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PENNY SCHWARTZ
Special to the Journal

BOSTON – On Saturday morning, 86-year-
old Eva Greenwood took part in her first 
political demonstration.

Greenwood, a survivor of the Holocaust-
era Kindertransport that rescued Jewish chil-
dren in Nazi occupied Europe, joined her 
daughter Susan and her daughter’s family 
at Boston’s Women’s March for America, a 
grassroots women’s rights demonstration 
that drew an estimated 175,000 people to 
Boston Common one day after the inaugura-
tion of President Donald J. Trump.

“I was very exhilarated and excited,” 
Greenwood told The Journal the day after the 
rally. “It made me so happy just to be there. It 
was a whole new thing for me.”

Greenwood closely followed the presi-

dential campaign, her daughter Susan 
explained. The elder Greenwood, whose 
husband died in 2005, lives in Jamaica Plain 
with her daughter, her daughter’s spouse, 
Arnie Lucinda Stewart, and their teenage 
son Elijah.

Greenwood said she’s fearful of the direc-
tion of the country under President Trump 
and his Cabinet appointments. “It reminds 
me of Nazi Germany. I don’t trust him,” she 
said of the new president.

The multi-generational crowd was one 
of hundreds of sister demonstrations held 
in conjunction with the main march in 
Washington, D.C. where more than 300,000 
people rallied.

In Boston and across the country, Jewish 
participation left its mark, individually and 
from Jewish organizations. The National 
Council of Jewish Women, based in New 

York City, was the only Jewish organization 
that was part of the official coordinating 
group at the national level, according to 
Nancy Kaufman, NCJW’s CEO. Kaufman is a 
familiar face on the North Shore, having lived 
in Swampscott for decades.

“It was incredible,” she said of the march 
in D.C. “This was a pro-women’s march, a 
pro-human rights march. But now what do 
we do? After we march, we organize, we orga-
nize,” she said.

Kaufman spearheaded the effort among 
national Jewish groups to march together 
under one banner as a visibly organized 
Jewish presence, a potent symbol of Jewish 
support in social causes and tikkun olam, 
according to Kaufman.

“This is clearly an historic moment and 
there’s a role Jewish women are playing, 

Cohen Hillel Wins 
$5 Million Gift 

TODD FEINBURG
Journal Publisher/Editor

A local businessman, 
devoted to using his time 
and wealth to enhance 
the Greater Boston Jewish 
Community, is making a $5 
million gift to Cohen Hillel 
Academy in Marblehead. 
As part of the gift, and with 
the support of the family of 
Eli and Bessie Cohen, CHA 
will be renamed the Arthur J. 
Epstein School. 

continued on page 2continued on page 8

Senator Elizabeth Warren, above 
right, is projected on a big screen 
as she speaks to the Boston rally, 
where protestors wave flags.

LOCAL JEWS 
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MARCH



Epstein explains that this is 
not the end of the school’s fund-
raising, it’s the beginning. “They 
need 10 million, five of it’s from 
me. They’ll raise the rest of the 
money.”

This is not Epstein’s first 
donation to the school, just his 
biggest – prior gifts have been 
focused on the school’s Learning 
Center, Annual Fund and tuition 
assistance program, among oth-
ers. 

“I think that every Jewish 
child who wants a Jewish edu-
cation has the right to have it,” 

explained Epstein. “And that’s 
the reason I’m giving this money. 
The other reason is that I’m 
really impressed with (Head of 
School) Amy Gold. Amy’s doing 
a great job.” 

A permanent tribute to the 
Cohen family will be installed 
at the Epstein School to honor 
their legacy, and the school will 
establish a scholarship fund to 
provide financial assistance for 
a student to attend one of the 
Cohen Foundation camps.

In recent years, Epstein has 
focused much of his attention 

on philanthropy. “I’ve tried to 
make a difference with the time 
I have on earth,” said Epstein. 
When he was younger, Epstein 
recalls feeling the need to 
impress other people with pos-
sessions, but not any longer. 
“I’ve had all the big cars, the 
Mercedes’ and everything. Now 
everyone teases me, I’m driv-
ing a Hyundai Genesis. They all 
tease me, but it’s a fine car. I 
don’t need a Mercedes.” 

Now what makes him happy 
is helping to make other peo-
ple happy. “I went to temple a 
couple of years ago for the High 
Holidays and some little boy –
he was 10 or 11 years old – he 
says to me, ‘I want to thank you 
for what you do for the school.’ 
That’s worth everything. To me 
it is anyway.”

Widely recognized as an 
engaged and dedicated vol-
unteer, Epstein is a supporter 
of numerous nonprofit orga-
nizations including Boston 
Children’s Hospital, The 
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation, 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital, Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies, WGBH, North 
Shore Medical Center/Salem 
Hospital and Congregation 
Shirat Hayam.

According to Cohen Hillel’s 
Head of School, Amy Gold, 

Epstein’s most recent gift enables 
the school to maintain a high 
quality education grounded in 
Jewish values as it grows enroll-
ment. “This significant contri-
bution to Cohen Hillel Academy 
demonstrates Arthur’s belief 
in and commitment to main-
taining an independent Jewish 
school for generations to come. 
We are extraordinarily grateful.”

Epstein’s connection to 
Cohen Hillel Academy began 
long before he set foot in the 
school. More than thirty years 
ago, Epstein met Bennett 
Solomon, a Brandeis gradu-
ate student, who was leading 
a community trip to Israel. “I 
was impressed by Bennett’s 
character and his aspirations. 
He understood the benefits and 
blessings of merging secular and 
Jewish education in a stimulat-
ing environment where children 
could learn, grow and thrive,” 
said Epstein. Their friend-
ship deepened when Solomon 
became the school’s principal 
in 1979. 

Inspired by the school’s mis-
sion, vision and priorities, and 
to honor Solomon’s memory, 
Epstein has consistently sup-
ported Cohen Hillel Academy. 
“I don’t invest in businesses or 

institutions; I invest in people, 
first Bennett and now Amy, the 
Hillel faculty and staff and the 
children.” 

Epstein is a native of Malden, 
but spent much of his adult 
life in Marblehead. The lure 
of improved access to his six 
grandchildren, and other ben-
efits of city living, led him to 
move to Brookline last year.

An entrepreneur and investor, 
Epstein began his career with 
Midas Muffler in 1965, eventu-
ally holding 30 locations in New 
England, the largest number of 
franchises within the region. A 
partner in the real estate firm 
Cres Development, Epstein was 
also a member of numerous cor-
porate boards including Malden 
Trust Company (now Eastern 
Bank) and Portland Glass. As an 
Angel Investor, Epstein provided 
seed money to diverse new ven-
tures including PR Restaurants 
(Panera Bread) and Planet 
Fitness. A graduate of Boston 
University, Epstein invests in 
and advises start-ups developed 
by student entrepreneurs at the 
Sloan School of Management at 
MIT. 

Epstein says the school will 
receive the money over the next 
five years.
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An inspirational, against-all-odds story of 
Maccabi Tel Aviv’s 1977 European Championship

Monday, February 27  • 7 p.m.
Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell Street, Peabody 
This movie has it all – sports action, international drama, 

history and Jewish pride!

Free and open to all. Please RSVP to Susan Feinstein at 978-740-4431 
or email sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org and provide your email 

so we can contact you in the event of inclement weather.

“One of the greatest sporting accomplishments, ever!” Bill Walton, Basketball Hall of Fame 

Basketball fans, lovers of Israel, and 
individuals of all ages – adults, teens and tweens –

are invited to the North Shore premiere of 

Lappin Foundation
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

Anita Horowitz Team of Remax Advantage

Monday, February 6, 2017
7:30pm
(Snow date Tuesday, February 7, 2017)

Temple Ner Tamid
368 Lowell Street, Peabody

The 2017 Combined Jewish Women’s 
Organizations Annual Meeting featuring

For additional information, contact:  
Arlyne Greenspan, (978) 337-2155
arlyneg@nsjcc.org
or Linda Magalnick, (978) 887-8488
lmagalnick@aol.com

Sponsored by Jewish Women’s 
Organizations of the North Shore 
with a generous grant from the Jewish
Women's Endowment Fund of the 
North Shore, a Donor Advised Fund of
Combined Jewish Philanthropies of
Greater Boston, Inc.

CAROLINE
LEAVITT

The 2017 Combined Jewish Women’s Organizations
(Annual) Program will feature Caroline Leavitt, an
award-winning author of eleven novels, including 
the New York Times bestsellers Pictures of You and 
Is This Tomorrow. Her essays and stories have been
included in New York magazine, Psychology Today,
More, Parenting, Redbook, and Salon. She’s a book
critic for People, The Boston Globe and the San 
Francisco Chronicle, and she teaches writing online 
at Stanford and UCLA, as well as working with 
private clients.

award-winning author

For additional information, contact:  
Arlyne Greenspan, (978) 337-2155 / arlyneg@nsjcc.org

or Linda Magalnick, (978) 887-8488 / lmagalnick@aol.com

The 2017 Combined Jewish  
Women’s Organizations Annual  
Meeting featuring

The 2017 Combined Jewish Women’s Organizations (Annual) Program  
will feature Caroline Leavitt, an award-winning author of eleven novels. 

This free event is sponsored by Jewish Women’s Organizations of the North Shore  
with a generous grant from the Jewish Women’s Endowment Fund of the North Shore,  

a Donor Advised Fund of Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater Boston, Inc.
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Arthur Epstein Gives $5 Million to Cohen Hillel Academy
from page 1

Donor Arthur Epstein, right, with Cohen Hillel board president Ariel 
Berger and Head of School Amy Gold.

“I don’t invest 
in businesses or 

institutions; I invest  
in people…”  

said philanthropist 
Arthur Epstein.

The Jewish Journal is 
co-sponsoring the Lappin 
Foundation’s “On The Map” 
along with the consulate general 
of Israel to New England, Temple 
Ner Tamid, and Anita Horowitz 
Team of Remax Advantage.

Basketball fans, lovers of 
Israel and individuals of all 
ages are invited to the North 
Shore premiere of “On The 
Map,” an inspirational, against-
all-odds story of Maccabi Tel 

Aviv’s 1977 European Basketball 
Championship on Monday, 
February 27, 7 p.m. at Temple 
Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell Street in 
Peabody. 

This program is free and open 
to all. RSVPs are requested to 
Susan Feinstein at sfeinstein@
lappinfoundation.org or call 
978-740-4431. Please provide 
your email so they can contact 
you in the event of inclement 
weather.

Jewish Journal Co-Sponsors  
Lappin’s ‘On The Map’

Celebrate!
The Jewish Journal will be holding a special brunch  
at the JCC to celebrate our Honorable Menschions,  

the special people we honor each issue on this page.

Please mark the date on your calendar –  
Sunday, April 23 at 11am –  

and watch this page for more details!



CINDY BERNSTEIN
Special to the Journal

It was Monday morning, and 
four moms were socializing 
and enjoying bagels and coffee 
while their children were play-
ing with toys, running around 
chewing on bagels. 

Babies and Bagels at Temple 
Emanuel in Andover meets on 
Mondays from 9:15 to 10:15 
a.m. during the school year. The 
Sisterhood sponsored program 
had its beginnings in 2009.

All of the women who 
attended said they joined to 
meet other Jewish women, and 
for their children, ages 1 month 
to 18 months, to meet other 
Jewish children.

“It is a laid back casual atmo-
sphere with no pressure and is 
a great way to start the week,” 
explained Amy Rothstein 
who has led the group since 
September. Her 17-month-old 
son, Porter, has gone to Babies 
and Bagels since he was an 
infant.

Rothstein and her husband 
moved to Andover two years 
ago, and when her son was born 
she was looking for a Jewish 
community for both of them. 
At the time, she said she was 
focused on Porter’s nap sched-
ule, but was willing to make an 
exception for a program with a 
connection to Judaism. “I love 
to be involved, meet new peo-
ple and make friends for me 

and my son,” she said.
While Porter will be mov-

ing on to Toddler Time, a more 
structured program for older 
toddlers, and Chickadees, a 
drop off program at the Nursery 
School, Rothstein will still con-
tinue to lead the group next 
year with her baby daughter, 
due this spring.

When Rothstein joined, it 
was one and a half hours, with 
people coming and going. She 
shortened it to 
an hour. “It is 
more a group, 
this way,” she 
explained.

Right now, 
eight are signed 
up, but the par-
ticipation varies 
week to week, 
and people often 
decide to come 
at the last min-
ute. In the winter, 
it is harder to get the kids out, 
according to Rothstein.

Most of the moms work either 
flexible hours or are on mater-
nity leave. Rothstein is a nurse 
at the Mass General. Making 
the effort to attend, which can 
be difficult, is a question of “life 
balances.” She says the program 
attracts the type of person who 
wants to be involved in their 
community.

The moms who attended 
Monday were very positive 
about the program, including 

newcomer Alyson D’Angelo 
of Tewksbury. While the other 
three children ranged from 
17-18 months, D’Angelo was 
there with her 3-week old 
daughter Leah. As a new tem-
ple member, she wanted the 
time with other moms while 
on maternity leave. A manager 
of business analytics, D’Angelo 
learned about the group from 
the Temple bulletin.

Kim Rainen, who has lived in 
Andover for four 
years, brought 
her 17 month-
old son, Avi. She 
said she was 
friends with Amy 
who told her 
about the group. 
In addition to 
the Jewish com-
ponent, Rainen 
said, “We both 
like it, and every-
one is really nice. 

We come to hangout, have a 
nice time. While Avi plays, I 
talk to other moms.” Rainen 
works full-time as a lawyer, but 
explained her schedule is flex-
ible enough to allow her to be 
there on Monday mornings. 

Davita Block lives in North 
Andover but grew up in the 
large Jewish community of 
Sharon. Block, along with her 
16 month old daughter Sage, 
started attending the group at 
the same time as Rothstein. 
She met with Rabbi Goldstein, 

when she was new to town, who 
told her about the program. 
Working part-time as a librari-
an in North Andover also allows 
her the flexibility to attend the 
program.

Rothstein explained that 
there is no maximum num-
ber for the group, as the moms 
and their babies and toddlers 
meet in the large multi-purpose 
room. It was much more infant-
oriented when she initially 
joined, but now that most are 
toddlers, there is plenty of space 
for them to run around.

She said she would like to 

get the word out more in order 
to grow the number of fami-
lies involved. She sees moms, 
dads and nannies dropping off 
their kids at pre-school, carry-
ing infant seats, and will some-
times approach them to help 
spread the word. The cost for 
Babies and Bagels is $20 a year 
which includes, coffee, bagels 
and cream cheese. Although 
Rothstein is a Sisterhood mem-
ber, there is no requirement to 
join Sisterhood, the Temple or 
even to be Jewish, she explained. 
The program is open to moms, 
dads and caretakers. 

     You are thrilled when your REALTOR® calls 
to say your offer has been accepted on your new 
home, but when you realize that you’ve just agreed 
to the biggest purchase of your life, you’re suddenly 
seized by doubt and wonder if you did the right 

thing. “Buyer’s Remorse” is a common reaction for first-timers as well 
as seasoned homebuyers. The best way to avoid it is to prepare ahead of 
time: Make sure your finances are in order, so that you know you can 
comfortably afford your new home. Make a list of why you chose this 
particular property and highlight your favorite features. Read the home 
inspection report to be clear about the property’s condition.

      Breaking a contract is expensive. So it’s better to relax and remember 
that you loved the property before you signed the contract and nothing’s 
changed. If you are experiencing doubts, talk to your REALTOR®, 
who can help you sort out the “normal jitters” and keep things moving 
forward.
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Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS  

on all aspects of buying or selling real estate  
at 781-367-8150
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 website email cell
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BAR MITZVAH 
HEADQUARTERS

Boys Clothing For All Occasions!
MICHAEL KORS • HICKEY FREEMAN • DKNY • TALLIA • LAUREN • JOHNNIE-O 

SIZES 8-22 REGULAR & HUSKY  
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Babies and Bagels at Andover’s Temple Emanuel

Davita Block of North Andover with Sage, Alyson D’Angelo of Tewksbury with Leah, Amy Rothstein of 
Andover with Porter and Kim Rainen, also of Andover, with Avi.

In addition to the  
Jewish component, 

Rainen said, “We both 
like it, and everyone is 
really nice. We come  
to hangout… While  
Avi plays, I talk to  

other moms.”   

Full and part-time 
positions

Contact Lois Kaplan at 
lois@jewishjournal.org 

or call 978-745-4111 x140

The  
Jewish  
Journal 
is looking for 

SALES REPS  
in

NEWTON
ANDOVER
HAVERHILL
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“Our family is so comfortable
when we come to see our mom.

She’s happy, we’re happy,
we couldn’t ask for
anything better.”

Our goal is simple – to make a positive difference in 
people’s lives by creating a special place where residents 

can thrive and families can have peace of mind.

44 Summer Street  |  Danvers, MA  |  seasonsofdanvers.com

- Just a handful of apartments remain! -
Contact us today to schedule a personal visit.

Contact Bill Gaw for more information: 
978.777.0230 or email: Bill@seasonsofdanvers.com

- Susan, resident Daughter

Se niors
Af for da ble Se nior Hous ing For Over 30 Ye ars

socialactivities•smallpetsoK
Cle an, qui et, Af for da ble.

4 lo CA tions:
danvers•salem

peabody•beverly

EQU AL HOUS ING
OP POR TU N I  TY A POAH Community

Preservation Housing Community Management, LLC
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HERBERT BELKIN
Special to the Journal

At the turn of the twenti-
eth century, over two mil-
lion Jews exchanged the 

poverty of life in Russia for the 
poverty of life in America. They 
accepted poverty in America 
because this country offered 
them liberating opportunity, 
freedom and, best of all, escape 
from the murderous pogroms 
that were savaging their lives 
in Russia. For the daughters of 
these immigrant Jewish fami-
lies, America held the promise 
of something denied them in the 
old country – an education. In 
Russia, education was for their 
brothers, not for them. Along 
with an education, America also 

held the enticing promise of 
independence unheard of in the 
shtetl, as well as marriage based 
on romantic love, not arranged 
by parents. 

All of this America offered, 
but it was just as necessary for 
Jewish daughters to find jobs 
here to help support their fami-
lies as it was in Russia. The work 
they found was in the needle 
trades. Between 1899 and 1910, 
64% of all Jewish immigrants 
went to work in the ready-to-
wear clothing industry. Most 
had some experience as seam-
stresses or tailors, and their 
needle skills were needed in 
the burgeoning clothing indus-
try. The jobs for making ladies 
shirtwaists, skirts and cloaks, 
and men’s suits were open, 

and young Jewish women were 
eager to fill them. 

But where were these young 
women to work? This country 
offered two distinct professional 
environments for Jewish work-
ers in the clothing industry: the 
small “contractor” shops with 
less than 30 employees or the 
more modern clothing factories 
with hundreds of employees. 
The contractor shops remained 
similar to their Russian counter-
parts – dirty and poorly lit with 
workers tightly packed together, 
toiling for long hours for low 
pay. Ten-hour days, six days 
a week was the norm. But for 
young Jewish girls off the boat 
these shops offered the same 
paternalistic environment they 
were accustomed to in Russia. 
These Jewish-owned shops also 
allowed them to keep Shabbat 
and the Jewish holidays, impor-
tant to those who wanted to 
maintain their ties to Judaism. 
These contractor shops provid-
ed a family setting with every-
one’s personal circumstances 
known to everybody else. To off-
set these advantages, the con-
tractor shops were susceptible 
to layoffs due to the seasonable 
pattern of the clothing industry, 
and there was little chance for 
advancement. 

At first glance, the large 
industrial clothing factories did 
not offer much more to Jewish 
workers. These factories used 
the latest industrial techniques 
to speed their production lines. 
Instead of the skill set of seam-

Daughters of the Shtetl 

The Women’s Trade Union League was founded in Boston in 1903. 
The organization focused both on labor justice and on the empower-
ment of women.



Lynn Zabota Adult Day Health Center
80 Exchange St., Lynn 

Welcomes eligible adults and seniors to new Evening (3:30pm – 9:30pm) 
Adult Day Health Program for all language communities 

 
We offer:
• safe and medically supported environment with nursing staff on site; 
• health monitoring, medication administration, medical coordination; 
• assistance with daily living activities, social services, care coordination;  
• assistance with community referrals; 
• two nutritious meals and a snack daily; 
• therapeutic activities, exercises (chair exercise, chair yoga);
• social interaction and entertainment;
• English & computer classes, art, games, concerts & lectures, etc.; 
• transportation to/from the Center & to/from social service appointments 

The program is 100% covered by insurance for clinically eligible 
MassHealth/Medicaid Standard and SCO program members, or private pay option.

For more information or to schedule a visit, please call 781-771-0078

New to the Journal

This is Assisted Living!

A Place that is Home

Traditional Assisted Living and Specialized Memory Support

See why everyone is raving about us!

Come meet our wonderful residents and staff. Call now to schedule your private tour. 
Kristen Donnelly 617-887-0826 • kdonnelly@chelseajewish.org • Chelsea

Andrea Hillel 978-854-1812 • ahillel@chelseajewish.org • Peabody

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES
201 Captains Row, Chelsea

www.chelseajewish.org

HARRIETT & RALPH KAPLAN ESTATES
240 Lynnfield Street, Peabody

www.chelseajewish.org

781-639-4759
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”
Geriatric Care Management • Dementia/Alzheimer Care • Home Health Aides

Nursing Care • Medication Management • Assist with bathing/dressing
Meal planning/preparation • Companionship • Transportation

Light cleaning/laundry • Respite Care • Shopping/errands
… and more … from 2 to 24 hours a day

Email: confidentialcare@verizon.net Susan K. Newton, President

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246

“Having Adult Foster Care has 
helped me to age gracefully at home. 
My daughter is able to care for me 
and we have a compassionate AFC 
team supporting us. My daughter  
no longer has to “skip work” to  
look after me. She receives  
monthly compensation from  
AFC and has less stress!” ~ Katie, Client

978-281-2612  
AdultFosterCareNS.com  

Celebrating 15 Years
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stresses that could sew an entire 
garment, the production of a 
garment was reduced to sim-
ple, repetitive jobs that had one 
worker sew buttonholes, anoth-
er set sleeves and yet another 
sew on collars. Workers were 
seated in closely packed pro-
duction lines hovering over their 
sewing machines 
and constantly 
pushed by super-
visors to work 
faster. These 
large factories 
also required six 
days a week of 
work, but offered 
no exception for 
Shabbat. Despite 
this, young 
Jewish women 
preferred work-
ing there rather than in contrac-
tor shops. The reason was the les-
son they got in Americanization. 

The factory workforce was 
comprised of mostly Jewish, 
but some Italian, women who 
had been in America for years 
and taught the younger work-
ers about the social, entertain-
ment and consumer freedom 
to be found here. For Jewish 
girls just out of restrictive shtetl 

life, the most important lesson 
they learned was how men and 
women socialized in America. 
This informal education was a 
school of socialization that gave 
them an understanding of what 
they could expect and what 
kind of life was open to them in 
America. The hours were long 

and the pay low, 
but daughters of 
the shtetl learned 
to be Americans 
there.

Working to 
help support 
their families 
by turning over 
their pay to their 
mothers proved 
to be empower-
ing for young 
Jewish women. 

Young Jewish women had an 
awakening about their roles in 
their families and in the work-
place. Their subordinate role 
under Orthodox Judaism and 
shtetl paternalism gave way 
to grudging respect, as young 
Jewish women became wage-
earners. Former daughters of the 
shtetl discovered that they had a 
voice and new-found power in 
their social and work lives. In 

less than ten years after arriving 
in America these young women 
realized they no longer had to 
accept long hours, low pay and 
horrendous working conditions. 
The tools of militant unionism 
were within their grasp. Jewish 
women exerted their right for a 
better life by leading the union 
movement to force change in 
the women’s garment industry 
and, at the same time, joined the 
ranks of American feminism.

Herb Belkin is a Jewish his-
torian who writes and lectures 
on the epic events of the last 200 
years of Jewish history. Herb can 
be reached at beachbluff1@ 
verizon.net.

Many Jewish women found work as seamstresses in urban clothing 
factories. The hours were long and the pay was low. 

Along with an education, 
America also held the 
enticing promise of 

independence unheard 
of in the shtetl, as well 

as marriage based 
on romantic love, not 
arranged by parents.
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In December, 2016, I submit-
ted a brief Letter to the Editor 
about the autumn founding of 
the Muslim-Jewish Advisory 
Council (MJAC). Having been a 
subscriber to the Journal since 
June, I am inclined to infer that 
my letter was not published 
because it is neither cynical nor 
spiteful toward Muslims. That is, 
contemptuous commentaries 
seem to receive priority.

The MJAC, as I had report-
ed, is a coalition created by the 
American Jewish Committee 
(AJC) and the Islamic Society of 
North America (ISNA), with the 
mission to counter bigotry and 
hate crimes that target members 
of both faith communities. 

The success or failure of such 
an organization depends upon 
members of our respective faith 
communities awareness and 
participation. 

A recently published intro-
duction to the MJAC by activ-
ist Rabia Chaudry courageously 
declares, “We can no longer 
afford to allow differences over 
Israel/Palestine to prevent us 
from collaborating on issues of 
profound import at home.” 

I personally believe that the 
formation of the MJAC is news 
worthy, and continue to hope 
that the Journal editorial staff 
may decide it is too.

Dick Freeman
Chestnut Hill

Announcing MJAC

Although the politics of most 
of your readers is not mine, we 
share a religion. I am trying to 
reach out beyond our mutual 
“bubbles” to ask how people are 

thinking about the new feeling 
of empowerment among anti-
Semitic groups.

Ellen Steinbaum
Boston

Just Wondering

In any contract there is a 
mutual assumption of obliga-
tion by the contracting parties, 
and a mutual pledge of some 
sort to some stated end. If either 
of the parties does not give full 
assent, is somehow ignorant 
of the obligation, or otherwise 
engages in dissimulation as to 
the pledge, the contract is ren-
dered invalid.

The American electorate, 
though the majority of them 
rejected him, is in the position of 
tending to Mr. Trump the gover-
nance of this nation in exchange 
for his pledge to protect and 
defend their Constitution and 
themselves. But the foundation-
al precept of that Constitution 
is equality, enunciated in the 
Declaration of Independence as 
the primary self evident truth 
on which the liberty of those 
making the offer is erected; 
and subsequently affirmed and 
embodied in the Constitution, 
most emphatically in the later 
amendments. It is thus incon-
trovertible that equality is indis-
pensable to a free Democratic 
society.

Yet Mr. Trump has abundant-

ly demonstrated, in clear, usual-
ly offensive, and arguably path-
ological pronouncement, that 
equality is a concept to which 
he simply does not subscribe. 
How then can he validly pledge 
to defend it? On the taking of 
such pledge, he is at worst an 
impostor uttering a falsehood, 
or at best one suffering from 
invincible ignorance who just 
does not grasp the profound 
import of the incurred obliga-
tion. Actually, the legal defect in 
terms of ignorance may be an 
apt one here, since Mr. Trump 
has shown a remarkable capac-
ity for it. But in either case there 
is no meeting of the minds with 
the electorate, no possibility of 
a good faith agreement, no con-
tract, and no President! The cor-
ollaries of this are, for example, 
that the appointments of the 
plutocrats and racist sympathiz-
ers around him are meaningless; 
and, above all, that the “gov-
erned” are not obliged to com-
ply with the “laws” which he, in 
conjunction with Congress, pro-
mulgates. For they are not truly 
governed, and the laws are not 
truly laws but arbitrary edicts 

lacking the required provenance 
of genuine Democratic proce-
dure. 

Mr. Trump’s problem with 
illegitimacy lies not in the alle-
gation that he may have con-
spired with a foreign despot to 
achieve victory, but in the much 
larger problem of his fundamen-
tal inability to exercise the final 
step in assuming office. And if 
he assumes office despite this 
disqualifying impediment, he is 
no more than a despot himself! 
He can not purport to protect 
and defend a Constitution the 
formative principle of which he 
has denounced.

Ironically, perhaps painfully, 
we face this situation at the very 
time when we commemorate the 
birth of the greatest defender of 
equality –and indeed the great-
est American – who has ever 
lived, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
In the anticipated advance of 
the Trump administration, or 
more precisely “regime”, we do 
well to remember what equality, 
our equality, meant to him.

Joseph Noone
Lynn

Presidential Consideration
Your writer David Rosenberg 

supports and voted for Trump. 
That’s his choice, I voted for 
Hillary Clinton not just because 
I know why I’m a Democrat but 
because she has served this 
nation with distinction. With 
regard to Rosenberg’s statement 
that as Secretary of State Clinton 
made our standing in the world 
diminish significantly, I’m sur-
prised he didn’t use Trump’s 
words, “A total Disaster.” 

I can’t find one redeeming 
quality about Donald Trump. 
That he knows how to borrow 
money for real estate? Good 
for him, That he has filed for 
bankruptcy seven times matters 
little to people like Rosenberg or 
that he was a draft dodger not 
once but five times, that he has 
avoided paying federal taxes for 

19 years using the banks money 
as losses as if it were his own. So 
it was legal. But is it moral that 
in the process he put hundreds 
of small businesses out of busi-
ness? 

His Trump University was 
a fraud. Thankfully, an honest 
Attorney General from New York, 
Eric Schneiderman, found him 
guilty and he has to reimburse 
the people who sued $25 mil-
lion. Florida’s Attorney General 
Pam Bondi started to investigate 
but after she received $25,000 
from the Trump Charitable 
foundation toward her re-elec-
tion campaign, she closed the 
case!

Trump is what he is and a 
mensch HE IS NOT !

Saul Heller
Jupiter, Fla.

Not a Mensch

Saturday was a beautiful day for the 
country as the Women’s March turned 
into a huge national event, a reminder 

of how much our system depends on the free 
exchange of ideas to make it function prop-
erly.  Just as the Tea Party movement has been 
the most powerful force in our politics since 
2010, the energy expressed on the streets 
of Washington and around the country on 
Saturday could evolve into a similar move-
ment on the other side. We need more of this 
sort of activism.

Thomas Jefferson is credited with 
having said, “Dissent is the highest form of 
patriotism.” And although research suggests 
he probably didn’t say it, the quote gets our 
system exactly right. An engaged population 
is necessary to keep government on course. 
Left to their own devices, without a passionate 
population watching over, with wariness, 
the actions of Washington elites, those with 
proximity to the big pot of public gold are apt 
to dip their hands in too generously and too 
often, redirecting resources that should be 
serving the needs of citizens rather than those 
of special interests.

We have been looking at our politics and 
wondering what is wrong with, why it seems 
so ineffectual. We have been left frustrated 
and feeling that our system is hopelessly 
broken. Some suggest that the checks and 
balances make action too difficult. Others 
say it is money in politics that has turned 
the system sour. There’s also an argument 
that gerrymandering is the problem, that 
congressional districts have been too carefully 
designed to protect incumbents.

But really what we’ve been missing is a 
consistently engaged population, ready to yell 
and scream and hold their leaders hostage 
in order to get what they want. The economy 

may have slipped, incrementally, back into a 
“new normal” that looks acceptable to some, 
that looks like a real recovery on paper, but 
it’s a recovery that has left large swaths of the 
population feeling abandoned and ignored. 
The election in November represented a 
primal scream.

The new president, a remedy chosen 
because he seemed the only choice available, 
is a blustery, visceral vulgarity. He is an insult 
to the sensibilities of a nation that expects 
the tone and rhetoric and personal behavior 
of its leaders to match the ideals that are 
fundamental to a democratic society. But 
allegiance to proper tone has come to seem 
a trick to many – perhaps it is too easy for 
ordinary men and women with an unusual 
lust for power to adopt a sophisticated 
demeanor and shroud the reality of a 
disreputable character.

We might recall Bobby Kennedy rejecting 
the gross inequality he saw in the country 
during the 1968 election cycle. “This is not 
acceptable in the United States of America,” 
he would say with his odd nasal intensity, 
and you had the feeling the words came from 
someplace deep. Such palpable impatience 
has not been on display from recent presi-
dents, whatever other positive attributes they 
may have displayed, nor in the players around 
them. Being in proximity to power seems 
enough to satisfy the souls of those who hold 
office today. 

The primal scream of the right and 
frustrated working class voters took office on 
Friday. And Saturday we heard a similar sound 
from the left. Let both sides fully articulate 
their positions and keep the pressure on 
those who enjoy the fruits of our power in 
Washington. We may find that there’s nothing 
wrong with the system at all.

Women’s March a Blessing



JEFFREY ROBBINS
Special to the Journal

President Obama’s depar-
ture from office has 
brought to an end, one 

hopes, the parlor game that has 
so consumed American Jews for 
eight years: the ferocious, take-
no-prisoners argument over 
whether his Administration was 
“good” for Israel or “bad” for 
Israel. There was always merit 
on both sides of the argument.

As the president pointed out, 
on military and intelligence mat-
ters his administration’s support 
for and coordination with Israel 
were extraordinary. Israeli offi-
cials who were often deeply dis-
appointed with Obama confirm 
this. And there were plenty of 
instances in which his adminis-
tration stepped in to help Israel 
when it counted a great deal: 
providing badly-needed help in 
stopping uncontrollable fires 
near Haifa, getting endangered 
Israeli diplomats in Cairo out of 
harm’s way, and, yes, speaking 
out against anti-Israel bias at the 
United Nations, for example.

At the same time, the Obama 

team took office in 2009 serving 
notice that it would treat Israeli 
settlements as the primary 
cause of the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict, openly uninterested in 
the set of inarguable facts dem-
onstrating that this was mani-
festly not so. In looking the other 
way at the Palestinian rejection-
ism that is in fact the conflict’s 
primary cause, and in taking a 
powder on the Palestinian incite-

ment that fuels that rejection-
ism, the Obama Administration 
encouraged the Palestinians to 
believe that they could continue 
as they have in the past, without 
consequences. In the process, 
Obama’s White House helped 
legitimize the very delegitimiza-
tion of Israel that it professed so 
solemnly to deplore.

This debate does not matter 
anymore. The pro-Israel com-

munity has much more urgent 
business than reproaching one 
another over the past. It has a 
problem that, if not confront-
ed with all of the resources, 
energy and smarts that it can 
muster, poses a real threat to 
American support for Israel 
and, therefore, to Israel itself, 
and no amount of hubris or 
gloating over the election of 
Donald Trump can mask it.  
The problem is this: Americans 
who place themselves some-
where between center and left 
of center on the political spec-
trum are abandoning Israel 
in droves. The constituencies 
that constitute the Democratic 
party and Democratic-leaning 
independents have been speed-
walking toward the exits when 
it comes to Israel in recent 
years. The warm embrace of 
Israel by President Trump that 
has Jerusalem and some in our 
community kvelling with sat-
isfaction looks a great deal like 
a poison kiss, as Americans of 
color, young people, women 
and liberals who overwhelm-
ingly loathe Trump watch that 
embrace with horror as mere 
speed-walking toward the exits 
on Israel becomes a race.

There is a fierce battle rag-
ing over the issue of Israel on 
the most important battlefield 
of all: American public opinion. 
Israel’s enemies are waging it 
with vigor, often out-hustling 
Israel’s supporters. They can 
see the steady progress they are 
making in diluting and eroding 
support for Israel among vir-
tually every demographic other 
than Americans over 60 and 
Christian conservatives, and 
they know that at this rate it will 
only be a matter of time before 
support for Israel will be the 
exclusive domain of rock-ribbed 
Republicans. 

This would be fine if the 
American electorate consisted 
principally of Sheldon Adelson’s 
family members, but – spoiler 
alert: that is not the direction 
in which the new America is 
headed.

A recent Pew poll illustrated 

the point. Democrats are now 
equally split between sym-
pathizing with Israel and the 
Palestinians. While 16 years 
ago liberal Democrats favored 
Israel by 30 points, they now 
favor Palestinians by 12. This is 
hardly the only poll that high-
lights the danger if Israel and 
those who care about it do not 
rouse themselves from the state 
of self-satisfied torpor in which 
they presently reside. During 
the 2014 Gaza war, for instance, 
Americans under the age of 30 
told pollsters by a 2-1 margin 
that Israel, rather than Hamas, 
was to blame for that war.

The evidence has passed out 
of the anecdotal into the unde-
niable. Without America sup-
port for Israel, Israel is gravely 
imperiled, and without support 
from the constituencies that 
comprise the Democratic party, 
America’s support is in real jeop-
ardy. It is perfectly possible for 
public opinion to be upended 
in a short period of time – think 
American attitudes toward gay 
marriage, for instance – and  we 
face the possibility of waking 
up any day and seeing support 
for Israel among young people, 
people of color, progressives 
and women gone.

Stopping the hemorrhag-
ing, and clawing back support 
among Americans who do not 
identify with the Republican 
party and never will, needs to be 
a priority of the pro-Israel com-
munity.  The same-old same-old 
will not do. Nor will the tradi-
tional complacency to which we 
have fallen victim. If those who 
care about Israel want others 
to care about it as well, they are 
going to have to get to work, and 
fast.

Jeffrey Robbins is an attorney 
at Mintz Levin in Boston with a 
specialty in complex civil litiga-
tion. He served as Chairman of 
the New England Board of the 
Anti-Defamation League from 
2012 to 2014, and as President 
of the World Affairs Council of 
Boston (World Boston) between 
2001 and 2004. 
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Republican plans to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) 
threaten the health care of 30 mil-

lion Americans and would erode some 
rare progress made recently to reverse 
America’s growing economic inequality.

By taxing rich households and big cor-
porations to subsidize health care for 
working families, the ACA does what 
good public policy should: level the play-
ing field to give everyone a shot, not 
just those at the top. Abolishing the ACA 
would only further tilt the field in favor of 
the wealthy and well-connected.

It turns out that taking away health 
insurance from struggling families can 
be a windfall for the well-to-do. The top 
0.1% of households – those with income 
of at least $3.7 million a year – would 
receive a tax cut of about $197,000 in 
2017, on average, if the ACA is repealed, 
according to the Tax Policy Center.

Meanwhile, millions of Americans 
would see the cost of their private health 
insurance skyrocket because they would 
lose ACA subsidies used to pay their pre-
miums. The increased costs would range 
from about $4,000 to $6,000 per fam-

ily, depending on family income. Taking 
away subsidies would make health insur-
ance unaffordable for most of these fami-
lies.

Denying struggling families quality, 
affordable health care while giving huge 
tax breaks to the wealthy and profit-
able corporations clearly contradicts 
President-elect Donald Trump’s claim of 
looking out for the little guy. 

In addition to shifting resources from 
the working class to the upper class, 
repeal of the ACA would also cost about 
$1 trillion in lost revenues. (Total changes 
in revenues $1,052)

This huge revenue loss would make it 
impossible for Republicans to fund any 
sort of meaningful “replacement” for the 
ACA (if that’s in fact their desire). Most 
likely, millions would simply lose their 
health insurance. 

It is important to look at who has 
gained health coverage under the ACA, 
which is funded mostly by $600 bil-
lion in taxes on wealthy families and 
on thriving health-care industries like 
insurance, prescription drugs and med-
ical devices.

Since 2010, approximately 20 million 
Americans have obtained coverage – in 
all ethnic groups in every region of the 
country, including nearly 3 million chil-

dren. Among white adults without a col-
lege degree (often viewed as the incom-
ing president’s “base”), more than 6 mil-
lion people have gained coverage.

The uninsured rate has fallen by 
more than one-third nationally. Some of 
the states that saw the biggest drops in 
their number of uninsured helped elect 
Donald Trump, including West Virginia 
(-58.6%), Kentucky (-57.1%), Michigan 
(-49.3%), and Ohio (-44.7%). 

Who would gain from abolishing the 
health-care law and the taxes that fund it? 
Among the big winners would be wealthy 
investors, who often don’t have to work 
for a living but simply live off the pro-
ceeds of their fortunes. The ACA places 
a small 3.8% tax on their investment 
income from dividends, interest, capital 
gains and rent. This only affects the top 
2% of households – couples making more 
than $250,000 a year.

Much of that passive income is gener-
ally taxed at much lower rates than simi-
lar amounts of income from wages and 
salaries – at as little as half the rate. The 
ACA’s investment-income surtax goes a 
small way towards closing that tax loop-
hole, which is, of course, just one of many 
enjoyed by the wealthy. 

In order to strengthen Medicare, the 
ACA also extended a 0.9% tax that funds 

the insurance program for the elderly and 
disabled – applying it to all the income 
of the Top 2%. Previously, the tax phased 
out for married couples on any income 
above $250,000.

Thanks to this tax and other chang-
es made by the ACA, Medicare’s ability 
to fully serve its 57 million participants 
was extended by 10 years and important 
improvements were made to benefits. If 
this tax were taken away, Medicare ben-
eficiaries would face higher premiums 
and deductibles.

Repeal of Obamacare presents a stark 
tradeoff. Abolishing the ACA gives big tax 
breaks to the most privileged members 
of our society while increasing the eco-
nomic burdens on millions of working 
Americans – while also endangering their 
health.

Polls show that voters in November 
overwhelmingly believed the system is 
rigged to benefit the rich and powerful. 
Repealing the ACA will rig the system 
even more. Those aren’t the skewed pri-
orities the American people voted for.

Frank Clemente is executive director 
of Americans for Tax Fairness and Ron 
Pollack is founding executive director of 
Families USA, the national organization 
for health care consumers.

Abolishing Obamacare Punishes Working Families

I respect the Journal for 
printing a variety of opinions, 
such as the one recently writ-
ten by Benjy Cannon of J Street. 
However, I wonder what calling 
one’s self a “pro-Israel group” 
actually means to a group like 
J Street? It is hard for me to see 
how a representative from a pre-
sumably pro-Israel organization 
can make statements that are so 
critical and non-complimentary 
in one short article. Perhaps a 
fact checker could come up with 
even just one positive J Street 
statement supporting the dem-
ocratically elected government 
of Israel, because I can’t find any 
in this recent piece.

Furthermore, by declaring 
Netanyahu and his government 
“far right,” is the author sug-
gesting the Prime Minister is 

somewhat delusional, driven by 
a crazed ideology, and obviously 
mistaken to worry about Iran’s 
stated goal of killing every single 
Jew in Israel (and presumably 
Muslims as well, if caught in the 
cross fire)?

It is misleading to cast doubt 
on how the majority of Israelis 
feel about the Iranian deal 
because it enjoys support among 
some security experts, as Mr. 
Cannon suggests. A quick Google 
search would tell you that 78% of 
Jewish Israelis say that the Iran 
deal endangers their country 
(Jerusalem Post, July 2015.) Feel 
free to fact check that.

Mr. Cannon is not wrong 
in quoting polls that indicated 
American Jewish opinion in 
support of the JCPOA in 2015 at 
around 53%, but I believe that 

narrow majority reflects loyal-
ty to their then-President and 
their party rather than actual 
support of the Iran deal. After 
the recent actions of the “lame 
duck” Obama administration, 
and considering Iran’s behav-
ior since the current President’s 
deal was signed, I am not so sure 
even those numbers would be 
duplicated again. 

Those Jews calling them-
selves politically “Independent,” 
a group presumably less ideo-
logical, gave Obama a 40% favor-
able rating in 2015, according to 
Gallup. I wonder… what would 
that number be today, and what 
will become of J Street without 
their unprecedented access to 
the White House?

Marty Schneer 
Salem

A J Street “Fact Checker?”
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Challenges for Pro-Israel Americans

Attorney Jeffrey Robbins spoke at the JCC in Marblehead on January 
19 about what pro-Israel Americans need to do to reverse the dam-
age done to Israel during the Obama years. Robbins, above right, 
chatted with audience members.



where Jewish women have par-
ticular responses,” according to 
Judith Rosenbaum, director of 
the Jewish Women’s Archive, a 
Boston-based national organi-
zation that participated in the 
march and related Jewish pro-
grams in Washington D.C. and 
Boston.

History is filled with examples 
of Jewish women taking to the 
street over political and social 
issues, in the U.S., and across 
Europe in earlier generations, 
she told The Journal in a phone 
conversation before the march.

In Boston, women, men, 
babies in baby carriers, tod-
dlers in strollers, children on the 
shoulders of parents and peo-
ple with canes and in wheel-
chairs filled every inch of Boston 
Common and overflowed into 
nearby streets on Beacon Hill 
and in the Back Bay for a rally 
before the march.

“We can whimper. We can 
whine. Or we can fight back!” pro-
claimed U.S. Senator Elizabeth 

Warren. Other elected leaders 
addressing the crowd included 
U.S. Senator Edward Markey, 
Boston Mayor Marty Walsh, and 
Massachusetts Attorney General 
Maura Healey. State Treasurer 
Deb Goldberg was among other 
elected leaders on the stage.

The election was permeated 
with hatred and bigotry that 
are antithetical to the coun-
try’s values, according to State 
Representative Lori Ehrlich, of 
Marblehead. In an email the day 
before the march, Ehrlich, who 
is Jewish, wrote, “I march to pro-
tect things like equality, choice, 
the planet, while also making 
a statement about dignity and 
common decency.”

After the hour-plus rally, dem-
onstrators slowly made their way 
onto Beacon Street for a one-
mile march. It took an hour and 
a half for the thousands of peo-
ple to file out of the Common 
and join the march.

Jewish Voices at Boston’s 
Women’s March for America

More than thirty-five mem-
bers of Temple B’nai Brith in 
Somerville hopped on the MBTA 
in Porter Square early Saturday 
morning to get to the rally where 
they held a synagogue banner 
and hand-made signs includ-
ing “A Woman’s Place is in the 
Resistance,” and “Justice, Justice, 
She Shall Pursue,” a feminist 
version of Judaism’s tenet from 
Deuteronomy.

“I felt it was important for 
members who wanted to be able 
to participate [in the march] as 
part of their Jewish community,” 
said Rabbi Eliana Jacobowitz, 
TBB’s rabbi. “There’s value in 
marching as Jews. It connects to 
civil rights, to human rights and 
to tikkun olam,” she said of the 
decision approved by the board 
of directors to participate.

About fifteen members of 
Minyan Shalem, which holds its 
Shabbat services at Congregation 
Kehillath Israel in Brookline, 
walked to the march following 

their Shabbat minyan that start-
ed early to accommodate people 
who wanted to participate in the 
protest, according to Shira.

“There was something pow-
erful about working together 
as a community so that people 
could participate in this march 
while still supporting our regular 
Shabbat community,” she said in 
an email on Sunday.

The rally was welcoming and 
“really seemed to be expressing 
a wide variety of agendas, all of 
which were about inclusivity and 
against bigotry,” she wrote.

Sheryl Rosner marched with 
her husband, David Berman, 
of Lexington, and their three 
daughters, the eldest two of 
whom attend local colleges 
while the third is a high school 
freshman. The family belongs to 
Temple Isaiah, a Reform congre-
gation in Lexington.

“It was amazing. I had never 
seen that many people in one 
place,” explained Alana Berman, 
a freshman at Gann Academy, a 
pluralistic Jewish high school in 
Waltham. “I mainly wanted to 
go because Trump is disrespect-
ful of women and doesn’t treat 
women the way humans should 
be treated,” she said.

Rosner, a senior advisor for 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency, characterizes herself 
as being “heartbroken” over 
the threats to the work of the 
EPA under the new adminis-
tration. Candidate Trump and 
now President Trump, and some 
of his advisers “want to brush 
science under the table,” she 
explained.

Rosner was moved by the 
event and hopes to see the ener-
gy of the march turned into a 
sustained effort. “We made our 
voices heard. It has to go on,” 
she said.
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Local Jews Central to Women’s March
from page 1

“I mainly wanted to 
go because Trump is 

disrespectful of women 
and doesn’t treat 

women the way humans 
should be treated,” 
said Alana Berman, 
a freshman at Gann 

Academy in Waltham.

Nancy Kaufman (l), CEO, 
National Council of Jewish 
Women, marches with leaders of 
other Jewish groups under one 
banner at the Washington, D.C., 
March for Women. Kaufman 
lived in Swampscott for many 
years.

Eva Greenwood (r), 86, a Holocaust survivor, attended her first rally, 
with her daughter, (l), Susan, her daughter-in-law, Arnie Lucinda 
Stewarrt, and their son Elijah. As they made their way out of Boston 
Common after the rally, hundreds cheered them on, gave Eva ‘high 
fives,’ and said, ‘You go, girl!’
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TEDDY WEINBERGER
Special to the Journal

The Great Recession of 
2008 broke what was once 
a taboo for American 

youth: moving back in with your 
parents after college. Now that 
the American economy is pick-
ing up, I imagine that some of 
the old stigmas against living 
at home will start to return. In 
Israel, it continues to be nor-
mal to live with your parents 
at any number of junctures in 
your twenties: during army ser-
vice (on Sabbaths, holidays, 
and vacations), while working 
at odd jobs to earn money for 
the traditional post-army trek 
(which may extend to a year and more), during 
your university years if you live within com-
muting distance of the school, and during the 
accreditation and/or search period before you 
land your first full-time job in your profession. 
Twenty-somethings are thus often 
engaged in a kind of ebb and flow: 
sometimes staying with parents, 
and sometimes (when everyone 
gets on everyone’s nerves) not. 
Indeed, a question that rarely gets 
asked in America (because the 
answer is usually obvious) is often 
pertinent for middle-aged Israeli 
parents: Whom do you have at 
home now?

Of course, Israel being a very 
small country, even when your 
children move out, they don’t 
go very far. A majority of Israel’s 
population lives within about an 
hour’s drive of each other in the 
greater metropolitan areas of Israel’s two largest 
cities: Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. Unlike in America, 
where visits by adult children sometimes only 
occur semi-annually, home visits in Israel are 
within the realm of serious consideration every 
Shabbat. 

For parents, however, it’s often feast or famine: 
if your adult children enjoy each other’s com-
pany, then they will want to synchronize their 

visits with those of their siblings. 
No one wants to be stuck home 
alone with Mom and Dad, God 
forbid. 

For young married couples, 
the possibility for home visits 
doubles. There are young cou-
ples, hardly ever at home for 
Shabbat, visiting each side of the 
family in rotation. This is even 
more the case on major Jewish 
holidays. In Israel, it can happen 
that a family where the couple 
is already in its forties has yet to 
make a single Passover Seder in 
their home – they always go to 
the grandparents. I’m not sure 
that such a situation is ideal. 

Sarah and I, living in Atlanta 
in our mid-twenties, had to rely 

on ourselves and our (very warm and hospitable) 
community for Shabbat and holiday company. It 
was a wonderful experience hosting and being 
hosted by people of all ages. We quickly learned 
how to make guests feel at home and how to 

be good guests ourselves, and we 
grew a lot in the process, indi-
vidually and as a couple.

I am happy to say that talk of 
married children is no longer in 
the theoretical realm for Sarah 
and me. Last month our son Elie 
became engaged to Hadar and 
the wedding is set for March 26. At 
this point, if you keep track of my 
unfolding family saga, you may 
be saying to yourself: Isn’t Elie at 
22 the youngest child and isn’t he 
still in the army? The answer to 
both questions is “yes.” Elie has 
indeed leaped ahead of all of his 
siblings, in part because he is our 

most traditionally religious child (he and Hadar 
believe in complete physical abstinence before 
marriage). And Elie, like several of the other reli-
gious young men in his army unit, will be a mar-
ried soldier for a while. 

Given that Sarah and I will now be competing 
with Hadar’s family, we are not expecting to see 
the young couple every week. Every other week 
will also be okay.

SOPHIE KATZMAN
Special to the Journal

Although she has had a 
passion for music since 
she was a little girl, Vera 

Broekhuysen didn’t always 
know she wanted to be a cantor. 
In fact, when she finished col-
lege at the University of Toronto, 
she decided to train to become 
a doctor. “I hopped around a 
bit. First doing an extra year 
of undergradu-
ate, and then 
enrolling in a 
pre-medical pro-
gram after col-
lege. During one 
of those years I 
was in the pro-
gram, I spent 
the summer in 
Rochester at a 
folk art festival; 
I loved to make 
music there. 
There were songbooks and 
instruments everywhere, and I 
was just enjoying making music 
again. I went home ready to 
pursue my second year of pre-
med, but I wasn’t excited about 
it.”  

Scrolling through Facebook 
one day, Vera saw that a friend 
from her time in Rochester was 
searching for someone to join 
him on a road trip across the 
American West. With little to 
lose, Vera took the opportunity 
and found it to be an awak-
ening. “It was truly a spiritual 
experience from California to 
Nevada, to Glacier National Park, 
Oregon, Utah and beyond. We 
finished together in New Mexico 
and Texas, where we then parted 
ways. I drove home by myself 
along the bottom of the country. 
Having this independent time 
on top of the trip with my friend 
was really significant.”  

During one portion of her trip 
in Atlanta, Vera had a particu-
larly life-changing experience. “I 
went to a service where a grand-
fatherly like man led a sermon 
called the Lupine Lady. He talk-
ed about traveling to faraway 
lands, meeting a lot of differ-

ent people, finding something 
that would make the world more 
beautiful and then passing that 
along to others. It really spoke 
to me.” Vera realized that what 
made the world more beautiful 
for her was singing.  

Growing up in Cambridge in a 
multi-faith family, Broekhuysen 
was raised to be Jewish, but 
not extremely observant; when 
she decided to become a can-
tor, she wasn’t too familiar with 

what it would 
entail. “No one 
else in my fam-
ily worked in the 
Jewish space. A 
lot of them are 
in the medi-
cal field. I didn’t 
know much 
about being a 
cantor, but I 
knew I want-
ed to study it.” 
Her passions 

took her to Hebrew College, a 
non-denominational semi-
nary in Newton, where she was 
ordained this past June, earning 
her Cantorial Studies degree and 
also graduating with a Masters 
in Jewish Education. 

Her transition from Graduate 
School to work was smooth, 
but eventful. “Interviewing at 
Temple Emanu-el in Haverhill, 
I knew it was the right fit. There 
were mutual good feelings; it’s 
really a wonderful congrega-
tion,” she smiles. “I was hired 
in July, while expecting my sec-
ond child in the fall. Much like 
anyone starting a new job, I 
was a bit apprehensive, and I 
just wanted to make it through 
the High Holidays before giving 
birth!” 

Cantor Vera and her husband 
welcomed their second son, 
Benjamin, on Shmini Atzeret, 
just in time for her wishes to be 
met. After eight weeks of mater-
nity leave, she returned to work-
ing part-time, two to three days 
a week. “When you have a new 
baby, the world changes a lot, 
your level of sleep goes down,” 
she laughs, “but the short days 

The Jewish Journal MA is a nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and organizations.

WEDDINGS & EVENTS
photo: ryan kenner

Easy to plan, impossible to forget.

24 Asbury Street, Topsfield, MA 01983 WillowdaleEstate.com978-887-8211

photo: bharat parmar

photo: zac wolf photo: erin mcginn

Jewish Journal - Wedding Issue .indd   1 1/19/17   11:38 AM

106 Main St., Peabody, MA 01960    978-532-7800

Gourmet Chinese & Vietnamese Cuisines

Daily lunch specials until 4pm

10 THE JEWISH JOURNAL MA – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JANUARY 26, 2017 WEDDINGS

Twenty-Somethings in Israel

Teddy’s youngest son Elie is his 
first child to become engaged. 
He is shown with finance Hadar.

In Israel, it can 
happen that a family 
where the couple is 
already in its forties 

has yet to make 
a single Passover 

Seder in their home 
– they always go to 
the grandparents.

Finding Her Voice:  
Cantor Likes Fit in Haverhill

Cantor Vera Broekhuysen of Temple Emanu-el in Haverhill officiates 
at a wedding in 2014.

continued on page 15

One of my favorite  
things to do is to teach 

bar/bat mitzvah students 
the grammatical system  
of trope, rather than just 
having them memorize 

their Torah portion.



Jewish Journal: What were 
your goals as you planned your 
wedding?

Allison Gay: I think we both 
wanted to have a traditional 
Jewish wedding but with a per-
sonalized twist – we wanted it 
to be intimate and personal. We 
had 150 guests, I think, and we 
wanted to make it to feel as if 
there were only 10 people. We 
did that by talking to the rabbi 
and really letting him know the 
full story of how we met and 
what we think of each other and 
he translated that into the cer-
emony. That’s how we made it 
traditional and personal at the 
same time.

Guy Lemberg: We had looked 
at hotels in Boston and they 
seemed too stuffy to us, too 
formal, we wanted something 
that felt more intimate, more 
natural. We weren’t interested in 
golden chandeliers.

JJ: Where did you form your 
vision for you wedding?

Allison: We both work in cre-
ative fields and we’re both art-
ists and I think having a really 
unique space and people could 
walk in and having a differ-
ent experience from what they 
were used to from other wed-
dings was really important for 
us. We’ve both been to so many 
weddings, and we just wanted to 
do something a bit more out of 
the box both for ourselves and 
for our guests.

JJ: Given your parameters, 
was it hard to find an appropri-
ate facility to hold your recep-
tion?

Allison: It was complicated. 
Guy was born in London (and 
lived there until he was 10) 
but grew up in Australia. Guy’s 
dad is Israeli and his mom is 
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TODD FEINBURG
Journal Publisher/Editor

Last Summer, Allison Gay of Swampscott married Guy Lemberg, 
who grew up in England and Australia, in a ceremony and 
reception at Tupper Manor in Beverly. We spoke last week to 

Allison and Guy, who live in San Francisco, about what they wanted 
in a wedding and what guided their decisions. 

Allison and Guy standing with their parents, siblings, niece and 
nephews at Tupper Manor in Beverly. Even though they live in San 
Francisco and Guy is from Australia, Allison’s Swampscott roots 
brought them back to the North Shore for their wedding.
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Irish. My family’s in Boston, we live in 
California and most of our friends are 
there. There’s family all over the world, 
so figuring out where to have the wed-
ding, that took a while. If we had had it 
in California there would have been so 
many places, but to have it in Boston 
meant there weren’t many options. We 
made the decision to have it in Boston 
so my family could help out, and then, 
being there, it was like where can we 
have it where it can be an outdoor space 
and it can feel intimate. So there weren’t 
that many options.

JJ: How do you feel in retrospect? Did 
you make good decisions? Was Boston 
the right place for the wedding?

Allison: I think everyone who came 
to the wedding was really happy to be 
in the Boston area, and the people who 
came from Sydney were able to see the 
North Shore which is such a beautiful 
place to go in August. So, it wasn’t like 
they were shlepping all the way up to go 
to a wedding. They got a whole vacation 
in a beautiful part of the world, and we 
loved the space, so there wasn’t much of 
a compromise.

Guy: We ended up using Tupper Manor 
in Beverly, and there’s a huge, expansive 
lawn with beautiful fountains, and the 
manor itself is a very charming venue. 
There are big windows that look out on 
the ocean, it’s just a beautiful setting.

Allison: Coming from California we 
were looking for space that was a bit 
more modern, but then we decided that 
we should embrace the New England 
charm. In the end that really spoke to us. 
It went beyond our goals. The best com-
pliment we got was after the event and 
someone came up to us and said they 
couldn’t tell whose family was whose.

JJ: Did you find the process of plan-

ning and managing your wedding dif-
ficult? Did you integrate the ideas of your 
families into your plans?

Allison: I work in film production, I 
produce and direct, so the production 
side of me makes sure every little detail 
is checked off, and so this was just like 
another production for me. And my mom 
plans events and has done tons of work in 
the community so between the two of us 
we made sure all the details were right.

Guy: We did a lot of the decision mak-
ing, but our parents were still involved 
on both sides. It was really a team effort. 
I think the details are important, but no 
one leaves a wedding talking about the 
beds. Beds are important, but that’s not 

Gay-Lemberg Wedding
from page 11
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what makes the wedding. What 
makes the wedding is two fami-
lies coming together.

JJ: Weddings now tend to last 
the whole weekend. Did you 
have multiple events?

Allison: We really wanted 
everyone to get to know each 
other before the wedding itself, 
so we planned small events 
before hand. We had a Friday 
night Shabbat dinner at syna-
gogue and my aunt cooked 
dinner for maybe 80 people 
from out of town, and then on 
Saturday we had a big barbe-
cue for the out of town people 
in my cousin’s backyard, low-
key, casual events before this big 
fancy wedding. I think that real-

ly helped to ease things and to 
make sure everyone on our side 
got along and it all worked out 
and then on everyone else’s side 
you could go to our wedding 
and see familiar faces that you 
wouldn’t have otherwise had.

Guy: Weddings are like mag-
nifying glasses, I think, they 
tend to amplify the relation-
ship between the two families. 
Fortunately, we started off with 
the two families getting on real-
ly well, and by the time of the 
wedding the love of the occa-
sion really amplified the feeling 
between the two families.

The details did really add to 
the wedding. The huppa cover 
was designed by my dad with 
our names and imagery that was 

unique to the setting. And also 
I think our wedding had really 
good speeches. Often you go to 
weddings and the speeches are 
just rushed through, like you’re 
given five minutes and that’s 
all you have, so it just becomes 
a list of thanking people. We 
allowed people to really speak 
their minds, and I think the 
result of that was that it was 
a major contributing factor to 
how good the wedding was. My 
mom’s actually a speechwriter, 
so she had to nail it. And my 
brothers ended up doing more 
of an audiovisual roast of me 
than a traditional speech.

JJ: What other tips do you 
have for couples thinking about 
their weddings?

Allison: We didn’t want the 
band to be the emcee the whole 
night, so we had my sister emcee 
the speeches. She was great, and 
it made it feel like people really 
wanted to listen and pay atten-
tion because she was up there.

Guy: And Allison’s dad is a 
great musician, and he played a 
song for Allison. And a friend of 
mine is a very good sax player, 
so he ended up performing with 
the band as well.

Allison: We wanted the decor 
to be very simple and elegant. 

We used smaller vases, simple 
white table clothes and chairs 
that you might find in a garden 
and lots of candles so it was real-
ly romantic and summery and 
natural and organic and it felt 
effortless, even though it wasn’t 
effortless, but it felt that way.

Celebrating 35 Years
427 Paradise Road, Vinnin Square, Swampscott

781-599-8829
Mon-Sat 10-6 • Thurs eve by appt. • Sun 12-4
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Allison Gay and Guy Lemberd wanted their wedding to feel unique and personal. They found the right 
fit at Tupper Manor in Beverly, offering lovely grounds and interior spaces with character.

Allison Gay grew up in Swampscott and attended Cohen Hillel 
Academy. After graduating from Emerson College in Boston, she 
moved to the West Coast to work in film production. She is now a 
producer and director at Airbnb headquarters in San Francisco.

Guy Lemberg was born in London and raised in Sydney, Australia. 
He is a creative director at a San Francisco advertising agency. His 
father, Elan, is an architect and artist, and his mother Pamela is a 
speech writer. Guy moved to San Francisco in 2014 and met Allison 
Gay soon afterwards.

Rabbi Michael Ragozin and Cantor Elana Rosenfeld officiated. 
Catering was provided by Bruce Silverlieb, the Party Specialist, and 
flowers were artfully furnished by Roses and Thistle. Photos by Guru 
Khalsa of San Francisco.
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TODD FEINBURG
Journal Publisher/Editor

With more than 50 years 
in business, people 
know that Giblees sells 

fine men’s clothing on Route 
114 in Danvers. But you may 
not have noticed that they have 
a formal wear department, with 
an in-house tailor department, 
at the same location. We talked 
with owner Alan Gibley about 
the latest trends in formal wear.

Jewish Journal: What’s the 
big new thing in the formal 
wear business?

Alan Gibley: People are 
choosing suits now, frequently, 
over tuxedos. Before three or 
four years ago, we would never 
have a wedding party that was 
all in suits. Now we’re selling and renting colored 
suits as an option to tuxedos – it’s probably 30% 
suits now.

JJ: What do you think is driving the change?
AG: A lot of people are getting married on 

the cape, and a great deal of what we’re seeing 
now is fall weddings – even December weddings. 
Maybe because the venues are getting so expen-
sive people are pushing their weddings off to the 
fall, or moving them to northern New England, 
and those changes lead to different choices in 
terms of attire.

JJ: Are weddings getting smaller?
AG: Oh, definitely. 100 percent. The wedding 

parties are smaller, the venues are smaller. There 
are lots of destination weddings too, and destina-
tion anniversary celebrations with couples travel-
ing. 

JJ: If people are traveling, do they still come to 
you and take the clothes on the road with them?

AG: Sure, either purchase or rent. So much so 
that we’ve changed our fee structure. We used to 
charge 50% extra if you needed the formal wear for 
ten days, but now if you need it for more than the 

weekend we just have a straight 
$25 up charge so people can 
have more time. Bring it back 
in five days or 10, the charge is 
the same.  

JJ: Are rental suits different 
from suits for purchase?

AG: Yes. It’s absolutely a dif-
ferent suit. It’s a complicated 
thing – if you have six or eight 
people in your party, some 
might be comfortable buying 
suits and others want rental. 
Rental suits are made to look 
high fashion, but they’re more 
generic in their shapes so they 
can be fitted to people of dif-
ferent sizes. There are other dif-
ferences too – the rental often 
comes without buttonholes.

JJ: What else is different now?
AG: People are looking for vests with their suits. 

We’re doing three piece suits, but the vest is only 
being ordered about 50% of the time now with 
tuxedo rentals. It’s funny.

JJ: Why should people get their formal wear at 
Giblees?

AG: Well, for the fit mostly. In your photos, you 
don’t want to have pants or sleeves that are too 
long. We have a tailor shop right on the premises 
as opposed to the bigger companies that you get 
fitted and the tux or suit is made up outside of the 
country and shipped for the day before the wed-
ding party. We have all our formal wear ready the 
Wednesday before.

JJ: What else should people know?
AG: It’s okay to send us your measurements 

and phone them in or give them over the internet. 
You can go into a local store near you and most 
will measure you for no charge – or they might 
charge $5 or a similar small fee. Then we can turn 
the suit or tuxedo around in 24 hours for you in 
most cases.

Giblees is located at 85 Andover Street, Route 
114, Danvers. Visit www.giblees.com.

Talking Formal Wear with Alan Gibley
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Karen Lurie
Massage Therapist

Nail Technician & Esthetician
Mobile Services 

in the comfort and privacy of your home

Licensed wellness professional with advanced training 
in high end facials and deep tissue massage.

Trained in the Clarins French method of beauty therapy.

508-451-0033

Rhea  
Simon

Vocalist & Pianist
P

Specializing in  
Jazz, Show Tunes,

Jewish and  
Israeli Music

P

H (978) 685-6464
C (978) 857-9989

FINE CHINESE CUISINE
373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Plan Your Next Event at Su Chang’s!
REHEARSAL DINNERS • ANNIVERSARIES • BIRTHDAYS

SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials: MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm

TEL 978-531-3366 • FAX 978-531-3060 • www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200 

Designer Tuxedo &
Wedding Suit

Sales and Rentals

85 Andover Street
(Next to Ira Lexus)

Route 114, Danvers
978-774-4080

www.giblees.com

Classic looks and
contemporary trends

All rentals complete
with studs, tie, vest,

cummerbund, pocket
square, suspenders

Custom tailoring

Same day service
available

Mick
ie C

asp
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ilh
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e

437 Harvard Street
Brookline, MA 02446

(617) 731-8743

www.kolbo.com
info@kolbo.com

Kolbo Fine Judaica Gallery
Registry, Ketubot, Invitations, Kippot 
Chuppah Rental, Breaking Glasses

Whimsical Weddings at Willowdale

Photo courtesy of Ebersole Photography

Willowdale Estate hosts 
weddings and events 
year-round in a strik-

ing Arts & Crafts style man-
sion nestled within the Bradley 
Palmer State Park. Experienced 
coordinators and award-win-
ning chefs ensure that client 
visions for one-of-a-kind meet-
ings and events are realized in 
a manner that allows them to 
enjoy their event, while earning 
the praise of their most discern-
ing guests. 

The house features the origi-
nal red slate roof, fieldstone 
exterior, original leaded stained 
glass windows, stone-carved 
fireplaces, images of Knights 
and Kings, and intricate wood 
molding. There is a strong 
equestrian theme throughout 

the house through carved and 
glass imagery, quotations and 
even the layout of the house is in 
a horseshoe shape.

Willowdale Estate will cel-
ebrate its 10th year in busi-
ness this year, and is one of the 
most awarded venues north of 
Boston. The outdoor garden 
courtyard and Sperry Tent is 
perfect for weddings between 
140-240 guests in May-October. 
In the colder months weddings 
are held indoors for smaller 
parties between 80-125 guests 
inside the Estate. In addition 
to a busy schedule of weddings 
and events, Willowdale Estate 
hosts a series of public events 
that include Cooking Classes, 
Historic Tours, a Supper Club, 
and more!

Visit www.willowdaleEstate.
com.

Photo courtesy of Lisa Rigby Photography

Always the Lowest Air Fares • Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe • Far East • The Caribbean • Florida • Arizona • Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

420 Harvard Street, Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

give me a lot of flexibility to be 
with my boys and also to be at 
work.” She’s grateful to have 
family that can watch her baby 
and two-and-a-half-year-old 
some days, while sending them 
to daycare others. 

A typical week for Cantor 
Vera often consists of meetings, 
bar/bat mitzvah tutoring, adult 
learning and Shabbat services. 
Teaching both children and 
adults is one of the best parts 
of what she does. “In general, 
the power of using drum, gui-
tar and a room full of music 
is an exciting experience. One 
of my favorite things to do is 
to teach bar/bat mitzvah stu-
dents the grammatical system 
of trope, rather than just hav-
ing them memorize their Torah 
portion. This way they learn the 
right way to chant and the right 
melody directly. It’s amazing to 
see them become empowered 
and then carry those skills with 
them.” 

It is the multifaceted spirit 
of Judaism that really engages 
Cantor Vera daily. “The thing 
that is both valuable in my 
training and my job is a real 
freedom to explore the breadth 
and depth of Judaism in my own 
way. There are as many ways to 
practice Judaism as there are 
Jews!” She laughs. “I am lucky 
to work at a synagogue with 
a diversity of Jewish practice 
and liturgy from Reform to 
Conservative.” 

Cantor Vera
from page 10



Named after prominent 
Salem resident 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, 

the stately federal-style Haw-
thorne Hotel recently celebrat-
ed its ninetieth birthday, and 
was voted the 2015 Best US City 
Center Historic Hotel by Historic 
Hotels of America. The 93 rooms 

continue to draw international 
tourists, wedding guests and 
business travelers who seek the 
historic, unique and distinct 
character of the hotel. 

Currently owned by for-
mer congressman Michael 
Harrington and his wife Dorothy, 
the hotel continues to be the 
place to see and be seen during 
receptions, weddings and social 
events such as the newly instat-
ed annual Masque rade Ball in 
January that started a new tradi-
tion.

Today, the Hawthorne con-
tinues to be a historic beacon in 
the heart of Salem. With mod-
ern amenities guests have come 
to expect, the two award-win-
ning restaurants received great 
reviews. Over the past decades 

many well-known personali-
ties such as newsman Walter 
Cronkite, actress Bette Davis, 
General Colin Powell, and both 
President George Bush and First 
Lady Barbara Bush frequent-
ed the hotel. Most recently 
the grand ballroom and guest 
rooms served as the movie loca-
tion for Jennifer Lawrence and 
Robert de Niro’s blockbuster 
“Joy.” In the political realm, the 
hotel currently houses the office 
of the Consulate of Belgium for 
New England and has been the 
launch venue for many political 
careers.

The Hawthorne Hotel is 
located at 18 Washington 
Square West in Salem. Visit 
www.hawthornehotel.com.
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252 Humphrey Street  u  Marblehead  u  781-631-DELI (3354)  u  www.evansdeli.com
Hours: Mon 10am-7pm  u  Tues-Fri 8am-7pm  u  Sat 7:30am-6pm  u  Sun 7:30am-1pm

EVAN’s
NEW YORK STYLE DELI

DELI PLATTER includes:  Roast Beef, Corned Beef, Turkey Breast, Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, 
Pickles, Bread & Rolls & Condiments ~ $10.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)

FISH PLATTER includes:  Nova Lox, Whitefish Salad, Muenster Cheese, Assorted Bagels, 
Plain & Chive Cream Cheese (other cheeses upon request), Tomatoes, Cucumbers, 

Red Onions & Capers (Sable & Kippered Salmon extra charge)  ~ $11.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)

PARTY PLATTERS 
for Meet the In-Laws, Feed the Bridal Party, Post-Wedding Brunches, etc., etc.

Round meets Cushion

Round Diamond and Cushion Halo Ring

387 Washington Street, 4th Floor, Boston • 617-426-4932 • josephgann.com
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Ninety-three Distinctive Rooms at 
Hawthorne Hotel

The Hawthorne Hotel’s classic look is totally natural, with the Salem 
landmark having recently celebrated its ninetieth birthday.
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Looking Ahead

family FUN

Susan Axe-Bronk of Newton (r) at the Women’s March in Boston on Saturday, where she was attracted to fellow marchers carrying the creative 
sign, above, that references the historic 1912 “Bread and Roses” women’s strike in Lawrence. Axe-Bronk has attended that city’s Labor Day 
commemorations.

BROOKWOOD OPEN HOUSE The Open House is held Saturday, 
January 28, 13:30 p.m. at the Manchester-by-the-Sea school for 
students grades K-8. 

#NSMY North Shore Middle School Youth is an exciting new 
collaboration aimed at getting more 6th-8th grade youth together with 
the next event on Saturday, January 28 from 6-9 p.m. at the JCC of the 
North Shore in Marblehead. #NSMY is a partnership between Cohen 
Hillel Academy, Congregation Shirat Hayam, JCCNS, NSTI, Temple B’nai 
Abraham, Temple Emanu-El, Temple Ner Tamid, Temple Sinai & Temple 
Tiferet Shalom. Jccns.org

UNCLE PATS POP-UP BURGER NIGHT Blackstrap BBQ, 47A 
Woodside Ave., Winthrop, offers this event Tuesday, January 31, 5-9 
p.m. Reservations suggested. 617-207-1783.   

WINTER PANTO  Imaginary Beasts Theater Company presents their 
popular, family-friendly, satiric, topsy-turvy winter panto, “The Princess 
and the Pea,” through February 4, Fridays at 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 1,4 
p.m.; Sundays, 2 p.m., Plaza Black Box Theatre, Boston Center for 
the Arts, 539 Tremont St., Boston. $24; children ages 10-under, $12; 
seniors, students, $15. Bostontheatrescene.com, 617-933-8600.

IMPROV FOR KIDS  The Boston comedy improvisation theater of 
Cambridge presents a 10-week laughter school for middle  and high 
school students. Youth Laughter School, grades 6-8, Wednesdays, 
11a.m.-12:30 p.m., after School Laughter School, Thursdays, 3:30-5 
p.m.; grades 9-12, Thursdays, 3:30-5 p.m. IMPROVBOSTON is currently 
also accepting registration for February and April vacation Comedy 
Clinics for ages 8-13, and Summer Clinics for ages 8-17. Registration, 
ImprovBoston,com/training, scholarships for season starting in March, 
ImprovBoston.com/training/scholarships. 

CRUEL BEAUTIFUL WORLD  The Hadassah Northeast 2017 Author 
Tour presents author Caroline Leavitt Monday, February 6, 7 p.m. at 
Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody, and February 7, 12 p.m., 
at Hadassah Northeast, 1320 Centre St., Newton Centre. Registration, 
Hadassah.org. hne@hadassah.org.

QUEEN NUR Firehouse Center for the Arts presents 50-minute 
Queen Nur- Sweet Potato Pie and Such, geared to children grades 
K-6, Wednesday, February 8, 9:30 and 11:30 a.m., Market Square, 
Newburyport. Firehouse.org.

BABY AND ME CLASS Bring children ages 6 months to 3 years old to 
the Jewish Community Center in Marblehead on Fridays from 10:15-
11:30 a.m. for fun, baby-focused classes and the chance to meet other 
parents and caregivers while children play together. Jccns.org. 

GAMM THEATRE WORKSHOPS Lots of great workshops now being 
offered such as David Rabinow’s four-session class, “The Rules for 
Writing,” on Wednesdays at 6:30 February 1-22. Also, Boston’s award-
winning actress Marianna Bassham teaches a six-session Monologue 
Study, Sundays at 10 a.m., February 12-March 26. gammtheatre.org 
172 Exchange St., Pawtucket, RI.  

PRESCHOOL HIP HOP Eight-week dance class teaching children 
ages 4-5 years fun hip hop moves and dance combinations Saturdays 
through March 18, 10-10:45 a.m. at the Leventhal-Sidman Jewish 
Community Center, 333 Nahanton St., Newton. The developmentally 
appropriate class includes hip hop technique and choreography, and 
freestyle improvisation. $160. bostonjcc.org/register. 617-558-6486, 
artclasses@jccgb.org.

WINTER FESTIVAL 2017 
Stoneham Theatre’s Young 
Company presents its winter 
festival of plays through 
February 5 including “The 
Musical Adventures of 
Flat Stanley Jr.” for ages 
pre-kindergarten-fourth 
grade; “The Emperor’s 
New Clothes,” for grades 
pre-K through seventh; 
“Mary Poppins,” for third- 
to seventh-graders; and 

“Sweeney Todd, The Demon Barber of Fleet Street,” eighth-
through 12-graders, 395 Main St., Stoneham. $15. Showtimes, 
matinees, 781-279-2200, stonehamtheatre.org.  

BCT WINTER CLASSES Boston Children’s Theatre is offering weekend 
and weekday classes for children, ages 4-7, 7-10, 9-14, and 14-19, in 
Boston and Beverly. info@bostonchildrenstheatre.org.

KIDS NEW JEWISH LEARNING PROGRAM Experiential skill building 
classes connecting children to Jewish life start this month, part of the 
Leventhal-Sidman Jewish Community Center’s new Discovery Club 
program which include Earth Adventurers, Early Astronomers, Spicing 
it Up, Spectacular Storytellers and Growing Gardeners for children 
ages 5-8. , 333 Nahanton St., Newton  bostonjcc.org/discoveryclub, 
discoveryclub@jccgb, 617-558-6483.

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE IMAX Ongoing films at the Museum of 
Science’s mega-screen are “Dolphins,” “Extreme Weather,” and 
“National Parks Adventure,” Science Park, Boston.

NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM IMAX Explore Galapagos and visit its 
natural inhabitants in “Galapagos: 3-D: Nature’s Wonderland,” and see 
“Great White Sharks” and their underwater world, follow whales in 
“Humpback Whales:3-D,” at New England Aquarium’s IMAX Theater, 
Boston. mltlive.org.

PARENTING THROUGH A JEWISH LENS Registration is open for 
Hebrew College and Combined Jewish Philanthropies-supported fall 
parenting classes for all ages and stages held at several locations in the 
Greater Boston area: children under 18. Daytime classes include free 
babysitting. Registration at hebrewcollege.edu/parenting, parenting@
hebrewcollege.edu or call Ahava Rosenthal at 617-559-8734.

FITNESS CLASS North Suburban Jewish Community Center and 
Temple Ner Tamid sponsor Pilates, Sunday mornings, 10:30-11:30 a.m., 
and zumba, Monday nights, 6:15-7:15 p.m. at Temple Ner Tamid, 368 
Lowell St., Peabody. RSVP to arlyneg@nsjcc.org. 

FANTASTIC BEASTS Jordan Furniture’s Sunbrella Imax Theatre in 
Reading and Natick has tickets for the new, spectacular film featuring 
4K laser technology. Natick, call 508-844-5170, Reading, 508-844-5171.

JCC ADAPTIVE MUSIC PROGRAM  Children with developmental 
and intellectual disabilities ages may participate in an educational 
music and performance-based program, held in partnership with 
amplif-adaptive music programs for life through March 22, 4-5 p.m., 
for children ages 6-12, and from 5-6 P.M. for children 13-17. They will 
write songs and stage, choreograph and perform a show for family and 
friends. Open to all. Nine-week course, $315, scholarships available. 
Leventhal-Sidman Jewish Community Center,  333 Nahanton St., 
Newton. inclusion@jccgb.org, 617-558-6507.

SHORE COUNTRY DAY OPEN HOUSE First Friday open houses 
continue for coeducational students in grades pre-kindergarten to 9, 
545 Cabot St., Beverly. Buses are provided for students from Andover, 
Gloucester, Lynnfield, Marblehead, Swampscott and Newburyport. First 
Friday open tours also offered. ShoreSchool.org. 978-927-1700.

THE AMAZING MAX SHOW There’s lots of visual magic and audience 
participation in this fun show, Monday, February 20, 11a.m. and 1p.m., 
Leventhal-Sidman Jewish Community Center, 333 Nahanton St., 
Newton. The show is part of the JCC Magic Ark Performing Arts Series 
for Families, a program of the Ryna Greenbaum JCC Center for the Arts. 
For families with children ages 3+ years. 617-965-5226.

Wheelock Family Theatre 
presents multi-award 

winning musical, geared to 
families with children 8+.

200 Riverway, Boston. 

617-879-2300, 

tickets@wheelock,edu, 
wheelockfamilytheatre.org. 
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January 27 -
February 26



INTIMATE EXCHANGES Two actors 
portray six roles in Alan Ayckbourn’s 
two-act, two-hour play “Intimate 
Exchanges,” presented by the Nora 
Theatre Company through February 12, 
at Central Square Theater, 450 Mass. 
Ave., Cambridge. Tickets start at $25; 
senior, student with university ID, 
under 18-year-old and group discounts. 
CentralSquareTheatre.org, 617-576-9278, 
Ext. 1. 

OBERON Avant garde performances 
continue at Oberon with The Moth: 
Topic-Gender, by the Usual Suspect, 
January 31 and February 21, 8 p.m.; 
Burlesque Against Humanity, February 
5 , 8 p.m., February 10, 7:30, 10:30 
p.m., $15-$30;  The Usual Suspects’ 
“Mortified,” February 11, 12, 7:30 p.m., 
$15; and more! 2 Arrow St., Cambridge. 
cluboberon.com.

DANISH STRING QUARTET The 
prestigious group performs Saturday, 
January 28, 8 p.m., at New 
England Conservatory’s Jordan 
Hall, 30 Gainsborough St., Boston. 
celebrityseries.org.

IMPROV BOSTON NEW LINEUP  The 
Cambridge comedy club features filthy 
fun, The Last Laugh, as its new late-
night shows every Saturday at 11:30 
p.m., including LaughterRisk, Late Night 
Longform, Terrible People and Over the 
Line. ImprovBoston.com/last-laugh.   

BB@HOME SERIES Boston Ballet 
has joined hands with world-renowned 
choreographer William Forsythe to 
present a series of performances with a 
conversation with Forsythe and Artistic 
Director Mikko Nissinen on Feb. 10, 7:30 
p.m., “Focus on Forsythe,” and excerpts 
from his masterpiece, “Artifact,” in the 
ballet company’s grand rehearsal studio, 
19 Clarendon St., South End, Boston 
headquarters.  Tickets start at $55. 
bostonballet.org/bb-at-home, 627-695-
6955.   

BILL LAURANCE The Snarky Puppy 
Grammy Award-winning pianist performs  
for all ages February 1, 8 p.m. at the Red 
Room at Café 939, 939 Boylston St., 
Boston. Advance tickets, $15; general 
admission, standing room only, $18. 
Cafe939.com, 617-747-6038.

SONG RECITAL: TO THE SEA Salem 
State University presents this evening 
of American composers’ works inspired 
by the sea, January 30, 7:30 p.m. 
Recital Hall, 71 Loring Ave., Salem. Free. 
Salemstate.edu/arts.  

BERKLEE CHINESE NEW YEAR 
CONCERT  The Chinese Student and 
Scholar Association (CSSA) and Bridge 
the Gap (BTG) present this 90-minute 
music program January 31, 8 p.m., 
Berklee Performance Center, 136 Mass. 
Ave., Boston. The program includes 
Chinese folk and pop songs, dance and 
other performing arts, and Berklee’s 
popular a cappella group, Pitch Slapped. 
Advance admission, $8; day of show, 
$12.berklee.edu/BPC.

SONGS IN THE KEY OF LIFE Berklee 
teacher Tom Appleman, alumni Jonathan 
Hoard and Desmond Scaife, Jr. perform 
songs from Stevie Wonder’s “Songs 
in the Key of Life,” February 1, 8 p.m., 
Berklee Performance Center, 136 Mass. 
Ave., Boston. $8/$12.berklee.edu/BPC. 

BOB MARLEY’S ENSEMBLE The 
Berklee Bob Marley Ensemble performs 
“Exodus,” with special guest, Vivien 
Goldman, February 2, 8 p.m., Berklee 
Performance Center, 136 Mass. Ave., 
Boston.  $8/$12.berklee.edu/BPC.

BOB FRANKE Opening Me and Thee 
Coffeehouse’s Folk Legacy Month is 
acoustic-folk musician Bob Franke, 
February 3, Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Marblehead, 298 Mugford 
St., Marblehead. Opening act is Aaron 
Nathans and Michael G. Ronstadt, $20 at 
the door. meandthee.org. 
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All Natural & Organic Sushi
No MSG • Zero Trans-Fat

Gluten-Free & Sugar-Free Dishes

Convenient parking located in Swampscott Mall

430 Paradise Road, Vinnin Square (Rt. 1A), Swampscott

781-599-1780
Sun-ThuRS 11:30 am-10:00 pm • FRi-SAT 11:30 am-11:00 pm

Online ordering, delivery & catering at 
www.GourmetGardenRestaurant.com

Life is Good @ Gourmet Garden

100 Chinese
Restaurants

in U.S.A.

2009

2002-13

Week of Friday, January 27 through Thursday, February 2, 2017

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

TRESPASS AGAINST US (R) 
Exhibited in HD in our 18-seat Screening Room

Fri: (4:40), 7:20, 9:35
Sat: (12:00), (2:45), 7:20, 9:35

Sun: (12:00), (2:45), 7:20
Mon - Thu: (4:40), 7:20

HIDDEN FIGURES (PG) 
Fri: (3:45), 6:45, 9:45

Sat: (12:15), (3:45), 6:45, 9:45
Sun: (12:15), (3:45), 6:45
Mon - Thu: (4:00), 6:45

LA LA LAND (PG-13) 
Fri: (4:15), 7:15, 10:00

Sat: (12:30), (4:15), 7:15, 10:00
Sun: (12:30), (4:15), 7:15
Mon - Thu: (4:15), 7:15

MOONLIGHT (R) 
Fri: (4:30), 7:00, 9:30

Sat: (11:30 AM), (2:00),  
(4:30), 7:00, 9:30

Sun: (11:30 AM), (2:00), (4:30), 7:00
Mon - Wed: (4:30), 7:00

Thu: (3:45), 6:00

BIRDS OF CHICAGO 
Live Musical Performance 

One night only!
Thu: 8:30 PM

THIS PERFECT PLACE:  
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
(NR) 

Mon-Thu: 4:30 PM

Visit our website for other showtimes

STORIES FROM YOUR LIFE Renowned Marblehead storyteller Judith Black leads her class of eight 
participants, “Making Stories from your Life,” February 3-5: In Marblehead, $350, includes Friday night dinner 
and snacks. Reservations, send $75 check to Black, 33 Prospect St., Marblehead or storiesalive.com/order-
form. 

PARENTING THROUGH A JEWISH LENS Registration for fall parenting classes supported by Hebrew 
College and CJP, is held throughout the Boston area. Classes are offered for parents of children ages 0-10; 
tweens, ages 10-13, and teen-agers. Parents of all backgrounds welcome; free babysitting for daytime 
classes; scholarships, discounts offered. Hebrewcollege.edu/parenting, email parenting@hebrewcollege.edu.

PARKINSON’S WELLNESS PROGRAM The nine-week winter session of exercise and movement classes 
and support group for people with Parkinson’s disease and their caregivers continues at the Leventhal-Sidman 
Jewish Community Center, 333 Nahanton St., Newton. (Classes, $90) The support group meets Tuesdays, 
2-3 p.m., ($45). Registration required. 617-667-1276.

TIFERET SHALOM OPEN HOUSE Peabody Reform Jewish congregation welcomes people of all backgrounds 
to its open houses located in several areas of the North Shore. For information or to RSVP to a site, e-mail 
bsimons@templetiferetshalom.org.  

ENGAGING ISRAEL Temple Emanu-El and Congregation Shirat Hyam present rabbis David Meyer and 
Michael Ragozin leading the Engaging Israel project, where Jews join others from around the world to think 
about Israel, its meaning in their lives and the enrichment and positive influence of the reality of a Jewish 
nation. The discussions are held Tuesdays, 7:30-9 p.m., February 7, March 7, April 4, May 2, May 23, June 
6, at alternating synagogues. JCC, Hillel Academy and synagogue members,  $36; general community, $50. 
shirathayam.org/iengage. 

JCC CAMPS FAIRS  Camp directors from day, overnight, and specialty camps will be on hand Sunday, 
February 5, at the Leventhal-Sidman Jewish Community Center (JCC) to speak with parents about the 
summer camp programs, from preschool to high school, with transportation from several locations in Greater 
Boston. Free, everyone welcome. Bostonjcc.org/camp, camping@jccgb.org.

DIVAS AND DESSERT Merrimack Valley Jewish Federation presents this tribute to Barbra Streisand and 
Bette Midler featuring vocalist Lisa Yves February 9, at 7 p.m., Lanam Club, 260 North Main St., Andover. 
Seniors 70+ years old, $12; sponsors, one tickets, Streisand, $54, Midler, $36; general admission, $18.mvjf.
org, or call with credit card, 978-688-0466. 

THE VENICE GHETTO: 500 YEARS OF LIFE The Yiddish Book Center at 1021 West St., Amherst, presents 
the 2015 documentary drama and animated film, February 12, 2 p.m. yiddishbookcenter.org/events.

STAND WITH US  All are invited to welcome former Israeli soldiers to the North Shore on Thursday, 
February 23rd at 7 p.m., at Temple B’nai Abraham, 200 Lothrop Street in Beverly. Hear about real life 
experiences from Israeli soldiers who serve to protect all citizens of Israel.  Their stories are inspirational, 
human, and deeply personal, demonstrating clearly how the IDF employs the strictest moral standards while 
defending the citizens of Israel.  The program is free and is sponsored by StandWithUs, Lappin Foundation 
and Temple B’nai Abraham.  All are welcome.  Reservations suggested to Susan Feinstein at 978-740-4431 
or sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org. 

BASKETBALL FANS, lovers of Israel and individuals of all ages are invited to the North Shore premiere 
of On The Map, an inspirational, against-all-odds story of Maccabi Tel Aviv’s 1977 European Basketball 
Championship on Monday, February 27, 7 p.m. at Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell Street in Peabody.  All are 
welcome.  Reservations suggested to Susan Feinstein at 978-740-4431 or sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org. 

Community NEWS

Art & ENTERTAINMENT

HAND TO GOD As a new year 
treat, SpeakEasy Stage Company 
presents Robert Askins‘ Broadway, 
multi-nominated, two-act, two-hour 
comedy, “Hand  to God,” featuring 
Boston’s stars Lewis D. Wheeler, 
Marianna Bassham, Tyrone the 
Puppet and more, through February 
4, Boston Center for the Arts, 527 
Tremont St., Boston. 617-933-8600, 
bostontheatrescene.com.

calendar@jewishjournal.orgCalendar Editor  SHEILA BARTH 



REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com 2/17

Trusted Caregivers Since 1991
www.associatedhomecare.com
Complimentary assessement

Home Health Aides 
Companions / Personal Care 
Live-in / 24-Hour / Overnight
Nursing / Care Management
Dementia-Alzheimer’s Care

Long-Term Care Insurance Accepted

Beverly - Boston - Burlington - 
Leominster - Lynn - Marblehead -

No. Andover - Springfield
1-800-281-0878

info@associatedhomecare.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

1/17

ORTHODONTIST
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Weaver OrthOdOntics
Orthodontics for Adults, Adolescents and Children

PERSONAL TRAINING & NUTRITIONAL COACHING

4/17

www.embodymentrx.com
matt@embodymentrx.com

(781) 710-2131
FREE Consultation!

EMBODYMENT RX
Making it Simple to Lose Weight  
And Increase Energy Through  
Proper Exercise and Nutrition

HEARING

2/17

Doctor Trusted, Patient Voted #1
600 Loring Avenue, Salem, MA

978-607-0062 • renewhearing.net

Personalized home care services 
from 1-hour a week to 24-hrs a day

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

781-245-1880  abchhp.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

1/18

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”
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PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

2/17

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org | 978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors
2/17

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

2/17

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors
2/17

LASER DENTISTRY

6/17

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300 • Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com • hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE AND 
PALLIATIVE CARE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

Dedicated to Dr. Matthew S. Shwartz

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

HOSPICE CARE

2/17

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH 
VISITING NURSE AGENCY

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

Dedicated to Manuel R. Grell

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

2/17

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

2/17

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

2/17

HEALTH SERVICES
OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored 11/17

PRIVATE DUTY CARE	
	

	

	
	
	
	

Concierge Level Home Care 
	
	

Case	Management	
Medical	Escort	

	

Memory	Care	•	Personal	Care	
	

Meticulous	Staff	Selection	
Companions	•	Home	Health	Aides	

LPNs	•	RNs	
	

Providing	Up	to	24/7	Care	
	

Fully	Bonded	and	Insured	
	

8	Cherry	Street	•	Danvers,	MA	01923	
978-500-5161	

AberdeenHomeCareInc.com	
	

Specializing in Private Duty Home Care Since 2001 
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ELDER SERVICES

10/17

Serving Danvers, Marblehead, Salem,  
Middleton & Peabody Since 1976 

978-750-4540     www.nselder.org 

Information, Support & Services for  
our local area older adults 

To advertise in our 
HEALTH SERVICES  

DIRECTORY,
call 

978-745-4111
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ICCA NORTHEAST QUARTERFINAL: NIGHT ONE Top Northeast 
a cappella groups compete for the International Champions title, 
Saturday, February 4, 7 p.m., Berklee Performance Center, 136 Mass. 
Ave., Boston, students, $16/$20/$24; adults, $20/$25/$30.berklee.
edu/BPC. 

BANDA MAGNA The collaboration of WGBO Jazz 88.3 FM, NPR 
Music and Berklee present the Greek-born singer, film scorer and 
composer, Magna Giannikou, February 8, 8 p.m., at the Red Room 
of Café 939, 939 Boylston St., Boston. $10, standing room only, all 
ages. Cafe939.com, 617-747-6038.

BEANTOWN SWING ORCHESTRA  Rockport Music presents the 
musical group performing music of the swing era featuring American 
Idol finalists John Stevens, Siobhan Magnus and Erika Van Pelt, semi-
finalist Jen Hirsh, and globally-acclaimed jazz vocalist Laura Brunner, 
February 8, 7 p.m., Shalin Liu Performance Center, 37 Main St., 
Rockport $15-$20. Rockportmusic.org.

SHAPESHIFTER LAB ORCHESTRA Winnie Dahlgren, professor of 
harmony, and Matthew Garrison, Shapeshifter Lab founder, present 
a concert of Garrison’s music, arranged for a big band sound by 
Dahlgren, February 9, 8 p.m., Berklee Performance Center, 136 Mass. 
Ave., Boston,  $8/$12.

JEFF LEBLANC AND HAYLEY REARDON The popular songwriter 
and Cambridge folk performer appear in the Red Room at Café 
939, February 10, 8 p.m. Advance tickets. $12; standing room only 
general admission, $15. All ages. 939 Boylston St., Boston. Cafe939.
com, 617-747-6038.

THE BEAUTY QUEEN OF LEENANE The Druid Theatre Company 
of Ireland performs Martin McDonagh’s Tony Award-winning 
phenomenon  subversive thriller play, “The Beauty Queen of 
Leenane,”February 8-26, an extended run, at Emerson/Paramount 
Center’s Robert J. Orchard Stage, 559 Washington St., Boston. 
artsemerson.org, 617-824-8400.

DECOMPRESSION CHAMBER MUSIC – HAYDN AND MOZART: 
THE GENIUS EFFECT The popular group performs Part 2: Synergy 
and Brilliance, Monday, February 6, 7 p.m., at Club Passim,47 Palmer 
St., Cambridge. passim.org.  

DHAFER YOUSSEF The Tunisian singer player performs with Aaron 
Parks, Matt Brewer and Marcus Gilmore, February 10 at Berklee 
Performance Center, 136 Mass. Ave., Boston.

MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM Trinity Repertory Theatre presents 
a re-imagined version of Shakespeare’s timeless romantic comedy, 

February 9-March 24. Washington St., Providence, RI. Trinityrep.com. 

DEADBEAT New England’s favorite Grateful Dead tribute six-
piece band featuring former Beverly-ite musicians Jason Cohen on 
keyboard and Gary Barth on rhythm guitar and vocals, performs 
February 10 at Opus Underground, Washington Street, Salem, and 
Harlow’s Pub, Peterborough, NH, February 17, at 9:30 p.m., for 
patrons 21+ years old. deadbeat@bostondeadbeat.com.

GLORIES OF THE ITALIAN BAROQUE Concertmaster Aisslinn 
Nosky leads a program of Vivaldi and friends, including Locatelli, 
Brescianello and Durante, February 10, 7:30 p.m., and February 12, 3 
p.m., New England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall, 30 Gainsborough St., 
Boston. $23-$92. 617-266-3605, handelandhaydn.org. 

MIGUEL ZENON Acclaimed saxophonist-composer celebrates the 
release of his newest album, “Tipico,” performing February 10 with 
his quartet, Villa Victoria for The Arts, Boston.

BILL STAINES me and thee coffeehouse welcomes back this 
legendary performer February 10, 8 p.m., at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Marblehead, 28 Mugford St., Marblehead.  $20 meandthee.
org. 

NOAM PIKELNY On February 11, 8 p.m., the banjo virtuoso performs 
songs from his “Musical Manifesto,” and features special guest 
Anais Mitchell, singer-songwriter, Sanders Theatre, 45 Quincy St., 
Cambridge, as part of his solo tour. The album is being released 
March 3. 617-482-2595.celebrityseries.org/pikelny.

CONCERTO COMPETITION WINNERS The Boston Philharmonic 
Youth Orchestra presents seven talented winners of its Concerto 
Competition, and “Ballet Ruse,” a commissioned piece by Michael 
Gandolfi and Hindemith’s “Symphonic Metamorphosis,”  Sunday, 
February 12, 3 p.m., Sanders  Theatre, 45 Quincy St., Cambridge. 
$15-$30. Bostonphil.org.

“A DOLL’S HOUSE” Huntington Theatre Company presents Bryony 
Lavery’s adaptation of Henrik Ibsen’s classic dramatic play through 
February 5, BU Theatre, Avenue of the Arts, select Tuesdays-
Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.; Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m.; select Sundays, 7 
p.m.; matinees, select Wednesdays, Saturdays, Sundays, at 2 p.m. 
264 Huntington Ave., Boston. Tickets start at $25;  huntingtontheatre.
org, 617-266-0800.

“THE CHILDREN’S HOUR” The Sandra Feinstein Gamm Theatre 
features Lillian Hellman’s powerful Depression Era drama through 
February 12, 172 Exchange St., Pawtucket, RI. $44,$52. Preview 
performances, January 12-15, $33. 401-723-4266,gammtheatre.org.

ROBERT SIEGELMAN Salem State University presents an array of 
Robert Siegelman’s works, Winfisky Gallery, Ellison Campus center, 352 
Lafayette St., Salem.  Artist’s talk, February 3, 12:30 p.m.; reception, 2 
p.m. Gallery open Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., or by appointment. 
Salemstate.edu/arts.  

LIBRERIA DONCELES URBANO PROJECT presents this socially 
engaged,participatory art project that contains a bookstore of more than 
10,000 used books in Spanish, through March 31, featuring bilingual 
salon-like gatherings for conversations, performances and workshops 
meant to encourage cultural understanding, tolerance and social activism, 
at Ubano’s Gallery space, 29 Germania St., Jamaica Plain. Libreria 
Donceles is open Monday-Friday, 1-6 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

NOT OF THIS EARTH Boston cyberarts Gallery’s new exhibition, “Not 
of This Earth: Contemporary Art and Science Fiction,” appears at the 
gallery, 141 Green St., Jamaica Plain, through February 26. Artists include 
Sophia Brueckner, Micah Ganske,Tatiana Gulenkina, Carol Hayes, Michael 
Lewy, Joseph Popper, Chris Rackley and Marion Tampon-Lajarriett. 
bostoncyberarts.org, 617-524-8495, info@bostoncyberarts.org.  

NEW ARTIST MEMBERS EXHIBIT Marblehead Arts Association 
features eight new artisans in the Artisan Shop through April 16. Also, 
Calling All Artists: New England Regional Exhibit: Variations IIII, opens 
February 11, with an opening reception February 12, 2-4 p.m., that’s 
free and open to all. Light refreshments served. King Hooper Mansion, 8 
Hooper St., Marblehead. marbleheadarts.org.

MUSEUM OF RUSSIAN ICONS The museum features exhibition Holy 
Fools to Wonder Workers:Saints of the Orthodox Faith, through Feb.26; 
Two Imperial Icons, through May 14, 2017. Museum information, hours, 
fees, museumofrussianicons.org.

SHOES: PLEASURE AND PAIN An exhibition at Peabody Essex Museum 
features 300 pairs of shoes for men and women, created by more than 
130 designers and artists, including Manolo Blahnik, Christian Louboutin, 
Jimmy Choo and Prada, through March 12. Some of the footwear was 
worn by Queen Elizabeth and Queen mother, Lady Victoria, Elton John, 
David Beckham and several other celebrities. East India Square, Salem. 
Pem.org.

ART exhibitions

Send your CALENDAR Event Notices to
calendar@jewishjournal.org



JANE HANSER
Special to the Journal

The film “Hidden Figures,” 
directed by Theodore 
Melfi, brings us the true 

story of America’s zeal to put 
a man into space juxtaposed 
against the remarkable but 
unknown story of three black 
American women whose math-
ematical, scientific, computing 
and engineering genius made it 
possible – in an era of Jim Crow 
laws – for NASA to launch a man 
into space and bring him safely 
home. 

Nineteen-fifties America’s 
national fervor to achieve new 
heights in science and technolo-
gy was driven by Russia’s launch 
of the unmanned Sputnik in 1957 
and, shortly after, a payload with 

a dog. The NACA (forerunner of 
NASA) Langley Research Center, 
in Hampton Virginia, was the 
hub of this development. This 
was also the America of the Jim 
Crow laws which were firmly in 
place in Hampton where, at the 
same time, three black women, 
Mary Jackson (Janelle Monáe), 
Dorothy Vaughn (Octavia 
Spencer) and Katherine Johnson 
(Tariji Henson) were employed 
at Langley as human comput-
ers. Margot Lee Shetterly, who 
authored the book of the same 
name upon which the film was 
based, grew up in a Langley 
family of mathematicians and 
chose these three women plus 
one other as the subjects of her 
book. 

These women, and hundreds 
of other computers of their race 
(although the movie depicted a 
much smaller group), were also 
kept segregated at the West Area 
Computing Center, an area set 
aside specifically for “colored.” 
The set design was as close to 
the actual NASA setting as possi-
ble, from the office of the NASA 
director Al Harrison (Kevin 
Costner), down to the “colored 
women” bathroom sign, the 
“colored” water fountains and 
the “colored” only books of the 
public library. But NASA had 
something else – it was a meri-
tocracy and it wanted to win 
the space race – and all three 
women had something unique: 
They were proud, loved and 
excelled at the highest levels of 
mathematics, knew their worth 
and wanted to contribute to the 
space effort. 

They also had the good for-

tune of working for NASA direc-
tors (embodied in this movie 
as one director, in one of Kevin 
Costner’s finest roles) who had 
a goal and a mission they were 
determined to achieve which, 
in this case, meant breaking the 
color barrier. The sparkling Mary 
Jackson’s lucky break came at the 
hands of the white male (pre-
sented in the film as a Holocaust 
survivor) Karl Zielinski (Olek 
Krupa), based on her real 
life mentor Kazimierz “Kaz” 
Czarnecki, who realized Mary’s 
talent and encouraged her to 
obtain an advanced degree in 
Engineering, a challenge since 
advanced engineering was only 
offered in all-white college 
classes, which she would need 
to petition the court to attend. 
The mathematical and analyt-
ic geometry wizard Katherine 
Johnson was recognized by John 
Glenn, who insisted that he fly 
into orbit on Friendship 7 only 
if her manual calculations of the 
trajectory for the flight and land-
ing matched exactly those of the 
machine computer. 

With a lively pace, and mag-
nificently scored by Pharrel 
Williams (who himself grew up 
in Hampton but knowing noth-
ing of this story), truth and 
heart radiate from this not-
to-be-missed film, even given 
that some characters such as 
Al Harrison and engineer Paul 
Stafford (Jim Parsons) are com-
posites and timelines (such as 
the timing of Friendship 7’s lift-
off and Katherine Johnson’s cal-
culations) are compressed for 
the sake of the dramatic arc. 
Those of us who kept our eyes 
glued to the TV set as first Alan 
Shepherd then John Glenn 
forged a path into space, to 
those who now take manned 
space flights for granted, will all 
be astonished to finally see this 
hidden side of American history 
revealed. 

History can be explained, 
according to some, by the impact 
of great persons, highly influ-
ential individuals, who make a 
decisive impact on events; it can 
also be explained that great per-
sons are the products of their 
societies. “Hidden Figures” 
demonstrates the power of both.
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RICHARD
PLASTER, PAINT & PAPERING
Repairs • Restoration • Rescue

Blueboard or Replaster
Wall & Woodwork Tuneup

Reasonable Rates

Call Jerry: 781-913-2826
11/166/17

Locally Licensed & Insured

781-588-5417
Mention this ad & receive 10% off

BRIAN’S 
PLUMBING

www.wjskouras.com
Call John: (978) 531-5545 

Fax: (978) 977-9982
Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Fully Insured
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PAINTING CONTRACTORS
Residential  |  Commercial  |  General Carpentry

W. J. SKOURAS & CO. INC.

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com
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Professional  
Home Cleaning

978-741-7100 
www.maidpro.com/salem

2/17

Serving most North Shore towns
Call or visit us on the web for specials

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BAY STATE  
WINDOW  
FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Call Lisa!

Custom Draperies, 

Blinds, Shades & More!
Free Estimates & Installation

93 Main Street, Peabody
baystatewindowfashions.com 1/17 2/17

• Patios
• Walkways
• Driveways
• Foundation
   Repair & Rebuild
• Pavers

• Stone Walls
• Chimney Repair • Stair Repair 
• Outdoor Living Areas

McLAUGHLIN MASONRY
(978) 594-4941 • (781) 631-1786

mclaughlinmasonry@gmail.com
11/16

12/16

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com
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KITCHEN & BATH  
SHOWROOM

Wholesale & Retail  
Plumbing & Heating Supplies

55 Alley Street, Lynn
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Merit Fights Race in ‘Hidden Figures’

800-525-4825

For Mice & Rat Removal, 
You Need The Best.

Rats can fit through holes the size of a quarter.  
Mice can fit through holes the size of a dime.

www.a1exterminators.com

Please support our advertisers  
by choosing them first.

Our advertisers,  
along with our contributors, 

make the Jewish Journal possible!
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Honor your friend  
or loved one  

with a donation to  
the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of Jewish life  

in our communities.

LEGACYOBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief 
obituaries for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 250 words, “In 
Memoriam,” cost $100; longer 
submissions will be charged 
accordingly. Photographs cost 
$25. For further information, 
contact your local funeral home; 
call Andrew at the Jewish Journal 
at 978-745-4111 x174; or email 
andrew@jewishjournal.org.

NOTICES
FINEGOLD, Donald E., 87 – late 
of Salem, formerly of Peabody. 
Died on January 18, 2017. Son 
of the late John and Rhoda 
Finegold. Husband of the late 
Marlene (Lanes) Finegold, and 
husband of Elaine (Zolot) Jaffe 
Finegold of Salem. Father of 
Dr. Jeffrey Finegold and his 
wife Paula of Portland, Maine, 
Dr. Robert Finegold and his 
wife Ruth of Yarmouth, Maine, 
Ellen Winschel and her hus-
band Dan of Peabody, Robert 
Jaffe of Lynnfield, Ken Jaffe of 
Marblehead, Sharon Tripolsky 
and her husband Howie and 
Jimmy Jaffe and his wife Kathy, 
all of Swampscott. Grandfather 
of 17. Brother of the late Betty 
Berkal. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

HAMMERSCHMIDT, Lee, 
100 – of Peabody, formerly of 
Pittsburgh, Penn., and Sun City 
West, Ariz. Died on January 
15, 2017. Husband of Natalie 
(Leibowitz). Brother of the late 
Jack Hammerschmidt. Father 
of Michael (Hammerschmidt) 
of Marblehead, Susan (Hunter) 
of New York City, and Marcia 
(Harris) of Cambridge. 
Grandfather and great-grandfa-
ther. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

KANOFSKY, Saul, 86 – late of 
Malden. Died on January 8, 2017. 

Husband of Irene (Pearlstein). 
Father of Joyce Pacheco and 
the late Beverly Gillette and 
her surviving husband Gary. 
Grandfather of Samuel Gillette. 
Brother of the late Sylvia Landy, 
Mary Slesinger, and Gershon 
Kanofsky. (Goldman)

KREINDEL, Burton, 90 – late 
of Newton. Died on January 
20, 2017. Husband of Daryl 
(Hymoff) Kreindel. Father of Lee 
Kreindel and the late Meredith 
Kreindel. Brother of Grace 
Bauer. Grandfather of Owen 
Kreindel. (Stanetsky, Brookline)

LEVINE, Joan D., 73 – late 
of Tewksbury. Died on January 
3, 2017. Daughter of the late 
Bessie and Max Levine. Sister of 
David and Rosalyn Levine. Aunt 
of Jason Levine and Andrew 
Levine. (Goldman)

MAREN, Barbara “Bunny” 
(Kopelman), 84 – late of 
Andover. Died on January 20, 
2017. Wife of William B. Maren. 
Mother of Michael Maren and 
his wife Dani Shapiro, Jonathan 
Maren, and Meredith Verdone 
and her husband Joseph. 
Grandmother of Tyler, Jackie, 
Marc, Jacob, Lucy and Zoe. 
Sister of Lorri Kaitz and her 
husband Ed, and the late Sylvia 

Kaufman, Lillian Garston and 
Helen Kline and her surviving 
husband Milton Kline. Aunt 
of many nieces and nephews. 
(Levine)

MARKS, Wilfred Elliott, 97 – 
late of Sarasota, Fla., formerly 
of Gloucester. Died on January 
14, 2017. Husband of Marjorie 
(Bloom) Marks. Father of John 
Marks and his wife Cheryl, and 
his son Scott Marks and his wife 
Rhonda. Grandfather of Eric 
Marks and his wife Amanda, and 
Jesse Marks. Step-grandfather 
of Jessica Sanchez  and Nate 
Nolet. Great-grandfather of 
Mateya Nolet. Brother of the 
late Melvin Marks and the 
late Dorothy (Marks) Bialer. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

SNIDER, Roberta “Bobbi” 
(Kaplan), 84 – late of Lynnfield, 
formerly of Chelsea and 
Marblehead. Died on January 
15, 2017. Wife of the late 
Marshall Snider. Mother of 
Susan McCusker and her hus-
band Mark of Medfield, Debbi 
Mallett and her husband Kevin 
of Lynnfield, and Neal Snider, his 
fiancée Lynda D’Amico and her 
son Jason of Freeport, Maine. 
Aunt of Nancy Sofar and her 
three children Alex, Allison and 
Noelle. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

Fredric A. “Freddy” Phillips 
of Swampscott entered into 
eternal rest on January 21, 2017. 
He was 75 years old.

Born and raised in Lynn, Mr. 
Phillips worked as a clothing 
manufacturer. Later, he owned 
and operated Samples cloth-
ing store on Atlantic Avenue in 
Marblehead. 

He was well-known in the 
Swampscott community as 
an advocate and organiz-

er on many local issues. Mr. 
Phillips often volunteered at My 
Brother’s Table, loved to play 
cribbage at the senior center, 
and was active at the J.C.C. in 
Marblehead.

He was the devoted husband 
of Elinore S. “Ellie” (Borkum) 
Miller; the beloved father of 
sons Joshua Miller and Gabriel 
and his wife Lisa Miller-Phillips; 
and the dear brother of Jeffrey 
and his wife Carol Phillips. 

Services were held at 
Congregation Shirat Hayam, 
Swampscott, on January 24. 
Interment followed at Sharon 
Memorial Park. In lieu of flow-
ers, expressions of sympathy 
may be made to Congregation 
Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Ave., 
Swampscott, MA 01907. To leave 
online condolences, visit www.
goldmanfc.com. Arrangements 
were handled by Goldman 
Funeral Chapel, Malden.

Fredric A. “Freddy” Phillips, 75, of Swampscott

TODD FEINBURG
Journal Publisher/Editor

At age 5, Yarden Fanta left 
Ethiopia for Israel on foot, with 
her baby sister on her back, 
water in one hand, food in the 
other, along with her 100-year-
old grandmother on a donkey. 
The audience sat spell-bound 
as she recounted the story on 
January 22 at Temple Ner Tamid 
in Peabody, a story of her weeks-
long walk, at night, through 
the desert, to fulfill her family’s 
dream of going to Israel. The 
journey proved to be a difficult 
and deadly one for some in her 
family, but it is one that Yarden 
considers a time of personal re-
birth.

There were more than 250 
people in attendance on Sunday 
as Yarden talked about what 
Israel means to her to a crowd 
that included teens who are in 
2017 Y2I, as well as their par-
ents, and to parents who are 
going to  Israel in April on PJ 
Library Parents to Israel. 

The Newton resident has 
been an inspirational speaker 
for the past five years at Lappin 
Foundation’s Robert I. Lappin 
Youth to Israel Adventure (Y2I) 
pre-trip meeting for teens and 
parents. “We are honored to 
host Yarden, who graciously 
shares with the audience why 
her family risked everything 

to go to Israel,” said Robert I. 
Lappin, President of Lappin 
Foundation. “Yarden’s experi-
ence beautifully illustrates how 
the Jewish Family takes care of 
each other,” he added. 

Dr. Yarden Fanta Vagenshtein 
made it all the way from the 
fields of Ethiopia to Harvard 
University, which is an incred-
ible feat, considering she was 
12 years old when she arrived 
in Israel unable to read or write. 
With support from the govern-
ment of Israel and from Jews 
around the world, Yarden, and 
others like her, had a shot at 
realizing their full potential in 
Israel.

Lappin Foundation’s 2017 
Youth to Israel Adventure plans 

to send 115 Jewish teens to Israel 
in July for a life-changing Israel 
experience. In preparation for 
their trip, teens will meet five 
times before their trip, some-
times with their parents, for 
Israel education that will enrich 
their Israel experience. In addi-
tion to pre-trip meetings, Y2I 
includes a fully-subsidized two 
week community teen trip to 
Israel and Israel advocacy train-
ing during and after the trip, 
which trains teens to be pro-
Israel advocates and ambassa-
dors for Israel. 

Y2I is funded by Lappin 
Foundation, the Lappin Family, 
CJP and more than 900 donors 
to the Foundation’s Annual 
Campaign.

Youth to Israel Kicks off for 2017

Dr. Yarden-Fanta Vagenshtein (pictured second from left) with some 
of the 115 teens who are going to Israel with 2017 Y2I in July and 
parent Lakshmi Sirois (far right).



Этого задорного и яркого петушка нарисовала 4-летняя Ханна 
Бляхман, ученица Художественной Студии Галы Соркиной. 
Ханна и Гала от имени юных художников студии поздравляют 
читателей Русской Хроники с годом Красного Петуха. 

В соответствии с восточным китайским календарем Красный 
Петух вступит в свои законные права 28 января. В традиции 
китайского гороскопа символ этого года ассоциируется с 
отдыхом и всякого рода увеселительными мероприятияи. Однако, 
это вовсе не означает, что год Петуха пройдет в праздности. В 
древнем Китае западное направление, присущее году Петуха, 
связывали со стихией Металла, чеканкой монет и ростом 
благосостояния. Считается, что год Петуха покровительствует 
торговле, а также благосклонен к началу новых предприятий, 
гарантируя их прибыльность и успех. Другими словами, с этой 
точки зрения, 2017 год Петуха предстает перед нами активным 
и созидательным временем, предоставляющим человеку 
возможность творить и производить на благо своей семьи и 
общества.

The Jewish Journal MA is a nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and organizations.

Культурно-Оздоровительный Центр Lynn Zabota
80 Exchange St., Lynn 

объявляет об открытии второй (вечерней) смены - с 3:30 дня до 9:30 вечера.
Центр предоставляет: 

- сбалансированное 3х-разовое питание 
- транспорт в Центр и обратно, а также в официальные учреждения
- персональную гигиеническую помощь 
- оздоровительную гимнастику, концерты и музыкальные программы 
- уроки английского языка, компьютерные классы, кружки, прогулки
- увлекательные беседы по истории, музыке, искусству и техникам оздоровления

Квалифицированный медицинский персонал Центра следит за здоровьем посетителей: 
помогает в приеме лекарств, измеряет давление и сахар, координирует визиты к врачам. 
Мы также оказываем различные виды социальной помощи: перевод официальных писем 
и документов, помощь в общении с государственными инстанциями

Центр открыт 7 дней в неделю с 9 утра до 3 дня; 
вечерняя программа c понедельника по пятницу с 3:30 дня до 9:30 вечера

Программа полностью оплачивается Стандартным Медикейдом/MassHealth Standard 
и программами SCO (в соответствии с клиническими показателями) 

Для дополнительной информации звоните по телефону 781-771-0078.
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Презентация Новой КнигиГод Огненного Петуха

Администрация Трампа пока не приняла 
решение относительно сроков переноса 
посольства США из Тель-Авива в Иерусалим, 
заявил представитель Белого дома Шон 
Спайсер в понедельник, 23 января. По словам 
Спайсера, процесс обсуждения вопроса только 
начался и продолжаются консультации с 
заинтересованными сторонами. Как заявил 
представитель Белого дома, также пока нет 
подтверждения переноса дипмиссии, пишет JTA.  
Не далее, как на прошлой неделе Трамп вновь 
заявил о своем намерении перенести посольство 
США в Иерусалим. Тогда же представитель 
Белого дома объявил, что соответствующее 

объявление будет вскоре сделано.  Глава 
Палестинской автономии Махмуд Аббас заявил 
ранее, что перенос посольства уничтожит 
надежду на мирный процесс. Власти Иордании 
сообщили, что открытие американской 
дипмиссии в Иерусалиме дестабилизирует 
ситуацию в регионе.  Конгресс США в 1996 году 
постановил перенести посольство в Иерусалим, 
но президенты Билл Клинтон, Джордж Буш-
младший и Барак Обама последовательно 
продлевали запрет на выполнение этого 
постановления.

– по материалам интернета

Более 70 человек 
собрались в большом и 
гостеприимном доме семьи 
Улановских в Андовере на 
презентацию новой книги 
Елены Улановской “Пальмы 
на Асфальте,” которая только 
что вышла в Бостонском 
издательстве MGraphics. 

Елена Улановская хорошо 
знакома в русско-язычной 
общине Большого Бостона. 
Ее романы печатались 
в журналах Израиля и в 
Америке. Елена автор 
сценариев и продюсер 
нескольких документальных 
фильмов, в том числе “Из 
России с Математикой,” рассказывающий о 
Russian School of Mathematics, который был 
отобран для участия в кинофестивале в Нью-
Йорке. 

Роман Елены Улановской “Пальмы на 
Асфальте” сочетает в себе лучшие традиции 
русского классического романа и современной 
новеллы. Это роман-эпопея, где показана 
история нескольких семей на изломе эпох и 
столетий, охватывающий 1990-2005 годы. Это 
и роман-лаборатория, где автор тщательно 
прорабатывает и выписывает многочисленных 
героев, оказавшихся в экстремальных ситуациях 
эмигрантской жизни, развивающейся на фоне 
войны и любовных переживаний. Стремительное 
развитие сюжета ведет классический любовный 
треугольник к неожиданной развязке. 

Интересна и структура романа, которая как 
нельзя лучше отвечает запросам сегодняшней 
аудитории, привыкшей к коротким заметкам в 
социальных сетях. Текст состоит из небольших 
блоков, имеющих начало, кульминацию и 
развязку и при этом представляет собой 
органическое, непрерывное повествование В 
предисловии к своей книге Елена Улановская 
так определила отправную точку романа: 
“Энциклопедией Большой Алии 1989-2003 года 
я бы назвала свой роман “Пальмы на Асфальте”. 
“Как морской вал, обрушившись на берег, 

тащит с собой назад в море 
камни, ракушки и не сумевших 
зацепиться крабов, так и волна 
эмиграции в Израиль тащила 
за собой всех: согласных и 
несогласных, евреев в душе 
и евреев только по паспорту, 
да и неевреев вовсе – тех, кто 
выехал по необходимости, 
вслед за мужьями и женами, 
а также всех, кто был готов 
уехать любой ценой, даже 
подделав документы, чтобы 
стать евреем.

Все эти герои 
есть в моей книге, 
они связаны 
р о д с т в е н н ы м и 
о т н о ш е н и я м и , 
любовными узами, 
некоторые жили 
в одном городе до 
отъезда, а некоторые 
познакомились в 
бесконечной оче-реди на 
получение Израильских 
виз в Москве... Они все 
оказались в Израиле 

практически одновременно - к началу войны в 
Персидском заливе... Сколько лет понадобилось 
им, чтобы назвать Землю Обетованную своей? 
Кому-то одна ночь бомбежки, кому-то десяток 
лет, а кому-то целая жизнь...”

Автор внимательно, без сантиментов, 
с грустным сочувствием и пониманием 
вглядываясь в хитросплетения судеб своих 
героев, раскрывает им самое тяжкое испытание, 
через которое им следует пройти - осознание 
несоответствия своей истинной глубинной 
сущности и уже сложившимся всей прошлой 
жизнью представлением о самом себе... 

Книгу Елены Улановской “Пальмы на 
Асфальте” можно заказать в издательстве 
M-Graphics: mgraphics-publishing.com или на 
Amazon: amazon.com/gp/product/1940220556.

В среду, 8 февраля в 2:30 
дня, в помещении Cohen Hillel 
Academy (6 Communiy Road, 
Marblehead, напротив JCC) 
состоится показ музыкального 
лирического фильма на 
идиш “Yiddle With His Fiddle”, 
(1936) где в главной роли 
снялась кинозвезда Молли 
Пикон. Это классическая 
комедия о бедных отце и 
дочери, которые вынуждены 
стать странствующими 

музыкантами. Музыка, 
любовь, юмор и хэппи енд - все 
понятно и без перевода. Фильм 
идет на идиш с английскими 
субтитрами. Демонстрация 
фильма осуществляется в 
рамках программы “Кафе 
Хакала” для переживших 
Катастрофу. Звоните Полине 
Доросинской по тел. 781-693-
5680, если Вы сможете прийти 
на встречу и если Вам нужен 
транспорт.

Фильм на идиш

Перенос посольства США в Иерусалим

Собравшиеся на презентацию книги пожелали Елене Улановской дальнейших творческих успехов

Michael Romanovsky, CIPS, CBR, RMM

ПРОФЕССИОНАЛЬНАЯ ПОМОЩЬ
в покупке, продаже, ренте любого

вида недвижимости в пределах штата, 
страны, а также по всему миру

Certify International Property 
Specialist. 

National Association of Realtors 
President's Liaison to Russian 
Guild of Relators 2009-2014

Broker/Owner
Your local and worldwide RealtorMgrGlobalRealty.com •mromanovsky@mgrglobal.com 

133 Broad St. Lynn 
781-581-7775



300 Salem Street (Vinnin Square)
Swampscott, MA 01907 

saganrealtors.com
781-593-6111 | 781-631-6111

For more details and photos of this and many other properties, visit saganrealtors.com

AN OUTSTANDING 
OFFER!

SWAMPSCOTT
As featured in “Grown Ups 2”,  
this amazing colonial classic is  
just blocks from the beach. 
Fireplaced living, dining and 
family room. Sprawling grounds 
with tennis court and heated  
pool. Three car garage.  
Perfect combination of style, 
space, luxury and modern 
conveniences. 
$1,699,000

elaine monaco, IDS, WCAAelaine monaco, IDS, WCAA

Call Elaine today!

Receive concierge 
service with your

own designer.
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RABBI B ON NORTH 
SHORE 104.9

Former Shirat Hayam Rabbi 
Baruch HaLevi, who made 
Aliyah with his family about 
a year and a half ago, is now 
hosting a weekly radio show 
titled “The Way” on North 
Shore 104.9 in Beverly. He 
hosts the program live from his 
studio in Israel.  

The show, which airs 
Sundays at noon, began as a 
half-hour but is slated for a 
surprise expansion sometime 
over the next several months. 
Rabbi B will start taking calls 
from listeners, at 1-800-370-
1049, at the same time. In addi-
tion to listening on the fm dial 
the program can be streamed 
live at northshore1049.com.

ENGAGEMENT

Esther & Neal Kaufman of Peabody have announced the engage-
ment of their son Barry to Amanda Dropkin, daughter of Sheryl & 
Steven Dropkin of Newton.

A graduate of Peabody Veterans Memorial High School, Barry 
received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Quantitative Economics from 
Tufts University.  He is an Enrollment and Student Assignment 
Senior Analyst with Boston Public Schools.

Amanda, a graduate of Newton South High School, received both 
her Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees in Mechanical Engineering 
from Cornell University.  She is the Power and ThermoFluids 
Analysis Group Lead at Aurora Flight Sciences.

The couple currently resides in Brookline.  A May 2017 wedding 
in Norwood is planned. 

LUCAS SIMONS MAKES 
PRESIDENT’S LIST

Lucas Simons of Salem, 
a freshman at Champlain 
College in Burlington, 
Vermont, has made it to the 
President’s List after a success-
ful fall semester. That award is 
given to students who achieve 
a minimum grade point aver-
age of 4.0. Lucas is majoring 
in Computer Networking and 
Cybersecurity at the school, 
where he is a member of the 
class of 2020.

FEEDING THE HUNGRY

Volunteers for The Lynn Youth Health Alliance collected 25 boxes 
of food January 16 in a Martin Luther King Day effort. A local moving 
company, Two Men and a Truck of Boston, volunteered to deliver 
the donations to the Greater Boston Food Bank. They parked a mov-
ing truck outside of the Super Stop & Shop in Lynn while area resi-
dents dropped off donations. Shown above are volunteers Brianna 
Bardales, Aya Dabash, Sondos Dabash, Janessa Fernandez, Evelyn 
DeLeon, Judith Musema and Brenda Perez. DeLeon and Perez 
attend Lynn Classical High School while the other students attend 
Lynn English.

The Jewish Journal is happy to print news of your simchas at no charge. 
Text may be edited for style or length. Photos will be used if space permits. 

Send your information to editor@jewishjournal.org, subject: people.

Celebrate your  
happy occasion  

with a  
donation to 

the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of  

Jewish life in  
our communities.
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Full and part-time 
positions

Contact 
Lois Kaplan at 

lois@jewishjournal.org 
or call 978-745-4111 x140

The Jewish Journal  
is looking for 

SALES REPS in

NEWTON
ANDOVER
HAVERHILL

Reserve a seat by calling (781) 631-9300  
or emailing temple@emanu-el.org.

Wednesday, February 8 | Temple Emanu-El  
Marblehead |  6:30 pm  |  Free admission

Norma Marks Shribman  
Memorial Town Hall

The New Administration in a New Age

Sponsored by the children of  
Norma Marks Shribman 

Celebrate!
The Jewish Journal will be holding a special brunch  
at the JCC to celebrate our Honorable Menschions,  

the special people we honor each issue on this page.

Please mark the date on your calendar –  
Sunday, April 23 at 11am –  

and watch this page for more details!
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TODAY’S MENSCHION: ALAN PIERCE

H  onorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make great contributions close to home and around the world

THE BACK PAGE

People seem to think that being a temple 
president is a thankless job. Do you agree 
with that cliché?

Well, if you notice, I’m smiling. I’m into my sev-
enth year as temple president. This past July first was 
the end of my third two year term, and I had agreed 
to stay on because we were embarking on a new 
initiative to reshape our congregation for the 21st 
century. We’ve taken a look at synagogue survival on 
the North Shore and people aren’t looking for now 
what they were looking for before.

The market has changed?
The market has changed. Demographics have 

changed. We have the phenomenon of increased 
intermarriage, although many of those couples are 
raising their children Jewish. Of course, we have seen 
population shifts from cities to suburbs to exurbs or 
whatever they call the suburbs of suburbs. And we 
are finding members are spread out throughout a 
much larger area.

So how are you approaching the changing 
marketplace?

We have engaged some experts to guide us and 
we’re reevaluating how to approach what we do. 
We’re trying to figure out how to make synagogue 
membership – and I’d prefer to refer to it as belong-
ing to a synagogue rather than becoming a syna-
gogue member – we’re figuring out how to make 
belonging more meaningful and relevant so that 
people will choose to join with us as a socially active 
Jewish community rather than as a member who 
pays dues and gets a particular service. We don’t 
want to be a fee for service institution, we want to 
build a relationship-based community.

What is a relationship-based community 
and how do you make this change?

Ron Wolfson wrote a book called “Relational 
Judaism: Using the Power of Relationships to 
Transform the Jewish Community,” and in it he 
describes us. We have embraced his thesis and we 
are seeking to create a structure that makes it easier 
for our congregants to build closer relationships. 
We’re also looking at ways that we can better present 
ourselves to the unaffiliated members of the Greater 
Beverly community who can look at us not just as a 
place to come for the High Holy Days or for festivals 
or special programs, but to feel like they’re part of a 
Jewish Community. I think we’re heading into a cycle 
in our history, unfortunately, where it might become 
even more important as Jews to feel that we can have 
a place where we can connect with each other.

If you visualize this, you’re describing a 
round community with people relating 
to each other as opposed to a linear 
relationship between a service provider 
and a customer.

Exactly. When I was a kid, the synagogue was also 
a community center because there were few other 
options for Jewish kids to socialize with each other, 
plus you had family pressures for any ethnic group 
to socialize with each other. But the assimilation over 
the past 50 years has made the Jewish institution as 

a community center less necessary for some people.

What are the specific challenges you 
face?

The area does have a lot of synagogues, and we’re 
all trying to do the same thing. We’re trying to balance 
our books and we’re trying to serve our congregants, 
recognizing that what once worked may no longer 
do so.

How do you change something that’s so 
locked in place?

That’s what we’re in the process of learning. We 
started this initiative last spring and it’s in gear right 
now. 

You run a big law firm. How do you have 
time to also run a temple?

Well, first, B’nai Abraham has a great staff. The 
board is very capable and very involved, and I speak 
regularly with our executive director and rabbi. It’s 
also an advantage to live nearby, and to pass by the 
temple while commuting to work. It’s easy to drop by 
during the day or on the way home. 

Is your congregation shrinking?
We’ve been in a growth pattern during this decade. 

In the heyday, from the 1940s through the 1960s, 
there might have been close to 300 families. About 10 
years ago we were down under 150. Now, we’re clos-
ing in on two hundred, and we know there is room 
for growth within the Greater Beverly area. There are 
still a large number of unaffiliated families. And we 
have seen our membership slowly and steadily grow 
over the past decade and are working hard for that to 
continue. 

What attracts people to a congregation?
The literature tells us that no matter how many 

open houses you have or how many discounted or 
free dues incentives you have, or how many programs 
you have to draw people in the door, people are most 
frequently drawn to a synagogue by word of mouth or 
because it’s where friends belong.

How do you generate the word of mouth?
One of the ways is for our members to start asso-

ciating more with each other and to expand out into 
their friends to a service or program. Some of these 
events we’re going to be doing will be outside the 
confines of the temple. We may have a social event for 
some of our younger members that might be in a res-
taurant or a bar. It might be a book or a movie club or 
a bowling league or something that their friends are 
already a part of and they might be welcomed into. 
I look upon each of our congregants as a potential 
“member ambassador.”

TODD FEINBURG
Journal Publisher/Editor

Alan Pierce is the founder of the five-lawyer 
firm of Pierce, Pierce and Napolitano 
in Salem with an expertise in Workers 

Compensation, Personal Injury and Social 
Security Disability law.  In addition, Pierce has 
been president of Temple B’nai Abraham in 
Beverly for the past seven years. He is currently 
overseeing B’nai Abraham’s reconsideration of 
the relationship between the synagogue and its 
congregants in order to reposition it for success 
in the twenty-first century. Pierce has also been 
president of the Jewish Heritage Center of the 
North Shore for the past 10 years. As a Red Sox 
aficionado, Pierce was invited to speak at the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown 
for its Ted Williams Commemorative Weekend 
in 2004. He did his undergraduate studies at 
UMass Amherst and got his professional degree 
at Suffolk Law.

Alan Pierce, president of Temple B’nai Abraham in 
Beverly, carried the Torah during a dedication ceremony 
last spring. Chuppah holders include his wife, Donna 
Pierce (right).

Please send your suggestions for “Menschions”  
to Journal publisher/editor Todd Feinburg via email:  

todd@jewishjournal.org.
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