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MEDFORD – When Rabbi 
Jeff Summit first arrived on the 
Tufts campus as Hillel direc-
tor in 1979, his office was in 
a tiny closet, which became 
usable only after two students 
removed a refrigerator. Now, 39 
years later, Summit soon will be 
stepping down as head rabbini-
cal leader, confident that Tufts 
Hillel’s strong reputation will 
continue to attract outstanding 
leadership. 

A lot has changed over Rabbi 
Summit’s tenure at Tufts. In the 
early days, the goal was to get 
people to come to Friday night 
Shabbat dinners. Over the fol-

lowing 15 years, attendance 
slowly rose from 12 to as many 
as 150, spurred by innovative 
programming such as a kosher 
gourmet cooking content.

By the time a beautiful new 
Hillel center opened in 1994, 
about 300 to 400 students were 
involved with the organization 
in some way. Yet Rabbi Summit 
had a greater vision. “We were 
really busy with great things 
happening every week,” he 
said. “But we still were failing to 
reach 800 Jewish students.” 

That realization spurred 
Summit into action, and he 
and his team began develop-
ing a whole new set of pro-
gramming initiatives focused 
around something the students 

cared deeply about: social jus-
tice. These innovative programs 
included Moral Voices, which 
focused on topics including 
reproductive rights, children’s 
advocacy, and gun violence; 
Read by the River, a children’s 
literacy program; and Challah 
for Hunger, a weekly fund-
raising activity to benefit the 
needy. Other initiatives were 
centered on health and well-
ness, Holocaust and genocide 
education, and interfaith pro-
gramming.

“We shifted from thinking 
of Hillel as a specific building 
where activities took place to a 
series of programs that could 
happen anywhere on campus,” 
said Summit. “We may see 
between 70 and 200 students 
at Hillel on a Friday night, but 
we’re also actively cultivating 
four, five, or maybe six different 
venues around campus where 
Shabbat dinners may be taking 
place.” 

Another big change was 
the more-welcoming attitude 
toward students of all back-
grounds, regardless of their her-
itage or knowledge of Judaism. 
“When I first came into this 
work, people still actively talked 
about preventing students from 
intermarrying,” said Summit. 
“We often found that students 
whose parents were intermar-
ried were among the most 
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When 128 countries voted Dec. 21 in 
favor of a non-binding United Nations 
General Assembly resolution calling 
on the US to withdraw its decision to 
recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, 
nobody in Israel was surprised. Before 
the vote, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu called the UN “a house of 
lies” and said Israel “rejects the resolu-
tion, even before it is passed.”

On the surface, Arab states’ votes 
supporting the resolution were also 
not surprising. But taking into account 
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman’s desire to get closer to the US 
and his seemingly softening stance 
toward Israel, why did the Gulf states, 
including Saudi Arabia, vote in favor?

Dr. Yoel Guzansky, a senior research-

er at Tel Aviv University’s Institute for 
National Security Studies, said the 
Saudis “have other priorities and while 
the Palestinians are not of major interest, 
they do pay lip service to the Palestinian 
cause and the Jerusalem issue.”

Even though the Saudis backed the 
resolution, they didn’t make a lot of noise 
over it. The same behavior was true for 
the rest of the member nations of the 
Saudi-based Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) – Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates. This 
could indicate Salman’s “desire to get 
closer to US President Donald Trump,” 
Guzansky told JNS.

At least some of the GCC countries 
appear to view the US announcement 
on Jerusalem as nothing more than a 
side issue. Bahrain’s Foreign Minister 
Khalid al-Khalifa tweeted, “It’s not  

The two sides to the Arab vote on the UN’s Jerusalem resolution
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Rabbi Summit leaves legacy  
of inclusion at Tufts’ Hillel

Rabbi Jeff Summit with Tufts University President Anthony Monaco.

By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON – In a sign of commitment to developing its Judaica col-
lection, the Museum of Fine Arts has hired its first full-time Judaica 
curator, a decision the museum hopes will allow it to build momen-
tum on the gains it has made in this venue during the last decade.

Matthew Teitelbaum, the museum’s director, announced 
the appointment of Simona Di Nepi as the Charles and Lynn 
Schusterman Curator of Judaica, and introduced her publicly on 
Dec. 13 at the MFA’s celebration of Hanukkah, a free cultural gath-
ering that attracted hundreds of people.

As curator, Di Nepi to enhance 
Judaica display at MFA

An antique Hanukkah menorah at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston.

continued on page 8
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United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres met with Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman earlier this year in Riyadh. 



 

Explore our programs on:
• Practicing mindfulness and Jewish spirituality

• Understanding sacred texts

• Tasting and learning about Jewish foods

You can also ask us to create a personalized learning group for you and your friends.

Experience Open Circle Jewish Learning, a new CJP-Hebrew College program for adults of all ages and 
backgrounds. Whatever your interest, we have an Open Circle for you! All sessions feature inspiring 
discussions with expert teacher-facilitators. 

For more information or to register, visit hebrewcollege.edu/open-circles or contact Betsy More at 
emore@hebrewcollege.edu or 617-559-8736.
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By Penny Schwartz
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SOMERVILLE – The steep 
staircases that wind their way 
through Temple B’nai Brith will 
no longer prevent congregants, 
guests, and visitors from coming 
through the door to pray in the 
sanctuary of this city’s historic 
synagogue.

The congregation, founded 
114 years ago, on Dec. 17 cele-
brated the completion of Project 
Aliyah, a capital campaign to 
make its nearly century-old 
synagogue building accessible 
to all with the installation of an 
elevator in the three-story build-
ing located in the Winter Hill 
neighborhood,  once the heart 
of the city’s bustling Jewish com-
munity.  

Built between 1919 and 
1923, the temple is noteworthy 
for its Byzantine Revival archi-
tecture, designed by Samuel 
E. Eisenberg, a Jewish immi-
grant from Poland who settled 
in Boston. The massive, hand-
carved wooden Torah ark in the 
sanctuary was acquired from a 
North End synagogue that was 
razed in 1920.  

“It’s a historic jewel in the 
city,” said Frank Valdes, an archi-
tect and member of the con-
gregation. “It’s a clear example 
of turn-of-the-last century’s reli-
gious architecture.”  

But the synagogue has steep 
staircases on the exterior and 
interior and a multi-level layout, 
with the sanctuary on the top 

floor and restrooms only in the 
basement.  

In 2001, Sara Chimene Weiss, 
then 13 years old, donated 
money from her bat mitzvah 
gifts to start an accessibility fund 
because her great-grandmother 
could not attend services in the 
synagogue.  In 2008, inspired by 
the girl’s generosity, the congre-
gation launched Project Aliyah. 
It took time and a modification 
of a more ambitious proposal 
to raise sufficient funds to com-
plete the project, designed by 
architect Derek Bloom.

The successful $1.25 mil-
lion campaign included a 
grant of more than $450,000 
from Somerville’s Community 
Preservation Act fund awarded 
in 2015. The remaining support 
came from more than 280 indi-
vidual donors, according to syn-
agogue president Fred Levy, an 
indication of the broad support 
from members and others with 
ties to the congregation.

In addition to the eleva-
tor, other safety and security 
improvements include a fire 
suppression system and acces-
sible restrooms. Construction 

was completed last September, 
just in time for the start of the 
High Holidays.

The synagogue’s longtime 
religious leader, Phil Weiss, said 
at the dedication ceremony dur-
ing Hanukkah that the Hebrew 
word, “Aliyah,” which means 
“to call up,” was an appropriate 
name for the accessibility cam-
paign involving an elevator. 

“I am happy to be here to 
celebrate [Temple B’nai Brith’s] 
dedication to inclusivity, as we 
commemorate the comple-
tion of the temple’s accessibil-
ity campaign,” said Somerville 
Mayor Joe Curtatone.

The CPA grant is an impor-
tant symbol of integration in 
the city, according to Dorothy 

Shubow Nelson, the daughter of 
the late Rabbi Leo Shubow, who 
was the synagogue’s longtime 
spiritual leader until he retired 
in the 1970s.

Marshall Sloane, whose par-
ents were among the founders 
of the congregation in 1903, also 
spoke at the dedication cere-
mony.  Sloane, founder of the 
Somerville-based Century Bank, 
said he and his siblings grew up 
in the congregation that con-
tinues to be a source of fond 
memories.

“I rode up in the elevator,” 
Sloane told the Journal at the 
event. “It was very nice.”  

The Sloane family foundation 
and Century Bank both contrib-
uted to the project, according to 

Barry Sloane, Marshall Sloane’s 
son, who is president and chief 
executive officer of Century 
Bank.  

“This temple has such a leg-
acy for our family, so it’s very 
important for us to be involved 
and be as supportive as we can,” 
Barry Sloane told the Journal at 
the event.

Charlotte Adler Kirshner, who 
grew up in Medford, made her 
way back to Temple B’nai Brith, 
her childhood synagogue, from 
her home in Newton to attend 
the event. The sprightly 96-year-
old, who walked up the front 
stairs to enter the synagogue, 
recalled the long streetcar rides 
to attend services and Hebrew 
school.

“I can hear the earlier voices 
of the people of past genera-
tions in this building with us,” 
said Rabbi Eliana Jacobowitz at 
the ceremony. Hired in 2010, 
Jacobowitz was the congrega-
tion’s first rabbi in more than 40 
years.

Curtatone commended the 
congregation for its persever-
ance in achieving this milestone, 
a benefit for people of all faiths, 
he said. He was reminded of the 
many church closings over the 
years that leave a sad void in a 
community, he told the Journal. 
It’s important to maintain the 
culture of diversity in the city, 
said the mayor.

“The synagogue is woven into 
the fabric of the community,” 
he said.

Somerville’s Temple B’nai Brith celebrates accessibility to all

Marshall Sloane spoke in Temple B’nai Brith’s third-floor sanctuary 
at the completion of the congregation’s accessibility campaign. 
Sloane’s family helped create the congregation in 1903.

Built between 1919 
and 1923, the temple 
is noteworthy for its 

Byzantine Revival 
architecture.



By Shelley A. Sackett
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When Harvey Lowell steps 
down after 21 years as president 
and CEO of Jewish Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Greater Boston, he 
will pass the baton to Kimberlee 
Schumacher, who brings strong 
vision and 20 years of executive 
experience, including as vice 
president of strategy and devel-
opment of the organization. 

“The fact that Kimberlee 
has been leading our strategic 
planning process for the last 18 
months, and helping us create a 
vision for our future, will ensure 
a smooth transition into her new 
role,” David Franklin, chairman 
of the board of trustees, said in 
a Dec. 12 statement announcing 
Schumacher’s appointment.

Schumacher, a Swampscott 
native who now lives in 
Arlington, will bring a blend of 
innovation and respect for past 
practices to her new position. 
“I am incredibly honored and 
humbled to be in the position of 
implementing the new strategic 
plan,” she said.

One aspect of Lowell’s legacy 
Schumacher plans to maintain 
is a deep commitment to the 
mission of JBBBS: reaching out 
to the most vulnerable children 
and adults in the community.

She was selected following a 
national search conducted by 
Commongood Careers, a lead-
ing executive search firm spe-
cializing in nonprofits.

Founded in 1919 as the 
Jewish Big Brother Association, 

the JBBBS is New England’s 
oldest youth mentoring orga-
nization. Today, with financial 
support from Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies, The United 
Way, and other foundations 
and grants, the Newton-based 
organization matches over 250 
Jewish and non-Jewish children 
from over 90 towns in eastern 
Massachusetts with adult men-
tors.

In 1992, JBBBS inaugurated 
Friend 2 Friend, the first pro-
gram of its kind to pair adults 
with mild to moderate disabili-
ties with a mentor. The program 
currently serves 175 adults who 
benefit from the social interac-
tions it provides.

One of the biggest challenges 
the organization faces is find-
ing and keeping volunteers. “We 
are always looking for new vol-
unteers,” Schumacher said, not-
ing the current waiting list of 
around 80 kids and adults with 
disabilities. “I’d like to encourage 
anyone who is interested to con-
sider volunteering. It’s truly an 
incredible experience and our 
community needs you.”

Schumacher credits her par-
ents for instilling such a strong 
love of Judaism. “They taught 
me the value of committing to 
and being part of the Jewish 

community,” she said. Growing 
up, she belonged to Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead and 
Congregation Shirat Hayam in 
Swampscott.

As a teenager, her involve-
ment in the Temple Emanu-El 
SMARTY youth group provided 
a platform to develop leader-
ship skills at a young age. She 
became its president while a 
Swampscott High School junior 
and worked as a SMARTY advis-
er while an undergraduate at 
Brandeis University.

Schumacher believes her 
experiences as a teen leader 

fueled her passion to continue 
working in the community at 
CJP, the Jewish Federation of 
the North Shore, and now at 
JBBBS. “I am extremely grateful 
for the mentoring relationships I 
formed in high school. The won-
derful people I worked with then 
remain my mentors today,” she 
said.

She is also grateful to be at 
the helm of JBBBS. “I believe 
strongly in giving back to the 
community, and working in the 
nonprofit world allows me to 
live my life according to the val-
ues I was raised with,” she said.

To wish you a year
 when skies will be blue
  and all of your wishes
   and dreams come true.

~ Phyllis Levin

300 Salem Street, Swampscott, MA
781-367-8150  |  phyllislevin@comcast.net

When you consider 
assisted living for
today, it’s also
important to think
about tomorrow.

Tour our campuses -
we offer assisted living 
and so much more. 
Imagine the possibilities!

See what sets
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare

apart.

201 Captains Row, Chelsea
 617.887.0826

240 Lynnfield Street, Peabody
978.532.4411

www.chelseajewish.org

Glatt Kosher Meat Available
We Have the Best Deli & Smoked Fish Party Platters

FRESH 

CHICKENS
        $2.99 lb
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CORNED BEEF
$6.99 lb

LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI

Catering
by Tevya

474 Lowell St., Peabody (978-535-6449) (FAX 978-535-6816)
Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Mass.
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Buy a

BARBEQUED
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And receive FREE 1 lb

Potato Salad or Cole Slaw

FROM OUR DELI DEPT

SALAMI OR

BOLOGNA
$5.99 lb

Whole  
or cut up
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Swampscott native takes the helm at Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters

Kimberlee Schumacher

Recently, fourth and fifth graders from Epstein Hillel School built 
“Hanukkah Houses” and played Bingo with residents of the Jack 
Satter House in Revere. 

Hanukkah at the Satter House
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BOSTON – Moishe House 
officially dedicated a new home 
for young Russian-Speaking 
Jews (RSJ) on Dec. 20 in 
Brighton.  

Moishe House is a global 
program where young Jewish 
adults live together and host 
Jewish programs once or twice 
a week for their peers. There 
are more than 100 such houses 
worldwide, with three others in 
the Boston area.  

The Moishe House in 
Brighton aims to engage and 
build the community of young 
Russian-speaking Jews around 
Boston. Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies, Greater Boston’s 
Jewish Federation, reported in 
2015 that 7 percent of Boston’s 
Jews aged 18 to 34 were born or 
raised in Russia or the former 
Soviet Union, yet only 42 per-
cent were engaged in any Jewish 
activities.

“Every new Moishe House is 
an opportunity for passionate 
young adults to create weekly 
Jewish experiences for them-
selves and their peers,” said 

David Cygielman, founder and 
CEO of Moishe House. “This 
new home, the first of its kind in 
Boston, seeks to build a grass-
roots community for young 
Russian-speaking Jews, many of 
whom haven’t been engaged by 
traditional Jewish institutions.”

The Brighton Moishe House 
officially opened its doors with a 
ceremony during which a rabbi 
affixed a mezuzah to the home’s 
doorpost. The house’s three res-
idents – Danielle Chernobylsky, 
23, Susan Salgan, 28, and Eugene 
Zeleny, 27 – have so far held 
20 events for hundreds of local 
Jews. In addition to their full-
time jobs and graduate studies, 
the residents are committed to 
hosting at least 60 peer-led pro-
grams annually.

“I want to express my grat-
itude that I have been intro-
duced to the Moishe House 
community,” said Salgan. “I feel 
really inspired to host programs 
and build the right team for a 
Boston Russian-speaking Jews’ 
Moishe House.”

A place for young Russian-
speaking Jews to call home

Residents dedicated their new home by hanging a mezuzah.

By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON – In this age of 
“Shark Tank” and hackathons, 
it’s more tempting for students 
to put books aside as they rush 
toward their entrepreneurial 
dreams.

Fortunately, there are orga-
nizations such as TAMID that 
encourage such students to 
stay in school and to use the 
resources available to them to 
achieve their goals.

With groups on near-
ly 50 campuses nation-
wide  — including Brandeis, 
Boston University, Harvard, 
Northeastern, and Tufts in 
Greater Boston — TAMID 
offers students of all religious 
and political backgrounds 
practical training in the busi-
ness world using Israel’s noto-
riety as the “Startup Nation” as 
the backdrop.

“TAMID gives students the 
chance to take their careers 
to the next level by working 
with world-class Israeli start-
ups,” said Yoni Heilman, the 
network’s executive director. 
“In so doing, these students 
form lasting relationships with 
Israel and its people.”

Unlike other business clubs, 
TAMID also instills the values 
and disciplines that have made 
so many Israeli ventures suc-
cessful.

“This is a business club that 
utilizes Israel in a way unlike 
any other club,” said Elizabeth 
Ritz, vice president of TAMID 
at Boston University. Ritz 
noted her group eschews poli-
tics to focus on performance 
and progress.  

“Corporate leaders and 
headhunters are beginning 
to see a plethora of Israel-
related experiences on the CVs 
of young professionals,” said 

Heilman. “TAMID both creates 
those opportunities and taps 
into that interest.”

It also gives students oppor-
tunities to put their classroom 
learning to work in a real-
world setting.

“TAMID is important 
because it allows students 
to learn outside of the class-
room,” Ritz said, explaining 
that participants go through a 
special learning program that 
leads them to focus on either 
consulting or funding.

“On the consulting track,” 
Ritz said, “each member is 
placed on a consulting team 
that does pro-bono work for 
real Israeli startups and com-
panies. On the investment 
fund track, members conduct 
due diligence on Israeli stocks 
and manage a portfolio.”  

TAMID gives academic entrepreneurs a way to excel

Jess Goldberg, former vice president Kirsten Crovello, and President 
Desiree Sakhai of Boston University TAMID.

Journalists needed for 
The Jewish Journal 

Email Steven A. Rosenberg at
rosenberg@jewishjournal.org



By Shelley A. Sackett
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SALEM – Few people outside 
academia realize that Georgia 
O’Keeffe (1887-1986), the icon-
ic artist famous for paintings 
of enlarged flowers and New 
Mexico landscapes, was an 
accomplished seamstress who 
lavished as much creative juice 
on her self-presentation as on 
her work. With the opening of 
its multi-disciplinary exhibi-
tion, “Georgia O’Keeffe: Art, 
Image, Style,” the Peabody Essex 
Museum in Salem opens the 
door to her closet. 

O’Keeffe’s paintings are pre-
sented alongside her never 
before exhibited handmade 
garments and dozens of images 
of the artist taken by photogra-
phers, including her Jewish hus-
band, Alfred Stieglitz. The show, 
first curated at the Brooklyn 
Museum by art historian Wanda 
M. Corn, is the first to explore 
how the renowned artist delib-
erately and adeptly shaped her 
public image and myth, creating 
her own celebrity fame. 

The 125 works expand our 
understanding of O’Keeffe while 
underscoring her fierce deter-
mination to be in charge of 
how the world understood her 
identity and artistic values. The 
powerful public persona she 
created through her clothes and 
the way she posed for the cam-
era unequivocally proclaimed 
her independence and modern, 
progressive lifestyle.

“O’Keeffe drew no line 
between the art she made and 
the life she lived,” Corn said. 
“She strove to make her life a 
complete work of art, each piece 
contributing to an aesthetic 
whole.” 

Corn discovered O’Keeffe’s 
cache during a 1980 cross-coun-
try stopover in New Mexico on 
her way to Stanford University, 
where she taught art history. She 
visited O’Keeffe’s homes in the 
Southwest state at Ghost Ranch 
and Abiquiú, finding closetsful 
of the artist’s clothing preserved 
in beautiful condition. Because 
most were without labels, she 
had to guess which ones the 
artist created and which she 
bought. Corn said if she could 
sit down with O’Keeffe, “My first 
question would be, ‘Was I right 
in my attributions?’”

Most of the clothes and des-
ert artifacts now belong to the 
Georgia O’Keeffe Museum in 
Santa Fe, founded the year of 
her death in 1986.

The provocative photographs 
by Stieglitz (1864-1946) domi-

nate the exhibition’s walls at the 
Peabody Essex. It’s hard to imag-
ine the different path O’Keeffe’s 
life might have taken had she 
not caught his eye in 1916, when 
he was 52, married, and a world-
famous photographer based in 
New York and she was 28 and 
still unknown. 

Instantly infatuated with 
O’Keeffe and her art, the son 
of German-Jewish immigrants 
wooed and won her. She moved 
to New York and soon, he began 
taking nude photographs of 
her, one of which hangs beside 
an O’Keeffe painting at the 
Peabody Essex exhibit. The 
two married in 1924. For years, 
Stieglitz photographed O’Keeffe 
obsessively, teaching her how to 
pose and helping make her the 
most photographed artist of the 
20th century.

In 1927, O’Keeffe visited New 
Mexico and fell in love with 
the desert landscape. Her art 
and clothing would change in 
response to it. She lived there 
part of the year from 1929 on, 
moving there permanently after 
Stieglitz’s death in 1946. The 
younger generation of photog-
raphers who visited her in New 
Mexico cemented her status as 
a pioneer of modernism and a 
contemporary style icon.

Sprinkled throughout the 
rooms of paintings, paired 
clothing, and photographs at the 
Peabody Essex exhibit are small 
screen films, including fascinat-
ing home movies of O’Keeffe 
and Stieglitz in New York and a 
one-minute 1977 video portrait, 
the only such interview the art-
ist granted. 

One standout in the exhi-
bition’s predominantly black 
and ivory palette is an orange 
Andy Warhol diamond-dusted 
print that introduces the idea 
of “Saint Georgia,” showing a 
meditative, mystical, Mother 
Theresa-like O’Keeffe. Another 
is a video of the House of Dior’s 
2018 O’Keeffe-inspired cruise 
collection that features her sig-
nature gaucho hat.

“O’Keeffe’s aesthetic legacy 
of organic silhouettes, minimal 
ornamentation, and restrained 
color palettes continues to cap-
ture the popular imagination 
and inspire leading designers 
and tastemakers of today,” said 
Austen Barron Bailly, organizing 
PEM curator.

“Georgia O’Keeffe: Art, Image, 
Style” runs through April 1 at 
the Peabody Essex Museum, 
East India Square, 161 Essex St., 
Salem. For more information, 
call 978-745-9500 visit pem.org.

JEWISH BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS

Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters is  
currently seeking volunteers for waiting 
children and adults in our programs.

To learn more, visit us online at  
jbbbs.org or call 617.558.6547.

JBBBS is committed to maintaining 
a diverse, and inclusive, community.  
We welcome Jewish and non-Jewish 
volunteers to join us.

A few hours. Twice a 
month. A museum. A game 
of pick-up basketball. A 
trip to the ice cream store.

MENTORS WANTED

New to the Journal

Don’t Stop Investing 
in Your Child’s Future

Jay Block  n   1 Spring Street, Marblehead  n   www.jayblock.com
561-309-2468  n   jayblock@jayblock.com

Best-selling McGraw-Hill author of 12 book titles

Tuition payments are done, but they still need your help

Great education  +  Mediocre résumé  +  Lackluster job search  = 

Under-employment

n Transform a look-alike résumé into a powerful self-marketing tool
n Create a strategy to conduct a successful job campaign (not a search)
n Master winning interviewing skills to attract the best job offers
n Custom packages available for every budget
n Work with clients in-person or remotely
n Complimentary, no obligation inquiries welcome
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Georgia O’Keeffe as artist, 
model, and designer at 
Peabody Essex Museum

The Jewish Journal’s WEDDINGS issue publishes on January 25, 2018.
The ad deadline is January 18, so call your sales rep today and reserve your space.

Contact Lois at lois@jewishjournal.org or Marcy at marcy@jewishjournal.org,
or call 978-745-4111.



“Zaklin’s zeitgeist,” in the 
Dec. 14 Jewish Journal was 
an excellent article. Cannabis 
falls in the category of discov-
ery of fire, at first feared and 
dreaded, eventually becoming 
indispensable and welcome. 
I’m unequivocally certain that 
practitioners like Dr. Zaklin will 
become respected and numer-
ous and will carve an important 
niche in the medical armamen-
tarium.

Sol Miskin, M.D.
Via email 

I am writing to clarify my let-
ter published in the last issue 
of the Journal which concluded 
with the sentence “Our church-
es support of BDS is not anti-
Semitic.” While I reiterate my 
position that BDS is not anti-
Semitic, I should make it clear 
that this is not an official posi-
tion of UUCM. While I and 
many other people at the UU 
Church of Marblehead support 
BDS, there are also many who 
don’t. This is one of the things 
we hold dear in our faith: The 

ability to disagree. One of our 
basic principles is that we sup-
port the “Free and responsible 
search for Truth and Meaning.” 
We don’t always agree but we 
respect each other’s right to have 
access to whatever information 
is available to engage in that 
search for truth and meaning.

Carolyn Corzine
Marblehead
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The most charitable words I 
can say about Carolyn Corzine’s 
letter, “Marblehead UU’s sup-
port of BDS is not anti-Semi-
tism,” (Journal, Dec. 14) is that 
it’s misguided and demonstrates 
appalling bias and ignorance.

The BDS movement dismally 
fails Natan Sharansky’s “3D’s 
test” for determining when criti-
cism of Israel crosses the line 
into anti-Semitism: demoniza-
tion, double standards and dele-
gitimization.

BDS’s founders and leaders 
have been quite clear – when 
they think nobody else is paying 
attention – that their goal is the 
total destruction of Israel, the 

world’s only Jewish state. The 
least ambiguous declaration 
was probably made by Anna 
Baltzer, who simply said: “We 
need to wipe out Israel.”

Corzine bemoans a lack of 
“progress” towards what she 
calls a “just outcome,” but 
ignores the cause: the repeated 
rejection by the Arabs of any 
peace agreement that wouldn’t 
entail the destruction of Israel. 
Fatah, PLO and PA chieftain 
Mahmoud Abbas effectively 
hasn’t even pretended to nego-
tiate with Israel for nearly a 
decade, since walking out after 
being offered the equivalent of 
every square meter of the dis-

puted territory in 2008.
If pressure needs to be 

applied to anyone, it’s to the 
Palestinian Arabs. They’re the 
ones who have continued the 
genocidal war started by their 
brethren long before they even 
assumed their new identity as 
“Palestinians”; they’re the ones 
who keep rejecting peace and 
they’re the ones who refuse to 
even negotiate.

Corzine closes by writing 
“Our churches (sic) support of 
BDS is not anti-Semitism.”

Maybe not, but it sure smells 
like it.

Alan Stein
Natick

Corzine letter displays ‘appalling bias and ignorance’

Dr. Zaklin is a pioneer Not all UU members share the same ideology

Ms. Corzine’s letter 
“Marblehead UU’s support 
of BDS is not anti-Semitism” 
(Journal, Dec. 14) is filled with 
erroneous statements. Support 
of BDS and hatred of Jews are 
synonymous. The founders and 
leaders of the BDS movement 
have clearly stated that their 
goal is the destruction of Israel, 
the world’s only Jewish State. 
Anna Baltzer, one of the leaders 
of the BDS movement, tours all 
over the world calling for sup-
port of terrorists and boycotting 
Jews.

Under Natan Sharansky’s 
3D test of anti-Semitism 
“Demonization, Double Stan-
dard and Delegitimization,” 

BDS clearly qualifies.
The false accusation that the 

IDF, one of the most humane 
armies in the world, “demol-
ishes people’s homes, grabs 
children from their homes in 
the middle of the night” is com-
pletely libelous. Far worse than 
that is the murdering of inno-
cent Israeli families for which 
they are handsomely rewarded 
by the Palestinian Authority.

Regarding water supply, 
Israel provides more than ample 
water supply to the Palestinians. 
Much of their water supply is 
lost because of Arab infrastruc-
ture neglect.

Gaza, an open air prison? 
Israel an occupier? Hamas has 

ruled Gaza for the last decade. 
Not sure we can blame Israel 
for the miserable lives of the 
Palestinians whose despicable 
leadership bears responsibility 
for using these poor people as 
pawns.

Only when the Palestinians 
decide to recognize the exis-
tence of the State of Israel and 
come to the table to negoti-
ate in good faith will their lives 
improve.

It would behoove Ms. Corzine 
to get some facts before her pro-
liferation of outrageous inaccu-
racies.

Carol Denbo
Swampscott

Letter from Universalist Unitarian Church rep on BDS is off-base 

On behalf of the Paulson 
family, I am writing this letter 
to the editor in response to the 
Nov. 30 article, “From ashes to 
joy: Gloucester temple greets 
Hanukkah.” We have been resi-
dents of Rockport for more 
than 50 years. While our fam-
ily is from New York City, we’ve 
always been fond of Rockport 
and Gloucester. I would like to 
add a few facts that were left out 
in this article.

Several months after Temple 
Ahavat Achim burned down 10 
years ago, I received an urgent 
phone call from the late Maurice 
Dancour, a long time Rockport 
friend of our family and a pillar 
of the synagogue. He was plead-
ing to me to contact my brother 
and explain the struggle raising 
money to rebuild the temple. 
The first thing I asked Maurice 
was, “Why don’t you call him 
yourself?” And Maurice said, 
“Some members have tried, but 
your brother is very busy and 
didn’t take our calls.” Maurice 

and his wife Anna were very 
kind to our mother Jacqueline; 
Maurice especially within the 
temple. So, I told Maurice on 
the phone that day, “For you 
Maurice, I will make the call 
to my brother John. I’ll fill him 
in on everything and have him 
accept the call from you or the 
fundraising team.”

From that point on, my 
brother John was the lead donor 
to rebuild the temple. And in 
honor of our mother, Temple 
Ahavat Achim officially added 
“The Jacqueline S. Paulson 
Center” to the entrance of the 
synagogue.

As we celebrate the ten-year 
anniversary story of the Temple, 
let us not forget Maurice and 
Anna, and Maurice’s plea. And 
let us not forget that without 
Jackie Paulson from Rockport, 
there may never have been the 
most beautiful state-of-the-art 
synagogue in Cape Ann.

William Paulson 
New York, NY

On anniversary of Gloucester temple fire,  
let’s also remember Jacqueline S. Paulson,  
and Maurice and Anna Dancour

Email letter submissions to: 
editor@jewishjournal.org, 

subject “Letters.”

In October, with great fanfare, Palestinian 
Authority and Hamas leaders announced 
plans to create a unity government.  

Things were expected to change under the 
new form of government, which would see 
Hamas relinquish control of Gaza’s borders 
and the Palestinian Authority’s return to Gaza 
after the 2007 Hamas coup. The agreement 
also called for the creation of a joint police 
force where PA and Hamas members would 
work side by side. The PA also promised to end 
its electrical sanctions against Hamas in Gaza.

Dec. 1 has come and gone and the unity 
agreement has become another piece of paper 
that the Palestinians once heralded and have 
now discarded. Historians of the conflict 
should note that this is the seventh failed unity 
agreement between the PA and Hamas since 
2007. Those agreements took place in Mecca 
in 2007, Sana’a in 2008, Cairo in 2011, Doha in 
2012, Cairo (again) in 2012, Shati in 2014, and 
Cairo (again) this fall. 

Palestinians have much to gain from a unity 
government. Currently, they live under two 

Palestinian governments. Unemployment is 
high in Gaza, its economy is in shambles, and 
humanitarian funds earmarked for residents 
have gone to purchase weapons and have 
also been used to build tunnels by Hamas. 
While quality of life is better in the West Bank, 
unemployment is also high and support of 
Hamas is also still strong.  

With dictators in place in Gaza and the 
West Bank, Palestinian politicians and clergy 
continue to urge residents to carry out jihad, 
or holy war. This is a storyline that will likely 
continue until the Palestinians hold their 
leaders to a different standard. Instead of 
continued warfare and terrorism, a peace 
movement needs to emerge that will put their 
children ahead of political gain. Given the 
expectations that have been trumpeted by 
Palestinian leaders that call for the destruction 
of Israel, and the “Right of Return” of millions 
of Palestinians (and their descendants) to 
current-day Israel, a just peace could take 
decades – or even a century – as many 
observers believe.

Failure, again, in Gaza and Ramallah 
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By Dr. Oren Litwin  
and Samantha Rose Mandeles

JNS.ORG

On Dec. 8, American Muslims for 
Palestine (AMP) held a protest in 
front of the White House, react-

ing to President Donald Trump’s decision 
to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel. The featured speaker was Imam 
Omar Suleiman, who also led Friday 
prayers. Suleiman is a notorious bigot 
who has called homosexuality a “repug-
nant shameless sin,” advocated for gen-
der segregation and justified Islamic sex 
slavery. 

Also speaking was the executive direc-
tor of the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations (CAIR), Nihad Awad. During 
Awad’s remarks at the White House rally, 
he referred to Suleiman as an “eloquent 
… respected imam.” Bad enough as this 
is, one might ask: What was Awad doing 
at an AMP event at all?

While AMP claims that it “stands 
against all forms of bigotry and racism,” it 
has a long and varied history of promot-
ing anti-Semitism. Just last month, AMP 
founder Hatem Bazian was rebuked by 
his employer – University of California, 
Berkeley – for retweeting two vile anti-
Semitic images that accuse “Ashke-Nazis” 
of rape, murder and organ trafficking. 
Nor, despite Bazian’s protestations, is this 
out of character for him. He has a long 
history of anti-Semitic incitement.

This is not surprising. Among the fig-
ures addressing the shouting crowd at an 

AMP protest in New York was Sayel Kayed 
– the president of AMP New Jersey – who 
took the opportunity to proclaim, “Death 
to the peace accords!” This is consistent 
with past AMP events in which terrorists 
were lauded and peace with Israel deni-
grated as a goal. 

Indeed, AMP’s national director, 
Osama Abu-Irshaid, exemplifies such 
sentiments. Formerly of the (now-
defunct) Hamas front organization 
Islamic Association for Palestine (IAP), 
Irshaid has gone on record as claiming 

that the Oslo peace process was a mistake 
because it assumed Israel’s right to exist. 

Worse, still, is Irshaid’s open support 
of Gaza-ruling terrorist group Hamas. In 
a 2014 Facebook post, Irshaid applauded 
Hamas violence against Israelis: “Hamas, 
whose youth have been renewed by its 
commitment to its precise principles for 
liberation [is] the one who believes in his 
Lord, is proud of Him and works for his 
cause and people.”

In another post, Irshaid praised 
Hamas’s “steadfastness and sacrifice,” 

and claimed, “Gaza is victorious…The 
descendants of the Muslim David are 
rubbing the dust with the nose of the 
descendants of the Jewish Goliath [i.e. 
humiliating them].” He even comment-
ed, “Hamas smells the Zionist weakness 
and confusion.”

Despite its staff’s clear bigotry and 
anti-Semitism, when AMP hosted a 
press conference on the Jerusalem dec-
laration in early December, CAIR had 
no trouble jumping on board for co-
sponsorship. And Nihad Awad was will-
ing to address the annual AMP confer-
ence (which ostensibly had the theme 
of “Education, Empowerment, Action”) 
as a featured speaker – even though the 
conference included several alumni of 
defunct Muslim Brotherhood-linked 
organizations, including the IAP and the 
Holy Land Foundation for Relief and 
Development. Both “charities” were shut 
down by the U.S. government for provid-
ing material support to Hamas.

CAIR has long claimed to not only 
be the nation’s preeminent Muslim civil 
rights organization, but a benevolent 
force that fights for the civil rights of all 
peoples. Yet CAIR conveniently looks the 
other way when its partners issue calls for 
violence against Jews and the destruction 
of Israel. Which is it going to be?

Dr. Oren Litwin is a research fellow with 
Islamist Watch, a project of the Middle 
East Forum.

Samantha Rose Mandeles is a coor-
dinator at Islamist Watch. Follow her on 
Twitter: @SRMandeles. 

Bigoted bedfellows: American Muslim groups AMP and CAIR

American Muslims for Palestine founder Hatem Bazian.

By Yaakov Lappin
JNS.ORG

Hamas’s latest effort to 
join a Palestinian unity 
government is little 

more than a facade, and the 
terror group’s top immediate 
objective is to seize control of 
Judea and Samaria and turn it 
into a second Gaza, according 
to the assessments of defense 
experts.  

After years of failed attempts 
at reconciliation, Palestinian 
Authority (PA) President 
Mahmoud Abbas’s Fatah move-
ment and Hamas in October 
announced that they would 
implement a unity deal, which 
included the restoration of PA 
control in Gaza by Dec. 1. But the 
so-called unification quickly ran 
into trouble, and was delayed 
to Dec. 10. Now, the reconcili-
ation agreement is apparently 
collapsing, and Hamas seems to 
be in no rush to revive it.

“Hamas is just waiting for 
Abbas to die, or that he agrees 
to elections, to try and take over 
the West Bank,” Dr. Ely Karmon, 
a senior scholar at Israel’s 
International Institute for 
Counter-Terrorism (ICT), told 
JNS regarding the 82-year-old 
Palestinian leader. “And Hamas 
is again talking about close ties 
with Iran and Hezbollah.”

Dr. Col. (res.) Moshe Elad, 
one of the founders and former 
heads of the security coordina-
tion between the IDF and the 
PA, said the PA is utterly depen-
dent on Israel’s military pres-
ence in Judea and Samaria to 
prevent a second Hamas-armed 
Islamist revolution.

Elad, who today lectures at 
the Western Galilee College, 
said IDF-PA coordination is “the 
insurance policy” that the PA 
has in Judea and Samaria for its 
survival, since “Hamas is very 
strong there.”

“Hamas can’t launch a revo-
lution in Judea and Samaria … 

but it’s a threat that exists all of 
the time,” Elad said. “It’s true 
that on the surface, PA President 
Mahmoud Abbas attacks Israel, 
but ultimately, he wants us to 
be there, so that we can give him 
security against the possibility 
of a revolution by Hamas. As 
absurd as it sounds, he under-
stands that Israel’s presence in 
Judea and Samaria, because of 
the settlers, holds benefits for 
him. This means there is a very 
big convergence of interests…if 
we leave the area, he will be in 
a major problem. This is exactly 
what happened in Gaza.”

Elad was referring to the 2007 
Gaza coup, which saw Hamas’s 
gunmen seize the coastal ter-
ritory by force and kill Fatah 
personnel, widening a massive 
rift between the two Palestinian 
camps.  The latest stalled rec-
onciliation effort was aimed 
at bridging this gap. But Elad 
believes such attempts should 
not be taken seriously.

According to Elad, Saleh al-
Arouri – a senior Hamas opera-
tive who is part of a shadow 
overseas command structure 
for the terror group that orches-
trates attacks from afar – has 
“sent letters to Hamas opera-
tives in which he ordered them 
to prepare a similar coup 
in Judea and Samaria. Abbas 
knows that the five to six battal-
ions the PA has cannot keep him 
in power over time on their own. 
He needs Israel.”

Elad, who has written two 
books on the Palestinians, said 
he has counted more than 25 
unification attempts between 
Hamas and the PA since 2007. 

“It never succeeds,” he said. 
“The Egyptians, the Turks, the 
Qataris and Saudis – who hasn’t 
tried to mediate? There is a 
deeper story here than many 
realize. Hamas will not give up 
its armed force [in Gaza] so eas-
ily.”

On the streets of Palestinian 
cities, towns and villages in 

Judea and Samaria, the PA con-
tinues to repress Hamas, Elad 
added. 

“In terms of popularity, 
Hamas is stronger than the PA, 
because the PA controls by force 
and authority, and not through 
public support,” he said. “There 
are areas outside of the Muqata 
(the PA’s government complex 
in Ramallah) where Abbas can-
not visit. There are two camps 
here – a two-headed Palestinian 
system. Reunification is irrel-
evant.”

In line with Elad’s assess-
ments, the Shin Bet domestic 
intelligence agency and IDF 
ground units in Judea and 
Samaria continue to operate 
day and night to keep Hamas in 
check. Israeli preventative oper-
ations represent the majority of 
the force that is in place against 
Hamas, with the PA’s own efforts 
– motivated by self-preservation 
– forming the minority of anti-
Hamas operations.  

In recent days, the Shin Bet 
announced that it had disrupt-
ed a Hamas cell in the village of 
Tel, near Nablus, which was in 
the planning stages of a kidnap-
ping attack targeting a soldier 
or a civilian from a bus stop. 
Three suspects were arrested, 
who were allegedly in touch 
with Hamas’s headquarters in 
Gaza to receive orders and fund-
ing for the attack, designed to 
secure the release of Palestinian 
security prisoners from Israeli 
jails.

Both the PA and Israel con-
tinue to observe and sometimes 
disrupt Hamas’s social infra-
structure, which spreads its 
popularity and ideology. These 
networks include schools, 
mosques and charity centers, 
used to keep operatives on the 
payroll and recruit the masses 
to the Hamas Islamist cause. 
University campuses bristle 
with Hamas student groups 
that spread radical ideology and 

promote recruitment drives. Yet 
the organization’s terrorist cells 
are routinely detected before 
they can act.

Dozens of the terror plots are 
orchestrated by Hamas’s over-
seas shadow government, led 
by Arouri, who today is believed 
to reside in Lebanon – under 
Hezbollah protection – after 
leaving Turkey.

Hamas’s goal of conquering 
Judea and Samaria provides 
plenty of motivation for the PA 
to continue its arrest raids on 
the terror group, prompting 
Hamas to threaten to end unifi-
cation talks in recent weeks.

“I do not believe in a real 
reconciliation between Hamas 
and Fatah,” said ICT’s Karmon. 
“They could for a short time 
coordinate stances on the issue 
of Jerusalem, but [Hamas politi-
cal chief in Gaza] Yahya Sinwar 
has already announced that the 
agreement has collapsed.”

Palestinian unity deal falters; Hamas eyes West Bank takeover 

A child handles a machine gun at a Hamas summer camp for children in Gaza.



Originally from Rome, Di 
Nepi began her MFA position 
about three weeks ago, arriving 
in Boston from Israel, where she 
previously worked as a curator 
of the medieval and early mod-
ern European galleries at Beit 
Hatfutsot, The Museum of the 
Jewish People in Tel Aviv. She 
also has held curatorial posi-
tions at The National Gallery, 
the Royal Academy of Arts, and 
the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
all in London. 

“We are thrilled to have 
Simona join us as the first 
Schusterman curator,” said 
Marietta Cambareri, the muse-
um’s curator of Decorative Arts 
and Sculpture and Jetskalina 
H. Phillips Curator of Judaica, 
Art of Europe. “The MFA has 
had an overwhelmingly positive 
response to its Judaica collec-
tion and Di Nepi’s expertise puts 
the museum in a strong position 
to build on that.”

The collection of 119 objects, 
donated in 2013 by Lynn 
Schusterman, a philanthropist 
to many Jewish causes, put the 
MFA on the map with a wide 
range of mostly ritual objects 
used in the home, spanning 
from the 18th to the 20th cen-
tury. 

Currently, there are about 50 
Judaica objects on display in 
galleries throughout the muse-
um, an approach that puts the 
objects in context with other 
works from similar periods, 
rather than displaying them as 
religious items on their own. 

Hiring a full-time Judaica 
curator is welcome news, 
according to Jonathan Sarna, 
the noted professor of American 
Jewish history at Brandeis 
University who is chief histo-
rian for the National Museum 
of American Jewish History in 
Philadelphia. 

“This demonstrates the 
museum’s commitment to main-
taining and growing its Judaica 
holdings, and to integrating 
them throughout the museum,” 
Sarna wrote in an email.

On the seventh day of 
Hanukkah, Di Nepi, a warm 
and engaging conversationalist, 
spoke with the Journal about 
her new position at the MFA 
and about settling in Boston, 
where, she admitted, the win-
ter weather is not the balmier 
climate of her native Rome or 
Tel Aviv, where she’s lived for the 
past seven years.

“It’s incredibly exciting to be 
at the MFA. For me, it’s such an 
enormous opportunity to do so 
much,” Di Nepi said. 

Judaica “is a very function-
al kind of art. It is made to be 
used,” she said. The MFA’s col-
lection is comprised largely of 
domestic items, but Di Nepi 
admires that it boasts a wide 
range of styles and genres, with 
paintings, metalwork, ceramics, 
glass, and textiles. 

Di Nepi is drawn to Judaica 
for its artistic beauty, and also 
because it often reflects the cul-
ture where the objects are made. 
But the objects “have a twist,” 

she observed. “I love that they 
are part of the surrounding cul-
ture but they also have a content 
that is uniquely theirs.” 

In just a few weeks in Boston, 
Di Nepi has become very fond 
of a stunning handmade silver 
Hanukkah lamp that shines 
out from behind a glass display 
in the MFA’s Angelica Lloyd 
Russell Gallery that is devoted 
to 18th century European deco-
rative arts. The ornate, Rococo 
style Hanukkah lamp, made 
in Aubsurg, Germany, dates to 
the mid 18th century, and was 
acquired by the MFA in 2009. It 
was likely made by a non-Jew-
ish silversmith because at the 
time, Jews were not allowed in 
Europe’s silversmith guilds, Di 
Nepi pointed out. 

Two smaller, less elaborate 
silver Hanukkah lamps that are 
part of the Schusterman collec-
tion also are featured in the dis-
play, along with two intricately 
detailed silver spice towers used 
during the Havdalah ritual at 
the close of the Sabbath. A pair 
of lovely Delft ceramic plates 
for Passover and Sukkot are on 
view across the gallery, where 
visitors can see the largest 
number of the MFA’s Judaica in 
one space.

In the Daphne and Peter 
Farago Gallery, Di Nepi pointed 
out two pieces of contempo-
rary Judaica, a spice container 
by Korean-born artist Chunghi 
Choo, and a silver Miriam’s Cup 
by Lexington artist Cynthia Eid, 
whom she met at the Hanukkah 

program. Both evoke a modern, 
abstract style. 

The contemporary works 
bring to light the evolving 
nature of Judaica, Di Nepi said. 
“Is it only traditional or are we 
allowed to innovate?” It’s among 
the thought provoking questions 
that Di Nepi and other Judaica 
curators ponder, she noted.

For now, Di Nepi is eager to 

study the collection in depth. 
But over time, she is looking for-
ward to putting more objects 
into the galleries, collaborating 
with other institutions for loans, 
and to widen the public’s aware-
ness of Judaica. She hopes to 
work closely with the education 
department as well. 

“There is so much that we can 
do,” she said. 
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Judaica at the Museum of Fine Arts
from page 1

Simona Di Nepi has been appointed Curator of Judaica at Boston’s 
Museum of Fine Arts.

engaged and knowl-
edgeable about their 
Jewish roots. Being open 
and loving as an orga-
nization has worked 
to engage many more 
students than making 
them feel like they aren’t 
Jewish enough.”

Finally, Rabbi Summit 
is quick to acknowledge the impact social media 
has had on the organization in recent years, both 
good and bad. On the positive side, platforms like 
Facebook have made it far easier to spread the 
word about upcoming initiatives and programs, 
and Hillel’s face-to-face culture has been a wel-
come respite for many students otherwise teth-
ered to their phones and computers.

But that easy flow of information also has been 
a double-edged sword. “If there is a controversial 
topic online on a student-run website, for exam-

ple, I will quickly hear 
from parents who may 
be upset, whereas a few 
decades ago, it would 
be a complete non-
issue,” said Summit. 
“Social media has the 
power to dramatically 
distort the significance 
of things happening on 
campus.”

Tufts Hillel has 
become a nation-
al model, primar-
ily through its many 

social justice programs. The recipient of dozens 
of awards, its unique brand of programming has 
been widely emulated and Summit often consults 
with other colleges seeking to advance their own 
groups. 

Fortunately for the Tufts community, Summit 
will not be leaving campus entirely. He will con-
tinue his work as a music professor, and also 
will be working alongside Hillel International to 
develop and promote new Jewish programming. 

“I’m not ready to leave just yet,” he said. 

Rabbi 
Summit
from page 1

Rabbi Jeffrey Summit, executive director of the 
Tufts Hillel.
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By Rabbi Shlomo Riskin

“And when the days of 
mourning for Jacob 
were over, Joseph 

spoke to the house of Pharaoh 
saying, ‘If now I have found favor 
in your eyes, speak, I pray you, 
in the ears of Pharaoh, saying, 
My father made me swear, and 
he declared: I am dying. In my 
grave that I have dug for myself 
in the land of Canaan, there shall 
you bury me…’” [Gen. 50:4-5].

Why does the normally flashy, 
confident Grand Vizier of Egypt 
make such a meek request to 
Pharaoh to bury his father in 
his family’s ancestral homeland? 
Does the number two figure in 
the most powerful nation on 
earth, who undoubtedly confers 
with the king on a daily basis, 
need an appointment to see the 
monarch?

Why is he forced to traverse 
through the usual hierarchy of 
gatekeepers through whom only 
junior staff and guests must 
pass? For that matter, why does 
the Torah even go to the trou-
ble of reporting the process by 
which Joseph makes this apolo-
getic petition?

Rabbi Ovadia Seforno (16th 
Century Italy) explains that in 
this particular instance, court 
etiquette prevented Joseph from 
making his request personally of 
Pharaoh because he was dressed 
in mourning clothes (and was 
presumably in need of a haircut 
and shave). However, Jewish law 
dictates that whatever one has 
to do in order to properly bury 
one’s dead is permissible. Joseph 
certainly could have made him-
self presentable had his external 
appearance posed a problem, 
especially since his request was 
to properly bury his father in the 
Land of Israel!

In contrast, Rabbi David 
Pardo (18th Century Italy, 
Sarajevo and Jerusalem), author 
of Maskil l’David, maintains that 
a careful reading of the verse 
indicates a change in Joseph’s 
status. His sudden loss of access 
could well be a warning of new 
palace tremors that would even-
tually erupt into the enslave-
ment of his descendants. Joseph 
seems to have been demoted.

I would like to suggest anoth-
er explanation. Perhaps the 
obsequious manner in which 
Joseph must arrange to have his 
request brought before Pharaoh 
is not to shed light on a change 
in Joseph’s political position, but 

rather to emphasize the delicate 
nature of this particular petition 
itself. In other words, it serves as 
a moment of truth for Joseph as 
well as for Jews of every genera-
tion. Permit me to explain.

Joseph has reached the top 
of the social ladder in Egypt. 
He speaks Egyptian, dresses as 
an Egyptian, is referred to by 
an Egyptian name (Tzafenat-
Pane’ach), and is married to 
a native Egyptian. From slave 
to prime minister, Joseph has 
certainly lived out the great 
Egyptian dream. Now, however, 
he is forced to face the precari-
ousness and vulnerability of his 
position.

Ordinarily a person wants to 
be buried in his own homeland, 
where his body will become part 
of the earth to which he feels 
most deeply connected. Indeed, 
in the ancient world, the most 
critical right of citizenship was 
the right of burial. Jacob wise-
ly understands that Pharaoh 
expects Joseph to completely 
identify with Egypt, to bring up 
generations of faithful and com-
mitted Egyptians in return for 
all that his adopted country has 
given to him. But this is impos-
sible for Jacob, and the patri-
arch hopes that it would also be 
impossible for his children and 
grandchildren.

True, they were in Egypt, but 
they were not of Egypt. They 
might contribute to Egyptian 
society and the economy, but 
they could never truly become 
Egyptians. Jacob understands 
that his burial in Canaan would 
be the greatest test of Joseph’s 
career, and would define the 
character of his descendants 
forever. Hence, he makes his 
sons solemnly swear not to bury 
him in Egypt [ibid., 49:29-32].

Joseph, too, understands that 
Pharaoh would be shocked at 
the request, a petition express-
ing the Hebrew’s rejection of 
the world’s greatest superpow-
er. Indeed, it is such a difficult 
and sensitive matter that Joseph 
cannot face his patron, Pharaoh, 
directly with it.

At that moment, Joseph 
understands an even deeper 
truth: neither he nor his prog-
eny will ever ultimately identify 
with Egypt. If he, his brothers, 
his children and grandchildren 
were to make the choice to live 
as Jews, with their own concepts 
of life and death, they would 
never be accepted and would 
likely be persecuted. It is this 
realization in the aftermath of 
Jacob’s death that can be seen 
as the beginning of the slavery 
of the Israelites [Rashi to Gen. 
47:28].

In Egypt, Joseph’s kinsmen 
may have everything: Goshen 
Heights and Goshen Green, 
progeny and patrimony. But as 
long as they are determined to 
remain Jews – to live as Jews 
and to die as Jews – servitude 
and persecution are never far 
off. They may rejoice in their 
preferred Egyptian status, where 
“they took possession of it and 
were fruitful and multiplied 
exceedingly” [ibid., 47:27], but 
they can never pause to enjoy 
this good fortune.

The realization upon Jacob’s 
death of the transient and illu-
sory nature of their good for-
tune comes upon them inexora-
bly and imperceptibly, as in the 
blink of an eye. Such is the ulti-
mate fate of the Jewish People 
in every exile. The roller-coaster 
experience in Egypt, foretell-
ing future exiles, teaches that 
we have just one true national 
home, Israel, where we can fully 
live the ideals of the Torah and 
serve as a model nation for all 
the peoples of the earth!

Rabbi Shlomo Riskin is the 
chief rabbi of Efrat.

Parshat Vayechi (Genesis 47:28-50:26)

Joseph faces a moment of truth 

Cantor Idan Irelander, the cantor and music director at Temple 
Emanuel Andover, was recently elected president of the New 
England Board of Cantors. Among its other objectives, the board 
aims to provide guidance and leadership to the Jewish community, 
especially in aspects of Jewish music, and, particularly, synagogue 
music.

Irelander leads cantor’s board
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True, [the Hebrews] 
were in Egypt, but they 
were not of Egypt. They 

might contribute to 
Egyptian society and the 
economy, but they could 

never truly become 
Egyptians.
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By Sean Savage
JNS.ORG

Germany took in more than 
1 million migrants in 2015 and 
2016, fundamentally reshaping 
the country. While the migra-
tion has significantly slowed 
in 2017, to around 200,000, 
Germany has been grappling 
with backlash from anti-immi-
gration political parties and the 
threat of Islamic terrorism. 

At the same time, in the 
fledgling German Jewish com-
munity – which stands at 
approximately 100,000 people, 
its largest size since World 
War II – fears are growing that 
migration from Muslim coun-
tries with long histories of 
anti-Semitism might prompt a 
reversal of Germany’s confron-
tation of its anti-Semitic past as 
well as its strong relationship 
with Israel.

A study released last week by 
the American Jewish Committee 
(AJC) has led to renewed focus 
on Germany’s migration issue. 
The study, which was based 
on interviews with 68 migrants 
from Iraq and Syria as well as 
follow-up interviews with 85 
additional respondents, found 
that anti-Semitic “thought pat-
terns and stereotypes were very 
widespread throughout all the 
interviews.”

The study also found that 
“almost all Arab interviewees 
considered a fundamental-
ly negative image of Israel to 
be natural and as a matter of 
course questioned Israel’s right 
to exist.”

“The AJC study confirms 
empirically what was long com-
mon knowledge among observ-
ers of Muslim anti-Semitism in 
Germany,” Benjamin Weinthal, 
a fellow at the Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies (FDD) 
think tank and a German cor-
respondent for The Jerusalem 
Post, told JNS. 

Weinthal said there is a 
“potent recipe for societal and 
political disintegration” in 
Germany when “one combines 
the over 1 million refugees and 
migrants from mainly Muslim-
majority countries – who are 
largely infected with contem-
porary anti-Semitism – with 
Germans who hold widespread 
modern anti-Semitic views.”

Study results
Dr. Günther Jikeli, a histo-

rian and expert on anti-Sem-
itism who teaches at Indiana 
University and the University 
of Potsdam, conducted the AJC 
study. He told JNS that he has 
observed a rise in anti-Sem-
itism in Germany since 2000 
on the far right and left of the 
political spectrum, and that the 
recent influx of migrants pro-
vided the impetus for a com-
prehensive study on the issue. 

Among the forms of anti-
Semitism that Jikeli and his col-
leagues found among survey 
respondents were not only clas-
sic anti-Semitic views such as 
“Jews are rich” and references 
to The Protocols of the Elders 
of Zion, but also the blaming 
of Jews and Israel for the 9/11 
attacks, the rise of Islamic State 
and the Syrian Civil War.

Study shows 
‘potent recipe’ 
for anti-Semitism 
in Germany
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Jewish World  
and Mideast News Briefs

—  from Jewish News Service (JNS.org)  —

The Israel Airports 
Authority announced 
Monday that it plans to 
significantly expand Ben 
Gurion Airport during 
the next five years in a 
$1.43 billion project. The 
upgrade was initiated as 
a result of an increased 
number of passengers 
traveling through the air-
port, which serves as the 

primary international gateway in and out of the Jewish state.
Since the beginning of 2017, Ben Gurion Airport – located on the 

periphery of Tel Aviv – has seen an 18 percent increase in interna-
tional passenger turnover, with the 20 millionth passenger of the 
year arriving this week, according to the Airports Authority.

The authority expects that 30 million passengers will travel 
through Ben Gurion Airport during the next five years. 

Among the various elements in the airport’s expansion are 86 
new check-in counters and stations for self check-in, six screening 
machines in the airport’s security zone, eight passenger boarding 
bridges, two shuttle gates, and other modifications designed to 
accommodate additional aircraft. 

Since Israel signed the Open Skies agreement with the European 
Union in 2012, which has brought more flights to and from 
European countries at reduced prices, traffic at Ben Gurion Airport 
has increased significantly. Tourism to Israel has reached an all-
time high in 2017. More than 3 million tourists visited the country 
this year. 

To honor President Donald 
Trump’s recent recognition of 
Jerusalem as the Israeli capital, 
Israel plans to name a new train 
station slated for the Western 
Wall after the US leader.

Transportation Minister 
Yisrael Katz accepted recom-
mendations issued by the steer-
ing committee of Israel Railways 
to construct a train station in 
Jerusalem’s Jewish Quarter. The 
station will be located within 
walking distance from the 
Western Wall.

“The Kotel (Western Wall) is 
the holiest place to the Jewish 
people, and I have decided to 
name the train station leading 
to it after US President Donald 
Trump, in recognition of his 
brave and historic decision to 
recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s 

capital,” Katz said. 
The Western Wall train proj-

ect will see the construction of 
a 1.8-mile-long underground 
tunnel connecting Jerusalem’s 
Hauma train station with a new 
subterranean “City Center” sta-
tion as well as the “Donald John 
Trump, Western Wall” station. 
The underground Jerusalem 
train lines will connect with the 
forthcoming Tel Aviv-Jerusalem 
high-speed rail, which is slated 
for completion in late 2021.

‘Donald John Trump,  
Western Wall’ train station  
approved for construction

Ben Gurion Airport to undergo  
$1.4 billion expansion
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By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Call 2017 a banner year for 
women and diversity at 
area theaters. On small 

and large stages alike, rich and 
well-acted productions ranged 
from a revived solo work about 
Golda Meir, to an all-women 
‘’Julius Caesar,’’ to a moving look 
at the developing relationship of 
a closeted gay Jewish aid worker 
and an African -American busi-
nessman. 

The following – in alphabeti-
cal order – are my choices for 
the best offerings this year: 

Small Stage 

• “Billy Elliot the Musical” 
(Wheelock Family Theatre, 
Boston) – A strong multicultural 

cast brought soaring expression 
to this Tony Award celebration 
of solidarity and the inner elec-
tricity of a boy born to dance.
• “The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-Time” 
(SpeakEasy Stage Company at 
Calderwood Pavilion, Boston) 
– Gifted artistic director Paul 
Daigneault made this Hub edi-
tion actually more satisfying 
than the national tour of the 
Tony-winning look at the chal-
lenges confronting an autistic 
teen boy.
• “Days of Atonement” (Israeli 
Stage at Calderwood, Boston) – 
Four very different sisters seek 
redemption and respect dur-
ing a tense holiday reunion in 
Hanna Azoulay-Hasfari’s poi-
gnant drama, sensitively staged 
by company artistic director 
Guy Ben-Aharon.

Women roared onstage in 2017

Photo by Andrew Brilliant
Bobbie Steinbach in “Golda’s Balcony’’ at the New Repertory 
Theatre in Watertown.



We welcome you to the magnificent, newly 
refurbished Heritage Resort & Spa. Just 
1 hr and 15 minutes from the Whitestone 
Bridge this full-facility splendid resort in the 
picturesque Litchfield Hills of Northwest CT 
offers New England at its best. It is truly the 
quintessential destination for an unforgettable quintessential destination for an unforgettable 
Passover holiday. The haute cuisine offered 
in a beautiful setting with music and shiurim 
to enrich your Pesach experience. 

Creating memories 
for pesach 2018 
to cherish for  

A lifetime. 

 

C a l l  7 1 8 . 9 9 8 . 4 4 7 7  o r  4 1 0 . 4 8 4 . 5 5 5 3   w w w . v i m s h o l i d a y s . c o m  

theHeritage

44  y e a r s  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y

2 0 1 8

s o u t h b u r y ,  c ts o u t h b u r y ,  c t

Contact us at: 
mendyvimholidays@aol.com 
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Glatt, Scholar in Residence

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM    Friday 7 AM - 2 PM, 
Closed Saturday.                      

Free Parking 

Zayde’s Market                       
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:                                                                   
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!                                                               

    www.zaydesmarket.com           781-828-3530 

Rainbow                                                             

Bagels                                                                  

Are Awesome                                                       
 

Looking for a                              Caterer 
Call us 

marcy@jewishjournal.org  

Catering By Zayde’s                                          
Share your next event with us!                                                    

Fresh Roasted and delivered weekly                               
Armeno Coffee’s………...10%Off 
Family Pack                                                
Legs Quarter………….........$2.79lb. 
Boneless                                                                     
Short Ribs……………………$13.99lb. 
Empire                                                                 
Honey Smoked Tukey..….$6.49lb. 
Meal Mart                                                                 
Amazing Meals...10 Varieties..$4.29Pk                                                                                
Meal Mart      6oz Retail Pkg.                                                                         
Sliced Deli Meats…From..$2.59 pk     

Sales Prices Good Thru January 5, 2018 
Closed New Years Day                  

Delivery Fees of $5.00 and up                                                    
See our Web site & Facebook page 

Sparkling Wines 
Champagne                   
Appetizers        

Complete Dinners     
Desserts 

We have it all                                 

ARTS  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – DECEMBER 28, 2017 13

JOURNALISM DOES MATTER
Donate to the Jewish Journal  

on our homepage at jewishjournal.org  
or call 978-745-4111 x121.

• “Edward II” (Actors’ Shakespeare 
Project at Charles town Working 
Theater) – Maurice Emmanuel 
Parent, one of Boston’s best 
actors, was majestic as the 
title 14th century monarch in 
Christopher Marlowe’s provoca-
tive classic.
• “Faceless” (Zeitgeist Stage 
Company at Boston Center for 
the Arts) – Muslim and Jewish 
lawyers tested their own beliefs 
and the motivation of a radi-
calized young woman in Selina 
Fillinger’s stereotype-free play.
• “Gabriel” (Greater Boston 
Stage Company, formerly the 
Stoneham Theatre) – The late 
Thomas Derrah displayed his 
great gifts in the role of a Nazi 
officer in this gripping World 
War II drama.
• “Julius Caesar” (Actors’ 
Shakespeare Project at Studio 
210) – Bobbie Steinbach and 
Marya Lowry headed up the 
stellar all-female cast of director 
Bryn Boice’s sharp revival, with 
Marianna Bassham definitive as 
Marc Anthony.
•  “She Loves Me” (Greater Boston 
Stage Company) – Director/cho-
reographer extraordinaire Ilyse 
Robbins clearly paid homage 
to Jewish collaborators Jerry 
Bock and Sheldon Harnick of  
“Fiddler on the Roof” fame with 
hora and kazatzke dances in this 
sweet revival.
• “The Little Dog Laughed” 
(Take Your Pick Productions 
at Calderwood) – Cassandra 
Lovering’s taut revival of 
Douglas Carter Bean’s savvy 
look at fame, art, and personal 
integrity proved a remarkable 
company debut.
• “Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf?” (Lyric Stage Company 
of Boston) – Steve Barkhimer 
and especially Paula Plum cap-
tured the fiery vision of Edward 
Albee’s masterwork.

Large Stage

• “Bullets over Broadway” 
(Ogunquit Playhouse) – Crime 
and the theater shared a striking 
relationship complete with an 
inspired gangster tap ensemble.
•  “Death of a Salesman” (Trinity 
Repertory Theatre, Providence) 
– Human dignity cried out for 
immediate attention in this 
timely revival.
• “A Guide for the Homesick” 
(Huntington Theatre Company, 
Boston) – Writer Ken Urban’s 
moving advice about love and 
caring proved the best new play 
of 2017.
• “Merrily We Roll Along” 
(Huntington) – Maria Friedman 
gave lesser Sondheim a revival 
worthy of his best work.
• “Ragtime” (Ogunquit) – With 
the fate of Dreamers uncertain, 
this celebration of the American 
immigrant experience resonat-
ed in a Broadway-caliber revival 
with a standout performance by 
Josh Young as Jewish filmmaker 
Tateh.
• “Silent Sky” (Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre, Lowell) – The 
accomplishments of Henrietta 
Leavitt and her fellow women 
colleagues soared in this radiant 
staging. 
• “The Royale” (Merrimack) – 
Thomas Silcott scored a knock-
out as the conflicted boxer in 
a championship drama about 
pain, prejudice, and the price of 
personal victory.
• “Trans Scripts, Part I: The 
Women” (American Repertory 
Theatre, Cambridge) – Paul 
Lucas’ insightful new look at 
transgender women was a rev-
elation. 
• “Young Frankenstein” (North 
Shore Music Theatre, Beverly) – 
Brian Padgett’s song and dance 
as the Monster in “Puttin’ on the 
Ritz’’ would make Mel Brooks 
proud.

Photo courtesy GBSC
“Gabriel” at the Greater Boston Stage Company



Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington St., Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Closed Saturdays

154 Atlantic Avenue
Marblehead, MA 01945

1-800-432-0304  • 1-781-631-0303

Stowaway Sweets

Candy for  
All Occasions!

AMEX        DISCOVER        MC        VISA

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

To advertise, contact lois@jewishjournal.org or marcy@jewishjournal.org or call 978-745-4111

Event Planning
Professional Live Music
JUMP STREET BAND

All Occasions • All Genres
Full Band or Trio • Duo • Solo also available

Female band singer – numerous  
performances with Kenny Loggins
Hora medley available on request

JumpStreet-Band.com
JumpStreet-Band@comcast.net

978.290.0712 

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

Week of Friday, Dec 29, 2017 through Thursday, Jan 4, 2018

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN (PG) 
Fri & Sat: (11:30 AM), (2:00),  

(4:30), 7:00, 9:30
Sun: (11:30 AM), (2:00), (4:30), 7:00

Mon: (2:00), (4:30), 7:00
Tue - Thu: (4:30), 6:45

STAR WARS: THE LAST JEDI (PG-13) 
Fri & Sat: (12:00), (3:30), 6:45, 10:00

Sun: (12:00), (3:15), 6:30
Mon: (3:30), 6:45

Tue - Thu: (4:00), 7:00

THELMA (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater
Fri & Sat: (11:45 AM), (4:15), 7:20, 9:45

Sun: (11:45 AM), (4:15), 7:20
Mon - Thu: (4:15), 7:20

LADY BIRD (R) 
Fri & Sat: (12:30), (2:45),  

(5:00), 7:15, 9:45
Sun: (12:30), (2:45), (5:00), 7:15

Mon: (2:45), (5:00), 7:15
Tue - Thu: (5:00), 7:15

THIS PERFECT PLACE:  
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
(NR) 

Mon - Thu: 4:30 PM

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

Fri - Mon: 2:00, 6:30
Tue - Thu: 6:30 PM

Visit our website for other showtimes

Wishing All Our Friends & Customers
A Happy and Healthy 

New Year!
SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm

Luncheon Specials: MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm
TEL 978-531-3366 • FAX 978-531-3060 • www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Fine Chinese Cuisine

373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA   |   781.289.3672
By Appointment   |   Entrance at Rear of House   |   Major Credit Cards

*Selected merchandise, prior purchases & special orders excluded

SHOP Easy! SHOP Smart!

For the fi nest col lec tion of
Casual Da y ti me Wear

to Black Tie Party Wear

HOLIDAY BLOWOUT 
SALE!*

Sweaters • Pants • Tops
and much more!

Extraordinary, Contemporary Clothing  
for Today’s Woman

You Will Love Our Clothes!
Call today … for an appointment

Selma’sSince 1948
Selma’s
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DECEMBER 31
NYE WITH EZEKIEL’S WHEELS KLEZMER BAND 

It’s a klezmer New Year’s Eve celebration! Join 
International Jewish Music Festival award-winners 
Ezekiel’s Wheels Klezmer Band and the Burren for a 
dinner show to bid adieu to 2017. With searing violin 
runs, tender trombone melodies, singing and dancing  
in Yiddish and English, this show will have it all!  
The Burren, 247 Elm St., Somerville. $25.

DECEMBER 31 - JANUARY 1
FIRST NIGHT FIRST DAY 2018 is a two-day, city-
wide celebration that is free and open to the public. 
The long running festival will feature family-friendly 
activities such as the parade down Boylston Street, a 
spectacular pyrotechnics show, themed ice sculptures, 
performances from local musicians and artists, and 
the highly anticipated annual countdown to the 
New Year, the “Copley Countdown.” On January 1, 
Copley Square will welcome New Year’s revelers 
to participate in activities devoted to families and 
children’s entertainment from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. For more 
information and a list of events go to firstnightboston.
org.

FIRST NIGHT SKATING SPECTACULAR  
Join The Skating Club of Boston at The Boston Common 
Frog Pond for a FREE figure skating ice show featuring 
soloists, Team Excel Synchronized Skating, and Theatre 
On Ice teams. Headlined by international and national 
competitive figure skaters from The Skating Club of 
Boston. Immediately following the show, the Mugar 
Family Fireworks will take place on Boston Common.  
6 - 7 p.m. 617-635-2121.

LookingAhead
DRAWN FROM LIFE

Join us for a session with 
George Freedman whose 

editorial cartoons 
have appeared in 
every issue of 
the Jewish 
Journal since 
1981. He will talk 
about the process 
of developing a 
cartoon and will 
present a selection 
of his work.  
$10 per person.

You must register in advance by January 16 
by calling 781-631-8330. $10, including lunch. 
JCCNS, 4 Community Rd., Marblehead.

THE LOBSTAHCRACKAH 
BALLET

The LobstahCrackah Ballet: Revenge of the 
Gull King. Definitely not your mama’s Nutcrackah! 
The Gull King, LobstahCrackah Prince, Shrimp 
Cocktail Fairy ... Turbines, mermaids, jellyfish, 
whales, dancing oyster crackers ... oh my! 
Presented by The Folklore Theatre Company.  
Runs Dec. 29, 30, 31, Jan. 5, 6, 7, and Jan. 
12, 13, 14. Suggested donation $10-$20. 
FolkloreTheatre.company. Below Floating Lotus, 
169 Main St., Gloucester. 978-704-1269.

JAN 
19 DEC. 29 - 

JAN. 14



BEVERLY’S NEW YEAR Family 
and friends invited to Cabot Street 
for Beverly’s New Year 2018. With 
performances, Curious Creatures, 
magic, games, music, arts and 
crafts and more. Kids two and 
under are free! For more information 
call 978-922-8558 or visit 
beverlymainstreets.org/beverlys-
new-year-62.html. 3:30-7 p.m.

THROUGH JANUARY 1
THE GREENWAY CAROUSEL 
Visit the Greenway Carousel to 
experience beautiful light shows 
timed to some of your favorite 
songs! Take a spin against the 
backdrop of bright, festive light 
shows. Shows run every 30 
minutes from 4:45 p.m. Fridays-
Sundays and all of vacation 
week. $3 per ride, Pack of 10 is 
$25.  Call 888-239-7616 or go to 
rosekennedygreenway.org/visit/
greenway-carousel/.

JANUARY 3
PRIMO LEVI: AUSCHWITZ 
SURVIVOR AND WITNESS  
for Our Time Primo Levi, an 
Auschwitz survivor, felt obliged 
“to live to tell.” He wrote: “Human 
memory is a marvelous but 
fallacious instrument … The 
experiences that we survivors of the 
Nazi Lagers (camps) carry within 
us are becoming more extraneous 
as the years pass … We must be 
listened to … It happened, therefore 
it can happen again. This is the 
core of what we have to say.” 
The course is free. Temple Ohabei 
Shalom, 1187 Beacon St., Brookline. 
7:30 - 9 p.m. ohabei.org/event-
items/primo-levi.

JANUARY 6
SOUTHERN RAIL IN WAKEFIELD 
Bluegrass is back. Their 
performances are high-energy 
exuberant fun with riveting 
harmonies, irrepressible humor 
and sparkling banjo, mandolin, and 
guitar solo work. Bluegrass with a 
touch of gospel makes for a toe-
tapping evening. Reservations are 
recommended by calling 781-246-
2836 or LindenTree85@comcast.
net.  Doors open at 7:30. Tickets 
are $20 (those under 18, $10). Info:  
8 p.m. Linden Tree Coffeehouse 
at  Unitarian-Universalist Church 
of Wakefield, 326 Main St., 
Wakefield. Reservations at: 
LindenTreeCoffeehouse.org.

PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT CIRCLE 

PJ Library Shabbat Circle is a fun, 
interactive family Shabbat service 
geared to families with young 
children, ages 6 and younger. Older 
siblings, grandparents, and friends 
are welcome! Refreshments will 
be served. Everyone is welcome. 
For more information, contact 
Phoebe Potts at 978-281-0739 or 
phoebetaa@gmail.com. 10:30 - 
11:15 a.m. Temple Ahavat Achim, 
86 Middle St., Gloucester.

YOUNG FAMILY MUSICAL 
HAVDALAH Free Saturday night 
musical Havdalah service, dinner 
and dessert for young families. 
All are welcome. 5:30 - 7 p.m. 
Temple Sinai, 1 Community Rd., 
Marblehead. 

JANUARY 6 – 
FEBRUARY 4
NEW ARTIST MEMBER 
EXHIBIT The Marblehead Arts 
Association (MAA) will begin the 
2018 exhibit calendar with the 
exciting and diverse work of new 
artist members’ work in the galleries 
for the month of January.  Most of 
the new artist members are from 
Marblehead or the greater North 
Shore and Boston areas. Opening 
Reception – Sunday, January 7, 
2 - 4 p.m. Free and open to all; 
light refreshments will be served. 
Marblehead Arts Association, 8 
Hooper St., Marblehead. 781-631-
2608, marbleheadarts.org.

JANUARY 7
TEEN ISRAEL ADVOCACY 
Exciting Israel advocacy classes 
for teens in grades 11 and 12.  
Participation in any teen trip to 
Israel is a prerequisite.  Teens 
will learn how to support Israel 
through effective advocacy by 
gaining education and developing 
communication skills.  A light 
dinner will be provided. Free. For 
more information or to register, 
contact Sharon Wyner via email: 
swyner@lappinfoundation.org, 
or call 978-565-4450. 6 - 8 p.m. 
Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody.

29 Congress Street • PO Box 986 • Salem, MA 01970 • 978.740.4431 • fax 978.744.1411 • www.lappinfoundation.org

Lappin Foundation
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

Some highlights of 2017 programming include:
� More than 220 free programs, classes, and 

events with program attendance totaling 
more than 25,000! 

� 109 Jewish teens had a life-changing Israel 
experience in July 

� 73 Jewish high school students serve 
as Teen Israel Advocacy Interns

� More than 600 Jewish children and their 
families receive PJ Library books every month

� More than 100 Jewish and interfaith families 
celebrate Shabbat in temples across the community
every month at PJ Library Shabbat Circles

� Hundreds of adults engage in Jewish learning 
at the Foundation’s Jewish book clubs, movie
screenings, Israel advocacy programs and more

� More than 100 families celebrate Shabbat at
home with family and friends in Rekindle Shabbat

� 25-week Introduction to Judaism course for 
individuals seeking to learn more about Judaism
or preparing for conversion

Please support Lappin Foundation’s successful mission
of enhancing Jewish identity across generations
with a tax-deductible contribution to the Foundation’s
2017 Annual Campaign. 

Donations of any amount 
are greatly appreciated. 

Donations can be made online 
at LappinFoundation.org or 
by contacting Susan Feinstein 
at 978-740-4431 or 
sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org.

Uniquely, every dollar that is 
contributed to the Foundation’s
2017 Annual Campaign goes to
fund 2018 Youth to Israel and our
other programs, not Foundation
employees’ salaries, overhead or
other expenses, all of which are
paid by the Lappin Family. 

Lappin Foundation’s effective 
outreach engages thousands of 
individuals, who are Jewish and 
of other faiths, every month and
connects them to our Jewish 
community through hundreds of
exciting and meaningful Jewish
programs, experiences, classes 
and events, the overwhelming 
majority of which are free.

978-750-0100
Mon-Sat: 6am - 9pm  ~  Sunday: 6am - 8pm

expires January 31, 2018
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NORTH SHORE JEWISH EDUCATION SEMINARS: FILM SERIES 
Making Trouble: Three Generations of Funny Jewish Women 
tells the story of six of the greatest female comic performers of the last 
century. True story of what it means to be Jewish, female and funny. Part of 
Temple Tiferet Shalom Tuesday Night Series. 7:30 p.m. Light refreshments 
served, free and open to all. 978-535-2100. 489, Lowell St., Peabody.

JANUARY 9



REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

Weaver OrthOdOntics
Orthodontics for Adults, Adolescents and Children

DR. BUCK WEAVER  /  DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street  / Swampscott 01907

781-581-1550  /  www.weaverortho.com

HEARING

Doctor Trusted, Patient Voted #1
600 Loring Avenue, Salem, MA

978-607-0062 • renewhearing.net

Personalized home care services 
from 1-hour a week to 24-hrs a day

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

781-245-1880  abchhp.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME HEALTH CARE

Specializing in private duty  
home care for over 25 years

TONYA NASH
Hours: 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

781-775-7284
www.TopsPassionateHomeCare.com

TOPS PASSIONATE
PRIVATE HOME CARE

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

HEALTH SERVICES

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

PRIVATE DUTY CARE	
	

	

	
	
	
	

Concierge Level Home Care 
	
	

Case	Management	
Medical	Escort	

	

Memory	Care	•	Personal	Care	
	

Meticulous	Staff	Selection	
Companions	•	Home	Health	Aides	

LPNs	•	RNs	
	

Providing	Up	to	24/7	Care	
	

Fully	Bonded	and	Insured	
	

8	Cherry	Street	•	Danvers,	MA	01923	
978-500-5161	

AberdeenHomeCareInc.com	
	

Specializing in Private Duty Home Care Since 2001 

	

ELDER SERVICES

Serving Danvers, Marblehead, Salem,  
Middleton & Peabody Since 1976 

978-750-4540     www.nselder.org 

Information, Support & Services for  
our local area older adults 

To advertise in 
The Jewish Journal’s 

HEALTH 
SERVICES 

DIRECTORY
contact: 

lois@jewishjournal.org

or 

marcy@ 
jewishjournal.org

 or call 978-745-4111
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MONDAYS 
TORAH CLASS WITH RABBI DAVID 
COHEN-HENRIQUEZ Add your voice to 
centuries of commentaries in this engaging 
and exciting class led by Rabbi David 
Cohen-Henriquez. 7:30 p.m. Temple Sinai, 1 
Community Rd., Marblehead.

ZUMBA FITNESS Co-sponsored by Temple 
Ner Tamid & NSJCC. $5 per class. Instructor: 
Jenn Pomerantz. 6:15 - 7:15 p.m. Call Arlyne 
Greenspan at 978-471-5520.

TUESDAYS
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM Adults of 
faiths other than Judaism are invited to learn 
more about Judaism in Lappin Foundation’s 
free 25-week course.  The course is designed 
for individuals who want to explore Judaism 
or who are considering conversion to 
Judaism. 7 – 9 p.m., at various North Shore 
temples. Contact Phyllis Osher at 978-740-
4404 or posher@lappinfoundation.org. 

ISRAELI DANCING No partner needed, all 
levels welcome. 8-9:15 p.m. Temple Ner 
Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody. $2 donation. 
978-532-1293. office@templenertamid.org.

NEW PARENT SUPPORT GROUP  Mothers 
and/or fathers can give and receive support, 
and ask questions. Open to all. Free. 10:45 
a.m. - 12:15 p.m. JCCNS, 4 Community Rd., 
Marblehead. jccns.org.

WEDNESDAYS
KNITTING KNIGHTS Join the JCCNS for 
casual evenings of knitting and chat. Every 

first Wednesday of the month. Open to all 
ages. Free. 7:30-9 p.m. RSVP sewing@
jccns.com. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead. jccns.org. 

THURSDAYS
ADULT TORAH STUDIES  With Rabbi Steven 
Lewis. 11 a.m. Temple Ahavat Achim, 86 
Middle St., Gloucester. taagloucester.org.

FRIDAYS 
SENIOR LUNCH AND LEARN Seniors are 
invited to participate in a class or enjoy a 
guest speaker on the third Friday of each 
month and stay to socialize over lunch! 11 
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Register in advance by 
calling 781-631-8330. JCCNS, 4 Community 
Rd., Marblehead. jccns.org.

SATURDAYS 
TORAH STUDY Temple Emanu-El invites 
everybody to lay-led Torah Study. The first 
Shabbat of every month is led by Rabbi 
Meyer. 9 - 10 a.m. Temple Emanu-El, 393 
Atlantic Ave., Marblehead. 781-631-9300. 
emanu-el.org.

SUNDAYS 
ISRAELI FOLK DANCING starting January 
1st. Learn new dance every Sunday. 7:30 – 9 
p.m. at Temple Sinai. Admission $2. Contact 
Jane Mikityansky at mikityansky@aol.com 
to be put on a mailing list to receive updates 
about dances and inclement weather. 1 
Community Rd., Marblehead.

ONGOING JANUARY 9 

MINDFULNESS AND SPIRITUAL 
IMAGINATION Learn about JCDS’ 
mindfulness pilot program, Habits of Heart 
and Mind, and innovative cultivation of 
spiritual practice and imagination.  Meet 
current JCDS parents, see our learning 
community in action, and engage with 
our leadership team. 9 - 11 a.m. Jewish 
Community Day School, 57 Stanley Ave., 
Watertown. jcdsboston.org.

JANUARY 10
SELF-ADVOCACY SKILLS WORKSHOP 
SERIES. Every other Wednesday night 
at New England Yachad, 384 Harvard 
Street, Brookline. 6 - 8 p.m. Adults 
with disabilities are invited to a fun and 

supportive group focused on learning and 
practicing self-advocacy skills. For ages 
18+. $60 for the full series (includes 1 free 
week), $5 for single sessions. Dinner is 
included. Drop-ins welcome. Scholarships 
available. RSVP: yachad.org/newengland/
events/series/2205/self-advocacy-skills-
workshop. Contact Yaffa Tilles, tillesy@
ou.org, 617-209-6799 ext 9.

JANUARY 17
YACHAD YOUNG ADULT (YAYA) 
SOCIAL GROUP  Join monthly young 
adult social group for exciting activities 
such as scavenger hunts, movie nights, 
art projects and more. Pizza dinner will 
be served. Free. Walk-ins welcome. 
Ages 16-25. New England Yachad, 384 
Harvard Street, Brookline. 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
RSVP: yachad.org/newengland/events/
series/2191/2017-18-yaya-social-group. 
Contact Ilana Kruger, krugeri@ou.org, 617-
209-6799 ext 4.

JANUARY 21
NEW ENGLAND TEEN SURPRISE 
EXTRAVAGANZA Join Yachad, the Diller 
Teen Fellows, and NCSY New England 
for a special party! This is a SURPRISE 
extravaganza, so come prepared to 
have a blast! Open to all high-schoolers 
and Yachad members up to age 22. 12 
- 3 p.m. With dairy, nut-free lunch and 
snacks. RSVP: yachad.org/newengland/
events/8084/teen-surprise-extravaganza. 
Contact Ilana Kruger, krugeri@ou.org, 617-
209-6799 ext 4. New England Yachad, 384 
Harvard Street, Brookline. Submit your events to: 

calendar@jewishjournal.org



Family-owned and operated since 1933

Two convenient locations servicing families throughout Greater Boston,  
North Shore, South Shore, Sharon Memorial Park and MetroWest.

Slotnick Monuments
232 Fuller Street, Everett, MA 02149
617-387-3980
Production facility / Sales office / Outdoor display 
Full service drafting and sandblasting shop

Slotnick’s MetroWest Monuments
5 Edgell Road, Suite 1
Framingham Centre, MA 01701
508-872-1400
Corporate office / Sales office / Indoor display

SC
Memorial Group

Est. 1910

Drive carefully…
               We can wait.

www.scsmg.net

P.O. Box 2104 (Workman’s Circle), Peabody, MA 01960
978-531-0606 ~ maplehillcemeterypeabody@gmail.com

www.maplehillcemetery.com
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Honor your friend  
or loved one  

with a donation to  
the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of Jewish life  

in our communities.

LEGACYOBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief 
notices for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 200 words 
cost $100; longer submissions 
will be charged accordingly. 
Photographs cost $25 each; 
emailed photos should be sent as 
jpeg or tiff files. For further infor-
mation, contact your local funeral 
home; call Andrew at the Jewish 
Journal at 978-745-4111 x174; or 
email andrew@jewishjournal.org.

Marion Ganz of Revere, for-
merly of Medford and Chelsea, 
entered into rest on December 
19, 2017. She was the beloved 
wife of the late William G. Ganz 
for 54 years. Born in Boston, 
she was the daughter of the late 
William and Fanny (Hoffman) 
Miller. 

Those left to cherish Marion’s 
memory are her three children: 

Ronald Ganz and his wife Karen 
of Sharon, Janice Glick and her 
husband Ronnie of Marblehead, 
and David Ganz of New York, 
N.Y. She was also the cherished 
grandmother of seven grand-
children and their devoted 
spouses, as well as seven great-
grandchildren. 

Services were held at 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 

Chapel, Salem on December 22, 
with interment immediately fol-
lowing at Temple Emanu-El of 
Marblehead Cemetery, Buxton 
Rd., Danvers. 

Contributions in Marion’s 
memory may be made to The 
Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick 
Center for Living, 240 Lynnfield 
St., Peabody, MA 01960 (chel-
seajewish.org/donate/).

Marion Ganz, 96, of Revere, formerly of Medford and Chelsea

Seymour Stoll, 95, late of 
Swampscott, passed away 
peacefully on December 17, 
2017 at Layfayette House in 
Marblehead. He was the beloved 
husband of Marilyn (Chaves) 
Stoll for 71 years.

Born in New York, N.Y., he 
was the son of the late Harry and 
Blanche (Rosenstrauch) Stoll. 
Mr. Stoll faithfully served our 
nation as a technical sergeant 
in the USAAF during WWII and 
saw battle in the African and 
European Theaters. 

He was the owner of Stoll’s 

Shoeland for many years and, 
after retiring, worked part-time 
and volunteered at the Peabody 
Essex Museum. 

He was a very active mem-
ber of the former Temple Israel 
and was a past president of its 
Brotherhood. He was a faithful 
member of Congregation Shirat 
Hayam of the North Shore.

In addition to his wife, 
those left to cherish Seymour’s 
memory are his three children 
Kenneth Stoll and his wife Gayle 
of Swampscott, Ellen Miller 
and her husband Harold of St. 

Augustine, Fla., and Howard 
Stoll and his wife Arlene of 
Ormond Beach, Fla. He was the 
cherished grandfather of six 
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. He was preced-
ed in death by his sister Clarice 
Post.

Funeral services were private. 
Contributions in Seymour’s 
memory may be made to 
the charity of one’s choice. 
Arrangements were handled by 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 
Chapel, Salem.

Seymour Stoll, 95, of Swampscott

In 1910, when Philip 
Hymanson founded the original 
Hymanson Memorial Chapel in 
a small house on Blossom Street 
in Lynn, he could not have fore-
seen the immense changes in 
our local Jewish community and 
how Jewish funerals are con-
ducted in the 21st century.  

Now the Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
the long established and trusted 
funeral home has provided each 
subsequent generation with 
personalized, dignified, and 
compassionate services.

Although the commitment to 
excellence remains the same, 
Stanetsky-Hymanson always 
has responded to changing 
times.  Each funeral detail is 
designed to assist families 
through the most difficult stage 
of life.

“Losing a loved one is an 
emotional, heartbreaking expe-
rience,” said Carl Goldman, 
funeral director of advance 
planning and the fourth gen-
eration of the Hymanson family 
serving the community.  “And 
we do nothing by rote.  We help 

each family by listening, estab-
lishing their individual needs, 
and offering solutions, allowing 
loved ones to celebrate a life 
and mourn a loss in the way 
most meaningful to them.

“We are progressive in that we 
will respect the wishes of every-
one we help, whether they iden-
tify as Orthodox, Conservative, 
Reform, or ‘just Jewish,’ and can 
suggest unique personaliza-
tions for our clients.”

In recent years, the funeral 
home has upgraded its loca-
tion in Salem’s Vinnin Square, 
which is now fully handicapped 
accessible, by making improve-
ments to parking areas, the fam-
ily room, and the chapel. The 
staff can assist friends and fam-
ily who come from out of town 
through the funeral home’s 
Bereavement Travel program, 
and offers the Compassion 
Helpline, which provides – at no 
extra charge – professional grief 
counselling services 24 hours 
a day. Live streaming of funer-
als is becoming more common, 
enabling those far away to view 
services via the web.

One constant, said Goldman, 
is the commitment of the staff 
to continue the tradition of out-
standing service begun by Philip 
and continued by his son and 
grandson, Louis and Edward 
Hymanson.

Many families are now aware 
of the advantages of Advance 
Planning of final arrangements, 
for themselves or others. “With 
proper preparation, no one in 
our community needs to come 
to us on what could be the worst 
day of their lives, unprepared, 
uninformed, and maybe intimi-
dated by the emotional and 
financial pressures of funeral 
planning while in grief,” said 
funeral home manager Gary 
Toye.

The caring staff at Stanetsky-
Hymanson encourages you to 
contact them for more informa-
tion, or if you require guidance 
in these sensitive matters.  Since 
1910, they stand ready to assist.

Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel is located at 
10 Vinnin St., Salem.

At Stanetsky-Hymanson, a caring staff in a time of need

NOTICES

BALL, Lawrence K., 83 – late 
of Revere, formerly of Chelsea. 
Died on December 19, 2017. 
Husband of Phyllis (Feldman) 
Ball. Son of the late Lawrence 
and Catherine Ball. Father of 
Audrey Ball Alberts of Revere, 
and Doug Ball and his wife 
Amy Tonkonogy of Newton. 
Brother of Carole Harz and 
Brenda Grasso, both of N.J., 
Donna Esposito of Fla., and 
the late John Ball. Grandfather 
of Victoria Alberts, Jonathan 
Ball, Zachary and Shaun Ball, 
and Graham Ball Tonkonogy. 
Great-grandfather of Dominic 
and Christopher Ball. (Torf)

BLOCK, Irving, 88 – formerly of 
Marblehead. Died on December 
21, 2017. Husband of the late 
Ursula Block. Father of Jay 
(Ellen), Larry (Ina-Lee), and 
Bruce. Grandfather of Marissa 
(Nick) Mastors, Avery (Adam) 
Freed, Aaron (Elana) Block, 
Justyn and Jeremy Fischer-
Block, Ryan and Ian Newton-
Block. Great-grandfather of 
Ryan and Jared Freed. Brother 
of Stanley (Carolyn). Long-time 

companion of Betsi Baker. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

FRIED, Steven B., 71 – late of 
Peabody. Died on December 
13, 2017. Husband of the late 
Hollis (Holly) R. (Ross) Fried. 
Son of the late Daniel and Ruth 
Fried. Father of Jonathan Fried, 
and Dana Marie Fried and her 
wife Melissa Hall. Grandfather 
of Europa. Brother of William 
Fried, and brother-in-law of 
Linda Trent and her husband 
Joel. Uncle of Lisa Socha and 
Lindsay Fried. Cousin of Diane 
Corbo. (Torf)

KAPLAN, Clara, 96 – late of 
Revere, formerly of Chelsea. 
Died on December 14, 2017. 
Wife of the late Walter Kaplan. 
Mother of Edward Kaplan and 
his wife Ronna and the late 
Arnold Kaplan. Sister of Rozlyn 
Karneol and Bernard Koltow and 
his wife Rhona. Grandmother 
of Adam Kaplan and his wife 
Colleen, and Matthew Kaplan 
and his wife Julia. Great-
grandmother of Jordan Zachary 
Kaplan. (Torf)

LEVIN, Jack H., 81 – late of 
Boca Raton, Fla., formerly of 
Swampscott and Marblehead. 
Died on December 11, 2017. 
Husband of Marjorie (Barton) 
Levin. Son of the late Nathan 
and Ruth (Sandler) Levin. Father 
of William Levin of Charlestown, 
Andrew Levin and his wife 
Julie of New York, N.Y., and 
the late Gary Levin and Peter 
Levin. Father-in-law of Beth 
Levin Kupsov, her husband 
Michael and their daughter 
Sydney of Boynton Beach, Fla. 
Brother of the late Dr. Melvin 
Levin, Eleanor Freundlich and 
Haskell Levin. Grandfather of 
Gregory Levin and Parker Levin 
of New York, N.Y. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

STEIMAN, Laura, 88 – late of 
Peabody, formerly of Milton, 
Randolph and West Palm 
Beach, Fla. Died on December 
14, 2017. Daughter of the late 
David and Dora (Stern) Steiman. 
Sister of the late Irene Silverman 
and the late Harold Steiman. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)



helpful to pick a fight with the 
US over side issues while we 
together fight the clear and 
present danger of The Theo-
Fascist Islamic republic.” It’s 
increasingly clear that Iran – not 
the Palestinians, nor Jerusalem 
– is the main regional issue for 
the Gulf states.

Ron Prosor, Israel’s for-
mer ambassador to the 
UN and current head of 
the Abba Eban Institute for 
International Diplomacy at 
Israel’s Interdisciplinary Center 
research college, characterized 
the Arab bloc’s UN vote as hav-
ing two sides. 

“On the one hand,” he told 
JNS, “Muslim countries will nat-
urally support the Palestinians. 
But suddenly, after many years, 
Israel and the Saudis have 
coinciding interests, primarily 
because both countries see Iran 
as a major threat. And while the 
Palestinian issue is important to 
the Saudis, it is less important 
than the threat to their regime 
and their own survivability as 
they confront Iran, radical Islam 
and the Shi’ite-Sunni divide.”

It’s the Europeans
For Prosor, Arab support for 

the Jerusalem resolution is less 
concerning than the hypocrisy 
of European countries that sup-
ported the measure. 

“When the Russians vetoed 
everything regarding Syria, 
did the French or the British 
go to the GA?” Prosor charged. 
Answering his own rhetorical 
question, he said, “The answer 
is absolutely not!”

“And until 1967,” the former 
envoy continued, “anyone could 
visit eastern Jerusalem, except 
for Jews. The Europeans sup-
ported that wholeheartedly.”

Prosor pointed out that 
“when Trump made the deci-
sion, there was an understand-
ing that this was supposed to 
be one part of the puzzle which 
would have included a region-
al solution. But Abu Mazen’s 

(Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas’s) remarks 
and the Palestinians’ emotional 
reaction effectively put an end 
to the larger peace plan the 
Trump administration was pre-
paring.”

He added, “The change 
in the status quo of the sta-
tus of Jerusalem was made not 
by Trump, but by the Obama 
administration. President 
[Barack] Obama and Secretary 
of State John Kerry refused 
to veto UN Security Council 
Resolution 2334 [in December 
2016], which called any Israeli 
presence in eastern Jerusalem a 
‘flagrant violation under inter-
national law.’”

Despite Europe’s broad sup-
port for last week’s Jerusalem 
resolution, the Eastern 
European countries of Hungary, 
Croatia, Latvia, Romania and 
the Czech Republic broke with 
the continent’s consensus on 
the issue by abstaining from the 
vote.

Israel at the UN
Israel has long believed the 

UN is hijacked by an automatic 
majority that is obsessed with 
the Jewish state and consis-
tently passes biased resolutions 
against it.

In 2017 alone, the General 
Assembly – including major 
human rights abusers such as 
Iran, Syria and North Korea 
– has adopted 21 resolutions 
against Israel, compared to six 

resolutions on the rest of the 
world combined.

CNN’s Jake Tapper recently 
criticized countries including 
Syria, Yemen and Venezuela 
for their hypocritical stance on 
Israel. 

“Is Israel truly deserving of 
86 percent of the world’s con-
demnation, or possibly is some-
thing else afoot at the United 
Nations?” Tapper said on his 
world news program, “The 
Lead.”

Tapper also showed a sta-
tistic from UN Watch, an orga-
nization that monitors bias at 
the world body, pointing out 
that between 2012 and 2015, 
the UN adopted 97 resolutions 
specifically criticizing an indi-
vidual country – and Israel was 
the target of 83 of them.

Israel now has a stalwart sup-
porter at the UN in the form 
of US Ambassador Nikki Haley. 
And while many UN members 
condemn Israel in public, many 
of the same nations – even those 
without official diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel – maintain 
behind-the-scenes ties with the 
Israeli UN Mission. 

While 128 countries sup-
ported last week’s Jerusalem 
resolution, with nine rejecting 
it and 35 abstaining, there are 
21 additional General Assembly 
members to account for – the 
countries who did not support 
the measure because they were 
absent from the vote.
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BAY STATE  
WINDOW  
FASHIONS

978-531-9144
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Custom Draperies, 
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LOCH TILE
Your bathroom tiles look dirty,  
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Jerusalem
from page 1

Photo by Amos Ben Gershom/GPO
US Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley met with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in 2017. 

New Zealand-born pop 
star Lorde cancelled her June 
2018 show in Tel Aviv follow-
ing pressure from the anti-
Israel BDS movement. The 
musician’s cancellation was 
announced in a statement in 
which she said it was “the 
right decision at this time.” 

The BDS movement 
cheered the cancella-
tion, with the Palestinian 
Campaign for the Academic 
and Cultural Boycott of Israel 
thanking the artist on Twitter 
for “heeding appeals from 
your fans against Israel’s art-
washing of its brutal oppres-
sion of Palestinians.”

Israel’s Minister of Culture 
and Sport Miri Regev called 
on Lorde to “be a pure hero-
ine, like the title of your first 
album, a pure culture hero, 
free of any external – and if I 

may add, delusional – politi-
cal considerations.”

– JNS.ORG

Photo by DavidEye/Wikipedia
Lorde

Lorde cancels Israel  
concert after BDS pressure



More than 1,200 New 
Englanders gathered this month 
in Boston for the Friends of the 
Israel Defense Forces (FIDF) 
New England Annual Dinner, 
which raised over $1 million to 
support well-being and educa-
tional programs for the brave 
men and women of the Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF).

The dinner, chaired by FIDF 
New England Region Board 
Co-Chairs Jonathan Leffell 
and Joseph Sieber, celebrated 
70 years of the IDF. The eve-
ning featured Amir Ofer, a 
hero of Operation Entebbe, the 
famous Israeli rescue mission 
at Uganda’s Entebbe Airport in 
1976 that saved 102 hijacked Air 
France passengers who were 
held hostage by terrorists. 

“Amir and his fellow soldiers 
flew more than 3,000 miles – 
under the range of radar and in 
the cover of darkness – into hos-
tile territory to bravely rescue 
the hostages. This event gave the 
New England community the 
opportunity to meet and person-
ally thank these heroes who risk 
it all to defend Israel and Jews 
around the world,” said FIDF 
New England Executive Director 
Guy Ronen. “We heard firsthand 
from soldiers who directly ben-
efit from FIDF’s programs and 
saw the tremendous impact that 
our support has on these young 
men and women’s lives.”

Call Bonnie 773-368-2275

CARYN BARK
Are people laughing at your events?

They will be with comic Caryn Bark’s 
evening of laughter!

What’s So Funny About Being Jewish

Ca
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Skokiegurl@gmail.com

Caryn has brought laughter
to countless communities, 
JCCs, synagogues, and theaters  
throughout North America. 
Now booking in the Boston area
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Samaritans, Inc., a nonprofit 
suicide prevention organiza-
tion, is proud to announce the 
addition of Larry Buchsbaum 
to its Board of Directors. Larry 
is director of business develop-
ment at Prince Lobel Tye LLP. He 
has two decades of experience 
in professional services, includ-
ing business development suc-
cess with Big 4 and mid-size law 
firms. “I am delighted that my 
commitment and contribution 
to Samaritans’ suicide preven-
tion work has been recognized 
with an invitation to join the 
Board.  I very much look for-
ward to working closely with my 
fellow board members to fur-
ther Samaritans’ vital mission.”

“We are so pleased to have 
Larry join the board of Directors 
and bring his extensive mar-
keting experience to the orga-
nization” said Steve Mongeau, 
Executive Director.

At Prince Lobel, Larry ini-

tiates cross-selling programs, 
creates and manages account 
management strategies, leads 
client relationship initiatives, 
drives existing and new practice 
growth and provides attorney 
coaching and training.

Larry holds a B.S. in 
Marketing/Management from 
Northeastern University and a 
M.B.A. from Suffolk University – 
Sawyer Business School. 

Buchsbaum appointed to Samaritans Board

Over 300 people braved the 
early December snow to enjoy 
Epstein Hillel School’s Winter 
BeneFete, an evening of fun and 
laughter, featuring the world 
famous Chicago improv com-
edy troupe The Second City. 
The event honored the school’s 
new beginning as Epstein Hillel 
School, formerly Cohen Hillel 
Academy.

Before the show, Head of 
School Amy Gold remarked that 
we live in unpredictable times 
with unexpected events, human 
and natural, occurring all too 
frequently. Said Gold, “I am 
blessed to work in a job where 
unexpected moments at school 
include losing a tooth, reading 
for the first time, or spur of the 
moment playdates after school.”

Beginning as a small cabaret 
theater on Chicago’s north side 
in 1959, The Second City has 
grown into a comedy empire. 
With theaters in Chicago, 

Hollywood and Toronto they 
create topical sketch comedy 
revues that satirize politics, cul-
ture and news of the day.  

Epstein Hillel’s annual Gala 
is the school’s most important 
fundraising event of the year. 
Funds raised help EHS to pro-
vide an outstanding education 

steeped in Jewish values. For 
additional information about 
the K-8 Jewish independent 
school north of Boston, please 
contact Diane Knopf, Director 
of Community Engagement, 
diane@epsteinhillel.org or 781-
639-2880.

Epstein Hillel holds Winter BeneFete

Stuart Garfield Photography
Ellen Turkanis, Anne Selby and  Flori Schwartz at the Winter BeneFete.

FIDF New England raises $1 million

Earlier this month, members from several Jewish War Veterans 
(JWV) Posts and Ladies Auxiliary (JWVA) throughout the 
Commonwealth, gathered outside the Hanscom Air Force Base 
(HAFB) Chapel in Bedford to celebrate the first night of Hanukkah 
with a traditional Menorah lighting ceremony. At the conclu-
sion of the ceremony, approximately 100 guests gathered inside 
the chapel to hear Hanukkah songs performed by the Hanscom 

Middle School Select Choir con-
ducted by Howard Worona. Base 
Chaplain Logan delivered a brief 
history lesson of the eight-day 
Festival of Lights. The evening 
concluded with a customary tast-
ing of latkes and jelly doughnuts.

Jewish War Vets celebrate Hanukkah

George and Ted Kougianos, 
co-owners of Brothers Deli in 
Peabody, celebrated the one-
year anniversary of the restau-
rant’s return to Peabody Square 
this month.

The Kougianos family co-
owned the original Brothers 
in Peabody from 1986 to 1999 
on the same site. It moved to 
Danvers Square, but Ted, and 
his son, George, decided to 
return to Peabody last year to 
serve loyal customers at their 
100-seat deli. 

The deli, which is open for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner 
seven days a week, features stan-
dard Jewish-style food, includ-
ing corned beef and Reuben 
sandwiches. They’re also known 

for their turkey and lamb din-
ner plates, and Greek speciali-
ties such as spinach pie, mous-
saka, pastichio and chicken egg 
lemon soup. “We deliver and 
do big and small catering,” said 
George Kougianos, who like his 
father Ted, is a Peabody resident 
and is dedicated to helping to 
revitalize Peabody Square.  

The affable father and son 
can be found most of the time 
behind the counter serving 
customers. George, who gradu-
ated from St. John’s Prep and 
Salem State, grew up working at 
Brother’s and is proud to con-
tinue in his father’s footsteps. 
“It’s a childhood dream to come 
back here to Peabody Square 
and open a deli,” he said. 

Brothers Deli in Peabody celebrates anniversary  

Photo by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
George and Ted Kougianos.

FIDF New England Region Board Co-Chairmen Joseph Sieber and 
Jonathan Leffell spoke at at the dinner.
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TODAY’S MENSCHION: DAVE GOLDBERG

Honorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
exceptional contributions close to home and around the world

A A A

You grew up in Everett?
Yes, we lived on Irving Street. We 

were Orthodox Jews, and my parents, 
Manuel and Sarah, were very active in 
the Everett shul. My father had a law 
degree from Northeastern, but then the 
Depression hit and the whole family’s 
savings was wiped out. His father had 
owned a kosher slaughterhouse, and 
so he turned to the only thing he knew 
and became the sales manager for a 
kosher meat department and serviced 
kosher markets all over New England. 

In Everett, Jewish kids had to fight 
our way in and out of Hebrew School.  
It was very anti-Semitic in the 1940s 
and ’50s. There were 200 Jewish families 
in the city and the families lived in a 
little area of three or four streets with 
mostly Italian. We were attacked by 
gangs of kids just because we were 
Jewish, and they’d wait for us to show 
up at Hebrew School. One time my 
brother and father had to rescue us 
from a variety store. Eventually, we 
formed our own gang and traveled in 
groups and they stopped attacking us. 

Some of us were pretty big and many of 
us could fight. 

How did you meet your wife?
My mother heard about a Jewish 

dance in Boston and told me to go. 
There was a young pretty girl there. I 
was only about 14 or 15 and she was 12, 
and her name was Adele. She was from 
Malden, and she finally decided to go 
out with me and the 
rest is history and we 
got married. She was 
19 and I was 21. She 
went to work for Didax 
Educational Materials 
and has since 
passed away. I had a 
bachelor’s in business 
administration from 
Northeastern, and 
majored in marketing 
and advertising. I 
worked in sales for 
the Alles Corp. for 40 years. They sold 
packaging machines and supplies, and 
set up efficient shipping areas.

When did you begin working with 
Jewish kids?

We moved to Peabody in 1967, and 
joined Temple Ner Tamid. In 1973, 
the rabbi asked me to be the Youth 
Committee chairman and to head up 
the youth program at the temple. USY 
was very active in those years and every 
city that had a Conservative temple 
had a USY program. There were 100 
children in our program.

My wife was involved with Kadimah, 
the youngest kids – the fifth and sixth 
graders – which was also a part of USY. 

Before I took over, they never had 
sports – just meetings, dances, and 
conventions. 

We had sports teams, and I was 
in charge of them, and appointed 
all the coaches and they reported 
directly to me. I coached the senior 
volleyball team, and we won 16 regional 
championships. I was also in charge of 
fund-raising for all USY programming. 
We raised funds by running Purim 

carnivals, raffles, 
comedy nights, and 
musicals. We also had 
private donations. No 
one was turned away 
from USY programs. 
We had a sports 
banquet held at the 
end of every year 
honoring our athletes, 
and incoming and 
outgoing officers of 
USY. I presented the 

trophies, jackets, and other prizes. 
We also had conventions here, 

and we had to feed those children 
over the weekend, and the Youth 
Committee would buy the food, cook, 
and chaperone at dances. We also had 
art auctions to help raise funds. When 
people would see me they would hide 
because I was always looking for money 
to help the kids. By 1985, we had 250 
kids – and our temple had the largest 
USY chapter in the country.

You also coached Babe Ruth 
baseball in Peabody.

Yes. I was the first Jewish coach in 
the league. I coached for 12 years, and 
I was also vice president of the league. 

I scheduled practice times for the 
teams and also ran all of the banquets, 
and helped them raise money to buy 
trophies and plaques. In 1983, we won 
the city and divisional championship, 
and most of the time we were in the top 
3 or 4 in the city. 

You also were president of 
Temple Ner Tamid.

I was president from 1980 to 1982. 
I worked well with Rabbi Abraham 
Morhaim. The biggest challenge was 
member retention, and finances were 
number two, and I had to recruit 
volunteers to serve in important 
positions. I enjoyed it, and I was also in 
charge of the expansion of the temple 
– they were building an addition, and 
I was involved in the fund-raising. We 
built some classrooms and a kiddish 
room. 

You’re still involved with kids at 
the temple, and you have a new 
youth program.

Temple Ner Tamid and Temple 
Tiferet Shalom have joined forces to run 
the program. It’s called Youth Group 
of the North Shore, and it consists of 

kids in grades 3 through 8. We had 
members who had young children 
and they had no place to go as far as 
Jewish programming. We have already 
had great success with programs. 
The important thing is to have a 
place where kids can be together and 
schmooze, and be with other Jewish 
children. 

Why are you so devoted to 
working with Jewish children?

Bringing kids together gives them a 
sense of belonging to Judaism. I think 
kids should have Jewish friends. They 
find common ground when they deal 
with kids in their own religion. My goal 
is to keep kids Jewish. 

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

Dave Goldberg has 
spent much of his 
life volunteering and 

mentoring kids. A native of 
Everett, he married his childhood 
sweetheart, Adele, who grew up 
in Malden. A former president of 
Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody, 
he has worked with hundreds of 
Jewish children, and served as the 
congregation’s Youth Committee 
chairman since 1973. He also 
coached Babe Ruth baseball in 
Peabody for 12 years. He has two 
children, Mark and Susan, and 
three grandchildren. Photo by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff

Dave Goldberg at home in Peabody

Dave Goldberg and his late wife, Adele.

“The important thing  
is to have a place where 
kids can be together and 
schmooze, and be with  
other Jewish children.” 

– Dave Goldberg David Goldberg, with his grandaughters, 
Sarah Goldberg and Rachel Goldberg
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