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SWAMPSCOTT – Across the North 
Shore and New England, there are few 
who can match Mark Gelfand’s pas-
sion to educate children in the areas 
of Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics, or STEM. Because 
of Gelfand, thousands of children in 
Ethiopia and Israel are enrolled in STEM 
schools and centers that the Swampscott 
resident designed, built, and financed. 

Gelfand grew up tinkering with elec-
tronics in a Cleveland suburb. He 
went on to study physics at Carnegie 
Mellon University in Pittsburgh, and 
helped to develop the standard calcu-
lator for the international structured 
finance markets. 

“I was a regular kid. I played foot-
ball, center and nose tackle, but when 
friends would go out at night, I would 
go down to my lab. I started this hobby 
in the fourth grade,” said Gelfand, 
whose father was a pharmacist and 
a science and chemistry teacher, and 
whose mother was a school speech and 
hearing therapist. “For my bar mitzvah 
present, my uncle got me a shortwave 
radio kit that I had to build. In those days, 
there were vacuum tubes and I learned 
a lot about the math and the engineer-
ing and the electronics behind it. I was 
hooked. I could think of an idea and build 
a circuit to do it. I built test equipment to 
make test equipment. I designed my own 
oscilloscope [voltage reader] at 16.” 

In the 1990s, when he was living and 
raising his three sons in Newton (all are 
now engineers), he noticed that just a 
small percentage of the district’s chil-
dren were studying science or engineer-
ing. So he volunteered to teach a before-
school enrichment class. Soon 60 kids 
had enrolled, and he was teaching them 
everything from physics to how to build 
circuits and crystal radios. 

He went on to volunteer as a sci-
ence enrichment teacher for the Boston 
schools for 10 years, and traveled 
from school 

to school on his motor-
cycle. “Almost every kid 
loved it. It was hands-
on, and it got their 
brains thinking,” he 
explained. 

Around that time, 
Gelfand began contrib-
uting to the Technion-
Israel Institute of 
Technology, and also 
built a science cen-
ter at Yemin Orde, 
a youth village 

near Haifa that helps educate 500 
orphans and at-risk kids. “After seven 
years, the school’s robotics team became 
the number one robot builders in Israel,” 
said Gelfand.

At MadaTech, the Israel National 
Museum of Science, Technology, and 
Space in Haifa, he established the 
Gelfand Center, which offers programs 
for Israeli youth in robotics and model 
building.

Gelfand also established the first 
connection between the Technion and 
Ofanim, a nonprofit that introduces at-
risk Israeli children to STEM program-
ming. He also funded Ofanim’s first 
mobile classroom bus, which was con-
verted to a mobile STEM lab with com-
puters and robotics instruments. That 
program serves about 1,750 Jewish and 
Arab children each week, according to 
Ofanim’s founder, Haim Dahan.

“Mark is an amazing guy and a real 
ofan [angel] to so many children in Israel,” 
said Dahan. “Throughout my many years 
of involvement in social work, especially 

in Israel, I [have] met very few people like 
Mark that are fully and totally commit-
ted to the welfare and well-being of the 
weak among us. He does it from a pure, 
honest, and true place within. He is so 
modest, humbled and sincere. He does 
it from a deep inner conviction with no 
self-interest.”

On his way back to the US from Israel 
in 2008, he traveled to Ethiopia and fell 
in love with the people and the country. 
“I had a magical first trip,” said Gelfand, 
who met with the country’s government 
ministers and was further intrigued 
when he learned more about Ethiopia’s 
educational goals. At the US Embassy in 
Addis Ababa, he was told that the coun-
try had set a goal to train 70 percent of 
its university students in science and 
engineering. 

“I realized I could actually help the 
country; it was nation building I could 
get involved in,” said Gelfand.

These days, he’s up at 3 a.m. most 
nights working on his educational proj-
ects in Ethiopia and in other African 
countries. To date, he’s built 15 high 
schools and another 18 STEM centers in 
Ethiopia and other East African coun-
tries such as South Sudan, Kenya, and 
Burundi. As many as 6,000 students 
are served at each STEM center a year, 
according to Eyoel Hailu, chief technol-
ogy officer of Gelfand’s nonprofit, STEM 
Synergy (stemsynergy.org).

“Mark is such a visionary,” said Hailu, 
who is based in Bishoftu in the Oromia 
region of Ethiopia. “Most students in 
Africa do not have the exposure for labs 

Gelfand cultivates a STEM network for youth in Israel and Africa 

continued on page 12Opening ceremony of Inda Aba Guna High School

Mark Gelfand at a computer lab in Foka STEM Center in Bishoftu, 
35 miles south of Addis Ababa.

At right, Mark Gelfand with Israeli 
Ambassador to Ethiopia Belaynesh Zevadia 
(center) in front of Gondar Hospital.
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BOSTON – A visionary. A nimble strat-
egist. An engaging relation-builder. 

These are among the qualities that 
members of the Jewish community 
would like to see in the next leader of 
the Combined Jewish Philanthropies of 
Greater Boston, which is interviewing 
finalists to replace Barry Shrage. The fed-
eration’s longtime president is retiring 
this spring after 30 years as the public 
face of Boston’s Jewish community.

In three decades, Shrage has more 
than doubled the organization’s bud-
get, which is now $64 million, with an 
endowment of more than $1 billion and 
170 staff members. In 2013, the Jewish 
Federation of the North Shore merged 
with CJP and has two members on its 
board of directors. The Boston Business 
Journal cited CJP as the largest nonprofit 
in Massachusetts.

Boston’s diverse Jewish community is 
“wonderfully consistent” in the kind of 
person it would like to see at the helm 
of CJP, according to Shira Goodman, 
cochair of the CJP’s search committee. 

“We are at an important point in 
Jewish history and CJP has been at the 
forefront of innovation,” Goodman told 
the Jewish Journal. “They are looking for 
someone who can come with a vision to 
drive change.”  

Goodman, who is on the CJP board 
of directors, is chief executive officer of 
Framingham-based Staples. Aron Ain, 
CEO of Kronos, a workforce manage-
ment company, is the other cochair. In 
keeping with their pledge for transpar-
ency, Goodman and Ain have posted 
three updates on the CJP website.

Since September, the 11-member 
search committee, which is working to 
identify candidates with the interna-

tional search firm Spencer Stuart, has 
held hundreds of conversations with and 
heard from a wide range of members of 
the Jewish community. The committee 
also received hundreds of responses to a 
community survey. 

The resulting job description cites 
qualifications that range from a deep 
commitment to the Jewish people, intel-
lectual heft, a commitment to diversity, 
the ability to attract the next generation, 
innovate fund-raising, and energy. 

More than 500 individuals have been 
sourced, with hundreds of candidates 
screened, according to the search com-
mittee updates. 

The search process has been very 

thorough, thoughtful, and inclusive, said 
Marjorie Patkin of Swampscott, who is 
one of two North Shore representatives 
on the CJP board, along with Amanda 
Clayman, also of Swampscott. “There has 
been ample opportunity for the broader 
community, including the North Shore, 
to provide input,” Patkin wrote in an 
email. “I am excited and confident that 
we will find a talented new president to 
lead us forward.” 

Goodman said the search committee 
is mindful that there have been many 
changes in the American Jewish commu-
nity over the last decades. As millennials 
come of age, there are questions of how 
they express their Judaism and the role of 
Israel in the world today. There also are 
far more interfaith families than in the 
past, Goodman noted. 

Boston’s Jewish community is dynam-
ic and diverse, Goodman said. There 
are now more Israelis, 
Russian Jews, and 
members of the 
LGBTQ community 
than a decade ago, 
according to the 
2015 Greater Boston 
Jewish Community 
Study conducted by 
Brandeis University. A 
new leader will build 
on ways to work across the community, 
and personal engagement is still key, 
Goodman said. 

“In the world of social media and 
Facebook, you can’t underestimate the 
importance of one-to-one, listening to 
people, and asking how they can be help-
ful,” she said.

The search process comes at a time 
when Jewish organizations across the 
country have come under fire for the 
lack of women in top leadership roles, 
an issue that is mirrored throughout the 

business world. 
The numbers and stats are alarm-

ing, according to the recent salary sur-
vey of Jewish communal organizations 
published by The Forward. In the three 
years since its last survey, the number 
of women leading large federations 
dropped from 12 to 11, stuck at 17 per-
cent, the Forward reported. 

For the CJP position, the applicant 
pool is encouraging, with 53 percent 
men and 47 percent women, Goodman 
said. It also is equally divided between 
those who work at a Jewish community 
organizations and outside, hailing from 
across the United States, Canada, and 
Israel. 

In talking with candidates, the search 
committee is probing their points of 
view and their track record on diversity. 
“How will this candidate embrace diver-
sity and create an inclusive team. There 

are multiple layers,” 
Goodman said.

As a woman who’s 
the CEO of a major 
global firm, Goodman 
said the challenge 
of female leadership 
is not unique to the 
Jewish community. 
“Over time, we will 
see more and more 

female leaders,” she said.
Goodman said the committee would 

like to have its new executive director 
in place by July for the next fiscal year, 
which would provide for an overlap with 
Shrage.

“We have been really thrilled with 
the applicants,” Goodman said. “We are 
meeting thoughtful people about how to 
bring meaning and purpose to Boston’s 
Jewish community. I walk out of every 
interview, to be honest, feeling very priv-
ileged to be a part of this process.”
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CJP Greater Boston faces giant task finding Shrage’s successor

Barry Shrage is stepping down as presi-
dent of Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
of Greater Boston.

The search committee  
is mindful that there have  
been many changes in the 

American Jewish community 
over the last decades. 
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BEVERLY – When Eve 
Israelsohn Noss was a child, 
her mother, Elaine Israelsohn, 
and a friend started the Ipswich 
League of Women Voters (LWV). 
The two women held planning 
meetings at each other’s homes, 
usually in the kitchen. Eve 
recalls sitting under the table, 
coloring and “listening to them 
talk about voter education and 
water resources.”

Elaine’s dedication to social 
issues and activism extended 
to the family supper table. “We 
encouraged our kids to partici-
pate and be knowledgeable of 
what was going on around them 
politically,” she said by email.

Her mother’s community 
involvement and growing up 
in Ipswich, where she and her 
brothers were the only Jewish 
kids in the entire school district, 
shaped Noss’ career choices 
and her commitment to social 
justice and interfaith commu-
nity building issues. “Ipswich 
has always been ethnically and 
economically diverse,” Noss 
said.

When the educator and 
mediator returned to the area 
years later, she followed in her 
mother’s footsteps, joining the 
Beverly LWV, co-chairing two 
local studies on domestic vio-
lence and child abuse, and serv-
ing as its co-president. 

Mother and daughter 
remain dedicated to tikkun 
olam (“repairing the world”) 
at Temple B’nai Abraham in 
Beverly and throughout the 
North Shore and Essex County, 
their multi-generational com-
mitment spanning half the tem-
ple’s history.

On January 12 at 7 p.m., the 
TBA Social Action Committee 
will acknowledge them at its 
Social Action Shabbat with the 
third annual Leah Shriro Social 
Action Honor, which pays trib-
ute to members who represent 
the best of TBA through their 
community involvement.

“Eve and her mother repre-
sent two generations of com-
passionate, caring, engaged 
members who are also active in 
the larger community,” Rabbi 
Alison Adler wrote by email. 
“It became clear that honor-
ing Eve and her mother, Elaine, 
had special significance on 
MLK weekend, as we remember 

all who were engaged in the 
Civil Rights Movement together 
across religious boundaries.” 

The inclusive Shabbat ser-
vice includes a speaker and 
reflections from Dr. King, Rabbi 
Abraham Heschel and other 
sources that fit with themes 
of social justice and interfaith 
activism.

The social action award was 
created in 2016 in memory of 
Leah Shriro, a longtime temple 
volunteer and founder of the 
Social Action Committee who 
died in 2015 at the early age 
of 62. The award brings into 
focus and salutes the passion-
ate dedication of members who 
have been working for social 
justice and creating caring com-
munity both within TBA and in 
the world at large.

In addition to her work 
with the local and state-level 
LWV, Israelsohn also served 
on the board of Bridging the 
Generations, a Beverly coali-
tion that dealt with social issues 
and city-wide preventative pro-
grams, and represented TBA on 
the Beverly Interfaith Council.

She served on the temple’s 
board for many years, including 
as vice president, and created 
its historic archive collection. 
“Preserving the history of our 
community is so important and 
she has done so with great love,” 
Rabbi Adler said.

The seed for Noss’ work 
embracing interfaith marriage 
and community relationships 
was planted when she moved 
back to the North Shore in 1985 
and started attending temple 

programs as a young interfaith 
family. “It became clear at High 
Holiday and regular services 
that in a Conservative congre-
gation, the Jewish spouse was 
expected to convert the non-
Jewish spouse to Judaism,” she 
said by email.

She met many other couples 
that were grappling with similar 
issues, including Leah Shriro, 
who became one of her closest 
friends. In response, she helped 
develop an interfaith family 
group for couples with and with-
out children and parents whose 
young adult children were dat-
ing non-Jews. These families 
celebrated holidays together 
and discussed what it meant 
to raise children together. “Eve 
really helped change TBA into a 
more welcoming place for inter-
faith families,” Rabbi Adler said 
of the TBA past president. 

It’s important to take advantage of the govern-
ment’s Fair Credit Reporting Act and get your free 

credit report every year, even if you aren’t planning 
to get a loan soon. And when you go get your report, 
it’s essential to go over all the information in detail 
because, according to a study by the U.S. Public 

Interest Research Group, nearly 80% of credit reports contain mistakes.
Inaccuracies in your credit report could cost you time and money 

during a loan process or could even derail it altogether. So it’s important 
to dispute any mistakes like incorrect account balances, bills from non-
existing accounts, lower credit limits, old items that were handled years 
ago and even wrong addresses. All of these errors can raise suspicion with 
a lender and could impede the loan process.

Correcting your report is quite straightforward. Just go online to  
www.ftc.gov/freereports and follow their simple two-step process to get 
your credit report up-to-date and in good condition before you meet with 
your lender.
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Elaine Israelsohn (left) and her daughter, Eve Israelsohn Noss, will 
receive the 2018 Temple B’nai Abraham Leah Shriro Social Action 
Honor for their commitment to community involvement and social 
justice.

Israelsohn and Noss to  
receive social action award



JERUSALEM – Nefesh 
B’Nefesh, or Jewish Souls 
United, a nonprofit that facili-
tates making Aliyah, recently 
assisted 196 people from the 
United States and Canada move 
to Israel.

The Dec. 26 flight brought 
the total number of North 
American Olim to 3,633 in 
2017. During this past year, 
Nefesh B’Nefesh facilitated 
19 Aliyah flights from North 
America, bringing 377 fami-
lies with 677 children, and an 
additional 1,677 singles. These 
Olim ranged in age from five 
weeks to 102 years old, most-
ly from New York, California, 
New Jersey, Florida, Maryland, 
Illinois, Massachusetts, and 
Pennsylvania, as well as from 
Quebec and Ontario, Canada.

Nefesh B’Nefesh’s employ-
ment and government advo-
cacy departments continued to 
assist medical professionals by 
streamlining the licensing pro-
cess, making it easier for 61 doc-
tors and 16 psychologists from 
North America and the United 
Kingdom to continue their pro-
fessions in Israel while contrib-
uting to the Israeli healthcare 
system. Other leading profes-
sions included education, mar-
keting, finance, high-tech, and 
law.

Amongst the top cities to 
welcome Olim in 2017 were 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Ra’anana, 
and Netanya. 

Nefesh B’Nefesh’s recently 
launched “Go Beyond” ini-
tiative successfully facilitat-
ed the Aliyah of hundreds of 
Olim to Israel’s northern and 
southern frontiers, including 
Haifa, Tzfat, Zichron Yaakov, 
Karmiel, Tiberias, Nahariya, 
Hadera, Yokneam Illit, Pardes 
Hanna, and Maalot in the north 
and Be’er Sheva, Ashkelon, 
Eilat, Ofakim, Mitzpe Ramon, 
Yerucham, Sderot, Arad, and 
Meitar in the south.

“We have had the incredible 
privilege of assisting thousands 
of Olim this past year in fulfill-
ing their Zionist dreams, and 
are pleased to see continued 
interest in Aliyah from Jews liv-
ing in the Diaspora,” said Rabbi 
Yehoshua Fass, cofounder and 
executive director of Nefesh 
B’Nefesh. “Today’s Olim will 
begin building their homes in 
communities across the coun-
try, and will be making valuable 
contributions to strengthening 
Israel and the Jewish nation.”

For more about Nefesh 
B’Nefesh and its programs,  
visit nbn.org.il.
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New olim from Nefesh B’Nefesh’s final group flight of 2017.  

3,633 made Aliyah in 2017  
with help from Nefesh B’Nefesh
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On Sunday, Jan. 28 at 11 a.m., 
Congregation Ahabat Sholom of 
Lynn will dedicate a Torah scroll 
in memory of Rabbi Samuel 
Zaitchik and his wife, Rebbetzin 
Nell Zaitchik, who served the 
Lynn Jewish community for over 
50 years. 

The presentation of the Torah 
will take place at Congregation 
Shaarei Tefillah, 35 Morseland 
Ave., in Newton. 

The shul is presenting the 
scroll to Congregation Shaarei 
Tefillah of Newton, where Rabbi 
Zaitchik spent some of his 
later years after the passing of 
Rebbetzin Zaitchik in 1997. The 
rabbi died in 2013.

The Hachnasat Sefer Torah 
dedication is celebrated by 
dancing with the Torah under a 
chuppah (marriage canopy) as 
the Torah scroll is brought into 
the synagogue and sanctuary. 

The ceremony has ancient 
roots in the Bible. In 2 Samuel, 
chapter 6, verses 14-15, we read: 
“And David danced before the 
Lord with all his might; and 
David was girded with a linen 
ephod. So David and all the 
house of Israel brought up the 
ark of the Lord with shouting, 
and with the sound of the horn.”  

The ceremony is thus a very 
joyous moment in the life of 
any Jewish community, but 
is especially poignant in this 
case as Congregation Ahabat 
Sholom will soon be closing its 
doors. The legacy of Rabbi and 
Rebbetzin Zaitchik will live on, 
however, memorialized in the 
words beautifully stitched on 
the mantel of the Torah scroll, 
translated as “They brought 
people closer to God and the 
Torah, whose ways are ways of 
pleasantness and whose paths 
are paths of peace.”

Rabbi Samuel Zaitchik was 
born in Minsk, Russia, and came 
to Boston in 1929 with his par-
ents, fleeing Bolshevik oppres-
sion, along with four of his sis-
ters and brother. (His older four 
siblings were not allowed to emi-
grate, and many of them eventu-
ally perished with their families 
in the Holocaust.) Rebbetzin 
Nell (Bauer) Zaitchik was born 
in Waco, Texas, to Jewish immi-
grants from Poland. 

The Zaitchiks’ romance was 
made possible by the United 
States Army, which brought 
Lieutenant Rabbi Zaitchik to 
Waco in 1944 for training as a 
chaplain. The Bauers’ kosher 

home was always open to reli-
gious Jewish servicemen sta-
tioned in nearby Fort Hood, and 
Nell Bauer volunteered at the 
USO, so it is not too surprising 
that Samuel Zaitchik and Nell 
Bauer found each other. 

Rabbi Zaitchik, eventually 
Captain Zaitchik, ended his 
military service as the chief 
Jewish chaplain for all Allied 
armed forces in Japan, under 
General Douglas MacArthur. 
Upon his return to the US, he 
accepted a position as Rabbi at 
Congregation Ahabat Sholom, 
where he and the Rebbetzin 
served until 1997. 

They guided the community 
with love and kindness; their 
home was always open, day and 
night, to anyone in need, wheth-
er material or emotional or spir-

itual; no lonely stranger escaped 
their warm friendship and offers 
of practical help; adhering to 
Jewish law and tradition, they 
nonetheless embraced moder-
nity and its new perspectives; 
they combined patriotism and 
loyalty as Americans with ardent 
commitment to Zionism and 
Israel.

All who knew the Zaitchiks  
are invited to the Hachnasat 
Sefer Torah celebration.  Please 
RSVP to ljzaitchik@gmail.com 
by Jan. 20.

Lynn shul to honor Zaitchiks by  
dedicating Torah to Newton congregation

The legacy of Rabbi and 
Rebbetzin Zaitchik will 
live on memorialized in 
the words beautifully 

stitched on the mantel 
of the Torah scroll.

Nell and Rabbi Samuel Zaitchik



By Rafael Medoff
JNS.ORG

Many major Jewish orga-
nizations are expressing sup-
port for the idea of reducing 
US aid to the Palestinians after 
President Donald Trump men-
tioned the possibility of a cut in 
a tweet this week. 

Earlier this month, the 
president wrote, “We pay the 

Palestinians HUNDRED OF 
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS a year 
and get no appreciation or 
respect … with the Palestinians 
no longer willing to talk peace, 
why should we make any of 
these massive future payments 
to them?”

US Ambassador to the 
United Nations Nikki Haley 
said the same day that Trump 
“doesn’t want to give any 

additional funding until the 
Palestinians agree to come 
back to the negotiation table.”

Some American aid to 
the Palestinians is sent to 
the Palestinian Authority 
(PA), some is given direct-
ly to Palestinian projects in 
PA-controlled areas and some 
is channeled through UN agen-
cies that assist the Palestinians, 
such as the UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East. The current 
annual US contribution to the 
Palestinians totals more than 
$600 million.

“We have supported and 
continue to support reductions 
in assistance to the Palestinian 
Authority based on actions 
such as payments to families 
of terrorists and violation of its 
peace process commitment to 
direct talks with Israel, instead 
seeking to have the interna-
tional community endorse 
Palestinian objectives,” said 
AIPAC spokesman Marshall 
Wittmann.

“It is reasonable for the US to 
use foreign aid as one of several 
mechanisms for responding to 
instances where its own inter-
ests, or the interests of its allies, 
are threatened,” B’nai B’rith 
International said in a state-
ment. “The Palestinians have 
refused to negotiate directly 

with Israel, have failed to com-
ply with their obligations under 
previous agreements, and have 
chosen instead to pursue an 
anti-Israel, anti-US agenda at 
the United Nations.”

Rabbi Abraham Cooper, 
associate dean of the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center, said Trump 
“is targeting the UN, Pakistan, 
and now the Palestinian 
Authority as a businessperson 
rather than a politician, ask-
ing ‘Am I getting value for my 
money? If not, and the recipi-
ents use American taxpayers’ 
money to scorn the US, why 
should money continue to flow 
to them?’ Perhaps the shock 
therapy of the US not acting as 
an automatic ATM machine is a 
good thing.”

Left-of-center voices dis-
agree.

Kenneth Bob, president of 
Ameinu, formerly known as the 
Labor Zionist Alliance, told JNS 
he believes any reduction in US 
aid would be “counter-produc-
tive” because it could impact 
“essential Israeli-Palestinian 
security cooperation” and 
“important humanitarian aid.” 
Therefore, he said, “I do not see 
any positive outcome for Israel, 
the US or the Palestinians from 
a cut in aid.”

Former Democratic National 
Committee chairman Steve 
Grossman, who is also a former 
president of AIPAC, told JNS 
that he “wouldn’t rule out using 
American aid to the Palestinians 
as a vehicle for putting pressure 
on the Palestinians to act in 
ways that are consistent with a 
peace process,” but “it should 
only be done in extreme cases.”

The 2018 Combined Jewish Women’s 
Organizations Annual Meeting featuring

For additional information, contact:  
Arlyne Greenspan, (978) 337-2155

arlyneg@nsjcc.org
or Linda Magalnick, (978) 887-8488

lmagalnick@aol.com

Sponsored by Jewish Women’s 
Organizations of the North Shore 

with a generous grant from the Jewish
Women's Endowment Fund of the 

North Shore, a Donor Advised Fund 
of Combined Jewish Philanthropies 

of Greater Boston, Inc.

Woody’s daughter, Nora Guthrie discusses the artistic 

implications of Woody’s relationship with his Jewish 

mother-in-law, Yiddish poet Aliza Greenblatt. 

This presentation illuminates the personal and 

creative relationship between Woody and Aliza

with photographs, writings, artwork, and 

music excerpts from the Klezmatic 

two-disc project Wonder Wheel 

and Happy Joyous

Chanukkah.

Nora continues her 

mission to uphold the

legacy of her father, 

and to open new 

dimensions to

Woody’s work.

Presented by his daughter 

dghjk
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American Jews debate Trump’s proposed cut of Palestinian aid

US Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley
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Israel’s Transportation Minis
ter Yisrael Katz announced that 
a new highspeed rail line con
necting Jerusalem and Tel Aviv 
will become operational within 
three months.

The rail will launch on March 
30, exactly as forecasted by the 
former CEO of Israel Railways, 
Boaz Tzafrir, in 2014. News of the 
rail line’s timetable for launch
ing follows reports in October 
2017 that the project would not 
be completed on schedule due 
to issues with the electrification 

of Israel’s railway system. 
The new Tel AvivJerusalem 

line will be able to travel 
between the two major Israeli 
cities in 28 minutes. The rail will 
reach speeds of 100 miles per 
hour and offer a significantly 
faster alternative to the 78min
ute JaffaJerusalem route that 
was built in the 1890s.

During its initial launch 
phase, the line will run two 
trains per hour, and in the future 
as many as six trains hourly may 
run on the line during rush hour.

Israeli President 
Reuven Rivlin called 
for a new partner
ship to be forged 
between Israel and 
the Jewish Diaspora 
to deal with glob
al development 
issues.

“The time is ripe 
for creating a vision 
and a general strat
egy for the next 30 
years, as a coordinated process 
involving the government and 
the private market,” Rivlin said 
at the Globes Israeli Business 
Conference. 

“Within that, there is room 
for looking at joint action with 
the Jewish Diaspora on this and 
other matters, and for creating a 

new axis of partner
ship,” he said.

Rivlin also said 
the Jewish state 
would “strive for 
a reality in which 
Israel the innovator 
and Israel with all its 
capabilities, togeth
er with Diaspora 
Jewry, will be a main 
partner in dealing 
with global develop

ment problems.”
The Israeli president’s pro

posal to bolster the country’s 
ties with the Diaspora come 
amid a growing rift between US 
Jews and Israel on key social, 
religious and political issues, 
including egalitarian prayer 
rights at the Western Wall.

Prepared for College     Empowered for Life
www.PenguinHall.org978-468-6200

For Girls Grades 9 through 12 
  

Financial Aid and 
Transportation Available

Open House: 
January 21 

2 - 4 pm

 MARBLEHEAD COMMUNITY  
CHARTER PUBLIC SCHOOL 

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR GRADES 4-8 
Marblehead Charter offers a hands-on, project-based learning environment that  
integrates art, music, French, Spanish, wellness, sports, and community service.  
Students at Marblehead Charter enjoy two recesses per day, highly qualified and  
caring teachers, an excellent meal  program, and an air-conditioned building.   
Marblehead Charter is a small school that nurtures a community atmosphere and 
encourages parental involvement.  All residents of  Massachusetts including  
students with special needs and English language learners are welcome to apply.  
There is no tuition. 

 
 
 

The deadline to apply is February 15, 2018.   
 
 

Visit www.marbleheadcharter.com to apply.  Print applications are also available 
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Upcoming Open Houses ~ Families Welcome 
Saturday, January 20th 10am-noon 
Saturday, February 3rd 10am-noon 

  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JANUARY 11, 2018 7

Jewish World and Mideast News Briefs
—  from Jewish News Service (JNS.org)  —

President Reuven Rivlin calls for new 
‘vision’ in Israel-Diaspora relationship

Mark Neiman/GPO
Israeli President 

Reuven Rivlin 

US Ambassador to Israel 
David Friedman tweeted on 
Wednesday that the reason 
why there is no peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians is the 
Palestinian Authority’s (PA) offi
cial support for terrorism.

Friedman’s statement came 
in response to Tuesday’s kill
ing of 35yearold Israeli father 
of six Raziel Shevah in a drive
by shooting terror attack near 
Nablus as well as the Palestinian 
reaction to the attack.

“An Israeli father of six was 
killed last night in cold blood 
by Palestinian terrorists. Hamas 
praises the killers and PA laws 
will provide them financial 
rewards,” Friedman tweeted. 
“Look no further to why there 
is no peace. Praying for the 
bereaved Shevach family.”

Israel’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Tzipi Hotovely replied 
to the American envoy’s state
ment by tweeting, “Dear 
Ambassador Friedman, we 

deeply appreciate your solidar
ity with Israel. We value your 
partnership in the fight against 
terror and your understanding 
that the Palestinian Authority’s 
support of terrorists lies at the 
root of the problem.”

The PA’s payments to terror
ists and their families currently 
total about $300 million annu
ally. Payments to imprisoned 
terrorists increase in proportion 
to the length of their sentences.

US ambassador to Israel: PA support  
for terror the reason why there is no peace

High-speed Tel Aviv-Jerusalem rail  
to launch within three months
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Ahed Tamimi, the 
16-year-old Palestinian 
teen who was recently 

arrested after slapping an 
Israeli soldier, has become 
an overnight celebrity for 
the Palestinian cause. With 
her Western looks, and 
blonde hair, she resembles 
any other teen in the US or 
Europe – two key areas where 
the Palestinian propaganda 
machine plays out every day. 

Many observers of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
want simple answers and a 
quick resolution. They fail to 
read about the history of the 
conflict, and often dismiss 
facts that have led to a stale-
mate in negotiations. 

As Ahed Tamimi is cel-
ebrated in the West for her 
actions, Palestinians see her as 
another cog in the wheel of its 
jihad. And even as her mother 
livestreamed her infamous 
slap on the Internet, Ahed 
advocated violence against 
Israelis and President Donald 
Trump. She said, “I wish that 
everybody would participate 
in demonstrations because 
that is the only way for us 
to get results; because our 
strength is in our stones; and 
I wish that everybody all over 
the world would unite so we 
can liberate Palestine, because 
Trump must bear responsibil-
ity for the decision he took for 
any Palestinian reaction – be it 
stabbings, martyrdom-seeking 
operations [i.e. suicide bomb-
ings], throwing stones – every-
one must do something. So 
we can unite this way, so we 
can get our message across in 

the required way and get this 
result, that is the liberation of 
Palestine, Allah willing.”

Her words are hardly a sur-
prise to Israelis. They’re aware 
that Palestinian children – 
many of whom are educated 
in US-funded, United Nations 
schools – are taught that Israel 
does not exist and encouraged 
to commit jihad. In fact, Ahed 
Tamimi was raised on jihad; 
several of her relatives were 
involved in the murder of 
many Israelis and Americans.  

She learned about incite-
ment on the knee of her 
mother, Nariman Tamimi. In 
2015, at the beginning of the 
“Stabbing Intifada, Nariman 
shared a Facebook post with 
explicit instructions on how 
to best aim a knife to murder 
someone. In 2016, she again 
took to Facebook and honored 
the Palestinian terrorist who 
murdered a 13-year-old Israeli 
girl. In the post, her mother 
also added a photo of the 
blood-soaked bedroom of the 
murdered girl.

Mother Tamimi also had 
special praise for Ahed’s 
cousin, Ahlam Tamimi. Ahlam 
helped plan and carry out 
the deadly Sbarro attack in 
Jerusalem that killed 15 – and 

wounded over 100. “Ahlam, 
is this the face of a terrorist,” 
she wrote, above a photo of 
Ahlam. “No it isn’t. It’s the face 
of a rebel.” 

And then there’s Ahed’s 
cousin, Nizar Tamimi, who 
married Ahlam Tamimi after 
she was released in the Gilad 
Shalit prisoner exchange. 
In 1993, Nizar, and another 
cousin, Said Tamimi, stabbed 
Israeli Chaim Mizrahi, and 
stuffed him in the trunk of his 
car and burned him alive.

Ahed Tamimi is no mur-
derer, and can’t be convicted 
of her relatives’ crimes. But 
she’s hardly a saint. Who slaps 
a soldier? Someone who is 
committed to violence. And 
even Ahed would be the 
first person to endorse that 
notion. 

Tamimi is no saint 

Many feel that the BDS 
(Boycott, Divestment, Sanc-
tions) strategy is a proper meth-
od to pressure Israel to compro-
mise, negotiate, and support an 
improved and equal life for the 
Palestinians.

Although this feeling would 
seem reasonable, if one follows 
carefully the written narrative 
and speeches of the interna-
tional founders and leaders of 
the BDS strategy, a very dif-
ferent goal is strongly assert-
ed by them. Regarding Israel, 
these founders are against a 
two-state solution and sup-
port only “one land for one 
people.” Negotiating is not use-

ful. Meeting or debating those 
with opposing views by these 
same leaders is rarely allowed 
although their activist members 
are quite well versed in disrupt-
ing, harassing, and intimidating 
pro-Israel student and commu-
nity groups wherever possible.

Why does this movement 
only direct its activity and ener-
gy against Israel; why is it blind 
to the actions of other govern-
ments who preside over peoples 
and land by force such as Russia, 
Turkey, Armenia, China, and 
Indonesia. Should the govern-
ments of Saudi Arabia, Burma, 
or Iran be considered worthy of 
BDS movement attention based 

on their treatment of citizens?
The current clever strategy 

and longer term goal of world 
BDS leadership is much more 
complex, covert and sinister.

I am reminded of the words 
of Golda Meir in the late 1960’s 
which I paraphrase: “a little 
sand for him … a little sand for 
us … and it will work for both.”

The BDS movement’s goal is 
NOT and NEVER will push for 
a solution that will allow the 
Israelis and Palestinians to live 
peacefully and contiguously. 
Only One.

Joseph Sontz
Delray Beach, FL

A little sand for him …

This year in Jerusalem!
God bless Donald Trump.

John David
Danvers

Trump delight

Thanks for the fine article, “Di 
Nepi to enhance Judaica display 
at MFA” (Journal, Dec. 28). I am 
looking forward to seeing these 
pieces and more at the MFA and 
am pleased that Di Nepi has 
joined the curatorial team.

Janet Freedman
Via Email

Judaica at the MFA

While I myself do not advo-
cate BDS, this statement 
(“Letter from UU Church rep 
is off-base,” Journal, Dec. 28) 
is a sweeping generalization 
that is highly untrue, and only 
fosters more divisiveness. Until 
Carol Denbo takes a peek at the 
other side and imagines things 
from their viewpoint, and even 
perhaps checks out why people 
might support BDS, she won’t 
see anything change in her life-
time. The millennials are differ-
ent, and in another generation, 

there will be more empathy, 
tolerance and compromise, and 
less of an angry and bigoted 
approach that will never surpass 
the stalemate.

Susie Davidson
Via Email

‘Support of BDS and hatred of Jews are 
synonymous’

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
are welcome.  

Email letter submissions to:  
editor@jewishjournal.org, 

subject “Letters.”

I was mortified to read let-
ters to the editor in the Dec. 14 
issue. One of the letter writers 
remarks that now she under-
stands Robert Lappin’s previous 
actions. Bob can defend him-
self, but this is a man who has 
spent millions of his own dollars 
to send high school students to 
Israel on a FREE trip. Are those 
the actions she is specifically 
“concerned” about?

The writer defended the rev-
erend, who showed a film high-
lighting Roger Waters’ claim that 
Israel is worse than the Nazis 
and is an apartheid state. If that 
alone isn’t concerning enough, 
the reverend, who claims to be 
interested in exploring different 

points of view, refuses to accept 
or even respond to an offer to 
show another film that would 
express another point of view. 

Another letter writer says 
Israel is neither humane nor 
democratic. Really? How else 
would you categorize a country 
into which Muslim children are 
fleeing, over the border from the 
killing fields of Syria, in search 
of medical help? Israeli medical 
teams have been sent, often the 
first on the scene, to help deal 
with natural disasters around 
the world.

Not democratic? There are 
11 parties represented in Israel’s 
Knesset, 17 Arab MK’s, and an 
Arab judge currently sits on 

Israel’s Supreme Court. 
How many generous offers of 

statehood have the Palestinians 
turned down? Three in the last 
20 years, alone. Gaza, the “open 
air prison” mentioned by a sec-
ond letter writer, has been self-
ruled since 2005. As soon as 
Israeli troops pulled out, Gaza’s 
rulers launched bombs aimed at 
innocent civilians and called for 
the genocide of all Jews in Israel. 
Are these irrelevant facts to the 
letter writers?

Perhaps I should thank the 
Jewish Journal for exposing what 
pro-Israel Jews and non-Jews 
are up against. 

Marty Schneer
Salem 

Include facts in letters, not fiction 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Ahed Tamimi
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By Jonathan S. Tobin
JNS.ORG

Earlier this month, more 
than 10,000 Israelis turned 
out for demonstrations in 

Tel Aviv against Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Their 
purpose was to draw attention 
to corruption charges lodged 
against the prime minister. If 
he winds up being charged with 
a crime it will almost certainly 
mean that his fourth, and third 
consecutive, term in office will 
be his last. Or at least that is 
what his opponents are hoping, 
since if he does survive this lat-
est threat to his hold on power, 
the events of the last three weeks 
are making it look as if he and or 
whoever it is that succeeds him 
as head of the Likud party and 
the coalition it leads is likely to 
emerge as the victor the next 
time Israelis head to the polls.

With Palestinians expressing 
“rage” about President Donald 
Trump’s decision to recognize 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, it 
appears that security and the 
peace process rather than cor-
ruption or the plight of the mid-
dle class is what will continue to 
determine the outcome of elec-
tions in the Jewish state. And 
so long as that is true, those 
American Jews who think Israel 
should be pressured into mak-
ing concessions rather than 
supported need to understand 
the impact of Trump’s move and 
the Palestinian reaction to it on 
the Israeli public.

Trump’s willingness to make 
good at least in part on his 
promise about Jerusalem pro-
voked some curious reactions 
among American Jews, the vast 

majority of whom are fervently 
opposed to his administration. 
For some, like the leaders of 
Reform Judaism, the commit-
ment to the anti-Trump “resis-
tance,” was more important 
than a president doing what 
generations of friends of Israel 
on both sides of the aisle had 
been hoping for. Their position 
– and that of many others on 
the Jewish left – was that noth-
ing Trump did could possibly be 
good for the Jews. That makes 
sense to partisan Democrats, 
but it also puts them out of 
touch with the vast majority of 
Israelis who embraced the presi-
dent’s announcement.

Yet the most important reac-

tion to Trump came from the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) and 
its leader Mahmoud Abbas.

No one expected the 
Palestinians to welcome Trump’s 
stand. But if Abbas were sin-
cere about pursuing a two-state 
solution, he would have treat-
ed Trump’s carefully calibrated 
statement as a victory rather 
than a defeat. Trump did not 
endorse a united Jerusalem or 
preclude support for two states 
or even a re-partition of the city. 
Abbas could have used it as a 
jumping-off point for an effort 
to persuade the US to endorse 
a Palestinian capital in part of 
Jerusalem, which would have 
strengthened his position in 

negotiations that Trump hoped 
to restart.

But instead he doubled down 
on the same anti-Semitic denial 
of Jewish history that has char-
acterized Palestinian discourse 
for the last century. In a speech 
to an Islamic conference held in 
Turkey to protest Trump’s state-
ment, Abbas claimed that only 
Muslims and Christians had 
any rights to the holy places in 
Jerusalem. Abbas’s hateful rhet-
oric and the PA’s resolve to use 
its broadcast and print media to 
incite violence against Israelis 
in the wake of Trump’s speech 
may be what he needs to do 
to survive against his Hamas 
rivals. But it is also confirm-

ing the solid consensus of opin-
ion in Israel that stretches from 
the left to the right that views 
Abbas and the PA as opponents 
of peace, rather than potential 
partners as the country’s critics 
assert.

By trying to start another 
intifada and by doubling down 
on the notion that Israel has 
no rights in Jerusalem, Abbas 
has once again done something 
for Netanyahu that the prime 
minister could not achieve on 
his own. He has validated the 
Israeli right’s belief that, as bad 
as it is, the status quo is pref-
erable than replicating Ariel 
Sharon’s 2005 withdrawal from 
Gaza. While many American 
Jews still believe Israel must 
be pressured to make territo-
rial withdrawals for the sake 
of peace, Abbas’s conduct has 
convinced most Israelis such a 
policy would be insane. The fact 
that Netanyahu’s main rivals are 
more or less echoing his stands 
demonstrates that there is very 
little appetite in Israel for giving 
up more territory under the cur-
rent circumstances. It also high-
lights the fact that so long as the 
alternatives to the Likud have 
nothing better to offer Israelis, 
it’s likely to stay in power.

What Trump did on Jerusalem 
gratified Israelis. But it also gave 
Abbas the opportunity to dem-
onstrate to voters in the Jewish 
state that there is no viable alter-
native to Netanyahu’s policies. 
That’s something that American 
Jewish critics of Trump and 
Israel would be foolish to ignore.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor 
in chief of JNS. Follow him on 
Twitter at: @jonathans_tobin.

How Trump and Abbas proved US liberals clueless about peace

Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas met with President Trump at the White House last May.

By Lawrence Rifkin  

It’s no secret that Jews living in Israel 
tend to view President Donald Trump 
in a more positive light than do Jews 

living in the United States – not neces-
sarily for the way he behaves or runs his 
administration, but for the way he seems 
to be a backer of the Jewish state.

The level of Trump’s perceived support 
for Israel by Jewish Israelis has varied 
since his inauguration.

Among a representative sample of 
500 Israeli adults, both Jewish and non-
Jewish, a Smith Research poll conducted 
late last January found that 79 percent 
of the Jewish respondents believed he 
was pro-Israel. Another Smith poll taken 
shortly before the president’s May 2017 
visit to Israel showed that this belief had 
dropped to 56 percent, while a post-visit 
poll found a slight rise, to 61 percent.

The visit had included the first sojourn 
to the Western Wall by a sitting US presi-
dent, a fact not lost on people here. Yet 
observers feel his post-visit popularity 
among Jewish Israelis would have been 
even higher had he agreed to be accom-
panied to the Wall by Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, an idea overruled 
by Trump advisers who felt that just a few 
solo minutes at such a hotly-contested 
site had the potential for enough con-
troversy.

Trump’s general popularity among 
Israelis originally seemed to have a lot 
to do with his campaign promise to 
move the US Embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem based on Congress’s October 
1995 Jerusalem Embassy Act. The act fea-
tures a waiver that can be signed by the 
president every six months if it is felt that 
the move might harm national security.

Despite similar campaign promises, 
every president from Bill Clinton through 
George W. Bush to Barack Obama signed 
the waiver like clockwork. Trump noted 

this on the stump and promised that with 
him, it would be different. In fact, he was 
quoted as saying he’d move the embassy 
on “day one” of his presidency. Yet in 
June, when he faced his first waiver, he, 
too, caved.

Trump’s next encounter with the 
waiver came last month, on December 
7. Despite indications from some White 
House insiders that he might come 
through, he signed again. But he also did 
something that no one really expected: 
He broke with almost 70 years of US for-
eign policy and recognized Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital, adding that despite hav-
ing signed the waiver, 
he was ordering the 
State Department to 
begin planning the 
embassy move.

The result was 
something close to 
euphoria for all but 
the most left-wing of 
Israel’s Jewish politi-
cal spectrum, and a 
December 13 Smith poll showed that 
the proportion of Jewish Israelis who 
believed that Trump was pro-Israel had 
shot to 77 percent, just two  percentage 
points shy of his post-inaugural showing.

The poll also found that close to 70 
percent of Arab Israeli adults agreed – 
although no one had any illusions that 
they were happy about it.

In the heady days following Trump’s 
declaration, one senior member of 
the ruling Likud party, Transportation 
Minister Israel Katz, found his footing.

Katz, 62, has been something of a 
bulldozer in getting major transporta-
tion projects up and running in a coun-
try where infrastructure has long been 
almost an afterthought. He also consid-
ers himself Netanyahu’s logical successor 
(although for reasons known mostly to 
himself – he’s awkward and wooden, and 

even after losing a lot of weight following 
bariatric stomach surgery, he still comes 
across as something of a lumbering rube 
when compared to some of his younger, 
smoother-talking and better-tailored and 
-coiffed Likud rivals). 

So perhaps to keep himself in the 
news, he pulled a Trump of his own: He 
loudly announced plans to extend a high-
speed Tel Aviv-Jerusalem rail line slated 
to begin operations sometime this year 
and bring it underground to its final stop 
beneath Jerusalem’s Old City, close to the 
Western Wall.

“The Western Wall is the holiest place 
for the Jewish peo-
ple,” he stated, “and 
I decided to name 
the train station 
that leads to it after 
President Trump fol-
lowing his historic 
and brave decision to 
recognize Jerusalem 
as the capital of the 
State of Israel.”

To be sure, this raised more than a few 
eyebrows.

The high-speed rail line, which will 
include a stop at Ben-Gurion Airport, 
involves numerous bridges and tunnels 
on its hilly way up to Jerusalem, as well as 
a main station deep beneath the ground 
just inside the entrance to the city. The 
project has long been plagued by delays; 
to add a few more underground miles 
might not seem like much, but beneath 
the surface of an archeologically sensitive 
city, an extension won’t happen too soon, 
perhaps not for another five years.

And it would cost an additional $750 
million at the very least. The overall rail 
project has run well over its original bud-
get, and people were heard to wonder 
whether the extension would be worth 
all the extra money and dust. After all, 
Jerusalem already has a relatively suc-

cessful light rail system up and running, 
with stops outside the site of the main 
high-speed train station and within easy 
walking distance to several gates to the 
Old City. 

One political wag was heard to wonder 
whether the minister really thought that 
so many people, rumpled and bleary-
eyed from 10-hour flights, would want 
to go straight from the airport to the 
Western Wall.

In a way, the borderline silliness of 
Katz’s plan brought many Israelis back 
to earth, and they began to wonder out 
loud just how much Trump’s declaration 
would go beyond merely making them 
feel a bit more loved. After all, the US 
president says one thing one day and 
another thing the next. And consider-
ing his low popularity ratings at home, 
there’s no certainty as to how long he’ll be 
around and who might come next – and 
whether that person will undo everything 
Trump did by signing a simple executive 
order with a telegenic flourish.

The most recent Smith Research 
poll asked how Trump’s declaration on 
Jerusalem would affect peace efforts with 
the Palestinians.

Fully 76 percent of the Arab respon-
dents gave it a thumbs-down. The 
response among Jews was mixed: 33 per-
cent said it would be harmful, 36 percent 
said it would have no impact and 23 per-
cent said it would actually improve the 
chances for a peace accord.

Most in the last group were support-
ers of the far-right Bayit Yehudi party, 
which sits in Netanyahu’s coalition and 
strongly favors annexation of most or 
even all of the West Bank, including its 
approximately 2.5 million Palestinians. 
Quite tellingly, this shows where the core 
of Trump’s Israeli support lies.

Lawrence Rifkin is a Jerusalem-based 
journalist. 

Next stop (perhaps): Trump Station

[Trump’s] visit included  
the first sojourn to the  

Western Wall by a sitting  
US president, a fact not  

lost on people here.
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Swampscott, MA 01907 

saganrealtors.com
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SALEM...
Village at Vinnin Square. Wonderful lifestyle! Two bedroom, 
two bath ranch style condominium in an elevator building. 

Underground parking, pool, tennis, and clubhouse  
are just a few of the amenities.  

$369,000

MARBLEHEAD...
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Arthur Waldstein never 
passes up an opportunity 
to act Chekhov. In fact, 

about 15 years ago, the Boston-
born and bred actor joined pre-
mier Annette Miller in a revival 
of “The Seagull” staged both 
at Boston Playwrights’ Theatre 
and the International Chekhov 
Festival in St. Petersburg and 
Yalta. 

As the veteran actor (and 
retired lawyer) recently told 
the Journal, the premier Hub 
actress even put together an 
English-Hebrew-Russian hag-
gadah that both performers 
shared with Yalta Jews celebrat-
ing their first Seder. In 2014, 
he played the pivotal second-
ary character Firs in the Actors’ 
Shakespeare Project revival of 
“The Cherry Orchard.” Now 
Waldstein has taken on another 
Chekhov character actor’s part 

– that of porter Ferapont in 
Apollinaire Theatre’s highly inti-
mate edition of “Three Sisters.’’

Intimate is an understate-
ment at this performance. 
As with Apollinaire’s inspired 
earlier revival of Chekhov’s 
“Uncle Vanya,” “Three Sisters” 
– which Waldstein recognized 
as “Chekhov’s greatest play” 
– moves between floors and 
rooms in the company’s Chelsea 
Theatre Works venue and per-
forms before a limited audience 
of about 30 theatergoers per 
performance. He praised com-
pany artistic director Danielle 
Fauteux Jacques’ own sets. 
“They’re very well detailed, and 
you feel like you’re in Russia.” 
He was equally enthusiastic 
about the intimacy. “From an 
actor’s perspective,” he reflect-
ed,” the audience is always 
close, but here the audience 
is even closer. The smaller the 
stage, the more you’re aware of 
the audience.” 

The versatile actor – 
whose roles range from Friar 
Laurence in “Romeo and Juliet” 
(Happy Medium Theatre) and 
Cinderella’s Father in “Into the 
Woods” and impresario Dmitri 
Weissman in “Follies” (both 
with the Lyric 
Stage Company 
of Boston) – feels 
very much a part 
of the Apollinaire 
ensemble with 
the role of 
Ferapont. “He’s a 
porter to the dis-
trict council. He’s 
also something 
to the family,” he 
noted. “I think he’s a type. I 
think he’s a Russian type – an 
open, garrulous peasant who 
doesn’t know his place.” 

Addressing Danielle Fauteux 
Jacques’ guidance, Waldstein 
submitted, “She is looking for 
the comic factor. He (Ferapont) 
provides some overt comedy 
while Andrey (the brother of 
the title siblings) has an oppor-
tunity to soliloquize.” Waldstein 
brings rascally fun to Ferapont 
in the later going as he grabs 
drink and a snack.

Call Apollinaire Theatre 
Company’s labor of love revival 
of “Three Sisters” an opportuni-
ty to feel like a part of Chekhov’s 
stage family. Company head 
Danielle Fauteux Jacques – a 
triple threat helming direction, 

sets and lights – 
even surpasses 
her very good 
work on “Uncle 
Vanya” with an 
equally “you-
are-there” stag-
ing that captures 
the rich com-
plexity of this 
1900 master-
work. A poetic if 

sometimes raw 2009 adaptation 
by Tracey Letts – whose strong 
recent drama “August: Osage 
County” clearly bears the influ-
ence of Chekhov – catches fire 
in moments of hope as well as 
despair and scenes of solidarity 
for the sisters as well as discon-
nections between couples and 
friends. 

The title siblings are vivid-
ly contrasted as they long to 
return to Moscow. Siobhan 
Carroll is a revelation as indom-
itable and remarkably optimis-

tic Irina. Deniz Khateri finds 
all of Masha’s marital unhap-
piness, while Becca A. Lewis 
captures harried teacher Olga’s 
tenacity in a face-off with domi-
neering sister Natasha, played 
with properly increasing insen-
sitivity by Olivia Dumaine. 

The same goes for Irina’s 
suitors. Michael John Ciszewski 
has all of Baron Tusenbach’s 
charm and vulnerability, while 
Jon Vellante proves a scene 
stealer as his alternately chum-
my and sarcastic rival Solyony. 
In a uniformly strong ensemble, 
Brooks Reeves catches teacher 
Kulygin’s buffoonish demeanor 
as Masha’s clueless husband, 
and Evan Turissini is equally 
persuasive as Natasha’s hen-
pecked Andrey. Kudos go to 
Elizabeth Rocha’s insightful 
costume design for the sisters 
and especially for Natasha as 
she takes domestic control.

Characters fear that they will 
be forgotten in the future. In an 
age of polarization, Chekhov’s 
calls for caring and strong fam-
ily ties resonate more than 
ever. Apollinaire’s vital “Three 
Sisters” is a revival to cherish.

Samuel Beckett probably 
appreciated Chekhov’s singular 
understanding of the absurdity 
in life. Along with IRNE Award-
winning actress Liz Adams, 
Waldstein will be tackling 
“Happy Days,” one of Beckett’s 
own masterful explorations, 
in a revival March 3-11, in the 
Plaza Theatre at the Boston 
Center for the Arts by new com-
pany Omphalos Performance 
Project. 

“Three Sisters,” Apollinaire 
Theatre Company Chelsea, 
through January 21. 617-887-
2336 or apollinairetheatre.com.

Danielle Fauteux Jacques
From left: Arthur Waldstein, Paul S. Benford-Bruce

An intimate revival of Chekhov’s ‘Three Sisters’ in Chelsea

Chelsea’s Apollinaire Theatre presents a new version of Chekhov’s 
“Three Sisters” as reinterpreted by playwright-actor Tracy Letts.

In an age of 
polarization, Chekhov’s 

calls for caring and 
strong family ties 

resonate more  
than ever.
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From stocks and bonds to 
bitcoin, it seems the pro-
verbial gold rush is never 

ending.
Perhaps that’s why now is 

a good time to revisit a less-
er-known gem by lyricist and 
composer Stephen Sondheim 
called “Road Show,” which will 
be performed by the Lyric Stage 
Company of Boston from Jan. 12 
to Feb. 11.

Originally entitled “Bounce” 
and then “Wise Guys” and 
“Gold!,” the show tells the story 
of Floridian architect Addison 
Mizner and his entrepreneur-
ial playwright brother Wilson’s 
cross-country trip that includ-
ed the Klondike Gold Rush in 
the late 1800s and later the real 
estate boom in 
Boca Raton, Fla. 

Despite the 
Sondheim style 
and such stars 
as Victor Garber, 
Richard Kind, and 
Nathan Lane on 
Broadway, the play 
has not had the 
stellar run of other 
Sondheim sensations (“A 
Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum,” “Sweeney 
Todd,” “Sunday in the Park With 
George,” “Into the Woods”). 

In the Lyric’s new produc-
tion, music director Jonathan 
Goldberg is looking to work 
some magic. 

Despite the Sondheim pedi-
gree, Goldberg suggested that 
reworking a show is no shame.  

“I think it’s much more com-
mon now for writers to be will-
ing to take a second look at 
their shows after the first major 
production,” said Goldberg, “as 
opposed to what we might call 
the ‘golden age’ of musicals, 
when all of the adjusting was 
done merely in tryouts … and 
then the show was usually left as 
is for posterity.”

Citing Sondheim specifically, 

Goldberg said he has revisited 
and revised many of his shows. 
One significant example is the 
eventually popular “Merrily We 
Roll Along,” which was reworked 
after an opening that featured 
“Seinfeld” star Jason Alexander 
and Broadway director Lonny 
Price. 

“The version of the show that 
gets produced today is much dif-
ferent than the one that played 
Broadway in 1981,” Goldberg 
said.

“In the case of “Road Show,” 
Goldberg suggested that 
Sondheim and book writer 
John Weidman felt the need to 
“experiment with the specifics 
of the story they were telling, 
and also the theatrical language 
they were using to tell it.”

Goldberg said he finds 
Sondheim’s music and shows 

“incredibly emo-
tional and thrill-
ing. His musical 
language speaks to 
me in a compelling 
way. And his lyrics 
are so clever but 
also so authentic in 
the way they reveal 
the human condi-
tion. Who wouldn’t 

want to keep working with 
material like that?”

While he started his own 
musical career as a pianist, 
Goldberg quickly realized that 
he wanted to work with singers.

“I was falling in love with 
opera, and musical theater as 
well,” he recalled. “Something 
about the unique expressive-
ness of the voice, and the excite-
ment of theater.”

Realizing that his skill set 
leaned more toward accom-
panying than performing out 
front, Goldberg went back to 
piano. Even so, as he is keen to 
point out, “perhaps unlike many 
13-year-old boys, I absolutely 
relished being able to sing at my 
bar-mitzvah!” 

At this point in his career, 
Goldberg said he’s grateful to 
have an opportunity to work 
with the Lyric’s artist director 
Spiro Veloudos – who has devel-
oped many of Sondheim’s works 
– and especially to help lead 
a production of such a unique 
show.

“To have the privilege of 
showcasing a Sondheim musi-
cal that isn’t so well known yet,” 
Goldberg said, “is the show 
itself.”

The Lyric Stage Company 
of Boston is located at 140 
Clarendon St.  For ticket prices 
and show times, call 617-585-
5678 or visit lyricstage.com.

Lyric Stage takes a new spin  
on Sondheim’s ‘Road Show’

The cast of Stephen Sondheim’s “Road Show.”

[Sondheim’s] lyrics 
are so clever but  
also so authentic  
in the way they 

reveal the human 
condition.
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~ Mary, Caregiver to Son, Gerry

“We have been with Adult Foster  
Care of the North Shore for over  
five years. They have been there  
for us through thick and thin.  
When my husband passed  
away and I didn’t know  
how to tell Gerry, AFCNS  
was there to help.”

978-281-2612  
AdultFosterCareNS.com  

Celebrating 15 Years

5 Ways to check 
on Mom's well-being 
this holiday season.

Give a Hug 
Do you notice weight changes, increased frailty?

Observe Her Social Life 
Are there signs of active friendships, or isolation? 

Open the Medicine Cabinet 
Is Mom taking her medications as prescribed? 

Check the Mail Check the Mail 
Look for unopened mail or unpaid bills

Inspect the Kitchen 
Look for expired food, broken appliances 

Use this checklist to look for warning signs during your holiday visits. 
If your mom isn't doing well at home alone, Forestdale Park may be 
the perfect solution. We offer an innovative enriching approach to 
senior living and Alzheimer's care. 

341 Forest Street, Malden MA  |  781.333.8903  |  ForestdalePark.com

Assisted Living Specializing in Memory Care
- SEASONS OF DANVERS -

We’re conveniently located at: 44 Summer Street  |  Danvers, MA  |  online: seasonsofdanvers.com

 Our goal is simple – to make a positive 
difference in people’s lives by creating a 
special place where residents can thrive 

and families can have peace of mind.

978.777.0230
suzanne@seasonsofdanvers.com

We’re here
to help:

Small Home-Like Neighborhoods
Innovative & Holistic Programs

Private Apartments
& so much more!
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like we have at our Ethiopian 
STEM centers. Our programs 
fill the gap of quality educa-
tion, and they pave the way for 
future gains to reach the com-
petency in the western world. 
It’s hard to completely describe 
the impact of his contribution.”

When he works on projects 
in Africa or Israel, Gelfand also 
thinks about ways to help stu-
dents close to home. Six years 
ago, his family charity donat-
ed $1 million to boost STEM 
programming in Swampscott 
schools. He’s also made gener-
ous donations to local Jewish 
institutions, and created the 
Leonard Gelfand Center for 
Service Learning and Outreach 
at Carnegie Mellon University 
to honor his late uncle.

Wherever he goes, STEM 
education is at the forefront of 
his thoughts. “I find that sci-
ence and engineering is the 
most connected thing in the 
world because its people who 
want to problem-solve,” said 
Gelfand. “It breaks down every 
barrier that exists – with boys, 
girls, and ethnic groups. I have 
projects in South Sudan where 
there are 67 ethnic groups 
fighting, but our science and 
engineering center there brings 
everyone together.” 

STEM network for youth in Israel and Africa
from page 1

At a Foka STEM Center, a 9th 
grade student assembles an 
analog electronics circuit, and 
observes the waveform charac-
teristics on an oscilloscope. 

Gelfand (second from right), at a high school under construction in  
a historically Jewish area of Inda Aba Guna.



Wel l Balanced Meals

We know staying socially connected and feeling engaged becomes 
more important as we age. Make your move to Colonial Gardens, and 
become a part of something special ... a sense of family, friendship, and 
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Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”
Geriatric Care Management • Dementia/Alzheimer Care • Home Health Aides
Nursing Care • Medication Management • Assist with bathing/dressing
Meal planning/preparation • Companionship • Transportation
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Home
Healthcare®

Let our trained team of compassionate caregivers  
help keep you safe at home.

From homemaking to skilled nursing,  
when it comes to home care - trust the professionals.

All services supervised by Registered Nurses.

Call for your FREE In-home Assessment
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By Myrna Fearer

There is something 
special about greeting 
a new year. It’s a chance 
to wipe the slate clean 
and start afresh. It’s a 
time to make resolu-
tions that unfortunate-
ly we may break in just 
a short time. And, it’s a 
time to reflect on the 
past year and perhaps go back in 
memory to New Year’s Eves long 
ago, maybe to happier times.

You could probably say that 
we Jews are fortunate: We cel-
ebrate a new year not once, but 
twice. The difference is that the 
Jewish New Year celebration lasts 
longer than one night and day. 
It begins with Rosh Hashanah 
and ends with Yom Kippur at the 
close of 10 days of awe. 

It’s a time to search our souls 
for forgiveness for some of the 
ways we may have inadvertently 
or even intentionally hurt some-
one. Let’s face it, we’ve had an 
entire year during which we 
might have transgressed and 
done things that, looking back, 
we’re not particularly proud of, 
and made some decisions that 
we regret. With prayer and fast-
ing, we atone and hopefully 
achieve forgiveness. That, to 
me, is a much more serious time 
than the traditional celebration 
that marks the New Year on the 
Gregorian calendar.

This was the first New Year I 
was alone, but not really. I had 
my memories, some that made 
me laugh and others that gave 
me comfort. How fortunate are 
we to be able to recall memo-
ries, to bring back loved ones 
no longer here in person but 
in spirit. We can laugh at some 
things, smile at others, and even 
shed a tear or two; they are all 
our memories, they belong to 
us.  In my mind, I went 
back to my teenage years, a time 
when most of my friends and I 
earned money babysitting. At 25 
cents an hour, that meant a lot 
of babysitting to make a decent 
amount. Remember, those were 
the days before minimum wage 
and there was no time and half 
for sitting on New Year’s Eve. 
However, since it usually meant 
being at someone’s house for 
many hours, that babysitting job 
was a biggie.

I fondly recall one special 
family I sat for. He was a profes-
sor at Northeastern University, 

his wife and the two 
girls were absolutely 
lovely. (He was too, 
not lovely, but kind.) 
The little girls would 
insist on choosing 
a Hanukkah gift for 
me that they were 
thrilled to have 
picked out them-
selves. 

Then there was 
the police officer on my street. 
He was the only Jewish cop I ever 
met in Irish Boston. Sometimes 
my 25 cents an hour was trans-
lated into movie passes for the 
local Morton Theatre. The only 
one really happy about that was 
my mother.

I could also tell you about the 
Harvard student who took me to 
the Ice Capades one New Year’s 
Eve. There was only one prob-
lem: He didn’t have a car. He 
came to Mattapan by the T all 
the way from Cambridge. Then 
we schlepped into North Station 
only to return by subway back to 
Mattapan, with another trip back 
to Cambridge for him. Needless 
to say, I wasn’t worth a repeat 
performance.

Of course, there were parties, 
sorority events, fraternity events, 
etc., but those were just mean-
ingless ways to celebrate New 
Year’s. But all that changed when 
I met my future husband. We 
went on our first date in August, 
were engaged by New Year’s, and 
married that summer. And that’s 
when the meaningful memories 
began.

My husband never liked to 
be on the road that night and 
neither did our next-door neigh-
bors. That’s when we launched 
the Chinese food tradition with 
dinner from Dave Wong’s China 
Sails. We continued that predict-
able celebration until we bought 
a small house on the Cape in 
Dennisport. Our two sons would 
insist they wanted to see the New 
Year in, so we usually started a 
marathon Monopoly game. The 
four of us sat around a small 
table with a fire going in the fire-
place. When the boys finally gave 
up, they set the alarm for 11:45 
p.m. so we could all greet the 
New Year together. 

So, you see, I wasn’t really 
alone this year. I was surrounded 
by so much love and happiness 
that before I knew it, the ball 
was dropping on Times Square. 
It was the beginning of another 
year.

Memories keep me 
company on New Year’s Eve



Shore Village is conveniently located near area shops and restaurants,  
public transportation and beach. Our brand new apartments are equipped  

with full kitchens, washer and dryer in unit and walk-in closets.  
Community room with fireplace and rooftop deck with great views.

A community for 62 plus.
For more information and to arrange a tour call 978-532-4800

137 EASTERN AVE., LYNN
Managed by Crowninshield Management Corporation

$1,300

The Arbors At Winthrop offers the ease and relaxation of 
a quaint seaside community with the comfort and support 
of knowing 24/7 care is available if needed. Choose from 
our selection of unique residences, with scenic views and 
a great community of friends, neighbors and caregivers — 
just minutes away from Boston and the North Shore.

We take pride in being run by family and treating 
you like family. Come take a tour today!

The Arbors at Winthrop
Independent & Assisted Living

46 Lincoln Street
Winthrop, MA 02152 

(617) 207-3009

Somewhere Beyond
The Sea

For more information, visit arborsassistedliving.com

The Arbors At Winthrop Is Waiting For You

Closer to Stoneham? 
Visit us there.

140 Franklin Street
Stoneham, MA 02180 

(781) 435-1958

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246

Se niors
Af for da ble Se nior Hous ing For Over 30 Ye ars

socialactivities•smallpetsoK
Cle an, qui et, Af for da ble.

4 lo CA tions:
danvers•salem

peabody•beverly

EQU AL HOUS ING
OP POR TU N I  TY A POAH Community

Preservation Housing Community Management, LLC
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Jay Block, a pioneer in the 
career and employment indus-
try since 1992, and best-sell-
ing author of 12 McGraw-Hill 
titles, comes from a family 
that has always supported the 
Jewish community. Recently, 
Jay returned to the North Shore 
after 31 years of living in Florida 
to help care for his father, 
Irving, who was diagnosed with 
advanced dementia. 

“My plan was to go to Florida 
(in 1986) to play ‘Miami Vice’ 
for three years,” Jay said. “You 
know, white suits and t-shirts, 
fast boats and faster cars. It was 
a three-year plan that turned 
into three decades. The irony 
of my father’s illness is that he 
gave me a special gift when his 
health failed him. That gift was 
bringing me home.”

Jay’s mother, Ursula Block, 
founded the Jewish Community 
Center’s ( JCCNS) Infant/
Toddler Day Care Program 26 
years ago. The program allowed 
Jewish parents to go to work 
feeling comfortable that their 
newborn infants were in a 
safe and nurtur-
ing environment. 
Jay’s father, Irving, 
was a Life Board 
Member of the 
JCCNS and Jay’s 
brother and sister-
in-law, Larry and 
Ina-Lee, are active 
at Temple Emanu-
El and the JCCNS. 

“I returned to 
the North Shore to 
help my Dad, but 
decided to stay to 
help people in our 
community land 
the jobs they want 

at the pay they deserve,” Jay said. 
“When you’re under-employed, 
unhappily employed, or unem-
ployed, it’s hard to live a rich 
and rewarding life. I want to 
continue our family’s legacy of 
contributing to the well-being 
and growth of the Jewish com-
munity.”

Jay, a Marblehead High 
School Class of 1971 graduate, 

has coached thou-
sands of job seek-
ers to land great 
jobs. He claims 
that most people 
haven’t a clue how 
to conduct a high-
ly motivated, con-
fident, and strate-
gic job campaign. 
What makes Jay’s 
approach differ-
ent and extraordi-
narily successful 
is that he empow-
ers job seekers to 
take control of 
their future and 

conduct proactive, strategic job 
campaigns, not job hunts or 
searches. His latest book is “5 
Steps to Rapid Employment.”  
In it, he teaches job seekers how 
to identify the right job, how to 
create exciting and self-promo-
tional résumés and online pro-
files, how to develop and exe-
cute a strategic campaign plan, 
and how to secure interviews 
and to win great job offers. Most 
importantly, Jay teaches job 
seekers how to manage adversi-
ty, fear, and setbacks and enjoy 
the process of achieving mean-
ingful employment. 

“They don’t teach this stuff 
in college,” Jay said. “And given 
today’s no-jobs-for-life job mar-
ket, mastering the 5 steps to 
rapid employment is a life skill 
that is critical to live a satisfied 
life and enjoy a fulfilling career.”

For information contact  
Jay Block at 561-309-2468 or 
visit his website at jayblock.com.

Block returns to help family …  
and stays to help community

Career coach and author Jay Block

One of 12 career advice 
titles by Jay Block
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Darlene Sylvia Strowman 
(Masters) Harris, of Everett, for-
merly of Revere and San Diego, 
Calif., passed away on December 
28, 2017. 

Beloved wife of the late J. 
Robert Harris and the late Max 
Strowman. Devoted mother of 
Hanna Strowman of Everett, 
Laura Strowman of Lynn, and 
Robert Strowman of Everett. 
Loving stepmother of Barbara 
Shapiro of Long Beach, N.Y. 
Loving daughter of the late Simon 
Masters and Pearl (McKnight) 
Masters. Dear sister of Charles 
Masters and his wife Mildred of 
Georgia, Dennis Masters and 
his wife Joanne of Maine, Clark 

Masters and his wife Judith of 
Westborough, Bonnie Adams of 
Brookline, and the late Gerald 
Masters and his wife Marilyn 
of Malden. Loving step-grand-
mother of Amanda Shapiro and 
Jennifer Shapiro. Also survived 
by Rose Silverstein of Chestnut 
Hill, a dear, loving and devoted 
friend, and many extended fam-
ily members and friends. 

A memorial service was held 
on December 31 at Torf Funeral 
Chapel, Chelsea. Donations in 
her memory may be made to 
Temple B’Nai Israel, 1 Wave Ave., 
Revere, MA 02151. Visit torffu-
neralservice.com for an online 
guestbook.

Darlene Sylvia Strowman (Masters) Harris, of Everett, formerly of Revere
Mark M. Lerner of Peabody, 

formerly of Chelsea, died on 
December 28, 2017 at the age 
of 64. He was the beloved hus-
band of Faith (Ansin) Lerner and 
the devoted father of Samantha 
Lerner and her husband Cody 
Ross. He was the loving son of the 
late Harry and Sarah Lerner. Mark 
was the dear brother of Vicki L. 
Amgott and her husband Gordon 
and the dear brother-in-law of 
Barry Ansin. He was the loving 
uncle of Rachel and Stefanie 
Amgott. Mark was an extended 
family member of Richard and 
Loretta Band and “Uncle Markie” 
to Stephanie, Josh and Jonathan 
Band. 

Mark was a longtime member 
of Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody. 
He was also a past president of the 

Men’s Club at Temple Ner Tamid, 
where he received the “Keeper 
of the Flame” award from the 
Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs. 
He was also a past member of 
Toastmasters and a loving dog 
owner and dog rescuer. 

Services were held at Temple 
Ner Tamid, Peabody on December 
31. Interment followed in Peabody. 
Donations in Mark’s memory may 
be made to American Diabetes 
Association, 2451 Crystal Dr., Suite 
900, Arlington, VA 22202; Temple 
Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody, 
MA 01960; or to Angell Memorial 
Hospital, 350 South Huntington 
Ave., Boston, MA 02130. Assisting 
the family with arrangements 
was Torf Funeral Service, Chelsea. 
Visit torffuneralservice.com for an 
online guestbook. 

Mark M. Lerner, 64, of Peabody, formerly of Chelsea

Selma Waxman of Lake Worth, 
Fla., formerly of West Peabody, 
passed away on December 28, 
2017. Selma was 92 years old.

Selma was the devoted 
and beloved wife of Harold H. 
Waxman for 71 years. She was 
the loving mom to Richard 
and Bonnie Barrasso of West 
Peabody, Stephen and Wendy 
Siden of Hampton, N.H., Peter 
and Robin Stockley of Ilkley, 
England, and Jon and Rhonda 
Waxman of Merrimack, N.H. She 
was adored by her grandchil-
dren Matthew, Michelle, Jared, 
Suzanne, Jeremy, Justin, Ashley 
and Joshua, and her great-
granddaughters Maia, Maelyn, 
Finley and Camdyn.

Burial was private. Dona-
tions may be made to the Kaplan 
Family Hospice House in Danvers 
in honor of Selma’s memory.

More obituaries on page 19

Selma Waxman, 92, of Lake Worth, Fla.,  
formerly of West Peabody

Dorothy Weisberg, 93, for-
merly of Marblehead, passed 
peacefully on December 29, 
2017 at Brudnick Center in 
Peabody. She was the loving 
wife of the late Henry Weisberg, 
with whom she shared 40 years 
of marriage until his passing in 
1986.

Born in Chelsea, she was 
the daughter of the late George 
and Gertrude (Oskerwitz) 
Sacks. Henry and Dorothy co-
founded A1 Exterminators in 
Lynn in 1953. Together they 
worked to grow their business 
until her retirement in 1997 
at age 72. Their business con-
tinues to grow and thrive with 
offices in Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Cape Cod and the 
Islands.

Dorothy was a member of 
the former Temple Israel in 
Swampscott for many years. She 
was also a member and vol-
unteer for SCORE, a non-profit 
organization that helps mentor 
small businesses owners. She 
also was a volunteer ombuds-
man for various nursing homes 

on the North Shore.
Left to cherish her memory 

are her sons Gary Weisberg and 
his wife Peggy of Gloucester, 
Scott Weisberg and his wife 
Anne of Salem; her daughters 
Gayle Benson of Haverhill and 
Amy Hand of Marco Island, 
Fla. She also leaves her ador-
ing grandchildren Melissa 
Donovan, Jeffrey Weisberg, 
Anita Russo, Michael, Samantha 
and David Weisberg, Lindsay 
and Benjamin Benson, Erin and 
Gregory James and her eight 
great-grandchildren. In addi-
tion to her parents and hus-
band of blessed memory, she 
was preceded in death by her 
sister Anita Sacks.

Funeral services were held 
on January 2 at Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
Salem. Burial followed in 
Congregation Shirat Hayam 
of the North Shore Cemetery, 
Temple Israel Section. Memorial 
contributions can be made 
in Dorothy’s name to Jewish 
Family Services (jfswm.org).

Dorothy Weisberg, 93, formerly of Marblehead

Maxine R. (Glassman) Slipsky, 
formerly of Quincy, Lynn, 
Hazelton, Penn., and North 
Miami Beach, Fla., entered into 
rest on December 14, 2017 in 
Albuquerque, N.M. She was 92.

Maxine was the beloved wife 
and widow of Myer H. Slipsky. She 
was the devoted mother of Ellen 
(Donald) Satz of Albuquerque, 
Richard (Mary Jane) Slipsky of 
Raleigh, N.C., Robert Slipsky of 
Columbus, Ohio, and her adopted 
daughter Joan (Stewart) Ogden 

of Salt Lake City, Utah. She was 
the sister of Anne (Alvin) Snyder 
of McLain, Va. She also leaves 
10 grandchildren, seven great-
grandchildren, and one great-
great-granddaughter.

Maxine remembered every 
birthday of every child (and 
spouse), grandchild, niece and 
nephew with a card and cash. She 
attended every wedding, includ-
ing one in Poland, and every Bar/
bat mitzvah. Family was her rea-
son for being. 

Maxine made lifelong friends 
wherever she lived. She consid-
ered them all silver and gold; and 
in some cases, she considered 
them family. As was her stated 
goal, she lived long enough and 
was most pleased to see her Red 
Sox win the World Series. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the American Parkinson 
Disease Association, Parkinson 
Plaza, 135 Parkinson Ave., Staten 
Island, NY 10305-1425 (apdapar-
kinson.org). 

Maxine R. (Glassman) Slipsky, 92, formerly of Quincy and Lynn

Rose A.L. (Brimberg) 
Rosenthal, 94, a resident of 
Marblehead for most of her life, 
died peacefully on January 4, 2018 
at the Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick 
Center for Living in Peabody. 

Rose was born in Boston in 
1923, the daughter of Samuel and 
Fannie (Marx) Brimberg. She was 
the beloved wife of the love of her 
life, the late David A. Rosenthal, 
who passed last June and with 
whom she had celebrated 68 
years of marriage last May. Rose 
was the devoted and loving moth-
er of Francine and her husband 
Alan Temkin of Beverly and Paul 
Rosenthal of Amesbury; the cher-
ished grandmother of Stefanie 
and her husband Jesse Jalbert of 
Beverly, Jennifer Temkin of New 
York, and Joshua Rosenthal and 
his wife Lexie of York, Maine; and 
the adoring great-grandmother of 
Harper, Lexi and Kinsley Jalbert. 
She was the dear sister of Edith 

Tenovsky of Swampscott and is 
also survived by several nieces 
and nephews.  

She was a devoted member of 
Temple Israel, now Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore, 
for over 50 years. Nothing was 
more dear to Rose than her family; 
Rose and her late husband David 

were inseparable, and could often 
be seen holding hands through-
out their 68 years of marriage. 
Together, they enjoyed raising 
and spending time making so 
many wonderful memories with 
their children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 
Chapel, Salem on January 8. 
Interment followed at Adath-
Jeshurun Cemetery, 350 Grove 
St., W. Roxbury. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations in Rose’s name 
may be made to Jeffrey and 
Susan Brudnick Center for Living, 
240 Lynnfield St., Peabody, MA 
01960 (chelseajewish.org); Care 
Dimensions Hospice Care, 75 
Sylvan St., Suite B-102, Danvers 
MA 01923 (caredimensions.org); 
or Jack Satter House, 420 Revere 
Beach Blvd., Revere, MA 02151 
(hebrewseniorlife.org/jack-sat-
ter-house).

Rose A.L. (Brimberg) Rosenthal, 94, of Marblehead

Honor your friend  
or loved one  

with a donation to  
the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of Jewish life  

in our communities.
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OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief 
notices for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 200 words 
cost $100; longer submissions 
will be charged accordingly. 
Photographs cost $25 each; 
emailed photos should be sent 
as jpeg or tiff files. Submissions 
are subject to editing for style 
and space limitations. Obituaries 
can be mailed, faxed, emailed 
or hand-delivered to our office. 
For further information, contact 
your local funeral home; call 
Andrew at the Jewish Journal 
at 978-745-4111 x174; or email 
andrew@jewishjournal.org.



Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
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web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington St., Canton, MA
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Closed Saturdays

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise, contact lois@jewishjournal.org 
or marcy@jewishjournal.org or call 978-745-4111

Event Planning
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LookingAhead
DRAWN 
FROM LIFE

Join us for a session 
with George Freedman whose 
editorial cartoons have appeared 
in every issue of the Jewish 
Journal since 1981. He will talk 
about the process of developing 
a cartoon and will present a 
selection of his work. $10 per 
person.

11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. You must 
register in advance by January 16 by calling  
781-631-8330. JCCNS, 4 Community Rd., Marblehead.

JAN 
19

JANUARY 12
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
COMMUNITY SERVICE Temple 
Emanu-El of Haverhill will hold 
its annual Shabbat service 
honoring the late Reverend 
Martin Luther King Jr. The 
service will follow the weekly 
Sabbath liturgy and will include 
selected readings from the 
writings of Dr. King. 7 p.m. The 
temple is located at 514 Main 
St., Haverhill.

JANUARY 17
YACHAD YOUNG ADULT 
SOCIAL GROUP  Join monthly 
young adult social group for 
exciting activities such as 
scavenger hunts, movie nights, 
art projects and more. Pizza 
will be served. Free. Ages 
16-25. New England Yachad, 
384 Harvard Street, Brookline. 
6:30 - 8 p.m. RSVP: yachad.
org/newengland/events/
series/2191/2017-18-yaya-
social-group. Contact Ilana 
Kruger, krugeri@ou.org, 617-
209-6799 ext 4.

TAMMY 
BOTTNER

Local Pediatrician and 
Memoirist Tammy 

Bottner to speak about her memoir, 
Among the Reeds: The True Story of How a 
Family Survived the Holocaust.

 A continental breakfast will be served 
at 9:30 a.m., and the presentation will 
follow at 10 a.m. A donation of $10 per person is suggested. Last minute 
walk-ins are welcome, but participants are asked to help with planning 
by contacting the temple office at Nancy@TempleEmanu-El.org or 
978.373.3861 by Wednesday, January 24. Temple Emanu-El, 514 Main 
Street, Haverhill.

JAN 
19

JANUARY 18
THE SACRED ART AND 
BEAUTIFUL MATH OF RACHEL 
BRAUN What happens when 
you combine a passion for 
embroidery, Jewish text, 
mathematics and graph paper? 
Rachel Braun explores how 
Jewish and Biblical texts can 
be embroidered – literally 
and figuratively – in original 
needlecraft designs. Rachel 
is a high school mathematics 
teacher, Torah chanter, 
synagogue service leader, 
and Jewish educator. 7 p.m. 
Hadassah-Brandeis Institute, 
Women’s Studies Research 
Center, 515 South St., Waltham. 
brandeis.edu/hbi. 

JANUARY 19
SHABBAT DINNER & LECTURE 
featuring renowned scholar 
Mrs. Sara Esther Crispe. A 
Torah Approach to Successful 
Communication. Speech defines 
us as human beings. How we 
speak determines the type of 
human being we are. Learn 
how to communicate, through 
5 stages, feelings of need, hurt 
and criticism in a constructive 
and loving manner. Couvert: 
$30 person, $54 couple. RSVP’s 
a must at: chabadave.wufoo.
com/forms/shabbat-dinner-and-
lecture. This event is for adults 
and young adults. There will not 
be any children programming. 
Chabad of the North Shore, 44 
Burril St., Swampscott. 

JANUARY 20
RHEA SIMON JAZZ TRIO  will 
warm you up ‘nice and cozy’ 
a the Colonial Inn. The “Hot” 
Jazz will be playing near the 
warm fireplace in the Forge 
Tavern, 7:30 - 10:30 p.m., 48 
Monument Sq., Concord, MA. 
978-369-9200 

FAMILY HAVDALAH 
EXPERIENCE The Kabbalah of 
Love: We all want it. We all 
need it. But how do we get it? 
Or keep it? Learn the Jewish 
understanding of what love is 
and how to become one’s other 
whole, and not their other half. 
Following the Family Havdalah, 
parents will be treated to a 
class on Jewish Love while the 
children enjoy Havdalah theme 
fun! This event is free and open 
to all families looking for a fun 
meaningful evening. 6:15 p.m. 
Chabad of the North Shore, 44 
Burril St., Swampscott. 

LORRAINE AND BENNETT 
HAMMOND perform at to the 
New Moon Coffeehouse. The 
duo’s repertoire ranges in style 
from classical through Celtic, 
blues and contemporary. 8 p.m. 
New Moon Coffeehouse in the 
Universalist Unitarian Church, 
16 Ashland St., Haverhill. $20; 
$10 - 18 and under. Tickets are 
at the door starting at 6:30; 
doors open at 7:30, online: 
newmooncoffeehouse.org, or by 
calling 978-459-5134.

HOT SHABBAT Mind Control: 

FINE CHINESE CUISINE
373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Plan Your Upcoming Events at Su Chang’s!
LIVE MUSIC FROM 6:30-8:30 ON WEDNESDAYS
Rehearsal Dinners • Anniversaries • Birthdays

SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials: MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm

TEL 978-531-3366 • FAX 978-531-3060 • www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200 

Week of Friday, Jan 12, 2018 through Thursday, Jan 18, 2018

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

PADDINGTON 2 (PG) 
Fri: (4:15), 6:45, 9:15

Sat: (11:15 AM), (1:45),  
(4:15), 6:45, 9:15

Sun & Mon: (11:15 AM),  
(1:45), (4:15), 6:45

Tue - Thu: (4:15), 6:45

THE POST (PG-13) 
Fri: (4:30), 7:00, 9:40

Sat: (11:30 AM), (2:00),  
(4:30), 7:00, 9:40

Sun & Mon: (11:30 AM),  
(2:00), (4:30), 7:00

Tue - Thu: (4:30), 7:00

DEVIL’S GATE (NR) 
Showing in our intimate 18-seat screening room

Fri & Sat: (4:50), 9:45
Sun - Thu: (4:50 PM)

KILLING FOR LOVE (R) 
Showing in our intimate 18-seat screening room

Fri: 7:20 PM
Sat - Mon: (11:40 AM), (2:35), 7:20

Tue - Thu: 7:20 PM
LADY BIRD (R) 

Fri: (5:00), 7:15, 9:30
Sat: (12:30), (2:45), (5:00), 7:15, 9:30

Sun & Mon: (12:30), (2:45), (5:00), 7:15
Tue - Thu: (5:00), 7:15

THIS PERFECT PLACE:  
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
(NR) 

Mon - Thu: 4:30 PM
THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 

Showing in our intimate 18-seat screening room
Fri: 6:30 PM • Sat & Sun: 2:00, 6:30

Mon - Thu: 6:30 PM
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MONDAYS 
TORAH CLASS WITH RABBI DAVID 
COHEN-HENRIQUEZ Add your voice to 
centuries of commentaries in this engaging 
and exciting class led by Rabbi David 
Cohen-Henriquez. 7:30 p.m. Temple Sinai, 1 
Community Rd., Marblehead.

SENIOR JAZZ HOUR AND LUNCH All seniors 
are welcome to enjoy a live performance 
by the Insight Band and share a delicious 
complimentary lunch at the JCCNS. First 
Monday of every month.  11 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m.  RSVP to Sara Ewing at 781-476-9913 or 
sewing@jccns.com.

ZUMBA FITNESS Co-sponsored by Temple 
Ner Tamid & NSJCC. $5 per class. Instructor: 
Jenn Pomerantz. 6:15 - 7:15 p.m. Call Arlyne 
Greenspan at 978-471-5520.

TUESDAYS
ISRAELI DANCING No partner needed, all 
levels welcome. 8-9:15 p.m. Temple Ner 
Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody. $2 donation. 
978-532-1293. office@templenertamid.org.

NEW PARENT SUPPORT GROUP  Mothers 
and/or fathers can give and receive support, 
and ask questions. Open to all. Free. 10:45 
a.m. - 12:15 p.m. JCCNS, 4 Community Rd., 
Marblehead. jccns.org.

WEDNESDAYS
KNITTING KNIGHTS Join the JCCNS for 
casual evenings of knitting and chat. Every 
first Wednesday of the month. Open to all 
ages. Free. 7:30-9 p.m. RSVP sewing@

jccns.com. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead. jccns.org. 

THURSDAYS
ADULT TORAH STUDIES  With Rabbi Steven 
Lewis. 11 a.m. Temple Ahavat Achim, 86 
Middle St., Gloucester. taagloucester.org.

FRIDAYS 
SENIOR LUNCH AND LEARN Seniors are 
invited to participate in a class or enjoy a 
guest speaker on the third Friday of each 
month and stay to socialize over lunch! 11 
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Register in advance by 
calling 781-631-8330. JCCNS, 4 Community 
Rd., Marblehead. jccns.org.

SATURDAYS 
TORAH STUDY Temple Emanu-El invites 
everybody to lay-led Torah Study. The first 
Shabbat of every month is led by Rabbi 
Meyer. 9 - 10 a.m. Temple Emanu-El, 393 
Atlantic Ave., Marblehead. 781-631-9300. 
emanu-el.org.

SUNDAYS 
ISRAELI FOLK DANCING starting January 
1st. Learn new dance every Sunday. 7:30 – 9 
p.m. at Temple Sinai. Admission $2. Contact 
Jane Mikityansky at mikityansky@aol.com 
to be put on a mailing list to receive updates 
about dances and inclement weather. 1 
Community Rd., Marblehead.

ONGOING 

Submit your events to: 
calendar@jewishjournal.org

REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

Weaver OrthOdOntics
Orthodontics for Adults, Adolescents and Children

DR. BUCK WEAVER  /  DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street  / Swampscott 01907

781-581-1550  /  www.weaverortho.com

HEARING

Doctor Trusted, Patient Voted #1
600 Loring Avenue, Salem, MA

978-607-0062 • renewhearing.net

Personalized home care services 
from 1-hour a week to 24-hrs a day

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

781-245-1880  abchhp.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME HEALTH CARE

Specializing in private duty  
home care for over 25 years

TONYA NASH
Hours: 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

781-775-7284
www.TopsPassionateHomeCare.com

TOPS PASSIONATE
PRIVATE HOME CARE

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

HEALTH SERVICES

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

PRIVATE DUTY CARE	
	

	

	
	
	
	

Concierge Level Home Care 
	
	

Case	Management	
Medical	Escort	

	

Memory	Care	•	Personal	Care	
	

Meticulous	Staff	Selection	
Companions	•	Home	Health	Aides	

LPNs	•	RNs	
	

Providing	Up	to	24/7	Care	
	

Fully	Bonded	and	Insured	
	

8	Cherry	Street	•	Danvers,	MA	01923	
978-500-5161	

AberdeenHomeCareInc.com	
	

Specializing in Private Duty Home Care Since 2001 

	

ELDER SERVICES

Serving Danvers, Marblehead, Salem,  
Middleton & Peabody Since 1976 

978-750-4540     www.nselder.org 

Information, Support & Services for  
our local area older adults 

To advertise in 
The Jewish Journal’s 

HEALTH 
SERVICES 

DIRECTORY
contact: 

lois@jewishjournal.org

or 

marcy@ 
jewishjournal.org

 or call 978-745-4111

Does it really matter what we think if we don’t ever speak those thoughts, let alone act 
on them? Isn’t daydreaming harmless? Aren’t our actions all that really count? Join Sara 
Esther Crispe as we delve into the inner dimensions of our foundational characteristics, 
and learn how they are the basis for how we interact with the world around us. Free and 
open to all. 11 a.m. Chabad of the North Shore, 44 Burrill St., Swampscott. 

JANUARY 21
NEW ENGLAND TEEN SURPRISE EXTRAVAGANZA Join Yachad, the Diller Teen Fellows, 
and NCSY New England for a special party. This is a SURPRISE extravaganza, so come 
prepared to have a blast! Open to all high-schoolers and Yachad members up to age 
22. 12 - 3 p.m. With dairy, nut-free lunch and snacks. RSVP: yachad.org/newengland/
events/8084/teen-surprise-extravaganza. Contact Ilana Kruger, krugeri@ou.org, 617-209-
6799 ext 4. New England Yachad, 384 Harvard Street, Brookline.

THE AFTERLIFE IN JUDAISM Congregation Beth Israel’s Adult Education Committee 
Presents Rabbi Howard Mandell who will discuss: What is the Jewish perspective on the 
afterlife; what does Judaism believe happens to us once we die. 9 - 9:45 am - Minyan; 
9:50 - 10:30 a.m. - breakfast; 10:35 a.m. - noon - Program. RSVP by Jan. 18 Amy at 
office@BethIsraelMV.org or 978-474-0540. 360 Merrimack St., Building 5, 3rd Floor, 
Lawrence. BethIsraelMV.org.

JANUARY 25
LUNCH & LEARN KOFFEE WITH KUDAN. 12 p.m. Temple Tiferet Shalom Library. Lunch 
will be included (from Larry Levine’s) with an RSVP. Place your lunch order along with 
your RSVP a day before. Office@templetiferetshalom.org. 489 Lowell St., Peabody. 978-
535-2100.

EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONING workshop for parents at Epstein Hillel School. Come learn 
specific ways to support your child’s organization and planning skills at home and in 
school from the experts at the Institute for Learning and Development. 6:30 - 8 p.m. Free. 
RSVP to jrosen@epsteinhillel.org, Epstein Hillel School, 6 Community Rd., Marblehead. 

JANUARY 26
SHABBAT CHAI Join Congregation Beth Israel of the Merrimack Valley for congregational 
singing, accompanied by CBI group of talented musicians, resulting in a spirited and 
uplifting Musical Shabbat. Suggested dinner donation $10 per adult; $25 max per family, 
kids 12 and under - free. 6:30 p.m. dinner; 7:30 service. RSVP to Amy at office@
BethIsraelMV.org or 978-474-0540 no later than noon the Wednesday prior. 360 
Merrimack St., Building 5, 3rd Floor, Lawrence.



PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
CHEVRA MISHNA CEMETERY

8 Lake Shore Road, Lynn, Ma 01904

Предоставляем ритуальные услуги 
Еврейской Общине Северного Берега 

на протяжении пяти поколений
Предварительное планирование включает 

религиозные и светские похоронные услуги, 
продажа мест на кладбище по доступным ценам.

Менеджмент ответит на Ваши вопросы по 
тел. 339-440-6312 или по электронной почте 

prideoflynninfo@gmail.com

Принимаем к оплате
VISA & MC
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Русская Хроника ~ Russian Chronicle
рекламно-информационный выпуск, том 42, номер 12

Редактор выпуска
Юлия Жорова
978-745-4111 доб. 172
yulia@jewishjournal.org

Jewish Journal/Boston North
27 Congress St., 

Suite 501, Salem, 
MA 01970

15 января в США будет отмечаться 
День Мартина Лютера Кинга

2018 Год –  Год Собаки!

Эти очаровательные, веселые, любопытные, задорные и 
разнохарактерные собачки были сделаны в честь Года Собаки руками 
талантливых студентов Gala Art Studio под руководством Галы Соркиной

Набор в студию происходит круглый год, за информацией звоните по 
тел. 339-440-5383.

Моё сердце и душа 
преисполнены великой 
печалью – не стало рядом 
Женечки Альтшуль. 

Есть люди, которые 
поглощают свет и те, которые 
его источают. К последним 
относилась Женя. 

25 лет тому назад  
практически одновременно 
в Линнe поселились три 
Ленинградских семьи –  Гугели, 
Галя и Володя; Альтшуль, 
Фима и Женя с семьей и я. 
Дети быстро нашли работу, 
родители встретились и 
подружились в группе по 
изучению английского языка. 
Лучшей ученицей была Женя. 
Все поздравления учителям 
к праздникам писала она. К 
сожалению, часто посещать 

занятия она не могла, будучи 
обремененной домашними 
заботами, пеклась о детях, 
потом о внуках. 

Женечка была интелли-
гентна, умна, добра, предельно 
доброжелательна, образована, 
скромна. Читала хорошую 

литературу, чувствовала 
поэзию. К великому 
сожалению, последние годы 
была тяжело больна. Но 
её счастье заключалась 
в том, что её окружали 
прекрасные, любящие, са- 
моотверженные дочери, семья 
брата, подрастающие внуки. 
Они делали все возможное 
и невозможное, чтобы 
облегчить её участь. 

Низкий вам поклон от всех 
друзей и наши глубочайшие 
соболезнования. 

И, как сказал классик, "не 
говори с тоской их нет, а с 
благодарностию - были”!!

От имени всех друзей,
Ариадна Бердичевская

Линн

Учимся Израильским Танцам

Новый Год Деревьев - время 
возрождения природы

Зимние 
концерты юных 

пианистов

В память о достойнейшем члене русскоязычной 
общины Линна Евгении Альтшуль

Директор 
Русской 

программы
Елена 

Зелигер

Заведующая 
медицинской 
частью доктор 
Зинаида 
Левина

Royal Rehabilitation Center
В Braintree несколько лет работает 

прекрасный реабилитационный центр 
Royal Rehabilitation Center, в котором 

есть Специализированное Отделение для 
русскоговорящих пациентов “Солнышко”.

Приглашаются все, кто нуждается в восстановлении 
после сложной операции или длительной болезни, 
все, кому нужен круглосуточный медицинский 
уход и контроль. Уютные комнаты, прекрасное 
питание по индивидуальным диетам, хорошо 
организованный досуг. С пациентами работает 
русскоговорящий персонал. Центр расположен 
рядом с общественным транспортом.

День рождения Мартина Лютера 
Кинга-младшего ежегодно отмечается в 
третий понедельник января. Впервые он 
был отмечен в 1986 году.

Мартин Лютер Кинг-младший 
был американским пастором, 
правозащитником и лауреатом 
Нобелевской премии мира. Он был 
одной из ведущих фигур в движении за 
гражданские права афро-американцев и 
главным оратором ненасильственного 
гражданского неповиновения. Самая 
известная его речь — I Have a Dream («У 
меня есть мечта»), которую он произнес 
в 1963 году. В 1968 году он был убит в 
Мемфисе.

Вскоре после убийства Кинга 
профсоюзы начали кампанию по 
учреждению федерального праздника 
в его честь. В 1979 году законопроект 
по учреждению в его день рождения 
федерального праздника был подан на 
голосование в Палату представителей, 
но не получил достаточного количества 
голосов.

Федеральный праздник в честь Кинга 
был учрежден президентом Рональдом 
Рейганом в 1983 году, но был впервые 
отпразднован три года спустя — 20 
января 1986-го. Кинг родился 15 января, 
но праздник отмечается в третий 

понедельник января независимо от даты.
Поначалу, некоторые штаты не хотели 

отмечать этот праздник, ставя под 
сомнение, был ли Кинг достоин такой 
чести. Впервые все 50 штатов официально 
отметили этот праздник лишь в 2000 году.

Некоторые музеи Бостона открывают 
свои двери для бесплатного посещения в 
День Мартина Лютера Кинга:

Museum of Fine Arts (465 Huntington 
Ave.) будет открыт с 10 до 5 часов. Доп. 
информация на сайте mfa.org;

Isabella Steward Gardner Museum 
(25 Evans Way) также открыт для 
бесплатного посещения с 11 утра до 4:30. 
Доп. информация на сайте: isgm.org.

Franklin Park (One Franklin Park Road, 
Dorchester)  Stone Zoo (149 Pond Street, 
Stoneham) будут открыты для посетителей 
с 10 - 4. Доп инфо: zoonewengland.org.

В этот же день, Бостонский Юношеский 
Оркестр, BYSO, приглашает желающих 
на бесплатный концерт в George Sherman 
Union Metcalf Hall, 775 Commonwealth 
Ave., в Бостоне. Начало концерта в 10:30. 
Вход свободный.

В конце января пройдут два 
зимних концерта музыкальных 
школ Северного Берега. 

В субботу, 20 января, 
состоится концерт учеников 
Swampscott Piano School 
под руководством Валерии 
Хенкиной. Начало концерта 
в 2 часа, второе отделение 
начнется в 3:45. 

Адрес: Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Greater Lynn, 101 
Forest Ave, Swampscott.

В субботу, 27 января, в 
том же помещении состоится 
концерт студентов Marblehead 
Piano Studio под руководством 
Елены Драбкин. Начало 
концерта в 2 часа, второе 
отделение начнется в 4.

По воскресеньям, с 7:30 до 9 вечера, в помещении синагоги Temple Sinai в Марблхеде 
(1 Community Rd.), рядом с JCCNS, собираются любители Израильского Танца. 
Приглашаются все желающие. Каждый урок посвящяется разучиванию новго танца. 
За доп. информацией и по любым вопросам обращайтесь к Жене Микитянской: mik-
ityansky@aol.com

Пятнадцатый день месяца Шват (31 января). В этот день, 
называемый Новым годом деревьев, в Стране Израиля обычно 
заканчивается сезон дождей и природа возрождается.

В древнем еврейском государстве было принято, как 
предписывает Тора, ежегодно отделять десятинy от yрожая 
плодов в пользy священников и левитов, занятыx службой в 
Храме, не имевших земельных наделов, и десятинy в пользу 
бедныx. Поскольку такое действие должно производиться 
ежегодно, то запрещено было отделять десятинy от yрожая 
одного года в счет yрожая дрyгого года. Праздник Ту Би-Шват 
установлен мудрецами для отделения yрожая одного года от 
yрожая другого.

В этот день нет запретов на работу и он не упоминается в 
молитвах. Но сложились некоторые традиции его отмечания. 
В этот день сажают деревья, а праздничная трапеза состоит 
из фруктов и злаков, произрастающих на Земле Обетованной. 
Это – финики, оливы, виноград, гранаты т.д. Отмечая Новый 
Год деревьев, евреи вспоминают сказанное в Торе о фруктовых 
деревьях: нельзя не только срубать, но ломать их, ибо они дают 
плоды человеку. У человека много общего с деревом. Так же 
как и дерево, человек держится своими корнями. Именно корни, 
хотя они и не видны, дают силу дереву и человеку. 



Call Bonnie 773-368-2275

CARYN BARK
Are people laughing at your events?

They will be with comic Caryn Bark’s 
evening of laughter!

What’s So Funny About Being Jewish

Ca
ry

nB
ar

k.
co

m

Skokiegurl@gmail.com

Caryn has brought laughter
to countless communities, 
JCCs, synagogues, and theaters  
throughout North America. 
Now booking in the Boston area
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Hadassah Boston held its 
2018 Installation Celebration 
at Temple Emanuel on Dec 14. 
New officers were installed and 
outgoing officers thanked for 
their outstanding service at the 
ceremony.

Attendees enjoyed a social 
hour and refreshments before 
Rav/Hazzan Aliza Berger began 
the Installation with a special 
Hanukkah celebration. Israel 
Consul General to New England, 
Yehuda Yaakov, then spoke 
about the outstanding patient 
care at Hadassah Hospital 
and the excellent training that 
Hadassah doctors from all over 
the world receive.

Rabbi Suzanne Offit dis-
charged and installed the offi-
cers while Nancy Falchuk, Past 
Hadassah Boston president and 
24th National Hadassah presi-
dent, discussed the significant 
and extraordinary connection 
between Hadassah, Israel and 
the United States. 

Outgoing President Varda E. 
Farber commented on the suc-
cess of Hadassah Boston dur-
ing her three-year term before 
incoming President Debbie 
Knight spoke about being grate-
ful for the opportunity to serve 
Hadassah Boston and inspired 
to bring the region to new 
heights.

Hadassah, the Women’s 
Zionist Organization of America, 
is a volunteer organization that 

inspires a passion for and com-
mitment to its partnership with 
the land and people of Israel. It 
enhances the health of people 
worldwide through its support of 
medical care and research at the 
Hadassah Medical Organization 
in Jerusalem. Hadassah empow-
ers its members and supporters, 
as well as youth in Israel and 
America through opportunities 
for personal growth, education, 
advocacy and Jewish continuity.

Hadassah Boston inducts officers

Hadassah Boston Presidents from the past 30 years. From left: 
Ellen Zarrow-Nissenbaum, Valerie Lowenstein, Robin Shuman, Varda 
Farber, Mady Donoff, Mazine Wolf, Sara Aronson, Rabbi Suzanne 
Offit, Debbie Knight, and Nancy Falchuk.On Dec. 25, members from 

Jewish War Veterans posts 
throughout Massachusetts, 
assisted by the descendants of 
JWV teamed to help serve the 
holiday brunch to the veterans 
and residents of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home. For over 60 
years, Jewish War Veterans of 

Massachusetts from across the 
state have gathered to make this 
traditional annual event part of 
a joyful holiday season. This 
year’s event included members 
from Jewish War Veterans Prince 
Strauss/Benjamin Groman Post 
161 and North Shore Post 220. 

Jewish War Veterans serve Christmas meal

NOTICES
ABELON, Leon Hiram, 81 – late 
of Lakewood, N.J., formerly of 
Lynn. Died on December 22, 
2017. Son of the late Philip 
and Betty (Ashman) Abelon. 
Father of Daniel Abelon and 
his wife Erika of Brooklyn, N.Y., 
and Deborah Levine and her 
husband Jason of Cambridge. 
Brother of Joseph Abelon and 
his partner Roseanne Duchane of 
Lynn, and Martin Abelon and his 
wife Sandy of Fla. Grandfather 
of Samuel Abelon, Benjamin 
Abelon, and Ruth Levine. (Torf)

ALPERT, Neil Charles – late of 
Danvers, formerly of Peabody 
and Chelsea. Died on January 
6, 2018. Husband of the late 
Marlene (Rutman) Alpert. Father 
of Jennifer Alpert, Stefanie 
Alpert Spaulding and her hus-
band William, David Lew and 
his wife Rebecca, Eric Alpert, 
and Rebecca Alpert. Brother of 
Faith Sable and her husband the 
late Melvin Sable. Grandfather 
of Sophia, Anya, Juliana, Josh, 
Connor, Carson, Maxwell, Noah 
and the late Carter. (Torf)

BROWN, Phyllis (Goldberg), 
77 – late of Swampscott. Died 
on January 4, 2018. Daughter of 
the late Benjamin Goldberg and 
Helen (Finkelstein) Goldberg. 
Sister of Harry Goldberg of Fort 
Lee, N.J. Aunt of Andrew S. 
Goldberg and Ross C. Goldberg. 
Mother of the late Russell K. 
Brown. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

BUCHHOLZ, Raymond “Ray,” 
88 – late of Medford, former-
ly of Malden. Died on January 
1, 2018. Husband of Rosalyn 
(Chalfin) Buchholz. Father of Ron 
Buchholz of Medford, Steven 
Buchholz of Hampstead, N.H., 
and Karen Buchholz of Boston. 
Son of the late Samuel Buchholz 
and Carrie (Silk) Buchholz. 
Brother of the late Myron 
Buchholz. Loving grandfather 
of Brian Buchholz of N.Y., Ariel 
Buchholz of N.H., and Jacob 
Buchholz of Andover. (Torf)

DeWITT, Rose D., 94 – late of 
Peabody. Died on December 23, 
2017. Wife of the late Seymour 
DeWitt. Daughter of the late 
David and Julia (Balisok) Shapiro. 
Mother of Steven DeWitt of 
Nashua, N.H., and Marshall 
DeWitt and his wife Kerry of 
Wilmington, N.C. Sister of the 
late Max Shapiro, the late Bess 
Hoffman, and the late Muriel 
Shapiro. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

GLASS, Beatrice (Bea), 93 – 
late of Peabody, formerly of 
Everett and Osterville. Died on 
December 28, 2017. Daughter 
of the late Jacob and Mary 
(Kaufman) Glass. Sister of 
Muriel Baker of Peabody, and 
sister-in-law of the late Max 
Baker. Aunt of Dan and Rebecca 
Baker of New York City, Shelley 
Baker of Lynnfield, and Arthur 
Schneider of Newton, the late 
Arlyn Schneider and the late 
Stephen Baker. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

LEVOVSKY, Marion (Baggs), 
92 – late of Chelsea, formerly 
of Everett. Died on December 
26, 2017. Wife of the late 
David Levovsky. Sister of Hope 
Mercer, the late Walter Baggs, 
and Olive Thorne. Aunt of 
many nieces and nephews in 
Newfoundland. Friend of James 
and his late wife Lillian Smith. 
(Goldman)

MILLSTONE, Sheila (Swalnick), 
72 – late of Revere. Died 
on January 1, 2018. Wife of 
Michael Millstone. Daughter of 
the late Samuel and Jeannette 
(Venooker) Swalnick. Mother 
of Ira Millstone and his wife 
Kelly of Pelham, N.H., and Jay 

Millstone and his wife Dawn 
of Wakefield. Grandmother of 
Samuel, Patrick, Amelia and 
Connor. Sister of the late Lewis 
Swalnick and sister-in-law of 
Phyllis, Anne and Tina. (Torf)

RUBIN, Ann (Katzefman), 95 – 
late of Brookline and Malden. 
Died on January 6, 2018. Wife 
of the late Leonard Rubin. 
Mother of Judith Rubin, Joyce 
Rubin, Richard Rubin, Arthur 
Rubin, and James Rubin. Sister 
of the late Beatrice Razin and 
Benjamin Katzefman. Daughter 
of the late Abraham and Sarah 
Katzefman. (Goldman)

SHAFFER, Henry – late of 
Revere, formerly of Chelsea. 
Died on December 24, 2017. 
Husband of the late Beatrice 
(Pirkovitz) Shaffer. Son of the 
late Avrum and Ethel Shaffer. 
Uncle of Johanna Alper and 
Amy Alper of Colo., Susan 
Cohen of N.Y., Russell Pirkot of 
Greenfield, Donald Alper of W. 
Roxbury, Andy Cohen of Tenn., 
Gerald Pirkot of Randolph, 
Murray Bass of N.J., Joshua 
Alper of Belmont, and Daniel 
Cohen of Mass. (Torf)

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM    Friday 7 AM - 2 PM, 
Closed Saturday.                      

Free Parking 

Zayde’s Market                       
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:                                                                   
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!                                                               

    www.zaydesmarket.com           781-828-3530 

Rainbow                                                             

Bagels                                                                  

Are Awesome                                                       
 

Looking for a                              Caterer 
Call us 

marcy@jewishjournal.org  

Catering By Zayde’s                                          
Share your next event with us!                                                    

Fresh Roasted and delivered weekly                               
Armeno Coffee’s………...10%Off 
Family Pack                                                
Legs Quarter………….........$2.79lb. 
Boneless                                                                     
Short Ribs……………………$13.99lb. 
Empire                                                                 
Honey Smoked Tukey..….$6.49lb. 
Meal Mart                                                                 
Amazing Meals...10 Varieties..$4.29Pk                                                                                
Meal Mart      6oz Retail Pkg.                                                                         
Sliced Deli Meats…From..$2.59 pk     

Sales Prices Good Thru January 5, 2018 
Closed New Years Day                  

Delivery Fees of $5.00 and up                                                    
See our Web site & Facebook page 

Sparkling Wines 
Champagne                   
Appetizers        

Complete Dinners     
Desserts 

We have it all                                 

More obituaries on page 15

Veterans and residents of the Chelsea Soldiers’ Home enjoyed a 
holiday brunch on Dec. 25

The Jewish Journal is happy to print your news at no charge:  
birth announcements, engagements, weddings, job promotions, 
events and other simchas. Photos are welcome if space permits. 

Submissions are subject to editing for style and length. Send 
your news to Steve at rosenberg@jewishjournal.org.



Every so often, art is created  
with brick and mortar.  

Think of me as your art dealer … let’s talk.

Kathleen Lynn Murphy   |   72 Front Street   |   Marblehead  MA  01945
781.631.1898   |   KathleenMurphyRealEstate.com   |   KathleenLynn.Murphy@SothebysRealty.com
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TODAY’S MENSCHION: IRA ROSENBERG

Honorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
exceptional contributions close to home and around the world

A A A

Ira, please tell us about your upbringing.
I grew up in Malden. My father was raised in 

Quebec and my mother was born in Stoughton. My 
father was a butcher. I have a sister, Sandra, who 
moved to Israel over 20 years ago. I grew up on Mt. 
Vernon Street – right down the street from Arthur 
Epstein, who to this day is one of my best friends.

There was anti-Semitism in Malden growing up. 
There was always a group of non-Jews ready to beat 
us up and call us names. I don’t believe Jews should 
turn the other cheek; they should fight back. 

As a kid, I worked as a soda jerk at the local drug 
store, a job I loved.  

You joined the Navy at 17?
Yes. I didn’t like school, I wasn’t the best student 

in the world and I didn’t care. So, in 1955, I quit 
high school and joined the Navy at the age of 17, 
much to my parents’ chagrin. I was stationed 
on the USS Forrestal for the next two years, not 
realizing how that would change me forever. I had 
a lot of responsibility on the ship. Soon I became 
the youngest third class Aviation Boatswain’s Mate. 
What an adventure for a kid!

How did you get into the car business?
I got out of the Navy, and was working at Porter 

Chevrolet in Cambridge, changing tires in the 
used car department, while attending Suffolk 
University. In 1958, I left school and worked at 
Porter Chevrolet full time. The first car I sold was 
a ’59 Chevy Impala, with a white painted roof and 
turquoise bottom. I sold it for full price. I said, ‘This 
isn’t so hard.’ 

In 1961, I left Porter Chevrolet to start a career 
selling products on the road. I definitely felt this 
was not going to work out for me. 

In 1963, my wife saw a job listing for working 
at a car dealership. I immediately went down to 
Sea Crest Cadillac Pontiac on the Lynnway and 

applied for a job. After waiting for three days, they 
finally gave me a job on a 30-day trial basis. After a 
month, I learned that other salesmen were stealing 
my customers. I knew that I had to become a lion 
to become the top salesman there. After that, I 
decided I wanted my own dealership – and at 
the age of 30, I opened up a little used car lot on 
Highland Ave. in Salem, with two borrowed used 
cars and my last paycheck of $140. 

After six years, I heard about a Toyota dealership 
on High Street in Danvers that was going broke. So 
I went home, I got a suit, and I borrowed another 
dealer’s Cadillac, and drove to the Toyota dealership 
and went into the place like a big shot. I went into 
the owner’s office and we agreed on a deal in 15 
minutes. Rather than cash, I offered to take over his 
creditors.

In 1976, I moved from downtown Danvers to 
Route 114 to a closed doughnut shop. I started 
selling a lot of cars and I decided that the 
dealership was too small, so I bought a piece of 
property across the street, and opened a brand new 

Oldsmobile Toyota store. This was around 1980 and 
business really took off!

I started buying other dealerships. I became the 
first Lexus dealership in New England. I also had 
Toyota, Oldsmobile, Mazda, Pontiac, Porsche, and 
Audi – I had seven dealerships in Danvers within 
1½ miles of each other on Route 114.

You “retired” around 20 years ago, and then 
unretired, and recently retired again?

Twenty years ago, my wife got sick and we 
decided to spend our winters in Florida, leaving our 
son, David, in charge of the dealerships. Four years 
later, she was feeling better and I wanted to get 
back in the car business. My son told me about two 
dealerships for sale, a Toyota and Hyundai store in 
Saco, Maine, which we bought. 

You’ve been involved in a lot of philanthropy.
I believe if you take from the community, you’ve 

got to give back to the community. We just made a 
major donation to Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
along with many other charities on the North 
Shore. 

The guy upstairs has been very good to us!

What’s the key to making a sale?
You’ve got to love selling, and people, and it’s got 

to be genuine. I love people. I love to talk to people; 
I love to kibbitz. When I was at the dealerships I 
used to go around to the departments talking to the 
customers. I was the only dealer I ever knew who 
was very visible. You’ve got to love people. 

I believe in three major philosophies in doing 
business.

1. PMA: Positive Mental Attitude.
2. Fire in the belly: An intense desire to succeed.
3. YCDBSOYA: You Can’t Do Business Sitting On 

Your “Tush.”
I owe my success to my wife, Judy, who has 

always been at my side all these years. 

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

Ira Rosenberg’s name has been synonymous 
with car dealerships on the North Shore 
for the last 50 years. A native of Malden, 

Rosenberg rose from modest roots to become 
one of the most successful auto dealers in 
New England. He owned seven dealerships on 
Route 114 in Danvers before selling them about 
20 years ago. Over the years, he has become 
increasingly involved with many charities 
and foundations. Ira and his wife Judy live in 
Marblehead and Boca Raton, Fla. They have 
three children, David, Brian and Lori, and eight 
grandchildren. 

Judy and Ira Rosenberg

David and Ira Rosenberg

“I believe if you take from  
the community, you’ve got to  
give back to the community.” 
                   – Ira Rosenberg
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