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A resolution recently approved by the Tufts University student 
senate that calls on the college to divest from four companies that do 
business with Israel has left students active in Tufts Hillel unsettled 
but resolute that the vote does not define or reflect the strong and 
vibrant Jewish life on the liberal arts campus that includes several other student 
groups that support Israel.

The non-binding measure submitted by members of Students for Justice in 
Palestine, “A Resolution Calling for Tufts University to End Investments in The Israeli 
Occupation,” passed the Tufts Community Union 
Senate on a vote of 17 in favor and six opposed, with 
eight abstentions, on Sunday night, April 9, a day 
before the start of Passover, when many Jewish stu-
dents had already left to celebrate the holiday with 
their families.

It calls for divestment from, or not to begin invest-
ing in Elbit Systems, G4S, Northrop Grumman and 
Hewlett Packard Enterprise and to screen its invest-
ments for human rights compliance.

The resolution, submitted just three days before 
the vote, took Hillel leaders by surprise, according to 
Rabbi Jeffrey Summit, Neubauer executive director 
of Tufts Hillel.

“We had zero warning,” Summit told the Journal. 
“We thought it was shameful and intolerant that they 
did this on the night before Passover. There was a 
strong call by students to postpone the vote,” both 
before and during the meeting, he said. But there 
were enough votes to push it through, he acknowl-
edged.

Others also faulted the process including the New 
England office of the American Jewish Congress and 
the New England Anti Defamation League, both of 
which issued statements criticizing the vote.

“It would appear their strategy was a surprise attack on the pro-
Israel community on campus,” Robert Trestan told the Journal in a 
phone conversation, emphasizing that it cut off an opportunity for 
students to discuss and debate the issue.

“It’s disrespectful to the campus community to sneak something in this way 
and then claim victory,” added Trestan, regional director of the New England Anti 
Defamation League.

In a campus-wide statement, Tufts University President Anthony Monaco said, 
“We have made clear in the past our opposition 
to calls to boycott Israeli academic institutions.” 
Monaco also expressed concern with the timing of 
the resolution, immediately before Passover.

For its part, members of the Tufts chapter of SJP 
expressed pride in the adoption of the resolution.

“Tonight, the Tufts student body answered the 
call of the Palestinian people to divest from these 
four companies that are profiting off of the occupa-
tion of Palestine, among a host of other gross viola-
tions of human rights.” Parker Breza, a member of 
Tufts SJP and TCU Senate said in a statement.

More than 100 students were present at the stu-
dent senate meeting, according to the Tufts Daily 
student newspaper. In light of concerns about the 
timing of the vote, students were offered a chance 
to submit online comments in advance, which 
were read aloud at the start of the meeting, accord-
ing to Adam Rapfogel, the Council’s parliamentar-
ian. Rapfogel, a sophomore, told the Journal he 
was speaking for himself, and not on behalf of the 
Council.

As parliamentarian, Rapfogel, who is Jewish, 
does not vote on resolutions before the student 

Rabbi Jeffrey Summit, executive director of the Tufts Hillel, 
spoke informally last Friday with newly accepted high school 
students and their parents who visited the Granoff Family Hillel 
Center. The recent student senate vote calling on the school to 
divest from Israel does not represent the climate for Jewish stu-
dents on campus, he told them.

“Surprise Attack” on Israel at Tufts“Surprise Attack” on Israel at Tufts

continued on page 5

PENNY SHWARTZ
Special to the Journal



SHEILA BARTH
Special to the Journal 

Think multi-award winners 
director Judith Braha and 
actress Bobbie Steinbach, 

and you know something sen-
sational is going to occur on 
stage.  Braha and Steinbach have 
worked together eight times in 
various Boston and area the-
aters, making theatrical magic. 
Besides building a solid work-
ing relationship together, they’re 
good friends, who share each 
other’s philosophy, work ethic, 
and goals.

Both women have long, pres-
tigious, storied careers. Braha 
has taught at colleges through-
out New England, teaches the 
MFA Directing program at 
Boston University, has been a 
director since 1979 and is a long-
time member and director in the 
Boston theater community.

Steinbach also has directed, 
she teaches and she coaches 
high school students for their 
auditions for college theater 
programs. She has previously 
taught at Suffolk and Lesley uni-
versities, worked extensively for 
Shakespeare Company, and is 
the 2016 Huntington Theatre 
Company’s Lunt-Fontanne 
Fellow.

Braha and Steinbach’s latest 
coup, “Golda’s Balcony,” William 
Gibson’s one-act, one-woman, 
95-minute play which ran at 
New Repertory Theatre through 
April 16, carried on their suc-
cessful tradition. The play 

focuses on Israel’s first-and-only 
female prime minister, Golda 
Meir, her rise to power, and her 
intense goal to create and main-
tain a Jewish homeland while 
trying to keep the small strip 
of land surrounded on all sides 
by hostile Arab countries from 
being annihilated. 

“It’s kind of sad, because 
Israel is stuck with the same sit-
uations years later. In terms of 
the world and the Middle East, 
things have remained stuck.”

When New Repertory Artistic 
Director Jim Petosa asked 
Steinbach to star in “Golda’s 
Balcony,” she was delighted he 
chose Braha to direct it. 

“We get each other,” said 
Braha.

“I think we have a lot of syn-
ergy. She [Steinbach] asks good 

questions,” said Braha, and 
added her “two cents” in how 
to portray Meir and people with 
whom Meir conversed. “We feel 
so comfortable doing that. It 
cuts through the red tape that 
gets between actor and direc-
tor.” “When a director and actor 
get together and speak the same 
language – theatrical – then I 
think that’s when magic can hap-
pen,” added Steinbach. “I think 
that has happened in a fantastic 
way with the two of us. It’s fun 
that we kind of grew up together 
in the theater here.” Although 
Golda Meir was a complicated 
person, Steinbach delivered a 
stirring portrayal of her, and 
adds her own, special interpre-
tation of Meir.

“I think Bobbie has many of 
the qualities of Golda Meir as 

a person – that strength, wit, 
no-nonsense approach to life, 
a strong sense of personal 
opinion, and big heart linked 
to Golda. Having Bobbie por-
tray her made it a natural fit 
for us,” said Braha. “There’s a lot 
of information people get from 
that play,” Steinbach added. 
“Historically, she’s [Meir] well 
known and was beloved here. 
You couldn’t get into her appear-
ances here in the US.”

Braha said, “We both felt 
strongly that the play says some-
thing about making decisions 
that guide the course of history 
– that’s not happening in the 
US. Steinbach added, “It’s a gift 
when you have a role that’s like 
that, where you can embody 
somebody who was so power-
ful, so idealistic, and so wanted 
to create a safe haven and who 
also, on the other end of it, had 
a dark side, where she wasn’t 
able to give both to the state 
and her family – her husband 
for instance. To have that kind 
of gift of a role is a very special 
thing.

“I have a scene partner – the 
audience. Nobody’s on stage 
with me except l have these peo-
ple I’m talking about. I partner 
with the audience – I can hear 

them and feel the energy,” she 
said.

She added doing a dramat-
ic and moving role that has 
humor is special to her. “Golda 
was multi-faceted – very funny- 
very witty – dry wit. Without the 
humor, it would be difficult to 
sit through because it’s so dark. 
She loved men and relationships 
with men, and men liked her.”

“We spent a lot of time how 
she would personify them,” said 
Braha. “It was Bobbie’s very par-
ticular sense of Golda’s essence. 
that drives what she’s doing on 
stage. We felt Bobbie had so 
many Golda-like elements in 
her, we wanted her to do HER 
Golda,”

“Golda was an amazing 
woman, sort of a portrait in con-
trast – blunt yet full of feeling,” 
Braha said. “She had a way of 
boiling things down in compli-
cated circumstances. She was 
a woman dealing with very 
aggressive men and managed to 
hold her own way. 

“She wasn’t a feminist. she 
was very much her own per-
son when it wasn’t common or 
fashionable... She was a gutsy 
person. There’s a lot to admire 
there, but she also struggled a 
lot.”

The Jewish Journal MA is a nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and organizations.

You are Invited to Our Classes at the Barn! 

 
Gifting, Trusts & Other Tools for Estate  

Planning & Asset Protection Class 
TUESDAY, APRIL 25, 1:30-3:00 OR 6:30-8:00 p.m.  

Learn ways to protect your home and other assets from nursing home expenses through proper 
estate and trust design. Our guest speaker is Ronald R. Kearns, Registered Nurse, Elder Law 
Attorney.  Ron brings a unique focus to Elder Law, advising on care needs and developing the 
Estate & Medicaid Plan based on those needs. This complimentary class will explore:  ♦ Estate 
planning and asset preservation.  ♦ Long term care and Medicaid planning.  ♦ Overview of legal 
documents. ♦ Preparing living documents for possible incapacity. 

NEW  “IRA Inheritance Trust” Class  
THURSDAY, APRIL 27, 1:30-3:00 OR 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

This Class features Thomas T. Riquier, CFP®, CLU, and 
Attorney Paul Bernstein.  An IRA Inheritance Trust will help 
protect & control your IRA. ♦ IRAs may be the largest asset 
you pass to your beneficiaries income tax-free.  ♦ Protect your 
IRA in a divorce, lawsuit, creditors, government claims.  
♦Prevent beneficiaries from squandering your money.  ♦ Do 
not make any Trust a beneficiary of an IRA, 401(k), or 403(b).   
Thomas T. Riquier, CFP®, Ed Slott Master Elite IRA Advisor 

Group™ member, will use Ed Slott’s book, Retirement Decisions Guide, 125 Ways to Save & Stretch Your 
Wealth, to examine various IRA considerations. You will receive a complimentary book.  

Call 978-777-5000 x146 for reservations or register online 
Thomas T. Riquier, CFP®, CLU 

The Retirement Financial Center 
10 Liberty Street, Danvers, MA  01923 

978-777-5000    RetirementCtr.com 
Securities and Advisory Services offered through United Planners Financial Services. Member: FINRA, SIPC.  

The Retirement Financial Center and United Planners are independent companies. 
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‘Golda’s Balcony’ a lesson in history that resonates today 

Andrew Brilliant/New Repertory Theatre
Bobbie Steinbach in New Rep’s “Golda’s Balcony” 

MICHELE TAMAREN
Special to the Journal

“There is no valley so deep 
and dark but a path leads up 
from it to the light.” At thirteen 
Michele Tamaren read Helen 
Keller’s words and wondered, 
where is this path and how can 
we find it? Michele has made it 
her life’s work to explore these 
soul questions and more. As 
she matured Michele asked, 
how do we discover and honor 
our uniqueness while serving 
others? Now she guides seekers 
to look within for the answers. 
On the weekend of June 2-4, 
Michele will co-lead a women’s 
retreat at The Kripalu Center for 
Yoga and Health in Stockbridge 
with psychotherapist Bette 
Freedson. “A Woman’s Sacred 
Journey: Discovering Your Soul’s 
Wisdom, Purpose, and Path,” 
is an invitation to explore your 
true nature, heart’s call, and 
next steps in life.

Michele’s own journey was 
inspired by Helen Keller’s gift 
of seeing light when she her-
self was blind and deaf. Michele 
devoted herself to learning 
about other ways of seeing. As a 
teen, she volunteered at Oakhill 
School for the Blind in Hartford 
and then studied education at 
The University of Connecticut. 
With a Masters degree in special 
education, Michele taught chil-
dren with a wide array of physi-
cal, learning, social, emotion-
al, and behavioral challenges. 
“These youngsters were my fin-
est teachers, and decades later 
I still receive messages about 
their own paths up to the light.”

Awed by those with seem-
ingly insurmountable challeng-
es who lived happy, meaningful 
lives, Michele studied resilience 
and self-esteem. Her book, “I 
Make A Difference: Building 
Self-Esteem and Sensitivity in 
the Inclusive Classroom” was 

published by Academic Therapy 
Publications. Michele then 
presented educator and par-
ent workshops throughout the 
United States and Canada. 

In 2000, Michele retired 
to care for her parents who 
moved to the Satter House in 
Revere. She and her husband 
David relocated from Acton, 
Massachusetts to Marblehead. 
Michele’s mother, Betty, died 
three years later and Herman, 
her beloved stepfather, soon 
suffered a serious stroke. 
Herman rose from darkness 
and despair, becoming a healer 
and a teacher in his nineties 
as his own life was ebbing. She 
and Herman’s young volunteer, 
Michael Wittner, co-authored 
the book, ExtraOrdinary: An 
End of Life Story Without End, 
published by Pearlsong Press, 
2012. ExtraOrdinary won 
acclaim from Publishers Weekly 
and other sources.

An active participant in the 
North Shore Jewish commu-
nity, Michele and her husband 
are members of Congregation 
Shirat Hayam.  

In 2008 Tamaren co-found-
ed the Interfaith Council for 
Spiritual Connection and its 
popular series, Make a Joyful 
Noise. The annual fine arts event 
held at Shirat Hayam brought 
together those from every faith 
tradition to celebrate our shared 
humanity. Over the course of 
five years thousands attend-
ed. In 2010 Michele received a 
Leonard P. Zakim Humanitarian 
Award presented by the Anti-
Defamation League and JCCNS 
for her work in fostering inter-
faith harmony. 

Michele can be reached 
through her website, www.
micheletamaren.com. 
Registration information for 
the June Kripalu retreat can be 
found at www.kripalu.org. 

Marblehead woman helps 
make spiritual connections



MARK R. ARNOLD
Special to the Journal

 
They’re known as the Gellers: 

Rabbi Myron S. (Mike) and 
Eileen, who are being honored 
at a concert May 7 to endow the 
Sylvia Cohen Religious School 
at Gloucester’s historic Temple 
Ahavat Achim. 

The 5 p.m. event at Rockport’s 
Shalin Liu Performance Center 
will feature acclaimed sing-
er Neshama Carlebach, her 
band, and a gospel choir sing-
ing songs of her late father, the 
famous “singing rabbi” Shlomo 
Carlebach. 

The Gellers’ leadership of the 
Temple spans 40 years, from the 
mid-sixties when Mike accept-
ed a very part-time position at 
the struggling congregation and 
Eileen began teaching in the tiny 
religious school, until his retire-
ment in 2006.  

This period saw the syna-
gogue’s transformation from an 
informal volunteer organization 
to a structured institution with 
a full complement of activi-
ties. The Gellers oversaw every 
aspect of temple life, including 
landscaping and custodial ser-
vices.  

The couple belongs to that 
vanishing generation of immi-
grants’ children who grew up 
in the tenements of Brooklyn, 
NY. Their parents were hard-
working men and women who 
kept their faith traditional, 
their homes kosher, and their 
children yeshiva-educated. 
Remembers Mike: “My school-
ing could just as easily have hap-
pened in some village in Poland. 
My teachers were old-world, 
Yiddish-speaking disciplinarian 
rabbis who introduced me to 
the Hebrew Bible and rabbinic 
literature.”  

Mike graduated from 
Brooklyn College and received 
a smicha  (ordination) from 
the legendary Mesifta Torah 
Vodaath. Eileen graduated 
from Brooklyn’s Bais Yaakov 
High School. She left Brooklyn 
College in 1960 to marry Mike. 
He served as an Army chaplain 
in France, where two of their 
children were born. Then they 
came to Gloucester. 

At the time, TAA was a melt-
ing pot for native born and 
immigrants alike, who wanted to 
learn, worship and make friends 
with others of their faith.  Main 
Street merchants, physicians, 
dentists, laborers – religiously 
observant and those with little 
knowledge of Jewish customs 
and traditions – all found a spiri-
tual home at TAA.

They met in private homes 
and later in a historic convert-

ed church building, which was 
destroyed by fire in 2007. A new 
building was rededicated in 
2011. 

Mike’s duties were initially 
quite limited – Hebrew school 
on Thursdays and Sundays, 
services on Friday evenings. 
Eileen became a leader in the 
Sisterhood-Hadassah. 

In 1966, Mike earned a 
Master’s degree in Contemporary 
Jewish Studies from Brandeis 
University, but four years later, 
with three children – Jesse, 
Rebecca, and Deborah – the 
couple was finding it hard to 
make ends meet on a part-time 
salary.  When a full-time job 
opened up at a larger congrega-
tion in the area, Mike took it. 

But he continued to be active 
in Gloucester. Remembers 
Sandie Horwitz, who later served 
as temple secretary, “On some 
High Holidays, Mike would race 

between the two temples to lead 
services at both places.” 

In 1977, a group of Temple 
leaders made a risky decision. 
“Their hope was that the right 
full-time rabbi would attract 
more members,” continues 
Sandie Horwitz. Mike returned 
to Gloucester.

He became known as a schol-
ar, a dynamic teacher, someone 
who could bring comfort to 
the worried and the grieving – 
also a great story-teller and an 
active participant in communal, 
regional and national causes.

Congregants turned to Mike 
in times of trouble. Remembers 
member Barrie Levine: “All of 
us were stunned by the attack 
on 9/11. Rabbi Geller called a 
meeting at the Temple, and I 
remember the feeling of having 
a leader whom we could turn to 
for insight and guidance in the 
shadow of frightening events.”

Mike became known as 
a scholar, a dynamic teacher, 
someone who could bring com-
fort to the worried and the griev-
ing – and also as a great story 
teller and active participant 
in communal, regional, and 
national causes.

Eileen started teaching in 
the school in 1970 and served 
as principal until 1995, three 
years before she retired.  “It’s 
not enough to say she taught in 
the religious school,” remem-
bers former Temple President 
Marilyn Schlein Kramer. “She 
was the religious school.”

An important milestone 
came in the early nineties. 
“There had been conflict 
between traditionalists and 
non-traditionalists, recalls Mike. 
“We hoped people would realize 
that either we resolved the ten-
sions or we might have to close 
the doors.” Remembers member 
Laila Goodman: “’Rabbi Geller 
helped us see the temple as a 
kehillah,” a community of peo-
ple of diverse views united by a 
common heritage and sense of 
purpose.  

Today the Gellers remain 
healthy and active. They spend 
most of the year in Gloucester, 
but from Hanukkah to Passover 
they are in Miami Beach. They 
are the proud grandparents of 
seven grandchildren, ages 8 to 
22. 

Building on the foundation 
they helped establish, Temple 
membership is now about 200 

families from 20 communities; 
the school is joyful, and the con-
gregation is enjoying a period of 
great cohesion, creativity, and 
optimism.

Temple elder Phil Cutter 
says, “Mike and Eileen laid the 
groundwork for what TAA is 
now: a living, functioning, beau-
tiful kehillah. Their personali-
ties, their intellect, their passion, 
their faith inspired us to grow 
and mature. They were so gra-
cious and giving that they cre-
ated a welcoming warmth that 
sustains us to this very day.” 

The Neshama Carlebach 
concert is a benefit for the 
Rabbi Myron and Eileen Geller 
Endowment Fund for Family 
Learning at the Sylvia Cohen 
Religious School of Temple 
Ahavat Achim. Tickets for the 
concert are $65, for the concert 
and reception afterwards, $125, 
available at rockportmusic.org. 
For donor opportunities at $500 
and above, including ticket and 
ad packages, contact TAA at 
978.281.0739 or Barbara Gold, 
Endowment Campaign Director 
at 978-239-7691. 

It’s important to take advantage of the govern-
ment’s Fair Credit Reporting Act and get your free 

credit report every year, even if you aren’t planning 
to get a loan soon. And when you go get your report, 
it’s essential to go over all the information in detail 
because, according to a study by the U.S. Public 

Interest Research Group, nearly 80% of credit reports contain mistakes.
Inaccuracies in your credit report could cost you time and money 

during a loan process or could even derail it altogether. So it’s important 
to dispute any mistakes like incorrect account balances, bills from non-
existing accounts, lower credit limits, old items that were handled years 
ago and even wrong addresses. All of these errors can raise suspicion with 
a lender and could impede the loan process.

Correcting your report is quite straightforward. Just go online to  
www.ftc.gov/freereports and follow their simple two-step process to get 
your credit report up-to-date and in good condition before you meet with 
your lender.
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Gloucester temple honors Gellers

Rabbi Myron S. (Mike) and Eileen Geller

Neshama Carlebach
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SUNDAY, APRIL 30
3:00PM AT THE CABOT THEATER IN BEVERLY, MA

FOR TICKETS OR 
MORE INFO 
VISIT JCCNS.ORG.

Israel 
Independence 
Day Concert
featuring the Symphony by the Sea Orchestra 
and Jim Guttmann’s Bessarabian Breakdown

VIP TICKETS:  
$100/person includes light hors d'oeuvres,  
beer and wine and reserved seating

TICKETS:
$25/Adult � $10/Junior (ages 10-17)
Under 10 FREE

A FAMILY FRIENDLY EVENT 
FOR THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY
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TODD FEINBURG
Journal Publisher/Editor

Jeff Robbins is passionate 
when he speaks of Israel and 
the award he’ll be receiving 
this summer from the Lappin 
Foundation in Salem. “I’m so 
riveted by the phenomenon of 
bullying – of anti-Israeli bullying, 
that I see these kids as being the 
vanguards.” The ‘kids’ Robbins 
is speaking about are the hun-
dreds of high school students 
who have been sent on free vis-
its to Israel through the founda-
tion’s Youth to Israel (and others) 
program.

An attorney at Mintz-Levin in 
Boston who specializes in civil 
litigation and First Amendment 
issues, among other matters, 
Robbins grew up in a family that 
he said was “not observant at 
all.” It was his own unsponsored, 
uncoordinated visit to Israel that 
fueled his lifelong passion for 
the scrappy country surrounded 
by enemy nations. “I went there 
on my own after my sophomore 
year at Brown (University),” he 
said. “I walked into an office 
of some sort when I arrived in 
Israel and told them I wanted to 
live and work on a kibbutz, back 
when you could still do that.”

The experience Robbins had 
on that kibbutz in Kfar Szold, 
about 500 yards from the old 
Syrian border in the northeast-
ern corner of Israel, working in 
a factory as well as picking fruit, 
did much to shape his attitudes.
He recalls taking breaks from 

the hot afternoon sun, sitting 
with the elders of the commu-
nity and sipping on iced tea as 
they told stories of the history 
of the kibbutz, of Israel, and of 
their experiences migrating to 
Israel in the 1930s. One woman 
kept waving her hand at Robbins 
dismissively, saying, ‘You won’t 
even remember this, you’ll forget 
all about us,’” recalled Robbins. 
“But I promised her I wouldn’t, 
and the fact that I made that 
promise is always with me.”

At the Lappin events that he 
has spoken at over the past few 
years, Robbins has been struck 
by the passion of the young stu-
dents he meets “in these pre or 
post-trip programs.” As if look-
ing at a reflection of himself, he 
sees great power in the devotion 
inspired by the sense of iden-
tity they gain from their visits. 
“The most prized person of all 
for those who care about Israel 
are young people who are com-
mitted to learning and have the 
guts to stand up in the public 
square and make Israel’s case in 
one fashion or another.”

Robbins became involved 
with the Lappin Foundation, 
which offers dozens of free pro-
grams to thousands of North 
Shore teens each year designed 
to connect them to Israel, when 
someone from Lappin heard 
Robbins talking about Israel 
one evening on WBZ radio as 
a guest on the “Nightside” pro-
gram with Dan Rea. His analysis 
of the Middle East and his ability 
to articulate its case so clearly 
led to an invitation to speak to a 
group of Y2I students. 

Being with the young people 
made a big impact on Robbins, 
but so did his exposure to the 
foundation’s mission. “I learned 
what the Lappin Foundation 
has achieved, that they’ve sent 
something like 2,600 high school 
students to Israel – roughly 100 

or more each year – to educate 
them before (they go to Israel) 
and to get them involved when 
they come back.” The result is 
young people who’ve developed 
a firsthand love for Israel and 
a heartfelt desire to fight on its 
behalf who are traveling the 
same path that Robbins took. 
But he thinks now their role is 
even more important. “Since 
people’s views about Israel are 
being formed earlier and since 
these kids are shortly going off to 
college campus’, and the value of 
having them arrive ready, unfor-
tunately, to do the necessary bat-
tle is so high, it’s really an excit-
ing program. I talk to these kids, 
and I listen to their questions, 
and I think – boy, we could stand 
to have a lot more programs like 
this around the country.”

The result has been great for 
Robbins, who is energized and 
made hopeful by his exposure to 
the Lappin kids, and for Lappin, 
which also needs high level pro-
fessionals like Robbins advocat-
ing for its mission. The result 
is recognition for Robbins from 
the Lappin Foundation, which 
will give him its 2017 “Youth to 
Israel Award” in August. “Jeff’s 
passion for his volunteer work 
is deep and it is contagious,” said 
Robert Lappin in acknowledge-
ment of Robbins. “He inspires 
and he leads by example, exud-
ing love for Israel and for the 
Jewish People. What better role 
model for our youth to emulate 
than Jeff Robbins!”

Robbins describes how he 
sees the seeds being planted by 
the Lappin Foundation growing 
into a movement. “Each of these 
young people, savvy about social 
media and willing to speak up, 
can affect with the click of an 
index finger tens of thousands 
of other people. And then what 
happens?” Robbins answers his 
own question. “People whose 
names they’ll never know see 
them standing up for Israel in 
inhospitable places and they 
think to themselves, “If that per-
son can do it, maybe I can do it 
as well.” So some percentage of 
them will themselves do it and 
they will affect other people, and 
then you’re off to the races.” And 
that, according to Robbins, is 
how, “grassroots political move-
ments get started, and that’s how 
they grow.”

Before Y2I, Jeff Robbins sent himself to Israel

Jeff Robbins talks with audience members after a Lappin Foundation 
event at the Marblehead JCC. He will be honored with the founda-
tion’s “Youth to Israel Award” in August.

“I talk to these kids, 
and I listen to their 

questions, and I think 
– boy, we could stand 

to have a lot more 
programs like this 

around the country.” 
– Jeff Robbins
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governance group. The issue 
of divestment from Israel is a 
divisive one, with many people 
holding strong views, Rapfogel 
acknowledged. He’s received 
some 60 emails opposed to the 
vote, some from alumni but 
most from people outside the 
Tufts community. One particu-
larly disturbing anonymous 
message included a picture of 
a concentration camp, he said.

Students are hurt and angry at 
the way this unfolded, Summit 
told the Journal in a conversa-
tion in his office, but they took 
heart from the statement from 
Tufts President Monaco that 
this will not impact the univer-
sity, he said.

“Jewish life on campus has 
never been more vibrant,” 
Summit said, noting that they 
are actively engaging more than 
65 percent of Jewish students 
in Jewish life. There are  about 
1200 Jewish students in a cam-
pus of some 5,000, he said.

Summit, widely recognized 
as one of the most dynamic and 
innovative Hillel leaders across 
the country, described Tufts as a 
safe and welcoming place for its 
Jewish students.

New England ADL’s Robert 
Trestan echoed that observa-
tion and cautioned that while it 
is important not to undermine 
the seriousness of the student 

council vote, it should be under-
stood in context. There’s a dra-
matic drop in anti Israel activity 
at the campus, which a few few 
years ago hosted the national 
SJP conference. “Let’s not mis-
interpret this,” he said, noting 
that Jewish students should not 
be wary of the campus.

Moving forward, Hillel lead-

ers are considering various 
strategies in response to the 
vote, Summit said, adding, 
“Student leaders have been 
extraordinary, full of resolve and 
very resourceful.”

His instinct is to bolster 
Hillel’s already robust program-
ming especially around Israel. 
This year alone, more than 100 
students will have traveled to 
Israel including on its “Visions 
for Peace,” initiative, an inter-
faith approach that explores 
peace building and coexistence 
initiatives between Israelis and 
Palestinians across technology, 
the environment and the arts.

“I want to use this unfortu-
nate occurrence as an opportu-
nity for engagement and educa-
tion for our Jewish students and 
the student body as a whole,” 
Summit said.

Ilysa Silverman and Jonah 
Greene, two freshmen active 
in Hillel, shared their thoughts 
on the divestment resolu-
tion. Greene, from Fayetteville, 
Arkansas, attended the student 
council vote to show support for 
those who opposed the resolu-
tion. Silverman, from Chicago, 
had already left campus for the 
holiday. “Recent events have 
been difficult,” she acknowl-
edged. “At the same time, I have 
not had any trouble here with 
regard to Jewish life. On the con-

trary, I’ve had an amazing expe-
rience.”

Both said the resolution had 
an impact on how they voted 
in student senate elections that 
were held last week, “That was 

one thing we did as a communi-
ty,” said Greene. He and others 
active in Hillel spoke with can-
didates for the student council 
about the resolution.

Tufts freshmen Ilysa Silverman 
and Jonah Greene, outside of 
the Granoff Family Hillel Center, 
opposed the non-binding resolu-
tion adopted by the Tufts stu-
dent senate which called on Tufts 
to divest from companies sup-
porting Israel. Passage of the 
resolution affected the way they 
voted in last week’s student gov-
ernment elections, they said.

“Surprise Attack” on Israel at Tufts
from page 1

RE/MAX Advantage Real Estate Welcomes 
Sima Rotenberg to the Marblehead Office

Sima Rotenberg has been a suc-
cessful real estate agent for over 
20 years on the North Shore. 
Previously, Sima was Vice Presi-
dent at Coldwell Banker and Top 
Producer at Sagan Realtors.
Sima is a longtime resident of 
Swampscott and Salem, involved 
in the North Shore community, 
Jewish Community Center, and 

fluent in Russian.
She has joined RE/MAX Advantage for the technology 
needed to work with today’s real estate consumers, ongo-
ing training and education, local and global branding/mar-
keting to better serve her past and future clients.

Sima can be reached at 781-956-2279 
or sima@rotenbergteam.com.

Outstanding Agents. Outstanding Results.®

NEW TO THE JOURNAL

Carole and Jack Skowronski 
will be receiving the Edith 
Bloch Award for their com-
mitment to learning and the 
pursuit of knowledge. The 
award will be presented at the 
Friends of the Hillel Library cel-
ebratory brunch at Cohen Hillel 
Academy, Six Community Road 
in Marblehead, on Sunday, May 
7 at 10:30 am. 

Award-winning author 
and Northampton art gallery 
owner Richard Michelson will 
be speaking about his newest 
book, “The Language of Angels, 
A Story about the Reinvention 
of Hebrew”. The picture book 
takes us back to Israel in the 
1880’s and tells the story of how 
one man, Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, 
almost singlehandedly rein-
vigorated Hebrew for modern 
usage. Richard Michelson’s chil-
dren’s books have been listed 
among the 10 Best Books of the 
Year by The New York Times, 
Publishers Weekly, and The 
New Yorker.

At the event, the Skowronskis 
will be recognized for their 
incredible 35-plus-year legacy 
of dedication to and participa-
tion in the Cohen Hillel com-
munity. Carole was an innova-
tive and much beloved teacher 
at the K-8 school for 15 years. 
She is known for her creativity, 
recognition of each individual 
student’s unique strengths, and 
incorporation of social action 
projects into her curricula. She 
continues to be involved at 
Cohen Hillel as an active partic-
ipant in the grandparent com-
munity, occasional substitute 
teacher, and annual presenter 
to the eighth grade about her 
mother’s personal experiences 
in Kristalnacht. Jack served on 
Hillel’s board of trustees for 
many years, and in collabora-
tion with Prozdor and Hebrew 

College, was instrumental in 
establishing a high school pro-
gram for the North Shore in 
1991. Professionally, Jack is a 
highly respected semi-retired 
physician who has practiced in 
the community for nearly 40 
years.

Head of School, Amy Gold 
remarked “The Skowronskis’ 
commitment to Cohen Hillel 
spans generations and a mul-
titude of roles. Having sent all 
three of their children to our 
school, they now enjoy being 
a part of their granddaughters’ 
experience since one is in third 
grade and the other is a rising 
kindergartner.”

The event is open to the 
community with brunch 
preceding the program. RSVPs 
are requested by April 28, as 
space is limited. For more 
information about this event, 
to make a donation in honor 
of Carole and Jack Skowronski, 
and to help support the Hillel 
library, please contact Diane 

Knopf, Director of Community 
Engagement (diane@
cohenhillel.org or 781-639-
2880) or visit www.cohenhillel.
org. 

CHA to honor Skowronskis for 35 years of service

Carole and Jack Skowronski will 
be celebrated with the Edith 
Bloch Award by Cohen Hillel 
Academy at the “Friends of Hillel 
Library” Brunch on May 7.
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It seems odd to me,” said someone at 
a restaurant table the other night, her 
dinner plates being cleared, “that after 

so many thousands of years of human 
development and so much technology, 
we’ve never figured out a way to automate 
this experience. This seems so primitive 
to me, people waiting on us, like a 
throwback to servitude.”

Will fine dining be as special an 
experience when robots are clearing our 
plates? It will likely be a popular novelty 
at Disney World, and automated servers 
would certainly be better trained ones, 
but there are some experiences that are 
intended to be human ones, that are, at 
their core, relationship based.

A new book by journalists Arnie Parnes 
and Jon Allen offers an explanation for 
how Donald Trump became president, 
and the early press for the book – as well 
as the title, “Shattered: Inside Hillary 
Clinton’s Doomed Campaign” – tells us 
that it was all Hillary’s fault.

One of the explanations the authors 
offered in an interview with Chris Cillizza 
on the CNN Politics website, in addition 
to her odd choice to store her emails on a 
private server and to give paid speeches 
on Wall Street, included, “the over reliance 
on data at the expense of traditional 
political persuasion – a “Moneyball”-
esque dynamic that our sources talked 

about in detail. She was fighting the last 
war.”

In 2008, Hillary was outsmarted by 
an Obama campaign that seized the 
opportunity offered by social media and 
analytics to out-organize Hillary. Parnes 
and Allen are suggesting that Hillary 
corrected her ‘08 mistakes for the 2016 
campaign instead of innovating for the 
requirements of the moment. It was 
Donald Trump who was operating in real 
time, who sensed what a critical segment 
of the electorate was feeling and crafted 
a message that, once again, left Hillary 
outsmarted and on the sidelines.

There is evidence, though, that 
technology may win out in the end. A 
headline in the New York Post this week 
read, “New York teens are too busy playing 
video games to have sex.” It’s true – or, 
at least, that’s what the data show. For 
the past 20 years, the Centers for Disease 
Control in Washington has surveyed high 
school seniors to learn what percentage 
have had sex. In 2015, that number was 
down to 27.2% in New York City, a drop of 
four tenths of a percent over the prior two 
years, and a record low since the survey 
began in 1997.

If this trend holds, there won’t be 
anyone available to cook dinner, let alone 
serve it. Perhaps the “Automat” will finally 
have its day.

Where the Numbers Lie

In response to Mr. Schneer’s 
comments (Jewish Journal, 
March 30, page 6), I did not 
assume that my/my friends’ 
way was the highway. I simply 
called Ms. Denbo out for several 
false statements that she made 
in her critiques of my column. 
She said I knew nothing about 
the event, when I watched the 
full event video and spoke with 
people who were there. She said 
I called Flynn an anti-Semite, 
when I did not. I simply report-
ed his online activity. 

As for his drawing in Hillary 
Clinton’s past embrace of Suha 
Arafat, I believe that she was 
attempting to be gracious, 
which she invariably is. (It is no 
different from when, in 2009, 
she respectfully covered her 
head when entering a Pakistan 
mosque while on a diplomatic 
mission, and was then viciously 
accused of being in solidar-
ity with Muslim terrorists by 
Clinton-hating extremists.)

Like Hillary Clinton, I am of 
the opinion that reaching out 
to one’s purported enemies in 
friendship, extending an olive 
branch, can sometimes be the 
only way to begin to make prog-
ress.

Yes, I live in Brookline, which 
has upper class and middle class 
residents such as myself, and 
numerous housing projects. 
That’s what makes it special. 
But as I did not criticize impov-
erished and desperate people 
as Ms. Denbo did, which is why 
I gave that example of the safety 
of Swampscott, I do not get Mr. 

Schneer’s analogy to my town. 
Rather, it appears to be simply a 
reactionary accusation.

It seems that both are quite 
defensive. But we can surely 
agree that Michael Flynn’s anti-
Semitic retweet (his being a stat-
ed friend of Israel cannot eradi-
cate his international condem-
nation) is a bit hard to defend. 
As is Trump’s omission of the 
Jewish victims of the Holocaust 
on Holocaust Memorial Day, 
and Sean Spicer’s denial of gas 
being used against the Jews dur-
ing the Holocaust on Passover. I 
certainly was personally hor-
rified by all three of these inci-
dents, for which I believe there 
is no defense.

My mission is not to be self-
righteous. It is to honestly report 
truths. While I agree that we all 
need to try to understand each 
other’s beliefs, when you deal 
exclusively with fact, there is no 
need to reexamine anything, or 
to lash out in defense.

In our current political atmo-
sphere, it’s not about us one-
upping one another. I have no 
interest in that. It’s about own-
ing up to reality, facing misin-
formation, and, as we have seen 
over and over again, contend-
ing honestly with our president 
and his administration’s very 
dangerous ineptitude, impul-
siveness, and overall inability 
to govern effectively. Let’s meet 
on that, and move forward from 
there.

Susie Davidson
Brookline

Looking for common ground

Contributing to the Journal 
impels me to reflect and con-
sider if I could have done better. 
An example is a recent critique 
about Robert Lappin’s Op-Ed 
about whether Islam is a religion 
or a political and social move-
ment. Unlike my 92½-year-old 
Jewish mother who declares, 
“Only a very stupid bigot would 
believe that Islam is not a reli-
gion,” I tried to respectfully 
address what I intuited may 
be the gerenalized basis of his 
argument. Nonetheless, my 
concluding sentence, “I doubt 
Mr. Lappin would want Judaism 
to be disqualified of its reli-

gious status because most of its 
adherents are convinced that 
support for Zionism is critical 
to the fulfillment of our faith,” 
would not very likely endear me 
to Mr. Lappin.

The remark had been witty 
and gratifying, but it exploited 
Mr. Lappin personally. Were he 
to have read it, very likely anger 
would have distracted him from 
thoughtfully reflecting upon the 
previous portions of my critique.

It would have been kinder 
and more creative had I written, 
“I very seriously doubt that Mr. 
Lappin would want Judaism to 
become vulnerable to disquali-

fication of its religious status…” 
then adding, “Nor would I.”

The students at the public 
high school where I work have 
taught me about how “micro-
aggressions” seriously affect 
people’s emotions and deci-
sions. My best friend of 14 
years, a very empathic Muslim 
woman, sometimes challenges 
me to pursue being ever more 
considerate in how I word state-
ments because of our mutual 
concern for deterring cruelty. I 
am glad to be inspired by such 
people.

Dick Freeman 
Chestnut Hill

Freeman upset by Freeman

The letter below was sent to 
the president of Tufts University 
in Medford by the president of 
the Russian Jewish Community 
Federation in Newton regarding 
the vote on divestment taken by 
the school’s student senate.

Dear President Monaco,
I was appalled and saddened 

to learn that Tufts Student Senate 
passed a BDS resolution to divest 
from Israel (see page 1). The only 
country in the world that your 
senate chose to attack is Israel, 
not Syria that just used chemical 
weapons on its own citizens, not 
Iran or Saudi Arabia or North 
Korea where basic human rights 
are violated all the time. You 
chose Israel – the only democ-
racy in the Middle East where 
Jews and Arabs actually live in 

peace. Your student body chose 
the week of Passover to promote 
this anti-Israel/anti-Semitic act 
while most of the Jewish stu-
dents are away with their fami-
lies celebrating the holiday. 

“BDS is nothing other than 
coarse anti-Semitism” – do not 
take my word for it, these are 
the words of Angela Merkel, the 
German Chancellor. Who knows 
more about anti-Semitism 
than the leader of Germany? 
This resolution is particularly 
troublesome for members of 
the Russian Jewish community. 
We came from the now defunct 
Soviet Union where we knew 
that when people attacked Israel 
they really meant Jews.

Your university should be a 
safe space for learning and dia-
log. Instead, this act created a 

hate space for Jews and others. 
Study after study shows that the 
majority of Jewish students feel 
unsafe on college campuses and 
the hate comes from BDS. This 
week Tufts is in the news for 
its anti-Semitic act. Is this what 
your students and graduates 
should be associated with? The 
university is doing them a great 
disservice.

During the Holocaust, you 
had to be a hero to stand for 
Jews; now you have to be a 
decent person. I strongly urge 
you to rebuke the student sen-
ate and make your campus safe 
for Jews.

We are waiting for your stand 
against anti-Semitism.

Sincerely,
Alex Koifman

President, RJCF

Appalled and saddened

“

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome. A letter must be signed 
and include your name, address and telephone number for 

verification purposes. All submissions to The Jewish Journal are 
subject to editing for length, clarity, libel issues and good taste. 
Publication of submissions is subject to the editor’s discretion 
and may be withheld from publication without notice. Email 

submissions to editor@jewishjournal.org, subject “Letters.”
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CHARLES JACOBS
Special to the Journal 

Barry Schrage’s recent 
retirement announce-
ment is an important 

milestone for the Boston Jewish 
community. For three decades, 
Barry was extraordinarily suc-
cessful in raising funds to sup-
port Jewish education and welfare as well 
as many non-Jewish causes. However, 
his legacy regarding the future safety of 
the Jewish community remains contro-
versial, as evidenced by recent reports in 
the Boston Globe and elsewhere of sev-
eral establishment Jewish organizations 
publicly embracing leaders of the radical 
Islamic Society of Boston (ISB) mosque.

Boston’s Jews should think hard about 
why Barry, who cares deeply for our com-
munity, has not acknowledged the threat 
of radical Islam in Boston, even though 
he has known that the ISB mosque’s 
founders, owners and operators are radi-
cal Islamists, connected to the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which preaches Jew-
hatred, teaches that gays and apostates 

should be killed, and instructs 
Muslim men on how to beat 
their wives. Barry has seen all 
the documented proof of these 
things and more. He was exten-
sively briefed on the ISB’s inter-
nal documents captured dur-
ing the ISB lawsuit against the 
David Project.

I suggest there are several 
sorts of explanations of why Jewish lead-
ers – good-hearted people with good 
intentions – fail to respond to hard, nasty 
truths: 

Organizational Pressure: Barry under-
stood he could not tell the Jews of Boston 
what he knew about this growing base 
of radical Islamists without risking the 
significant donations to CJP from his 
progressive donors who believe speak-
ing honestly about radical Islam is 
“Islamophobic,” and that “silence is the 
best policy” when dealing with a per-
ceived vulnerable minority, and that per-
haps if we show that we love them, they 
will reject their crazy Islamist ideology 
and come to like us. This strategy, by the 
way, failed the Jews of Europe who are 

now leaving the continent in droves.
Psychology: Jews are generally con-

flict-averse when facing the outside 
world. If a person allowed himself to 
digest the facts about the actual state of 
hostility that exists against us – the “new 
anti-Semitism” rising and raging on our 
campuses, the stunning and dangerous 
successes of the alliance between radical 
leftists and radical Muslims there and 
in Europe; if one were to actually pon-
der the consequences of the penetration 
right here in Boston of radical Islamists 
into civil society, then that person would 
– like it or not – be forced to live, at least 
psychologically, a life of conflict. And 
who wants that?

Philosophical Defeat: Post-Modernism 
(or, as us commoners have it, Political 
Correctness) has won the day. As all our 
children are now learning in school – 
there is no truth, only different “narra-
tives” all of which have equal value; white 
people (Jews are now white, if you haven’t 
heard) live on undeserved wealth; all 
religions and cultures are morally equiva-
lent; there is no reason for conflict that 
“dialogue” can’t overcome. The West has 

committed unforgiveable sins and may 
not be worthy of defending itself. It cer-
tainly has no standing to criticize “oth-
ers.” Conclusion: if you dare to criticize 
any negative aspect of another culture – 
even wife-beating, the killing of gays, and 
the hatred of Jews in Islamic lands – then 
you clearly and simply and automatically 
are a racist, a bigot, an Islamophobe and 
a mean, mean person. Even good decent 
people are having a hard time believing 
the obvious truths they see with their 
own eyes. 

Barry was a good leader for a com-
munity secure in its position in society, 
but American Jewry is less and less politi-
cally secure. We can only hope Barry’s 
successor will have the courage to face 
the future with eyes wide open and resist 
the pressure from progressive Jews, who 
prefer to seduce themselves with beauti-
ful fantasies rather than deal with ugly 
truths. 

Charles Jacobs is president of the 
locally based advocacy group Americans 
for Peace and Tolerance.

Barry Shrage – A peacetime leader in time of conflict

RABBI RICHARD 
PERLMAN

Special to the Journal

There is a story 
about a man who 
became blind 

when he was a small 
child. As an adult, he 
made his living as the 
proprietor of a road-
side fruit-stand. Very 
early every morning, he would 
travel to the market to handpick 
the best fruit the local farmers 
had to offer.

Throughout the day, many 
people who were traveling 
down the road would stop and 
purchase fruit from him. They 
always remarked at how he had 
the juiciest and ripest fruit they 
could find. He would thank 
them and joined them in very 
friendly conversation. Most 
days, he was completely sold 
out by early afternoon. He loved 

his life, his customers, 
and took great pride 
in his work.

One day, as luck 
would have it, a group 
of doctors came trav-
eling down the road 
on their way to a meet-
ing. They saw the fruit-
stand and stopped. 
During their conver-
sation with him, one 

of the doctors described a new 
surgical technique that he was 
confident could reverse the 
man’s blindness. Soon after, the 
man checked it out and had the 
surgery.

On the day that the bandages 
were to be removed from his 
eyes, the doctors asked the man 
what he wanted to see first. The 
man told them he wanted to 
see his fruit stand. They took 
the man to his stand, and when 
they removed the bandages, to 
his great surprise, the first thing 

he noticed was that his was not 
the only fruit stand on the road. 
There were several others, all 
much larger than his, offering 
much more of a selection than 
he did.

After a rather short recupera-
tion period, the man returned 
to work and became preoccu-
pied with what everyone else 
was doing. He examined what 
they did differently and what he 
felt they did better than what he 
was doing. He began to emulate 
them. He became so much like 
the others that his customers no 
longer had a reason to come to 
his stand anymore. Finding no 
more enjoyment in his work, he 
closed the fruit stand.

What followed was a never-
ending quest for this man to 
find meaningful work. He was 
always comparing himself to 
those around him, causing him 
to lose his personal ability to 
add value in ways that others 

could appreciate. To be true, 
had he been able to maintain 
his total focus on how he added 
value differently than everyone 
else, he would have maintained 
a happy life.

Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, 
Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret, 
Chanukah, Purim, and Pesach 
are all but memories. Soon, as 
we continue to count the Omer, 
we will celebrate Shavuot; the 
Festival where we rejoice in 
the receiving of the great gift 
of Torah. This Gift is one that 
that God gave to us to cherish 
L’dor Va’Dor (from generation 
to generation) for all time. We 
will also celebrate the harvest-
ing of the First Fruits of the 
season. And just like the other 
Festivals, on Shavuot, we will 
once again come together to 
Yizkor, to Remember those who 
have gone on to their eternal 
homes. When that time comes, 
let us think about what they did 

as individuals that made them 
stand out; what they did differ-
ently that causes us to cherish 
our memories of them always. 
Then, let us examine our own 
lives. We must ask of ourselves, 
what do I do differently that 
causes others to appreciate me 
for who I am? By opening all our 
eyes and by seeing this lesson 
clearly, let us all take the time 
required for us all to answer 
this question and when we do, 
may we prove to be the best we 
can be. Let us add to the beauty 
of the world the way we know 
how to. Yes, God blessed us with 
individual abilities and gifts; let 
us share those gifts as we make 
the world a better place for all 
to live lives of Maasim Tovim 
(good deeds). 

Rabbi Perlman became rabbi 
at Temple Ner Tamid, Peabody 
last September.

Seeing without understanding

MARYA AXNER  
AND SHEILA DECTER

The struggle for workers’ rights and eco-
nomic justice is nothing new. Passover 
is a story, among other things, of worker 

injustice. Even today many American work-
ers often live perilous lives in unsafe working 
conditions. Housekeepers and janitors handle 
toxic chemicals without any protections or 
training. Day laborers may have their wages 
withheld without explanation; hourly workers 
may never see overtime pay, or are forced to 
work “off the clock.” Without a living wage, and 
without basic benefits like paid leave, health 
care coverage, many workers today have to 
work multiple jobs, giving up valuable time 
with their families.

Many workers have no say in their working 
conditions. Many workers give up their dignity 
to serve the bottom line of their employers.

We spend much of our lives working, so 
it’s important that all people are respected for 
their work, no matter their position. Respect 
for one’s work is demonstrated in many ways, 
such as paying workers decent wages, listening 
to how they think the work could best be done, 
and allowing time and flexibility for people to 
pay attention to their families and their own 
health. The Jewish Labor Committee (JLC) and 
the Jewish Alliance for Law and Social Action 
(JALSA) understand that low-wage workers 
and middle class workers are often taken 
advantage of and that it’s important to stand 

up for those workers.
For the better part of a century, many in 

the Jewish community have supported union 
campaigns and pieces of legislation that have 
improved the lives of thousands of people. 
When businesses and legislators see that the 
Jewish community takes a stand on worker 
issues, it makes a significant difference. In 
the past year, JLC and JALSA have supported 
Verizon workers, janitors, and Harvard din-
ing hall workers to win union contracts that 
improved their wages, provided job security, 
and improved or continued their healthcare 
benefits. Currently, in the state legislature, we 
are working to pass an increase of the mini-
mum wage to $15 an hour, and to pass the Paid 
Family and Medical Leave Act, to help employ-
ees when they or their family members are ill, 
or when a new child comes into the family.

It’s a shame that in 2017, so many workers 
must still choose between their job and the 
needs of their family. Our working families 
are the backbone of our economy and they 
deserve to be treated with respect. Passover 
offers us an opportunity to renew our commit-
ment to improve the lives of working people 
and to think about what types of action we can 
take to do so.

Marya Axner is the regional director of the 
Jewish Labor Committee and Sheila Decter is 
the executive director of the Jewish Alliance for 
Law and Social Action. They can be reached at 
newenglandjlc@jewishlabor.org.

Standing up for labor this Passover
HERB BELKIN

Special to the Journal

Do you recognize these 
names: Theodor Herzl, 
Chaim Weizmann, David 

Ben Gurion, Golda Meir, and 
Yitzchak Rabin? You probably do, 
but your children do not. How 
about these events: World Zionist 
Congress, Balfour Declaration, the 
Law of Return? Once again, you 
probably understand their signifi-
cance, but your children do not. 
Jewish children should know these 
names and events that represent 
some of the epic changes of the last 
200 years that have shaped Jewish 
life. During that time, Jews went 
from a religious minority living on 
the outskirts of European society to 
citizenship with full civil rights to 
mass emigration to America and, 
finally, to the rebirth of a Jewish 
homeland. But your children know 
little of this.  

Jewish children are not taught the 
basics of modern Jewish history in 
Hebrew school and certainly not in 
public school. Yet we adults expect 
our children to have close ties – 
even love – for Israel without giving 
them the historical background of 
dedication and sacrifice that could 

tie their hearts to the Jewish home-
land. There are some inverse excep-
tions to this lack of Jewish history 
education. On the North Shore we 
have the shining exception of the 
Lappin Foundation Youth to Israel 
program, followed by Birthright 
Israel programs for older Jewish 
teenagers and college students. I 
call them inverse because they first 
send young Jews to Israel and once 
there, or upon their return, do they 
learn the heroic story of how Jews 
fought for a homeland. It is a case of 
travel first, history second. 

When Jewish educators are asked 
about including modern Jewish his-
tory in their curriculum, the usual 
reply is, “We don’t have enough 
time”. Their argument is that the 
short and crowded Hebrew school 
week does not have the time for 
even a cursory course in modern 
Jewish history. This leads to a ques-
tion of values. Is the relationship of 
young Jews to Israel worth includ-
ing Jewish history in their educa-
tion? If you want your children to 
know about Herzl, Weizmann, Ben 
Gurion Meir, Rabin the answer has 
to be “yes”.

Herb Belkin can be reached at 
beachbluff1@verizon.net.

The case for modern Jewish history



LUCY NEW
Special to the Journal 

It’s nice being raised in a town 
where the Jewish community 
is strong. For sure, Marblehead 
sports a large group of citizens 
who put a pine tree in their liv-
ing room during the winter and 
hunt for eggs during April. What 
is special about Marblehead is 
that the town is also home to 
a group of people who attend 

services on Friday nights and 
dip apples into honey during 
September. 

With only about six percent 
of the population in Marblehead 
being Jewish, how can the Jewish 
community be this strong? 
Having multiple synagogues in 
town is only one example of the 
strength of the Jewish commu-
nity in Marblehead. 

The town attracts Jewish 
families with its Jewish 

Community Center, Temple 
Emanu-El, Temple Sinai, Cohen 
Hillel Academy, and a Jewish 
style deli in town. It seems that 
a number of neighborhoods in 
Marblehead lure in Jewish fami-
lies to be a part of a section in 
town where everyone shares a 
common factor, Judaism. These 
pockets in town are particu-
larly close to the temples and 
the Jewish Community Center, 
offering easy access to the 
inhabitants. Living in a place 
where you can be sure that you 
are surrounded with people 
who are passionate about the 
same things that you are can 

mean that you are out of harm’s 
way, if necessary. 

Living in areas of town that 
also house other Jews can 
make a sense of a community. 
Although these neighborhoods 
are not advertised as being a 
Jewish community, these places 
in town can be a welcoming 
spot for a retiring Jewish couple 
or for a family with children. 
Children can play with other 
kids that are in a similar posi-
tion. Kids can feel a part of a 
community with other people 
like them, and feel that they 
are not missing out on popular 
holidays that other children in 
town may celebrate. 

The sense of a Jewish com-

munity is presented with the 
overwhelming amounts of 
cars lining the streets during 
the Jewish holidays or the lack 
of Christmas decor during the 
winter season. It is apparent 
when someone has passed away 
within these areas due to the 
increase in parked cars for sev-
eral days as they are clearly sit-
ting Shiva. 

Feeling a part of a group can 
allow for comfort, which these 
smaller areas in Marblehead 
allow for.

Lucy New is a student in 
Marblehead. She is a seventh 
grader at the Marblehead 
Veterans Middle School. 

Jewish communities in Marblehead 
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KITCHEN & BATH  
SHOWROOM

Wholesale & Retail  
Plumbing & Heating Supplies

55 Alley Street, Lynn
781-592-0583

www.bourneufshowroom.com

Open: Tues-Fri 9am-4pm
Sat 9am-12pm

Open: Tues-Fri 9am–4pm
Sat. 9am–12pm; Mon. by Appt. Only

They’re smarter than you think.
A1 has the best, most effective methods to  
get rid of mice, rats and rodents.

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com

RICHARD
PLASTER, PAINT & PAPERING
Repairs • Restoration • Rescue

Blueboard or Replaster
Wall & Woodwork Tuneup

Reasonable Rates

Call Jerry: 781-913-2826

Locally Licensed & Insured

781-588-5417
Mention this ad & receive 10% off

BRIAN’S 
PLUMBING

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

www.wjskouras.com
Call John: (978) 531-5545 

Fax: (978) 977-9982
Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Fully Insured

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
Residential  |  Commercial  |  General Carpentry

W. J. SKOURAS & CO. INC.

Professional  
Home Cleaning

978-741-7100 
www.maidpro.com/salem

Serving most North Shore towns
Call or visit us on the web for specials

        HOME
IMPROVEMENT

BAY STATE  
WINDOW  
FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Call Lisa!

Custom Draperies, 

Blinds, Shades & More!
Free Estimates & Installation

93 Main Street, Peabody
baystatewindowfashions.com

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC
To advertise, contact: 

Lois:  
lois@jewishjournal.org 

or call 
978-745-4111

AIDAN NEW
Special to the Journal

Every year I wait for the same 
exact thing. Year after year, I 
can’t wait for summer to start, 
because every summer I get to 
go to sleepaway camp, I get to 
go to my second home. This 
is a home filled with loving 
friendships, new and exciting 
activities, and a Jewish com-
munity. The first year I went to 
camp was 2013, I was nine at 
the time. I remember the day 
before camp I was ecstatic for 
the new adventures that would 
be poured down on me during 
the next month. I just couldn’t 
wait to go waterskiing for the 
first time or play basketball 
every day. 

You know what is funny? The 
day before camp the following 
year I was even more excited 
than I was the year before. 
But this time, I was excited for 
something totally different. This 
year I couldn’t wait to see the 
friends that I made the year 
before. I had moved past the 
activities, and now I was look-
ing forward to the people. You 
know why I couldn’t wait to see 
my friends at camp? All of them 
are Jewish. This is different than 
any of my other friends before. 
Although all of my camp friends 
are unique and different, we all 
shared one common trait. In 
the long run, that has proven 
to be something I have cher-

ished and will never forget. At 
camp I don’t have to describe 
to my friends why I don’t eat 
bread for a week every spring 
because they do it too. At school 
if I whipped out a matzah and 
peanut butter sandwich I would 
get many glares and questions. 
Camp has also taught me some 
things about my Jewish heritage 
that I didn’t know before. For 
instance, at home we do not 
celebrate Shabbat on a weekly 
basis, but at camp we do. I have 
learned many new Shabbat 
prayers and songs during the 
summer, and the best part is 
that I get to sing those along 
side all of my Jewish bunkmates. 

Another example of camp 
teaching me about my Jewish 
heritage is during our weekly 
Israeli culture classes. I have 
been educated on topics 
ranging from holidays to the 
Holocaust. All of these lessons 
have proven to be very interest-
ing to both me and my bunk-
mates. We go back to the bunk 
discussing the topic we learned 
that day, and we go back to cul-
ture each week with new ques-
tions and observations. I have 
learned over the summer that 
camp is the time and place that 
I can just let out my Jewish side, 
and to me that is pretty special.

Aidan New is a resident of 
Marblehead. He is thirteen years 
old and goes to Marblehead 
Veterans Middle School.

Summer camp: a second home



300 Salem Street (Vinnin Square)
Swampscott, MA 01907 

saganrealtors.com
781-593-6111 | 781-631-6111

For more details and photos of these and many other properties, visit saganrealtors.com

MARBLEHEAD...
Open concept contemporary  

lovingly cared for. FP living room with  
walls of glass. Family room.  

Close to beach.  Spacious master suite.  
Lovely private grounds. 

$559,000

SWAMPSCOTT...
Over-sized and well maintained  
3 bedroom, 2.5 bath multi-level.  

Quality upgrades.  
Newer granite and stainless kitchen.  

Perfect family home. 
$599,000

FIRST
ADS
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SHELLEY A. SACKETT
Special to the Journal

The selection committee of 
the International Jewish 
Film Festival has been 

hard at work since January and 
the result is a menu of films with 
something to satisfy every taste. 
From the serious (women’s roles 
in Orthodox Judaism, politics, 
the Holocaust) to the whimsical 
(Mah-jongg) and beyond (Star 
Trek’s Mr. Spock), this year’s line 
up features films from Israel, 
U.S., the Netherlands, France 
and Hungary.

The festival is part of the JCC 
of the North Shore’s adult pro-
gramming. It runs from Monday, 
May 8 through Thursday, May 
18. Films are screened at Salem 
Visitor Center, Warwick Cinema 
in Marblehead and the JCCNS. 
Several films are screened twice 
with both evening and mati-
née offerings. A full schedule is 
available at the JCCNS reception 
desk or at JCCNS.org.

Izzi Abrams has chaired the 
committee since the festival’s 
inaugural year in 2014. “Our big-
gest challenge this year was to 
present a diverse sampling of 
films,” she said. A glance at the 
festival schedule indicates she 
and her committee succeeded, 
with a balance of history, poli-
tics, drama, comedy and docu-
mentary films.

“The Women’s Balcony” 
(Israel, 2016) kicks off the 10-day 
festival with an Opening Night 
screening and dessert and coffee 
reception at the Salem Visitors 
Center on Monday, May 8 at 7:00 
p.m. Nominated for an Ophir 
Award (Israeli Academy Award), 
the popular movie centers on 
a devout Jerusalem Orthodox 

community and the conflict that 
ensues after an accident occurs 
during a bar mitzvah. While a 
comedy, the film addresses the 
more serious issue of women 
speaking truth to patriarchal 
power. Rabbi Lila Kagedan of 
the Walnut Street Synagogue in 
Chelsea will lead a post-screen-
ing discussion.

“Life Animated” (USA 2016) 
was nominated for an Academy 
Award in the documentary cat-
egory. It tells the inspiring story 
of how an autistic young man 
who is unable to speak and his 
family discovered a way to com-
municate through immersion in 
classic Disney animated films. 
The film screens Monday, May 
15 at 7 p.m. at the Salem Visitor 
Center and is followed by a dis-
cussion led by Jo Ann Simons, 
CEO of Northeast ARC.

Two films describe the life-
altering surprise and incon-
venience of uncovering one’s 
Jewish roots in post-Nazi Europe. 

A stylish thriller, “The Origin 
of Violence” (France, 2016) is 
about a young Catholic teacher 
who stumbles on a picture of a 
Jewish holocaust prisoner with 
a striking resemblance to his 
father. “Keep Quiet” (Hungary, 
2016) is the true story of an anti-
Semitic politician’s discovery 
that he is, in fact, Jewish and his 
confrontation with the painful 
truths about his family’s – and 
his country’s – wrong doings. 
Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez 
of Temple Sinai will lead a dis-
cussion following the Tuesday, 
May 16 screening at 7:30 p.m. at 
Warwick Cinema. 

On a lighter note, North 
Shore Mah-jongg fans and play-
ers are in for a literal treat when 
“The Tiles That Bind” (USA 
1998) screens at the JCCNS 
on Wednesday, May 17 at 6:30 
p.m. The documentary loving-
ly explores the history of the 
ancient game, which has been 
played by the Chinese since 
the time of Confucius. The film 
chronicles its continued hold on 
the social and culinary experi-
ences of Chinese and Jewish-

American families and friends. 
After a sumptuous vegetarian 
Chinese food dinner, filmgoers 
are invited to play Mah-jongg.

Closing out the festival is 
“Harmonia” (Israel 2016), a con-
temporary adaptation of the bib-
lical story of Sarah and Abraham 
set inside the inner sanctum of 

a symphony hall. The harpist 
Sarah and her husband, conduc-
tor Abraham, yearn to have a 
baby. Enter Hagar, a young horn 
player, whose friendship with 
Sarah results in a surprise con-
temporary twist to the Genesis 
story. The Thursday, May 18 
screening at the Salem Visitor 
Center at 6:30 p.m. will be pre-
ceded by live harp music and 
hors d’oeuvres and followed by 

a discussion led by Cantor Elana 
Rozenfeld of Congregation 
Shirat Hayam.

Sara Ewing, the festival’s 
Program Director and curator, 
explained the selection process. 
Each committee member picks 
one or two Jewish Film Festivals 
to research for ideas on films 
currently making the “festival 
circuit.” After reviewing the line 
up and speaking with the pro-
gram director about fan favor-
ites, the committee members 
recommend films for consider-
ation by the group, and a list 
is compiled. The full committee 
previews all films and makes its 
final decision based on artistic 
quality, a balance of different 
genres, and representation from 
diverse countries. 

“Film selection is always one 
of the biggest challenges,” said 
Susan Steigman, who has served 
on the committee since 2014 
and is responsible, in addition, 
for engaging some speakers for 
different films. “Sometimes it’s 
pretty clear which ones do not 
make the cut, but there are also 
so many, many very good films,” 
she added. 

According to Ewing, last 
year’s festival sold 1,600 tickets 
with many shows selling out. 
She expects to sell even more 
this year.

Asked how she responds to 
friends who ask her for recom-
mendations of which films they 
should see, Steigman laughs and 
says, “I say they are all good. 
Otherwise they would not have 
been selected!”

Tickets and more informa-
tion available at the JCCNS, 4 
Community Road, Marblehead 
or by calling 781-631-8330 or 
visiting jccns.org. 

JCC Film Festival covers politics to ‘Star Trek’

“Harmonia” (Israel 2016), a modern retelling of Abraham and Sarah, 
will close out the JCC Film Festival.

“For the Love of Spock” was 
directed by Adam Nimoy, the 
actor’s son.

“Film selection is  
always one of the 

biggest challenges. 
There are so many, many 

very good films.” 
– Susan Steigman
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Looking Ahead

Community NEWS

Spring workshops and classes include pastel 
workshop with Andrew Anderson Bell, April 
22 & 23, 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., members, 

$175; non-members, $200; Ellen Grandpre’s 
portrait drawing workshop, April 29, 10 a.m.- 4 

p.m., $40/$95; additional model fee; Marc Morin’s 
guided studio, acrylic painting classes, May 4,11,18,25, 

June 1,8, Thursdays, 6-9 p.m. $165/$190. 

Marblehead Arts Association’s 
six new exhibits are displayed 
through April 30, including 
works by Cheryl Dyment, 
Dimensions Invitational; 
Diane Bradgon, Joe 
Pulitano, National Art 
Honor Society students and 
Marblehead Schools art faculty.

Seven to eight MAA members 
display 15-20 pieces of affordable 

art for sale on a three month 
rotating schedule. 

April 22 
through July 16:

Opening Reception, Thursday,  
April 27,  5-7 pm.

Jennifer Casey – American Folk Art 
Alicia Cohen – Acrylic Paintings
Sandra Golbert – Felt and Beaded Jewelry
Jennifer Hakkarainen – Photography
Susan Kauder – Multi media Collage, 
Jewelry and 3D
Kathryn McKinnon – Healing Stone Jewelry
Susan Quateman – Handpainted Silk 
Scarves
Jane Saunders – Handmade Ceramics

KING HOOPER MANSION
8 HOOPER ST., MARBLEHEAD
MARBLEHEADARTS.ORG.

family FUN

BABY AND ME CLASS Bring children ages 6 months to 3 
years old to the Jewish Community Center in Marblehead 
on Fridays from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. for fun,  baby-focused 
classes and the chance to meet other parents and caregivers 
while children play together. Jccns.org. 

CHARLOTTE’S WEB Wheelock Family Theatre 
presents Joseph Robinette’s 
stage adaptation of EB 
White’s beloved children’s 
story “Charlotte’s Web“ 
through May14,  200 
Riverway, Boston. 
tickets@wheelock.edu, 
wheelockfamilytheatre.org.

PJ LIBRARY TOT SHABBAT  Temple B’nai Abraham 
welcomes families with young children to join them for 
the CJP-supported, Lappin Foundation and temple’s Happy 
Shabbat with story, Music with Marcy, free dinner and 
dessert, Friday, April 28, 5:30-6:30 p.m., 200 Lothrop 
St., Beverly. Reservations requested, walk-ins welcome. 
posher@lappinfoundation.org. 

SOUND SCULPTURE New England Foundation for the 
Arts’ Creative City Program features Ryan Edwards and 
Andrew Hlynsky’s interactive, physical, light and sound 
installation, “Sound Sculpture,” April 28, 29, from 7:30-11 
p.m. with special family programming Saturday, April 29, 12 
noon-2 p.m. Free and open to the public at the Innovation 
and Design Bldg., 21 Drydock Ave., Suite 110E, Boston. 
Soundsculpture.space/.

THE SLEEPING BEAUTY Boston Ballet presents Marius 
Petipas’ beloved ballet with additional choreography by Sir 
Frederick Ashton, set to Tchaikovsky’s classic music, April 
28-May 27 at the Boston Opera House, Washington St., 
Boston. Bostonballet.org.

IMPROV FOR EVERYONE ImprovBoston is debuting a new 
improvisational experience for guests and families living with 
autism and special needs, “Improv for Everyone: Comedy for 
Kids with Autism and their Families, April 29 at 10 a.m., at 
their site in Cambridge. ImprovBoston.com/schedule.

JCC ADAPTIVE MUSIC Children with developmental 
and intellectual disabilities ages 6-17 may participate in 
an educational music and performance-based program 
Wednesdays through May 24, 4-5 p.m. They will write songs 
and stage,  choreograph and perform a show for family and 
friends. Nine-week course,  $315,  scholarships available. 
Leventhal-Sidman Jewish Community Center,  333 Nahanton 
St., Newton. inclusion@jccgb.org,  617-558-6507.

SHORE COUNTRY DAY OPEN HOUSE First Friday open 
houses continue for coeducational students in grades 
pre-kindergarten to 9 at Shore Country Day, 545 Cabot 
St., Beverly. Buses provided for students from Andover, 
Gloucester, Lynnfield,  Marblehead,  Swampscott and 
Newburyport. First Friday open tours also offered. 
ShoreSchool.org. 978-927-1700.

KIDS NEW JEWISH LEARNING PROGRAM Experiential 
skill-building classes connecting children to Jewish life are 
offered at the Leventhal-Sidman Jewish Community Center, 
333 Nahanton St.,  Newton. The classes are part of the 
center’s new Discovery Club program  and include Earth 
Adventurers,  Early Astronomers,  Spicing it Up,  Spectacular 
Storytellers,  and Growing Gardeners,  for children ages 5-8. 
bostonjcc.org/discoveryclub,  discoveryclub@jccgb.

PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT SHALOM CIRCLE  Jewish 
children ages 8-younger,  their parents and  
grandparents are invited to PJ Library Shabbat Shalom 
Circle,  where they’ll welcome in Shabbat with stories,  
songs,  friendship and a free dinner,  Friday,  May 12,  
June 9, alternating between Temple Ner Tamid,  Lowell 
St., Peabody,  and Chelsea Jewish Foundation,  Tanzer 
Room,  240 Lynnfield St., Peabody. Free program of 
Lappin Foundation,  NSJCC and Temple Ner Tamid, 
supported by CJP. posher@lappinfoundation.org. 

KARISHIM SWIM TEAM A competitive swim club for boys 
and girls ages 6-18 at the JCC Karishim Swim Club is taking 
registrations for the spring season  at the Leventhal Sidman 
JCC,  Newton. Registration is open to the entire community; 
JCC membership required. karishim@jccgb.org.

DR. JACOB MESKIN The prestigious educator leads an 11-session class 
called “Fateful Encounter: Relations Between Jews and Muslims in the 
Medieval and Modern World,” Thursdays, 7:30-9:30 p.m., at the Jewish 
Community Center of the North Shore, Community Road,  Marblehead. 617-
559-8708, jccns.org.

ENGAGING ISRAEL: FOUNDATION FOR A NEW RELATIONSHIP Temple 
Emanu-El and Congregation Shirat Hayam present Rabbis David Meyer 
and Michael Ragozin leading the Engaging Israel project,  where Jews join 
others from around the world to think about Israel, its meaning in their lives 
and the positive influence of the Jewish nation. Tuesday discussions from 
7:30-9 p.m. on May 2,  May 23,  June 6,  at alternating synagogues. JCC,  
Hillel Academy and synagogue members,  $36; general community,  $50. 
shirathayam.org/iengage. 

FITNESS CLASS North Suburban Jewish Community Center and Temple 
Ner Tamid sponsor Pilates,  Sunday mornings,  10:30-11:30 a.m.,  and 
zumba, Monday nights,  6:15-7:15 p.m. at Temple Ner Tamid,  368 Lowell 
St.,  Peabody. RSVP to arlyneg@nsjcc.org. 

YOM HASHOAH Salem State University honors Holocaust Remembrance 
Day with speaker Professor Samuel Kassow of Trinity College, who will 
discuss “Polish Jewry: History, Misconceptions, and Holocaust Denial,” 
Sunday, April 23, 7 p.m., at Higgins Middle School, 85 Perkins St., Peabody. 
Presentation of the Sonia Schreiber Weitz Upstander Award, music 
performed by the university’s Women’s Chorale, and the Survivor Candle 
Lighting Ceremony complete the program that’s free and open to the public.  

JOURNAL MENSCHIONS The Jewish Journal celebrates its Honorable 
Menschions with a “Menschions & Mimosas” Fundraiser Brunch on April 
23 at 11 a.m. at the JCC in Marblehead. Tickets are $54 per person. Call 
Todd at 978-745-4111 X 130 for details.

W.A.G. EVENT The North Shore Widows and Widowers Group will attend 
“The Drowsy Chaperone,” Sunday, April 23, at the Sophia Gordon Center 
at Salem State University. Car pools meet at Temple Ner Tamid, Lowell St., 
Peabody, at 12:45 p.m. Make your own driving arrangements if possible. 
Car pool riders, please  contribute $2 for the ride. Tickets, $11; dinner 
cost at Not Your Average Joe’s, Peabody, determined by one’s order.  
Reservations with Sylvia Loman, 978-535-5211. Make checks payable  
to  W.A.G., c/o Arlene Titelbaum, 13 Forenza Road, Peabody, MA 01960. 
Space limited. 

AUTHOR RITA GOLDBERG Basel-born American raised author and 
daughter of an army psychiatrist, the Harvard University lecturer in 
comparative literature will talk about her memoir, “Motherland: Growing Up 
with the Holocaust,” Sunday, April 23, at 6 p.m., at Temple Beth Israel, 25 
Harvard St., Waltham. Light refreshments will be served at the free lecture. 
Attendees may also purchase books after the program. Tbiwaltham.org.

ARTISAN 
SHOP

NEW 
EXHIBITS

SPRING 
WORKSHOPS



“I buried my negatives in the ground in order
 that there should be some record of our tragedy.” 

— Henryk Ross

Through July 30, 2017
Organized by the Art Gallery of Ontario, in association with the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.

Lead support from Lisbeth Tarlow and Stephen Kay. With generous support from Marc S. Plonskier and Heni Koenigsberg, and Roberta and Stephen R. Weiner.

Additional support provided by The David Berg Foundation; Dr. John and Bette Cohen; the Rita J. and Stanley H. Kaplan Family Foundation, Inc.; Mary Levin Koch and William Koch; Ronald and Julia Druker; the Highland Street Foundation; Joy and 
Douglas Kant; Marjie and Robert Kargman; Brian J. Knez; Myra Musicant and Howard Cohen; James and Melinda Rabb; Cameron R. Rahbar and Dori H. Rahbar; the Schlebovitz Family; Candice and Howard Wolk; Xiaohua Zhang and Quan Zhou; 
and the Andrew and Marina Lewin Family Foundation. Educational and public programming is generously supported by the Beker Foundation. Additional support provided by the Phillip and Edith Leonian Foundation. With thanks to our partners 
Facing History and Ourselves, and the Jewish Arts Collaborative (JArts).

Henryk Ross, Ghetto police with woman behind barbed wire (detail), 1942. Gelatin silver print. Collection of the Art Gallery of Ontario. Gift from Archive of Modern Conflict, 2007. © Art Gallery of Ontario, 2017.
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HUNTINGTON THEATRE FUNDRAISING SPOTLIGHT SPECTACULAR  As part of its fundraising  efforts, the 
theater honors Broadway superstar Billy Porter and Boston Mayor Martin Walsh,  Monday, April 24, with 
entertainment by Porter, Aimee Doherty, Telly Leung and Ken Robinson. kdoyle@huntingtontheatre.org., 

SALEM STATE ENTERPRISE CENTER Business workshops include Making Social Media Work for your 
Business, April 25, What is Equity-Based Crowdfunding? Is It Right for You?, April 26,; Start Up Tuesdays, 
Key Elements of a Business Plan, May 2; Know Your Numbers: Cash Flow Your Way to Break Even, May 4, 
and Local Food Series: Build Your  Food Brand Through Social Media, May 9, all 8:30-10:30 a.m. 121 Loring 
Ave., Salem.

PUBLIC ART SHABBAT DINNER JArts presents internationally-acclaimed artist Julia Vogt on Friday, April 
28 at 6:30 p.m. with social art that’s grounded in community involvement, including discussions with 
community stakeholders, during a post-Passover dinner.  1320 Centre St., Suite 301, Newton Centre.  
JArts is developing a Boston freedom and exile-themed public art installation for Passover in 2018 and 
invites participants to share I nthe creative process. 

STEPS FOR LIFE 5K Gift of Life’s Steps for Life Run and Walk, a race that’s dedicated to raising 
awareness for bone marrow and blood stem cell transplants, occurs April 30 at Chestnut Hill Reservoir, 
Brighton. Registration, 8 a.m., welcome ceremony, 9 a.m.; introduction of transplant recipient to donor, 
9:15 a.m.; Kids Super Hero Sprint, 9:30 a.m.; 5K Run and Walk, 9:45 a.m. and post-run celebration awards 
ceremony. giftoflife.org/boston.

ADINA HOFFMAN AND RAFI SEGAL Author Adina Hoffman and Israeli architect Rafi Segal discuss 
people behind the buildings and recurring themes of loss, exile and belonging in their discussion, “Till We 
Have Built Jerusalem,” Monday, May 1, 7:30 p.m., Hebrew College, 160 Herrick Road, Newton Center. 
Tickets and book, $40; tickets only, $18.information, jartsboston.org, info@jartsboston.org.

ART OF JEWISH STORYTELLING Lynn author-editor Steven A. Rosenberg, presents a program Thursday, 
May 4, 7:30 p.m., JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead.   The talented writer and documentary 
filmmaker, who penned, “Middle Class Heroes: Voices from Boston’s Suburbs,” will have his book available 
for sale at this free Lappin Foundation-JCCNS-sponsored event. Walk-ins welcome. RSVP requested to 
Susan Feinstein, sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org.  

JIMMY FUND FIT FEST Register now for Reebok’s Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and Jimmy Fund  Fit 
Fest, an outdoor fitness festival, Saturday, May 6, 8 a.m.-12noon, at the Hatch Shell on the Charles River 
Esplanade, Boston. All fitness levels welcome.  The event features some of Boston’s top trainers from 
well-known gyms, such as Corepower Yoga, Barry’s Bootcamp and EverybodyFights. To register, use code 
STRONG for $5 off.

FRIENDS OF HILLEL LIBRARY BRUNCH The group honors Edith Bloch Award winners Carole and Jack 
Skowronski at a brunch that’s open to the community, May 7, 10:30 a.m., featuring award-winning author 
Richard Michelson, Cohen Hillel Academy, Six Community Road, Marblehead. RSVP by April 28 to diane@
cohenhillel.org or call 781-639-2880.

RABBI GREG HERSH TORAH STUDIES The rabbi of Temple Emmanuel of Wakefield invites interested 
people to attend his free classes that teach about the Five Books of Moses through May 17, 7:30 
p.m., with “The Expansive Nature of Torah-From Moses to Today,” 120 Chestnut St., Wakefield. 
WakefieldTemple.org.

SUSILO SYMPOSIUM 2017 Early bird registration is now for the Susilo Institute’s symposium, “Defining 
Global Ethics for the 21st Century Economy: New Realities for Businesses and Educators,” co-hosted by 
Bentley University, June 15-17, at Bentley and Boston Universities, 175 Forest St., Waltham, and Rafik B. 
Hariri Bldg., 595 Comm. Ave.,Boston. $40-$275. Registration closes June 5, at 5 p.m.

TIFERET SHALOM OPEN HOUSE Peabody Reform Jewish congregation welcomes people of all 
backgrounds to its open houses located in several areas of the North Shore. For information or to RSVP to 
a site,  e-mail bsimons@templetiferetshalom.org.  

PARADISE Underground Railway Theater presents the world premiere of Laura Maria Censabella’s 
two-act, two-hour play “Paradise,” starring Barlow Adamson and Caitlin Nasema Cassidy 
through May 7, Central Square Theater, 450 Mass. Ave. Cambridge. Tickets start at $20. 
CentralSquareTheater.org.

RED ROOM CAFÉ Black Violin, April 22, 7 and 9 p.m., $20/$25, Overcoats and Yoke Lore, April 28, 
8 p.m., $12/$14; and EMMARIE, with another act to be announced, April 29, 8 p.m., $10/$12, All 
shows are for all ages. Café 939 at 939 Boylston St., Boston.cafe939.com.

MUSIC AT THE CABOT a  singing,dancing musical show, “In the Mood,” April 23, 6 p.m.; Kashmir, 
April 29, 8 p.m.; The Wailin’ Jennys, May 6, at 8 p.m., and the Naked Magicians from Australia, 
May 12, 8 p.m., 286Cabot St., Beverly. Thecabot.org. 

DAVID FRANCEY me and thee coffeehouse welcomes the beloved award-winning Canadian 
troubadour performing Friday, April 21, at 8 p.m., Unitarian Universalist Church of Marblehead, 28 
Mugford St., Marblehead. 7:30 p.m. meandthee.org.

REMEMBERING THE ‘40s The Reagle Music Theatre presents this musical salute to the war 
generation and home front, April 22, at 2 and 7 p.m.,and April 23, 2 p.m., 617 Lexington St., 
Waltham $35-$63; youths, $25. Veterans admitted free;  Reaglemusictheatre.com. 781-891-5600, 
Ext. 1201, or email groups@reaglemusictheatre.org.

SOLI DEO GLORIA The First Church in Swampscott will hold its final Soli Deo Gloria concert April 
23, 3 p.m., at the church located at 40 Monument Ave., Swampscott. The concert is free and 
doesn’t require reservations but audience donations are welcome.

THE GLOAMING The group presents an all-new Irish music sound at its Boson debut, April 22, 8 
p.m. Berklee Performance Center, 136 Mass.Ave, Boston. $42, $37, $32, $28. WorldMusic.org. 

PATRICE WILLIAMSON HONORS ELLA FITZGERALD 
The renowned vocalist celebrates the  Ella Fitzgerald 

centennial with her new CD “Come Love,” performing 
with guitarist Jon Wheatley, and accompanied by 
pianist Mark Shilansky, bassist Keala Kaumeheiwa 

and drummer Ron Savage, April 25, 7:30 p.m. at the 
Regattabar at the Charles Hotel, One Bennett St., Cambridge. 

$20; students, $15. Getshowtix.com/regattabar.

Music & COMEDY

JCA ORCHESTRA  
The Jazz Composers 

Alliance Orchestra, featuring 
the Strings Theory Trio, 
welcomes Earth Day musically, 
Saturday, April 22, 8 p.m.., 
at The Space, 128 Brookside 
Ave., Jamaica Plain.  $15; 
students, seniors, $10. 
jazzcomposersalliance.org.

APRIL 
22

APRIL 
25
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Proceeds to benefit
The Rabbi Myron and Eileen Geller Endowment Fund 
for Family Learning
at the Sylvia Cohen Religious School
Temple Ahavat Achim
Gloucester, MA

For more information, go to www.rockportmusic.org 
or call the Shalin Liu Box Office, 978-546-7391 
or Temple Ahavat Achim, 978-281-0739, extension 5.

Temple Ahavat Achim

is pleased to present
Neshama Carlebach in Concert
with Reverend Milton Vann 
and The Glory to God Singers

Sunday, May 7, 2017  � 5:00 p.m.
Shalin Liu Performance Center
37 Main Street, Rockport, MA

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

coolcityentertainment.com
chris@coolcityentertainment.com

978.853.7755

COOLCITYENTERTAINMENT DJ SERVICECOOLCITYENTERTAINMENT DJ SERVICE
THE BEST VALUE  
WEDDINGS & MITZVAHS  
DJ’S & UPLIGHTING

154 Atlantic Avenue
Marblehead, MA 01945

1-800-432-0304  • 1-781-631-0303

Stowaway Sweets

Candy for  
All Occasions!

AMEX        DISCOVER        MC        VISA
617-738-3354

michaelsdelibrookline.com

256 Harvard St., Brookline

60 Canterbury St., Andover, MA 01810
Visit our new website: 

www.andovercountryclub.com
978.475.1263

Wedding Receptions
Family Celebrations  
Corporate Events
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

Golf Outings • Pool & Tennis Club

Event 
Planning

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

TO ADVERTISE, CONTACT LOIS: LOIS@JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG OR CALL 978-745-4111

Party Planning
At Its Best…
InvItatIons, table lInens 
& Much, Much More
Complimentary Consultation 
by Appointment

781-631-6603
eltouch@pgcomptech.com

Donna Kagan’s

Elegant Touch

Week of Friday, April 21 through Thursday, April 27, 2017

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

FREE FIRE (R) 
Fri & Sat: (12:00), (2:30),  

(4:45), 7:00, 9:30
Sun: (12:00), (2:30), (4:45), 7:00

Mon - Thu: (4:45), 7:00

THE FATE OF THE FURIOUS (PG-13) 
Fri & Sat: (12:45), (4:15), 7:15, 10:00

Sun: (12:45), (4:15), 7:15
Mon - Thu: (4:15), 7:15

FRANTZ (PG-13) 
Exhibited in HD in our  

intimate 18-seat Screening Room
Fri: (11:45 AM), (2:35),  

(4:35), 7:20, 9:20
Sat: (2:35), (4:35), 7:20, 9:20

Sun: (2:35), (4:35), 7:20
Mon - Thu: (4:35), 7:20

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST (PG) 
Fri & Sat: (12:30), (4:00), 6:45, 9:40

Sun: (12:30), (4:00), 6:45
Mon - Thu: (4:00), 6:45

THIS PERFECT PLACE:  
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
(NR) 

Mon-Thu: 4:30 PM

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our  

intimate 18-seat Screening Room
Fri - Sun: 2:00, 6:30
Mon - Thu: 6:30 PM

Visit our website for other showtimes

Week of Friday, April 21, 2017 through Thursday, April 27, 2017

FREE FIRE (R) 
Fri & Sat: (12:00), (2:30), (4:45), 7:00, 9:30

Sun: (12:00), (2:30), (4:45), 7:00
Mon - Thu: (4:45), 7:00

THE FATE OF THE FURIOUS (PG-13) 
Fri & Sat: (12:45), (4:15), 7:15, 10:00

Sun: (12:45), (4:15), 7:15
Mon - Thu: (4:15), 7:15

FRANTZ (PG-13) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat Screening Room

Fri: (11:45 AM), (2:35), (4:35), 7:20, 9:20
Sat: (2:35), (4:35), 7:20, 9:20

Sun: (2:35), (4:35), 7:20
Mon - Thu: (4:35), 7:20

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST (PG) 
Fri & Sat: (12:30), (4:00), 6:45, 9:40

Sun: (12:30), (4:00), 6:45
Mon - Thu: (4:00), 6:45

This Perfect Place: A Natural History of the Massachusetts North Shore (NR) 
Mon - Thu: 4:30 PM

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat Screening Room

Fri - Sun: 2:00, 6:30
Mon - Thu: 6:30 PM

Casual Daytime Wear
to Black Tie Party Wear

COME SEE… WHAT’S NEW!

SPRING 
into STYLE!

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA ~ 781-289-3672
By Appointment | Entrance at Rear of House | Major Credit Cards

* Prior purchases & special orders excluded. Selected merchandise.

UP 
TO

*SALE         50%
 OFF* Extraordinary, Contemporary  

Clothing for Today’s Woman

Selma’sSelma’s

Call Today… 
For an Appointment 

To Update 
YOUR LOOK!
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THELONIOUS 
MONKFISH 
JAZZ FESTIVAL 
Jazz master Sheila 
Jordan, Yoko Miwa 
Trio, Dominique Eade, 
Eula Lawrence the Italian 
Tenors, composed of 
Jerry Bergonzi, George 
Garzone and Frank Tiberi 
among the headliners 
at the annual jazz festival April 27-May 7, 524 Mass. 
Ave., Cambridge. No cover for shows, excluding 
Sheila Jordan ($10) and master class ($35). Dinner 
reservations recommended. theloniousmonkfish.com.

THE DANCE CARTEL ON THE FLOOR Oberon welcomes guests 
18+ years old to the Dance Carrel on the Floor featuring Colby 
Drasher April 27, DJ Begbeck, April 28, and live music from the 
Niki Luparelli Groovesity,  2 Arrow St., Cambridge. No dress code. 
Dance floor tickets from $25. Americanrepertorytheater.org.

BRANFORD MARSALIS QUARTET  Spectacle Manamgement 
presents the Branford Marsalis Quartet performing with Kurt Elling 
on Friday, April 28 at 8 p.m. at Cary Memorial Hall, Lexington. $59-
$79. caryhalllexington.com.

LESLEY ANN WARREN Iconic star Lesley Ann Warren lights up North 
Shore Music Theatre in Beverly performing in the touring dance show, 
“Dance to the Movies,” April 29, 2 and 8 p.m., 62 Dunham Road. The 
show also stars “Dancing with the Stars” standouts Tony Dovolani  
and Anna Trebunskaya. $79, $69; Meet-and-Greet add-on packages 
available at $100. NSMT.org, 978-232-7200.

EILEEN IVERS Spectacle Management proudly presents fiddler 
Eileen Ivers, Saturday, April 29, 7:30 p.m., Larcom Performing Arts 
Theatre, 13 Wallis St., Beverly. $49-$59. thelarcom.org.

NATALIE DESSAY The iconic soprano performs with pianist 
Philippe Cassard, April 29, 8 p.m., New England Conservatory’s 
Jordan Hall, 30 Gainsborough St., Boston. 617-482-6661.

KRISTIN CHENOWETH The petite star with the huge personality, 
talent and charisma performs Sunday, April 30, 7 p.m. at 
Symphony Hall, 301 Mass. Ave.,Boston. celebrityseries.org/
chenoweth.

NORTH SHORE PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA The orchestra 
closes this season with a concert of music by Chabrier, DeFalla, 
Rodrigo and Debussy featuring guitarist Aaron Larget-Caplan, April 
30, 3 p.m., Swampscott High School, 200 Essex St., Swampscott. 
$25; students, seniors, $20. Nspo.org.

HANDEL SEMELE Handel and Haydn Society Orchestra and 
Chorus perform Handel’s “Orator of Lust, Ambition and Power” as 
their final concerts for the season, May 5 at 7:30 p.m., and May 
7 at 3 p.m., Symphony Hall, 301 Mass. Ave., Boston  $48-$92. 
Handelanhaydn.org, 617-266-3605.

APRIL 27 – 
MAY 7

Submit your events to:
calendar@jewishjournal.org

Calendar Editor  SHEILA BARTH 



THE HIT MUSICAL COMEDY From the Producers of
MY MOTHER’S ITALIAN MY FATHER’S 

JEWISH & I’M IN THERAPY!

NOW PLAYING THRU  JUNE 25

“Be Prepared
To Laugh Off

A Few
Pounds!”

 - BroadwayWorld.com

In the same energetic and fun spirit as Menopause The Musical®, 
WaistWatchers The Musical! takes a hilarious and light hearted look at 

four women dealing with food, friendship,  love, life and sex!

REGENT THEATRE  7 Medford Street, Arlington, MA
Box Office: (781) 646-4849 • Groups (12+): 1-888-264-1788

WaistWatchersTheMusical.com

SHOWTIMES: Wed. 2pm, Thu. 2 & 7pm, Fri. 8pm, Sat. 2 & 8pm, Sun. 2pm

The National Touring Production

“THeAudienceEats THe Show Up!”- Miami Herald

A Widow, Widowers &  Singles Group at Shirat Hayam
Open to the community. Membership not required.

Come join us as we  
celebrate our birthdays!!

Dinner, entertainment and more!
 

Sunday, May 21 at 4:00 pm
At Congregation Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Avenue, Swampscott

$18.00 in advance (payable to CSH), $25.00 at the door

Please call 781-599-8005 or email csh@shirathayam.org  
with any questions or to RSVP.

You may also register online at  
http://shirathayam.org/Connections-May-2017

C   NNECTIONS
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EVERYMAN Carol Ann Duffy’s stirring 80-minute, one-act adaptation of 
“Everyman” is performed through May 6: Friday, Saturday, 8 p.m.; Sunday, April 
23, 30, at 3 p.m., Apollinaire Theatre, Chelsea Theatre Works, 189 Winnisimmet 
St., Chelsea. Post-performance reception after every show. Advance tickets, $20, 
at the door, $25; students, $15. 617-887-2336, apollinairetheatre.com.

THE DROWSY CHAPERONE Salem State University presents musical comedy 
hit, “The Drowsy Chaperone,” April 23 & 30 at 2 p.m. and April 27-29, 7:30 
p.m.  Sophia Gordon Center, Salem. $15; students, seniors, $10. Salem 
salemstatetickets.com.

BECKET IN BRIEF 
Commonwealth Shakespeare 

Company presents Will 
Lyman, Ken Baltin and 

Ashley Risteen starring in 
Becket’s “Rough for Radio II,” “The 
Old Tune,” and “Krapp’s Last Tape 
April 27-30, May 3-7: Wednesday-
Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; matinees 

Saturday, Sunday 3 p.m., excluding April 29. Sorenson Center for the 
Arts at Babson College, 19 Babson College Drive, Wellesley. $40. 
THE GIFT HORSE Boston’s popular award-winning playwright Lydia R. Diamond 
presents the premiere of her sharp new comedy, featuring an all-star Boston cast, 
April 22-May 14, with New Repertory Theatre, Mainstage Theater, Mosesian 
Center for the Arts, 321 Arsenal St., Watertown. $30-$59 student tickets, $20; 
student rush tickets, $15; senior, group discounts also. Newrep.org, 617-923-
8487.

BARBECUE Summer L. Williams helms a Boston star-studded cast in Lyric Stage 
Company of Boston’s production of “Barbecue,” a searing comedy by Robert 
O’Hara, appearing through  May 7, 140 Clarendon St., Boston.lyricstage.com.

NO EXIT Exiled Theatre presents Jean-Paul Sartre’s play, adapted by Paul Bowles, 
weekends, through April 30, at Auspicious Phoenix, The Space Studio, 438 
Somerville Ave., Somerville: Friday, Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 2 p.m.  $20; 
students with ID, $15. Exiledtheatre.com. 

ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO’S NEST Boston Children’s Theatre presents the 
stage adaption of Ken Kesey’s 1962 novel through April 29: Boston Center for the 
Arts Plaza Theatre, 539 Tremont St., Boston. Recommended for audiences over 
14 years old because of strong language and adult themes. $10-$35; group rates 
also. bit.ly/BCTCuckoosnest, bostonchildrenstheatre.org.

HOMEBODY Underground Railway Theatre’s multi-award winning Debra Wise 
performs in Tony Kushner’s one-act, one-hour play, “Homebody,” through May 
7, directed by Nora Theater Company’s artistic director Lee Mikeska Gardner, at 
Central Square Theater, 450 Mass. Ave., Cambridge.CentralSquareTheater.org, 
617-576-9278, Ext. 1.  Tickets start at $46.

MY 80-YEAR-OLD BOYFRIEND Merrimack Repertory Theatre presents the 
musical comedy starring Broadway singer-actress Charissa Bertels, April 26-May 
21, Nancy L. Donahue Theatre, 50 R. Merrimack St., Lowell. $26-$70. mrt.org, 
978-654-4678.

GABRIEL Stoneham Artistic Director Weylin Symes directs  Moira Buffini’s 
intriguing play, “Gabriel,” April 27-May 14, 395 Main St., Stoneham.$ 45-$50; 
seniors, $40-$45;students with valid ID, $20. stonehamtheatre.org, 781-279-2200.

IDAN RAICHEL the global music iconic producer, composer and pianist 
who changed contemporary Israeli music performs Boston premiere work, 
Saturday, April 29, 8 p.m. Berklee Performance Center, 136 Mass. Ave., 
Boston.$58,$48.$38,$30. Worldmusic.org.

CONCIERTO: A LATIN 
AMERICAN VOYAGE The 
45-member Cantemus chamber 
chorus presents a program of 
contemporary Latin American music 
from Argentina, Puerto Rico and 
Venuezula, performed in Spanish, 
featuring Boston’s special guests 
Rumbarroco, Latin-Baroque fusion 
ensemble, on April 29,7:30 p.m., Christ Church of 
Hamilton and Wenham, 149 Asbury St., South Hamilton; 
April 30, 4 p.m.,Central Congregational Church, 14 Titcomb 
St., Newburyport, and May 7 at The Bridge at 211, Murray Hall, 211 
Bridge St., Salem.cantemus.org.

‘THE RETURN OF THE VIOLIN’ The Boston Jewish Film Festival presents “The 
Return of the Violin,” Sunday, April 30, 5:30-9 p.m., Joseph B. Martin Conference 
Center, 77 Avenue Louise Pasteur, Boston. The event includes a remembrance 
of Boston Symphony Orchestra cellist Jules Eskin z”l, wine, hors d’oeuves and a 
dessert finale. $200 per person. bjff.org.

BOSTON CIRCUS GUILD The group presents a new circus show, “Throwback 
Tales: A Retro Spectacle,” featuring the spectacle first and the dance party 
following, May 4-12, Thursdays, Fridays, when professional circus performers 
reveal stories of their youth through their spectacular skills, at Oberon  2 Arrow 
St., Cambridge. Thursday, 8p.m.; Friday, 7,10:30 p.m.for audiences 18+ years 
old. Cluboberon.com, 617-547-8300.

THEATRE ESPRESSO Theatre Espresso celebrates its 25th anniversary, Thursday, 
May 4, 5:30-8:30 p.m.at Faneuil Hall, Boston, with its presentation of play, “The 
Trial of Anthony Burns”. Tickets. theatreespresso.bpt.me.

CHELSEA BERRY  
Prateek Podder opens for 

contemporary singer-
songwriter Chelsea Berry, 

May 6, 8 p.m.,Unitarian 
Universalist Church, Linden 

Tree Coffeehouse,326 Main St., 
Wakefield. $20; students 16-under, 
$10. LindenTreeCoffeehouse.org.

Theater & DANCE

APRIL 
27-30
MAY 
3-7

APRIL 
29 & 30

MAY 6

Please support our advertisers by choosing them first.  
Our advertisers, along with our contributors, make the Jewish Journal possible!
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REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com 2/17

ORTHODONTIST

10/17

Weaver OrthOdOntics
Orthodontics for Adults, Adolescents and Children

PERSONAL TRAINING & NUTRITIONAL COACHING

4/17

www.embodymentrx.com
matt@embodymentrx.com

(781) 710-2131
FREE Consultation!

EMBODYMENT RX
Making it Simple to Lose Weight  
And Increase Energy Through  
Proper Exercise and Nutrition

HEARING

2/17

Doctor Trusted, Patient Voted #1
600 Loring Avenue, Salem, MA

978-607-0062 • renewhearing.net

Personalized home care services 
from 1-hour a week to 24-hrs a day

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

781-245-1880  abchhp.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

1/18

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

6/17

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

LASER DENTISTRY
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293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300 • Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com • hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

HEALTH SERVICES

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored 11/17

PRIVATE DUTY CARE	
	

	

	
	
	
	

Concierge Level Home Care 
	
	

Case	Management	
Medical	Escort	

	

Memory	Care	•	Personal	Care	
	

Meticulous	Staff	Selection	
Companions	•	Home	Health	Aides	

LPNs	•	RNs	
	

Providing	Up	to	24/7	Care	
	

Fully	Bonded	and	Insured	
	

8	Cherry	Street	•	Danvers,	MA	01923	
978-500-5161	

AberdeenHomeCareInc.com	
	

Specializing in Private Duty Home Care Since 2001 
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ELDER SERVICES
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Serving Danvers, Marblehead, Salem,  
Middleton & Peabody Since 1976 

978-750-4540     www.nselder.org 

Information, Support & Services for  
our local area older adults 
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LOUISE WINANT ART EXHIBITION The Firehouse 
Center for the arts will hold an artist’s reception for 
Lynn native-Sutton resident Louise Winant, April 
30, 4-6 p.m., whose latest exhibition, “Seasons and 
Innocence,” is on display April 26-May 21, in the 
Institution for Savings Art Gallery, Market Square, 
Newburyport. firehouse.org. 

NEW ARTISAN SALE Artists Jennifer Casey, Alicia 
Cohen, Sandra Golbert, Jennifer Hakkarainen, Susan 
Kauder, Kathryn McKinnon, Susan Quateman and 
Jane Saunders offer a cornucopia of their unique 
artwork and craftsmanship for sale in the artisan 
shop, April 22-July 16, at the Marblehead Arts 
Association kicking of with an opening reception 
Thursday , April 27, 5-7 p.m. that’s free and open to 
all, 8 Hooper St., Marblehead. Marbleheadarts.org. 

WINTHROP ART ASSOCIATION ART FESTIVAL 
The association kicks off its weekend spring festival 
Friday, April 28, 7-9 p.m.with a reception, at EB 
Newton Cultural Center, 45 Pauline St., Winthrop. The 
festival continues April 29, 12-6 p.m.,and April 30, 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. Free, open to all. winthropartassociation.
org.   

TRIVIA NIGHT Expand your knowledge of Russian 
history and culture, May 4, 6-7:30 p.m., at the 

Museum of Russian Icons, 203 Union St., Clinton, 
MA. Admission to the museum on the first 
Thursday of the month, from 4 to 8 p.m., is free. 
Museumofrussianicons.org.

ROSE ART MUSEUM The Rose Art Museum’s spring 
exhibitions include Fred Eversley: Black, White, 
Gray; Tommy Hartung’s “King Solomon’s Mines;” 
Collection at Work; Reflections: Louise Nevelson, 
1967; Sarah Sze, Blue Wall Moulting; and Mark Dion, 
The Undisciplined Collector, a permanent collection. 
Brandeis University, 415 South St., Waltham, free 
and open to the public. Wednesday through Sunday 
thru June 11, 11a.m.- 5 p.m. brandeis.edu/rose/.

WOW WORLD OF WEARABLE ART Peabody Essex 
Museum celebrates WOW,  the world where fashion 
meets art in dazzling pageantry, created by artists 
using eclectic materials,  through June 11,  East India 
Square,  Salem.pem.org.

Da VINCI-THE GENIUS The Museum of Science 
presents the fascinating,  comprehensive traveling 
exhibition touting Renaissance artist Leonardo Da 
Vinci’s works as a painter, sculptor, anatomist,  
inventor of military equipment,  musical instruments,  
architectural,  engineering and scientific inventions,  
including his plans to create the military tank,  

battering ram,  bicycle,  airplane,  helicopter,  and 
much more. Museum admission is included in the 
Exhibit Halls ticket fee. Seniors,  $25; children ages 
3-11,  $20. mos.org.   

THOREAU BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS As part 
of its yearlong bicentennial celebration, Concord 
Museum features Abelardo Morell’s panoramic 
photographic exhibition,  “Walden: Four Views/
Abelardo Morell,” through August 20, in the Wallace 
Kane Gallery; “The Anatomy of A Desk: Writing with 
Thoreau and Emerson,” where visitors may sit at a 
reproduction of  Thoreau’s desk and share their own 
writings and drawings. concordmuseum.org. 

MUSEUM OF RUSSIAN ICONS The museum features 
new exhibition,  Pondering Mary: Her Story Through 
Icons,  through May 21,  Two Imperial Icons is 
exhibited through May 14. museumofrussianicons.
org.  

HENRYK ROSS PHOTOGRAPHS JArts presents the 
exhibition of Henryk Ross’ photographs, “Memory 
Unearthed: The Lodz Ghetto,” at the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston, through July. Watch for the Memorial 
Day concert, May 29, 3 p.m. with world musicians. 
Museum admission is free the day of the concert.

ART Exhibitions
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Neila J. Straub, 68, of Naples, 
Fla., and Marblehead, former-
ly of Swampscott and Salem, 
passed away peacefully under 
hospice care in Saddle River, 
N.J., on April 4, 2017. Neila 
loved to travel and died from 
complications from a fall while 
on a blues music cruise from 
Miami with a friend. 

Born in the Bronx, N.Y., 
Neila did her undergraduate 
work at Hunter College, where 
she earned a BA in sociology 
and education, and moved on 
to get her Master’s in coun-
seling psychology from Boston 
University in 1971. Neila start-
ed her career working with 
runaway and disenfranchised 
teens at Project RAP in Beverly, 
where she eventually became 
the executive director. 

Deciding to put her energy 

towards victim advocacy, she 
enrolled in Boston College Law 
School. Upon graduation in 
1982, she was appointed a Law 
Clerk to Justices of the Superior 
Court for the Commonwealth 

of Massachusetts, and then 
became an assistant district 
attorney in the Essex County 
District Attorney’s Office under 
Kevin Burke. Neila went into 
private practice in 1986, ini-
tially working at Lewin and 
Lewin in Malden,  but eventu-
ally opened her own firm, spe-
cializing in criminal defense, 
family law and civil litigation. 
For the next 30 years, she was 
a relentless legal visionary who 
improved the lives of count-
less families in and around the 
Boston area. 

In her spare time, she 
opened a gardening business, 
Le Petite Jardin. 

Retiring as a sole practi-
tioner in 2016, Neila opted to 
escape the New England win-
ters and settled in Naples, Fla., 
where she quickly became 

involved in new hobbies, such 
as golf and volunteering at the 
Naples Botanical Gardens and 
the Naples Museum of Art. 

Neila possessed an incan-
descent spirit that lit up every 
room she entered. She eas-
ily made friends wherever she 
went; friends will remember 
Neila as a woman of many pas-
sions, for her tenacity, quick 
wit, sense of style, generosity 
and most importantly her love 
of life, family and friends. She 
was a woman with an astute 
creative eye as evidenced by 
the lush gardens she designed 
and the countless delectable 
meals that she prepared for 
friends and family. Above all, 
she will be remembered as a 
loyal friend with piercing intel-
ligence and a ready wit.

Neila will be laid to rest in 

Cedar Park/Beth El Cemetery 
in Paramus, N.J., and is prede-
ceased by her parents, Miriam 
and Leonard Straub. She leaves 
her daughter, Michela and 
partner Alex Cononico, grand-
son, Steven, her loving broth-
er Scott Straub and his wife 
Arlene Fraitag, their two chil-
dren, Glenn and Hannah, as 
well as her beloved dog Cooper, 
and many close friends, both 
old and new.

Her smile and laugh will be 
greatly missed by many.

A celebration in honor of 
Neila’s life will be held at a later 
date.

For funeral details, please 
visit Caringbridge.org. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Villa Marie Claire 
Hospice, 12 W Saddle River Rd., 
Saddle River, N.J. 07458

Neila J. Straub, 68, of Naples, Fla., and Marblehead, formerly of Swampscott and Salem

NOTICES
FINN, Sherwin, 85 – late of 
Newtown, Conn., formerly of 
Danvers, Peabody and New York. 
Died on April 18, 2017. Husband 
of Beverly (Cohen) Finn. Father 
of Jeffrey and his wife Carolyn 
Finn and Robyn and her hus-
band Tom Moosey. Grandfather 
of Alex, Erica, Bradley, Todd and 
Jenna. Brother of Jerry and his 
wife Barbara Finn and the late 
Marvin Finn. (Goldman)

KAITZ, George D. – late of 
Newton, formerly of Delray 
Beach, Fla. Died on April 8, 
2017. Husband of the late 
Natalie R. (Stoerger). Father of 
Mark Kaitz and his wife Carole, 
Robert Kaitz and his former 
wife Lesa Kaitz, and the late 
Dr. Ellen Kaitz. Grandfather 
of Sam, Eric, Cameron, Jaime 
and her husband Andrew, and 
Jenna. Brother of Naomi Marcus 
and the late Samuel “Sonny” 
Kaitz, Anita Kaitz and Miriam 
Goodman. (Brezniak-Rodman)

KRASKER, Leonard, 85 – late 
of Winchester, formerly of 
Medford. Died on April 14, 2017. 
Husband of the late Isabelle 
P. (Shechet). Father of Nanci 
and her husband Lea Hodge 
and Glenn Krasker and his wife 
Michele Madeksza. Grandfather 
of Joshua and Barbara, Samuel 
and Maya. Great-grandfather of 
Ayva. Brother of the late Louis 
and Murray Krasker. (Goldman)

LEVINE, Eldon L., 95 – late of 
Newton, formerly of Chelsea. 
Died on April 10, 2017. Husband 
of Lois (Fainblatt) Levine. Son 
of the late Arthur and Manya 
(Shapiro) Levine. Father of 
Martin Levine and the late 
Arthur Eric Levine. Brother of 
the late Helen Mushlin and Noah 
Levine. Grandfather of Benjamin 
and Mollie Levine. (Stanetsky)

MILLER, Bessie “Betty”, 101 
– late of Peabody, formerly of 
Brookline and Mattapan. Died 
on April 17, 2017. Daughter 
of the late Abraham and Celia 
(Greene) Miller. Sister of the 
late Mollie Wacks and Myer 
Miller. Aunt of Phillip and 
his wife Victoria Wacks, Alan 
Miller, James Sherman and the 
late Judith Wacks Sherman. 
(Stanetsky)

NATHAN, Gus D., 73 – late 
of Swampscott, formerly of 
Marblehead. Died on April 
5, 2017. Husband of Beverly 
Nathan. Father of Bruce 
Nathan and his wife Melanie 
of Marblehead, and the late 

Stephanie Nathan Soler. Brother 
of Sidney Nathan of Texas. 
Grandfather of Analissa Soler, 
Julian Soler, Haylie Nathan and 
Cooper Nathan. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

NEWMAN, Joseph Henry, 
96 – late of Swampscott. Died 
on April 17, 2017. Husband 
of the late Bertha (Weintraub) 
Newman. Son of the late Henry 
and Ellen Fitzgerald. Father of 
David Newman and his wife 
June of Winter Haven, Fla., 
Jessica Newman of Swampscott, 
Bernard Newman of Lynn, and 
Debora Newman of Swampscott. 
Grandfather of Jake Deehy of 
Swampscott. Brother of Elizabeth 
Zumpfe of Malden, and the late 
Mary Meader, Sylvia Clark, Francis 
Fitzgerald and Timothy Fitzgerald. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

ROSENTHAL-NELSON, Estelle 
(Gilbert), 93 – late of North 
Andover. Died on April 14, 
2017. Wife of the late William 
Rosenthal and Bernard Nelson. 
Mother of Betty Nelson, Wilma 
Greene (Howard), and Barbara 
Mann. Grandmother of Robyn, 
Scott, Brian, Barry and Laura. 
Great-grandmother (Nana 
the Great) of Jonah, Adam, 
Madison, Sophia, Joseph, 
Joshua and Jared. Sister of 
Gertrude Galinsky and Henry 
Gilbert. (Goldman)

SANDLER, Naomi (Menitoff), 
105 – formerly of Winthrop and 
Malden. Died on April 7, 2017. 
Wife of the late Harry Sandler. 
Mother of Marilyn Stempler 
and her late husband Robert, 
Jeffrey and his wife Ellen 
Sandler, and the late Linda and 
Howard Rosov. Grandmother of 
Randi Chen, Andrew Stempler, 
Deborah Viveros, Rachel Rosen, 
Kara Sandler and Sean Sandler. 
Great-grandmother of 10 great-
grandchildren. Sister of the 
late Ruth Menitoff and Ralph 
Menitoff. (Goldman)

SMITH, Jeffrey F., 54 – late of 
Brookline, formerly of Malden. 
Died on April 13, 2017. Son 
of the late Claire (Katz) and 
Lester Smith. Brother of David 
and his wife Debra Smith. Uncle 
of Samantha and Sophia Smith. 
(Goldman)

STARR, Dr. Albert M., 95 – late 
of Burlington, formerly of Natick 
and Newton. Died on April 
13, 2017. Husband of the late 
Ruth (Krute). Father of Marsha 
and her husband Denis Paiste, 
Matthew Starr and his wife 

Alison Birch, and Anne Starr 
and her husband Marc Norvig. 
Grandfather of Rachel Paiste 
and her husband Matthew 
Sloan, Linda Paiste, and Aviva 
Paiste. Brother of Mildred Clere, 
the late Anne Lewis, Dr. Arnold, 
Edward, Ernest and Milton Starr. 
(Goldman)

STRAUSS, Anne B. (Shnirman), 
100 – late of Peabody. Died 
on April 17, 2017. Wife of the 
late Daniel Strauss. Mother of 
Richard and his wife Debby 
Strauss and Michael Strauss. 
Grandmother of Robert and 
his wife Lindsay Strauss and 
Jonathan and his wife Jennifer 
Strauss. Great grandmother 
of Dana Strauss and Samantha 
Strauss. Sister of the late Aaron 
and his surviving wife Hilda 
Sherman, the late Lena and Max 
Bazer and the late Rose and 
Abraham Raffer. (Goldman)

YESSIN, Lt. Colonel Bernard 
M., 97 – late of Malden. Died 
on April 6, 2017. Husband of 
the late Rita (Hamberg) Yessin. 
Father of Mark and his wife 
Elizabeth Yessin and Donna 
and her husband Gary Backaler. 
Grandfather of Gabriel Yessin, 
Jennifer and her husband 
Christopher Holmes, Amy 
Backaler and Joel Backaler and 
his wife Julia Zhou, and “Great 
Papa” to his great-grandson 
Alexander Holmes. Brother of 
Ruth and her husband Arthur 
Erlich and the late Erwin Yessin. 
(Goldman)

OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief 
obituaries for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 250 words, “In 
Memoriam,” cost $100; longer 
submissions will be charged 
accordingly. Photographs cost 
$25. For further information, 
contact your local funeral home; 
call Andrew at the Jewish Journal 
at 978-745-4111 x174; or email 
andrew@jewishjournal.org.

Honor your friend  
or loved one  

with a donation to  
the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of Jewish life  

in our communities.

LEGACY
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Gregg Roman and Sam Westrop
The Hill

The Council on American-
Islamic Relations (CAIR) has 
been claiming for years to be not 
merely the nation’s preeminent 
Muslim civil rights group, but a 
defender of the civil rights of all 
Americans.

In addition to denouncing 
alleged acts of “Islamophobia,” 
representatives of the organiza-
tion have been quick to condemn 
acts of antisemitism, police shoot-
ings of African Americans, anti-
LGBTQ violence, and so forth, 
while expressing solidarity with 
every “progressive” cause under 
the sun.

But peer beneath CAIR’s care-
fully-crafted press releases and 
publicity stunts and it’s clear that 
the group’s reactionary Islamist 
roots are as strong as ever.

Last week came a striking 
demonstration that CAIR’s sup-
port for workers’ rights is just a 
ruse. The group had been seek-
ing for some time to block the 
Service Employees International 
Union from organizing the staff 
at its national office, claiming 
that it is a religious organiza-
tion and therefore exempt from 
the National Labor Relations Act. 
The National Labor Relations 
Board rejected that argument in 
an April 7 ruling.

Contrast this with the high-
profile appearance just weeks 
earlier of a CAIR representa-
tive alongside auto workers in 
Marietta, Georgia, protesting the 
anti-union policies of a Nissan 
plant.

The same hypocrisy was on 
display in the wake of the massa-
cre at a gay nightclub in Orlando, 
Florida, last year by a radical 
Islamist, when CAIR leaders 
across the country condemned 
anti-LGBTQ bigotry. The media 
fawned over a statement from 
the head of CAIR’s Florida chap-

ter, Hassan Shibly, declaring his 
“overwhelming love and support 
and unity” for the LGBTQ com-
munity.

But CAIR, with it’s strong con-
nections to the 
Sunni Islamist 
M u s l i m 
Brotherhood, 
whose hatred 
of homosexu-
als is quite explicit, has a long his-
tory of promoting homophobia.

Indeed, Shibly himself 
decried homosexuality as “evil” 
and a “quick way to earn God’s 
wrath” in a 2009 Facebook essay 
on gay marriage. While CAIR 
officials have avoided such state-
ments since Orlando, the organi-
zation continues to host radical 
Islamist speakers notorious for 
gay-bashing at its events.

For example, the radical cleric 
Siraj Wahhaj, a former member of 
CAIR’s advisory board, remains 
one of the organization’s most 
frequent speakers. Wahhaj has 
preached that homosexuality is “a 

disease of this 
[ A m e r i c a n ] 
society” and 
reminded his 
c o n g re g a nt s , 
“[You know 

what the punishment is, if a man 
is found with another man? The 
Prophet Mohammad said the one 
who does it and the one to whom 
it is done to, kill them both.”

Although CAIR officials 
nowadays speak of women’s 
rights, the mainstay of the orga-
nization’s “civil rights” work is 
funding lawsuits under the 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) and other 

statutes to ostensibly protect the 
“right” of Muslim women to wear 
face-concealing religious garb in 
any and all circumstances, from 
police booking photos and airline 
security checkpoints to any num-
ber of jobs and professions that 
require dress codes.

“To be shown without a 
headscarf, it’s almost like being 
shown naked,” CAIR national 
spokesman Ibrahim Hooper told 
the Washington Post last year.

CAIR claims it works to protect 
the rights of women, but it’s really 
about protecting the “right” of men 
to oppress women. Islamists want 
to create a social environment 
in which no American Muslim 
woman will ever have legitimate 
cause to take off her hijab without 
the permission of her husband or 
male relatives.

Again, CAIR’s choice of speak-
ers at its events reveals the duplic-
ity of the Islamist organization’s 
message. One cleric promoted by 
CAIR, Abdul Nasir Jangda, has 
justified the possession of female 
sex slaves, and advocated marital 
rape as a “divinely given right.”

The mainstream media rarely 
challenges CAIR representatives 
who appear on TV claiming to 
support lofty ideals that conflict 
squarely with the extremism 
they preach within the Muslim-
American community.

Deceit lies at the heart of 
lawful Islamism. Extremists that 
prosper in the West do so because 
they have learned to exploit its 
rhetoric and democratic process-
es. But it cannot be long before 
that hypocrisy is laid bare – per-
haps it will be the next time a 
CAIR official expresses solidarity 
with a labor union.

Gregg Roman is director of  
the Middle East Forum. Sam 
Westrop is director of Islamist 
Watch, a project of the Middle 
East Forum.

Once Again, CAIR Shows  
That Islamism and Civil Rights Don’t Mix

Siraj Wahhaj, a frequent speaker at CAIR events and a former member  
of its advisory board, preaches hate and distrust of homosexuals.

While CAIR-Georgia official Asma Elhuni was protesting the anti-union  
policies of a Georgia auto plant in February 2017, CAIR’s national office  

was vigorously resisting the right of its own workers to unionize.

Council on American-Islamic Relations
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More than 100 Jewish 
teens, who are going to Israel 
on Lappin Foundation’s 2017 
Youth to Israel Adventure (Y2I), 
had fun getting to know each 
other at their recent pre-trip 
meeting held at Temple Sinai in 
Marblehead. Teens and coun-
selors engaged in lively team-
building activities and ice-
breakers.

2017 Y2I includes 110 
Jewish teens from 29 cities and 
towns representing 40 high 
schools. In addition to a life-
changing Israel experience 
for teens, teens and their par-
ents attend pre-trip meetings 
that focus on Israel education. 
Following their trip to Israel, 
teens are invited to enroll in 
the Foundation’s free Teen 
Israel Advocacy Fellows pro-
gram, where they participate 

in advanced Israel Advocacy 
training, which serves them 
well during their high school 
and college years.

2017 Y2I includes a fully- 
subsidized, two-week commu-
nity teen trip to Israel and is 
funded by Lappin Foundation 
with generous support from 
the Lappin Family, CJP and 
more than 900 donors to the 
Foundation’s Annual Cam-
paign. 

Visit Y2I.org for more 
information.

Teens prepare for Y2I 
adventure of a lifetime

CAMP NAME AGES                                                                       
     1             2              3             4              5             6 

2-WEEK 
PROGRAM

 Explorers – Half Day 3-9 R R R R R R -

 Explorers – Full Day 5-9 R R R R R R -

 Arts 9-14 - R R - R

 S.T.E.A.M. 9-14 - R R - R

 Adventure | Classic Week 9-14  - R - R - - -

 Adventure | Water Week 9-14  - - - - R - -

 Adventure | Cycling Week 9-14 - -  R - - -  -

 Adventure | Overnight 10-14  R -

 Counselor-in-Training 14-16 R R R R R R  -

Week 1: June 26-30;    Week 2: July 3-7;    Week 3: July 10-14;     
Week 4: July 17-21;    Week 5: July 24-28;    Week 6: July 31-Aug 4 

CAMP PROGRAMS BY WEEK

SUMMER
 T O W E R

75 West Shore Drive   |   Marblehead MA   |   781.631.5800

Visit towerschool.org/summer for camp program descriptions and registration.

      

     1/2 Day Preschool 
Ages 3- 5

               Full Day  

Ages 4 - 12

      Junior Ou ng 
Ages 12 - 14

Camp Starts the Week of June 26th
Applica ons Online

931 Boston Road, Haverhill, MA 01835

www.cedarland.net
(978) 373-1596

Daily Swim Lessons aMAZEMent Playcenter

Arts’n Crafts SkyWalk Ropes Course

Mini-Golf Tennis & Racquetball Fun

Special Event Days And So Much More!

Full Day
Ages 4 -12

Junior Outing
Ages 12-14

For tickets and more information go to JCCNS.ORG or call 781-631-8330.

SUNDAY, MAY 8
7:00PM

Generously sponsored 
by Prime Motor Group

JCC OF THE NORTH SHORE

INTERNATIONAL
JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

MAY 2017

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

The Women’s 
Balcony 
7:00PM
Salem Visitor 
Center

9

Moos
1:30PM 
Warwick Cinema
--------------
For the Love of 
Spock 
7:30PM
Warwick Cinema

10

Big Sonia
1:30PM 
Warwick Cinema
--------------
Keep Quiet
7:30PM 
Warwick Cinema

11

The Women’s 
Balcony 
1:30PM
Warwick Cinema
--------------
On the Map
7:30PM
Warwick Cinema

12

Fanny’s Journey
1:30PM
Warwick Cinema

13

The Origin of 
Violence
7:30PM
Warwick Cinema

14

Breakfast  
at Ina’s
10:00AM 
Brudnick Center for 
Living
--------------
Fanny’s Journey
7:30PM
Warwick Cinema

15

The Origin of 
Violence
1:30PM
Warwick Cinema
--------------
Life, Animated
7:00PM
Salem Visitor 
Center

16

Keep Quiet
1:30PM 
Warwick Cinema
--------------
Moos
7:30PM 
Warwick Cinema

17

Life, Animated
1:30PM
Warwick Cinema
--------------
The Tiles That 
Bind
6:30PM 
JCCNS

18

Big Sonia
1:30PM 
Warwick Cinema
--------------
Harmonia
6:30PM 
Salem Visitor 
Center 

19 20

OPENING

Closing

JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

BIGSONIA

MOOS

OPENING

MAY 8 - MAY 18

Please support our advertisers by choosing them first. 
Our advertisers, along with our contributors, make the Jewish Journal possible!
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All Natural & Organic Sushi
No MSG • Zero Trans-Fat

Gluten-Free & Sugar-Free Dishes

Convenient parking located in Swampscott Mall

430 Paradise Road, Vinnin Square (Rt. 1A), Swampscott

781-599-1780
Sun-ThuRS 11:30 am-10:00 pm • FRi-SAT 11:30 am-11:00 pm

Online ordering, delivery & catering at 
www.GourmetGardenRestaurant.com

Life is Good @ Gourmet Garden

100 Chinese
Restaurants

in U.S.A.

2009

2002-13

Shore Village is conveniently located near area shops and restaurants,  
public transportation and beach. Our brand new apartments are equipped  

with full kitchens, washer and dryer in unit and walk-in closets.  
Community room with fireplace and rooftop deck with great views.

A community for 62 plus.
For more information and to arrange a tour call 978-532-4800

137 EASTERN AVE., LYNN
Managed by Crowninshield Management Corporation

$1,325

ONLY 
3 UNITS 

LEFT

elaine monaco, IDS, WCAAelaine monaco, IDS, WCAA

Call Elaine today!

Receive concierge 
service with your

own designer.

Would You Like to Control 
Your Own Destiny as Well as Your Paycheck?

CONNOR 
REAL ESTATE

Ask for John or Mike
 781-581-5940

We have one Sales Position 
available for a Pro!

Call
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SEDER AT CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

Residents of Chelsea Jewish Lifecare and their families came 
together for traditional Passover Seders to mark the beginning of the 
holiday. With Seders led by staff members, residents enjoyed retell-
ing the story of the exodus from Egypt, taking turns participating in 
the service and singing the beloved Passover melodies. Residents 
and guests enjoyed tasting the time-honored fixings found on the 
Seder plate – charoset, horseradish, matzo, parsley and salt water. 
Even the Four Questions were said by the youngest in the room (or 
closest to the youngest!)

PEDIATRIC HONORED HERO

Mason Wetmore, a fifth grade 
student at Swampscott Middle 
School, has been chosen by the 
Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation 
as the Pediatric Honored Hero 
for 2017. He will not only lead 
the local community but also 
the entire Boston community 
through sharing his story and 
leading by example with his fun-
draising.  Mason, the son of Jill 
Simmons-Wetmore and grandson 
of Judi and Steve Simmons was 
diagnosed last December with 
Crohn’s Disease, a debilitating, 
medically incurable disease that 
attacks the digestive system. On 
April 30, The Point of Pines Yacht 
Club in Revere will sponsor a fun-
draiser brunch from 10am-2pm 
with raffles and a silent auction including Red Sox tickets, a Louis Vuitton Bag and many other great 
items to support Mason’s effort.  All families are invited.  To learn more contact Jill. For more informa-
tion or to participate in the walk, please contact JSIMM77@aol.com or 617-291-8184.

VENETIAN TRIP
Jack Leidner, Amanda Gilberg, Sophie 
Leidner, and Andrea & David Cohen visit-
ing the Jewish ghetto in Venice, Italy on 
a whirlwind European extravaganza. 
The Venetian Ghetto was the area of 
Venice in which Jews were compelled to 
live under the Venetian Republic. Today, 
the Ghetto is still a center of Jewish life 
in the city.

There is a reason our people are 
referred to as Wandering Jews — we love 
to travel! Next time you go out of town 
for business or pleasure, remember to 
take along your Jewish Journal. Have 
someone snap a picture of you holding 
the paper in your destination, and your 
photo may be chosen to appear in a 
future edition of the paper! 

Send all submissions, with a caption, 
to todd@jewishjournal.org.

TEMPLE SINAI HOLDS KITCHEN SHOWER FOR LYNN SHELTER

On March 26, Temple Sinai’s 
Founders’ Hall was overflowing 
with dishes, pots and pans, glass-
ware, utensils, casserole dishes, 
and everything a person could 
wish for when moving from 
homelessness into a new apart-
ment. The “Kitchen Shower” for 
the Lynn Shelter Association was 
an overwhelming success! 

Volunteers filled an entire 
van to the brim and then went 
into the Social Hall for breakfast 
and a talk by Samantha Wheeler, 
Development Director of the 
Lynn Shelter Association (LSA), 

and Dr. Alison Brookes, Temple Sinai member and Board President of the LSA. 
A dinner will be served to shelter residents on April 23. For more information, contact the Temple 

Sinai office. 

The Jewish Journal is happy to print news of your sim-
chas at no charge. Text may be edited for style or length. 
Photos will be used if space permits. Send your informa-
tion to editor@jewishjournal.org, subject: people.

Celebrate your  
happy occasion  

with a  
donation to 

the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of  

Jewish life in  
our communities.

Writer/Editor  
needed for  

Jewish Journal. 

Respond to  

Todd Feinburg 

todd@jewishjournal.org

Globetrotting With the Journal



TODD FEINBURG
Journal Publisher/Editor

When did you develop the idea that all Jewish 
teens should be offered free Youth To Israel 
trips?

I was president of the Jewish Federation of the 
North Shore from 1967 through 1972, and in 1970 
I became very concerned about assimilation as 
a result of intermarriage, and I convinced myself 
that the way to enhance Jewish identity and to 
thereby help to solve this problem would be to 
have kids go to Israel during their teen years.

Did the idea that those trips should be subsi-
dized occur to you at that point, as well?

It developed over time. I wrote a letter to the 
federation’s board and asked the federation to par
ticipate in the cost, which they agreed to do, and 
continued to do for many years, up until 1996. So it 
was partially subsidized during those years, and it 
was producing about 25 participants a year. At that 
point I decided to make it a fully subsidized trip 
to increase participation. Since then, it’s averaged 
about 100 teenagers a year. This July we’re sending 
111 students to Israel.

So since 1970 you’ve had a sense that there was 
a changing dynamic that threatened the sense of 
Jewish identity in this country?

Yes. At the time, most people were not so con
cerned about the problem, as the percentage was 
small. But it was growing.

But you were seeing something 45 years ago 
that the rest of us are still struggling to come to 
terms with.

That’s right. 

Were you concerned with Jewish identity or 
with the well-being of Israel.

It was concern over Jewish identity that was my 
primary focus.

You were way ahead of the curve. Even now, 
people are still struggling to come to terms with 
what you saw nearly half a century ago!

It’s true, with all due modesty. It was an early 
vision that unfortunately has turned out to be a 
reality that threatens our community.

Have you had to adjust your vision along the 
way, or do you feel like you got it right way back 
then.

I think I got it right, but let me digress. My 

first trip to Israel was in 1967. I was totally over
whelmed by the wonderful things that I saw there, 
and I quickly put these ideas together. And now, 
as I see it, Israel has become a light to the nations. 
Unfortunately, there are so 
many nations that are blind to 
the light, but certainly Israel 
is a creation that exceeds any 
reasonable expectations. Out 
of bare sand it has emerged 
with a wonderful economy, 
it is one of the happiest and 
healthiest places in the world, 
but its economic prowess is 
beyond imagination. So, it’s 
there for the taking – when 
teens go to Israel, almost all 
of them return home with a 
strong and positive Jewish 
identity, whereas when they 
leave on their trips there is 
hardly any Jewish identity at 
all. 

Is there any hope that 
Birthright Israel, which has 
a similar mission but targets 
older kids, might adopt some 
Lappin Foundation ideas? 

Debbie Coltin (Executive 
Director at Lappin Founda
tion) and I are working as 

hard as we can to persuade Birthright Israel to 
lower their age of eligibility from 18 to 16 so com
munities across the country would be able to do 
what we are doing. This is particularly important 
in light of the horrible BDS movement that is 
sweeping through academia. When our kids go 
to Israel they learn about advocacy so when they 
go to college they’re able to cope with the anti
Semitism and the negativity that springs from this 
BDS movement.

Another great effort of Debbie’s is to spread the 
word in Greater Boston about what we’re doing 
in our area. I know Barry Shrage is highly posi
tive about that, and this is among the reasons at 
this point that I’m disappointed Shrage is leaving 
because I feel that we have his support in this effort.

Is one of the big problems the wrestling match 
over funding?

It’s been a great frustration of mine that more 
communities across the United States haven’t 
replicated what we do. Before (Bernie) Madoff, 

my foundation was partner
ing with about 15 other com
munities in creating Youth 
to Israel Programs, and we 
were making great progress, 
but we have not been able 
to resume those partnerships 
that we were creating with 
those communities. I’m not 
sure why, as its almost uni
versally acknowledged that 
what we’re doing is the way 
to do it in terms not only of 
Jewish advocacy but of Jewish 
continuity, so why it has not 
resulted in greater replication 
is a consequence, I think, of 
many things, but primarily 
one of funding.

Are you saying Lappin 
Foundation funding made 
those partnerships possible?

Yes. We weren’t providing 
complete funding, we were 
partnering, but it was work
ing, but without our funding 
it gradually fell apart.
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TODAY’S MENSCHION: ROBERT I. LAPPIN

Honorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
great contributions close to home and around the world

Born in 1922, a native of Salem and a 
graduate of Dartmouth College, Robert 
Israel Lappin served as an officer in 

the United States Navy during World War II, 
participating in the battles of Iwo Jima and 
Okinawa. After the war, Mr. Lappin was in the 
small appliance manufacturing business for 
25 years as president of the Shetland Company, 
which employed 1,100 people at the time of its 
sale in 1968.

Mr. Lappin began acquiring and managing 
real estate in 1947. His portfolio of over ten 
million square feet of industrial space was sold 
in 1986 and 1987, except for Shetland Park, a 
waterfront industrial complex in Salem, which 
Mr. Lappin continues to own and manage. Mr. 
Lappin is President of the Lappin Foundation, 
which funds Jewish living and learning 
programs and interfaith outreach programs, all 
free of charge.

An avid chess player, fitness enthusiast, 
and deeply devoted Jew, Mr. Lappin resides in 
Swampscott and Palm Beach, Florida. He and 
his wife Marion have three children and six 
grandchildren.

Lappin decided in 1970 that all Jewish 
teens should be offered trips to Israel, 
and has been working to make that 
idea a movement ever since.

Robert Lappin received an Honorary Doctorate 
from Salem State College in 2010, above. Next 
month, he’ll receive another from Gordon College. 

Thanks for your support  
as we look forward to a blockbuster success  

for our “Menschions & Mimosas” event this weekend  
at the JCC in Marblehead.

It is your support that has sustained us 
for over 40 years, and we are forever grateful.

Thank You,
The Board of Overseers and  
Staff of the Jewish Journal  



IT’S REALLY TERRIFIC.
Dear Jewish Journal Friends,

IT REALLY IS GREAT WHAT YOU DO.

It is your support that has kept us going for over 40 years now, and for that friendship, that devotion, we say  
“Thank You.”

YOUR SUPPORT LETS US KEEP UP WITH THIS GOOD WORK.

It seems that everything in the world is changing as the internet realigns so many of our routines and our systems. 
While the innovation economy is exciting and positive, the pace of change can make it hard to maintain one’s footing. 
Having the consistent support of friends makes it possible to keep from falling.

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES THIS POSSIBLE.

As a charitable 501(c)(3) organization, our lifeblood is generous contributors like you. Although we receive on-going 
support through community organizations and advertisers, for which we are deeply appreciative, our readers are our 
strongest partners. 

We are grateful beyond measure for your generosity over these last decades. You deserve a resource – still free of 
charge – that helps you live your lives as Jews, connected, engaged and informed about your local and global Jewish 
community. Your generous donation will ensure you continue to have that.

This appeal is our first of 2017, and we hope that you continue to be in a position to help us out with a donation. We 
have enclosed an envelope for your convenience or you may donate online at jewishjournal.org or by phone at 978-
745-4111 x121.

We hope that you had a Happy Passover and are ready for spring. Enjoy!

And again, many thanks.

 Todd Feinburg Bob Rose
 Publisher/Editor President, Board of Overseers

The Jewish Journal MA is a nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and organizations.
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AND WE’D LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING FRIENDS FOR DONATING  
TO THE JEWISH JOURNAL DURING THE MONTH OF MARCH, 2017

Ronald & Maureen Abel
Fran & Jordy Baker
Tami Bane
Robert & Roberta Bayne  

in memory of son Gary
Lynn & Robert Blayer
Helena Book in honor of 

the bar mitzvah of my 
grandsons Emmett and 
Jordan Book

Richard Borten
Laura Brochstein
Robert & Shari Cashman
Tom & Suzie Cheatham
Chelsea Jewish Foundation
Combined Jewish 

Philanthropies
Susan & Eric Cohan
Donna & Archie Cohan
Debbie & Gary Coltin

Conn Kavanaugh Rosenthal 
Peisch & Ford LLP

Deanna & Neil Cooper
Marc Cooper
Arnold & Nancy Cowan
Neil Donnenfeld
Ms Joan R. Dunne
Eileen & Ralph Edelstein
Stephan & Gail Fine
Delphine & Murray Frank
Sheila & Robert Frankel
Ali & George Freedman
Susan Garnick
John & Rhonda Gilberg
Beverly A Glovsky
Goldman Funeral Chapel
Myra & Paul Gulko
Ethel & Stephen Harris
Margaret & Kenneth 

Hartman

Congregation Shirat Hayam
Helaine & Jim Hazlett
Lois & Bobby Kaplan
Zellie & Harold Kaplan
Anita & Abe Kaufman
Margaret & Kenneth 

Hartman
Dr Scott Kline
Arnold & Maria Kline
Dianne & Eddie Knopf
Michael Kratz
Robert & Mimi Lappin
Donna Lozow
Adele Lubarsky
Johanna L. Matloff
Ronald & Cindy Matloff
Harriet & David Moldau
Lynn Nadeau
Gerald Naplan
Helen Ruth Newman

Marjorie & Randy Patkin
Jackson Paul
Donna & Alan Pierce
Paula & Richard Pierce
Pierce, Pierce & Napolitano
Irene Polner
Carole & Arnold Pressman
Sharon & Howard Rich
Barbara & Jerry Rodman
Betsy & Dan Rooks
Mr & Mrs George Rooks
Bob & Martha Rose
Mr & Mrs David Rosenberg
Sagan Agency Realtors
Esta & Richard Salinsky
Maria Samiljan & Alan 

Lensky
Marty & Shelley Schneer
Barbara & David Schneider
Deborah Shalom

Barry Siegel
Toby Sloan
John & Linda Smidt
Karen & Steven Soloman
Rebecca & Bradley Sontz
Dr & Mrs Jeff Sorkin
Karen & Kenneth Sorkin
Albert Stein
Patricia Strauss
Allison & Ted Stux
Elaine Sullivan
Matthew & Allison Swartz
Judi & Steve Swartz
Temple Bnai Abraham
Temple Ner Tamid
Temple Emanuel
Howard & Melissa Tuttman
Stan & Helene VanDernoot
Paul Weinberg
Sharon Winer

And thank you to all our anonymous donors
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