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Elie Mazor of Peabody can 
still remember the very first Yom 
Ha’atzmaut, in 1948. “My father 
didn’t have a flag, so he built one 
from a piece of wood, and it was 
covered in paper, and on the 
front he put stars and stripes, 
and hung it from our balcony,” 
he recalled. “In Jerusalem, there 
was a military parade, and sol-
diers marched next to mules 
who carried all of their equip-
ment.”

The main thing Mazor always 
associates with Israel’s early cel-
ebrations of its independence is 
the dancing. “As a young boy, I 
didn’t know how to dance,” he 
said. “But I was looking to follow 
this girl I liked, and I heard she 
was going to folk dancing at the 
YMCA in Jerusalem, so I went to 
find her. That’s how I became a 
folk dancer.” At picnics, which 
were called “kumzits” (Yiddish 
for “come and sit”), Mazor 
remembers even more dancing 
around large bonfires.

Seventy years later, the Israeli 
flag lights up a 600-foot tall sky-
scraper, and mules have been 
replaced by an air show put on 
by IDF planes that travel to every 
city and town in the country. But 
the spirit of jubilation and com-
munity that marked the first cel-

ebrations remains in full force.
“The whole country is in cel-

ebration,” said Rachel Jacobson, 
who grew up in Jerusalem. “The 
parks are filled with different 
types of celebration. There are 

a lot of singers, dancing in the 
street, and tons and tons of food. 
Everyone comes out of their 
homes; everyone’s united. It’s a 
big, big happy holiday.” 

Indeed, there is a great deal to 

celebrate. In the seven decades 
since its founding, Israel has 
fought off countless terror-
ist threats and invasions, and 
managed to ensure its securi-
ty by building up one of the 

most sophisticated militaries 
in world history. It revived the 
Hebrew language, and built a 
national identity that’s a fasci-
nating fusion of Jewish cultures 
from every corner of the world. 
Its iconic kibbutzim pioneered 
innovative agricultural technol-
ogy used the world over, and 
today, it remains a global leader 
in cutting-edge technology and 
medicine. Despite the chal-
lenges they face, its people are 
ranked as the eleventh happiest 
in the world. 

On Independence Day, 
Israelis celebrate having a home, 
in the deepest sense of the word. 
“I teach the kids at Hebrew 
school: you have another home,” 
said Talya Paul, who grew up 
in Rehovot and teaches Hebrew 
School at Temple Beth Shalom 
in Peabody. “It belongs to you. 
You’re not wandering anymore. 
If you go to Israel, even if you 
don’t know anybody, everyone 
will help you. You’re no stranger 
being Jewish.” 

“For me, Israel is one family,” 
said Yael Sokolow, who grew up 
in Haifa. “You feel connected to 
the people from the moment 
you arrive and the door of the 
plane opens and you walk into 
the airport, and this is home, 
and these are your people, and 
it’s this amazing feeling. I can’t 

By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Local fans of Leonard 
Bernstein may associate him 
with his career-long connec-
tion with Tanglewood. 

The charismatic conductor, 
pianist, composer, and educa-
tor, who is being celebrated 
here and around the globe 
during the centennial year of 
his birth, was a student at the 
Berkshire Music Center in its  
inaugural 1940 class. He stud-
ied at Tanglewood under Serge 
Koussevitzky, who became a 
mentor. For the next half cen-
tury, Bernstein taught and per-
formed at Tanglewood nearly every season. 

But the first live orchestra Bernstein ever heard was the Boston Pops. It was the 
spring of 1932. Legendary Pops conductor Arthur Fiedler conducted a concert of 
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As Israel turns 70, Israelis, American Jews celebrate

Boston Pops to celebrate  
the magic of Leonard Bernstein 

Courtesy/Paul de Hueck/The Leonard Bernstein Office, Inc.
Leonard Bernstein. 

Israeli natives Dina Davidyan, Talya Paul and Rachel Jacobson celebrate Israel’s Independence Day.

By David Brinn
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT    

Israel ushered in its 70th 
birthday last week in much 
the same way it’s done since 
its inception: with grief and 
mourning followed immedi-
ately by celebration and rev-
elry.

U n l i k e 
the long 
separation 
in the US 
b e t w e e n 
Memorial 

Day and Independence Day, 
Israel’s Yom Hazikaron and Yom Ha’atzmaut hug each other, perhaps a metaphor for 
the messy, intermingled way of life that we live here where laughter and tears are a 
natural combination.

On the eve of Memorial Day, I attended an outdoor ceremony in the Jerusalem-
area West Bank city of Ma’aleh Adumim with around 3,000 of the residents, many 

Both mourning and  
celebrating as Israel turns 70

Letter 
from 
Jerusalem

Israelis mark the country’s 70th birthday.
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MARBLEHEAD – Film fans on 
the North Shore who love Jewish 
movies but don’t love driving 
over bridges or through tunnels 
to see them are in for a treat. 

From Tuesday, May 8, to 
Friday, May 18, the fifth annu-
al JCC of the North Shore 
International Jewish Film 
Festival will bring 12 award-
winning films to theaters in 
Marblehead and Salem. With 
a range in genre from histori-
cal fiction and documentaries 
to mystery, comedy, and drama, 
the 2018 lineup has something to 
satisfy every taste.

The 21 members of the Film 
Committee and co-chairs Izzi 
Abrams and Sara Winer selected 
films that showcase Jewish- and 
Israeli-themed topics. None of 
the films have been previously 
shown locally and half include 
post-screening speakers. 

The 2018 festival includes 
two unique Israeli films, one 
for mature audiences (“The 
Cakemaker”) and one dealing 
with an international problem 
that affects all combat veterans 
(“When the Smoke Clears”).

Films will be screened at the 
Warwick Cinema in Marblehead, 
the Salem Visitor Center and – 
for the first time � Cinema Salem. 
Several films will be screened 
twice, with both evening and 
matinée offerings. 

“This festival is a signature 
JCCNS event, one that we look 
forward to bringing to the com-

munity each and every year,” 
Marty Schneer, executive direc-
tor of the JCCNS and Film 
Committee member, said in a 
statement.

Barbara Schneider recalled 
how the film festival got start-
ed. About eight years ago, 
when she was publisher of the 
Jewish Journal, the owner of the 
Gloucester Cinema approached 
her about collaborating with the 
Journal. But the timing wasn’t 
right.

After a brief and loose affilia-
tion with the Boston Jewish Film 
Festival, the idea lay dormant 
until Schneer became executive 
director of the JCCNS in 2012 
and revived it. 

“Marty was a key motiva-
tor,” Schneider said. He started 
pulling together a group to help 
organize and plan the film festi-
val. “I said to Marty, ‘If you want 
this to be successful, you need 
to get Izzi Abrams,’” Schneider 
added.

Schneer did just that and 
Abrams chaired the first festi-
val in 2014 and every one since, 
sharing the duty for the first 
time this year. “It really took 
off. People were very excited,” 
Schneider said.

“Itzhak” is the Opening Night 
celebratory screening at the 
Salem Visitor Center at 7 p.m. 
on May 8. This inspirational 
American-made documentary 
dives below the surface of vio-
linist Itzhak Perlman, disabled 
polio survivor and masterful 
musician, to reveal the charming 
and entrancing essence of the 
man. Dessert and live music fol-
low the film.

Also noteworthy is “RBG,” 
a new documentary about the 
diminutive but fierce legal war-
rior and Supreme Court Justice, 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg. At 85, 
Ginsburg’s unique personal jour-
ney has been largely unknown, 
but the filmmakers shed light on 
this daughter of Russian Jewish 

immigrants and her stunning 
legacy. It will be shown May 10 at 
8:15 at Cinema Salem.

Of special local interest is 
“Etched in Glass,” the remark-
able story of concentration camp 
survivor Steve Ross, who found-
ed the New England Holocaust 
Memorial in Boston. Mike Ross, 
Steve’s son, and the film’s direc-
tor, Roger Lyons, will speak after 
the screening (May 11 at 2:30 
p.m. at the Warwick Cinema). 

While several films share roots 
in the Holocaust, their styles are 
completely different. In “1945,” 
(in Hungarian and Russian with 
English subtitles), an Orthodox 
man and his grown son are 
treated with suspicion and fear 
when they arrive at a small 
Hungarian village. Similarly, 
Holocaust researcher uncovers 
a long-buried secret that casts 
doubt on his family history in 
“The Testament” (Austria). “Bye 
Bye Germany” (Germany) com-
bines upbeat klezmer music and 

a fresh historical perspective 
to tell the story of a Holocaust 
survivor who returns to postwar 
Frankfurt to strike it rich. 

Rounding out the lineup 
are: “Humor Me,” a father-son 
comedy starring Elliott Gould 
and Sam Hoffman; “My Hero 
Brother” (Israel), an inspira-
tional story about young Israelis 
with Down syndrome who trek 
through the Himalayas; and “An 
Act of Defiance” (South Africa), 
a riveting historical drama about 
the fight against apartheid and 
the lawyer who risked his life to 
defend them.

“Les Enfants de la Chance,” 
a coming-of-age drama set in 
1942 France and based on a true 
story, will be shown at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, May 17, at the Salem 
Visitors Center. Light refresh-
ments and live music by Jack 
Skowronski follow the film.

For tickets and more infor-
mation, call 781-631-8330, or 
visit jccns.org.

Lights, camera, action! JCC film festival screens in Marblehead, Salem

Itzhak Perlman in “Itzhak.”

“RBG” features Ruth Bader Ginsburg.



By Olivia Barton
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SWAMPSCOTT – In a 
Swampscott High School class-
room of nearly 30 students, Lisa 
Green is teaching the history of 
the Holocaust using a curricu-
lum known as “Facing History.”  
It focuses on the integration of 
current and historical events, 
relying on students to forge the 
connections. 

In a community with a sub-
stantial Jewish population, 
teaching the Holocaust has a 
personal and weighty meaning.  
Green, who is Jewish, facilitat-
ed an American Studies class 
discussion on immigration. 
Students defend cases in teams, 
using both current statistics and 
historical evidence. Their peers 
were then given the opportunity 
to cross-examine each group. 

One group, presenting the 
option of an open immigra-
tion policy, stated that there 
was a 30 percent increase in 
business ventures following the 
influx of Jewish immigrants to 
the United States during World 
War II. Presentations tied in 
modern issues, including the 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals bill, with historic land-
marks such as the American 
Revolution and the ratification 
of the Bill of Rights. 

“Students remember these 
lessons, they’re not reading the 
traditional textbook,” Green 
said. “So when I teach tradi-
tional text and test them on it, 
it goes in and out pretty quick-
ly. When they engage with the 
material, it’s because they’re 
going to remember that lesson.  
It’s because they’re going to hear 
on the news about immigration, 
and they’re going to remember 
the uncomfortableness of the 
debate. 

“The one thing I want them 
to walk away with is just how 
complex the story is.”

Green has been teaching 
American Studies using the 
Facing History method for nine 
years. The curriculum was cre-
ated by Facing History and 
Ourselves, a worldwide educa-
tion group based in Brookline.  
The group’s mission is to “height-
en students’ understanding of 
racism, religious intolerance, 
and prejudice; increase stu-
dents’ ability to relate history 
to their own lives; and promote 

greater understanding of their 
roles and responsibilities in a 
democracy.”  

“I teach the Holocaust 
because my goal is to teach 
students to examine their own 
choices in the context of a larg-
er society,” Green said. “The 
Holocaust is something we 
promised would never happen 
again and yet it is happening 
again … We need to help this 
next generation be upstanders 
and not bystanders.” 

Swampscott High students 
agreed the class heightens their 
ability to understand more 
complex aspects of history. 

“I used to just blow off the 
saying ‘history always repeats 
itself,’” said Joshua Badal. “But 
now I don’t. I realize that know-
ing history helps you look for 
the issues in life by looking at 
past examples. I feel like by just 
knowing history, I can have a 
better understanding of what 
steps I should take to prevent 
unfortunate things from hap-
pening.” 

“I think it’s important to 
learn from the mistakes we’ve 
made in the past, and study 
how to not make those same 
mistakes,” said junior Fiona 
Herring. “Educating yourself is 
the most powerful thing you can 
do. Ms. Green has given me a 
more confident voice in class 
when discussing challenging 
aspects of history.”

    With today’s affordable home prices and historically 
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Swampscott High students 
link the past with the present

Teacher Lisa Green teaches 
the history of the Holocaust at 
Swampscott High School.

Swampscott High School students discuss immigration reforms.



Sunday, May 6, 2018 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Temple B’nai Abraham, Beverly, MA

OPENING NIGHT AND SEASON SPONSOR

888-266-1200 
BOSTONPOPS.ORG

ON THE TOWN
Keith Lockhart, conductor
Kathleen Marshall, director  

and choreographer
David Chase,  

music director
Thursday, May 31, 8pm
Friday, June 1, 8pm
When three WWII sailors get 24 hours of shore leave in 
bustling Times Square, antics and romance ensue! The 
Boston Pops presents a special orchestral and dance 
concert celebrating Leonard Bernstein and Jerome 
Robbins’ classic work with Broadway singers and 
dancers, and new choreography by Tony award-winner 
Kathleen Marshall.

WEST SIDE STORY  
IN CONCERT
Keith Lockhart, conductor
Friday, June 15, 8pm
Saturday, June 16, 3pm*
Saturday, June 16, 8pm
Bernstein’s most beloved Broadway score comes to life 
performed by the Pops in all its dramatic richness. A cast of 
Broadway singers including Ali Ewoldt and Matthew Hydzik 
join the orchestra for this concert presentation directed 
by Chad Hilligus. From the first notes to the final breath, 
this landmark musical is one of the greatest love stories 
of all time, and Bernstein’s score, with lyrics by Stephen 
Sondheim, is regarded as one of the best ever written.

*3pm matinees are 50% off tickets for kids 17 and younger.

WEST
SIDE
STORY

LEONARD�BERNSTEIN�CENTENNIAL�TRIBUTE
Keith Lockhart, conductor
Friday, May 11, 8pm
Saturday, May 12, 8pm
Thursday, May 17, 8pm

The Boston Pops celebrates the legendary 
and prolific composer and conductor Leonard 
Bernstein on the centennial of his birth. An 
American legend, Bernstein was closely 
connected to Boston and this orchestra. 

The concerts will feature a wide variety of 
his works from the symphonic stage, opera, 
Broadway, art songs and film scores, and 
will include vocalists singing selections from 
Candide, West Side Story, and more.

Tuesday, May 29, 8pm
Wednesday, May 30, 8pm

SERIES SPONSOR

K E I T H  L O C K H A R T  C O N D U C TO R
JOHN WILLIAMS CONDUCTOR LAUREATE
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BEVERLY – On March 24, 
Rabbi Alison Adler of Temple 
B’nai Abraham in Beverly led a 
group of congregants to Lynch 
Park to participate in the March 
for Our Lives rally, organized in 
the wake of the recent school 
shootings in Parkland, Fla.

The rally was held on a 
Saturday, just after morning 
Shabbat services, generally not a 
day for a rabbi to attend an event 
such as this. But that didn’t stop 
Rabbi Adler, who is known for 
“praying with her feet.”

That phrase is attributed to 
the late Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel, who has had a pro-
found and lasting influence 
on Rabbi Adler. When Rabbi 
Heschel returned from march-
ing for civil rights with Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. in Selma, Ala., he 
was asked when he had time to 
pray. Rabbi Heschel responded, 
“I prayed with my feet.”

This spring marks the 
10th anniversary of Rabbi Adler’s 
ordination from the Rabbinical 
School of Hebrew College as a 
member of its first class of grad-
uating rabbis.

In recognition of this mile-
stone, Temple B’nai Abraham 
has scheduled its annual Sons 
of Jacob Enrichment Lecture at 
10 a.m. Sunday, April 29, featur-
ing incoming Hebrew College 
President Rabbi Sharon Cohen 
Anisfeld. Formerly dean of 
the rabbinical school, Rabbi 
Anisfeld will speak on “Counting 
Our Days: Reflections on the 
Journey from Here to There.”

A portion of the morning’s 
program will celebrate Rabbi 
Adler’s personal journey, which 
led her to the Beverly temple 
seven years ago.

Hebrew College, founded 
in 1921 as Hebrew Teachers 
College, is located in Newton 
and continues as a center of 
Jewish learning and leader-
ship. In 2014 Rabbi Art Green, 
another of Adler’s mentors, 
founded the rabbinical school 
as a pluralistic, trans-denomi-
national institution. Other rab-
binical school graduates on 
the North Shore include Rabbi 
Steven Lewis of Temple Ahavat 
Achim in Gloucester and Rabbi 
David Cohen Henriquez at 
Temple Sinai in Marblehead.

Rabbi Adler grew up in 
Highland Park, Ill. She earned 
her bachelor’s degree in psy-
chology at Kenyon College 
and her master’s in counseling 
at Northwestern. She resides 

in Beverly with her husband, 
Chuck Hirschberg, and their 
7-year-old son, Leo.

She currently is president 
of the North Shore Rabbis and 
Cantors Association and is an 
active member of the Beverly 
Multi-Faith Coalition and the 
Essex County Community 
Organization. Rabbi Adler was 
appointed by Mayor Michael 
Cahill to the Beverly Human 
Rights Committee.

Speaker of the House Robert 
DeLeo was so impressed with 
Rabbi Adler during a visit to 
Temple B’nai Abraham a cou-
ple of years ago, he invited her 
to deliver a benediction at the 
inauguration of the General 
Court at the Massachusetts State 
House.

Perhaps the one person who 
works most closely with Rabbi 
Adler is Deborah Schutzman, 
executive director and religious 
school director at the temple. 
“Rabbi Adler embodies every-
thing you want in your spiritual 
leader; she is warm and compas-
sionate, thoughtful and under-
standing,” said Shutzman. “She 
leads by example, always look-
ing to help where needed and 
not afraid to step up when she 
sees injustice happening. I am 
proud to have her as my rabbi 
and inspired to work alongside 
her every day.”

Said Ken Hartman, temple 
president, “She has spread her 
passions for social action, inclu-
sion, building relationships, and 
spirituality throughout Temple 
B’nai Abraham.  Our mem-
bership has become actively 
involved in a number of causes 
both inside the temple and 
throughout the larger commu-
nity. 

Paul Weinberg, a longtime 
member, gabbai, and minyan-
aire, said “In more than 50 adult 
years as a member of Temple 
B’nai Abraham, I can remem-
ber no votes at congregational 
meetings involving personnel 
or ritual matters that have ever 
been unanimous – with one 
exception, that being the last 
renewal of her contract. She is 
that good a fit. She shines as 
a pastoral leader, is a calming 
guide and wise counselor, and is 
always there when needed.

“Rabbi Adler should teach 
juggling; I am in awe at the way 
she keeps so many tasks and 
responsibilities up in the air and 
moving at the same time. I love 
her deeply.  She understands 
what motivates me and is a 
master of bringing me along the 
road of change.” 

Beverly temple celebrates 
Rabbi Adler on April 29

Rabbi Alison Adler leads an outdoor class.
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The Jewish Journal will hold 
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Combined Jewish Philanthropies and Jewish 
Teen Initiative were thrilled to work together to host 
JServe/North Shore Mitzvah Day on Sunday, April 
22. 

Over 200 volunteers, ranging in age from 4 to 84 
united to support Lifebridge and Plummer Youth 
Promise, both in Salem. Volunteers worked all day 
and accomplished more than 15 hands-on projects 
at the two sites: they designed and painted a 32-foot 
mural, planted gardens, built picnic tables and 
chairs, prepared meals, and put together gift bags of 
necessities. 

It was a great day of intergenerational leaders 
working together to help others on the North  
Shore.

JServe/North Shore Mitzvah Day  
draws more than 200 volunteers 

Matthew Swartz, Dan Rosen and Steve Feinstein

Michael Kobrosky, Maya Goldman and 
Haley LaKind

Ella Levy, Jake Dubow, Charlie Dubow, Maayan Yaakov and Yoni 
Yaakov

Margery and Jerry Somers
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Seventy years.
Seventy years of miracles, vigilance, and 

rebirth. Seventy years of welcoming Jews 
from dozens of countries to build a modern 
Jewish state. Seventy years of struggle, success, 
wars, weddings, victories, failures, joy, tears, 
arguments, peace treaties and millions of babies 
born in a new country called Israel. Over 23,000 
war dead remembered every day by families; 
thousands more injured by enemies on the bat-
tle field, and in terrorist attacks.

At 70, Israel’s survival, growth and gifts to the 
world – from medicine and high tech to arts and 
religious scholarship – have been astonishing, 
considering that it is a country of just 9 million. 
About half of world Jewry resides in the country 
– which has absorbed millions of Jews, and will 
likely welcome hundreds of thousands in the 
coming decades as Jews flee the growing anti-
Semitism in the former Soviet Union, France, 
England and Germany.

Amid the ingathering of the exiles, there have 
been plenty of growing pains. And between the 
threats by Islamic fundamentalist terror groups 
in Gaza and the West Bank, and from neighbor-
ing countries such as Lebanon, Syria and Iran, 
the world expects Israel to be some form of 
utopia – a place where mistakes never happen; 
where perfection is omnipresent; where all mili-

tary, social, economic, political, and religious 
issues can be sorted out effortlessly. 

The world needs to recognize that Israel is not 
a beacon of perfection. Like other countries, it 
has its share of corrupt leaders. Once a social-
ist nation, modest apartments in Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem regularly fetch $1 million or more 
– creating an enclave for the wealthy elite. And 
nepotism is still the rule of the day if one wants a 
job in the public sector. 

Despite these problems, Israel was named 
the 11th-happiest country in the world for the 
fifth year running, according to the 2018 UN 
annual World Happiness Report. Somehow, 
Israelis have gained a proper perspective as they 
deal with life, and daily criticism from major 
Western and Arab countries. They know that at 
the end of the day, they will be solely responsible 
for keeping their families and neighbors safe. 
They face real threats that most Americans and 
Europeans could not imagine. But, in between 
these moments of angst and war, they have 
found a way to build a society and a nation that 
has given so much to the world. 

Let us celebrate Israel’s existence, and contri-
butions to mankind. And to those who support 
– or criticize – the country, Israel is just a 12-hour 
flight from Logan. A firsthand look at a modern 
miracle is highly recommended. 

Steven A. Rosenberg
PUBLISHER/EDITOR

JEWISH JOURNAL

Israel’s splendor, at 70 
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By Stephen M. Flatow 
JNS.ORG 

Why does Massachusetts 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
keep putting her foot 

in her mouth over Gaza?
The state’s senior senator 

responded to the Gaza violence 
last week with this statement: “I 
am deeply concerned about the 
deaths and injuries in Gaza. As 
additional protests are planned 
for the coming days, the Israel 
Defense Forces should exercise 
restraint and respect the rights 
of Palestinians to peacefully 
protest.”

I don’t know who is advising 
the Democratic senator when it 
comes to Gaza, but it’s remark-
able how many misstatements 
are packed into that little two-
sentence comment.

Let’s start with her “concern 
about the deaths and injuries.”

The Gazans who have been 
killed were military-age men. 
Many of them are documented 
members of the Hamas terror-
ist organization. And even the 
ones who were not known to 
be official Hamas members 
were engaging in very Hamas-

like behavior – by throwing fire-
bombs and rocks at the Israelis 
on the other side of the fence, 
and burning tires as a smoke-
screen in the attempt to reach 
the border fence to infiltrate 
Israel.

Some of the Gazans who 
were injured were likewise 
throwing firebombs and rocks. 
More recently, they flew lit kites 
to burn nearby Israeli fields 
and forests. Some of them were 
injured from tear gas or gunfire 
because they chose to venture 
into a live-fire battle zone – a 
battle that Hamas has initiated, 
organized and sponsored.

I’m disappointed that the 
senator did not express any 
“concern” about a terrorist 
regime busing thousands of 
women and children to a site 
where some of them will inevi-
tably be hurt.

Sen. Warren went on to 
defend “the rights of Palestinians 
to peacefully protest.”

A line like that would have 
worked in, say, the 1940s, when 
most Americans didn’t have 
television sets. But who’s kid-
ding who? Anybody with eyes 
has seen the video footage 

of Palestinian mobs rushing 
towards the Gaza fence, hurl-
ing Molotov cocktails and rocks, 
and using sling shots and even 
catapults. No reasonable person 
can call them “peaceful protest-
ers.”

And what exactly are they 
“protesting”? The Gazans have 
openly proclaimed that they 
want to tear down the border 
fence so that they can over-
run Israel, which they call 
“Occupied Palestine.” They are 
not “protesting” some Israeli 
policy. They are “protesting” 
Israel’s very existence. Shouldn’t 
that elicit some “concern” from 
the senator?

Warren also took Israel’s sol-
diers to task. She demanded 
that they “exercise restraint” in 
the face of mobs trying to mur-
der them. If mobs of firebomb-
throwing foreigners were trying 
to storm across one of America’s 
borders, I doubt she would lec-
ture our border guards to “exer-
cise restraint.” There’s no justifi-
cation for her giving such advice 
to America’s ally.

The irony, of course, is that 
Israeli soldiers do exercise 
restraint, often risking their own 

lives to avoid harming enemy 
civilians. Yet despite taking such 
risks, they find themselves exco-
riated by Israel’s relentless crit-
ics.

Four years ago, another com-
ment by Sen. Warren about Gaza 
caused a stir. She was speak-
ing at Tufts University outside 
Boston. At the time, Hamas 
was firing thousands of rockets 
into Israel, and the Israelis were 
striking back. A woman named 
Eva Moseley, who claimed to be 
“a Holocaust refugee,” rose dur-
ing the question period and said 
she was “extremely concerned 
that Jews don’t do to another 
people [in Gaza] what was done 
to them.” In other words, Israel 
was carrying out a Holocaust in 
Gaza! Moseley asked the sena-
tor if it was “fair” to raise that 
question.

“I think that’s fair,” replied 
Warren.

But Ms. Moseley was not 
merely raising a question. She is 
a virulent opponent of Zionism. 
She has, among other things, 
signed an online petition call-
ing Zionism “colonialism” and 
accusing Israel of “racism and 
genocide.” Her question to Sen. 

Warren was a way of making a 
point.

Remember how former Gov. 
Howard Dean said the notion 
that President George W. Bush 
knew in advance about the 9/11 
attacks was “an interesting the-
ory”? Remember how Donald 
Trump said he was “just point-
ing out” a National Enquirer 
report claiming that Sen. Ted 
Cruz’s father was connected to 
Lee Harvey Oswald?

Those are rhetorical devic-
es people use to make a point 
when they don’t want to take 
responsibility for their point. It’s 
“just a question” or “an interest-
ing theory.” They’re just men-
tioning what somebody else 
said; they themselves didn’t say 
it. But, of course, they did.

Sen. Warren could have 
slapped down that Gaza-
Holocaust analogy. She didn’t. 
She called it a “fair” question. 
She could have told the truth 
last week about Gaza. She didn’t. 
She chose to falsely call the riot-
ers “peaceful protesters.”

A United States senator 
should be more careful with her 
words.

Stephen M. Flatow is a 
vice president of the Religious 
Zionists of America. 

Elizabeth Warren’s Gaza problem

US Senator Elizabeth Warren

For the record
Correction: Due to an 

editing error, a letter in the 
April 12 edition incorrectly 
identified the writer’s first 
name. The letter was written 
by Harry Caplan. The Journal 
regrets the error.
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of them teens. After standing 
in silence for the minute-long 
siren that ushers in the somber 
24-hour period, we watched the 
names and photos of the doz-
ens of residents who have been 
killed in the line of duty or in 
terror attacks since the estab-
lishment of the state in 1948. 
Then mothers or sisters of slain 
soldiers spoke about their loved 
ones, interspersed with musical 
interludes. 

This year, my son – nearly 18 
– attended the ceremony with 
my wife and me. Our three older 
children have all completed 
their army duty, and emerged 
in sound physical and men-
tal health. It’s not the same for 
many others. In a country of 
less than nine million people, 
it’s almost impossible not to 
know somebody who hasn’t lost 
a family member while serving 
in the Israel Defense Forces.

Looking over at Matan, hand-
some, taller than me, almost a 
man, and watching the images 
of kids his age who are no lon-
ger affected me profoundly and 
I found tears streaming down 
my face. I wanted to protect 
him, to tell him to run away, or 
at least try to get himself a desk 
job when he’s inducted into the 
army in another year and half.

But I remembered a conver-
sation I had only last month 
with a 90-year-old veteran of 
the Palmach, the elite unit of 
the pre-state Hagana mili-
tia. Chanan Rapaport arrived 
in Palestine in 1934 at age 6 
with his family from what is 
today the Ukraine. By the time 

he was 16, he was recruited by 
the Hagana, and in the years 
leading up to the 1948 War of 
Independence – and during the 
war as an IDF officer – he was a 
commander for some legend-
ary operations that paved the 
way for the Jewish state.

“I didn’t think about what 
I was doing, I just knew that 
we were surrounded by hostile 
Arab populations, we bordered 
the sea, and we had all these 
Holocaust survivors coming 
here and looking to us for sal-
vation,” he said, sitting in his 
Jerusalem living room. It’s just 

steps away from the courtyard 
where thousands celebrated 
David Ben-Gurion’s announce-
ment on May 15, 1948, creating 
the state of Israel and where 
thousands gathered again last 
week to celebrate its 70th birth-
day.

“I knew that if I didn’t do what 
had to be done, nobody else 
was going to do it,” Rapaport 
said.

So I didn’t say anything to 
Matan last week. He will make 
his own choices – or the army 
will – about how he’ll spend his 
mandatory service to the coun-

try. That “If I don’t do it, nobody 
else will” feeling, however, is no 
longer prevalent as Israel turns 
70.

For Israelis over a certain age 
– who remember the sacrifices 
of the early years, the ingather-
ing of the post-Holocaust exiles, 
and the alarming threats to the 
country’s existence that accom-
panied the Six-Day War and the 
Yom Kippur War – it’s enough 
that Israel stands tall today.

A miracle over 70 years has 
absorbed millions of immi-
grants, created a vibrant but 
raucous democracy, and has 

spearheaded so many techno-
logical, scientific, and medical 
breakthroughs that have helped 
people around the world.

But for a generation of young 
Israelis – hoping to build a life, 
buy a home, enjoy a successful 
career – Israel is a land of obsta-
cles and frustration. Raised 
in a modern world of global 
communication and financial 
opportunity, the miracle of the 
country being born and sur-
viving against all odds is not 
enough for them.

They’re tired of perpetual 
conflict, of the corruption and 
the impossibly high prices. 
They want a normal country 
where they can buy a home and 
not go to reserve duty every 
year or fear an attack by Iran.

But for 24 hours last week, 
after the visits to cemeteries 
and documentaries on the Yom 
Kippur War made way for street 
parties, techno DJ raves, folk 
dancing, and barbecues, the 
collective Israel was able to stop 
the frenetic merry-go-round for 
another 24 hours and revel in 
the fact Israel – with all its flaws 
and frustrations – has turned 
70.

The next 70 years will be a 
challenge for the still-young 
country – to see if those righ-
teous reasons it came into being 
can become integrated with a 
new set of equally convincing 
and attractive reasons that will 
make Israelis take to the streets 
in celebration in 2088.

David Brinn is a Jerusalem-
based journalist. 

Both mourning and celebrating as Israel turns 70
from page 1

By Jonathan S. Tobin

That so many Jews care 
so deeply about what an 
actress has to say about 

the State of Israel and its prime 
minister tells us a lot about 
Jewish insecurity in 2018. But 
while this isn’t the earth-shatter-
ing event some on both ends of 
the political spectrum are claim-
ing it to be, the issue is still worth 
discussing. When it comes down 
to it, it’s not as much about the 
intrinsic importance of one 
Jewish celebrity’s opinion as it is 
about the way the reputation of 
Israel’s prime minister is becom-
ing more of a hindrance than a 
help to the Jewish state.

Natalie Portman’s decision 
to boycott the ceremony during 
which she was to be bestowed 
this year’s Genesis Prize – and $2 
million to distribute to worthy 
Jewish causes – set off a wave 
of commentary. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
political opponents, as well as 
advocates of the BDS move-
ment, cheered her statements 
while his supporters and oth-
ers angered by anything that 
can be perceived as contribut-
ing to the Jewish state’s isolation 
responded with criticism that 
ran the gamut – from mild dis-
appointment to accusations of 
anti-Semitism.

Whether you think Portman 
is a self-involved celebrity more 
interested in virtue-signaling 
than doing anything of value for 
Israel or a great artist sending an 
important message, the notion 
that whether she was willing to 
receive a meaningless honor 
that organizers call, without a 

trace of irony, the “Jewish Nobel 
Prize,” is a matter of transcen-
dent importance is patently 
absurd.

Nor should Netanyahu’s 
camp be treating the 36-year-
old sabra as a threat to Israel. As 
she explained, her snub of the 
ceremony had to do with the 
presence of the prime minister. 
Since she detests Netanyahu, 
she refused to be a prop in what 
she considered an event that 
would, as is always the case with 
appearances by political leaders 
of any political stripe, be exploit-
ed by the government.

Far from hurting Netanyahu, 
in one sense Portman actual-
ly played right into his hands. 
The perceived insult to him is 
the sort of thing that will rile 
up Israelis who bitterly resent 
liberal elites, without doing a 
thing to help his opponents. The 
talk from some Likudniks about 
revoking her citizenship is non-

sense, however – in the same 
way that the animus towards 
President Donald Trump from 
liberal celebrities in the United 
States reinforces his base’s 
resentment toward his critics – 
it’s just one more excuse for the 
Israeli right to rally around a 
man who has become a polar-
izing figure.

Nor, despite their wishful 
thinking, has Portman done 
much to help the BDS move-
ment. As someone who has 
been clear about her love for 
Israel and who actually has 
made a film there, the notion 
that she is boycotting the coun-
try doesn’t stand up to scrutiny. 
She made that clear in a follow-
up statement, even if a number 
of Israel’s foes are disingenu-
ously treating her stand as a 
form of BDS.

Portman has already called 
Netanyahu a racist and clear-
ly identifies with the Israeli 

left. Like many others in the 
Diaspora, she doesn’t think 
much of the premier’s policies. 
Unfortunately, her statement, 
which denounced the current 
government’s “violence, corrup-
tion, inequality and abuse of 
power” as being not in line with 
her “Jewish values,” could also 
be interpreted as a criticism of 
the Israeli army’s use of force to 
prevent violent demonstrators 
organized by Hamas marching 
for the “right of return” – i.e., the 
destruction of the Jewish state – 
from breaching the border with 
Gaza.

That’s the only part of this 
kerfuffle that matters because 
it shows that Netanyahu’s toxic 
reputation abroad is helping 
to blur the lines between fair 
comment about his leadership 
concerning corruption charges 
and other issues that seem to 
undermine the country’s right 
of self-defense. As such, it illus-
trates a dismaying fact about 
the prime minister. One of his 
greatest strengths – the ability to 
eloquently make the case for the 
justice of Israel’s cause in flaw-
less English – has been under-
mined by the steep decline in his 
image abroad.

Yet the problem here is not 
just that Portman is wrong about 
Gaza. It’s that the prime minister 
has become so weighed down by 
controversy that his very pres-
ence at a glorified photo oppor-
tunity is enough to serve as a 
rationalization for controversy.

Netanyahu’s defenders will 
insist that this is not his fault. The 
left has never lacked for excuses 
to demonize its opponents, and 
long before he became the sub-

ject of corruption investigations, 
his opponents were eager to try 
to paint him as an extremist who 
deserved to be boycotted. The 
profoundly dishonest attempt 
by the Labor Party to accuse him 
of inciting the assassination of 
Yitzhak Rabin is an example of 
this effort.

However, Netanyahu’s sup-
porters can’t pretend that his 
once-impressive ability to 
sway US public opinion with 
American-accented English 
speeches is not a thing of the 
past. Many of the comparisons 
between the embattled Israeli 
leader and Trump are both inac-
curate and unfair. But it is true 
that, like Trump, Netanyahu now 
seems disinterested in appeal-
ing to anyone but his base, and 
that is taking a toll on American 
Jewish support for Israel.

After more than a dozen years 
in power, including the last nine 
consecutive years, Netanyahu 
may still be the only plausible 
candidate for prime minister 
in terms of his experience and 
ability, and polls of Israeli vot-
ers reflect that. Israelis can dis-
miss the substance of Portman’s 
critiques and probably be right 
or ignore the Diaspora alto-
gether. But if popular figures 
like Portman think treating 
Netanyahu as if he were radio-
active won’t hurt their image, it’s 
no use ignoring the fact that the 
prime minister’s sagging image 
doesn’t come at a cost for his 
country.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor 
in chief of JNS – Jewish News 
Syndicate. Follow him on Twitter 
at: @jonathans_tobin.

The Portman factor

Israeli-American actress Natalie Portman recently declined the 
Genesis Prize.

Children celebrate Independence Day at Mount Herzl in Jerusalem.



By Olivia Barton
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Doing an Ancestry DNA kit 
wasn’t supposed to be so sur-
prising. I thought I’d spit in a 
tube, and find out basically what 
I already knew: that I was the 
typical American mutt of white 
cultures. As someone who was 

raised as vaguely Protestant, my 
DNA results coming back as 3 
percent European Jew was a bit 
of a shock. 

With any family, there’s 
a good amount of ancestral 
mythology. My great-grand-
mother swears we are related 
to Lyndon Johnson. My grand-
father will tell you we are part 
Cherokee. But being Jewish was 

never some-
thing that 
crossed my 
mind.

Judaism 
has always 

fascinated me because it is a 
religion so deeply ingrained 
in its people, it is considered 
its own ethnicity. No one’s 
DNA results are “Buddhist” or 
“Catholic.” It makes me wonder 
about my own forbearers, who 
have become lost in my fam-
ily’s memory. We’ve always been 
passionate storytellers, and it 
seems we have lost the stories of 
where we came from, and to an 
extent, who we are. 

I have a superficial knowl-
edge of Judaism. I know what 
foods are kosher.  I’ve been 
to bat and bar mitzvahs. But 
knowing about traditions is one 
thing. When my friend, Hannah, 
invited me to her family’s Seder, 
I realized the history of Judaism 
lies in family tradition, passed 
on for thousands of years. Before 
the kiddush blessing, Hannah’s 
family passed around a series of 
her childhood Passover draw-
ings. We teased her, of course, 
about the lumpy matzah draw-
ings and distorted renderings of 
her family. 

I realized as we were looking 
over them that those drawings 
are as much a part of a rich cul-
tural history as anything found 
in holy texts. Hannah’s family 
raised her with an understand-
ing of her identity.  

Her family seemed to have 
a heightened sense of aware-
ness with an outsider present. 
Everything was performed with 

a mix of ceremony and humor. 
They followed a kind of script, 
which wove in civil rights poetry 
with the story of Exodus. I loved 
the connections Hannah’s fam-
ily made between Passover and 
the enslavement of all groups 
of people.

I thought that a Seder was a 
celebration of Judaism, based 
on religious community. But 
attending this Seder made me 
realize how much Passover is 
a part of the global commu-
nity, regardless of religion. It is 
not only a memorial of the days 
spent enslaved, or a celebra-
tion of liberation.  It’s a trib-
ute to those ideals, which still 
influence every member of con-
temporary society: the ideals of 
freedom and communion. 

Knowing I am 3 percent 
Jewish doesn’t change my iden-
tity. It only makes me wonder 
why my family lost this strain of 
our heritage. We don’t remem-
ber who may have been, but 
this doesn’t negate the fact that 
someone in our past had a story 
that led them to us. I don’t know 
what their story is, or who they 
are, but I’m happy to now be 
able to acknowledge them. 

After attending my first 
Seder, I can tentatively say that I 
understand them, as well. While 
the Seder connects to global 
ideas, it is very much rooted in 
the strength of those following 
the Jewish faith. The reverence 
of the night was completely new 
to me, an absolute conviction 
like nothing I had ever experi-
enced. 

And yet I knew I was still 
an outsider. The intimate part 
of Passover was not for me to 
understand, the raising of chil-
dren in Jewish faith, and in the 
community. I could see the 
importance of that bond when 
my friend lamented, “This is the 
first year they didn’t ask me to 
find the afikoman!”  

Olivia Barton writes from 
Nahant. 
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Finding out I’m a little bit Jewish

PERSONAL 
ESSAY

Peabody rabbis Nechemia Schusterman, Bernie Horowitz, Richard 
Perlman, David Kudan and Mayor Edward Bettencourt Jr. raised the 
Israeli flag over Peabody City Hall to mark Israeli Independence Day. 

Israeli flag over Peabody 

Do you remember 
your bar/bat mitzvah?

On May 24, the Journal will 
feature our bar/bat mitzvah section.

Please send us your memories (250 words) 
and a photo and we will include your story 

in our edition. 
Email: rosenberg@jewishjournal.org



300 Salem Street
Swampscott

781.593.6111

72 Front Street
Marblehead
781.631.8800

–– Marblehead ––
Classic Clifton colonial set on a large private lot  

overlooking Ware Pond and abutting conservation land. 
Welcome Home!

$839,000

saganharborside.com

–– Swampscott ––
Fantastic opportunity to own a custom built  

5 bedroom contemporary with sweeping views  
of the changing seasons.

$899,000

This Week’s Featured Listings

COMMUNITY NEWS  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – APRIL 26, 2018 9

By Mark B. Cohen

On Wednesday, April 11, I attended the 
Our Soldiers Speak program: “Securing 
Our Skies In Today’s Middle East: 
Israel’s Race Against Time” at the JCC in 
Marblehead. The event was well-attend-
ed and was sponsored through the gener-
osity of Karen and David Rosenberg.

The evening 
began with a short 
video showing how 
Israel is depicted by 
many groups on col-
lege campuses. It was 

produced by Our Soldiers Speak, and fea-
tured Israeli Sergeant Benjamin Anthony 
(Res.), the organization’s founder. Our 
Soldiers Speak is a nonprofit NGO that 
provides briefings and analyses on the 
realities and challenges faced by the Israel 
Defense Forces in asymmetrical combat 
situations. Asymmetrical combat situa-
tions are where a standing army battles 
an insurgency that uses surprise attacks 
and nonconventional warfare methods. 

Brigadier General Zvika Haimovich, 
Commander of the Israel Air Defense 
Force, headlined the program. He spoke 
with us about the challenges the IDF 
faces daily. He also conveyed the strength 
and determination of the Israeli people. 

I took away three key points regarding 
the threats to Israel. 

First – Iran is the major threat to 
Israel. Iran constitutes a grave threat to 
Israel, the Middle East, and the rest of 
the world. Iran is the leading state spon-
sor of terrorism through its support and 
control of numerous terrorist groups, 
including Hezbollah and Hamas. Iran’s 
bloc includes Lebanon, Syria, Yemen, 
Afghanistan, and increasingly, Iraq. 

The nuclear deal that President 
Obama made with Iran has not slowed 
its progress in any meaningful way. In 
fact, it has emboldened Iran with billions 
of dollars to intensify its menacing influ-
ence in the region, and increased the 
existential threat to Israel. Israel is fight-
ing this threat on many fronts every hour 
of every day, often with only seconds to 

react. The February incursion into Israeli 
airspace by a weaponized Iranian drone 
coming from Syria is a good example of 
an asymmetrical combat situation. The 
drone was shot down by an Israeli attack 
helicopter. 

Second – Anti-Israel propaganda is a 
growing threat on college campuses. The 
video presentation and follow-up com-
ments by Sergeant Anthony revealed this 
threat, which comes partly from within 
the Jewish community. Groups such as 
Jewish Voice for Peace are anything but 
a voice for peace. They, and others, are 
American allies of Hamas and need to be 
called out as such. 

These groups spread demonstrable 
lies to America’s youth with the goal of 
destroying Israel. The Boycott, Divest, 
Sanctions (BDS) movement is an out-
growth of this. Until recently, these groups 

have gone mostly unchallenged. Today, 
this threat is being confronted head on 
by Our Soldiers Speak. Sergeant Anthony 
has lectured students at many American 
colleges and universities, including every 
Ivy League school. His organization is 
worthy of our support (oursoldiersspeak.
org).

Third – The people of Israel are strong. 
They are fighters who will never stop 
fighting for their homeland. Israelis have 
a love of life while her enemies have 
a love of death. Israel delivers truck-
loads of aid per day to the Palestinians in 
Gaza, who in turn use much of that aid 
against Israel. This includes building tun-
nels into Israel designed to sneak in and 
kill innocent Jews. Just a few days ago, 
the IDF discovered and destroyed the 
“deepest and longest” tunnel from Gaza. 
The enemy will continue to hide behind 

women and children; Israel will continue 
to fight them while doing better than any 
country in history to avoid the loss of 
innocent lives. 

I do not see peace between Israel and 
the Palestinian Arabs as a realistic pos-
sibility anytime soon. Peace cannot be 
achieved while only one side desires it. 
The Palestinian Arab leadership won’t 
acknowledge Israel’s right to exist and 
calls for its annihilation. The Palestinian 
Arabs claim to the world in English that 
they want peace while saying the oppo-
site in Arabic to their people and the 
wider Arabic world. They teach their chil-
dren that there is glory in killing Jews and 
reward families with money and honor 
when they try. 

They are a group of people led by a 
terrorist organization that enriches itself 
with the world’s aid while impoverish-
ing its people. Today, as Israel celebrates 
her 70th anniversary, I am hopeful that 
Our Soldiers Speak will be successful in 
changing the dialogue and unimpeded 
indoctrination of our youth. We must 
remain united in truth; then perhaps the 
cycle of violence will someday end once 
and for all. 

Someone once told me that Jews sup-
port many philanthropic causes but 
only Jews support Jewish philanthropic 
causes. I believe it is incumbent upon 
American Jews today to take that mes-
sage to heart and to do all we can to sup-
port our brothers and sisters in Israel in 
their quest to live in peace in the Jewish 
homeland. 

Mark B. Cohen writes from 
Marblehead.

Opinions expressed in the  
FIRST PERSON column are those 
of the writers and not the Jewish 
Journal. Have an essay or an 
opinion piece you’d like to pub-
lish? Please submit to editor@
jewishjournal.org, with the subject 
head FIRST PERSON. Submissions 
should be 800 words or less. 

Our Soldiers Speak, and we must listen to protect Israel

FIRST 
PERSON

David Rosenberg, founder of “Our Soldiers Speak” Israeli Sergeant Benjamin Anthony 
(Res.), and Marty Schneer.



By Michelle Harris
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Last week was my dog’s 
cardiology appointment and 
it looks like she would live to 
see another day. I was elated. 
Although she had been given 
just six months to live two years 
ago after being diagnosed with 
congestive heart failure, she was 
still happily chugging along. 

From the moment I laid eyes 
on her more than a decade ago, I 
knew it was “bashert” – a perfect 
match – and she was destined to 
become our dog. Although we 

had resisted, for my daughter 
Amy, life without a dog was sim-
ply not an option. After years 
of begging, her comment “I’ll 
never be really happy without a 
dog” clinched the deal.

The idea of trying to raise a 
puppy with our limited knowl-
edge of dogs was laughable, 
so we hoped to find a turn-
key 1-year-old that was ready to 
go. My husband painstakingly 
called each breeder in the area 
with the catchphrase, “Do you 
have any 1-year-old dogs kick-
ing around?” One day, someone 
did.

We drove to Oshkosh, 
Vermont – the middle of 
nowhere – to see this “perfect 
dog” that was billed as small, 
non-shedding, and extremely 
cute. A gruff man opened the 
door. In his arms was a small 
quivering pup. The room was 
filled with smoke and an array 
of mounted animal heads cov-
ered the walls. Pelts were scat-
tered across the floor as area 
rugs. The whole situation gave 
us the creeps. 

The dog stared down at me 
from her perch on the man’s 
shoulder and her big brown 

eyes pierced my gaze. The man 
said her name was “Izzy” and 
he put her down on the floor for 
our inspection. She promptly 
peed and the man yelled at her. 
In that instant, I knew we had 
found our dog.

My grandfather’s name was 
Isidor – Izzy for short – and my 
nephew had been named after 
him. Grandpa Izzy was an ami-
able man and adopting a dog 
with his name – a Jewish name 
at that – seemed like a good 
thing to do. I can’t say it was the 
only reason we chose her, but 
it sure seemed like a sign from 
above.

Although Izzy had been 
spayed and was up-to-date 
with her shots, she was not a 
healthy dog. A quick trip to the 
vet revealed some serious prob-
lems: whipworm parasites, an 
ear infection, and a spay inci-
sion infection. She was under-
weight to boot. 

We also learned pretty quick-
ly that Izzy was scared of every-
thing. A pan in my hand, a loud 
noise, even a sudden movement 
made her shrink with terror. Her 
incessant barking kept us up for 
nights. Had she been abused in 
her past home? We considered 
returning her, but there was one 
thing that stopped us: she and 
Amy had already bonded. There 
was no turning back.

After multiple prescrip-
tion medications, training ses-
sions, and tempting meals that 
looked gourmet delicious, we 
began to notice a change. Soon, 
after weeks of indifference, she 

started to eat ravenously and 
slowly gained weight. The over-
night barking died down to an 
occasional yelp and her scars 
– both physical and mental – 
began to heal. Eventually, my 
other daughter, husband, and I 
bonded with her, too. Somehow, 
she had become a part of our 
family.

From the beginning, I had 
felt that Izzy was Jewish, and not 
just because of her name. Like 
Jews throughout history, Izzy 
had been persecuted and mis-
understood, yet she had man-
aged to survive and thrive. With 
the right medication, she had 
even managed to overcome her 
serious heart problem.

I decided it was time to hold 
a traditional mikvah ceremony 
for Izzy, the ritual purification 
rite of passage that would for-
mally convert her to Judaism. 

Assisted Living Specializing in Memory Care
- SEASONS OF DANVERS -

We’re conveniently located at: 44 Summer Street  |  Danvers, MA  |  online: seasonsofdanvers.com

 Our goal is simple – to make a positive 
di	erence in people’s lives by creating a 
special place where residents can thrive 

and families can have peace of mind.

978.777.0230
suzanne@seasonsofdanvers.com

We’re here
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& so much more!
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Two Victory Road is a wonderful 
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Salem/Lynn line. 
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Izzy the dog

continued on page 19
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By Myrna Fearer

As Mother’s Day approaches, 
I’m flooded with memories of 
those gone by. Some are happy, 
some are sad, but each one is a 
part of me, of the person I am 
now.

Mothers come in all sizes, 
colors, and with different capa-
bilities. They can be business 
executives, professors, teachers, 
dentists, doctors, and nurses, 
whatever they choose.  But 
despite it all, once they take on 
the role of “mother,” hopefully 
that’s the most important job 
they can have.

Mother … what a special 
word. How many songs, poems, 
and stories have been written 
about mothers? Some women 
are mothers by birth and some 
by adoption. Some are grand-
mothers, some are aunts; it 
doesn’t matter. What matters is 
those who take on the mantle 
of motherhood provide the wis-
dom, the warmth, and the love 
that help nurture a child and 
lead him or her to maturity. It’s 
a powerful responsibility.

I think back to the birth of 
my son, Brian, who gave me the 
right to be called mother. I can 
recall holding him in my arms 
for the very first time. It hit me 
like a bolt of lightning: This was 
my child, the baby I brought 
into this world, who I vowed to 
protect forever. I often repeated 
that vow, especially after Brian 
was diagnosed with cystic fibro-
sis. Brian, my son, my baby, was 
the reason I could now be part 
of the Mother’s Day celebration. 

I remember how excited I was 
as a child wanting my mother to 
know how much I loved her. 
Mom didn’t care about presents, 
unless it was a box of choco-
lates.

I recall when I was older but 
still too young to babysit, I didn’t 
have money for a Mother’s Day 
gift. My brother, almost 5 years 
older, had earned his money 
helping a family friend schlep 
merchandise. Flush with his 
funds, he went to the local drug-
store and bought a gift set of 
Evening in Paris perfume and 
toiletries in their famous blue 
containers. 

I know my mother was 
pleased with the gesture, but 
practicality took over and she 
told him he shouldn’t have 
spent that kind of money on 
her, which is never a good way 
to accept a gift. Did my mother 
appreciate her present? I’m sure 

she did, yet she couldn’t allow 
herself to enjoy it. Half the con-
tents went to teachers’ gifts the 
following Christmas.

Just before my first Mother’s 
Day, my dad, who had been ill, 
went into the hospital for the 
very last time. I spent my first 
Mother’s Day sitting Shiva. As 
my husband wrote with the 
beautiful azalea plant he sent 
me, “I know this isn’t your best 
Mother’s Day, but things will get 
better. I love you.”  

They did. Matthew was born 
four years after Brian, on May 12. 
My most cherished gifts became 
the cards my sons made for me 
as youngsters. Those were the 
ones covered with crayon deco-
rations and saying, “To the Best 
Mommy in the whole world.” Of 
course, the cards immediately 
found a place of honor on the 
refrigerator. 

I don’t know how it happened 
but for many years, Mother’s 
Day became Matthew’s birth-
day celebration. As Mother’s 
Day drew closer, Uncle Jake 
would say, “What are we doing 
for Matthew’s birthday?” That 
always translated into picking 
up my mother and uncle in 
Lynn, bringing them to Danvers, 
and enjoying a cookout. Unless 
it was raining, which meant a 
cook-in. A Mother’s Day cake 
was a birthday cake. Those were 
happy times.

When Uncle Jake passed 
away, also in May and just 
before Mother’s Day, it was a 
tough year. No one wanted to 
celebrate. My husband and I 
just wanted to be together with 
Mom and the kids. 

The following year, the effects 
of Brian’s illness worsened. He 
was only 19 and a sophomore 
at Boston University, and yet 
he lay dying at our local Hunt 
Hospital. When my husband 
and I went to visit him, though 
he could barely lift his head, 
Brian looked at me sadly and 

said, “I’m so sorry, Mom. It’s 
Mother’s Day and I don’t have a 
gift for you.” 

“Just having you here is my 
best gift,” I replied. Would that 
I could have kept him for many 
more celebrations, but that was 
not to be.

After Brian’s death, Mother’s 
Day lost some of its tinsel. We 
still spent time with my mother 
until she passed away. When 
my husband died, Mother’s Day 
underwent several changes. But 
a few years ago came the best 
change of all.

Although Matt always has a 
gift for me he personally choos-
es, each Mother’s Day he also 
brings me the gift of his time 
and his toolbox. It doesn’t get 
any better than that! 

Myrna Fearer writes from 
Danvers. 
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Maurice Ravel’s “Boléro,” and 
Gioachino Rossini’s “The Barber 
of Seville.” Bernstein, then 14, 
recalled sitting in the audience, 
sipping lemonade, and savoring 
every minute of the momentous 
occasion.

“To me, in those days, the 
Pops was heaven itself ... I 
thought ... it was the supreme 
achievement of the human 
race.” He never imagined that 
one day he would raise his own 
baton and conduct the orches-
tra.  

Bernstein, the Lawrence-
born son of Jewish Ukrainian 
immigrants, shared that vivid 
childhood memory on June 8, 
1964, when he conducted the 
Pops at Symphony Hall for the 
first time in a concert for the 

25th reunion of his Harvard 
graduating class.

This spring, in a tribute to the 
maestro, Pops conductor Keith 
Lockhart will lead the world-
renown orchestra of popular 
music in a series of Symphony 
Hall shows that feature 
Bernstein’s music. From May 
11 through June 16, the Pops 
will present a Bernstein cen-
tennial tribute; a semi-staged 
production of “On the Town,” 
Bernstein’s first Broadway hit; 
and the music of “West Side 
Story,” his most well-known and 
popular music. The Pops also 
will perform “On the Town” at 
Tanglewood (July 7).

“There’s a lot of reasons to 
celebrate Bernstein in Boston. 
Bernstein was one of the most 
recognized and possibly the 
most important musicians of the 
20th century,” Lockhart told the 
Journal, noting that Bernstein 
was one of the first American-
born classically trained conduc-
tors. 

Before Bernstein, who was 
appointed music director of 
the New York Philharmonic in 
1958, conductors and perform-
ers were European born and 
educated. The young American-
born Bernstein “was a break-
out,” Lockhart said.

Bernstein’s deep Jewish roots 
in Boston were instrumental in 
his music, according to Brandeis 
University professor Jonathan 
Sarna, author of “The Jews of 

Boston,” who spoke recently, 
along with Joshua Jacobson, pro-
fessor of music at Northeastern, 
at a Boston Symphony Orchestra 
panel on religion and spiritual-
ity in Bernstein’s music. 

Bernstein’s family belonged 
to Boston’s Congregation 
Mishkan Tefila, where the young 
Leonard came under the influ-
ence of Solomon Braslavsky, 
a Viennese composer who 
became the synagogue’s music 
director and led its choir. Over 
the years, he corresponded with 
Braslavsky and in October 1946, 
Bernstein wrote, “I have come 
to realize what a debt I really 
owe to you ... for the marvelous 
music at Mishkan Tefila services. 
They surpass any that I have 
ever heard.”

This season’s centennial 
tribute concerts will draw from 
across Bernstein’s repertoire, 
including his film score for “On 
the Waterfront,” some of his clas-
sical concert compositions, and 
songs from his biggest Broadway 
show, Lockhart said. The singers 
lined up are Matthew Anderson, 
Teresa Winner Blume, Aimee 
Doherty, David McFerrin, and 
Andrew Tighe.

The breadth of Bernstein’s 
musical contribution was his 
most striking characteristic, 
Lockhart observed.  “When you 
celebrate him, you celebrate the 
totality of his personality and 
what he meant for music in gen-
eral,” he said.

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available
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for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246

THE GABLES OFFERS
• On-site Five Star Wellness & Rehab

• Fine dining prepared daily by our Executive Chef
• Diverse social, educational and cultural programs providing  

mental stimulation and physical exercise through our Lifestyle360 Programming
• Chauffeured transportation to medical appointments, shopping,  

cultural events, restaurants and local places of interest
• Computer center, library, activity center with demonstration kitchen, and bistro

• Spacious apartments, including full-size upgraded kitchens  
with granite countertops and stainless steel appliances
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Shore Village is conveniently located near area shops and restaurants,  
public transportation and beach. Our brand new apartments are equipped  

with full kitchens, washer and dryer in unit and walk-in closets.  
Community room with fireplace and rooftop deck with great views.

A community for 62 plus.
For more information and to arrange a tour call 978-532-4800

137 EASTERN AVE., LYNN
Managed by Crowninshield Management Corporation

$1,300

~ Mary, Caregiver to Son, Gerry

“We have been with Adult Foster  
Care of the North Shore for over  
five years. They have been there  
for us through thick and thin.  
When my husband passed  
away and I didn’t know  
how to tell Gerry, AFCNS  
was there to help.”

978-281-2612  
AdultFosterCareNS.com  

Celebrating 15 Years
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The magic of Leonard Bernstein 
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Photo by Donald Dietz/Courtesy Boston Symphony Orchestra
Leonard Bernstein and John Williams at Harvard Night at the Pops.



Cleverly designed to provide you with maximum space and 
minimum worry, our apartment homes are the epitome of 
affordable one-level living—with convenient amenities and 
services just steps from your door.

Call 1-800-614-6998  
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and a copy of Brooksby Village Lifestyle.
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Here at CJP, Jewish learning is a top 
priority. Because understanding the 
wisdom of a 3,000 year old tradition 
isn’t something you should do. . . it’s 
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TRIAL STAY

Pesach Sameach!
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By Sean Savage 
JNS.ORG

CAMBRIDGE – The mayor 
of Cambridge announced last 
week that a proposed BDS reso-
lution calling on the city to boy-
cott a company doing business 
with Israel will not appear on 
the agenda of the next city coun-
cil meeting, dealing a major set-
back for BDS advocates.

The proposed resolution 

was put forward by MA Against 
HP – a coalition of pro-BDS 
groups that includes Jewish 
Voice for Peace, which called 
on Cambridge not to renew its 
participation in a program to 
receive Hewlett-Packard prod-
ucts at a discount and to termi-
nate their relationship with HP. 
On its website, MA Against HP, 
accuses the software company 
of helping Israel “maintain their 
occupation of Palestinian land” 

through its technology used 
by the Israeli government and 
military.

The group had sought for the 
resolution to be considered at 
an April 23 city council meeting.

In a statement late last 
Thursday, Cambridge Mayor 
Marc McGovern said that while 
the HP issue “concerned him,” 
he was also concerned about 
anti-Semitism within the BDS 
movement.

“As I began to learn more 
about the issue, I looked more 
closely at the BDS movement. 
I became equally concerned 
about some of their stances and 
positions,” he said.

Jeremy Burton, executive 
director of Jewish Community 
Relations Council of Greater 
Boston, whose group worked 
alongside the New England 
affiliates of the American 
Jewish Committee and Anti-
Defamation League to meet 
with Cambridge city officials, 
praised the efforts by the 
Boston Jewish community to 
come together to combat the 
BDS movement.

“The efforts of a broad range 
of our members, partners and 
individuals in the Cambridge 
community – both within and 
beyond the Jewish communi-
ty – are making a difference. 
We, and they, are being heard, 
and several members of the 
Cambridge City Council are 
taking their concerns seriously.”

Lital Carmel, Boston regional 
director of the Israeli-American 
Council, similarly praised the 
mobilization of the Boston 
Jewish community to act 
against the BDS resolution.

“I think what we see in the 
Jewish community is really 
heartwarming,” Carmel told 
JNS. “It is phenomenal that 
JCRC and other Boston Jewish 
community organizations are 
so well-organized and in this 
together – from petitions and 
letters to city council members 
to a planned rally.”

“In my over 10 years work-
ing in the Jewish community in 
the United States,” emphasized 
Carmel, “this is one of the bet-
ter examples of how the Jewish 
community should come 
together and mobilize against 
efforts like this.”
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Drumsticks & Thighs…......$2.99lb. 
The Butcher’s Select                                                                   
Swiss Steaks……………......…$8.99lb. 
Meal Mart 12oz                                                                    
Bologna…Reg. $6.99…………...$4.79  
Homemade                                                         
Cole Slaw & Potato Salad...$3.99lb. 
Made In House                                                              
Chicken Schnitzel……...…....$9.99lb. 
Natural & Kosher                                                               
Fresh Mozzarella Ball......$4.49ea                                                                               
Paskesz                                                        
Marshmallows…New Price...$3.49  

Sale Prices Good Thru MaY 4, 2018                
Delivery Fees of $5.00 and up                                                   

See our Web site & Facebook page 

Segal’s                      
Fusion Wine                       
Red & White                

Now $12.79                             
Reg. $15.99 

 

Real N.Y. Bagels 
Fresh                             

Thursday Friday                          
& Sunday 

15% OFF Skin Care Products!

GIFT CARD SALE!

 781-631-2090  |  DaylesMedSpa.com
Skin & Nail Care | Laser Hair Removal | Massage | Waxing | Makeup & More...

261 Washington Street  |  Marblehead, MA  |  01945

EUROPEAN SK IN  CARE  &  MED SPA

Celebrating 34 years…

Purchase a Gift Card and receive a complimentary Gift Card
$125  |  Receive $25
$200  |  Receive $35
$250  |  Receive $50

Gift Cards can be purchased by phone or online. Exp. 5/13/18.

Celebrate
Give mom what  

she really deserves …  
The gift of relaxation,  

the gift of spa.

Nursery & Garden Center
31 Essex Road (Rt. 133) 
Ipswich, MA 01938
www.corlissbrothers.com
978-356-7284

Come on Down!
Our sales yard is filled 
with trees, evergreens, 
shrubs and perennials.

SPRING HOURS
Mon-Sat 8:30-5:00 • Sun 9:00-4:00

Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

14 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – APRIL 26, 2018 

In Cambridge, a setback  
for BDS advocatesHappy 

Mother’s Day

Exceptional Women’s Clothing Boutique

Make room for your next obsession!

Apparel - Jewelry  

Gifts - Accessories

240b South Main Street
(Rt. 114 Dairy Queen Plaza)

Middleton
978-289-9540

www.makeityoursboutique.com

NEW TO THE JOURNAL



COMMUNITY NEWS  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – APRIL 26, 2018 15

Looking Ahead
APRIL 27
YOM HATZMAUT CELEBRATION 
What does Israel mean to us today? 
Temple Sinai’s own Rhoda Morse, Valerie 
Carlone, Julian Rich and Rabbi David 
Cohen-Henriquez will comment. 8 p.m. 
service, with oneg and speakers to 
follow. Free.Temple Sinai, 1 Community 
Road, Marblehead.

APRIL 28
“APRIL IN PARIS”Come out and see 
the Rhea Simon Jazz Trio perform at the 
Colonial Inn’s Forge Tavern in Concord. 
7:30 - 10:30 p.m. 48 Monument Square, 
Concord, MA. 978-369-9200.

APRIL 29
CELEBRATE ISRAEL WITH DANCING 
Learn new dance with a Jerusalem 
Certified Israel Fold Dance Instructor, 
Angela Schatz. Angela has a rich 
background in dance and Hebrew, and 
choreographed and performed in both 
Israel and the US. Minimum suggested 
donation $5. To RSVP or questions, email 
mikityansky@aol.com. Temple Sinai, 1 
Community Road, Marblehead.

APRIL 30
TORAH HUB Everyone is welcome 
to explore the Torah and the universal 
wisdom it offers with a learning series 
led by local leaders. All classes are free. 

Registration is required.  Contact Sara 
Ewing at 781-476-9913 or sewing@
jccns.com. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead. 

MAY 1
TO WRITE A LIFE: SENIOR MEMOIR 
WRITING WORKSHOP What’s your 
legacy? How will you pass it along? 
Seniors are invited to a free four-week 
memoir writing workshop presented 
by Marblehead Writers’ Workshop and 
funded by the Marblehead Cultural 
Council. Participants will be guided 
through the process of writing a brief 
memoir. Plan to attend all classes. All 
levels of writing experience welcome! 
The class dates are May 1, 8, 15 and 
22. 10 a.m - 12 p.m. Free. JCCNS, 4 
Community Road, Marblehead.

MAY 2
THE ANDY STATMAN TRIO 
CONCERT Performing traditional Jewish 
music, bluegrass, and Americana on both 
mandolin and clarinet, Andy Statman is 
a master of respecting and innovating 
musical traditions. He has performed 
and recorded with a range of artists 
including Itzhak Perlman, David Grisman, 
Ricky Scaggs, and David Bromberg. 7:30 
p.m.Tickets: $18 - general admission; 
$36 - preferred seating. taagloucester.
org. Temple Ahavat Achim, 86 Middle 
St., Gloucester. 

MEET THE BRASS 
SISTERS AT THE 
RASHI SCHOOL

Spend an afternoon cooking 
with Marilynn and Sheila Brass, 
the irresistible hosts of the popular 
PBS Food Flirts television series. 
The dynamic, and often hilarious 
sisters, will demonstrate how to 
make some of their favorite baked 
treats. This special multigenerational 
event is especially geared to children ages 3-7; all children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Discover the secret recipes beloved by the 
sisters and sample delicious baked goods. Presented by the Jewish 
Arts Collaborative. 1 p.m. The Rashi School, 8000 Great Meadow 
Road, Dedham. $15 for each adult; all children are free. Tickets at 
jartsboston.org/event/the-brass-sisters/, or call 617-531-4610 for more 
information.

ISRAEL’S 70TH BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION 

The event will feature one of 
Israel’s singing treasures, Gitit 

Shoval. Family friendly event for the 
entire community.  Tickets: $25/adult-$10/
junior (ages 10-17). 4 p.m. Visit JCCNS.ORG 
for tickets. Larcom Theater, 13 Wallis St., Beverly.

MAY 
4

MAY 
6



Week of Friday, April 27, 2018 through Thursday, May 3, 2018

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

AVENGERS: INFINITY WAR (PG-13) 
Fri: 6:45 PM  •  Sat & Sun: (12:00), 6:45

Mon - Thu: 7:00 PM
AVENGERS: INFINITY WAR  

IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (PG-13) 
Fri & Sat: (3:30), 10:00 • Sun: (3:30 PM)

Mon - Thu: (3:45 PM)
GEMINI (R) 

Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater
Fri: (4:40), 7:20, 9:20  •  Sat: (12:15), 

(2:45), (4:40), 7:20  •  Sun: (2:45),  
(4:40), 7:20  •  Mon - Thu: (4:40), 7:20

A QUIET PLACE (PG-13) 
Fri: (4:35), 7:00, 9:15

Sat: (12:20), (2:25), (4:35), 7:00, 9:15
Sun: (12:20), (2:25), (4:35), 7:00

Mon - Wed: (4:35), 6:45
Thu: (4:00), 6:00

ISLE OF DOGS (PG-13) 
Fri: 7:15, 9:30

Sat: (1:45), 7:15, 9:30
Sun: (1:45), 7:15

Mon - Thu: 7:15 PM
THE DEATH OF STALIN (R) 

Fri: (4:15 PM)
Sat & Sun: (11:20 AM), (4:15)

Mon - Thu: (4:15 PM)
CHELSEA BERRY: LIVE (NR) 

Live musical performance!
Thu: 8:30 PM

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR)  
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

 Fri: 6:30 PM
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 6:30
Mon - Thu: 6:30 PM

Visit our website for other showtimes

Jewish Journal Size: 6.1" x 7", 4 color,
Run: 4-26-18

rockportmusic.org :: 978.546.7391

June 15-July 15, 2018
Barry Shiffman, artistic director

With a theme of r:EVOLUTION, the 2018
Festival brings world-class artists such 
as the Emerson, Brentano and Dover
quartets, Cliburn winner Yekwon Sunwoo,
young vocal sensation Davóne Tines, 
A Far Cry, the incomparable Pinchas 
Zukerman Trio, and much more.

Dianne Reeves

Gordon Lightfoot
Naturally 7
Raul Malo | Lee Ritenour
Arlo Guthrie | Dianne Reeves
Joe Lovano | The Subdudes
Kurt Elling | Jim Messina
Riders in the Sky
John Sebastian

SPRING-SUMMER 2018

Highlights

Yekwon Sunwoo

JAZZ &
FOLK

Rockport Chamber Music Festival
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MAY 4-25
INCLUSIVE WIFFLEBALL/FLAG FOOTBALL CLASS SERIES This 
fun, inclusive class is focused on team-work, gross motor skills, and 
building friendships and skill development. The games are inclusive so 
they will be designed for people with a disability and their friends and 
siblings. $30 per participant/series.  Ages 5 and up. 4:40 - 5:45 p.m. 
jccns.org.

MAY 6
ISRAEL’S 70TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION The event will feature 
one of Israel’s singing treasures, Gitit Shoval.  Family friendly event for 
the entire community.  Tickets: $25/adult-$10/junior (ages 10-17). 4 p.m. 
Visit JCCNS.ORG for tickets. Larcom Theater, 13 Wallis St., Beverly.

THE MUSIC OF JEWISH LIFE through different lenses, Jewish adult 
education series  presented by the Merrimack Valley Jewish Federation. 
Cantor Idan Irelander will present a workshop on the History of Jewish 
Music. Participants will explore a variety of Jewish music cultures 
and sing some Jewish music favorites. 2 p.m.  $20. For payment or 
information, visit mvjf.org or call the office at 978-688-0466. Temple 
Emanuel Andover, 7 Haggetts Pond Road, Andover. 

MAY 9
CAREGIVER SUPPORT SESSION at Temple Ahavat Achim. Caregiving 
is something we do for loved ones and friends as needed, whether it be 
emotional, physical, or conversational help. When the needs become 
more intense, then more help or outside support for the primary caregiver 
might be called for. 10:30-11:30 a.m. Light refreshments will be provided. 
Contact Audrey Fraser or Susan Doughty SW at 978-281-1750 x520 with 
any questions. taagloucester.org.86 Middle St., Gloucester.

MAY 10
CONCERT FOR REFUGEE IMMIGRATION MINISTRY (RIM) 
Koleinu is an 80-member ensemble that rehearses weekly at Temple 
Ohabei Shalom in Brookline and is led by Artistic Director Carol Marton, 
and accompanied by Victor Cayres. 6:30 p.m. First Parish Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 2 Elm St., Malden. 

MAY 15
COOKING WITH RAIZEL: SHAVUOT EDITION Beyond Blintzes a 
Jewish Womens Circle Event. Shavuot is traditionally celebrated with 
dairy foods. In this class we will cook new recipes that will take us 
beyond the blintz using dairy and dairy alternatives in delicious ways. 
Learn about the message and lessons of Shavout. 7:30 p.m. $10 in 
advance; $15 at the door. RSVP at JewishPeabody.com. Chabad of 
Peabody Jewish Center, 682 Lowell St., Peabody.

MAY 18
MUSICAL KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE Congregation Ahavas 

Achim (CAA) hosts Bashert 
(Yiddish for “meant to 
be” or “destined to be 
together”) Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service followed by light 
dairy supper. Bashert is 
an ensemble of vocalists 
and instrumentalists, all 
members of Congregation 
Beth Israel of the Merrimack 

Valley. The band strives to engage the Jewish community through 
musical Friday night services, drawing on a variety of sources for 
melodies for Kabbalat Shabbat (welcoming the Jewish Sabbath).  Each 
selection in the Kabbalat Shabbat service is arranged by the group, with 
sounds that range from soulful and contemplative to joyous and uplifting.  
Congregation Ahavas Achim, 53 ½ Washington St., Newburyport.

JOURNALISM MATTERS.
Support your local newspaper. Donate to the Journal 
at www.jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111 x121.



Tickets Still Available!
Sunday, May 6, 2018, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Jewish Journal will hold its second annual Menschions & Mimosas brunch  
to honor community members who have made special contributions through  

their work, volunteer efforts, and through their philanthropy.
Temple B’nai Abraham, Beverly. Email: rsvp@jewishjournal.org or call 978-745-4111

Regent Theatre  7 Medford Street, Arlington, MA 02474
Tickets:  1-844-HIT SHOW  (844-448-7469) 

Groups (12+): 1-888-264-1788  • PlayhouseInfo.com

“Wicked
Naughty
Humor!”
-Broadway

World

“Laugh 
Out Loud
Funny!”

-Philadelphia
Inquirer

“Wicked
Naughty
Humor!”
-Broadway

World

Now Playing
thru

May 20, 2018

MANGIA ITALIANO!
The Producers of WaistWatchers The Musical; 

My Mother’s Italian My Father’s Jewish & I’m In Therapy & 
My Son The Waiter: A Jewish Tragedy Present

SHOWTIMES: Thu. 2:00 & 7:00PM, Fri. 8:00PM, Sat. 2:00 & 8:00PM, Sun. 2:00PM

A Musical Comedy

Save $15 OFF 
Our BEST Seats
Must Use Code: JOURNAL. 

Not valid with previously 
purchased or discounted tix or 

Sun. 2 pm performances.

Warning: 
Adult (Bawdy) Comedy (17+)

CALLING ALL NORTH SHORE KIDS!

SUNDAYS | 12:30-2:00PM

Yachad, the National Jewish Council for 
Disabilities, is dedicated to enhancing the life 
opportunities of individuals with disabilities, 
ensuring their participation in the full spectrum 
of Jewish life. Yachad is a program of the 
Orthodox Union. 

Join New England Yachad for our

NORTH SHORE CHILDREN'S
CREATIVE ARTS 
PROGRAM

May 13............................................... D

June 3.  

TEMPLE EMANU-EL

RSVP 

Children should be dropped o�. 
We will not be providing transportation to this event.

Healthy snacks will be provided. 

$10

CONTACT: Alessandra Rigamonti at rigamontia@ou.org or 617.209.6799 ext. 7

This program is suppported by a generous grant from Combined Jewish Philanthropies (CJP)

A Very Happy Mother’s Day  
To All Our Mothers!

REMEMBER TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY
SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm

Luncheon Specials:  MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm
TEL 978-531-3366 • FAX 978-531-3060 • www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
F I N E  C H I N E S E  C U I S I N E
373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200

Casual Daytime Wear
to Black Tie Party Wear

COME SEE… WHAT’S NEW!

SPRING 
into STYLE!

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA ~ 781-289-3672
By Appointment | Entrance at Rear of House | Major Credit Cards

* Prior purchases & special orders excluded. Selected merchandise.

UP 
TO

*SALE         50%
 OFF* Extraordinary, Contemporary  

Clothing for Today’s Woman

Selma’s

VIEW our
SPRING/SUMMER

Fashions

Selma’s
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By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Christopher Isherwood 
compared himself to “a 
camera, with its shut-

ter open” in his 1939 novel, 
“Goodbye to Berlin.” Director-
choreographer Rachel Bertone’s 
powerfully disturbing revival of 
the pre-Holocaust Broadway 
musical, “Cabaret,” which was 
developed from Isherwood’s sto-
ries, is an important reflection of 
the fall of the Weimar Republic 
that led to the rise of Hitler and 
the death of six million Jews in 
Nazi concentration camps. 

Bertone’s brilliant revival 
for Moonbox Productions, at 
the Boston Center for the Arts’ 
Calderwood Pavilion through 
April 29, resonates with added 
timeliness post Charlottesville’s 
neo-Nazi march as a warning 
against apathy. Her effort proves 
as unforgettable as its Broadway 
predecessors.

As with the Tony Award-
winning revival starring Alan 
Cumming, the welcoming 
Emcee moves chameleon-like 
from master of ceremonies to 
Nazi supporter and finally to vic-
tim along with others wearing 
the yellow badge (Jews) and/or 
the pink triangle (gays). (Jewish 
actor Joel Grey, the first to play 
the Broadway role, won a Tony 
in 1966 and an Academy Award 
for the film version in 1972.) 

The seedy Kit Kat Club in 
Berlin is just as decadent and 
the performers just as raunchy. 
Janie E. Howland has designed 
the club with a metaphorical 
tilt that reminds audience mem-
bers at all times that Berlin and 
Germany are quickly and inexo-
rably giving way to Nazism.  

A capable cast brings home 
this landmark musical’s undeni-
able messages as well. Phil Tayler 
has the agility and commanding 
presence that Cumming brought 
to his Tony-deserving perfor-
mance as the Emcee, espe-
cially in the signature number 
“Wilkommen” and the chillingly 
ironic solo “I Don’t Care Much.” 
Aimee Doherty brings fresh 
insight to the role of apolitical 
English headliner Sally Bowles. 

Her building, belt-rich rendition 
of the famous title number has 
both devil- may-care abandon 
and sadness as she looks to the 
empty chair where boyfriend 
Clifford Bradshaw, who fled 
Germany, used to sit. 

Tellingly, the cast takes 
no bow after the Holocaust-
connected final exit of badge-
wearing Jews and gays. As yet, 
hatred sadly has no curtain as 
this revival warns.

*         *           *       
Leave it to “On Your Feet! 

The Emilio & Gloria Estefan 
Broadway Musical” shows the 
Grammy-winning husband and 
wife team (26 awards between 
them) beginning a major part of 
their career at a bar mitzvah.

Stretching from Gloria’s 
Cuban roots to her stirring 
comeback from a very severe 
1990 bus tour accident, the hit 
musical (two years on Broadway) 
features a first act-closing show-
stopper “Conga” that finds the 
big talents early on working 
to persuade a major producer 
that their music is not merely a 
Miami Sound and deserves a full 
American launch. 

The energetic show plays 
at the Boston Opera House 
through April 29.

On opening night, a terrific 
young performer named Carlos 
Carreras (Jordan Vergara alter-
nates at some performances) 
proves a scene-stealer as the 
bar mitzvah boy and actually 
displays his considerable tech-
nique and style during the full 
eye-catching “Conga.”   

Alexander Dinelaris’s book 
may suffer at times from 
schmaltz and the realities of 
the music business, but Sergio 
Trujillo’s sharp choreography, a 
high-energy cast, and the show’s 
infectious rhythm and goodwill 
make “On Your Feet” truly hap-
pen.  

“Cabaret” at the Boston 
Center for the Arts. 617-933-8600 
or visit bostontheatrescene.com.

“On Your Feet! The Emilio 
& Gloria Estefan Broadway 
Musical” at the Boston Opera 
House. 800-982-2787 or boston.
broadway.com.

A sobering return to Berlin 
in revival of “Cabaret”



Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington St., Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Closed Saturdays

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

Event Planning

To advertise, contact lois@jewishjournal.org  or marcy@jewishjournal.org or call 978-745-4111

At CJP, we make a bigger di�erence. With partners in 
every corner of our community, we combine expertise 
and resources to create positive, life-changing results 
for people in need, for our friends in Israel, and for the 
future of the Jewish community.

Visit cjp.org/events to register  
or for more information.

Get Involved with CJP: Upcoming Events

Celebrate Israel Festival
Sunday, May 6 | 12:00–5:00 p.m.
Flynn Cruiseport, Boston Cruise Terminal
1 Black Falcon Avenue, South Boston
$5 per person until April 27 
$8 per person after April 27 or at the door   
Children ages 2 and under free

Join CJP and Boston’s Israeli American Council (IAC)  
for a community-wide celebration of Israel’s 70th 
birthday. Experience three floors of activities for the 
whole family that showcase the best of Israel, from 
cooking demos and an exhibit of Israeli innovation 
in Boston to markets with Israeli foods and crafts by 
local artisans. There will also be an Ethiopian-Israeli 
dance workshop, an Israeli-inspired rhythm and dance 
performance by DrumatiX, and a musical show for  
kids by popular Israeli children’s entertainers!

Annual Pomegranate Society & Friends:  
Women Who Dare
Monday, May 7 | 6:30 p.m.
Boston Marriott Newton
2345 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton

Featuring New York Times bestselling author  
Jennifer Weiner

Let’s be women who dare. Dare to be strong, to lead,  
to change the world. Join us as we define what it means 
to make an impact and be agents of change. We’ll learn 
how, through CJP’s Women’s Philanthropy, we’re able 
to address our most challenging needs and reach our 
community’s highest aspirations. Jennifer Weiner will 
inspire us with stories of perseverance, strength, and  
the importance of standing together to create change.

This event is open to any woman who gives $500 or 
more to CJP’s Annual Campaign, either in her own  
name or as part of a family gift.

Celebrating Inclusion:  
Opening Doors to Jewish Community
Tuesday, May 15  
Cocktail reception 6:30 p.m. | Program 7:30 p.m.
Temple Emanuel | 385 Ward Street, Newton

Featuring Kitty Dukakis and former Governor Michael 
Dukakis in a conversation about supporting people 
with mental health challenges. Our community will 
also welcome new congregations into the Ruderman 
Synagogue Inclusion Project (RSIP) and honor the 
wonderful work of our current RSIP Partners and 
A�liates. RSIP is a partnership between CJP and the 
Ruderman Family Foundation that supports synagogues 
in creating communities where people of all abilities are 
valued equally and participate fully.

Space at this event is limited and we’re expecting an 
enthusiastic response, so pre-registration is required.  
Please register by Monday, May 7.

6 Community Road, Marblehead, MA 01945 | 617-457-8500

Kraft Family Building | 126 High Street, Boston, MA 02110 | 617-457-8500

Dietary laws are observed at all CJP events.
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Ethiopian Israelis: Stories of Resilience and Culture 
SATURDAY, MAY 5, 2018 at 11:10 am

TAA is proud to welcome members of a delegation of prominent Ethiopian-Israelis for 
kiddush-brunch and learning after Shabbat services on Saturday, May 5th at 11:10 am. 
This group is sponsored by Combined Jewish Philanthropies’ Boston-Haifa Connection. 

We will have the opportunity to hear about their journeys and their lives today as  
citizens of Israel and the stories that reveal their resilience as both individuals and as  
a community, as well as their strong connection to their Ethiopian heritage and culture. 
The three guests are involved with the work that Boston is doing through CJP to  
support the community’s access to education and employment opportunities.

To RSVP, please visit taagloucester.org. 

THIS EVENT IS FREE.

Temple Ahavat Achim  ~  86 Middle Street  ~  Gloucester

Subscribe to the Jewish Journal. 
Receive your copy by mail 

FREE OF CHARGE.
Email your address to: 

subscriptions@jewishjournal.org
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By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

What would the essence 
of Judaism be if there 
were only two Jews 

left?
According to “Two Jews Walk 

Into a War,” which is playing at 
the New Repertory Theatre in 
Watertown from April 28 to May 
20, the answer may be comedy. 
Not just any form of comedy, 
mind you, but vaudeville!

Combining risqué burlesque, 
simple song and dance, and 
physical comedy, vaudeville 
was a popular form of enter-
tainment at the turn of the 20th 
century that spawned such 
talents as Jack Benny, Milton 
Berle, Fanny Brice, and George 
Burns through a circuit of over 
2,000 theaters from coast to 
coast.  Today, it is considered 
by many to be very much passé. 
According to Two Jews writer 

Seth Rozin, it is still very rel-
evant.

When asked what gave him 
the age-old idea, Rozin said 
the incorporation of a vaude-
ville style was “something of an 

epiphany.” While he had grown 
up singing musical theater piec-
es around the family piano, he 
cannot recall any vaudevillians 
in his family. Fortunately, his 
own lack of familiarity can now 
transfer to the audience, who, 
Rozin assured, can “get” the 
play without knowing anything 
about vaudeville.  

“This story just felt like 
it needed a more theatrical, 
heightened, performative style 
to its telling,” Rozin said.

The play is set in Kabul in 
the midst of the ongoing war. 
Despite its contemporary set-
ting, however, co-star (and 
Temple Emunah Gabbai) 
Jeremiah Kissel suggested the 
play’s larger themes are “eter-
nal.” 

“Like most Jews in the 
Mideast,” Kissel said, “we’re just 
trying to survive. Maybe score a 

shtikle brisket.”
Rozin recalled a surprise 

inspiration for the setting of the 
play.

“The initial inspiration … 
was an article I read in the New 
York Times, about the last two 
Jews living in Afghanistan who 
had outlasted the Russians and 
the Taliban and who shared 
a desire to rebuild the Jewish 
community in Kabul, but who 
hated each other,” Rozin said. 

Realizing that this real-life 
story was ripe for performance, 
Rozin set out to dramatize it 
through a play that was origi-
nally entitled “The Last Two 
Jews in Afghanistan.” Midway 
through the writing, however, 
Rozin realized that he was not 
the first to come to the idea. In 
fact, two other plays that had 
been inspired by the same arti-
cle were simultaneously in the 
works.

“Even more deflating,” Rozin 
said, “was the fact that both 
plays had already been pro-
duced.”

Reading the reviews of the 
other plays, Rozin realized that 
the other treatments were far 
more realistic than his. 

“Rather than give up, I decid-
ed to use the real-life story as a 
jumping-off point, and invented 
the entire story that has come to 
be Two Jews,” he said.

While the story is set in mod-
ern times, Kissel – who battles 
throughout with stage partner 
Joel Colodner – noted it keeps to 
the vaudeville style in not being 
fully in time.

“The scenes are assembled 

as they are with no meticulous 
eye toward following any pre-
cise timeline,” he said, describ-
ing the play as “15 separate skits 
that wind up telling the story 
end to end.”  

Even if audience members 
do not know vaudeville, Kissel 
assured all will be well.

“It’s a play,” he smiled. “You 
buy a ticket, sit back, and go for 
the ride. If you snuck in without 
buying a ticket, it’s none of your 
business, anyway!”

The New Repertory Theatre 
performs at the Mosesian Center 
for the Arts, 321 Arsenal St., 
Watertown. Visit newrep.org or 
call 617-923-8487.
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Andrew Brilliant/Brilliant Pictures
Joel Colodner and Jeremiah Kissel in “Two Jews Walk Into a War.”

‘Two Jews Walk Into a War’ delivers theater of the absurd 

Though Earth Day may have 
passed for this year, it is always 
a good day to think about the 
planet and what we can do to 
protect and preserve it. 

Newton author and illustra-
tor Emily Sper (who is known 
for her Chanukah-themed chil-
dren’s books and playing cards) 
has come up with a helpful and 
family-friendly guide to what 
we can do to deal with what is 
at least an inconvenient reality 
in her book, “What on Earth 
Can We Do?”

After putting earth in galac-
tic context and praising all 
its God-given wonders, Sper 
offers suggestions ranging 
from always turning the water 
off when not using it to reduc-
ing, reusing, and recycling. 

At book’s end, she also used 
simple explanations to make 
“big words and ideas” such as 
fossil fuels, carbon dioxide, 
renewable energy, and global 
warming understandable (and 
undeniable) to everyone.

– Matt Robinson

I’m not really sure why, but I 
suppose on some level, I felt 
that our silly little ceremony 
would bond us more as a fam-
ily.

One bright summer after-
noon, we dunked Izzy in a 
bucket of water and recited a 
few prayers. In my mind, she 
became authentically Jewish 
that day, and we celebrated by 
adding a small Star of David to 
her collar. To this day – at the 
ripe old age of 11 – she proudly 
wears it alongside her rabies, 
dog license, and ID tags. Izzy 
has no idea that to me it repre-
sents the tough journey she has 
been on, but it’s a nice piece of 
bling nonetheless.  

Dog
from page 10

‘What on Earth Can We Do?’
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Shirley P. Frisch, 90, of 
Peabody, passed away peace-
fully on April 9, 2018, after a 
long and full life. 

Married to Harold Frisch for 
37 years before his passing in 
1986, Shirley was a teacher and 
an administrator in the Salem 
public schools, a leader in sev-
eral Jewish organizations, and 
active in her synagogue as well 
as in town and civic organiza-
tions. She was a writer, a fabu-
lous cook, an avid swimmer, 
and a passionate reader who 
led many book clubs. She loved 
her family and friends dearly as 
well as her life for many years in 

Marblehead.
Born in New Orleans, LA, she 

was the daughter of the late 
David and Ida Pailet. She grad-
uated from Newcomb College 
of Tulane University and 
received her Master’s Degree 
in Education from Salem State 
College. 

Left to cherish her memory 
are her daughters Susan Frisch 
Lehrer and her husband Harvey 
Lehrer of Lenox, Rhonda Frisch-
Cooper and her husband Tom 
Cooper of Weare, NH, and 
Cynthia Frisch of Lake Worth, 
FL. She also leaves her grand-
sons Kevin and Adam Lehrer, as 

well as her sister Bess Saliman 
of Jacksonville, FL.

Funeral services were held 
on April 12 at Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North 
Shore, with burial in Pride of 
Lynn Cemetery.  

Donations in Shirley’s 
memory may be made to 
Congregation Shirat Hayam of 
the North Shore or to Hadassah. 
Arrangements were handled by 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 
Chapel, Salem. For more infor-
mation or to register in the 
online guestbook, visit www.
stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Shirley P. Frisch, 90, of Peabody, formerly of Marblehead

Linda C. (Schwartz) Epstein, 
of Peabody, formerly of Revere, 
passed away on April 20, 2018. 

She was the beloved wife of 
Rick Epstein. Devoted and loving 
mother of Jared Epstein and his 
fiancée Erica Reeves of Danvers. 
Loving daughter of Rosalind 
(Weinberg) Schwartz of Revere 
and the late Harry Schwartz. 
Cherished sister of Bennett 
Schwartz and his wife Arleen of 
Boston and Caron Stringi and 
her husband Frank of Lynnfield. 
Dear aunt of Gabriel, Emily, Eric, 
Michael, David, Jonathan, Carly, 
Amy, and Jeremy. Loving great-
aunt of six. 

Linda was an avid runner and 
veteran of six marathons. 

A funeral service was held at 
Torf Funeral Chapel, Chelsea, on 
April 23. Interment followed in 
Roumanian American Cemetery, 
Danvers. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to The Linda 

Epstein Memorial Foundation, 
c/o Brooklyn Community 
Foundation, 1000 Dean St., Suite 
307, Brooklyn, NY 11238, or to 
Caring for a Cure, Mass. General 
Hospital, 55 Fruit St., Boston, MA 
02114 (https://caringforacure.
org). Visit www.torffuneralser-
vice.com for an online guestbook.

Linda C. (Schwartz) Epstein,  
of Peabody, formerly of Revere

Gerard D. Goldstein, for-
merly of Marblehead, passed 
away peacefully on April 9, 2018 
at Kaplan Estates in Peabody. 
He was the beloved husband 
of the late Corinne (Smoller) 
Goldstein, with whom he shared 
60 years of marriage before her 
passing in 2015. He was 85. 

Born in Boston to Bernard 
and Tillie Jepsky Goldstein, Jerry 
grew up in Lynn and attend-
ed Lynn English High School, 
Bowdoin College, and Harvard 
Law School. He began his law 
career at Widett & Kruger, but 
established Goldstein & Manello 
in 1976. Jerry was a respected 
leader in Boston’s legal and real 
estate communities. 

He was also active in 
many philanthropic activities 
throughout the local commu-
nity, including Temple Emanuel 
in Marblehead and the Retina 
Foundation. Jerry was a beloved 

husband, father, grandfather, 
brother, counselor and friend 
to many. 

He leaves his children Nancy 
Goldstein, Jane Goldstein and 
Bruce Depper, Wendy Goldstein 
Pierce and Charles Pierce, 
along with five grandchildren: 
Brett Depper Goldstein, Zoe 
Plympton, Mia Plympton, Jack 
Pierce and Elizabeth Pierce; and 
his sister Naomi Cohen, along 
with many cousins, nieces and 
nephews. He is predeceased by 
his wife and his sister Harriet 
Liftman. He was cared for with 
love by Elizabeth Kihara in 
recent years.

A funeral service was held 
on April 11 at Temple Emanu-
El, Marblehead. Burial fol-
lowed in Temple Emanu-El 
Cemetery, Danvers. Memorial 
contributions may be made 
to Bowdoin College, Office of 
Development, 4100 College 

Station, Brunswick, ME 04011. 
For more information or to reg-
ister in the online guest book, 
visit www.stanetskyhymanson-
salem.com.

Gerard D. Goldstein, 85, formerly of Marblehead
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Bessie (Novak) Shapiro, 93, 
of Revere, formerly of Chelsea 
and Everett, died on April 14, 
2018 at Wingate of Andover, 
surrounded by her family. 

Born, raised and educated 
in Manchester, NH, she was the 
daughter of the late Morris and 
Rose (Wolfgang) Novak. Bessie 
worked as a payroll adminis-
trator for various companies 
around the greater Boston area. 
Bessie was a long-time resi-
dent of the Jack Satter House 
in Revere, where she spent her 

time visiting with friends and 
with her family. She was a lov-
ing wife, mother, sister and 
grandmother who will be deep-
ly missed.

Bessie is survived by her chil-
dren Joel Shapiro and his wife 
Cindi of Norton, Rhonda Fisher 
of Andover, and her grand-
daughter Lauren Shapiro of 
Norton and San Diego, CA. She 
was the mother of the late Mark 
Allen Shapiro and the sister of 
the late Reuben Novak and the 

late Goldie Slovak.
A graveside service wase 

held at the Chebra Kadisha 
of Chelsea Cemetery, Everett, 
on April 17. Contributions 
in Bessie’s memory may be 
made to The Jack Satter House 
Tenants Association, 420 
Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, 
MA 02151. Assisting the family 
with arrangements is the Torf 
Funeral Service, Chelsea. For 
an online guestbook, visit www.
torffuneral service.com.

Bessie (Novak) Shapiro, 93, of Revere, formerly of Chelsea and Everett

NOTICES
ASHMAN, Shirley (Nathanson) 
– formerly of Swampscott. Died 
on April 10, 2018. Wife of the 
late Gilbert Cherry and the late 
Mayo Max Ashman. Mother of 
Louise A. Goodman and her 
husband Michael of Lexington, 
and William E. Ashman and his 
significant other Deborah of 
Leominster. Daughter of the late 
Elias Nathanson, MD, and Anna 
(Goldberg) Nathanson. Sister 
of the late Harold Nathanson 
and his wife Harriet Nathanson 
of Peabody, formerly of 
Kingston. Grandmother of Jesse 
Goodman, Danny Ashman, Ben 
Ashman, and Becky Ashman. 
Great-grandmother of Issac 
Ashman. Cousin of Ileane 
Greenstein, Marilyn Holstein, 
Andrea Hoffman, Karen Pofcher, 
and Diane Greenstein. Dear 
close family friend of Barbara 
Pofcher. (Torf)

BACKER, Edith Mildred 
(Halbert), 99 – late of Lynn, 
Marblehead, and Swampscott. 
Died on April 7, 2018. Wife of 
the late Sumner Backer. Mother 
of the late Ellen Backer. Sister 
of the late Evelyn (Halbert) 
Daniels. Aunt of Robert Daniels 
and his wife Joan of Lawrence, 
and Sharon Kaufman of Katy, 
Texas. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

BOSMAN, Edna B. (Bloom), 
late of Melrose, formerly of 
Stoneham. Died on Friday, 
April 20, 2018. Wife of the late 
Michael Bosman. Mother of 
Carole Goldberg of Waltham 
and the late Martin Bosman. 
Daughter of the late Samuel 
Bloom and Nettie (Ginsburg). 
Sister of the late Lawrence 
Bloom and the late Cpl. Milton 
“Brother” George Bloom. 

Grandmother of Nancy and her 
husband Vito, Judi and her hus-
band Bill, Deborah and her hus-
band Francis, and the late Susan 
Goldberg. Great-grandmother 
of Emma, Nora and Maya. (Torf)

COHEN, Samuel David, 97 
– late of Revere, formerly of 
Chelsea. Died on April 15, 2018. 
Husband of Irene “Reenie” 
(Sherman) Cohen. Son of the late 
Louis and Rebecca (Berg) Cohen. 
Father of Paula Braverman and 
her husband Michael and Janice 
Chase and her husband Bruce. 
Grandfather of Judd and his 
wife Karen, Shane and his wife 
Bridget, Jennifer and her hus-
band Wayne, Lauren, and Alex 
and his wife Gabrielle. Great-
grandfather of Myles, Avery, 
Emma, Aaron and Ilana. Brother 
of the late Bertha Danoff. (Torf)

FEYGIN, Fayvush, 93 – late 
of Stoneham. Died on April 
2, 2018. Husband of Larisa 
(Kophman). Father of Leo Feygin 
and Alla Feygina. Grandfather 
of Victoria, Diana, and Lillian. 
Great-grandfather of Sha’anan. 
(Goldman)

FINN, Alan Edward, 80 – late of 
Boston, formerly of Swampscott. 
Died on April 19, 2018. Husband/
partner of Ruth Ann Bowers and 
the late Lona Finn. Father of 
Robert Finn-Clarke and his hus-
band David, and the late Barry 
Finn. Father-in-law of Carol Finn. 
Stepfather of Heather Allsbrook. 
Grandfather of Adam and Nicole 
Finn, Samantha Vasque, and Tali, 
Shaya and Micaela Allsbrook. 
Brother of the late Marcia 
Scheinin, and brother-in-law of 
Leon. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

FOX, Norman B., 72 – late 
of Revere. Died on April 22, 
2018. Son of the late Paul and 
Evelyn (Trebach) Fox. Brother 
of Loretta Dietch and her hus-
band Stephen of FL. Uncle of 
Joshua and his wife Magdalena, 
Daniel and his wife Dana, Jared 
and his wife Spirit. Great-uncle 
to Benjamin, Judah, Jacob, 
Maxmillian, Zev, and Oz Dietch. 
(Torf)

PACKER, Celia (Povar), 94 
– late of Rockville, MD, for-
merly of Marblehead. Died on 
April 16, 2018. Wife of the late 
Max Packer. Mother of Nancy 
Deutsch and her husband Morris 
and Howard Packer and his wife 
Monique. Grandmother of Emily 
Deutsch and Adam Deutsch. 
Sister of the late Alice Marsh, 
the late Edith Schneider, the late 
Sam Povar, and the late Jack 
Povar. Aunt of many nieces and 
nephews. (Levine)

RIEDER, Sidney Victor, 96 – 
late of Marblehead. Died on 
April 18, 2018. Husband of 
Evelyn R. (Cohen) Rieder. Son 
of the late Herman L. Rieder 
and Frances (Goldstein) Rieder. 
Father of Ronald J. Rieder and 
his partner Martha Miller of 
Andover, Steven M. Rieder of 
Burlington, and the late Sandra 
Aileen Rieder. Brother of the late 
Morton F. Rieder. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

SINGER, Max J., 98 – late of 
Peabody, formerly of Delray 
Beach, FL. Died on April 2, 
2018. Husband of the late 
Marion (Gezuner). Brother of 
the late Evelyn (Singer) Karp 
and Bernard Singer. Son of the 
late Rebecca and Alex Singer. 

Father of Lillian Shapiro and 
her husband Tom, and Glenda 
Duchesneau and her husband 
Michael. Grandfather of Serena 
Molk and her husband Matt, 
Ariana Tivnan and her husband 
Ryan, Rebecca Duchesneau, 
and Alexa Duchesneau. Great-
grandfather of Theo. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

SMOLENS, Edith L. (Roud), 
90 – late of Melrose. Died on 
April 12, 2018. Wife of the late 
Irving Smolens. Mother of Karen 
Smolens and her loving part-
ner Robert McCarthy, and the 
late Joanne Smolens. Sister of 
the late Richard Roud. Aunt of 
Barbara Berger and her husband 
Stephen Patten, David Berger 
and his partner Robert Vargas, 
Jonathan and Jeremy Smolens, 
and Sarah Berger-Patten. Cousin 
of Henrietta Dilyock. (Goldman)

STRAUSS, Myra (Polinsky), 64 
– late of Beverly and Boynton 
Beach, FL. Died on April 15, 
2018. Wife of Larry Strauss. 
Daughter of the late Dr. Harold 
and Ruth (Breakstone) Polinsky. 
Mother of Benjamin Strauss. 
(Goldman)

SUMMER, Leonard H., 91 – late 
of Narragansett, RI, and Boynton 
Beach, FL. Husband of the late 

Sally (Goldstein) Summer. Son 
of the late Simon and Pauline 
(Leichter) Summer. Father of 
Donna and her husband Alan 
Pierce of Beverly, Andrea and 
her husband William Ferreira of 
Kennebunk, ME, and Cindy and 
her husband Richard Guinan of 
North Easton. Brother of the 
late Merwin and Sayre Summer. 
Grandfather of Matthew and his 
wife Mimi, Jesse and his fiancée 
Christina, and Jacob and Tyler. 
Great-grandfather of Chase 
and Cole. Uncle of several niec-
es and nephews. Companion 
of Clarissa Kulman. (Shalom 
Memorial Chapel, Cranston, RI)

TARNOPOLSKAYA, Gitya, 89 
– late of Lynn. Died on April 
5, 2018. Wife of the late Lev 
Tarnopolskiy. Daughter of the 
late Hilick and Hayka (Koretz) 
Barskiy. Mother of Dmitriy 
Tarnopolskiy of Akko, Israel, and 
Larissa Mednikov of Marblehead. 
Sister of Fanya Bendersky of NY, 
Godik Barskiy of NY, and the late 
Riva Berchenko. Grandmother 
of Vladislav Tarnopolskiy, Dimitri 
Mednikov, Florina Shapkin, 
and Yuri Mednikov. Great-
grandmother of Lian Shapkin 
and Yarin Shapkin. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)
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Сервисы покрываются страховкой Medicaid (MassHealth). 

Мы оформим все необходимые документы сами.
Приходите к нам и Ваша жизнь станет интереснее!

Звоните нам по тел. 978-825-0202
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3 мая евреи будут 
отмечать праздник Лаг 
ба Омер, восходящий ко 
временам существования 
Иерусалимского Храма. Он 
отмечается в 33 день Омера, 
или 18 ияра, по еврейскому 
календарю. Это совершенно 
особенный день, резко 
отличающийся от прочих дней 
этого периода. Лаг – то есть 
буквы “ламед” и “гимель” – это 
обозначение цифры “33”. Лаг-
ба омер – тридцать третий день 
омера.  

Слово “омер” на иврите 
означает сноп, а еще омер — 
это мера сыпучих тел, которая 
в древние времена считалась 
достаточным количеством 
зерна для одного человека на 
день. На второй день Песаха 

полагалось приносить дар в 
Храм, а именно — сноп ячменя 
нового урожая. 

Это был первый омер. На 
следующее утро возносили  
молитву об урожае и  
начинался  отсчет “дней 
Омера” - 49 дней – по числу 
дней от Исхода из Египта до 
получения Торы. Каждый день 
имеет свое порядковое число. 
На пятидесятый день в Храм 
приносили второй омер — сноп 
пшеницы нового урожая. 

Согласно Торе, время 
между первым омером и 
вторым сопряжено с большим 
количеством ограничений. Оно 
называется периодом трепета 
и надежды, так как в эти семь 
недель решается судьба всего 
года — быть ему урожайным 

или нет. И лишь на тридцать 
третий день отсчета омера, в 
Лаг ба Омер, снимаются многие 
ограничения, устраивается как 
бы “перерыв” в тревогах семи 
недель. 

Лаг ба Омер окружен 
многими преданиями… Евреи 
не раз бунтовали против 
римских оккупантов. Одно 
из таких восстаний возглавил 
Бар-Кохба. Превосходство 
Рима было неоспоримым, 
восставшие понесли ряд 
тяжелых поражений и были 
разгромлены. Однако именно в 
Лаг ба Омер Бар-Кохба сумел 
одержать крупную победу. Его 
солдаты радостно отметили 
это событие, и в память об 
их триумфе Лаг ба Омер 
отмечается и по сей день. 

Русскоязычных любителей театрального искусства 
Бостона ожидает приятный подарок. К нам с премьерой 
спектакля “Мы Не Боимся!” приезжает израильский 
театр “Матара”. Это остросюжетный, написанный на 
злобу дня спектакль о силе духа еврейского народа, 
об умении выстоять и защитить свое право на жизнь. 

Режиссер Александр Каплан поставил спектакль по 
произведениям Александра Казарновского и Елены 
Улановской.

Aлександр Каплан закончил Ленинградский 
институт киноискусства и Высшие курсы режиссеров 
и сценаристов в Москве. Александр много лет 
проработал на Одесской киностудии, где снимал 
замечательные иронические комедии с Семеном  
Фарадой и Андреем Ильиным, такие как “Сезон 
обнажённого сердца “ и “Мсье Робина”(дипломант 
конкурса “Золотой Дюк”)

Уже много лет Александр Каплан живет и работает 
в Ариэле (Израиль). Он  руководит городским  театром  
“Матара” и как волонтер ведет молодежную студию 
театра и кино (Ariel Theater/Video Youth Studio). Алекс 
также не забывает свою “первую любовь” – снимает 
художественные фильмы, и выполняет заказы на 
документальные фильмы для телевизионных каналов 
России и Израиля.

Бостон знает Каплана и Улановскую 
по полюбившемуся зрителям и критикам 
документальному фильму “From Russia with Math” 
об основателях Russian School of Mathematics Инессе 
Рифкиной и Ирине Хавинсон.

Мнение Каплана, как человека знающего не 
понаслышке, что значит постоянно жить в условиях 
интифады, – в вопросах политики Израиля часто 

расходится с мнением общепринятым в израильской 
прессе, не говоря об Американской. Именно поэтому 
зрители могут быть уверены, что спектакль скучным 
не будет.

В спектакле говорится о самой страшной беде 
нашего времени – исламском терроризме, который 
как болезнь разрастается по нашей планете. И, 
естественно, у израильской труппы есть свой взгляд 
на эту проблему.

Действие начинается в одной из европейских 
столиц на антиизраильской демонстрации. Среди 
множества осуждающих действия “израильской 
военщины” выделяется “молчащий”, внешне никак 
не реагирующий на происходящее. Ему и другим 
действующим лицам спектакля предстоит путешествие 
во времени и пространстве. 

...далее, Брюссельский аэропорт, кампус 
американского университета, квартира известной 
немецкой журналистки еврейского происхождения, 
парижское кафе... везде, где разворачивался очередной 
эпизод спектакля, все равно в центре внимания 
оказывается государство Израиль, как символ, а может 
и надежда на то, что в этой войне можно победить. 
Действие спектакля заканчивается на демонстрации 
протеста. В центре финального события – тот самый 
“молчащий”, но он уже не боится и не молчит.

Спектакль будет проходить в Бостоне в помещении 
театра “Arlekin Players”, которое любезно представил 
израильским актерам на волонтерских началах. 

Спектакли пройдут в пятницу 18 Maя, 7 ч.; субботу,  
19 аая, 7ч.; воскресенье 20 мая, 2ч. и  7 ч.

Билеты на сайте: https://arielisraelitheater.event-
brite.com  
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70-летию образования Израиля посвящается

Интересный праздник Лаг ба Омер

14-летняя Годовщина 
Цетра Stay Well

В воскресенье, 29 апреля, в 11 утра, в Оздоровительном Центре 
“Stay Well” AHDC, расположенном в просторном, светлом и 
уютном помещении с видом на океан в Сэлеме (45 Congress 
Street), состоится праздничный концерт и банкет, посвященный 
14-летней годовщине Центра.

Основатели, сотрудники и посетители Центра Stay Well 
приглашают всех желающих разделить с ними радость и отметить 
день рождения Центра в теплой и праздничной атмосфере 
радости и веселья. 

Участники популярного Хора Stay Well готовятся к выступлению

Учимся Израильским танцам Праздник в честь 
Израиля

В ознаменование 70-летия 
образования Израиля, синагога 
Temple Sinai (1 Community Rd.) 
в Марблхеде (напротив JCC) 
приглашает всех желающих 
выучить израильские 
танцы под руководством 
профессионального инструк-
тора Анжелы Шатц. 

Классы пройдут 29 апреля, 

13 мая и 10 июня. Опыт не 
нужен - нужно желание!

Информация и запись: 
m i k i t y a n s k y @ a o l . c o m . 
Минимальная дотация $5.

Любители Израильских 
танцев собираются регулярно 
но воскресеньям, с 7-8 ч. 
Приглашаются все, взрослые и  
подростки.

В воскресенье, 6 мая, с 12 до 5 
ч. дня в Южном порту Бостона 
(Flynn Cruiseport Boston 
Cruise Terminal) состоится 
праздничный фестиваль, 
посвященный Израилю. В 
программе музыка, танцы, 
угощения,  и т.д. 1 Black Falcom 
Ave.. Билетына сайте: event-
brite.com.

In this week’s issue of the 
Journal’s Russian Chronicle, we 
feature the upcoming theatrical 
premier by the Matara Theater 
from the Israeli town of Ariel, 
dedicated to the 70th anniver-
sary of the country.

We also include a list of local 
celebrations of Israel’s birthday.

Also in this issue is a feature 
on the unusual Jewish holiday, 
Lag B’Omer.

We invite our readers to 
attend an Adult Day Care Center 
‘Stay Well’ celebration of its 14th 
anniversary.

English Summary



978-750-0100
Mon-Sat: 6am - 9pm  ~  Sunday: 6am - 8pm

expires May 31, 2018

Looking for help with the college application process?

Anna Valuev 
(MHS class of 2014 and Harvard class of 2018) 

is offering

COLLEGE APPLICATION & ESSAY ADVISING

 AND SAT VERBAL TUTORING

For more info or to reserve advising spots, 
email Anna at annavaluev@college.harvard.edu

Sessions available mid-June through early September in person and via Skype & email

JAN THE TEACHER

Jan Steven Brodie
Bar and Bat Mitzvah Tutoring
80 Dennison Ave Swampscott MA 01907

617-620-8276
brodiejan@comcast.net

SAVE THE DATE!

427 Paradise Road, Vinnin Sq, Swampscott
781-599-8829
Mon-Sat 10-6  •  Thurs eve by appt  •  Sun 12-4

Frank Lyman Design
3-Day Trunk Show!
Featuring Spring & Summer Fashions 
& Special Occasion Dressing

Thursday, April 26th  10~8 pm
Friday, April 27th 10~5 pm
Saturday, April 28th  10~5 pm

Celebrating 36 Years!
10% OFF 

All FRANK LYMAN
orders & purchases

is
Domestic abuse

a Jewish Issue
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The OFF THE GRID photo-
graph collection, visual stories 
by homeless people in Lynn, is 
being exhibited at St. Andrew’s 
Church in Marblehead until 
May 3. Life on the streets of 
Lynn is depicted with wit, irony, 
sadness, and startling beauty. 
The talents of the photogra-
phers, who were living at Lynn 
Shelter Association’s Emergency 
Shelter in 2016, will touch your 
heart. 

Susan Ogan of Marblehead, 
Karen Bowden of Lynn, and 
Alison Brookes of Salem spent 
six months with the photogra-
phers, encouraging them to find 
their voices, and training them 
in professional photography. Of 
6,000 images collected over six 
months, about 150 were chosen 
to be printed for exhibition. 

Still fresh, powerful and 
inspiring, the images have 
affected many people. Reverend 
Clyde Elledge saw the exhibit 

at Temple Sinai, and his con-
gregation has now embraced it. 
The photographers appreciated 
participating in the project, one 
of them describing homeless-
ness as a “heart-wrenching and 
shameful time” in their lives to 
which the project brought atten-
tion and compassion. Funds 
raised by the sale of the art-
work have contributed to a new 
day program at Lynn Shelter 
Association, encouraging and 
empowering people on their tra-
jectory towards independence 
and security in housing. 

Creating OFF THE GRID was 
a mitzvah, but, like every mitz-
vah, it was a gift to the peo-
ple doing it. Susan, Alison, and 
Karen, with other volunteers 
involved in the project, were ful-
filled by acting on their shared 
beliefs: that every person should 
be seen and heard … and that 
every person deserves a place to 
call home.  

Alison Brookes and Susan Ogan at the photo exhibit.  

Northeast Arc will present 
New England Council executive 
vice president Larry Zabar with 
the Changing Lives Award at its 
annual gala on May 3 at the 
Seaport Hotel in Boston. Zabar, 
a Swampscott resident, will be 
honored for his unwavering 
support of the agency’s mission 
and his commitment to people 
with disabilities.

Founded in 1925, the New 
England Council is the nation’s 
oldest regional business orga-
nization. Zabar, its longest serv-
ing member, is responsible for 
organizing events, including 
the extremely popular Politics 
& Eggs series, which helps con-
nect the region’s business com-
munity with would-be-presi-
dents while they chat up voters 
in New Hampshire.

Before joining the New 
England Council in 1989, Zabar 
spent 11 years in Washington, 
D.C. as executive director of the 
Northeast-Midwest Coalition, 
the brainchild of former U.S. 
Rep. Michael Harrington of 
Salem. 

Northeast Arc to  
present Larry Zabar  

with award

Yachad to hold Lag 
B’Omer celebration  

On May 2, at 6:45 p.m., 
world-renowned Orthodox 
Jewish recording artist Yaakov 
Shwekey will perform from his 
expansive repertoire of contem-
porary hits for the Boston com-
munity brought to you by The 
Young Israel Of Brookline with 
New England Yachad organiza-
tion as the featured guest. The 
Lag B’Omer program, entitled 
“A Night to Celebrate Yachad,” 
will be held at Young Israel of 
Brookline, 62 Green Street in 
Brookline. 

Yachad is dedicated to pro-
viding programs and services 
for hundreds of individuals 
with disabilities and their fami-
lies and including them in the 
Jewish community. This mis-
sion is close to Shwekey’s heart 
as he has a close connection to 
children and adults with dis-
abilities. 

Shwekey will be joined by 
Rabbi Eli J. Mansour, who will 
give a Shiur (Lecture) before 
the concert. Rabbi Mansour is 
among the Orthodox world’s 
most sought-after speakers and 
currently serves as the rabbi of 
The Edmond J. Safra Synagogue 
in Brooklyn NY. 

Tickets are available at 
shwekey.live/boston. For more 
information contact Ilana 
Kruger, krugeri@ou.org. 

Tikkun Olam without borders

Email: rosenberg@jewishjournal.org

Do you remember 
your bar/bat mitzvah?

On May 24, 
the Journal will feature our 

bar/bat mitzvah section.
Please send us your memories (250 words) 
and a photo and we will include your story 

in our edition.



even describe it.” Sokolow feels an espe-
cially deep connection to a land that her 
family has inhabited for 10 generations.

As a child growing up in Libya, Mario 
Mahkluf was afraid to tell anyone he 
was Jewish. When he came to Israel as a 
teenager, he finally felt free. “Everyone 
around me was Jewish, so I no longer 
needed to be afraid,” said Mahkluf, of 
Lynn. “After thousands of years, we final-
ly have a home. Israel is the home for the 
Jew that’s been wandering for thousands 
of years.” 

For all the euphoria surrounding Yom 
Ha’atzmaut, there is also sadness. Since 
its founding, Israel has lost 23,320 sol-
diers, and roughly 3,000 of its citizens 

have died in terrorist attacks. For that 
reason, Israel observes Yom Hazikaron, 
or “Memorial Day,” the day before Yom 
Ha’atzmaut. In Israel, Yom Hazikaron 
begins with a siren that can be heard 
throughout the country. As the siren 
sounds, the country comes to a stand-
still. Even on busy highways, cars and 
buses stop, and everyone gets out and 
stands for a moment of silence. For the 
rest of the day, everything is closed, and 
Israelis attend memorials at cemeteries. 
Instead of normal programming, Israeli 
television stations broadcast the names 
of every soldier who lost their life in ser-
vice to their country.

For Sokolow, it is fitting to have a 
day of somber remembrance before one 
of celebration. “Israel is a gift from the 
23,000 who died so we could have a 
country. They died so we could celebrate 
and live.” 

Israelis are proud of their past and 
optimistic for their future. “I am positive 
that Israel is here to stay,” said Jacobson. 
“If you’re taught any other way, then you 
won’t survive.” 

“I have nothing but a great outlook on 
Israel, judging by the amount of advance-
ment in the last 70 years,” said Mahkluf. 
“There’s a lot of issues, but overall the 
energy is there, the ambition is there, 
for the next 70 years, and the next mil-
lennia.” 

“I believe Israel will overcome every-
thing,” said Paul. “That’s in my heart 
forever.”

On Sunday, in Beverly, the Jewish 
Community Center of the North 
Shore will host its second annual Yom 
Ha’atzmaut concert. Last year, over 300 
people went to the Cabot Street Theatre 
in Beverly to listen to live Israeli music, 
and this year, the JCC expects a similar 

turnout at the Larcom Theatre. The con-
cert will feature a wide array of Israeli 
music, starting with local acts from 
Epstein Hillel students, and a dance from 
Temple Sinai congregants. It will also 
feature Rabbis David Meyer and John 
Nelson, and the Chai Notes, an a capel-
la group led by Shirat Hayam Cantor 
Ilana Rosansky. The main act will be the 
famous Israeli singer Gitit Shoval, who 
will sing a mix of Bob Dylan, Carole King, 
and a variety of modern and traditional 
Israeli songs. There will also be brief 
remarks Danielle Harsip, the Boston area 
director of AIPAC, and an IDF soldier. 

“Our event is a truly wonderful oppor-
tunity for the North Shore Jewish com-
munity to come together and show our 

love and support for the state of Israel,” 
said Marty Schneer, Executive Director 
of the JCCNS. Sara Ewing of the JCCNS, 
said the organization is grateful to the 
CJP and generous donors who made this 
concert possible.

In the Boston area, a festival will 
be hosted by Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies (CJP), the Israeli-
American Council (IAC) and the Israeli 
Consulate General. On May 6, roughly 
3,000 people will come to scenic Flynn 
Cruiseport along Boston Harbor to cele-
brate every aspect of Israeli life. There will 
be an Israeli food market, Israeli dance 
performances, an Ethiopian-Israeli dance 
workshop, and an exhibit on Israeli inno-
vation. Israeli DJs will host an outdoor 
street party, and childrens’ entertainers 
Gili Ba Levaker and Hanny Nahmias will 
sing songs in Hebrew and English. For 
tickets, go to celebrateisraelboston.com.
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As Israel turns 70, Israelis, American Jews celebrate
from page 1

Rachel Jacobson

Talya Paul

Yael Sokolow

Together.
We survive and we grow and we do it together. 

On May 6, we ask for your support once again  
as we hold our annual fundraiser – Menschions & Mimosas –  
at Temple B’nai Abraham in Beverly. The event will celebrate our 
Honorable Menschions – those wonderful people who give so much 
to our community.

If you would like to come and be part of the fun and to contribute 
to the Journal’s continued role in our community, tickets are still 
available. Please give us a call at 978-745-4111. 

And if the fundraiser doesn’t interest you, please make a donation, 
which can be done online at jewishjournal.org.

We will continue to grow our community in size and in strength. 
Together.

Sunday, May 6, 2018   11am-1pm
Temple B’nai Abraham ~ 200 East Lothrop Street ~ Beverly

Bagels, lox and mimosas will be served.

Tickets still 
available!

Call today!
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