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Ray Allen won an Olympic gold medal, 
NBA championships with the Boston 
Celtics and Miami Heat, and has acted in 
a Spike Lee film.

Now 41 and retired from the NBA, 
he’s taken on a more serious assignment. 
Last December, President Barack Obama 
appointed Allen to the US Holocaust 
Memorial Council. Earlier this month, 

Allen decided to travel to Poland to see 
firsthand the remnants of Auschwitz. 

“The Holocaust is not just Jewish his-
tory,” said Allen. “This is part of a global 
shared history that has impact for the 
rest of the world and other cultures. The 
importance of memory and understand-
ing is the same for all humanity. 

“We are lucky that we are living in a 
different time, but this should act as a 
warning for what could be. This message 
should be taken to young generations as 

a warning so that it should never happen 
again.”

Allen traveled to Poland with Rabbi 
Simon Taylor of NCSY, an Orthodox 
Jewish youth group sponsored by the 
Orthodox Union, and as a guest of LOT 
Polish Airlines and the From The Depths 
foundation.

“It says so much about Ray that after 
his official retirement, this was the first 
trip he wanted to take,” said Taylor, the 
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Former NBA player Ray Allen tours the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp in Poland.

Former Celtic Ray Allen travels to Auschwitz

By Shelley A. Sackett
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Congregation Shirat Hayam in 
Swampscott and Temple Sinai in 
Marblehead were among dozens of 
synagogues that applied for Ruderman 
Synagogue Inclusion Project (RSIP) 
grants in 2016. Both were selected and 
on May 23, they will be among the nine 
2017 Cohort of RSIP Congregational 
Partners welcomed and recognized at the 
annual Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
“Celebrating Inclusion” event.

“We are very excited to be work-
ing with two synagogues on the North 
Shore this year and are very interested in 
regional collaboration,” said Molly Silver, 
who manages the partnership between 
CJP and RSIP.

For over a decade, the Ruderman 
Family Foundation’s philanthropic mis-
sion has advocated for the disabled. RSIP, 
its newest initiative, awards $5,000 grants 
to synagogues to help fund programs 
that ensure all people, including those 
with profound disabilities, are able to 
participate in congregational activities. 

RSIP started as a pilot program in 2013 
with just three Boston synagogues.

Sharon Shapiro is the daughter of 
founder Morton E. Ruderman and a 
foundation trustee. As community liai-
son, she’s in charge of all projects in the 
Greater Boston and North Shore areas.

“There is a group of people who are 
not coming to synagogue because they 
feel there’s nothing there for them,” she 
said. “RSIP raises awareness for inclusion 
in general, but specifically for people 
with disabilities because that is the focus 
of our foundation.”

Silver was particularly struck by 
Temple Sinai’s and Shirat Hayam’s 
Inclusion Action Plans and ambitious 
goals. “What stood out about their appli-
cations was a deep and profound desire 
among both communities to be a 
‘kehillah kedosha,’ or a holy community, 
that strives to welcome everyone who 
comes through their doors.”

Shirat Hayam Rabbi Michael Ragozin 
hopes the congregation will become fully 
inclusive for children with disabilities 
and their families. “It’s heartbreaking to 
hear the stories of rejection that families, 
seeking to raise their children in a Jewish 
community, have experienced,” he said. 

Ragozin also envisions Shirat Hayam 
will become more welcoming to inter-
faith families, the LGBTQ community, 
households with varied incomes, and 
individuals experiencing mental health 
issues.

“Inclusion is a clarion call to honor the 

Swampscott, Marblehead 
synagogues awarded 
inclusion grants

continued on page 8

continued on page 21

By Penny Schwartz
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A quarter of a century after the death of Polish-born 
photographer Henryk Ross, the world is being exposed to 
the unforgettable images captured by the Holocaust sur-
vivor of the Lodz Ghetto, where he lived under Nazi rule 
for four years.

An exhibit of Ross’s photographs is on view at the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, through July 30. “Memory 
Unearthed: The Lodz Ghetto Photographs of Henryk 
Ross,” is the first showing of the photos in the United 
States. 

Ross was born in Warsaw in 1910 and died in Israel 

MFA photo exhibit  
reveals Lodz ghetto

Photo by Henryk Ross/courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
Children being transported to Chelmno nad Nerem (renamed 
Kulmhof) death camp, 1942.continued on page 8
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By Steven A. Rosenberg
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Last Friday morning, Amy 
Farber smiled as she strolled 
through the lobby of Temple 
Ahavat Achim in Gloucester. It 
had been a good week for Cape 
Ann’s sole shul. The previous 
Sunday, Neshama Carlebach 
headlined a sold-out fund-
raiser at Rockport’s Shalin Liu 
Performance Center to kick off 
the synagogue’s planned $2.5 
million endowment fund for 
family learning. The fund will 
be named in honor of Rabbi 
Myron and Eileen Geller, the 
temple’s retired spiritual lead-
ers.

With 180 households, Ahavat 
Achim is not the largest shul on 
the North Shore but it might 
be one of its most dynamic. 
Nearly 10 years ago on an early 
Saturday morning, flames 
consumed the congregation’s 
179-year-old structure that 
had served as its temple since 
1951. As they grieved the loss 
of a neighbor who died in the 
blaze, and its five Torahs that 
were also consumed, congre-
gants met later that morning for 
Shabbat services in a Unitarian 
Universalist church. 

It took almost four years to 
rebuild on the site, and mem-
bers met, and prayed, alternate-
ly, in a real estate office, people’s 
homes, and in an office over-
looking a site where Gloucester 
holds its Greasy Pole Contest 

each June. In 2011, the new 
building opened and welcomed 
back its egalitarian members.

“Cape Ann is a place where 
people choose to live. It’s not 
a place where people come to 
have an intense Jewish sur-
rounding,” said Farber, who 
helped organize the Carlebach 
concert and is set to become 
the next president of Ahavat 
Achim. “People come to syna-
gogue because of relationships 

and I think that has been true 
in this synagogue as long as I’ve 
been here.”

Around the corner at the 
Pleasant Street Tea Co., Mark 
Arnold gushed about the 
synagogue where he’s been a 
member since moving from 
Swampscott in 2009. A Newton 
native, he worked for Dow Jones 
and covered the White House 
during Watergate in the 1970s. 

Arnold, who also helped 

organize the concert, along 
with Farber and Debbie Hilbert, 
believes the synagogue mirrors 
the tone of the Jewish profes-
sionals, artists, and retirees who 
live on Cape Ann. 

“Everyone is accepted as 
they are. There’s no status dif-
ferentiation; we don’t suck up 
to rich people and they don’t 
get to sit in the front row of the 
temple. They’re like everybody 
else,” he said. 

Before the concert, the crowd 
stood and applauded when the 
Gellers were introduced. Soon 
Carlebach – the daughter of 
Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach, one 
of the seminal Jewish songwrit-
ers of the 20th century – took 
the stage with her four-piece 
band, and her backing gospel 
choir. Carlebach, who is a rock 
star in her own right and has 
sold over 1 million albums, did 
not disappoint. She offered up 
newer songs with English lyrics, 
but also dipped into her father’s 
vast repertoire and performed 
“Y’hi Shalom,” “Asher Bara,” 
and “Ki Va Moed.” 

Before her encore, students 
from the temple’s Hebrew 
School presented Carlebach 
with a ceramic mezuzah they 
had made, and then joined her 
to sing “Am Yisrael Chai.” Earlier 
in the day, they had taken their 
own mezuzahs home and 
affixed them to their doors. 

On Pleasant Street, Arnold 
marveled at the children’s 
enthusiasm, and as he spoke, 
he noticed Miriam Weinstein – a 
former Ahavat Achim president 
– who had arrived with some 
friends.

They exchanged small talk 
about the temple and fund-
raiser and waved goodbye. “I’ve 
been on many boards but this is 
the only board I’ve been on in 
a Jewish setting where people 
work together and there are no 
factions,” he said. “People here 
listen to each other.”

Gloucester soul

Photo by Adam Farber
Ahavat Achim Hebrew School students join Neshama Carlebach for her encore. 



By Steven A. 
Rosenberg

JOURNAL STAFF 

On a recent morning 
in an Andover coffee 
shop, Idan Irelander 
closed his eyes when 
he was asked about 
his upcoming trip to 
Israel. 

“For me, it will be 
like inviting people 
into my home to 
spend time together,” 
he said. 

Irelander, who 
grew up in Israel, has 
served as the cantor 
and music director of 
Temple Emanuel in 
Andover since 2012. Next month, he plans to take 26 members of 
the congregation to Israel – including five children who will cel-
ebrate their bar and bat mitzvahs at the Western Wall in Jerusalem. 
The congregants will tour the country and also visit Petra in Jordan. 

Irelander’s journey from Netanya to Boston began in 1997 when 
he enrolled at the Berklee College of Music. A gifted bass player, he 
recorded and composed music. By 2000, he felt the pull of the mel-
odies he heard as a child in synagogue, and was hired by Temple 
Emanuel to oversee its children’s and adult choirs. Nearly 6,000 
miles from home, he decided to stay in the US with his wife Einat. 
He earned a master’s in Jewish education from Hebrew College, and 
also became a cantor. In 2012, he was named the temple’s cantor. 

For a guy who plays numerous instruments and has sat in with 
Israeli stars like Yehoram Gaon, singing Hebrew songs, arranging 
choirs, and teaching kids their haftarah portions is part of the natu-
ral thread of life as a Jew.

“It’s in my DNA,” said Irelander, whose father served as a per-
sonal driver for David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first prime minister. 
“My mother taught Bible and Hebrew literature for 40 years and I 
watched her light Shabbat candles every Friday night. It’s always 
been part of who I am.”

Irelander, who is 45, always seems to have a tune in his head. 
Besides teaching kids to read the Torah, he arranges the music and 
performs several times a month at the temple. During Friday night 
Shabbat services, he’ll play guitar and sing with Gitit Shoval. He 
also arranges the music for The Abbas, and The Soul Sisters, two 
groups of congregants who play one Shabbat at month at the tem-
ple. On the High Holidays, he brings in a group of Israeli musicians 
who play cello, flute, bass, violin, clarinet and piano and perform 
traditional Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur melodies. 

And, on Friday mornings, he can be found in the middle of the 
temple’s preschool leading a Shabbat program for the children. 
It lasts just 15 minutes, but about 100 parents, grandparents and 
other relatives of the toddlers squeeze in to hum along with the 
Hebrew prayers. 

“That shows you the power of music,” he said. “It connects, it 
brings families together; it’s a bridge. When you’re with your family 
and you see your kids enjoying Hebrew songs, it’s a great feeling.”

Whether you are remodeling your home with the 
idea to sell it or just want a nicer house to live in, you 
can avoid some of the errors that many homeowners 
make.

One of the biggest mistakes is to overinvest in 
a project. For example, while great kitchens do sell houses, you can lose 
money if you overdo it. Kitchen remodels should stay within 5% to 15% of 
the home’s total value. For any home upgrade, it’s also important to check 
out comparable homes selling in your area and follow their lead.

Don’t make changes to the house that clash with its original design.  
If you have a traditional colonial home, super modern upgrades could 
detract from its overall appearance.

Adding unnecessary rooms can be less cost effective than making your 
present space more multi-functional. It’s also important to work with a 
qualified architect, if you are making structural changes.

Be sure to ask your REALTOR® about which home improvements best 
increase your home’s value.

experience is the difference.
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS

on all aspects of buying or selling real estate 
at 781-367-8150

phyllis levin
on Real estate
common remodeling 

mistakes
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An Irelander in Andover

Idan Irelander strums an oud.

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

Around 10 pm on May 7, 
Ellen Levine stopped reading 
her iPad and got out of bed. 
Levine, who has been teach-
ing violin in Swampscott for 
decades and is a member of the 
Symphony by the Sea chamber 
orchestra, looked in the mirror 
and noticed just how much hair 
she had lost since she first began 
taking estrogen blocking drugs 
in 1997. Then she turned on 
the iPad’s video camera, filmed 
her patchy scalp, and posted 
it on Facebook under the title 
‘Show and Tell, a public service 
announcement.’

“Estrogen blockers improve 
the chances of not getting can-
cer for women who are already 
at a high risk for breast cancer. 
I don’t care if I lose my hair. 
It’s kind of cool. And if it actu-
ally prevents recurrence of can-
cer, then sure, what the heck,” 
she wrote on Facebook. “It’s an 
extremely rare side effect, so rare 
that you don’t usually see it on 
side effects lists, but I thought 
you should know in case you 
know someone on an estrogen 

blocker who is wondering why 
she is losing her hair.”

Levine, who is an observant 
Jew, said although her post 
came just three days after the 
US House of Representatives 
voted to scrap Obamacare, her 
words were not political but 
meant to educate others who 
might be taking those drugs. 

These days, she mostly wears 
a pink snood and is grateful that 

the medicine is available. As for 
her hair, she’s proud of what’s 
left on her head. “I like the way I 
look with the hair that I have in 
my baldness, better than when 
it’s covered,” she said.  “It looks 
like me.”

Show and tell

Photo by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
Ellen Levine



By Michael Epstein
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

SALEM – Salem’s “Sanctuary 
for Peace” ordinance, which the 
City Council passed by a 7 to 4 
vote on April 13, has hit some 
rough road. 

A citizens’ petition may force 
the City Council to reconsider 
its vote, and it would go to a 
citywide ballot referendum in 
November if the council declines 
to change its stance.

But first, the legitimacy of the 
petition has been challenged, 
and the city’s Registrars of Voters, 
a three-person board, will decide 
if it has the required number of 
certified signatures from regis-
tered voters before it can return 
to the City Council. If the regis-
trars can’t make the determina-

tion, it could be decided by the 
Mass. Secretary of State’s office.

The challenge is expected to 
push the City Council’s second 
vote into June.

Critics of the ordinance 
expressed a range of concerns, 
from law and order to increased 
scrutiny from federal authorities. 

President Trump has threat-
ened to cut federal funding from 
cities that refuse to help federal 
agents arrest and deport undoc-
umented immigrants.

The Salem ordinance was 
originally written and promot-
ed by Salem’s No Place for Hate 
Committee, led by Jeff Cohen.  

“A lot of the kind of things 
that [we are trying to implement] 
here would have made a differ-
ence in the World War II era,” 
Cohen said.

Josh Turiel is a Jewish Salem 
city councilor who supported 
the ordinance. “Growing up 
Jewish informs most of what I 
do,” he said. “And part of what 
that means is a strong focus on 
the rights of minorities and the 
oppressed. A lot of Salem’s Jews 
care about causes like this.

“I saw this as an opportunity 
to make Salem a little safer for 
people in our minority commu-
nity where most of our undocu-
mented immigrants reside; help 
the police focus on our city safe-
ty, and bring some light to the 
fundamental brokenness of our 
immigration system. 

“My father’s father didn’t have 
to jump through many hoops to 
get here; All he had to do was get 
the fare for a trip to Ellis Island 
and have a place to go once he 
arrived.” 

According to Salem Mayor 
Kim Driscoll, “Our ordinance 
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On May 10, Governor Charlie 
Baker accepted an award from 
Yehuda Yaakov, consul general 
of Israel to New England at the 
Massachusetts State House. 
The award marked the 69th 
Independence Day of the State 
of Israel. 

At the ceremony, Baker dis-
cussed his four-day trade mis-
sion to Israel – which took place 
last December. Baker spoke 
emotionally about the trip, his 
first visit to the Holy Land, with 
First Lady Lauren Baker – and 
their deep respect for Judaism. 

The trip to Israel was pri-
marily focused on digital 
health and cyber security, two 
areas of collaboration between 
Massachusetts and Israel. But 
the trip left a deeper impact 
beyond advancing economic 
ties, Baker told the large crowd 
gathered in Nurses Hall. He 
described his moving visit to 
Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust 
memorial, and was surprised 
by his own emotional reaction 
at the Western Wall, as he fol-
lowed the custom of placing a 
prayer in a crevice of the wall, 
on behalf of the ill child of a 
friend.  

Despite the cool weather, he 
felt warmth emanating from 
the Wall’s stones. The country’s 
history and its setting as the 
birthplace of Western faith tra-

ditions served as a “reminder 
and warning about how hard it 
is to hold onto the notion that 
everyone should be free to prac-
tice their faith. It’s important for 
all of us to defend religious free-
dom,” Baker said. “We are all 
God’s children and we all have 
the opportunity to be the best 
we can be.” 

He also recalled attending 
bar and bat mitzvah ceremonies 
when his children were teen-
agers. Baker and his wife were 
so impressed by the personal 
statements made by parents to 
their children that they did the 
same for their own kids’ birth-
days, writing letters about their 
hopes and dreams for their chil-
dren. “What a gem of an idea,” 
he said.

Governor Baker marks  
Israel’s Independence Day

Governor Charlie Baker with  
Yehuda Yaakov, consul general 
of Israel to New England
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Salem’s sanctuary status on hold

continued on page 10
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On Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israel 
Independence Day) in May of 
last year, Debbie Coltin was 
reading a story to a group of 
children and their parents 
when a little girl turned to her 
mother and asked, “Mommy, 
does Israel really look like 
that?”

The mom, who had never 
been to Israel, panicked and 
made eye contact with Coltin, 
the Lappin Foundation’s execu-
tive director. 

“I thought to myself, ‘We’ve 
got to get these parents to 
Israel,’” Coltin said. And get 
them to Israel she did, with the 
creation of the first PJ Library 
Parents to Israel Trip (PJLP2I). 

“We get the teens excited 
about Israel [with Y2I, the 
Lappin Foundation’s teen 
trip], but this hits a different 
generation,” she said. “If we 
didn’t organize it, when would 
they go? Our dream is to have 
this missed generation of 
young parents who didn’t do 
Birthright, who are busy pro-
fessionals, go to Israel.” 

Less than a year later, from 
April 25 through May 4, Coltin 
led the first PJLP2I trip with 
29 participants, including 10 
interfaith couples. 

PJ Library is a family engage-
ment program that focuses on 
the bond created between chil-
dren and parents during story 
time right before bed. Jewish 
children ages 6 months to 8 
years are eligible to receive a 
free Jewish book and CD of the 
month. The Lappin Foundation 
partners with Cohen Hillel 
Academy as local funders of 
the international program cre-

ated by the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation.

PJLP2I’s immediate goal is 
straightforward: to educate 
and empower parents to speak 
about Israel to their children 
from firsthand experience. 

“That generation is all about 
social media,” she said, refer-
ring to the many participants 
who posted daily pictures dur-
ing their trip. “Their friends 
and parents of other kids were 
already commenting on their 
postings. So it works.”

Participants were from three 
geographic areas: Newburyport, 
Swampscott/Marblehead, and 
Beverly/Peabody. 

Sara Weisman, a Beverly 

mother and member of 
Congregation Shirat Hayam in 
Swampscott, was initially hesi-
tant to go. She returned “totally 
blown away by the experience,” 
with plans to return.

“This trip changed my 
impression of Israel complete-
ly,” she said. “In some sense, I 
didn’t learn anything new, but 
I gained insight that can’t be 
learned at a distance or read in 
a book about the value of hav-
ing a Jewish nation. 

“What happens in Israel feels 
very personal in a way it didn’t 
before.” 

Al Pica of Swampscott is the 
father of two young children and 
a member of Temple Emanu-El 

in Marblehead. He was most 
surprised by the unwavering 
patriotism among all Israelis – 
Christians and Arabs as well 
as Jews – and how that differed 
from his preconceptions. 

He returned home “with a 
sense of duty to do even more: 
spread the good word, clear 
up myths and misconceptions 
about Israel, the ongoing con-
flict with the Palestinians, etc.,” 
he said.

The trip affected both 
Weisman and Pica as parents. 
“I had previously been to other 
Holocaust museums, but a 
tour through Yad Vashem, and 
in particular the Children’s 
Memorial, had a tremendous 

impact on me as a parent of 
Jewish children,” Pica said. 

Weisman believes she now 
understands Jewish history a 
lot better after visiting places 
where some Biblical events took 
place. “The mental scale I had 
of cities, distances, landscapes, 
and so on wasn’t connected 
to physical places before,” she 
said.

Coltin is delighted with the 
parents’ post-trip evaluation 
comments, especially the num-
ber who said the trip was life-
changing. 

“The goal was to bring it 
home and instill it in your kids,” 
Coltin said. “I’m sure those con-
versations will take place.”

300 Salem Street (Vinnin Square)
Swampscott, MA 01907 
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781-593-6111 | 781-631-6111

For more details and photos of these and many other properties, visit saganrealtors.com

MARBLEHEAD...
Open concept contemporary, lovingly maintained.  

FP living room, family room with built-ins.  

Spacious master suite. Beautiful grounds.  

Close to beach, schools & JCC.

$559,000

SWAMPSCOTT...
Classic 4 br, 2.5 ba center hall colonial.  

A stone’s throw from Preston Beach. New kitchen, 

renovated master suite plus new multi-use addition.  

Lovely yard and great neighborhood. 

$849,000

CLOSE  
TO BEACH!

COMMUNITY NEWS  THE JEWISH JOURNAL MA – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – MAY 18, 2017 5

The Jewish Journal MA is a nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and organizations.

Young parents make life-changing trip to Israel

Photo courtesy of the Lappin Foundation
Sara Weisman of Beverly, at center with white hat, took part in the first PJ Library Parents to Israel Trip (PJLP2I).
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Steven A. Rosenberg
Publisher/Editor

JEWISH JOURNAL

Journalists needed for 
The Jewish Journal 

Email Steven A. Rosenberg at
rosenberg@jewishjournal.org

Mazel Tov to Steve Rosenberg 
for a fine first issue and to the 
Jewish Journal for hiring him. 
Steve has the experience for the 
job, and – without a doubt – his 
heart is in the right place. 

I look forward to reading it.
Bette Keva 

Marblehead

(Editor’s note: Bette Keva is 
a former Jewish Journal editor)

From one editor to 
another

The citizens of Turkey, once a 
cradle of Christianity and until 
recently, a democracy, just voted 
that democracy away – install-
ing an Islamic dictator to rule 
a country in which Christians, 
Jews, Kurds, Atheists and non-
Sunni Muslims have long been 
marginalized. Though a dear 
Muslim Turkish friend of mine 
has published warnings for years 
about the growing Islamization 
of his country and the manip-
ulation of those in power, the 
world took too long to heed his 
warnings. Some people are still 
reluctant. Robert Lappin isn’t 
one of them. In March, he wrote 
a piece in the Journal suggesting 
a prudent, critical look at Islam 
and its application in democrat-
ic lands. That’s precisely the idea 
suggested by former Muslim, 
Sarah Haider, in her speech, 
“Islam and the Necessity of 
Liberal Critique.”

Instead of addressing the 
substance of Mr. Lappin’s sug-

gestions and acknowledging 
the tortured lives of apostates, 
homosexuals and free thinkers 
under Islamic regimes, instead 
of recognizing that many people 
escape to find a better home 
in the West, yet are too often 
forced within their new com-
munities to adhere to their old 
ways, Dick Freeman shamefully 
attacked Mr. Lappin in a letter 
to the Journal by taking a shot 
at labeling him, erroneously, as 
a bigot. On the contrary, Mr. 
Lappin is a thoughtful human 
rights proponent and generous 
philanthropist.

This increasingly common 
strategy – cowardly misdirection 
– paired with personal belittling 
in lieu of countering with intel-
lectual debate, aims to bully 
people into self-censorship 
against the fear of such slander, 
inhibiting critical discussion. It’s 
petty and dangerous.

Faith Quintero
Marblehead 

In defense of Lappin’s view of Islam

Having just finished reading 
the newest Jewish Journal, I feel 
compelled to congratulate and 
thank the powers-that-be and 
Steven Rosenberg for produc-
ing a terrific edition. I had really 
given up hope for our Journal, 
and here you’ve made a com-
plete comeback – interesting, 
well-written articles, intelligent 
commentary. 

There is nothing more I can 
say except that I look forward to 

many more issues of equal qual-
ity and interest. Wonderful!! 

Miriam (Mim) Shutzer
Swampscott 

Revamped Journal pleases reader

I would like to extend my 
heartfelt welcome to Steven 
Rosenberg, your new Publisher/
Editor of the Jewish Journal. 

I have followed Steven’s 
career since his youth and have 
always been impressed by his 
intelligence, his integrity, his 
humanity; in essence, his heart. 
I have always believed that a 
Jewish community newspaper, 
whether in print or online, is 

the glue that will unify our com-
munity in both good times and 
bad.

So let us all get behind this 
paper. Send in your news. Send 
in your dollars and READ. 
Steven will make this paper 
worth reading.

Barbara Schneider
Jewish Journal Publisher 

Emeritus

Welcoming Rosenberg to the Journal

If Israelis could have voted in the US election 
last year, Donald Trump would have won the 
popular vote by a large margin. In Jerusalem, 

Trump seemed like the perfect kind of guy who 
should be sitting in the White House. He appeared 
to be the opposite of Obama, who was seen by 
many as a foreign policy neophyte – obsessed 
with freezing Israeli settlements while ignoring 
Palestinian terrorism and its culture of hatred 
toward Israel. Trump told large crowds that he 
understood Islamic fundamentalism, and repeat-
edly voiced his support for Israel. Before the NH 
Republican primary in 2016, he declared that, 
if elected, he would move the US embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. “I am for that 100 percent,” 
he told the Christian Broadcasting Network. And 
a few months later, at an AIPAC gathering in 
Washington, he announced his intention to tear 
up the US nuclear agreement with Iran. “My num-
ber one priority is to dismantle the disastrous deal 
with Iran,” Trump told the conference. 

Just days before Trump is set to visit Saudi 
Arabia and Israel, Israelis are getting a glimpse of 
the new American president, and are learning that 
he may not be their kind of guy after all. The Iran 
deal is still in place, and last week, Trump alleg-
edly disclosed classified Israeli intelligence to the 
Russians that was provided to the US, prompting 
former Mossad head Shabtai Shavit to call for a 
halt in intelligence sharing with Israel’s strongest 
supporter. And, as Trump began to set his Israel 
itinerary, national security adviser H.R. McMaster 
further muddled the administration’s position on 
Jerusalem when he declined to say if the Western 
Wall was part of Israel. 

Trump is expected to begin a new push to 
bring Netanyahu and Abbas back to the bargain-
ing table. The Israeli and Palestinian leaders have 
not objected to Trump’s overture but expectations 

are nil. With Abbas’ Fatah Party performing dis-
mally in this month’s West Bank elections – which 
Hamas chose to boycott – he may have some 
extra initiative to listen to Trump’s offer. And, 
Netanyahu, who has built quiet contacts with 
several Arab countries, also will be curious to hear 
what Trump is offering. 

Still, nearly 24 years after the Rabin-Arafat 
handshake, the two sides are far from a just peace. 
While land swaps were agreed upon by Arafat and 
former Prime Minister Ehud Barak in the 2000 
Camp David summit, Palestinians still insist on an 
armed state, which the Israelis will not allow. While 
Barak offered to share a part of Jerusalem in the 
2000 negotiations, that offer has been off the table 
since Arafat ordered up a second Intifada days 
after those talks failed. One of the major sticking 
points, according to former Likud Cabinet Minister 
Dan Meridor, is the Palestinians’ insistence upon 
implementing its own “Right of Return.” Meridor, 
who was part of the Israeli negotiating team at 
Camp David in 2000, believes that is still a key issue 
that the Palestinians will not compromise on. If 
implemented, the “Right of Return” would allow 
the 500,000 Arabs who were displaced during the 
1948 war to return to their original villages – now 
part of Israel – along with their descendants, which 
now number around 5 million. 

For Trump, a visit to Israel and the West Bank 
will be a welcome relief from the daily chaos he 
faces in Washington. But his freewheeling style, 
which is often accompanied by statements and 
accusations that are not based on facts, could fan 
the flames of an already smoldering, and seeming-
ly intractable conflict. Mr. Trump would be wise 
to cancel his trip, and stay in Washington to take 
care of the turmoil in his house. At this point, the 
Israelis and Palestinians do not need more pomp 
and circumstance. They need a partner with a plan.  

Mr. Trump, please cancel your trip to Israel

Just received my NEW 
Journal... what a relief! The pos-
itivity is palpable. Thank you! 

Adele Goldman  
Lynn

The Journal’s good 
vibes

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome. Letters must be signed 
and include your name, address and telephone number for 

verification purposes. All submissions are subject to editing for 
length, clarity, libel issues and good taste. Email submissions to: 

editor@jewishjournal.org, subject “Letters.”

Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday, marks the reunification of the country’s capital city. 
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By Stephen M. Flatow

White House officials say 
they foiled a plan by the 
Palestinian Authority 

(PA) to have President Donald 
Trump walk near the tomb of 
Yasser Arafat when Trump vis-
its Israel and the disputed ter-
ritories next week. Supposedly, 
the PA wanted to photograph 
Trump with the tomb in the 
background.

I wouldn’t put it past the PA to 
concoct a scheme of this nature. 
Staging photographs, faking 
photographs, lying about photo-
graphs – it’s all old hat for the PA. 
But keeping Arafat’s tomb out 
of the picture will not resolve 
Trump’s Arafat problem.

Earlier this month, Trump 
embraced and praised Arafat’s 
loyal, longtime number two 
man, PA President Mahmoud 
Abbas. Let’s not play “good ter-
rorist/bad terrorist.” Let’s not 

pretend Arafat was the 
bad guy, and all the 
rest of the Palestinian 
leadership is moder-
ate and reasonable. If 
Arafat was a terrorist, 
so is Abbas. The late 
Yitzhak Rabin told me 
so.

Every one of the 
pro-terrorist policies Arafat 
carried out following the Oslo 
Accords was supported and 
facilitated by his number two 
man, Abbas.

When Arafat exposed his true 
colors by trying to smuggle in 50 
tons of weapons on the “Karine 
A” vessel in January 2002, where 
was Abbas? Asleep? When Arafat 
organized mass “Intifada” vio-
lence against Israel, where was 
Abbas? On vacation?

The reason Arafat’s tomb is 
situated right smack in the mid-
dle of Abbas’s presidential com-
pound in Ramallah is because 

Abbas worships his 
former leader and 
mentor.

And to this day, 
Abbas faithfully car-
ries out Arafat’s poli-
cies.

Just like Arafat, 
Abbas shelters ter-
rorists – he refuses to 

honor Israel’s 36 requests for the 
extradition of terrorists, even 
though the Oslo agreement calls 
for the PA to hand them over.

Just like Arafat, Abbas allows 
terrorist groups such as Hamas, 
the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Front (PLF) to operate freely 
within the territory he controls.

Just like Arafat, Abbas per-
mits groups that are on the US 
list of terrorist organizations, 
such as the PFLP and the PLF, 
to remain part of the PLO, which 
Abbas chairs.

Just like Arafat, Abbas per-
mits his own Fatah movement 
to engage in wild anti-Jewish 
incitement every day in its pub-
lications and social media.

Just like Arafat, Abbas calls 
mass-murderers “heroes” and 
“martyrs,” and names streets in 
their honor.

As the White House embrace 
demonstrated, President Trump 
has not yet come to grips with 
the reality that Abbas is no dif-
ferent from Arafat. And Trump’s 
policies are beginning to dem-
onstrate the embrace was not 
just symbolic. According to 
news reports, the administra-
tion is increasing US aid to the 
Arafat-created PA, even as its 
reduces foreign aid around the 
world.

Trump has spoken vaguely 
about the need for the PA to 
stop inciting terrorism, a prac-
tice started under Arafat and 
continued under Abbas. But the 

Trump administration has not 
taken any concrete steps to force 
Abbas to stop it.

Nor has the Trump admin-
istration demanded that the 
PA surrender any of the terror-
ists involved in the murders of 
145 Americans since 1968. The 
administration did indict one 
Palestinian terrorist who resides 
in Jordan – but so far, US offi-
cials are meekly acquiescing in 
Jordan’s refusal to hand over the 
killer for prosecution.

So yes, Trump has an Arafat 
problem – and the solution 
is going to require a lot more 
than eluding a sneaky photo in 
Ramallah.

Stephen M. Flatow, a vice 
president of the Religious 
Zionists of America, writes for 
jns.org. He is the father of Alisa 
Flatow, who was murdered in an 
Iranian-sponsored Palestinian 
terrorist attack in 1995.

By Jonathan S. Tobin

When President 
Donald Trump 
heads to the Middle 

East next week, the world 
will be watching closely to 
see if he makes any of his 
trademark gaffes that set off 
a cultural land mine in Saudi 
Arabia or Israel. But the more 
important question is whether he will 
use the trip to actually make policy.

The expectation is that at some point 
during his visit, Trump will announce 
the convening of a new Middle East 
summit. Trump appears to believe in 
the “outside-in” approach to peace talks, 
in which Arab states like Saudi Arabia 
would play a role in trying to encourage 
and even muscle the Palestinians into 
negotiating in good faith with Israel at 
a peace conference. But whether or not 
that dubious plan is put into action, 
Trump’s presence in Jerusalem is also 
being scrutinized for any hint that the 
US is prepared to acknowledge that his 
stay at the King David Hotel will be time 
spent in Israel’s capital.

Though Trump repeatedly pledged 
during the 2016 campaign he would 
move the US embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem, it hasn’t happened yet. It’s 
still possible he could do it, perhaps even 
when he’s there only a day before Israel 
celebrates Jerusalem Day – which this 
year marks the 50th anniversary of the 
city’s reunification during the Six-Day 
War. But few in the know think this is 
going to happen.

In recent weeks, Trump has been lis-
tening to his more mainstream advisers 
such as Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
and Secretary of Defense James Mattis. 
This has led him to take a more realis-
tic attitude toward NATO, Russia and 
the conflict in Syria. It’s also likely to 
mean he will heed their warnings that an 
embassy move would set off riots in the 
Muslim world rivaling those occurring in 
reaction to a Danish newspaper publish-
ing cartoons of the Prophet Mohammed. 
That’s a price that not even Trump may 
be willing to pay to keep a promise.

If so, then those pro-Israel activists 
who pushed hard to pin down Trump 
on the embassy issue last year will prob-
ably write it off as just a noble effort that 
failed. But by putting the question of 
Jerusalem’s status back on the nation-
al agenda and then failing, they will 
have made a mistake that could set back 
Israel’s cause and boost efforts to re-

partition the capital.
The effort to move the 

embassy was once a main-
stream Jewish obsession 
and resulted in numerous 
Democratic and Republican 
party platform pledges about 
recognizing the reality of a 
united Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital. But after the promise 
was repeatedly broken, the 

pro-Israel community got the hint and 
stopped asking. 

Nor was it something the Israeli gov-
ernment was demanding. Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu would be delighted 
if Trump were to do as he promised, but 
the location of the US embassy ranks 
low on the list of the Israeli leader’s pri-
orities. Netanyahu is far more interested 
in getting Trump to put pressure on the 
Palestinian Authority to stop inciting and 
paying for terrorism, and to understand 
that its leader, Mahmoud Abbas, has 
neither the will nor the ability ever to 
make peace. Keeping Trump focused on 
the Iranian threat is also more important 
to Netanyahu than where the US ambas-
sador spends his workday.

But, like it or not, raising the stakes on 
the embassy could make Trump’s unre-
markable decision to emulate his prede-
cessors look like a defeat for Israel.

This will be more than just bad public 
relations for Israel. The world’s refus-
al to accept that the parts of the city 
that were inside the 1967 lines make up 
Israel’s capital is more than an annoy-
ance. It lends undeserved credence to 
the Palestinian propaganda campaign 
to deny the city’s Jewish heritage. It’s 
also an essential element of a dogma 
impelling the Palestinians to refuse to 
recognize the legitimacy of a Jewish state 
no matter where its borders are drawn. 
That’s why Israel’s friends are correct to 
want the US to make a statement that 
the days of ignoring Palestinian intransi-
gence and hatred are over.

But sometimes tactics are as impor-
tant as strategy. Right now, what friends 
of Israel need the most is for Trump to 
understand the truth about Abbas and 
his Hamas rivals’ refusal to make peace. 
Yet by raising expectations about the 
embassy that are bound to be disap-
pointed, they may hand Israel’s foes an 
unearned and tragically important vic-
tory.

Jonathan S. Tobin is opinion editor 
of JNS.org and a contributing writer for 
National Review.  

Trump’s Arafat problem

The foolish embassy 
expectations game

By Dr. Ronni Shaked

JERUSALEM – Like other 
US presidents, Donald 
Trump will put his hands on 
the Western Wall; he will pray, 
and then slip a note between 
the cracks. Whether or not he 
visits Yad Vashem, he will say 
“never again.” In Jerusalem, 
he will promise to be Israel’s 
best friend and to build peace 
between Israelis and Palestinians. 

And then, oddly, he may attempt 
to ascend Masada, where he wants to 
address the Israelis. We can guess that he 
will present his vision of two states and 
declare that it’s time to solve the con-
flict. We can imagine that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will nod 
his head, but deep in his heart, like most 
of his cabinet ministers, he will prefer 
to follow the zealots of Masada to death 
rather than give away even an inch of the 
Land of Israel.  

Nearly 24 years after the Rabin-Arafat 
handshake on the White House lawn, 
and years of negotiations by Bill Clinton, 
George W. Bush, and Barack Obama to 
close a peace deal, we are now presented 
with Trump, the improbable president 
and peacemaker, who will arrive in Israel 
on May 22.

The reality show star insists that only 
he can solve what is now considered by 
most an intractable conflict. And so, here 
in Jerusalem, we ask: Has he prepared an 
unpleasant surprise for Netanyahu? And 
if so, what will that diplomatic bombshell 
be?  

After his meeting earlier this month 
at the White House with Palestinian 
National Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas, Trump declared, “We will work 
hard [to achieve agreement] and we will 
do it.” Yes, Trump believes he can achieve 
the impossible and complete a deal that 
no one else thinks is possible.

After his unusually warm meeting with 
Trump, Abbas said that he hoped their 
conversation signaled a new beginning.  
He’s been telling the press that he’s ready 
to participate in a peace summit with 
Trump and Netanyahu. He’s even soft-
ened his demands and now speaks about 
a two-state solution, a land swap to solve 
some problems of the settlements, and a 
shared Jerusalem as a capital for the two 
states. He even went as far as promising 
to fight terrorism, and including a peace 
curriculum for Palestinian children.   

Inexplicably, Abbas believes that 
there is an historic opportunity to reach 

a peace agreement under 
Trump’s leadership. Could it 
be because his political party, 
Fatah, is in danger of los-
ing control of power? While 
rival Hamas stayed out of last 
week’s municipal elections, 
Fatah had a dismal showing 
and won just seven out of 15 
seats in Hebron, its largest 
West Bank city. 

Not surprisingly, 
Netanyahu and his government are 
anxious and concerned that Trump will 
focus his visit on the peace process and 
even lay a new initiative on the table. 
They are worried that Trump will ask to 
freeze building new settlements in the 
West Bank.   

Netanyahu will work to derail any fast 
track peace plans. He will repeatedly 
explain just how dangerous an armed 
Palestinian state would be, and how it 
could usher in an era where an army 
of Islamic fundamentalists could take 
up residence in Jerusalem. He will warn 
Trump that Iran, flush with billions to 
fund its own Holy War, will use its cash 
to create a proxy Palestinian state, much 
like Hamas, or Hezbollah. 

Trump will find that it will not be so 
easy to close a deal. While a majority of 
Israelis and Palestinians are in favor of a 
two-state solution, and land swaps were 
previously agreed to in 2000 in the failed 
Camp David negotiations, there will be 
no quick solution to core issues that have 
been discussed for a quarter of a century. 

At the top of the list is the Palestinian 
“Right of Return” demand for the half-
million who were displaced during the 
1948 war, and their descendants, which 
now total as many as 5 million people. 
That’s not going away with a wave of 
Trump’s hand. Neither are the 450,000 
Jews who live in the West Bank. 

At the moment, it is an unlikely peace. 
But as an Israeli soldier, journalist, and 
academic, I know that we need peace in 
order to live in a democratic, Jewish, and 
Zionist state.

I have no illusions. The road to peace 
is filled with obstacles and mines. But the 
time has come to end the conflict. Let’s 
give Trump a chance.

Dr. Ronni Shaked is the senior cor-
respondent and commentator on 
Palestinian Affairs for the Hebrew daily 
Yedioth Ahronoth. He is also the Middle 
East unit coordinator at the Harry 
S. Truman Research Institute for the 
Advancement of Peace in Jerusalem.

Can Trump close a deal for 
Israeli-Palestinian peace?
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in 1991. After the German invasion, he 
was put to work for the Nazi-appointed 
Department of Statistics for the Jewish 
Council in the Lodz Ghetto. Ross’s offi-
cial duties required him to take identifi-
cation photographs of ghetto residents 
as well as propaganda photographs of 
the factories that produced goods for 
the Nazi war effort. 

At great risk to his life and his family, 
Ross ventured beyond his official duties, 
often accompanied by his wife, Stefania, 
and clandestinely took thousands of 
photographs depicting the full range 
of daily life in the ghetto, where some 
230,000 Jews were confined. 

Some of the photographs are devas-
tating scenes of hunger, death, squa-
lor, and deportation lines. Others show 
children learning to knit or playing in 
a garden. 

The ghetto was liquidated in the 
summer of 1944, with 74,000 Jews sent 
to the gas chambers at Auschwitz. Ross 
was one of less than 900 who were left 
behind. In one more courageous act 
of defiance that fall, he buried some 
6,000 photographs and negatives in a 
canister, hoping to preserve the images 
for history. Remarkably, following the 
liberation of Poland by the Russians in 
the spring of 1945, Ross returned to 12 
Jagielonska St. and unearthed the pho-
tos he had buried. 

About half of the negatives, photo-
graphs, and other documents survived. 

“I buried my negatives in the ground 
in order that there should be some 
record of our tragedy ... I was antici-
pating the total destruction of Polish 
Jewry,” he wrote four decades later from 
his home in Jaffa, where he and his wife 
resettled in 1956. “I wanted to leave a 
historical record of our martyrdom.” 

The exhibit, organized by cura-

tor Kristen Gresh, includes more than 
300 photographs and other objects, 
including footage from the 1961 trial of 
Nazi war criminal Adolf Eichmann in 
Jerusalem. Ross testified and his pho-
tographs were submitted as evidence. 
Eichmann was found guilty and execut-
ed in 1962.

The centerpiece of the exhibit is an 
intricate, handmade portfolio Ross cre-
ated late in life using his contact sheets 
of photographs from the ghetto. 

“While there are other collections of 
photographs from ghettos, Ross’s work 
stands out because he was a Jewish pho-
tographer who was also willing to record 
all aspects of ghetto life, including the 
portrayal of the ghetto elite,” according 
to Antony Polonsky, Brandeis University 
professor emeritus of Holocaust Studies 
and chief historian of The Museum of 
Polish Jews in Warsaw. 

“This isn’t just an exhibition about the 
Jewish experience, which it deeply is,” 

said MFA director Matthew Teitelbaum. 
“It’s about human relations, about cul-
tural conflict. It’s about negotiation 
between people.” 

Among the striking photographs is a 
somber, foreboding scene of a group of 
children in the wooden cart of a horse-
drawn wagon on a stone-paved road. 
One small boy at the back of the cart 
gazes out in the direction of the photog-
rapher. It was taken in 1942, at around 
the start of deportations of children and 
the elderly to concentration camps at 
Chelmno and later Auschwitz.

Gresh anticipated the public’s 
response to the exhibit.

“It’s an important time to pause and 
reflect not only on this history, but how 
it is related to our contemporary lives 
and what photography can do to help 
us think through these issues,” she said.

For more information about the 
exhibit, visit mfa.org.

uniqueness of each one of us,” he said.
Temple Sinai Rabbi David Cohen-

Henriquez agreed. “To be able to reach and 
kiss the mezuzah, to be able to drink water 
or go to the restroom, to have access to the 
bimah and the Torah, to be able to read and 
hear the services are things we might take 
for granted,” he said. 

Both synagogues have formed inclu-
sion committees with ambitious goals for 
the coming year. Amanda Clayman and 
Michele Tamaren co-chair Shirat Hayam’s 
14-member “Shir Lanu: One Song – Every 
Voice” committee. Deborah Shelkan Remis 
chairs Temple Sinai’s nine-member com-
mittee. 

Remis noted the network already oper-
ates for congregants who need rides or 
meals, have hearing assisted devices, or 
need large print prayer books. “This is just 
the beginning,” she said.

At Shirat Hayam, Hebrew School director 
Janice Knight leads Torah study focused on 
inclusion as a Jewish value and has invited 
trainers to work with staff and teens through 
“Gateways: Access to Jewish Education.” 
The synagogue’s greeters also have received 
training on the use of inclusive language. 

Shapiro remembers about five years ago 
when someone from Shirat Hayam who 
had an adult son with disabilities was trying 
desperately to make changes at the syna-
gogue. “I think it took this project and other 
families coming forward to make the work 
really impactful in the synagogue top down 
and bottom up,” she said.

That “someone” is Marcy Yellin, whose 
son Jacob, now 32, is a regular at the syna-
gogue’s events and services. “I’m thrilled 
for Shirat Hayam to be included in the 
Ruderman Foundation grant,” Yellin said. 
“It’s wonderful to see that people are tak-
ing disabilities seriously and mobilizing 
together to support our most vulnerable, 
especially in the Jewish world.” 

Inclusion grants
from page 1

MFA exhibit
from page 1

Photo by Henryk Ross/courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
The ruins of the synagogue on Wolborska Street, destroyed by the Germans. 
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Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
THE EXCLUSIVE SUPPLEMENT FOR BAR/BAT MITZVAH PARTIES

Photos by Richard Messenger Photography of Marblehead

Josh Comito, center, celebrated his bar mitzvah with his family at Congregation Shirat Hayam in Swampscott, in March.



By Joshua Comito

When people ask me how it 
felt to become a bar mitzvah, I 
had to think about it for a few 
minutes. I felt so many differ-
ent things: I was nervous, excit-
ed, anxious, happy, proud, and 
looking forward to partying with 
my friends. 

I wasn’t too worried about 
learning all of my Hebrew 
since I’d attended Cohen Hillel 
Academy from kindergarten 
through Grade 5. However, I 
was nervous about singing the 
blessings in front of everyone, 
especially all my friends and 
non-Jewish family. The good 
news was since they didn’t 
understand what I was saying, 

they wouldn’t really know if I 
messed up.

I have grown up in an inter-
faith family and have been 
very lucky that my dad, Bob 
Comito, who is not Jewish, has 
always been very involved and 
supportive of me being Jewish. 
We build a sukkah in our back-
yard (thanks to the Lappin 
Foundation), grow horserad-
ish and parsley in our garden 
for the Passover Seder plate, 
and light Hanukkah candles all 
together. He even knows most 
of the Jewish blessings, too. I 
am hoping to go on the North 
Shore Teen Initiative Habitat for 
Humanity service trip with him 
in a few years!

For many of my friends and 
family, my bar mitzvah was the 
first one they had ever attend-
ed, which meant lots of people 
had lots of questions. My mom, 
Stacey Comito, designed a real-
ly cool program that gave an 
explanation of terms and tradi-
tions. I know about the impor-
tance of the Hebrew phrase 
L’dor v’dor – from generation to 
generation – so I wanted to be 

sure I included lots of meaning-
ful traditions at my bar mitzvah. 

My cousin, Sophie, purchased 
my tallit when she was in Israel; 
my uncle and cousin carried the 
Torah; my non-Jewish aunt and 
cousins did readings and came 
up to the bimah as part of an 
aliyah; and I even asked several 
of my North Suburban Jewish 
Community Center (Peabody) 
preschool friends to open and 
close the ark.

As one of my mitzvah proj-
ects, I donated basketballs to 
several local organizations, 
including Camp Rotary in 
Boxford, the Centerboard resi-
dential program in Lynn, and 
the Boys & Girls Club of Lynn.

All in all, it was everything I 
expected and more! I think my 
cousin Seth summed it up best 
when he said, “How awesome is 
it when the day after St. Patrick’s 
Day, we are attending the Bar 
Mitzvah of a red-headed Jewish 
kid that attends St. John’s Prep.”

Joshua Comito lives in 
Peabody and attends St. John’s 
Prep in Danvers. 
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Interfaith family celebrates son’s bar mitzvah

Photo by Richard Messenger Photography, Marblehead
Joshua Comito, on the bimah, at his bar mitzvah.

does not limit cooperation with 
federal officials or risk federal 
funding ... but is does codify our 
existing policies related to deliv-
ering city services.

“We do not make access to 
city services dependent upon 
immigration status. We want all 
people who live in Salem to feel 
safe calling the police or going 
to the public library.” 

Jeremy Burton, head of the 
Jewish Community Relations 
Council of Greater Boston, out-
lined the efforts of his organiza-
tion regarding sanctuary cities. 
He cited the JCRC’s advocacy 
of the Safe Communities Act, 
which would, in effect, make 
Massachusetts a sanctuary state. 

He said the notion of a sanc-

tuary city “speaks to a larger 
and more important concept,” 
adding, “we remain a nation 
of immigrants.” According to 
Burton, the number of Jews and 
Jewish organizations involved 
with this movement reflect 
“something deep in our tradi-
tion ... embedded in the Jewish 
experience.”  

Four states (California, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, and 
Vermont), 364 counties, and 39 
cities have adopted pro-immi-
grant policies. These state and 
local jurisdictions have policies, 
laws, executive orders, or regula-
tions allowing local law enforce-
ment to avoid cooperating with 
federal immigration authorities. 

There are currently five sanc-
tuary cities in Massachusetts: 
Boston, Cambridge, Lawrence, 
Newton, and Somerville. 

Sanctuary
from page 4
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By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

For her 65th birthday, Shelley 
Sackett had a bat mitzvah.

On Saturday, April 29, the 
longtime Swampscott resi-
dent was called to the bimah 
during the Shabbat service at 
Congregation Shirat Hayam of 
the North Shore. She read flaw-
lessly from the Torah, and recit-
ed the corresponding haftarah. 
In her dvar Torah  – a talk on 
the readings about the unsa-
vory subject matter of medical 
impurities  – Sackett displayed 
her deft skills at literary analysis 
and drew on her strong sense 
of faith to discover the deep-
er meaning of connection and 
community. 

Speaking before the con-
gregation, friends, and fam-
ily, Sackett recalled her first bat 
mitzvah in 1965, when she and 
her 13-year-old female religious 
school classmates sat on the 
bimah of Temple Emanu-El in 
Providence during a Friday eve-
ning service. To mark the occa-
sion, they lit Shabbat candles 
and recited poetry, in English. 
In contrast, boys becoming bar 
mitzvah read from the Torah 
during Shabbat morning servic-
es and recited the weekly haf-
tarah in Hebrew. 

Over the last 25 years, there’s 
been a growing trend of adult 
bat mitzvah ceremonies, said 
Judith Rosenbaum, executive 
director of the Jewish Women’s 
Archive in Boston. 

“In some cases, it’s the fulfill-
ment of what they [women] felt 
excluded from as a young per-
son, and in some cases, it is the 
fulfillment of their own spiritual 
or educational journey as an 
adult,” Rosenbaum said. 

For Sackett, the idea for a 
bat mitzvah to mark what she 
humorously refers to as her 
“Medicare” birthday took root 
last fall, when she read from 
the Torah during services on 
Yom Kippur. It was a spiritu-
ally meaningful recognition of 
her connection with Judaism 
and the Jewish community, she 
said. 

Over the course of her adult 
life, Sackett, an attorney, former 
Swampscott School Committee 
member, and one-time editor of 
the Jewish Journal, has become 
progressively more steeped in 
Jewish study. Sackett, who also 
lived in Wyoming and Colorado, 
is devoted to meditation and is a 
certified yoga instructor.

In 1987, the birth of her old-
est son, Alex, sparked a desire to 
deepen her Jewish knowledge.

“It was at his bris that I first 
felt the power of a Jewish con-
nection that transcended past, 
present, and future,” she said 
in her dvar Torah. “It hit me like 
a ton of bricks that this child 
didn’t belong just to me, that 
there really was a ‘tribe’ and he 
belonged equally to it.”  

She began studying to learn 
to read from the Torah and 
years later, at Shirat Hayam, she 
studied with then-Cantor Emil 
Berkovits, and began reading 
small sections of the Torah for 
the Rosh Chodesh service, wel-
coming the new Jewish month. 

But a bat mitzvah was a big 
undertaking. She continued her 
studies at her own pace and 
with Shirat Hayam’s Cantor 
Elana Rozenfeld. On her first 
trip to Israel last year, Sackett 
donned headphones during bus 
rides and practiced her Torah 
portion with recordings on her 
iPod.

“Part of the joy of preparation 
was the sound of [Rozenfeld’s] 
voice in my head for all those 
months,” Sackett said.

It takes a good deal of deter-
mination and courage for 
Sackett and other adults to lead 
services, read from the Torah, 
and deliver a talk, said Rabbi 
Michael Ragozin, who worked 
with Sackett on her d’var Torah. 
He also worked with Renee 
Sidman, a congregant and 
young mother who also cele-
brated an adult bat mitzvah.  

“It’s a beautiful thing,” he 
observed, “and was very mean-
ingful for both [women]. The 
community also enjoyed the 
celebrations.”  

Five years ago, a dozen 
women ranging in age from 40 

to 80 celebrated a group bat 
mitzvah. Among them was 
Diane Levin, who at the time 
was a member of Shirat Hayam’s 
board of directors. Today, she 
is the congregation’s executive 
director. The experience deep-
ened her desire to serve her 
Jewish community.

Levin credited Berkovits as 
an inspiring teacher. “Those 
Hebrew words became so 
meaningful,” she said. “It trans-
formed us from observers to 
active participants in Judaism.”  
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Photo by David Sokol/davidsokolphotography.com
Shelley Sackett, of Swampscott, read from the Torah at her bat mitzvah at Congregation Shirat Hayam. 

Over 50 years later, Swampscott’s 
Sackett celebrates a proper bat mitzvah



In deciding to make an 
unprecedented $1 million gift 
to Northeast Arc, Steven P. 
Rosenthal wanted to ensure it 
would have maximum impact.

“I wanted to do something 
different, innovative, even dis-
ruptive, in a positive sense,” he 
said. “The idea was to find a way 
to literally change lives one at a 
time.”

The result is the establish-
ment of the Changing Lives 
Fund, which will provide a new 

vehicle for Northeast Arc to 
expand services in creative and 
innovative ways that traditional 
funding has not allowed. 

Rosenthal, a Marblehead res-
ident, is founder and chairman 
of West Shore LLC, a Boston-
based real estate private equity 
company. He said he wants his 
gift to enable Northeast Arc to 
break new ground in the work it 
does providing lifelong support 
for people with disabilities.

“This is a real game-chang-
er for us,” said Jo Ann Simons, 
CEO of Northeast Arc. “Not only 
is Steve’s gift significant in the 
level of his generosity, it will 
allow us to greatly expand our 
reach in supporting individuals 
and test other new ideas and 
innovations.”

Rosenthal said he is confident 
in Northeast Arc’s ability to effec-
tively use the gift as intended.

“They can figure out what 
will be innovative, what will 
be impactful, what will be dif-
ferent,” he said. “Jo Ann is an 
innovative, aggressive thinker. 
Northeast Arc is on the front line 
of helping people on the most 
basic level, in their day-to-day 
individual lives.”

The Changing Lives Fund 
can be used to develop a service 
model that is not currently fund-
ed by a state or federal agency; 

provide seed money to start a 
new initiative that will become 
self-sustaining; and develop ini-
tiatives that simultaneously sup-
port the Northeast Arc’s mission 
and the needs of the community. 

The fund also allows Northeast 
Arc to provide financial support 
to new ideas of other individuals 
and organizations that support 
people with disabilities and are 
consistent with Arc’s mission.

Rosenthal earned his bach-
elor’s degree at Harvard and a 
law degree at Boston University. 
He practiced corporate law for 
25 years and served as co-man-
aging director at Mintz Levin 
Cohn Ferris Glovsky and Popeo. 
Prior to forming West Shore, 
he served as president and 
CEO at Northland Investment 
Corporation. 

Rosenthal’s philanthropic 
work includes currently serving 
as a trustee of the Ruderman 
Family Foundation, which advo-
cates for the inclusion of peo-
ple with disabilities throughout 
society. He also serves on the 
board of trustees at the Loomis 
Chaffee School in Connecticut. 
He has previously served on 
the board of the Massachusetts 
Convention Center Authority, 
American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee and several roles at 
Harvard College.
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By Katie Tassinari 

The Torah portion for my bat mitzvah was 
Vayakhel, Exodus Chapter 35. There are many 
instructions given by God, delivered by Moses. 
They include intricate details that require artistic 
ability and creativity. 

In Chapter 35, verse 10, Moses says to the 
Israelites, “And let every wise-hearted man among 
you come and make whatever has been ordered by 
the Lord.” How did the Israelites who were slaves 
in Egypt become artistic and creative enough 
to follow God’s instructions in making the first 
Mishkan, or Tabernacle? How were they able to 
create something so magnificent?

As I read this portion, I can’t help but connect 
it to my own life. I go to art class twice a week, and 
take a Jewish art elective in school. Through art, 
I have made very close friends and can express 
myself creatively. I transfer my thoughts onto 
a canvas, just as the artisans transferred God’s 
thoughts into the making of the tabernacle. 

Creativity has become a really important value 
to me. This Torah portion validates how I feel 
because we learn that with a little inspiration and 
appreciation for the talents that God has given us, 
we can all become artisans. Creativity is as impor-
tant today as it was in the time of Moses. 

My bat mitzvah portion reminds me of a saying 
by Dr. Seuss: “Oh the things you can think up if 
only you try!” We all have the ability to create if we 
are motivated. As the Jews were motivated to build 
the Mishkan, we too can find motivation to build 
our own Mishkan.

Katie Tassinari is an eighth-grader at Cohen 
Hillel Academy in Marblehead.

Her bat mitzvah Torah portion 
provides creative inspiration 

Marblehead’s Steve Rosenthal 
donates $1 million to Northeast Arc

Rosenthal with Jo Ann Simons, Northeast Arc CEO.



MARBLEHEAD – Carole 
and Dr. Jack Skowronski were 
recently honored with the 
Edith Bloch Award, presented 
since 1987, which recognizes 
members of the community 
for their commitment to learn-
ing and the pursuit of knowl-
edge. Award-winning author 
and Northampton art gal-
lery owner Richard Michelson 
addressed a large gathering at 
the 29th Friends of the Hillel 
Library brunch on May 7. He 
spoke about his journey back 
to Judaism and the fascinating 
story of how the ancient lan-
guage of Hebrew became the 
national and modern language 

of Israel.
Carole Skowronski was rec-

ognized by former student, 
Ben Altfeld, for “always look-
ing out for others and causing 
us to think beyond the four 
walls of our classroom.” Tamar 
Skowronski, on behalf of her 
brothers Uri and Rafi, present-
ed her parents with the Edith 
Bloch Award for their incredible 
legacy of service to Cohen Hillel 
Academy and to so many in our 
community. 

Remarked Head of School 
Amy Gold, “We are ensuring 
that our library collection con-
tinues to expand with the most 
current and engaging resources. 

Our students learn about digi-
tal citizenship and make movie 
trailers about subjects they are 
studying. We are so grateful for 
Carole and Jack’s 35-plus years 
wearing many different hats as 
members of our Cohen Hillel 
community – proud parents of 
three alumnae, board member, 
faculty, guest teacher/ musician 
and perhaps the role they love 
most – grandparents.”
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By Julian Stux 

My bar mitzvah Torah 
portion, Ki Teitzei from 
Deuteronomy Chapter 21, 
speaks of laws that were created 
by our people centuries ago and 
reflect who they were. 

They didn’t like how they 
were treated as slaves in Egypt, 
so they made sure Jewish laws 
treat all people with dignity. 
This translates into how to act 
in the presence of the stranger, 
the widow and the orphan. 

The law instructs decency 
and compassion toward the 
less fortunate. In ancient Israel, 
there were many poor people 
who did not own a farm, so 
there were laws set in place to 
help them. 

For example, one law deals 
with loans. The lender may not 
enter the home of the borrower 
because it may cause embar-
rassment or loss of dignity. 

If after a harvest, there is 
produce remaining in the field, 
whoever needs it may take it, 
another law says. This shows 
caring since many people were 
too poor to take care of them-
selves. If there were similar laws 
in place today, America would 
be a lot more compassionate.

My Torah portion was very 
personal because I had some-
one in my life who embodies 
these ideals. Dr. Lester Jenkins 
lived alone across the street 
from us. We started inviting him 
over for dinner and inviting him 
out with us. We grew very close. 
He always loved when we called 
to have him over. 

We discovered he had trav-
eled all over the world, and had 
delivered over 10,000 babies in 
his medical career. He was a 
great guy and enjoyed our com-
pany very much, and we knew 

that when Lester joined us, 
there was always dessert. 

One day, Lester fell and had 
to be moved to the Bertram 
House in Swampscott. His life 
became dull and boring and he 
was very uncomfortable.

For my bar mitzvah project, 
I decided to do what I could do 
to help Lester not feel so alone 
by visiting him as much as I 
could. At first I was nervous to 
be there: What would we talk 
about, and how would we pass 
the time? 

I slowly realized that he was 
the same person, and keep-
ing him company was easy. We 
watched Red Sox games and 
talked about what was happen-

ing in our lives.
On August 11, Lester passed 

away. My family and I know that 
while he was alive, and while we 
knew him, we followed these 
laws of the Torah without even 
knowing it. 

What my Torah portion 
means to me is that we must 
have compassion and respect 
toward all people, and view situ-
ations from all sides, regardless 
of what people look like, where 
they come from, or what their 
background is. As Jews, these 
are our responsibilities in life. 

Julian Stux is an eighth-
grader at Cohen Hillel Academy 
in Marblehead.

Julian Stux at his bar mitzvah

Carole and Jack Skowronski feted at Cohen Hillel 
Academy Friends of the Hillel Library Brunch

Photo by Stuart Garfield 
Tamar Skowronski, Amy Gold, Jack and Carole Skowronski at the 
Hillel brunch. 
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When laws of compassion come alive



By Deborah Fineblum
JNS.org

When the time came to plan 
her son’s bar mitzvah nine years 
ago, Stacie Bartfeld freely admits 

she knew it was coming up.
“But I work and didn’t have 

the time to start from scratch,” 
she says. “And when it comes to 
putting together a bar mitzvah, I 
didn’t have a clue.”

So when she heard about 
bar/bat mitzvah planning pros 
who can take the sting out of 
what can be a stressful experi-
ence, the San Diego mom was 
sold. But alas, her husband, 
Neil, was resistant to the idea – 
so much so that, the first time 
she spoke with event planner 
Sherrill Kinsler Gilford, it was 
from the privacy of her walk-in 
closet, where she was certain 
not to be overheard.

Bartfeld says the benefits of 
consulting with Gilford were 
impressive, including helping 
with such basics as the food, 
décor, prizes and music, for 
their roughly 200 guests. “And I 
knew that, no matter what came 
up in advance or even on the 
day of, she would intercept it,” 
she says.

As bar/bat mitzvah festivi-
ties around the country trend 
towards more elaborate and 
complicated undertakings, the 
event planner recalls her own 
brother’s relatively straightfor-
ward rite of passage celebration. 

“After the service, there was 
some food and a little dancing 
and then everyone went home,” 
says Gilford, who runs RSVP 
Events of San Diego with Rachel 
Wood. “Now there are so many 
moving parts that having us on-
board means they can actually 
enjoy their own simcha (joyous 
occasion).”

The Jewish Journal MA is a nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and organizations.

14 THE JEWISH JOURNAL MA – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – MAY 18, 2017 BAR/BAT MITZVAHS

BEVERAGE CATERING SERVICE 
for BAR/BAT MITZVAH PARTIES

Efficient, affordable service
for your event that includes 

• Beer

• Wine

• Spirits

Leave all your liquor planning to 
us, so you can enjoy your event.

CALL US FOR PRICING & RATES

1593 Osgood Street 
North Andover, MA 01845 
978.655.8699

www.thecorkstop.com

Save
$10

on a purchase  
of $49 or more

Code: jejo0831
exp: 08/31/17

To order, please call or visit:

Commodore Plaza,  
45 Enon Street, Beverly
978-927-3120

919 Lynnfield Street, Lynn
781-593-1888

7A Bourbon Street, Peabody
978-536-7010

08/31/17.

   

www.israelbookshop.com

info@israelbookshop.com

Israel Book Shop
Your One Stop Shop  

for All Your  
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Needs

Talleisim • Kippot • Embroidered Tallis Bags 
Tefillin • Large Selection of Jewish Party Music
Sterling Silver Kiddush Cups & Candlesticks

we ship nationwide

410 HARVARD STREET, BROOKLINE, MA
 617-566-7113  •  1-800-323-7723

Sun-Wed 9am-6pm  •  Thurs 9am-8pm  •  Fri 9am-2pm

Casual Daytime Wear
to Black Tie Party Wear

COME SEE… WHAT’S NEW!

SPRING Forward to…
your New Look!

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA ~ 781-289-3672
By Appointment | Entrance at Rear of House | Major Credit Cards

* Prior purchases & special orders excluded. Selected merchandise.

UP 
TO

*SALE         50%
 OFF* Extraordinary, Contemporary  

Clothing for Today’s Woman

Selma’sSelma’s

Schedule Your 
Appointment Today 

To Update your… 
Wardrobe Wisdom!!

pamela joye 
p   h   o   t   o   g   r   a   p   h   y 

b a r / b a t  m i t z v a h  p h o t o j o u r n a l i s m 
w w w . p a m e l a j o y e . c o m  |  i n f o @ p a m e l a j o y e . c o m

By Rabbi Nechemia Schusterman

On a recent shopping trip to 
the Butch erie, the following 
exchange took place between 

me and one of my children. 
Can I have that pack of gum?
No.
Please?
No.
Pretty, pretty please.
No.
C’mon, you never let me get anything.
Sorry, but the answer is still no.
Please, please, please... I’ll behave, I’ll do good 

in school, I’ll help out at home, I’ll do anything 
you ask!

Fine (me exasperated), but just this time and 
just one piece.

Thank you, you are the best!
He won, I lost. Most importantly, it’s not per-

sonal. He knows it and I know it. He loves me and 
I love him, regardless of how this particular story 
played out. This little exchange reminds me of 
what we are reading in the Torah. 

***
In the Torah portions of these weeks, we con-

clude the book of Leviticus, and begin the book of 
Numbers. Behar speaks about the Sabbatical and 
Jubilee years, and laws regulating commerce and 
the redemption of slaves. Bechukotai contains 
descriptions of the rewards for observing G-d’s 
commandments and the punishments for disre-
garding them. It also discusses different types of 
gifts and tithes given to the Temple.

Finally, Bamidbar, Numbers, deals with the 
Israelites being counted, by G-d, and lists instruc-
tions to the Israelites on how to camp in the des-
ert, surrounding the Tabernacle.

Here we have three sections with seemingly no 
thread that unites them: When to let the land rest, 
reward and punishments, tithes, censuses, etc. 
What unites these concepts?

***
The laws of Shmitta and Yovel say let the land 

rest every seven years and again every 50th year.  
During the years that you can produce, you must 
produce. Even in the “off years” you are not sup-
posed to just sit and read a book, but use that 
break from the regular routine to hone your spiri-
tual skills, and pray and study as you may not 
otherwise be able to, since Hashem says, “I will 
cover the bank, you just use this time to be closer 
to me.”

The laws of reward and punishment, 
similarly, are communicating the results 
of effort verses non-effort. In fact, I 
don’t like the usage of the words, reward 
and punishment. You can exchange it 
for closed the deal, or need to ask again 
until you close the deal.

Finally, there’s the census of the Jewish 
people. Rashi famously explained that 
G-d doesn’t need to count the Jews to 
know their number, since he is G-d. He 

knows their number without counting. However, 
when something is dear to you (think your wallet 
or checking account), you count it often.

Perhaps Hashem is communicating that as 
much as I want you to push yourself and succeed, 
still, you are my beloved. I will count you and hold 
you dear to me always and regardless. 

***
“It’s a numbers game.” 
I am sure you’ve heard this expression when 

dealing with business or sales. One premise in 
sales, is that you have to hear “no” a lot in order to 
pick up your game. In fund-raising, it’s commonly 
said that if you haven’t heard “no” lately, then 
you’re not asking enough!

In nearly every arena of life, we are either too 
lazy or intimidated to go for the gold, since it gen-
erally means a lot of failure along the way. 

We need to learn from our children. They don’t 
take failure personally. They simply see it as a call 
to action, to try harder. They focus on the prize 
and don’t lose sight of the goal. 

Well then, what is our goal? What is a sales 
success story for the average Jew? The answer, 
explains the Lubavitcher Rebbe, is “To make a 
dwelling place for Me down on earth.” How do 
we do that? By adding something tangible in our 
service to Hashem. Giving charity, going to Shul, 
putting on tefillin, lighting Shabbos candles, or 
hearing the 10 Commandments on the upcoming 
holiday of Shavuot.

But it’s hard. When something is out of our 
comfort zone, we are tempted to give up. This is 
where the lesson of our kids comes in. If I fail (i.e., 
get a “no”), I will try again. It’s a numbers game. 
If you go at it enough times, (Dad will give in and 
get you the gum), you will persevere and succeed.

Now go and close the deal!

Rabbi Nechemia Schusterman is director of 
Chabad of Peabody, an affiliate of Chabad of the 
North Shore.

A piece of gum closes the deal

Event planners help families prioritize, alleviate stress



All Natural & Organic Sushi
No MSG • Zero Trans-Fat

Gluten-Free & Sugar-Free Dishes

Convenient parking located in Swampscott Mall

430 Paradise Road, Vinnin Square (Rt. 1A), Swampscott

781-599-1780
Sun-ThuRS 11:30 am-10:00 pm • FRi-SAT 11:30 am-11:00 pm

Online ordering, delivery & catering at 
www.GourmetGardenRestaurant.com

Life is Good @ Gourmet Garden

100 Chinese
Restaurants

in U.S.A.

2009

2002-13

Always the Lowest Air Fares • Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe • Far East • The Caribbean • Florida • Arizona • Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

420 Harvard Street, Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

978-750-0100
Mon-Sat: 6am - 9pm  ~  Sunday: 6am - 8pm

expires July 31, 2017

Kolbo Fine Judaica Gallery

Find us at:
437 Harvard St. 

Brookline, MA

Providing Future Family Heirlooms
Since 1978 Reach us at:

(617) 731-8743 
www.kolbo.com
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BY DEBORAH FINEBLUM
JNS.org

At his recent bar mitzvah cel-
ebration, Lavi Gimpel’s great-
grandmother handed him a 
check that she said was “enough 
for seven trees.”

“One for each member of your 
family. When I come to the farm 
someday, I want you to show 
each tree to me,” said the great-
grandmother, Chaya Wexler.

Trees are not a typical bar 
mitzvah gift. But Lavi Gimpel is 
not a typical bar mitzvah boy. 
Not only did he ask his guests —
and a bunch of crowd-funders, 
too – to help him populate the 
farm his family is establishing in 
the Judean Hills with trees, but 
he also chose to have his Feb. 
19 bar mitzvah party at a soup 
kitchen in downtown Jerusalem. 

“The place is awesome,” 
Lavi said regarding the Hineni 
Jerusalem soup kitchen. “They’re 
feeding poor people. I love sup-
porting what they’re doing 
there.” 

In fact, among the topics Lavi 
studied leading up to the bar 
mitzvah with his father, Rabbi 
Jeremy Gimpel, were the Jewish 
laws governing agriculture in 

Israel and tzedakah (charity).
Hineni Jerusalem, a mostly 

volunteer-run “humanitar-
ian restaurant” (a term manager 
Benjamin Philip prefers over 
“soup kitchen”) serves lunch to 
some 250 people Sunday through 
Thursday. It’s a feat made pos-

sible by donors from near and far 
as well as the diners who are able 
to pay – often far more than the 
suggested 18-shekel (about $5) 
donation. Now, for the first time, 
a family like the Gimpels has 
hosted a major Jewish lifecycle 
event there.

For the American-born 
Rabbi Jeremy Gimpel with his 
wife Tehila, who live in the Neve 
Daniel settlement in the Gush 
Etzion region, the fact that the 
oldest of their five children opted 
to emphasize the “mitzvah” over 
the “bar” doesn’t come as much 
of a surprise.

“We’re raising our children in 
the spirit of the land of Israel, 
without TV commercials,” Rabbi 
Gimpel told JNS.org. “We want 
them to know and appreciate 
what a gift this land is.”

Their love of – and commit-
ment to – the land of Israel is 
why the Gimpels, along with 
three other families, are estab-
lishing the farm in Gush Etzion’s 
Judean Hills. Their projected 
move-in date is Hanukkah 2017. 
The rabbi said he envisions the 
farm as “a center where people 
can come to experience the land 
of Israel in a holistic and organic 
way through the Hebrew Bible.”

Lavi Gimpel at the site of the 
farm his family is establishing in 
the Judean Hills.

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

SWAMPSCOTT – Diane Levin, executive direc-
tor of Congregation Shirat Hayam, will leave her 
post on June 16. 

Levin, an attorney, has been an active member 
of Shirat Hayam over the years. She was named 
the temple’s executive director 16 months ago. 

The news was announced in an email to congre-
gants by Renée Sidman, the synagogue’s incoming 

president. Shirat Hayam has yet to name a new 
executive director. 

“I am in the process of working with lay leader-
ship, clergy, and staff to analyze the current staff-
ing needs of the organization,” Sidman wrote. “We 
want to ensure that all staffing decisions are made 
properly, efficiently, and in a financially prudent 
way, while we continue to bring you all the pro-
grams, services, and events our congregants have 
come to expect from Congregation Shirat Hayam.”

Shirat Hayam begins search for a new executive director

Of soup kitchens and trees:  
A Jerusalem bar mitzvah with heart and soul
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THE TORAH PORTION WAS PERFECT. 
THE MEAL WAS MARVELOUS.
AND THE PARTY: A PERFECT SMASH.

www.salemwaterfronthotel.com
978-740-8788 | 225 derby st. salem

Let Our team of Bar/Bat Mitzvah experts 
help you create the perfect event for this 
milestone in your child’s life. Book your 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah in 2016-2018 and we’ll 
provide a complimentary candy bar for 
guests.*

*For details on this offer - please call (978) 619-1115

Call (978) 619-1115  to schedule a visit 
and see why we’ve received the Best of 
North Shore award 6X.

THE TORAH PORTION WAS PERFECT. 
THE MEAL WAS MARVELOUS.
AND THE PARTY: A PERFECT SMASH.

www.salemwaterfronthotel.com
978-740-8788 | 225 derby st. salem

Let Our team of Bar/Bat Mitzvah experts 
help you create the perfect event for this 
milestone in your child’s life. Book your 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah in 2016-2018 and we’ll 
provide a complimentary candy bar for 
guests.*

*For details on this offer - please call (978) 619-1115

Call (978) 619-1115  to schedule a visit 
and see why we’ve received the Best of 
North Shore award 6X.

Let Our team of Bar/Bat Mitzvah experts
help you create the perfect event for this
milestone in your child’s life. 

Book your Bar/Bat Mitzvah in 2016-2018 
and we’ll provide a complimentary candy 
bar for guests.*

*For details on this offer -  
  please call (978) 619-1115

Call (978) 619-1115 to schedule 
a visit and see why we’ve received 
the Best of North Shore award 6X.

www.salemwaterfronthotel.com

978-740-8788 | 225 derby st. salem
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THE HIT MUSICAL COMEDY From the Producers of
MY MOTHER’S ITALIAN MY FATHER’S 

JEWISH & I’M IN THERAPY!

HURRY! FINAL WEEKS!
MUST CLOSE   JUNE 25

“Be Prepared
To Laugh Off

A Few
Pounds!”

 - BroadwayWorld.com

In the same energetic and fun spirit as Menopause The Musical®, 
WaistWatchers The Musical! takes a hilarious and light hearted look at 

four women dealing with food, friendship,  love, life and sex!

REGENT THEATRE  7 Medford Street, Arlington, MA
Box Office: (781) 646-4849 • Groups (12+): 1-888-264-1788

WaistWatchersTheMusical.com

SHOWTIMES: Wed. 2pm, Thu. 2 & 7pm, Fri. 8pm, Sat. 2 & 8pm, Sun. 2pm

The National Touring Production

“THeAudienceEats THe Show Up!”- Miami Herald

Week of Friday, May 19 through Thursday, May 25, 2017

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

ALIEN: COVENANT (R) 
Fri: (4:30), 7:15, 10:00 • Sat: (11:10 AM), 

(1:45), (4:30), 7:15, 10:00
Sun: (11:10 AM), (1:45), (4:30), 7:15

Mon - Thu: (4:30), 7:15

KING ARTHUR:  
LEGEND OF THE SWORD (PG-13) 

Fri: (4:20), 7:00, 9:45 • Sat: (11:00 AM), 
(1:35), (4:20), 7:00, 9:45

Sun: (11:00 AM), (1:35), (4:20), 7:00
Mon - Wed: (4:20), 7:00 • Thu: (3:45 PM)

GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY  
VOL. 2 (PG-13) 

Fri: (3:45), 6:45, 9:50 
Sat: (12:30), (3:45), 6:45, 9:50

Sun: (12:30), (3:45), 6:45
Mon - Wed: (4:00), 6:45 • Thu: (4:00 PM)

GRADUATION (BACALAUREAT) (R) 
Exhibited in HD in our  

intimate 18-seat screening room
Fri: (4:15), 7:20, 9:40

Sat & Sun: (11:45 AM), (4:15), 7:20
Mon - Thu: (4:15), 7:20

POLYESTER (1981) (R) 
One time screening with special guest  
Mink Stole and pre-movie drag show

Thu: 7:30 PM

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our  

intimate 18-seat screening room
Fri: 6:30 PM

Sat & Sun: 2:00, 6:30
Mon - Thu: 6:30 PM

Visit our website for other showtimes
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Looking Ahead

The Merrimack Valley Chapter of Hadassah and Chabad 
Lubavitch Center of the Merrimack Valley sponsor a catered, 
Russian-themed lunch followed by a panel discussion centered 
on the Russian-Jewish Experience: Past and Present. Sunday, 
June 4th, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at Chabad, 310 N. Main Street, 
Andover. 

Our panel will be composed of four Jewish women who will 
share life stories of growing up Jewish in a Communist society, 
and the challenges of leaving Russia for life in a new country 
and how their lives have been shaped by these experiences.  

If you are interested in attending, please mail a check for 
$25.00 to: Merrimack Valley Chapter of Hadassah, P.O. Box 531, 
Andover, MA 01810. 

Contact Sherry Comerchero at sherrycomerchero@yahoo.com, 
or Claire Shaby at claire_shaby@yahoo.com.

Community-wide Shavuot 
experienCe for the body & Soul!

When: Tuesday, May 30, 8 p.m.
       Where: Chabad Community Shul, 44 Burril St., 
                   Swampscott
        What: Premium Bar; 
                  Torah Samples with community leaders; 
                  Dairy Appetizers and Desserts

Register by phone at 781-467-9913 or 
contact Sara Ewing at sewing@jccns.com.

FREE and open to all. Donations Encouraged.

the ruSSian-JewiSh experienCe: paSt and preSent

MAY 19 – 21
RABBI MEYER’S 25th ANNIVERSARY 
WEEKEND 

Join Temple Emanu-El for a weekend to celebrate Rabbi 
David Meyer. Contact julie@emanu-el.org for details. 
temple@emanu-el.org.

MAY 19
SENIOR LUNCH AND LEARN Seniors are invited to participate in a class or enjoy 
a guest speaker on the third Friday of each month and stay to socialize over lunch! 
JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead. Register in advance by calling 781-631-
8330. 11:00 a.m. –12:30 p.m. $10.

EVENING OF RUSSIAN AND JEWISH MUSIC  
Critically acclaimed Nigun 
Chamber Ensemble will 
perform masterpieces by 
great Russian and Jewish 
composers of the I9th and 
20th century and a unique 
repertoire of Jewish folk songs. 
Newton Cultural Center, 1000 
Commonwealth Ave, Newton. 
7:30 - 9:30 p.m. $15-$45.

MAY 20
SHABBAT LUNCH & LEARN Introducing a new Shabbat prayer book, Lev Shalem. 
Contact natalia.taaoffice@gmail.com. 11:30am-1pm. Temple Ahavat Achim, 86 
Middle St., Gloucester. Taagloucester.org.

MOVIE NIGHT/POT LUCK Call the temple for details. 978-255-3144. 5-6 
p.m. Congregation Ahavas Achim, 53 1/2 Washington St, Newburyport. caa-
newburyport.org.

“MOON IN THE 12TH HOUSE” 

In this engrossing and intriguing 
drama, two sisters separated 
in their youth meet again as 
young women. This captivating 
feature from Dorit Hakim, a 
Venice Film Festival Silver Lion 
winner, boasts spectacular 
performances by Yuval Scharf 
(Footnote, The Wonders) and 
Yaara Pelzig (The Policeman). 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 

465 Huntington Ave, Boston. $14 – General; $12 – Senior/Student.

PRESIDENT TRUMP, JEWS AND THE FIRST 100 DAYS
Jonathan Golden, Ph.D., Israel 
curriculum coordinator and 
American history teacher at Gann 
Academy, will lead a discussion 
of President Donald J. Trump’s 
early tenure in office, with a focus 
on his relationship to the Jewish 
community and issues of Jewish 
concern. Topics will include US-Israel 
relations, anti-Semitism, and 

prominent Jewish advisors in and out of the administration. Congregation 
Mishkan Tefila in Brookline, 384 Harvard St, Brookline. 1 - 2 p.m. Free.

Submit your CALENDAR events to: calendar@jewishjournal.org

JUNE 4

MAY 30
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781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

coolcityentertainment.com
chris@coolcityentertainment.com

978.853.7755

COOLCITYENTERTAINMENT DJ SERVICECOOLCITYENTERTAINMENT DJ SERVICE
THE BEST VALUE  
WEDDINGS & MITZVAHS  
DJ’S & UPLIGHTING

154 Atlantic Avenue
Marblehead, MA 01945

1-800-432-0304  • 1-781-631-0303

Stowaway Sweets

Candy for  
All Occasions!

AMEX        DISCOVER        MC        VISA
617-738-3354

michaelsdelibrookline.com

256 Harvard St., Brookline

60 Canterbury St., Andover, MA 01810
Visit our new website: 

www.andovercountryclub.com
978.475.1263

Wedding Receptions
Family Celebrations  
Corporate Events
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

Golf Outings • Pool & Tennis Club

Event 
Planning

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

TO ADVERTISE, CONTACT LOIS: LOIS@JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG OR CALL 978-745-4111

Party Planning
At Its Best…
InvItatIons, table lInens 
& Much, Much More
Complimentary Consultation 
by Appointment

781-631-6603
eltouch@pgcomptech.com

Donna Kagan’s

Elegant Touch

TORAH HUB PRESENTS

Join us for a community-wide 
Shavuot experience for the body & soul!

Tuesday, May 30, 8:00 PM
Chabad Community Shul, 44 Burrill St. Swampscott

SHAVUOT
NIGHT
LIVE

Premium 
Bar

Torah Sampler 
with community 

leaders

Register by phone 
at 781-467-9913
or contact Sara Ewing 
at sewing@jccns.com.  
Free and open to all. 
(Donations Encouraged.)

 Dairy Appetizers 
and Desserts
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MAY 21
KLEZMER WITH CANTOR BECKY 
KHITRIK AND HANKUS NETSKY 
Klezmer music is lively, foot-tapping 
instrumental music. The event will 
include both a lecture on the history 
and development of Klezmer with a live 
demonstration and an “Instant Kelzmer,” 
a jam session. Bring your instruments 
(your voice counts). 384 Harvard St., 
Brookline. 9:30 – 11:15 a.m. Free.

ANNUAL COMMUNITY BREAKFAST 
Chabad of Merrimack Valley honors 
retired Chief of Police Richard M. 
Stanley and scientist, photographer and 
community activist Mark Spencer. 8:30 
a.m. $90 per person. Andover Country 
Club, 60 Canterbury St., Andover. 
Chabadmv.com.

SHALOM, ISRAEL: MUSICAL TOUR 
FOR KIDS AND ADULTS Amazing 
musical journey of Israel, and enjoy this 
fully interactive music and dance show. 
Let’s celebrate Israel’s 69th birthday 
together! Congregation Kehillath Israel, 
384 Harvard St, Brookline. Sponsored 
by Center Makor. $25 – Regular; $20 – 
Senior, Student, or Child.

NESHAMA YOGA. Refresh and relax 
with gentle yoga for the soul for men 
and women. Led by Barbara Younger, 
certified yoga instructor. Bring a mat, 
beach towel or blanket. 9 - 10 a.m. 
Free. RSVPs requested to office@
tbabever ly.org. Temple B’nai Abraham, 
200 Lothrop St., Beverly. Also on Sun, 
June 4 and Sun, June 11. tbabeverly.
org.

MAY 22
PJ LIBRARY MOVIN’ & GROOVIN’ 
Lappin Foundation and Cohen Hillel 
Academy invite toddlers with their 
parents/caretak ers to enjoy stories, 
songs, creative movement, snacks and 
playtime. RSVP to Phyllis Osher at 978-
740-4404 or email posher@lappinfo 
undation.org. Walk-ins are welcome. 
10:15-11 a.m. Cohen Hillel Academy, 
6 Community Road., Marblehead, 
cohenhillel.org.

JEWS AND BREWS Jewish young 
professionals gather for Stump Trivia. 
Howling Wolf Taqueria, 76 Lafayette 
Street, Salem. Contact Julie@emanu-
el.org for details. temple@emanu-el.
org.

PLANNING A JEWISH WEDDING 
Explore the symbols of the Jewish 
wedding ceremony, ways to honor 
family traditions, how to personalize 
your ceremony, and how to find the 
right officiant for you. Temple Israel, 477 
Longwood Ave., Boston. 7 - 9 p.m. $10 
per couple.

MAY 23
CELEBRATING INCLUSION 

Join the Ruderman Synagogue 
Inclusion Project (RSIP) and CJP for 
an evening dedicated to creating 
an inclusive Jewish community, 
featuring best-selling author Tom 
Fields-Meyer. We’ll celebrate 
progress from our current Partners 
and welcome our new RSIP 
Congregation Partners and Affiliates. 
Temple Emanuel, 385 Ward St, 
Newton. 6:30 – 9 p.m. Free.

IN OUR HANDS

A CBN Documentaries Film IN OUR 
HANDS. The Battle for Jerusalem. 
The documentary marks the 50th 
anniversary of the Six-Day War 
and commemorates this historic 
battle. For centuries, their nation 
had been in exile. For a generation, 
they had been without access to 
their ancestral city. For six days, 
surrounded by enemies, Israel stood 
alone … and changed history. 7 
p.m. screening at Revere Showcase 
Cinemas, 565 Squire Rd, Revere. 
fandango.com/inourhands:battleforje
rusalem_201504/movieoverview.

MAY 24
MOVEMENT FOR YOUR JEWISH 
SOUL Rosh Chodesh, the New Month, 
with Movement for Your Jewish Soul 
using gentle yoga and Jewish guided 
imagery with yoga instructor Stacie 
Nardizzi. Free. RSVP to Susan Feinstein 
at 978-740-4431 or email sfeinstein@
lappinfoundation.org. Sponsored by 
Lappin Foundation and JCCNS. 7:30 p.m 
- 8:30 pm. Jewish Community Center 
of the North Shore, 4 Community Road., 
Marblehead. JCCNS.org.

MAY 25
TORAH STUDY LED BY RABBI LEWIS 

Contact natalia.taaoffice@gmail.
com. 11 a.m. -12 p.m. Temple Ahavat 
Achim, 86 Middle St., Gloucester. 
Taagloucester.org.

MAY 29
A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 

Concert at the Museum of Fine 
Arts Boston’s Memorial Day Open 
House in honor of the special 
exhibition “Memory Unearthed: The 
Lodz Ghetto Photographs of Henryk 
Ross.” These stunning photographs 
reveal the struggles and 
celebrations of everyday life in a 
community under incomprehensible 
circumstances. The exhibit both 
documents the Holocaust and 
stands as a tribute to perseverance 
and memory. For more information 
about the exhibition, visit mfa.org. 
Exhibition: 10 a.m.–5 p.m.;  
Concert: 3 p.m. Free.

MAY 30 
THE GREAT SHAVUOT CHEESECAKE 
BAKE OFF Judges will cast their votes 
of the best cheesecakes as we follow 
the Shavuot custom of eating dairy 
and celebrating the giving of the Torah. 
7:00 p.m.: Service; 7:30 p.m.: Tasting 
and judging begins. Those wishing to 
enter must bake two cheesecakes at 
home and bring them in for judging 
and tasting. If you wish to bake, 
contact sherri@shirathayam.org by 
May 26th. Congregation Shirat Hayam, 
55 Atlantic Ave, Swampscott. 7 - 9 
p.m. Free.



REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com 2/17

ORTHODONTIST

10/17

Weaver OrthOdOntics
Orthodontics for Adults, Adolescents and Children

PERSONAL TRAINING & NUTRITIONAL COACHING

4/17

www.embodymentrx.com
matt@embodymentrx.com

(781) 710-2131
FREE Consultation!

EMBODYMENT RX
Making it Simple to Lose Weight  
And Increase Energy Through  
Proper Exercise and Nutrition

HEARING

2/17

Doctor Trusted, Patient Voted #1
600 Loring Avenue, Salem, MA

978-607-0062 • renewhearing.net

Personalized home care services 
from 1-hour a week to 24-hrs a day

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

781-245-1880  abchhp.com

HOME HEALTH CARE
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HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

6/17

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

LASER DENTISTRY
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293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300 • Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com • hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

HEALTH SERVICES

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored 11/17

PRIVATE DUTY CARE	
	

	

	
	
	
	

Concierge Level Home Care 
	
	

Case	Management	
Medical	Escort	

	

Memory	Care	•	Personal	Care	
	

Meticulous	Staff	Selection	
Companions	•	Home	Health	Aides	

LPNs	•	RNs	
	

Providing	Up	to	24/7	Care	
	

Fully	Bonded	and	Insured	
	

8	Cherry	Street	•	Danvers,	MA	01923	
978-500-5161	

AberdeenHomeCareInc.com	
	

Specializing in Private Duty Home Care Since 2001 
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ELDER SERVICES
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Serving Danvers, Marblehead, Salem,  
Middleton & Peabody Since 1976 

978-750-4540     www.nselder.org 

Information, Support & Services for  
our local area older adults 

•
To advertise in 

The Jewish Journal’s 
HEALTH SERVICES  

DIRECTORY,
email 

lois@jewishjournal.org

or call 
978-745-4111

•
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MAY 31
SHAVUOT DAIRY DINNER BUFFET 
AND ICE CREAM PARTY 5:00-
6:30 p.m. Free. RSVP appreciated. 
A donation of any amount is 
appreciated but not required. Email 
info@jewishpeabody.com or call 
978-977-9111. Chabad Lubavitch of 
Peabody, 682 Lowell St., Peabody. 
Jewishpeabodycom.

JUNE 1
MY BROTHER’S TABLE On the first 
Thursday of every month we, as a 
community, serve at My Brother’s 
Table. Volunteers needed. Please call 
Temple Emanu-El, Marblehead if you are 
able to volunteer. 781-631-9300. 4:30 
p.m. – 7 p.m. emanu-el.org.

JEWS IN AMERICA – NEWPORT 
TO NEW YORK AND BEYOND From 
Colonial times on, Jews have played 
an integral part in American culture 
and have made important contributions 
on all levels of society. This five-week 
course, starting June 1st, taught by Izzi 
Abrams, will look at Jewish Americans 
over the past 300 years and their 
roles in politics, industry, the arts, 
and education and how the practice 
of their religion has adapted to life in 
America. 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. JCCNS, 
4 Community Road, Marblehead. $60 
members/$70 non members 

JUNE 2
ONEG HONORING RABBI TALYA Join 
us for Shabbat services followed by an 
oneg in honor of Rabbi Talya Weisbard 
Shalem to thank her for her time at TBI. 
7pm. Temple B’Nai Israel, One Wave 
Ave., Revere. tbirevere.org. 

KABBALAT SHABBAT WITH 
SPEAKER DR. LEON REMIS Take a 
journey to El Salvador with Dr. Leon 
Remis as he talks about his work 
with the organization ASAPROSAR to 
help local families with visual health. 
The mission of ASAPROSAR is to 
“Improve the quality of life for the 
neediest families of El Salvador through 
integration and linking of programs 
to meet the fundamental needs of 
sanitation, environment, education, 
culture, economics and health.” 8:00 
p.m. - 10:00 p.m. To register, call the 
Temple Office at 781-631-2763 by May 
26. Temple Sinai, 1 Community Road, 
Marblehead. Free.

JUNE 4

AMERICAN JEWISH 
COMPOSERS FROM 
BERLIN TO DYLAN 

Temple Sinai of Marblehead 
Presents: a musical journey with 
the Temple Sinai Band exploring 
artists ranging from classic to 
contemporary! Call the Temple 
Office at 781-631-2763 by May 
31st. 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
$10.00 Per person

COFFEE MEET-AND-GREET WITH 
RAV MISHA CLEBANER

Members and friends are invited to 
join us for coffee with Rav Misha 
Clebaner, who will formally join TBI as 
our spiritual leader beginning in August. 
10 a.m. Temple B’Nai Israel, One Wave 
Ave., Revere. tbirevere.org.

2017 Y2I PRE-TRIP MEETING Pre-trip 
meetings are designed to educate teens 
and parents about Israel, enrich the 
Israel experience, and provide social 
opportunities for teens and parents to 
get to know each other. This meeting is 
for teens only. 2 p.m. -6 p.m. Location 
to be determined. lappinfoundation.org.

ONGOING
ADULT MASTER SWIM TEAM Mondays, 5:30-7 
a.m.; Thursdays, 5:30-7 a.m.; Saturdays, 7-8 a.m. 
JCCNS; 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

MONDAYS 
SENIOR JAZZ HOUR AND LUNCH! All Seniors are 
welcome to enjoy a live performance by the Insight 
Band and share a delicious complimentary lunch at the 
JCCNS. Contact Karen Bar-Or at 781-476-9902 or kbar-
or@jccns.com. First Monday of each month. Free. 11 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

PJ LIBRARY MOVIN’ & GROOVIN’ WITH PHYLLIS 
EIDELMAN. Toddlers and their parents/caretakers 
are invited to enjoy stories, songs, creative 
movement, snacks and playtime on Monday 
mornings. Walk-ins are welcome! PJ Library Movin’ 
& Groovin’ with Phyllis Eidelman is a free program 
of the Lappin Foundation, in partnership with 
Cohen Hillel Academy. 10:15-11 a.m. Cohen Hillel 
Academy, 6 Community Road, Marblehead.

TUESDAYS
NEW PARENT SUPPORT GROUP. This group 
provides a safe and nurturing space for parents to 
explore what works best for them, their babies, 
and their families. Mothers and/or fathers with 

their babies (birth to age one) can give and receive 
support, ask questions, and begin building a 
community of support. Open to all faiths, races, 
and sexual orientation. Registration is NOT required 
and is free to attend. 10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Free. 
JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

PAPERBACK JUKEBOX (AT ABBOT LIBRARY) 
10:15–11:00 a.m. Join Temple Emanu-el for a 
musical story hour designed especially for children 
5 and under and their families. Abbot Public Library, 
235 Pleasant Street, Marblehead. 

WEDNESDAYS
Knitting Knights! 7:30–9 p.m.Join the JCCNS for 
casual evenings of knitting and chat! Every first 
Wednesday of the Month. Open to all ages! JCCNS, 4 
Community Road, Marblehead. Free. RSMP sewing@
jccns.com. 

THURSDAYS
Me’ah Select at JCCNS Fateful Encounter: Relations 
between Jews and Muslims in the Medieval and 
Modern Islamic World. Jacob Meskin, Ph.D. This 
course analyzes the complex relationship between 
Jews and Muslims in medieval Islamic societies 
and how this history is crucial for gaining a full 
understanding of relationships between Jews and 
Muslims in modern times today. Contact Sara Ewing at 
781-476-9913 or ewing@jccns.com. $50. 

SPEAK UP with Toastmasters. 1st and 3rd 
Thursday nights of every month. 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
at the JCCNS. Do you get nervous when you have 
to speak in public? Whether you’re called upon to 
give a business presentation, propose a wedding 
toast, or even be at your best in a job interview, 
the JCCNS Toastmasters Club can help you address 
any situation with confidence. Must be 18 or older. 
Contact Tom Cheatham at 781-476-9905; email 
tcheatham@jccns.com, jccns.toastmastersclubs.
org. JCCNS; 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

FRIDAYS 
PJ LIBRARY WEEKLY DROP-IN PLAYGROUP. 
Geared for ages 0-3 years, with adult. Join in a fun, 
weekly playtime. Enjoy stories, songs, activities 
and free play with other families. Wind down with 
a warm and interactive welcome to Shabbat. Visit 
our website for a complete schedule. For more 
information, contact earlyparenting@jccgb.org or 
617-558-6485. Every week on Friday, 9:30-11:00 
a.m. Leventhal-Sidman Center, 333 Nahanton St., 
Newton.

SATURDAYS 
TORAH STUDY. 9-10 a.m. Temple Emanu-El invites 
everybody to Lay-Led Torah Study. The first Shabbat 
of every month is led by Rabbi Meyer. Temple 
Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic Avenue, Marblehead, 781-
631-9300.



By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Call Charlotte von Mahlsdorf 
(1928-2002) a tarnished if fas-
cinating survivor of both the 
Nazis and the Communists. The 
East German gay transvestite, 
born Lothar Berfelde, donat-
ed a large collection of saved 
Jewish music, including works 

by Mendelssohn and Offenbach, 
to Berlin’s Jewish Museum. Still, 
Charlotte did not shrink from 
putting the furniture of deport-
ed Jews in her home. 

While a 15-year-old Lothar 
murdered his abusive Nazi 
father, Max (who may have killed 
his mother), Charlotte informed 
on her gay friend and black mar-
ket clock dealer Alfred Kirschner 
to East Germany’s Stasi (the 
secret police). This morally 
ambiguous Berliner is the focus 
of Doug Wright’s 2003 Pulitzer 
Prize and Tony Award-winning 
play “I Am My Own Wife,” now 
in a properly complex portrayal 
by Gabriel Graetz in the Cabinet 
of Curiosities Festival present-
ed by Theatre on Fire and the 
Charlestown Work Theatre.

Wright first met and inter-
viewed von Mahlsdorf – dressed 
in a black peasant dress, match-
ing orthopedic shoes and a sim-
ple scarf – in 1993. Their meet-
ings became the basis of his 
vivid two-act play. 

The first act details Lothar’s 
turbulent childhood, his time 
at a youth prison for killing his 
father and his transformation 
into Charlotte. Here Wright 
learns of Lothar’s tenacious 
lesbian aunt, who gives him a 
seminal study of transvestites by 
Jewish gay Magnus Hirschfeld, 
whose books were burned by 
the Nazis. “This book will be 
your bible,” she predicts. His 
mentoring aunt, he later recalls, 
advises him to be “as smart as 
the snakes” and take care in 

the lion’s den that is Germany. 
For his part, gay Bible belt play-
wright Wright describes his sin-
gular interviewee as a museum 
in her own right and credits von 
Mahlsdorf with “teaching me a 
history I never knew I had.”

During the equally dark sec-
ond act, Charlotte sees strong 
similarities between the Nazis 
and the Stasi in that history. 
Graetz’s strong work in “I Am 
My Own Wife” should have all 
theatergoers giving timely atten-
tion to their own respective 
challenges as well as to the ones 
in Wright’s worthy play. 

“I Am My Own Wife”, pre-
sented by Theatre on Fire and the 
Charlestown Working Theater, 
plays through May 27.
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Locally Licensed & Insured

781-588-5417
Mention this ad & receive 10% off

BRIAN’S 
PLUMBING

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

www.wjskouras.com
Call John: (978) 531-5545 

Fax: (978) 977-9982
Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Fully Insured

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
Residential  |  Commercial  |  General Carpentry

W. J. SKOURAS & CO. INC.

Professional  
Home Cleaning

978-741-7100 
www.maidpro.com/salem

Serving most North Shore towns
Call or visit us on the web for specials

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

BAY STATE  
WINDOW  
FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Call Lisa!

Custom Draperies, 

Blinds, Shades & More!
Free Estimates & Installation

93 Main Street, Peabody
baystatewindowfashions.com

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC

To advertise, contact: 
Lois: lois@jewishjournal.org 

or call 978-745-4111

STOREWIDE SPRING SAVINGS EVENT!  
THREE DAYS ONLY – FRIDAY, MAY 19th–SUNDAY, MAY 21st

10% OFF EVERYTHING 
IN THE SHOWROOM!*

*Receive FREE mattress pad and pillows with purchase! While supplies last!
Cannot be combined with any other promotion. Offer valid through May 21st, 2017.

1-800-56-GARDNER • www.gardnermattress.com
Three convenient locations in Massachusetts:   

254 Canal Street, Salem • 99 Commerce Way, Woburn • 118 Needham Street, Newton
Celebrating over 80 years in business!Made in the USA

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com

Bees Need To Do Their Part  
To Protect The Food Chain  

Honey bees are often confused with aggresive stinging insects like yellow jackets 
and wasps. Bees and other pollinators support the enivironment in a vital way. Call 
A1 to protect you against stinging insects, and protect bees for our environment.

KITCHEN & BATH  
SHOWROOM

Wholesale & Retail  
Plumbing & Heating Supplies

55 Alley Street, Lynn
781-592-0583

www.bourneufshowroom.com

Open: Tues-Fri 9am-4pm
Sat 9am-12pm

Open: Tues-Fri 9am–4pm
Sat. 9am–12pm; Mon. by Appt. Only
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A glimpse into a secret world 

Gabriel Graetz as  
Charlotte von Mahlsdorf in  

‘I Am My Own Wife’



Family-owned and operated since 1933

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
CHEVARA MISHNA CEMETERY
8 Lake Shore Road, Lynn, Ma 01904

Serving the Jewish Communities of  
The North Shore for five generations

Pre-plan your future needs with 
our traditional and interfaith options.

Contact our new Management Team
prideoflynninfo@gmail.com    339-440-6312

Our annual Board Meeting will be held on 
June 11, 2017 at our Cemetery 10:00 am 

All are Welcome
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NOTICES
ALBERTS, Pearl (Lewis) – late of 
Newton. Died on May 1, 2017. 
Wife of the late David S. Alberts. 
Mother of Lisa and Gregg 
Handorff and Laurence and 
Yvonne Alberts. Grandmother 
of Paul and Jane Handorff, and 
Maia and Elliot Alberts. Sister 
of Bennett and Malvene Lewis. 
Aunt of Emily and Larry, Adelle, 
Martha, Michael and Carolina, 
Alan and Cheryl, and Debra and 
Doug. (Levine)

CHARNEY, A. Robert, 77 – late  
of Newton. Died on May 6, 
2017. Father of Cheryl Charney 
of Hawthorne, Calif., Jonathan 
and his wife Amy Charney of 
Chapel Hill, N.C., Marc and his 
wife Jenny Charney of Wellesley, 
and Jessica Charney of Oakland, 
Calif. Former husband of Lisl 
Charney of Brookline. Brother 
of Leila Pradell of Newton 
and uncle of Brenna Pradell-
Boyd, Steven and Larry Pradell. 
(Levine)

RUDENSTEIN, Joanne 
(Simons), 77 – late of 
Portsmouth, N.H., formerly of 
Medford and Malden. Died on 
May 5, 2017. Wife of the late 
Robert Rudenstein. Mother of 
Karen Rossi. Grandmother of 
Ashley Rossi and Marc Rossi. 
Foster mother of Denise 
DeMeo. Daughter of the late 
Max and Sally (Lerman) Simons. 
Sister of Ileen Cohen and Gerald 
Simons. (Goldman)

SHAPIRO, Jerry, 80 – late of 
Woburn, formerly of Freehold, 
N.J. Died on May 13, 2017. 
Husband of Reva (Wexler). 
Father of Andrew Shapiro and 
Maria Figueroa, Stephanie 
Shapiro and Daniel Press, and 
Elizabeth and Rob Hallsworth. 
Grandfather of Alana Press, 
Zachary Shapiro, Alex Shapiro, 
Emily Hallsworth and Aidan 
Hallsworth. Brother of Arnold 
Shapiro and late Marvin Shapiro. 
(Goldman)

SHUMAN, Shelly (Spigler), 96 – 
formerly of North Andover. Died 
on May 2, 2017. Wife of the 
late Harry Shuman. Daughter 
of the late Frieda and Israel 
Spigler. Mother of Franklin S. 
Shuman, Roberta and her hus-
band Richard Foard, Jr, and 
the late Steven M. Shuman.
Grandmother of Harry R. Foard, 
Megan E. Foard, and Samuel D. 
Foard. Sister of the late Marcel 
Spigler. (Goldman)

SPEKTOR, Dr. Aya, 85 – late of 
Malden. Died on May 13, 2017. 
Wife of the late Ilya Veksler. 
Mother of Dr. Elena Gorlovsky 
and her husband Dr. Maury 
Goldman. Grandmother of 
Jeanie and her husband Adam 
Gorlovsky-Schepp and Veronica 
Gorlovsky. Great-grandmother 
of Jacob Gorlovsky-Schepp. 
(Goldman)

OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief notices for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 250 words, “In Memoriam,” cost $100; longer 
submissions will be charged accordingly. Photographs cost 
$25 each. Due to space limitations, obituaries may be edited. 
Submissions are subject to editing for style. Obituaries can be 
mailed, faxed, emailed or hand-delivered to our office. Emailed 
photos should be sent as jpeg or tiff files. For further informa-
tion, contact your local funeral home; call Andrew at the Jewish 
Journal at 978-745-4111 x174; or email andrew@jewishjournal.
org.

Honor your friend  
or loved one  

with a donation to  
the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of Jewish life  

in our communities.

LEGACY

Dorothy (Winer) Rutstein of 
Everett passed away peacefully 
on May 14, 2017. 

Dorothy was the beloved 
wife of the late Oscar “Blackie” 
Rutstein. She was pre-deceased 
by her cherished son Howard 
Rutstein. She was the devoted 
daughter of the late Max and 
Sadie Winer. Dorothy was the 
sister of the late Betty Egan, 

Esther Cohen, Samuel Winer, 
Lou Winer, Jeannette Mussman, 
Robert Winer, Harry Winer 
and Ann Greece. She was the 
grandmother of Lauren Rutstein 
Owen and Lindsay Rutstein. She 
is also survived by many nieces 
and nephews. 

A graveside service was 
held on May 17 at the New 
Tifereth Israel Cemetery, 232 

Fuller Street, Everett, MA. In 
lieu of flowers, remembrances 
in Dorothy’s memory may be 
made to the Chelsea Jewish 
Foundation, 165 Captains 
Row, Chelsea, MA 02150 attn: 
Hospice and Palliative Care. 
Arrangements were handled by 
Torf Funeral Service, Chelsea. 
Visit www.torffuneralservice.
com for an online guestbook.

Dorothy (Winer) Rutstein, of Everett

NCSY New England director. 
“We toured and talked and took 
it all in for 15 hours a day, and 
Ray just didn’t want to stop. 

“As a man who is clearly sick-
ened by any type of discrimina-
tion and prejudice, he is pas-
sionate about both learning 
and teaching the horrors of the 
Holocaust.”

On the first day, Allen vis-
ited the sites connected to the 
Warsaw Ghetto; met with the 
nuns from the Franciscan 
Monastery of The Maria Family, 
where over 750 Jews were saved 
during the Holocaust; spent time 
with a group from Righteous 
Among The Nations, non-Jews 
who risked their lives during the 
Holocaust to save Jews; and vis-
ited the Warsaw Zoo, where 300 
Jews were hidden. 

He met with the last living 
survivor of the zookeepers’ villa, 
Moshe Tirosh, who was hidden 
there as a 6-year-old.  

“These people are true 
heroes, the best of the best,” 
Allen said after his meeting with 
the Association of the Polish 
Righteous Among The Nations. 
“Everyone would like someone 
to fight for them and my family 
if they were put in an inhumane 
situation. To do such a thing 
you don’t have to have any per-
sonal connection… you have to 
be human.”

On the second day of the visit, 
Allen toured the Auschwitz-
Birkenau Nazi death camp and 
met with Polish Jewish lead-
ers from TSKZ, Poland’s largest 
Jewish organization.

“I’ve seen almost every movie 
connected to the Holocaust 
and read dozens of books,” said 
Allen. “Watching a movie can be 
hard and troubling, but being 
in Auschwitz and walking the 
ground was like nothing you 
could ever comprehend. It gave 
me a better understanding of 
the heartbreaking horrors that 
took place there.” 

Allen also joined the Matzeva 
Project of the From The Depths 
foundation, where together they 
returned a Jewish headstone that 
was stolen during the Holocaust 
and used to build a home in 

the small village of Jozefow nad 
Wisla in Eastern Poland.

Allen then visited the only 
known existing, untouched hid-
ing place in Poland, a small bun-
ker under the floorboards of the 
kitchen of the Skoczylas family 
in Ciepielow. A Polish family was 
caught attempting to hide Jews 
there, and 12 members of the 
family were burned alive by the 
Nazis in 1942. Allen met with the 
grandson of the only surviving 
family member. 

“Crouching down in that 
cold, dark, damp hiding place 
was a feeling I will never forget,” 
said Allen. “I cannot imagine 
what it must have been like for 
the Jewish family hiding in such 
a place or for the Polish family 
risking their own lives to hide 
them.”

Auschwitz
from page 1

Photo by Elan Kawesch
Ray Allen stands at the gate to Auschwitz.
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Культурно-Оздоровительный Центр 

BEST CHOICE  
  приглашает!

Проведите свой день с нами!

Мы предлагаем: 
• Йога
• Оздоровительные прогулки
• Посещения выставок, музеев, экскурсии
• Уход за волосами - стрижка и прическа 
   в нашем салоне красоты
• Концерты и тематические вечера
• Вкусная и полезная еда

Все это и многое другое предлагает для 
Вас Центр BEST CHOICE! 

Здесь вам всегда рады и ждут вас. 
Сделайте лучший Выбор и  проВедите день С нами.

220 Lynnway, Revere • 781-289-9000

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
CHEVARA MISHNA CEMETERY

8 Lake Shore Road, Lynn, Ma 01904

Предоставляем ритуальные услуги 
Еврейской Общине Северного Берега 

на протяжении пяти поколений
Предварительное планирование включает 

религиозные и светские похоронные услуги
Представитель нового менеджмента ответит на 

Ваши вопросы по тел. 339-440-6312 или 
по электронной почте prideoflynninfo@gmail.com

Ежегодное собрание Совета Директоров 
состоится 11 июня в 10 утра 

на территории кладбища Pride of Lynn Cemetary.

Культурно-Оздоровительный Центр Lynn Zabota
80 Exchange St., Lynn 

объявляет об открытии второй (вечерней) смены - с 3:30 дня до 9:30 вечера.
Центр предоставляет: 

- сбалансированное 3х-разовое питание 
- транспорт в Центр и обратно, а также в официальные учреждения
- персональную гигиеническую помощь 
- оздоровительную гимнастику, концерты и музыкальные программы 
- уроки английского языка, компьютерные классы, кружки, прогулки
- увлекательные беседы по истории, музыке, искусству и техникам оздоровления

Квалифицированный медицинский персонал Центра следит за здоровьем посетителей: 
помогает в приеме лекарств, измеряет давление и сахар, координирует визиты к врачам. 
Мы также оказываем различные виды социальной помощи: перевод официальных писем 
и документов, помощь в общении с государственными инстанциями

Центр открыт 7 дней в неделю с 9 утра до 3 дня; 
вечерняя программа c понедельника по пятницу с 3:30 дня до 9:30 вечера

Программа полностью оплачивается Стандартным Медикейдом/MassHealth Standard 
и программами SCO (в соответствии с клиническими показателями) 

Для дополнительной информации звоните по телефону 781-771-0078.

22 THE JEWISH JOURNAL MA – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – MAY 18, 2017 COMMUNITY NEWS

9 Мая в Линне состоялся концерт 
еврейского хора Фаргенигн, посвященный 
Дню Победы. 

Насколько этот день памятен для всех 
людей на земле и особенно народам Европы 
передать очень трудно. Особенно он дорог 
еврейскому народу. Шесть миллионов 
замученных в концентрационных лагерях 
и газовых камерах, растрелянных в Бабьем 
Яру и в сотнях других мест, умерших от 
голода, болезней и погибших на фронтах  с 
оружием в руках. 

Небывалый эмоциональный подъем 
испытали зрители, пришедшие на этот 
концерт. Со слезами на глазах присутствующие 
слушали песню “Бухенвальдский Набат” в исполнении 
замечательного хора под многолетним неизменным 
руководством Инны Трубниковой. Слушая военные 
песни из репертуара, хора я вспоминал своего отца, 
участника войны, лейтенанта связи Михаила (Мейера) 
Глаубермана, его двоюродного брата Мориса (Бориса) 
Глаубермана, который воевал во французской армии и 
5 лет был германском плену, его маму Ревеку, сестру и 
брата замученных в концентрационном лагере Дранси 

(под Парижем). Наверняка многие из 
собравшихся зрителей также вспоминали 
своих родных и близких, не доживших до 
Дня Победы.

Слушатели концерта с удовольствием 
подпевали хористам. Это был праздник 
не только для членов Ассоциации 
Хавейрим, под чьей эгидой выступает 
хор, но и для всех членов русскоязычной 
общины Северного Берега. В конце 
выступления была исполнена песня “День 

Победы, ”которую написал еврейский композитор 
Давид Тухманов. В заключение праздника было 
сервировано угощение, щедро предоставленное 
руководством дома на 10 Farrar st. в Линне.

Еще раз с Днем Победы.
Мы его не забудим никогда!

Яков Глауберман (член совета Хавейрим )

Русская Хроника ~ Russian Chronicle
рекламно-информационный выпуск, том 41, номер 21
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978-745-4111 доб. 172
yulia@jewishjournal.org

Jewish Journal/Boston North
27 Congress St., 

Suite 501, Salem, 
MA 01970

В этот День Победы...

Хавейрим: планы на будущее

День Иерусалима

На недавнем заседании 
Совета Директоров Мас-
сачусетской Северобережной 
Ассоциации русскоязычных 
евреев “Хавейрим” был 
одобрен план работы 
Ассоциации.

Ассоциация будет и впредь 
продолжать оказывать 
активную социальную 
поддержку своим членам, 
участвовать в общественных 
мероприятиях на разных 
уровнях, принимать участие 
в работе Всемирного и 
Американского Форумов 
(WFRJ; AFRJ), всячески 
поддерживать государство 

Израиль, еврейские организа-
ции в США и т.д.

В планах Ассоциации - 
активная культурно-массовая 
работа, проведение праздников, 
концертов, экскурсий и ав- 
тобусных поездок.

Среди прочего на III и IV 
кварталы запланированы 
поездки в Казино Foxwoods 
и Mohegan Sun; экскурсии по 
комплексу Массачусетского 
Технологического Института  
(MIT) с экскурсоводом Машей 
Едвабни; однодневные экскур-
сии с Мальвиной Гольдиной; 
двухдневная поездка (в 
сентябре) в Нью-Йорк с 

Александром Лоевым.
На лето запланированы 

поездки в Танглвуд на концерты 
Бостонского симфонического 
оркестра: 16 июля – скрипичный 
концерт Чайковкого и 
симфония Берлиоза; 13 августа 
– программа Моцарт и Шуберт.

О точных датах, времени 
проведения поездок, экскурсий, 
праздничных и других 
мероприятий будет сообщаться 
дополнительно.

За доп. информацией и 
для записи обращайтесь 
к президенту Ассоциации 
Виталию Смилянскому по тел 
781-593-7937.

В этом году отмечается один 
из важнейших праздников в 
истории современного Израиля 
- День Иерусалима.

В Израиле, празднование 
Дня Иерусалима начнется во 
вторник вечером, 23 мая, и 
завершится в среду вечером, 
24 мая. 

В этот день, 50 лет назад 28-го 
числа еврейского месяца ияра 
(7 июня 1947 года), произошло 
объединение Иерусалима.

14 мая 1948 года было 
провозглашено государствo 
Израиль. Иерусалим стал 
его столицей. Тем не менее, 
в течение первых 19 лет 
становления независимости 
Израиля, Иерусалим был 
разделен, и его восточная 
часть, где расположена 
главная иудейская святыня, 
находилась под контролем 
Иордании. В соглашении 
о перемирии Иордания 

согласилась разрешить 
евреям посещать свой сектор 
и молиться у Западной стены 
Иерусалимского Храма. Но это 
соглашение не соблюдалось. На 
протяжении многих лет евреи 
не имели доступа в Восточный 
Иерусалим, Старый Город. 
Еврейские жители израильской 
части Иерусалима постоянно 
подвергались опасности 
обстрела с арабской стороны.

Непреодолимые разно-
гласия между сторонами в 
этом конфликте привели 
к тому, что в 1967 году 
напряжение между Израилем 
и его соседями переросло в 
6-дневную войну. За два дня 
ожесточенных боев Армия 
Обороны Израиля захватила 
все иорданские позиции в 
Иерусалиме и прилегающих к 
нему районах. Сто восемьдесят 
три солдата погибли в битве 
за Иерусалим, многие были 

ранены. Спустя тысячелетия 
воссоединенный город вновь 
стал неделимой столицей 
еврейского государства. Как 
заявил генерал Моше Даян в 
тот день 1967 года: «Иерусалим 
объединен и никогда не будет 
разделен». 

23 мая, в 7 часов вечера, 
в кинотеатре Rivere 
Showcase Cinemas (565 
Squie Rd., Revere)в Ривьере 
будет демонстрироваться 
документальный фильм ‘IN 
OUR HANDS. The Battle 
for Jerusalem’, посвященный 
историческому  событию. 
Фильм рассказывает историю 
солдат армии обороны 
Израиля, членов 55 бригады, 
защищавших Иерусалим.

Билеты можно заказать на 
интернете: www.showcasecin-
emas.com/movie/our-hands-bat-
tle-jerusalem.

19 мая в Культурном 
Центре города Ньютон в 
рамках городского фестиваля 
искусств состоится вечер 
Русской и Еврейской Музыки. 
В программе выступление 
камерного ансамбля «Нигун» 
под управлением Елены 
Неплок. Прозвучат еврейские 
народные песни на идиш и 
иврит, а также классические 
произведения русских и 
еврейских композиторов. 

Начало концерта в 7:30 вечера. 
Перед концертом в фойе 

Центра будет проходить 
выставка-продажа художницы 
Вероники Кавин. 

Билеты ($25; студенты 
и пенсионеры $15) можно 
заказать на сайте: newtoncom-
munitypride.org/festival или 
приобрести перед началом 
концерта. 1000 Comminwealth 
Ave. Newton.

Концерт Русской и Еврейской Музыки Дорогие родители, 
бабушки и дедушки!

Русская Хроника начинает 
подготовку традиционного 
номера “Наши Выпускники”.

Если в Вашей семье есть 
выпускник школы и Вы 

хотите, чтобы о нем написали, 
оставьте сообщение, позвонив 
по тел. 978-745-4111 доб. 172 
или посылайте информацию и 

фотографию на адрес:  
yulia@jewishjournal.org.



Sunday, June 11, 2017
Club Member* Reception  5:30 p.m.

Program  6:30 p.m. 
Dessert Reception  7:30 p.m. 

 
No cost to attend

Registration is required 
 

Temple Emanu-El
393 Atlantic Avenue 

Marblehead, Massachusetts

AIPAC Annual Event
2017 North Shore About Our Speaker

Bret Stephens joined the 
New York Times as a 
columnist and associate 
editor in April 2017. 
Prior to that he had 
been the foreign-affairs 
columnist for The Wall 
Street Journal, as well 
as the paper’s deputy 
editorial page editor. 
Still prior to that, he 
was editor-in-chief of 
The Jerusalem Post, a 
position he assumed 
in 2002 at the age 
of 28. Bret has won 
numerous awards and 
distinctions, including 
the 2013 Pulitzer 
Prize for distinguished 
commentary.

featuring
New York Times Columnist 

Bret Stephens

REGISTER ONLINE AT  
WWW.AIPAC.ORG/NORTHSHORE2017 

 
For more information, contact Danielle Harsip at 617.399.2554 or dharsip@aipac.org

*AIPAC Club Members generously contribute a minimum of $1,800 to the Annual Campaign

ABOUT AIPAC
The American Israel Public Affairs Committee strengthens, protects and promotes the U.S.-Israel relationship in 
ways that enhance the security of the United States and Israel. AIPAC is the only American organization whose 
principal mission is to lobby the U.S. government about legislation that enhances the partnership between these 
two democracies.

Every day, AIPAC’s professional staff and citizen activists work to educate members of Congress, candidates for 
public office, policymakers, media professionals, student activists and key leaders of the Jewish and non-Jewish 
communities about the importance of the U.S.-Israel friendship. 

As America’s pro-Israel lobby, AIPAC urges all members of Congress, no matter their party, to support Israel 
through foreign aid, government partnerships, joint anti-terrorism efforts, the promotion of a negotiated two-state 
solution – a Jewish state of Israel and a demilitarized Palestinian state – and strategic cooperation to stop Iran 
from acquiring a nuclear weapons capability. AIPAC is a registered domestic lobby supported financially by private 
donations. 

The organization does not receive financial assistance from Israel, any national organization, or any foreign group. 
AIPAC is not a political action committee. It does not rate, endorse or contribute to candidates.
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TODAY’S MENSCHION: MARCY YELLIN

Honorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
great contributions close to home and around the world

THE BACK PAGE

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

For the last 26 years, Marcy 
Yellin has spent nearly every 
day giving back to the North 

Shore Jewish community. A native of 
Queens, Marcy moved to Swampscott 
in 1991 with her husband, Ben – a 
scientist – and her three sons, Adam, 
Jacob and Seth. A gifted singer and 
guitarist, she brought her guitar to the 
former Temple Beth El (now Shirat 
Hayam), and entertained children in 
her preschool class, where she taught 
for 17 years. For the last 19 years, 
she’s been a regular presence at syna-
gogue services, inside Hebrew School 
classrooms, at summer camps, Tot 
Shabbats, and at other Jewish insti-
tutions. She sings for toddlers and 
adults, reminding people that music 
can connect friends and strangers, 
and also heal. 

Marcy, can you tell me about 
your upbringing and when you 
first started to sing?

I grew up in Queens in a religious 
family, leaning toward the Orthodox. I 
have Sephardic roots on both sides – my 
family is from Turkey. I got turned on to 
Jewish music as a child because I was 
encouraged to go to shul on Shabbat 
and on holidays. I would go with my 
father to Kol Nidre and I loved the music 
and I got to sing. 

In the third grade I was put in chorus 
and I was a soprano. My father encour-
aged me to buy a guitar. I bought it with 
my babysitting money when I was 12 
and it cost me $50 with a hard shell case! 
I still have it – it’s a classical guitar. I still 
play it. Back then, I got a music book, 
because we couldn’t afford lessons, and 
I taught myself to play chords. 

A lot of the songs I sing now I learned 

back then in public school chorus, like 
“Blue Moon,” “Moon River,” “More,” and 
“Unchained Melody.” These are songs 
I was singing in the chorus and now 
I’m singing them to the elderly at the 
Shapiro-Rudolph Adult Day Health 
Center in Peabody.

Why do you enjoy singing for 
children?

I just love children and I love teach-
ing, and I relate to a quote from the 
Talmud, which says:

“Whoever teaches their child, teaches 
not only their child, but teaches their 
child’s child and so on to the end of 
generations.” Over the years, I’ve taught 
kids to sing the Sh’ma (prayer). It’s very 
deep. For me it’s a way for children 

to begin learning about God – singing 
songs about God.  

You sing mostly for children 
and the elderly? 

Yes. When I play for the elderly I think 
of my parents and all they gave me as a 
kid, and what they did to put me where 
I am today, and to make me feel the way 
I do about giving. As a Jew, you’re taught 
to give to the most vulnerable of popula-
tions, and at this point I believe small 
children and older adults are the most 
vulnerable in our community. Music 
does something to the soul – there’s a 
spark in the brain from music and it’s 
always there. It never goes away, from the 
time you’re little to the time you’re old. 
It’s the only creative thing I know that 
reaches across generations.

What songs do you play for 
kids and adults?

I do other people’s music. I sing songs 
about God, love, peace and being a good 
person. I sing about Jewish themes to 
children, like Tikkun Olam, and use a 
lot of music by Ellen Allard, Rick Recht, 
Sheldon Low and Eliana Light. For adults 
who are suffering from Alzheimer’s and 
dementia, I sing Carole King, the Beatles, 
Ricky Nelson, Bob Dylan, Righteous 
Brothers, Mary Travers and much more. 
I’m always adding new material. They 
love the songs and they connect to them 
from the time they first hear them. Some 
of these people can’t remember what they 
did five minutes ago but they remember 
the words. And they remember me. 

In Peabody, you sing to chil-
dren and adults at the same 
time. What are your thoughts 
when you’re singing?

I notice that the kids are connected to 
the adults. If you’re a little kid and you sit 
next to a person in a wheelchair or some-

one on an oxygen tank, or with a walker 
or a cane, you’ll never be afraid of them. 

Your son Jacob has a deep  
connection to Judaism.

Yes. He is 32, and is globally cognitive-
ly delayed. He works with the preschool 
kids on Fridays as a classroom assistant, 
and helps out on the tzedakah program, 
and walks around with the tzedakah box 
which people donate to. The reason he 
works on Fridays is that I really want 
to keep Judaism in his life, and it’s very 
important to him. 

Can you tell me about your 
involvement with disability inclu-
sion summer programming at the 
JCC?  

In my spare time I do volunteer work 
at the Jewish Community of the North 
Shore for inclusion and disabilities. For 
many years I have wanted the JCC to 
become more inclusive than they were. 
With the help of the executive director 
and many others that vision has come 
true. I am so proud of all those that have 
supported this endeavor and continue to 
support it. It has been said before that it 
takes a village and I am blessed to have 
that village in this little community.

Your mother, Suzie, recently 
passed away. Did music bring 
you closer in her last years?

Yes. For the past two years when my 
mother was in assisted living and in a 
nursing home, I played for her and she 
would smile and say ‘this is my daugh-
ter.’ She was grateful and was showing 
me off to the staff there, which was a 
nice thing. She suffered from dementia 
and the music brought her back to a lot 
of places. And she never forgot me. I’d 
say ‘who’s here?’ And she’d say, ‘gorgeous 
music.’ Maybe she forgot my name but 
she called me gorgeous music.

Photos by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
Marcy Yellin sings for children and the elderly at the Shapiro-Rudolph Adult Day Health Center in Peabody.

“I sing songs about God, love, peace and being a good person,” says Yellin.
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