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MARBLEHEAD – Marblehead 
police continue to investigate 
who may have painted a slew 
of anti-Semitic and hate slo-
gans on the Marblehead Neck 
causeway two weeks ago. While 
an award of $3,000 has been 
offered for information leading 
to an arrest in the case, there 
have been no arrests to date. 

“It certainly is malicious 
destruction, there were spe-
cific people named,” said 
Marblehead Police Chief 
Robert Picariello, who added 
that Marblehead police detec-
tives are leading the investiga-
tion. Picariello, who declined to 
provide a police report to the 
Journal about the incident, said 
the graffiti was reported to the 
police on the evening of June 
30, and was removed a day later 
by the Essex County Sheriff’s 
Department. 

The graffiti, scrawled in black 
on the causeway wall, included 
“End the Jew,” “KKK is here,” 

and also had two references to 
Israel: a Jewish star was circled, 
and drawn with a line through 
it, along with IDF, which was 
also circled and crossed out 
with a line. In addition, there 
was a derogatory remark about 
Marblehead native and US 
representative Seth Moulton. 
Also, a campaign slogan that 
President Trump used repeated-
ly was scrawled onto the cause-
way: “MAKE AMERICA GREAT 
AGAIN TRUMP.”

This was the third anti-Semit-
ic incident that was reported in 
Marblehead over the past year. 
Last August, the police were 
summoned to an athletic field 
at Marblehead High School 
where they discovered that the 
phrase “JEWS DID 9/11” had 
been raked into the infield dirt. 
Also last year, swastikas were 
found painted in public places, 
including a Marblehead basket-
ball court. To date, there have 
been no arrests in those cases. 

The incident also followed 
other disturbing incidents in 
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North Shore rallies against hate in Marblehead
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Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez of Temple Sinai addressed a large gathering on Devereux Beach in 
Marblehead in defiance of anti-Semitic and racist graffiti sprayed on the causeway wall.

By Shelley A. Sackett
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An ill wind blew across Lake 
Michigan at the June 24 Chicago Dyke 
March when three women carrying 
Jewish Pride flags – a rainbow flag with 
a Star of David in the center – were 
asked to leave the rally by its pro-Pal-
estinian organizers who claimed their 
flags were an unwelcome “trigger.”

Anti-Semitism and 
anti-Zionism collide at 
Chicago Dyke March

By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON – A bill backed by 
Jewish communal organizations 
that would prohibit the state 
from doing business with com-
panies that discriminate based 
on national origin, including 
Israel, will have a legislative hear-
ing on Tuesday, July 18 before 
the Joint Committee on State 
Administration and Regulatory 
Affairs.

The bi-partisan bill, “An Act 
Prohibiting Discrimination in 

State Contracts,” was filed last 
January by state Senator Cynthia 
Creem (D-Newton), and state 
Representatives Paul McMurtry 
(D-Dedham), and Steven Howitt 
(R-Seekonk). The proposed bill 
is supported by more than one-
third of the legislators includ-
ing Representative Lori Ehrlich, 
a Democrat who represents 
Swampscott, Marblehead and a 
section of Lynn.

While the bill does not spe-
cifically refer to Israel, if adopted, 
the law would prevent companies 
that boycott Israeli businesses 

from having contracts with the 
Commonwealth.

The bill would “strengthen 
existing anti-discrimination laws 
and ensure that the state does 
not unwittingly use taxpayer 
funds to subsidize discriminato-
ry conduct,” according to Aaron 
Agulnek, director of government 
affairs for the Jewish Community 
Relations Council of Greater 
Boston, a proponent of the pro-
posed legislation.

To date, Governor Charlie 
Baker has not taken a position on 

State lawmakers set to debate anti-BDS bill 
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Governor Charlie Baker addressed hundreds of Bostonians 
who attended the rededication ceremony at the New England 
Holocaust Memorial on Tuesday. The event occurred less than 
two weeks after one of the memorial’s iconic glass panels was 
shattered in an act of vandalism.

Marlene Copland Dodinval, Laurel Grauer and Donna Fishman, at a 
women’s march in Chicago.

Baker rededicates 
New England Holocaust Memorial
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There was barely a dry eye in the room. Standing in 
the sanctuary before a close-knit group of friends 
and family who had come from all over the coun-

try, Heather Wilde carefully lit a single Shabbat candle 
and said the appropriate Hebrew blessing. Uncovering 
her eyes, she smiled at those around her and said, 
“Good Shabbos!”

A student at the Chabad Hebrew School of the Arts in 
Peabody, it was only natural that the 12-year-old would 
celebrate her bat mitzvah in a way that was meaningful 
and personal. The question was just how.

“Heather is a very sweet and positive young woman,” 
said Raizel Schusterman, who co-directs the Chabad 
of Peabody Jewish Center with her husband, Rabbi 
Nechemia Schusterman. “She also has Down syndrome, 
which means that she has not been able to master 
Hebrew reading or deliver a long speech, but I tell the 
parents of our students — all students, regardless of 
their abilities — that this is a ceremony that has to be 
appropriate for the young person.”

Working together with Heather’s mother, Brenda 

Wilde, Raizel set a goal for the young girl: to memorize 
and recite the Shema, and to light a candle and say the 
accompanying blessing.

Months of regular study sessions paid off when 
Heather proudly did just that, late on the afternoon of 
Friday, June 23.

With his guitar balanced on one robed knee, the 
rabbi, already dressed in his Shabbat finery, then regaled 

the crowd with some of Heather’s favorite songs from 
Hebrew school: “Oseh Shalom” and “Alef-Bet.”

Wilde said the Schustermans’ approach to 
Heather’s bat mitzvah is reflective of how they run 
their Chabad center and associated programs. “The 
Hebrew school primarily serves typical children, but 
they are so inclusive and welcoming in everything they 
do,” said Wilde. “Heather loves going and being part of 
things, especially the songs.”  

As Shabbat drew near, the women and girls who were 
present lit candles that had been artfully arrange to spell 
out “Shabbat.” Evening services were followed by a full-
course dinner.

The next day, at the Kiddush reception that fol-
lowed morning services, the bat mitzvah girl recited 
the Hamotzi blessing over the bread.

“Heather was very pleased with herself,” said Wilde. 
“When she was practicing, I was worried like any moth-
er. But she exceeded our expectations, and I found that 
as satisfying as when her brother had his bar mitz-
vah three years ago.”

“It was a beautiful ceremony,” said Raizel 
Schusterman, who hopes that Heather’s bat mitzvah 
will encourage other families to think creatively about 
this milestone for their children with special needs. 
“Like Heather herself, it was sweet, intimate, loving, and 
full of joy.”

 – Menachem Posner 

Heather’s blessing

Rabbi Nechemia Schusterman regaled guests with some 
of Heather’s favorite Hebrew school songs, “Oseh 
Shalom,” and “Alef-Bet.” 

Heather Wilde celebrated her bat mitzvah at Chabad 
of Peabody Jewish Center. Raizel Schusterman (right), 
co-director of the center, helped her prepare.

Heather recites the blessing over the candles. 

Standing in the sanctuary before a close-knit 
group of friends and family who had come 
from all over the country, Heather Wilde 

carefully lit a single Shabbat candle and said 
the appropriate Hebrew blessing.

NEWTON CENTRE – 
Rabbi Daniel L. Lehmann has 
announced that he plans to step 
down from his position as presi-
dent during the next academic 
year.

As president for nearly a 
decade, Rabbi Lehmann has led 
Hebrew College to become a pre-
mier center of pluralistic Jewish 
education, focusing on the inter-
section of rigorous intellectual 
exploration, spiritual creativity, 
and communal transformation. 
As a national leader in Jewish 
education and religious leader-
ship, Hebrew College supports 
creative programs and partner-
ships locally and establishes academic programs that inspire and 
cultivate leaders across the Jewish world.

“After nine extraordinary and deeply fulfilling years at Hebrew 
College, I have decided it is the right time, both personally and insti-
tutionally, for a change. It has been a distinct privilege and blessing to 
lead this venerable institution and I am grateful for the opportunity to 
be a part of such a vibrant and committed community of learning,” 
Lehmann said in a statement. “Teaching current and future Jewish 
educators, rabbis and cantors, as well as teens and adults, has been a 
great source of joy to me.”

According to the college, Lehmann will take a sabbatical for part 
of the next academic year, during which he will be writing on plural-
ism and Jewish education as well as assisting in a smooth transition 
to new leadership.

A search committee will identify the college’s next president, and 
focus on leadership, vision and long-term sustainability in its selec-
tion process, engaging key stakeholders including board members, 
funders and partners, local and national advisors, and current faculty, 
students and alumni.

“On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I want to thank Rabbi Daniel 
Lehmann for his extraordinary leadership as President of Hebrew 
College,” said Andrew Offit, the newly-elected chairman of the board 
for Hebrew College. 

 continued on page 3

Hebrew College president 
will leave post next year  

Rabbi Daniel L. Lehmann



SALEM – A Jewish children’s 
book program is helping to pre-
serve the richness and vibrancy 
of Jewish culture, one book at a 
time. 

Like families across the US 
and Canada, North Shore fami-
lies who participate in PJ Library 
say the program has influenced 
or supported how they talk 
about and practice Jewish tradi-
tions in their home. 100 percent 
of local families say PJ Library 
helps them have conversations 
about Jewish traditions, values, 
and customs with their children.

PJ Library, the flagship pro-
gram of the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation, delivers more than 
170,000 free Jewish children’s 
books and music CDs each 
month, including to 432 families 
who live in, or who are affiliated 
with a Jewish organization in any 
of 23 communities on the North 
Shore. Books are sent to children 
ages 6 months through 8 years, 
with each subscriber receiving a 
title carefully selected for high-
quality content and age-level 
appropriateness. 

“PJ Library has proven to be 
an excellent connector to the 
Jewish community for Jewish 
and interfaith families with 
young children,” said Robert I. 
Lappin, president of the Lappin 
Foundation, which partners 
with the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation to ensure children 
on the North Shore receive PJ 
Library books as a part of the 
program. “What better way to 
roll out the welcome mat than 
with the gift of free Jewish 
books.”

A newly released survey 
measuring the impact of PJ 
Library finds that the program 
plays an important role in the 
lives of Jewish families regard-

less of background. However, it 
is also more likely to influence 
interfaith families than inmar-
ried families when it comes to 
celebrating Jewish holidays and 
learning more about Judaism. 

Across the US and Canada, 
the majority of interfaith families 
who participate in PJ Library say 
the program has not only spurred 
them to celebrate Jewish holi-
days (64 percent) and Shabbat 
(58 percent), but also encour-
aged them to learn more about 
Judaism (89 percent) and cook 
traditional Jewish food (66 per-
cent). In the North Shore region, 
91 percent of interfaith families 
who participate in PJ Library say 
the program has increased their 
confidence to engage their chil-
dren around Jewish traditions, 
values, and customs. 

“Working to preserve a strong 
Jewish community for future 
generations is at the heart of 
everything we do at the founda-
tion and through PJ Library,” said 
Harold Grinspoon, the founder 
of PJ Library. “Books are a natu-

ral way to invite people into a 
global community and to pass 
values and traditions onto the 
next generation, ensuring our 
children and their children grow 
up connected to their Jewish 
heritage.”

On the North Shore, 33 per-
cent of families who respond-
ed to the PJ Library’s Triennial 
Family Survey are interfaith 
families, while 19 percent have 
a family member who is Jewish 
by choice, according to the 
survey that was conducted in 
December. Across the US and 
Canada, approximately one-
quarter of families participating 
in PJ Library (28 percent) identify 
as interfaith, while one in six (16 
percent) has a family member 
who is Jewish by choice.

Rebecca Spiewak of 
Marblehead, who has two sons 
ages 2 and 3, said her boys 
have the privilege of receiving 

a monthly book from PJ library. 
“They love learning about the 
Jewish holidays and traditions, 
and I love that PJ library is a part 
of that excitement!” exclaimed 
Spiewak. 

PJ Library also provides par-
ticipants the opportunity to 
connect with other families 
in their community through 
events for younger children. 
On the North Shore, 76 percent 
of PJ Library families surveyed 
attended events for Jewish fami-

lies with young children hosted 
by PJ Library or another orga-
nization in the past year. The 
events, which families say they 
usually attended a few times a 
year, included chances to social-
ize and participate in arts and 
crafts, cooking, or book read-
ings. Eighty percent of the par-
ents who went to these events 
say they connected socially with 
other adults they met. 

    With today’s affordable home prices and historically 
low mortgage rates, more young adults are asking for 
help from family and friends to take their first step 
towards home ownership. Last year, according to the 
National Association of Realtors, 36% of first-time 

buyers paid the down payment on their home with a financial gift from 
their parents or other family.

Loans are harder to get in this economic climate, so it helps if you can 
present a significant down payment to the lender. A 20 percent down pay-
ment also means you don’t have to pay private mortgage insurance (PMI).  
If you want to help your child make a home purchase, you and your spouse 
can each give $13,000 tax-free per year to your child, and another $13,000 
each to his or her spouse.

Helping your children move into their own homes is every parent’s 
dream. Be sure to talk with a qualified financial advisor to see how to give 
this special gift without tax penalties.

experience is the difference.
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS

on all aspects of buying or selling real estate 
at 781-367-8150

Phyllis levin
on Real estate
gift your child with  

a down payment

 www.phyllislevin.com phyllislevin@comcast.net (781) 367-8150
 website email cell

phyllis levin
CRS    GRI    CBR

  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JULY 13, 2017 3

Global children’s book program helps North Shore  
parents pass Jewish values, beliefs, onto their children
Across the US and Canada, PJ Library strengthens Jewish engagement of interfaith families

Lior and Jonah Spiewak, of Marblehead. 

continued on page 12

Rabbi Lehmann 
arrived at the college 
in 2008 and helped 
institute programs 
that addressed the 
needs of an evolv-
ing Jewish world 
– including online 
graduate degrees in 
Jewish Education 
and Jewish Studies, 
an intensive three-
year cantorial ordi-
nation program, and 
positioning the college as a pioneer in interfaith and interreligious 
programs. 

He managed to enhance Hebrew College’s financial stability, and 
strengthen its relationships with funders, community leaders, and 
partner organizations, as well as forge new partnerships with other 
Boston-area institutions of higher learning, including Northeastern 
University, Lesley University, and most recently, the Boston 
University School of Theology. During his tenure, Hebrew College 
became the first non-Christian member of the Boston Theological 
Institute, a consortium of nine graduate schools of theology. He 
strengthened relationships with local and national organizations 
and, in partnership with Combined Jewish Philanthropies, Hebrew 
College’s Me’ah program blossomed into a variety of initiatives 
designed to serve a broader range of Jewish adults. In addition, the 
College’s teen programs are shaping the future of Jewish leadership 
and philanthropy and building strong ties to Jewish life and lifelong 
learning.

Further expanding Hebrew College’s reach, Rabbi Lehmann 
emphasized and nurtured its relationship with Israel, broadening 
partnerships and collaborations with institutions in Israel, and 
spearheading the formulation of the college’s Israel Statement.

 
 

Hebrew College president 
from page 2



Laurel Grauer, one of those 
ejected, told the Journal by 
phone, “one of the Dyke March 
Collective’s representatives told 
me this was an explicitly anti-
Zionist march, and my flag was 
making people feel unsafe.”

Grauer has carried the same 
flag, which is from her con-
gregation and celebrates her 
“queer, Jewish identity,” for over 

a decade. “The only difference 
this year is I was asked to leave,” 
she said.

The hint of trouble started 
before the march when Grauer 
noticed anti-Zionist comments 
on the Dyke March Collective’s 
social media pages and con-
tacted Alex Martinez, its core 
organizer, to let her know she 
intended to march with her flag 
as she always had. 

Martinez assured her that the 
march was not anti-Jewish and 

that there shouldn’t be an issue. 
All was fine until the march 

concluded at a nearby park, 
where the rally continued with 
a barbecue and other activities. 

Grauer stepped off the march 
and onto the green still hold-
ing her flag. “That’s when I was 
approached by several people 
telling me I had to put away my 
flag or leave,” she said.

“This is a community I care a 
great deal about,” Grauer said. 
“The way I had demonstrated 

my Jewish and gay pride for so 
long was being silenced because 
of some people’s conceptions of 
Israel.” 

The annual Dyke March 
attracted some 1,500 people 
this year. It is billed as a more 
inclusive event than the larger 
Chicago Pride Parade, held days 
later. 

In its official statement issued 
three days later, the Dyke March 
Collective reasserted its anti-
Zionist platform. 

“Zionism is an inherently 
white-supremacist ideology. We 
welcome and include people of 
all identities, but not all ide-
ologies … We welcome Jewish 
allies and marchers who are as 
invested in liberation as we are,” 
the statement said.

“The Chicago Dyke March 
Collective is explicitly not anti-
Semitic, we are anti-Zionist,” 
the statement continued. “The 
Chicago Dyke March Collective 
supports the liberation of 
Palestine and oppressed people 
everywhere.

“From Palestine to Mexico, 
border walls have to go!!”

Reaction from the local, 
national and international 
Jewish communities was swift 
and united, labeling the Dyke 

March’s action as anti-Semitic. 
Locally, Robert Trestan, the 

Anti-Defamation League’s 
New England regional direc-
tor, decried what he saw as a 
political litmus test designed to 
exclude Jews from what is sup-
posed to be an inclusive event. 

“They’re creating their own 
definition of Zionism to fit their 
political purposes,” he said. 

Although disheartened by the 
experience, Grauer sees a sil-
ver lining. “People see there is 
more than one way to perceive 
a term or an identity, whether it 
be pro-Israel or pro-Palestinian, 
Zionist or anti-Zionist,” she said. 
“I think it’s a touch point for a 
new conversation that needed 
to happen and maybe that’s why 
this story was picked up, and 
continues to be covered, by so 
many communities.”

In stark contrast to the 
stormy Chicago march, a kind-
er, gentler ocean breeze waft-
ed over the June 24 Salem Gay 
Pride March, where members of 
Beverly’s Temple B’nai Abraham 
and a new group, Jew(ish) Tribe 
for Pride, were among the over 
10,000 participants. 

Those interviewed had noth-
ing but praise and gratitude 
towards North Shore Pride, 
the six-year-old nonprofit that 
sponsors the parade.

“What happened at the 
Chicago Dyke March is unset-
tling and I believe anti-Semitic 
and it demands our attention, 
but it is not what happens here,” 
said Temple B’nai Abraham 
Rabbi Alison Adler.

This is the third year the 
temple has marched as a Jewish 
organization and the second 
year members wore labels with 
the same rainbow Jewish star 
that has long been a symbol 
of LGBTQ Jewish identity and 
pride. No one has said anything 
about it except, ‘thank you,’ ” 
Rabbi Adler said.

Sandy Freiberg, a Beverly resi-
dent and Temple B’nai Abraham 
vice president, marched for the 
first time this year and found 
the experience encouraging and 
powerful, “in large part due to 
the fact that I was simultane-
ously celebrating my gay and 
Jewish identities,” he said.

All of which is music to 
North Shore Pride president and 
founder Hope Watt-Bucci’s ears. 

“The premise of our organi-
zation is really building commu-
nity with pride, so we’re all about 
inclusivity,” she said. She started 
North Shore Pride six years ago 
as a result of hate crimes against 
members of the LGBTQ com-
munity. 

North Shore Pride is purpose-
fully apolitical, Watt-Bucci said.

Rabbi Adler seconds that. 
“North Shore Pride’s theme this 
year was ‘Stronger Together’ – 
and they live by it,” she said.

4 THE JEWISH JOURNAL MA – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JULY 13, 2017 

Harriet Abel
Barry & Rosalyn Abrams
Barbara Abramson
Joan & Joseph Ackerstein
Ellen & Dick Alexander
Mary Ann Alfond
Irving Bacherman
Nancy Baer in memory of 

Beverly Leffler
Cantor Marilyn & Stanley 

Becker
Norman Berkowitz
Leo Berman
Amy Cohn & Seth Berman
Marina Berman & Michael 

Rachman
Evelyn & Arthur Bernstein
Emilia Black
Bernice Bornstein
Joyce Bornstein
Rosaline Brenner
Betty Brenner
Domenic Centofanti & 

Rhonda Fogel
Mel & Lori Chandler
Tom & Suzie Cheatham
Louise Chudnofsky
Lloyd & Joan Clayman
Marvin & Phyllis Clopper
Marcia Cohen
Barbara Cohen
Howard S Cohen
Mitchell Comins
Susan Couris
Carol Denbo
Janice E Devito
Lynda & John Diamond
John & Ann Doherty
Paula Dollin
Eileen & Ralph Edelstein
Susan Hacker & James 

Farnan
Khava Fekson

Aaron Figelman
Arthur J Finkelstein
Inga Finks
Elaine & Marty Fisher
Robert T Flachbart
William P. Flaxer
Frances Fleit
Amy & Adam Forman
Ida Freedman
Max & Linda Freedman
Eleanor Freeman
Dick Freeman
Leonard Friedman
Carol & Larry Garber
Mr & Mrs Frederick 

Gardner
Millie Garfield
Phyllis & Jim Gato
Rabbi Myron & Eileen 

Geller
Gloria Gerrig
Thelma Gibbs
John & Rhonda Gilberg
Anne Gilman
Gloria Madow Glazer
Leslie & Michael 

Goldberg
Ruth Goldenberg
Louis Goldish
Marion Goldman
Lee & Frank Goldman
Carolyn Goldman
Francine Goldstein  

in memory of  
Marvin Goldstein

Phyllis & Robert Grant
Annette Green
Herb Greenbaum
Linda & David Harris
Saul & Betty Heller
Gigi Hooker
Lois Jacobs
Haskell & Joanne Jaffe

Donna & Spencer Kagan
Lillian Kallman in memory 

of Marian Kamins
Marcia Kamin
Gregory & Klara 

Kapilevich
Norma Kaplan
Crasella Kaplan
Natalie Katz
Candy Katz
Peter Kaufman
Susan Keithe
Barry & Lynn Kepnes
Don Klabin
Sandy & Ron Lappin
Susn B Leafer
Irene & Jonathan Leamon
David Lebwohl & Glenda 

Donovan
Lois & Sherman Lein  

in honor of the birth 
of our great-grandson 
Landon Needelman

Gloria Leiter
Shlomo Lerner
Merle & Lester Levenbaum
Ruth Levin
Barbara & Joel Levine
Marty Levine
Stephen & Cyndy Levy
Joan C Lewis
Lois Liberman
Paul Linsay & Roni Lipton
Roberta Liss
Mr & Mrs Max London
Linda & Daniel Magalnick
Estelle R Marshall
Burton Matross
E J Medross
Barbara Meyer
Mark & Karen Meyer
Nancy & Herb Miller
Judy & Mel Myerow

Arnold Nadler
Matthew Needle
Rosalee & Rich Newburg
Ellie Noah in memory 

of my dear husband 
Harold

Arlene Nyman
Phyllis Patkin
Drs Barry & Lisa Paul
Jackson Paul
Bill & Donna Poires
Mel Pollack
Priscilla T Quigley
Elena & Edward Rasner
Susan B Reed
Robert & Ruth Remis
Harry & Lynda Rich
Rozanne & Herman 

Richman
Barbara & Jerry Rodman
Harriet Rosenblatt  

in memory of my 
beloved husband 
Steven Rosenblatt

Irwin & Jane Rosenston
Neil & Estelle Rostoff
Arthur Rubenstein  

in remembrance of 
my wife Ellen Covitz 
Rubenstein

Nancy Rubin
Henry & Sandra Salem
Jeanne Sandler
Lois Sargent
Gloria G Sax
Stephen Saxe
Jack & Esther 

Schlusselberg
Fran & Irving Schulman
Phyllis Seltser in memory 

of my beloved husband 
Gerry

Richard & Joan Shaffer

Beverly & Sonny Shapiro
Lillian L Shapiro
Margie Shapiro
Louis Shoer
Ronnie & Jason Shrinsky
Margaret Simons
Caryn & Sam Sloan
Edward Snow & Ida 

Bershad
Benjamin & Edith Spector
Arlene & Jack Stahl
Milton I Steller
Cynthia Sterman
Rosalind & Myron Stone 

in memory of my 
husband Stanley 
Stopper

Matthew & Allison Swartz
Fruma Tanzer
Cynthia Titlebaum
Brenda & Ralph Tracey
Neil Trainor
Joe & Anita Valof
Faith & Eric Vandusen
Phillip Vedol
Phyllis Vigoda
Vogel Family
Barbara R Weiner  

in memory of  
Leonard M Rosenthal

Irene Weinstein
Lewis & Reggie Weinstein
David & Bella Westerman
Martha Wilcon
Charles Wilson
Phyllis Winer
Judith Wise in memory of 

Norman Wise
Sam & Ellen Yaffe
Ellen Zellner

And thank you to all 
our anonymous donors

Thank you for donating to The Jewish Journal during the month of June, 2017

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington St., Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Closed Saturdays

154 Atlantic Avenue
Marblehead, MA 01945

1-800-432-0304  • 1-781-631-0303

Stowaway Sweets

Candy for  
All Occasions!

AMEX        DISCOVER        MC        VISA
617-738-3354

michaelsdelibrookline.com

256 Harvard St., Brookline

To advertise,  
contact Lois:  

lois@jewishjournal.org 
or call  

978-745-4111

Event 
Planning

PROFESSIONAL ENTERTAINMENT
& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE

978.535.0770
www.cohenproductions.com

HIGH ENERGY,  
NOT OVER THE TOP

Cohen
Productions

Cohen
Productions

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

Dyke March
from page 1

Jew(ish) Tribe for Pride, of the North Shore, participated in the June 
24 Salem pride march. 
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Every year, the Ruderman 
family asks the staff of the seven 
area Orthodox day schools to 
select one outstanding student 
from their graduating class who 
contributes to the Jewish com
munity by helping others. The 
student should exemplify the 
values of Rose Ruderman, a kind, 
compassionate person who 
consistently sought to improve 
the lives of friends, family, and 
members of her community. 

The Rose Ruderman Schol
arship Award, now in its ninth 
year, is presented annu
ally by the Ruderman Family 
Foundation and Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies in remem
brance of Rose. The award grew 
out of a 10year effort to boost 
Orthodox Jewish school edu
cation by the Ruderman fam
ily, who first established a need
based scholarship endowment 
in Rose’s name in 1999.

The $1,000 scholarship award 
– to be used toward future Jewish 
education – is presented to each 
student at a special ceremony.

“Rose was always doing for 
family, friends, and the com
munity. She set a great exam
ple about the things that are 
most important in life,” says her 
granddaughter, Sharon Shapiro, 
who hosted the awards recep
tion with her husband, Rony, 
at their home in Brookline. The 
Ruderman family, including 
Marcia Ruderman, Jay and Shira 
Ruderman, and several of Rose 
Ruderman’s greatgrandchil
dren, attended the celebration 
along with community leaders, 
heads of school, family, and 
friends. 

“This is an opportunity to be 
able to reflect upon my relation
ship with my grandmother and 
to be able to share her special 
traits,” said Sharon. “There is 
nothing more meaningful than 
to be able to see these traits in 
the recipients. This is a special 
group of children and young 
adults who are being recognized 
for being good and decent peo
ple who try to help others.” 

Alan Oliff, CJP’s director of 
Special Programs, said Rose 
would have been proud of all 
of the students who received 
the award given in her name. 
“They’re going to contribute 
to the world and they’re going 
to change the world,” he said. 
“These students exemplify the 

values that Rose embodied.”
 After a welcome from Sharon 

Shapiro and remarks from CJP 
Executive Vice President Gil 
Preuss, awards were presented 
to each student by a leader from 
each school. 

This year’s recipients include:
Liel Shkap (Torah Academy). 

Liel is committed to her family 
and involved in her community. 
A leader in the Malden commu
nity, Liel models tefilah, simcha, 
and a commitment to yiddish
keit. 

Ella Saks (Striar Hebrew 
Academy of Sharon). Ella is 
very involved in student coun
cil and is a founding member 
of the school’s Yachad club. Ella 
worked tirelessly (even during 
nonschool hours) to help design 
and build the school’s new com
munity garden. She helps out at 
home with her younger siblings 
and is always looking out for the 
younger students in school. She 
goes out of her way to play and 
make friends with them.

Esther Matsa (Shaloh House 

Jewish Day School). Esther has 
repeatedly demonstrated herself 
to be a shining example of a Bat 
Melech who exudes patience 
and generosity with her peers, 
superb knowledge of many 
areas of Judaism, and genuine 
respect toward her teachers and 
elders. She is a pleasure to have 
in the academic arena of the 
classroom and a good friend in 
the social scene on the play
ground.

Devorah Davydov (New 
England Hebrew Academy). 
Devorah, much like her two 
older siblings who received this 
distinction in previous years, 
possesses middos tovos, which 
she demonstrates toward young 
and old, inside and outside 
the academic setting. Devorah 

sends daily reminders for home
work and assignment deadlines 
to classmates, amongst many 
kindnesses she does to help her 
friends; she is always respectful 
to her teachers and responsi
bly carries out everything that 
comes her way. While visiting 
the elderly with her peers, she 
volunteers to deliver holiday 
stories and messages in Russian 
to the Russian residents. She is 
loved by children to whom she 
so preciously relates, and enter
tains them in shul with a sparkle 
and enthusiasm, allowing moth
ers to daven. She is also a tre
mendous asset to her mother, 
baking, cooking, and paving the 
way for her younger siblings 
who look up to her.
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Mon-Sat: 6am - 9pm  ~  Sunday: 6am - 8pm

expires August 31, 2017
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Photo by Irene Perlman
2017 Rose Ruderman Scholarship Award Winners (left to right): Ella 
Saks, Striar Hebrew Academy of Sharon; Yisroel Hefter, Mesivta 
High School; Jay Ruderman; Liel Shkap, Torah Academy; Marcia 
Ruderman; Sharon Shapiro; Devorah Davydov, New England Hebrew 
Academy; Annika Tarlin, Bais Yaakov of Boston High; Hadassah 
Stanhill, Maimonides School.

Rose Ruderman Scholarship Award honors  
new generation of students for kindness, compassion

continued on page 10
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I was struck by the symbol-
ism of Devra Sari Zabot’s photo 
of master woodworker Sam 
Katz’s ark at the bimah – por-
trayed with the first Orthodox 
woman rabbi, Lila Kagedan – for 
Shelley A. Sackett’s article on the 
Walnut Street Shul. (“Chelsea’s 
historic Walnut Street Shul pre-
serves a future,” June 15).

In my imagination, through 
the years, I have occasionally 
visualized Expressionist-like 
interpretations similar to the 
Ashkenazic synagogue imagery 
painted by Hyman Bloom in 
the early 1940s and again dur-
ing the 1990s. Had Hyman, who 
spent most of his life in Greater 
Boston, had the opportuni-

ty to paint a portrait of Rabbi 
Kadegan embracing the Torah, 
I am sure he would have fully 
enjoyed the honor. 

I am pleased to learn that 
the shul is thriving within ever 
diversifying Chelsea, where my 
grandfather, Philip Falk, grew 
up. Were my grandfather alive in 
2017, he would have been very 
proud that a shul in Chelsea 
had appointed the first woman 
to serve an Orthodox congre-
gation. Grandpa Phil would 
already be incorporating this 
event into his treasury of mem-
orable Chelsea tales. 

Richard Freeman
Chestnut Hill 

I was very fortunate to 
have been able to attend Shep 
Simons’ funeral and listen to 
wonderful stories about my 
devoted, dedicated, and opti-
mistic friend. 

I first met Shep in 1945 when 
I was 15 years old. At that time, I 
belonged to Lynn AZA No. 471 
at the JCC on Market Street. 
Arnold Kline, Harvey Levin, 
Chuck Shapiro, Donny Fried-
man, and I with so many others 
greatly benefited from the men-
torship of Shep and Bob Harris. 
These two guys worked night 
and day trying to build our 
character. They were so instru-
mental in making sure my 
friends and I became good citi-
zens, setting us out on the right 
track in life.

About 10 years ago, Shep 
introduced Jake Segal when he 
was honored for his work with 
Israel Bonds. When Jake told me 
that Shep was going to intro-
duce him, I called Jake and told 

him that most of our communi-
ty did not know how important 
Shep was in advising teenagers 
in the 1940s and 1950s. Jake 
gave me three minutes at that 
event so I could tell people how 
much Shep had done to shape 
our community.

I can still see Shep’s influence 
in the way Arnold Kline, Jake 
Segal, and I still do all we can to 
support the Jewish Community 
Center of the North Shore, and 
hopefully inspire the younger 
generation to continue to work 
to make the JCC a wonderful 
place to be. 

Shep was the most optimistic 
person I knew, and he always 
made us feel very important.

He once told me I was going 
to be better than Harry Agganis. 

How wrong he was, but he 
made me feel so good. I loved 
Shep Simons.

Jack Stahl
Lynn

An image that blends the past with the future

Fond memories of Shep Simons

By Jack Beermann

As expected, 
the legal battle 
over President 

Donald Trump’s 
Executive Orders 
suspending entry of 
aliens from six pre-
dominantly Muslim 
countries has moved to the 
Supreme Court. Not only did the 

Court agree to 
hear the govern-
ment’s appeals of 

preliminary injunctions issued 
by lower courts, the Court also 
allowed important aspects of 
President Trump’s orders to take 
immediate effect while the litiga-
tion is pending.

The scope of the Supreme 
Court’s order was somewhat 
unclear, which has led to more 
litigation over its implementa-
tion. Further, the Court did not 
comment on the merits of the 
challenges, making it impossible 
to predict whether the Court will 
agree with the lower courts that 
President Trump’s campaign 
statements promising a “Muslim 
ban” can be used against him to 
prove that the Executive Orders 
were illegal religious discrimi-
nation. 

Recall that two federal Courts 
of Appeals, one in Virginia and 
another in California, affirmed 
preliminary injunctions against 
President Trump’s second 
Executive Order on immigration. 
Both lower courts found that the 
challengers were likely to suc-
ceed in their attempts to gain 
permanent relief. The court in 
Virginia relied extensively on the 
president’s campaign statements 
to conclude that the order was 
motivated by animus against 
Muslims and thus violated the 
First Amendment’s provisions on 
religious rights. The California 
court found that President 
Trump’s order violated a statu-
tory ban on discrimination con-
tained in the Immigration and 
Nationality Act. 

While the California court 
found the administration’s 
national security justifications 

factually insufficient, 
the Virginia court 
went a step further, 
finding that the presi-
dent’s invocation of 
national security was 
a bad faith smoke-
screen for intentional 
discrimination against 
Muslims.

To no one’s surprise, the 
Supreme Court granted the 
Trump administration’s request 
to hear its appeals from these 
decisions, setting the cases 
for hearing with the Court’s 
first batch of arguments next 
October. The government also 
requested that the Court stay the 
enforcement of the lower courts’ 
orders, and here is where the 
Court’s June 26 order got inter-
esting and messy. 

When a court decides wheth-
er to grant a preliminary injunc-
tion, it considers the likelihood 
that the challengers will succeed 
on the merits, the relative hard-
ship to the parties before the 
court, and the public interest, 
here in preserving national secu-
rity. The Supreme Court found 
that the lower courts should not 
have considered hardship to 
anyone other than persons and 
institutions already inside the 
United States. The Court found 
that some of the plaintiffs in the 
US would suffer sufficient hard-
ship if the president’s order was 
allowed to take effect and that 
therefore the travel ban “may 
not be enforced against foreign 
nationals who have a credible 
claim of a bona fide relation-
ship with a person or entity in 
the US.” 

As examples, the Court cited 
two individual plaintiffs, one 
whose wife and another whose 
mother-in-law were subject to 
the travel ban, and the University 
of Hawaii – where admitted stu-
dents were subject to the ban. As 
to foreigners without bona fide 
relationships with a US person 
or institution, the Court allowed 
the travel ban to take effect. 

Justices Thomas, Alito, and 
Gorsuch declared separately 
that they would have gone even 

further and allowed the entire 
travel ban to go into effect, 
even with regard to aliens with 
a bona fide relationship with 
a US resident. (This and other 
recent decisions indicate that 
new Justice Gorsuch will be a 
reliable member of the Court’s 
conservative wing.)

Following the Court’s deci-
sion, the Trump administration 
issued guidelines limiting bona 
fide personal relationships to 
“spouses, parents, children, sib-
lings, or sons- and daughters-in-
law.” According to the political 
news website The Hill, this led 
the State of Hawaii, one of the 
plaintiffs in the original case, to 
challenge the administration’s 
interpretation, claiming that the 
Court’s decision should be read 
to include “fiancés, grandpar-
ents, grandchildren, brothers-in-
law, sisters-in-law, aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews, and cousins 
of people currently living in the 
US” as persons with bona fide 
relationships entitled to enter 
despite the travel ban. A fed-
eral judge in Hawaii denied the 
challenge, and this issue remains 
unresolved.

Because the Court’s order did 
not devote even a single word to 
the merits of whether President 
Trump violated the Constitution 
or exceeded his statutory powers 
when he issued the travel ban, 
it is difficult to predict what will 
happen when the Court hears 
the case in October. The Court 
did not even mention, much less 
discuss, the controversy over 
whether the lower courts prop-
erly used President Trump’s cam-
paign statements about Muslims 
against him to prove discrimina-
tory intent. Because the travel 
ban is temporary, the Court may 
be hoping that by the time the 
fall rolls around, it will all be over 
and it won’t have to rule on the 
merits of the challenges.  

Jack Beermann is profes-
sor of law at Boston University 
School of Law, where he special-
izes in Separation of Powers, 
Administrative Law, and Civil 
Rights Litigation.

The president’s travel ban and the Supreme Court

The recent words 
and symbols 
of hate painted 

on the wall of the 
Marblehead causeway 
reminds us that despite 
educational efforts 
by elected officials, 
interfaith organizations, 
task forces, and the 
Anti-Defamation 
League, there are still 
those who seek to 
divide our community 
by marginalizing and 
bullying minorities. 
While the graffiti 
offended many, it served 
to remind North Shore 
residents that hate speech would not be 
tolerated. Two days after it was discovered, a 
phalanx of interfaith clergy, and local and state 
elected officials – along with the police chiefs 
from Marblehead and Swampscott – stood in 

solidarity against the 
hate speech at a rally 
attended by over 200.

Given the North 
Shore’s long history 
of exclusion – from 
area golf courses 
to beach and yacht 
clubs, to restricted 
neighborhoods that 
banned Jews and 
other minorities – 
the response by law 
enforcement and elected 
officials was another 
reminder that times 
had changed, and that 
the community takes 
hate speech seriously. 

The incident also serves as a reminder that 
we must continue to take a proactive role in 
promoting tolerance and civil discourse. And 
when those who hate, or seek to blame or bully 
the innocent, we must not be silent.

ANALYSIS

In the wake of hate,  
we cannot be silent 
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By Catherine Parnell

From where I stood, I could 
see the gleaming lake, 
framed by the chuppah. 

Guests assembled under a tent, 
music swelled, and moments 
before my husband and I walked 
our son down the aisle, I turned 
to my firstborn, and asked, 
“Where’s your kippah?”

“I’m not Jewish,” he replied. 
Later, his wife told me she 

respects his decision not to wear 
a kippah as much as he respects 
her faith. And it pleases me that 
their children, if and when they 
have them, will be raised as Jews. 
As the poet Ezra Pound said, 
“What thou lovest well is thy true 
heritage.” 

Supported by their love for 
one another, my son and his wife 
will call on their heritages and 
their beliefs, and pass them on 
to their children. That they are 
free to do this fills me with joy, 
because elsewhere and other-
wise, religious freedom is cur-

tailed or nonexistent. Religion 
cannot be regulated; it is a mani-
festation of identity and under-
standing, a conviction based on 
history, education, a leap of faith, 
and an acceptance of doubt … 
Does God exist?

Define God.
I’m no religious scholar, nor 

do I identify with any particu-
lar faith, although I was raised 
in the Episcopal Church. By the 
time I was 14, I rejected the Holy 
Trinity and embraced the idea 
of an unknown divine. I left the 
church, only to make a brief 
appearance when my sons were 
born. They were baptized in the 
Episcopal Church, but their reli-
gious studies were more focused 
on the mysteries of creation, 
mysteries that paved the way to 
an examination of existence. 

Now my children are in their 
20s, and neither one identifies 
with conventional religion. My 
boys were gifted with freedom 
of informed choice, to respect 
the beliefs of others, to revel in 

the glories of the natural world, 
and to seek meaning in all 
they did. We celebrated Easter 
and Passover, Christmas and 
Hanukkah, and many other holy 
days and religious observances, 
including Ramadan. 

Our house was filled with 
symbols of faith: Ganesh, 
Buddha, a Celtic cross, miniature 
portraits of the Madonna and 
Child, a mezuzah, Ojibwe art, 
dreamcatchers, and prayer rugs. 
Each religious holiday opened a 
window on the world and pre-
sented me with an opportuni-
ty to teach my children about 
faith, devotion, symbolism, and 
acceptance. They knew the bib-
lical and First Nations creation 
stories as well as the stories of 
Aslan, Bilbo Baggins, and Luke 
Skywalker. 

As a parent, I prepared my 
children for a multicultural 
world with a multitude of faiths. 
They would find their own god, 
their own philosophical pre-
cepts, their own definition of the 

divine, just as I did. And just as 
I did, they would never reject 
another human being for adher-
ing to their religion. 

The dictionary defines religion 
as “a personal set or institutional-
ized system of religious attitudes, 
beliefs, and practices” and in 
the end, that’s what we all have 
to do – find a guide to life. My 
“attitudes, beliefs and practices” 
transform and inform my daily 
interactions, and now that my 
son has married a Jewish woman, 
I feel closer to an understanding 
of the divine than I have in 20 
or 30 years. Part of this may be 
due to the warm welcome I’ve 
received from my daughter-in-
law’s family, part may be due to 
an affirmation of the importance 
of family, and a big part is due, 
quite simply, to my observation 
that my son is deeply in love, and 
that love colors everything in my 
life, that love gives birth to family.

My religion, then, might be 
defined as love. Love the divine, 
for the mysteries of creation 

can be explained no other way. 
Judaism, and the history of those 
who practice that faith, has 
come under attack for centuries, 
and there’s no need to go into the 
atrocities here. But as my daugh-
ter-in-law said, she feels lucky to 
be here, given those who are not, 
and I am truly blessed that she 
is here with me and my family, 
and most especially, that she is 
my son’s life partner. We are all 
on a journey, seeking spirituality, 
wisdom, grace, and inspiration. 
We go into the light and leave 
the door open for the divine. We 
are, as those who came before 
us, restless for truth, civility, care 
in human engagement, honesty, 
and integrity.

And I will go on that journey 
with my new Jewish family, for 
they have done much to restore 
my faith in the goodness of my 
fellow human beings.

Catherine Parnell is a writing 
and editing consultant who lives 
in the Greater Boston area.

At home with my new Jewish family

By Anat Hoffman

JERUSALEM – Israel is a state born of 
a dream. Our founding fathers and 
mothers were avid dreamers. Their 

“dream muscle” worked overtime. But 
even they, who imagined utopia, real-
ized that one of the biggest challenges of 
Israel would be the role of the religious 
establishment in the Jewish state.

Now, after seven decades of having 
a sovereign state, we have not success-
fully confronted this bone of contention. 
Israel’s ultra-Orthodox monopoly over 
religious services has had a dramatic 
effect on the children and grandchildren 
of our pioneering dreamers. Israelis have 
lost the ability to dream a different way 
to be Jewish.

The great wrong done by the ultra-
Orthodox monopoly is that it robbed us 
of that “dream muscle.” Many Israelis 
can’t imagine a divorce that is done in a 
civil court instead of the Rabbinate. They 
are unable to imagine a different way to 
be buried, or married, to keep kashrut, 
be converted, or pray at the Wall.

Secular politicians have yielded 
again and again to the religious par-
ties’ demands for a deeper and more 
complete hold on all religious affairs in 
Israel. The consequences of the tighten-
ing monopoly are devastating to ortho-
doxy, to Israel, and to Judaism. A prime 
example of this is the rise and fall of the 
agreement around the Kotel (Western 
Wall). 

After 25 years of struggle for gender 
equality and religious pluralism at the 
Wall, it was decided by Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu that it was time 
to “find a solution.” In other words, to 
dream a new reality in the holiest site for 
the Jewish People. Our job was to dream 
together how the Kotel could embrace 
all Jews. 

The agreement we came up with 
took three years to write. Even though 
it is written in legalese, it has a poetic, 
inspiring overtone: “Local custom at the 
Southern Plaza of the Kotel will be based 
on the principles of religious pluralism 
and gender quality. Prayer in that site 
will be egalitarian.” Section 4 Bet Dalid 

1. “Religious pluralism,” “gender equal-
ity,” and “egalitarian” have never been 
written in a government document in 
Israel regarding religion. All sides of the 
agreement had to compromise to reach 
it. It was adopted by the Israeli govern-
ment by a majority of 15 to 5 on January 
31, 2016. 

It became immediately clear that PM 
Netanyahu did not intend to implement 
the agreement. Three weeks ago, he gave 
the final blow and had the government 
“freeze” it. Usually the freezing of equal-
ity for religious purposes goes unnoticed 
in Israel, but not this time. This time 
the Jewish Diaspora refused to give up 
on the dream of the Kotel as a place 
hospitable to all. The dramatic, vigor-
ous voice of Diaspora Jews proved that 
the “dream muscle” still functions in the 
Jewish world. 

Millions of Jews who believe in the 
possibilities offered by the agreement 
jumped out of their skin, reminding 
Israelis that we must also join in and 
fight the religious establishment and 
our secular politicians’ cynical surren-

der to it. The Israel Religious Action 
Center, the Reform Movement in Israel, 
the Conservative Movement in Israel, 
Women of the Wall, and many other 
partners held a demonstration of thou-
sands outside the PM’s home. Suddenly, 
we realized that “learned helplessness” 
can be unlearned. The combined power 
of dreamers here and abroad can make 
the government reverse its misguided 
decision. 

If we show resilience, we may all live 
to see the implementation of the Kotel 
Agreement. After we liberate the Wall, 
we may find that we can and want to 
demand freedom of choice in marriage 
and divorce, choice in kashrut inspec-
tion, and a whole variety of religious 
services which add up to the simple 
notion that there is more than one way 
to be Jewish.

Anat Hoffman is the executive director 
of the Israel Religious Action Center. IRAC 
is the legal and advocacy arm of the 
Israeli Reform Movement. She is also the 
board chair for Women of the Wall. 

We can still dream
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The Juvenile Aid Scholarship 
Organization recently awarded 
grants to 12 deserving students 
to help defray their college 
expenses. Funds are primarily 
raised at the group’s scholarship 
luncheon, held annually at The 
Hawthorne Hotel in Salem.

In addition, memorial schol-
arships are given by family 
members to honor loved ones. 

This year, the following endow-
ments were awarded in memory 
of Harriet Diamond, Howard 
Steven Feffer, Janice Frisch, 
Marnell Goodman, Harry and 
Hariette Liftman, Helen Miller, 
Alan Perlow, Robin Pearl, 
Barbara Snow, Anita Barkan, 
Sherman Kramer and Joseph 
Lerner.

GRANTS GIVEN BY JUVENILE AID  
SCHOLARSHIP ORGANIZATION

Recipients of Juvenile Aid Scholarship Organization’s endowments.

Hundreds attended a ribbon-cutting celebra-
tion in honor of the newly renovated Chelsea 
Jewish Nursing Home (CJNH) on June 21. The 
flagship property of Chelsea Jewish Lifecare (CJL) 
recently completed a $16 million renovation, with 
kitchens on every floor, warm and spacious gath-
ering spaces and an abundance of glass and natu-
ral light. The residence also features a new café, 
rehab gym, chapel and courtyard. It is a far cry 
from a traditional nursing home.

Founded in 1919 by Lena Goldberg, the original 
goal of CJNH was to create a welcoming home 

for neighboring elders. Now, nearly 100 years 
later, the concept has come full circle. “We came 
back to the home atmosphere that our founder, 
Mrs. Goldberg, originally had in mind when she 
remodeled a multi-family home in Chelsea to care 
for the elderly,” stated Adam Berman, President of 
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare.

Pictured from left to right: Gilda Richman, CJL 
Chairman of the Board; Betsy Mullen, CJL Chief 
Operating Officer; Ed Stewart, Chelsea Jewish 
Nursing Home Executive Director; Adam Berman, 
CJL President; Barry Berman, CJL CEO.

$16 MILLION RENOVATION AT CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME COMPLETED

Amy I. Kolodny, of Pompano 
Beach, Florida received a 
Doctorate in Instructional 
Leadership and Reading from 
Nova Southeastern University. 
Amy, a 1998 graduate of 
Danvers High School, received 
a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
University of Rhode Island. She 
received a Master’s of Science 
degree in Reading and English 
as a Second Language from 
Nova Southeastern University. 
She is currently a teacher in 
the Palm Beach County School 
system in Florida. Amy is the 
daughter of Natalie and Steve 
Kolodny of Middleton and the 
sister of Craig and Leah Kolodny 
of Foxboro.

KOLODNY EARNS  
HER PhD

Brianna S. Nadelberg has 
been appointed director of 
development for Hadassah 
Northeast (HNE), announced 
David Pasternack, chief develop-
ment officer for Hadassah, the 
Women’s Zionist Organization 
of America, Inc. (HWZOA). 
Nadelberg’s position will focus 
primarily on major gifts devel-
opment and she will be working 
closely with the HNE leadership, 
donors and volunteers.

A native of Newton, Nadelberg 
brings 25 years of nonprofit 
experience to Had assah, with an 
expertise in major giving, corpo-
rate and foundation relations, 
stewardship and development 
operations. For the past nine years, she was director of development 
at REACH Beyond Domestic Violence, where she directed and man-
aged all aspects of the organization’s fundraising strategies and 
efforts. 

Married with two children, Nadelberg is an active member of 
Temple Isaiah in Lexington, where she serves on the development 
committee and is part of the Young Sisterhood Leadership.

HADASSAH NORTHEAST APPOINTS 
NADELBERG DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Congregation Sons of 
Israel in Peabody held their 
Annual Congregational 
Meeting and Election on 
June 4. Officers elected are 
pictured from left to right: 
Richard Dinkin, ritual direc-
tor; Susan Dinkin, record-
ing secretary; Barbara Sigel, 
corresponding secretary; 
Rosalyn Abrams, president; 
Sheri Olans Wright, trea-
surer; Robert Wright, vice 
president; Harriet Polonsky, 
financial secretary.

CONGREGATION SONS 
OF ISRAEL CHOOSES 

NEW OFFICERS

The Jewish Journal is happy to print news of your simchas  
at no charge. Text may be edited for style or length.  

Photos will be used if space permits.

Send your information to Steve at  
rosenberg@jewishjournal.org, subject: “People.”
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Nancy Leffler
BA, M. Ed

781 913 9790
neff44@aol.com

“Welcome to Jerusalem 
and welcome to Israel,” Israeli 
President Reuven Rivlin told a 
crowd of some 30,000 people 
last week at Jerusalem’s Teddy 
Stadium during the opening 
ceremony. “Welcome home and 
welcome to the thousands of 
wonderful athletes that came to 
join us from 80 different coun-
tries.”

The Maccabiah Games, 
which are dubbed the “Jewish 
Olympics,” will feature athletes 
competing in 43 sports this 
year. Held every four years, the 
competition is the world’s third-
largest sporting event. From July 
4-18, the games will have the 
added significance of coinciding 

with the 50th anniversary of the 
reunification of this year’s host 
city, Jerusalem.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu encour-
aged the athletes to “achieve 
everything you want and 
beyond what you want.”

“We are all one people. The 
Maccabiah is named for the 
Maccabees; 2,200 years ago we 
were conquered by the descen-
dants of Alexander the Great 
and the Maccabees, five broth-
ers, liberated the Jews against all 
odds, they liberated Jerusalem,” 
Netanyahu said, adding, “You 
are all winners, you are all 
champions.”

– JNS.org

Israel’s Maccabiah Games kick 
off with record 10,000 athletes

Photo courtesy of Maccabiah.com
Women’s lacrosse is included as a sport in the Maccabiah Games.
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JNS NEWS BRIEFS

Anti-Israel bias in the textbooks used by many American high 
schools may be to blame for the decrease in sympathy for Israel 
among young adults.

According to the Brand Israel Group, only 54 percent of US col-
lege students lean more toward Israel than the Palestinians, down 
from 73 percent in 2010. The decrease was even sharper among 
Jewish college students, dropping from 84 percent to 57 percent.

“The problem starts in high school,” Dr. Sandra Alfonsi, founder 
of Hadassah’s “Curriculum Watch” division, told JNS.org. “There’s 
no doubt the lack of sympathy for Israel on college campuses today 
is at least partly the result of several generations of teenagers being 
educated with textbooks that are slanted against Israel.”

The Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in America 
(CAMERA) recently published a 108-page study, “Indoctrinating 
Our Youth,” which describes how high schools in Newton have been 
using biased texts such as the Arab World Studies Notebook and 
inviting anti-Israel speakers to address their students.

Tourism to Israel has reached an all-time high, with 1.74 million 
tourists arriving in the first six months of 2017, a 26-percent increase 
from the same time last year. Israel’s Central Bureau of Statistics 
reported that compared with the same period in 2016, there has 
been a 76-percent increase in tourism from China, a 30-percent 
increase from Russia and a 20-percent increase from the US. In 
June, some 303,000 tourists arrived in Israel, a 28.4-increase from 
that month a year ago.

Biased textbooks turning young Americans  
against Israel, research shows

Tourism to Israel hits all-time high



By Jules Becker
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LENOX – Amy Herzog clearly 
loves Jewish stage grandmoth-
er Vera Joseph. The talented 
playwright based the indepen-
dent-minded matriarch of her 

2010 “After the 
Revolution” and 
2011 “4000 Miles” 

on her own beloved activist 
Greenwich Village grandmother,  
Leepee Joseph, who passed away 
three years ago at the age of 96. 

Vera, a significant influence 
on her young, idealist grand-
daughter Emma in “After the 
Revolution,” has a supporting 
presence in that family drama 
set in 1998. In the structur-
ally tighter and stronger “4000 
Miles” – a deserved Obie Award 
new play winner and Pulitzer 
Prize finalist – the outspoken 
grandmother remains as feisty 
as ever, but her mentoring takes 
center stage with the arrival of 
her hippy grandson, Leo. 

Their relationship proves 
both wonderfully warm and 

intensely moving in Shakespeare 
& Company’s auspicious 40th 
anniversary season opener, 
fittingly staged in its intimate 
Elayne P. Bernstein Theatre in 
Lenox through July 16.

Right from the start, Vera and 
Leo are a vivid study in con-
trast. Vera may be politically 
radical and unashamedly left-
ist, but her everyday life in her 
old-fashioned, rent-controlled 
Greenwich Village apartment 
has a kind of conventional struc-
ture complete with regular visits 
to the building’s laundry room 
and daily phone chats with a 
fellow (unseen) tenant. At the 
same time, the proud 91-year-
old urges her grandson to get to 
know the city’s museums.  Kudos 
to designer John McDermott’s 
set, which includes Picasso and 
Matisse prints and a Cuban film 
poster. 

Leo, 21, rings Vera’s doorbell 
in the middle of the night. He is 
still grieving the death of his best 
friend, Micah, in a terrible acci-
dent during their cross-country 
motorcycle trip to New York and 

trying to deal with the precarious 
state of his relationship with girl-
friend, Bec. Leo’s conflicted back 
story includes family disapprov-
al about his decision to complete 
the trip despite Micah’s death, 
delay of college, and uncertainty 
about work and career. 

As an intended short 
September stay turns into weeks, 
equally individualistic Vera and 
Leo find considerable common 
ground about the importance of 
caring and family. Vera provides 
Leo with a role model of ground-
ed living, while he takes on an 
attractive, protective feel for his 

somewhat fragile but resolute 
and indomitable grandmother. 
Director Nicole Ricciardi pains-
takingly paces their journey to 
clarity. 

A strong cast is led by Annette 
Miller, who speaks with a very 
convincing New York accent 
and moves with a well-modu-
lated shuffle. She has all of Vera’s 
vivacity – especially in frank and 
humorous descriptions of her 
very different husbands – as well 
as her undaunted spirit.  

Gregory Boover, properly lean 
and lanky as Leo, moves from 
a broadly confident demeanor 

early on to a more measured 
body language as he gains 
insight about himself and life. 
Miller and Boover demonstrate 
solid chemistry and fine reac-
tive acting during Vera and Leo’s 
evolving time together.  Boover’s 
delivery of Leo’s telling mono-
logue, in which he confronts the 
loss of Micah, is fully gripping 
and emotionally stunning. 

Emma Geer captures Bec’s 
emotional issues as well as the 
enigmatic aspects of her own 
personality. Zoe Laiz gives 
a breakout performance as 
Amanda, an intoxicated but 
insightful woman who Leo 
brings to Vera’s apartment. She 
brings arresting appeal to her 
initial light-heartedness and 
blistering indignation to reveal-
ing details about her family’s 
flight from Communist China.

Near the end of “4000 Miles,” 
Vera assures, “I’m always all 
right.” The same goes for 
Herzog’s sharp intergeneration-
al vehicle and Shakespeare & 
Company’s luxurious ride.

“4000 Miles,” Shakespeare & 
Company, Elayne P. Bernstein 
Theatre, Lenox (Berkshires), 
through July 16. 413-637-1199 or 
Shakespeare.org.
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A Jewish grandmother takes on a new role in ‘4000 Miles’

Photo by Christopher Duggan
Gregory Boover and Annette Miller in “4000 Miles.”

Yisroel Hefter (Mesivta High 
School). Yisroel is a stellar stu-
dent both academically and 
socially. It’s Sruly who makes all 
the new students feel like they 
belong from the first moment 
they arrive at the school. Any 
rabbi or student who needs help 
knows that Sruly Hefter is the 
right person to ask. 

Hadassah Stanhill (Maimon-
ides School). Hadassah’s devotion 
to the Jewish elderly of Brookline 
was epitomized through her lead-
ership of the Maimonides “Adopt 
A Bubbe” Club. But, Hadassah 
took this commitment to the 

next level when she arranged 
for club members to spend 
their lunch break accompany-
ing a local woman (the Bubbe 
of several Maimonides alumni) 
on walks through the neighbor-
hood. In addition, Hadassah is 
the captain of the Maimonides 
Mock Trial Team, a member of 
the Maimonides School Girls 
Choir, a Maimonides School 
Ambassador and a leader of Bnei 
Akiva. She has a stellar academ-
ic record and will be attending 
Brandeis University after spend-
ing a gap year studying in Israel 
at the Stella K. Abraham Beit 

Midrash for Women, known col-
loquially as Migdal Oz. 

Annika Tarlin (Bais Yaakov 
of Boston High). In addition to 
being a diligent student with 
a rigorous schedule, Annika 
doesn’t just do chesed, she loves 
chesed. Annika always has time 
for chesed, translated as “loving-
kindness.”

As Barry Shrage, president of 
CJP, noted, “I have deep admira-
tion for all the award winners, 
for their commitment to social 
justice, and for the great hope 
they represent for the future of 
the Jewish people.”

Ruderman Scholarship
from page 5

THEATER
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Looking Ahead
W.A.G. to “Showboat”

All Jewish 
widows and 
widowers 
are invited to 
accompany 
the North 
Shore’s Widows & Widowers Activity to see the production 
of “Showboat” at the Reagle Music Theatre in Waltham. 
Followed by dinner at Not Your Average Joe’s in Burlington. 
Carpools will be assembling at Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody 
at 12:30 p.m. Tickets $33. For reservations, contact Liz Garon 
at 978-535-7061. Make check payable to W.A.G. Send it to 
Arlene Titelbaum, 13 Forenza Rd., Peabody.

JULY 16

Photo by Eric Antoniou
“Showboat” at the Reagle Music Theatre in Boston

Summer Art Show
The Swampscott Arts 
Association 
is exhibiting 
their work at 
The Gallery 

at Grosvenor Park Nursing Center. The 
Association represents 89 artists from 
Swampscott, Marblehead, Lynn, Salem, Peabody, 
and Danvers. The Gallery is located at 7 Loring Hills Ave., 
Salem, near Vinnin Square. 978-741-5700.

THROUGH
JULY 27

JULY 15
SOUNDS IN THE SANCTUARY AFTERNOON CONCERT 
SERIES  Violinist Miki-Sophia Cloud and pianist Bernard Rose 
present a program of Bach, Beethoven, and de Falla. Light 
reception follows. 5-6:30 p.m. Open to the public. Tickets: 
BHC Members $12, General Admission $15. Sounds in the 
Sanctuary is funded in part by the Mascoma Savings Bank 
Foundation and the Mautner Fund in Memory of Maria 
Mautner. Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation Sanctuary, 
Strawberry Hill, Bethlehem, N.H. For more details, visit 
www.bethlehemsynagogue.org or contact Martin Kessel at 
martink1937@gmail.com.

JULY 16
JEWISH MUSIC CONCERT  “From the Shtetl to the 
Promised Land”. A live musical journey with musician David 
Polansky. 3 p.m. Free. Temple Tifereth Israel of Winthrop, 
93 Veterans Road, Winthrop. 617-846-1390. 

JULY 17
AROUND THE WORLD IN 180 DAYS: THE TRUMP 
PRESIDENCY  Moderated conversation featuring speakers 
from both sides of the political spectrum to discuss the first 
100 plus days of the Trump administration. They will cover 
a variety of salient topics such as healthcare, foreign policy, 
and the Supreme Court and open it up to questions from the 
audience. This event is free and open to the community.  
7 p.m. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

JULY 18
LET’S TALK: A WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT ON THE NORTH 
SHORE  Enjoy cocktails and hors d’oeuvres at a private 
home on Swampscott’s striking coastline and connect with 
a community of friends committed to Jewish values. Share 
stories about what’s important here on the North Shore and 
beyond, and CJP’s Amy Mitman will take us through our 
inspiring collective history. Open to all women who give $72 
or more to CJP’s 2017 Annual Campaign or $60 per person. 
6:30-9:00 p.m. Address provided upon RSVP online at cjp.org/
cjp-event-calendar/choose-to-connect-2017.

JULY 21
PJ LIBRARY TOT SHABBAT BY THE SEA  Temple B’nai 
Abraham and Lappin Foundation invite young families to free 
family-friendly, musical Shabbat services with Marcy Yellin 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m., at Lynch Park, 55 Ober St., Beverly. 
Bring a chair or a blanket and we will supply the pizza. In 
the event of rain, the program will move to Temple B’nai 
Abraham, 200 East Lothrop St., Beverly. PJ Library Tot 
Shabbat by the Sea is a free program of Lappin Foundation, 
in partnership with Temple B’nai Abraham and is supported 
by CJP. Walk-ins welcome. To RSVP for this program, 
contact Phyllis Osher at 978-740-4404 or email posher@
lappinfoundation.org. 

HOLY HAPPY HOUR MINYAN  Join Rabbi Michael, Cantor 
Elana, pianist David Sparr and a host of special musical 
guests for our monthly musical Friday night service! The 
Holy Happy Hour: 5:30-6:00 p.m. Wine, beer, refreshments 
for the kids and fun snacks. The Happy: 6:00-6:45 p.m. 
Kabbalat Shabbat service: accessible, spirited and inspiring. 
Congregation Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott.

ANNUAL LANESVILLE SHABBAT BARBECUE  Celebrate 
summer and Shabbos on Cape Ann with Temple Ahavat 
Achim. Hosts will provide hot dogs, hamburgers and 
Kiddush wine. Please RSVP and coordinate your Pareve food 
contribution. You are welcome to bring your summer guests. 
6:30 p.m., rain or shine. Lanesville Community Center,  
8 Vulcan St., Gloucester. RSVP by July 17 to cantorwener@
aol.com.

JULY 28
YOUNG FAMILIES SHABBAT BY THE POOL  Friday night 
Shabbat service, songs, dinner, dessert and PJ Library 
Shabbat story for young families by the JCCNS pool. All 
are welcome. Sponsored by the JCCNS, Temple Sinai and 
the Lappin Foundation. Free. JCCNS, 4 Community Rd., 
Marblehead. 5 p.m.-6 p.m. RSVPs to Susan Weiner 781-631-
2763, or susan.templesinai@gmail.com.

Submit your events to: 
calendar@jewishjournal.org
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THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

HEALTH SERVICES

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

PRIVATE DUTY CARE	
	

	

	
	
	
	

Concierge Level Home Care 
	
	

Case	Management	
Medical	Escort	

	

Memory	Care	•	Personal	Care	
	

Meticulous	Staff	Selection	
Companions	•	Home	Health	Aides	

LPNs	•	RNs	
	

Providing	Up	to	24/7	Care	
	

Fully	Bonded	and	Insured	
	

8	Cherry	Street	•	Danvers,	MA	01923	
978-500-5161	

AberdeenHomeCareInc.com	
	

Specializing in Private Duty Home Care Since 2001 

	

ELDER SERVICES

Serving Danvers, Marblehead, Salem,  
Middleton & Peabody Since 1976 

978-750-4540     www.nselder.org 

Information, Support & Services for  
our local area older adults 

•
To advertise in 

The Jewish Journal’s 
HEALTH SERVICES  

DIRECTORY,
email 

lois@jewishjournal.org

or call 
978-745-4111

•
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Global children’s book program
from page 3

Rabbi Alison Adler of Temple 
B’nai Abraham in Beverly 
praised PJ Library programming 
for bringing families into the 
temple. 

“We have enjoyed a series 
of lively PJ Library Tot Shabbat 
and holiday celebrations this 
year, with very high attendance,” 
explained Rabbi Adler. One of 
the best parts has been seeing 
parents building friendships, in 
addition to singing and dancing 
and learning with their children, 
she said. 

In addition to creating con-
nections between families, PJ 
Library is fostering communal 
ties, with 75 percent of all par-
ticipating families on the North 
Shore saying the program has 
made them interested in getting 
more connected to local Jewish 
activities, organizations, and/or 

people. 
“We take seriously that 

each night parents are inviting 
us to join their family during 
one of the day’s most treasured 
moments before bedtime,” said 
Winnie Sandler Grinspoon, pres-
ident of the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation. “We take our cues 
from parents to make sure we 
provide books worthy of that 
special family time. Parents 
have told us that the PJ Library 
books their families receive each 
month not only help them feel 
more capable of raising Jewish 
children, but also make them 
more excited to pass on the tra-
ditions and beliefs they cher-
ished in their own childhoods or 
have come to cherish as adults.”

To ensure parents feel 
equipped to talk with their chil-
dren about Jewish values and 

traditions, PJ Library includes 
information for parents on the 
inside flap of each book, suggests 
tips and resources for parents on 
its blog, and gives parents the 
opportunity to choose their own 
book each year. Ninety-seven 
percent of North Shore families 
who participate in PJ Library say 
the program is a valuable parent-
ing tool, and 96 percent say it 
has helped them think about the 
kind of Jewish practice they want 
to have in their home. 

Since its founding in western 
Massachusetts in 2005, PJ Library 
has rapidly grown to send more 
than 170,000 free Jewish books 
per month to more than 125,000 
families living in 200 communi-
ties across the US and Canada. 
Combined, PJ Library and its sis-
ter program, Sifriyat Pijama in 
Israel, deliver more than 540,000 

free books each month to young 
children in 13 countries, and PJ 
Library recently expanded its 
offerings to provide books to 
older children ages 8-1/2 to 11 in 
the US through the PJ Our Way 
program.

The 2016 Triennial Family 
Study, conducted in partnership 
with the external evaluation firm 
Informing Change, consisted 
of an online survey and had a 
20 percent response rate with 
25,270 responses. Forty-five fam-
ilies participated in additional 
telephone interviews. 

The Lappin Foundation, 
whose mission is enhancing 
Jewish identity across gen-
erations, funds more than 225 
Jewish programs, classes, ser-
vices and events every year for 
the Jewish and interfaith com-
munities of the North Shore. 



A Widow, Widowers &  Singles Group at Shirat Hayam
Open to the community. Membership not required.

Connections BBQ!
 

Sunday, August 27 at 4:00 pm
At Congregation Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Avenue, Swampscott

$18.00 in advance (payable to CSH), $25.00 at the door

Please call 781-599-8005 or email csh@shirathayam.org  
with any questions or to RSVP.

You may also register online at  
http://shirathayam.org/Connections-May-2017

C   NNECTIONS

Week of Friday, July 14 through Thursday, July 20, 2017

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

WAR FOR THE PLANET  
OF THE APES (PG-13) 
Fri - Thu: (12:15), 6:45

WAR FOR THE PLANET  
OF THE APES 3D (PG-13) 

Fri & Sat: (3:45), 9:45
Sun - Thu: (3:45 PM)

SPIDER-MAN:  
HOMECOMING (PG-13) 

Fri & Sat: (12:30), (4:00), 7:00, 10:00
Sun - Thu: (12:30), (4:00), 7:00

DESPICABLE ME 3 (PG) 
Fri & Sat: (11:45 AM), (2:00),  

(4:15), 6:30, 8:45
Sun - Thu: (11:45 AM),  

(2:00), (4:15), 6:30

THE LITTLE HOURS (R) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate  

18-seat screening room
Fri & Sat: (12:00), (2:45),  

(4:40), 7:20, 9:30
Sun - Thu: (12:00), (2:45), (4:40), 7:20

THIS PERFECT PLACE: 
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
(NR) 

Mon - Thu: 4:30 PM

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate  

18-seat screening room
Fri - Thu: 2:00, 6:30

Visit our website for other showtimes

Casual Daytime Wear
to Black Tie Party Wear

COME SEE… WHAT’S NEW!

Summer 

Sale!*

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA ~ 781-289-3672
By Appointment | Entrance at Rear of House | Major Credit Cards

* Prior purchases & special orders excluded. Selected merchandise.
Extraordinary, Contemporary  
Clothing for Today’s Woman

Selma’sSelma’s

 Weddings - Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

shoWers - anniversaries

engageMents & More!
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ONGOING 
MONDAYS 
SENIOR JAZZ HOUR AND LUNCH All Seniors are welcome to enjoy a live 
performance by the Insight Band and share a delicious complimentary lunch  
at the JCCNS. First Monday of each month. Free. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. JCCNS, 
4 Community Road, Marblehead. Contact Karen Bar-Or at 781-476-9902 or 
kbar-or@jccns.com. 

TUESDAYS
NEW PARENT SUPPORT GROUP This group provides a safe and nurturing 
space for parents to explore what works best for them, their babies, and 
their families. Mothers and/or fathers with their babies (birth to age one) can 
give and receive support, ask questions. Open to all faiths, races, and sexual 
orientation. Registration is NOT required and is free to attend. 10:45 a.m.-
12:15 p.m. Free. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

PAPERBACK JUKEBOX (at Abbot Library) 10:15-11 a.m. Join Temple Emanu-
El for a musical story hour designed especially for children 5 and under and 
their families. Abbot Public Library, 235 Pleasant Street, Marblehead. 

WEDNESDAYS
KNITTING KNIGHTS 7:30-9 p.m. Join the JCCNS for casual evenings of 
knitting and chat. Every first Wednesday of the Month. Open to all ages! 
JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead. Free. RSVP sewing@jccns.com. 

THURSDAYS
SPEAK UP with Toastmasters. 1st and 3rd Thursday nights of every month. 
7-8:30 p.m. at the JCCNS. Do you get nervous when you have to speak in 
public? Whether you’re called upon to give a business presentation, propose 
a wedding toast, the JCCNS Toastmasters Club can help you address any 
situation with confidence. Must be 18 or older. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead. Contact Tom Cheatham at 781-476-9905; email tcheatham@
jccns.com, jccns.toastmastersclubs.org. 

ADULT TORAH STUDIES  With Rabbi Steven Lewis. 11 a.m. Temple Ahavat 
Achim, 86 Middle St., Gloucester. 

FRIDAYS 
SENIOR LUNCH AND LEARN Seniors are invited to participate in a class or 
enjoy a guest speaker on the third Friday of each month and stay to socialize 
over lunch! 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead. 
Register in advance by calling 781-631-8330. 

SATURDAYS 
TORAH STUDY. 9-10 a.m. Temple Emanu-El invites everybody to lay-led  
Torah Study. The first Shabbat of every month is led by Rabbi Meyer.  
Temple Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic Ave., Marblehead. 781-631-9300.

SUNDAYS
SCHMOOZE & NEWS Bring your favorite newspaper and join JCCNS 
Executive Director Marty Schneer to discuss big news stories of the day. 
Second Sunday of each month, 10:30 a.m. Free. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

SUNDAES ON SUNDAYS! Sunday nights after minyan (starts at 7:30 p.m.), 
enjoy an ice cream sundae. July 23; August 6, 20; September 3. Temple Ner 
Tamid, Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody. 978-532-1293. office@
templenertamid.org.

Visit JCCNS.org for more specific information on their programs.

Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT  

Having first burst onto the music scene in 1994 
with the platinum-selling single “Stay (I Missed 
You),” Lisa Loeb has continued to find success 
through her independent spirit and natural tal-
ent.

Loeb will appear at The Center for the Arts 
in Natick on July 13 and at the Shalin Liu 
Performance Center in Rockport on July 14. Both 
concerts are at 8 p.m. 

Loeb has loved music since she was a little 
girl, and recalled growing up in Dallas, where her 

Jewish parents often played radio 
tunes in their house. “My family 
really valued music and also took us 

to see bands play, musicals, and a lot of recitals, 
too,” she said.

Though her younger siblings also are involved 
in the music industry – Debbie is a musician, 
Benjamin is a conductor, and Philip is a sound 
engineer – Lisa has strived to make her own way 
in the music business and to craft her own sound 
in a way that is both personal and universal.

“I find that if people in countries that don’t 
speak English as a primary language can sing 
along, then there’s something good going on 
there,” she said.

In recent years, the Grammy nominee has 
made a special effort to reach out to younger lis-
teners with such award-winning, family-friendly 
albums as “No Fairy Tale” and “Nursery Rhyme 
Parade!;” such books as “Lisa Loeb’s Silly Sing-
Along: The Disappointing Pancake and Other 
Zany Songs,” and Lisa Loeb’s “Songs for Movin’ 
and Shakin’: The Air Band Song and Other Toe-
Tapping Tunes.”

Her latest album, “Feel What U Feel,” is geared 
toward adults and deals with issues related to par-
enting; she has two children, Lyla and Emet, with 
husband Roey Hershkovitz. “As an independent 
artist, it’s wonderful to find new ways of sharing 
my music,” said Loeb, who released the album 
with help from Amazon.

Loeb credits her cultural upbringing with a lot 
of the strength that has allowed her to persevere 

and grow as an independent artist.
“I give back because it feels like the right thing 

to do,” Loeb said, noting how her Jewish culture 
and traditions have consistently informed her 
work and her passions.

Loeb said Judaism has taught her about deep 
thinking and questioning. 

“I learned to appreciate the arts, crafts, [and] 
functional art,” she said, citing the beauty of a 
Torah cover as an example, “as well as the focus 
on people and how they feel, how they act with 
one another, and being introspective in my day-
to-day life.  All of these things contribute to a 
creative practice full of intent and connecting 
with others.”

Loeb also is an entrepreneur and a philan-
thropist. In 2010, she began an eyewear brand 
inspired by her own signature frames, aiming to 
send a message to women it’s OK to wear glasses. 
Each type of frame is named for one of her songs. 
Her organic, fair-trade coffee, Wake Up! Brew, 
helps fund the Camp Lisa Foundation, which 
helps underprivileged kids go to summer camp.

“Summer camp was a huge part of my child-
hood,” Loeb recalled. “[It] had a tremendous posi-
tive impact on my life and career as well … I really 
care about kids and hope they can have as deep 
an experience at summer camp that I got to have.”

Lisa Loeb uses music to connect
with children and grownups  

Lisa Loeb

MUSIC



Family-owned and operated since 1933

BUY OR SELL SPACES IN 
SHARON MEMORIAL PARK!

Contact the Lot Broker Today.
617-640-3143
glevine@thelotbroker.com
www.thelotbroker.com

NOTICES
ABLON, Jerome, 78 – late of 
Topsfield. Died on July 1, 2017. 
Husband of Janice (Sacco) Ablon. 
Son of the late David and Julia 
(Goldberger) Ablon. Father of 
Julia Economous and her hus-
band James of Chicago, Ill. 
Grandfather of Jillian and Lindsey. 
Uncle of Marge Teilhaber and 
Scott Teilhaber. Brother of the 
late Edith Teilhaber. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

ANISIMOVA, Karmeliya, 94 – 
late of Malden. Died on June 27, 
2017. Wife of the late Raphael 
Abromov. Sister of Tsilyah 
Kukuliyiva. Aunt of many nieces 
and nephews. (Goldman)

BECK, Geraldine (Gerry), 91 
– late of Hingham, formerly of 

Swampscott and West Palm Beach, 
Fla. Died on June 10, 2017. Wife 
of the late Armand Beck. Mother 
of Lewis Beck and his wife Beverly 
of Middleborough, Barry Beck 
and his wife Sharon of Danvers, 
and Paul Beck and his wife Lisa of 
Scituate. Grandmother of eight 
and great-grandmother of eight.

HOLMSTOCK, Harold George, 
104 – late of Brookline and 
Swampscott. Died on July 1, 
2017. Husband of the late Ruth 
Spindler Holmstock. Son of the 
late Nathan Holmstock and Sarah 
Stuart. Uncle of Deena Baram 
Ferrara and Ava Baram Sarafan 
of Acton. Friend of Jerry and 
Linda Benezra of Plymouth and 
their children Adam Benezra, 

Scott Benezra and Lorissa Lemay. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

KURLAND, Richard – late of 
Townsend, formerly of Winthrop. 
Died on July 4, 2017. Husband 
of Jo Ann Kurland. Son of the 
late Henry and Mary (Newburgh) 
Kurland. Father of Kenneth 
Kurland and Michael Kurland, 
and stepfather of Christopher 
DiPietro. Brother of Stephen 
Kurland. Longtime friend of 
Arnold Springer. (Torf)

PODRADCHIK, Jacob – late of 
Malden. Died on June 28, 2017. 
Husband of the late Florence 
Podradchik. Father of Linda 
Hugeback and her late husband 
Charles, and Richard Podradchik. 

Honor your friend  
or loved one  

with a donation to  
the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of Jewish life  

in our communities.

LEGACY

Robert Sumner Fishman, 
PhD, mathematician, formerly 
of Chelsea and Marblehead, 
passed away on June 25, 2017. 
He was 86.

Robert was the beloved hus-
band of Judith Landau Fishman, 
and the father of Joan and Steve 
Rosenthal, Allison and Micha 
Avramovich, Barbara and Arnie 
Friedfertig, and Steven and Sigal 
Fishman. He was the beloved 
grandfather of Lee, Kate, Jon, 
and Alex Rosenthal; Gil, Koby, 
Arik, and Sivan Avramovich; 
Sophia and Devon Friedfertig; 

and Zak and Leetal Fishman. 
“Grandpa Bob” was univer-

sally loved and respected. He 
was a kind man, whose greatest 
joy was being with his family. 
His legendary smile lit up every 
room he entered and made the 
recipient on the other end of it 
feel like a million dollars. He was 
generous to all, always thinking 
of others more than himself. His 
gregarious nature and impish 
sense of humor lifted the spirits 
of all. 

In his time with us, Bob was a 
university mathematics profes-

sor, Star Wars defense system 
mathematician, and ran a mon-
ument business. No one has ever 
been more loved or returned 
that love with equal or greater 
fervor. He will be missed and 
lives on in the hearts and minds 
of all whose lives he touched. 

Graveside services were 
held at the Klevaner Cemetery, 
Everett on June 26. In lieu of 
flowers, remembrances may be 
made to a charity of one’s choice. 
Arrangements were handled 
by Levine Chapels, Brookline 
(www.levinechapel.com).

Robert Sumner Fishman, PhD, 86, formerly of Chelsea and Marblehead

Annette (Lampert) Lubow of 
West Palm Beach, Fla., formerly 
of Peabody and Marblehead, 
entered into rest on July 4, 2017 
at the age of 91. She was the 
beloved wife of the late Melvin 
Lubow, with whom she shared 
49 years of marriage.

Annette was born in Peabody 
to the late Hyman and Dora 
(Brief) Lampert. She worked 
at State Street Jewellers in 
Boston, owned by her hus-
band. Annette was a long time 
member of Temple Ner Tamid 
in Peabody and contributed to 
its Sisterhood. She was the vice 

president of the Delray Beach 
Florida Chapter of Hadassah 
and was a member of the Ladies’ 
Auxiliary of the Jewish War 
Veterans Post 202 in Peabody.

Annette is survived by her four 
children: Dr. Stephen Lubow and 
his wife Deborah of Baltimore, 
Md., Rabbi Jeffrey Lubow and 
his wife Zvia of Jerusalem, Israel, 
Carolyn Lubow Stern and her 
husband Harry Stern of Seattle, 
Wash., and Linda Lubow and 
her husband Jordan Rosenfeld 
of Seattle, Wash. She was the 
cherished sister of Rae Samiljan 
and her husband Edward of 

San Diego, Calif., and Albert 
Lampert and his wife Tanya 
of Potomac, Md. She was the 
beloved grandmother of 14 and 
great-grandmother of 21.

Funeral services were held on 
July 7 at Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, 10 Vinnin St., 
Salem. Interment was held at 
Maple Hill Cemetery, Sabino 
Farm Rd., Peabody. In lieu of 
flowers, donations in Annette’s 
name may be made to Hadassah 
Shira-Delray Beach Chapter (c/o 
Hadassah Florida Atlantic), 5341 
West Atlantic Ave., #305, Delray 
Beach, FL 33484).

Annette (Lampert) Lubow, 91, of West Palm Beach, Fla.,  
formerly of Peabody and Marblehead

David Alan 
Rosenthal, a resi-
dent of Marblehead 
for most of his life, 
died peacefully on 
June 29, 2017, at the 
Jeffrey and Susan 
Brudnick Center for 
Living in Peabody. 
He was 97.

David was born 
in Boston in 1919, 
the son of the late 
Hyman and Martha Rosenthal. 
He was the beloved husband 
of the love of his life, Rose 
A.L. (Brimberg) Rosenthal of 
Marblehead, with whom he had 
just celebrated 68 years of mar-
riage on May 16. 

David was the devoted and 
loving father of Francine and 
her husband Alan Temkin of 
Beverly, and Paul Rosenthal of 
Newburyport. He was the cher-
ished grandfather of Stefanie 
and her husband Jesse Jalbert 
of Beverly, Jennifer Temkin of 
New York, and Joshua Rosenthal 
and his fiancée Lexie Newbury 
of York, Maine. David was the 
adoring great-grandfather of 
Harper Jalbert and, in the last 
week of his life, he was delighted 

to welcome two more 
beloved bundles of 
joy, twin great-grand-
children Lexi and 
Kinsley Jalbert. He 
was the dear broth-
er of the late Rubin 
Rosenthal and the late 
Samuel Rosenthal, 
and is also survived 
by several nieces and 
nephews. 

After graduating 
from Marblehead High School 
with the Class of 1937, David 
proudly served in the US Army 
during WWII, earning a Bronze 
Star and two Purple Heart hon-
ors. He was also among the ini-
tial US troops to join the inva-
sion of Normandy on D-Day. 
Back on American shores, David 
worked as a salesman for R.C. 
Mason Movers for over 50 years, 
a position from which he retired 
at the age of 90. 

Active in his community, 
David was a Mason and a mem-
ber of Golden Fleece Lodge in 
Lynn, as well as a Commander 
in the American Legion of 
Marblehead. In addition, he was 
a devoted member of Temple 
Israel, now Congregation Shirat 

Hayam of Swampscott, for 
over 50 years. Despite all of his 
accomplishments, active mili-
tary involvement, and commu-
nity engagements, none were 
as dear to him as his family. 
David and his wife, Rose were 
inseparable, and could often be 
seen holding hands through-
out their 68 years of marriage. 
Together, they enjoyed raising 
and spending time making so 
many wonderful memories with 
their children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were 
held at Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem, on 
July 2. Interment followed at 
Adath-Jeshurun Cemetery, 
W. Roxbury. In lieu of flowers, 
donations in David’s name may 
be made to Jeffrey and Susan 
Brudnick Center for Living, 
240 Lynnfield St., Peabody MA 
01960 (www.chelseajewish.org); 
or to Care Dimensions Hospice 
Care, 75 Sylvan St., Suite B-102, 
Danvers MA 01923 (www.care-
dimensions.org); or to Jack 
Satter House, 420 Revere Beach 
Blvd., Revere, MA 02151 (www.
hebrewseniorlife.org/jack-sat-
ter-house).

David Alan Rosenthal, 97, of Marblehead

OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief 
obituaries for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 200 words, “In 
Memoriam,” cost $100; longer 
submissions will be charged 
accordingly. Photographs cost 
$25. For further information, 
contact your local funeral home; 
call Andrew at the Jewish Journal 
at 978-745-4111 x174; or email 
andrew@jewishjournal.org. continued on page 15
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the area that targeted Jews or 
Jewish institutions. In April, 
a swastika was drawn on the 
Salem Common bandstand. 
Last month, a man was arrested 
in Boston after allegedly smash-
ing a rock through a glass pane 
at the New England Holocaust 
Memorial. Also over the last year, 
swastikas were drawn on pub-
lic properties in Swampscott, 
Newton, Cambridge and several 
other communities. On an out-
side wall of a Beverly synagogue, 
a dollar sign was painted next 
to the words “Merry Christmas.”

After the latest round of hate 
graffiti, town officials and a host 
of elected state and local rep-

resentatives, along with area 
clergy and Jewish organization 
administrators led a rally at the 
beach on July 2, just yards away 
from where the words of hate 
had been scrawled. 

“Marblehead is no place for 
hate,” Jackie Belf-Becker, the 
chairwoman of the town’s Board 
of Selectmen, told the 200 who 
attended.  “We are better than 
that. We respect our neighbors, 
our differences and our town. 

Rabbi David Cohen-
Henriquez, of Temple Sinai, 
said the words of hate served 
to remind the community that 
residents are committed to tol-
erance and diversity. “May we 
bless today this attempted curse 
and transform it; redeem it into 
words of blessings to each and 

every one of those who dwell in 
this holy community,” he said. 

Robert Trestan, execu-
tive director of the Anti-
Defamation League’s Boston 
office, also attended and urged 
people with knowledge of the 
incident to call the Marblehead 
police at 781-631-1212.

Said state Representative Lori 
Ehrlich, “one thing is crystal 
clear, the perpetrators are cow-
ards. They did this under the 
cover of darkness; they took no 
credit for their words and have 
no purpose in mind except to 
spread hatred. They sought to 
harm the social fabric that keeps 
us all together. There’s another 
thing that is certain. By the show 
of force out today, they did not 
get away with it.”
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300 Salem Street (Vinnin Square)
Swampscott, MA 01907 

saganrealtors.com
781-593-6111  |  781-631-6111

For more details and photos of these and many other properties, visit saganrealtors.com

MARBLEHEAD...
4 bedroom, 1.5 ba center hall colonial 

in desirable Clifton neighborhood. FP living room,  
updated kitchen and baths. AC, sprinklers  

and garage. Must see!  
$699,900

SWAMPSCOTT...
Newly renovated and close to the beach. 

3 br, 3.5 ba colonial. High ceilings, beautiful details,  
expansive kitchen with island. Beautiful deck & brick patio.  

All new energy efficient systems.  
$720,000

PERFECT
PROPERTIES!

Son of the late Samuel and 
Sophia Podradchik. Brother of 
the late Celia Podradchik, Rose 
Podradchik, and Abe Podradchik. 
Grandfather of Eric Kosses and 
Sherry Colleary, and great-grand-
father of Brittney, Evan, Jordan, 
Mason and Hanna. (Torf)

STEPNER, Ruth M., 97 – late of 
Peabody. Died on July 3, 2017. 
Wife of the late Irving Stepner. 
Mother of Sharyn Levine of 
Westbury, N.Y., and Judith and her 
husband Herb Harris of Peabody. 
Grandmother of Alyse and her 
husband Joe Edwards, Lesley 
Azzinaro, the late Jonathan Power, 
and Jill and her husband Mike 
Saccoccia. Great-grandmother of 
Leah, Samantha, Molly, Sophia 
and Olivia. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

SUGERMAN, Pauline, 94 – late 
of Peabody, formerly of Lynnfield. 
Died on June 29, 2017. Wife 
of the late Joseph Sugerman. 
Mother of Stephen Sugerman 
and his partner Norma Weinberg 
of Cambridge, Alan Sugerman 
and his wife Carol of Malden, 
Marilyn Ziev of Peabody, Robert 
Sugerman and his partner Al 
Orsini of Lynnfield, and Jane 
Noce and her husband Paul of 
West Peabody. Mother-in-law 
of the late Louise Sugerman. 
Sister of Gertrude Forman of 
Swampscott. Grandmother of 
Jodi Sugerman-Brozan (Alex), 
Lisa Sugerman (Donny Blaney), 
Stacie Burke (Daniel), Matthew 
Ziev (Deana), Jacob Sugerman 
(Alex Maggyar), Christopher 
Noce (Emma), and Evan Noce 
(Jessi). Great-grandmother of 10. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

NOTICES
continued from page 14

the proposed bill. “The admin-
istration will carefully review all 
legislation reaching the gover-
nor’s desk,” said Baker spokes-
man William Pitman.

The bill has the support of 
the area’s major Jewish orga-
nizations including Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies, the Anti-
Defamation League of New 
England and J Street, a liberal 
group that advocates for a two-
state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

The bill is a reflection of 
the state’s values, according to 
Ehrlich.

“This bill is particularly rel-
evant to the Jewish commu-
nity, many of whom are con-
cerned about the impact of the 
Boycott, Divest and Sanctions 
(BDS) movement on Israel and 
on college campuses, though 
BDS is not specifically identi-
fied in the bill,” Ehrlich said 
in an email. She noted that 
Massachusetts is not alone in 

addressing this issue.
Over the last few years, as 

Israeli companies have been tar-
geted by the BDS movement, the 
initials for Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions, more than 20 
states have adopted so-called 
anti-BDS laws including Kansas, 
which passed legislation in early 
June. The most recent is North 
Carolina, where a bill adopt-
ed in late June by the General 
Assembly awaits the signature of 
Governor Roy Cooper.

But the Massachusetts bill 
differs from other states in that 
it does not specifically mention 
Israel, Agulnek told the Journal.

Economic bonds between 
Massachusetts and Israel con-
tinue to be a robust part of the 
state’s economy. In 2015, Israeli-
founded businesses with ties 
to Massachusetts contributed 
more than $9 billion to the state’s 
economy, according to a report 
last June from the New England 
Israel Business Council.

But Agulnek cautioned 
that as other states, includ-
ing California, adopt measures 

against BDS, Massachusetts 
could lose out as in the highly 
competitive business climate to 
attract new Israeli companies 
as they look to establish them-
selves in the US.

A group of some 100 orga-
nizations opposes the legisla-
tion including Jewish Voice 
for Peace, a national organi-
zation with an active Boston 
chapter that calls for an end 
to an Israeli presence in the 
West Bank and supports the 
BDS movement, as well as the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
of Massachusetts. On its web-
site, JVP Boston says that BDS 
boycotts do not target compa-
nies because of national origin 
but to lawfully impact Israeli 
policies towards Palestinians.

While on its face, the pro-
posed law does not interfere 
with a person’s right to boy-
cott, the bill’s supporters and 
some of its sponsors have stated 
that the bill’s intent is to curb 
BDS campaigns, which would 
be unconstitutional, according 
to Sarah Wunsch, deputy legal 

director of ACLU Massachusetts. 
Wunsch said that the US 
Supreme Court has found that 
the right to engage in peaceful 
boycotts is protected by the First 
Amendment.

“This does have a chilling 
affect,” Wunsch said. The ACLU 
plans to testify against the bill, 
she said.

But Agulnek and Ehrlich 
reject this assertion and say it is 
an inaccurate characterization 
of the bill.

“This does not stop anyone 
from doing what they please with 
their own ideas and resources. It 
simply says that the state will 
not support you financially if 
you engage in discriminatory 
acts,” said Ehrlich. “Free speech 
does not mean consequence-
free speech.”

In addition to Ehrlich, other 
North Shore legislative cospon-
sors include state Senators Joan 
Lovely, Barbara L’Italien, and 
representatives Daniel Cahill, 
Brendan Crighton, Bradford 
Hill, Paul Tucker, and Donald 
Wong. 

Anti-BDS bill 
from page 1

Photo by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
Over 200 people attended the 
rally against hate in Marblehead.

Rally
from page 1
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W hen people talk about fundraising for 
Jewish charities on the North Shore 
and in Greater Boston, Flori Schwartz’s 

name is usually one of the first mentioned. For 
the last 32 years, she’s worked tirelessly for Jewish 
organizations, including Cohen Hillel Academy, 
the Anti-Defamation League, and currently for 
Combined Jewish Philanthropies. A native of Great 
Neck, NY, she moved with her husband, Dr. David 
Schwartz, to the North Shore 32 years ago and lives 
in Swampscott. She is the mother of Jeffrey, Avra, 
and Abby, and has a grandson, Alexander. 

Flori, could you tell us about growing up in Great 
Neck?

My father was a doctor, an internist, who made 
house calls. My family belonged to a temple but we 
weren’t really engaged in the Jewish community other 
than going to High Holiday services. I met my husband 
while we were at the University of Rochester. And 
then I met his family, and Jewish life was part of their 
everyday life, and that’s where my engagement with 
the Jewish community started. My Jewish identity has 
been very strong since I married my husband. David 
grew up in a very observant household. His parents 
were both presidents of the temple at different times, 
and his mother taught Sunday school. I think his 
parents – especially his mother – became role models 
for me in terms of Jewish identity and the Jewish 
family. 

Originally, you planned to become a doctor?
Yes. I thought I would become a doctor but I 

realized that it was my father’s dream and not mine. 

Why did you move to the 
North Shore?

It was a career 
opportunity for David – he 
joined a practice affiliated 
with Beverly Hospital. We 
moved from Philadelphia, 
where we both worked 
at the University of 
Pennsylvania. He was 
teaching at the medical 
school and I also worked 
for the university and 
my first career was in the 
public health arena. I did 
a combination of research 
and administration there. 

So, I was thrown into 
this community and I was 
looking for something, and 
I walked into the basement 
of the old Temple Israel in 
Swampscott, which was 
then Hillel Academy. It was 
1985 and I met Bennett and 

Sue Solomon. Bennett was the head of the school. I 
said ‘I’m a stranger in a strange land’ and I was not 
happy about this move, and he was reassuring and 
said, ‘Hillel will be your home and family and the 
Jewish community will embrace you,’ and that began 
my love affair with the Jewish community. We sent all 
of our children to Hillel. 

How did you get into fundraising?
I started volunteering for Hillel, and I 

started working on the idea of holding an 
annual Hillel gala concert. That actually 

began in 1988 after 
Bennett died. The 
concert was Peter, Paul 
and Mary at the North 
Shore Music Theatre, 
and we sold out the 
1,800 seats. I got to 
introduce them on 
stage, and Peter Yarrow 
dedicated the song “Light One 
Candle” to the memory of Bennett. 
Bennett died during Hanukkah in 
1987. He was just 37.

At the same time, I started doing 
freelance grant writing for the Jewish 
Vocational Services of the North 
Shore. And that was the time of the 
big Russian immigration, so we were 
writing grants in support of the new 
Americans who were coming.

You had an opportunity to work 
with the late Lenny Zakim at the 
Anti-Defamation League. Could 
you tell us about Lenny?

He was inspiring, he was 

tenacious, and he was stubborn but in a good way. If 
he believed in something he was unyielding – he was 
smart, articulate, and very passionate. He was also sick 
then. He definitely made a mark; it was very emotional 
to work there. I learned a lot. Once, somebody 
complained to him. And he said, ‘Look, I come to 
work every day knowing I’m dying and I still get my 
work done and more. If you sit around and say I can’t 
or I feel sorry for myself, then what good is that?’ He 
believed that if something was important, you’ve got 
to make it work. He believed that if there’s a roadblock, 
then one should go around it or go to people who can 
help you figure it out.

How is it to work with Barry Shrage, and what have 
you learned from him?

Barry is a joy to work with and an inspiration to 
the staff as well as the community. There are over 150 
people who work at CJP and he treats every one of 
us with respect – regardless of our job title/position. 
Barry has a tremendous thirst for knowledge. He is 
always learning and reading. Barry really believes in 
every one of us, which inspires us in the work we do. 
He is comfortable quoting biblical texts, the Founding 
Fathers, or lyrics from the Broadway smash ‘Hamilton.’ 

You’ve worked with Bennett Solomon, Lenny 
Zakim, and Barry Shrage – three prominent Jewish 
leaders in New England over the years. Do you see 
any similarities or common threads/ideologies 
between the three?

All three of these men were brilliant leaders in 
their field – all were among the most passionate and 
compassionate individuals I have ever met. They all 

truly loved their work. It was and 
is more than just a job. They were 
forward thinking visionaries as 
well as being Jewish community 
leaders. 

Why are you so passionate 
about the Jewish community 
and fundraising?

The Jewish community became 
my family when we moved to 
the North Shore in 1985. I care 
about my ‘family’ … I want to 
do everything in my power to 

ensure that our community is strong, healthy, and 
stable. Obviously, our community – the North Shore 
and beyond – needs financial support. We need to 
care for people who can’t care for themselves. We 
need to educate and engage people, including the 
next generation. We need to promote social justice 
for all people and we need to support our brothers 
and sisters in Israel and around the world. I think that 
every fundraising job I have held has focused on at 
least one of these areas. This has made my job much 
easier.

Additionally, as much as I have given – through 
work, volunteering, and financial contributions – I 
have gotten so much back. I have met some of the 
finest people through my work – both professional 
and as a lay leader. Many of these people started as my 
mentors and evolved into wonderful friends – part of 
my extended family.

TODAY’S MENSCHION: FLORI SCHWARTZ

Honorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
exceptional contributions close to home and around the world

“We need to  
promote social justice 
for all people and we 
need to support our 
brothers and sisters 
in Israel and around  

the world.” 

Photo by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff

Flori Schwartz with her  
grandson Alexander
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