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It was Labor Day weekend and 
Hurricane Harvey was pounding Houston 
and southern Texas and Nate Dalton 
decided to pick up the phone and call 
Rabbi Yossi Lipsker in Swampscott. 

“What are we going to do about 
Houston?” Dalton asked.

Lipsker knew exactly what his friend 
was asking about. Dalton, a philanthro-
pist and former Marblehead resident, 
had teamed up with Lipsker three times 
last year to provide hurricane relief 
for residents of hard hit communities 
in Savannah, Baton Rouge, and New 
Orleans. The two created 1 Mitzvah, a 
nonprofit dedicated to spreading the 
awareness of the power of performing 
one good deed.

“We are just happy to be able to add 
our little bit to all the Americans pitching 
in to help our neighbors. Our organiza-
tion was founded on the simple idea 
that one good deed or mitzvah leads to 
another,” said Dalton.

Last year, Lipsker had brought Jewish 
teens and adults from the North Shore to 
help with the cleanups, but school was 
about to begin. Lipsker decided to call for 
backups from the expansive Chabad net-
work of rabbis. “I realized I was going to 
go, and I said to myself if I can reach this 
conclusion, let me find 49 other rabbis 
around the country that will do this. He 

convinced his brothers-in-law in Virginia, 
Yossel Kranz and Sholom Deitsch to go, 
and then they created a What’s App group. 
Phone calls started to come in from all 
over the country, and within a day, 50 
rabbis were set to convene in Houston, 
where they would spend 48 hours assist-

ing Red Cross and emergency workers, 
and Chabad in Houston. 

Meanwhile, right before Labor Day, 
Lipsker coordinated a convoy of relief 
trucks stuffed with food supplies that 
headed to Houston from Connecticut, 
Michigan, Tennessee and Georgia. By the 

time the 50 rabbis arrived last Tuesday, 
the supplies in the trucks were waiting to 
be emptied and distributed by the rabbis.

In Houston, the rabbis were dis-
patched to homes around the entire 
city to meet with Jews and non-Jews 
who were impacted by the hurricane. 
The rabbis entered waterlogged homes, 
and helped people carry their personal 
items out to the street. While some rabbis 
helped tear down walls to rid the homes 
of mold, others were sent to shelters were 
they spent hours talking with people who 
needed a shoulder to cry on. “There was 
an enormous shortage of qualified pasto-
ral personnel and we filled a huge void,” 
Lipsker explained.  

Meanwhile, locals were overjoyed to 
meet the rabbis. “I had my yarmulke and 
tzitzis on and people would say, ‘Are you 
Jewish?’ They were very curious about it. 
They said ‘this is so powerful, thank you 
for coming and doing this, and G-d bless 
you.’ ” 

Said Rabbi Chaim Marcus of Los 
Angeles, “Our team spent a few hours 
in this neighborhood doing what I’d 
call shlepping and listening. Helping peo-
ple with the physical and the spiritual. If 
we had a camera with every team, there 
would be dozens of pictures of rabbis in 
driveways and homes lending an ear and 
giving a hug; pictures of shlepping heavy 
furniture, helping rip out drywall, sorting 
through documents and preserving what 

By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON – As construc-
tion cranes prepare to repair 
the New England Holocaust 
Memorial, which was vandal-
ized twice this summer, law 
enforcement agencies are 
proceeding with three sepa-
rate criminal cases involving 
destruction of the memorial. 
Investigators are also weigh-
ing whether the incidents con-
stitute hate crimes, which are 
civil rights violations, accord-
ing to Jake Wark, press secre-
tary to Suffolk County District 
Attorney Daniel F. Conley.   

James Isaac, who allegedly 
threw a large rock through one 
of the memorial’s glass panels, 
was arraigned in the first inci-
dent on June 28. He was charged 
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While Alex Smith was 
throwing for four touchdowns 
and Kareem Hunt was rushing 
for 148 yards, you may have 
noticed Kansas City’s hulk-
ing right offensive tackle in 
the Chiefs’ 42-27 victory over 
the Patriots in the defending 
Super Bowl champ’s season 
opener.

Now entering his sixth sea-
son, Mitchell Schwartz has 
never missed a game in his 
NFL career. One of the most 
notable was in 2013, when the 
6-5, 320-pound Mitchell was with the Cleveland Browns and his older brother, Geoff, 
was an offensive lineman with the Chiefs. Mitchell and Geoff became the first Jewish 
siblings to compete against each other in NFL history.

In this year’s opener, many Patriots fans probably thought the outcome of the 
game would have been different had Julian Edelman – New England’s own Jewish 
star – not been sidelined for the season with a torn ACL in his right knee.

Edelman, Tom Brady’s trusted target over the middle, was named the fourth-best 

Patriots’ Edelman among 
brightest Jewish stars in NFL

Holocaust memorial  
set to be repaired again 

Photo by Penny Schwartz
A small bouquet of flowers and a framed message 
sat at the base of a missing pane of glass at the New 
England Holocaust Memorial last week. 

Julian Edelman prays at the Western Wall.

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker, of Chabad of the North Shore, consoles a flood victim in Houston.

50 rabbis, and 48 hours in Houston 

continued on page 20
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Beyond the swimming, 
sports, drama, and art, 
Jewish camps that partici-

pate in the national Cornerstone 
Project offer something special: 
Jewish-centered programming 
that is a fun, seamless part of 
the camp experience.

For the past 15 years, over 
4,000 camp counselors – called 
fellows – from across the country 
have traveled to the Foundation 
for Jewish Camp Cornerstone 
Seminar in Pennsylvania to par-
ticipate in programming and 
seminars that are designed to 
build leaders, help the coun-
selors see themselves as Jewish 
educators, and bring back 
meaningful programs to their 
camps.

“Each group develops pro-
gramming that is specific to 
their own camp,” said Marriah 
Vengroff-Butts, Cornerstone liai-
son for Camp Tel Noar, a Cohen 
Family Camp in Hampstead, 
N.H. “The experience totally 
warms you up for camp and 
gets you thinking about how 
to incorporate Jewish life and 
learning into camp, but also to 
keep it light. 

“At Tel Noar, we have all the 
fun activities you would expect 
and more. We have a sense of 
community and we celebrate 
being Jewish in the regular 
context of the day and through 
Shabbat services.”

Jonathan Cohen is president 
of Cohen Family Camps, which 
also has summer locations in 
Brookline, N.H. (Camp Tevya) 
and Pembroke, Mass. (Camp 
Pembroke). “Staff is the criti-
cal component to a camp pro-
gram,” he said. “What benefits 
our staffs in turn benefits our 
campers.” 

“Tel Noar fellows par-
ticipated in learning tracks at 
Cornerstone related to their role 
at camp or personal interest,” 
said Vengroff-Butts. “Our five 
fellows then worked together to 
develop camp-wide program-
ming ideas based on our seven 
core principles: joy, gratitude, 
integrity, forgiveness, kindness, 
curiosity, and community.”

The programming the fellows 
learn connects Judaism into 
everyday programming.

“For example, Benée 
Hershon, our nature coun-
selor, infused Judaism into the 
campers walks in the woods,” 
Vengroff-Butts said. “In addi-
tion, our fellows taught Jewish 
life classes on Saturdays.”

“My Oneg program starts 
with a story of a Jewish survival, 
such as the Israelites crossing 

the desert, and then we go out 
into the woods and build shel-
ters,” explained Hershon.

For the camp-wide program, 
the Tel Noar fellows created a 
cast of super heroes who each 
represent a core value. 

“A character named the 
Shabbat Sorcerer appeared and 
introduced the value of the week 
and his friend that represented 
that value,” said Vengroff-Butts. 
“Captain Integrity came one 
week and handed out challeng-
es to the campers to demon-
strate integrity.”

“The kids loved the super 
heroes,” said Hershon, who took 
on the role of Granny Gratitude. 
“They looked forward to which 
one would come next.”

Said Vengroff-Butts, “Not 
only did our fellows create the 
super heroes, one of fellows, Ben 
Goldberg, is a talented artist and 
he created a comic to go with 
the hero. Another fellow, Noah 
Greenstein, then animated that 
comic.” 

Julie Finkelstein, director of 
leadership development for the 
Foundation for Jewish Camp 
Cornerstone, visited Tel Noar in 
July to see the seeds of the ideas 
planted blossom.

“The Tel Noar super hero pro-
gram was very creative and the 
kids loved it. I got to see the 
Shabbat Sorcerer and Captain 
Integrity,” said Finkelstein. “The 
individual programs were great, 
too, and you could see the fel-
lows were passionate about 
what they do.”

Vengroff-Butts not only saw 
what the counselors could do, 
but predicted a bright future.

“The long-term benefit and 
hope is that these young fellows 
will go on to find a place in the 
Jewish world and work in Jewish 
organizations, becoming the 
leaders of tomorrow,” she said. 

Counselors spread Jewish 
values at summer camps 

Camp Tel Noar 2017 Cornerstone Fellows (left to right) Ben 
Goldberg, Benée Gershon, Ryan Fox, Noah Greenstein and Tal Caspi.

Granny Gratitude (Benée 
Gershon) and the Shabbat 
Sorcerer (Ben Goldberg) were 
among the superhero characters 
created by the Cornerstone fel-
lows to represent the camp’s 
core values.
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By Rabbi Shlomo Riskin    

EFRAT, Israel — “For this 
commandment that I have com-
manded you today is not con-
cealed from you, nor is it far 
away.” [Deut. 30:11].

How often it is that we – and 
people we know – say, “I can’t 
help it. It’s in my nature to get 
angry.” Or, perhaps most com-
monly, “I give up. I’ll never be 
able to go on a diet and keep 
the weight off.” At this time 
of year, perhaps more than at 
any other time, we wrestle with 
issues such as these brought to 
our attention as a result of deep 
introspection.

Rabbi Yisrael Salanter, the 
great 19th century scholar, 
noted, “It is easier to learn the 
entire Talmud than to change 
one character trait.” Indeed, 
can we change? Is a particular 
trait part and parcel of human 
nature, built into the our per-
sonality, seemingly impossible 
to overcome?

Judaism, with its emphatic 
message of freedom of choice, 
insists on our ability to change. 
But is it really fair to ask individ-
uals to do what may very well be 
beyond their ability to achieve? 
Do we really have the power 
to overcome our most  potent 
and persistent weaknesses? To 
what extent can we take into 
account the human difficulty in 
overcoming one’s weakness?

Our Torah portion, Nitzavim, 
emphatically insists on the pos-
sibility of change, no matter 
the circumstances: “I have set 
before you so that you will con-
sider in your heart, among all 
the nations where the Lord your 
God has banished you. And you 
shall return to the Lord your 
God and obey His voice” [v. 1–2].

And once a person has begun 
the process of teshuva, God 
Himself – aware of the almost 
insuperable difficulty of chang-
ing one’s nature and overcoming 
one’s inherent weakness – steps 
in and completes the process on 
behalf of the penitent: “And the 
Lord your God will circumcise 
your heart and the heart of your 
seed to love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all 
your soul in order that you may 
live” [v.  6].

From the perspective of the 
Holy Zohar, the mystical inter-
pretation of the Bible, this is 
the difference between Rosh 
Hashana and Yom Kippur. Rosh 
Hashana falls on the first day 
of the month of Tishrei, when 
the moon – a symbol of God’s 
light and grace – is hidden and 
barely visible. The individual 
approaches the synagogue in 
fearful and trembling anticipa-
tion, hopeful but not at all cer-
tain that he can pierce through 
the veil of darkness covering the 
heaven and masking over the 
moon.

Ten days later, on Yom Kippur, 
the moon glows briefly, imbuing 
the heavens with renewed light 
and hope. The individual is then 
ecstatically reborn, cleansed, 
transformed, and purified by the 
grace of Divine love and forgive-
ness.

Indeed, we repeat again and 
again throughout the penitential 
prayers of the Day of Atonement 
the words of the prophet Ezekiel: 
“And I shall sprinkle upon you 

the purifying waters and you 
shall be purified…and I shall 
give you a new heart, and a new 
spirit shall I place in your midst” 
[36:25–26].

We can thus appreciate anew 
the enormous power of Yom 
Kippur, the one day during the 
year when the Almighty grants 
us not only forgiveness, but also 
the renewed inner strength to 
overcome our inborn weakness-
es and foibles.

And we also may better 
understand the terse interpreta-
tion of Rabbi Menachem Mendel 
of Kotzk on the verse immedi-
ately following the command – 
as well as our ability – to repent 
after one has transgressed: “For 
this commandment that I have 
commanded you today is not…
far away from you” [ibid., 30:11]. 
Says the Kotzker, “It requires 
only one small turn (Yiddish: 
nur ein kleine drei).”

What he apparently meant 
was that the penitent is expect-
ed only to make a change in 
direction, to turn his back on 
his temptations and begin to 
embrace God and His Torah.

We return to our original 
question: can we change? The 
simple answer is yes. However, 
it is incumbent upon the would-
be penitent to make the all-
important first step. At that 
point, the Almighty will give him 
a hand to help him complete 
the journey, as the Sages taught, 
“One who comes to be puri-
fied receives Divine assistance” 
[Talmud, Yoma 38b]. And at the 
end of Yom Kippur, after a day of 
pleading with God for forgive-
ness and atonement, we cry out 
in the Ne’ila prayer: “Your right 
hand is extended to accept the 
penitent!” – reminding us that 
when returning to God, we are 
never alone.

 Rabbi Shlomo Riskin is the 
chief rabbi of Efrat.

Shabbat  
Candle Lighting

Friday, Sept 15 ~ 6:34 p.m.
Friday, Sept 22 ~ 6:22 p.m.
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When returning to God,  
we are never alone



Israeli emergency rescue 
teams have arrived in Miami 
to assist in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Irma’s destruction.

The delegation, coordinated 
by the umbrella organization 
Israel Rescue Coalition (IRC), 
includes Israel’s United Hatzalah 
emergency response group. They 
will deploy search-and-rescue 

teams, as well as EMS and psy-
chotrauma units in South Florida 
where the hurricane hit hard.

“Our job as volunteers will be 
to help the community and deal 
with the situation as best we can 
in the absence of American offi-
cials, until they arrive,” said Moti 
Elmaliah, a spokesman for the 
IRC, reported Yediot Ahronot.  

Hurricane Irma made landfall 
in Florida Sunday as a Category 3 
storm near Naples. It was down-
graded to tropical storm as of 
Monday morning and has left 
millions without power. It comes 
on the heels of Hurricane Harvey, 
which wreaked havoc in Texas, 
including severe flooding for 
Jewish families and institutions 
in Houston.

Florida is home to the third-
largest Jewish community—an 

estimated 655,000 people—in 
the U.S. Many Jewish residents 
evacuated in advance of the 
storm.

Ahead of Irma’s arrival, Israel’s 
Foreign Ministry issued a warn-
ing to Israelis residing in areas 
expected to be hit by the hur-
ricane, and evacuated its dip-
lomats from the region, as the 
massive storm approached the 
Florida Keys and the entire state 
of Florida. 
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Jewish World and Mideast News Briefs
— from Jewish News Service (JNS.org)

Israeli rescue teams deployed to South Florida

European Jewish group calls on French 
authorities for stronger action on anti-Semitism

The European Jewish Congress (EJC) is calling on French authori-
ties to take strong action against anti-Semitism in the wake of a 
recent attack on a Jewish leader.

Last week, three attackers entered the home of Roger Pinto, 
president of Siona, a group that represents French Sephardic Jews, 
in the Paris suburb of Livry-Gargan. The attackers cut the electric-
ity and confined three members of the family - Pinto, his wife and 
son - beating them and threatening to kill them, until one of them 
managed to escape and alert the police, said anti-Semitism watch-
dog BNVCA. The attackers eventually fled after they were told police 
were on their way.

Following the Pinto attack, French Interior Minister Gerard 
Collomb said the French government is determined “to do every-
thing to combat every form of racism and anti-Semitism, which 
have no place in the French Republic.”

Prior to the attack, a former principal at a Marseille preparatory 
school, Bernard Ravet, told France’s L’Express newspaper that he 
actively encouraged Jews not to apply to his school out of fear they 
would “get beat to a pulp.”

“Unfortunately, we see these two incidents, and many others, as 
intertwined, where parts of French society are becoming increasing-
ly anti-Semitic on the one hand, and this hate towards Jews is being 
accepted and tolerated by other parts,” Dr. Moshe Kantor, president 
of the EJC, said in a statement. “We call on French authorities to 
firmly root out societal anti-Semitism and its passive acceptance.

“We appreciated the important words of the French government 
in trying to make Jews feel safe in their country,” Kantor continued. 
“However, it doesn’t appear that much has changed on the ground 
for French Jews who are still regularly attacked.”

“If in a society where free education as a basic right for all citizens 
is being denied some Jews because of safety matters, it is clear that 
the central principals of the Republic is failing them.”

Sara Netanyahu to be 
indicted in residence 
spending scandal

Israeli Attorney General 
Avichai Mandelblit announced 
Friday that pending a hear-
ing, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s wife, Sara, will be 
indicted over alleged financial 
irregularities relating to the offi-
cial prime minister’s residence 
in Jerusalem, Israel’s Channel 10 
reported.

Mandelblit also said a for-
mer deputy director general of 
the Prime Minister’s Office, Ezra 
Saidoff, would also be indicted 
pending a hearing.

In May 2016, police recom-
mended that Sara Netanyahu 
stand trial in four different cases 
in which the Israeli government 
was supposedly billed for items 
or services for which she should 
have paid out of pocket, includ-
ing the cost of home care for her 
late father.

In another case, the govern-
ment was allegedly billed for 
providing meals for more guests 
than were invited to an official 
dinner, leading to a suspicion 
that expenses were artificially 
inflated for the sake of a larger 
reimbursement.

The Netanyahu family said 
in a statement Friday, “The alle-
gations against the prime min-
ister’s wife are absurd and will 
be proven to be made up….The 
sharp rise in meal costs at the 
Prime Minister’s Residence was 
the result of a crime committed 
by problematic custodian Meni 
Naftali.”

JEWISH JOURNAL
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Consul General of Israel to New England
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Congregation
Shirat Hayam
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Congregation Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Ave.,  Swampscott  

Yehuda Yaakov has been the Consul 
General of Israel to New England since 
February 2014. He has focused largely on 
strengthening values-driven  
partnerships between Israel and 
New England in the areas of  
business, academia and social 
justice.  



By Gil Zohar
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

TORONTO – Visitors for 
the next half-year to the grand 
Royal Ontario Museum will see 
an obscene display among the 
collections of dinosaur fossils, 
Egyptian mummies, and suits of 
armor: a model of a gas cham-
ber from Auschwitz where some 
1 million Jews were put to death 
from 1942 to 1944.

The temporary installation, 
called The Evidence Room, con-
sists of white plaster replicas 
of elements of the Nazi murder 
machine. While the actual gas 
chamber, disguised as a shower, 
contained four steel mesh col-
umns through which pellets of 
Zyklon B insecticide were low-
ered to asphyxiate the prisoners 
locked inside, the replica dis-
plays a single column. Similarly, 
it depicts the heavy door, which 
was bolted from the outside.

The exhibit also includes a 
reproduction of the original 
architectural drawings prepared 
by German architect, engi-
neer, and SS-Sturmbannführer 

Karl Bischoff, who served 
at Auschwitz as chief of the 
Central Construction Office. 
Visitors note the meticulously 
planned airtight seal around the 
gas chamber’s door to prevent 
toxic leaks, and the grill-covered 
peephole that allowed visiting 
dignitaries to watch the prison-
ers die.

“To understand this room … 
we first have to acknowledge 
that it’s related to the most mur-
derous place,” said the exhibit 
creator, Robert Jan van Pelt, a 
leading Holocaust expert who is 
a professor at the University of 

Waterloo School of Architecture 
in southern Ontario.

Van Pelt’s display is the first 
in the museum’s series intend-
ed to encourage discussion of 
contemporary issues. The issue 
here is forensic architecture, a 
relatively new field that uses 
planning and design tools to 
understand human rights abus-
es.

For van Pelt, The Evidence 
Room represents the culmina-
tion of two decades of work.

Van Pelt, 61, who is from the 
Netherlands, served as an expert 
witness in the infamous David 
Irving Holocaust denial trial 
in London in 2000. There, as 
popularized in the 2016 movie 
“Denial,” Emory University pro-
fessor Deborah E. Lipstadt was 
accused of libel by Irving, the 
World War II pseudo-historian.

Irving famously quipped “No 
holes, no Holocaust.” Lipstadt’s 
defense team charged van Pelt 
with proving that indeed there 
were apertures in the gas cham-
bers’ ceilings through which 
poison pellets were introduced. 
His testimony at the trial led 
to his 2002 book, “The Case for 
Auschwitz: Evidence from the 
Irving Trial.”

The 590-page volume greatly 

impressed Alejandro Aravena, 
the curator of the 2016 Venice 
Architecture Biennale. The 
Chilean, who was award-
ed architecture’s prestigious 
Pritzker Prize for his work trans-
forming slums and making 
architecture a tool of justice and 
social change, commissioned 
van Pelt to create an exhibit 
explaining the workings of an 
Auschwitz gas chamber. That 
model was on display at last 
year’s Venice Biennale.

In preparing for the current 
exhibit at the Royal Ontario 
Museum, van Pelt, together with 
his colleagues Donald McKay, 
Anne Bordeleau, and Sascha 
Hastings, wrote a supplementa-
ry book, “The Evidence Room,” 
which was published in 2016. 

“It is difficult to imagine the 
details of a gas chamber, where 
humans were locked in to die,” 

says one Holocaust survivor, 
quoted in the new book. “One 
has to feel the double grates that 
protected the bucket filled with 
poison pellets from the desper-
ate hands of the condemned, 
peer into the bucket, imagine 
the pellets melting away, the 
poison oozing out of them. I 
knew a good deal about the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau murder 
factory, but the gas column real-
ly shocked me. Because of what 
I had read about people think-
ing they were going into a show-
er room, I had always imag-
ined the gas being dispersed by 
sprinklers. Touching that con-
struction had a profound effect 
on me … a new visceral recogni-
tion all these years later.”

The Evidence Room will be 
on display at the Royal Ontario 
Museum until January 28, 2018.

Whether the emergency is a terrorist attack or a heart attack, the paramedics of Magen David Adom, 
Israel’s emergency medical response and blood-banking agency, save lives in Israel every day. As we enter 
the new year hoping for peace, we must continue to prepare for routine and terror-related emergencies. 

If you’re looking to make a difference for Israel and secure the nation’s health and safety for the coming year, 
there’s no better way than through a gift to MDA. Please give today. Shanah Tovah.

This Rosh HaShanah, make a healthy 
New Year a reality for millions of Israelis.

AFMDA New England
PO Box 812053
Wellesley, MA 02482
Tel 781.489.5166 l new-england@afmda.org
www.afmda.org  
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The Evidence Room is a grim reminder of Auschwitz gas chambers

Photos courtesy of theevidenceroom.com
The Evidence Room exhibit at the Royal Ontario Museum.

A side view of The Evidence Room exhibit.

It’s what we’re all about.
Open House
Saturday, September 23  Sunday, October 29
Register at www.stjohnsprep.org/visit or 978.624.1301

St. John’s Prep, 72 Spring Street, Danvers, MA 01923
A Catholic, Xaverian Brothers Sponsored School for young men in grades 6 through 12
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Re: September 7, Jewish 
Journal. Terrific issue. I’m still 
reading it. I love the diversity, 
the emphasis on the arts, and 
the hilarious Hersh cartoon. 
Keep up the great work.

Bette Keva
Marblehead 

Journal reader: I love 
the diversity’

Thank you to all who wrote 
articles and commentaries 
about the horror of the lethal 
and rageful hate-mongers 
along with the moral failures 
of President Trump and his 
major Jewish supporters. It is 
a very emotional catharsis that 
is no less somatic than intel-
lectual for me to read August 
24 issue of the Jewish Journal. I 
am not an affluent person, but 
the Journal’s reporting impels 
me to make a donation for sup-
port of such profoundly needed 
journalism.

Dick Freedman
Chestnut Hill 

Reader praises  
Journal’s reporting,  
and journalism

Re: “Jews in Recovery” 
(Jewish Journal, September 7), 
The Jewish Recovery Network 
is affiliated with JACS. JACS 
(Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically 
Dependent Persons, and 
Significant others) is a great 
resource for the Jewish recov-
ery community. They promote 
knowledge of addiction and 
addiction treatment, and how it 
affects those in the Jewish com-
munity. 

Jewish Recovery Network is 
located at 333 Nahanton Street, 
Newton. For more information 
visit jacsweb.org, or call (617) 
527-1888.

Howard Wiseman
Sharon

Help for Jews  
in recovery and  
their families

I just finished reading your 
article, “Jews in Recovery,” in 
the September 7 Jewish Journal. 
It was so well done and reminds 
us that addiction can happen to 
anyone. Many thanks for writ-
ing this article.

Marilyn Andrews
Malden

‘Jews in Recovery’ 
resonates

In the waning days of Elul, a month of 
reflection, we await Rosh Hashanah – 
which begins next Wednesday night. 

During this month, it is customary for Jews 
to meditate on the past year and take stock of 
our actions. Not every Jew cares about the 
holiday or the month, but for many, it is a 
gift which allows us to pause and consider all 
that has transpired in the last year. Here’s an 
Elul primer to lift the soul as we prepare to 
begin the new year:

According to tradition, we pay our respects 
during Elul to relatives and friends who have 
passed on. At the cemetery, we place stones 
on graves to honor the deceased and to let 
others know that the grave has been recently 
visited. 

In Elul, every morning service ends with 
a blast of the shofar – save for Elul 29, the 
day before Rosh Hashanah. According to 
scholars, one reason the shofar is sounded 
in Elul is to commemorate Moses’ second 
ascent of Mount Sinai. That ascent, which 
stretched from the first day of Elul through 
Yom Kippur, was complemented by shofar 
blasts. If you can, go to a synagogue during 
Elul, and listen to the shofar. Close your eyes, 
and listen to the notes drift to the heavens. It 
can be an otherworldly experience. 

Elul is a period of introspection. In our 
prayer books, we read that Teshuva (return-
ing to God), charity and prayer can nul-

lify harsh decrees. These are simple ways 
of repairing the soul: when we talk directly 
to God we release our burdens, anxiety and 
pain; when we give charity, we generally feel 
better; when we pray, we meditate, and can 
reach new spiritual heights. 

Words can elevate others, and during the 
month we offer the greeting Ketivah vach-
atimah tovah, or  “May you be inscribed and 
sealed for a good year.” This is an affirma-
tion of life, and who doesn’t like to bestow or 
receive a positive message or blessing? It can 
change a person’s day. 

Rosh Hashanah is just around the corner. 
Try one or more of these customs. It seemed 
to work for a lot of our parents and grand-
parents, as they prepared for the new year. 
Maybe you’ll find there’s an innate wisdom 
to these traditions. 

An Elul primer
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By David Bedein 

Exactly two years ago, a senior offi-
cial at the US State Department 
questioned my journalism. He 

informed me that all the work that we 
had done on the Palestinian Authority 
textbooks used by the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) was 
one great fabrication, that the US gov-
ernment had checked out the textbooks 
used by UNRWA, and that they met the 
highest standards of peace education. 

Six months later, the White House 
issued a statement in a similar vein to 
a colleague in DC: “While there is still 
work to be done, the Palestinian gov-
ernment has made significant progress 
in reducing inflammatory rhetoric and 
revising official textbooks. Over the past 
few years, the Palestinian Authority has 
helped improve the Palestinian curric-
ulum, including textbooks that discuss 
human rights and the Holocaust, which 
has contributed to a better education for 
young Palestinians.”

To respond to this, I asked my staff to 
purchase all Palestinian Authority text-
books used by UNRWA and to translate 
all the books, so that we could hand the 
results to the US Congress and to the 
Israeli Knesset.  

One of the ironies is that the US 
Agency for International Development in 
Ramallah wrote to us, saying that the US 
never examines the textbooks … despite 
the fact that the US donates $400 million 
each year to UNRWA, one third of its 
budget. 

Here are some items taken from the 
new books used in UNRWA schools in the 
2017 academic year:

• The Zionist occupation started in 
1856 (Social Studies, Grade 9, Part 1, 
2017, p. 10)

“Since the Zionist movement estab-
lished in 1856 its first settlement, known as 
‘Montefioriyyah’ [Mishkenot Shaananim, 
built by Sir Moses Montefiore before the 
emergence of modern Zionism], south-
west of the Jerusalem city wall, the series 
of division [actions] in Palestine has not 
stopped. It [i.e., the Zionist movement] 
established settlements that included 
training centers and arms depots. After 

the Catastrophe [Nakbah in Arabic] of 
1948 it ruled over more than 78% of 
Palestine’s territory. More than 850 thou-
sand Palestinians were made to emi-
grate and they and their families lived 
in refugee camps in Palestine and in the 
Diaspora. Nothing of it [Palestine] was 
left, except the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank that were occupied [later] in 1967.”

• Zionists adopted Canaanite place 
names (Social Studies, Grade 6, Part 1, 
2017, p. 54)

“The Zionist occupation named its 
own settlements by these Canaanite 
names, [thus] having stolen and forged 
Palestinian national heritage and his-
tory.”

• Zionism’s changes in Jerusalem 
(Social Studies, Grade 7, Part 1, 2017, 
p. 62)

“The Zionist occupation pursued a 
policy of erasing Palestine’s Arab and 
Islamic features in general, and espe-
cially in Jerusalem. Since the first day 
of Jerusalem’s occupation, the Zionists 
started to change the identity of this Arab-
Muslim city and make it [a city] of a Zionist 
nature. They confiscated Palestinian land 
and built settlements there, harassed the 
Palestinian inhabitants in order to force 
them to leave Jerusalem, so that the set-
tlers would come in their stead, demol-
ished houses and forced the inhabitants 

to emigrate, took their identity cards and 
separated Jerusalem from its Arab envi-
ronment. They annexed the Islamic fea-
tures to the Zionist heritage list, as they 
transformed the Al-Buraq Wall into the 
Wailing Wall; they destroyed the Mugrabi 

neighborhood and changed its Arab-
Muslim nature; they removed some of 
the Jerusalem city wall and put instead 
other ones with Zionist decorations and 
forms; they opened Jewish synagogues in 
Jerusalem’s Old City, and they are striving 
painstakingly these days to gain control 
over the Noble Shrine [Al-Haram al-Shar-
if – the traditional Arabic name of the 
Temple Mount] by letting the Zionist set-
tlers to enter it daily in preparation for its 
complete takeover and cut any Muslim 
connection to this place that is sacred to 
Muslims.”  

• The occupation releases boars to 
cause damage to the Palestinians’ crops 
(Social Studies, Grade 9, Part 1, 2017, p. 
21)

“The occupation has transformed vast 
areas of the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip into dumps of poisonous refuse 
and acted to pollute the Palestinian envi-
ronment with radioactive and chemical 
materials, which has caused an increase 
of the averages of affliction with severe 
diseases, chiefly cancer. It [also] dumped 
their markets with spoiled goods beyond 
their expiration dates in the Zionist mar-
kets such as cars and foodstuffs, and 
released herds of boars that caused dam-
age to the inhabitants and their crops ...”

• The Zionist gangs (Arabic Language, 
Grade 9, Part 1, 2017, p. 23)

“… And the land – it changed its fea-
tures out of anger, as if it could not bear 
the steps of those ones who broke into 
it without asking permission – Zionist 
gangs that came from a foreign world 
loaded with hostility and hatred to Arabs 
and Palestinians.”

• Map titled “the Arab Homeland –
Political” (Social Studies, Grade 9, Part 
1, 2017, p. 5)

The whole country appears in one 
color with the name “Palestine” next to it.

David Bedein is the director of 
Israel Resource News Agency and also 
administers the Center for Near East 
Policy Research. He is also the author 
of “Roadblock to Peace – How the UN 
Perpetuates the Arab-Israeli Conflict: 
UNRWA Policies Reconsidered” and “The 
Genesis of the Palestinian Authority.” His 
website is israelbehindthenews.com.

Palestinian Authority continues  
its hate curriculum in school textbooks 

Tel Aviv shown as an Arab village on a 
Palestinian Authority map for first grade.

A map denying Israel’s existence; instead, the country is labeled “Palestine.”

By Jonathan S. Tobin
JNS.ORG

What can the hunt for 
Josef Mengele teach 
us about the challeng-

es facing Jews today? With a 
debate stirring about whether 
left-wing or right-wing Jew-
haters pose the greater threat, 
a new account of the decisions 
made by Israel’s leaders regard-
ing the evil doctor of Auschwitz 
should give us some food for 
thought.

Author Ronen Bergman has 
written a new book about Israeli 
intelligence and contributed an 
op-ed in The New York Times 
concerning an enduring mys-
tery of the Mossad: Why wasn’t 
Mengele brought to justice like 
Adolf Eichmann?

Israel made the capture of 
Eichmann – the man respon-
sible for organizing the Nazi 
industrialization of murder – a 
priority mission for its intel-
ligence operatives. After he was 
run to ground in Argentina and 
brought to Israel for trial and 
eventual execution, Mengele 
was the logical next target. Yet 
he evaded capture and died a 
free man in Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
in 1979.

Was he just too clever or 

lucky? No. As Bergman reports, 
Mengele was spotted in Sao 
Paulo in 1962 by a Mossad 
team. Had their command-
ers and their political masters 
ordered an operation to snatch 
him, he would have gotten the 
same just deserts Eichmann 
received. But they didn’t, and 
their reason provides an insight 
both into Israeli history and the 
choices that are often posed to 
the Jewish people.

As Bergman explains, the 
same day that the news about 
Mengele’s spotting arrived on 
Mossad chief Isser Harel’s desk, 
he learned Egypt was recruit-
ing German scientists to build 
missiles. Harel oversaw the 
operation to get Eichmann but 

thought the threat from Egypt 
was more important than 
justice for Mengele. Had the 
Nasser regime – which was then 
using chemical weapons in its 
military adventure in Yemen 
– acquired missile technol-
ogy, that raised the prospect of 
Jews being gassed the next time 
Egypt attacked Israel.

With limited personnel at 
his disposal, Harel ordered 
the Mossad to stand down in 
Brazil and to concentrate on a 
campaign of intimidation and 
murder of Germans helping 
Egypt. Harel’s successor Meir 
Amit went further. He ordered 
his agents, “Stop chasing after 
ghosts from the past and devote 
all our manpower and resources 
to threats against the security of 
the state.” In other words, forget 
about old Nazis and concen-
trate on those Arabs and their 
allies trying to murder Jews 
now. Every Israeli prime min-
ister concurred with Amit until 
Menachem Begin was elected 
in 1977. But Mengele died long 
before the Mossad was able to 
track him down again. 

Yet the question lingers as 
to whether the Mossad’s deci-
sion to de-prioritize the hunt 
for Nazis was correct. Perhaps it 
might have been possible to do 

both, but it is not unreasonable 
to argue that a choice had to be 
made. Getting Mengele would 
have been just and emotion-
ally satisfying, yet addressing 
its scarce resources to the more 
potent threat was probably the 
rational option.

Today, Jews face another 
portentous choice.

Thanks to what happened 
in Charlottesville, Va., last 
month, neo-Nazis are much on 
our minds. The imagery of a 
torchlight march of American 
racists chanting anti-Semitic 
slogans evoked the tragic past 
in a way that few events have 
done. With a small but noisy 
alt-right movement spreading 
Jew-hatred on the Internet and 
social media, it’s also no lon-
ger possible to claim the anti-
Semitic right is dead, as many 
of us had thought.

Yet while Charlottesville has 
refocused us on neo-Nazis, 
the growing forces of the anti-
Semitic left may be a far more 
potent contemporary threat. 
President Donald Trump’s 
inconsistent statements about 
Charlottesville were outra-
geous and have encouraged 
hate groups. But although we 
are right to worry about the 
alt-right, the ability of left-

wing Israel-haters and their 
Islamist allies to mobilize far 
larger numbers of supporters in 
Europe and on American col-
lege campuses is a more serious 
problem. They can also influ-
ence popular culture and main-
stream politics via the anti-
Trump “resistance.” That pres-
ents a clear and present danger 
to Jewish communities and stu-
dents that the marginal figures 
that assembled in Virginia do 
not.

Jews are capable of oppos-
ing both threats. Yet if, due to 
the antipathy Trump generates 
among many Jews, we ignore 
the left-wing anti-Semites in 
order to concentrate on the 
less dangerous rightwing hat-
ers, that would be a mistake. 
The Jews have more than one 
enemy, but the one that is still 
actively plotting the destruc-
tion of the Jewish state and the 
murder of Jews should remain 
the default priority. The les-
son of Jewish history is not 
just “never again.” Meir Amit’s 
warning about chasing ghosts 
should also not be forgotten.

Jonathan S. Tobin is opinion 
editor of JNS.org and a con-
tributing writer for National 
Review.

Mengele, Charlottesville and the lessons of history

Josef Mengele in 1956.



By Tspora Roth

As the leaves began to color 
crimson and yellow, and 
slowly spin to the ground 

in late summer breezes on 
the golden days, and the nip 
of autumn could be felt in the 
passing clouds and creeping, 
deeper-purple shadows of ever-
earlier evenings, I could be cer-
tain of one of Aunt Rivka’s visits.

Rivka wasn’t actually my aunt, 
of course. She was just a dis-
tant, elderly relative, a wrinkled 
woman like a dried-out apple. 
She took a particular interest in 
me, primarily because I liked to 
cook. So she would bustle into 
our suburban home, a bit stiff 
and creaky after her long bus 
trip from the city, with her note-
book full of recipes, her memo-
ries, and more than a few ghosts 
trailing behind her.

“Zippy!” she would call at the 
front door, as the taxi from the 
station let her off. “Zippy! Are 
you hungry?” I was never partic-
ularly hungry, growing up chub-
by in an over-stocked American 
kitchen, and I sometimes won-
dered why Rivka always asked. 
And I always felt weird, being 
called Zippy. 

I was a young teenage freak-
ster, much given to contempla-
tive indulgence in the Grateful 
Dead and underground comics. 
I automatically associated being 
called Zippy with the cartoon 
character Zippy the Pinhead. 
So my cross-cultural retort 
would always be, “First I was 

making donuts, and now I’m 
on a bus!” We came from vastly 
different worlds. Neither of us 
really grokked the other’s cul-
tural subtext, but we still man-
aged to communicate. The path 
became clearer as we rattled the 
pots and pans.

People in our extended fam-
ily often had two names. I had 
several identities assigned to 
me, early on. As a small child, I 
was under the impression that 
my Opa’s special nickname for 
me was “Oy Gevalt,” because 
he would bellow those words in 
greeting, chomping on his cigar 
as we would tumble chaotically 
into his very-ordered home.

Rivka never clearly articulat-
ed who the original Tspora was. 
Knowing better than to ques-
tion it directly, I just came to 
understand that this was also 
somehow a name I had inher-

ited along the way. I certainly 
preferred the softer “Tsipi” as 
a nickname, but Rivka truly 
enjoyed vocally sizzling that 
‘z’, so it was Zippy the Pinhead 
she called for at the door every 
autumn.

Perhaps Tsipi was one of an 
innumerable bevy of cousins, 
or ever a much-younger sister. 
In any event, I could never ask 
Rivka about her directly. I knew 
two things about Tsipi: she never 
made it out of Europe, and she 
loved tzimmes. Perhaps it was 
the sibilance in the names, com-
mon and proper. But I learned 
to cook Tsipi’s tzimmes over the 
years, as Autumn brought Rivka 
to the door each autumn. 

“It’s like the pot of gold at 
the end of the rainbow,” Rivka 
would intone each time we 
started this mystical prepara-
tion, mixing cultural metaphors 

as she went. We hand-cut the 
selected root vegetables – for 
Tsipi’s special tzimmes, the reci-
pe called for yams, carrots, ruta-
bagas and parsnips, all peeled 
and carefully cut into perfect 
circles. 

“They’re coins! Golden 
coins!” Rivka always explained, 
in her annual narrative of 
tzimmes creation. We would 
assemble these round symbolic 
golden coins of magical root 
vegetables in concentric circles 
in a greased baking dish (“Use 
oil! Never butter! We don’t want 
to mix dairy,” Rivka would mys-
teriously mutter in her kashrut 
incantation.) She would dot 

these spirals with prunes, which 
she had carefully pre-softened 
in a potent blend of tap water 
and Manischewitz sweet con-
cord.

Then pouring in a heady brew 
of orange juice, brown sugar, 
honey, cinnamon, and more 
than a little kosher wine, Rivka 
ritually anointed the casserole 
with this strong syrup. And each 

year, as she would carefully slide 
it into the hot oven, she would 
mutter quietly, “You know, Tsipi 
never had no golden coins. She 
never had much of anything. 
This was her dream, these coins. 
When there would be enough of 
everything, for everybody. When 
even a sweet carrot was special, 
for Tsipi. And she always saved 
a little bit, just for the one doll 
she had left. Always something 
for her doll.”

This incantation always left 
me flummoxed. “What was so 
special about carrots?” I’d think 
to myself. “They aren’t hard to 
get. They’re in every supermar-
ket.” And then I’d consider the 
surfeit of expensive dolls lin-
ing my ample suburban book-
shelves. “And one doll? Why 
in the world was she feeding 
carrots to her doll? Dolls don’t 
get hungry! And I don’t even 
know who Tsipi was,” contin-
ued my off-handed, unspoken 
thoughts.

I knew better to say these 
thoughts aloud, however. 
Instead, I would ritually end the 
great autumn tzimmes cooking 
ritual as Zippy the Pinhead, with 
a cartoon reference: “So, Rivka, 
you’re off the bus. How about 
we make some donuts?” 

“December,” Rivka would 
systematically respond. “We’ll 
make donuts in December. Jelly 
donuts, in December.”

Tspora Roth is a writer, who 
is currently looking for a nice 
husband.
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Sunday, October 1
Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell Street, Peabody

Sunday, October 15
Temple Sinai, 1 Community Road, Marblehead

Wednesday, October 25
Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell Street, Peabody

Fun! Friends! 
And a FREE adventure of a lifetime!

July 1-15, 2018

For more information about 
2018 Y2I or to RSVP for one of the 
informational meetings, contact
Sharon Wyner at 978-565-4450 or
swyner@lappinfoundation.org.

Y2I is two weeks filled with fun, friends and 
adventure with Jewish teens from the North Shore!

29 Congress Street • PO Box 986 • Salem, MA 01970
978-565-4450 • fax 978.744.1411 • www.lappinfoundation.org
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The Personal Essay 
Tsipi’s Tzimmes

The recipe called for 
yams, carrots, rutabagas 
and parsnips, all peeled 

and carefully cut into 
perfect circles. “They’re 

coins! Golden coins!” 
Rivka always explained.



with malicious destruction of 
property and causing more than 
$5,000 in damage to a place of 
worship, which includes build-
ings used to memorialize the 
dead. Issac was expected back in 
court this week. The 21-year-old 
is being held in Suffolk County 
jail, said Wark.

A 17-year-old juvenile from 
Malden, who allegedly smashed 
a pane at the memorial in a 
second incident on Aug. 14, 
was arrested and arraigned 
last month on charges of mali-
cious destruction of property 
over $250, and causing injury 
over $5,000 to a church, syna-
gogue or memorial. He has since 
been released back to his family 
and he was ordered by Suffolk 
County Juvenile Court Judge 
Terry Craven to comply with 
mental health treatment, and 
released to his family, according 
to Wark. His next juvenile court 
date is slated for Oct. 10.

In a separate case, as a crew 
was cleaning the broken glass 
at the memorial on the morn-
ing of Aug. 15, a man was seen 
damaging the plantings at the 
site, Wark said. Said Bouzit was 
later arrested and arraigned that 
day for vandalizing plantings at 
the memorial. Bouzit, who listed 
his residence as a mental health 
facility, is being held at Suffolk 
County Jail.

The three cases appear to be 
unrelated, Wark told the Journal. 
He also said that these local 
incidents do not seem to be 
connected with broader white 
supremacist or anti-Semitic 
groups.

“Regardless of the offend-
ers’ motivations, we take crimes 
like these very seriously,” Wark 
said. “It’s not a car window. The 
Holocaust memorial is a place 
that holds a great deal of impor-
tance to the Jewish commu-
nity in Boston and across the 
country. We will seek disposition 
that bears in mind the commu-
nity’s emotional investment in 
the New England Memorial,” he 
said. 

Robert Trestan, executive 
director of the Anti-Defamation 
League’s New England office, 

believes it is critical that the 
Boston Police Department and 
the District Attorney’s office 
conduct a thorough investiga-
tion and treat it as an alleged 
hate crime. “They are the only 
ones who can review the evi-
dence and determine the appro-
priate charges,” Trestan told the 
Journal.

“We have faith that they will 
make those determinations,” he 
said.

Trestan echoed Wark’s assess-
ment that these incidents are 
most likely isolated, especially 
since there were no others for 
over two decades.

Nonetheless, he said it’s 
essential that the the memorial 
be open 24/7 and accessible to 
anyone. It’s part of the city. It’s 
for everyone,” Trestan said.

“The investigation and the 
prosecution send an impor-
tant message to the community 
that this memorial needs to be 
respected. If people vandalize or 
damage it, there will be reper-
cussions.”

On a recent day, a small bou-
quet of flowers and a framed 
message that read “These lives 
matter,” inscribed inside a hand-
drawn heart, sat at the base of a 
missing pane of glass in one of 
the towers at the memorial, one 
month after the pane was shat-
tered.

The pane that was broken 
was the exterior glass of the 
bottom panel of one of the six 
54-foot high towers that make 

up the memorial, designed by 
architect Stanley Saitowitz.  The 
exterior panels contain mil-
lions of etched numbers repre-
senting the numbers tattooed 
on the arms of Jews during the 
Holocaust. The tower vandal-
ized in the most recent incident 
is the northern-most tower that 
borders Hanover Street. 

It was the second time this 
summer one of the panes was 
vandalized, the first incident 
since the memorial was estab-
lished more than two decades 

ago. The sidewalk along one 
side of the memorial is currently 
under construction.

No rededication ceremony 
will be held, as was done fol-
lowing the repair of the first 
act of vandalism, in late June, 
according to Jeremy Burton, 
executive director of the Jewish 
Community Relations Council of 
Greater Boston, which oversees 
programming for the memorial.

The JCRC and the Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies of Greater 
Boston will issue a community 

announcement this week when 
the repair is complete, Burton 
told the Journal.   

The statement will include 
plans for a large community-
wide Yom HaShoah commemo-
ration at the memorial in the 
coming year. It will mark the 80th 
anniversary of Kristallnacht, the 
Night of Broken Glass, the name 
used to describe a wave of anti-
Jewish pogroms in 1938 in Nazi-
era Germany and other German-
occupied states, Burton said.

By Linda Greenstein
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Just months after the attacks 
of 9/11 in 2001, Tony 
Kushner’s “Homebody/

Kabul” debuted as if he had a 
crystal ball vision of the crisis 
that enveloped the world.

“I didn’t imagine, when I was 
working on the play, that by the 
time we produced it, the United 
States would be at war with 
Afghanistan. I am not psychic,” 
wrote the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
playwright, who was immersed 
in “Homebody” long before 
9/11. “If you choose to write 
about current events, there’s a 
chance you will find the events 
you’ve written about to be …
well, current.”

Now 16 years later, the United 
States is still in Afghanistan with 
no end in sight and Kushner’s 
play still brilliantly touches how 
wars affect us all.

After a successful run in 
Cambridge, “Homebody” is 
coming to The Black Box Lab 

at Stage 284 at The Community 
House, 284 Bay Road, in 
Hamilton for three performanc-
es: Saturday, September 23 at 3 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, 
September 24 at 4 p.m.

Set in London in 1998, 
“Homebody” tells the story of 
a lonely, depressed, and over-
medicated woman whose infat-
uation with the history and cul-

ture of Afghanistan leads her to 
decide to escape her safe world 
and travel to the Middle East. 

“In the Jewish tradition of 
storytelling, Kushner uses a 
sense of humor to tell a deeply 
emotional and personal story,” 
said Debra Wise, who portrays 
Kushner’s protagonist in the 
Hamilton production.

Wise is an award-winning 

Boston Equity actress and 
founder of the Underground 
Railroad Theater in Cambridge. 
She imbibes the “Homebody” 
with fragility and naiveté mixed 
with a romantic notion of the 
world based on what she reads 
in outdated travel guides.

“It is a virtuoso piece,” added 
Wise. “The character I play 
speaks directly to the audience. 
It is a very personal experience.”

According to Wise, her char-
acter was based on Kushner’s 
own mother Sylvia, who died in 
1990. 

“His mother was involved in 
social justice, very verbal like 
my character, and had a sense 
of humor,” Wise said. “‘The 
Homebody’ is like a luxuriant 
plant that has been kept in a 
dark house. All she knows of 
the world has come from books. 
Her upper middle class life has 
restricted her and she is suc-
cumbing to luxury.”

Afghanistan represents an 
escape from her safe life that is 
also her prison.

“I found it captivating from 
the first time I read it,” Wise said. 
“I just love the language. The 
play speaks to me in a number 
of ways as an artist, but also 
personally. I fell in love with this 
character and it has become one 
of my most rewarding roles. I am 
thrilled to bring this work to the 
North Shore.”  

Though born in New York, 
Kushner grew up in Lake Charles 
on the Louisiana bayou as 
part of a small Jewish minor-
ity. In addition to the Pulitzer 
Prize for “Angels in America,” 
Kushner has earned two Tony 
Awards and written the screen-
plays for Stephen Spielberg films 
“Munich” and “Lincoln.” 

He received an honorary doc-
torate from Brandeis University 
in 2006 and the National Medal 
of Arts from President Barack 
Obama in 2013.

Tickets to the Hamilton pro-
duction are $18 in advance at 
communityhouse.org, or $20 at 
the door.  

ITHAKI 
is turning 20! 

To celebrate 2 decades 
of customer loyalty and 

support, we would like to 
extend this special promotion.

Through Saturday September 30, 
receive a complimentary 

$25 gift certificate with the 
purchase of a $100 gift card*

25 Hammatt Street 

Ipswich MA 01938

978.356.0099

*Gift cards purchased must be in $100 
denominations. 
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Kushner’s haunting ‘Homebody’ on stage in Hamilton

Debra Wise in ‘Homebody’

Holocaust memorial set to be repaired again
from page 1



By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Some 21st century theaters 
seem to be throwing truly 
original conceptions over-

board. Likewise, some venues 
schedule somewhat predict-
able lineups featuring the ump-
teenth revival of popular plays 

and musicals. 
By contrast, for many years 

now, the envelope-pushing 
troupe Imaginary Beasts has 
been defying these approach-
es with imaginative Winter 
Pantos and highly personal and 
thoughtful takes on works by 
Moliere and Thornton Wilder at 
the Boston Center for the Arts. 

Now the new Alley Cat 
Theater – also at the Tremont 
Street venue – has brought its 
own challenging pushback to 
same old, same old in a strik-
ingly evocative world premiere 
called “Plank.” While the play by 
founding artistic director John 
Greiner-Ferris may need some 
tweaking, this inaugural ves-
sel impressively steers clear of 
unsafe sailing at the BCA. 

Thanks to the brilliantly com-
plementary scenic design of Ji 
Young Han and projection and 
lighting design by Barbara Craig, 
audience members immediate-
ly enter the play’s richly unsafe 
atmosphere as though they are 
about to enter a large rock-bear-
ing ocean themselves. Clearly, 
theatergoers are meant to not 
only empathize but also iden-
tify with forlorn heroine Potpee – played with affecting vulner-

ability by Poornima Kirby – who 
survives a backstory shipwreck 
by clinging precariously to the 
title board. 

Around her in the waves 
of the ocean design, a quar-
tet of talented cast members 
– Liz Clark, Sydney Grant, Alan 
Lokken, and Fray Michael 
Cordero – make the fish, sea-
weed, and waves that alternate-
ly seem to greet and challenge 
her take shape through a variety 
of gestures and 
modern dance 
moves. Ned 
Singh’s sharp 
sound design 
enhances this 
dream tableau 
with an evoca-
tion of whales 
and their sin-
gular sounds. 
At the same 
time, a lunch-
box with a half 
sandwich and a Coke material-
ize for Potpee as well as a large 
edition of “Moby-Dick.”

Of course, as Potpee begins 
reading, “Call me Ishmael,” the 
famous Biblical allusion that 
begins Herman Melville’s epic 
connects her with the novel’s 
sole surviving shipmate. Once 
Potpee arrives on land, survival 
issues expand with talk about 
climate change and human 
responsibility. 

Here, theatergoers will right-
ly be thinking about their own 
feelings and commitments. 
Taking those thoughts and con-
siderations to center stage are 
exchanges between Potpee and 
Orwellian Big Sister-like official 
Mercedes – played with arrest-
ing toughness by Liz Adams –
and Mercedes’ conflicted side-
kick Thimble, captured with fit-
ting insecurity by Sydney Grant. 

As Mercedes intimidates 
Potpee with a hardline inter-

rogation and 
virtually dis-
misses her as a 
“little girl,” she 
may be con-
sidering hav-
ing the ship-
wreck survivor 
walk the plank, 
at least figu-
ratively and 
philosophical-
ly. Pushing the 
idea of “com-

fort in a crowd,” she sees safety 
in “a shared view of the world.”

By contrast, will Potpee – who 
lost everything overboard – sur-
vive without having an iPhone, 
Facebook, or even a television? 
For her part, the unusual hero-
ine suggests that contemporary 
humans lack perspective and 
that “maybe we should have 
stayed in the ocean.” Alluding 
to Adam and Eve, doctrinaire 
Mercedes contends that “We 
belong on land.”

Director Megan Schy Gleeson 
sharply paces the exchanges 
between Potpee and Mercedes 
so that their ocean-land debate 
has the volleying intensity of a 
championship tennis match. 

Not surprisingly, Mercedes’ 
right-hand woman, Thimble, 
finds Potpee’s embrace of real 
freedom intriguing. Thimble 
does not make waves, though 
she finds this survivor’s simpler 
way of life appealing. She may 
also be emotionally drawn to 
Potpee. Does their sitting on the 
pivotal plank together signify a 
substantive change in Thimble? 
Look for a revealing surprise in 
the final stretch.

At one point, there is talk 
of going around in circles. 
Audience members may some-
times feel that way about this 
play. Even so, “Plank” does 
offer a welcome freshness and 
healthy food for thought about 
theater itself. 

“Plank” will run at the Cal
derwood Pavilion at the Boston 
Center for the Arts through 
September 16. For ticket infor
mation, go to alleycattheater.org. 

Locally Licensed & Insured
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Alley Cat Theater’s ‘Plank’ navigates rocky seas 

Photo by Joan Mejia
Poornima Kirby, Liz Adams, Adam Lokken, and Sydney Grant in 
“Plank.”



Celebrating 35 Years!

SAVE THE DATE!

“Trunk Show”  
Featuring  
Fall & Holiday Collections  
with a Spring Preview

Friday, September 22nd
10-6 pm

427 Paradise Rd • Vinnin Sq • Swampscott
781-599-8829 
Mon-Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 12-4

The Moore Family

Cheryl Anns
Delivery on Large Orders

(617) 469-9241• www.cherlyannsbakery.com
1010 West Roxbury Parkway, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

We deliver to Stop & Shop, Roche Bros. and Star Market. Find them on our website.

Breads Pastriesof Brookline

158 ANDOVER STREET ~ DANVERS
   ROUTE 114 ~ OPPOSITE THE NORTH SHORE SHOPPING CENTER ~ PEABODY

We have a complete line of Kosher wines

FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS
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Call Ilyse Robbins both a 
consummate theater art-
ist and an eternal student. 

The Jewish native of 
Worcester, who began taking 
dance lessons at the age of 4, 
is “learning on the job” as the 
newly appointed associate artis-
tic director at the Greater Boston 
Stage Company (GBSC), former-
ly the Stoneham Theatre.

“I’m an apprentice, and it’s 
exciting,” she said. “I feel like I 
can learn so much from Weylin 
[Symes, GBSC artistic director]. 
I feel like Weylin challenges his 
audiences.” 

Robbins has worked on 
such productions as the Jewish 
Theater of New England’s 
“Esther the Orphan Queen.” She 
choreographed such very differ-
ent shows as “Avenue Q” at the 
Lyric Stage Company of Boston 
and the haunting Holocaust 
children’s opera “Brundibar” 
with the Underground Railway 
Theater in Cambridge. 

Over the years, she has won 
four choreography awards from 
the Independent Reviewers 
of New England for inspired 
work on such musicals as 
“The Scottsboro Boys” for the 
SpeakEasy Stage Company at the 
Boston Center for the Arts and 
“How to Succeed in Business 
without Really Trying” at the 
Stoneham Theatre. Add to these 
honors a midsize production 
directing prize from the Elliot 
Norton Awards for her strong 
work on “Thoroughly Modern 
Millie,” also in Stoneham.

Beyond her role in theater 
productions in her new job, 
Robbins sees herself as a liai-
son. “I’ve been doing a lot of 
outreach to artistic people in 
our community,” she said. 
She has been connecting with 
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
executive and former Wheelock 

Family Theatre public relations 
director Charles Baldwin, a 
trailblazer in the areas of equal 
access and youth involvement. 

The seven-show 18th season 
in Stoneham will include reviv-
als of the musical gems “Dames 
at Sea” (September 7-24) and 

“She Loves Me” (November 
24-December 23), both to be 
directed and choreographed by 
Robbins. “Alligator Road” – billed 
as an “offbeat family yarn” and 
directed by Symes – will inau-
gurate the Don Fulton New Play 
Project. Robbins said Fulton has 
been “a huge supporter of the 
theater for several years.” The 
play, written by Maine’s Callie 
Kimball, will run October 12-29.

Counseling budding chore-
ographer-directors, Robbins 
preaches what she practices. 
“Say ‘yes’ to everything and 
challenge yourself,” she urged. 
“Never stop learning. I still take 
tap classes. Learn how to design. 
Be as collaborative as possible.”

Greater Boston Stage 
Company (formerly Stoneham 
Theatre), season 18, beginning 
September 7. Call 781-279-2200, 
or visit greaterbostonstage.org 
(stonehamtheatre.org).

Theater

Robbins steps up her  
repertoire in Stoneham

GBSC’s Ephie Aardema with Michael Seltzer, Russell Garrett, Sara 
Coombs and Taavon Gamble.

Michael Seltzer and Sara Coombs, dancers with the Greater Boston 
Stage Company (GBSC), in rehearsal.

“Say ‘yes’ to everything 
and challenge yourself. 
Never stop learning.” 

– Ilyse Robbins



EREV ROSH HASHANA
Wednesday, September 20

Mincha 6:25 pm – Candle lighting 6:27 pm – Maariv 6:50 pm
If you and your family would like to attend the festive meal following 

services, please RSVP at info@walnutstreetsynagogue.com  
by September 15th. $12 per person; children free.

ROSH HASHANA DAY 1
Thursday, September 21

Shacharit 9 am
Tashlich immediately after services

Mincha 6:25 pm – Maariv 6:50 pm – Candle lighting after 7:26 pm

ROSH HASHANA DAY 2
Friday, September 22

Shacharit 9 am
Lunch following services

Mincha 6 pm – Candle lighting 6:24 pm - Maariv 6:50 pm

SHABBAT SHUVA
Saturday, September 23

Shacharit 9:30 am

EREV YOM KIPPUR
Friday, September 29

Candle lighting 6:12 pm – Kol Nidrei 6:15 pm – Maariv 6:57 pm

YOM KIPPUR & SHABBAT SERVICES
Saturday, September 30

Shacharit 9:30 am – Mincha 4:15 pm
Neila 5:30 pm – Maariv 7:11 pm

Fast ends 7:14 pm

High Holiday seats included in $40 yearly dues. Donations are deeply appreciated to keep the Shul vital and alive. 

BE PART OF THE COMMUNITY.  SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER A CENTURY.

WALNUT STREET SYNAGOGUE, 145 Walnut Street, Chelsea, MA 02150
617-884-8668 – WalnutStreetSynagogue@gmail.com – National Register of Historic Places (April 16, 2003)

High Holidays at the Walnut Street Synagogue  2017 / 5777 - 5778

Rabbi Lila Kagedan,  
Esteemed Chazzanim from New Jersey and Brookline, 

and the Congregation wish you and yours  
a Happy and Healthy New Year.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE HIGH HOLIDAYS 
2017 / 5777 - 5778

Best Wishes for 
A Sweet New Year

Steven Lewis, Rabbi
No tickets required • Children's services

Tashlich by the sea • See website for schedule

978-281-0739 • www.taagloucester.org

Drawings by Phoebe Potts, Head of School

Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL
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By Sean Savage
JNS.ORG

A recent purported Israeli 
airstrike against a Syrian chemi-
cal weapons facility has added 
another layer of complexity to 
an already combustible situa-
tion in Syria.

With the September 7 air-
strike of the “Scientific Studies 
and Researchers Center,” 
believed to be producing chem-
ical weapons and precision 
missiles in central Syria, fears 
are growing that Israel may be 
ready to act with greater impu-
nity against Iranian, Syrian and 
Hezbollah targets which could 
ignite a larger regional war in an 
already devastated country.

At the same time, the Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF) has been 
holding its largest military exer-
cise in decades aimed at the 
threat from Hezbollah.

The exercise, involving tens 
of thousands of soldiers from all 
branches of the IDF including 
reserve forces, is overseen by 
the IDF’s Northern Command. 
The drill simulates a scenario 
involving a rapid escalation 
with the Iranian terror proxy 
Hezbollah that progresses into 
a full-blown war, necessitating 
the IDF to defend Israel on all 
fronts.

Tony Badran, a research 
fellow at the Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies, told 
JNS.org that Israel’s airstrike 
in Syria and military exercis-
es together shows Jerusalem’s 

“seriousness and resolve, which 
backs up the statements Israel 
is making.”

Aside from the significance 
of targeting a possible chemical 
weapons facility, Israeli strikes 
near the northwestern Syrian 
city of Hama is also consequen-
tial.

“[Israel’s airstrike] was very 
important. Since the Russian 
intervention, they have not 
struck anywhere north of Homs, 
now they hit near a Russian 
base where there is frequent 
Russian activity,” Badran said. 
“The idea is if the Iranians think 
they are going to establish mili-
tary installations in close prox-
imity to the Russias to deter the 
Israelis, they are wrong.”

Badran added that Israel will 
not wait for the Russians and 
the Americans to cut a deal to 
accommodate Israel’s core con-
cerns.

“Israel is not going to shy 
away from taking direct action 
themselves.”

Israeli Defense Minister 
Avigdor Liberman has made it 
clear Israel will not tolerate Iran 
and Hezbollah’s actions in Syria.

“We are not looking for any 
military adventure in Syria but 
we are determined to prevent 
our enemies from harming, or 
even creating the opportunity 
to harm the security of Israeli 
citizens,” Liberman told Israel’s 
Radio FM 100 shortly after the 
airstrike. “Therefore, everything 
will be done to prevent the exis-
tence of a Shi’a corridor from 

Tehran to Damascus.”
The airstrike follows a con-

sistent pattern over the last few 
years of striking at advanced 
weaponry to prevent a transfer 
by Iran or Syria to Hezbollah. 
Last month, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
asked Russian President 
Vladimir Putin during a meet-
ing in Sochi to restrain Iran, 
saying he would take unilater-
al action to defend the Jewish 
state’s interests.

At the same time, Israel has 
been urging Washington, which 
has been in negotiations with 
Russia over a Syrian ceasefire, to 
not allow a permanent Iranian 
presence in Syria.

In July, the US and Russia 
agreed to establish two safe 
zones in Syria, including one 
near Israel’s Golan Heights. 
However, Israel expressed 
unease about the agreement 
and disappointment that its 
security was not taken directly 
into consideration.

“[Israel’s] position on Iran in 
Syria is far more comprehensive 
than the conversation between 
Russians and the US That’s too 
narrow as far as Israel is con-
cerned,” Badran said.

Similarly, in Lebanon the 
US faces a challenge working 
with the Lebanon government, 
formally controlled by Sunni 
leader and Prime Minister Sa’ad 
Hariri, which is essentially con-
trolled by Hezbollah, the most 
powerful actor in Lebanon.

Syrian airstrike shows  
Israel’s resolve against Hezbollah



Happy Holidays!

We are a FULL service establishment and will cater to 
ALL your Holiday and Party needs!

Follow us on      @vinninliquors; like us on      facebook.com/vinninliquors

Think of us when preparing to celebrate
We have a great selection of Kosher wines now in stock

371 Paradise Road, Swampscott • 781-598-4110 

SHOP US NOW ONLINE
VINNINLIQUORS.COM  

FOR IN-STORE PICKUP, DELIVERY OR SHIPPING!

VINNIN LIQUORS

THE MARKETPLACE FOR EVERY TASTE

16 Atlantic Avenue, Marblehead  |  Tel. 781.631.0149  |  www.shubies.com

Happy Passover
from all of us
at Shubie’s!

Thank you for your continued support.

LOOK NO FURTHER

Thank you for your continued support over the last 69 years.
It is a privilege to serve you and your family.

Happy Rosh Hashanah
from all of us at Shubie’s!

PLEASE STOP BY THE STORE OR GO TO SHUBIES.COM FOR OUR MENU!

 

 
 L’Shana Tova Tiketavu 

Our Best Wishes for a  Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year 
 

Come Worship With Us  and Hear The Shofar’s Call 
These Services Open To The Public.  Tickets Not Required 

 

  Selichot Service     September 16, 7:00 pm 
  Erev Rosh Hashanah,    September 20, 7:00 pm 
  Rosh Hashanah Children’s Service   September 21, 3:00 pm 
  Second Day of Rosh Hashanah  September 22, 10:00 am 
  Early Kol Nidre,      September 29, 5:30 to 7:00 pm 
  Yom Kippur Children’s Service   September 30, 3:00 pm 
  Yom Kippur Healing Service    September 30, 4:00 pm 
  Yom Kippur Mincha Service   September 30, 4:30 pm 
  Yom Kippur Neilah Service    September 30, 5:30 pm 

 
7 Haggetts Pond Road, Andover, MA  01810  

978-470-1356  |  www.templeemanuel.net 

www.israelbookshop.com • info@israelbookshop.com

Israel Book Shop   

New England’s Judaic Superstore

High Holidays - Sukkot 5778
We carry:

SHOFAROT, TALLEISIM, GREETING CARDS, 
HONEY DISHES, CALENDARS, 

LULAV AND ETROG SETS, PRE-FAB SUKKOT
410 Harvard Street, Brookline, MA 02446

617-566-7113 • 1-800-323-7723
Sun-Wed, 9-6 • Thurs, 9-8 • Fri, 9-2 • Call for Special Holiday Hours

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 02021    Free Parking 
Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM    Friday 7 AM - 4 PM, 

Closed Saturday.                      

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:                                                                   
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!                                                                

Our philosophy is to give our customers the best shopping experience 
possible: from the moment you’re welcomed, to the time you leave.                                   

    www.zaydesmarket.com  781-828-3530 

Groceries                                
We carry all your        

Favorite & Traditional  
groceries, plus new and     

exciting foods to              
enhance your                      
dinner table!                    

Cheese from the Cheese Guy 
Our                                                             

Bagels                                                                  
Are Awesome                                                                                

Try our Hand Whipped                             
Cream Cheese……...$4.29 

12oz Chive 
Cheese……….$4.99 12oz                                
Cream Cheese & Lox                       

$6.99 12oz       
Plain & Simple                                  

We Cater                                                              

Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur 
Wines, Spirits & Beer 

Briskets—Cut Fresh Daily.                                          
We have Double Cut,  1st Cut, Whole                  
& New York Single,                                                    
Poultry - All Cuts of Chicken, Cornish 
Hens, Ducks,  Roasters, Turkeys & Turkey 
Parts                                                                          
Deli - Fresh Deli Meat & Pareve Kishke, 
Salamis,   Kielbasa, Beef Fry and More!!! 
Prepared Foods - Homemade Knish’s, 
Fresh Soups, Assorted Kugels & Soufflé's, 
JACK’S Horseradish, Tzimas, Matzo Balls, 
Stuffed Chicken Breasts, Roast Brisket w/ 
Gravy, Wild Rice & Assorted Rice Sides, 
Roast Potatoes, Roast Vegetables, Quinoa 
Vegan & Salmon Entrees, Couscous, Stuffed 
Cabbage - Meat, Turkey & Vegan,          
Fresh Mediterranean Vegetarian Sides      
and more.                                              
Cheese– The Cheese Guy, Signature,     
Anderson, Tnuva & other Brands   
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Poached Salmon
This simple recipe for poached salmon can be made 1 or 2 days in advance. The finished dish looks as 

good as it tastes. A fish poacher is the best pot for cooking the large salmon fillet, but lacking, that, a long 
roasting pan or even a disposable foil roasting pan, covered with foil, will work. 

For the fish:
1 boneless, skinless side of salmon, 

about 2 1/2 to 3 pounds
2 tablespoons kosher salt, or to taste
10 whole peppercorns
2 to 3 bay leaves

For the garnish:
4 tablespoons unflavored yogurt
1 tablespoon sour cream
1 garlic clove
1 bunch dill, chopped, divided
1 seedless cucumber, thinly sliced

Sprinkle salt evenly over salmon. Let fish rest for 10 to 15 minutes. Rinse under cold running water.
Place fish in a fish poacher or in the bottom of a long roasting pan or disposable foil roasting pan. 

Add enough water to come up halfway the depth of the fish. The top surface of the salmon should not 
be under water.

Bring to a boil over medium high heat. Add peppercorns and bay leaves. Decrease heat to low, cover 
poacher with lid or foil pan with aluminum foil. Simmer until salmon is cooked completely through, 
about 30 to 40 minutes. When tested with a fork, the flesh should be lightly pink, not red.

Remove pan from heat. Remove salmon gently from water. Slide onto a large fish platter. A fish 
poacher has a rack that is easily lifted.) To lift salmon from roaster, slip 2 broad spatulas underneath 
fish and lift gently from water. Slide onto platter and let it cool until the fish is room temperature. 
Remove any accumulated liquid on platter using a folded paper towel.

In a small bowl combine yogurt and sour cream, stirring to mix well. Press garlic through a garlic 
press and add to yogurt-sour cream mixture; mix well. Spread mixture over the top and sides of the 
fish. Sprinkle half the dill evenly on top of the fish. Place the cucumber slices like fish scales over the 
top of the fish. Sprinkle the remaining dill on top of the cucumbers. Serve at room temperature or wrap 
with plastic wrap and refrigerate for up to 2 days. Serve cold.

Food, Family and Tradition. Hungarian Kosher Family Recipes and Remembrances by Lynn Kirsche 
Shapiro, The Cherry Press, LLC

Rosh Hashanah recipe

Our ROSH HASHANAH GREETINGS 
Issue publishes on September 21st. 

Reserve your ad space today! 
Call your sales representative 

at 978-745-4111.



SEPTEMBER 15-17
THE BOY ON THE BUREAU The 
Folklore Theatre Company presents 
re-launch of the national tour of 
Lon Blais’ The Boy on the Bureau, 
a one-man autobiographical “stage 
documentary” about his uneasy 
and unorthodox escape from his 
family’s dysfunction. Blais was born 
in Salem and grew up in Danvers. 7 
p.m. on Sept. 15th and 16th; 2 p.m. 
on Sept. 17th. $20 special event 
ticket.169 Main Street, below Floating 
Lotus, Gloucester. 978-704-1269.  
FolkloreTheatre.Company/boxoffice.  

SEPTEMBER 15
YOUNG FAMILIES SHABBAT  
Join young 
families of 
Temple Sinai 
for service, PJ 
Library Story, 
Songs, Dinner 
& Dessert. 
5 - 6:30 p.m., 
JCCNS, 4 
Community 
Rd., Marblehead. Free. RSVP requested 
to 781-631-2763 or email susan.
templesinai@gmail.com.

SEPTEMBER 16
MIGRATION & MEMORY INAGURAL 
CONCERT 
Exhibition project 
and concert 
series featuting 
Newton-based 
award-winning 
Nigun Chamber 
Ensemble. This 
performance will 
feature a unique 
blend of Jewish folk songs in Yiddish 
and Hebrew, popular Jewish traditional 
instrumental music, and masterpieces 
by great Russian Jewish composers of 
the 19th and 20th centuries. 6:30 p.m. 
pre-concert reception (cash bar); 7:15 
p.m. concert begins. Algonquin Club of 
Boston, 217 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Tickets $35 at ballets-russes.com/

SONGS OF THE STEPPES & THE 
SHTETL WITH POLINA SKOVORODA-
SHEPHERD  Come and enjoy an 
evening of old and new songs in Yiddish 
and Russian. 8 p.m. $20. Advance 
purchase at brownpapertickets.com/
event/3073556; any remaining tickets 
will be available at the door (cash only). 
Third Life Studio, 33 Union Square, 
Somerville.

S’LICHOT - SPECIAL FAMILY 
SHABBAT MUSICAL FUN with Mr. 
Philip during Synaplex. For kids ages 
0 – 5 with an adult. Erev S’lichot: 
Holy Happy Hour S’lichot, 8:00 pm 
Drinks & Dessert, 8:30 pm – 9:15 pm 
inspiring, musical, Slichot Service. Free. 
Congregation Shirat Hayam of the North 
Shore, 55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott. 
Call Sherry at 781-599-8005 Ext. 27

 Je
wi

sh
 Book Month Speaker SeriesMJ

SPEAKER SERIES
BJCCNS

Don’t miss the exciting 
OPENING WEEK of JBM
 including Lesley Stahl and Marcia Clark! including Lesley Stahl and Marcia Clark!SPEAKER SERIES  including Lesley Stahl and Marcia Clark! including Lesley Stahl and Marcia Clark!

TUESDAY
SEPT. 26
7:00PM

7:30PM

THURSDAY
SEPT. 28

 TO REGISTER, GO TO JCCNS.ORG
OR CALL 781-476-9909.

978-750-0100
Mon-Sat: 6am - 9pm  ~  Sunday: 6am - 8pm

expires October 31, 2017
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Looking Ahead

WORLD MUSIC FESTIVAL NORTH SHORE   celebrates 
music of the multi-cultural North Shore. The Festival brings 
together immigrants and ethnic groups to celebrate each 
others’ music, art, and food. Festival features Klezmer music 
with Shira Moss (3-3:50 p.m.), Julio Bare’s Caribbean all-star 
ensemble, Cape Cod African Dance and Drum, music from 
Columbia, Haiti and from different parts of the world. Vendors 
will provide food from various countries. Face-painting. 
workshops. Free. Vendors will provide food from various 
countries. Face-painting. workshops. 

Festival runs 2 – 6 p.m. Lynn Heritage State (waterfront) Park. 
For more info call 781-595-8701or  dagass22@gmail.com, 
hclynn.co/folk-festival-2/.

WORLD MUSIC FESTIVAL
SEPT

16

Submit your events to: 
calendar@jewishjournal.org



MONDAYS 
ZUMBA FOR ADULTS  6:15-7:15 
p.m. Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell 
St., Peabody. 978-532-1293. office@
templenertamid.org. 

TUESDAYS
ISRAELI DANCING   No partner 
needed, all levels welcome. Free. 
8-9:15 p.m. Temple Ner Tamid, 
368 Lowell St., Peabody. $2 
donation. 978-532-1293. office@
templenertamid.org.

NEW PARENT SUPPORT GROUP  
Mothers and/or fathers can give and 
receive support, and ask questions. 
Open to all faiths, races, and sexual 
orientation. Registration is not 
required and is free to attend. 10:45 
a.m.-12:15 p.m. Free. JCCNS, 4 
Community Rd., Marblehead. jccns.
org.

PAPERBACK JUKEBOX (at Abbot 
Library)  Join Temple Emanu-El 
for a musical story hour designed 
especially for children 5 and under 
and their families. 10:15-11 a.m. 
Abbot Public Library, 235 Pleasant 
Street, Marblehead. emanu-el.org.

WEDNESDAYS
KNITTING KNIGHTS  Join the 
JCCNS for casual evenings of knitting 
and chat. Every first Wednesday of 
the month. Open to all ages. Free. 

7:30-9 p.m. RSVP sewing@jccns.
com. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead. jccns.org. 

THURSDAYS
LEARN TO LEAD WITH 
TOASTMASTERS Learn public 
speaking and leadership skills at 
Toastmasters at the JCCNS every 
first and third Thursday each month. 
7-8 p.m. You will find a supportive, 
learn-by-doing environment that 
allows you to achieve your goals at 
your own pace. Contact Sara Ewing 
at sewing@jccns.com or 781-476-
9913. JCCNS,  4 Community Rd., 
Marblehead. jccns.org.

ADULT TORAH STUDIES  With Rabbi 
Steven Lewis. 11 a.m. Temple Ahavat 
Achim, 86 Middle St., Gloucester. 
taagloucester.org.

FRIDAYS 
SENIOR LUNCH AND LEARN   
Seniors are invited to participate in a 
class or enjoy a guest speaker on the 
third Friday of each month and stay 
to socialize over lunch! 11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Register in advance by calling 
781-631-8330. JCCNS, 4 Community 
Rd., Marblehead. jccns.org.

SATURDAYS 
TORAH STUDY Temple Emanu-El 
invites everybody to lay-led Torah 
Study. The first Shabbat of every 

month is led by Rabbi Meyer. 9-10 
a.m. Temple Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic 
Ave., Marblehead. 781-631-9300. 
emanu-el.org.

ONGOING 

14TH ANNUAL CONNIE SPEAR BIRNBAUM MEMORIAL LECTURE

FEATURING SPEAKER RABBI DR. MEIR SOLOVEICHIK

REMBRANDT AND THE RABBIS:  
What the Artist Teaches Us About  

Preparing for Yom Kippur

Tuesday, September 26, 2017 at  7:30pm
   Congregation Beth El-Atereth Israel, Newton Centre    

Dessert to follow

REGISTER:  jcrcboston.org/CBLregister

FABULOUS FALL FASHIONS arriving!

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA ~ 781-289-3672
By Appointment | Entrance at Rear of House | Major Credit Cards

Extraordinary, Contemporary 
Clothing for Today’s Woman

End of …
Summer
Sale!*

Selma’sSelma’s

FALL 
Into Style 

with our …

Sweaters, 
Tops, Pants and More!
Casual Daytime Wear to Black Tie Party Wear

* Selected Merchandise

FINE CHINESE CUISINE
373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Our Scotch Dinner is on Sept. 18, 2017
The Bagpiper will call you in at 6:15. Dinner served at 6:30.

This is a pre-paid reservation-only dinner.
Be sure to come – it will be a lot of fun!

SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials:  MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm

TEL 978-531-3366  •  FAX 978-531-3060  •  www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington St., Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Closed Saturdays

154 Atlantic Avenue
Marblehead, MA 01945

1-800-432-0304  • 1-781-631-0303

Stowaway Sweets

Candy for  
All Occasions!

AMEX        DISCOVER        MC        VISA

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

To advertise, contact lois@jewishjournal.org or marcy@jewishjournal.org or call 978-745-4111

Event Planning

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

Week of Friday, Sept 8 through Thursday, Sept 14, 2017

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

IT (R) 
Fri: (4:20), 7:15, 10:00

Sat: (11:00 AM), (1:40),  
(4:20), 7:15, 10:00

Sun: (11:00 AM), (1:40), (4:20), 7:15
Mon - Thu: (4:20), 7:15

MARJORIE PRIME (UN) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate  

18-seat screening room
Fri: (4:45), 7:20

Sat & Sun: (12:15), (2:45), (4:45), 7:20
Mon - Thu: (4:45), 7:20

WIND RIVER (R) 
Fri: (4:30), 6:45, 9:15

Sat: (11:30 AM), (2:00),  
(4:30), 6:45, 9:15

Sun: (11:30 AM), (2:00), (4:30), 6:45
Mon - Thu: (4:30), 6:45

TERMINATOR 2: JUDGMENT DAY (R) 
Remastered 4K re-release!

Fri: (4:00), 7:00, 9:40
Sat: (12:30), (4:00), 7:00, 9:40

Sun: (12:30), (4:00), 7:00
Mon - Thu: (4:15), 7:00

THIS PERFECT PLACE: 
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
(NR) 

Mon - Thu: 4:30 PM

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate  

18-seat screening room
Fri: 6:30 PM • Sat & Sun: 2:00, 6:30

Mon - Thu: 6:30 PM

Visit our website for other showtimes
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SEPTEMBER 17
TEEN ISRAEL ADVOCACY Exciting Israel advocacy classes 
for teens in grades 11 and 12.  Participation in any teen trip 
to Israel is a prerequisite.  Teens will learn how to support 
Israel through effective advocacy by gaining education 
and developing communication skills. A light dinner will be 
provided. For more information or to register, contact Sharon 
Wyner swyner@lappinfoundation.org or call 978-565-4450. 6 
p.m. - 8 p.m. Jewish Community Center of the North Shore, 4 
Community Rd., Marblehead.

THE HEART OF TORAH, Essays on the Weekly Torah Portion” 
with Rabbi Shai Held in dialogue with Rabbinical School 
of Hebrew College Dean Rabbi Sharon Cohen Anisfeld, in 
Berenson Hall, Hebrew College. Books available for purchase. 
Light reception and book signing. The event is co-sponsored 
with LimmudBoston and Temple Reyim. 7:30 p.m. Hebrew 
College, Hebrew College, 160 Herrick Rd., Newton. Free. 
Registration: hebrewcollege.edu/form/the-heart-torah

PJ LIBRARY ROSH HASHANAH IS BUZZING IN Lappin 
Foundation and Temple B’nai Abraham invite families with 
children 8 and younger to meet our local bee keeper, help 
harvest honey, make Rosh Hashanah cards for residents in 
senior homes and enjoy holiday songs, stories and snacks. 
Free. 3 p.m. – 4 p.m. RSVPs requested to Phyllis Osher at 
978-740-4404 or email posher@lappinfoundation.org. Walk-
ins are welcome. Temple B’Nai Abraham, 200 Lothrop Street, 
Beverly.

PARENT PLAYGROUP Join local parents while the little ones 
play. Recommended for children ages 3 months – 3 years. 
Third Sunday of each month at the JCCNS, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Jewish Community Center of the North Shore, 4 Community 
Rd., Marblehead. 781-631-8330, jccns.org.

COMMUNITY MEMORIAL SERVICE at Maple Hill Cemetery. 
All are welcome, regardless of having loved-ones interned at 
Maple Hill. 11 a.m. Sabino Farm Rd., Peabody. 978-531-0606.  

SEPTEMBER 18
BECKY’S BOOK CLUB, named after a beloved congregant 
of blessed memory, Becky Shepard, meets monthly to share 
and explore works of literature and non-fiction. 7:30 p.m. 
Congregation Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott. 
781-599-8005.

SEPTEMBER 20
EREV ROSH HASHANAH SERVICE, 7:30 pm. No ticket 
required. Congregation Shirat Hayam of the North Shore, 55 
Atlantic Ave., Swampscott. 781.599.8005.

SEPTEMBER 21
RENEWAL SERVICE 8:30 am. No ticket required. Family 
Service (ages 0 – 5 w/ adult, siblings welcome). Tashlich at 
Philips Beach, 4:00 pm. Congregation Shirat Hayam of the 
North Shore, 55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott. 781.599.8005.

SEPTEMBER 24
2018 Y2I INFORMATIONAL MEETING The Robert I. 
Lappin Youth to Israel Adventure, Y2I, is a life-changing 
Israel experience for Jewish teens, who are sophomores 
or juniors in high school and who live in or are a member 
of a synagogue/temple in any of the 23 cities or towns of 
the Foundation’s service area. Teens and parents are invited 
to attend an informational meeting to learn more about the 
exciting 2018 Youth to Israel Adventure (Y2I). 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Temple Sinai, 1 Community Road, Marblehead.

Our ROSH HASHANAH GREETINGS 
Issue publishes on September 21st. 

Ad deadline is september 14.
Reserve your ad space today! 
Call your sales representative 

at 978-745-4111.



CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF MERRIMACK 
VALLEY, 310 North Main St., Andover. 
Rabbi Asher Bronstein. Friday night, 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Chabad of North Andover 
branch, Rabbi Zalman Borenstein. Visit 
chabadmv.com. 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL OF 
ANDOVER has relocated and can 
be found at CONGREGATION BETH 
ISRAEL OF THE MERRIMACK VALLEY, 
2 Riverwalk, 360 Merrimack St., Bldg. 
5, Entry F, Third Floor, Lawrence. Rabbi 
Howard Mandell. Friday night services, 
musical Shabbat with dinner twice a 
month. 978-474-0540. Email office@
BethIsraelMV.org. Visit bethisraelmv.org.

TEMPLE EMANUEL ANDOVER,  
7 Haggetts Pond Road, Andover. Rabbi 
Robert Goldstein; Cantor Idan Irelander. 
Friday 7 p.m., Saturday minyan at  
9 a.m. Visit templeemanuel.net. 

TEMPLE B’NAI ABRAHAM, 200 East 
Lothrop St., Beverly. Rabbi Alison Adler. 
Friday, 7 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. Visit 
tbabeverly.org. 

TEMPLE SHALOM EMETH,  
16 Lexington St., Burlington. Rabbi 
Susan Abramson. Shabbat services 
Friday, 7:45 p.m.; Saturday morning 
monthly, 10:30 a.m. 781-272-2351. Visit 
Shalom-emeth.org. 

WALNUT STREET SYNAGOGUE, 
145 Walnut St, Chelsea. Rabbi Lila 
Kagedan. The Walnut Street Synagogue 
is the inclusive and diverse home of 
Congregation Agudas Shalom. Visit 
walnutstreetsynagogue.com.

CONGREGATION SHALOM,  
87 Richardson Rd., Chelmsford. Rabbi 
Shoshana Perry. Friday night services 
at 6, 7, or 8 p.m. (time determined 
by variant for that week), Friday Tot 
Shabbats at 6:15 p.m. once a month. 
Visit congregationshalom.org 

TEMPLE EMMANUEL CHELSEA,  
60 Tudor St., Chelsea. Rabbi/Cantor 
Oksana Chapman. Friday night, twice a 
month, first and third Fridays. 617-889-
1736.

TEMPLE AHAVAT ACHIM, 86 Middle 
St., Gloucester. Rabbi Steven Lewis; no 
cantor. Friday night services, first Friday 
of every month; every Saturday at 9 
a.m. 978-281-0739. Visit Taagloucester.
org. 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL HAVERHILL, 
514 Main St., Haverhill. Rabbi Ilene 
Bogosian; Cantor Vera Broekhuysen. 
Services every Saturday morning at 9:30 
a.m.; special Friday night services at 7 
p.m. Visit TempleEmanu-el.org.

TEMPLE EMANUEL OF MERRIMACK 
VALLEY, 101 West Forest St., Lowell. 
Rabbi Robin Sparr. Friday night services 
September-June, at 7:30 p.m. Visit 
temv.org. 

MONTEFIORE SYNAGOGUE,  
460 Westford St., Lowell. No rabbi or 
cantor; lay leader only. Friday night 
services at sundown, held at the 
Synagogue Shteibel; Saturday morning 
at 9:15 at the shul. Visit montefiore.
torah.org. 

CONGREGATION AHABAT SHOLOM, 
Lynn, 151 Ocean St., Lynn. Currently 
Rabbi Yossi Lipsker, CHABAD OF THE 
NORTH SHORE. All services at Chabad 
of the North Shore, 44 Burrill St., 
Swampscott. 

CONGREGATION AGUDAS ACHIM-
EZRATH ISRAEL, 245 Bryant St., 
Malden. Rabbi David Kudan; Cantor 
Wayne Freedman. Saturday services  
at 9:30 a.m. followed by Kiddush. Visit 
aa-ei.org.  

TEMPLE EMANU-EL, 393 Atlantic Ave., 
Marblehead. Rabbi David Meyer; music 
specialist Jon Nelson. Friday night 
services 6 p.m. Visit emanu-el.org. 

TEMPLE SINAI, 1 Community Rd., 
Marblehead. Rabbi David Cohen-
Henriquez; Cantor David Aronson. Friday 
night at 6 p.m. Visit templesinaiweb.org. 

TEMPLE SHALOM OF MEDFORD, 
William and Charlotte Bloomberg 
Community Center, 475 Winthrop 
St., Medford. Rabbi Braham David, 

Cantor Howard Stern. Friday night 
services at 7:30 p.m., followed by 
oneg shabbat; Saturday morning at 10 
a.m., followed by kiddush lunch. Visit 
templeshalommedford.org. 

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM, 21 East 
Foster St., Melrose. Rabbi Arnold M. 
Fertig. Visit tbsma.org.

CONGREGATION AHAVAS ACHIM, 
53½ Washington St., Newburyport. 
Rabbi Benjamin Resnick. No cantor, 
services Saturday morning at 9. All are 
welcome. Visit Caanewburyport.org.

CONGREGATION SHALOM,  
87 Richardson Road, North Chelmsford. 
Rabbi Shoshana Perry; cantorial soloist 
Jodi Blankstein. Friday at 8 p.m. Visit 
congregationshalom.org.

CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF PEABODY, 
682 Lowell St., Peabody. Rabbi 
Nechemia and Raizel Schusterman.  
For schedule of services and events, 
visit JewishPeabody.com.

CONGREGATION SONS OF ISRAEL, 
Park and Spring Streets, Peabody. 
Spiritual leader Seth Landau; ritual 
director, Richard Dinkin. First Friday 
monthly, at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, Sunday, 
at 9 a.m. Visit peabodyshul.org. 

CONGREGATION TIFERETH ISRAEL, 
8 Pierpont St., Peabody. No rabbi or 
cantor; services led by shul president 
Elliot Hershoff and soloist Joanne 
Pressman. Friday services once a 
month. 978-531-8135. Visit ctipeabody.
org. 

TEMPLE TIFERET SHALOM,  
489 Lowell St., Peabody. Rabbi David 
Kudan; Cantor Rosalie Toubes; Music 
Director Bryna Tabasky. July and August 
only, Friday night Shabbat at 7:00 
p.m.; 7:30 p.m. for the rest of the year. 
Saturday morning Service, Snack, and 
Study at 9:30 a.m. 978-535-2100. 

TEMPLE NER TAMID, 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody. Rabbi Richard Perlman. Cantor 
Stephen Abramowitz. Friday night at  
8 p.m., unless otherwise stated. Evening 
Minyans Sunday-Thursday 7:30 p.m. 
Morning Minyans Saturday 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Visit templenertamid.
org. 

TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL REVERE, 
One Wave Ave., Revere. Reb Misha 
Clebaner; Cantor Lois Welber. Friday 
night services 7 p.m. unless stated 
otherwise. Visit tbirevere.org.

CONGREGATION AHAVAS SHOLOM, 
343 Central St., Saugus. Cantor Joel 
Davidson, High Holidays only; learned 
fellow, Michael Simons. Friday night 
services, once a month, second Friday 
of the month. 781-231-3562.

CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF THE NORTH 
SHORE, 44 Burrill Street, Swampscott. 
Rabbi Yossi Lipsker and Layah Lipsker. 
Rabbi Shmaya Friedman. 781-581-3833. 
Visit nsjewish.com.

CONGREGATION SHIRAT HAYAM, 
55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott. Rabbi 
Michael Ragozin; Cantor Elana Rozenfeld. 
Friday night at 6 p.m. Saturday services. 
Visit shirathayam.org. 

TEMPLE EMMANUEL, 120 Chestnut 
St., Wakefield. Rabbi Greg Hersh. Friday 
night services, second and fourth Friday 
at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday morning services, 
first and third Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. 
Visit wakefieldtemple.org.

TEMPLE TIFERETH ISRAEL 
WINTHROP, 93 Veterans Rd., Winthrop. 
Rabbi Moshe Givental; Cantor Craig 
Mael. Saturday services at 9:30, 
followed by a kiddush. Sunday services 
at 8:30, followed by a breakfast. Friday 
night services once a month. 617-846-
1390. Visit Jewish-Winthrop.org.

To list your organization’s events or to 
change any information, contact Steve at 
rosenberg@jewishjournal.org. 

Temple listings
Temples are listed alphabetically, by city.

REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

Weaver OrthOdOntics
Orthodontics for Adults, Adolescents and Children

PERSONAL TRAINING & NUTRITIONAL COACHING

www.embodymentrx.com
matt@embodymentrx.com

(781) 710-2131
FREE Consultation!

EMBODYMENT RX
Making it Simple to Lose Weight  
And Increase Energy Through  
Proper Exercise and Nutrition

HEARING

Doctor Trusted, Patient Voted #1
600 Loring Avenue, Salem, MA

978-607-0062 • renewhearing.net

Personalized home care services 
from 1-hour a week to 24-hrs a day

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

781-245-1880  abchhp.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

HEALTH SERVICES

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

PRIVATE DUTY CARE	
	

	

	
	
	
	

Concierge Level Home Care 
	
	

Case	Management	
Medical	Escort	

	

Memory	Care	•	Personal	Care	
	

Meticulous	Staff	Selection	
Companions	•	Home	Health	Aides	

LPNs	•	RNs	
	

Providing	Up	to	24/7	Care	
	

Fully	Bonded	and	Insured	
	

8	Cherry	Street	•	Danvers,	MA	01923	
978-500-5161	

AberdeenHomeCareInc.com	
	

Specializing in Private Duty Home Care Since 2001 

	

ELDER SERVICES

Serving Danvers, Marblehead, Salem,  
Middleton & Peabody Since 1976 

978-750-4540     www.nselder.org 

Information, Support & Services for  
our local area older adults 

To advertise in 
The Jewish Journal’s 
HEALTH SERVICES  

DIRECTORY,
contact Lois:  

lois@
jewishjournal.org

or Marcy:
marcy@

jewishjournal.org
 or call 978-745-4111
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Eleanor J. (Jacobs) Roos, of 
Swampscott and Palm Beach 
Gardens, Fla., who recently 
celebrated her 100th birthday, 
passed away peacefully at home 
on September 6, 2017. She was 
the beloved wife of the late Dr. 
Donald A. Roos, to whom she 
was married for 54 years.

Eleanor was born in Boston 
on July 7, 1917, the daughter 
of Hyman Jacobs and Esther 
(Friedenberg) Jacobs Calish and 
graduated from Brookline High 
School. 

After her marriage, the family 
lived in Saugus before moving 
to Swampscott in 1951, where 
she resided for the past 66 years.

Eleanor was actively involved 
in many charitable organiza-
tions where she volunteered 
much of her adult life. She served 
as president of the Greater Lynn 
B’nai B’rith Women, where one 
of the major activities was visit-
ing injured veterans at local V.A. 
hospitals. She was the founding 
president of the local chapter of 
Brandeis National Committee, 
raising funds to buy books for 
the libraries of the then newly 
established Brandeis University; 
and was the first president of 
the United Order of True Sisters, 
Heritage #58, where she was 
instrumental in raising funds to 
support the oncology depart-
ment and donating mammog-
raphy equipment to Salem 
Hospital, currently North Shore 
Medical Center.

Eleanor was a member of 
Kernwood Country Club of 
Salem since 1946 and the Golf 
and Racquet Club in Palm Beach 

Gardens since 1981, where she 
enjoyed golf, bridge and other 
social activities. 

She was also a member of 
Congregation Shirat Hayam, 
the former Temple Beth El 
in Swampscott, where she 
had been a member of the 
Sisterhood.

She is survived by her two 
daughters Helaine R. and her 

husband Dr. James A. Hazlett 
of Marblehead, and Ellen Gold 
and her husband Mark of 
Longmeadow; her two sons Dr. 
Peter Roos and his wife Miriam 
of Milton, and Kenneth Roos 
and his wife Jodi of Concord, 
N.H.; 11 grandchildren: Karen 
(David) Rosenberg, Gregory 
(Loice) Hazlett, David (Leslie) 
Hazlett, Karla (James) Gwinn, 
Daniel (Helaine) Roos, Jonathan 
(Elizabeth) Roos, Elisabeth 
Leiderman, Eric (Chau Nguyen) 
Gold, Daniel (Esti) Gold, Alexa 
Roos and Nathaniel Roos; 25 
great-grandchildren, and a 
sister- and brother-in-law, 
Lori ( Jacobs) and Hubert 
Flomenhoft. In addition to her 
husband Donald, who died in 
1993, she was predeceased by 
an infant sister, Barbara, her 
sister Phyllis (Jacobs) Plotkin, 
and her brother Eliot Jacobs. 
We thank the many caregivers 

Eleanor has had over the past 
few years who allowed her to 
remain independent in her own 
home.

Donations may be made 
to Mass. General Hospital, 
Development Office, 125 
Nashua St., Suite 540, Boston, 
MA 02114 (on the check specify 
either Cancer Center or Cardio-
Thoracic Surgery Center), or 
Congregation Shirat Hayam.

Funeral services were held on 
September 10 at Congregation 
Shirat Hayam, Swampscott. 
Interment followed in the con-
gregation’s cemetery, Temple 
Beth El section, in Peabody. 
Arrangements were entrusted to 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 
Chapel, Salem. To register in 
the online guestbook, visit sta-
netskyhymansonsalem.com.

‘The Premier Independent Jewish/Interfaith 
Cemetery North of Boston’

(No Synagogue membership required)

September 17, 2017
Sponsored by  

Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial Chapel

Community Memorial Service
‘Kever Avot’

Led by Rabbi Richard Perlman
of Temple Ner Tamid at 11:00 am

Sabino Farm Road, P.O.Box 2104, Peabody, MA 01960

JOIN US AT OUR 

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday,  

September 17, 2017
10:30 am to 2:00 pm

Only $800/plot

✡

✡

www.maplehillcemetery.com
maplehillcemeterypeabody@gmail.comSabino Farm Road, Peabody

978-531-0606
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www.sharonmemorial.comwww.sharonmemorial.com

You are invited to attend

Sharon Memorial Park’s
69th ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE

Sunday, September 24th - 10:00 am
(Rain or shine)

You are invited to attend

Sharon Memorial Park’s
69th ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE

Sunday, September 24th - 10:00 am
(Rain or shine)

Officiating

Rabbi Jay Pearlman
& Cantorial Accompanist 

D.J. Fortine
Temple Beth Shalom Needham

Officiating

Rabbi Jay Pearlman
& Cantorial Accompanist 

D.J. Fortine
Temple Beth Shalom Needham

At Sharon’s Outdoor

JACOB GROSSMAN  

MEMORIAL CHAPEL  

IN THE WOODS

At Sharon’s Outdoor

JACOB GROSSMAN  

MEMORIAL CHAPEL  

IN THE WOODS

Serving the JewiSh CommunitieS of 
the north Shore for five generationS

Pre-plan your future needs with our traditional and  
interfaith options. Contact our new management team:

prideoflynninfo@gmail.com  –  339-440-6312

viSitation DayS for the high holiDayS:
Sunday, September 17 – 9am-12pm
Sunday, September 24 – 9am-12pm

Selling plots at very affordable rates
No synagogue or temple affiliation required

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
CHEVARA MISHNA – 8 Lake Shore Road, Lynn, Ma 01904

Eleanor J. (Jacobs) Roos, 100, of Swampscott and Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.



BUY OR SELL SPACES IN 
SHARON MEMORIAL PARK!

Contact the Lot Broker Today.
617-640-3143
glevine@thelotbroker.com
www.thelotbroker.com

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River MA 02720
10 Vinnin Street, Salem MA 01970

Peace of mind is priceless. Avoid crisis and provide 
comfort with  Advance Planning of final arrangements.

Call us today for a free Personal Planning Guide 
781-581-2300

If a death occurred yesterday... 
...what would your family be facing today?

Family-owned and operated since 1933
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Allan Joseph Rosenberg, 92, 
of Canton, died on September 
5, 2017, at home. He was the 
beloved husband of the late 
Barbara (Maskell) Rosenberg.

Born in Worcester, he was 
a son of the late Arthur and 
Sarah (Lakin) Rosenberg. Mr. 
Rosenberg graduated from 
Brown University class of 1946 
with a degree in Engineering. 
He worked for General Electric 
in Lynn for 40 years, retiring in 
1987 as Vice President of the 
Aerospace Division. He was 
a founding member and past 
president of Temple Emanu-El of 
Marblehead.

He is survived by his chil-
dren Larry Rosenberg and his 
wife Leslie of Framingham, John 
Rosenberg of New York City, 
Nancy Rosenberg of Barrington, 

R.I., and Arthur Rosenberg and 
his wife Hope of Boca Raton, Fla. 
He also leaves his grandchildren 
Sara Lewis, Mark Rosenberg, 
Sasha and Sabrina Rosenberg, 
Benjamin and Emily Shapiro, 
and Daniel, Adam and Rachel 
Rosenberg, as well as four great-
grandchildren Dylan and Sloane 
Lewis, Skylar Rosenberg, and 
Sophie Rosenberg.

A graveside funeral service 
was held on September 8 at 
Temple Emanu-El of Marblehead 
Cemetery, Buxton Road, Danvers. 
Memorial contributions may be 
made to Hebrew Senior Life, 1200 
Centre St., Boston, MA 02131, or 
the American Heart Association, 
300 5th Ave., Waltham, MA 02451. 
To register in the online guest-
book, visit stanetskyhymanson-
salem.com.

Allan Joseph Rosenberg, 92, of Canton

NOTICES

MOGEL, Allen B., 82 – late of 
Revere. Died on September 9, 
2017. Son of the late Israel and 
Flora (Krem) Mogel. Brother of 
the late Raphael Mogel. Dear 
friend of Edward Weisberg. 
(Goldman)

RUSKIN, Bernard J., 90 – late 
of Naples, Fla., formerly of 
Marblehead and Swampscott. 
Died on September 1, 2017. 
Husband of Lydia (Rosenfelt) 

Ruskin. Son of the late Edward 
and Frances Ruskin. Father of  
Dr. Stephen Ruskin, Tom 
Ruskin and his wife Wendy 
of Swampscott, and Rosanne 
Ruskin Regent and her husband 
Mark Regent of Weston. Brother 
of the late Helen Klopper. 
Grandfather of Rebecca Ruskin, 
Joshua Ruskin, Rachel Regent 
and Adam Regent. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

Honor your friend  
or loved one  

with a donation to  
the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of Jewish life  

in our communities.

LEGACY OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief 
notices for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 200 words, “In 
Memoriam,” cost $100; longer 
submissions will be charged 
accordingly. Photographs cost 
$25. For further information, 
contact your local funeral home; 
call Andrew at the Jewish Journal 
at 978-745-4111 x174; or email 
andrew@jewishjournal.org.

could be salvaged.”
On one of his trips to help 

clean out homes, Lipsker 
encountered a man who 
explained that the house that 
he had built with his wife was in 
ruins. “He told me he had never 
fully recovered from losing his 
wife, and that she was every-
thing to him, and the house 
reminded him of her, and he felt 
like he was losing her again,” 
said Lipsker. “I was sitting on 
the ground and he came close to 
me and burst out crying. A river 
of tears opened up. He grabbed 
onto me and wouldn’t let me go 
and held me. And then he said, 
‘thank you for being here, and 
for comforting me.’ ” 

Lipsker and the rabbis also 
hopped aboard Red Cross trucks 
and handed out thousands of 
meals to locals. “I found myself 
thinking about the paradox of 
an Orthodox rabbi feeding ham 
and turkey to non-Jews, but it 
felt right,” he said. 

Lipsker is back on the North 
Shore, preparing for his high 
holidays sermons, and also 
thinking about his next emer-
gency aid trip to Texas. This 
Feb., Lipsker and Rabbi Shmaya 
Freedman plan to bring 50 North 
Shore teens back to Houston. 
“It’s already half-filled,” he said. 

50 rabbis, and 48 hours in Houston 
from page 1

Rabbis gather in Houston to coordinate emergency relief after Hurricane Harvey.

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker hands out food to flood victims.

JOURNALISM 
DOES 

MATTER
Donate to 

the Jewish Journal 
on our homepage 

at jewishjournal.org. 

Subscribe to the Jewish 
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receive your community 
newspaper by mail. 

It’s FREE! 
Email 

subscriptions@ 
jewishjournal.org.

Join the Jewish Journal’s 
mailing list and never miss 

an issue. Email 
production@ 

jewishjournal.org.



Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246

Se niors
Af for da ble Se nior Hous ing For Over 30 Ye ars

socialactivities•smallpetsoK
Cle an, qui et, Af for da ble.

4 lo CA tions:
danvers•salem

peabody•beverly

EQU AL HOUS ING
OP POR TU N I  TY A POAH Community

Preservation Housing Community Management, LLC
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By Deborah Fineblum
JNS.ORG

When she was in her 30s, 
Janet Buchwald fell head over 
heels in love. 

With the Hebrew language. 
Three decades later, whenev-

er the Sudbury resident itches to 
expand her Hebrew vocabulary 
with a tantalizing new verb, or to 
find an answer to a particularly 
thorny question for a student, 
she looks no further than her 
favorite websites.

Sometimes Michael 
Vigdorchik feels like he’s playing 
a game of catch-up, something 
his online resources make pos-
sible. “When you grow up in the 
former Soviet Union, religion 
comes harder,” says the Ukraine 
native who now lives in St. Louis. 
“You have to take it slowly and 
ask a lot of questions. This I can 
do at Chabad.org.”  

Whenever Charlotte Gottlieb 
prepares a holiday workshop 
for the Jewish culture group she 
runs at her independent living 
center in Chevy Chase, Md., she 
typically looks no further than 
Aish.com. “They always have 
great stories and holiday tradi-
tions that I never heard of,” says 
Gottlieb, who with three other 
women ages 85-90 is hard at 
work preparing for her bat mitz-
vah (eight decades later) this 
spring. At 93, she is the senior 
member of the group.

Dr. Elliott Milgram may live 
in the Israeli coastal town of 
Nahariya, but thanks to his trusty 
computer, Milgram’s Torah and 
Talmud learning comes from all 
over the Jewish world. Tapping 
into such sources as Bar-Ilan 
University, Chabad, Aish, and 
Yeshivat Har Etzion, Milgram 
enjoys learning that resonates 
with his modern Orthodox and 
Zionist worldview. “These com-
mentaries are part of our Jewish 
heritage,” says the 80-year-old 
retired pediatrician. “The online 
classes and writings help us to 
understand who we are and why 
we are here.” 

The over-55 demographic, 
though not born with a key-
board in their hands like their 
grandchildren, is quickly warm-
ing to expanding their Jewish 
horizons online. In fact, this age 
bracket represents the fastest-
growing group of Internet users 
these days, including what used 
to be an exclusive domain of the 
young: Facebook. 

Chabad.org was early out 
of the gate. Back in the 1980s, 
when the Internet had yet to 
take hold of the world, Chabad 
was pioneering the online out-
reach field. What Chabad.org 
spokesman Chaim Landa notes 
was “one of the first pages on the 
Internet” today serves as what 
he calls “Judaism’s homepage,” 
garnering 44 million annual 
unique visitors.

Among those millions, Landa 
says that based on the feed-
back Chabad.org receives, an 
increasingly large chunk falls 
in the over-60 demographic. 
One offering that’s popular with 
seniors is Torah Trainer, which 
teaches even beginners to chant 
from the Torah.

“Chabad.org has answered a 
lot of questions I send in: Why 
do we eat kosher food? What 
does Judaism say about conver-
sion?” says Michael Vigdorchik. 
“The answers are sometimes a 

little bit surprising – and always 
interesting. My wife and I like to 
discuss them.”

An ever-expanding playing 
field of Jewish websites contin-
ues to push the envelope for 
Jewish learning with multi-
media and creative new ser-
vices – like Aish.com’s 24-hour 
live webcam broadcasting from 
the Western Wall in Jerusalem. 
Much of this creativity tends 
to appeal to older users who 
suddenly find themselves with 
more discretionary time on their 
hands.

“The younger people want 
whatever they can get in 10 
minutes, but the seniors tend 
to watch our longer classes, 
because they have the time 
and the patience,” says Shoshie 
Nissenbaum, women’s program 
director for Naaleh.com, home 
to thousands of lectures and 
ongoing courses from popular 
Torah teachers like Rebbitzin 
Tziporah Heller. Most of Naaleh.
com’s 30,000 members are 55 
and older, she says. 

“The 30-50 audience is pulled 
in too many directions, but the 
mature ones love it all, from 
those who never had a chance 
to learn and take the beginner’s 
classes to the advanced learner,” 
says Heller.

Websites like that of the 
Aleph Beta Academy (www.
alephbeta.org) attract users 
with eye-catching multimedia 
content. Using animated vid-
eos, CEO Rabbi David Fohrman 
employs 15 artists, Internet pros, 
and others to create animated 
insights into the Torah and other 
Jewish texts. Aleph Beta now 
boasts 4,500 subscribers and 
25,000 others who receive the 
website’s weekly email. 

Aleph Beta followers tend 
to be the over-50 crowd and 
youngsters who love animation. 

“The older followers aren’t 
digitally native like the kids, so 
we work at making the site easy 
to use,” says Fohrman. “Older 
users are willing to go for a deep 
dive. They have the attention 
span and sophistication for lon-
ger series and appreciate the bit-
tersweet parts of life, like enjoy-
ing red wine and dark choco-
late later in life.” One appeal for 
seniors is that they can show the 
Aleph Beta “cartoons” to their 
grandchildren.  

Janet Buchwald testifies that 
online resources have been a 
boon to her Jewish learning, 
especially when it comes to the 
Hebrew language.

“In my 30s, I was seized by 
a passion to learn Jewishly and 
discovered there was a voice in 
there,” she says. In the years that 
have followed, Buchwald has led 
High Holiday services, including 
at the Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology. She also pinch-
hits for the rabbi and cantor at 
her synagogue in Sudbury when 
they are away, and tutors bar/
bat mitzvah students who have 
a habit of asking tough ques-
tions. 

“The Web has everything but 
you have to really know your 
source,” she says, “and be very, 
very careful with what you 
pass on.” Her favorite websites 
include Aish.com, Chabad.org, 
and the Jewish Virtual Library. 
But when she’s not on the job, 
Buchwald will often direct her 
browser to another dose of 
Hebrew. Last week’s new word: 
tampon.

Other Jews turn to their 
computer, tablet, or even their 
smartphone to participate in 
Shabbat and holiday services. 
When Lynn Wagner lived in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, she attended 
Congregation Beth Adam. She 
has moved to Portland, Ore., 
but continues to “attend” Beth 
Adam for Friday night and holi-
day services as well as on the 
yahrzeit (anniversary of death) 
of her parents – all online.

“What’s so nice is I can stream 
it anytime if I am not available 
at that hour,” says Wagner, 70. 
“With these services, I feel like 
I’m still there. And I try not to 
miss the rabbi’s podcasts. My 
iPad goes with me everywhere, 
even to bed.”

Robert Barr, the Beth Adam 
rabbi who records those pod-
casts, is quick to point out the 
power of online Judaism, espe-
cially for older Jews. 

“Nine years ago, we recog-
nized the changes we were see-
ing,” he says. “We now have an 
online congregational rabbi, 
tens of thousands watching 
our High Holiday services, and 
36,000 on our Facebook page. 
We’re reaching and interacting 
with people from all over.” 

Chief among them are older 
Jews unable to get out for ser-
vices and others who live in iso-
lated areas, says the rabbi. 

“What’s striking is people 
experience being part of a com-
munity,” Barr says. “They feel 
strongly connected to some-
thing Jewish.”

“Technology is getting eas-
ier and easier every year,” he 
says. “[Seniors’] grandchildren 
set them up and tell them, 
‘Grandma, just push this button. 
Don’t worry. You can’t break it.’” 

Photo by Michael Vigdorchik
Michael Vigdorchik, 69, learns 
through Chabad.org at his home 
in St. Louis. 

Seniors increasingly surf the Web  
to expand their Jewish horizons

781-639-4759
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”
Geriatric Care Management • Dementia/Alzheimer Care • Home Health Aides

Nursing Care • Medication Management • Assist with bathing/dressing
Meal planning/preparation • Companionship • Transportation

Light cleaning/laundry • Respite Care • Shopping/errands
… and more … from 2 to 24 hours a day

Email: confidentialcare@verizon.net Susan K. Newton, President



Seacrest Village at Rancho Bernardo, an independent 
living retirement community in the San Diego area is 
ready to welcome you. 

Turn your dream into a reality! Escape the snow and 
frigid temperatures and experience a month or two (or 
more!) in beautiful southern California while staying 
in our award-winning community! Stay in a lovely 
furnished, spacious apartment, enjoy three gourmet 
meals daily, participate in activities (yes, we have Mah 
Jong!) and make new friends. 

Why wait? Call today! 
Contact Marcia at mstein@seacrestvillage.org or call 
858.485.0700.

Calling All Snowbirds!

Turn your 

dream 
into a

REALITY!

SEACREST VILLAGE
AT RANCHO BERNARDO
n el l i e  c oh n  r e si den c e
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Senior Living in the Jewish Tradition  |  seacrestvillage.org

12370 Monte Vista Road, Poway, CA 92064

Shore Village is conveniently located near area shops and restaurants,  
public transportation and beach. Our brand new apartments are equipped  

with full kitchens, washer and dryer in unit and walk-in closets.  
Community room with fireplace and rooftop deck with great views.

A community for 62 plus.
For more information and to arrange a tour call 978-532-4800

137 EASTERN AVE., LYNN
Managed by Crowninshield Management Corporation

$1,300
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• PRIVATE CARE
• Personal Care 
• Homemaking
• Companionship 

The Right Choice Home Care

     617-435-7035  
therightchoicehomecare.com    therightchoicehomecare@gmail.com

Quality  |   Support  |   Compassion Jewish NFL player of all time by 
the American Jewish Historical 
Society last year. Ahead of him: 
Sid Luckman, the Chicago Bears 
quarterback from 1939 to 1950; 
Ron Mix, offensive lineman 
for the Rams, Chargers, and 
Raiders, 1960 to 1971; and Benny 
Friedman, who played quarter-
back for four teams from 1929 
to 1934.

Shortly after catching nine 
passes for 109 yards and a touch-
down in the Pats’ 28-24 victory 
over the Seattle Seahawks in the 
2015 Super Bowl, Edelman dug 
into his Jewish roots during a 
Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
of Greater Boston trip to Israel.

“Exploring my heritage is 
something I started in the past 
few years and seeing Israel for the 
first time, really getting a sense of 
its history and culture, I now truly 
understand why it’s so special,” 
he said after the trip.

Another of New England’s 
core players who also is Jewish 
– special teams catalyst Nate 
Ebner – also missed the 2017 
opener with a shoulder injury. 
The Patriots owner, Robert Kraft, 
is a renowned Jewish philanthro-
pist.

Though there aren’t many 
Jewish players currently active in 
the NFL, some of the former stars 
include quarterback Jay Fiedler 
(1994-2006), who had his most 
memorable years with the Miami 
Dolphins, and the Patriots’ 
Hall of Fame linebacker, Andre 
Tippett (1982-1993).  

Tippett, who was raised in a 
Baptist family, converted in 1997 

after he was immersed in the cul-
ture of his wife Rhonda’s close-
knit Jewish Framingham fam-
ily. He lives in Sharon, where he 
attends Temple Sinai.

“I knew that it was impor-
tant that I engulf myself in learn-
ing,” Tippett, who calls himself a 
proud Jew, told The Boston Globe 
regarding his conversion. “I did 
this for my family. It was prob-
ably one of the easiest things I 
had to do in my life. It was fun. 
It was an opportunity to learn 
about a new culture and history, 
and to study.”

Meanwhile, watch out for 
Adam Bisnowaty, a rookie offen-
sive tackle with the New York 
Giants. While NFL players are 
known for their tattoos  – which 
are prohibited under Jewish law 
– the 6-6, 300-pound Bisnowaty 
wears his faith on his sleeve. Or 
rather, under it.

On his inner upper arm 
in large Hebrew letters are the 
words from Exodus, when Moses 
asks God what he should call 
Him: “Ehyeh asher Ehyeh,” which 
translates to “I am that I am.”

Edelman among brightest Jewish stars in NFL
from page 1

Patriots receiver Julian Edelman 
explores the Negev. 

Photo courtesy of Kansas City Chiefs 
Mitchell Schwartz lays down a block for the Kansas City Chiefs. 



By Rafael Medoff
JNS.ORG

The United Nations has 
crowned her a “human rights 
defender,” while Al Jazeera, the 
Qatar-based broadcaster, hails 
her as a “Palestinian super-
mom.” But Manal Tamimi’s links 
to violence and tweets accus-
ing Jews of “drinking Palestinian 
blood” are prompting some of 
her backers to reconsider their 
support.

Tamimi, a 45-year-old moth-
er of four, is a leader of the 
Popular Resistance Organizing 
Committee in the town of Nabi 
Saleh, near the Palestinian 
Authority (PA)-controlled city of 
Ramallah. Nearly every Friday 
for the past seven-and-a-half 
years, Tamimi and her col-
leagues have marched to the 
nearby Jewish community of 
Halamish to demand its expul-
sion. Halamish is the village 
where July 21, a Palestinian ter-
rorist stabbed to death three 
members of the Salomon family 
at their Shabbat dinner table. 

During the Friday protests, 
many of the marchers have 
hurled rocks at Israeli soldiers 
guarding the town, who have 
responded with tear gas or rub-
ber bullets. Tamimi, her hus-
band Bilal and their children 
have attracted international 
attention by posting videos of 
the soldiers on the internet. The 
Tamimis contend that the sol-
diers’ arrests of rock-throwers 
constitutes persecution of the 
residents of Nabi Saleh.

‘Vampire’ Zionists
Tamimi was included in a list 

of “human rights defenders” in 
a recent report by S. Michael 
Lynk, the U.N. special rappor-
teur on human rights in the dis-
puted territories.

In response, NGO Monitor, 
a Jerusalem-based organiza-
tion that tracks the activities 
and funding of self-described 
human rights groups, informed 
the U.N. Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights that Tamimi has during 
the past two years authored 
tweets such as: “Vampire zion-
ist celebrating their Kebore 
day [written on Yom Kippur] 
by drinking Palestinian bloods, 
yes our blood is pure & deli-
cious but it will kill u at the 
end.” In another tweet August 1, 

2015, she said, “I do hate israel, 
i do hate zionism, i wish a third 
Intefada coming soon and peo-
ple rais up and kills all these 
zionist settlers everywhere.”

In a Twitter exchange August 
20 with NGO Monitor spokes-
man Daniel Laufer, Tamimi 
wrote, “I’m not a Jew heater 
[sic], I have a very good Jew 
friends, I hate Zionists & I’m not 
denying that, Zionism, KKK and 
ISIS R all same 4 me.”

In response to the NGO 
Monitor complaint, the U.N. 
agency removed Tamimi from 
the roster of “human rights 
defenders” in Lynk’s report.

NGO Monitor President Prof. 
Gerald Steinberg told JNS.org, 
“There is no excuse for fund-
ing Jew-hatred in the guise of 
promoting peace or in any other 
NGO framework, or for giving 
anti-Semites such as Tamimi the 

status of ‘human rights defend-
ers.’ Independent examinations 
of the U.N. and EU agencies 
involved in this travesty are 
long overdue – the disconnect 
between noble objectives and 
immoral actions has been clear 
for many years.”

Steinberg added, “Full trans-
parency and oversight for the 
massive sums [of money] going 

to radical NGOs is crucial so that 
this behavior is halted. While 
some of the European govern-
ments, including Switzerland 
and Denmark, have started 
to examine funding for politi-
cal NGOs after parliaments 
demanded accountability, there 
is still a long way to go.”

“There was just no way our daughter was not 
going to live with us. We knew having her at 
home would restrict us but there was no other 
option in our mind. When we found AFC, our 
lives changed. They provided us with a team  
of professionals that created a plan for today 
and for the future. And with their program  
we were able to take our first vacation  
alone. They changed our lives.” ~ Mary and Bob

Caregivers to Daughter

978-281-2612  
AdultFosterCareNS.com  

Celebrating 15 Years

Assisted Living Specializing in Memory Care
- SEASONS OF DANVERS -

We’re conveniently located at: 44 Summer Street  |  Danvers, MA  |  online: seasonsofdanvers.com

We can help, 
We care,

We understand
Memory Care.

We understand what your family faces when someone you 
care about is living with the early symptoms of memory 

loss. Seasons is thoughtfully designed to compassionately 
meet the needs of your loved one. Our highly trained staff 
also provide families with guidance and education along 

this uncharted journey.

 Our goal is simple – to make a positive difference in 
people’s lives by creating a special place where residents 

can thrive and families can have peace of mind.

978.777.0230
suzanne@seasonsofdanvers.com

We’re here
to help:

     

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

Let our trained team of compassionate caregivers  
help keep you safe at home.

From homemaking to skilled nursing,  
when it comes to home care - trust the professionals.

All services supervised by Registered Nurses.

Call for your FREE In-home Assessment

781-245-1880
 www.abchhp.com

Palestinian ‘supermom’ says Jews drink Arab blood

Facebook
Manal Tamimi and other Pal
estinian demonstrators march 
during a protest against Jewish 
settlement expansion.
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The Arbors At Winthrop offers the ease and relaxation of 
a quaint seaside community with the comfort and support 
of knowing 24/7 care is available if needed. Choose from 
our selection of unique residences, with scenic views and 
a great community of friends, neighbors and caregivers — 
just minutes away from Boston and the North Shore.

We take pride in being run by family and treating 
you like family. Come take a tour today!

The Arbors at Winthrop
Independent & Assisted Living

46 Lincoln Street
Winthrop, MA 02152 

(617) 207-3009

Somewhere Beyond
The Sea

For more information, visit arborsassistedliving.com

The Arbors At Winthrop Is Waiting For You

Closer to Stoneham? 
Visit us there.

140 Franklin Street
Stoneham, MA 02180 

(781) 435-1958

THE GABLES OFFERS
• On-site Five Star Wellness & Rehab

• Fine dining prepared daily by our Executive Chef
• Diverse social, educational and cultural programs providing  

mental stimulation and physical exercise through our Lifestyle360 Programming
• Chauffeured transportation to medical appointments, shopping,  

cultural events, restaurants and local places of interest
• Computer center, library, activity center with demonstration kitchen, and bistro

• Spacious apartments, including full-size upgraded kitchens  
with granite countertops and stainless steel appliances

THE GABLES AT WINCHESTERTHE GABLES AT WINCHESTER
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By Deborah Fineblum
JNS.ORG

After her husband Jerry died, 
Harriet Vogel started writing let-
ters to him. 

“I began doing it because it 
was therapeutic and comfort-
ing,” says Harriet, a grief coun-
selor who has worked with New 
York-area hospice programs.

Ten years later, those let-
ters to Jerry form the backbone 
of her book “Sad Is Not Bad: 
It’s How We Grieve After We’ve 
Loved,” which includes guid-
ance and advice derived from 
Harriet’s life and her years of 
counseling those who have also 
lost spouses.

Five years ago, at age 73, 
Harriet met her current love 
online – after grieving sufficient-
ly to be open to someone new. 
“It’s absolutely wonderful to love 
and be loved again,” she says. 

Harriet is convinced grief 
needs to be approached with 
as much courage as possible. 
“When you embrace your grief 
and don’t dodge the hard work, 
you can come out healed,” she 
says. “You still miss your spouse, 
but you can let go of the anger 
and depression.” 

The next step, even at an 
advanced age, can be determin-
ing when one is ready to love 
again. 

“It came as a complete sur-
prise,” says Harris Jaffe, 74, who 
did not expect to marry again 
after his first wife died. “But I’m 
so glad I [remarried]. We had a 
deep and profound love, and 
wanted to do this before God. 
That’s the only reason we would 
go through the mishegas (crazi-
ness) of getting married again 
and blending families.”

“[My second wife had] been 
through a bitter divorce, but for 
her the past was in the past,” 
he says. “We had a wonderful 
five years together. She was my 
blessing even when she was so 
ill and probably didn’t feel like 
a blessing. She taught me that 
love can happen at any age.”

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz, an 
expert on Jewish marriage who 
teaches at the Ohr Somayach 
yeshiva in Jerusalem, recom-
mends to “allow yourself the 
time to work through the grief 
before attempting love again.”

Synagogues and other Jewish 
institutions can help with the 
bereavement process. At the 
Shira Ruskay Center, a program 
of the Jewish Board of Family 
and Children’s Services in New 
York, eight-week groups help 
seniors through what can be a 
challenging and painful time. 
The sessions tap into the rich 
trove of Jewish mourning tra-
ditions with a prayer or Torah 
teaching, designed to provide 
comfort and inspiration. 

“Each discussion of Jewish 
mourning traditions leads 
to sharing and support,” says 
Miriam Herscher, a chaplain 
and social worker who is part of 
the center’s team of clergy and 
counselors.

“What we do is ‘normalize’ 
what they’re feeling,” she says. 
“We walk with them part of the 
way on their grief journey.” 

Jaffe, a graduate of the Ruskay 
Center’s program, says he signed 
up the year after his second 
wife’s death in part because it 
was something he didn’t make 

the time for when his previous 
wife had died many years ear-
lier. 

“Back then I had a young 
daughter who needed me and 
a demanding job – I know I sup-
pressed my own grieving,” he 
says. “But this time I made it a 
priority.” 

On the opposite end of 
the country, Rabbi Aliza Berk 
works with San Diego-based 
Jewish seniors in a six-week 
bereavement group through 
the LightBridge Hospice 
Community Foundation. 

“The greatest thing they come 
away with is the feeling that they 
are not alone,” she says. “We 
offer a safe place for them to cry 
and laugh, to share their feelings 
and learn how to cope.” The ses-
sions cover the basics of Jewish 
mourning, from shiva (the first 
seven days) to shloshim (the 
first month) to yahrzeit (death 
anniversary), as well as Jewish 
views on the afterlife.

Rabbi Breitowitz explains 
that the pain of losing a spouse 
“seems like it will never go away, 
and a person might even feel 
disloyal to their late spouse by 
even considering remarriage.” 
Yet “in life and love, second 
chances can be deep and lov-
ing,” he says.

Judaism tends to encourage 
remarriage, says Moshe 
Raichman, who directs 
ChabadMatch.com. Since the 
Chabad-Lubavitch Hasidic 
movement is committed to 
“love and marriage at any age,” 
Chabad maintains a global net-
work of shadchanim (match-
makers), some of whom special-
ize in helping older singles. 

“Marriage isn’t just a prac-
tical arrangement. At any 
age, it’s the chance for a true 
soul mate,” says Rabbi Simon 
Jacobson, author of “Toward a 
Meaningful Life: The Wisdom of 
the Rebbe Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson” and dean of the 
Meaningful Life Center. “Older 
love can go beyond the physical, 
intellectual and emotional. No 
longer distracted by looks, you 
can appreciate their personality 
and soul. You know that inti-
macy is more about trust than 
lust.”

Getting remarried “is the big-
gest compliment you can pay 
your late spouse,” says Rabbi 
Reuven Bulka, author of “Jewish 
Marriage: A Halakhic Ethic.”

“Not only would your hus-
band or wife not be angry,” he 
says, “assuming they loved you, 
they’d want you not to be alone.”

Jewish seniors learn that 
‘love can happen at any age’

Harriet Vogel with her book, 
“Sad Is Not Bad: It’s How We 
Grieve After We’ve Loved.” 
Vogel met her current love 
online when she was 73.

JOURNALISM DOES MATTER
Donate to the Jewish Journal 

on our homepage at jewishjournal.org. 



On September 26, the popu-
lar JCCNS Jewish Book Month 
Speaker Series will commence. 
The series kicks off with Lesley 
Stahl of 60 Minutes and Marcia 
Clark, renowned criminal law-
yer.

This year’s schedule is filled 
with highly acclaimed authors 
including Swampscott’s own 
award-winning journalist Lesley 
Stahl (Becoming Grandma), best-
selling author and well-known 
criminal lawyer Marcia Clark 
(Snap Judgment), and New York 
Times bestselling author Alice 
Hoffman (The Rules of Magic). 
Each event includes a presen-
tation by the author(s) and an 
interactive discussion about 
their books. A special ticket pack-
age is available which includes 
ONE ticket to each event for a 
discounted rate of $195.

Having interviewed dignitar-
ies across the globe, Lesley Stahl 
will share fascinating stories 
from her renowned career. Stahl 
will also discuss her newest 
book, Becoming Grandma: The 
Joys and Science of the New 
Grandparenting, about the joys 
and heartfelt rewards of grand-
parenting. The September 26 
opening night will begin at 7 
p.m. at Temple Sinai in Marble-
head. $36 per person includes 
reception. 

Opening week continues on 
September 28 at 7:30 p.m. with 
bestselling author and crimi-
nal lawyer, Marcia Clark, and 
her most recent installment of 
her crime fiction series, Snap 
Judgment. She will discuss her 
celebrated career, life after 
O.J., and how she got into writ-
ing. Attorney Robert Mazow of 
Swampscott will moderate the 
event at Congregation Shirat 
Hayam in Swampscott. $36 per 
person includes reception. 

Another highlight of the series 
will feature Alice Hoffman, the 
prolific New York Times best-
selling author of over 30 books 
including The Dovekeepers, the 

story of the siege and survi-
vors of Masada. She will appear 
on Wednesday, October 25 at 
7:00 p.m. at Temple Sinai in 
Marblehead. Along with discuss-
ing her other novels, Hoffman 
will introduce her latest book, 
The Rules of Magic, a prequel 
to Practical Magic, adapted into 
a popular film starring Sandra 
Bullock and Nicole Kidman. $20 
per person includes reception. 

The series continues through 
December 10.

“We are thrilled to begin this 
year’s JBM with an incredible 
opening week, featuring Lesley 
Stahl and Marcia Clark and con-
tinuing through December with 
a line-up of authors that you 
won’t want to miss,” says Rhonda 
Gilberg, JBM Chairperson. “This 
year’s book topics include com-
edy, crime fiction, politics, 
nutrition, parenting, witch-
craft, animals, and cater to a 
wide-range of audiences. We are 
always grateful to our generous 
supporters and sponsors and 
love being able to bring such 
acclaimed authors to the North 
Shore. We hope you will join us 
at these fabulous events!” 

Additional scheduled JBM 
events are:

GIRLS NIGHT OUT  
featuring Grocery Makeover: 

Small Changes for Big Results  
by Julie Feldman

As a nationally recognized 
nutrition expert who has been 
featured on FOX and ABC News, 
she will share tips from her 
essential and user-friendly book, 
Grocery Makeover, which leads 
readers on an aisle-by-aisle jour-
ney to better health and well-
being. Thursday, October 19 at 
6:00 p.m. at Kernwood Country 
Club, Salem (valet parking avail-
able). $75 per person includes 
dinner, wine and a copy of the 
book.

Let There Be Laughter  
by Michael Krasny

Laugh and nosh with the 
engaging host of NPR’s Forum 
with Michael Krasny, who will 
present his compendium of 
Jewish jokes and offer a win-
dow into Jewish culture. Sunday, 
October 22 at 10:00 a.m. at the 
JCCNS, Marblehead. $20 per 
person includes brunch.

Jewish Justices of the Supreme 
Court: From Brandeis to Kagan 

by David G. Dalin
Dalin, an incredible storytell-

er, will discuss the relationships 
between Jewish justices and the 
presidents who appointed them 
as well as the role that anti-Sem-
itism played in their appoint-
ment. Wednesday, November 
1 at 7:00 p.m. at the JCCNS, 
Marblehead. $18 per person 
includes reception.

Local Authors Night wel-
comes a panel of local authors 
who will talk about their person-
al writing journeys and discuss 
the inspiration behind their lat-
est books. Local authors include:

Man of the Year by Lou Cove
Reclaiming the Feminist 

Vision by Janet L. Freedman
Seven Times Seven by Susana 

Lannik and Sharon Rich
Untying Parent Anxiety 

by Lisa Sugarman. Thursday, 
November 9 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
JCCNS, Marblehead. $18 per 
person includes reception. 

When Was the Last Time 
You Checked on How Much 
Your House is Worth?
Do you think that knowing the value 
of what is probably your greatest asset 
would be useful information?

I am offering you a complimentary 
Comparative Market Analysis (CMA) 
which will detail what your property 
will sell for in today’s robust market.

I will assist you in determining how much equity you have in 
your home having purchased it several years ago – in today’s 
market, that value has certainly gone way up!

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage New England leads 
the industry in market share and has sold more homes than 
any other real estate company in New England. As a Coldwell 
Banker affiliate I have the most integrated and comprehensive 
approach to marketing in the industry. 

Ready to get the process going?

SCOTT BORNSTEIN
REALTOR®

(617) 593-7240 DIRECT • (978) 927-1111 OFFICE
Scott.Bornstein@NEMoves.com

50 Dodge Street, Suite 105
Beverly, MA 01915

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

GREEN CLEANING SERVICES
FOR HOMES & BUSINESSES
We use only chemical-free, plant-based, biodegradable 
products that are family and pet-friendly.

REQUEST A  
FREE ESTIMATE20% OFF 

your first clean!
Use promo code 

FIRSTCLEAN

978.210.6941    |    info@greencleanguys.com

 greencleanguys.com

978.210.6941    |    info@greencleanguys.com

Would You Like to Control 
Your Own Destiny as Well as Your Paycheck?

CONNOR 
REAL ESTATE

Ask for John or Mike
 781-581-5940

We have one Sales Position 
available for a Pro!

Call

Real Estate Salesperson Wanted!
Outstanding opportunity! 

CONNOR Real Estate

Call John or Mike Connor

Positive attitude, good people skills 
more important than experience. 

Part or full time.

781-581-5940
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JCCNS Jewish Book Month returns to the North Shore

Back row: 
Joe Cole-
Commander, 
Prince-Strauss/
Groman Post 
161-Jewish War 
Veterans of USA, 
Ira Novoselsky-
Past National 
Commander 
Jewish War 
Veterans of USA

Front 
row: Steven 
Richmond-funeral assistant, Megan Mooney-Funeral Director at 
Torf Funeral Service, Amy Torf Feinberg-Funeral Director at Torf 
Funeral Service and her husband Jeff Feinberg, and Daniel Hanlon 
Jr.-Funeral Director at Torf Funeral Service

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare (CJL) is partnering with 
Compassionate Care ALS (CCALS) to host the 
ninth annual ALS & MS Boston Walk for Living on 
Sunday, October 1. 

The event will be held at 165 Captains Row on 
Admirals Hill in Chelsea outside of the Leonard 
Florence Center for Living, and will begin at 10 
a.m., with registration opening at 8 a.m. This 
2-mile walk supports individuals and families liv-
ing with ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) and 
MS (multiple sclerosis). 

The Walk for Living will be MC’d by radio 
personality Matt Siegel, host of “Matty in the 
Morning” on KISS 108. Special guests include 
Jan Cellucci, former First Lady of Massachusetts, 
whose husband, Paul, died of ALS in 2013.

M&T Bank is a major sponsor of this year’s 
walk.

“We are so pleased to collaborate with CCALS 
on this year’s walk,” said Barry Berman, CEO of 
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare. “Our missions are very 
similar. We both provide compassionate and lov-
ing care to those in need while focusing upon 
improving quality of life.”

CJL and CCALS provide innovative care models 
that enable individuals with ALS & MS to live their 
day-to-day lives as independently as possible. 
CCALS offers individualized support services for 
individuals diagnosed with ALS, their caregiv-
ers, and their families. CJL operates the Leonard 
Florence Center for Living, a residence that cares 
for more individuals with ALS than any other 
place in the world. 

“Novel technology and compassionate care 
are trademarks of both organizations,” stated Ron 
Hoffman, CCALS founder and executive director. 
“We are excited to partner with Chelsea Jewish 
Lifecare. ALS never shows up quite the same for 
any two people and every situation is different.”

Support the ALS & MS Boston Walk for Living 
by creating or joining a team or by making a dona-
tion at walkforliving.org. Walkers receive a T-shirt 
and can participate in the day’s activities, which 
include a post-walk party with free food. 

For more information, call Joelle Smith at 617-
409-8973 or email walkforliving@chelseajewish.
org. 

Ninth annual ALS & MS Boston Walk for Living October 1 in Chelsea Torf Funeral Service salutes  
Jewish War Veterans 

Leonard Florence ALS residents take part in the Ice 
Bucket Challenge to kick off the 2017 ALS & MS 
Walk for Living.

Steve Saling, an ALS resident at the Leonard 
Florence Center for Living and Matt Siegel, KISS-
108 radio personality and Walk MC at the 2016 
Walk for Living.
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When it comes to volunteering in Beverly and 
across the North Shore, David Carnevale is 
often one of the first people in line to help. 

Carnevale was born in Nova Scotia, and grew up in 
Beverly. His wife, Sue, is a forensic psychologist, and 
he has a son and daughter, Roman and Calandra. He 
converted to Judaism several years ago, and since 
then he has served on the Board of Directors at 
Temple B’nai Abraham in Beverly.

A  A  A

You were born in Nova Scotia?
Yes. I was born in Halifax, Nova Scotia. I was put 

up for adoption and placed in an orphanage in Prince 
Edward Island. When I was 18 months old, I was 
adopted and brought to Beverly where I grew up. 

How was it to grow up in Beverly?
It was great. My dad owned H. Guy Lyman 

Company in Beverly, and he was a plumber. My mom 
was a stay-at-home mom. My upbringing was really 
nice. I grew up one street over from where I live now. 
When I graduated Beverly High School my dad got 
me into the plumber’s union. I became a plumber, 
and I eventually took over my father’s business.

You grew up Catholic? 
Yes. I was always a spiritual person. I have a 

daughter from my first marriage. Then I met my wife, 
Susan, 21 years ago, and we got married in 1999. 
She is a forensic psychologist. We were married for 
two years and we decided that we wanted to have 
children, but we were older so we went through all 
of the DSS programs and graduated all of the classes. 
And when it came down to foster care or adoption, 
I had a talk with Sue. I asked if we could adopt a kid 
from another country just like I was. I wanted to give 

another kid a break, just like I got. And Sue said, it 
was OK. So, we actually had to go Russia twice and 
we brought home Roman. He was 5. He’s now 19, and 
attends Endicott College in Beverly. 

When did you decide to convert and become a 
Jew?

I was a non-practicing Catholic. We adopted 
Roman and we decided we would raise him Jewish. 
My wife is from Chestnut Hill. I then met Rabbi Steven 
Rubenstein, a former rabbi at Temple B‘nai Abraham 
in Beverly, and he became my best friend here. Before 
we had Roman I was going with Susan to Friday night 
services, and I’d always ask Steve questions about 
Judaism and he always took the time to answer them 
fully. One day I asked Steve about converting and he 
referred me to the Lappin Foundation, which had a 
conversion program with rabbis. I took a class with 
a few rabbis, and I learned about different aspects of 
Judaism. And then I went to the mikvah and it was so 
funny. As a plumber I had repaired the mikvah in Lynn 
and so now I went there for myself and it was closed 
because they were painting it. So I said, “Steve, where 
could I go?” It was April. And the rabbi said there’s a 
lake at Camp Menorah in Essex. And I knew the camp 
well – my son went to Camp Menorah for 10 years 
and I did a lot of volunteer work for them on their 
plumbing. I even had the keys to get into the camp. I 
knew that Chebacco Lake is really cold. But we went 
over there, and I did it. I dunked a few times. I felt really 
very spiritually satisfied. I felt like I was supposed to be 
doing what I was doing. I felt more whole with myself. 

You’ve done a lot of volunteer work over the 
years.

Yes. For the last eight years I’ve been in charge of 
organizing a Monday Night Dinner at the First Baptist 
Church in Beverly for those who have no where else to 
go. The shul pays for it and we have 10 to 12 members 
from the temple volunteer every month. We have 
a spaghetti dinner with meat sauce, and we have a 
couple of women who come early to make ratatouille 
and they drive over to a farmstand that donates all of 
the produce. We even have homemade applesauce. 

You also provided and installed all of 
the plumbing material at the Habitat for 
Humanity House in Beverly, and built a 
shower for a homeless shelter in Beverly.  
Why are you so passionate about 
volunteering?

I like to give. Anytime I can volunteer I jump to it. I 
want to give back. You know I’ve been lucky, and I’ve 
come to the conclusion that I’d be planting potatoes 
on Prince Edward Island if I didn’t get the chance I 
had so, I just want to give back. 

You’re on the board of Temple B’nai Abraham.
Yes, I’ve been on the executive board for six years, 

and now I’m a vice president at the synagogue. For 
me, being in temple is like being at home. It just 
feels so right to be at that temple. The people are so 
nice, and I’ll do anything for my family. When they 
did the renovations for the bathrooms, I got all the 
materials for below cost. I go to Friday night services. 
This summer we had our Friday night services at 
Lynch Park. I helped get the pizza, and I got them at 
discount. 

You went to Israel. How was your experience?
I traveled with the temple to Israel a few years ago. 

It felt like home, it felt just like it was all meant to be. 
I went to the Western Wall, and I could have stayed 
there all day. I meditated and I just felt one with 
myself and with God. I was mainly thinking about 
myself. Susan was there also. I was able to talk to God 
there. 

How is Judaism different from the religion you 
were raised in?

I think it’s more fulfilling because I can talk directly 
to God. And Judaism allows me to do that. 

I love the Jewish traditions, the holidays. We have 
a Passover seder in my dining room and we host as 
many as 18 people each year. My wife will lead the 
seder, and in the past we’ve had Rabbi Alison Adler 
and Steve Rubenstein here. 

Do you look forward to the High Holidays?
Yes. I fast on Yom Kippur. It’s a Jewish tradition that 

I enjoy being a part of. I look inward on that day. I 
think about my family, where I am in life, and where I 
want to be in life. And I always think about just how I 
want to try to help out as much as I can in life.

TODAY’S MENSCHION: DAVID CARNEVALE

Honorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
exceptional contributions close to home and around the world

The true definition of downsizing.   
“I want my children to have all the things I couldn’t afford.

Then I want to move in with them.” – Phyllis Diller

Let’s talk.
Kathleen Lynn Murphy   |   72 Front Street   |   Marblehead  MA  01945

781.631.1898   |   KathleenMurphyRealEstate.com   |   KathleenLynn.Murphy@SothebysRealty.com

David Carnevale at the Western Wall.

Carnevale in his Beverly yard.Carnevale with wife Susan and son Roman.
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