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By Scott Rubin
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

PARDES HANNA KARKUR, ISRAEL – 
Where am I?  Who am I? How did I get 
here?  Am I dreaming? Am I dead? Or 
maybe I’m simply awake?

Before me is a vision: Rows of hun-
dreds of young, proud Jews stand at 
attention in unblemished army fatigues, 

circling a spiral con-
crete stage while a griz-
zled old decorated gen-
eral stands before them 
confidently addressing 
them in Hebrew.  I don’t 
understand a word. I 

don’t have to ….
It’s the beret ceremony for the Nahal 

Brigade – Israel’s legendary infantry forc-
es. 

I scan the circular rows of green des-
perately trying to spot my 19-year-old 
son, but the genetic and age similarities make it a near impossible task – like trying 

The odyssey of the Lone Soldier

Miles Rubin, with his mother Evie 
Sherman, after he received his Nahal 
Brigade beret.

By Larry Constantine
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

GLOUCESTER – The venue is on the 
shady side. The walls shake in the wind 
and the décor in some cases might be 
described as seedy. 

But, no, this is not some Prohibition Era 
backstreet speakeasy. It’s a sukkah, or hut, 
to mark the holiday of Sukkot which began 
last night and runs until Oct. 11. The holi-
day, which marks the gathering of the har-
vest, is mentioned in the Torah and com-
mands Jews to dwell in a sukkah or a booth. 
These days, people celebrate the holiday by 
serving meals to friends and family in the 
sukkah. Traditional Jews also say blessings, 
and shake a lulav and etrog inside the suk-
kah every day during the holiday. 

On Oct. 10, Phoebe Potts, director of 
family learning at Gloucester’s Temple 
Ahavat Achim, will be leading the tem-
ple’s inaugural Sukkah Crawl, a family-
friendly moveable feast that will visit four 

In Gloucester, a ‘Sukkah Crawl’

Photo by Larry Constantine 
Volunteers erecting the sukkah in front 
of Temple Ahavat Achim. 

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

The images of napalm, 
ambushes, heroic battles, 
and death returned to TV 
last week, when millions 
of Americans sat down to 
watch “The Vietnam War,” a 
10-part, 18-hour PBS docu-
mentary that many consid-
er the most comprehensive 
look at our country’s most 
unpopular and misunder-
stood war. 

Of the 3.4 million 
Americans who were 
deployed in Southeast Asia, 
tens of thousands were Jews 
who proudly served their 
country. According to the 
US National Archives and 
Records Administration, 
58,220 died in the war, 
including 270 Jews. Several 
Jews from Greater Boston 
perished in the war, includ-
ing Gerald E. Isaacson of 
Marblehead, Sheldon R. 
Cohen of Chelsea, Gary M. 
Cohen of Dartmouth, and 
Jack Rabinovitz of Dorchester. 

Across the region, the documentary has brought back 
a flood of memories to Jewish Vietnam veterans such as 
Jack Romo of North Reading, Robert Finger of Brockton, 
and Rabbi Mark Golub of Melrose. 

“I’m watching every bit of it,” said Romo, who grew 
up in Peabody and enrolled in the Army after earning 
his master’s degree in social work from the University of 

Pennsylvania. Romo, who served as a captain, was in the 
25th Medical Battalion in Vietnam in 1966 and 1967 and 
oversaw a group of social workers who helped counsel 
soldiers.  

“The documentary has elicited a lot of memories and 
emotions,” said Romo, who is 81, and a former state com-
mander of the Jewish War Veterans of Massachusetts. 
“I’m finding it very informative but it also brings back 

negative and troubling memo-
ries for me, because we had so 
many American soldiers that 
were killed and were brought to 
our medical battalion for treat-
ment.”

Romo stayed in the Army 
after the war and rose to the 
rank of lieutenant colonel. In 
1978, he was assigned to Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center and 
then to the Walter Reed Army 
Institute of Research, where he 
was the deputy director for mili-
tary psychiatric research until he 
retired in 1981.

While he’s keenly interested 
in the documentary’s interviews 
with former North Vietnamese 
and Viet Cong soldiers who dis-
cuss experiences similar to those 
Americans faced during the war, 
Romo – whose father called him 
“Yankl” – said Vietnam is never 
far from his thoughts. Over the 
years, he recognized he had 
symptoms of PTSD, or post-
traumatic stress disorder. 

“I’m over-vigilant and can’t go 
to sleep at night without mak-
ing sure that all of the doors in 
my house are locked,” he said. 
“There was a period of time that 

if I went to a restaurant, I’d sit with my back to the wall so 
I could look at most of what was going on in the restau-
rant. I had reoccurring dreams of Vietnam. What the [TV] 
program has done has made me aware of the dreams I 
used to have but don’t have anymore.” 

Robert Finger, who grew up in Swampscott, is now 71 

Jewish veterans remember Vietnam, again
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“There were times when 
battle periods lasted for 
days.” – Robert Finger, 
formerly of Swampscott, 
who served in Vietnam 
from 1966-67.

Rabbi Mark Golub leading a seder 
in Vietnam, April 1969.

“The documentary has elic-
ited a lot of memories and 
emotions.” – Jack Romo, who 
was in the the 25th Medical 
Battalion in Vietnam in 1966 
and 1967.



Marc Meltzer didn’t 
expect to become one 
of the leading mar-

tial arts trainers in the Greater 
Boston area. He also didn’t 
expect to become an observant 
Jew. But as a child growing up 
in Bangor, Maine, he felt a pull 
toward spirituality while attend-
ing a Jewish day school. As a 
teen though, he entered public 
school and that’s when he real-
ized that he had to learn how to 

defend himself. 
“There was absolutely direct 

anti-Semitism in the school, and 
the kids had no qualms about 
it,” he said. “Sometimes I would 
wear a yarmulke to school, and 
I started to get beat up – in the 
lunch line, in the bus line. There 
were times I got into four or 
five fistfights a day. I remember 
blood on my face.” 

When he was 11, Meltzer 
attended an overnight camp and 

enrolled in a martial arts pro-
gram. “That’s when my world 
got a thousand times better,” he 
said, recalling his karate class-
es. “I learned a special secret 
technique: it was the idea that 
little guys could beat up bigger 
guys. Eventually I got my second 
degree black belt in tae kwon 
do.”

When he returned to Bangor, 
word got out that Meltzer could 
defend himself. By the time high 

school rolled around, the high 
school football team was crowd-
ing into his basement, where he 
taught players karate and kung 
fu.

At 17, his family moved to 
Marblehead and he enrolled in 
a tae kwon do class where he 
learned the Korean martial art 
of jumping and spinning kicks. 
After attending Northeastern, he 
dove headfirst into Muay Thai, a 
form of kickboxing that is con-
sidered the national sport of 
Thailand. After about six bouts, 
he decided that coaching mar-
tial arts would be a better fit. 

More than 20 years ago, he 
also found himself immersed 
in Jewish studies in Brighton, 
learning in a Talmud chavrusa. 
He noticed that Judaism and 
mixed martial arts had many 
similarities, such as commit-
ment, structure, and dedication 
toward personal growth.   

“It’s a spiritual calling, 
Judaism and combat sports,” 
said Meltzer, who is now 47. “I’m 
a lot better at training than I was 
as a practitioner.”

His Marblehead house is dot-
ted with photos of his wife Amy, 
and their children Yosef, Rachel, 
and Shoshana. Walk past his liv-
ing room, and you’ll find a book-
case of Jewish texts lined with 
tomes of the Talmud and the 
Torah. There’s also a shtender, 
or small upright desk, where 
he places his siddur and prays 
every day. 

Dozens of students find sol-
ace working out in his basement, 
where Meltzer teaches them the 

mechanics of Muay Thai and 
Dutch kickboxing. The men 
and women come from all over 
the state to train with Meltzer, 
who believes the practice, like 
Judaism, provides proper bal-
ance in life.

“You need a spiritual path 
and a physical path to be a bal-
anced person,” said Meltzer, 
who has coached world cham-
pion amateur Muay Thai fight-
ers John Wright, John Forrestal, 
and Jeremy Bourgeois. “If you 
have one without the other, then 
you’re out of balance and you 
feel it in your life, and it comes 
out in how you’re treated and 
how you treat others.”

– Steven A. Rosenberg
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An evening of Jewish Storytel l ing 
Everyone has a Jewish story to read or tell, and we’d like to hear yours. 

Please join us, as we share short stories and poetry that reflect our diverse Jewish narratives. 
By sharing our stories about Jewish identity and experiences, we join together on a collective journey and discovery. 

Tuesday, October 17 at 7:30 p.m.

Free and open to the public
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The Tao of Meltzer

Pedro Gonzalez celebrates a Muay Thai victory while his trainer, Marc Meltzer (second from right), looks on.

Marc Meltzer and CJ Breen spar.



As we all have witnessed over the past decade, 
the real estate industry is very cyclical. What goes 
up, at some point will go down, and vice-versa.  
A downturn can motivate some experienced inves-
tors to take advantage of a golden opportunity and 

acquire property at a good price, with hopes of making a profit in the 
future. The potential for income and tax savings can also make  
investment property attractive.

Whether it’s commercial property, a primary residence, a second 
home or a rental, if you are thinking of investing in real estate, it’s 
important to get professional advice before you buy.

Working with a REALTOR who specializes in investment proper-
ties can simplify the process tremendously. Your REALTOR knows 
all the issues that are involved and can go over your investment goals 
with you to help you select a property that best meets your needs. Your 
REALTOR can’t predict how much a particular property will appreciate, 
but can show you the direction in your market area.

EXPERIENCE Is THE DIFFERENCE.
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS on all aspects  

of buying or selling real estate at 781-367-8150

Phyllis levin
on Real estate

INVEsTING IN REAL EsTATE

 www.phyllislevin.com phyllislevin@comcast.net (781) 367-8150
 website email cell

Phyllis Levin
CRS    GRI    CBR
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An evening with Yehuda Yaakov, 
Consul General of Israel to New England

RSVP to editor@jewishjournal.org    |    Free and open to the public    |    Refreshments will be served 

Yehuda Yaakov has been the Consul General of Israel to  
New England since February 2014. He has focused on 
strengthening values-driven partnerships between Israel  
and New England in the areas of business, academia and  
social justice.  

Sponsored by: 

JEWISH JOURNAL 
Congregation
Shirat Hayam

Congregation Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Avenue,  Swampscott  

Thursday, November 2 at 7:30 p.m. 
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If there is a Super Bowl of 
all things Sukkot in New 
England, it occurs on the 

Sunday before the holiday 
begins at the Israel Book Shop 
in Brookline. On these days, 
people converge from all over 
the region. One by one they 
trudge downstairs into the 
basement of the book store –
some with beards, large black 
yarmulkes and tzitzit, and oth-
ers bare headed. Most are in 
search of a lulav and etrog – a 
palm tree frond and a shiny yel-
low citron that are held together 
and waved seven times after 
reciting blessings in a sukkah.

Amid the chaos in the base-
ment, where men and women 
lined up to carefully inspect the 
lulavs and etrogs, Edith Dovek, 

the store’s owner and manager, 
tried to satisfy everyone’s spe-
cific request. She sat at a small 
table greeting people, alternate-
ly jumping up and disappearing 
to get a lulav or an etrog.

“How are you?” a woman 
asked Dovek.

“Surviving,” she replied. 
In a long narrow bunker, 

adjacent to the main basement 
room, a cadre of eight young 
Israeli men sat near a buzz-
ing dehumidifier at long picnic 
tables and formed an assembly 
team to put together the lulavs, 
which each require a palm 
frond, a V-shaped lulav-leaf 
holder (known in Yiddish as a 
koishekl), three myrtle branch-
es and two slender willows. 

As they were in the middle 

of fashioning 500 lulavs, Dovek 
entered the room, and called 
out another special order. “I 
need six lulavim that are bound 
and I need a roll of string,” she 
said. 

Back in the main room, 
David Nathan, of Swampscott, 
was examining etrogs with his 
wife Hela, and his triplet two-
year-old girls, Shira, Adina and 
Emunah. Nathan, who eats all 
of his meals in the sukkah and 
spends as much time in the hut 
as he can during the holiday, 
said Sukkot is one of his favorite 
times of the year. “There’s com-
munity, spirituality and family,” 
he said. “It’s different from the 
rest of the year. It’s an amazing 
holiday.”

– Steven A. Rosenberg

Sukkot central

Photo by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
David Nathan, of Swampscott, shows an etrog to his triplets at the Israel Book Shop in Brookline.



Gil Preuss, outgoing Executive Vice President, Barry Shrage, President,  
Neil A. Wallack, Chair, Board of Directors

Award Winners (L to R): Diane J. Exter, Lisa F. 
Wallack, Abby M. Goldenthal, Adam Caplan 
Eisenberg, Dara Wolkoff, Rabbi Elaine S. Zecher

The Jewish community gathered at Temple Beth Shalom 

in Wellesley on Wednesday, September 6, for CJP’s annual 

From Strength to Strength celebration. We honored our 

volunteer Superstars and the recipients of our Circle of 

Excellence, Rabbinic, and CJP Staff Core Value Awards.  

We also said farewell to Executive Vice President Gil 

Preuss who has just become the CEO of the Jewish 

Federation of Greater Washington (D.C.). Through the 

combined efforts of hundreds of volunteers and thousands 

of donors, we are projected to raise $56 mill ion for our 

2017 Annual Campaign to help build a community of 

meaning and purpose, today and for generations to come.

CE LE B R ATI N G  O U R  S TR E N GTH

2017-2018 CJP BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Neil A. Wallack, Chair
Cynthia R. Janower, First 
Vice Chair and Secretary
Howard Rubin, Treasurer

Geraldine Acuña-Sunshine
Susan B. Ain
Harvey Beker
Amy S. Berylson
Darren Black**
Michelle R. Black
Bradley M. Bloom*
Michael J. Bohnen*

Rachel Chafetz
Amanda Clayman
Marsha R. Cohen
Alan Crane
Diane J. Exter
Daniel Farb
David J. Fine
Lawrence J. Goodman
Shira Goodman
Jill I. Hai
Elizabeth Jick
Douglass E. Karp
Judith A. Kaye

Amy B. Klein
Daniel A. Kraft
Steven D. Krichmar
Emily Leventhal
Eitan Milgram
Michael J. Mufson
Charles L. Myers
Dale S. Okonow
Marjorie Patkin
Sari Anne Rapkin*
Dena Boronkay Rashes
Shepard M. Remis
Aviva E. Sapers

Steven G. Segal
Edward Shapiro
Sharon Shapiro
Paula L. Sidman
Robert J. Small
Laurene M. Sperling
Adam L. Suttin
Judith T. Sydney**
Zachary Wainwright**
Lisa F. Wallack**

*Emeritus Director
**By Invitation 

Geraldine Acuña-Sunshine
Darren Black
Chairs, 2017 Annual 
Campaign

Darren Black
Lisa F. Wallack
Chairs, 2018 Annual 
Campaign

CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE 
Growth – Diane J. Exter
Leadership –  
Lisa F. Wallack
Commitment –  
Abby M. Goldenthal

YOUNG LEADERSHIP 
AWARD
Adam Caplan Eisenberg
Dara Wolkoff

RABBINIC AWARD
Rabbi Elaine S. Zecher

CJP SUPERSTARS
Beth Backer
Matt Bonney-Cohen
Myrna Freedman
Robin Gross
Lori Leif
James Nahirny
Andrew Norden
Pamela Norden
Philip R. Rosenblatt
Anne Selby
Jill Smilow
Gilbert Winn
Candice Wolk

CJP STAFF CORE  
VALUE AWARDS
Sarah Abramson

Paula Barta, Barnett 
Helzberg, Marc Paraison

Sara Eisenberg

Judith Forman, Chelsea 
Friedman, Rachel Neckes

Abby M. Goldenthal

Cindy Goodman

Tricia Grueter

Carmen Guerra

Eric Niemi

Molly Paul

Harris Rollinger

CJP SENIOR  
MANAGEMENT TEAM
Barry Shrage
President

Judy Shapiro
Chief Operating Officer

Elisa Deener-Agus 
Associate Vice President 
Interim Head of Planning

Amy Mitman  
Vice President, Interim 
Head of Development

Julie Somers 
Vice President  
Marketing

David Strong  
Senior Vice President & 
Chief Financial Officer

Heidi Werther  
Vice President  
Human Resources

Annual Campaign Chairs: Lisa F. Wallack (2018), 
Darren Black (2017 and 2018),  
Geraldine Acuña-Sunshine (2017)
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Celebrating 35 years

OCTOBER 19, 2017
Recital Hall, Central Campus, Salem State University

7:00 pm

“THE HOLOCAUST BY BULLETS”
A Free Public Lecture by Patrice Bensimon,  
Director of Research at the Yahad In Unum Center, 
Paris.

Yahad In Unum is the outgrowth of Father Patrick 
Desbois’ groundbreaking project to collect and 
archive the testimonies of thousands of witnesses 
to the Nazi execution of Ukrainian Jews during 
WWII. Over 14 years, the organization’s work expanded to other eastern 
European countries, leading to the discovery of over 2,000 mass graves. 
Mr. Bensimon will discuss his experience gathering forensic evidence 
alongside Father Desbois.

For complimentary tickets, please visit www.salemstateholocaustbybullets.
eventbrite.com or call the Center at 978-542-2314.

When you consider 
assisted living for
today, it’s also
important to think
about tomorrow.

Tour our campuses -
we offer assisted living 
and so much more. 
Imagine the possibilities!

See what sets
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare

apart.

201 Captains Row, Chelsea
 617.887.0826

240 Lynnfield Street, Peabody
978.532.4411

www.chelseajewish.org
SIMON & SONS

679 Highland Avenue • Needham, MA • 781-559-3212
simonandsons.com

BAR MITZVAH 
HEADQUARTERS

Boys Clothing For All Occasions!
MICHAEL KORS • HICKEY FREEMAN • DKNY • TALLIA • LAUREN • JOHNNIE-O 

SIZES 8-22 REGULAR & HUSKY  
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By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

Singer/songwriter Neshama 
Carlebach, a passionate advo-
cate for inclusion in synagogue, 
will headline Congregation 
Shirat Hayam’s Shir Lanu (“One 
Song-Every Voice”) Inclusion 
Initiative Celebration October 
27 and 28. 

“When you’re accepting peo-
ple who are different than you, 
it means that you have accep-
tance and love in your heart. 
Period. And if you don’t have 
love and acceptance in your 
heart, that’s not a place to pray,” 
the six-time entrant in the 2011 
Grammy Awards said by phone 
last week from her New York 
City apartment. 

One of Shirat Hayam’s stat-
ed missions is to support and 
provide opportunities for fami-
lies and individuals with spe-
cial needs as well as the LGBTQ 
community, interfaith families, 
elders and everyone who seeks 
a genuinely respectful, compas-
sionate and responsive syna-
gogue experience.

“I believe that hands down, 
this is one of the most impor-
tant missions in the Jewish 
world right now. Every single 
synagogue should have this 
mission attached to their syna-
gogue statement,” Carlebach 
said. 

Last May, the synagogue 
received a selective Ruderman 
Synagogue Inclusion Project 
(RSIP) grant to further its inclu-
sion work. The Ruderman 
Family Foundation is a Boston-
based philanthropic entity that 
advocates for and advances the 
inclusion of people with dis-
abilities throughout society. 

Michele Tamaren and 
Amanda Clayman co-chair 
Shirat Hayam’s Shir Lanu inclu-
sion committee and attended 
the gathering for the cohort of 
new 2017 RSIP affiliates. There 
they met Neshama Carlebach, 
who performed for the group.

“We were deeply moved by 
her soulful ability to lift hun-
dreds of us in that room,” 
Tamaren said. She and Clayman 
stayed and connected with her 
after the concert. When the Shir 
Lanu committee started plan-
ning the October inclusion 
event, Tamaren and Clayman 
invited Carlebach to be the 

weekend’s artist-in-residence 
and to perform a community 
concert Saturday night with her 
gospel band, The Glory to God. 

Neshama Carlebach is the 
daughter of renowned Rabbi 
Shlomo Carlebach, the folksy, 
guitar-playing Orthodox rabbi 
who created hundreds of uplift-
ing melodies, including many 
that are part of Shabbat ser-
vices in synagogues all over the 
world. She sang with her father 
until his death in 1994, when 
she launched her own profes-
sional career.

She has sold more than one 
million records, performed and 
taught in cities worldwide, and 
co-authored the Broadway play, 
“Soul Doctor,” based on her 
father’s life. In 2016, she was 
inducted into the Brooklyn Hall 
of Fame, where she received 
a Certificate of Congressional 
Recognition for her work.

Carlebach credits her father 
for instilling in her the desire 
to bring inclusivity, love and 

Neshama Carlebach headlines 
Swampscott inclusion celebration

Neshama Carlebach will headline Swampscott’s Shirat Hayam’s Shir 
Lanu Inclusion Initiative Celebration on October 27 and 28.

continued on page 19

“I believe that hands 
down, [inclusion] is one 
of the most important 
missions in the Jewish 

world right now.” 
– Neshama Carlebach



By Jonathan  
S. Tobin
JNS.ORG

The good news 
is that it turns 
out Interpol 

isn’t the inter-
national police 
agency that mov-
ies and television 
shows have led us 
to believe. The bad 
news is that the international 
community just gave the Good 
Housekeeping seal of approval 
to those who traffic in terrorism.

The story con-
cerns the latest 
diplomatic success 
of the Palestinian 
Authority (PA). As 
with previous deci-
sions of the General 
Assembly of the 
United Nations and 
other agencies of 
the world body, the 
PA gained admit-
tance to Interpol by 

an overwhelming vote of mem-
ber nations.

Though it does autonomous-
ly govern most of the West Bank, 

the Fatah party-run PA doesn’t 
exercise sovereign control over 
any territory, something that 
can’t be said of its Hamas ter-
rorist rivals who run what is, 
for all intents and purposes, an 
independent Palestinian state 
in Gaza. But the international 
community has nevertheless 
embraced every opportunity to 
grant recognition to Palestinian 
Arab aspirations without first 
forcing them to conclude a 
peace with Israel that could 
resolve the dispute by the two 
peoples over one small land.

But this sounds scarier since 
most of us assume Interpol is 
an international police force 
with power to make arrests and 
act with impunity around the 
globe.

Yet it turns out the depic-
tion of Interpol in pop culture 
is misleading. Interpol has no 
agents and arrests no one. It 
is merely a coordinating group 
that functions as an adminis-
tration liaison between police 
departments. It does help fight 
international crime by making 
the large database it maintains 
available to law enforcement 
agencies. But that’s about the 
extent of it.

One thing members of 
Interpol can do is to issue so-
called “red notices” about out-
standing criminals though they 
are not international arrest war-
rants. That raises the possibil-
ity that the PA might copy the 
practice of leftist foes of Israel 
in various countries who seek 
to indict Israeli officials on 
bogus allegations of war crimes 
by issuing such notices. The 
US has already said they won’t 
recognize any from the PA. Yet 
since the PA is dependent on 
cooperation with Israeli security 
agencies to defend their leaders 
like President Mahmoud Abbas 
against threats from Hamas and 
more radical opponents, that 
would be a risky strategy. If the 
PA does use the tactic, it would 
probably be directed against 
Palestinian political foes rather 
than Israelis. 
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JOURNALISM DOES MATTER

Donate to the Jewish Journal on our homepage 
at jewishjournal.org. 

Subscribe to the Jewish Journal and 
receive your community newspaperby mail. It’s FREE! 

Email subscriptions@jewishjournal.org.

Join the Jewish Journal’s mailing list and 
view the paper online. Never miss an issue.  
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editor@jewishjournal.org, subject “Letters.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Thank you for Tspora Roth’s 
story on the “The Mysterious 
Bathtub Carp” that appeared on 
the front page of the September 
21 Jewish Journal. 

Growing up on the ocean in 
the small Jewish community 
of Winthrop, I too experienced 
the bathtub fish. My paternal 
grandmother also brought in 
live fish. Until this article, I had 
fully forgotten about it. It was a 
bathroom aquarium!  

Henry Basch
Peabody 

Bathtub carp essay 
rekindles memories

The Journal’s “Malden stu-
dents, teachers honor Shoah 
victims at memorial,” which 
ran on September 21 and was 
written by Penny Schwartz, 
nurtures my faith in humanity. 
That students initiated this cer-
emonial project and were given 
full support from educators and 
diverse community members is 
another reminder of why the 
youth of today are worthy of all 
of our love and concern. The 

photos, in particular, reassure 
me of this. The pictures were 
not posed “photo opportuni-
ties.” They depict people of all 
ages and different heritages 
coming together to honor even 
more than the fully worthy peo-
ple who suffer from the Shoah. 
They honor the human capac-
ity to care about each other as 
members of a collective family. 

Dick Freeman
Newton

Malden’s students who visited the  
Holocaust Memorial should be applauded

I love what you’ve been doing 
with the Journal. I read last 
week’s Rosh Hashanah insert 
and passed it on to the pastor 
at First Church so he could read 
all of the mini-sermons of the 
area rabbis. They were all very 
thought-provoking and inspi-
rational.

Patty Clark
Director of Music Ministries
First Church in Swampscott

Rosh Hashanah edition 
resonates with reader

Interpol and the Palestinians:  
Where’s a cop when you need one?

We are Americans. Many of us believe we 
can do anything. 

But somehow, Americans have not 
been able to convince members of Congress to 
implement gun reform. Sunday night’s massacre 
in Las Vegas, where a lone gunman barricaded 
himself in a hotel room with dozens of firearms 
– including high-powered rifles capable of simu-
lating rapid automatic gunfire – is the 273rd mass 
shooting in 2017, according to the nonprofit Gun 
Violence Archive. This massacre, which claimed 
58 souls, wounded over 500 – and forever 
changed the lives of thousands of their loved 
ones – is the latest reminder that mass shootings 
are largely the work of home-grown Americans, 
and not organized foreign-based terrorists. 

Mass shootings are a reflection of our culture, 
and society. These acts, by deeply troubled indi-
viduals, should spur lawmakers to take their jobs 
of protecting fellow Americans more seriously. 

Five years ago, Americans were horrified when 
a young man burst into an elementary school 
in Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, 
Connecticut and sprayed bullets into classrooms, 
killing 20 students and six teachers. At the time, 
President Obama promised gun reform, but since 
then over 100 bills have come before Congress, 

and each one has been rejected. And, just 
months after House Majority Whip Steve Scalise 
was shot and nearly killed at a GOP baseball 
practice over the summer, he remains strongly 
opposed to gun control. On his website, Scalise 
has posted that he’s earned an A-plus rating from 
the National Rifle Association. And President 
Trump, who praised Obama’s call for gun reform 
after Newtown, has walked backed his comments 
for stricter control over the years. According 
to opensecrets.org, Trump received $30 mil-
lion in donations from the NRA during the 2016 
presidential campaign. The NRA was pleased last 
February, when Trump signed a bill that rolled 
back an Obama regulation that had made it more 
difficult for people with mental illnesses to pur-
chase a gun. 

The second amendment of the Constitution 
allows for “people to keep and bear arms.” These 
days, no one is calling for an end for Americans 
to own a gun. But these shootings are all too 
commonplace. We need to start a conversation 
about our society, and saving lives. We need to 
listen to one another, and we need Congress to 
grasp that American lives are more important 
than the gun lobby, and receiving campaign 
donations.

Congress must act on gun reform

continued on page 7
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By Stephen M. Flatow
JNS.ORG

Public figures occasionally mis-
speak. That is, they say something 
that is clearly untrue, not because 

they are intentionally lying but because 
they innocently stumbled in their articu-
lation of some thought.

A famous example occurred during 
the 2008 presidential campaign, when 
Democratic nominee Barack Obama was 
interviewed by George Stephanopoulos 
on the ABC-TV news program “This 
Week.” At one point, Obama used the 
phrase “my Muslim faith.”

Now, Obama obviously did not intend 
to say that. He had already said many 
times that he is a Christian, in response 
to various conspiracy theorists who were 
claiming he was a secret Muslim. He 
meant to say, “my Christian faith,” but he 
stumbled. Stephanopoulos happened to 
be a very sympathetic interviewer, and 
he kindly jumped in right away and cor-
rected the nominee. “My Christian faith,” 
Stephanopoulos interjected, at which 
point Obama realized his error and cor-
rected it.

The Israeli journalist who interviewed 
US Ambassador to Israel David Friedman 
last week, however, was not so kind. 
Friedman was discussing Israeli settle-
ments in the territories with a report-
er from the Israeli news outlet Walla. 
Friedman shifted back and forth between 

referring to “the settlements” and refer-
ring to “Israel.” At one point, after having 
just used the term “Israel,” he remarked, 
“I mean, they’re only occupying 2 percent 
of the West Bank.”

It was obvious Friedman was referring 
to the fact that the amount of land on 
which Jewish homes and buildings sit in 
the territories is barely 2 percent of all of 
Judea and Samaria. That’s an indisput-
able fact.

Any fair-minded person knows that’s 
what he meant. But Friedman’s oppo-
nents are not fair-minded people. They 
are people with an agenda. They believe 
passionately that all the Jews living in 
Judea and Samaria should be kicked out, 
as soon as possible, and replaced with a 
sovereign Palestinian Arab state.

To advance that agenda, the 
Palestinians and their supporters try to 
demonize the Jewish residents of the ter-
ritories. They want the world to believe 
that Jewish settlers are evil, racist, aggres-
sive, colonialists. Perpetuating that image 
helps whip up support for the idea of 
expelling all the Jews.

Admitting the settlements take up 
only a very small amount of land under-
mines the Palestinian state agenda. 
It defuses the claims about “evil set-
tlers.” It also reminds everyone that 
the Palestinian Authority (PA) is deeply 
intolerant and bigoted; the PA cannot 
stand the thought of Jewish neighbors, 
even though they live in such a tiny por-

tion of the territories.
That’s why the critics of Israel went 

ballistic over Friedman’s statement. They 
know what he really meant. But they 
don’t want word getting out about that. 
So, they decided to pretend they didn’t 
know what he was saying. They went 
crazy, in the hope of making him look 
crazy.

The Forward, choosing to argue with 
Friedman rather than just report the 
story, headlined its article, “American 
Ambassador Falsely Claims Israel 
Occupies Only 2% Of West Bank.” The 
article said flatly, “Friedman’s assertion 
is incorrect,” without explaining what 
Friedman meant.

Meanwhile, J Street rushed to issue 
an agonized press release, expressing its 
“deep concern” about Friedman’s state-
ment. “The West Bank remains entirely 
under occupation,” J Street huffed, which 
is of course patently false.

The J Streeters like to pretend that 
Israel still controls all of Judea and 
Samaria. They don’t want the public to be 
reminded that there is such a thing as a 
PA, and that it rules over about 40 percent 
of Judea and Samaria, including the cities 
where 98 percent of the Palestinian Arabs 
live. Bringing that up would undermine 
the Palestinian statehood crusade.

The 2 percent figure that Friedman 
obviously had in mind is no secret. Just 
last year, Jewish Agency spokesman Avi 
Mayer tweeted, “Jewish communities in 

the West Bank take up under 2% of the 
land; that is, over 98% of the West Bank 
contains no Jewish residents at all.”

But you don’t have to believe the 
Jewish Agency. B’Tselem, the extreme 
left-wing Israeli group, reports on its 
website that “the built-up areas of the 
settlements constitute only 1.7% of the 
land in the West Bank.” And Human 
Rights Watch, certainly no fan of Israel 
or settlements, reported last year that 
“the built-up area of residential settle-
ments covers 6,000 hectares” – which is 
to say, 1.1 percent of the land in Judea 
and Samaria.

Individual settlements do control 
some additional land, aside from the 
areas on which they have built. And the 
Israeli government also controls some 
uninhabited land there. Nonetheless, the 
2 percent figure is powerful and rel-
evant. It’s an important reminder that 
the settlements are not the obstacle to 
peace, and that the critics of the settle-
ments engage in wild exaggerations and 
demonization for political purposes. 
They proved that again this week with 
their absurdly unfair and disingenuous 
response to Friedman.

Stephen M. Flatow, a vice president of 
the Religious Zionists of America, is an 
attorney in New Jersey and the father of 
Alisa Flatow, who was murdered in an 
Iranian-sponsored Palestinian terrorist 
attack in 1995.

What Ambassador David Friedman meant – and why his critics lied about it

By Stefan Boroda

After shopping for the last 
of our Sukkot supplies, 
my wife and I got on the 

#24 bus in Hadar this morning. 
In typical fashion, everyone cuts 
the line and I’m last to get on. 
As I swipe my bus pass, I ask 
the driver to confirm that the 
bus is heading to Horev. He tells 
me it is.

Then he looks at me, and says 
something in Hebrew I can’t 
understand. I stare back at him. 
Then he says something else. 
Something about a cell phone. 
Something that happened a few 
months ago. And then it hits me: 
The day after we landed in Israel 
– a little over two months ago – 
we lost my wife’s cell phone on 
the #24 bus in Haifa. “I remem-
ber you. You’re in the picture 
on the phone! You wear a big 
kippah!”

And then he scolds me: “Why 
didn’t you call? We didn’t know 
who you were.” In my broken 
Hebrew, I try to tell him we 
did call, but Egged told us they 
didn’t have the phone and not 
to hold out hope of it coming 
back.

He tells me to call Egged 
– right now! – and ask for the 
lost and found. I call and try to 

explain the situation, and the 
guy on the other end of the line 
yells at me and hangs up.

The driver says, “Do they still 
have it?”

“I don’t know. He hung up.”
So he gives me another num-

ber. “This is Yaakov’s cell phone, 
he’s at the lost and found. Call 
him and tell him Nissim gave 
you the number.”

So I call, and Yaakov picks up. 
I tell him Nissim gave me his 
number. “Nissim who?”

“Nissim the driver.”

“Give me to him.”
So I put Yaakov on speaker, 

and Nissim explains to Yaakov 
why we’re calling. Of course, 
I can’t understand anything. 
Except for the end of the con-
versation, where Nissim says, 
“I’ll tell him. But he speaks 
English. His Hebrew isn’t good.”

And then Nissim gives 
me directions: Go to the Hof 
HaCarmel station, walk 20 
meters to the left, find the lost 
and found, and ask for Yaakov. 
But get there before 2:30, 

because that’s when Yaakov 
leaves.

So then I get off the bus, 
thank Nissim, take the next one 
to Hof HaCarmel, and I find the 
lost and found. I walk in, and 
they invite me to join them for 
Mincha. I join. At some point, 
I realize I’m standing next to 
four tall stacks of black fedoras 
that people have left on various 
Haifa buses.

Afterward, I talk to Yaakov, 
who hands me off to an English-
speaking employee. He asks me 

what month we lost the phone. 
“July,” I answer. Then he pulls 
out the July bag of cell phones. 
We find the right one and plug 
it in.

While we’re waiting for the 
phone to charge, another driv-
er walks in with a large hik-
ing backpack. They get a phone 
number off of it, and they say to 
me, “You speak English. Call this 
woman while you’re waiting.”

So I call, and I talk to the 
woman, who lives in Jerusalem 
and can’t make it to the Haifa 
bus station. So we arrange 
for her to pick it up at the 
Jerusalem bus station tomor-
row afternoon, complete with 
her getting the driver’s cell 
phone number.

After I hang up, my wife’s 
phone finishes booting. And 
there is my photo on the screen. 
So I show my ID, give him my 
contact information, sign the 
form, and the English-speaking 
employee gives me the phone.

He looks at me and says, “I 
don’t believe it.”

“Neither do I!” I reply as I 
walk out the door. “Happy holi-
day!”

Stefan Boroda, formerly of 
Swampscott, moved to Israel 
with his family in July. 

An Egged bus driver, a lost phone and a pre-Sukkot miracle

‘The day after we landed in Israel we lost my wife’s cell phone on the #24 bus in Haifa.’ 

Seen in that light, the Interpol 
vote can be viewed as just 
another meaningless gesture 
that does nothing to advance 
peace or Palestinian aspirations 
for actual statehood.

But the decision is not entire-
ly harmless.

The same PA that just joined 
Interpol actually funds terror-
ism. The PA pays salaries and 
pensions to Palestinians who 
commit terrorism against 
Israelis and Americans with an 
ascending scale of compensa-
tion that rewards more serious 
crimes involving bloodshed. 

The PA’s education system and 
official media also incite hate 
and applaud acts of terror on 
a regular basis. Just this week, 
Abbas’s Fatah party lauded a 
deadly attack that resulted in 
the killing of an Israeli Border 
Police officer and two security 
guards, including one that was 
an Arab Israeli. The family of 
the slain terrorist can expect a 
generous pension from the PA.

Though some excuse this 
practice as a legitimate aspect 
of their political culture, it is 
one more indication that 
Palestinians are still stuck fight-
ing the same war on Zionism 
and the legitimacy of a Jewish 
state they’ve been fighting for 
a century. This illustrates the 

folly of any policy towards the 
Palestinians that does not start 
with an effort to impress upon 
them the necessity to accept 
that they’ve lost that war, some-
thing many peace advocates 
don’t understand. Until Israel 
makes it clear that its victory is 
conclusive and final, no peace 
plan, including a two-state solu-
tion, will be possible.

Unlike its predecessor, the 
Trump administration has made 
it clear it regards the PA’s attitude 
toward terror as an impediment 
to peace. Congress is on its way 
to passing the Taylor Force Act, 
named for an American veteran 
who was killed by a Palestinian 
terrorist, which would make 
future aid to the PA contingent 

on ending its incitement and 
terror funding. 

But with its Interpol vote, the 
world has once again sent the 
opposite message about terror 
and ending the conflict. A group 
that honors and pays terrorists 
rather than arresting them just 
joined the international law 
enforcement establishment. 
Israelis, Jews and Americans 
that are targeted for death by 
Palestinians are justified in 
wondering, where’s a cop when 
you need one?

Jonathan S. Tobin is opinion 
editor of JNS.org and a con-
tributing writer for National 
Review. Follow him on Twitter 
at: @jonathans_tobin.

Interpol and  
the Palestinians
from page 6

President Mahmoud Abbas, 
Palestinian Authority



300 Salem Street (Vinnin Square)
Swampscott, MA 01907 

saganrealtors.com
781-593-6111 | 781-631-6111

For more details and photos of these and many other properties, visit saganrealtors.com

SWAMPSCOTT...
Turnkey! Special 9 room contemporary home  

set on a lovely lot. Granite & SS kitchen, 2 family rooms,  
gleaming hardwood. New utilities.  

Pride of ownership throughout!  
$629,000

MARBLEHEAD...
Lovely 4 br, 1.5 ba colonial in great location.  

Front to back living room, FP family room,  
granite kitchen, HW, and lovely deck. Close to schools,  

library and minutes to beach.  
$565,000

SPECIAL
OFFERINGS
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By Tspora Roth

I never saw anyone in our 
family set foot in a syna-
gogue. But for that mat-

ter, I didn’t exactly observe my 
grandparents going to church, 
either. 

I went to church. It was 
mandatory. On certain school 
days at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help (or “Our Lady of Perpetual 
Motion,” as we schoolyard wags 
secretly called it), church atten-
dance was rigorously enforced. 
The nuns would clip paper doi-
lies to the tops of our heads with 
black plastic barrettes, and off 
we’d march, two by two with the 
other girls from other grades, 
heading into Mass for whatev-
er holy day of obligation was 
under observance. 

I enjoyed any opportunity 
to get out of the classroom, 
and found the echoing Latin-
chanted holiday services exotic; 
but I never questioned the pro-
cess. Daydreaming, I watched 
the altar boys swirl golden 
incense censers in great fra-
grant arcs, sending blue smoke 
signals drifting heavenwards, 
beyond the stained glass and 
painted clouds. It was better 
than math class, at any rate.

Thus, Yom Kippur was a com-
plete non sequitur for a Catholic 
schoolgirl. I didn’t know what it 
actually was, much less com-
prehend any deeper meaning. 
It seemed like a serious abstrac-
tion. I knew it wasn’t a fun holi-
day. I asked my mom about it, 
once or twice. “It’s like Good 
Friday,” she’d say, tight-lipped, 
and quickly change the sub-
ject. I understood not to ask too 
many questions. 

So I don’t know for sure how 

Yom Kippur itself was observed 
(or not) in my grandparents’ 
home, that Victorian museum of 
a house ruled by strict European 
traditions and the dark shadows 
of untold secrets.

I do know about an impor-
tant annual culinary event, 
pre-and post-Yom Kippur, 
which held vast significance in 
our extended family circle. As 
with so many landmark food 
occasions, our stoic, Yiddish-
muttering housemaid Dora was 
the center of the action, her tiny 
bird-like frame flitting about my 
grandmother’s yellow and white 
kitchen, her wrinkled hands 
expertly wielding magic that 
only she could manifest.

“It’s the kugel of your 
dreams!” my grandmother 
would whisper, as Dora would 
commence the artful process 
of making lokshen noodles 
by hand. Looking back, I now 
understand that this process 
took place the day before Yom 

Kippur. Dora and my grand-
mother would spend the entire 
day sweating in the kitchen, 
orchestrating an ornate milchik 
feast. Dish after dish was pre-
prepared, and then wrapped in 
impenetrable layers of crinkling 
aluminium foil, until the big old 
rattling Philco fridge was full of 
heavy silver bricks, all crammed 
in sideways. 

Dora’s kugel commanded 
the biggest of the prized Pyrex 
baking dishes. The basic build-
ing block was fresh lokshen (in 
itself, a prized delicacy). Starting 
with freshly beaten eggs, a little 
melted butter, pinches of salt, 
and special soft flour cranked 
through an ancient hand-held 
sifter (which was my trusted 
job), Dora would pool the gold-
en liquid into the fluffy wheaten 
mountains, pull the dough by 
hand, and then roll it out ever-
so-thinly onto a flour-dusted 
marble board with her rolling 
pin. Her old strop-sharpened 

knife would snip-snap long dia-
mond-edged rhombus ribbons 
of noodles out of the flattened 
dough, which she’d drop strand 
by strand into gently bubbling 
boiling salty water in the big 
tin pot.

On most other occasions, at 
different times of year, the lok-
shen noodles would be served 
simple and fresh, al dente even; 
in chicken soup, or tossed with 
creamery butter and poppy 
seeds, or (best of all), topped 
with a selection of wild mush-
rooms (painstakingly gathered 
by Dora from who-knows-where 
in the nearby woods) braised in 
sour cream and garlic, with a 
light dusting of finely chopped 
parsley, drifting like fresh-tast-
ing green snow over the top 
of the mushroom mountains. 
Lokshen was always a treat. I 
never once saw Dora open a 
packet of plastic-wrapped dry 
noodles from the supermarket. 
I don’t think it was in her old-
country culinary vocabulary.

But on the day before the 
strange holiday that nobody 
liked to talk about, the kugel of 
our dreams would slowly take 
form. Like an obscure middle-
European lasagne, Dora would 
deftly layer rivers of melted 
butter, and her fresh lokshen 
laid lengthwise; alternated 
with plump wine-soaked rai-
sins spiced with cinnamon and 
nutmeg, frothy beaten eggs, 
sour cream, dollops of honey, 
and quark or thin-curd cottage 
cheese that came from the old-
world deli wrapped in soggy 
white paper, tied with string. 

Sometimes, in a nod to the 
New World, Dora would wink 
at me and stream some maple 
syrup (out of a brown ceramic 

jug) between the many layers. 
Into the sizzling oven it would 
slide, accompanied by many 
other dishes, rising loaves of 
challah, and sweet cakes.

And then, we wouldn’t eat 
it. We only ever had cold left-
overs for lunch on those days of 
feverish preparation. The dream 
kugel would cool on the coun-
ter-top, shrouded in foil like 
everything else from the kitchen 
that day, and find its way into 
the Philco. My mother would 
take me home in the afternoon, 
and my part in the ritual would 
be done.

I’m guessing my grandpar-
ents fasted, that evening and 
the next day. Perhaps my par-
ents did, but it wasn’t a topic 
open for discussion. For me, 
it was always just an ordinary 
school day, with homework and 
peanut butter sandwiches and 
kickball at recess. 

But after sunset fell, that fol-
lowing day, the whole extended 
clan would re-converge from 
many directions, stomachs 
audibly rumbling, around my 
grandparents’ lace-laid table for 
the strange evening break-fast 
meal. Dora would busy herself 
in the kitchen. 

With the polished silverware 
gleaming by candlelight, the 
wine would be poured, toasts 
made, and then in would march 
tiny Dora, all 4-foot something 
of her standing proud in her 
best starched apron, beaming as 
she bore the lovingly rewarmed 
kugel of all our dreams to the 
bosom of the family.

Tspora Roth is a writer  
who knows how to cook.  
Email her at cornmother@ 
outlook.com.

The Personal Essay
The kugel of your dreams



Camp Young Judaea, a co-ed 
Jewish overnight camp, found-
ed in 1939, serves children ages 
8-15 (completing grades 2-9). 
Located on 168 scenic wood-
ed acres on the shores of Lake 
Baboosic, our waterfront fea-
tures two power boats, canoes, 
kayaks, sailboats, paddle 
boards, and row boats. 

Natural beauty abounds with 
hiking trails, plenty of green 
space and places to play and 
relax! Camp facilities include 
eight tennis courts, several 
playing fields, basketball and 
volleyball courts, archery and 
rifle ranges, broadcasting/
video studios, outdoor adven-
ture course, a large modern 
dining room, sturdy wooden 
cabins, including brand new 
bunks in our girls’ area, and 
several other spacious indoor 
facilities, including a gym/the-
ater, arts and crafts studio, and 
rec hall. 

Shabbat services are held 
in a beautiful grove, sheltered 
by towering pine trees. Music, 
dance, drama, athletics and 
Judaica are integral parts of our 
program.

For more information, visit 
our website, www.cyj.org,  or 
call us at 781-237-9410.

In small classes led by 
dynamic and caring teachers, 
students at St. John’s Prep go 
for the deeper understand-
ing —  of themselves and the 
world. 

Every experience and every 
interaction, in the classroom 
and beyond, is an opportunity 
for boys in grades 6 through 12 
to grow and discover all they 
are capable of being and doing. 

The practice of wellness 
infuses all aspects of school 
life because St. John’s believes 
that wellness engages the 
mind, strengthens the body, 
and energizes the spirit. You 
see it in courses from ethics 
and neuroscience to robotics and playwriting, where students learn to innovate, collaborate, and 
think across disciplines. And you see it after school, when the campus is alive with opportunities 

for students to learn and lead. 
The five core values fundamental to the Prep experi-

ence — compassion, humility, simplicity, trust, and zeal 
— help every young man find the good within and carry 
it with him in every endeavor. 

Our new Wellness Center opened in September 2017 
with an eight-lane pool and four-court field house for 

athletics, recreational sports 
and fitness. 

Tuition assistance is avail-
able. St. John’s is an inclusive, 
Catholic, Xaverian Brothers 
Sponsored School. 

To learn more, families are 
invited to Admission Open 
House on Sunday, October 29. 
Register at www.stjohnsprep.
org/visit or call 978-624-1301.

THINKING
Grades 6 through 12

It’s what we’re all about.
Open House
Sunday, October 29
Register at www.stjohnsprep.org/visit or 978.624.1301

St. John’s Prep, 72 Spring Street, Danvers, MA 01923
A Catholic, Xaverian Brothers Sponsored School for young men in grades 6 through 12

Join us for s’mores & tours!
Prospective & new camp families Open House (rain or shine)

Please RSVP by October 12 to: 781-237-9410 or marni@campyoungjudaea.com
Located at 9 Camp Road, Amherst, in beautiful southern New Hampshire
Come learn about our amazing two-week, 3.5-week or 7-week programs!

Check us out at www.cyj.org

with CYJFall in Love
MUSICTOURS OF CAMP!CRAFTS ACTIVITIESDELICIOUS REFRESHMENTSPONY RIDES & GAMES

Open House!!!
Camp Young Judaea
Sunday, October 22 • 2 – 4 pm
Meet the directors & staff!

Join us for s’mores & tours!
Prospective & new camp families Open House (rain or shine)

Please RSVP by October 12 to: 781-237-9410 
or marni@campyoungjudaea.com

Located at 9 Camp Road, Amherst, in beautiful southern New Hampshire
Come learn about our amazing two-week, 3.5-week or 7-week programs!

Check us out at www.cyj.org

The Rashi School
Boston Area Reform Jewish K-8 Independent School
Dedham MA | 617-969-4444 | www.rashi.org

Head of School Coffee:
Tues. Oct. 24, 9:30 AM
Fri. Dec. 22, 9:30 AM

Information Sessions:
Sun. Nov. 19, 10:45 AM
Sun. Jan. 7, 10:30 AM

Explore
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Camp Young Judaea

As the world becomes 
increasingly interconnected, 
success depends on collabora-
tion, creativity, critical think-
ing, and problem solving. At 
The Rashi School, education is 
forward-thinking, keeping pace 
with innovations in research 
and practice on how children 
learn and 
e m p h a s i z -
ing the skills 
students will 
need to be 
s u c c e s s f u l 
in the world 
they are 
inheriting.

The school’s integrated cur-
riculum weaves Jewish Studies 
— including social justice, 
which is uniquely emphasized 
at Rashi — seamlessly into the 
secular curriculum. This inter-
disciplinary approach helps 
students discover connections 
between one subject and anoth-
er, between themselves and the 
community, and between their 
community and the world at 
large.

At Rashi, the Boston area’s 
Reform Jewish independent 
school, students in kindergar-
ten through grade 8 learn in 
an atmosphere infused with an 
appreciation for, and love of, a 
life informed by Jewish values. 
The school shares a 162-acre 
wooded campus with Hebrew 

SeniorLife’s 
Ne w B r i d g e 
community, 
e n r i c h i n g 
the student 
e x p e r i e n c e 
with mul-
t i g e n e r a -

tional friendships and perspec-
tives. Families from Boston, 
Brookline, Newton, Needham, 
Natick, Wellesley, and Weston 
make up a large portion of the 
school’s population.

The Rashi School graduates 
accomplished and engaged stu-
dents who have a strong sense 
of self and Jewish identity and 
who understand their obliga-
tion to make a difference in the 
world.

To learn more, visit rashi.org.

The Rashi School St. John’s Prep



Clark School, based in 
Rowley, Massachusetts, offers 
a stimulating learning envi-
ronment for children in grades 
Kindergarten through Grade 
12, through its strong academic 
curriculum, which emphasizes 
each student’s strengths and 
combines skill-based and peer-
based learning. Small classes 
allow for personal attention to 

every child, and students are 
encouraged to excel at their own 
pace in each subject area. Clark 
is an educational think-tank 
where students are challenged 
to develop their full academic 
and social potential. 

At Clark, we get to know our 
students as learners and as peo-
ple. We instill a love of learning 
and challenge them individu-
ally every day.  We teach char-
acter and core values intention-
ally, because we know students 
need more than the common 
core to be successful in life. We 
go beyond the typical curricu-
lum offering courses such as our 
innovative FutureLab, which 
exposes students to the latest 
maker tools as well as cutting 
edge technology. Courses in vir-
tual reality, video production, 
digital citizenship, and 3D print-
ing prepare students for suc-
cess in a rapidly evolving world.  
We also offer Project Based 
Learning in our lower school, 
learner-led, week-long intensive 
projects that allow students to 
decide what they want to study 
and how. Visit clarkschool.com, 
schedule a tour, or join us at 
our open house on November 
4 and discover everything Clark 
School has to offer! 

“Clark School encourages 
students to develop their talents 
fully, in and out of the classroom. 
The school emphasizes positive 
values, personal achievement, 
and meaningful participation in 
the community.” 

– Jeff Clark, Head of School

Pingree School’s foundation is academic excellence. It 
also focuses on personal development, integrity, self-esteem, 
and success. This independent, co-educational day school in 
South Hamilton, Massachusetts, enables students to develop 
the ability to think critically, creatively, and compassionately 
while encouraging curiosity, self-discipline, and imagination. 

A place that balances academic rigor and individual expres-
sion, this college-prep school for Grades 9 through 12 makes 
new students feel welcome from the first day of class. As part 
of that approach, faculty members encourage students to 
explore beyond classroom boundaries and experience the 
unfamiliar. “We want to make sure everyone gets a chance to 
push themselves in all aspects of life — academics, athletics, 
and art,” says Eric Stacey, Pingree director of admission and 
enrollment management. In addition to traditional academ-
ics, the school also offers elective courses that allow students 
to try coursework such as oceanography, conversational Chinese, or Caribbean literature. Financial aid 
and student scholarships are also available to cover tuition costs. 

This approach to education has made Pingree students successful both in the classroom and beyond. 
Every student from the 50-plus communities in Massachusetts and New Hampshire served by the 
school goes on to college after graduation.

For more information, visit www.pingree.org or call 978-468-4415.

The Learning Zone Childcare Centers in Beverly 
and Cummings Center, strives to provide a safe and 
loving environment for children ages 1 month through 
6 years old. We provide a curriculum that encourages 
children to make individual choices within a struc-
tured educational framework, through which they will 
grow into confident decision-makers. 

When children are in a safe and nurturing environ-
ment, they are able to explore, build strong emotional 
bonds, and build the foundations for their future edu-
cation. The Learning Zone’s philosophy and curricu-
lum is designed to instill and reinforce, in all children, 
a love for learning and a sense of pride. 

We encourage children to be active participants in 
their own development by providing them with the 
opportunity to explore and grow. Our goals include:

• Increased self-confidence and independence.
• Development of fine and gross motor skills.
• Development of language skills through play, 

exploration, story books, listening exercises, and 
socialization.

• Respect and understanding for other children’s 
rights, feelings, and beliefs.

Stop in anytime – we welcome and encourage par-
ents to visit. And we always want to know if there is 
anything we can do to make your child’s experience 
with us happier and more comfortable.

A coeducational independent 
day school for grades 9 – 12

537 Highland Street, South Hamilton, MA
978-468-4415   |    pingree.org

Academic excellence 
designed for the curious mind

Championship athletics and 
award-winning arts

Community committed 
to diversity and access 

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, October 21 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Prepare 
for what’s 

Possible 
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 Framingham Belmont Waltham Beverly
 (508) 872-3600 (617) 489-1161 (781) 891-3600 (978) 969-6679
 63 Fountain St. 279 Belmont St. 295 Weston St. 600 Cummings Ctr. 

The Learning Zone

The Pingree School

Clark School



Get ready for glorious sum-
mers and spirited commu-
nities, with friendships and 
Jewish values to last a lifetime. 
For nearly 80 years, Camp 
Pembroke, Camp Tel Noar 
and Camp Tevya – the three 
family-run Cohen Camps – 
have welcomed young people 
and their families. We look for-
ward to welcoming you! Just 
like our campers, each Cohen 
Camp shines with its own per-
sonality. Let us help you select 
one just right for your child: 
Camp Pembroke (Pembroke, 
MA) is a special sisterhood, 
New England’s only Jewish cul-
tural camp just for girls. Camp 
Tel Noar (Hampstead, NH) is 
our smaller co-ed-camp, full 
of warmth and laughter. Camp 

Tevya (Brookline, NH) is our 
larger co-ed camp, full of spirit. 

At every Cohen Camp, you 
can count on children liv-
ing all the magic of summer: 
deep friendships, outdoor liv-
ing, arts, dance, song, swim-
ming, boating, and sports of 
all kinds. What sets the Cohen 

Camps experience apart is how 
we connect with each other, 
exploring and celebrating our 
shared values, traditions and 
love of Israel, while we discov-
er and appreciate each person 
as an individual. 

Jewish life, learning and 
joy infuse our days both as a 

rich heritage and as power-
ful ideas to guide us as we 
grow; the Dor L’Dor Israel 
Leadership Program provides 
a capstone experience. We are 
pluralist, kosher, nonprofit, 
and ACA accredited. All camps 
are within an hour’s drive of 
Boston, and we welcome tours 
all year. 

To learn more, call  
781-489-2070 or visit  
www.cohencamps.org or  
any of our “camp”sites:  
www.camppembroke.org, 
www.camptelnoar.org, and 
www.camptevya.org.
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Cohen Camps offer glorious summers, lifetime friendships

The Russian School of 
Mathematics is an award-win-
ning, after-school math pro-
gram for K-12 students. Recently 
named “among the top schools 
in the world” by the Johns 
Hopkins CTY, we help children 
of all levels excel in mathemat-
ics. At RSM, we believe all chil-
dren are capable of developing 
a solid foundation in math if it’s 
taught correctly.

By guiding our students to 
derive new concepts based on 
those they learned before, we 
promote understanding over 
memorization. Algebra is intro-
duced in elementary school, 
when kids are best at grasping 
abstract concepts.

We ask our youngest stu-
dents to become thinkers and 

analysts, encouraging them to 
discover solutions and reflect on 
how they reached that solution.
Because of this approach, when 
our students are confronted 
with any problem they don’t rec-
ognize, they don’t back down. 
Instead, they consider different 
ways they might tackle it.

All of our teachers have 
a degree in mathematics or a 
related field. Most importantly, 
all RSM teachers have a deep 
love for mathematics. Our team 
of curriculum experts use their 
wealth of classroom experience 
and strong academic back-
ground continuously to advance 
RSM’s curriculum and teaching 
methods. 

Math empowers the mind for 
independent thought. Whether 

it’s excelling on a test, getting 
into a top university, or succeed-
ing in any career, math is what 
gets you there.

RSM-Marblehead is located 
at 165 Pleasant St, Village 
Plaza, Unit 13, Marblehead. 
Marblehead@RussianSchool.
com. For more information, visit 
russianschool.com.

The Russian School of Mathematics

Fall Math Classes
Now Enrolling!

TM

WINNER
20162016

The Russian School of Mathematics is an award-winning, 

afterschool math enrichment program for K-12 students. Ranked 

“among the top 10 schools in the world” by the Johns Hopkins Center 

for Talented Youth, we help children of all levels build a solid math 

foundation and develop critical-thinking and problem-solving skills.

Our mission is to help every child develop a life-
long love for math. Visit a branch near you to enroll 

this fall!

RSM-Marblehead
(617) 270-0872
Marblehead@RussianSchool.com



Formerly Cohen Hillel Academy

Amy Gold, Head of School | Six Community Road, Marblehead, MA | epsteinhillel.org | 781.639.2880

DISCOVERY DAY
Wednesday, October 25, 2017 | 8:30 – 10:30 am

We invite you to discover all that Epstein Hillel has to offer. Epstein Hillel’s  
Discovery Day is an opportunity for parents to visit our school while in action.  
Current parents, faculty, staff, and students will welcome you any time between 
8:30 and 10:30 am. During your tour, you will catch a glimpse  
of a day in the life of an Epstein Hillel student.

To learn more, please contact  
Jennifer Stam Goldberg  
at  jgoldberg@epsteinhillel.org

Come curious,
leave inspired.

TOWER SCHOOL  |  75 WEST SHORE DRIVE   |   MARBLEHEAD   |   towerschool.org

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
    

  F
REE, FAMILY FUN!

FALL FESTIVAL AT 
TOWER SCHOOL

OCTOBER 28, 2017
9:00-11:00 AM 

FALL FESTIVAL AT TOWER SCHOOL
Join us for art, activities, games, food and FUN!  
We invite you to tour the school, meet our teachers 
and discover the thrill of hands-on learning at Tower.
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As an intimate school, it 
means we are a place where 
each young person is known 
and needed. Because we under-
stand our children and early 
adolescents individually, we 
create in them a bond with the 
school that fosters growth in all 
aspects of their 
development. We 
reach students 
where they are 
and inspire them 
to grow into their best selves.

As a school of purposeful 
educators, it means we blend 
what is most effective in tradi-
tional and progressive meth-
ods to instill academic skills, 
encourage intellectual curios-
ity, provide opportunity for cre-
ative expression and promote 
physical activity. At the end 
of the Tower School journey, 

students leave for expanding 
worlds (and top secondary 
schools) ready to be respon-
sible, innovative thinkers and 
doers.

As a school with more than a 
hundred year history, it means 
we stand in a tradition rooted 

in timeless val-
ues. We are guid-
ed by the Tower 
Code, which fos-
ters the ability 

to be secure in ourselves while 
respecting others.

As a school that partners 
with families, it means we cre-
ate a community where people 
feel connected to each other 
and to a vision for young stu-
dents and their possibilities.

– Tim Delehaunty, Head of 
School, towerschool.org

Tower School 

Epstein Hillel School, for-
merly Cohen Hillel Academy, 
provides the finest in K-8 edu-
cation grounded in Judaism. 
Our faculty teach a rigorous 
interdisciplinary curriculum 
that fosters critical thinking, 
curiosity, creativity, and a love 
of learning. Relationships are 
at the heart of the school, and 
the teachers help students meet 
their full potential in a close-
knit and compassionate com-
munity. Epstein Hillel graduates 
are known for their academic 

achievement, strong Jewish 
identity, confidence, intellect, 
and sound moral compass.

Epstein Hillel shares a cam-
pus with the Jewish Community 
Center of the North Shore and 
Temple Sinai, and partners with 
numerous other agencies and 
schools across Greater Boston. 

Epstein Hillel School is 
located at 6 Community Rd., 
Marblehead. Call 781-639-2880 
or visit epsteinhillel.org.

Epstein Hillel School

JOURNALISM DOES MATTER
Support our newsroom and reporting

The Jewish Journal is the sole Jewish content that reaches thousands of Jewish homes 
every other week. Your tax deductible contribution helps us continue to link the Jewish community.

Send your donation to:
The Jewish Journal, 27 Congress St., Suite 501, Salem MA 01970

Donate online at: jewishjournal.org



FIRST FRIDAY OPEN HOUSES STARTING OCT. 6 

Coeducational Pre-K - 9 • 545 Cabot Street, Beverly, MA • (978) 927-1700
Buses from Andover, Gloucester, Lexington, Lynnfield, 

Marblehead/Swampscott, and Newburyport

www.ShoreSchool.org

SHORE
COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

Where children are   inspired for life.
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At Shore Country Day School, 
a co-educational private school 
in Beverly, Massachusetts, 
extraordinary teachers and a 
transformative approach inspire 
Pre-K to 9th grade children for 
the rest of their lives. Grounded 
in the liberal arts and enhanced 
by curriculum-wide emphasis on 
inquiry and expression, Shore’s 
rich program makes learning 
social, communal, and spirited; 
joyful human connections ele-
vate the everyday, ensuring each 
child finds his or her spark. Here, 
faculty members are recognized 
by parents year after year for 
their ability to engage every 
learner in adventurous educa-
tion; they are proud to see them-
selves as guides placing students 
at the center of their own learn-
ing, mentors who partner with 
children in meeting challenges, 
taking risks, and discovering 
their best selves. Emotional and 
physical health are touchstones; 
recess, daily physical education, 
service learning, and team sports 
are core offerings. The school’s 
Community Code exemplifies its 
compassionate dedication to the 
well-being of the whole child, 
and a “House” system encour-
ages all-school games, celebra-
tions, and connections to unite 

students of all ages. Inside the 
Center for Creativity, the stun-
ning Innovation Lab is a cre-
ative crossroads that top schools 
come to study. Robust offerings 
in studio arts, music, drama, 
design, and engineering prepare 
Shore students to thrive in a 
changing world that values flex-
ible, agile thinking which tra-
verses old boundaries with ease. 

Shore’s renowned experi-
ential education program — 
encompassing everything from 
day trips in Pre-K to week-long 
expeditions in Grade 9 — is the 
most extensive in the region; 
on-campus outdoor learning 
opportunities are growing rap-
idly with the construction of 
dedicated nature classrooms 
and the reclamation of a unique 
wetlands environment. Whether 
inspired by the caring commu-
nity, finding inspiration in the 
outdoors, or inspiring others 
with a risk taken, Shore students 
discover their world with curi-
osity, compassion, and courage. 
Founded in 1936, Shore Country 
Day School is where children are 
inspired for life.

For more information, visit 
shoreschool.org or call 978-927-
1700.

Shore Country Day School

Glen Urquhart School

Glen Urquhart School is an 
independent, coeducation-
al, K-8 day school located in 
Beverly Farms, Massachusetts. 
With commitment to knowl-
edge, creativity, and character, 
teachers at “GUS” focus on an 
interdisciplinary curriculum 
that incorporates place-based 
learning, thematic study, com-
munity service, and integration 
of the arts. Our program is built 
on posing questions, making 
meaning, and solving problems 
creatively. How does one disci-
pline inform another? Where do 
literature, science, mathematics, 
language, music, art, and history 
intersect? This integration is the 
very essence of the GUS inter-
disciplinary curriculum. Once 
students learn, they are encour-
aged to express their knowl-
edge creatively and apply it to 
issues in the community and the 
world. Proprietary math curricu-
lum, hands-on science and engi-
neering projects, comprehensive 
language arts, and deep explora-
tion of social studies and history 
provide a dynamic and engag-

ing academic offering. The GUS 
approach, enhanced by a 7:1 
student:faculty ratio, prepares 
young people to be the thinkers 
and doers who can make our 
world a better place. The 23-acre 
GUS campus is designed to pro-
mote environmental awareness 
and appreciation and features 
nature trails that wind through 
woodlands, vernal ponds, open 
classrooms, and past a 7,000 
square-foot greenhouse and his-
torical architecture. GUS offers 
before and after care, afternoon 
enrichment programs, summer 
camp, and bus transportation to 
surrounding communities. 

A North Shore Nature Fair will 
be held at the GUS campus on 
Sunday afternoon, November 
5th and open classrooms will 
be held Wednesday morning, 
November 16th.

Contact Director of 
Admission, Kristie Gonzalez at 
kgonzalez@gus.org or 978-927-
1064 x115 for more information 
or to schedule a campus tour. 
Learn more at gus.org.
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Coffee with Admissions
Every Wednesday beginning September 20 from 9-11am

Open School
OCT 21 | NOV 10

Coeducational Day School            Grades 6-12

Beverly, MA

Waringschool

Waring offers a full program of 
intellectual, aesthetic, and phys-
ical activities for its students. 
The program balances academ-
ic rigor with breadth and asks 
all students to work not only 
in Humanities, Math, Science, 
French, Art, and Writing, but 
also in Theater, Athletics, 
Music, Travel, and short-term 
intensives like Camping Trip 
and the Endterm program. In 
Convocation and Graduation 
speeches, Waring students often 
describe the growth they experi-
enced when the program asked 
them to take risks and engage 
with subjects and activities out-
side their comfort zone, from an 
art assignment or writing piece 
to a physics project, and this 
speaks to the school’s commit-
ment to helping students find 
their voices and build their skills 
in many different ways.

“Why come to Waring? You 

will get the best and most 
meaningful academic educa-
tion while learning to be the 
best student, friend and citizen 
you can be. In this way, I think 
sometimes Waring takes better 
care of me than my family. I 
feel safe here, in the Humanities 
classroom, on the lacrosse field, 
in the physics lab. The relation-
ships with teachers stem from 
equal respect. We are honest 
and truthful. We are intellectual. 
We are friendly. We are come-
dic and we are professional. I 
admire my peers’ varying pas-
sions. Their work ethics inspire 
me. They push me and they 
comfort me.” (Waring student)

Come see for yourself: 
Coffee with Admissions every 
Wednesday until November 
15 from 9:00-11:00am. Open 
Schools on October 21 and 
November 10.

The Waring School 

Located on 17 acres of sce-
nic woods and sandy beach 
on Captain’s Pond in Salem, 
New Hampshire, Camp Hadar 
remains one of the last “tradi-
tional” Jewish day camps north 
of Boston. 

A Jewish day camp has been 
located on the Captain’s Pond 
site for over 55 years. Owned by 
the Jewish Community Center of 
Lawrence, the camp (then called 
the Lawrence Jewish Community 
Center Camp) had as many as 
150 campers each session from 
the Merrimack Valley and south-
ern New Hampshire. When the 
Lawrence JCC closed, the camp-
site was rented to the Merrimack 
Valley Jewish Federation. 
The Federation operated the 
camp under the name Jewish 
Community Day Camp until 
it closed in 1993. In 1995 the 
camp reopened, renamed Camp 
Hadar (“splendor” or “beauty” 
in Hebrew), with over 120 chil-
dren attending during the sum-
mer, proving there was a defi-
nite interest in the community 
to support a Jewish community 
day camp. Camp Hadar contin-
ues to grow and improve. Since 
2012, Camp Hadar has invested 

over $200,000 back into its facili-
ties and programs.  

Each camp day is divided 
into three parts. In the morn-
ing, campers follow a schedule 
that includes American Red 
Cross swim instruction, athlet-
ics, archery, watercraft, arts and 
crafts, cooking, Judaic Culture, 
and music. After lunch, campers 
participate in workshops led by 
camp staff.  Workshops provide 
an opportunity for staff to cre-
ate a weekly program focused 
on a personal interest or hobby.  
In the afternoon, campers par-
ticipate in free swim and chug.  
During chug, campers have 
the choice of all daily activities 
led by Camp Hadar staff.  The 
camp day balances a structured 
schedule with the opportunity 
for camper choice. In addition 
to our daily schedule, each week 
finds special days and themes, 
including our parent/camper 
lunches, Family Nights and 
Overnights, Carnival, Hadar’s 
Got Talent, Hadar-O-Ween, 
Color War, and more.

Why attend Camp Hadar? At 
Camp Hadar, campers are able 
to ultimately contribute to their 

Camp Hadar offers 
friendships and memories

continued on page 15



At Heronfield Academy, students 
in grades 6, 7 & 8 are provided 
with an inspiring and rigorous 

academic program. Classrooms are 
dynamic, teachers are passionate, and 
the setting on an historic Seacoast farm is 
beautiful. It is a school where visual arts, 
drama, music, two recesses, and physical 
education are honored and part of the 
daily schedule along with math, science, 
English, history, and Spanish. Come see 
for yourself the joy in and out of the 
classrooms by scheduling a tour today for 
your rising 6th grader!

The application begins with a tour or 
coming to an open house.  

2017 Open House dates are Thursday, 
October 12 and Tuesday, November 14, 
both with check-in at 6:15 p.m. 

For more information or to schedule  
a visit call 603-772-9093 or email  
admissions@heronfield.org. On the web, 
visit heronfield.org.

Centrally located in the NH Seacoast 
serving 6th, 7th and 8th graders from  
the NH Seacoast, Southern Maine, and 
the Newburyport/Amesbury area of 
Massachusetts. 

OPEN HOUSE
TUESDAY, NOV. 14 | 9 – 11 AM
SATURDAY, NOV. 18 | 1 – 4 PM

BROOKWOOD SCHOOL

Brookwood is a PreK through 8th 
grade school where children feel 

known, nurtured and challenged. 

 Financial Aid • Transportation • After-School Programs
Located on the Beverly/Manchester Line

To register, visit: brookwood.edu/openhouse
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Heronfield Academy, an independent middle school for grades 
6, 7, and 8, is devoted to the intellectual, spiritual, social, and emo-
tional life of middle school students. Heronfield offers an academi-
cally challenging curriculum while simultaneously nurturing the 
Core Values of Honesty, Respect, Diligence, Celebration and Caring. 

A major part of what makes this school so special is what lies at 
the heart of any excellent school: the teachers.  They are seasoned, 
confident, skilled, and blessed with a love of learning that they 
impart to their students. Teachers and administrators at Heronfield 
love working with students at this age.

In the words of Head of School, Martha Shepardson-Killam, 
“What we do here matters.  This is a critical time in your children’s 
lives. We have built a school around their needs, be it academic, 
social, emotional or spiritual.  We have built a school that honors 
student voices.  We have built a school that puts an emphasis on 
joy: joy in learning, joy in sharing and joy in just having fun being 
together.  And we have built a school that is different.  People feel 
that difference very quickly when they visit because it is at the heart 
of all that we do here.” 

Heronfield Academy

Brookwood is 
a Pre-K through 
Grade Eight co-
educational, inde-
pendent day school 
located on a 30-acre 
campus on Boston’s 
North Shore. At 
Brookwood, 376 stu-
dents from 39 com-
munities engage in a 
dynamic journey of 
discovery grounded 
in a joy of learning. 
Meaningful relation-
ships between stu-
dents and teachers 
create a foundation 
upon which every child feels safe to take intellectual risks, discover 
new talents, and build confidence. We focus on building children’s 
social-emotional competencies at each stage of their development 
to deepen the learning experience and enrich the intellectual land-
scape. Our curriculum honors the strong interconnectedness of 
children’s social and academic lives – we know that how kids feel 
impacts how they learn. Students are guided through an intentional, 
research-based curriculum that scaffolds skill-building along a con-
tinuum. A purposeful balance of challenge, encouragement, and 
opportunity for appropriate risk-taking fosters lifelong habits of 
inquiry, critical thinking, creativity, and scholarship. At Brookwood, 
children feel known, challenged, and nurtured. Our graduates leave 
campus as self-aware, confident learners with strong academic 
foundations that allow them to take full advantage of the most 
robust high school programs and beyond. 

We are hosting Open Houses on Nov. 14, Nov. 18 and Jan. 17.

At Brookwood School, 
children are nurtured

Jewish community in a tradi-
tional camp setting. Campers 
experience joy in a Jewish camp 
community, develop self-confi-
dence as Jews, and forge Jewish 
connections that stay with them 
into their lives beyond camp.  
Research has proven that chil-
dren who attend Jewish summer 
camp are more likely to iden-
tify as Jewish adults and actively 
engage in the Jewish commu-
nity.  At a time when some tra-
ditional Jewish day camps are 
closing, Camp Hadar is a hidden 
gem that continues to grow and 
invest in its facilities and Jewish 
youth.  Camp Hadar continues 

to proudly serve the Jewish com-
munity of the Merrimack Valley 
and Southern NH. The camp 
is pleased to announce that 
in 2018 it will be serving fami-
lies from Peabody, Lynnfield, 
Middleton, and Danvers.  With 
a central bus stop located on 
Route 114 in Middleton, camp-
ers are only about a 45-min-
ute ride away to a summer of 
“friendships and memories” at 
Camp Hadar! 

For more information and 
our Special Rate for First Year 
Campers, visit our website at 
camphadar.org or email us at 
info@camphadar.org.

Camp Hadar
from page 14



Congregation Shirat Hayam
Presents a Community Concert

NeSHama CarlebaCH
and

T H e  G l o ry  To  G o d  G o S p e l  S i N G e r S

Saturday,  
October 28, 8 pm

Tickets:
http://ShiratHayam.eventbrite.com

           or scan

Adults  
$36 in advance 
$40 at the door

Children (18 and younger) 
 $18 in advance 
$20 at the door

Neshama Carlebach, a passionate 
advocate for inclusion, helps us celebrate the Shirat Hayam 
Inclusion Initiative and our partnership with the Ruderman 
Synagogue Inclusion Project. At Shirat Hayam we are 
committed to the creation of an accessible and sensitive  
and truly welcoming spiritual home.

Doors Open at 7:15 pm 
Havdalah, a service blessing the conclusion of the Sabbath  
and the beginning of thenew week, will begin at 7:30 pm.

Congregation Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Avenue, Swampscott, MA 01907

For questions please call Sherri at 781.599.8005, x27 
or email: sherri@shirathayam.org

With your additional $118  
sponsorship in support of  
inclusivity programming at  
CSH, you will receive a cd  
gift set in appreciation of  
your generosity.

AND

at the JCCNS

Register by Oct 17 at the Welcome 
Center, or by calling 781-631-8330, or 
via email to Sara at sewing@jccns.com.

ANDLUNCH
LEARN

4 Community Road
Marblehead, MA 

Friday, October 20
11:00AM-12:30PM
$10 per person

Join us for a talk with Izzi Abrams as she 
explores the uniqueness of Jewish humor, 
and how comedy and tragedy are often 
intertwined.  She’ll discuss the history of 
Jewish comedy, including vaudeville, the 
Catskills comics, and television.

Everyone is invited to 
participate in a class or 
enjoy a guest speaker 
on the third Friday of 

each month and stay to 
socialize over lunch!
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LookingAhead
OCTOBER 8
FARM DAY A fun event with a petting zoo, games and crafts, especially aimed  
at families with young kids. 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Congregation Shirat Hayam,  
55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott. Free.

PJ LIBRARY SHAKE IT UP ON SUKKOT Jewish and interfaith families with 
children ages eight years old and younger are invited to celebrate Sukkot Connect 
to the harvest of our community garden and enjoy music, stories, snacks, a craft 
and shake the lulav and Etrog. 10 – 11 a.m. Temple B’nai Abraham, 200 Lothrop St., 
Beverly. Free. 

OCTOBER 9
TOT SHABBAT WITH RABBI GREG HERSH This month we’ll focus on Rosh 
Hashanah through stories, songs, and food. No registration needed. 10 – 11:00 a.m. 
Temple Emmanuel of Wakefield. 120 Chestnut St., Wakefield. Free.

“PETE THE CAT” MUSICAL When Pete the Cat gets caught rocking out after 
bedtime, the cat catcher sends him to live with the Biddle family to learn his 
manners and boy are they square! But for the groovy blue cat, life is an adventure 
no matter where you wind up! Don’t miss this hilarious musical based on the 
popular Pete the Cat series of books by Kimberly and James Dean. Shows at 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m. For families with children ages 3-9 years. $15-$18. For tickets, 
call 617-965-5226 or 866-811-4111. Leventhal-Sidman Center, 333 Nahanton St., 
Newton. bostonjcc.org/classes-and-events.

OCTOBER 11
CAFÉ HAKALAH, monthly gathering of Holocaust survivors. Choreographer Vladimir 
Foygelman will perform dances from shtetl life. Vladimir has dedicated his life to 
the popularization of Jewish culture, traditions and education. Vladimir is also a 
founder of the Russian Jewish Educational and Cultural Center Makor. 2:30 – 3:30 
p.m. RSVP to Inna Lyubimova, or if you need transportation to get to this event, 
781-693-5680. Jewish Community Centre, 4 Community Rd., Marblehead.  

OCTOBER 12
SIMCHAT TORAH Crafts and stories for children of all ages follwed by dinner, 
dancing, singing & ice cream bar. 5 p.m. 1 Community Rd., Marblehead. 781-631-
2763. templesinaiweb.org. 

MIGRATION & MEMORY: JEWISH ARTISTS OF RUSSIA OPENING RECEPTION 
The Museum of Russian Icons is pleased to announce the opening of their 
exhibition, Migration & Memory: Jewish Artists of the Russian and Soviet Empires. 
The exhibit will feature approximately 100 works drawn from the Vladimir and 
Vera Torchilin Collection that explore the creative responses as well as historical 
trajectories of Jewish artists born, trained or active in the Russian as well as Soviet 
empires in the 20th century. The opening reception will feature a talk by Winestein 
titled “Russian Art in the Jewish Century” with wine and hors d’oeuvres. RSVP 
by calling the Museum: 978-598-5000 x121. $15. Museum of Russian Icons, 203 
Union St., Clinton. museumofrussianicons.org.

OCTOBER 13
CHASING SHADOWS ReachArts is pleased to present Chasing Shadows, an 
exhibition that features recent works by Marc Morin, Pauline Webber, Ingrid Pichler 
and Tereza Swanda. Curated by Ingrid Pichler. ReachArts Community Art Center, 
89 Burrill St., Swampscott. Reception October 13th, 7 – 9 p.m. Meet the Artist, 
October 19th, 7 – 9 p.m. reacharts.org.

OCTOBER 14
ART SHOW CORDS OF COLOR Over 50 pantings by a Beverly-based artist Olga 
Gernovski are on display at the Virginia A. Carten Gallery at Abbot Public Library in 
Marblehead through October 26th. Meet the artist, Sat., Oct.14th 1 – 4 p.m. 115 
Beacon St, Marblehead.

OCTOBER 15
2018 Y2I INFORMATIONAL MEETING The Robert I. Lappin Youth to Israel 
Adventure, Y2I, is a life-changing Israel experience for Jewish teens, who are 
sophomores or juniors in high school and who live in or are a member of a 
synagogue/temple in any of the 23 cities or towns of the Foundation’s service area. 
Teens and parents are invited to attend an informational meeting to learn more 
about the exciting 2018 Youth to Israel Adventure (Y2I). 7 – 8 p.m. Temple Sinai, 
1 Community Rd., Marblehead. For more information or to RSVP, contact Sharon 
Wyner at 978-565-4450 or swyner@lappinfoundation.org.

SUNDAY HIKE Join JCCNS for a fall hike with an experienced leader to Wachusett 
Mountain in Princeton. We will arrange a carpool for participants. Leave the JCCNS 
at 9 a.m., returning in the afternoon. $18 per person, which includes snacks and 
water. Call 781-631-8330 to register. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Jewish Community Center of 
the North Shore., 4 Community Rd., Marblehead. 

THE MANNA PROJECT | HARVEST FEST A community celebration sharing 
our food and heritage, sponsored by Temple Sinai and Clifton Lutheran Church 
of Marblehead. Food, fun, drinks, vendors, music, and friends. Games for kids of 
all ages! Pumpkin sales, pretzel-bagels, etc. All proceeds will go to Food Packing 
Event. (Each dollar buys a meal for a family of four). 12 – 4 p.m. Clifton Lutheran 
Church, 150 Humphrey St., Marblehead.

OCTOBER 16
JEWISH BOOK GROUP OF THE NORTH SHORE. Women of all ages are invited 
to read great books, enjoy stimulating discussions and meet new friends.  The 
book we will be discussing at this meeting is “The Bridge Ladies” by Betsy Lerner. 
Jewish Book Group of the North Shore is free and open to all.  Co-sponsored 
by Lappin Foundation and Shalom Hadassah.  Walk-ins are welcome. 7 - 9 p.m. 
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare, 240 Lynnfield St., Peabody. Free. Registration and 
information, swyner@lappinfoundation.org.

Our CELEBRATIONS & SIMCHAHS issue  
publishes on October 19, 2017.

Ad deadline is October 12. Reserve your ad space now!  
Call Sales at 978-745-4111



Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

Jewish Journal Literary Salon 
presents an Evening of Jewish 

Storytelling.

Everyone has a Jewish story to read or tell, and 
we’d like to hear yours. Please join us, as we share short 
stories and poetry that reflect our diverse Jewish narratives.

Refreshments will be served. Chabad of Peabody Jewish 
Center, 682 Lowell Street, Peabody.
7:30 p.m. 
Free
RSVP to 
editor@jewishjournal.org. 

Let’s Explore

Israel!
Everyone is welcome to experience the 
magic of Israel! � is class, full of ALL NEW 
content, explores Israeli culture, current 
events, and history. Led by native Israeli 
teachers Rachel Jacobson and Talya Paul. 
Israeli cuisine served at every session.

Sundays, 5:00pm-7:00PM 
10/22, 11/5, 11/19, 12/3, 
12/17, 1/7, 1/21

Sign up at the JCCNS 
Welcome Center or 
call 781-631-8330.

� e JCCNS is located at 
4 Community Road, Marblehead

Fee: $65
drop in rate: $15

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington St., Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Closed Saturdays

154 Atlantic Avenue
Marblehead, MA 01945

1-800-432-0304  • 1-781-631-0303

Stowaway Sweets

Candy for  
All Occasions!

AMEX        DISCOVER        MC        VISA

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

To advertise, contact lois@jewishjournal.org or marcy@jewishjournal.org or call 978-745-4111

Event Planning

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

Week of Friday, Oct 6 through Thursday, Oct 12, 2017

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

TRAGEDY GIRLS (R) 
Salem Horror Fest 2017 special screening!

Sat: 7:00 PM

KINGSMAN: THE GOLDEN CIRCLE (R) 
Fri: (3:30), 6:45, 9:45

Sat: (12:30), (3:30), 6:45, 9:45
Sun & Mon: (12:30), (3:30), 6:45

Tue - Thu: (4:00), 6:45

THE LEGO NINJAGO MOVIE (PG) 
Sat - Mon: 11:30 AM

Tue & Wed: (4:20), 6:30

STRONGER (R) 
Fri: (4:30), 7:15, 9:50

Sat: (11:20 AM), (1:45),  
(4:30), 7:15, 9:50

Sun & Mon: (11:20 AM), (1:45),  
(4:30), 7:15 • Tue & Wed: (4:30), 7:15

Thu: (4:00), 6:15

GET OUT (R) 
Salem Horror Fest 2017 special screening!

Fri: 7:00 PM

THE MIST (R) 
Salem Horror Fest 2017 special screening!

Mon: 5:00 PM

AMERICAN PSYCHO (R) 
Salem Horror Fest 2017 special screening!

Sun: 7:00 PM

THE TEXAS CHAIN SAW MASSACRE 
(1974) (R) 

Salem Horror Fest 2017 special screening!
Sun: 9:00 PM

THE PEOPLE UNDER THE STAIRS (R) 
Salem Horror Fest 2017 special screening!

Fri: 9:00 PM

Visit our website for other showtimes

Plan Your Holiday Parties Early
Remember our delicious rack of lamb 

needs to be ordered one day in advance.
SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm

Luncheon Specials: MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm
TEL 978-531-3366  •  FAX 978-531-3060  •  www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Fine Chinese Cuisine

373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA  |  781.289.3672
By Appointment  |  Entrance at Rear of House  |  Major Credit Cards

Extraordinary, Contemporary Clothing  
for Today’s Woman

FABULOUS FALL FASHIONS!

Beautiful Clothes 
for all Occasions!

Selma’sSelma’sFor the fi nest col lec tion of
CASUAL DA Y TI ME WEAR

to BLACK TIE PARTY WEAR

You Will Love Our Clothes!
Call today… 

for an appointment!
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OCTOBER 18
NORTH SHORE CONNECTIONS New 
England Yachad social group. Shake 
your lulav and the Shabbat Project. 
16+. 7 - 8:15 p.m. Free. yachad.org/
newengland. Jewish Community Center 
of the North Shore, 4 Community Rd., 
Marblehead.

HARRY POTTER AND THE SACRED 
TEXT If you’re looking for meaning in 
your life (and let’s be honest — who 
isn’t?), join CJP for a special live show 
of Harry Potter and the Sacred Text. 
Created by two Harvard Divinity School 
grads, this podcast deals with one 
central question: what if we treated the 
books we loved as if they were sacred? 
What could we learn? How might they 
change us? Take a look at Harry Potter 
through a Jewish lens. Come see how 
Jewish wisdom can illuminate J.K. 

Rowling’s fabulous best-selling series. 
We’ll laugh. All event attendees must 
be at least 21 years of age. For more 
information or special accommodations, 
contact Meghan at meghand@cjp.org 
or 617-457-8736. 7 - 9 p.m. The Center 
for Arts at the Armory, 191 Highland 
Ave., Somerville. $10. cjp.org

OCTOBER 19 
“THE HOLOCAUST BY BULLETS” 
Lecture by Patrice Bensimon. Center 
for Holocaust and Genocide Studies 
Presents: A public lecture by Patrice 
Bensimon, director of research at the 
Yahad – In Unum center in Paris. Mr. 
Patrice Bensimon serves as research 
director for Yahad – In Unum. Currently, 
he is a Ph.D. candidate in history in the 
department of Jewish studies at L’École 
des hautes études en sciences sociales 

(EHESS) in Paris and is writing a thesis 
on “the Jewish sites of memory in 
post-Soviet Ukraine.” 7 - 9 p.m. Recital 
Hall, 71 Loring Ave., Salem. Free.
salemstate.edu/chgs.

OCTOBER 20
LUNCH AND LEARN AT THE JCCNS 
Join us for a talk with Izzi Abrams as 
she explores the uniqueness of Jewish 
humor, and how comedy and tragedy 
are often intertwined. She’ll discuss the 
history of Jewish comedy, including 
vaudeville, the Catskill comics, and 
television. Stay to socialize over lunch! 
Register in advance by calling 781-631-
8330. Lunch included. 11 a.m. - 12:30 
p.m. Jewish Community Center of 
the North Shore, 4 Community Rd., 
Marblehead. $10, sewing@jccns.com.

EVENING OF JEWISH 
STORYTELLINGOCTOBER
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REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

Weaver OrthOdOntics
Orthodontics for Adults, Adolescents and Children

DR. BUCK WEAVER  /  DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street  / Swampscott 01907

781-581-1550  /  www.weaverortho.com

HEARING

Doctor Trusted, Patient Voted #1
600 Loring Avenue, Salem, MA

978-607-0062 • renewhearing.net

Personalized home care services 
from 1-hour a week to 24-hrs a day

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

781-245-1880  abchhp.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

HEALTH SERVICES

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

PRIVATE DUTY CARE	
	

	

	
	
	
	

Concierge Level Home Care 
	
	

Case	Management	
Medical	Escort	

	

Memory	Care	•	Personal	Care	
	

Meticulous	Staff	Selection	
Companions	•	Home	Health	Aides	

LPNs	•	RNs	
	

Providing	Up	to	24/7	Care	
	

Fully	Bonded	and	Insured	
	

8	Cherry	Street	•	Danvers,	MA	01923	
978-500-5161	

AberdeenHomeCareInc.com	
	

Specializing in Private Duty Home Care Since 2001 

	

ELDER SERVICES

Serving Danvers, Marblehead, Salem,  
Middleton & Peabody Since 1976 

978-750-4540     www.nselder.org 

Information, Support & Services for  
our local area older adults 

To advertise in The Jewish Journal’s 

HEALTH SERVICES DIRECTORY
contact Lois: lois@jewishjournal.org

or Marcy: marcy@jewishjournal.org

 or call 978-745-4111
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MONDAYS 
TORAH CLASS WITH RABBI DAVID COHEN-HENRIQUEZ Add your voice to centuries 
of commentaries in this engaging and exciting class led by Rabbi David Cohen-
Henriquez. This Torah class meets Mondays at 7:30 p.m. Temple Sinai, 1 Community 
Rd., Marblehead.

PJ LIBRARY MOVIN’ AND GROOVIN’ with Phyllis Eidelman Mondays till November 
20th. Stories, songs, creative movement, snack and playtime. Epstein Hillel 
School, Six Community Rd., Marblehead. RSVP to posher@lappinfoundation.org or 
978.740.4404 Appropriate for toddlers 18 months to 2.9 years old with their parents/
caregivers.

TUESDAYS
ISRAELI DANCING   No partner needed, all levels welcome. 8-9:15 p.m. Temple Ner 
Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody. $2 donation. 978-532-1293. office@templenertamid.
org.

NEW PARENT SUPPORT GROUP  Mothers and/or fathers can give and receive support, 
and ask questions. Open to all faiths, races, and sexual orientation. Free to attend. 10:45 
a.m.-12:15 p.m. Free. JCCNS, 4 Community Rd., Marblehead. jccns.org.

WEDNESDAYS
KNITTING KNIGHTS  Join the JCCNS for casual evenings of knitting and chat. Every 
first Wednesday of the month. Open to all ages. Free. 7:30-9 p.m. RSVP sewing@
jccns.com. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead. jccns.org. 

THURSDAYS
ADULT TORAH STUDIES  With Rabbi Steven Lewis. 11 a.m. Temple Ahavat Achim, 
86 Middle St., Gloucester. taagloucester.org.

FRIDAYS 
SENIOR LUNCH AND LEARN   Seniors are invited to participate in a class or enjoy a 
guest speaker on the third Friday of each month and stay to socialize over lunch! 11 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Register in advance by calling 781-631-8330. JCCNS, 4 Community 
Rd., Marblehead. jccns.org.

SATURDAYS 
TORAH STUDY Temple Emanu-El invites everybody to lay-led Torah Study. The first 
Shabbat of every month is led by Rabbi Meyer. 9-10 a.m. Temple Emanu-El, 393 
Atlantic Ave., Marblehead. 781-631-9300. emanu-el.org.

ONGOING 
OCTOBER 20

SHARE-A-SHABBAT Fun, musical, family Shabbat 
service. Ages 0-6 and siblings. All welcome; open 
to the community. 5:30 - 7 p.m. Congregation Shirat 
Hayam, 55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott. Free. familylife@
shirathayam.org.

ROSH CHODESH Rhythm & Reflection with Shira Moss. 
This dynamic group activity will engage participants 
in a “rhythmic and reflective midrash,” during which 
themes from the week’s parshah will be explored. 6 
p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat Service. Oneg to follow. RSVP to 
Susan Weiner, susan.templesinai@gmail.com. Temple 
Sinai, One Community Rd., Marblehead. 781-631-2763, 
templesinaiweb.org.

OCTOBER 21 
THE DINNER DETECTIVE, the Largest Interactive 
Murder Mystery Comedy Dinner Show in the United 
States, hosted by Temple Sinai of Marblehead. Proceeds 
from this event will help defray Temple Sinai expenses 
in support of the Lynn Emergency Shelter and the North 
Shore Food Bank. $50 per person and features a four-
course dinner and a cash bar. Seating is limited. Parties 
of 10 can reserve a table. 7 p.m. For information or 
to make a reservation, call Temple Sinai at 781-631-
2763 or visit templesinaiweb.org. Temple Sinai, One 
Community Rd., Marblehead. 

OCTOBER 28
RUSSIAN-JEWISH CLASSICAL COMPOSERS 
Anastasia Seifetdinova (piano) and Rita Mitsel (oboe) 
will present a concert of classical music at the Museum 
of Russian Icons. The “Jewish art music” movement 
originated at the end of the 19th century in Russia and 
developed a new, characteristically Jewish genre of 
classical music. This concert features four prominent 
composers of the movement (Joseph Achron, Solomon 
Rosowsky, Alexander Krein and Pesach Lvov), as well 
as several works by Mieczyslaw Weinberg, a lesser-
known Polish-Russian composer who is slowly being 
rediscovered as a 20th-century genius. 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. 
Museum of Russian Icons, 203 Union St., Clinton. $22. 
Purchase tickets by calling the museum at 978-598-
5000 x121 or visiting russianjewish.brownpapertickets.
com.

OCTOBER 29
MGH BLOOD DRIVE in honor of Russell Leblang, 
husband of Deahn Leblang, a former writer for the 
Journal. 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. Temple Emanu-El, 393 
Atlantic Ave., Marblehead. To schedule, visit bit.ly/
BloodDriveatTempleEmanu-El. For more information 
call the Temple office at 781-631-9300 or blooddrive@
emanue-el.org.

ISRAELI NOVELIST ESHKOL NEVO, a bestselling Israeli 
author, will speak about his upcoming novel, Three 
Floors Up. Mr. Nevo’s novel examines a society in crisis 
through the turmoils, secrets, unreliable confessions, 
and problematic decisions of the residents of a Tel Aviv 
apartment building. A continental breakfast will be 
served at 9:30 a.m., and the presentation will follow at 
10 a.m. A donation of $10 per person is suggested. Last 
minute walk-ins are welcome, but participants are asked 
to help with planning by contacting the temple office 
at Nancy@TempleEmanu-El.org or 978-373-3861 by 
Wednesday, October 25, 2017. The temple is located at 
514 Main Street, Haverhill.

Submit your events to: calendar@jewishjournal.org



Sensitive care and  
superb aesthetic results are  

the hallmark of our world class 
prosthodontic practice.

Renowned for our  
innovative approach to  
challenging cases with  

a consistent track record  
of far exceeding patients’ hopes 

and expectations.

Marblehead’s Premier Prosthodontist

Our services:
Dental Implant Restorations

Prosthodontic Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges

Inlays & Onlays
Veneers & Veneer Restoration

Teeth Whitening
Dentures

Smile Makeovers

Jeffrey R. Dornbush, D.D.S.
Innovative Restorative 
& Aesthetic Dentistry

Schedule your 
consultation today

Office hours: M-F 8-5:30

210 Humphrey Street, Suite 103
Marblehead, MA

781-639-0700
drdornbush.com

office@drdornbush.com

An autobiographical comedy, written
and performed by actress Amy Marcs

HADASSAH BOSTON PRESENTS:

Sunday, October 22, 2017
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
JCC Greater Boston
333 Nahanton Street, Newton Centre

Talk back following the performance with:
Kelley Tuthill, Master of Ceremonies and former TV reporter/anchor
Dr. Heather A. Parsons, MD, MPH
Dr. Jessica Erdmann-Sager, MD

HADASSAH EXTENDS A WORLD OF GRATITUDE TO OUR PREMIER SPONSORS:

Register at
www.hadassah.org/events/2017breasthealth

Proceeds of this event will support Hadassah’s

breast cancer research, care and education

Light Refreshments

Kosher Style

Advance planning of funeral arrangements removes the 
financial and emotional burden from your family.
Peace of mind comes with knowing that the arrangements have been 
made – and you made the choices.
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wonder to the world. “My father 
gave that to me in my ear and 
in my heart from the moment I 
was born. That’s what he stood 
for. There’s no way I could have 
been any different,” she said.

She has done several events 
with the Ruderman Family 
Foundation. “I have never cried 
so much in my life, sitting and 
hearing these inspirational peo-
ple talk about how they have 
struggled in their wheelchairs 
and how doors have been shut 
in their faces,” she said.

As the weekend’s artist-in-
residence, Carlebach will pro-
vide inclusion teachings at the 
Friday, October 27 evening 
“Holy, Happy Hour Minyan” and 
the Saturday, October 28 morn-
ing “Nosh and Drash” Shabbat 
services. “Her teachings will 
focus on the Jewish imperative 
of inclusion,” Tamaren said.

Saturday evening, she will 
perform with her band and 
members of the spirited New 
York gospel choir, The Glory 
to God Gospel Singers, at 
Congregation Shirat Hayam, 55 

Atlantic Ave, in Swampscott.  
Reflecting on today’s divi-

sive political climate, Carlebach 
thinks her father would be bro-
ken-hearted about the pain in 
the world and would have tried 
to do everything he could to 
bring healing. “Under his influ-
ence and in my own heart, I 
hope to try to do the same,” she 
said.

“There’s a song I sing called, 
‘Y’hi shalom b’haylech’ – ‘May 
there be peace in your borders 
and tranquility in your castles.’ 
My father spoke about that all 
the time, that true peace comes 
from within the castle,” she 
said. 

She paused for a few 
moments, then added, “I know 
you can’t heal what’s going on 
now with a song, but it would be 
great if all the world was waiting 
for was that one right niggun 
(Jewish religious melody).”

For more information or to 
purchase tickets, visit shirat
hayam.org/Neshama or call 
7815998005.

Neshama Carlebach
from page 5

Neshama Carlebach has sold more than one million records, and 
performed and taught in cities worldwide.



Neil Rostoff of Swampscott 
passed away on September 30, 
2017 at Kaplan Family Hospice 
House in Danvers, after a cou-
rageous two-year battle with 
esophageal cancer. He was 78 
years old.

Beloved husband of Estelle 
(Taylor) Rostoff. Devoted father of 
Karen Rostoff of Marblehead and 
Richard Rostoff of Marblehead. 

Loving brother of Steven (and 
Susan) Rostoff of Boynton Beach, 
Fla., and David (and Harriett) 
Rostoff of Swampscott and Boca 
Raton, Fla. Cherished grand-
father of Michelle (and Eric) 
Hodgman and Mark Imbern, and 
great-grandfather of C. Theodore 
Hodgman. Mr. Rostoff is also sur-
vived by several beloved nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

Neil was born on March 30, 
1939 and was raised in Revere. 
After marriage, he and his wife 
Estelle moved to Peabody, 
where they raised their fam-
ily. After that, Neil and Estelle 
lived in Middleton and then 

Swampscott, where Neil lived 
until his death.

Neil founded Admiral Fastener 
in 1993, employing his wife and 
daughter. Together they devel-
oped this business into the fore-
most automotive fastener com-
pany in New England. Recently, 
he became a Master Mason after 
having been active in the organi-
zation for over 50 years.

Neil was the ultimate family 
man, and nothing brought him 
more joy than spending time 
with his wife, children, brothers, 
grandchildren, nieces and neph-
ews, and most recently, his great-
grandson, Theo. He was a lover 

of family, Revere and The New 
England Patriots – in that order.

Services were held at 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 
Chapel, Salem, on October 1. 
Burial followed at the Pride of 
Lynn Cemetery on Lake Shore 
Road, Lynn. 

In lieu of flowers, expressions 
of sympathy in Mr. Rostoff’s 
memory may be donated to the 
Dana Farber Cancer Institute, 
450 Brookline Ave., Boston, 
MA 02215 (dana-farber.org), 
or to Kaplan Family Hospice 
House, 78 Liberty St., Danvers, 
MA 01923 (https://www.care-
dimensions.org/hospice-care/
kaplan-house.cfm). To register 
in the online guestbook, visit 
stanetsky hymansonsalem.com.

Mrs. Lucille “Lucy” Benson of 
Peabody, formerly of Swampscott 
and Boynton Beach, Fla., entered 
into rest on September 23, 2017, 
at the age of 94 years. 

The beloved wife of the late 
Benjamin M. Benson, Lucille 
was the devoted mother of Lloyd 
Benson and his wife Pamela 
Phillips of Salem, Robert Benson 
and his wife Audrey Murphy of 
Fall River, and Steven “Woody” 
Benson and his wife Beth of 
Boston. She was the loving sister 
of Elaine (Kahan) Simons and her 
late husband Shepherd Simons 
of Peabody, and the cherished 
grandmother of Amy Martyn and 
her husband John, and Molly, 
Adam, Zachary, Emily, Jake and 
Elise Benson, and adored great-
grandmother of Max Lang and 
Leo Martyn. 

Born in New York City to trav-
elling salesman Samuel Kahan 
and his dear wife Zelda (Fien), 
Lucille lived in many different 
towns throughout the country, 
eventually spending her latter 
youth in Beachmont. She con-
sidered herself a “bobby-soxer,” 
having been an early fan of 
Frank Sinatra, who she saw at the 
Paramount Theatre in Boston as 
a teenager. 

Lucille met the love of her life, 
Ben, on Revere Beach, shortly 
after he returned from serving in 

Burma with the US Army Corps 
of Engineers during World War II. 
Married in 1949, their life-long 
love affair lasted for 67 years, 
until Ben’s passing in September, 
2016.  Together, the couple trav-
elled the world, from Singapore 
to South America, and numer-
ous countries in between. They 
made their home in Swampscott 
and wintered in Boynton Beach. 
Lucille and Ben demonstrated 
their love and dedication to one 
another throughout their lives. 
Even after having children, they 
made time to bond with one 
another every day, sharing a 
drink and stories of their day’s 
events, Lucy with her scotch and 
Ben with his martini. 

Lucille will be remembered as 

a true original. An ardent femi-
nist before the term was coined 
and became commonly used, 
she was known to her family for 
her willingness to try anything 
once. Assertive and hysterical-
ly funny, she was outspoken in 
many situations and was well-
known for her quick wit and her 
mastery of “one-liners.” Lucille 
socialized with countless peo-
ple from all walks of life, with 
the possible exception of some 
Republicans. Lucille was kind 
and supportive to her family, 
and was always known to root 
for life’s underdogs. She always 
reminded her sons what their 
names would have been had 
they been her daughters and 
she lovingly embraced her son 
Woody’s wife, Beth as the daugh-
ter that she never had. 

Lucille also had ample oppor-
tunity to exercise her wit at the 
many dinner parties that she 
and Ben hosted for their friends. 
Extremely engaged in activities 
on the North Shore, she and her 
husband helped found Temple 
Emanu-El of Marblehead. She 
volunteered with the Hadassah 
of the North Shore and the 
Sisterhood at Temple Emanu-
El.  She enjoyed playing bridge 
and mahjong, and was an active 
member at Kernwood, golfing 
with her husband and friends. 

She even earned a following for 
the stories she told as an official 
tour guide in Salem. 

A proud fan of the Red Sox 
and New England Patriots, she 
enjoyed Fenway Park many 
times with her husband. She 
also embraced Boston for its 
historical and modern qualities, 
passing on her knowledge to 
her grandchildren when taking 
numerous trips into town with 
them.  

Lucy lived her latter years in 
trying physical circumstances 
without complaint, never once 
losing her infectious love of life. 
Throughout her entire life, her 
many friends from all walks 
loved being around her. She will 
be dearly missed. 

Services were held on 
September 25 at Brooksby Village 
Chapel, Peabody. Interment 
followed at Temple Emanu-
El Memorial Park, Danvers. In 
lieu of flowers, expressions of 
sympathy in Lucille’s memory 
may be sent to Boston Children’s 
Hospital Trust, 401 Park Drive, 
Suite 602, Boston, MA 02215 
(http://giving.childrenshospital.
org). Arrangements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. To reg-
ister in the online guestbook, 
visit stanetskyhymansonsalem.
com.
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LEGACY

Shirley Alman passed away 
peacefully on September 23, 
2017, at The Lafayette Nursing 
Home in Marblehead. She was 
the beloved wife of the late 
Kalman Alman, with whom she 
shared 62 years of marriage until 
his passing in 2006. She was 93 
years old.

Born in Haverhill, she was the 
daughter of the late Phillip and 
Sarah (Levine) Moldoff.

Left to cherish Shirley’s mem-
ory are her daughter and son-
in-law Andrea and Bill O’Brien 
of Ipswich, her daughter-in-law 
Pam Alman of Nashua, N.H., her 
brother Harold Moldoff (Gloria) 
of West Palm Beach, Fla., and her 
four grandsons Billy (Jennifer) 
O’Brien of Silver Spring, Md., 
Daniel (Isabella) O’Brien of West 
Hartford, Conn., Patrick (Brie) 
Alman of San Diego, Calif., and 
Sean Alman of Nashua, N.H. She 
also leaves seven great-grand-
children. In addition to her par-
ents and husband, Shirley was 
preceded in death by her son 
Eric and her brother Ben.

Funeral services were held 
on September 26 at Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
Salem. Burial followed at Agudas 
Achim Cemetery, Melrose. 
Memorial contributions may be 
made to Care Dimensions of the 
North Shore, 75 Sylvan St., Unit 
B-102, Danvers, MA 01923; The 
Lafayette Activities Department, 
25 Lafayette St., Marblehead, 
MA 01945; or the Commission 
for the Blind. To register in 
the online guestbook, visit  
stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Shirley Alman, 93,  
of Marblehead

Lucille “Lucy” Benson, 94, of Peabody, formerly of Swampscott and Boynton Beach, Fla.

Neil Rostoff, 78, of Swampscott
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NOTICES
ABRAMSON, Gary, 67 – late 
of Dennis and Yarmouthport, 
formerly of Lynn. Died on 
September 19, 2017. Son of 
Martin and Zelda (Silverman) 
Abramson. Brother Joel and 
his wife Mary Abramson of 
Swampscott. Uncle of Benjamin 
Abramson of Washington, DC. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

BASS, Eugene H. “Sonny” – late 
of Salem. Died on September 
23, 2017. Husband of Pearl 
(Kagan) Bass. Father of Annie 
Chipman and her husband Alan 
of Marblehead, Stephanie Bass 
and her partner John Colan of 
Chelsea, Ella Friedman of Denver, 
Colo., and the late Bonnie 
Bass. Son of the late Samuel 
and Sadie (Kaplan) Bass. Brother 
of the late Anita Waldman, the 
late Dorothy Geller and the late 
Jeanette Katz. Grandfather of 
Samuel and Robert Chipman. 
Great-grandfather of Zachary 
and Jayme Chipman. (Torf)

COHEN, Lawrence – late of 
Stoneham. Died on September 
22, 2017. Husband of Charleen 
Cohen and the late Joanne 
(Shoostine) Cohen. Father of 
Julie Hernandez and her husband 
Steve of Pembroke Pines, Fla., 
Rhonda McCummings and her 
husband Stephen of Ashburn, 
Va., and Marni Skok and her hus-
band Jared of San Antonio, Texas. 
Brother of Harriet Greenberg 
of Stoneham and Patricia Lacey 
of Florida. Grandfather of 
Jackson McCummings, Delaney 
McCummings, Jeremy Hernandez 
and Gavin Skok. Uncle of Mark 
and Kenny Greenberg. (Torf)

EPSTEIN, David Lincoln, 
85 – late of Malden. Died on 
September 21, 2017. Son of 
the late Harry and Rae Epstein. 
Brother of Judith J. Marcus. 
Uncle of Joel, Andy, and Peter 
Marcus. (Goldman)

FINGER, Arthur L., 90 – late of 
Peabody, formerly of Queens, 

N.Y. Died on September 20, 
2017. Husband of the late Lucille 
(Friedman) Finger. Father of Alan 
and his wife Jane Finger and 
Ellen Diggs. Grandfather of Alex, 
Rebecca, and the late Abigail 
and Nathan. Great-grandfather 
of Lucas, Noah and Max. Brother 
of the late Stanley Finger. 
(Goldman)

LESSER, Dr. Marvin X. (Max), 
89 – formerly of Swampscott. 
Died on September 22, 2017. 
Father of Peter (Randy) Lesser 
of Scottsdale, Ariz., Jo Lesser-
Oltheten (Theo) of Leiden, 
Netherlands, and Megan (Carl) 
Levine of Schenectady, N.Y. 
Brother of Rita Berman, Eugene 
Lesser, and the late Albert 
Lesser. Grandfather of Steven, 
Rebecca, Paco, Joeri, Emily and 
Matthew. Beloved of “Brownie,” 
the former Beverly Gavrill (Lee), 
who predeceased him last year. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

SELIGSOHN, Leo Vince, 91 – late 
of North Andover, Becket and 
Lakewood Ranch, Fla. Died on 
September 18, 2017. Husband of 
Adrea Seligsohn. Father of Ben, 
Rob and Susan, and his son-in-
law Steve. Grandfather of Olivia 
and Jake. (Goldman)

SHUB, Dorie Sandler, 68 – 
late of Swampscott. Died on 
September 26, 2017. Wife of Jeff 
Shub. Daughter of the late Albert 
J. Sandler and Frances (“Peppy”) 
Sandler. Mother of Allison 
Farber of Marblehead, Tracy 
and Tim Knauer of Swampscott, 
and Adam and Kate Shub of 
Yarmouth, Maine. Grandmother 
of Mollie and Avery Farber, 
Maxwell and Riley Knauer, and 
Henry and George Shub. Sister 
of Leslie and Myron Kowal of 
Roseland, N.J., and Alan and 
Jill Sandler of Scottsdale, Ariz. 
Aunt of five nephews. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

Norman S. Rosenfield, 96, 
founder of JN Phillips Auto Glass, 
passed away of natural causes on 
September 10, 2017 in Jupiter, 
Fla. Mr. Rosenfield founded The 
JN Phillips Company, Inc. with 
his brother Joseph in 1946 after 
the two returned from active 
duty in World War II. Norman 
remained actively engaged with 
the company for over seventy 
years.

Norman Rosenfield was wide-
ly known and respected in the 
auto glass and insurance indus-
tries. Starting with a single shop 
in Chelsea, originally called Phil’s 
Glass, the company became one 
of the Boston area’s most suc-
cessful and respected auto glass 
companies. Norman served as 
president of the company from 
its inception, and remained in 
that role until 1999. He contin-

ued to be active as a board mem-
ber until 2007. Today, JN Phillips 
Auto Glass is the largest private-
ly-owned auto glass company in 
the country. 

Norman was born on May 
20, 1921, in Chelsea, to Celia 
(Slotnick) and Philip Rosenfield. 
The family all worked hard at 
their auto salvage yard to make 
ends meet during the Great 
Depression. He graduated from 
Chelsea High School in 1938. 
After serving in the Army and 
returning from four years of 
active duty in the South Pacific 
during WWII, Norman met and 
married Leslie Levin (deceased) 
and shared 38 years of marriage. 
Their three sons, Alan, Phillip, 
and Robert, all joined their dad 
in the auto glass business, as 
did his two grandsons, Joshua 
Rosenfield and the late Matthew 

“Dewey” Rosenfield. 
Norman and his family resid-

ed in Swampscott for 40 years. 
During the 1970’s, Norman 
served as president of the Jewish 
Federation of the North Shore 
and led a business trip to Israel. 
As a result of that trip, he host-
ed Yitzhak Rabin, the Prime 
Minister of Israel, at his home 
in Swampscott, when the world 
leader visited the Boston area. 
Norman was a past chairman of 
the Ritual Committee of Temple 
Israel in Swampscott, a past 
board member of the Kernwood 
Country Club in Salem, and a 
long-time member of Pine Brook 
Country Club in Weston, and The 
Club at Admirals Cove in Jupiter, 
Fla. He moved to Florida perma-
nently in 1992.

Beloved father of Alan 
Rosenfield, Phillip and his wife 

Judy Rosenfield, and Robert 
Rosenfield and his wife Marjorie 
Halperin. Cherished grandfather 
of Joshua and his wife Stephanie 
Rosenfield, the late Matthew 
“Dewey” and his surviving 
wife Alexandra Nash, Leslie 
Rosenfield, Liza Rosenfield, 
Kai Rosenfield and Jenny 
Rosenfield. Proud great-grand-
father of Benjamin Rosenfield. 
Dear brother of the late Joseph 
Rosenfield and Charlotte Brodie. 
Companion of Arline Harris and 
the late Ruth Swartz. Dear friend 
of Amelia Cortes, her daugh-
ter Samantha, son-in-law Jesse 
Price, and grandchild Annabelle. 

A private family service was 
held to honor Norman’s memo-
ry. Arrangements were handled 
by Goldman Funeral Chapel, 
Malden. For online condolences, 
visit goldmanfc.com. 

Norman S. Rosenfield, 96, of Jupiter, Fla., formerly of Chelsea and Swampscott

to identify a single blade of grass 
on a football field. My wife and 
I frantically search and search 
… but it’s just doppelgangers 
standing next to doppelgangers 
… until I finally hear his name.

“Corporal Miles Rubin!” 
Suddenly, my son steps out from 
the green blur and approaches 
the general. He is handed his 
beret, a symbol that he’s com-
pleted the strenuous, Israel 
Defense Forces basic training. 
He is now an official Israeli sol-
dier ready to serve the Jewish 
people. 

I get chills, tears, seemingly 
every emotion pours through. 
I am no longer me witnessing 
this, but somehow, my grandfa-
ther, my great grandfather, as if 
we are a single soul all beaming 
proudly at Miles’ accomplish-
ment and our people’s surviv-
al. I’m my great aunt lined up 
about to enter the “showers” of 
Auschwitz. My distant cousin 
screams from another line for 
me to let go of the baby. “Just let 
go of the baby! And you will live!” 
She wouldn’t let go. But today, 
she and that child live and smile 
from some other dimension 
that I don’t fully understand … 
and Corporal Miles Rubin walks 
back into the blades of grass and 
places the beret on his head. My 
son is the link in the chain, a 
link forged of iron!

How did he get here? How did 

I get here? How did the Jewish 
people get here?

Three years earlier, 
Santa Clarita, Calif.   

Every parent wants their kids 
to grow up in the best neigh-
borhoods and attend the best 
schools. As a Jew, this is not a 
decision but an innate calling. 
We moved to the very northern 
fringe of Los Angeles County to 
get ours: the valley behind the 
“Valley.” 

Drawn by inflated school dis-
trict test scores, bright white 
vinyl wood-grain fences, and 
manmade lakes – complete 
with romantic, Venice-style 
walking bridges draped over the 
Kodachrome-esqe, blue water – 
it seemed like paradise. That is, 
until you moved into it. 

After a year, the illusion was 
coming apart. I began to yearn 
for splinters from real wood 
fences, a real, toxic, blue-algae 
plume floating on top of one of 
those kidney-shaped, carved-

out ponds … anything that 
seemed authentic. The whole 
damn thing was so FAKE. And 
my kids knew it. By the time 
Miles entered high school, the 
illusion of happiness that Santa 
Clarita promised had fully shat-
tered.

Miles also was looking for 
something real … but for a 
15-year-old American boy 
who’s not into sports, there are 
not a lot of choices in a vinyl 
world. Just endless boredom, 
mischief, anger, and weed. And 
as the partying got stronger, 
the grades got weaker until 
there were no grades at all.  
Seemingly, nothing could break 
him out of this suburban teen-
age spiral. 

I was losing him, my wife 
was losing him, the world was 
losing him, and when one night 
he didn’t come home, I prayed. 
Real hard.

Miles eventually did come 
home, but the next two years 
proved even rougher.  

You don’t know when or 
how God answers your prayers. 
In an instant gratification 
world, you want to believe in a 
Hollywood turnaround, but life 
is a lot messier than a movie. 
The concept of time does not 
apply to prayers.  God doesn’t 
have a watch. Prayers are 
answered when they need to be 
answered. 

About 12,000 hours of video 
game-playing later, my son 
took off his headset, turned 
off his computer, stood up 
from the living room couch, 
and announced to the family 
that he had decided to join the 
Israel Defense Forces. 

Huh?
Miles would have to some-

how obtain his Israeli citizen-
ship, travel across the world 
alone to a foreign country, live 
on a kibbutz for six months to 
be fully immersed in Hebrew 
(the IDF doesn’t bark out orders 
in English), pass a series of 
mental and physical tests, enter 
the IDF’s basic training, and 
then enter Special Forces train-
ing. How will this kid ever be 
able to do this?  

The IDF ceremony concludes 
as the new soldiers proudly 
stroll down toward their fami-
lies. Miles approaches us, and 
an overwhelming joy sweeps 
over me. The past, present, and 
future exist all at once.  He is 
Joshua, a young King David, a 
Maccabee, a resistance fighter 
in the Warsaw Ghetto, Moshe 
Dayan … and now as he hugs 
me, Miles Rubin.  

My prayer was answered.

Scott Rubin writes from Los 
Angeles.

The odyssey of the Lone Soldier
from page 1

The concept of time 
does not apply to 

prayers.  God doesn’t 
have a watch. 



By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

If the Tevye of “Fiddler on the 
Roof” is a kind of atypical 
everyman, Mama Rose of 

“Gypsy” is likewise an unlikely 
everywoman. Curiously, both 
characters repeatedly make 
reference to the “Good Book.” 
Where the former’s fictional 
religious Jewish milkman tries 
to determine his daughters’ 
respective futures according 
to tradition, the latter’s Seattle 
show business mother is deter-
mined to direct her daughters’ 
lives with the authority of an 
impresario.

While the less domineering 
Tevye is arguably more likeable 
than pushy Mama Rose, both 

central characters are roles that 
premier actors have eagerly 
tackled over the years. Who can 
forget Ethel Merman belting out 
“Everything’s Coming up Roses” 
in the 1959 Broadway debut? 
Since then, talents as big as 
Angela Lansbury, Tyne Daly, and 
Patti Lupone have won acclaim 
as Broadway Mama Roses, and 
now Hub actress Leigh Barrett 
is giving a powerhouse perfor-
mance worthy of comparison 
at the Lyric Stage Company of 
Boston.  

Di re c t o r- c h o re o g ra p h e r 
Rachel Bertone’s inspiration 
starts during the overture. A 
couple dressed in tuxedo and 
evening gown take an elegant 
turn during strains of “You’ll 
Never Get Away from Me.” Later, 
young performers join Barrett 
behind a cast member with a car 
steering wheel as Mama Rose 
builds her ensemble traveling 
the vaudeville circuit on the way 
to New York.

Designer Franklin Meissner, 
Jr. inserts strobe lighting for a 
smart time lapse effect dur-
ing which the younger Rose’s 
ensemble turns into the more 
seasoned adolescent version. 

Bertone’s personal touch-
es clearly enhance the show’s 
historic collaboration. Loosely 
based on the 1957 memoir of 
striptease artist Gypsy Rose Lee 
– Rose’s daughter Louise, played 

by Kirsten Salpini in the Boston 
production – Arthur Laurents’ 
book vividly depicts the vaude-
ville circuit and the artistic 
and financial challenges facing 
Rose as she drives the careers 
of Louise and her sister, June 
(Gypsy Rose Lee’s actual danc-
er-actress sister, June Havoc, 
played by Kira Troilo).  

Stephen Sondheim – the 
renowned Jewish composer 
and lyricist who had burst onto 
the Broadway scene two years 
earlier with “West Side Story” – 
delivered plot-complementing 
lyrics in “Gypsy” that sharply 
mesh with Jule Styne’s warm and 
hopeful melodies.  

The Lyric Stage revival has 
a strong, collaborative feel.  
Bertone paces her choreogra-
phy as sharply for the “Baby 
June and Her Newsboys” num-
ber as for “Dainty June and Her 
Farmboys.”

Salpini is rivetingly vulner-
able on the touching solo “Little 
Lamb,” and Troilo and Salpini 
are fully convincing as sisters, 
especially on the insightful 
duet “If Momma Was Married.” 
Barrett and Steven Barkhimer 
as Rose’s group agent and candy 
salesman boyfriend Herbie do 
well with the ups and down 
of their relationship. Barrett, 
Barkhimer, and Salpini have the 
feel of a real family unit on a very 
winning rendition of “Together, 
Wherever We Go.” 

Most of all, there is Barrett’s 
brilliant performance as Rose. 
She captures all of Mama’s 
complexity: her single-minded 
determination to develop June’s 
talent, her later contrasting 
focus on Louise, her conflicted 
feelings about Herbie, and her 
hindsight about what might 
have been. 

The production runs through 
October 8 at 140 Clarendon St. 
For tickets, call 617-585-5678 or 
visit yricstage.com.

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246

Get an inside look at vibrant retirement living on the North Shore. 
Come and tour our beautiful campus and maintenance-free homes. 
Experience top-notch amenities and discover dozens of exciting clubs, 
classes, and activities.

Join Brooksby Village for a

Thursday Open House

North Shore

BrooksbyVillage.com

Thursday, October 12, 2017
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

100 Brooksby Village Drive, Peabody

Call 1-800-614-6998  
for more information and directions.

Bring your friends and family!

12
44

79
62

Se niors
Af for da ble Se nior Hous ing For Over 30 Ye ars

socialactivities•smallpetsoK
Cle an, qui et, Af for da ble.

4 lo CA tions:
danvers•salem

peabody•beverly

EQU AL HOUS ING
OP POR TU N I  TY A POAH Community

Preservation Housing Community Management, LLC

781-639-4759
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”
Geriatric Care Management • Dementia/Alzheimer Care • Home Health Aides

Nursing Care • Medication Management • Assist with bathing/dressing
Meal planning/preparation • Companionship • Transportation

Light cleaning/laundry • Respite Care • Shopping/errands
… and more … from 2 to 24 hours a day

Email: confidentialcare@verizon.net Susan K. Newton, President
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Photo by Mark S. Howard
Steven Barkhimer, Leigh Barrett, 
and Kirsten Salpini in “Gypsy.”

‘Everything’s Coming up Roses’  
for Boston production of ‘Gypsy’



Assisted Living Specializing in Memory Care
- SEASONS OF DANVERS -

We’re conveniently located at: 44 Summer Street  |  Danvers, MA  |  online: seasonsofdanvers.com

We can help, 
We care,

We understand
Memory Care.

We understand what your family faces when someone you 
care about is living with the early symptoms of memory 

loss. Seasons is thoughtfully designed to compassionately 
meet the needs of your loved one. Our highly trained staff 
also provide families with guidance and education along 

this uncharted journey.

 Our goal is simple – to make a positive difference in 
people’s lives by creating a special place where residents 

can thrive and families can have peace of mind.

978.777.0230
suzanne@seasonsofdanvers.com

We’re here
to help:

• PRIVATE CARE
• Personal Care 
• Homemaking
• Companionship 

The Right Choice Home Care

     617-435-7035  
therightchoicehomecare.com    therightchoicehomecare@gmail.com

Quality  |   Support  |   Compassion

~ Caryn, Caregiver to Sister

“I just couldn’t imagine Kathleen  
without a true family environment.  
Adult Foster Care has armed me with 
everything I need to stay at home and  
care for my sister. Because of AFC,  
I do not have to manage this  
relationship on my own. I have  
an entire team.”

978-281-2612  
AdultFosterCareNS.com  

Celebrating 15 Years
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By Eli Biletch

Last April, I had the pleasure 
of travelling with Lisa Mulman 
to Paris to work as her research 
assistant translating Holocaust 
testimonies from French to 
English, an opportunity few 
high school juniors have. 
Lisa, an English professor and 
Faculty Research Coordinator 
at the Center for Holocaust 
and Genocide Studies of Salem 
State University, needed assis-
tance with her new book proj-
ect, which focuses on “true” and 
fictional accounts of the killing 
of the Ukrainian Jews during 
WWII. 

Yahad-In Unum, a French 
research organization, provided 
the perfect data for her research. 
The Organization’s small, dedi-
cated team travels to the former 
Soviet Union to interview the 
locals who witnessed the execu-
tions of Jews and Roma in the 
early 1940s. These testimonies, 
usually in Ukrainian, have been 
translated into French, and are 
archived in Paris, France. The 
detailed explanations of these 
shootings provide a plethora 
of practical information and 
personal observations, raising 
many intriguing questions. Did 
the Nazis force the non-Jewish 
inhabitants of these Soviet vil-
lages to watch the shootings, 
or did the villagers watch out 
of interest? Were the shootings 
a spectacle? Is everything said 
in the testimonies believable? 
How much of what witnesses 
say has been exaggerated? Did 
the witnesses’ fellow Ukrainians 

voluntarily participate or helped 
with the murder of the Jews? 
These are the type of questions 
Lisa intended to answer in her 
writing.

Lisa chose me to accompany 
and assist her in this research 
because, as a student at the 
Waring High School in Beverly, 
I have taken immersive French 
classes. Being proficient at the 
language, I could help her in 
translating both the testimonies 
themselves and use my conver-
sational skills to help her com-
municate with Parisians. 

When Patrice Bensimon, the 
Research Director for Yahad-
In Unum, first presented Lisa 
and me with the videos of the 
testimonies, it was a bit over-
whelming.  Seeing these elderly 
people who had been witnesses 
to some of the worst atrocities 
in history when they were chil-
dren was difficult to compre-
hend.  Moreover, most of them 
had kept their memories buried 
for over fifty years.  Some of the 
interviewees cried, while some 
were totally stoic.  In every case, 
the complexity of their experi-
ences was written on their faces 
and revealed in their body lan-
guage. I gained new respect for 
Father Desbois and Patrice, who 
conducted these interviews and 
used the information to find the 
mass graves, and the deeper 
questions of guilt and innocence 
raised by this archive resonated 
for me in a different way after 
exposure to the archives. 

This experience is far from 
over. I hope to continue my work 
with Lisa Mulman and to fur-

ther connect with Yahad. More 
importantly, Patrice Bensimon 
will be speaking at Salem State 
on Thursday, October 19, and at 
the Waring School that Friday, 
October 20, and I can’t wait to 
hear him address some of the 
questions that have come up 
for me since I last saw him, 
including the long term impli-
cations of his research. What, 
if anything, has he concluded 
about the responsibility of the 
Ukrainian villagers in the brutal 
executions that took place dur-
ing the war, and what can we 
learn from these conclusions? I 
encourage the public to attend 
these events, to learn more 
about Yahad-In Unum, and to 
get involved with the Center of 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies 
at Salem State. Awareness is the 
first step to preventing similar 
genocides in the future.

Waring student assists in Holocaust testimonies

     

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

Let our trained team of compassionate caregivers  
help keep you safe at home.

From homemaking to skilled nursing,  
when it comes to home care - trust the professionals.

All services supervised by Registered Nurses.

Call for your FREE In-home Assessment

781-245-1880
 www.abchhp.com



and didn’t talk about his service 
in Vietnam until after 9/11. He 
has not seen the series yet, but 
expects to view it at some point.

Finger was a business student 
at Suffolk University when he felt 
the urge to enlist in the Army. He 

was assigned to the 196th Light 
Infantry Brigade, and arrived in 
Vietnam on Dec. 17, 1966. 

“We were in the heart of what 
was called the Iron Triangle. 
Nothing was good there. We were 
next to Cambodia,” said Finger, 

who works in the energy industry. 
“I’d be in the bush for long 

periods of time. We’d get a lift 
on a helicopter and be taken 
out to the jungle, and dropped 
off. Maybe a week or 10 days 
later they’d come and pick us 
up. We did sweeps in the jungle, 
looking for Viet Cong or North 
Vietnamese. Sometimes we 

found them; sometimes they 
found us. 

“Anybody who said they 
weren’t scared was one of two 
things: a liar or a fool. And I 
was neither. You’d just walk for 
several days and there would be 
nothing and then all hell would 
break loose and it could go on 
for two or 10 minutes or an hour. 
There were times when battle 
periods lasted for days.”

While Finger was carrying 
an M60 machine gun and slog-
ging through rice paddies, his 
late mother, Thelma, wrote him 

a letter telling him she planned 
to join other mothers to protest 
the war in Boston. The bus left 
from the former Temple Israel in 
Swampscott. He wrote back and 
told her he was proud of her. 

“I told her that’s what we were 
here for, for people to freely pro-
test against their government,” 
he said. 

Finger spent 365 days, 
14 hours, and 30 minutes in 
Vietnam before returning to the 
US. The only time he faced anti-
Semitism was when a fellow sol-
dier told him that Jews killed 
Christian children and smeared 
their blood on their doors before 
Passover. That ended in a fight, 
he said. In 1967, he joined hun-
dreds of other Jewish soldiers for 
a 10-day leave to celebrate Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. “It 
was almost like a USY enclave. 
During that 10 days, it was like 
family,” he said. 

Finger, who returned to the 
US in 1967, was shocked when 

he heard fellow Americans refer 
to Vietnam vets as baby killers. 
“That’s the part that hurts the 
most,” said Finger, who, like oth-
ers, just hoped he would survive 
the war and return home. “It was 
a horror on both sides. It wasn’t 
just our anguish; it was theirs, 
too. I looked at myself as a victim 
and over time I saw that we were 
all victims.”

Mark Golub, who was raised 
in Newton, received his rab-
binical ordination from Hebrew 
Union College in 1967, and was 
one of four rabbis assigned to 
serve as chaplains in Vietnam in 
1968. Now 79, Golub is finding 
the documentary hard to watch. 

“The smell of the war – it is 
one which every war-time chap-
lain never forgets – is that of 
blood,” said Golub. 

Golub was based in Nha 
Trang on the coast of then South 
Vietnam, and spent several 
days a week flying in to coun-
sel Jewish and gentile soldiers in 
Pleiku, Qui Nhon Air Base, Ban 
Me Tuit, Phan Rang Air Base, and 
Cam Ranh Bay. Golub conducted 
services  –  such as a Passover 
seder in 1969 – but mostly lis-
tened to men who wanted to talk 
about being homesick, their fear 
of death, lost relationships, and 
lost religious faith. 

“I witnessed countless deaths 
by both Americans as well as 
Vietnamese soldiers. I saw body 
bags lined up in long rows 
before they were shipped home 
to grieving families,” Golub said.  
“I was shot at many times and 
once nearly killed by an incom-
ing bomb but was saved by my 
Jewish lay leader. 

“When I completed my tour of 
duty, I arrived at Logan Airport, 
where I experienced boos and 
insults. That was mid-1969, at 
the height of the outrage of the 
war.” 

Email Steven A. Rosenberg 
at rosenberg@jewishjournal.
org. “The Vietnam War” can be 
viewed online at pbs.org/ken-
burns/the-vietnam-war/watch.

The Arbors At Winthrop offers the ease and relaxation of 
a quaint seaside community with the comfort and support 
of knowing 24/7 care is available if needed. Choose from 
our selection of unique residences, with scenic views and 
a great community of friends, neighbors and caregivers — 
just minutes away from Boston and the North Shore.

We take pride in being run by family and treating 
you like family. Come take a tour today!

The Arbors at Winthrop
Independent & Assisted Living

46 Lincoln Street
Winthrop, MA 02152 

(617) 207-3009

Somewhere Beyond
The Sea

For more information, visit arborsassistedliving.com

The Arbors At Winthrop Is Waiting For You

Closer to Stoneham? 
Visit us there.

140 Franklin Street
Stoneham, MA 02180 

(781) 435-1958

THE GABLES OFFERS
• On-site Five Star Wellness & Rehab

• Fine dining prepared daily by our Executive Chef
• Diverse social, educational and cultural programs providing  

mental stimulation and physical exercise through our Lifestyle360 Programming
• Chauffeured transportation to medical appointments, shopping,  

cultural events, restaurants and local places of interest
• Computer center, library, activity center with demonstration kitchen, and bistro

• Spacious apartments, including full-size upgraded kitchens  
with granite countertops and stainless steel appliances

THE GABLES AT WINCHESTERTHE GABLES AT WINCHESTER

Shore Village is conveniently located near area shops and restaurants,  
public transportation and beach. Our brand new apartments are equipped  

with full kitchens, washer and dryer in unit and walk-in closets.  
Community room with fireplace and rooftop deck with great views.

A community for 62 plus.
For more information and to arrange a tour call 978-532-4800

137 EASTERN AVE., LYNN
Managed by Crowninshield Management Corporation

$1,300
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Jewish vets remember Vietnam
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Rabbi Mark Golub
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781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

www.wjskouras.com
Call John: (978) 531-5545 

Fax: (978) 977-9982
Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Fully Insured

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
Residential  |  Commercial  |  General Carpentry

W. J. SKOURAS & CO. INC.

Professional  
Home Cleaning

978-741-7100 
www.maidpro.com/salem

Serving most North Shore towns
Call or visit us on the web for specials

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

BAY STATE  
WINDOW  
FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Call Lisa!

Custom Draperies, 

Blinds, Shades & More!
Free Estimates & Installation

93 Main Street, Peabody
baystatewindowfashions.com

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC

LOCH TILE
Your bathroom tiles look dirty,  
grout falling apart, leaking?
We can make it look like  
a brand new installation,  
repairing and regrout.

Please call or text me at 

781-504-3895
Lochtile.com

To advertise, contact: 

Lois:  
lois@jewishjournal.org 

or Marcy:
marcy@jewishjournal.org

or call 
978-745-4111

GREEN CLEANING SERVICES
FOR HOMES & BUSINESSES
We use only chemical-free, plant-based, biodegradable 
products that are family and pet-friendly.

REQUEST A  
FREE ESTIMATE20% OFF 

your first clean!
Use promo code 

FIRSTCLEAN

978.210.6941    |    info@greencleanguys.com

 greencleanguys.com

978.210.6941    |    info@greencleanguys.com

KITCHEN & BATH  
SHOWROOM

Wholesale & Retail  
Plumbing & Heating Supplies

55 Alley Street, Lynn
781-592-0583

www.bourneufshowroom.com

Open: Tues-Fri 9am-4pm
Sat 9am-12pm

Open: Tues-Fri 9am–4pm
Sat. 9am–12pm; Mon. by Appt. Only

A1 Won’t Let Them Get Away 
With Anything!

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com
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Amid perfect weather, over 1,000 people participated in the 9th Annual ALS & MS Boston Walk for 
Living in Chelsea, Admiral’s Hill on Sunday. Emceed by radio personality Matt Siegel, host of “Matty in 
the Morning,” the Walk has raised over $125K to date. The ALS & MS residents joined local high schools, 
families, friends and community supporters. From left: Matt Siegel, KISS-108 and ALS & MS Walk for 
Living Emcee; Ron Hoffman, Founder and Executive Director CCALS; Steve Saling, ALS Resident LFCL; 
Barry Berman, CEO Chelsea Jewish Lifecare. 

Attorney and author Marcia Clark spoke last week at the Jewish Book Month Series at the Jewish 
Community Center of the North Shore in Marblehead. Clark is pictured with the event sponsors, attor-
neys Rob Mazow and Kevin McCullough.

ALS & MS Boston Walk for Living held in Chelsea

Marcia Clark at the JCC in Marblehead



Lappin Foundation
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

29 Congress Street • PO Box 986 • Salem, MA 01970 • 978.740.4431 • fax 978.744.1411 • www.lappinfoundation.org

Uniquely, every dollar that is contributed to our Annual
Campaign funds direct program costs, including Youth to 
Israel and our other programs. Employees’ salaries, overhead
and other expenses are paid by the Lappin Family.

Ongoing financial support is needed to help fund more than
200 FREE Jewish programs, services, classes and events 
in 2018 that will engage more than 3,000 Jewish children,
their families and adults of all ages throughout the year. 

Visit LappinFoundation.org for more information 
about upcoming FREE programs in October, including:

• 2018 Youth to Israel Adventure on October 15 and 25
• PJ Library Shabbat Circle for Families on October 7
• PJ Library Shake It Up on Sukkot on October 8
• Jewish Book Group of the North Shore on October 16
• Teen Israel Advocacy Fellows on October 22
• PJ Library and PJ Our Way all month long

takes great pride in providing exciting, FREE

Jewish programs for individuals of all ages –

babies to seniors – thanks to the generosity 

of CJP and more than 900 donors to 

Lappin Foundation’s Annual Campaign. 

Lappin Foundation

Please support Lappin Foundation
with a tax-deductible 

contribution of any amount, 
which can be made online at 
LappinFoundation.org or by 

calling Susan Feinstein at
978-740-4431.

Keynote Speaker

BRIGITTE GABRIEL
One of the world’s leading experts on global Islamic terrorism, Gabriel lectures nationally and 
internationally. Her expertise is sought after by world and business leaders. She has addressed 

the UN, the Pentagon, the FBI, members of the British Parliament/House of Commons,  
members of the US Congress, and many others. Gabriel is the author of They Must Be Stopped: 

Why We Must Defeat Radical Islam and How We Can Do It.

12TH ANNUAL GENESIS AWARDS
Sunday, October 29, 2017, 3:00 - 5:00 PM

Meet & Greet and Refreshments until 7:00 PM
Boston Marriott Newton

2345 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, MA
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Rabbi Richard Perlman of Temple Ner Tamid in the sukkah with  
religious school students.

Sukkah time in Peabody

Gloucester-area sukkot in one afternoon. 
The idea originated with the temple’s 

Rabbi Steven Lewis, who realized that, for 
many of the students in the Sylvia Cohen 
Religious School, their only experience 
with a sukkah was decorating the over-
sized green canvas construction that 
volunteers erect each year on the syna-
gogue’s Middle Street front lawn.

The Cape Ann event marks the latest 
celebration of a holiday that has found 
a new popularity with younger families 
on the North Shore over the last two 
decades. 

The Lappin Foundation helped jump-
start the interest in 2000, when it start-
ed handing out free sukkahs, lulavs and 

etrogs. To date, 422 sukkahs have been 
given away to Jewish families. 

“Sukkat Shalom was created to fulfill 
our mission of enhancing Jewish identity 
across generations by providing an excit-
ing, authentic and positive Jewish experi-
ence for families,” said Robert Lappin, 
who founded the Lappin Foundation. 
“Sukkat Shalom helps parents to create 
warm and lasting Jewish memories for 
their children. Celebrating Sukkot in a 
sukkah and shaking a lulav and etrog 
engage families in the festival in a multi-
sensory way. Celebrating Sukkot is about 
getting back to our Jewish roots and expe-
riencing and appreciating the role and 
power of nature through a Jewish lens.”

The Sukkah Crawl is part of the 
“Judaism by Doing” philosophy at the 
religious school. Potts, in her fourth year 
heading the school, wants students to see 
a variety of sukkah styles and to experi-
ence Sukkot as part of home and family 
life, not just as a brief encounter in front 
of the synagogue. 

For the Sukkah Crawl, at each of four 
homes in Gloucester, students and their 
families will have something to eat and 
drink, join in song, shake the lulav and 
etrog, and recite traditional Sukkot bless-
ings. The itinerary includes the homes of 
both Rabbi Lewis and the temple’s Rabbi 
Emeritus, Myron Geller.

Potts says each sukkah is quite distinct 

in design and construction, and one was 
built from a kit provided by the Lappin 
Foundation. In preparation, students 
have been learning the blessings associ-
ated with Sukkot and have decorated 
wooden panels declaring the guests, the 
ushpizin, they would invite into the suk-
kah. 

The temple is once again chartering 
a bus to transport participants in the 
upcoming Sukkah Crawl. Assembly is 
at Temple Ahavat Achim at 4 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Oct. 10. For more information, 
call 978-281-0739.

Larry Constantine is a freelance  
journalist and photographer. 

In Gloucester, a ‘Sukkah Crawl’
from page 1



The NSJCC branch of 
Toastmasters Inter national 
recently held its annual 
Humorous Speech Contest in 
its Marblehead meeting room. 
Members were given the oppor-
tunity to share a story or experi-
ence which they found humor-
ous. The contest was open to 
all members. Several members 
filled the room with laughter 

as they shared their thought-
fully-crafted speeches with the 
group.

Fellow members had a 
chance to provide feedback, 
as they do for many speeches. 
The winner of this contest was 
determined by a matrix of cri-
teria suggested by Toastmasters 
International. Winner of the 
NSJCC Toastmasters Humorous 

Speech contest was Tom 
Cheatham. Tom’s speech, a nar-
rative titled ‘Two guys cuttin’ 
wood’ earned him an invitation 
to deliver his speech during a 
regional Toastmasters meeting 
in Beverly.

This local Toastmasters 
group meets the first and third 
Thursday of each month, 7-8:30 
p.m., at the Marblehead JCC. 
The club welcomes members 
from all disciplines and back-
rounds. Members may deliver 
speeches in a supportive atmo-
sphere, share humor or hone 
listening skills.

The Toastmasters club mis-
sion is to provide a supportive 
and positive learning experience 
in which members are empow-
ered to develop communication 
and leadership skills, resulting 
in greater self-confidence and 
personal growth. 

Find out more about this 
local Toastmasters group or 
arrange to visit a meeting at 
jccns.toastmastersclub.org. 

Rachel Pauline Brill and Lee Ephraim Yanco 
were married September 16 at Club Getaway, a 
resort in Kent, Conn. Rabbi Marc Rudolph, the 
groom’s uncle, officiated.

The bride, 37, is an account director in New 
York for AppNexus, a technology company whose 
software platform enables online advertising. She 
graduated from Pomona College in Claremont, 
Calif.

She is the daughter of Gerrilyn G. Brill and 
Walter A. Brill of Atlanta, Ga. The bride’s father 
retired as a vice president and deputy general 
counsel for Delta Air Lines in Atlanta. Her mother 
retired as a federal magistrate judge in Atlanta.

The groom, 28, is a product manager for Fuigo, 
a co-working space in New York. He graduated 

from the University of Pennsylvania.
He is the son of Audrey E. Yanco of Peabody, 

and the late Glen S. Yanco. The groom’s mother is 
a clinical laboratory scientist at Beverly Hospital 
in Beverly. His father was an attorney and owner 
of Stadium Oil Heat in Peabody.

The couple met at work in 2012 when they both 
worked at AppNexus.

When Was the Last Time 
You Checked on How Much 
Your House is Worth?
Do you think that knowing the value 
of what is probably your greatest asset 
would be useful information?

I am offering you a complimentary 
Comparative Market Analysis (CMA) 
which will detail what your property 
will sell for in today’s robust market.

I will assist you in determining how much equity you have in 
your home having purchased it several years ago – in today’s 
market, that value has certainly gone way up!

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage New England leads 
the industry in market share and has sold more homes than 
any other real estate company in New England. As a Coldwell 
Banker affiliate I have the most integrated and comprehensive 
approach to marketing in the industry. 

Ready to get the process going?

SCOTT BORNSTEIN
REALTOR®

(617) 593-7240 DIRECT • (978) 927-1111 OFFICE
Scott.Bornstein@NEMoves.com

50 Dodge Street, Suite 105
Beverly, MA 01915

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

978-750-0100
Mon-Sat: 6am - 9pm  ~  Sunday: 6am - 8pm

expires October 31, 2017
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Temple Emanu-El will host a blood drive in 
honor of Russell and Deahn Leblang on 
Sunday, October 29 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
blood drive will be held at Temple Emanu-El, 
393 Atlantic Ave., in Marblehead. Russell has 
received numerous blood transfusions dur-
ing his recent lengthy stay at Mass General 
Hospital. When the family was asked how we 
could help, their answer was decisive: give 
blood.

To participate, schedule an appointment  
at http:bit.ly/BloodDriveatTempleEmanu-El. 
For more information, please call the MGH 
Blood Center at 617-726-8177 or the Temple 
Office at 781-631-9300 or blooddrive@ 
emanu-el.org.

In honor of October Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, 
Hadassah Boston is presenting 
a powerful autobiographical 
one-woman play, “Nice T!ts,” on 
October 22, 2017 at the JCC of 
Greater Boston. The play, writ-
ten and performed by breast 
cancer survivor Amy Marcs, is a 
comedy about surviving breast 
cancer. The performance will be 
followed by a talk-back with a 
panel consisting of Oncologist 
Dr. Heather A. Parsons, MDE, 
MPH, Dana Farber Cancer 
Institute, and Breast Cancer 
Reconstructive Surgeon Dr. 
Jessica Erdmann-Sager, MD, 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital. 

“I hope to be of service to 
others with my show. To give 
hope to women who are going 
through this, so they know 
they’re not alone and that they 
are still beautiful, vibrant and 
sexy,” said the show’s creator, 
Amy Marcs. “My story is about 
the resiliency of the human spir-
it and finding self-acceptance, 
love and hope in a very difficult 
and traumatic situation. And of 
course, all told through humor, 
because I believe that is one of 
the best healing tools we have.”

Amy Marcs has performed 

to sold out crowds at The PIT in 
New York, Project Y’s ‘Women 
in Theatre Festival’ and at The 
Alliance for the Arts Theatre 
Conspiracy in Fort Myers 
Florida. Amy has also been a 
featured speaker and performed 
scenes from her show to some 
of the most renowned plastic 
surgeons in the world at The 
Breast Cancer Reconstruction: 
State of the Art 2016 closing gala 
at the Kimmel Center in NYC, 
where she was able to share 
her insights as a breast cancer 
patient and survivor.

Hadassah has a long ongo-

ing commitment to women’s 
health and the well-being of our 
community by raising aware-
ness of breast health through 
important breast cancer edu-
cation. In addition, Hadassah 
promotes women’s preventative 
health care and conducts exten-
sive research on breast cancer at 
their two hospitals in Jerusalem. 
Proceeds from the event will 
support cancer research at 
Hadassah Medical Organization 
in Jerusalem. 

Register at hadassah.org/
events/2017 breasthealth.

Temple to host  
blood drive in honor of  

Russell and Deahn Leblang

Brill and Yanco celebrate wedding

Toastmasters’ Cheatham cracks ‘em up

Hadassah Boston presents Amy Marcs at JCC Greater Boston on October 22

Contest winner Tom Cheatham accepting congratulations from club 
Vice President Murray Lee.
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TODAY’S MENSCHION: ED SELIGMAN

Honorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
exceptional contributions close to home and around the world

The perfect home  
for your lifestyle is here.  

Talk with me… let’s find it.
Kathleen Lynn Murphy   |   72 Front Street   |   Marblehead  MA  01945

781.631.1898   |   KathleenMurphyRealEstate.com   |   KathleenLynn.Murphy@SothebysRealty.com

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

Jews have a long history of working for area 
fire departments, and Ed Seligman has 
served as a Swampscott firefighter and 

lieutenant since 2001. A Swampscott native, he 
is also a logistics team manager for the National 
Urban Search and Rescue Response System  
(MA-TF1 in Beverly). Over the years, he has 
worked during national disasters, heading off 
to support rescue missions at the World Trade 
Center, and during hurricanes such as Sandy, 
and most recently, Harvey, in Texas. He has two 
daughters, and lives in Swampscott with his wife 
Donna. 

A A A

How was it to grow up in Swampscott during 
the 1960s and ’70s?

I’m a good Jewish boy from Swampscott. My father 
managed a lumberyard and worked at several credit 
unions in Lynn and Salem, and my mom worked as 
an office manager for a printing company in Lynn. My 
father was very involved in Temple Beth El in Lynn, and 
I went to the Hebrew School there. I also had two role 
models at the temple, Cantor Morton Shanok, and Dr. 
Sheldon Brown, who was the Hebrew School principal. 
I worked at Camp Rotary as a counselor in Boxford, 
during the summers. I learned people skills there. I 
also worked at the JCC, and taught swimming and life-
guarded in Marblehead. 

You didn’t become a firefighter until 2001; 
what did you do before that?

I’m 62 now, but I always had an interest in help-
ing people. In 1978, I volunteered during the Blizzard 
of ’78. I had a four-wheel drive vehicle, and I helped 
transport nurses to the hospital for work. I was in 
insurance claims for 20 years; I was a supervisor. I was 
in inside management for years and then became an 
auto appraiser. 

When did you decide to become a firefighter?
When I was in my late teens, I realized that I was 

interested in fire fighting. I eventually took the civil 
service exam, but there was not a lot of turnover in 
the fire service. When I was 46, in 2001, I got hired in 
Swampscott. But I started in Civil Defense in Beverly 
in 1981 as a volunteer, for a group that provides emer-
gency services. We’d provide lighting at fires, help with 
searches in the community, and also provide support 
for the police and fire. 

Since then, you’ve responded to many 
disasters across the US.

Yes. I’m also the logistics team manager for the 
Massachusetts Task Force 1, which is part of the 
National Urban Search and Rescue Response System. 
I’ve probably gone to 20 events over the years, includ-
ing 9/11. I recently spent two weeks in Texas for 
Hurricane Harvey. At Harvey we used some schools in 
the city of Katy and set up a camp for 1,000 rescuers, 
and we brought in showers, food vendors to provide 
meals, and laundry services so the guys could wash 
their clothes. It was one of the days I went 30 hours 
plus without sleep.   

I also went to the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta, and was 
in New York for Hurricane Sandy. Our team is made up 
of doctors, structural engineers, search dogs, techni-
cal information specialists, hazmat technicians, rescue 
specialists, logistic specialists and communications 
people.

On 9/11, we arrived at the Jacob Javits Center in New 
York at 11 p.m. I worked 20-hour days and I didn’t see 
the light of day until Friday morning. That day I went to 
ground zero. I just saw the devastation.

 
What’s it like to be a firefighter?

I enjoy the job, the camaraderie, and being able to 

help people gives me a good feeling. I’ve always been 
someone who likes to help. The fire service is a broth-
erhood, it’s a job of honor. I’m fortunate that I have 
the opportunity to do the job, that’s how I look at it. 
In Swampscott if I go to a call and I know the person, 
sometimes I’ll put them at ease. It’s very rewarding. The 
most important part of the job is life safety, whether it’s 
the safety of my coworkers, or the people. We are there 
to help.

I’m a lieutenant and am responsible for the ladder 
company. There are two or three firefighters who go out 
with the ladder. The ladder is involved in forceful entry, 
car and house lock-outs, carbon monoxide or smoke 
detector alarm issues, or a water-related problem. We 
also respond to all fire calls and auto accidents in addi-
tion to many other emergencies. I’ve done CPR on peo-
ple, I’ve been to car accidents, slip and fall accidents, 
and been there when people have passed away.   

You always have to be ready and be 100 percent on 
your game. When you sleep it is with an ear open. We 
do two 24 hour shifts every 8 days. I start my shift at 
7:00 a.m. I carry about 50 pounds when we go out: an 
air pack/tank, boots, pants, coat, hood, helmet, gloves, 
and facemask. The air supply is good for about 20 min-
utes. The snow and the cold can be a challenge, and in 
the summer it’s rough. The suit is warm, and it’s insu-
lated to protect you from the heat so it doesn’t breathe 
very well. In the summer it’s harder to fight a fire since 
it’s so hot already.

 
You went to Israel in 2015. How was your trip?

I went with the Lappin Foundation and it was awe-
some. I was relaxed there. I didn’t have to plan any-
thing. I did get to spend Shabbat in Jerusalem with my 
cousins. There were three generations of family there 
from my mother’s side, and I hadn’t seen them in a long 
time. We had a Shabbat dinner with my family, who are 
educators. It was very moving.

Ed Seligman, right, recently spent two weeks in Texas 
assisting in relief efforts following Hurricane Harvey. 

After decades of volunteering in disaster situations, Ed Seligman became a Swampscott firefighter at age 46 in 2001.
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