
By David Brinn

Hanukkah was always kind of a letdown 
when I was a kid growing up in New England. 
Sure, we had the eight days of presents that 
caused my non-Jewish friends no shortage of 
jealousy, but I was more envious of them for 
having the market on the tinsel, outdoor home 

displays, and all the bells, 
lights, and glitter that 
Christmas brought with it.

Christmas was very 
public, while Hanukkah 
seemed like our secret 

ethnic tradition that involved strange elements 
like dreidels and using excessive amounts of oil 
to fry latkes and eat them with sour cream or 
applesauce. One of my warm and fuzzy memo-
ries was walking past the window of someone’s 

home and seeing the Hanukkah lights glowing 
against the glass. That’s because there weren’t 
that many of them.

That’s unlike Israel, where practically every 
house sports a hanukkiyah (menorah). They 
even light them in supermarkets and place 
huge ones on tops of public buildings. And 
oil? Between the ubiquitous sufganiyot (dough-
nuts), levivot (latkes), and the everyday falafel, it 
seems like the country is fueled solely by greasy 
food.

You can’t avoid knowing when it’s Hanukkah 
in Israel, from the schools to the workplace to 
the commercials on TV and radio. There may 
not be much Christmas caroling (but there is if 
you know where to look for it), but you’ll learn 
every word of “Maoz Tzur” by heart by the time 
your first child leaves day care.
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BOSTON – What happens when you assem-
ble more than 6,000 Jews in one building? 
Boston got a glimpse of that last week at the 
Hynes Convention Center when the Union for 
Reform Judaism gathered for its Biennial meet-
ing, touted as the largest gathering of Jews in 
North America. 

And the result? Out of its explicit embrace 
of diversity and inclusion emerged a notable 
unity and rededication appropriate to the run 
up to Hanukkah. The Reform Movement, the 
largest stream of Judaism in America and argu-
ably the most left-leaning, upheld its reputa-
tion for progressive action with consideration 
of six resolutions related to current issues that 
ranged from the refugee crisis to sexual assault 
on campus.

As the meeting was set to begin, President 
Donald Trump announced that the US had 

recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. In a 
statement, Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of the 
Union for Reform Judaism, said he supported 
the move but expressed concern about the tim-
ing of the announcement: 

“In declaring formally US recognition of 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, President 
Trump has affirmed an age-old dream of the 
Jewish people and of all who care about Israel. 
Jerusalem is, in fact, the capital of Israel. That is 
how it should and must be. The president cor-
rectly noted that a sovereign state is entitled to 
name its own capital. The Reform Movement 
has also long held that the US Embassy should 
be moved to Jerusalem. 

“Yesterday, we expressed our serious con-
cern about the timing of these actions. We still 
believe that they ought to be implemented in a 
manner that enhances the peace process and 
contributes to ensuring the safety and secu-
rity of Israel. We continue to have significant 

Reform Jews gather in 
Boston for Biennial meeting

“Hanukkah Harvie vs. Santa Claus”
By David Michael Slater 

Illustrated by Michelle Simpson 
Ages 5 to 8

This is a tall tale for all those kids 
(and the grown-ups in their 

lives) whose imagination goes into 
overdrive when Hanukkah and 
Christmas fall on the same day. In 
this fun-filled fantasy, Hanukkah 
Harvie and Santa Claus get into a 
rollicking present-giving competi-
tion in homes where there is both a 
menorah and a Christmas tree. But 
a spunky young girl catches them 
quarreling and lets them in on the 
joy of celebrating the two holi-
days. Michelle Simpson’s colorful 
and playful illustrations match the 
story’s spirited humor.

“Way Too Many Latkes:  
A Hanukkah in Chelm”

By Linda Glaser 
Illustrated by Aleksandar Zolotic 

Ages 3 to 8

Welcome to Chelm, the make-
believe Jewish village of fools. 

On the first night of Hanukkah, 
Faigel, the best latke maker in 
Chelm, forgets the recipe for her 
sizzling potato pancakes and 
her husband Shmuel races over 
to the rabbi for advice. Kids will 
giggle along with the comedic 
misunderstandings in this latke-
making adventure that ends with 
a Hanukkah celebration for the 
whole village.

Hanukkah stories that will  
delight the youngest in the family

By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

From a dreidel maker’s shop to an old-world story set in the make 
belief land of Chelm, from a snow-filled forest to an Indian grocery 
store in an American town, a new crop of lively books for Hanukkah 

takes young kids on a spin around the globe and the neighborhood.
These delightful and engaging new books shine a light on the many 

ways Jewish families from all walks of life celebrate the eight day Festival 
of Lights, which began on the evening of Dec. 12.

At Hanukkah, when being a Jew and being an Israeli are intertwined

Letter from 
Jerusalem

Photo by David Brinn
A menorah stands by the Western Wall.

continued on page 12



Instead of sleeping late on 
Christmas day, Barry Silverman 
rises with a purpose. For the last 
22 years, he has hopped into 
his car in Peabody and driven 
to My Brother’s Table in Lynn, 
where he oversees a cadre of 
volunteers who serve hundreds 
of meals to guests who have 
nowhere else to go. 

“I appreciate everything I 
have in life, and I like help-
ing people,” says Silverman, 
a financial planner who grew 
up in West Roxbury. Silverman 
always has been comfortable 
serving food. His father owned 
Heller’s Deli in Dorchester’s 
Codman Square, and his moth-
er was constantly cooking for 

him and his seven siblings. 
“I was raised in a large family 

and I learned from example,” 
says Silverman. “My parents 
were very involved with our 
temple. And my brothers and 
I wanted to help. My brothers 
and I would pick the lock at 
the backdoor of our temple so 
we could beat the Brotherhood 
men into the kitchen. We’d 
set up the tables and get the 
meal going for the Brotherhood 
breakfast.” 

The process of serving as 
many as 360 meals during a 
day can be a daunting task, but 
one of the bigger challenges for 
Silverman on Christmas is find-
ing helpers. He needs about 50 
people to help out, and at the 
moment he’s still searching for 
volunteers. 

Many come from Silverman’s 
congregation, Temple Ner 
Tamid in Peabody, but others 
have volunteered from church-
es and civic groups. Some are 
Jews, many are gentiles, and 
when they arrive to volunteer 
they form a cohesive workforce. 

Under Silverman and his 

daughter Sophie’s direction – 
she started helping her dad on 
the holiday when she was 5, 
and has been his assistant for 
the last 13 years – people are 
assigned to one of two shifts. 
The first shift runs from 9 to 
11 a.m., and that’s when volun-
teers prepare the meals from 
scratch. About 25 to 30 workers 
peel potatoes, sauté vegetables, 
and make the stuffing while the 
main courses – turkey and ham 
– are cooked. Silverman person-
ally takes charge of the gravy. 
He also has an affinity for car-
rots, and he sweetens them with 
raisins and brown sugar. “It’s a 
little taste of tzimmes for them,” 
he says.

The second shift begins at 
1:30, when the guests enter 
and are served by Silverman’s 
team. Others are assigned to a 
gift room, where they’ll wrap 
presents for their guests to 
take home. Meanwhile, back 
in the kitchen, the carving of 
the meat reaches a peak around 
that time. Silverman brings his 
own pre-sharpened knives from 
home. “I personally choose the 
people who’ll carve the 15 to 20 
turkeys,” he says.

Guests are served cafeteria-
style, and Silverman makes 
enough food for people to have 
seconds or even thirds. “I make 
enough for 360 meals, and 
whatever isn’t used they’ll reuse 
the next day,” he explains. 

For him, the day represents 
a sense of continuity. He likens 
it to the community meals he 
attended as a child with his fam-
ily at Temple Hillel B’nai Torah 
in West Roxbury. 

“The whole temple was made 
up of large families, and the 
mindset was to enjoy each oth-
er’s company and to help those 
who couldn’t help themselves,” 
says Silverman, who is 61, and 
formerly owned a nightclub in 
Gloucester in the 1980s. 

“I feel a sense of gratitude,” 
he explains. “Our focus is to 
make sure that the people who 
arrive have a warm meal, and 
walk out with a gift. I’m so glad 
they’re not on the street that 
afternoon.”

– Steven A. Rosenberg 

To volunteer, contact Barry 
Silverman at bsfcp@comcast.net 
or call 978-532-5465.
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Mitzvah man

Volunteers at My Brother’s Table. 

Barry Silverman with a volunteer on Christmas Day.

“I appreciate  
everything I have  
in life, and I like  
helping people.”   
– Barry Silverman
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Home sellers are often tempted to overprice 
their properties in order to ‘test the market’ and 

then ‘negotiate down’ to get the most money. But this 
strategy is counter-productive. It can actually scare 
away qualified buyers and cause your home to linger 
on the market and eventually expose you to low-ball-
ing bargain hunters.

The best strategy is to price your home competitively from the start. First 
check comparable sales in your area. Not only will buyers know the true 
market value of your home, but appraisers will too, and they play a big role 
in how much money the buyer’s lender will approve.

Most home buyers do their initial house hunting online and price is the 
first thing they check. Make sure your home is priced competitively and 
looks good in your photos.

When in doubt, go low. A lower priced home invites multiple offers and 
gives you room to negotiate for more money. Ask your REALTOR® to help 
you find your home’s true market value.

EXPERIENCE Is THE DIFFERENCE.
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS

on all aspects of buying or selling real estate 
at 781-367-8150
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on Real estate
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 website email cell
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Marblehead Pediatrics
is pleased to announce that

Dr. Sarah O’Connor
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& 

the entire staff

Happy HanukkaH!
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In the lexicon of medical doc-
tors, Ryan Zaklin often uses 
a word for healing that most 

practitioners have been loathe 
to utter: cannabis. While medi-
cal marijuana has been legal in 
Massachusetts since 2013, just 
212 of the state’s 36,287 doctors 
have agreed to certify patients 
for legal use. Dr. Zaklin, who 
has researched cannabis for 
decades, believes it is one of 
the safer therapies and recently 
decided to offer that service to 
his patients.  

“Under the blanket of inte-
grative medicine is plant medi-
cine,” Zaklin explained on 
a recent day in his office in 
Salem, across the street from 
Salem Hospital’s Emergency 
Room where he once treated 
patients. “Under the blanket of 
plant medicine is herbal medi-
cine. And within herbal medi-
cine is cannabis therapeutics. 
Cannabis is an herb. I consider 
it the Queen as it has properties 
and compounds that are found 
nowhere else in nature and are 
incredibly healing and powerful. 
It also bridges the gap between 
the physical and the spiritual, 
tying together mind, body and 
spirit.”

Zaklin, who is 43 and lives in 
Swampscott with his wife and 
two boys, has always followed 
his dreams – and they seem 
to evolve around spirituality, 
music, art and healing. He grew 
up in New City, New York and 
traveled to Israel the summer 
before his bar mitzvah. “There 
was definitely a spiritual ele-
ment,” he said, calling his visit 
to the Western Wall “quite pow-
erful.”

As a youth, Zaklin found 
spirituality through music. For 
his bar mitzvah, he was given a 
Casio keyboard, which he played 
constantly, and at 14 he learned 
to play the guitar. In high school, 
his life changed after attending 
a Grateful Dead concert. “Struck 
by the spiritual impact music 
had on my life, and the con-
sciousness-expanding cultural 
spirituality-religion community 
sociological phenomenon of the 
Grateful Dead, I wanted to be 
a rock star,” said Zaklin, who 
began to practice up to six hours 
a day on the guitar after his first 
Dead show. 

He earned a degree in Music 
and Music Education at the 
University of Illinois, and then 
headed to Columbia University 
in New York where he received 
a master’s in Music and Music 

Education. Along the way, he 
taught music at public schools 
in the Bronx, Congers, and in 
West Nyack, and then realized 
that all of his guitar playing may 
have contributed to repetitive 
stress injuries which caused 
pain in his back and shoulders 
and numbness and tingling in 
his hands. 

“I realized that in order to 
truly gain relief, I would need to 
heal my mind, body and spirit,” 
he explained. Zaklin entered 
Columbia’s Postbaccalaureate 
Premedical Program, and 
in 2002, he enrolled at the 
University of Virginia School of 
Medicine.  

Meanwhile, he began to 
research cannabis and learned 
that in the 1960s, Israeli scientist 
Dr. Raphael Mechoulam identi-
fied and named CBD and THC, 
the compound in cannabis 
responsible for the intoxicating 
effects. Years later, Israeli scien-
tists discovered a receptor sys-
tem in the body that THC target-
ed. Identifying the Cannabinoid 
1 (CB1) receptor, they soon rec-
ognized it was among the most 
abundant receptor in the central 
nervous system (brain and spi-
nal cord).   

In the early 1990s, Dr. 
Mechoulam and his colleagues 
identified a compound produced 
on demand by the nerves, which 
they named “Anandamide” after 
the Sanskrit for “bliss,” that tar-
geted the CB1 receptors. “They 
recognized a complex array of 
receptors involved in maintain-

ing ‘homeostasis’ in mammals. 
This system, which they called 
The Endocannabinoid System 
(ECS), was initially thought 
to help regulate mood, sleep, 
memory, and appetite,” said 
Zaklin. “Additionally, more and 
more evidence suggests that 
the endocannabinoid system 
also directly or indirectly affects 
other systems that help the body 
maintain balance, including 
many of the other systems – such 
as blood sugar regulation and 
pain. In fact the ‘runners high’ is 
now attributed to endocannabi-
noids, rather than endorphins 
(as previously assumed).” 

After his residency at Mass 
General, he worked at the hospi-
tal, and in recent years he’s also 
treated patients at Mass Eye and 
Ear, Salem Hospital, Spaulding 
Hospital and at several rehab 
centers.  

While Zaklin believes that 
cannabis therapy is not for 
everyone, he calls it a “power-
ful healing tool” that helps the 
body, mind and spirit maintain 
balance, in concert with an “an 
essentially non-toxic” medicine. 

“Consuming too much 
water can kill you long before 
cannabis ingestion would,” 
he said. “While by no means 
benign, cannabis is one of the 
safest possible medicines one 
can choose – particularly in the 
form of a tincture. If dosed and 
titrated appropriately there are 
minimal downsides. Particularly 
when compared to pharmaceu-
tical choices. I believe most of 
us have some imbalance in our 
lives. Plant medicine, particular-
ly cannabis, can be an incredibly 
useful tool to help bring us back 
to our natural, more balanced 
state.”

– Steven A. Rosenberg

Zaklin’s zeitgeist 

Dr. Ryan Zaklin

“I realized that in  
order to truly gain relief, 
I would need to heal my 
mind, body and spirit.” 

– Dr. Ryan Zaklin
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By Shelley A. Sackett
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The Anti-Defamation League 
New England Region will pres-
ent its 2017 Krupp Leadership 
Awards to Diana Leader-
Cramer Moskowitz and Monica 
Snyder at its 15th annual Young 
Leadership Celebration on Dec. 
16 at The Colonnade Hotel in 
Boston.

The award is given to com-
munity members who demon-
strate outstanding dedication 
and leadership on behalf of the 
ADL. 

Leader-Cramer Moskowitz, 
a credit research analyst at 
Loomis Sayles, is one of the 
longest-serving members of the 
ADL’s Young Leadership Division 
Associate Board and has served 
as co-chair of the programming 
and governance committees. 

The Swampscott native cred-
its Epstein Hillel School (then 
Cohen Hillel Academy) and her 
parents, “who lead and continue 
to lead by example,” for instilling 
in her a deep sense of wanting 
to give back to the Jewish com-
munity.

“Philanthropy has always 
been an important part of my 
Jewish identity and an impor-
tant outlet for me,” said Leader-
Cramer Moskowitz, who now 
lives in Wellesley and received 
degrees from Washington 
University and Boston 
University. “Despite working full 
time and going to school part 
time when I was pursuing my 
MBA, it was essential to me to 

stay involved with and support 
the causes that were important 
to me, such as the ADL.” 

As an employment attorney 
at Fisher Phillips, a national 
labor employment firm with 
offices in Boston, Snyder’s cho-
sen field greatly influences her 
involvement at ADL. 

“My law firm represents 
employers in dealing with a 
wide array of employment mat-
ters, including issues involving 
discrimination,” she said. “I 
became a lawyer, in part, to cure 
the injustices in this world,” 

Snyder, a Boston resident 
who attended Amherst College 
and Boston University School of 
Law, co-chairs the ADL’s Glass 
Leadership Committee and the 
Young Lawyers Committee, 
which provides opportunities 
for local attorneys to network 

and to generate discussions 
through round tables and speak-
ers. 

A group made up of mem-
bers of several ADL boards, 
directors, and the previous win-
ners selects honorees. “Monica 
and Diana embody ADL’s val-
ues and believe deeply in ADL’s 
mission. They are both widely 
respected leaders,” said Daniel 
Hart, director of development 
for the New England Region 
Anti-Defamation League and a 
member of the selection com-
mittee.

The Young Leadership Cele-
bration was created 15 years ago 
to recognize young leaders with 
a once-a-year signature event 
and to broaden ADL’s reach in 
the young community in the 
Greater Boston area.

Both Snyder’s and Leader-
Cramer Moskowitz’s involve-
ment with ADL started with 
their acceptance into the Glass 
Leadership Institute, a year-long 
program that meets on a month-
ly basis, giving young adults the 
opportunity to learn what the 
ADL does firsthand about issues 
facing communities. Shortly 
after, each decided to take on 
leadership responsibilities.

“This program gave us 
the opportunity to meet with 
experts from across the orga-
nization and learn about the 
different ways they make an 
impact on a daily basis. Gaining 
a full understanding of all the 
important work the ADL does 
motivated me to stay involved,” 
Leader-Cramer Moskowitz said.

Actively engaged in ADL since 
2010, she spent two weeks in 
Germany in 2012 representing 
ADL in its partnership with the 
Germany’s Close Up Program, 
which allows American Jews to 
explore modern Germany.

“I learned about Germany’s 
history and modern Jewish life,” 
Leader-Cramer Moskowitz said. 

“I am passionate about the ADL’s 
mission of promoting equality 
and fair treatment for all.” 

She is proudest of her role in 
helping to create the Breaking 
Barriers Speaker Series that 
brings interesting and engaging 
speakers, such as Khizr Khan 
and Christian Picciolini, to 
Boston. 

Swampscott native Moskowitz to receive ADL award

Diana Leader-Cramer Moskowitz

New England Patriots wide receiver Julian Edelman cel-
ebrated the first day of Hanukkah with one of his teammates on 
Tuesday night. Wearing a yarmulke, fellow wide receiver Danny 
Amendola joined Edelman for the lighting of the menorah. 
Edelman shared a video of the two on Instagram, which fea-
tured a reading of the first candle blessing.

Patriots light the menorah
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Round tables in the Temple 
Emanu-El social hall were 
draped with white paper cloths. 
The coffee pot and cookies beck-
oned from the corner. Around 
five minutes before 7, a steady 
flow of adults greeted each 
other, staking out a seat within 
just the right view (and hearing 
range). They clutched textbooks 
and pens, and bore the excit-
ed, eager look that marks adult 
learners.

For four Tuesday nights this 
fall, 30 people attended a class 
co-taught by Rabbis David 
Meyer of Temple Emanu-El 
in Marblehead and Michael 
Ragozin of Congregation 
Shirat Hayam in Swampscott. 

Titled “Israel’s Milestones and 
Their Meanings: The Legacy 
of the Past and the Challenge 
of the Future,” the curriculum 
was developed by the Shalom 
Hartman Institute iEngage in 
New York and 
addressed three 
pivotal moments 
in Israel’s his-
tory: 1917, 1947, 
and 1967.

The rabbis 
alternated loca-
tions, with two 
classes at Shirat 
Hayam and two 
classes at Temple 
Emanu-El. While 
the class appre-
ciated the readings and history, 
it was the interaction of the rab-
bis that most resonated.

“I love the idea of co-teach-
ing between the two rabbis,” 
said Temple Emanu-El member 
Judy Mishkin. “They are won-
derful together, they are won-
derful separately.”   

For Brenda and Shelley 
Cohen of Marblehead, these 
evenings were a way to share. 
“My husband is a history buff 
and he fills in everything I don’t 
know,” Brenda said with a laugh. 
Asked what “Tuesday night date 
night” meant to him, Shelley, 
a Shirat Hayam member and 
retired dentist, deadpanned, “A 
quick supper.”

The rabbis stressed the 
importance of uniting a com-
munity challenged by diver-
gent views toward Israel and 
American politics. “We thought 
we could do something that 
would bring a measure of heal-
ing and acceptability into the 
conversation around Israel,” 
Rabbi Ragozin said.

“There’s something inher-
ently beautiful 
about bringing 
the two congre-
gations together. 
The participants 
don’t necessarily 
know each other, 
so they might feel 
they’re in a safe 
setting to openly 
discuss and cri-
tique Israel.” 

Rabbi Meyer 
agreed. “We 

really sought to create a fresh 
dialogue and a new conversa-
tion about Israel, about the role 

Israel plays in the world and in 
our lives,” Rabbi Meyer said. 

The two also relished the idea 
of working together. “I’m always 
learning something from David. 
He’s a mentor and a mensch,” 
said Rabbi Ragozin, referring to 
himself as “the new young rabbi 
in town.”

“Our congregations are sepa-
rated by only a mile and a half, 
but our programming tends to 
be separated, so it’s certainly 
allowed Michael and me to work 
together and get to know each 
other,” Rabbi Meyer said. “And 
that’s all positive.”

“It’s a luxury to have two rab-
bis teaching us,” said Margaret 

Somer, a Swampscott resident 
and Shirat Hayam member. 
Even more important to her, 
however, was thinking about 
the 1967 Six-Day War, especially 
as the celebration of another 
historical miracle – Hanukkah – 
approaches. 

“It was a major, major 
moment in history, a trans-
formation of how the Jewish 
people feel about themselves, 
the confidence and assertive-
ness,” she said, pausing as she 
searched for the exact words 
that summed up how she felt. 
She smiled broadly. “It’s OK 
to be Jewish,” she said trium-
phantly.

Marblehead, Swampscott congregations unite to study Israel’s history

Rabbi Michael Ragozin addresses the class.

Rabbi Michael Ragozin and Rabbi David Meyer light the first candle 
on Hanukkah.

“It’s a luxury to  
have two rabbis 

teaching us.” 
– Margaret Somer

As you gather with family and friends for the holidays, please know how much we appreciate your continued support! 
Thank you to our wonderful customers and clients for making Sagan Realtors so successful. 

Wishing You and Yours a Happy and Healthy Hanukkah!

35 Years of Great Moves
From small residential to large presidential …we sell them all. 
Locally owned and vested in our communities!

781.593.6111    I    WWW.SAGANREALTORS.COM
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Marblehead’s Premier Prosthodontist

Happy, Healthy Hanukkah

Sensitive care and  
superb aesthetic results are  

the hallmark of our world class 
prosthodontic practice.

Renowned for our  
innovative approach to  
challenging cases with  

a consistent track record  
of far exceeding patients’ hopes 

and expectations.

Our services:
Dental Implant Restorations

Prosthodontic Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges

Inlays & Onlays
Veneers & Veneer Restoration

Teeth Whitening
Dentures

Smile Makeovers

Jeffrey R. Dornbush, D.D.S.
Innovative Restorative 
& Aesthetic Dentistry

Schedule your 
consultation today

Office hours: M-F 8-5:30

210 Humphrey Street, Suite 103
Marblehead, MA

781-639-0700
drdornbush.com

office@drdornbush.com
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Hanukkah stories
from page 1

Governor Charlie Baker looks on as Rabbi Rachmiel Liberman and 
Speaker Robert DeLeo, and Senator Cynthia S. Creem light the 
menorah at the State House.

Hanukkah at the State House

“The Itsy Bitsy Dreidel” 
By Jeffrey Burton and Chani 

Tornow 
Illustrated by Sanja Rescek 

Ages 2 to 4

The youngest kids will enjoy 
the playful rhymes of this 

delightful read-aloud board 
book that follows a lively little 
dreidel celebrating Hanukkah. 

“Grover’s Eight Nights of Light”
By Jodie Shepherd  

Illustrated by Joe Mathieu  
Ages 2 to 5

Everyone is invited to Grover’s 
house to celebrate Hanukkah 

along with their favorite Sesame 
Street characters who light the 
menorah, hear the Hanukkah story, 
eat latkes, and help others in need 
with tzedakah. The colorful book 
includes stickers, Hanukkah cards, 
and a poster with a Hanukkah 
party game.

“The Missing Letters: 
A Dreidel Story”

By Renee Londner 
Illustrated by Iryna Bodnaruk

Ages 4 to 9

It’s almost Hanukkah in a dreidel 
maker’s shop in this heartwarm-

ing tale that sparkles with the spirit 
of the holiday. As the letters painted 
on the dreidel come to life, a tale of 
misdeed and mischief threatens to 
prevent the dreidels from being fin-
ished in time for the holiday. Iryna 
Bodnaruk’s animated illustrations 
are a fun pairing to the story.

“Judah Maccabee Goes to the Doctor: A Story for Hanukkah”
By Ann D. Koffsky 

Ilustrated by Talitha Shipman
Ages 3 to 8

A young boy named Judah loves pretending to be the brave Judah 
Maccabee and protecting his younger sister, Hannah, with 

the new toy Maccabee shield that his grandmother gives him as a 
Hanukkah gift.  On the last day of Hanukkah, Judah and Hannah 
go to the doctor for a checkup, but the young boy protests when he 
finds out he is due for a shot. But Judah summons his courage when 
he learns that the vaccine is just like his shield, protecting him from 
getting sick.

Journalism matters. Support your community newspaper.  

Donate to the Jewish Journal online at jewishjournal.org.
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I am glad that Anna Selman 
set right Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister Tzipi Hotovely’s inac-
curate and injurious statement 
that (Diaspora) Jews are a “peo-
ple that never send their kids to 
fight for their country” in the 
Nov. 30 edition of the Jewish 
Journal. The author helpful-
ly pointed out that there are 
15,000 American Jews on active 
duty; 5,000 more in the Guard/
Reserves; and 56 fallen in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Obviously, a 
more appropriate statement 
on Hotovely’s part might have 
been “American Jews – indeed 
no Americans – are drafted as 
we are.”

However, respecting the 
broader context of the article – 
the Israeli-American divide over 
Israel – Selman inadvertently 
highlights something that is 
particularly problematic on her 
side of the divide: the ignorant 
acceptance of anti-Israel slan-
der by Jews themselves. For just 
as Hotovely fell for “(American) 
Jews don’t serve,” Israelis see 
many anti-Israel lies accepted 
by American Jews. 

And just as Selman lament-
ed that Hotovely’s ignorant 
remark was picked up by an 
anti-Semitic website, so too are 
ignorant remarks by American 
Jews picked up by the enemies 

of all Jews.
Hence the deeper lesson here 

is that Jews on both sides of the 
divide must look more closely 
at what they are told … about 
themselves.

As a footnote, I would add 
that when Selman states, “It 
is easy to be a Jew in Israel, 
but in America, it takes work.” 
Well, “work” in Israel still entails 
defending oneself bodily in 
bomb shelters. It would be nice 
if American Jews could at least 
have the integrity to defend 
themselves verbally.

Teresa Frank
Via email

Hotovely’s comments off-base about American Jews

The November 16, 2017 
article, “Letter from Jerusalem: 
Battle for the ‘pushke,’” by 
Lawrence Rifkin is inaccurate 
in that it repeatedly confuses 
Jewish National Fund (JNF-
USA) with Keren Kayemeth 
LeIsrael (KKL). 

JNF-USA is a separate, incor-
porated organization with a 
recognized 501 (c)(3) charita-
ble status by the US govern-
ment and the Internal Revenue 
Service. JNF-USA is prohibited 
by US law to engage in what the 
article suggests, which is that 
JNF-USA influences the poli-
cies and the government of the 
State of Israel. In fact, JNF-USA 
is apolitical and does not get 
involved in domestic or foreign 
issues. Additionally, JNF-USA 
has no involvement or influ-
ence in any of the policies of 
the government of the State of 
Israel. JNF-USA is a separate, 
independent entity with its own 
separate Board of Directors, 

employees, and donors.
Any proposed legislation in 

Israel to have KKL give the State 
of Israel 80 percent of its annual 
revenue to support state proj-
ects is a domestic matter taking 
place within the framework of 
Israel’s political system. JNF-
USA has no stake in this matter, 
and this issue in no way impacts 
the good work JNF-USA and its 
donors do for the land and peo-
ple of Israel. This work varies in 
scope but is singular in benefit. 
JNF-USA strives to enhance the 
quality of life of all of Israel’s 
residents which includes build-
ing thousands of parks, creat-
ing new communities and cit-
ies for generations of Israelis 
to call home, bolstering Israel’s 
water supply, helping develop 
innovative arid-agriculture 
techniques, and educating both 
young and old about the found-
ing and importance of Israel 
and Zionism. 

We hope that the continual 

referencing of KKL as JNF-USA 
will cease in all media coverage 
and that future articles refer-
encing JNF-USA as KKL will be 
carefully and routinely fixed in 
your proofreading and editing 
processes prior to publication.

Jeffrey D. Woolf
Past President

Boston Board of Directors
Jewish National Fund-USA

 
Editor’s note: 
Lawrence Rifkin was refer-

ring to Keren Kayemeth 
LeIsrael-Jewish National Fund, 
which is what the Israel-based 
Jewish National Fund roof body 
is officially called. For simplici-
ty’s sake and for the sake of 
name recognition, he referred 
to it simply as the Jewish 
National Fund, or the JNF. All 
mention of friction with the 
Israeli government and the 
threat of a tax-exempt status 
being rescinded referred solely 
to the Israeli body.

Is it Jewish National Fund (JNF-USA) or Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael?
Thank you, President Trump 

for your announcement recog-
nizing Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel. Thank you for doing 
the right thing in announc-
ing that the US Embassy will 
– as it should be – relocated to 
Jerusalem. 

Thank you for saying as you 
did that “After more than two 
decades of waivers, we are no 
closer to a lasting peace agree-
ment between Israel and the 
Palestinians. It would be folly 
to assume that repeating the 
exact same formula would now 
produce a different or better 
result. This is a long overdue 
step to advance the peace pro-
cess and to work towards a last-
ing agreement. Israel is a sover-
eign nation, with the right – like 
every other sovereign nation – 
to determine its own capital. 
Acknowledging this as a fact is a 
necessary condition for achiev-

ing peace. Today, Jerusalem is 
the seat of the modern Israeli 
government. It is the home 
of the Israeli parliament, the 
Knesset, as well as the Israeli 
Supreme Court. It is the loca-
tion of the official residences 
of the Prime Minister and the 
President. It is the headquar-
ters of many government min-
istries.”

Jerusalem is Israel’s capi-
tal and like every other nation 
in the world has the right to 
choose her own capital. This 
was a decision that was long 
overdue. At the same time, one 
must also question how Jews 
who care about the State of 
Israel can back the Democratic 
Party, which over the last 50 
years has been so clearly anti-
Israel

. 
Ronn Torossian

New York, NY

Thank you, President Trump

I read Robert Lappin’s letter 
and now understand his previ-
ous actions. His point is: Let’s 
not extend phony gestures of 
friendship to our colleagues, 
friends and neighbors. Let’s 
hate on them instead.

Why complain that 
Unitarians are showing a film 
critical of Israel’s PR tactics 
when you can accuse them of 
promoting the Holocaust here, 
(“The UU church is transform-
ing…. ‘it can’t happen here’ to 
‘it is happening here.’”) Let’s 
accuse the congregation, which 
has many Jewish members who 
are warmly embraced, of being 
just like “White Supremacist 
groups in Charlottesville” who 
killed one woman, shouted Nazi 
slogans, and beat protesters. 
Let’s encourage Marbleheaders 
to get on the phone and accuse 
Reverend von Courter of being 
a hater, a bigot, and other epi-
thets too evil to reproduce here.

When that hasn’t done 

enough harm to the camarade-
rie Marblehead churches and 
temples have worked so hard to 
achieve, suggest UU’s are imple-
menting some Replacement 
theory they’ve never heard of, 
but is probably anti-Semitic. 
Then complain bitterly that Rev. 
Wendy and Rabbi Meyer want 
to disarm the “bitter confronta-
tion” you created.

You obviously want this bit-
ter confrontation to continue 
to divide us. You clearly want to 
use our imagined “anti-Semitic 
animosity,” which as a Jewish 
member, I have never seen, to 
interfere with real debate. You 
also want to demonize looking 
at more than one side of an 
issue as scorn and rejection of 
Israel itself so you can continue 
to inflame your followers.

Can’t we stop this foolishness 
now?

Linda Weltner
Marblehead 

Let’s stop the foolishness now

Darkness greets 
us at dawn in 
December. The 

morning winds begin, 
the trees sway, the leaves 
poke through the snow 
and ice and we carry on, 
adjusting – ignoring the 
chilly gusts that seem to 
whisper something new 
each morning. There is 
much to ponder in win-
ter’s glare and shadows.

We can’t do much 
without light, and the 
gray sky that appears in November and often 
lasts until April sometimes feels like a steel 
trap. Where is the light, we wonder? The 
question will linger through the winter, but is 
never quite answered. 

But for eight nights in December, the light 
finds us after sunset. It’s in our homes, our 
shuls, in public displays in malls, and stores, 
and even on City Hall lawns. The menorah, 
which is rarely discussed throughout the 

year, suddenly takes 
center stage during 
Hanukkah. We light the 
candles, say the bless-
ings, and then stop and 
stare at the tiny flames. 
If we take a moment, 
and silence our cell-
phones, and iPads, the 
moment can be power-
ful. The light can seem-
ingly transport us any-
where our soul desires.

In the quiet of the 
darkness, the light 

brings us hope. It is a modest set of flames. 
And sometimes when we stare, another 
miracle can occur. If we stop talking for a few 
minutes, and look at the light long enough, 
our thoughts can cease – at least for a second 
or two. 

At that point, we’re left with an inexpli-
cable, otherworldly feeling. If we hold onto it, 
perhaps the light can continue on the darkest 
winter days.

Hold onto the light 
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By Lawrence Rifkin 

JERUSALEM – It’s been a year of nice, 
round anniversaries on the Zionist cal-
endar.

A full century has gone by since the 
1917 Balfour Declaration, which began 
weaving the idea of a Jewish homeland 
in Palestine into the fabric of interna-
tional resolutions and mandates that 
would emerge from the First World War.

It’s 60 years since the 1947 partition 
plan, which, after the British had grown 
weary of their responsibility for the man-
date over an embattled Palestine and 
dumped the problem into the lap of the 
United Nations, split the territory into 
two zones in which two peoples could 
declare two states (although only one 
actually followed through).

And it’s half a century since the 1967 
Six-Day War. It was an amazingly swift 
war that pitted a David against a Goliath 
and saved Israel from what could well 
have been annihilation. In the process, it 
added an important buffer of geographi-
cal depth against an Arab and Muslim 
world that grew even more intransigent, 
mostly because of the shame of a shat-
tering defeat at the hands of a people not 
particularly known (at least at the time) 
for its military prowess.

For the most part overlooked, though, 
is the fact that last week marked 30 years 
since the outbreak of the first intifada. It 
was an extended event that made Israelis 
sit up and take notice of the steep price 
involved in maintaining control over 
hundreds of thousands of people – many 
of them violently restive – who had come 
with those lands occupied in 1967.

Clearly, it’s not an anniversary that 
should elicit fond memories or com-
memorations.

Certainly, there had been violence in 

the two decades since the Israel Defense 
Forces captured the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. But as I wrote in a diary at the time, 
the Palestinians, starting in December 
1987, “had never exploded with such 
sustained rage.”

The trigger for the rage can be traced 
to a traffic accident in which an IDF 
tank transporter crashed into a row of 
Palestinian vehicles at a crossing point 
into the Gaza Strip, killing four people, 
three of them residents of Jabaliya, one 
of the area’s largest refugee camps. 

Almost immediately, rioting broke 
out in Jabaliya, stoked in great part by 
rumors that the accident had been no 
accident. Soldiers not particularly well 
trained in riot control used live ammu-
nition. One Palestinian was killed and 
many others were hurt.

Quickly, the rioting spread to other 

areas of the Gaza Strip, and also to the 
West Bank. Just as quickly, the IDF dis-
covered that it was sorely short of troops 
capable of dealing with the riots, so it 
began throwing in units trained solely 
for more conventional warfare – with 
predictable results.

“Between patrols, we’d debate the 
merits of the army’s anti-riot policies, 
and some of the men in the unit would 
say that staying out of 
the neighborhoods and 
maintaining a low pro-
file would best main-
tain the quiet,” I wrote 
in a memoir about 
the month early in the 
intifada that my unit, 
a combat engineering 
battalion specializing in 
explosives, spent in Rafah, at the south-
ern end of the Gaza Strip.

“On the surface it was convincing: 
Since the rocks were being thrown when 
we went into the neighborhoods, there 
would be no rocks if we stayed out. 
But we soon found that the Palestinians 
wanted the confrontations, and if we 
didn’t go to them on our own, they’d do 
everything they could to draw us in. It 
was like getting the mountain to come to 
Muhammad….”

You might say I was far more comfort-
able handling TNT than I was address-
ing some of the stranger things I saw in 
Rafah.

“On a day I happened to be carry-
ing an M16 with rubber bullets, a youth 
of about 15 darted from an alley just 
10 meters behind me and prepared to 
throw a rock. I pointed my weapon at his 
belly and he promptly dove back into the 
alley – only to reemerge, half-dragging 
an elderly woman by the collar and hold-

ing her between us. The kid was actually 
smiling. I hesitated and then charged, 
which must have stunned him, for he let 
the woman go and ran.

“I fully expected the woman to turn 
toward the fleeing teenager, her fist shak-
ing in the air, a twisted mouth pouring 
forth invective. Instead, as she trudged 
back into the alley, she gave me a look 
that said there was nothing these people 
could do to one another that would 
evoke the hatred they saved for Israelis.”

It took years for things to return to 
normal, which is to say a situation in 
which rank and file Palestinians seemed 
to tire of the confrontations and Israel 
could say with some certainly that it was 
back in control. Yet it led to a sea change 
in the way the defense establishment 
looked at its primary missions.

The IDF soon raised and trained an 
entire brigade of conscripts earmarked 
specifically for keeping the peace in the 
territories. It would be augmented by 
other standing brigades rotated in and 
out as necessary.

And just as the Camp David Accords 
and the Israeli-Egyptian peace agree-
ment could trace their roots to the 1973 
Yom Kippur War, so the first intifada 
planted the seeds for the Madrid Peace 
Conference.

Aside from a lukewarm effort in 
Geneva in 1973, the 1991 gathering was 

notable for being the 
first major effort to 
solve Israel’s dispute 
with the Palestinians, 
but perhaps even more 
for the fact that Israeli 
prime minister Yitzhak 
Shamir – no faint-
hearted liberal he – felt 
compelled to attend. If 

anything, Madrid led two years later to 
the back-channeled Oslo Accords – as 
faulty as they were and forgotten as 
they’ve become – under foreign min-
ister Shimon Peres and Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin.

Aside from some minor agreements 
hammered out in the mid-to-late 1990s 
and early years of the new millennium, 
as well as the 2005 Israeli withdrawal 
from the Gaza Strip, which was an entire-
ly unilateral decision, a spasmodic peace 
process has now largely bogged down to 
the point where it might take another 
intifada to unstick it – with or without 
President Donald Trump’s recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. The events 
starting in December 1987 woke up a 
largely complacent Israel to the fact that 
the issue was about people just as much 
– if not more – than territory.

Lawrence Rifkin is a Jerusalem-based 
journalist. 

It’s not an  
anniversary that should 
elicit fond memories or 

commemorations.

Intifada: Turning point in an occupation
Starting in December 1987, Palestinians “had never exploded with such sustained rage.”

Young Palestinians during a demonstration in January, 1988.

Palestinians protest in the first intifada in 1987.

It seems that Mr. Lappin con-
tinues to equate support of BDS 
with hatred of Jews. That equa-
tion is not true. 

Given that no negotia-
tions between Israel and the 
Palestinians have made any 
progress toward a just outcome 
between the groups, it is entire-
ly reasonable and legitimate 
that the Palestinian civil society 
has chosen to advocate boycott 
divestment and sanctions, BDS, 
as a non-violent, economic way 
to pressure the Israeli govern-
ment to change its policies of 
military occupation and settle-
ment expansion. If the Israeli 
government changed its poli-
cies BDS would no longer con-
tinue. 

Israel may have many vir-

tues, but its treatment of the 
Palestinians on the West Bank, 
over which it has absolute con-
trol is neither democratic nor 
humane. People’s homes are 
demolished, their olive groves 
are destroyed, rock-throwing 
children are grabbed from their 
beds in the middle of the night 
by the IDF and water is rationed 
to their communities. Gaza has 
become an open-air prison. 

Having been there and visit-
ed several of their churches and 
mosques I can testify to the fact 
that I did not experience any of 
the hatred of which Mr. Lappin 
speaks. Our churches support of 
BDS is not anti-Semitism.

Carolyn Corzine
Marblehead 

Marblehead UU’s support of  
BDS is not anti-Semitism

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR



By Larry Constantine
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

The Islamic Center of Boston 
is not in Boston; it’s in Wayland. 
Founded in Cambridge in 1979, 
the Center moved to the west-
ern suburbs in 1986. On the 
other side of Boston Post Road, 
a four-minute walk away, is 
Temple Shir Tikvah, a Reform 
synagogue started in 1978. 
In 2001, things changed. The 
tragic events of 9/11 spurred a 
remarkable journey across the 
road and over a longer cultural 
distance between two commu-
nities, two cultures. In the after-
math of 9/11, members of Shir 
Tikvah and the Islamic Center 
convened to issue a joint state-
ment of mutual support.

The story of the 15-year jour-
ney that followed was shared 

by members of both communi-
ties in a breakout session at the 
recent biennial meeting of the 
Union for Reform Judaism. From 
the Islamic Center came Saadia 
Husain Baloch, outreach coor-
dinator, Seeme Moreira, public 
relations and events coordina-
tor, and Dr. Malik Khan, past 
president. They were joined by 
Joyce Pastor, chair of communal 
relations at Shir Tikvah, along 
with Marilyn Newman, trustee 
of adult engagement and adult 
education, and Cantor Hollis 
Schachner.

The close connection and 
collaboration between their 
communities evident today did 
not happen overnight. It was 
the result of a slow and steady 
process that was not without 
missteps and hiccups along the 
way.

With twenty-twenty hind-
sight, it seems that early 
encounters may have too quick-
ly focused on pointed questions 
and detailed sharing of theo-
logical differences. The commu-
nities discovered that familiarity 
and trust needed to come first, 
that educational efforts should 
emphasize commonalities and 
shared perspectives more than 
divergent finer points. 

Congregants learned they 
had more in common than had 
been assumed, not only in their 
belief in one God, but also in 
common cultural experiences. 
“Kids on both sides of the road 
complain just as much about 
having to take religious instruc-
tion,” said one panelist. 

One member of the Islamic 
Center described the connec-
tion with the Temple as so estab-
lished that it is sometimes taken 
for granted. “Still, we need more 
of this [interfaith experience]. 
Over one weekend, I attended 
the confirmation of the daugh-
ter of a Catholic friend, then a 
bar mitzvah on Saturday, and 
finally prayer at the Islamic 
Center. This sort of thing should 
be more common.”

That the panel comprised 
five women and one man 
was not without significance. 
Women played pivotal roles 
in building bridges between 
the two faith communities, 
starting with a local chapter 

of Daughters of Abraham, an 
interfaith book club with 17 
chapters in Massachusetts and 
an equal number scattered 
across the country. Founded 
to bring together women of 
the three Abrahamic faiths – 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam 
– Daughters of Abraham cre-
ates opportunities to read and 
discuss books about faith and 
practice and for women of dif-
fering faiths to know each other 
better. Out of small group meet-
ings, one-on-one encounters, 
and adult education classes, the 
Temple and the Islamic Center 
eventually reached a stage 
where they can join together 
for a Friday night service and 

dinner. “Another thing we 
share,” one panelist explained, 
“is a common love for Middle 
Eastern food.”

The short formal presenta-
tions by each of the panelists 
were followed by an extended 
question-and-answer session, 
out of which emerged some 
consensus on takeaways for 
any congregations seeking to 
emulate such radical outreach. 
The panelists counseled to pro-
ceed slowly and allow time for 
members on both sides to get to 
know each other and build com-
fort. They suggested focusing on 
commonalities and shared val-
ues before delving into differ-
ences. Other suggestions: meet 
in small groups initially before 
scheduling larger community 
events; and create a woman’s 
group, which was especially 
effective in building bridges. 
Also, never underestimate the 
power of sharing food.

Despite warm connections 
and deepened bonds, members 
have also learned that some 
topics may best be left at the 
door. At joint events they have 
found, for instance, it is best not 
talk about Israel.

 Larry Constantine is a  
freelance journalist and  
photographer. 
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Jews and Muslims cross the road – and the divide

Panelists (from left): Malik Khan, Seeme Moreira, Marilyn Newman, 
Saadia Baloch, Joyce Pastor

The Islamic Center of Boston in Wayland.



By Eliana Rudee
JNS.ORG

To take the pulse of the holy 
city’s mood following US recog-
nition of Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital as well as Trump’s 
announcement of plans to 
move the American embassy 
there, JNS spoke with various 
Jerusalemites from east to west 
and from natives to immigrants. 

Some of the civilians inter-
viewed in this article requested 
that only their first names be 
used due to concern of being 
associated with the opinions 
they expressed.

Enthusiastically supportive
Adam Berkowitz, an author 

and journalist, said it is “unde-
niable that Jerusalem is Israel’s 
eternal capital, but when Trump 
recognized our national will, it 
was empowering. We are the 
only country in the world for 
which there is an international 
discussion about our choice in 
capitals. And America is finally 
aligned with us in that.”

Rabbi Danny Schiff, 57, the 
Jerusalem-based Foundation 
Scholar for the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Pittsburgh, is in favor 
of moving the US embassy to 
Jerusalem “forthwith,” although 
Trump’s announcement repre-
sented the start of preparations 
for the relocation rather than an 
immediate move.

“Threats of violence should 
not prevent the United States 
from doing the right thing,” 
Schiff said. “And the right thing 
is to allow any country – Israel 
included –to determine its cap-
ital, and to have that capital 
recognized by the international 
community via the appropriate 
location of the embassy.”

Schiff’s support of a swift 
embassy move comes with 
a caveat – that at this time, 
given the international dispute 
regarding Israel’s control over 
a reunified Jerusalem since 

the Six-Day War, a Jerusalem 
embassy should be located in 
pre-1967 Jerusalem.

Concerned about security
“Rash decisions can have 

deadly effects, I just hope this 
one doesn’t inspire too much 
violence,” said Andrew Pico, 26, 
a student and peace activist.

Last Friday, thousands of 
Palestinians rioted in Jerusalem, 
the West Bank and Gaza during 
a “day of rage” in response to 
Trump’s announcement.

“We’re all on the same side 
here,” Pico said. “We’re all vic-
tims of leaders who seek to  

By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON – Right now Boston 
does not have a Jewish theater 
company, but the Jewish Arts 
Collaborative (JArts) hopes to 
change that. Evolving from the 
New Center for Arts and Culture 
and the Boston Jewish Musical 
Festival, JArts has sought to 
serve as a catalyst for the devel-
opment of such a company 
with a Jewish theater series. 
This past June it held a staged 
reading of the 2014 honored 
play “God’s Honest Truth’” by 
Renee Calarco featuring award-
winning actress Annette Miller 
(“Golda’s Balcony”). Now the 
Newton collaborative will pres-
ent a reading of ‘’Bar Mitzvah 
Boy,’’ an award-winning drama 
by Canadian writer Mark 
Leiren-Young (the Shakespeare-
inspired play “Shylock”) at the 
Fenway Community Center. 
Director Becky Price recently 
spoke to the Journal about the 
Collaborative’s series and the 
play.

“This series,” she explained, 
“was created to facilitate conver-
sation about Jewish theater and 
how it connects with our own 
lives.” Price found such a combi-
nation of conversation and con-
nection in Leiren-Young’s play. 
The Brighton-based reader and 

script judge with a bachelors in 
theater education from Emerson 
and a masters in directing from 
Roosevelt University revealed 
that “This (“Bar Mitzvah Boy”) 
is a play I selected and then 
realized it was the (2017) Jewish 
Playwriting Project winner (cho-
sen out of 219 submissions).” In 
fact, she learned, “He (Leiren-
Young) was excited that we had 
selected his play independent of 
the JPP list.’’

It’s not hard to see why “Bar 

Mitzvah Boy” is a play of distinc-
tion. Leiren-Young’s 2017 one-
act drama (projected at about an 
hour’s length in performance) 
smartly interweaves two very 
different tapestries – the quest 
of mid-60’s secular Jewish law-
yer Joey Brant for a bar mitzvah 
ceremony and new purpose and 
the struggle of early 40’s Rabbi 
Michael Levitz Sharon to find her 
way and sustain her faith as she 
copes with her daughter Rachel’s 
terminal cancer. Along the way, 

Joey gains important insight 
about being part of the Jewish 
community as well as Torah, 
Tefilin, prayer and Hebrew. At 
the same time, Michael tests 
her long-standing belief in God 
and her understanding of Torah 
stories like creation and Noah’s 
ark as rich sources of metaphor. 
Besides strong characterization 
and fine dramatic development, 
“Bar Mitzvah Boy’’ features lively 
banter – for example, discus-
sion about Judaism’s view of 
evolution- and ironic humor 
– including Joey’s reference to 
Tefilin and the verses inside as 
a kind of original Crackerjack 
Box. Important unseen figures 
like brave Rachel and Michael’s 
enigmatic husband Daniel are 
vividly detailed in the backstory 
and sidebar-like moments of 
this essentially two-character 
play (with only occasional com-
ment from offstage Sherry in the 
Rabbi’s office). 

Price’s insights on the char-
acters tied in significantly with 
their respective odysseys. “She’s 
on a path downward and he’s 

on a path upward,” she noted. 
‘He very clearly doesn’t want 
to be talked down to, and she 
meets him where he’s at.” As 
it turns out, the actors play-
ing Michael and Joey are also 
a study in contrast. DeDe 
Jacobs-Komisar, who plays the 
cap-wearing Rabbi,”does cover 
her hair in real life,’’ Price said. 
She is also an arts administra-
tor at the Huntington Theatre 
Company. “Stuart Hecht, who 
plays the lawyer, “Price pointed 
out, “is a professor of the history 
of the Jews and musical theater 
at Boston College.” The director 
will be reading stage directions 
at Fenway Community Center.  

Price, who sees the JArts 
Collaborative “working through 
a Jewish lens,’’ hopes to do a 
full staging of ‘Bar Mitzvah Boy” 
someday.

“Bar Mitzvah Boy,” Fenway 
Community Center, Boston,  
Dec. 18. jartsboston.org; Open: 
The Festival of New Jewish 
Theater, New York, June 11-24. 
jewishplayproject.org.
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‘Bar Mitzvah Boy’ set to open at Fenway Community Center

Photo courtesy of JPP Development
Prayer and conversation highlight ‘Bar Mitzvah Boy’ 

Jerusalem’s residents discuss Trump’s policy change 

continued on page 16



concerns. In separating today’s 
decisions from a broader strat-
egy, they may well undercut the 
administration’s peace process 
efforts and risk destabilizing the 
region. We do, however, com-
mend the president for affirm-
ing the importance of moving 
the peace process forward, and 
clarifying that these decisions 
are not intended to restrict final 
status decisions of the Israelis 
and Palestinians – including the 
borders of Israeli sovereignty 
in Jerusalem and border issues 
generally.”

From the first plenary on 
Wednesday night, opened 
by Governor Charlie Baker, 
to the closing breakout ses-
sions on Sunday morning, the 
mood was one of celebration 
and determination punctu-
ated by upbeat musical inter-
ludes and revivalist calls for 
action. Mixing back-patting 
plugs for the Commonwealth 
with observations on our trying 
times, Governor Baker, noted 
that when the New England 
Holocaust Memorial was built 
in 1995, prudent planners set 

aside extra panes of glass against 
the possibility of vandalism. For 
more than 20 years, the panes 
lay in storage until the two anti-
Semitic incidents last summer.

The featured speaker of the 
evening was Rev. Dr. William 
J. Barber, founder of Repairers 
of the Breach and leader of the 
just-launched Poor People’s 
Campaign, who told the crowd 
that he had come to “wrestle.” 

He spoke of  “the call and 
response of American history,” 
in which eras of progress in jus-
tice and equality have been fol-
lowed by regression and oppres-
sion. Citing the prophets, he 
argued that the shocking rate of 
poverty and the growing wealth 
divide are not economic issues, 
not political or partisan matters, 
but moral issues. “I think,” he 
remarked, “it was Brother Isaiah 
who said in chapter 10, verse 1, 
‘Woe unto those who legislate 
evil, robbing the poor of their 
rights and withholding justice 
from the oppressed.’”

It was Martin Luther King, he 
noted, who described America 
as suffering from a “high blood 

pressure of creeds and an ane-
mia of deeds.” Calling for a 
national moral revival, Rev. 
Barber said America truly needs 
a poor people’s campaign. “The 

war on poverty was not lost. We 
left the field of battle.”

The following night, Israeli 
author David Grossman, 2017 
winner of the Man Booker 
International Prize, was hon-
ored with the Eisendrath Bearer 
of Light Award for his contribu-
tions to Israeli society. In accept-
ing the award, he noted that 
Israel as a democratic nation 
must decide its own future, but 
American Jews have a stake in 
that future. As advocates for plu-
ralism, progressive Jews have a 
right, even a responsibility, to 
have their own vision for Israel 
and to raise their own voices 
in expression of that vision. 
Grossman believes it is disin-
genuous for Israelis to object to 
American “interference” when 
they, in turn, are so involved 
with the United States.

URJ President Rabbi Rick 
Jacobs drew laughter and 
repeated applause in a wide 
ranging presentation as he reit-
erated and elaborated on the 
themes of the conference – com-
munity, action, diversity, inno-
vation, and faith. 

Throughout the days, music 
from the Jewish Rock Radio 
soundstage filled an exhibit 
hall peppered with publishers 
and dotted with color-soaked 
displays of Judaica. Over 100 
booths touted everything from 
Reform-centered tours of Israel 
to colorful matzohs imprinted 
with edible inks, from Judaica 
blending native South African 
with Jewish themes to apps 
for finding the nearest Reform 
shul anywhere in the world. 
And there was no shortage of 
tchotchkes.  PJ Radio, the lat-
est launch from PJ Library, the 
homegrown program for young 
families now gone national, 
even offered a kid-friendly soft 
speaker and smartphone holder 
for the younger set.

A fitting bookend to the 
opening ceremonies, the last 
plenary before Shabbat fea-
tured Massachusetts Senator 
Elizabeth Warren, who thanked 

the group for their commitment 
to progressive causes and for 
“inviting a Methodist to share in 
the celebration.” In an unabash-
edly political presentation, the 
senator commented on a grow-
ing loss of civility and the under-
mining of basic facts. “I never 
thought we would ever need a 
modifier to the word facts, as in 
‘true facts’ or ‘facti-facts’ so they 
don’t get confused with ‘alterna-
tive facts.’” 

The climax of the meeting’s 
orientation to social action was 
the vote on six resolutions, and 
all passed unanimously. In rec-
ognition of both the historic 
significance and urgency of the 
global refugee crisis, the first 
resolution called for more sup-
port for resettlement and mak-
ing more resources available for 
immigrants. In pursuit of racial 
justice, one resolution called for, 
among other initiatives, deep-
ening partnerships across racial 
lines and countering dispropor-
tionate incarceration. A resolu-
tion on school discipline and 
academic climate advocated 
for evidence-based approaches 
to fair and even-handed disci-
pline and reduced use of force 
in schools. In the spirit of tik-
kun olam, the resolution on 
addressing impacts of climate 
change encourages congrega-
tions to act locally, to advocate 
for legislative and regulatory 
action, and to promote inter-
national cooperation. The reso-
lution on student-on-student 
sexual violence focused on con-
sent and healthy relationships 
and argued for best practices 
in reporting and handling of 
sexual violence cases on cam-
puses. Finally, the resolution 
on redistricting reaffirmed the 
right to vote and for equality of 
representation and advocated 
for ensuring the integrity of the 
2020 census and for fair and bal-
anced redistricting.

Larry Constantine is a  
freelance journalist and  
photographer. 
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Reform Jews gather in Boston for Biennial meeting
from page 1
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Governor Baker opening first 
plenary.

“The war on poverty was not lost,” said Rev. Dr. Barber.

Senator Elizabeth Warren addressed the assembly.
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Looking Ahead
DECEMBER 15-16
OUTREACH PROGRAM Rabbi Isaacs, named one of America’s 
Most Inspiring Rabbis by the Jewish Daily Forward in 2014, will be 
the guest speaker at Lexington Temple Emunah’s annual outreach 
(Keruv) program. Sabbath services will begin 5:30 Friday evening, 
followed by dinner.  Rabbi Isaacs will discuss the Institute for Small 
Town Judaism, as well as her adventures as a Maine rabbi. Temple 
Emunah, 9 Piper Rd., Lexington. templeemunah.org. 781-861-0300.

LUNCH AND LEARN-FRIDAY Embraced by an Angel: The Jewish 
View of Angels in our Tradition and in our lives. Michele Tamaren 
will talk about angels in the Torah, prayers, songs, and mystical 
teachings, and how we can invite them to be our personal guides.  
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Registration required by December 12th by 
calling 781-631-8330. $10. JCCNS, 4 Community Rd., Marblehead.

MCCPS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS Marblehead Community 
Charter Public School begins accepting applications for the 2018-
2019 school year. Serving grades 4-8, Marblehead Charter promotes 
the integration of knowledge and its application to everyday life with 
thematic units based on essential questions and understanding goals. 
The deadline for applications is February 15, 2018. The lottery will be 
held February 28, 2018. To apply, visit marbleheadcharter.com. Print 
applications are also available at the school, located at 17 Lime St., 
Marblehead, or call 781-631-0777.

DECEMBER 16
HANUKKAH HOP AND KIDS NIGHT Event includes childcare, crafts 
to give as gifts for the holidays, dinner, treats and a dance party for 
the older kids.  Please RSVP to Melissa Caplan at mcaplan@jccns.
com. Please bring/provide at least one roll of wrapping paper! 5 – 8 
p.m. for  4th-6th graders; 5 – 9 p.m. for 6th graders and up. $30 per 
child for kids ages 4 to 6th grade and $10 per per person for 6th 
grade and older. JCCNS, 4 Community Rd., Marblehead.

SALEM MENORAH LIGHTING with Mayor Kim Driscoll on the 
5th night of Hanukkah for the 6th Annual Salem Hanukkah Party! 
Greetings from Mayor Kim Driscoll! Doughnuts; Latkes; Hot Apple 
CiderMusical Havdalah. Open to the entire North Shore Community. 
Free. In case of inclement weather the Salem Menorah Lighting 
will be held at 120 Washington St., 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Lappin Park, 
Washington St.

PJ LIBRARY HANUKKAH HAVDALAH PARTY Families with young 
children are invited to join us to celebrate Hanukkah and Havdalah 
with stories, music, crafts, latkes and dessert! Temple B’Nai 
Abraham, 200 E Lothrop St., Beverly. 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Free. RSVPs 
requested to Phyllis Osher at posher@lappinfoundation.org or call 
978-740-4404. Walk-ins are welcome.

The 34th annual public ceremony lighting the largest Hanukkah Menorah in 
New England is taking place on historic Boston Common. The towering 

22-foot Menorah (candelabra) is topped by kerosene lanterns and 
reached by a hydraulic elevator. The Menorah, located adjacent 
to the Park Street MBTA station, will be lit for the rest of 8 nights 

of Chanukah December 15 – 2:30 p.m.; December 16 - 7 p.m.; 
December 17 – 4 p.m.; December 18 19 – 5 p.m.

GRAND HANUKKAH MENORAH ON THE BOSTON COMMON

DEC
12 - 18

7th Annual Run-a-Latke 5K and 
Chanukah Party Everyone 

loves Hanukkah! Run a fast, 
flat 5K along Swampscott’s scenic 

shoreline and enjoy latkes and donuts 
at the finish! Kids’ activities during the race 
followed by a menorah lighting. The Hanukkah 
party is free. Chabad Lubavitch of the North 
Shore, 44 Burrill St., Swampscott. $25 - 
runner; $75 - family of 4+.

DEC
17



DECEMBER 16
TAA HANUKKAH PARTY 

Hanukkah Party celebrating 
the spirit and strength of the 
TAA community. Lobster Trap 
Menorah lighting, followed by 
a “bring-your-own-menorah” 
lighting event, food, a wine bar, 
stories, songs. Donation is $10/
adult, children under 13 are free. 
RSVP at taagloucester.org. 86 
Middle St., Gloucester.

HANUKKAH CELEBRATION 
PARTY Bring Your Favorite 
Menorah to Temple Emmanuel of 
Wakefield.  There will be stories 
and songs, a holiday craft and a 
light supper with latkes. Dreidle 
games too. RSVP to Ken & Jen:  
Jennifer@monger.net or 781-
245-1886. 5 p.m. 120 Chestnut 
St., Wakefield.

SALEM WINTER MARKET A 
seasonal extension of the Salem 
Farmers’ Market. 1 –  5 p.m. in 
the Museum Place Mall, 2E India 
Square Mall, Salem.

DECEMBER 17
HANUKKAH CELEBRATION 
Celebrate the Festival of Lights 
with Congregation Dorshei 
Tzedek. Begins with candle-
lighting and Hanukkah songs 

at 4:30 p.m. – bring your own 
menorah and candles for lighting 
- followed by workshops at 5 
p.m., including cooking, crafts, 
and text study! Latke dinner at 
6 p.m. For more information, 
call 617-965-0330 or email 
info@dorsheitzedek.org. 60 
Highland St., West Newton. 
dorsheitzedek.org.

“FROZEN” HANUKKAH third 
annual “Frozen” Hanukkah, back 
by popular demand! Celebrate 
Hanukkah with the Cambridge/
Charlestown/Somerville Jewish 
community at Kendall Ice 
Skating. Enjoy this Hanukkah 
celebration with latkes and 
donuts, Hanukkah crafts, and 
a special appearance by Olaf! 
11 a.m. - 1p.m. Community Ice 
Skating @ Kendall Square, 300 
Athenaeum St., Cambridge. 
$10 per family. RSVP at 
jewishcambridge.org/Hanukkah.

ANNUAL CHESS 
TOURNAMENT Cup of the 
Maccabees. All levels are 
welcome and you can win The 
Cup and $125. Participation: 
$15; $10 for students and 
senior citizens. 12:30 p.m. At 
Center Makor, 384 Harvard 
St., Brookline. Register at 
centermakor.org.

LATKES & VODKAS 
HANUKKAH PARTY 

for singles ages 45-65. Annual 
Hanukkah celebration on the 
6th night of Hanukkah. A 
fun-filled evening with spirits, 
dinner & latkes, live music, 
candle lighting and socializing. 
Cost is $36 per person and is 
non-refundable. Free parking 
available. Details and location 
(in Newton) will be sent to 
those who register 3 days 
prior to the event at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/latkes-
vodkas-Hanukkah-party-

tickets-39832153042. Contact 
Marilyn Goldman at marilyn.
goldman@comcast.net or 
781-789-7345 if you have any 
questions. 

DECEMBER 18
TORAH CLASS WITH RABBI 
DAVID COHEN-HENRIQUEZ 
Add your voice to centuries of 
commentaries in this engaging 
and exciting class led by Rabbi 
David Cohen-Henriquez. This 
Torah class meets Mondays 
at 7:30 p.m. If you have any 
questions, call 781-631-
2763 or visit our website 
templesinaiweb.org. Free. 
Temple Sinai, 1 Community Rd., 
Marblehead.

DECEMBER 19
HANUKKAH CELEBRATION 
Congregation Shirat Hayam 

celebrates Hanukkah with 
Hanukkiah lighting, latkes, 
salad bar, make your own 
edible Hanukkiah and more! 
5:30 - 7 p.m.  Open to the 
community. 55 Atlantic Ave., 
Swampscott. 781-599-8005; 
csh@ShiratHayam.org

DECEMBER 20
JEWISH MYSTICISM part 4 
with Rabbi Greg. Kabbalah - 
Rabbi Shimon BarYochai/Moshe 
De Leon, 7:30 p.m.. Interested 
folks may attend even if they did 
not attend previous sessions.  
No charge. Temple Emmanuel, 
120 Chestnut St.  Wakefield. For 
more information call 781-245-
1886, info@WakefieldTemple.
org. WakefieldTemple.org.

MENORAH LIGHING IN 
REVERE Lookout for a Beautiful 
Hanukkah Menorah displayed 
right outside the historical 
Revere City Hall  3 p.m. Menorah 
Lighting, hot lLatkes, jelly 
donuts, hot apple cider. For more 
information and to RSVP email 
sf@nsjewish.com. 

DECEMBER 21
THE DECEMBER DILEMMA 
Adult Education series with 
Rabbi Richard Perlman. 7 p.m. 
Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell 
St., Peabody. 978-532-1293. 
templenertamid.org.

DECEMBER 23

GREAT NIGHT OF JAZZ  
hear the Rhea Simon Jazz 
Trio performing holiday jazz at 
the colonial inn in Concord, 
MA. Fun musical party in 
the forge tavern from 7:30  – 
10:30 p.m.  Featuring: Steve 
Hershman on piano; Dave 
Clark on bass; Rhea Simon 
on vocals/percussion. The 
Colonial Inn is located at 48 
Monument Square, Concord, 
MA. 978-369-9200. Delicious 
bar menu and no cover.

JANUARY 6
SOUTHERN RAIL IN 
WAKEFIELD Bluegrass is 
back. Celebrating over thirty 
years of performing, their 
performances are high-energy 
exuberant fun with riveting 
harmonies, irrepressible humor 
and sparkling banjo, mandolin, 
and guitar solo work.   Bluegrass 
with a touch of gospel makes 
for a toe-tapping evening. 
Reservations are recommended 
by calling 781-246-2836 or 
LindenTree85@comcast.net  
Doors open at 7:30.  Tickets 
are $20 (those under 18, $10) 
Cash or check is accepted as 
payment. 8 p.m. Linden Tree 
Coffeehouse at  Unitarian-
Universalist Church of Wakefield, 
326 Main St., Wakefield. 
Reservations/information: 
LindenTreeCoffeehouse.org.

Week of Friday, Dec 15 through Thursday, Dec 21, 2017

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

FERDINAND (PG) 
Fri: (4:30), 7:00, 9:30

Sat: (11:30 AM), (2:00),  
(4:30), 7:00, 9:30

Sun: (11:30 AM), (2:00), (4:30), 7:00
Mon - Thu: (4:15), 6:45

STAR WARS: 
THE LAST JEDI (PG-13) No passes

Fri: 6:45 PM
Sat & Sun: (12:15), 6:45

Mon - Thu: 7:00 PM

STAR WARS: 
THE LAST JEDI 3D (PG-13) No passes

Fri & Sat: (3:30), 10:00
Sun: (3:30 PM)

Mon - Thu: (4:00 PM)

MY FRIEND DAHMER (R) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

Fri: (4:35), 7:20, 9:20
Sat: (2:40), (4:35), 7:20, 9:20
Sun: (11:45 AM), (4:35), 7:20

Mon - Thu: (4:35), 7:20

THREE BILLBOARDS 
OUTSIDE EBBING, MISSOURI (R) 

Fri: (4:45), 7:15, 9:40
Sat: (11:15 AM), (1:45), (4:45), 7:15, 9:40

Sun: (11:15 AM), (1:45), (4:45), 7:15
Mon - Thu: (4:45), 7:15

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR)  
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

 Fri: 6:30 PM
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 6:30
Mon - Thu: 6:30 PM

Visit our website for other showtimes

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA   |   781.289.3672
By Appointment   |   Entrance at Rear of House   |   Major Credit Cards

*Selected merchandise, prior purchases & special orders excluded

SHOP Easy! SHOP Smart!

For the fi nest col lec tion of
Casual Da y ti me Wear

to Black Tie Party Wear

HOLIDAY BLOWOUT 
SALE!*

Sweaters • Pants • Tops
and much more!

Extraordinary, Contemporary Clothing  
for Today’s Woman

To All Our Friends from Lauralee

Selma’sSince 1948
Selma’s

11 Main Street, Peabody
Sun - Wed 6 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Thurs - Sat 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Featuring Home Cooked Greek & American Cuisine At it’s Finest

978-717-5578  |   www.brotherspeabody.com

Present this coupon to receive
$5.00 OFF

your next order of $25.00 or more
Expires December 31, 2017

is
Domestic abuse

a Jewish Issue
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REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

Weaver OrthOdOntics
Orthodontics for Adults, Adolescents and Children

DR. BUCK WEAVER  /  DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street  / Swampscott 01907

781-581-1550  /  www.weaverortho.com

HEARING

Doctor Trusted, Patient Voted #1
600 Loring Avenue, Salem, MA

978-607-0062 • renewhearing.net

Personalized home care services 
from 1-hour a week to 24-hrs a day

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

781-245-1880  abchhp.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

HEALTH SERVICES

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

PRIVATE DUTY CARE	
	

	

	
	
	
	

Concierge Level Home Care 
	
	

Case	Management	
Medical	Escort	

	

Memory	Care	•	Personal	Care	
	

Meticulous	Staff	Selection	
Companions	•	Home	Health	Aides	

LPNs	•	RNs	
	

Providing	Up	to	24/7	Care	
	

Fully	Bonded	and	Insured	
	

8	Cherry	Street	•	Danvers,	MA	01923	
978-500-5161	

AberdeenHomeCareInc.com	
	

Specializing in Private Duty Home Care Since 2001 

	

ELDER SERVICES

Serving Danvers, Marblehead, Salem,  
Middleton & Peabody Since 1976 

978-750-4540     www.nselder.org 

Information, Support & Services for  
our local area older adults 

To advertise in The Jewish Journal’s 

HEALTH SERVICES DIRECTORY
contact Lois: lois@jewishjournal.org

or Marcy: marcy@jewishjournal.org

 or call 978-745-4111

What’s better, to be part of 
a small minority invoking the 
traditions of your people, or be 
the majority where everyone is 
doing it? Solving that riddle is 
a good part of why I’ve been 
celebrating Hanukkah in Israel 
for the last 32 years instead of in 
New England.

T h o s e 
of us who 
have cho-
sen Israel 
over the 
place we 

grew up have, in many instanc-
es, left behind saddened par-
ents and family and a strong 
sense of being American for a 
chance to be part of the grand 
rebirth of the Jewish homeland. 
An Israel – with the oft-quoted 
promise by David Ben-Gurion 
that when it “has prostitutes and 
thieves, we’ll be a state just like 
any other.”

Well, we’ve fulfilled his proph-
ecy, but what has happened to 
Jewish identity along the way? 
For me, living in a country with 
a Jewish majority has become, 
dare I say it, ordinary. Gone are 
the days when I would marvel at 
crowds on the street or passen-
gers on a bus and think “This is 
amazing, they’re all Jewish!”

Now more often than not, 
instead of being colorful and 
vibrant Jews, they’re pushy and 

noisy Israelis. I don’t really care 
that the driver who just cut me 
off or the surly cashier is one of 
the Tribe – they’re just annoy-
ing people who would be irritat-
ing whether they were Irish or 
Scandinavian.

The lustrous Superman 
Teflon that used to get them a 
free pass because they’re Jewish 
in a Jewish state has become 
torn and frayed, as the high-
octane emotions and daily grind 
of life in Israel has turned the 
can’t-do-wrong Sabras into very 
human and flawed people.

Then, something like 
Hanukkah comes around – and 
just like that, you get dragged 
back in to what attracted you 
in the first place. The songs are 
seeping out of every store, the 
bakeries are bursting with jelly 
doughnuts like the regular on 
steroids, workplaces take time 
out to light the hanukkiyah, and 
again you feel like you’re part of 
a people.

That’s all great for those of 
us that chose to live here, but, 
unless you’re religiously obser-
vant, how can you instill a sense 
of Jewish identity in your kids? 
Especially when all of the ele-
ments that would be at your 
disposal in a Diaspora environ-
ment are – in Israel – symbols of 
national identity?

It’s not easy, as we have dis-

covered with our four children 
– ages 28 to 16. All of them were 
born and raised in Israel speak-
ing Hebrew and going through 
the school system and, for three 
of them, the army. They’re all 
proudly Israelis. But Jewishly 
oriented?  As Larry David might 
say, “Not so much.”

For them, the yearly cycle 
of Jewish holidays is the regu-
lar calendar, not a parallel one 
that exists alongside the secular 
calendar. Public transportation 
shutting down for Shabbat and 
kashrut in the Israel Defense 
Forces are just natural exten-
sions of their national identity. 
Jewish? Israeli? For many Israelis, 
it sort of merges into one.

We know we live in trepi-
dation, that as adults building 
their own lives, one of them may 
decide that being Israeli isn’t 
enough of a reason to remain 
in Israel.

Will I shed a tear if one of my 
kids turns the tables on me and, 
like I did with my parents, move 
across the world away from the 
life I envisioned for them?  Of 
course.  But I’ll at least find some 
solace in knowing that when 
Hanukkah comes around, they’ll 
know all the words to “Maoz 
Tzur.”

David Brinn grew up in 
Maine, and is a Jerusalem-based 
journalist.

Hanukkah in Israel
from page 1

MONDAYS 
TORAH CLASS WITH RABBI DAVID 
COHEN-HENRIQUEZ Add your voice 
to centuries of commentaries in this 
engaging and exciting class led by 
Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez. This 
Torah class meets Mondays at 7:30 
p.m. Temple Sinai, 1 Community Rd., 
Marblehead.

ZUMBA FITNESS Co-sponsored by 
Temple Ner Tamid & NSJCC. $5 per 
class. Instructor: Jenn Pomerantz. 6:15 
- 7:15 p.m. Call Arlyne Greenspan at 
978-471-5520.

TUESDAYS
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM Adults 
of faiths other than Judaism are invited 
to learn more about Judaism in Lappin 
Foundation’s free 25-week course.  
Taught by North Shore rabbis, the 
course is designed for individuals who 
want to explore Judaism or who are 
considering conversion to Judaism. 
7 – 9 p.m., at various North Shore 
temples. To register, contact Phyllis 
Osher at 978-740-4404 or posher@
lappinfoundation.org. 

ISRAELI DANCING No partner 
needed, all levels welcome. 8-9:15 
p.m. Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody. $2 donation. 978-532-1293. 
office@templenertamid.org.

NEW PARENT SUPPORT GROUP  
Mothers and/or fathers can give and 
receive support, and ask questions. 
Open to all faiths, races, and sexual 
orientation. Free. 10:45 a.m.-12:15 
p.m. JCCNS, 4 Community Rd., 
Marblehead. jccns.org.

WEDNESDAYS
KNITTING KNIGHTS Casual evenings 
of knitting and chat. Every first 
Wednesday of the month. Open to 
all ages. Free. 7:30-9 p.m. RSVP 
sewing@jccns.com. JCCNS, 4 
Community Road, Marblehead. jccns.
org. 

THURSDAYS
ADULT TORAH STUDIES  With Rabbi 
Steven Lewis. 11 a.m. Temple Ahavat 
Achim, 86 Middle St., Gloucester. 
taagloucester.org.

PILATES DURING NOVEMBER Bring 
your own yoga mat. Instructor Jenn 
Pomerantz. $40 for a 5 class punch 
card. More info: arlyneg@nsjcc.org.

FRIDAYS 
SENIOR LUNCH AND LEARN 
Seniors are invited to participate in 
a class or enjoy a guest speaker on 
the third Friday of each month and 
stay to socialize over lunch. 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Register by calling 781-
631-8330. JCCNS, 4 Community Rd., 
Marblehead. jccns.org.

SATURDAYS 
TORAH STUDY at Temple Emanu-El. 
The first Shabbat of every month is 
led by Rabbi Meyer. 9-10 a.m. 393 
Atlantic Ave., Marblehead. 781-631-
9300. emanu-el.org.

ONGOING 

Letter from 
Jerusalem



create division and hatred, who 
don’t have our success and hap-
piness in their hearts – just their 
own egos and hunger for power. 
Words of leaders don’t reflect or 
alter the reality on the ground, 
and shouldn’t demotivate us to 
desire and act towards a more 
promising future.”

Moriyah believes Trump “is 
playing with our lives” by alter-
ing US policy on Jerusalem.

“He’s trying to look like a 
tough guy without thinking 
of the consequences for the 
people who actually live in this 
country,” she said. “Jerusalem 
is such a special, complicated 
city. It is intensely important 
for so many. I feel like I’m liv-
ing in a tapestry of people and 
cultures.”

Family-owned and operated since 1933

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River MA 02720
10 Vinnin Street, Salem MA 01970

Peace of mind is priceless. Avoid crisis and provide 
comfort with  Advance Planning of final arrangements.

Call us today for a free Personal Planning Guide 
781-581-2300

If a death occurred yesterday... 
...what would your family be facing today?
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Annette Feinstein, late of 
Swampscott and formerly of 
Marblehead, passed away 
peacefully at her home on 
Monday evening, December 11, 
2017, surrounded by her loving 
family. She was 75 years old.

Annette was a dedicated 
mother and wife, a devoted 
nurse, and a steadfast humani-
tarian and friend. She began her 
nursing career as head nurse at 
Beth Israel Hospital in Boston.  
She faithfully served as a board 
member of The Friends of Dana 
Farber Cancer Center, volun-
teered at The Jimmy Fund for 
over 25 years, and shared her 
heart, generosity and spirit with 
Temple Emanu-El, the North 
Shore community, and her 
many loving friends. 

Born and raised in Chelsea, 

Annette was the daughter of the 
late Sarah and Harry Freedman, 
and the sister of the late David 
and Daniel Freedman. 

Annette was the loving wife to 

Paul Feinstein for 51 years, and 
the devoted mother of Rebecca 
and her husband Bradley and 
Heidi and her husband Keith.   
She was a proud and ever-lov-
ing Bubbie to her four ador-
ing grandchildren, Sarah, Carly, 
Jack and Lila.

Funeral services will be 
held at Temple Emanu-El, 393 
Atlantic Ave., Marblehead, on 
Thursday, December 14, at 1 
p.m. Interment will follow at 
Congregation Temple Emanu-
El Memorial Park in Danvers 
following the service. Memorial 
observance following interment 
will be at Kernwood Country 
Club in Salem, and will resume 
at the home of Rebecca and 
Bradley Sontz on Friday from 
1-4 p.m. and Sunday 1-7 p.m.

Annette Feinstein, 75, of Swampscott, formerly of Marblehead

Walter L. Harrison, MD, for-
merly of Peabody, Malvern, N.J., 
and late of Nashville, Tenn. He 
was 73 years old.

A converted Patriots/Red 
Sox/Celtics fan and chocolate 
devotee with the joie d’vivre 
of a large child exploring the 
world for the first time, Walter 
passed unexpectedly from 
complications of Churg Strauss 
Syndrome at 10:30 a.m., on 
December 9, 2017, surrounded 
by his family.

Most recently serving in 
locum tenens positions, Walter 
previously had practiced pedi-
atrics from his office in Lynn 
for over 35 years, across 12 of 
which he had simultaneous-
ly served as Associate Chief 
of Pediatrics at North Shore 
Children’s Hospital in Salem. He 
was extremely active with the 
Mass. Medical Society and as a 
bipartisan advocate for pedi-
atric health insurance, special 
needs children and pediatric 
mental health services, gaining 

what were for the times cutting 
edge care advances for these 
populations. He also began one 
of the earliest support groups 
for the parents of children with 
ADD/ADHD long before this 
condition was well understood.  

Walter loved Jewish learning 
and prayer and was extremely 
active in his Jewish communi-
ties and synagogues, both in 
Peabody and the Nashville area, 
serving in Brotherhood, B’nai 

Brith, and as Ritual Chairman for 
Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody.  

Walter is survived by his wife, 
Jacalyn Harrison; his children 
Lisa Austin, Michael and Peggy 
Harrison, Daniel Harrison, Nick 
and Val Kaplan, and Shana 
and Alex Beach; his brother 
Andrew and Adrienne Harrison; 
grandchildren Molly and Jake 
Harrison, Pierce and Amelia 
Rose Kaplan, and Gabby and 
Sam Beach; as well as nieces, 
nephews and cousins. He was 
preceded in death by his first 
wife Linda Rose and his parents 
Leonard and Jean Harrison of 
Dartmouth, N.H.  

As a man who believed in 
giving thanks every day both for 
what you do have and for what 
you don’t have (and in great 
amounts of chocolate pudding), 
the family requests contribu-
tions in Walter’s memory to the 
charity of your choice in lieu of 
flowers.

Walter L. Harrison, MD, formerly of Peabody,  
Malvern, N.J., and Nashville, Tenn.

OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief notices for free. Biographical sketch-
es up to 200 words cost $100; longer submissions will be charged 
accordingly. Photographs cost $25 each. Submissions are subject 
to editing for style and space limitations. Obituaries can be mailed, 
faxed, emailed or hand-delivered to our office. Emailed photos 
should be sent as jpeg or tiff files. For further information, contact 
your local funeral home; call Andrew at the Jewish Journal at 978-
745-4111 x174; or email andrew@jewishjournal.org.

NOTICES
BENNETT, Rochelle “Shelley” 
A., 73 – late of Peabody, for-
merly of Chelsea. Died on 
December 2, 2017. Daughter 
of the late Abraham and Mollie 
Bennett.Sister of Barbara 
Kennedy and the late John 
Kennedy of Boynton Beach, Fla., 
and the late Herbert Bennett 
and his wife Geraldine Bennett 
of Framingham. Aunt of David 
and Ann Kennedy of Saugus, 
Marlene Kennedy of Lynn, 
Cheryl and Michael Upton of 
Lynn, Rhonda and Ronald Aldo 
of Mansfield, Alan and Angel 
Kennedy of Boynton Beach, 
Fla., Lisa Kennedy of Hillsboro, 
N.H., Sharon and Lou Shuman 
of New Orleans, La., Steven 
Bennett of Calif., Diane and 
Kenneth Stone of Framingham, 
and the late Robert Kennedy. 
(Torf)

MARMER, Paul J., 65 – late of 
Peabody, formerly of Chelsea. 
Died on December 5, 2017. 
Husband of Marie S. Bradley 
Bell. Son of the late Henry 
and Celia (Penchuck) Marmer. 
Father of Daniel Marmer 
and his wife Odessa, Steven 
Marmer, and George E. Bradley 
and his wife Tracy. Grandfather 
of Daniel Israel Marmer, Olivia 
Rose Marmer, and Makenzi 
Bradley. Brother of the late 
June Marmer. (Torf)

MASCIALE, Roslyn (Schwartz), 
82 – late of Peabody, former-
ly of Far Rockaway, N.Y., and 
Massapequa, N.Y. Died on 
December 6, 2017. Wife of the 
late Michael Masciale. Mother 
of Gary and Linda Liebowitz, 
and Marilyn Gussie and Jayson 
Score. Grandmother of Sarah 
Liebowitz, Matthew and Leora 
Liebowitz, Daniel Liebowitz, 
Jessica Score, and Carly Score. 
(Goldman)

SILVER, Evelyn (Joel), 95 – 
formerly of Malden. Died on 
November 30, 2017. Wife of 
the late Dr. Carl Silver. Mother 
of Alan Silver (Ruth Aronson), 
Joel Silver (Trudy Berkovitz), 
and Louise Silver. Grandmother 
of Jonathan Silver (Gazeena 
Silver), Rebecca Silver (David 
Lichtenstein), and Micah Silver. 
Great-grandmother of Jesse 
Silver Lichtenstein and Gillian 
Silver Lichtenstein. (Goldman)

SURGECOFF, Lenora (Zang), 
89 – late of Malden. Died on 
December 9, 2017. Mother of 
Marlene Surgecoff and Harold 
and his wife Susan Surgecoff. 
Grandmother of Melissa 
Surgecoff. Sister of the late 
Irving Zang, David Zang, and 
George Gilbert. (Goldman)

Honor your friend  
or loved one  

with a donation to  
the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of Jewish life  

in our communities.

LEGACY

Photo by Yonatan Sindel/Flash90
Israelis at a pub in Jerusalem 
watch President Donald Trump’s 
announcement recognizing 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 

Trump’s policy change
from page 11



Three Chelsea Jewish Life
care skilled nursing facilities 
have received FiveStar Quality 
Ratings from the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services. 
This designation reflects the 
highest rating allotted to a skilled 
nursing facility. Currently, there 
are no other fivestar facilities 
in Chelsea, Revere, Winthrop, 
Everett, Malden, or East Boston.  

“We are so pleased that all 
our skilled nursing residences 
have been recognized as being 
among the top nursing homes 
not only in Massachusetts, 
but throughout the country,” 
said Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 
President Adam Berman. 
“Finding a highquality nurs
ing home can be stressful, espe
cially when a decision needs to 
be made quickly. This fivestar 
rating system serves as a tool 
to help individuals and families 
select a residence that provides 
the best care possible.”

The CJL homes include the 
Chelsea Jewish Nursing Home 
in Chelsea; the Jeffrey and Susan 
Brudnick Center for Living 
in Peabody; and the Leonard 
Florence Center for Living in 
Chelsea, which is the country’s 
first urban model Green House 
skilled nursing facility. These 
residences offer both short
term rehabilitation services as 
well as longterm comprehen
sive care.

To receive a fivestar rat
ing, nursing homes are judged 
on three components. Health 
inspections are one means of 

evaluating a residence. The 
rating is based upon informa
tion from the last three years 
of onsite inspections, includ
ing both standard surveys and 
complaint surveys. Secondly, a 
rating is given based on staffing, 
which details information about 
the number of hours of care pro
vided on average to each resi
dent daily by nursing staff and 
other healthcare providers. The 
final category involves quality 
measures, which includes data 
on how well nursing homes are 
caring for their residents’ physi
cal and clinical needs. 

Nursing homes with five 
stars are considered well above 
average quality. “In reality, we 
work very hard, day in and day 
out, to achieve and maintain 
these fivestar ratings, Berman 
said. “Our number one priority 
is to make sure our residents 
feel safe, nurtured and, above 
all, enjoy a high quality of life.”

Happy Hanukkah

www.sharonmemorial.com

Assisted Living Specializing in Memory Care
- SEASONS OF DANVERS -

We’re conveniently located at: 44 Summer Street  |  Danvers, MA  |  online: seasonsofdanvers.com

 Our goal is simple – to make a positive 
difference in people’s lives by creating a 
special place where residents can thrive 

and families can have peace of mind.

978.777.0230
suzanne@seasonsofdanvers.com

We’re here
to help:

Small Home-Like Neighborhoods
Innovative & Holistic Programs

Private Apartments
& so much more!

HAPPY, HEALTHY HANUKKAH

781-639-4759
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”
Geriatric Care Management • Dementia/Alzheimer Care • Home Health Aides

Nursing Care • Medication Management • Assist with bathing/dressing
Meal planning/preparation • Companionship • Transportation

Light cleaning/laundry • Respite Care • Shopping/errands
… and more … from 2 to 24 hours a day

Email: confidentialcare@verizon.net Susan K. Newton, President

Happy Hanukkah!
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Chelsea Jewish Lifecare  
homes receive top ratings

A common area at Chelsea Jewish Nursing Home



The Arbors At Winthrop offers the ease and relaxation of 
a quaint seaside community with the comfort and support 
of knowing 24/7 care is available if needed. Choose from 
our selection of unique residences, with scenic views and 
a great community of friends, neighbors and caregivers — 
just minutes away from Boston and the North Shore.

We take pride in being run by family and treating 
you like family. Come take a tour today!

The Arbors at Winthrop
Independent & Assisted Living

46 Lincoln Street
Winthrop, MA 02152 

(617) 207-3009

Somewhere Beyond
The Sea

For more information, visit arborsassistedliving.com

The Arbors At Winthrop Is Waiting For You

Closer to Stoneham? 
Visit us there.

140 Franklin Street
Stoneham, MA 02180 

(781) 435-1958

THE GABLES OFFERS
• On-site Five Star Wellness & Rehab

• Fine dining prepared daily by our Executive Chef
• Diverse social, educational and cultural programs providing  

mental stimulation and physical exercise through our Lifestyle360 Programming
• Chauffeured transportation to medical appointments, shopping,  

cultural events, restaurants and local places of interest
• Computer center, library, activity center with demonstration kitchen, and bistro

• Spacious apartments, including full-size upgraded kitchens  
with granite countertops and stainless steel appliances

THE GABLES AT WINCHESTERTHE GABLES AT WINCHESTER

Happy 
& Healthy 
Hanukkah!

Se niors
Af for da ble Se nior Hous ing For Over 30 Ye ars

socialactivities•smallpetsoK
Cle an, qui et, Af for da ble.

4 lo CA tions:
danvers•salem

peabody•beverly

EQU AL HOUS ING
OP POR TU N I  TY A POAH Community

Preservation Housing Community Management, LLC
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Happy Hanukkah
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By Tspora Roth

From earliest memory, I 
pondered the myster-
ies of the universe. Why 

did the chicken cross the road? 
And, even more puzzling: which 
came first, the chicken or the 
egg? Beyond these (eventually) 

soup-relat-
ed brain-
teasers, I 
also could 
not figure 
out a cou-

ple of very significant dough-
nut-related questions. Whatever 
happened to the doughnut 
holes? And, even more impor-
tantly, regarding doughnuts 
without holes: How did the jelly 
get inside a jelly doughnut?

It was quite like one of those 
chicken-and-the-egg type quan-
daries, only carbo-loaded. I 
rolled the answers over and over 
in my mind at night. Ever since 
winning the coveted Troop 116 
Baking Award and badge in my 
Brownie troop (I won with Toll 
House cookies, with the basic 
recipe on the back of the packet 
– but I think it was the chopped 
walnuts and butter-crispy edge 
textures that got me over the 
finish line into blue ribbon ter-
ritory), I was designated the 
uncoveted role of family baker. 

As the only girl of my genera-
tion in a very gender role spe-
cific clan, I guess it was kismet, 
and not necessarily a destiny of 
my own choosing.

Indeed, by a tender age, I 
had my heart set on becoming 
a jockey (female jockeys were 
quite a new thing back then, and 
rather glamorous). My brother 
couldn’t stand the thought of 
it, and persuaded me that I was 
already too tall to ride to vic-
tory in the Kentucky Derby. So 
I decided to become a pro foot-
ball player instead. 

Linebacker was my position 
of choice. We had a closet full of 
junior-sized padding and hel-
mets. Every day after school, I 
would suit up and tackle the 
neighborhood boys. Actually, I 
was quite good at it; and I fan-
cied I might even get my distant 
father’s approval one day, if he 
saw me winning a football game 
on TV. 

I might not have been very 
good at catching or passing the 
football, but oh boy, was I good 
at tackling! I was a terror on the 
field (in this case, my backyard.) 
This particular fascination last-
ed all season, as the weather 
cooled off and the football fren-
zy heated up. In the midst of 
the post-war baby boom, our 
neighborhood was brimful of 
children, all of whom rode their 
shiny trikes and bikes (and the 
odd scooter) over to our house 
to fight for the pigskin. 

I was good at it! Nobody 
cared that I was a girl. At least 
none of the kids did. But as for 
my grandmother, this was a dif-
ferent story entirely. 

She bribed me with choco-
late. Chocolate, cookies, and 
anything else she could use to 
get me off the backyard football 
field and back into the kitchen, 
where I apparently belonged. My 
grandmother brought me fancy 
treats, escalating from Swiss 
milk chocolate, with a detour 
at Pepperidge Farms, way up to 
real German marzipan, shaped 
and colored like precious little 
fruits. But the payoff for these 
treats was crystal clear: I must 
not play football. Ever. Verboten. 
I was a girl. I was supposed to 
cook instead. She handed me 
an apron.

So, on the cool-weather 
weekends when my brothers 
would suit up and head to bat-
tle on the backyard field, I was 
laboring away over a hot oven. 

Doughnuts, we  
make in December

Personal  
Essay



Now, my grandmother wasn’t 
much of a cook herself. She’d 
had her maid, Dora, with her all 
of her adult life, and Dora did the 
cooking. But Great Aunt Rivka 
used to love to come and visit us 
in the burbs, especially around 
the holidays. And Rivkala, now, 
that lady could cook.

So it was one fine winter 
afternoon, during a hotly con-
tested neighborhood football 
game, that I asked Rivka a ques-
tion which had been vexing me 
for quite some time. “Whatever 
happens to the doughnut 
holes?” I peeped up. 

My great-aunt was patient. 
“There aren’t always doughnut 
holes,” she told me. “If you cut 
them by hand, you can fry the 
inner circles by themselves. But 
me, I just add those spare bits 
of dough back to the big batch.” 
Rivka, always an early-adopter, 
was into recycling (dough-wise); 
and profoundly anti-food wast-
age. “But there’s a nice secret 
to perfect doughnuts, with the 
middle holes in them.”

“What is it?” I needed to 
know, my interest piqued. “How 
do you do it?”

“We can talk about that later, 
maybe one day,” she respond-
ed. “But, look, it’s December. 
And doughnuts, we make in 
December. Special ones. Your 
favorite!” As if on cue, a light 
snow flurry started to drift across 
the backyard football field. 
My brothers, undeterred, kept 
on playing. “We aren’t making 
doughnuts with holes today,” 
she continued.

I had an idea what was com-
ing. “JELLY DOUGHNUTS?” I 

squealed. They were a perennial 
cold-weather favorite. Further 
on cue, my mother appeared, 
carrying a box of seasonal deco-
rations. She proceeded to plug 
in several electric candelabras, 
one in each window.  Rivka 
winked, and out of her shopping 
bag, withdrew a strange canvas 
sleeve with a pointy metal tip. 
I’d never seen one before. “It’s 
a pastry bag,” she explained. 
Next out of her voluminous bag 
came several jars of homemade 
preserves: a smoothly textured, 
fruity midpoint between jam 
and jelly. I recognized these jars, 
as I’d helped Aunt Rivka and 
Dora to make dozens of them, 
starting with boxes of fresh fruit, 
on a sweaty August day the sum-
mer before.

Accordingly, we made the 
doughnuts: Big puffy round 
ones, without holes. Rivka 
expertly guided each pastry pil-
low into the simmering oil with 
a slotted spoon. I’d always won-
dered why fried dough would 
not explode into a shapeless, 
sticky mess if it was already 
filled with moisture-laden jam. 
But finally, I began to under-
stand that there was a hidden, 
two-step process. As the dough-
nuts cooled on a wire rack, Rivka 
filled the pastry bag with smooth 
raspberry jam, and inserted the 
tip into the fried dough. Squirt! 
She pumped each doughnut full 
of jam. Strawberry, blueberry, 
and cherry jam all got their 
moment. 

Then it was my job to delicate-
ly sprinkle each filled doughnut 
with powdered sugar, through 
an old-fashioned sifter, like the 

snow now drifting down in our 
backyard. The football players 
stormed inside, muddy and wet, 
shivering as they grabbed all 
the doughnuts from the rack. 
Undeterred, we made more. 
There was plenty to go around. 

The next night, there was a 
special gift for me at my place 
at the table. As my mother kin-
dled the festive candles, Rivka 
grinned. “Go ahead – open it,” 
she said. There was a card with 
it, so as I unwrapped the colorful 
box depicting a strange, shiny 
steel tube-within-a-tube, with a 
plunger handle on the end, I read 
Rivka’s words in her spidery, old-
fashioned cursive handwriting.  
“Now you know where the 
doughnut holes go, when there 
aren’t any!” she had quite enig-
matically written. I turned the 
box over in my hands, and read 
the label out loud. “Doughnut 
Maker with plunger,” it read. 
“Perfect doughnuts every time!”

Tspora can make doughnuts 
in her sleep, but still wonders 
who wrote the “The Book of 
Love.” She can be reached at 
cornmother@outlook.com.

5 Ways to check 
on Mom's well-being 
this holiday season.

Give a Hug 
Do you notice weight changes, increased frailty?

Observe Her Social Life 
Are there signs of active friendships, or isolation? 

Open the Medicine Cabinet 
Is Mom taking her medications as prescribed? 

Check the Mail Check the Mail 
Look for unopened mail or unpaid bills

Inspect the Kitchen 
Look for expired food, broken appliances 

Use this checklist to look for warning signs during your holiday visits. 
If your mom isn't doing well at home alone, Forestdale Park may be 
the perfect solution. We offer an innovative enriching approach to 
senior living and Alzheimer's care. 

341 Forest Street, Malden MA  |  781.333.8903  |  ForestdalePark.com

     

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

Let our trained team of compassionate caregivers  
help keep you safe at home.

From homemaking to skilled nursing,  
when it comes to home care - trust the professionals.

All services supervised by Registered Nurses.

Call for your FREE In-home Assessment

781-245-1880
 www.abchhp.com

Happy 
Hanukkah

ENJOY FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
IN YOUR BEAUTIFUL NEW HOME!

Call today to arrange your complimentary 
chef-prepared meal and personal tour!

978-922-1203

105 Cherry Hill Drive, Beverly, MA 01915
© 2017 HSL
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Hanukkah Doughnuts Recipe
In a medium size bowl, whisk half a teacup of sugar with 

half a teacup of warm water.
Mix with two cakes or dried packets of yeast; leave to go 

frothy for 20 minutes.
Carefully sift 6 big handfuls (or teacups) of white flour 

into a large mixing bowl.
Add a pinch of salt.
In a third bowl, whip 4 egg yolks and 2 teacups of warm 

milk.
Mix with half a stick of unsalted, soft butter.
Now mix the yeast mixture and the dairy mixture in with 

the flour.
Knead this all together for at least 10 minutes, until it 

forms a stretchy ball. Add more flour by the handful, if you 
need to. Now oil a large bowl. Place the dough ball in the 
bowl, and turn it to coat it all in the oil. Cover it with a clean 
dish towel, and leave it somewhere warm and cozy to rise, 
for about 90 minutes. 

Once it has fully risen, knead the dough lightly again, 
then roll it out thickly onto a floured surface with a rolling 
pin. Use a large drinking glass to cut out perfectly round 
doughnut shapes. Let these rounds rise again, for another 
half hour or so. 

In the biggest, deepest cast-iron pot you have (or better 
yet, a deep fryer), heat the sunflower oil and test it with a 
small piece of dough, which should sizzle quietly, puff up, 
and turn golden brown. Once that happens, use a slotted 
spoon to drop each doughnut gently into the oil. Don’t 
overcrowd the doughnuts, and flip them over when one side 
is golden brown. Let them sit on paper towels or a wire rack 
to cool down. 

To make homemade “refrigerator jam” for doughnuts:  
Boil any type of berries or fruit (apples, peaches, pitted 
cherries, cranberries, strawberries, blueberries, raspberries) 
with equal parts of fruit and sugar, a little water, plus a 
couple of spoonfuls of lemon juice or vanilla. (You can 
buy this fruit in season during the summer, and freeze it 
for later use.) Stir constantly with a wooden spoon until it 
cooks down. Add pectin as you stir. Once cool, run through 
a blender or a food processor until smooth. Pour into jars, 
then refrigerate (this is much simpler than traditional 
canning).

You also can fill the doughnuts with vanilla custard.
Fill a pastry bag full of homemade jam, cut a slit in 

each doughnut, and use this to fill the doughnuts. Pour 
powdered sugar into a strainer or sifter, and sift it all over 
the doughnuts once they’ve cooled down a bit. Served still 
slightly warm, these doughnuts will disappear. 

– Tspora Roth



Defense Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman has called on mod-
erate Sunni states, especially 
Saudi Arabia, to bolster their 
security ties with Israel in an 
effort to fight global terrorism 
and counter the Iranian threat.

In an opinion piece pub-
lished in Defense News, one of 
the world’s top military maga-
zines, Lieberman asserted that 
the “strategic divide in today’s 
Middle East between fanaticism 
and pragmatism outweighs the 
sectarian divisions of the past.”

“Sunni Arab terrorist organi-
zations such as the Islamic State 
group, al-Qaida and Hamas 
have far more in common with 
the Shiite regime of Iran and its 
Shia Arab proxy, Hezbollah, than 
with the governments and soci-
eties of most Sunni Arab states,” 
he wrote. “While the former 
uphold a violent, medieval, anti-
Western worldview, the latter 
have a pro-Western approach, 
prioritizing stability, economic 
growth and security.”

The defense minister noted 
that there is “much evidence of 
sober thinking” among the Gulf 
states, with Saudi Arabia rep-
resenting “perhaps the clearest 
example” of that trend. Saudi 
leaders are spearheading “a bold 
and visionary policy that doesn’t 
balk from identifying Iran as the 
overall regional threat and is 
forthrightly confronting its ter-
rorist affiliates,” he wrote. 

The Israel 
Defense Forces is 
the most trusted 
public institution 
in Israel, accord-
ing to the newly 
released 2017 
Israel Democracy 
Index survey.

E i g h t y - o n e 
percent of 
respondents said 
they have faith in 
Israel’s military, 
followed by the 
Israeli presiden-
cy at 65 percent and the Supreme Court at 56 percent. Meanwhile, 
65 percent of respondents stated that Israeli politicians are not in 
touch with the needs of voters. 

Fifty-six percent said they believe the media portrays events as 
worse than they actually are, but 74 percent oppose a Knesset bill 
that would make it possible to shut down media outlets that are 
critical of Israeli government policy. The survey is published annu-
ally by the Israel Democracy Institute think tank.

YOU GET MORE FOR YOUR MONEY
At a senior rental community, the money you pay each month is gone 
forever. At a life care community, you’re forced to pay for extra care you 
may never use. But at Brooksby Village, 90% of your entrance deposit is 
refundable.* You only pay for more advanced care if you need it.

Brooksby Village offers MORE  
than other senior living options.

Learn MORE reasons to choose retirement living  
at Brooksby Village. Call 1-800-614-6998 or  

visit BrooksbyVillage.com for your FREE brochure.

North Shore

BrooksbyVillage.com

*As per the Residence and Care Agreement. 12
46

62
45

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246

Concierge Senior Services, LLC

We Strive to Enhance Lives

Personal & Professional
In-Home Care

n Assisted Living At Home
n Life’s Daily Activities Provided

n Local Company
n Monthly Service Plans

1 Fort Beach Way, Marblehead, MA
781-990-3431

NorthShoreCSS.com  •  john@NorthShoreCSS.com

~ Mary, Caregiver to Brother-in-Law

“Joe’s been physically and 
intellectually challenged since he  
was a boy. When his care fell into  
our hands, Adult Foster Care of 
the North Shore offered our family 
guidance and knowledge on  
how to best care for him.”

978-281-2612  
AdultFosterCareNS.com  

Celebrating 15 Years
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Jewish World and Mideast News Briefs
— from Jewish News Service (JNS.org) —

In a warm holiday 
gesture during Israel’s 
winter season, the 
Jerusalem Municipality 
will continue its annual 
tradition of distributing 
free Christmas trees to 
the city’s Christian resi-
dents.

The initiative is part 
of Jerusalem’s annual 
Christmas preparations, 
which involve the hang-
ing of celebratory lights 
and flags throughout the 
city in areas where the 
holiday is observed.

Some of the Jerusalem 
neighborhoods that will receive special treatment 
for Christmas include the Old City’s Christian 

Quarter; the Beit Hanina 
neighborhood; and the 
main streets used by 
Christian pilgrims, such 
as the Mar Elias road.

The municipality has 
also increased cleaning 
and landscaping opera-
tions in the areas around 
Jerusalem’s churches, 
and is collaborating with 
the Israel Police to ensure 
that access to Christian 
landmarks is streamlined 
for visiting pilgrims.

Jerusalem Mayor Nir 
Barkat is set to tour the 
city’s churches later this 

month and will hold meetings with Christian 
leaders.

Jerusalem distributes free Christmas trees

Survey: IDF is Israel’s  
most trusted public institution

Photo courtesy of IDF
An IDF drill in northern Israel. 

Photo by Djampa via Wikimedia Commons
A Christmas tree and holiday display in the 
Christian Quarter of Jerusalem’s Old City. 

Lieberman urges cooperation with Saudis

Israeli Defense Minister  
Avigdor Lieberman



When Was the Last Time 
You Checked on How Much 
Your House is Worth?
Do you think that knowing the value 
of what is probably your greatest asset 
would be useful information?

I am offering you a complimentary 
Comparative Market Analysis (CMA) 
which will detail what your property 
will sell for in today’s robust market.

I will assist you in determining how much equity you have in 
your home having purchased it several years ago – in today’s 
market, that value has certainly gone way up!

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage New England leads 
the industry in market share and has sold more homes than 
any other real estate company in New England. As a Coldwell 
Banker affiliate I have the most integrated and comprehensive 
approach to marketing in the industry. 

Ready to get the process going?

SCOTT BORNSTEIN
REALTOR®

(617) 593-7240 DIRECT • (978) 927-1111 OFFICE
Scott.Bornstein@NEMoves.com

50 Dodge Street, Suite 105
Beverly, MA 01915

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

HAPPYHANUKKAH!

978-750-0100
Mon-Sat: 6am - 9pm  ~  Sunday: 6am - 8pm

expires December 31, 2017

HAPPYHANUKKAH!

Call Bonnie 773-368-2275

CARYN BARK
Are people laughing at your events?

They will be with comic Caryn Bark’s 
evening of laughter!

What’s So Funny About Being Jewish

Ca
ry

nB
ar

k.
co

m

Skokiegurl@gmail.com

Caryn has brought laughter
to countless communities, 
JCCs, synagogues, and theaters  
throughout North America. 
Now booking in the Boston area

JOYOUS HANUKKAH!
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URJ participants visit Rashi

Staff and board members from PRIZMAH: Center for Jewish Day Schools with Rashi Head of 
School Mallory Rome (middle).

Zelik Romanovsky (center) pictured with his grandsons, Zachar 
(left), Boris and his son, Michael.

Last week, the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ) 
held its biennial in Boston. On Wednesday morn-
ing, The Rashi School hosted a group of attendees, 
consisting of various Jewish Communal profession-

als and lay leaders. The group toured the school 
and participated in a question and answer session. 
Amongst the group were staff and board members 
from Prizmah: Center for Jewish Day Schools.

Zelik Romanovsky, a resi-
dent of Royal Braintree Nursing 
Rehabilitation Center on the 
South Shore and formerly of 
Lynn, recently turned 100. He 
was born on Nov. 25, 1917, just 
after the Bolshevik Revolution 
in Russia, in the village of 
Hislavichi, Smolensk region.

In 1941, Romanovsky enlisted 
in the Russian Army and was 
fighting in World War II until 
he was seriously wounded and 
honorably discharged in 1944. 
He was awarded with the high-
est Order of World War II and has 
many other high honor medals.

His parents and two of his 
sisters were murdered in March 
of 1942 at the Khislavichi ghet-
to during a mass execution by 
Nazis.

Zelik Romanovsky emigrated from Moscow to the USA in 1989 and settled in Lynn, where he lived 
for more than 25 years. He was very active, always ready to help everybody in need. He was involved in 
local Jewish community life, volunteered at his synagogue, Congregation Ahabat Sholom in Lynn, and 
did charity work. He was a board member of the Massachusetts World War II Veterans Association. 

Following his arrival, Zelik was instrumental in bringing his extended family from Russia to America, 
including his son’s, brother’s, and sister’s families. He sponsored and helped with resettlement of a total 
of 21 people.

Zelik Romanovsky has always lived his life wisely, with dignity and integrity. He is known for his 
sense of humor, and has been leading his family and everyone around him by his example. Without 
complaining, Zelik graciously accepts every difficulty or challenge life sends his way. With his motto, “It 
could have been worse,” he has overcome all the challenges and continues walking through life boldly 
and straightforwardly.

On his 100th birthday, Zelik Romanovsky received a certificate of honor from Governor Charles Baker.

Zelik Romanovsky, formerly of Lynn, celebrated 100 years! 

Young pianists at Carnegie
On December 1, young local musicians performed at the Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall at 

the Winners Concert of the Russian Music Competition Festival. Festival was organized by Talented 
Young Musician Association, with young perfomers from Massachussets, New Jersey, New York and 
Connecticut auditioned. 

Grand Prize winners Alyssa Tkach (13) and Veronika Isagulyan (12) 
played piano duet by Valery Gavrilin, Grand Waltz from ballet 
“Anyuta.” At right, First Place winner Ivan Monin (7) played the 
composition “Evening” by Sergei Prokofiev. The pianists are all 
students of Olia Timerhanova of Swampscott.

First Place duet winners Elizabeth 
Zhorov (15), left, and Elizabeth 
Bakhnov (15), performed “Chinese 
Dance” and “Trepak” by Tchaikovsky 
from The Nutcracker. Both girls are  
students at the Marblehead Piano 
Studio of Elena Drabkin. 

The Jewish Journal is happy to print your news at  
no charge: birth announcements, engagements, weddings, 

job promotions, events and other simchas. Photos are  
welcome if space permits. Submissions are subject to  

editing for style and length. 

Send your news to Steve at rosenberg@jewishjournal.org.



Ханука –  еврейский праздник 
свечей, которые зажигают в 
память о чуде, происшедшем 
при освящении Храма после 
победы войска Иегуды 
Маккавея над войсками царя 
селевкидов Антиоха в 164 году 
до нашей эры. Он начинается 
25-го числа еврейского месяца 
кислева и длится восемь дней. 
Это дни света, радости, веселья, 
игр, щедрого застолья, когда 
каждый вечер зажигают свечи: 
одну – в первый день праздника, 
две – во второй, три – в третий 
и так далее, до восьми, как 
бы символизируя еврейскую 
мудрость: немного света 
достаточно, чтобы рассеять 
большую тьму. Если это огонь 
веры..

Напомним кратко  
предисторию праздника.

В 198 году до н.э. Иудея 
была захвачена  Селевкидами 
(ассирийскими греками). 
Поначалу общая ситуация 
была благоприятна для евреев.
Они получили письменные 
гарантии, подтверждающие их 
право жить «по законам своих 
отцов», и налоговое бремя 
было несколько уменьшено. 
Но затем Селевкиды начали 
эллинизировать евреев. 
Греческая философия и 
культура постепенно стали 
проникать в еврейскую среду. 
В 175 году до н.э. к власти 
пришел Антиох Епифан, 
при нем эллинизация евреев 
приобрела особо жесткие 
формы. Тора стала запретной 
книгой, соблюдение еврейских 
законов – серьезным 
преступлением, повсюду были 
установлены идолы. Антиох 
дал свое имя Иерусалиму, 
храмовые сокровища были 
конфискованы, а сам Храм 
разграблен.

В ответ в Иудее 
началось восстание под 
предводительством семьи 
Маккавеев. По сравнению 
с войском Антиоха, 
повстанческая армия была 
малочислена, плохо вооружена 
и подготовлена. Но тем не 
менее повстанцы одерживали 
одну победу за другой. За 
три года она вытеснила 
завоевателей с территории 
страны и освободила 
Иерусалим. Предание гласит, 
что поднявшись на Храмовую 

гору, евреи нашли в Храме 
священное масло для лампад, 
достаточное для поддержания 
огня лишь в течение одного 
дня. Однако чудесным образом 
огонь в золотой меноре горел 
целых восемь дней,  которые 
позволили приготовить новые 
запасы масла и освятить их. 
Память об этом событии и 
традиция зажигать именно 
восемь свечей  и лежит в основе 
Хануки. При этом Ханука 
сильно отличается от всех 
других еврейских праздников 
разночтением  толкований 
своих основ.

Смысл других еврейских 
праздников всегда определен 
более или менее одинаково. 
Песах, например, понимается 
всеми евреями как праздник 
Исхода их Египта; и при том, 
что религиозные евреи будут 
больше подчеркивать аспект 
Божественного вмешательства 
в историю, а нерелигиозные 
будут акцентировать идеал 
свободы и ухода из рабства 
– но все равно все группы 
еврейского народа толкуют и 
понимают этот праздник более 
или менее одинаково. Рош 
ха-Шана, Йом Кипур, Шавуот, 
Суккот, Пурим в разных слоях 
народа будут толковаться, 
конечно, несколько различно, 
но они всегда  более или менее 
в одном направлении. И только 
Ханука отличается тем, что 
в ее толковании есть прямо 
противоположные и даже 
взаимоисключающие подходы. 

У представителей 
нерелигиозного сионизма 
Ханука толковалась  
исключительно как праздник 
военной победы, как праздник 
достижения национальной 
независимости. «Чудо горения 
масла» был совершенно 
принижен и не воспринимался 
как что-то существенное. Более 
того – Хануку понимали как 
праздник того, что военная сила 
доказала свое превосходство, 
что для мыслящего еврея 
Ханука – это не что иное, 
как памятный день героев 
еврейской самообороны. 

Другой подход видит смысл 
Хануки исключительно  в чуде 
горения масла в Храмовом 
Светильнике при освящении 
Храма. Празднование победы 
в войне при этом подходе  

черезвычайно принижен. В 
частности, в Вавилонском 
Талмуде победа в войне 
как основа праздника не 
упоминается вообще, а в связи 
с Ханукой говорится только о 
чуде горения масла. Еврейские 
комментаторы, разбирая 
вопрос о том, почему в Талмуде 
не упоминается военная победа, 
подчеркивали, что победа в 
войне – явление преходящее и 
временное, от которого, после 
разрушения Храма и начала 
нынешнего изгнания, вообще 
уже ничего не осталось. В 
противоположность этому, чудо 
горения масла, символизирует 
восстановление еврейской 
духовной и культурной 
жизни, напоминает евреям, 
что хотя греки или другие 
народы и могут захватить 
«Храм еврейской души», но 
все равно - останется где-то 
в уголке еврейской культуры 
чистый сосуд, запечатанный 
священной печатью Веры, и 
масло в нем - хотя, казалось 
бы, его так мало - будет гореть 
долго; и его хватит на столько 
времени, сколько нужно 
для возрождения еврейской 
культурной жизни «пока не 
будет произведено новое, 
чистое масло». Это ощущение 
неуничтожимости еврейской 
культуры поддерживало 
евреев все века изгнания, когда, 
находясь среди других народов 
и подвергаясь, в той или иной 
форме культурной агрессии и  
евреям нужно было  сохранить 
свою культуру – и  себя самих. 

Как писал один  из 
комментаторов 16 века: «Суть 
празднования восьми дней 
Хануки - хвала и благодарение 
Вс-вышнему за чудо, 
происшедшее со священным 
маслом при освящении Храма, а 
вовсе не за чудо победы в войне 
Хасмонеев…Это всего лишь 
случайность, что победили 
слабые; не Вс-вышний содеял 
все это. Нет здесь очевидного 
чуда. Что же касается чуда, 
происшедшего со священным 
маслом, то все евреи убедились, 
что это настоящее чудо, и 
признали его... В отличие от 
«скрытого чуда» военной 
победы восьмидневное 
горение Храмовой Меноры 
было чудом общепризнанным, 
происшедшим у всех на глазах; 
а поэтому оно главное в 
празднике Хануки». 

Наш век как бы «примирил» 
эти подходы –такими примерами, 
как Восстание в Варшавском 
гетто, победами  в войнах с 
многократно превосходящими 
силами  окружающих 
Израиль государств, когда  
уже невозможно разъять 
чудо еврейского духа и чудо 
еврейской воинской доблести.

Русская Хроника 
поздравляет читателей,

рекламодателей и 
друзей с Ханукой и 

наступающим Новым 
Годом.

Желаем здоровья и удачи, 
добра и света, 

любви и радости 
Вам и Вашим близким!
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Royal Rehabilitation  and Nursing Center

781-848-3678 • 95 Commercial St., Braintree

Директор 
Русской 

программы
Елена 

Зелигер

Заведующая 
медицинской 
частью доктор 
Зинаида 
Левина

Сотрудники 
Реабилитационного Центра 

поздравляют всех своих 
клиентов и их близких со 

светлым праздником Хануки 
и наступающим 
Новым Годом!

 

современный стоматологический центр

153 Lewis St., Lynn • 781-599-3553

доктор ИЛЬЯ ВАССЕРМАН, D.M.D.
и сотрудники офиса

поздравляют своих пациентов и друзей 

c Ханукой и Новым Годом

Atlantic Dental Association

   Stay Well           Будьте Здоровы!

Лечебно-оздоровитеЛьный центр в СэЛеме

поздравЛяет вСех С 
ханукой и новым Годом!

• Комфортабельный транспорт до центра и обратно
• Медицинское обслуживание 
• 2-х разовое питание

• Русское телевидение 
• Экскурсии и поездки, концерты, танцы, хор
• Классы английского языка 

• Занятия по подготовке к экзамену на гражданство
• Библиотека и фильмотека
• Прогулки в парке, поездки в магазины

• Шашки, шахматы, бильярд, лото
• Кружки по интересам и др.
• Энергичный, жизнерадостный персонал

Сервисы покрываются страховкой Medicaid (MassHealth). 
Мы оформим все необходимые документы сами.

Приходите к нам и Ваша жизнь станет интереснее!
Звоните нам по тел. 978-825-0202

Rotenberg Team 
поздравляет всех друзей и клиентов с 

Ханукой и Новым Годом

781-956-2279    |  sima@rotenbergteam.com

Дорогие Друзья!
Совет Директоров Массачусетской

Северобережной Ассоциации
русскоязычных евреев «Хавейрим»

сердечно поздравляет вас
со светлым праздником Ханука

и желает здоровья, счастья и радости!

Виталий Смилянский ~ президент Ассоциации

helping hands in your home 112 Market St., 3rd floor, Lynn • 781-592-7348
1050 Commonwealth Ave., Boston• 617-264-7100

Suburban Home HealtH Care

Поздравляет 
сотрудников и клиентов 
с Ханукой и желает всем 

здоровья и счастья в 
Новом Году!

Приглашаем на работу 
RN; LPN

Certified Home Health Aides

Ханука – Праздник Света и Мужества

приглашаю в свой современный офис в Финансовом Центре Бостона
АTLANTIC AVENUE DENTAL GROUP, 
удобно расположенный вблизи от South Station и станции метро Aquarium. 

183 Essex St., Boston • 857-239-8386

Поздравляю 
всех своих друзей и пациентов 
с Ханукой и Новым Годом

и желаю здоровья и благополучия!

Дантист Наташа Векслер  

Русская Хроника ~ Russian Chronicle
рекламно-информационный выпуск, том 42, номер 10
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Doctor Val KostenKo D.m.D. pc

Doctor Julia KostenKo D.m.D.
В нашем современно оборудованном офисе оказываются все 

виды стоматологической помощи для детей и взрослых

Поздравляем всех с 
Ханукой и наступающим Новым Годом!

Ace Dental associates
74 Market St. • Lynn • 781-581-1411

Неотложная
помощь в

тот же день 

Культурно-Оздоровительный Центр 

BEST CHOICE  
поздравляет всех с 

Ханукой 
и Новым Годом!

Мы предлагаем: 
• Йога
• Оздоровительные прогулки
• Посещения выставок, музеев, экскурсии
• Уход за волосами и ногтями в нашем
  салоне красоты, сеансы массажа для рук
• Концерты и тематические вечера
• Вкусная и полезная еда

Все это и многое другое предлагает для 
Вас Центр BEST CHOICE! 

Здесь вам всегда рады и ждут вас. 
Сделайте лучший Выбор и  проВедите день С нами.

220 Lynnway, Revere • 781-289-9000

MASSTRAN 
TransporTaTion CorporaTion

поздравляет 
друзей и клиентов с 

Ханукой и Новым Годом!
150-a andover sTreeT • danvers 

978-223-4020 •

Cердечные поздравления 
с  Ханукой и 

Новым Годом
всем  моим друзьям и 

клиентам!

Michael Romanovsky, CIPS, CBR, RMM

MgrGlobalRealty.com • mromanovsky@mgrglobal.com 
133 Broad St. Lynn • 781-581-7775

Certify International Property 
Specialist. 

National Association of Realtors 
President's Liaison to Russian 
Guild of Relators 2009-2014

Broker/Owner
Your local and worldwide Realtor

Russian Community assoCiation of massaChusetts

New AmericAN ceNter 
поздравляет всех 

русскоязычных жителей 
Северного Берега 

с Ханукой и наступающим 
Новым Годом!

20 Wheeler St., lynn 
(4-й этаж здания рядом с YMCA)
781-593-0100

25 ноября отметил свой 
столетний юбилей Зелик 
Романовский. Старейший член 
Североберережной еврейской 
общины, Зелик родился в 
селе Хиславичи Смоленской 
области и с самого начала 
Великой Отечественной войны, 
с 1941-го года, сражался с 
фашистскими захватчиками. За 
свое мужество на полях войны 
Зелик награжден орденом и 
медалями и был демобилизован 
в 1944 после тяжелого ранения. 
В его родном селе во время 
оккупации фашисты создали 
гетто, куда согнали евреев из 
окрестных поселков, и где в 
1942 году были расстреляны его 
две сестры и родители.

В США Зелик Романовский 

иммигрировал из Москвы в 
1989 году и прожил в Линне 
25 лет до переезда в Royal 
Rehabilitation Center в Braintree. 
С первых дней иммиграции 
Зелик принял активное участие 
в жизни еврейской общины 
Северного Берега .Член совета 
Массачусетской Ассоциации 
Ветеранов ВВII, Зелик 
активно помогал иммигрантам 
адаптироваться к новой жизни, 
был волонтером в синагоге 
Ahabat Sholom. В начале своей 
жизни в Америке Зелик смог 
вызвать и принять семьи своих 
родных: сына, двух братьев 
и сестры, всего 21 человек и 
собаку племянника.

Прожив непростую жизнь, 
Зелик никогда не жалуется. 

Его девиз “могло быть еще 
хуже” не раз выручал Зелика в 
сложных жизненных ситуациях. 
Он продолжает удивлять 
окружаюших и родных своей 
жизненной стойкостью и 
только ему присушим юмором.

В день своего векового 
юбилея, который он отметил 
в окружении семьи, Зелик 
получил поздравительную 
грамоту от Губернатора Штата 
Чарли Бэкера.

Русская Хроника поздравляет 
Зелика Романовского с заме-
чательным юбилеем и желает 
ему здоровья, хорошего нас-
троения и многих лет жизни

Вековой юбилей!

Первого декабря в Нью-Йорке прошли 
концерты юных музыкантов, победителей и 
призеров Ежегодного Фестиваля Русской Музыки 
(Russian Music Competition), организованного 
Talented Young Musicians Association. Среди 
выступавших были ученики двух музыкальных 
школ Северного Берега. Победители были 
удостоены чести выступать в Weill Recital Hall в 
Carnegie Hall.

Наши дети

NORTH SHORE DENTAL ASSOCIATES
Paul Shteynberg, D.M.D.Simon Faynzilberg, D.M.D.

и сотрудники офиса
поздравляют своих друзей

с Ханукой 
и Новым Годом!

21 TremonT ST., Lynn • 781-599-2260

Студенты Marblehead Piano Studio под 
руководством Елены Драбкин: Елизавета 
Бахнова и Елизавета Жорова,  первое место  
(дуэт) исполнили “Трепак” и “Китайский 
Танец” из балета П.И. Чайковского 
“Щелкунчик”.

На верхней фотографии: Алиса Ткач (13) 
и Вероника Изагулян (12), Гран-при (дуэт) 
исполнили “Большой Вальс” композитора 
Валерия Гаврилина к балету “Анюта.” 
Нижнее фото: Иван Монин (7), получивший 
первое место за исполнение пьесы Сергея 
Прокофьева “Вечер.” Эти юные музыканты 
- студенты Оли Тимерхановой.
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As we enter the “giving” time of year please add the Jewish Journal to your donation list or consider increasing your 
contribution. The future of this great publication depends on you. Our goal is to raise $100,000 by the end of 2017.

For 40 years, with no charge to our readers, the Jewish Journal has been published and delivered to our community.  
It is the tie that binds us together. Over 14,000 papers are mailed and delivered to thousands of Jews twice a month in  
the Greater Boston area. For thousands of Jews it is the only Jewish content that reaches their homes. 

We serve on the Board as stewards of this critical resource to meet the challenge of keeping our community connected. 

We take our responsibility seriously. Our Board and Staff are working long and hard to reorganize the Journal into  
an efficient, sustainable organization. Because we cherish each of you we write to inform you that the old model of  
running this paper must change. We are asking for contributions from you, our readers, to achieve this goal.

Thank you.

The perfect home  
for your lifestyle is here.  

Talk with me… let’s find it.
Kathleen Lynn Murphy   |   72 Front Street   |   Marblehead  MA  01945

781.631.1898   |   KathleenMurphyRealEstate.com   |   KathleenLynn.Murphy@SothebysRealty.com
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Karen & Jerry Madorsky
Ruth & Harvey Maibor
Estelle R Marshall
Jake & Karen Maslow
Ellen & Richard Mazow
Eleanor Meltzer
Mark & Karen Meyer
Lois Miller
Lilia Milman
Rhoda Morse
Sandra & Joe Motzkin  

in memory of  
Michael Motzkin

Jackie & Paul Newman
Mr Alfred Newman
Galina Nizhnikov

Ellie Noah in loving memory  
of Harold Noah

Ossoff Family Foundation
Alvah Parker
Harvey Pastan
Phyllis Patkin
Fran Pearlman
Jeffrey & Carol Phillips
Barbara R Phillips
Donna & Alan Pierce
Phyllis B Potash
Ellen Price
Sidney Quint
Carol Pilarski-Remis
Barbara & Jerry Rodman
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Ruth & Shea Rood
Arlene Rosen
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Maxine & Mitchell Selig
Phyllis Seltser in memory of my 
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Eileen & Neal Selznick
Roz Shapiro
Mark & Mimi Shapiro
Stanley & Etta Shapiro
Harvey Shapiro in memory of 

Eileen Shapiro – beloved 
wife, mother, grandmother

Lorraine Sheer in memory of 
my loved ones

Sam & Selma Shoer
Rosa Shuman
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Linda Siegel
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Barbara Silverman
Sandy & Stan Simon
Rosalyn & Murray Smith
Marilyn & Hank Sokolow
Margaret Somer
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Judith & Herman Swartz  

in honor of our son 
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And thank you to all  
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Thank you for donating to the Jewish Journal during the months of November and December, 2017
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HAPPY HANUKKAH 

& 

HEALTHY, 

FRUITFUL NEW YEAR

THE SWARTZ FAMILY
Matthew, Allison & Jesse

DEBBIE & NEAL SHALOM

Shore Village is conveniently located near area shops and restaurants,  
public transportation and beach. Our brand new apartments are equipped  

with full kitchens, washer and dryer in unit and walk-in closets.  
Community room with fireplace and rooftop deck with great views.

A community for 62 plus.
For more information and to arrange a tour call 978-532-4800

137 EASTERN AVE., LYNN
Managed by Crowninshield Management Corporation

$1,300

Happy 
Hanukkah

MgrGlobalRealty.com • mromanovsky@mgrglobal.com 
133 Broad St. Lynn • 781-581-7775

Michael Romanovsky, CIPS, CBR, RMM

Happy Hanukkah! 
May happiness and love 
brighten  your home.

                            ~ Galina & Michael Certify International Property 
Specialist. 

National Association of Realtors 
President's Liaison to Russian 
Guild of Relators 2009-2014

Broker/Owner
Your local and worldwide Realtor
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By Rabbi Robert S. Goldstein 

Almost every Jewish holiday with 
the exception of Hanukkah 
is mentioned in the Tanach, 

Jewish scripture. The Hanukkah story 
is found in the Book of Maccabees, 
which is included in a group of 
extra-Biblical literature known as the 
Apocrypha.

Scholars suggest a number of rea-
sons for this omission. Unlike the 
Torah and the prophets, the Book of Maccabees 
was written much later. Some speculate that 
because the original Hebrew account was lost and 
only the Greek version of the Hanukkah story sur-
vived and was later translated back into Hebrew, 
the text may have been corrupted and therefore 
lacks authority.

There is yet another theory that suggests the 
rabbis who determined the final version of the 
Hebrew Bible were uncomfortable with a text 
that celebrated a military conquest. While the 
Maccabees’ battle against the Greco-Syrians was 
certainly justified, it was troubling to the rabbis. 
In fact, they chose to emphasize the miracle of 
the vessel of oil, the light that lasted for eight days, 
rather than the Jewish military victory.

The Torah itself, which predates the Talmud, 
has many exam-
ples of violence. 
As author Bruce 
Feiler asserts, 
“Nowhere is the 
struggle between 
faith and violence 
described more 
vividly … than in 
the Hebrew Bible.” 
But by the time 
of the Hanukkah 
story, the rabbis 
were uncomfort-
able with a book 
that emphasized 

a military victory. Their decision to 
exclude the Book of Maccabees from 
the sacred canon reflected an evolu-
tion in Judaism. It revealed the rab-
bis’ desire to downplay violence and 
instead elevate the Jewish command-
ment to pursue peace.

Judaism does not expect total paci-
fism. At times, wars are necessary to 
preserve life. Some kinds of aggression 
are less legitimate, like the desire to 
dominate someone else or the result 

of a perverse and irrational need to hurt someone. 
The rabbis recognized this part of human nature. 

But the sages also understood our ability to 
curb our occasional aggressive inclinations. In 
the case of war, Judaism urges negotiation with 
the hopes of reconciliation – not appeasement, 
but compromise. And regarding our occasional 
tendency toward hostility, our tradition encour-
ages us to transform this inclination into peaceful 
acts through moral education, emphasizing com-
passion and understanding.

The rabbis, who spent their days arguing over 
the accurate interpretation of Jewish law, could 
never have imagined the destructive power of con-
temporary weapons of war, but they understood 
human nature. They were not impractical idealists, 
but they believed in the influence of moral educa-

tion, the value of 
debate, the util-
ity of compro-
mise, the power 
of diplomacy, and 
ultimately, in their 
wisdom, the cost 
of war.

Rabbi Robert 
S. Goldstein is the 
spiritual leader  
of Temple  
Emanuel of 
Andover. 

The Maccabees teach us the pursuit of peace

Magnes Collection of Jewish Art and Life
Detail from “The Story of Hanukkah” by Ori Sherman. 



By Rabbi Yossi Lipsker

In Jewish thought, the num-
ber seven symbolizes the 
routine cycles of our lives 

and the behavior patterns that 
we follow on a regular basis, 
both good and bad. We base this 
on a mystical idea that views 
the seven day creation cycle as 
an ongoing dynamic: We are its 
continuity. 

The number eight on the 
other hand symbolizes the 
interrupting of habit, a ven-
turing out beyond the shelter 
of our neat and familiar com-
fort zones. In the language of 
Kabbalah, the number seven 
symbolizes the seven emotional 
powers – or Sefirot – that come 
pre-wired into the human soul: 
love, restraint, harmony, ambi-
tion, devotion, bonding, and 
receptiveness. All of our routine 
behavior patterns are fashioned 
and stem in some form from 
these seven characteristics. 

 When we talk about reach-
ing for the number eight in 
Kabbalah, this symbolizes one 
step above the seven emotion-
al soul powers into the higher 
realms of the contemplative 
world, to the world of Bina, or 
understanding. This is one of 
the esoteric reasons that cir-

cumcision is performed on the 
eighth day, gifting the newly 
arrived soul with the future 
ability to live higher and deep-
er. When we reach the last night 
of Hanukkah, we have already 

lit all eight candles. 
On the last day of Hanukkah 

we are fully into the “eighth day” 
mode. On that day, we stand in 
the light of eight-day conscious-
ness, and we are empowered to 
ask ourselves:

 “What are the areas of my life 
where I’ve become paralyzed in 
seven-day syndrome?’ 

On the eighth day, we are sur-
rounded by this bouquet of light, 
and we envision ourselves fear-
lessly untangling those knots, 
daring to reach upward beyond 
ordinary awareness, awakening 
to a dawn of new and better 
ways of being in the world!

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker is the 
director of Chabad of the North 
Shore in Swampscott. 

Happy 
hanukkah

from

The Kepnes Family

Fleet Supply Co.
Chelsea, MA

New England’s Largest 
Truck Parts Supplier

EVAN’s
NEW YORK ST YLE DELI

HAPPY 
HANUKKAH

from
Evan, Shannon, Brooklyn 

& the entire staff

252 Humphrey St., Marblehead V 781-631-DELI (3354) V www.evansdeli.com

May your light continue to shine through 2018

Happy Chanukah
Much Love, Health, and Happiness

The Sontz Family
Becca, Brad, Sarah, Carly, Jack & Oakley

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
646 Humphrey Street • Swampscott

(781) 593-6455 • caffepaolina@yahoo.com

Happy Hanukkah
from 

Caffé Paolina
Cucina Italiana

THE CENTER FOR 
HOLOCAUST AND 
GENOCIDE STUDIES 
WISHES YOU A 
HAPPY HANUKKAH.
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The eighth day of Hanukkah and 
the Kabbalah of emotional freedom

The number eight 
symbolizes the 

interrupting of habit,  
a venturing out beyond 
the shelter of our neat 
and familiar comfort 

zones.



Warmest Wishes For
A Happy Chanukah 

978-745-3300 978-546-6734
Salem, MA Rockport, MA

Wishing all a Joyous and 
Fruitful Holiday Season

John and Linda Smidt

Wishing
You A
Happy

Chanukah
from your friends at

Celebrating the Hanukkah Story. 
Stories are powerful. The best ones transfer wisdom from one generation to 
the next, inspire us to do good things, and preserve our history. Hanukkah 
tells just such a story—one of courage, perseverance, and triumph of light 
over darkness.
The individuals who make up the Hebrew SeniorLife community all have 
their own stories to tell and wisdom to impart. They enrich the lives of those 
they touch, and those of us who are privileged to serve them. At this special 
time of the year, may we come together across the generations to celebrate 
the resilience of the human spirit.
On behalf of our Board of Directors and Trustees, staff and the seniors we 
serve, we wish you a Hanukkah filled with light, warmth and joy.

Jeffrey D. Drucker 
Board Chair 
Louis J. Woolf 
President and CEO

1200 Centre St., Boston, MA 02131  617-363-8000    www.hebrewseniorlife.org

Through the Adam and Matan Adelson Multigenerational Program,  
Hebrew SeniorLife unites generations to forge meaningful relationships.
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What may be the most expensive yarmulke ever is now for sale. 
With a $167,000 price tag, the yarmulke is covered with over 3,500 

sparkling Swarovski crystals and crowned with a stunning 2-carat 
flawless diamond. 

The yarmulke is available from artist Toks Daniel and the website 
VeryFirstTo.com.

The British Daniel is famed for his flashy pieces owned by celeb-
rities throughout the globe. His first religious piece is inspired by his 
attraction to Judaism.  

“Whilst I was a youngster in Nigeria, Jews had a rather exotic 
image,” Daniel said. “The more I have since been exposed to Jews 
and Judaism, the more I have become enamored with its rituals, 
principles, and aesthetics. My yarmulke design is a manifestation of 
my enchantment with the religion.”

It took Daniel 14 days to conceive and create the yarmulke, 
which required every one of the crystals to be painstakingly placed 
and applied to a pre-ordained position. It includes what he calls 
the pièce de résistance: 
a solitaire cut diamond 
set proudly atop a Star 
of David at the yarmul-
ke’s summit. 

If the yarmulke is 
sold, Daniel will donate 
$1,330 to Chabad 
Lubavitch of Nigeria. 
The charity provides 
for the spiritual welfare 
of the Jewish commu-
nity in Nigeria as well 
as promoting under-
standing, respect, and 
diversity.

For sale: a $167,000 yarmulke 
topped with a 2-carat diamond

Toks Daniel with jeweler Robert Goodman

Happy Hanukkah



781-479-0979 
www.joygoldstein.net
joyoushouses@gmail.com

CRS, GRI, CBR

L’Shana Tova 
Happy Healthy New Year

May the New Year bring you, 
your loved ones, and your families

Peace & Love.
Joy

Wishing You  
A Joyous 

Hanukkah  
Filled with Love

Campuses in 
Chelsea and Peabody

617-887-0001
978-471-5100 

www.chelseajewish.org

• Assisted Living and 
   Memory Support 
• Short-Term Rehab
• Long-Term Care
• Independent Living
• Adult Day Health
• Aging Life Care
• Home Care
• Personal Care and Hospice
• ALS & MS Specialized
   Care Residences

HappyChanukah!
WARMEST WISHES FROM YOUR 

FRIENDS AT CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

The entire Temple Sinai Family 
wishes you a Happy Hanukkah.

May you and your family find peace & hope 
in the rich traditions of this season.  

Rabbi David Cohen - Henriquez

Cantor David Aronson

Rabbi Emeritus,  Jonas Goldberg

Susan Weiner | Executive Director

Merle D. Hyman | President

1 Community Road, Marblehead MA  |  www.templesinaiweb.org  |  (781) 631-2763

  Hag Sameach

A Sweet & Happy 
Holiday Season!

From Roger & Elaine Volk
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Sweet Squash Latkes
Traditional latkes are made with potatoes, matzo meal and 

egg, and are heavily fried. My much healthier version uses yellow 
squash, whole-wheat bread crumbs and olive oil for sautéing.

Yield: 4 to 6 servings

Lovin’ from Bubbe’s oven

Ingredients:
2 medium yellow squash, 

peeled, seeded and grated
1½ teaspoons salt
2 eggs, lightly beaten
1 small onion, grated
1/3 cup whole-wheat bread 

crumbs or whole wheat 
flour

1 teaspoon baking powder
2½ to 3 tablespoons grated 

Parmesan cheese
¼ teaspoon freshly ground 

black pepper
Olive oil or coconut oil for 

frying

Directions:
1. In a medium bowl, toss 

grated squash with 1 teaspoon 
salt and let stand for 10 minutes. 
Squeeze squash dry, discard-
ing the liquid, then stir in eggs, 
onion, bread crumbs, baking 
powder, Parmesan cheese, and 
remaining salt and pepper and 
mix well. (Note: it is important 
to squeeze as much water as 
possible out of the squash. You 
can place the grated squash into 
a clean dish towel to remove 
excess liquid.)

2. In a large skillet, heat oil 
over medium heat.

3. When the pan is hot, drop 
heaping soup spoons of bat-
ter into the pan. You can use 
a spatula to flatten the latkes. 
Cook the latkes about 2 min-
utes on each side, until golden 
brown. Transfer carefully to a 
plate. Serve with plain yogurt or 
homemade applesauce.

Dawn Lerman is a nutri-
tionist, founder of Magnificent 
Mommies, and bestselling 
author of “My Fat Dad: A 
Memoir of Food, Love and 
Family, With Recipes.” Follow 
her @dawnlerman.



HAPPY NEW YEAR

The John Bertram House, Inc., a non-profit charitable organization,
owns and operates the John Bertram House, Salem, MA and the

Bertram House of Swampscott.

 Bertram House  
of Swampscott

Assisted Living & Memory Care
565 Humphrey Street

Swampscott, MA 01907
(781) 595-1991

bhs.bertramhouse.org

Happy HanukkahHappy HanukkaH

Bertram House
of  Swampscott

Paid for by The Committee to Elect Lori Ehrlich

Representative Lori Ehrlich and Family

Warm and Joyous Wishes for 
A Happy and Healthy 

HANUKKAH

Soon will be the shortest night 
 ... and then
  ... more light!  
   Lynn (Nehorah Li) Nadeau
    I see your light; do you see mine?

Soon will be the shortest night 
 ... and then
  ... more light!  
   Lynn (Nehorah Li) Nadeau
    I see your light; do you see mine?

Have a  
Happy 

Hanukkah!
From

Ted Bettencourt
Mayor

City of Peabody

781-956-2279 
www.rotenbergteam.com

Sima and Sam from Rotenberg Team 
wishing our clients, family and friends 

a Happy Hanukkah & a Healthy New Year

 Sima@rotenbergteam.com Sam@rotenbergteam.com
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By Rabbi David J. Meyer

It’s getting very dark outside, 
and it’s impossible not to 
notice. As December contin-

ues to unfold, we’re approach-
ing the very darkest time of the 
year. 

As Hanukkah arrives, the 
waning moon will be entering 
its most shadowy phase in the 
night sky.  At the same time, the 
sun is approaching its dimmest 
time of the year with the coming 
of the winter solstice Dec. 21: 
the shortest day (and longest 
night) of the year.  

So what is our Jewish 
approach to the gathering dark-
ness?  Why, we light it up!  

In his beautiful song, “Scare 
Away the Dark,” Passenger (the 
stage/professional name taken 
by Michael David Rosenberg) 
takes up the imagery of despair 
and hopelessness as symbolized 
by darkness, and 
encourages his 
listeners to refuse 
to give in, to join 
together in hope 
and determina-
tion, to “light up” 
and “scare away 
the dark.”  I think it’s a very 
“Jewish” message – particularly 
at this season of the year.

“Well, sing, sing at the top of 
your voice Love without fear in 
your heart Feel, feel like you still 
have a choice If we all light up 
we can scare away the dark.”

Of course, it is the lighting 
of the Hanukkah flames that 
is the primary observance of 
our Festival of Lights.  Not to 
take anything away from the 
dreidels, latkes (fried potato 
pancakes), sufganiyot (jelly 
doughnuts), and exchanging 
of gifts, but these all entered 
our yearly celebrations much 

later than the custom of lighting 
lamps. 

 But so, too, the beloved 
story of that little jar of oil that 
burned miraculously through-
out the eight days of rededicat-
ing the Temple in Jerusalem.  In 

fact, we don’t hear anything of 
the story of the miracle of the oil 
until long after the military vic-
tory of the Maccabees over the 
Assyrian forces of Antiochus. 
The miracle of the oil is never 
mentioned in the Books of the 
Maccabees, which were writ-
ten close to the actual events of 
Hanukkah (although excluded 
from the biblical canon).

Here’s what we read in the 
Talmud, a text composed 
hundreds of years after the 
Maccabean victory by sages liv-
ing hundreds of miles away in 
Babylon: “They [the Maccabees] 
searched high and low and 

found nothing except a single 
cruse of oil which had been set 
aside, enough for only a single 
day’s burning.  But a miracle 
ensued and the flame lasted for 
eight days and nights.”  

Although it emerges later in 
history, were it not for the story 
of the oil and the miracle, I don’t 
think the holiday would have 
persisted.  The lighting of can-
dles or lamps to celebrate a mil-
itary victory is a typically Greek 
thing to do, but it just doesn’t 
feel very Jewish. On the other 
hand, lighting up the darkness 
is an intensely authentic Jewish 
response, especially at the dark-
est time of the year.

Taking the story at face value, 
imagine the chutzpah it must 
have taken to kindle even that 
small bit of found oil, not know-
ing if it would last even a day 
or longer.  Maybe that’s the real 
miracle of the story – that some-

one discovered even a 
tiny jar of oil, and then 
expressed the courage, 
hope, and faith to light 
the lamps nonethe-
less. 

So this year, at least 
once during the holi-

day ahead, take time to find 
the hidden oil in your life – and 
light it up!  It may be a talent 
that you want to maximize, a 
relationship you hope to deep-
en, a cause to which you want 
to recommit. May our obser-
vance of the Festival of Lights 
help illuminate the darkness in 
our world wherever the light is 
needed most.  

Wishing a happy Hanukkah 
season to all our Jewish people, 
both here and around the world.

Rabbi David J. Meyer is 
the spiritual leader of Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead.

Scare away the dark

“If we all light up  
we can scare away the dark.”   

– Michael David Rosenberg,  
aka English singer-songwriter Passenger



Team Shulkin-Zabar Realtors

Catherine Shulkin Hope Zabar
781.859.0158 • Cell: 781.710.4261 781.479.0555 • Cell: 617.281.2116
cshulkin@saganrealtors.com hzabar@saganrealtors.com

Wishing you & your loved ones 

A joyous Hanukkah 
Filled with good health, happiness & peace.

HAPPY CHANUKAH!
 May your season be bright and full of joy.

SenatorStanRosenberg

@SenStan

@SenStanMA

STANROSENBERG.COMWWW

-Stan Rosenberg Massachusetts Senate President
  (Hampshire, Franklin and Worcester District)

Best Wishes
for a

Happy Hanukkah

Senator Thomas M. McGee

Paid for by the committee to elect Tom M. McGee

On behalf of  
the City of Salem,  

I would like to extend 
my warm wishes to  

the Jewish Community 
of the North Shore  

for a very  
Happy Hanukkah!!
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HAPPY HANUKKAH 
to all our loyal readers, 
advertisers and friends!

He kissed her goodbye and 
bolted from the car before 
she could respond. “Love ya, 
Mom!” he called out to her. 

Molly sat in the car holding 
the envelope that read “David’s 
Hanukkah Wish List.” It felt 
thick, like there were several 
sheets of paper folded inside 
of it. She was disappointed. 
Molly and her husband Morris 
had done their best to teach 
David about sharing with oth-
ers, understanding the value of 
money, and appreciating the 
things they had. She feared that 
peer pressure was having more 
of an influence over her boy 
than the good examples she and 
her husband tried to give him.

Once inside the mall, Molly 
bought herself a cup of coffee 
and sat at a small table. She 
pulled out the list she’d pre-
pared over the last few months 
of gifts she wanted to buy for 
family and friends. In David’s 
column she’d written the name 
of a series of books she knew he 
wanted. Now she wondered if 
David’s mega-list had any books 

on it at all. What was he ask-
ing for, anyway? Video games? 
A drum set, maybe? A dirt bike?

She pulled his envelope from 
her purse, thinking about the 
conversation she would have 
to have with her son that eve-
ning. As she removed the folded 
papers from the envelope, 10 
$5 bills floated onto the table. 
Molly quickly unfolded the 
pages. David’s wish list includ-
ed items like plant a tree, cook 
for Meals on Wheels, sponsor 
an exchange student, work at 
a soup kitchen, and read to the 
kids at the children’s hospital. 
There was also a note:

“Dear Mom and Dad, 
I know how lucky I am to 

have you for parents. And how 
fortunate I am to be related to 
the grandparents and cousins 
and other loving relatives that 
make up our family tree. But 
I’ve only just realized how many 
people don’t have compassion 
in their lives, and how much 
isn’t getting done in our world 

By Rabbi Richard Perlman

“You’re going Hanukkah shopping 
today, aren’t you?” David asked 
his mother as she dropped him 

off at junior high.
“Maybe,” she teased. “And maybe not.” 
“Well, I know you are,” David said. “You 

have on your sneakers and you only wear 
those when you’re headed for the mall. So 
here’s my list!” David smiled and pressed 
an envelope into his mother’s hand.  

A boy’s wish list captures 
the spirit of Hanukkah

continued on page 8A



INSURANCE SINCE 1907
SOUCY INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
85 LAFAYETTE STREET, SALEM, MA 01970

(978) 744-7110 • WWW.SOUCYINSURANCE.COM

SOUCY

Happy  Hanukkah!Happy  Hanukkah!

Temple Ner Tamid
368 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA 01960

978-532-1293 • 978-532-0101 (fax)
office@templenertamid.org

www.templenertamid.org

Wishes Everyone
Happy Chanukah

Rabbi – Richard Perlman
Cantor – Stephen Abramowitz
President – Adele Lubarsky
Synagogue Administrator – Beth K. Hoffman

HANUKKAH GREETINGS
FROM

Congregation Sons of Israel,
Peabody

PARK & SPRING STREETS

NOW IN OUR 108th YEAR
Rosalyn B. aBRams, PResident

RoBeRt WRight, Vice PResident

seth landau, sPiRitual leadeR

WWW.PeaBodycsi.oRg • PeaBodycsi.oRg@comcast.net

Amy Gold, Head of School 
Six Community Road, Marblehead, MA 

epsteinhillel.org | 781.639.2880

HILLEL
SCHOOL

EPSTEIN

Formerly Cohen Hillel Academy

 
From our little lights to yours,

Happy Chanukah!

 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL  
393 Atlantic Avenue 

Marblehead, MA 01945 
781.631.9300   

www.emanu-el.org 

 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL  
WISHES YOU A  

RADIANT  HANUKKAH  
FILLED WITH  

LIGHT ~ JOY ~ PEACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 

David J. Meyer 
Rabbi 

 

Brian Lewis  
President 

 

Judith Emanuel  
Executive Director 

 

Liz Levin 
Temple Educator 

 

Jon Nelson 
Music Specialist 

David J. Meyer
Rabbi

Josh Krell
President

Jaime Friedman
Executive Director

Liz Levin
Temple Educator

Jon Nelson
Music Specialist

Whether you like to cook it all yourself  
from cherished family recipes or you need  

ready-to-go timesavers, Wegmans has  
thousands of kosher certified products 

to help you celebrate with family and friends!

Hanukkah meals and 
appetizers made easy

visit us at wegmans.com
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only because nobody’s 
stepping up to do it. 
This is my way of 
stepping up. I’ll need 
your help because it 
could take a couple 
of years for me to 
accomplish every-
thing on my list and 
keep up with school, 
too. So you can ‘nudge’ 
me any time you want!

All My Love, David
P.S. The money’s for 

you, Mom! After you wear 
yourself out shopping for everybody else, 
have a pedicure on me!”

Molly wiped the tears from her eyes. She was 
overwhelmed by David’s thoughtfulness. And like 
any parent, Molly hoped she could make her son’s 
wishes come true. 

And so, I wonder, how did we approach 

Hanukkah? Did the gifts we got and gave 
improve the world or just the moment? 

The good news is, regardless of our 
answers, as Jews, we know it is our 
responsibility to work to improve 
the world. Living for the moment 

is not really fulfilling. Give  
tzedakah in some-

one’s honor or 
memory. Volunteer 

your time. And what-
ever we do to improve 

the world will allow us 
to end the year on a 
very positive note 

and to start the new 
year ready to continue to 

improve the world so that we 
can leave it just a little bit better 

than the way we found it. 
Chag Urim Sameach! May the light shine 

bright on our community and on all of our 
beloved families! 

Rabbi Richard Perlman is the spiritual  
leader of Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody.

Wish list
from page 7A



Because of this, as Cantor 
Elana Rozenfeld told me recent-
ly, Hanukkah is a wonderfully 
rich holiday for discussing con-
temporary Jewish life.

We can celebrate miracles 
and military victories, the 
supernatural and the human. 
We can celebrate light and hope 
in times of darkness. Through 
Hanukkah we can explore the 
themes of evolution, sovereign-
ty, assimilation, and civil war.

What is Hanukkah? For me, 
Hanukkah is a celebration of 
our survival. Just as the oil burns 
brightly for eternity, so too if we 
fight the right fights, the light of 
our souls will shine for eternity.

How did we survive? How did 
the Maccabees rally the Jewish 
people to defeat the mighty 
Seleucid Greek rulers? And 
how might this inspire not just 
our survival, but a renewal of 
inspired Jewish living?

At the time of the Maccabean 
revolt, there were two Jewish 
camps fighting against the 
Greeks: the Pietists and 
Maccabees. The Pietists were 
traditionalists. They “found 
the religious compromises in 
Hellenistic Jerusalem totally 
unacceptable” and went so far 
as to choose martyrdom over 
religious assimilation.  

The defining disagreement 
between the Maccabees and the 
Pietists was Jewish law that pro-
hibited warfare on the Sabbath. 

It is important to recog-
nize that between these two 
extremes were the majority of 
Jews: regular people who hadn’t 

yet taken a side. The outcome 
of the Maccabean rebellion and 
the future of Judaism would 
depend upon which group per-
suaded the masses to join their 
side. 

Matityahu HaKohen, father 
of Judah Maccabee, and his 
allies realized that adher-
ence to Jewish law would be 
suicide. So, “[o]n that day they 
came to a decision: ‘If any man 
comes against us in battle on 
the Sabbath day, we shall fight 
against him and not all die as 
our brothers died in their hiding 
places.’” (1 Maccabees 2:41). 

The Maccabees advanced 
authentic, albeit new, Torah, 
and with Pietist and broad sup-
port defeated the Seleucids.

They were the first to espouse 
a Jewish value that we take for 
granted today. Five hundred 
years later the law of pikuah 
nefesh – that the preservation 
of human life takes precedence 
over all the other command-
ments – would become codified 
in the Talmud.

Here on the North Shore 
and in America, we don’t face 
a threat like the Seleucids – nei-
ther militarily, nor in terms of 
their decrees forbidding Jewish 
practice. Our challenge is not 
external, but internal. 

For 2,000 years the syna-
gogue has been the center of 
the Jewish community and the 
medium for Jewish continuity. 
According to Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies’ 2015 Greater 
Boston study, synagogues are 
only serving 32 percent of the 

15,300 households with at least 
one Jewish adult.

We must all be part of the 
solution. With over 10,000 
unaffiliated households, there 
should not be competition 
between synagogues. Rather, we 
must all strive to be meaning-
ful and relevant to those whose 
past experience turned them off 
from synagogue life. We must 
create services that spark first-
timers to say, “I want to come 
back for more!” 

At Shirat Hayam, our vision is 
to offer a Judaism that is inspir-
ing, accessible and non-judg-
mental, with experiences that 
leave people feeling welcomed, 
connected, and enriched. While 
we remain true to Torah, like the 
Maccabees, we do not adhere 
blindly to tradition. 

During this Festival of Light, 
let the eternal light of the can-
dles inspire the innovation that 
allows Jewish wisdom and prac-
tice to be a real and positive 
force for good in our lives. Like 
the Maccabees, let us advance 
alternate Torah values that 
usher in meaning and purpose, 
blessing our lives with holiness 
and happiness. 

Hag urim sameach, blessings 
for a Hanukkah of love and light. 

Rabbi Michael Ragozin is the 
spiritual leader of Congregation 
Shirat Hayam in Swampscott. 
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Hanukkah: A celebration of our survival 

At 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Dec. 19, Congregation 
Shirat Hayam is hosting a 
free Community Hanukkah 
Celebration. Tickets 
required. Contact Marylou at 
781-599-8005 or marylou@
shirathayam.org. Happy Hanukkah!Happy Hanukkah!

By Rabbi  
Michael Ragozin

“What is the reason for 
Hanukkah?” asks the 
Gemara portion of the 

Talmud. What are we celebrating? What 
feelings are we experiencing? What ideas 
are we exploring? 

These questions demonstrate that 
our tradition offers a myriad of reasons, 
meanings, and themes for Hanukkah. 



By Judy Lash Balint
JNS.ORG

SDEROT – The Menorah 
Candle Company, manufactur-
er and exporter of millions of 
Hanukkah candles worldwide, is 
one of the oldest businesses in 
the industrial zone of Sderot, the 
Negev city better known as a fre-
quent target for Hamas rockets 

than for its commerce.
Menorah produces the small 

bright-blue box filled with 44 
multicolored candles and print-
ed with iconic images designed 
by Boris Schatz of the early 20th 
century Bezalel art movement. 
This simple box of candles has 
been a trusted Hanukkah holi-
day component for Jews around 
the world for decades. 

Today, the factory is run by an 
idealistic CEO, Ilan Ben Moshe, 
who considers the operation a 
business and a national mis-
sion. The factory was moved to 
Sderot from Tel Aviv in 1988 by 
its previous owner, a Holocaust 
survivor, who bought the com-
pany from its founders. The 
original business started in 1939 
as the first candle manufactur-
er in Palestine. Menorah now 
employs 40 workers, all residents 
of Sderot and the surrounding 
area.

“We’ve gone through two 
wars here in the past four years,” 
noted Ben Moshe, referring to 
Israel’s eight-day Operation Pillar 
of Defense in November 2012 
and 2014’s Operation Protective 
Edge in the Gaza Strip. “Sderot is 
less than a mile from Gaza and 
has been under fire for 14 years, 
but people here are very brave,” 
he added.

On a recent afternoon, Ben 
Moshe invited a visitor into the 
operation and the large protect-
ed area where workers take shel-
ter when Israel’s Red Alert siren 

gives a 15-second warning of an 
imminent rocket attack.

In the 2012 war, Menorah was 
forced to close for 10 days when 
the area came under frequent 
bombardment, and anxiety 
among workers was a constant 
companion.  

In June 2014, a direct rocket 
hit on a nearby paint factory was 
one of the attacks that brought 
Israel into the month-long Gaza 
War. The factory was completely 
destroyed in the attack, and four 
workers were injured.

When that happened, Ben 
Moshe, who makes the 90-min-
ute commute from Jerusalem 
every day, said he consid-
ered moving his factory to the 
Jerusalem area, but, ultimately 
decided to “stay here forever. I 
consider it our mission to be 
here.”

“Candles have soul,” Ben 
Moshe asserted. That’s what 
attracted him and two partners 
to buy the company in 2012, 
after a successful career as a 
vice president of several large 
Israeli corporations and a brief 
experience producing candles in 
Turkey. 

Ben Moshe, 44, the son of a 
Canadian-born mother and an 
Iraqi father, served as an IDF 

paratrooper and is the father of 
four. An observant Jew, he takes 
pride in providing for the reli-
gious needs of Jews worldwide.

He’s quick to note that 
Menorah has expanded over 
the years to produce and export 
Shabbat candles, memorial can-
dles, Havdalah candles, and, in 
the last year, individual cups of 
olive oil. Many in Israel prefer 
to commemorate the Hanukkah 
miracle of a single cruse of oil 
lasting for eight days in its origi-
nal form.

Individual oil cups now con-
stitute 15 percent of Menorah’s 
Hanukkah trade.

A parallel part of the Menorah 
ethos is providing employment 
and occupational therapy to 
local people with special needs. 
Ten of the 40 workers at the 
75,000 sq. ft. plant are from the 
special needs community and 
are involved in various aspects of 
packing and shipping thousands 
of oil cups and candles daily.

One last stop on the factory 
tour is the small synagogue on 
its premises that is used for daily 
Torah study. Ben Moshe reflects 
on the candle legacy he’s per-
petuating and growing bigger.

“God sent me here,” he said 
with a smile.  

Wıshes for a 
Happy
Chanukah
From the 

Board of Directors 
and Staff of

www.jbbbs.org · info@jbbbs.org · (617) 558-6535
David Franklin, Board Chair  •  Kimberlee Schumacher, President/CEO

www.jbbbs.org  •  info@jbbbs.org  •  (617) 558-6535
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Marlene Badolato 
ABR, CRS, GRI

(617) 775-9886 ~ cell.
(781) 631-9886 ~ res.
marlene@marlenehomes.com
12 Atlantic Ave.
Marblehead, MA 01945

10A THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – DECEMBER 14, 2017 HAPPY HANUKKAH

Israel’s first Hanukkah candle factory endures 77-year history

Judy Lash Balint 
Ilan Ben Moshe, owner of Menorah Candle Company, in the small 
synagogue on the factory premises. 

Happy Hanukkah

Wishing you 
a Happy Chanukah!

CAMP YOUNG JUDAEA
Amherst, NH  •  Founded in 1939
Irwin “Buddy” Levine, President
Jamie Marks & Marcy Kornreich, Directors
781-237-9410  •  www.cyj.org



By Rabbi Nechemia
Schusterman

Needless to say, while my 
holy Jewish brother, Reb 
Adam, put it cutely, I 

don’t know if he quite captured 
the essence of the holiday.

We’ve all heard the story a 
hundred times about the vic-
tory of the Jews over the Assyrian 
Greeks, and the miracle of the oil 
that lasted eight days instead of 
one. The holiday is celebrated 
by reciting special prayers and 
public menorah lightings (see 
northshorechanukah.com to 
find one near you), sharing the 
message of the holiday. We light 
the menorah in our homes, add-
ing a candle each night.

This is all fine and nice, BUT 
THERE IS MORE!

(Everyone has seen those 
late-night commercials, selling 
some item that you likely don’t 
need, but they try to lure you in 
with “BUT THERE’S MORE, IF 
YOU ORDER IN THE NEXT 10 
MINUTES, WE WILL DOUBLE 
YOUR ORDER FOR FREE!” I’d 
like to try that here, with one 
critical exception. Unlike those 
late night products, what I am 
offering to the story of Hanukkah 
is useful and needed by all.
Typically, light is used for what 
you are doing. You flip a switch 
in your bedroom because you 

need light. You put a floodlight 
in your backyard so you can play 
basketball after dark. You turn 
on your flashlight to brighten 
dark spaces that the larger light 
isn’t shining on so you can tight-
en that elusive screw. 

Imagine a world where the 
reason you created light was for 
everyone else BUT YOU? 

Remember the infamous JFK 
line, “Ask not what your country 
can do for you – ask what you 
can do for your country.” I pro-
pose that a deeper message of 
Hanukkah is: Ask not what your 
lights will do for you, but what 
your lights will do for others.

There is a curious feature 
about the menorah that was 
lit in the holy Temple and the 
light it produced. In the days 
of old, windows worked differ-

ently. You had very thick walls 
of your house, with the narrow 
side exposed to the outside, and 
the wider side on the inside of 
the house. (Like a funnel, or an 
inverted bull horn.)

Thus, you limited your expo-
sure to intruders, but maximized 
on the amount of light you took 
into your home. But the win-
dows of the holy Temple were 
made opposite. Narrow side on 
the inside, and wider side on the 
outside.

Our sages teach us that this 
was to convey that the Temple 
was lighting up the world, not 
vice versa. The light, spiritual-
ity, and holiness of the Temple 
was for brightening up the dark 
world outside.

This Hanukkah, perhaps, in 
addition to doing our personal 
menorah lightings and manda-

tory latke eating at home, as well 
as our publicizing the miracle by 
attending public menorah light-
ings, let’s attempt to emulate the 
lights of the Temple, and try not 
to selfishly light our own lives, 
but try to brighten the lights of 
others.

There is a curious law regard-
ing the menorah. It says, “It is 
forbidden to use the lights of 
the menorah, only to gaze upon 
them.”

Now, if I can’t use them, then 
what good does gazing upon 
them do? If I could read a book 

by its radiance, then fine. But 
to simply look at it? What is that 
worth?

It now makes sense. Just look-
ing at the light is uplifting. There 
is something magical about 
flames that draw us to simply 
stare at them. If it does that for 
us, it can do that for others as 

well. We simply need to #share-
thelights.

If we do that, it isn’t eight 
crazy nights, but eight amazing 
nights. 

Rabbi Nechemia 
Schusterman is the director of 
Chabad of Peabody. 

Blessings to you & yours 
at Hanukkah and always

 Happy 
 Holidays

Judy White, 
Realtor
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Hanukkah: A time to brighten the lights of others

Hanukkah is the festival of lights 
Instead of one day of presents,  

we have eight crazy nights. 
           – Adam Sandler, “The Hanukkah Song,” 1994



By Adam Abrams
JNS.ORG

Is it possible to stay enter-
tained for “eight crazy 
nights?” For the wintertime 

extravaganza of Hanukkah, 
Israel offers a wide selection of 
cultural, culinary and religious 
activities to pack any tourist or 
resident’s schedule. 

Ahead of Hanukkah 2017 JNS.
org presents eight ways to mark 
the holiday – one for each night – 
in Jerusalem and throughout the 
Jewish state.

1. Fresh latkes and sufganiyot

While lighting oil-filled lamps 
on the menorah is how Jews 
traditionally commemorate the 
miracle of Hanukkah, eating fes-
tive foods fried in oil has long 
been a popular aspect of the 
holiday.

“Special tastes of Hanukkah, 
such as doughnuts with myriad 
of fillings and other fried deli-
cacies are available at virtually 
every bakery and food store,” 
Israeli Tourism Ministry spokes-
person Anat Sichr Aronson told 
JNS.org.

Bakeries, restaurants and mar-
kets across Israel serve up latkes 
as well as creative selections of 
sweet deep-fried doughnuts – 
called sufganiyot – throughout 
the holiday. 

2. Menorah lighting  
at the Western Wall

Every evening throughout 
the “festival of lights,” the large 
menorah at the Western Wall is 
lit in a public ceremony attended 
by some of the country’s lead-
ing rabbis and officials. If you 
happen to be in Jerusalem at the 
time, the menorah lighting at the 
holy site is what many consider a 
special spiritual experience. The 
lighting ceremony occurs shortly 
after sunset, which is around 4:30 
p.m. during the winter season in 
Jerusalem. 

3. Jerusalem hanukkiot tours

During the eight nights of 
Hanukkah, residents of Jerusalem 
place their menorahs in windows 
and in glass boxes outside their 
homes to share the holiday lights 
with passersby. The sheer num-
ber of lit menorahs glowing amid 
Jerusalem’s ancient limestone 
walls creates a unique ambiance.

The Jerusalem municipal-
ity organizes “hanukkiot tours” 
to take visitors through the holy 
city’s neighborhoods to see 
various Hanukkah menorahs, 
Aronson said. “Tourists can take 
advantage of the evening walking 
tours through these neighbor-
hoods, where they can enjoy see-
ing the hanukkiot lit in windows 
and even on walls and on the 
streets,” she said. 

4. Hamshushalayim  
Winter Festival

Jerusalem’s annual winter fes-
tival, Hamshushalayim, occurs 
during four consecutive week-
ends (from Thursday-Saturday), 
with events ranging from con-
certs and plays to street perfor-
mances, exhibitions and special 
tours. There are also plenty of 
family-oriented activities avail-
able in the city throughout 
Hamshushalayim.

Hamshushalayim events in 
previous years have included 
movie screenings, puppet shows, 

the Israel-Ethiopian Arts Festival, 
classic flamenco music and ladi-
no dance nights. 

This year’s Jerusalem Jazz 
Festival takes place before 
Hanukkah. 

5. The Israel Museum

Israel’s largest cultural institu-
tion has an extensive collection 
of art, archaeological findings 
and Judaica, as well as a youth 
section for children and a fine 
arts wing offering an eclectic dis-
play of modern, Israeli, European 
and contemporary art. 

“During Hanukkah we offer 
free entrance for children, as we 
do every holiday,” a museum 
spokesperson told JNS.org. “We 
will have a daily workshop called 
‘Art After Light,’ a fireworks show 
every evening, a puppet show 
for kids and an exhibition in the 
youth wing where children can 
build menorahs.”

6. Wine tasting

Although there is no spe-
cific obligation to drink during 
Hanukkah, Israel has some 250 
wineries, many of which offer 
special tastings and tours during 
the holiday’s eight days. Tzuba 
Estate Winery in the Judean Hills 
and Psagot Winery in Binyamin 
hold events during Hanukkah. 
The award-winning Tulip Winery 
in Kfar Tikva has also hosted wine 
tastings with menorah lightings 
during the festival.

7. Ancient Modi’in

Modi’in was the hometown 
of the Maccabees, who led the 
revolt against the Hellenistic 
Seleucid Empire that culminated 
in a miraculous military victo-
ry and the rededication of the 
Jewish Temple in Jerusalem. 

Residents of modern-day 
Modi’in visit the ancient Umm 
el-Umdan synagogue to light 
menorahs and pray. A trip to 
Modi’in’s ancient sites during 
Hanukkah is a way to connect 
with Jewish history and add 
deeper meaning to the holiday.

8. The Bible Lands Museum

The Bible Lands Museum – 
located across the street from the 
Israel Museum – offers dozens 
of galleries and exhibits focus-
ing on societies in the ancient 
Near East, from the dawn of civi-
lization to the beginning of the 
Christian era. During Hanukkah, 
the museum features holiday-
themed exhibits, tours and work-
shops. 
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Ways to celebrate Hanukkah’s  
eight nights in the Holy Land
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We wish you and yours a 
season of light and happiness.

Happy
Hanukkah
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Dreidel is Yiddish for “spinning top.” A dreidel is a pointed, 
four-sided top which can be made to spin on its pointed 
base. Dreidels are normally made of plastic or wood, though 

there are silver or glass “designer dreidels” available on the market, 
usually intended for display purposes. It is customary to play dreidel 
games on the holiday of Hanukkah.

What is written on the dreidel
There is a Hebrew letter embossed or printed on each of the 

dreidel’s four sides. These four letters form the acronym of the 
phrase: Nes gadol hayah sham, “a great miracle happened there,” 
a reference to the Hanukkah miracle that transpired in the Land of 
Israel.

Why we play dreidel
It is told that the dreidel, known in Hebrew as a sevivon, dates 

back to the time of the Greek-Syrian rule over the Holy Land – which 
set off the Maccabean revolt that culminated in the Hanukkah 
miracle. Learning Torah was outlawed by the enemy, a “crime” pun-
ishable by death. The Jewish children resorted to hiding in caves in 
order to study. If a Greek patrol would approach, the children would 
pull out their tops and pretend to be playing a game. 

By playing dreidel during Hanukkah we are reminded of the 
courage of those brave children.

How to play dreidel
Players take turns spinning the dreidel. Having the dreidel fall on 

each Hebrew letter results in a different action.

Land on “nun” ( b ) and nothing happens.

Land on “gimmel” ( d ) and you get to take the whole pot.

Land on “hay” ( v ) and you take half of the pot.

Land on “shin” ( a ) and you must give a predetermined amount
back into the kitty.

Whenever the kitty is emptied, every player must contribute a set 
amount. Any player that cannot contribute after landing on a “shin” 
or after a fellow player lands on a “gimmel” loses.

– Chabad.org

What Is a Dreidel 
(Sevivon)?
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By Deborah Fineblum
JNS.ORG

Hanukkah and children’s 
books go together like 
latkes and applesauce.

In fact, Hanukkahs of old 
often included a book, its pages 
spotted with droplets of can-
dle wax. In its pages the brave 
Maccabees once again defeat 
the Syrian Greeks, a tiny cruse 
of oil keeps the temple’s meno-
rah aglow for a miraculous eight 
days, children spin dreidels for 
chocolate gelt (money) and you 
can almost smell the sizzling 
latkes.

These days, the marketplace 
overflows with books that can 
warm up the coldest Hanukkah 
night. The books reflect both 
the holiday’s miracles and the 
nuances of growing up Jewish in 
the 21st century.

“We’re seeing an exciting 
diversity in kids’ Hanukkah 
books now,” says Joy Getnick, 
director of Jewish life at the 
Louis S. Wolk Jewish Community 
Center of Greater Rochester. One 
of the best parts of her job: fun-
neling children’s books into the 
JCC’s preschool, books Getnick 
test-drives with her 2-year-old 
son.

Experts say there’s a certain 
quality of magic in the best of 
these books – making them the 
kinds of gifts that keep giving.

“They have to celebrate being 
Jewish in a diverse world and 
transmit powerful values to the 
new generation,” Getnick tells 
JNS.org.

“They have to make the 
child wonder what’s going 
to happen next,” says Lyndall 
Miller, who directs the Jewish 
Early Childhood Education 
Leadership Institute, where the 
Jewish Theological Seminary 
and Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion pro-
vide leadership training and 
Jewish learning to directors of 
early childhood centers.

“They have to give Jewish 
children a sense of pride and 
inclusion,” says Rachel Kamin, a 
book reviewer, judge and editor 
who directs the Joseph and Mae 
Gray Cultural & Learning Center 
at North Suburban Synagogue 
Beth El in Highland Park, Ill.

Hanukkah-themed children’s 
books “help us see how the mir-
acles in our own lives reflect 
the miracle” of the holiday, says 
Meredith Lewis, director of con-
tent and engagement for the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation’s 
PJ Library program, which dis-
tributes nearly 200,000 Jewish 
children’s books to families in 
the US, Canada and elsewhere.

As of press time, publish-
ers were still rolling out new 
Hanukkah releases, but sever-
al titles had already surfaced. 
Among them are “Little Red 

Ruthie: A Hanukkah Tale,” by 
Gloria Koster, a spin on “Little 
Red Riding Hood;” and “Queen 
of the Hanukkah Dosas,” by 
Pamela Ehrenberg, featuring a 
family celebrating with spicy 
Indian food.

“You can smell the curry 
coming off this wonderful new 
book,” says Lewis, noting that 
“Queen of the Hanukkah Dosas” 
and “Little Red Ruthie” made it 
into PJ Library’s fall lineup. Other 
notable new releases include 
“Judah Maccabee Goes to the 
Doctor,” by Ann Koffsky; “Way 
Too Many Latkes: A Hanukkah 
in Chelm,” by Linda Glaser; and 
“The Missing Letters: A Dreidel 
Story,” by Renee Londner.

But tried-and-true Hanukkah 
classics continue to delight.

“If I had to pick one Han-
ukkah book to read to my kids 
every night, it would be Eric 
Kimmel’s brilliant ‘Hershel and 
the Hanukkah Goblins,’” says 
Kamin. She also loves Kimmel’s 
lesser-known goblin story, 
“Zigazak! A Magical Hanukkah 
Night” and his “The Hanukkah 
Bear,” in which an elderly latke-
maker mistakes a bear for her 
rabbi. 

For those looking for a dra-
matic children’s book, Louise 
Borden’s “The Journey That 
Saved Curious George” features 
Hans and Margret Rey’s escape 
on bicycles from the Nazis dur-
ing World War II – taking chil-
dren’s book manuscripts along 
for the journey.

Meanwhile, for interfaith 
families, Hanukkah can be a 
delicate time when it comes to 
reading.

“Parents and grandparents 
say, ‘A book about Christmas 
and Hanukkah? That’s great!’ But 
they need to read it first,” warns 
Kamin. “Is it patronizing or 
insulting? Or does it sensitively 
reflect the message of Hanukkah 
for an interfaith family?”

“In what can be a confusing 
time of year,” she says, “it’s often 
the grandparents who become 
the portal to tradition and play a 
key role in shaping identity.”

By transmitting values, children’s books 
are the Hanukkah gifts that keep giving

Photo by Jonathan Getnick
Joy Getnick reading a Hanukkah 
story book to her son, Benjamin. 

Happy Hanukkah
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By Rabbi Steven Lewis

As we approach Hanukkah 
each year, I always 
feel a little bad for the 

Maccabees. On the one hand, 
they were terrifically successful 
at recapturing and rededicating 
the ancient Temple in Jerusalem 
and establishing a new Jewish 
festival. That was a remarkable 
achievement. However, their 
goal of freeing the Jewish com-
munity from Greek political and 
intellectual influences failed 
terribly. 

At the conclusion of the trans-
formative Zionist pamphlet first 
published in 1896, “The Jewish 
State,” Theodor Herzl writes: “I 
believe that a wondrous genera-
tion of Jews will spring into exis-
tence. The Maccabees will rise 
again!” Quite an ironic call from 
a secular Jew considering that 
the Maccabees were fighting 
not only for Jewish sovereignty, 
but also against adopting Greek 
ideas (like democracy) and 
practices (like participation in 
sports competition). 

This modern Zionist 
Maccabean revival was envi-
sioned specifically in support 
of a secular democracy. Thus 
the Maccabees became modern 
Zionist symbols for the type of 
Greek influence and assimila-
tion their original revolt sought 
to eradicate. 

Outside of the historical 
and political realm, Hanukkah 
is a drama of light. In the 
debate between the schools of 
Shammai and Hillel about the 
proper way to light the meno-
rah described in the Talmud, 
Shammai says one should light 
all eight lamps on the first night 
and remove one each subse-
quent night. Hillel, whose prac-
tice we follow today, says we 
begin with one on the first night 
and increase by one each night. 
One explanation the Gemara 
offers for Hillel’s practice is that 
in matters of holiness, we always 
increase rather than decrease. 

Thus hundreds of years after 
the Maccabees established 
Hanukkah to commemorate 
their military victory, we are 
offered another explanation for 
the festival. It is in this pas-
sage that we first hear of the 
miracle of the oil lasting eight 

days, something conspicu-
ously missing from the Books 
of Maccabees. Hanukkah then 
becomes not just a commemo-
ration, but an opportunity to 
enact a crescendo of light and 
holiness right now, in a time of 
darkness. 

On the literal level, 
Hanukkah falls at the darkest 
time of year. While the eight 
days of Hanukkah do not always 
include the longest night of the 
year, the winter solstice, they do 
always include the new moon 
of Tevet. While not the longest 
night of the year, it is the moon-
less night closest to the winter 
solstice and so the longest dark-
est night. This darkness drama 
is diminished by the luxury of 
ubiquitous artificial light. Yet 
most of us are very aware of 
the shrinking daylight this time 
of year and its painfully lan-
guid return in the long winter 
months to come. 

The challenge and opportu-
nity of Hanukkah is not lighting 
the most candles, but bringing 
the most holiness we can into 
the world. Just as the light is 
both literal and metaphoric, so, 
too, is the darkness. Regardless 
of our particular perspectives 
and circumstances, we should 
all be able to see places where 
our love, compassion, and help 
can bring hope and healing. 

In the second blessing before 
the Shema, we ask for a “new 
light” to illumine Zion. As with 
many of our prayers, I do not 
read this as a passive request for 
God to do something for us, but 
rather as an exhortation that 
we bring new light to Zion and 
to the world. This is what the 
Zionism Herzl envisioned, and 
what the festival of Hanukkah 
demands of us each winter. 

We are never in control of 
what we create. Buildings will 
be built and destroyed; politi-
cal meanings and legacies will 
be reversed and overturned. Yet 
in our homes, this darkest time 
of year, we increase the light. 
May our holiness, our light, our 
mitzvot, our compassion, and 
acts of loving kindness grow and 
continue to grow as our lasting 
legacy. 

Rabbi Steven Lewis is the 
spiritual leader of Temple 
Ahavat Achim in Gloucester.
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Happy Hanukkah 
from the Staff and Board of the Jewish Journal

Cause a new light  
to shine on Zion  

Photo by Valerio Berdini
A man next to a menorah at the Western Wall in Jerusalem on the 
seventh day of Hanukkah.
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By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

“What is it All but Luminous:  
Notes from an underground man”

By Art Garfunkel
Alfred A. Knopf (wwww.aaknopf.com)

Though he has 
often been tout-

ed and entitled “the 
Singer,” in his new 
journal of recollec-
tion, Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame induct-
ee Art Garfunkel 
takes a much more 
humble view of 
himself bringing 
readers from his 
middle-class Jewish 
upbringings to his 
life-changing role as 
the Cheshire Cat in a 
production of “Alice 
in Wonderland” to 
his long and storied partnerships with the White 
Rabbit (stage husband Paul Simon), his “lover” 
(wife Kathryn), and “the greatest of them all” 
(director and collaborator Mike Nichols). Along 
the way, Garfunkel offers personally picked pages 
of pictures and prose that reveal a great deal of 
what went on before, behind, and after the time 
in the spotlight and shows just what a Jewish kid 
from New York can do with a song in his heart.

“Book of Longing”
By Leonard Cohen

ECCO/Harper Collins (www.harpercollins.com)

As millions 
of fans con-

tinue to long for 
one more note 
from their beloved 
“Rabbi” Leonard 
Cohen, the dearly 
departed trou-
badour has left a 
farewell love let-
ter in the form of 
this limited edi-
tion collection of 
original words and 
images that depict 
a life’s worth of 
c o n t e m p l a t i o n 
about everything 
from “Alexandra 

Leaving” to “Your Heart.” Written during a five-
year stay at a California monastery and during a 
series of international travels that eventually took 
him home to his native Montreal, Book of Longing 
(the 20-year-later follow-up to his seminal Book of 
Mercy) serves as a guide to the mysterious mind 
of a musical genius and also as a guide to living, 
loving, and longing for those who knew him and 
those who are yet to have the privilege.

“When the Night Sings” 
By Vesper Stamper

Random House Children’s  (www.getunderlined.com)

Combining beautiful words with equally 
elegant illustrations, CT author/illustrator 

Vesper Stamper tells a teen-perspective Holocaust 
story that combines elements of Anne Frank and 
Art Spiegelman. Following the story of a young 
Holocaust survivor who is made to spend painful 
hours in a displaced person’s camp, Stamper takes 
readers into historically-accurate realms that are 
rarely explored in such venues. While based on 
a story of unthinkable loss, Stamper’s heroine is 
able to find new ways to live and love and an even 
deeper connection to her Jewish heritage. In the 
process, she finds a new music in life.

“Toot the Horn”
By Billy Jonas

Bang a Bucket (www.billyjonas.com)

 

Culling some 
of the most 

popular spiritual 
selections from his 
international pre-
sentations of New 
Jewish Songs of Joy 
and Spirit, spir-
ited singer/song-
writer Billy Jonas 
has compiled a 
collection for PJ 
Library that offers great Jewish-themed music 
for young and old. Among the creative com-
bos are Jonas’ popular call-and-response “Tongo” 
with “Oseh Shalom” and remixes of “Modeh Ani,” 
“Mi-Chamocha,” and the spiritual “God Is In,” 
as well as new presentations of the year-starting 
chant “Rosh Hashanah” from 2015’s Jewish song 
cycle “Habatya (Homeward).” Among the other 
highlights are a dance tune about “Tefilla” and 
“Toot the Horn,” which is perhaps the only song 
that presents all the major Jewish holidays on 
one foot. So grab a (recycled) can and spend 
Hanukkah (or any season) banging along!

“I Am … Books”
By Brad Meltzer

Dial Books (www.bradmeltzer.com)

Though he has lived as many inspiring lives 
as all of his subjects combined, lawyer/DC 

Comics artist/best-selling mystery writer/TV pro-
ducer and host/award-winning children’s author 
(and dad) Brad Meltzer continues to find even 
greater successes celebrating the successes of 
others. In the latest of his “Ordinary People Can 
Change the World” series, Meltzer turns his happy 
historian’s lens on Gandhi and progressive path-
finder Sacagawea. Focusing on the life-long values 
each espoused, Meltzer continues to inspire young 
and old alike with stories of amazing people who 
did incredible things with no more ability than 
anyone else; just passion, dedication, and other 
attributes anyone can develop within themselves 
and encourage in others.

Music and words: Jewish  
musicians offer a bit of both

continued on page 18A



Wishing you and yours
a Happy Chanukah!

CHABAD OF THE NORTH SHORE
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Please visit NorthShoreChanukah.com 
for a complete listing of our Chanukah  
celebrations across the North Shore
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Show Tunes,

Jewish and Israeli Music

Best Wishes 
for a 

Happy Hanukkah!
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Wishing you a healthy, happy 
 and prosperous New Year
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Happy
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Best wishes for a 

May this holiday season  
bring us all light through love,  

friendship and acts of kindness.

HAPPY HANUKKAH!
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By Rabbi David Kudan

I have come to the conclu-
sion that the dreidel is not 
merely a toy to help pass 

the time while the Hanukkah 
candles are burning. It may not 
be stretching the truth to say 
that the dreidel – the little top 
– is the basis of one of the most 
important inventions of mod-
ern times: the gyroscope. 

In the 18th century, a British 
scientist was fascinated by the 
ability of the spinning top to 
remain level despite the shifting 
of the support underneath. He 
believed that the top could pro-
vide an artificial horizon that 
would be useful for sailors to 
find their way in shifting seas. 
Eventually, the French scientist 
Leon Foucault coined the term 
“gyroscope” from the Greek 
terms gyros to spin, and sco-
pein, “to see.”  

Why this science lesson in 
our discussion of Hanukkah? 
Because the dreidel is a remind-
er of our people’s ability to retain 
our balance despite the shifting 
circumstances in which we live. 

In “Fiddler on the Roof,” 
Tevye asks, “And how do we 
keep our balance?” We have 
been able to do so, and to find 
our way, from land to land and 
age to age, always maintain-
ing our equilibrium. Our moral 
compass has been our devo-
tion to Torah and tradition. The 
gyroscope-dreidel helps us to 
see the world and our place in 
it. 

The dreidel is, in its essence, 
not a toy, but a gambling device. 
It is not a game, but an acces-
sory, serving the same func-
tion as dice. It suggests that we 
believe much of what happens 
to us is not predetermined, but 
is the result of random events. 
On the surface, the presence of 
the dreidel contradicts the tra-
ditional message of Hanukkah, 
that God will intervene on the 
side of right and protect his 
faithful from any calamity. 

The four Hebrew letters on 
the traditional dreidel – Nun, 
Gimel, Hei, Shin – stand for 
the Yiddish words that are the 
instructions for the simple gam-
bling game that is played with 

the dreidel. At some point in our 
history, the dreidel was modi-
fied in an attempt to give it a 
more pious meaning. The four 
letters were reinterpreted as 
standing for Hebrew words: Nes 
Gadol Hayah Sham – “A Great 
Miracle Happened There.” 

If it were indeed a miracle 
that allowed the Maccabees 
their great victory, then why 
emblazon this on a gambling 
toy, one that relies on the ele-
ment of chance to function? 
My view is that with the great 
miracle of Hanukkah, God did 
not violate any of the laws of 
nature, but the Maccabees pre-
vailed through their clever tac-
tics, their determination, and 
their faith in their cause. Our 

world is one in which both ran-
domness and predictability are 
intertwined. 

The dreidel encompasses 
both these principles of our 
natural world, and places them 
squarely in a religious frame-
work. The Maccabees could not 
have fought, and the dreidel 
could never balance on its sin-
gle leg, were it not for the con-
stancy of the laws of nature that 
support all creation. Despite the 
randomness of events, human 
beings can rely on the sun to 
rise and set every day, for our 
hearts to beat, for birds to sing, 
and the heavens to ring out with 
thunder and be illuminated by 
flashes of lightning and myriads 
of stars. 

The dreidel is a deceptively 
simple symbol, one that is wor-
thy of contemplation to allow 
us to unlock its subtle and even 
hidden meanings. Speaking of 
the Torah, as the Talmudic sage 
Ben Bag-Bag said, “Turn it and 
turn it, for all is in it.” 

So too, the dreidel: We shall 
spin it and spin it, and see what 
we may learn. 

Happy Hanukkah!

Rabbi David Kudan is the 
spiritual leader of Temple 
Tiferet Shalom in Peabody.

Lessons from the dreidel
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By Cynthia Castro

Hanukkah is here and 
we are already salivat-
ing at the perspective of 

crunchy latkes and sweet suf-
ganiyot. Tradition, tradition! We 
Jews are all about tradition and 
this holiday is no exception. 
But what happens when tradi-
tion and modern practices mix 
together?

Industrial oils hit the mar-
ket after the stainless steel roller 
press was invented in the 1890s. 
Since then, vegetable oils have 
been promoted as the ultimate 
cooking oil: clean, odorless, and 
heart healthy. 

With a great motivation to 
make money out of the overflow 
of these grains and seeds, the 
industry found that demonizing 
saturated fats and cholesterol 
was the most effective way to get 
people to drop the schmaltz and 
switch to vegetable oils. They 
succeeded. Industrial oils have 
been the kings and queens of 
the 20th century. 

Massive campaigns have 
been made to adopt lean animal 
fat and cholesterol-free diets. We 
are eating less fat than ever but 
heart disease is our number one 
killer and obesity is an epidemic. 
We’ve never been sicker. How is 
this possible?

A big part of the answer lies 
in that bottle of pretty golden 
oil in your kitchen that sadly 
found its way into our tradi-
tions. Did you notice corn and 
soy are not oil? Vegetable oils 

need to go through a compli-
cated extraction process before 
they reach the market. This 
process includes using solvents 
such as hexane to extract the 
little oil found in the grains and 
seeds, and heating them over 
400 degrees which causes them 
to go rancid (polyunsaturated 
oils are very unstable). A gray, 
viscous, and stinky substance is 
the result. 

After bleaching and adding 
some “natural looking” yellow 
color, the rancid oils get bottled 
and sold. And since most of the 
grains and seeds used are heav-
ily sprayed with pesticides and 
fertilizers, we are left with a foul 
chemical cocktail. 

It’s becoming harder and 
harder to ignore the damage 
vegetable oils are doing to our 
health and how wrong we were 
about saturated fat. Vegetable 
oils have been linked to heart 
disease (surprise!), prema-
ture aging, liver damage, poor 
growth in children, obesity and 
weight gain, immune dysfunc-
tion, and even cancer. Yet, we 
are celebrating the miracle of 
Hanukkah by frying our latkes in 
this industrial oil of death.

Saturated animal fats, on the 
other hand, have been part of 
our diet for thousands of years. 
For optimal health and develop-
ment, we need their fat soluble 
vitamins (vegetable sources 
have forms of these vitamins 
that need to be converted, 
and most of us are bad at it). 
Saturated fat intake has actually 

been correlated to lower risk of 
stroke, and many of our modern 
chronic conditions are linked to 
deficiencies in fat soluble vita-
mins. 

So what can you do this 
Hanukkah? Give yourself the 
best gift and stay away from veg-
etable oils. Use what our great-
grandmothers used to cook 
with: schmaltz, tallow, duck fat, 
coconut oil, and fair trade palm 
oil. Tallow – a rendered form 
of beef or lamb fat – is my first 
choice for frying potatoes: it 
does great at high temperatures 
and has an amazing flavor. Are 
beef-flavored latkes a problem? 
Use triple-filtered coconut oil, 
which is tasteless. Or get adven-
turous and use regular coconut 
oil, it tastes amazing with apple 
sauce!

Celebrate oil for longer than 
eight days a year. Bring animal 
fats back into your diet (from 
happy, healthy pastured ani-
mals); eat plenty of eggs and 
butter; take cod liver oil weekly; 
eat organ meats; eat that crispy 
chicken skin (I know you want 
to); and get away from low fat 
milk (consuming protein with-
out fat is the easiest way to 
deplete your body of vitamin A).

Fats are delicious, healthy, 
and support the greatest miracle 
of all: Life.

Cynthia Castro is an herbal-
ist who focuses on nutrition 
and women’s health. She’s also 
a photographer, cook, and hap-
pens to be married to Rabbi 
David Cohen-Henriquez of 
Temple Sinai, Marblehead.

10 School Street, Marblehead 
781-631-5700

www.caffeitaliarestaurant.com

Happy Hanukkah!

Happy Chanukah!
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Business and Securities
Probate and Domestic Relations

Criminal Defense • Academic and Student
Misconduct Defense

900 Cumming Center, Suite 207V
Beverly, MA 01915

(617) 345-0010
www.gelbgelb.com

Warmest wishes
for a happy and healthy 

New Year

GIBLEES
MENSWEAR

Located next to Ira Lexus, Route 114, Danvers

85 Andover Street, Route 114, Danvers
978-774-4080    www.giblees.com

Warmest wishes
for a joyous
Hanukkah

 

Wishing you and your family a joyous 
Hanukkah! 

 

State Representative Dan Cahill 
10th Essex District - Lynn 
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The miracle of healthy oils

“Looted Beauty:  
A coloring book of lost art”

Anthony Amore  
and Karl Stevens

Schiffer
(www.schifferbooks.com)

 

Wh i l e 
w e 

in Boston 
know from 
art thieves 
( p l e a s e 
bring Mrs. 
G a r d n e r ’s 
p a i n t i n g s 
back!), per-
haps the best-known and most-
derided heist was the one per-
petrated by the Nazis during 
WW II. Every year, new pieces 
emerge that have questionable 
provenance and that can ulti-
mately be traced through the 
Third Reich to their rightful 
owners, many of whom were 
part of the famed community of 
Europe’s Jewish collectors.

Combining this intrigu-
ing and ever-evolving story 
with the popular practice of 
“adult” coloring, art security 
expert Anthony Amore and 
graphic novelist and painter 
Karl Stevens have assembled a 
collection of mishandled mas-
terpieces. From Cezanne and 
Degas to Manet and Matisse 
to Van Gogh and Vermeer, this 
who’s who of the art world 
reveals each master’s touch 
while explaining the path each 
painting took. As artists learn 
about each piece and its history, 
they can create masterpieces of 
their own.

Words and 
music
from page 16A



By Myrna Fearer

When I was growing up 
in Jewish Mattapan, 
Hanukkah was a home 

holiday, a time to light the can-
dles for eight nights to recall that 
a simple band of Maccabees led 
a successful uprising against the 
mighty Syrian army. High on the 
agenda was the cleansing of the 
defiled temple and rekindling 
the Ner Tamid, the eternal light 
that should never go out. But 
there was only one small vessel 
of sacred oil, enough to burn 
for just one day. As we know, 
that oil miraculously lasted for 
eight days. Each year as we light 
the Hanukkah candles for eight 
days, we commemorate that 
miracle.

My, how Hanukkah has 
changed! I recall how we cel-
ebrated as children in my home. 
We would gather around the 
black stove in the kitchen where 
my folks placed our little, unim-
pressive tin menorah that dark-
ened over the years. It was a 
simple style with eight holders 
for the candles and a raised one 
for the shamash, the caretaker 
candle that lit all the others. 

My mother placed the meno-
rah on a small tray, and then 
on double-thick brown paper 
cut out of a large bag. This was 
designed to catch the drippings 
from the straight yellowish-
orange candles reminiscent of 
the holy oil. Since there was no 
such thing as dripless candles, 
the melted wax left thick little 
piles on everything. Replacing 
the paper was easy, cleaning the 
wax off the tin menorah was 
not. 

Still, that tin model with its 
plain candles was special to me. 
And, when the candles were 
glowing, it felt like I was looking 
at the most beautiful sight in the 
world. In my memory I can still 
see my eyes sparkle in the warm 
glow of the flames. There were 
no expensive gifts for eight days 
back then. The traditional gift 
was Hanukkah gelt in modest 
denominations.

Through the years, I always 
looked forward to lighting the 
candles, chanting the Hebrew 
blessings, and singing Maoz 
Tzur, our Rock of Ages. I loved 
it all. 

Somewhere along the way, 
however, I decided it was time 
to upgrade the old menorah. 
So when a college sorority sis-
ter mentioned her dad owned a 
jewelry store in Boston, I asked 
if he sold menorahs. When she 
said yes, I asked if she could 
please get a traditional one 
I could buy. All that was left 
was one with a music box that 
played Maoz Tzur when it was 
wound up. I was thrilled.

When I married, my mother 
gave me the menorah. For my 
kids growing up, it was magical. 

After lighting the candles, the 
boys would stare at the flames 
while listening to the music. It 
was truly special.

Many years ago on a Danvers 
Senior Center trip, we stopped 
at a Lladró factory store in 
Gibraltar, the peninsula where 
the Atlantic Ocean meets the 
Mediterranean Sea. I was over-

whelmed by all the choices until 
I spotted the one: a little boy, 
kneeling on the floor with his 
dog beside him. Entranced, he 
stared at the burning candles. 
That porcelain was meant for 
me.

I also have another special 
menorah, a contemporary spi-
ral-shaped polished chrome 
one with the candle holders on 
different levels and the shamash 
on top. It was a gift from a very 
dear friend, Father Gerard 
Dorgan, a retired priest from 
St. Mary of the Annunciation 
Church. An admirer of the 
Jewish scholar Rabbi Abraham 
Joshua Heschel, Fr. Dorgan fre-
quently quoted him in his ser-
mons. When I asked the good 
priest why the gift of the meno-
rah, he said, “I saw it in a shop 
in Cambridge and I liked it. My 
mother always had two meno-
rahs on our mantle.” 

So now, I have my own two 
very meaningful menorahs, 
and I often alternate depending 

on my mood. However, when 
Hanukkah and Christmas coin-
cided last year, I brought the 
musical menorah and candles 
with me to my friends’ home on 
Christmas Day. I lit the candles, 
chanted the Hanukkah bless-
ings, and turned on the music. 
My Catholic friends, adults and 

children, were delighted.
As the Hanukkah candles 

burned down and the music 
played, I thought to myself 
what a wonderful blending of 
Christians and Jews breaking 
bread together. And I prayed for 
peace.

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River MA 02720

Call us today for a free Personal Planning Guide 
781-581-2300

10 Vinnin Street, Salem MA 01970

As you come together with family 
and friends, may you be surrounded 

by love and peace.
This is a time for remembrance, 
for tradition, for sharing and for 

creating memories.
From our family to your family, 
we wish you a lifetime of lasting 

memories.

Happy Chanukah

Happy  
Rosh Hashanah

from 

The York Family

www.yorkford.com  |  www.yorkkiaofmedford.com

Happy
Hanukkah

3 BESSOM STREET
VILLAGE PLAZA

MARBLEHEAD, MA 01945
781-631-1669

450 B PARADISE ROAD
SWAMPSCOTT, MA 01907

781-593-9200

Happy Hanukkah
from

Happy Hanukkah
from

Beverly           North Reading          Plaistow, NH
978-927-0032 978-664-3310 603-382-1535

Happy
Hanukkah

MOYNIHAN LUMBER
moynihanlumber.com

A Happy Hanukkah
to All Our Friends

from 
Solomon metalS coRP.  

580 lynnway, Rt 1a, lynn

specializing 
in all grades 

of nonferrous 
scrap

Institute of 
Scrap
Recycling
Industries, Inc.

tel. (781) 581-7000

The Weisberg Family
wishes all their customers & friends

a Happy,  Healthy Chanukah

489 Lowell Street  • Peabody, MA 01960  • 978-535-2100 

Temple Tiferet Shalom

wishes you and your family 

a very happy Chanukah!

David Kudan, Rabbi

Bryna Toder Tabasky, Music Director 

Edward Weiner, President

Beth Simons, Temple Administrator

Janice Ross and Leslie Williams, 
Co-Directors of Preschool

Tracy Cranson, Head of Religious School

Temple 
Tiferet 
Shalom
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Memories of my menorahs through the years

As the Hanukkah 
candles burned down 

and the music played, I 
thought to myself what 
a wonderful blending 
of Christians and Jews 

breaking bread together. 
And I prayed for peace.



WARM HANUKKAH WISHES
During Hanukkah, we dedicate ourselves to bringing light into the world. When we come together to care for 

each other and take action, our community’s light shines even brighter here in Greater Boston, in Israel, and 

around the world. May this Festival of Lights bring you joy. 

Combined Jewish Philanthropies | cjp.org
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By Jonathan S. Tobin
JNS.ORG

To the generation of European Jewish immigrants 
who came to the United States in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries, Hanukkah was only a 

minor festival in a Jewish calendar with no shortage of 
holidays. But for their descendants who make up the 
overwhelming majority of those who currently identify 
as Jewish, it is the most popular and widely observed 
religious holiday.

The reasons for this are obvious. To an increas-
ingly assimilated Jewish population, a holiday that 
involves no restrictions on food (unlike Passover) or 
any required time in synagogue (unlike Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur) has an edge. But the most important 
factor is its proximity to Christmas. Since the 25th of 
the month of Kislev in the Jewish calendar generally 
coincides with mid-to-late December, Hanukkah is the 
Jewish Christmas. That’s why the tradition of a small gift 
of gelt to children on Hanukkah became a full-blown 
Jewish component of the mass marketing end-of-year 
splurge.

For some observant Jews, this is just one more sign 
of the demographic apocalypse that threatens the non-
Orthodox population.

Each national Jewish population study that has come 
out in the course of the last three decades has illustrated 
the growing toll of assimilation. In the most recent sur-
vey conducted by the Public Religion Research Institute 
(PRRI), the numbers tell of a precipitous rise – from 22 
percent to approximately 33 percent – in the number 
of Jews who claim Jewish identity but don’t embrace 

Judaism as a religion. PRRI calls these people (who 
don’t answer “Jewish” when asked their religion but give 
other answers indicating their identity) “cultural Jews.” 
I think that term is less useful than the one that used 
to describe the same group in the Pew Research Center 
study published in 2013: Jews of “no religion.”

Jews of no religion are proud of their identity. But 
their conception of what it means to be a Jew has 
more to do with food and even comedy than essential 
elements of Judaism and Jewish peoplehood. Thus, 
for Jews of no religion, a holiday with a few parochial 
elements like lighting candles and food (latkes or jelly 
donuts) and no burdens, is an easy way to take part in 
the Christmas spirit of giving.

That leads scolds to complain about incorporating 
the vapid materialism of the American holiday season 

into Jewish culture. From their point of view, we’d be 
better off with no December holiday at all than one that 
is just a blue-tinseled version of Christmas. But I think 
they’re wrong, and not just because exchanging gifts is 
fun no matter what the excuse might be.

That’s because if the true message of Hanukkah can 
somehow be insinuated into our observances, it can 
be an efficacious antidote to the decline of a sense 
of belonging to the Jewish people and what Judaism 
means.

Contrary to the marketing pitches, Hanukkah is not a 
Jewish version of the same anodyne non-sectarian mes-
sage of good will that has replaced the original religious 
content of Christmas. To the contrary, the Hanukkah 
story is about a conflict in which Jews had to fight to 
retain not just their independence against Syrian Greek 
invaders, but also their religious identity as a popular 
and all-consuming secular Hellenist culture threatened 
to overwhelm Judaism.

Though aspects of this history are repellent to those 
who see universal values as more important than paro-
chial Jewish ones, Hanukkah is an inspiring tale of 
something that ought to be both popular and familiar 
to 21st-century Americans. The Maccabees were doing 
something liberal Americans are supposed to applaud: 
fighting to preserve their culture against the majoritar-
ian impulse. Unless you think everyone has a right to 
their own identity, faith and homeland except Jews – 
which is the essence of an anti-Semitic BDS movement 
that targets Israel – Hanukkah is a good way to educate 
young Jews to think it’s okay to be Jewish and proud.

Above all, Hanukkah’s message is that refusing to 
bow down to the idols of popular culture in any era is 
the duty of every Jew. That’s not as warm and fuzzy as 
Santa Claus, but it ought to resonate with young people 
who tell us they want something more idealistic than 
materialism.

The lights we kindle on Hanukkah may commemo-
rate a miracle that secular Jews may disdain as a fairy 
tale, but they are also a reminder that it takes the 
extraordinary efforts and faith of ordinary Jews to keep 
the flame of Jewish civilization alive. That’s something 
we should hope the growing numbers of American Jews 
of “no religion” would embrace.

A holiday for Jews without religion?

Courtesy of The Jewish Museum
Jews around the world celebrate Hanukkah each year by 
lighting a menorah such as this one

The Maccabees were doing  
something liberal Americans are  
supposed to applaud: fighting to  

preserve their culture against  
the majoritarian impulse. 
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