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JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

BEVERLY – Over 350 people attended the Israel Independence Day Concert last 
Sunday at the Cabot Theatre in Beverly. 

The event, sponsored by the Jewish Community Center of the North Shore fea-
tured the Temple Sinai Band and Cohen Hillel Academy Vocal Ensemble; Temple 
Emanu-El’s Rabbi David Meyer and Jon Nelson, along with Congregation Shirat 
Hayam’s Cantor Elana Rozenfeld and the Chai Notes. The feature event was a concert 
by the Symphony by the Sea and Jim Guttmann’s Bessarabian Breakdown. 

Speakers included JCC Executive Director Marty Schneer and Danielle Harsip, 
Boston area director of The American Israel Public Affairs Committee.

“Our hope in conceiving the idea for this program was to create a community 
event that celebrated the rebirth of the State of Israel in 1948. We were thrilled to see 
a cross section of the North Shore Jewish community on Sunday,” said Schneer.

“Israel is unfortunately embattled in places like the UN and on many college cam-
puses despite it being a vibrant, innovative democracy living under constant threats 
from many of its neighbors. We wanted people to spend Sunday focusing on the 
miracle of Israel, on its amazing accomplishments and on the importance of Jewish 
unity.  We were delighted to have representatives from AIPAC and the IDF present, as 
well.  I think people left the theater feeling good about their community, about Israel 
and about what can be accomplished when we work together.”

The North Shore celebrates 
Israel Independence Day

The Cohen Hillel Academy Vocal Ensemble on stage at the Cabot Theatre.

By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

For Lieutenant Shachar Erez, a pair of ordinary pock-
ets on his khaki military uniform is a source of pride and 
carries deep meaning.

Nearly six years ago, when Erez entered the Israel 
Defense Forces, the new recruit began compulsory mili-
tary service as a female soldier. It was a hard choice for 
Erez, who was born a girl, but identifies as a man.

Erez revealed his secret to his commander and sought 
permission to wear the two-pocket uniform worn by 
male soldiers. “To wear the shirt with one pocket [the 
woman’s uniform] was like a sticker on my forehead: ‘I 
am female,’” Erez said.

The commander was supportive, and when the 
request was turned down by higher-ups, she allowed Erez 
to instead wear the loose-fitting unisex work uniform.

Today, a graduate of the officer training course, Erez 

is now serving as a man, the first known openly trans-
gender officer in the IDF. It’s been a journey that was 
unimaginable for the now 23-year-old, who has helped 
the IDF set new policies that support the rights of trans-
gender men and women in the Israeli military.

Erez recently traveled on a speaking tour to several 
East Coast US cities, including several days in Boston 
sponsored by the Consul General of Israel to New 
England. During his time here, he visited a school, a vet-
erans hospital, and Temple Emanuel in Newton. Among 
those he met was Bryan Bishop, co-founder and direc-
tor of OUTVETS, a Boston-based group of veterans from 
the gay, lesbian and transgender community.

“I wouldn’t have believed then, when I enlisted as a 
female, that I’d be here today,” said Erez, who is now in 
his fifth year of service with the IDF.

Erez said his parents, who met in officer training, 
went along with their young child’s requests for short 
hair and no dresses. “They actually let me be myself,” 

Changing the way the Israel Defense Forces views transgender soldiers

continued on page 10

By Penny Schwartz 
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

SALEM – Steven A. Rosenberg, an 
acclaimed journalist who worked for 
the last 15 years as a staff writer and col-
umnist for The Boston Globe, has been 
named the new publisher and editor of 
the Jewish Journal. 

As a journalist, photographer, and 
documentary filmmaker, Rosenberg’s 
work has been featured on many media 
outlets, including PBS, CBS, Fox News, 
and several Israeli television networks. 
His articles and columns have been 
published in the International Herald 
Tribune, Ha’aretz, and The Jerusalem 
Post. Prior to joining the Globe, 
Rosenberg served as editor of the Jewish 
Advocate in Boston, and also managed 
two TV stations.

At the Globe, Rosenberg covered a 
wide array of subjects, from politics to 
education, homelessness and the fish-
ing industry. His articles often focused 
on life in cities and towns north of 
Boston. His most recent column pro-
filed a group of retirees who formed 
a bond over their daily walks along 
Revere Beach.

The Swampscott resident also is the 
author of three books, including the 
recently released, “Middle Class Heroes: 
Voices from the Boston Suburbs.”

“In addition to his long record of 
excellent journalism in the Boston area, 
he brings to us an extensive knowl-
edge of our Jewish heritage,” said Bob 
Rose, president of the Journal Board 
of Overseers. “We are at the threshold 
of another historic period in which we 
must unite to define and defend our 
beliefs and our people. On a very local 

basis, this is our job, and Steve’s job. Let 
us support him in that vital task.”  

Other Journal board members also 
endorsed the appointment. “He brings 
an exceptionally broad and well-honed 
skill set to the Jewish Journal,” said Neil 
Donnenfeld. “His love for Israel, roots in 
the community, and Yiddishkeit make 
him a unique asset.”

Added Johanna L. Matloff, “I think he 
will do a great job reaching out to the 
grass roots of our community and invite 
people into our newspaper.”

Rosenberg’s appointment is a good 
choice, according to philanthropist 
Robert Lappin, president of the Lappin 
Foundation, a nonprofit that supports 
Jewish and Israeli programming on the 
North Shore. Lappin, who has known 
Rosenberg for decades, praised him as a 
professional with high standards. 

“In every level, he has a very high 

Steven Rosenberg named new
publisher, editor of the Jewish Journal 

PHOTO/ASSAF BEN-AMI 
 Steven A. Rosenberg  

continued on page 9

Lieutenant Shachar Erez
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By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

Late on a Friday morning, 
Anita Morandi stood in a small 
room, across from a potato 
chip vending machine, at the 
Jewish Community Center 
of the North Shore. Her eyes 
scanned the room, making 
sure that all of the nine tod-
dlers in her pre-school class 
were safe.

“You can’t do this without 
love. If you don’t love children, 
then you don’t belong here,” 
said Morandi, who grew up on 
Everett Avenue in Chelsea, and 
moved to Swampscott 41 years 
ago. 

If there an expert on the 
North Shore on the behavior 
of 16-month-olds, it could 
be Morandi, who is wrap-
ping up her 36th year teach-
ing little kids. She is informally 
considered the dean of pre-
school teachers at the JCC in 
Marblehead.  

“You have to be kind to 
your friends,” she said, before 
excusing herself to untangle 
two girls who had gotten their 
legs intertwined.

After the girls had been 
separated, she noticed that 
one needed to have her diaper 
changed. She quickly located a 
diaper, lifted the child onto a 
bassinette in the corner of the 
room, and did one of the things 
that she does best. 

“I change at least 12 diapers 

a day,” she said, moving to the 
opposite corner of the room, 
all the while smiling.

She said the job is not too 
complicated and requires lots 
of patience and positive rein-
forcement. She said the class 
helps the children learn impor-
tant social skills, such as shar-
ing, taking turns, and being 
kind to one another. 

“They’re babies, they learn 
from example,” she explained. 
“So if we can help them do that 
here, and make it a great expe-
rience, they’ll feel good about 
themselves.” 

For newcomers, parents 
pack blankets, stuffed animals, 
or a pacifier to help ease the 

transition. Every day, children 
take part in the same activi-
ties, such as painting, squish-
ing Playdough, playing with 
blocks, and singing songs like 
“The Wheels on the Bus” and 
“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.”

“Be gentle, please,” she said 
to a couple of boys who were 
busy hugging one another as 
she moved to a corner to read 
the picture book, “David Goes 
to School.” For the next five 
minutes, the kids oohed and 
ahhed while she showed pic-
tures, and told a story about a 
mischievous boy who always 
seems to get into trouble. By 
the end of the book, the kids 
giggled when she read the part 

about David being rewarded 
with a gold star by his teacher 
after he cleaned up his desk. 

Morandi, who is 69 and 
prone to Yiddish adages, closed 
the book and said, “The End. 
Zai Gezunt. OK, kiddos, we’re 
going to rock ‘n’ roll and go 
outside.”

She quickly gathered the 
nine children, and helped 
instruct them on how to put 
on their coats. Morandi then 
reached for her black down 
jacket, dark sunglasses, and 
threw a blue backpack on her 
shoulder that was filled with 
wipes, tissues, and first aid 
gloves before she brought the 

kids outside to a small play-
ground covered with soft wood 
chips. 

Almost immediately, she 
came to the aid of two of her 
charges who had managed 
to squeeze into a Little Tykes 
plastic car and were stuck by a 
fence. She then looked down at 
a boy, and noticed that his win-
ter jacket was a little too heavy 
for the balmy weather. 

“Let me take that jacket off. 
I think you’re too warm with 
that,” she said. She clasped 
onto the parka, and as the boy 
ran off, Morandi kept her eyes 
on him, until he found another 
classmate in a sandbox. 

Love thy neighbor

Anita Morandi reads to her preschool class.

Join the Center
for Near East Policy Research
and receive our 2 books FOR FREE

Please go to tinyurl.com/m8zp84q to join.



Most Americans (over 90%) prefer to work with 
an experienced Realtor to buy or sell a home. But 

when choosing a Realtor, it’s important to know exact-
ly how they will represent you before you make  
a commitment.

In real estate, both the buyer and the seller usually have an agent (single 
agency) that works for them alone, where each agent’s responsibility is to get 
the best possible deal for their client. But sometimes an agent acts for both 
the buyer and the seller. This is called “dual agency.”

To avoid any conflict of interest, the agent or broker will usually assign  
a different Realtor to each party, called a Designated Agent. That way each 
client will get the strongest representation while protecting their privacy.

The practice of dual agency is actually quite common, and every year 
thousands of homes are bought and sold successfully this way. When dual 
agency is handled properly, both parties can leave the bargaining table  
feeling satisfied with the outcome of the sale.

experience is the difference.
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS

on all aspects of buying or selling real estate 
at 781-367-8150

phyllis levin
on Real estate
dual agency

 www.phyllislevin.com phyllislevin@comcast.net (781) 367-8150
 website email cell
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By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF

As the sun was going down over Swampscott on the 
last night of Passover, 28 people gathered around a few 
plastic folding tables that had been pushed together in 
the middle of the sanctuary at Chabad Lubavitch of the 
North Shore. 

The occasion? The Moshiach Seudah, or Messiah 
Meal, held every year in the waning minutes of Passover 
to affirm the belief that the Messiah will one day arrive. 
Instituted by the Baal Shem Tov, the 18th century mys-
tic and founder of the Hasidic movement, it has been 
held by Rabbi Yossi Lipsker over the last 25 years in 
Swampscott. 

The meal lasts about an hour, and participants are 
required to eat round shmurah matzah and drink four 
cups of wine. On this evening, Lipsker was spending 
the holiday in Israel, so if fell upon Rabbi Shmaya 
Friedman to lead the ceremonies. 

Friedman, who is 30, comes from a rabbinic dynasty 
that includes his grandfather, Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky, 
a Boston native who heads the Chabad movement in 
Brooklyn. Also on his paternal side are three promi-
nent Chabad rabbis: his father, Yosef B., who directs 
Chabad’s publishing branch; an uncle, author Manis 
Friedman; and Avraham Fried, a Hasidic pop singer.  

On this evening, several members of the Friedman 
family spoke, describing the esoteric meaning behind 
the meal. Shmaya Friedman, who arrived in Swampscott 
seven years ago to assist Lipsker, is rail thin and often 
wears a winter hat over his head. He works 14-hour 
days as Chabad’s associate director, runs a Chabad 
teen group, the Jew Crew and also directs Camp Gan 
Israel, the shul’s summer day camp. His wife, Aliza, 
leads Chabad’s pre-school, Aleph Academy, which has 

grown to 30 students. They have three children, two 
daughters, Leba and Miki, and a son, Koby.

Friedman explained that the matzah represents self-
less humility, and the desire to transcend the physical. 
Wine, he said, is flavorful and symbolizes the assertive-
ness of our individual personalities. “When you eat 
matzah and wine together we fuse the spiritual with 
the physical, creating a personal mini-redemption 
symbolizing the days of Moshiach – when holy and 
mundane will be one,” he explained. 

For most, the highlight of the evening was a series 

of niggunim (songs) handed down by Chabad rebbes 
to their followers over the centuries. Some of the tunes 
had words, but many didn’t – allowing those in atten-
dance to sing “yi, yi, yi” to the haunting melodies.

Friedman believes the lack of words in the tunes 
enhances one’s spirituality and does not limit the 
experience. “A word is a creation. It’s finite. It repre-
sents containment in a certain way. But when you go 
wordless the possibilities are endless. There’s a certain 
infinity that doesn’t get contained or restricted,” he 
explained. 

As Friedman and his relatives hummed the holy 
melodies, Lester Kligerman and Scott Maibor, closed 
their eyes, sipped some sweet wine and connected 
with their soul. They likened the music to a portal that 
accesses another world. 

“I close my eyes and am transported spiritually and 
through time to 17th century Europe and am reminded 
of the strength of my people and the reasons for cel-
ebrating a holiday that forbids pizza and spaghetti after 
all,” said Maibor, a financial advisor from Winthrop.

As the sky turned dark, and three stars appeared 
– signaling the end of the holiday – the group moved 
from the tables to the front of the sanctuary to daven 
Maariv. It had been a long holiday but no one seemed 
to be in a rush to leave. 

Kligerman, a retired art teacher from Peabody, hung 
around and looked at the synagogue’s ornate ark – 
which once stood at the Shepard Street Shul in Lynn. 
He has been attending the meal for 13 years and 
when asked to describe the experience he compared 
it to an epiphany. “Wow, something special happens,” 
he explained. “It’s like a Grateful Dead Concert, the 
Patriots first Super Bowl win or the Monet Art Show at 
the MFA.”  

Last call for Moshiach

Rabbi Shmaya Friedman helped lead the Moshiach 
Seudah on the last day of Passover. 

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

Last Friday afternoon, Rupert 
Bergmann stood in a Nahant 
kitchen amid an assembly of 
eggs, yeast, water, salt, oil and 
flour. He wore a checked scally 
cap, a blue T-shirt that spelled 
out Jerusalem in Hebrew, and 
placed his hands on the moist 
dough and began to braid it 
into a challah.  

Bergmann, who is 51, is a 
Vienna-based opera singer and 
musician who visits Nahant at 
least once a year to see his sister, 
Katharina Radlberger, a clas-
sical violinist. Raised Catholic, 
his interest in baking challah, 
and Judaism, began four years 
ago when he was tapped to play 
Tevya in a German language 
production of “Fiddler on the 
Roof,” at the Mourbish Festival in Austria. 

“When I was preparing for Fiddler I thought 
it would be a good idea to go to Jerusalem,” he 
explained. He decided to stay in the Old City for 
a few days along the Via Dolorosa, where he was 
able to visit Christian sites. He also prayed at the 
Western Wall, and at the time started to feel a con-
nection to Judaism. 

During his Fiddler run, he 
learned some Hebrew includ-
ing the blessing over the wine. 
Months later, he was sum-
moned again to play Tevya 
– this time in Bolzano, Italy, 
where he was cast along with 
Timna Brauer (daughter of 
painter and poet Arik Brauer), 
who played Golda. 

Since then, he has contin-
ued to tour in different shows 
but Tevya always seems to be 
close to his heart. “I relate to 
Tevya,” he said. “We were the 
same age and he looked like 
me. He taught me a lot, like 
how to talk to God.”

Since the performances, 
he’s learned how to read and 
write Hebrew and when he 
travels he tries to visit Jewish 
sites. In Prague, he purchased 
a burgundy velvet yarmulke 

before visiting the city’s ancient Jewish cemetery. 
He has his own kiddish cup. And he’s also done 
a DNA test that revealed a 5 percent Sephardic 
match. 

He hopes all this leads to a stronger relation-
ship with God. “I do find I have faith but how deep 
I step into that is unknown right now,” he said. 
“It’s a process.”  

Tevya talk

Rupert Bergmann
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By Cindy Bernstein
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

BEVERLY – From an early age, Beckah 
Restivo wondered what happened to 
her great-grandfather, Felix Auerhan, 
during the Holocaust. Although she was 
raised a Christian, she spent a lot of 
time with her Jewish mother’s uncle and 
father, who filled her with stories about 
growing up in Germany before World 
War II. 

Now 31, Restivo, who lives in Beverly, 
said her interest began when she learned 
about the Holocaust in middle school 
while growing up in San Diego. It was 
when she started college she began to 
ask deeper questions and recording her 
conversations with her great-uncle Ed 
and grandfather Hy.

“Now they are gone, I still can hear 
their voices,” she said. Ed passed away 
in 2014, at 89, and Hy in 2016, at 94.

Her great uncle remembered being 
separated from his father Felix, but was 
unable to recall how he got to the US 
in 1940. Her grandfather had been sent 
to safety in California in 1936 as Jewish 
oppression was building in Eastern 
Europe. Somehow, Ed and Hy were 
reunited in Los Angeles.

While attending George Washington 
University, Restivo spent a semes-
ter abroad in Europe. She traveled to 
Germany, where she was able to find 
some documentation about her great-
grandfather, Felix, who was sent to the 
Riga Ghetto in Latvia.

Restivo was working in Los Angeles 
when she found out the Holocaust 
Memorial Museum was holding a 20th 
year anniversary commemoration on 
February 17, 2013. With a thick binder 

in hand, she was able to sit down with 
museum researcher Sara-joelle Clark 
for three hours. A file from museum 
archives confirmed that her great-
grandfather was taken to Riga, and was 
very likely among nearly 50,000 Jews 
who were killed there. 

“We were actually able to find, to 
cross-reference his prisoner number 
and we got more info on him,” Restivo 
said. “It was the first time in my research 
that I could be sure of something.” 

Restivo later had her great-grand-

father Felix’s number tattooed on her 
back, and included the phrase: “We 
must bear witness,” a quote from Elie 
Wiesel.

Later, she found her great-grand-
mother, Kamilla, also perished during 
the Holocaust.

Restivo continues to research her 
family, and plans yearly visits to the 
museum in Washington, D.C. Her 
dream, she said, is to someday write a 
book about her findings. 

She has remained friends with Clark. 

“Beckah is a third generation survivor, 
and we need to engage a new audience,” 
Clark said. Lately, Clark said, she is find-
ing that people in their 30s are becom-
ing interested their family’s Holocaust 
legacy. 

“I have such pride about what my 
family has endured, and the fact that 
there is a place where I can go and 
find the information I want,” she added. 
“What a gift to the people who died in 
the Holocaust.”

Restivo recently posted a picture on 
Instagram – she with her great-uncle 
and grandfather – for International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, with the 
following tribute:

“To my heroes, who survived what 
millions did not. It has been nothing 
short of an honor to spend my life dedi-
cated to preserving yours. I am still 
deeply moved by your stories of perse-
cution, internment, and war, but your 
legacy lies elsewhere. Your legacy is as 
husbands, fathers, and grandfathers… 
Your long and loving lives are testament 
to the failure of history to take away your 
identity. You are both deeply loved and 
missed. Thank you for leaving our story 
behind.” 

In honor of #holocaustremem-
branceday.

She also posted a letter, written by 
her great-uncle:

“Please, learn about The Holocaust. 
All of you and your children have a close 
stake in it. You have avoided it. It’s part 
of your history nearly as much as it was 
mine. Just learn, you don’t have to dwell. 
Without an immeasurable amount of 
luck my life would have been just a sta-
tistic. Ashes and dust to join six million 
others and my first family.” 

Beckah Restivo with her great-uncle Ed and grandfather Hy.

Beverly woman traces her family’s Holocaust story
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By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

SALEM – When Salem Mayor 
Kim Driscoll was invited to par-
ticipate in the American Israel 
Education Foundation’s edu-
cational seminar to Israel for 
members of Congress and other 
politically influential people, she 
jumped at the chance. She had 
never been to Israel, and the 
program and list of participants 
was the perfect fit for her first 
trip there.

The February itinerary 
included briefings at the Gaza 
Strip and Lebanese and Syrian 
borders, and visits to the Granot 
Brackish Water Desalination 
Plant and the Knesset as well as 
to top tourist sites in Jerusalem, 
Tel Aviv, and Capernaum on the 
Sea of Galilee.

“I really felt like I was on a 
journey to better understand 
history and also how people 
interact in a time when there 
is trauma, stress, and threats 
all around them,” Driscoll said. 
“There is a real perseverance 
in Israel that you can see every 
day.  

“We had immense opportu-
nities to speak with everyone 
we met. We were told, ‘There 
is nothing you can’t ask. There 
is nothing out of bounds.’ That 
was very worthwhile,” she said.

The Salem mayor was on the 
lookout for ideas she could bring 
back to her city, and she found 
more than she expected. “I was 

struck by the drive for ingenuity 
and innovation in Israel,” she 
said.  

In particular, she marveled at 

Israel’s ability to recycle 80 per-
cent of its water. “It’s amazing 
what you can do when you have 
to,” Driscoll said. “Water scarcity 

is a big issue in the Middle East. 
They don’t have a choice.”  

She also saw ways Salem 
could adapt how Israeli law 
enforcement communicates 
with residents. In Jerusalem, 
for example, a system of col-
ored lights signals the level of 
concern about potential attacks 
from Israel’s enemies. Although 
Salem doesn’t fear that kind of 
attack, Driscoll came away with 
ideas about how to expand her 
city’s system that flashes a blue 
light when there is a snow park-
ing ban.

“I’m talking more about if 
trash is delayed a day, or if there 
is other information we want to 
get out,” she said. “Right now 
we rely on phone calls or web-
sites. Their simple lighting sys-
tem communicated a universal 
message to a city where people 
were from many different back-
grounds and spoke many differ-
ent languages. It was very clear 
to everyone what was going on.”

According to 2015 Census 
Bureau information, nearly a 
quarter of Salem’s approximate-
ly 42,000 residents speak a first 
language other than English.  

What most impressed her, 
however, were two qualities she 
circled back to again and again: 
political consensus building and 
the perseverance of people at 
perpetual risk.

“Israel has 26 different par-
ties. It is very much a parliamen-
tary form of government with 
lots of coalition building. Yet 

they can adopt a uniform poli-
cy that covers the whole coun-
try and it can have meaningful 
impact,” she said.

At the Knesset, she witnessed 
various party members express-
ing lots of opinions. “Yet I was 
struck by their ability to move 
something forward,” she said, 
in reference to Israel’s universal 
health insurance and national 
water conservation policies.

She contrasted that to the 
situation in the U.S. where “we 
get almost nothing done” with 
layers of city, county, state, and 
federal government.  

On a more personal note, 
Driscoll described her visit to 
a kibbutz near the Gaza Strip, 
where she met families who live 
under the constant threat of 
rocket attacks, yet would never 
consider living anywhere else. 

“Seeing the bomb shelters, 
seeing the Egyptian border, and 
hearing firsthand from individ-
uals who lived there was very 
moving for me,” she said. “The 
situation was normalized for 
them. It was normalized for their 
kids. If you heard the alarm, you 
had 19 seconds to get into a 
bomb shelter.”  

AIEF is the charitable orga-
nization affiliated with the 
American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee, a pro-Israel lobby, 
and was created in 1990. For 
more information, visit aiefdn.
org.

Salem mayor marvels at Israel’s innovations, political consensus building

Salem Mayor Kim Driscoll visits Capernaum, at the Sea of Galilee. 

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

SALEM — Salem 
police are continu-
ing to investigate the 
painting of a swasti-
ka on the bandstand 
at Salem Common 
last week. 

To date, there 
have been no arrests. 

“I am sorry to 
report that sometime 
over the weekend a 
swastika was paint-
ed on the bandstand 
at Salem Common,” 
Salem Mayor Kim 
Driscoll said in a 
statement. “Our 
Police Department 
is investigating this 
incident and will be 
reviewing surveil-
lance cameras to try 
and determine who 
committed this hei-
nous act.

“Whether it was 
undertaken with 
malicious intent or 
stupidity, this action 
needs to be condemned in the strongest possible terms.”

Driscoll said the city must remain vigilant in denouncing 
these types of actions and combat bigotry and hatred in any 
form.

“The very name of our community emanates from the Hebrew 
word for peace – Shalom,” she said. “In Salem, we strive to be a 
welcoming and inclusive city and in the wake of this incident we 
will continue our work with our community partners like Salem’s 
No Place for Hate Committee, the ADL and others to continually 
educate, advocate and work toward that goal. We must be tireless 
in our efforts to bridge our differences and continue to support 
each other within the diverse, vibrant community we are fortu-
nate enough to call home.”

Banner of peace replaces 
swastika on Salem bandstand

After a swastika was drawn on the Salem 
bandstand, anonymous individuals hung 
banners of peace on the gazebo.  
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What if a secretive United Nations organization existed that employed murderers and 
terrorists; that hired trained killers as school principals; that brainwashed children 
in Islamic fundamentalism; that ran a propaganda machine, using social media to 

encourage students to kill people just because they were part of a different religion?

Such an organization exists. As detailed in this week’s Opinion page by Jerusalem journalist 
David Bedein, the agency is called the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, also known as 
UNRWA. Over the years, it has raised billions of dollars from Western countries, with the United 
States serving as the lead donor and patron. Just last year, its budget was $1.2 billion, with $400 
million coming from the U.S.

UNRWA was created after the 1948 Arab-Israeli war as a temporary agency to assist Arab 
refugees. Now, nearly 70 years later, UNRWA functions as a propaganda tool of the Palestinian 
Authority and Hamas.

For years, UNRWA has been shrouded in secrecy with little accountability to donor nations 
– all the while serving as a base for Arab terror operations. Terrorists have used UN facilities as 
rocket launching pads; inside its classrooms, teachers indoctrinate half a million kids each day 
about becoming Islamic martyrs for the sake of Allah. UNRWA also endorses the so-called Right of 
Return, to villages that are now part of Israel. In its school curriculum, UNRWA rejects the notion 
of coexistence and calls for an armed struggle against Israelis.

UNRWA’s leaders also serve as an extension of the Palestinian regime. Mohammed Al-Jamasi, 
UNRWA’s director of engineering, is a member of the Hamas cabinet. Suhail al-Hindi, who until 
recently was an UNRWA school principal and the leader of its school union, also serves in the 
Hamas cabinet.

Who else has been working in UNRWA schools? People like Said Sayyam, the late former Hamas 
minister of interior and civil affairs. He taught for 23 years. Then there is the case of Awad al-Qiq, 
the ex-headmaster of an UNRWA school in Gaza. He led the Islamic jihad engineering unit that 
built bombs and Qassam artillery rockets.

Children are taught in UNRWA Palestinian schools that Jews are invaders and likened in text-
books to snakes and wolves. Their classroom and schoolbook maps make no reference to Israel, 
and identify the land only as Palestine. Their teachers focus on jihad, or holy war, and the desire 
to conquer all of Israel.

To encourage jihad, UNRWA students regularly participate in school plays. Lately, in theatrical 
performances, students simulated tunnel attacks and the kidnapping of an Israeli soldier.

Every year, Hamas recruits thousands of UNRWA students for military war games. They are 
handed guns and trained to kill Jews and Israelis.

One of UNRWA’s most popular employees is Mohammed Assaf, a singer who is known interna-
tionally as the winner of the “Arab Idol” music contest. Assaf, a product of UNRWA education, is 
now the agency’s youth ambassador. Even though his songs and YouTube videos repeatedly pro-
mote martyrdom and violence, he was hired by the UN and is the public face of UNRWA. Hired to 
promote peace, Assaf seems determined to do the opposite.

In and around UNRWA facilities, Palestinians who kill Jews achieve a special status. Their pic-
tures are distributed widely and are posted on street corners, in neighborhoods, and outside of 
schools. In addition, symbolism looms large in Palestinian society, with a key painted on nearly 
every street corner. It represents the Palestinians’ demand of the Right of Return to villages that 
existed before 1948.

If a US nonprofit operated this way with $400 million in federal funds, its leaders would be 
immediately arrested. It is time for the US to demand that the UN reform its renegade agency 
committed to hate.

Reform UNRWA, a renegade 
agency committed to hate

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome. A letter must be signed 
and include your name, address and telephone number for 

verification purposes. All submissions to The Jewish Journal are 
subject to editing for length, clarity, libel issues and good taste. 
Publication of submissions is subject to the editor’s discretion 
and may be withheld from publication without notice. Email 

submissions to editor@jewishjournal.org, subject “Letters.”

In Herb Belkin’s April 20  
article, “The case for modern 
Jewish history,” he makes an 
important point about Jewish 
children not being taught the 
basics of modern Jewish history 
and the world leaders who led 
the way. Herb’s concern is usu-
ally responded to by Hebrew 
educators stating “We do not 
have enough time.”  It is not 
only the history of the Jewish 
pioneers that is absent from 
religious education, but so too 
is Jewish culture – the Jewish 
language (Yiddish), the Yiddish 
theatre that once thrived in New 
York, the Yiddish books and sto-
ries, the foods that were inter-
twined into Jewish cuisine with 
all the moving from one coun-
try to country, the great accom-
plishments of the Jewish people 
in so many walks of life, Jewish 
idioms and expressions that 

can never be defined properly, 
and especially Jewish humor 
which is the funniest there is. 
No mention of these important 
aspects of our Jewish culture 
are taught or emphasized, or if 
they are, there is little publicity 
about them.  All the emphasis in 
Temples and religious schools is 
on the Hebrew language and 
the land of Israel, important as 
they both are. We have so many 
intermarriages these days and 
Judaism is slowly melting away.  
The older Jewish generation 
who experienced this wonder-
ful part of life is slowly passing 
away, too.  It would serve us well 
if our wonderful Jewish culture 
is revived as quickly as possible 
before it also dies.

Myrna Ann Saltman
Burlington, MA

 

Jewish history culture should be  
emphasized in Hebrew School

CORRECTION
Due to an administrative error, the Journal incorrectly reported 

on two donations to the paper in its April 20 issue. The donations 
came from Robert and Roberta Bayne and Lillian Bockser. The cor-
rect donation information is in today’s paper. We regret the error.

UNRWA students portray the kidnapping of an Israeli soldier at a school play in Gaza. 

Journalists needed for 
The Jewish Journal. 

Email Steven Rosenberg at

rosenberg@jewishjournal.org
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By David Bedein

JERUSALEM – At a time 
when the new Trump admin-
istration is focusing on United 
Nations cuts and on Middle 
East negotiations, the United 
States could invest its ener-
gy in a real legacy that can 
be achieved: a humanitarian 
solution for millions of descendants of 
the Arab refugees who fled from the 
new state of Israel in 1948. They have 
since lived in 59 “temporary” refugee 
camps, hosted by the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) in 
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, and Israel. Since 
the US provides about $400 million of 
the annual $1.2 billion UNRWA budget, 
it unwittingly prolongs a unique refugee 
status in perpetuity.  

Meanwhile, Hamas gained control 
over the UNRWA workers’ unions and 
teachers’ associations in Gaza. That 
means that “humanitarian funds” actu-
ally flow to what has been designated by 
the US as a terrorist organization, where 
there is no pretense of transparency or 
accountability.

As the largest contributor to UNRWA, 

the US could ask all other 
donor nations to revamp all 
UNRWA schoolbooks, which 
emphasize the “values” of 
jihad, martyrdom, and the 
‘Right of Return’ by force of 
arms.”

How can an agency that 
operates under the aegis of 
the United Nations train chil-

dren for war?
Over the last five 

years, our agency filmed 
military training camps 
for UNRWA children, 
age 10 to 15, and inter-
viewed Hamas leaders 
who praise and confirm 
the full cooperation of 
UNRWA in strict armed 
preparation of children.

Hamas Minister of Religion Ismail 
Radwan told us on camera in our 2015 
film, “Children’s Army of Hamas,” that 
“the Hamas relationship with UNRWA is 
good, very good. Now a direct connec-
tion exists between UNRWA and Hamas.”

Trump could demand that UNRWA 
dismiss all employees affiliated with 
Hamas, in accordance with laws in the 

US, Canada, the European Union, the 
United Kingdom, and Australia, which 
forbid aid to agencies that employ mem-
bers of a terrorist organization. 

The US Congress enacted strict laws 
in 2003 in this regard, which have never 
been enforced.

The US could ask that paramilitary 
training of UNRWA students stop. 

The US also could demand a strict 
audit of donor funds that flow to UNRWA 

from 68 countries and 
examine reports of wasted 
resources, duplicity of ser-
vices, and the illegal flow 
of cash to terrorist groups.

At the same time, 
Trump could finally push 
UNRWA to adopt the 
principles of the Office of 
the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees – which 
apply to all other refugees around the 
world – and order UNRWA to perma-
nently resettle Arab refugees from the 
1948 war. 

Almost all refugee problems around 
the world have been resolved, yet since 
1949, half a million Arab refugees have 
ballooned into five million who covet 

their refugee status, waiting to retake 
what they consider their land “from the 
river to the sea.”

The US could address the madness of 
continuing to create more and more ref-
ugees – children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and beyond – and instead 
apply UN standards of resettlement to 
UNRWA to resolve the problem.

There is much the Trump adminis-
tration can do if it wants to establish a 
Middle East legacy that will last a life-
time.

Now is the time for a new president 
to launch a courageous initiative to 
eliminate a root cause of violence, and 
remove the label “refugee” from mil-
lions of Palestinian Arabs who have been 
marked with that status since 1949.

David Bedein is the director of 
Israel Resource News Agency  and also 
administers the Center for Near East 
Policy Research. He is also the author 
of “Roadblock to Peace – How the UN 
Perpetuates the Arab-Israeli Conflict: 
UNRWA Policies Reconsidered” and  
“The Genesis of the Palestinian 
Authority.” His website is www. 
israelbehindthenews.com.

Dear President Trump: End UN refugee camps now

By Daniel Pipes

I  nominate Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, 
president of 

Turkey, as the most 
inconsistent, mys-
terious, and there-
fore most unpre-
dictable politician 
in the world. His victory in a 
referendum April 16 formally 
bestows him with near-dicta-
torial powers that leave Turkey, 
the Middle East, and beyond in 
a greater state of uncertainty 
than ever.

Here are some of the puzzles:

Mystery #1:  
Holding the referendum
The Turkish electorate voted 

April 16 to embrace funda-
mental constitutional changes 
affecting the very nature of its 
government: Should the coun-
try continue with the flawed 
democracy of the past 65 years, 
or centralize political power 
in the presidency? Under the 
new system, the prime minis-
ter vaporizes and the president 
holds vast power over parlia-
ment, the judiciary, the budget, 
and the military.

Famed novelist Elif Safak 
spoke for most when she wrote 
that Turkey’s referendum “could 
alter the country’s destiny for 
generations to come.” 

Erdogan’s fixation on offi-
cially imbuing the office of the 
presidency with the vast pow-
ers he already had in practice 
prompted him to steal an elec-
tion, fire a prime minister, start 
a near-civil war, and provoke a 
crisis with Europe. Why did he 
bother with all this for a mere 
superfluity?

Mystery #2:  
The referendum results

Erdogan brought enormous 
pressure to bear for a momen-
tous victory in the referendum. 
He made full use of his control 
of most media. Mosques were 
mobilized. In the words of one 
international organization, in 
several cases, “no” supporters 
“have faced police interven-
tions while campaigning; a 

number were also 
arrested on charges 
of insulting the pres-
ident or organiz-
ing unlawful public 
events.” Opponents 
also lost their jobs, 
met with media boy-
cotts, faced electrici-
ty outages, and been 

beaten up. 
Despite this, the referendum 

passed by a meager 51.4 per-
cent to 48.6 percent. If the ref-
erendum was fixed, why was 
the affirmative vote so low and 
not a more imposing 60, 80, or 
– why not – 99 percent?  

Mystery #3:  
Gülen

Erdogan wantonly ended a 
key alliance with fellow-Islamist 
Fethullah Gülen, transform-
ing a stalwart ally into a deter-
mined domestic opponent who 
challenged Erdogan’s primacy 
and revealed his corruption. In 
his political war with Gülen, 
an elderly Muslim cleric living 
in rural Pennsylvania, Erdogan 
implausibly claimed that 
Gülen’s movement had planned 
and led an alleged coup attempt 
in July 2016; then he cracked 
down on Gülen’s followers and 
thousands more, leading to 
47,000 arrests, 113,000 detain-
ments, 135,000 firings or sus-
pensions from jobs, and many 
more entering the shadows of 
“social death.” 

Erdogan went further, 
demanding that Washington 
extradite Gülen to Turkey and 
threatening a rupture if he did 
not get his way: “Sooner or 
later the US will make a choice. 
Either Turkey or [Gülen].”

Why did Erdogan pick a fight 
with Gülen, creating turmoil 
within Turkish Islamist ranks 
and jeopardizing relations with 
the US?

Mystery #4:  
Semantic purism

The European Union reluc-
tantly agreed to visa-free 
travel for 75 million Turks to 
26 member countries, a ben-
efit that would potentially allow 
Erdogan to push out unwanted 

Kurds and Syrian refugees. But 
the EU made this access con-
tingent on Turkey “revising the 
legislation and practices on ter-
rorism in line with European 
standards.” Erdogan could 
have made this concession and 
arrested anyone he wanted on 
other charges, but he refused 
and declined an extraordinary 
opportunity.

Mystery #5:  
Canny or megalomaniacal?

 Erdogan became prime 
minister in 2003 and for eight 
years governed cautiously, 
overseeing remarkable eco-
nomic growth, mollifying the 
military leadership that held 
the country’s ultimate power, 
and successfully pursuing a 
policy of “zero problems with 
neighbors.” Erdogan timed his 
moves with such deftness that, 
for example, hardly anyone 
noticed in July 2011 when he 
subdued the military.

That was then. Since, 
Erdogan has turned Syria’s 
Bashar al-Assad from his favor-
ite foreign leader into a mortal 
enemy. He shot down a Russian 
fighter plane, then abjectly had 
to apologize. He lost out on 
a pipeline transporting eastern 
Mediterranean gas to Europe.

In a particularly ignoble 
farce, Erdogan showed up at 
the funeral of American boxer 
Muhammad Ali to give a speech, 
deliver presents, and have his 
picture taken with family mem-
bers, only to be rejected on all 
these requests and slink back 
home.

What happened to the cun-
ning leader of a decade back?

Erdogan’s Islamist support-
ers sometimes suggest that 
he’s on his way to declaring 
himself caliph, the successor 
of Muhammad. Depending on 
whether he uses the Islamic or 
Christian calendar, that could 
happen, respectively, on either 
March 10, 2021 or March 4, 
2024. You heard it here first.

Daniel Pipes (danielpipes.
org, @danielpipes) is president 
of the Middle East Forum.

The Erdogan Enigma

By Jonathan S. 
Tobin 

When the 
O b a m a 
a d m i n -

istration managed 
to avoid a congres-
sional vote on its 
nuclear deal with 
Iran in the fall of 2015 courtesy 
of a Democratic Senate filibus-
ter, the argument surrounding 
the controversial agreement 
seemed to be over. That’s why 
Democrats are reacting with 
impatience and skepticism 
about statements from the 
Trump administration about 
re-evaluating the deal.

Yet rather than an impotent 
gesture designed to distract 
us from a decision not to tear 
up the accord that President 
Donald Trump blasted through-
out the 2016 election campaign, 
the administration’s talk of 
reopening the issue should be 
taken seriously. Trump’s foreign 
policy team is coming to grips 
with the fact that everything 
it hopes to accomplish in the 
Middle East as well as threats 
to US security are connected 
to an Iranian regime immea-
surably strengthened – both 
politically and economically – 
by Obama’s misguided effort to 
create détente with Tehran.

At best, the pact with Iran 
merely kicked the can down 
the road on the nuclear threat, 
since the accord will expire in 
a decade. With its advanced 
nuclear infrastructure and 
research ability left intact, 
Iran will soon be in position to 
achieve its nuclear ambitions 
while having its economy bol-
stered by revived ties with the 
West. Yet by deliberately ignor-
ing Iran’s role as the world’s 
leading state sponsor of terror-
ism, its illegal testing of bal-
listic missiles, and its military 
adventures in Iran and Yemen, 
Obama’s deal essentially made 
the Islamist regime even more 
dangerous to its Arab neigh-
bors, as well as to Israel and the 

West, while seem-
ingly leaving Trump 
with no choice but to 
live with the mess he 
inherited.

President Barack 
Obama left office 
certain that the 
unwillingness of 
America’s Western 

allies and the Russians to 
think about re-imposing sanc-
tions on Iran essentially fore-
closed any effort to revisit the 
deal. Western Europeans wish 
to benefit from the lifting of 
sanctions, while Moscow has 
worked closely with Iran in 
Syria as they pursue a joint war 
to keep the barbarous Bashar 
al-Assad regime in power. That 
effort ensures the Islamic State 
will never be defeated, since 
so long as Assad and his Shi’a 
Iranian and Hezbollah forces 
are let loose in the country, the 
Sunni population will look to 
the terrorists for protection. 
Iran’s increased ability to deploy 
its terrorist allies also poses a 
threat to any effort to promote 
peace between Israel and the 
Palestinians, or between Israel 
and the Arab world.

But those who assumed the 
Trump administration would 
give up and deem the prob-
lem insoluble may be wrong. 
Contrary to his critics’ assump-
tions, Trump doesn’t need to 
tear up the deal to attempt to 
undo its consequences. The pact 
gave broad leeway to its signa-
tories to interpret its terms. This 
means Trump can police Iran 
far more strictly than Obama 
did. By tightening restrictions 
on terror groups – such as Iran’s 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC), which has a hand 
in much of the country’s eco-
nomic activity – the US can start 
to recreate the leverage over the 
ayatollahs that Obama threw 
away in his feckless drive to get 
a deal at any price.

By designating any compa-
ny involved with the IRGC as 
a terrorist entity, the US could 

Why the debate about 
Iran isn’t over

continued on page 20

How can an agency 
that operates under 

the aegis of the United 
Nations train children 

for war?
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By Toby J. Rosenstrauch
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

She is much maligned by 
comedians and cartoonists 
as well as serious writers: the 
Jewish mother. As a result, 
every Jewish girl is certain that 
when she becomes a mother, 
she will do and say things dif-
ferently from her mother. So it 
often comes as a surprise when 
she finds herself using the very 
words her mother spoke.

When I became a Jewish 
mother, it was quite a shock to 
hear my mother’s voice coming 
out of my mouth, sometimes 
even in Yiddish. Although I am 
more educated than my moth-
er, when it came to ways of 
looking at life, we were much 
alike. 

My mother always had 
that special love that said “Ich 
zohl nor haben vus dir fehlt” 
(I should only have what you 
are lacking), a mother’s wish to 
always have the right ingredi-
ent to satisfy her child’s needs. 
Too often, that was financially 
impossible. 

When we ate, she said, “Ess 
gezunt “(eat in good health.) 
When we went to bed, it was 
“shluff gezunt” (sleep in good 
health.) This was her main 
concern: the health of her 
family. As a child, I did not 
understand when she said, “If 
you don’t have your health, you 

have nothing.” I understand 
it now. 

For my increasingly busy 
life, she offered rules that 
stressed efficient ways of liv-
ing:

“First things first.” This 
helped to determine priorities 
and make coping possible.

Then, there was a funny 
one. “Mit ein tochas ken men 
nit tantzen af tzvei chasanehs” 

(With one behind, you can’t 
dance at two weddings.) This 
had nothing to do with wed-
dings at all. She was simply 
trying to say, in her way, that I 
can’t be in two places at once, 
so I must make choices.

There also were rules for 
human relationships.

“If you can’t say something 
nice, keep your mouth shut,” 
which works so much better 
than the current trend toward 
frankness at all costs.

“If I am not for myself, who 
is for me? When I am for myself, 
what am I?” She knew Hillel’s 
famous lesson in selflessness 
and self-respect.

“Honor thy father and 
mother.” This she taught by the 
example she set with her own 
behavior toward my grandpar-
ents.

Of crucial importance 
to Mother was “Do the right 
thing.” She taught me that we 
all know what the right thing is. 
“Kol dmamah,” the still, small 
voice, is there inside each of us 
telling us what we should do. 
Doing the right thing all the 
time is tough, but she main-
tained that the guide to action 
is there to be called upon.

Now that I am both mother 
and grandmother, I remember 
her sayings about child-rear-
ing:

“Raise up a child in the way 
that he should go and he will 
not depart from it when he is 
old.” She would often tell me 
this during my children’s rebel-
lious adolescent years when 
I’d wonder if anything I taught 
them was making an impres-
sion. 

Now that they are grown, 
I can see all the good things 
coming to the surface. They 
really did take root after all. 

 Toby J. Rosenstrauch writes 
from Florida.

The lessons of life from my Jewish mother

“If I am not for  
myself, who is for me? 
When I am for myself, 
what am I?” She knew 

Hillel’s famous lesson in 
selflessness and  

self-respect.
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Thursday Open House
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BrooksbyVillage.com
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100 Brooksby Village Drive, Peabody
McIntosh Clubhouse
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12
09
47
38

Shore Village is conveniently located near area shops and restaurants,  
public transportation and beach. Our brand new apartments are equipped  

with full kitchens, washer and dryer in unit and walk-in closets.  
Community room with fireplace and rooftop deck with great views.

A community for 62 plus.
For more information and to arrange a tour call 978-532-4800

137 EASTERN AVE., LYNN
Managed by Crowninshield Management Corporation

$1,300
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Jewish identity and has a great love for 
Israel,” said Lappin, acknowledging that 
he is an avid reader of the Journal, a 
40-year-old nonprofit publication that 
reaches 17,000 homes twice a month.  

Rosenberg has had a long association 
with the Journal. He wrote his first arti-
cle for the paper in 1979, a story about 
Israel that he coauthored with a friend.

“The Journal is essential to this Jewish 
community,” said Rosenberg. “The paper 
plays an important role in helping to link 
the community, and also serves as a 
reflection of how Jews continue to evolve 
and change in the Greater Boston area.”

His own passion for Israel was sparked 
during his first visit to the country, when 
he enrolled at Tel Aviv University for a 
college semester abroad. Years later, he 
worked in Jerusalem as a journalist and 
filmmaker, spending weeks in places 
such as Ramallah, Jenin, and Bethlehem, 
covering the Palestinian conflict. 

Rosenberg has worked as a journalist 
since graduating from the University of 

Massachusetts Amherst in 1981. He later 
earned a Master’s of Fine Arts in writing 
and literature from Bennington College.

“It’s my passion,” he said about his 
lifelong professional calling. “The goal 
of the journalist is to present an accurate 
portrait of what you are reporting on. 
And it’s needed now more than ever, as 
journalism is under attack throughout 
the world and even in our country – with 
the new president regularly dismissing 
strong reporting as fake news.

“Above all, we are storytellers, but we 
play an essential role as a watchdog in 
our society and we’re the first historians 
on the scene. That’s what I love about it. 
We are very committed to serving the 
community,” Rosenberg said.

Jews on the North Shore have a strong 
interest in their neighbors and are eager 
to learn more about their community, he 
observed.

Beginning with this issue, he will kick 
off a new feature section on pages 2 
and 3, modeled after the New Yorker’s 

“Talk of the Town.” He plans to infuse 
the Journal’s pages with stories of every-
day people who play major roles in the 
Jewish community. 

Rosenberg’s keen ear for storytelling 
is among his notable strengths, accord-
ing to Marcia Dick, editor of the Boston 
Globe’s North of Boston section and a 
longtime colleague.

“He has a unique knack for showing 
the big picture through a lot of little 
pictures,” Dick said. “It is a talent that 
sometimes leaves me breathless. I feel 
proudest of the work I’ve done at the 
Globe that has emanated from Steve’s 
stories. 

“Steve’s best work comes from talk-
ing to people in their native environ-
ment: homes, neighborhoods, shops, 
synagogues, beaches. He has a gift for 
connecting with people so they open up 
to him. He listens, and tells their stories.” 

Rosenberg plans to make the Journal 
a more literary read, but also will boost 
the paper’s news content. He intends 

to continue to publish the Russian-
language section and will bolster the 
Journal’s online presence.

Rosenberg’s deep knowledge of Israel 
and his passion for the country will be 
reflected immediately on the opinion 
pages. He will regularly publish three 
writers based in Jerusalem, whose pieces 
will be exclusive to the Journal.

Outside of journalism, Rosenberg 
shares his North Shore life with his wife, 
Dr. Devorah Feinbloom, a chiroprac-
tor and director of Marblehead Natural 
Healing. Their son, Aaron, is enrolled in 
the MBA program at Clark University.

Rosenberg is excited to be at the helm 
of the local Jewish newspaper. “This is 
my community and my home. There’s 
something special about living along the 
North Shore,” he reflected. “It’s really a 
privilege to live here. It is one of the most 
beautiful places in the country. 

“I feel this is a great opportunity to 
play a role in documenting this time and 
place in American Jewish history.” 

Steven Rosenberg named new publisher, editor of the Jewish Journal 
continued from page 1

Steven Rosenberg interviews ex-gang members for the Boston Globe in Lynn. 

Steven Rosenberg, on assignment, in Bethlehem. 



he recalled. The family, includ-
ing two younger siblings, lived 
on Kibbutz Ein Dor, in north-
ern Israel. Their small, close-knit 
community also was supportive.

Meeting a transgender man 
for the first time, when Erez was 
15 or 16, was a key moment. “It 
was the first time I heard the 
term ‘trans’ and I realized there 
was a word for my feelings,” he 
said. He then opened up to his 
parents and a small circle of close 
friends.

As the time approached 
for entering the military, Erez 
thought about how he could 
best serve the IDF. At the same 
time, he was concerned the focus 
would be on his gender and not 
on his performance. “The tough 
solution was to hide who I am,” 
Erez said.

He did open up to his com-
manders, who he praised for 
treating him equally and fairly 
over the course of his service. 
“They always judged me only for 
my performance,” he said.

But he served in fear, wor-
rying that his secret would be 
discovered by other soldiers and 
that his gender would become 
an issue.

A turning point came when 
his commanders recommend-
ed him for an officer training 
course, his lifelong dream. He 
recognized that to be the best 
officer possible for the soldiers 
he’d be responsible for, he had 
to be truthful. At a meeting in 
front of 60 of his fellow cadets, 
one week before graduation, Erez 
revealed his story. 

He is currently undergoing 
hormone treatment, paid for by 
the Israeli health care system that 

also will pay for related surgery 
Erez said he intends to have.

A year after becoming an offi-
cer, an article about Erez was 
published in the Israeli media. 
That’s when he began hearing 
from young soldiers who were 
looking for support and guid-
ance.

“When I saw that young peo-
ple can use my help, it was clear 
to me that this is something I had 
to do,” he said about speaking in 
public.

In addition to his role as an 
officer, Erez serves as an unof-
ficial adviser to the IDF’s Office 
of Gender Affairs. These days, a 
soldier is allowed to wear the 
uniform according to the gen-
der he or she identifies with. “It’s 
amazing to see these changes,” 
he said.

“The service has allowed me 
to feel equal and be who I am.”

The Jewish Journal MA is a nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and organizations.

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246

This is Assisted Living!

A Place that is Home

Traditional Assisted Living and Specialized Memory Support

See why everyone is raving about us!

Come meet our wonderful residents and staff. Call now to schedule your private tour. 
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“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”
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Nursing Care • Medication Management • Assist with bathing/dressing
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Transgender soldiers
from page 1

By Adam Abrams
JNS.org

For Israel’s Memorial Day 
(Yom Hazikaron), which com-
memorates fallen soldiers 
and victims of terrorism, the 
Jerusalem-based Lone Soldier 
Center hosted a unique English-
language event Sunday focusing 
on the stories of fallen Israeli-
American soldiers Michael 
Levin and Shlomo Rindenow. 

Levin and Rindenow were 
among the group within the IDF 
known as lone soldiers—those 
serving in the military who do 
not have immediate family liv-
ing in Israel. The Lone Soldier 
Center was founded in Michael 
Levin’s memory by a group of 
former lone soldiers in 2009.

The center has branches in 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Haifa, 
where it provides lone soldiers 
with special counseling, help 
with finding housing, and meals 
on Shabbat and holidays. 

Sunday’s Lone Soldier Center 
memorial service in Jerusalem 
was Israel’s only public Yom 
Hazikaron ceremony conducted 
entirely in English.

Levin immigrated to Israel 
from Philadelphia in 2002 and 
joined an elite IDF paratrooper 
brigade. In 2006, while visiting 
family on vacation in America, 
he cut his trip short and returned 
to Israel to serve with his unit 
after war broke out on Israel’s 
northern border with Lebanon, 
following an ambush on an IDF 
patrol by the Lebanese terror 
group Hezbollah. 

Upon arriving in Israel, 
Levin was deployed with his 
unit to a Hezbollah stronghold 
in the Lebanese village of Aita 
al-Shaab, where soldiers Ehud 
Goldwasser and Eldad Regev 
were taken after being captured 
on the Israel-Lebanon border 
two weeks earlier. Levin died 
fighting with Hezbollah terror-
ists inside the village. He was 22.

 “Losing Michael is a constant 
reminder to me that our time 
here is limited, and to make the 
most of it. You should pursue 
you dreams no matter what 
obstacles get in the way,” said 
his sister, Elisa Levin.

Also at Sunday’s event, 
Yocheved Rindenow, who lost 
her younger brother Shlomo in 
a military accident on Israel’s 
northern border last summer, 
shared the story of her brother’s 
journey from New Jersey to the 
IDF. 

At 18, Shomo moved to 
Netzer Hazani from Passaic and 
volunteered for a year with a 
search-and-rescue organization 
before joining Israel’s military. 
He was 20 years old when he 
was killed, along with Staff Sgt. 
Hussam Tafesh, after a grenade 
held by Tafesh exploded near a 
Golan Heights army post. 

Following his death last 
summer, thousands of Israelis 
gathered at Rindenow’s funer-
al to pay their final respects. 
Rindenow was one of five broth-
ers, among nine siblings, who 
immigrated to Israel and served 
in the IDF.

Fallen Israeli-American soldiers 
commemorated in special 
Jerusalem ceremony

 Photo: Ben Drori/Flash90.
Family and friends mourn 20-year old IDF lone soldier Shlomo 
Rindenow at his funeral July 18, 2016. 



By Sean Savage/JNS.org

President Donald Trump 
and Palestinian Authority (PA) 
President Mahmoud Abbas met 
for the first time at the White 
House Wednesday as Trump’s 
nascent administration ven-
tures down the road of its pre-
decessors, making a fresh bid 
to broker an Israeli-Palestinian 
peace deal.

“We want to create peace 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians. We will get it done. 
We will be working so hard to 
get it done,” Trump said along-
side Abbas during a press con-
ference.

Later, in a luncheon with 
senior advisers, Trump 
expressed even greater confi-
dence in achieving peace.

“It’s something that, I think, 
is frankly maybe not as difficult 
as people have thought over the 
years,” he said.

In his remarks at Wednesday’s 
press conference, Abbas flat-
tered the American leader, 
expressing confidence in 
Trump’s “great negotiating abil-
ity” and saying he looks for-

ward to working with Trump 
to “come to that deal, to that 
historical agreement to bring 
about peace.”

Yet Abbas also reserved some 
airtime for criticizing Israel, say-
ing, “It’s about time for Israel to 
end its occupation of our people 
and our land.”

Abbas proceeded to lay out 
familiar negotiation param-
eters that most Israeli leaders 
have dismissed, including a 
Palestinian capital in eastern 
Jerusalem and borders based on 
the pre-1967 lines. 

Ahead of the Trump-Abbas 
meeting, senior administra-
tion officials, including CIA 
Director Mike Pompeo and 

international negotiations rep-
resentative Jason Greenblatt, 
had what many viewed as sur-
prisingly positive meetings with 
Palestinian officials in Ramallah, 
with Abbas telling Greenblatt he 
believes a “historic” peace deal 
is possible under Trump’s guid-
ance.

Meanwhile, in State 
Department documents pub-
lished last month by Foreign 
Policy, the Trump adminis-
tration is planning a 4.6-per-
cent increase in American aid 
– amounting to $215 million 
for the fiscal year of 2018 – to 
Palestinian-controlled areas in 
the West Bank and Gaza.

Direct Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations have been stalled 
since 2014. During his meeting 
with Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu in February, Trump 
expressed openness to Israeli-
Palestinian conflict resolutions 
other than a two-state solution, 

breaking with American presi-
dential administrations’ long-
standing exclusive support for 
two states.

“I’m looking at two state and 
one state, and I like the one that 
both parties like… I can live 
with either one,” Trump said at 
the time.

Amid the Trump-Abbas 
meeting, Hamas has also been 
stepping up its political maneu-
vering. Earlier this week, the 
Gaza-ruling Palestinian terror 
group released a policy docu-
ment indicating its willingness 
to accept the premise of a future 
Palestinian state within the pre-
1967 borders.

In an interview with CNN fol-
lowing the document’s release, 
Hamas’s outgoing political lead-
er Khaled Mashaal said Trump 
has a “historic opportunity” for 
peace, mirroring Abbas’s lan-
guage.

“This is a historic opportu-

nity to pressure Israel… to find 
an equitable solution for the 
Palestinian people,” Mashaal 
said. “And it will be to the credit 
of the civilized world and the 
American administration to 
stop the darkness that we have 
been suffering from for many 
years.”

Experts have dismissed 
Hamas’s policy document as a 
smokescreen by the terror group 
to gain greater appeal among 
the international community 
and the Palestinian population.

“This is not a sign of mod-
eration so much as a ploy to end 
the faction’s international isola-
tion,” the FDD think tank said 
in a policy memo. “The other 
element of this new document 
is the internal Palestinian politi-
cal angle. In acknowledging 
the 1967 borders and dropping 
its call for Israel’s destruction, 
Hamas is making a play at the 
rival party Fatah’s supporters.”

THE GABLES OFFERS
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New to the Journal

~ Caryn, Caregiver to Sister

“I just couldn’t imagine Kathleen  
without a true family environment.  
Adult Foster Care has armed me with 
everything I need to stay at home and  
care for my sister. Because of AFC,  
I do not have to manage this  
relationship on my own. I have  
an entire team.”

978-281-2612  
AdultFosterCareNS.com  

Celebrating 15 Years
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The White House 
Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas (left) and 
President Donald Trump at the 
White House Wednesday 

Trump and Abbas state desire for peace, but express  
‘divergent views’ on the conflict
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help keep you safe at home.
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when it comes to home care - trust the professionals.
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By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

I am a mommy-in-the-middle: I 
have a mother and I am a mother. I 
get a lot of pleasure from both roles, 
but every year, Mother’s Day falls 
flat for me. I’m so busy being either 
mother or daughter that I never feel 
a personally meaningful or satisfying 
connection. 

Yet, I certainly connect to being 
a mother. I just don’t connect to 
Mother’s Day.

So I decided that this year, rather 
than accepting and ignoring the hol-
lowness of Mother’s Day, I would dig 
deeper until I discovered something that resonated with me in the 
way traditional Mother’s Day was supposed to, but didn’t. 

Before discarding it out of hand, however, I thought I should learn 
more about Mother’s Day. It all started in 1858 when Ann Reeves 
Jarvis, an Appalachian social activist and women’s event planner, cre-
ated “Mother’s Day Work Clubs” to help educate women about how 
to care for their children and keep them healthy. After the war, she 
organized “Mother’s Friendship Picnics” to encourage Confederate 
and Union loyalists to ignore their differences and remember their 
common bond of motherhood. 

When Ann died in 1905, her daughter Anna wanted to celebrate 
her beloved mother. She organized an honorary event in West 
Virginia on May 10, which soon spread to a number of states. In 1914, 
President Woodrow Wilson designated the second Sunday of May as 
Mother’s Day, declaring that the holiday offered a chance to “[publicly 
express] our love and reverence for the mothers of our country.”

Anna’s idea was that children would spend the day with their 
mothers in appreciation of all they had sacrificed for them. When the 
day quickly turned into a retail gold mine, she was so disappointed 
that she spent the rest of her life fighting to have its holiday status 
revoked. She failed, and by 2014 Americans spent almost $20 billion 
on Mother’s Day goods and services.

While building personal bonds among mothers was a terrific 
legacy worth preserving, Anna Jarvis had correctly recognized that 
her original Mother’s Day had morphed into something commercial 
and trivial. 

Many cultures and religions — including Judaism — have other 
ways for women to gather and pay homage to their unique feminine 
qualities. 

Jewish mothers are lucky to have Rosh Hodesh, the first day of 
the Jewish lunar month, which coincides with the new moon. It is 
a minor festival that has long been associated with, and sacred to, 
women. Midrash (biblical legend) holds the holiday was given to 
women as a reward for their refusal to give up their jewelry to help 
create the Golden Calf.

Women’s Rosh Hodesh groups started springing up in the 1980s 

Rosh Hodesh, 
Mother’s Day and me

Shelley A. Sackett
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as a way to revive its observance in 
a modern, more meaningful way. 

My own introduction to Rosh 
Hodesh took place soon after mov-
ing to Swampscott in 2001 when I 
was invited to join a Hadassah eve-
ning of study and community. The 
focus was Rosh Hodesh. We each 
received a copy of “Moonbeams”, 
Hadassah’s guide to Rosh Hodesh 
modern practices. It still calls to 
me, the enchantment of its water-
color cover and thoughtful read-
ings undiminished.

The next year, my daughter cel-
ebrated her Bat Mitzvah on Rosh 
Hodesh Sivan, which happened to 
fall on Mother’s Day. Rosh Hodesh 
and I had some sort of special 
bond, but the connection wasn’t 
yet clear. 

Then, about five years ago, I 
learned to chant the Rosh Hodesh 
Torah parsha, which I have done 
almost every month since, always 
using my daughter’s Bat Mitzvah 
yad. Last week, at Rosh Hodesh 
Iyar, something felt different.

I felt a spark of kinship with 
the spirits of all women who ever 
stood where I stood, especially my 
daughter and my mother when 
the three of us shared the bimah 
in celebration of her Mother’s Day 
Bat Mitzvah 15 years ago. How had 
I forgotten?

That personal, spiritual way 
to connect with Mother’s Day I 
longed for was right in front of my 
eyes all along. All I had to do was to 
open them and notice.

This year, when I send that 
Hallmark card and buy that 
Mother’s Day gift, it will be with 
a full and grateful heart. Mother’s 
Day is my holiday too.

The annual Jewish 
Community Center of the 
North Shore International 
Jewish Film Festival begins on 
Monday, and will run through 
Thursday, May 20. The films 
will be shown at the Salem 
Visitor Center, Warwick 
Cinema and JCCNS. 

This year’s line-up includes 
12 award-winning films rang-
ing from history, politics and 
drama, to comedy and docu-
mentaries. Exposing a broad 
range of thought provoking 
subjects, the films also focus 
on Orthodox Judaism, politics, 
the Holocaust, sports, family 
dynamics and even “Star Trek.”  

“Our film festival always 
draws in a large and enthu-
siastic audience,” said Marty 
Schneer, Executive Director 
of the JCCNS. “This festival is 
a signature JCCNS event and 
one that we look forward to 
bringing to the community 
each and every year.”

One of this year’s featured 
films is the opening night 
showing of “The Women’s 
Balcony,” which was nominat-
ed for an Ophir Award (Israeli 
Academy Awards) and has 
already been a fan favorite at 
film festivals all over the coun-
try.  It focuses on an accident 
during a bar mitzvah that leads 
to a conflict in an Orthodox 
community in Jerusalem.  
Rabbi Lila Kagedan, the first 
Orthodox woman to adopt the 

title of rabbi, of the Walnut 
Street Synagogue in Chelsea, 
will lead a discussion after the 
film. 

Another film in this year’s 
line-up, “Life, Animated” was 
nominated for best documen-
tary at the US Academy Awards 
earlier this year. It will be 
shown at the Warwick Theater 
in Marblehead on Wednesday, 
May 17 at 1:30 p.m. and at 
the Salem Visitor Center on 
Monday, May 15 at 7:00 p.m. 
“Life, Animated” perceptively 
deals with how individuals 
with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities learn to 
navigate the world. The film 
has a message that’s universal 
– how we all find our own way 
to persevere through the dark 
times. Jo Ann Simons, CEO of 
Northeast Arc, will be speaking 
after the screening.  

“Harmonia,” a contempo-
rary adaptation of the biblical 
tale of Abraham and Sarah, 
will be the festival’s final film, 
and will be shown on May 18 at 
6:30 p.m. at the Salem Visitor 
Center. The Israeli film, set 
inside the inner sanctum of a 
symphony hall, showcases the 
love triangle between a beau-
tiful harpist, Sarah, a charis-
matic conductor, and a young 
horn player.

Last year, more than 1,600 
tickets were sold. 

For tickets, visit JCCNS.org.  

North Shore JCC Jewish Film  
Festival begins May 20



By Myrna Fearer
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

It’s been three decades since 
my mother passed away, and 
yet I still want to go to the 
phone and tell her something.

With Mother’s Day almost 
here, I guess I’m feeling a lit-
tle nostalgic. Thoughts of my 
mother, of times we shared just 
the two of us and as a fam-
ily keep whirling around in my 
head. It’s like looking through a 
kaleidoscope: every turn brings 
up another memory.

Sometimes, I look back and 
wonder:

Did I stop often enough to 
tell my mother I loved her?

Did I ever get short with her?
Did I sometimes seem unap-

preciative?
Unfortunately, we tend to 

take mothers for granted until 
they need us, a stage my inde-
pendent mom never really 
reached.

My mother, Rose (Finkle) 
Liftman, was born in Lynn and 
was a proud graduate of Lynn 
English High School. Though 
like many others of her gen-
eration she had to work after 
graduation, she was very intel-
ligent and possessed an extra 
dose of common sense.

My mother also was com-
passionate. I will never for-
get the way people gravitated 
toward her and sought her 

advice, including my own 
friends. One of them, Diane, 
often asked to come home 
with me after school, especially 
on report card days. She was 
afraid to show her card to her 
critical mother if any mark was 
below an A.

“You are so lucky, you have 
no idea how special your 
mother is,” she often said.

I can recall the time a mar-
ried college friend, whose par-
ents lived in New York, was 
facing a physical challenge. 
She called my mother for a 
soft shoulder to cry on. My 
mom had a deep faith which, 
coupled with her empathy, 

made people instinctively trust 
her. After talking to Cindy, my 
mom ended with, “Don’t worry, 
everything is going to be all 
right. Remember, you are not a 
stepchild of God.”

My mother was also a doer 
and a giver, whether it was 
chopped liver, blintzes, or bar-
ley soup for my husband and 
me. After cooking on a Sunday, 
she had my dad drive her to 
our house in Danvers with her 
gift. When she discovered how 
much my brother and his fam-
ily liked her rice pudding, mom 
would make one in a big casse-
role and carry it to Ted’s insur-
ance office by bus and the T.

My parents lived in Mattapan 
for 25 years before moving to 
Lynn. For my mother, moving 
back was as if she never left. 
Now she had a wider range of 
family and friends that could 
call her for advice or to vent. 
They knew whatever they told 
her would never be revealed. 
One thing they didn’t realize 
was now she had more people 
to worry about. I remember my 
husband saying many times, 
“Ma, when are you going to 
start worrying about Rose?”

But how could she worry 
about herself when she had 
others on her long list? She 
worried about my dad during 
a long illness before his death. 
She worried about her bach-
elor brother. She worried about 
my son, Brian, for years before 
he lost his battle with cystic 
fibrosis. She worried about my 
husband when he was diag-
nosed with lung cancer.

Still, several times a week 
she would take the bus to 
Vinnin Square to visit a cousin 
at the Jewish Rehabilitation 
Center who no longer recog-
nized her or anyone else. One 
day, I asked mom why she vis-
ited more often than the wom-
an’s own children.

The answer to her was obvi-
ous. “It makes me feel better 
knowing she’s not alone.”

When I look back, I realize 
my mother taught me some 
important life lessons. She 
taught me not to be bitter but 
to face the world with courage 
and a smile. As I grow older, I 
find myself doing and saying 
some of the same things, often 
to the consternation of my son.

After one of my comments, 
he once turned to me and said, 
“Oh, Ma, you’re just like your 
mother.”

I consider that quite a com-
pliment.

Myrna Fearer is a columnist 
from Danvers.
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Order Now for  
Mother’s Day!

Make Her Day

*Cannot be combined with any other offer. Restrictions may apply. See store for details. Edible®, Edible Arrangements®, the Fruit Basket Logo, and 
other marks mentioned herein are registered trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. © 2017 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

$XX OFF 
your purchase of $29+*

CODE: XXXX0000 

EXPIRES: XX/XX/XXXX

Mother’s Day 
Swizzle Bouquet™

edible.com

$10 OFF
your purchase of $49+*

CODE: JEJO0531
EXPIRES: 05/31/2017

 To order, please call or visit:
45 Enon Street, Beverly • 978-927-3120

919 Lynnfield Street, Lynn • 781-593-1888

7A Bourbon Street, Peabody • 978-536-7010

978-750-0100
Mon-Sat: 6am - 9pm  ~  Sunday: 6am - 8pm

expires July 31, 2017

All Natural & Organic Sushi
No MSG • Zero Trans-Fat

Gluten-Free & Sugar-Free Dishes

Convenient parking located in Swampscott Mall

430 Paradise Road, Vinnin Square (Rt. 1A), Swampscott

781-599-1780
Sun-ThuRS 11:30 am-10:00 pm • FRi-SAT 11:30 am-11:00 pm

Online ordering, delivery & catering at 
www.GourmetGardenRestaurant.com

Life is Good @ Gourmet Garden

100 Chinese
Restaurants

in U.S.A.

2009

2002-13

Always the Lowest Air Fares • Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe • Far East • The Caribbean • Florida • Arizona • Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

420 Harvard Street, Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

14 THE JEWISH JOURNAL MA – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – MAY 4, 2017 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

On Mother’s Day, special memories  
of the incredible Rose Liftman 

Rose (Finkle) Liftman

Sometimes, I look  
back and wonder: 

Did I stop often enough 
to tell my mother  

I loved her? 
Did I ever get  
short with her? 

Did I sometimes seem 
unappreciative?



For tickets and more information go to JCCNS.ORG or call 781-631-8330.

SUNDAY, MAY 8
7:00PM

Generously sponsored 
by Prime Motor Group

JCC OF THE NORTH SHORE

INTERNATIONAL
JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

MAY 2017

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

The Women’s 
Balcony 
7:00PM
Salem Visitor 
Center

9

Moos
1:30PM 
Warwick Cinema
--------------
For the Love of 
Spock 
7:30PM
Warwick Cinema

10

Big Sonia
1:30PM 
Warwick Cinema
--------------
Keep Quiet
7:30PM 
Warwick Cinema

11

The Women’s 
Balcony 
1:30PM
Warwick Cinema
--------------
On the Map
7:30PM
Warwick Cinema

12

Fanny’s Journey
1:30PM
Warwick Cinema

13

The Origin of 
Violence
7:30PM
Warwick Cinema

14

Breakfast  
at Ina’s
10:00AM 
Brudnick Center for 
Living
--------------
Fanny’s Journey
7:30PM
Warwick Cinema

15

The Origin of 
Violence
1:30PM
Warwick Cinema
--------------
Life, Animated
7:00PM
Salem Visitor 
Center

16

Keep Quiet
1:30PM 
Warwick Cinema
--------------
Moos
7:30PM 
Warwick Cinema

17

Life, Animated
1:30PM
Warwick Cinema
--------------
The Tiles That 
Bind
6:30PM 
JCCNS

18

Big Sonia
1:30PM 
Warwick Cinema
--------------
Harmonia
6:30PM 
Salem Visitor 
Center 

19 20

OPENING

Closing

JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

BIGSONIA

MOOS

OPENING

MAY 8 - MAY 18
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MAY 4-21. THE NATIONAL CENTER 
FOR JEWISH FILM’S 20TH ANNUAL 
FILM FESTIVAL. Museum of Fine 
Arts Boston, West Newton Cinema, 
Coolidge Corner Theatre. Visit mfa.org 
for schedule and film details.

MAY 5. SIBSHOPS CONFERENCE. 
Jewish Family & Children’s Service 
hosts Don Meyer, director of Seattle-
based The Sibling Support Project, for 
a two-day conference. Sibshops works 
with brothers and sisters of children 
with special needs and provides them 
with opportunities to connect and share 
their experiences with each other. 8:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m. Bernice B. Godine JCC 
Early Learning Center, 333 Nahanton 
St., Newton.

MAY 5. MUSICAL KABBALAT 
SHABBAT Community celebration 
of Yom H’atzmaut - Israel’s Birthday. 
6:30 p.m. Temple Sinai, 1 Community 
Road, Marblehead. RSVP Meg 
Gatterman, 781-631-2763, email meg.
templesinai@gmail.com.

MAY 6. BLUE & WHITE NIGHT.  Hit 
the dance floor and join hundreds of 
young adults at Space 57 to celebrate 
Israel Independence Day. Cocktails at 

Looking Ahead
the cash bar, mingle with friends, and 
let your Israeli flag fly! Valid ID required, 
21+ event. Online registration closes 
May 4, but walk-ins are welcome! 
Snacks will be served. Dietary laws 
will be observed. For more information 
or special accommodations, please 
contact Karen at karenn@cjp.org or 
617-457-8870. 8:30 p.m.-11:55 p.m. 
Liberty Hall, 200 Stuart St., Boston.

MAY 6. PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT 
CIRCLE. PJ Library Shabbat Circle 
is a fun, interactive family Shabbat 
service geared to families with young 
children, ages six and younger. Older 
siblings, grandparents, and friends are 
welcome. Refreshments will be served. 
All are welcome. For more information, 
contact Phoebe Potts at 978-281-0739 
or phoebetaa@gmail.com. 10:30 a.m.-
11:15 a.m. Temple Ahavat Achim, 86 
Middle St., Gloucester.

MAY 6. THE GIGGLING GALA. A family 
event supporting the congregation’s 
Center for Early Education! Raffle items 
and activities for the kids. Proceeds 
go to the construction of a new 
playground. Buy tickets by calling 
781-598-3311. Contact debbie@

shirathayam.org with any questions. 
4:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.  Congregation 
Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Ave., 
Swampscott.

MAY 7. YOM IYUN: 
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF 
A REUNIFIED JERUSALEM 
THROUGH 3,000 YEARS OF 
TEXTS.  

Together with Jews from all around 
the world, we celebrate 50 years 
since the reunification of Jerusalem. 
This program presents a unique 
opportunity for participants to join 
with a spirited group of fellow 
students and outstanding scholars to 
study a wide variety of texts related 
to the Holy City. Email director@
maayan.org. 8:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Congregation Shaarei Tefilah, 35 
Morseland Ave., Newton.

MAY 7. NESHAMA 
CARLEBACH IN CONCERT 

with Reverend 
Milton Vann and 
the Glory to God 
Singers. Temple 
Ahavat Achim 
is pleased to 
present Neshama 
Carlebach in 
Concert. Proceeds 
to benefit The 
Rabbi Myron 
and Eileen Geller 
Endowment 

Fund for Family Learning at Temple 
Ahavat Achim, Gloucester. For tickets, 
click “Go” or call the Shalin Liu Box 
Office at 978-546-7391. For more 
information, please call the Temple 
office at 978-281-0739 x5. $65 General 
Admission, $125 General Admission w/
Post-Concert Evening Reception. 5:00 
p.m.-8:00 p.m. Rockport Music-Shalin 
Liu Performance Center, 37 Main St., 
Rockport.

MAY 7. LI’L EXPLORERS. Designed 
for little ones and their grown-ups 
to learn, laugh and explore hands-on 
topics together that are anchored 
in Jewish values. 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
Temple Shalom of Newton, 175 
Temple St., West Newton.

MAY 7. FRIENDS OF HILLEL 
LIBRARY. Hillel will hold a brunch to 
honor Carole and Jack Skowronski, 
recipients of the Edith Bloch Award. 
Also, the event will feature award-
winning author Richard Michelson. 
This event is open to the community. 
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Cohen Hillel 
Academy, 6 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

MAY 7. JEWISH TEEN VOLUNTEER 
CORPS - VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
Jewish teens in grades 7-12 are 
needed to help at the baby items 
drop off at Inn Transition. 10 a.m.–11 

a.m. Teens will place items on the 
porch, inventory them and collect 
names and addresses of donors. Inn 
Transition provides transitional housing 
for homeless families so families 
can remain together. Inn Transition, 
42 Washington Street, Peabody. 
RSVP to Alyse Barbash at 978-740-
4410 or email TeenVolunteers@
LappinFoundation.org.

MAY 7. 2017 Y2I TRIP 
ORIENTATION Y2I Pre-trip meetings 
are designed to educate teens and 
parents about Israel; enrich the 
Israel experience, and provide social 
opportunities for teens and parents 
to get to know each other. Flight 
information, packing list and other 
important trip related information will 
be discussed at this meeting. This 
meeting is for teens and parents. 
6:30 p.m.–8:00 p.m. Temple B’nai 
Abraham, 200 Lothrop St. Beverly.

MAY 8-MAY 18. JCCNS 
INTERNATIONAL JEWISH FILM 
FESTIVAL. The JCC of the North 
Shore’s fourth annual series featuring 
award-winning, inspiring movies 
and informative speakers. The films 
feature comedy, romance, history and 
documentaries. $10-$25. 781-631-
8330. Contact Sara Ewing at 781-746-
9913 or visit jccns.org.

MAY 8. JCCNS PRESENTS: “THE 
WOMEN’S BALCONY” (OPENING 
NIGHT). Join Rabbi Lila Kagedan, 
of the Walnut Street Synagogue in 
Chelsea, for a discussion following 
the screening. Includes coffee and 
dessert. 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. $25. 
Salem Visitor Center, 2 New Liberty 
St., Salem.

MAY 9. INTRODUCTION TO 
JUDAISM. This free 25-week course 
is designed for individuals in interfaith 
relationships wishing to explore 
Judaism, as well as those who are 
considering conversion to Judaism. 

7:30 p.m. at the JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead. Featured speaker will be Steven A. 

Rosenberg, author of the recently published book, 
“Middle Class Heroes: Voices from Boston’s Suburbs.”  

Rosenberg is the publisher and editor of the Jewish Journal 
and a former Boston Globe staff writer. A native of the 
North Shore, he is also a documentary filmmaker. His 
work has appeared on numerous networks, including CBS, 
FOX, ESPN and Israeli TV Channels 2 and 10.  The event is 
free and open to all.  Books will be sold. RSVPs requested 
to Susan Feinstein, 978-740-4431 or email sfeinstein@
lappinfoundation.org. Walk-ins are welcome.

THE ART OF JEWISH STORYTELLING
MAY 4



The Jewish Journal MA is a nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and organizations.

Casual Daytime Wear
to Black Tie Party Wear

COME SEE… WHAT’S NEW!

SPRING Forward to…
your New Look!

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA ~ 781-289-3672
By Appointment | Entrance at Rear of House | Major Credit Cards

* Prior purchases & special orders excluded. Selected merchandise.

UP 
TO

*SALE         50%
 OFF* Extraordinary, Contemporary  

Clothing for Today’s Woman

Selma’sSelma’s

Schedule Your 
Appointment Today 

To Update your… 
Wardrobe Wisdom!!

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

coolcityentertainment.com
chris@coolcityentertainment.com

978.853.7755

COOLCITYENTERTAINMENT DJ SERVICECOOLCITYENTERTAINMENT DJ SERVICE
THE BEST VALUE  
WEDDINGS & MITZVAHS  
DJ’S & UPLIGHTING

154 Atlantic Avenue
Marblehead, MA 01945

1-800-432-0304  • 1-781-631-0303

Stowaway Sweets

Candy for  
All Occasions!

AMEX        DISCOVER        MC        VISA
617-738-3354

michaelsdelibrookline.com

256 Harvard St., Brookline

60 Canterbury St., Andover, MA 01810
Visit our new website: 

www.andovercountryclub.com
978.475.1263

Wedding Receptions
Family Celebrations  
Corporate Events
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

Golf Outings • Pool & Tennis Club

Event 
Planning

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

TO ADVERTISE, CONTACT LOIS: LOIS@JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG OR CALL 978-745-4111

Party Planning
At Its Best…
InvItatIons, table lInens 
& Much, Much More
Complimentary Consultation 
by Appointment

781-631-6603
eltouch@pgcomptech.com

Donna Kagan’s

Elegant Touch

Week of Friday, May 5 through Thursday, May 11, 2017

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY  
VOL. 2 (PG-13) 

Fri: 7:00 PM
Sat & Sun: (12:30), 7:00

Mon - Thu: 7:00 PM

GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY 
VOL. 2 IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D 

(PG-13) 
Fri & Sat: (4:00), 10:00
Sun - Thu: (4:00 PM)

BORN IN CHINA (G) 
Fri: (4:30), 6:45, 9:00

Sat: (12:00), (2:30), (4:30), 6:45, 9:00
Sun: (12:00), (2:30), (4:30), 6:45

Mon - Thu: (4:30), 6:45

COLOSSAL (R) 
Fri: 7:15 PM

Sat & Sun: (2:00), 7:15
Mon - Thu: 7:15 PM

TOMORROW (DEMAIN) (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat 

Screening Room.
Fri: (4:15), 7:20, 9:30

Sat: (11:45 AM), (4:30), 7:20, 9:30
Sun: (11:45 AM), (4:15), 7:20

Mon - Thu: (4:15), 7:20

THIS PERFECT PLACE:  
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
Mon - Thu: 4:30 PM

 
Visit our website for other showtimes
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Participants will study Hebrew, 
Jewish history, holidays, life-cycle 
events, traditions, ceremonies, 
prayer and Jewish text. 7:00 p.m.-
9:00 p.m. Free. Contact Phyllis 
Osher at 978-740-4404 or posher@
lappinfoundation.org. Also May 16 
and 25.

MAY 12. PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT 
SHALOM CIRCLE. Children, ages 
8 and younger, including babies, 
parents, grandparents and friends, are 
invited to welcome in Shabbat with 

Shabbat stories, songs, friendship, 
and a free dinner. Walk-ins welcome, 
5:00-6:00 p.m. Free. The Chelsea 
Jewish Foundation, 240 Lynnfield St., 
Peabody.

MAY 12. LET THERE BE 
LIVE SHABBAT WITH NOAH 
ARONSON.  
Shabbat 
Service 
will feature 
Noah 
Aronson and 
his band. 
Noah will 
be joined by 
Rabbi Stern, 
Cantorial 
Soloist Susan Glickman and 
the combined TBA Choirs. Pre-
concert oneg 5:45 p.m. Service 
6:15-7:15 pm. Free. Temple Beth 
Avodah, 45 Puddingstone Lane, 
Newton.

STARTING MAY 14. SCHMOOZE 
& NEWS WITH MARTY! Every 2nd 
Sunday of the Month. Discussions 
about the biggest news stories of the 
month. Hosted by JCCNS Executive 
Director Marty Schneer. Free and 
open to all. Breakfast refreshments 
served. JCCNS; 4 Community Rd, 
Marblehead

MAY 14. NESHAMAH YOGA. Refresh 
and relax with Neshamah Yoga, gentle 
yoga for the soul for men and women. 
Led by Barbara Younger, certified 
yoga instructor. Bring a mat, beach 
towel or blanket. This program begins 
at 9 a.m. and is free and open to all. 
Free. Also May 21. RSVPs requested 
to office@tbabeverly.org. Temple 
B’nai Abraham, 200 E. Lothrop St., 
Beverly. Tbabeverly.org.

MAY 14. LAG B’OMER JAZZ AND 
BBQ PARTY.  

Join hundreds of Boston’s young 
adults for an outdoor evening of BBQ, 
bonfire and jazz. 7:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m. 
Registration closes May 11. $15 in 
advance, $20 at the door. Chai Center, 
105 St. Paul St., Brookline.

MAY 16 . INTRODUCTION TO 
JUDAISM The 25-week course is 
designed for individuals in interfaith 
relationships wishing to explore 
Judaism, as well as those who are 
considering conversion to Judaism. 
Participants will study Hebrew, 
Jewish history, holidays, life-cycle 
events, traditions, ceremonies, 
prayer and Jewish text. 7-9 p.m. 
For more information contact Phyllis 
Osher at 978-740-4404 or posher@
lappinfoundation.org. Temple Emanu-
El, 393 Atlantic Avenue, Marblehead.

MAY 17. JEWISH PLURALISM 
AND COMMUNAL UNITY. With 
Rabbi Daniel Lehmann, President 
of Hebrew College. Bring your 
lunch to the Genesis Forum. Coffee 
and tea available. 12:00 p.m.-
1:15 p.m. Free. Register online, by 
emailing adultlearning@cjp.org, or 
by calling Stacey Gainey at 617-457-
8694. Hebrew College, 160 Herrick 
Road, Newton Centre.

MAY 17. YACHAD NORTH SHORE 
CONNECTIONS. Join us each 
week for exciting activities in a 
fun, inclusive environment. Have 

an amazing time while 
hanging out with your 
friends and making new 
friends, while enjoying 
games, art projects, 
music, and much more! 
Ages 16 and over. 7:00 
p.m.-8:15 p.m. Free. 
JCCNS, 4 Community 
Road, Marblehead. 
JCCNS.org.

MAY 14. 17TH ANNUAL 
JCCNS TRIATHLON BY 
THE SEA 1/8th-mile swim in the 
JCCNS pool; 10-mile bike around 
Marblehead neck; 3.5-mile run 
through Marblehead and Swampscott. 
8 a.m. For more information or to 
register, please contact the Race 
Director, Andrew Dalton, at 781-
476-9904. 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

MAY 17. THE EXPANSIVE 
NATURE OF TORAH. Rabbi 
Greg Hersh of Temple Emmanuel 
of Wakefield invites anyone 
interested in learning more about 
the Torah, the Five Books of 
Moses to a series of Torah study. 
Join him for “The Expansive 
Nature of Torah – From Moses to 
Today.” 7:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m.. Free. 
Temple Emmanuel of Wakefield,  
       120 Chestnut St., Wakefield.

MAY 19. NIGUN CHAMBER 
ENSEMBLE PERFORMS Artistic 
Director and award-winning pianist 
Yelena Neplok will lead critically 
acclaimed Nigun Chamber Ensemble at 
the Spring Newton Festival of the Arts 
at the Newton Cultural Center at City 
Hall. 7:30 p.m. 1000 Commonwealth 
Ave., Newton. $25, $15 seniors and 
students. newtoncommunitypride.org/
festival.

MAY 19. YOUNG FAMILY SHABBAT 
Free Friday night Shabbat service, 
songs, dinner and dessert for young 
families. All are welcome. Sponsored by 
the JCCNS, Temple Sinai and the Lappin 
Foundation. 5:00-6:30 pm. Jewish 
Community Center of the North Shore, 
4 Community Road, Marblehead. 

SENIOR LUNCH AND LEARN. Seniors 
are invited to participate in a class 
or enjoy a guest speaker on the third 
Friday of each month and stay to 
socialize over lunch! 11:00 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. $10. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead. JCCNS.org.

CONNECTIONS A Widow, Widowers 
& Singles Group at Shirat Hayam. Open 
to the community. Membership not 
required. Dinner, entertainment and 
more. 4 p.m. $18 in advance, $25 at 
the door. RSVP 781-599-8005 or email 
csh@shirathayam.org. shirathayam.
org/connections-may-2017.

MAY 21. MACCABEATS 
CONCERT PERFORMANCE. 
The Maccabeats, the premier Jewish 
acappella group based in New York 
City, is coming to Marblehead in 
celebration of Rabbi David Meyer’s 
25th anniversary at Temple Emanu-
El. This unique group of singers 
entertains all backgrounds and ages 
through song. Included luncheon is 
before the Maccabeats performance. 
Registration closes May 13. 11:30 
am-2:00 pm. $36.00 adult, $18.00 
kids, 12 and under, $118.00 
immediate family cap. Temple Emanu-
El, 393 Atlantic Ave., Marblehead.

MAY 29. HENRYK ROSS 
PHOTOGRAPHS JArts presents 
the exhibition of Henryk Ross’ 
photographs, “Memory Unearthed: 
The Lodz Ghetto,” at the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston, through July. 
Watch for the Memorial Day concert, 
3 p.m. with world musicians. 
Museum admission is free the day of 
the concert.

MAY 23. ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH 
CLASS A class designed to prepare 
adults for a Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Class 
leaders Ellen Winokur and Rabbi 
Perlman. 7 p.m. Contact Ellen at 978-
777-3307 or RSVP 978-532-1293 or 
office@templenertamid.org 

FULL and 
PART-TIME 
POSITIONS

Contact 
Lois Kaplan at 

lois@jewishjournal.org 
or call 978-745-4111 x140

THE JEWISH JOURNAL 

is LOOKING 
for 

SALES REPS 



By Jules Becker 
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

Nazi occupation tested 
the moral integrity of 
East Europeans during 

the Holocaust, and so it went 
for the Channel Islands. Such 
moments of truth about saving 
Jews from the Germans or hand-
ing them over surely challenged 
islanders from 1943 to 1945 in 
the only part of the British Isles 
taken over by the Third Reich. 

Moral tests of this order 
join with strong family con-
cerns in English playwright 
Moira Buffini’s largely heaven-
ly 1997 melodrama “Gabriel,” 
now in an emotionally soaring 
New England premiere at the 
Stoneham Theatre.

Set in 1943 on Germany-
occupied Guernsey Island, 
“Gabriel” begins with young 
daughter Estelle Becquet creat-
ing a ‘‘square of power’’ with 
chalk by candlelight and praying 
that the enemy are killed. The 
Becquets live in a spare house 
– kudos to designer Matthew 
Lazure for a well-detailed two-
level set – since German soldiers 
took over their longstanding 
home. 

In the play’s back story, prag-
matic widowed mother Jeanne 
Becquet had been having an 
affair with a Nazi soldier, Major 
Von Pfunz, to help keep her fam-
ily out of trouble. That loom-
ing fear includes the possible 
registration and deportation of 
Jeanne’s Jewish daughter-in-law, 
Lily, married to her son who’s 
presumed dead in action.

Complicating the situation 
for everyone is Lily’s discovery 
of an injured man on the beach, 

naked and with no identifica-
tion. Is this seeming amnesiac 
a patriotic British pilot despite 
no parachute or uniform? Could 
he be a Nazi himself? Adding 
to the mystery is his fluency in 
German as well as English. 

Lily begins to fall in love 
with him. Jeanne is struck by 
his resemblance to her son 
Myles, who had served in the 
Royal Air Force. Estelle believes 
he is an angel and names him 
“Gabriel,” hence the play’s title. 
Housekeeper Mrs. Lake, who has 
been selling food and liquor on 
the black market, means to find 
out as much about Gabriel as 
she can. Von Pfunz is impressed 
by his ability to converse in 
German but remains uncertain 
about his identity. 

Once Lake’s fact-finding 
produces results, Buffini’s dis-
arming plotting convincingly 
brings together developments 
involving Gabriel’s fortunes as 
well as those of the family. Will 
Estelle’s prayers be answered, 
and what will happen to her 

angel? Will Lily be spared being 
sent to a concentration camp? 
Will Jeanne be able to keep her 
family together? 

“Gabriel” may depend upon 
some melodramatic moments 
in the later going, but Buffini’s 
insights about both the power 
of individual choices and family 
solidarity are ultimately quite 
compelling. 

Under artistic director Weylin 
Symes’ solid guidance, a strong 
cast makes the play’s lessons 
about love, caring, and human 
understanding fully absorb-
ing. Alexander Molina has all 
of Gabriel’s charismatic appeal. 
Marissa Simeqi is a true find 
as innocent but bravely cocky 
Estelle. Josephine Moshiri 
Elwood captures Lily’s big heart 
as she cares for Gabriel and 
her vulnerability in the face of 
Nazism. Thomas Derrah catches 
Von Pfunz’s curious moments of 
playfulness with Jeanne but also 
fully expresses his venomous 
commitment to the goals of the 

 

6 Community Road, Marblehead, MA 01945 | 617-457-8500
126 High Street, Boston, MA 02110 | 617-457-8500

At CJP, we make a bigger difference. With partners in 
every corner of our community, we combine expertise 
and resources to create positive, life-changing results 
for people in need, for our friends in Israel, and for the 
future of the Jewish community.

Visit cjp.org/events to register  
or for more information.

Get Involved with CJP: Upcoming Events

Dietary laws are observed at all CJP events.

The Rabbi Samuel Chiel (zt’’l) Genesis Forum  
Jewish Voices and Visions for Our Shared Future  
Wednesdays, 12:00 – 1:15 p.m. | New Location
Bring your lunch and join us for our popular Genesis 
Forum. Choose the session convenient for you — or join  
us for both.

Section 3: E Pluribus Unum: Jewish Particularism  
and American Pluralism  
Hebrew College | 160 Herrick Road, Newton Centre 
May 17, June 14

Celebrating Inclusion: Opening Doors to  
Jewish Community
Tuesday, May 23 | 6:30 p.m.
Temple Emanuel | 385 Ward Street, Newton
Join the Ruderman Synagogue Inclusion Project (RSIP) 
and CJP for an unforgettable evening dedicated to 
creating an inclusive Jewish community. We’ll celebrate 
progress from our current Partners and welcome our 
new RSIP Congregational Partners and Affiliates. Our 
keynote speaker, author Tom Fields-Meyer, will share his 
perspective on the power of inclusive synagogues to 
transform lives and strengthen and uplift the community. 
Advance registration is required for this popular event. 
For more information or special accommodations, please 
contact Jeannine at jeanninew@cjp.org or 617-457-8824.

Celebrate Israel Festival
Sunday, June 11 | 2:00–6:00 p.m.
The Arsenal Mall | 485 Arsenal Street, Watertown
Join CJP and the Israeli American Council, Boston,  
for a community-wide celebration of Israel’s 
independence. This fun, family-friendly event brings 
people together across ideological and denominational 
lines to celebrate Israeli arts, music, dance, and culture. 
Tickets cost $20 per family on or before June 8, or  
$25 per family or $10 per individual at the door.  
For tickets and more information, please contact  
boston@israeliamerican.org.

Save the Date!
Women’s Philanthropy’s Choose to Connect
July 18 on the North Shore
Stay tuned for details about this wonderful Women’s 
Philanthropy event on the North Shore.

THE HIT MUSICAL COMEDY From the Producers of
MY MOTHER’S ITALIAN MY FATHER’S 

JEWISH & I’M IN THERAPY!

NOW PLAYING THRU  JUNE 25

“Be Prepared
To Laugh Off

A Few
Pounds!”

 - BroadwayWorld.com

In the same energetic and fun spirit as Menopause The Musical®, 
WaistWatchers The Musical! takes a hilarious and light hearted look at 

four women dealing with food, friendship,  love, life and sex!

REGENT THEATRE  7 Medford Street, Arlington, MA
Box Office: (781) 646-4849 • Groups (12+): 1-888-264-1788

WaistWatchersTheMusical.com

SHOWTIMES: Wed. 2pm, Thu. 2 & 7pm, Fri. 8pm, Sat. 2 & 8pm, Sun. 2pm

The National Touring Production

“THeAudienceEats THe Show Up!”- Miami Herald
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A tale of Nazi rule on a British isle

 Marissa Simeqi in “Gabriel”
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ONGOING
ADULT MASTER SWIM TEAM Mondays, 5:30-7:00 
a.m.; Thursdays, 5:30-7:00 a.m.; Saturdays, 7:00-
8:00 a.m. JCCNS; 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

MONDAYS 

PJ LIBRARY MOVIN’ & GROOVIN’ WITH PHYLLIS 
EIDELMAN. Toddlers and their parents/caretakers 
are invited to enjoy stories, songs, creative 
movement, snacks and playtime on Monday 
mornings. Walk-ins are welcome! PJ Library Movin’ 
& Groovin’ with Phyllis Eidelman is a free program 
of the Lappin Foundation, in partnership with Cohen 
Hillel Academy. 10:15-11:00 am. Cohen Hillel 
Academy, 6 Community Road, Marblehead.

TUESDAYS
NEW PARENT SUPPORT GROUP. This group 
provides a safe and nurturing space for parents to 
explore what works best for them, their babies, 
and their families. Mothers and/or fathers with 
their babies (birth to age one) can give and receive 
support, ask questions, and begin building a 
community of support. Open to all faiths, races, 
and sexual orientation. Registration is NOT required 
and is free to attend. 10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Free. 
JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

PAPERBACK JUKEBOX (AT ABBOT LIBRARY) 
10:15–11:00 a.m. 
Join Temple Emanu-
el for a musical 
story hour designed 
especially for 
children 5 and under 
and their families. 
Abbot Public Library, 
235 Pleasant Street, 
Marblehead. 

THURSDAYS
SPEAK UP with Toastmasters. 1st and 3rd 
Thursday nights of every month. 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
at the JCCNS. Do you get nervous when you have 
to speak in public? Whether you’re called upon to 
give a business presentation, propose a wedding 

toast, or even be at your best in a job interview, 
the JCCNS Toastmasters Club can help you address 
any situation with confidence. Must be 18 or older. 
Contact Tom Cheatham at 781-476-9905; email 
tcheatham@jccns.com, jccns.toastmastersclubs.
org. JCCNS; 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

FRIDAYS 
PJ LIBRARY WEEKLY DROP-IN PLAYGROUP. 
Geared for ages 0-3 years, with adult. Join in a fun, 
weekly playtime. Enjoy stories, songs, activities 
and free play with other families. Wind down with 
a warm and interactive welcome to Shabbat. Visit 
our website for a complete schedule. For more 
information, contact earlyparenting@jccgb.org or 
617-558-6485. Every week on Friday, 9:30-11:00 
am. Leventhal-Sidman Center, 333 Nahanton St., 
Newton.

SATURDAYS 
TORAH STUDY. 9–10 a.m. Temple Emanu-El invites 
everybody to Lay-Led Torah Study. The first Shabbat 
of every month is led by Rabbi Meyer. Temple 
Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic Avenue, Marblehead, 781-
631-9300.
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North Shore, South Shore, Sharon Memorial Park and MetroWest.

Slotnick Monuments
232 Fuller Street, Everett, MA 02149
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Full service drafting and sandblasting shop

Slotnick’s MetroWest Monuments
5 Edgell Road, Suite 1
Framingham Centre, MA 01701
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Corporate office / Sales office / Indoor display

SC
Memorial Group

Est. 1910

Drive carefully…
               We can wait.

www.scsmg.net

www.maplehi l lcemetery.com
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Leonard (Lenny) Hertz, life of 
the party, lover of family, friends, 
food and fun died peacefully on 
April 29, 2017 after a brief illness.

Known for his excellent sense 
of direction and even better 
fashion sense, Lenny lived life 
with gusto. He was passionate 
about cheering on his beloved 
Cardinals, Red Sox and New 
England Patriots. An avid golfer, 
Lenny never missed an oppor-
tunity to share his extensive 
knowledge of the game (and 
how you could improve yours). 

A true Renaissance man, 
Lenny also loved the arts. He 
was a wonderful dancer and had 
a beautiful singing voice, which 
he would loudly share with 
the world whenever the mood 
struck. He had a green thumb 
for gardening and was a master 
behind the grill, Lenny always 

appreciated a good meal.
Born and raised in Norwich, 

Conn., Lenny was a graduate of 
the Norwich Free Academy and 
the University of Hartford. He 
served as a corporal in the US 
Army during the Korean War and 
was an active Army Reservist 
until receiving his honorable 
discharge in 1960. He was an 
active member of many orga-
nizations including Temple 
Israel Brotherhood, Jewish War 
Veterans and the Palm Green’s 
Men’s Club and Social Club.

Lenny was a legend in the 
floor covering industry in which 
he worked for over 60 years, con-
tinuing until just six months ago. 
This was as much an occupation 
as it was an opportunity to build 
long lasting friendships. In 1968 
he moved his family from East 
Hartford, Conn., to Marblehead, 
where he resided until 2000 
before finally making Delray 
Beach, Fla., his home.

A devoted husband, father 
and grandfather, his happiest 
times were when he was sur-
rounded by family. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 60 years, 
Phyllis; sons Gary, Edward, and 
Alan; daughters-in-law, Lynda 
and Amy; and his pride and 
joy, seven grandchildren, Jacob, 
Zachary, Davi, Ben, Abigail, Jack 
and Katherine.

Funeral services were held on 
May 4 at Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel. Burial fol-
lowed at Shirat Hayam Cemetery.

Leonard (Lenny) Hertz of Marblehead  
and Delray Beach, Fla.

NOTICES
BUCKNER-KITAEFF, Henrietta 
(Berger), 92 – late of Peabody. 
Died on April 18, 2017. Wife 
of the late Lee Kitaeff and the 
late Nathan Buckner. Mother 
of Jeffrey and his wife Rhonda 
Kitaeff, and Gary and his wife 
Theresa Kitaeff. Grandmother 
of Sara, Andrew and his wife 
Cara, Mark and Nicholas. Great-
grandmother of Theo. Sister of 
Stanley Berger. (Goldman)

GLADSTONE, Lorraine 
(Cowan), 91 – late of Salem, 
formerly of Marblehead and 
Haverhill. Died on April 20, 
2017. Wife of Irving Gladstone. 
Mother of Gail I. Gladstone 
and Robert Gladstone and his 
wife Gail G. Gladstone. Sister 
of the late Raymond Cowan and 
Norman Cowan. Grandmother 
of Brett Gladstone and his wife 
Danielle, and Sara Sherman and 
her husband Stephen. Great-
grandmother of Ave. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

PENN, Roslyn (Terban), 84 – 
late of Lynn, formerly of Chelsea. 
Died on April 24, 2017. Wife of 
the late Arnold Gerald Penn. 
Daughter of the late Edward and 
Sarah (Gilletts) Terban. Mother 
of Cindy Leong and her husband 
John of Lynn. Sister of Loraine 
Freedman and Marvin Terban. 
Grandmother of Jessica, Aaron 
and Jade. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

Honor your friend  
or loved one  

with a donation to  
the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of Jewish life  

in our communities.

LEGACY

Stephen M. Lemack, 64, late 
of Chula Vista, Calif., formerly of 
Peabody, passed away on May 
2, 2017.

Stephen was the son of Edith 
and Hyman Lemack and the 
brother of Edward and Sharon 
Lemack, Arlene and Barry 
Warshafsky, David Lemack and 

Michael Lemack. He was the 
father of Rachael and Richard 
Lundrgen, Miranda and Matt 
Ryan, and Courtney and Arthur 
Cameron and the proud grand-
father of his 13 grandchildren.

Stephen was a graduate of 
Peabody Veterans Memorial 
High, Class of 1970, and a 

University of Massachusetts 
graduate.

In lieu of flowers, please 
send donations to The ALS 
Association MA Chapter, 315 
Norwood Park South, 1st floor, 
Norwood, Ma 02062; please 
note “In Memory of Stephen 
Lemack”.

Stephen M. Lemack, 64, late of Chula Vista, Calif., formerly of Peabody

Herbert Wineberg of Revere 
passed away on May 2, 2017. 

Herbert was the beloved hus-
band of the late Elsie (Cohen) 
Wineberg. He was the devoted 
father of Madalyn Purdy and her 
husband Douglas of Sandwich, 
Barry Wineberg and his wife 
Renée of Revere, and Larry 
Wineberg and his wife Janet 
of Revere. He was the loving 
son of the late Abraham and 
Katie Weinberg. Herbert was the 
dear brother of the late Arthur 
Weinberg, Irving Weinberg and 
Sarah Weinberg. He was the 
cherished grandfather of Justin, 
Sean, Chris, Amanda and her 
husband James, Cori, Shaina, 
and Andy and his wife Emily. 

He was the great-grandfather of 
Damyen, Willow, Ava and Tobin. 

Herbert was a proud US 
Army World War II veteran. 

Services will be held at 
the Torf Funeral Service, 151 
Washington Ave., Cary Sq., 
Chelsea, on Sunday, May 7 at 
11 a.m. Interment will follow at 
Beth Israel Cemetery, Everett. 
In lieu of flowers, donations 
in Herbert’s memory may be 
made to VA Boston Healthcare 
System-Brockton Campus, 
Voluntary Service, 940 Belmont 
Street, Brockton, MA 02301; 
Attn: VA Adult Day Healthcare 
Program-Chelsea. Visit www.
torffuneralservice.com for a 
guestbook and directions.

Herbert Wineberg of Revere

OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief obituaries for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 250 words, “In Memoriam,” cost $100; longer submis-
sions will be charged accordingly. Photographs cost $25 each. Due 
to space limitations, obituaries may be edited. Submissions are sub-
ject to editing for style. Obituaries can be mailed, faxed, emailed or 
hand-delivered to our office. Emailed photos should be sent as jpeg 
or tiff files. For further information, contact your local funeral home; 
call Andrew at the Jewish Journal at 978-745-4111 x174; or email 
andrew@jewishjournal.org.



use existing American laws 
to essentially re-impose eco-
nomic sanctions in a way that 
would put the brakes on Iran’s 
efforts to reconnect to the glob-
al economy. Moreover, though 
the Europeans and the Russians 
may not agree, Washington 
could force the rest of the world 
to follow its lead by making it 

clear that those who do busi-
ness with terrorists won’t be 
able to also conduct commerce 
with American companies or 
use US banks.

Support for such a policy 
should be bipartisan and ought 
to be strengthened by growing 
knowledge of Obama’s disinter-
est in enforcement of the nucle-

ar agreement. Politico’s exposé 
about the prior administration’s 
decision to abandon the curb-
ing of illegal Iranian efforts to 
procure military and nuclear 
material makes clear not only 
the mendacity of Obama’s effort 
to sell the deal, but the need to 
re-open the issue of sanctions.

Re-opening this issue is the 
only course of action the US can 
take to curb the growing power 
of Iran, and to have any hope of 
creating stability in the Middle 
East or defeating Islamist terror. 
Rather than dismissing this as 
mere Trumpian bluster, those 
who purport to care about Israel 
or peace should be applauding 
the effort to revisit the Iran deal.

Jonathan S. Tobin is opinion 
editor of JNS.org and a con-
tributing writer for National 
Review. Follow him on Twitter 
at: @jonathans_tobin.

Third Reich. Georgia Lyman is a 
standout as tenacious matriarch 
Jeanne, pragmatic yet unflinch-
ingly intrepid in her defense of 
family.

“Gabriel,” Stoneham Theatre, 
through May 14. 781-279-2200, 
stonehamtheatre.com.

*  *  *

Jewish talent was honored 
at the 21st annual Independent 
Reviewers of New England 
Awards, held at the Holiday Inn 
Boston-Brookline. 

Choreographer Ilyse Robbins, 
music director Matthew Stern, 
and set designer Eric Levenson 
were cited for SpeakEasy Stage’s 
brilliant Hub premiere of 
“Scottsboro Boys,” the last work 
of legendary Jewish collabora-
tors John Kander (composer) 
and the late Fred Ebb (lyricist).

Playwright Israel Horovitz 
was honored for best new play-
small stage for his drama, ‘‘Man 
in Snow,” performed by the 
Gloucester Stage Company. 

Shoshana Bean won musical 
best actress-large stage IRNE for 
her portrayal of Fanny Brice in 
the North Shore Music Theatre 
revival of “Funny Girl.” 

Abby Goldfarb took musical 
supporting actress-small stage 
honors for playing Tzeitel in the 
New Repertory Theatre revival 
of “Fiddler on the Roof.” 

Megan Sandberg-Zakian won 
the director-midsize stage prize 
for her work on the IRNE award-
winning Underground Railway 
production of “The Convert.” 

Charles Peltz was named best 
music director-large stage for 
his work on the IRNE award-
winning Fiddlehead Theatre 
revival of the Jerome Kern clas-
sic, “Show Boat.”
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Custom Draperies, 

Blinds, Shades & More!
Free Estimates & Installation

93 Main Street, Peabody
baystatewindowfashions.com

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC

To advertise, contact: Lois: lois@jewishjournal.org or call 978-745-4111

You don’t need another  
hundred mouths to feed.
A1 will get rid of carpenters ants for good!

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com
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KITCHEN & BATH  
SHOWROOM

Wholesale & Retail  
Plumbing & Heating Supplies

55 Alley Street, Lynn
781-592-0583

www.bourneufshowroom.com

Open: Tues-Fri 9am-4pm
Sat 9am-12pm

Open: Tues-Fri 9am–4pm
Sat. 9am–12pm; Mon. by Appt. Only

A tale of Nazi rule
from page 17

Will Lyman and Sandra Shipley in playwright Israel Horovitz’s ‘‘Man in 
Snow,” performed by the Gloucester Stage Company.

Debate about Iran isn’t over
from page 7

Jewish Mother of the Year Award
Goes to Pearl Plotzkind, who jumped from the 
Women’s Balcony onto her son to shield him with 
her own body from being pelted with gumdrops 
on his bar mitzvah.

Our BAR/BAT MITZVAH issue  
publishes on May 18. 

The ad deadline is May 11,  
so reserve your ad space now! 

Call Lois at 978-745-4111 x140  
or email lois@jewishjournal.org.



В субботу, 22 апреля в 
ресторане Мираж собрались 
члены Массачусетской 
Северобережной Ас- 
социации русскоязычных 
евреев “Хавейрим” на 
праздничную встречу, пос-
вященную 15-летнему 
юбилею Ассоциации. С 
поздравительным адресом 
обратился к собравшимся 
президент Ассоциации 
Виталий Смилянский. В 
своем выступлении он 
отметил, что в 2002 году 
Ассоциация насчитывала 
всего 30 человек. Виталий с 
гордостью подчеркнул, что в 
апреле этого года был выдан 
регистрационный билет с 
порядковым номером 740.

Далее Смилянский рассказал 
о целях и задачах Ассоциации,  
которая на сегодняшний 
день остается крупнейшей   
зарегистрированной рус-
скоязычной еврейской ор- 
ганизацией в США. Среди 
них: защита интересов и 
оказание помощи беженцам 
и иммигрантам из бывшего 
СССР; активное участие в 
борьбе против антисемитизма 
и расизма, поддержка 
Израиля; сотрудничество с  
общественными организациями 
США и Израиля; проведение 
культурных мероприятий; 
поддержка хора “Фаргенигн”,  

газеты “The Jewish Journal”, и 
др.  

За 15 лет проведено более 75 
экскурсий, более 30 концертов 
и лекций, 23 шахматных 
матча с командой Бостона, 
поездок в Парламент штата 
в Дни Еврейской общины, 
Иммигрантов, Холокоста, и др.      

Смилянский отметил, что за 
эти годы “проводились встречи 
с выборными лицами (Томас 
МакГи, Стив Волш и др.) и 

известными политическими 
деятелями, писателями и 
журналистами: Елена Боннэр, 
Натан Щаранский, Иосиф 
Бегун, Михаил  Членов, Семён 
Резник, Лидия Крейдлина, 
Леонид Комаровский, Вла-
димир Альбрехт, Павел 
Грушко; представителями 
консулатов России, Украины 
и др. Отмечались День 
Победы, Новый год, еврейские 
праздники. 

Всего проведено более 
190 мероприятий, регулярно 
проводятся заседания Совета 
Директоров. 

Денежные средства Ассо-
циации формировались в 
основном за счёт ежегодных 
сборов членских взносов, а 
также проведенных экскурсий 
и концертов. 

За прошедшие годы 
мы перевели в Израиль 
(Армии Обороны, трём 

Елена Липатова, 
преподаватель и 

репетитор.
Большой опыт по 

подготовке к тестам.

•SAT/PSAT/SSAT/ACT
  (math & verbal)
•Algebra I, Algebra II, 
 Geometry, Precalculus
•College Application Essay

Готовлю к SAT

mhdtutoring.com
978-744-0408

Занятия в Марблхеде
Возможен выезд на дом

   Stay Well           Будьте Здоровы!

Лечебно-оздоровитеЛьный центр 
в СэЛеме

• Комфортабельный транспорт до центра и обратно
• Медицинское обслуживание 
• 2-х разовое питание

• Русское телевидение 
• Экскурсии и поездки, концерты, танцы, хор
• Классы английского языка 

• Занятия по подготовке к экзамену на гражданство
• Библиотека и фильмотека
• Прогулки в парке, поездки в магазины

• Шашки, шахматы, бильярд, лото
• Кружки по интересам и др.
• Энергичный, жизнерадостный персонал

Сервисы покрываются страховкой Medicaid (MassHealth). 

Мы оформим все необходимые документы сами.
Приходите к нам и Ваша жизнь станет интереснее!

Звоните нам по тел. 978-825-0202
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Русская Хроника ~ Russian Chronicle
рекламно-информационный выпуск, том 41, номер 21

Редактор выпуска
Юлия Жорова
978-745-4111 доб. 172
yulia@jewishjournal.org

Jewish Journal/Boston North
27 Congress St., 

Suite 501, Salem, 
MA 01970

Славный Юбилей Хавейрим

13 – счастливое число для Оздоровительного Центра Stay Well!
Исполнилось 13 лет старейшему на Северном Берегу Культурно-

Оздоровительному Центру Stay Well. 
В этот день в Центре собрались клиенты, гости, сотрудники, 

чтобы по еврейской традиции отметить “Бар Митцву” Центра. 
Силами сотрудников, клиентов и администрации Центра был 

организован замечательный концерт, звучали стихи, песни на 
русском, украинском, беларусском, армянском языках и иврите, 
разыгрывались шутливые сценки, были танцы. Каждое выступление 
стало прекрасным свидетельством того, что благодаря существованию 
Центра Stay Well, жизнь пожилых людпй на Северном Берегу стала 
более интересной, энергичной и радостной. Звучали поздравления и 
слова благодарности в адрес сотрудников за профессиональный уход 
и сердечное внимание, заботу и доброту.

Руководитель центра "Stay Well" Захар Айзенберг и директор 
программы Людмила Свечкова выразили большую благодарность 
посетителям Центра, принимавшим активное участие в организации 
праздника: Марину Наволодскую за энтузиазм в организации 
праздничного концерта; 

Актив центра: Аллу Познанскую, Татьяну Черток, Зинаиду 
Ясногорскую, Наталью Глячкову за организацию торжественных 
поздравлений сотрудников.

Участников концерта: Дору Розенбаум, Владимира Кирсанова, 
Людмилу Корень, Зорю Махненко, Сергея Хайкина, Раису Сиделеву, 
Фаню Зархи, Людмилу Карпову, Басю Темину, Полину Дрейзель и 
Семена Пельцмахера;

Солистку и руководителя хора "Stay Well" Розу Габриэль, а также 
всех участников хора и аккомпаниатора Елену Драбкин.

Людмилу Каневскую за организационную помощь;
Отдельное спасибо за помощь в проектировании помещения 

центра Георгию Глинке. А также сотрудникам, участникам концерта: 
Алле Сорочкиной, Геннадию Подлесному, Елене Пекарской, 
Анастасии Лапиной, Наталье Прок, Игорю Закаладу, Дмитрию 
Хомчику, Хасмик Степанян, Любови Завьяловой.

госпиталям, отдельным 
лицам, пострадавшим от войн 
и террора,  детям Сдерота) 
почти 30 тыс. долларов. 
Принимали активное участие 
в восстановлении леса после 
пожара на горе Кармель  в 
районе г.  Хайфа –  оплачено и 
роздано  270 сертификатов на 
посадку деревьев.” 

В заключение Виталий 
Смилянский поблагодарил и 
поименно назвал всех активистов 
Ассоциации, включая 
заместителя Петра Столермана, 
секретаря Светланy Тылис,  Идy 
Смилянскую, Игоря Старикова, 
Якова Глаубермана и многих 
других. 

(к сожалению, ограниченное 
пространство газетной 
страницы не дает воз-
можность полностью вос-
произвести отчет Виталия 
Смилянского)



rothenbergdmd.com

ARE DENTAL IMPLANTS  
TOO EXPENSIVE? 
WE THINK SO…!

NOT $3,999  NOT $2,999  ONLY $1,995 
Includes: Implant - Abutment - Crown

Thanks to Dr. Rothenberg,  
this 86-year-old patient now has  

a 40-something smile.

Are you a candidate for dental implants? 
Call us for a free consultation 

781.639.2585

On April 26, more than 300 people gathered at the Royal Sonesta Hotel  
to hear author Jonathan Safran Foer discuss his book Here I Am.  

This event was the culmination of Read On, a community-wide book read.  

We also launched CJP’s new Learn On campaign, which is inspiring people  
of all ages to participate in Jewish life and learning.

R E A D  O N . 
ONE CITY.  ONE BOOK.

A MILLION CONVERSATIONS.

For more information, visit cjp.org/learnon, or contact  
CJP’s Jewish Learning and Engagement team at learnon@cjp.org.

elaine monaco, IDS, WCAAelaine monaco, IDS, WCAA

Call Elaine today!

Receive concierge 
service with your

own designer.
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JEWISH TEEN 
VOLUNTEER CORPS 

The Lappin Foundation’s 
Jewish Teen Volunteer Corps 
recently met at Beverly 
Bootstraps Thrift Shop. The 
teens worked together to orga-
nize and tag clothing at the 
shop. 

This was the volunteer 
group’s third event. To date, 
29 teens from throughout the 
North Shore have participated 
in Volunteer Corps programs.

For more information about 
volunteering, call 978-740-
4410 or email Teenvolunteers@
Lappinfoundation.org.

MEET THE AUTHOR AT HILLEL

Richard Michelson’s many books for chil-
dren, teens and adults have been listed among 
the Ten Best Books of the Year by The New 
York Times, Publishers Weekly, and The New 
Yorker. Michelson’s two most recent books, 
“Fascinating: The Life of Leonard Nimoy” and 
“The Language of Angels: A Story About the 
Reinvention of Hebrew,” each received a Junior 
Library Guild Gold Medal and were PJ Library 
selections. He is the founder and owner of R. 
Michelson Galleries in Northampton where he 

recently served as the city’s Poet Laureate. Michelson will be featured at 
Cohen Hillel Academy’s celebratory Friends of the Hillel Library brunch 
on Sunday, May 7 at 10:30 a.m., that honors Carole and Jack Skowronski. 
For additional information contact Diane Knopf at diane@cohenhillel.org 
or 781.639.2880.

Journalists needed for 
The Jewish Journal. 

Email Steven Rosenberg at

rosenberg@jewishjournal.org

The Jewish Journal is 
happy to print news of 
your simchas at no charge. 
Text may be edited for 
style or length. Photos will 
be used if space permits. 
Send your information to 
editor@jewishjournal.org, 
subject: people.



IT’S REALLY TERRIFIC.
Dear Jewish Journal Friends,

IT REALLY IS GREAT WHAT YOU DO.
It is your support that has kept us going for over 40 years now, and for that friendship, that devotion, we say  
“Thank You.”

YOUR SUPPORT ALLOWS US TO PUBLISH STRONG JOURNALISM.
It seems that everything in the world is changing as the Internet realigns so many of our routines and our systems. 
While the innovation economy is exciting and positive, the pace of change can make it hard to maintain one’s footing. 
Having the consistent support of friends is essential.

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES THIS POSSIBLE.
As a charitable 501(c)(3) organization, our lifeblood is generous contributors like you. Although we receive ongoing 
support through community organizations and advertisers, for which we are deeply appreciative, our readers are our 
strongest partners. 

We are grateful beyond measure for your generosity over these last decades. You deserve a resource – still free  
of charge – that helps you live your lives as Jews, connected, engaged and informed about your local and global 
Jewish community. Your generous donation will ensure you continue to have that.

We hope that you continue to be in a position to help us out with a donation. You can mail your donation to the 
Jewish Journal at 27 Congress Street, Suite 501, Salem, MA 01970, or you may donate online at jewishjournal.org  
or by phone at 978-745-4111 x121.

And again, many thanks.

The Jewish Journal MA is a nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and organizations.

AND WE’D LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING FRIENDS  
FOR DONATING TO THE JEWISH JOURNAL DURING THE MONTH OF APRIL, 2017

Jeanette & Allan Ablow
Audrey & Don Adelman
Sandra L. Basch
Robert & Roberta Bayne
Arthur Bennett
Dan & Helaine Berg
Bob & Lynne Berk
Norman Berkowitz
Leo Berman
Andrea Berman & Mark Karas
Arlene Bloom
Ms Lillian Bockser 

in memory of my son Gary
David & Arlene Borans
Barbara Bornstein
Gordon & Sylvia Bowman
Ellie Bromberg
Dr. Sheldon & Fran Brown
Michael Chandler & Jaquelyn Chandler
Diane Glickman Cohen & Alan Cohen
Mitchell Comins
Charlotte Dantowitz
Michael & Karen Davis
Dexter Family
Paula Dollin
Michael & Wendy Dubinsky
Harold P. Edelstein, DC
Carl & Barbara Eisenberg
Burton D. Figler
Vita Freedman
Richard S. Freeman
Burt & Ina Friedman
Toby & Ben Gary
Janice Gershlak 

in memory of Harvey Gershlak
Gail & Jerry Gerson
S. Gilgulin

Roberta Giller
Beverly A. Glovsky
Saul Goldberg
Sylvia Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Harold W. Goldstein
Francine Goldstein 

in memory of Marvin Goldstein
Elaine Goodman
Malka Grungold
Myrna Harris
Dr. Phillip I. Hershberg
Gigi Hooker
Gene & Harriet Hower
Mark R. Jaffe/Friend Lumber Co.
Meryl & Edward Kaplan
David & Sheila Katz
M. John Kawadler
Art & Mary Kellerman
Alex Kemp
Paul Kepnes
Barry & Lynn Kepnes
Harold & Eileen Kepnes
Nelson & Libby Kessler
Miriam A. Kirstein
Freda Kravetz
Ruth Kreisman
Kalah Kresnow 

in memory of Allen Kresnow
Igor & Genya Krigman
Dr. & Mrs. Jacob S. Kriteman
Jack & Barbara Kupelnick
Betty Landy
Sandy & Ron Lappin
Elaine Larkin
Mel & Elaine Leeds
Alice & Charles Leidner
Esther Levi

Vladimir Levin & Tatyana Berestetskaya
Helen L. Levine
Richard Levinson
Harriet & Harold Levy
Binnie Lewis 

in memory of Harvey Lewis
Joan C. Lewis
Gerald H. Litcofsky
Alexander & Anna Litvak
Galina Lonshteyn
Ruth Lunder
Stuart L. Mandell
Sarah Manganaro
Jason Mazur
Gale Ann & Stuart Merle
Bernice & Al Mitchell
Leonore A. Monsein
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Motzkin 

in memory of Michael Motzkin
Martin Nellhaus
Mr. & Mrs. Newman
Mrs. Gladys M. Newman
Ellie Noah 

in memory of my husband  
Harold Noah

Arlene Nyman
Marjorie & Randy Patkin
Phyllis Patkin
Drs. Barry & Lisa Paul
Eleanor & John Pearlman
David & Diane Podradchik
Bill & Donna Poires
Debbie Mendelson Ponn
Phyllis Potash
Florence Pressman

in memory of Sam, Mary &  
Larry Pressman

Joan & Murry Rich
Steven & Susan Ring
Ronald Robinson
Barbara & Jerry Rodman
Jerry E. Rosen
Alan Rosenfield
Irwin & Jane Rosenston
Nancy Rubin
Linda L. Ruggiero
Mr. & Mrs. William Salloway 

in blessed memory of  
Deborah Couris & Mary Casto

Alan M. Salus
Claire & Larry Sandler
Ed Schollberg
Eileen & Neal Selznick
Alice Shactman
Wendy S. Shaffer
Lorraine Sheer
Carol Shore
Maksim Shteynberg
Ms. Ruth Ann Silverman
Sandy & Stan Simon
Arlene & Jack Stahl
Susie & Mike Steinberg
Michele Tamaren 

in memory of  
Dr. Reuben Hoppenstein

Phyllis D. Tanen
Arlene Titelbaum
Widow & Widowers Activity Group
Alan & Andrea Titelbaum
Carl Toltz
Gail Tregor
Dorothy  Wallman
Beth Yanofsky 

in memory of Bertha &  
Philip Yanofsky

And thank you to all our anonymous donors
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 Steven A. Rosenberg Bob Rose
 Publisher/Editor President, Board of Overseers
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M  enschions & Mimosas

On Sunday, April 23, 160 people attended the Jewish Journal’s “Menschions & Mimosas” 
brunch at the Jewish Community Center of the North Shore. The event raised $32,000 
for the Journal, a nonprofit newspaper. Bradley Sontz, vice president of the Journal’s 

Board of Overseers, served as the morning’s emcee. At the brunch, people feasted on lox, 
cream cheese, kugel, egg salad, provided by Becky’s Gourmet, and sipped mimosas, courtesy 
of Kappy’s. “The event was more successful than imagined,” said Matthew Swartz, who orga-
nized the event and is a member of the Journal’s Board of Overseers, “We felt that there was a 
strong sense of community there and that people are really committed to seeing the Journal 
grow and prosper.”  

Howard and Sharon Rich

Shari, Alyssa and Robert Cashman

Honorable Menschions: (standing) Dr. Eli Davidyan, Steve Fine,  
Barry Silverman, Alan Pierce, Marc Freedman and Beverly Clark;  

(sitting) Korey Cohan, Robert Cashman, Jill Levine and Rachel Ellis.

Bradley J. Sontz, right, 
emceed the event.

Marty Schneer and Bob Blayer

Rabbi Alison Adler of  
Temple B’nai Abraham in Beverly

160 people gathered at the JCCNS for the Journal event.
Korey Cohen and Jesse Swartz

Diana Kornitsky, Allison and Matthew Swartz

Elizabeth Heller and  
Neil Donnenfeld

Martha and Robert M. Rose

Prime Motor Group President 
David Rosenberg led the auction.

Donna Lozow Pierce and Johanna Matloff 
greeted guests.

Jack Sontz and Jeremy Sorkin,  
the next generation of Journal readers.

Members of ‘The Joy of Sax’ band  
provided the entertainment.

Photos by  
Stuart Garfield
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