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By Rachel Jacobson 
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

I am the youngest member 
of the Elbaz clan, a family of 12 
brothers and sisters. 

I was 13 when the Six-Day 
War broke out in Israel in 1967. 
I was attending a boarding 
school called Mossad Aliya, 
which is located next to Petach 
Tikvah, east of Tel Aviv. 

For a month prior to the 
war, teachers and counselors 
trained us about running back 

and forth to shelters. We spent a 
night in the shelter, sleeping on 
mattresses and giggling before 
we were able to fall asleep. We 
felt as if it was a fun game that 
we played.  

The counselors told us in a 
matter-of-fact way that Israel 
might go to war with our Arab 
neighbors. We still were not 
concerned, but then the war 
started. The mood changed and 
we could tell by the adults’ faces 
that things were serious.

I can still visualize the 

shelters being prepared and 
cleaned, and food and jars of 
water being stored. The week 
before the war, classes were 
canceled. We were assigned to 
help  with the farm animals, 
kitchen, and laundry. 

We heard the first siren on 
the morning of June 5, 1967. We 
all ran to the shelters, and once 
we entered, we were scared and 
confused. This time, there was 
no giggling. Inside the shelter, 
it was dark and quiet. We could 

A child’s tale of fear and  
hope during the Six-Day War

Rachel Jacobson (center), just days before the Six-Day War began, in Israel. 

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

Lowell Gray, an Internet pioneer who started Shore.Net 
in his Swampscott garage and later sold it for $43 million, 
died on Memorial Day after a brief illness. He was 57 and 
spent the last few years of his life as a farmer in Vermont. 

Gray, a native of New Rochelle, NY, was an active mem-
ber of the North Shore Jewish community, and served as 
president of Temple Emanu-El in Marblehead. He was also 
committed to Jewish philanthropy, and donated to Cohen 
Hillel Academy and area synagogues. 

“It is a very shocking and profoundly painful loss for the 
community,” said Rabbi David Meyer of Temple Emanu-El, 
who first met Gray 25 years ago when the Harvard-educated 
entrepreneur joined his synagogue. Gray’s funeral will be 
held on Friday, June 2 at 10 a.m. at Temple Emanu-El.

“He was just a brilliant young man who was full of won-
der and the joy of possibilities,” said Meyer, who noted that 

Lowell Gray, 1960-2017

Internet pioneer and philanthropist brought the Web to the North Shore 
Gray helped his temple procure its domain name and 
assisted in setting up its website. “He had a wonderful, 
playful spirit. He cared very deeply about his children, 
and likewise about the congregation. While he surround-
ed himself in the world of high-tech, he also derived 
pleasure from the simplicity of life and in his last years 
he moved up to a farm in Vermont and experienced the 
joy of the land.”

Gray, who traveled through the Far East and Europe 
after graduating from Harvard in 1982, worked in high-
tech for Cap Gemini and Price Waterhouse, before 
starting his own software company, Eco Software. By 
the early 1990s, he had moved to the North Shore 
and started Shore.Net, one of the area’s earliest public 
Internet service providers that he later sold to Primus 
Telecommunications.

In a recent report to his college classmates, he 
described the early days of the business. He wrote, “I 

continued on page 4 continued on page 8
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By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

SWAMPSCOTT —  For the first time in decades, a new mikvah 
is being constructed on the North Shore.   

Earlier this week, workers poured the foundation for the 
immersion bath that will be built on the first floor of a house on 
Phillips Street, behind Chabad Lubavitch of the North Shore.

“The mikvah will be a transformative catalyst for renewal and 
spirituality on the North Shore,” said Chabad’s Rabbi Yossi Lipsker, 
who is overseeing the mikvah project, and expects it to open just 
before Rosh Hashanah. “Judaism uses water to denote change and 
transformation, and a mikvah has the power to transform not only 
the individuals who use it, but the entire community. We invite 
people to be a part of this exciting new sacred space that will bring 
renewed spiritual energy to our Jewish community.”

Chabad breaks ground on 
new mikvah in Swampscott

Photo by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff 
Rabbi Yossi Lipsker reviews construction plans for the North Shore’s 
newest mikvah, slated to open in Swampscott before Rosh Hashanah.
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On a recent afternoon, 
Barry Berman moved 
with ease through the 

lobby of the Leonard Florence 
Center for Living on Admiral’s 
Hill in Chelsea. He waved to 
residents, family members, and 
staff at the skilled nursing resi-
dence and then took a seat in a 
back office. 

For a guy who runs a $70 mil-
lion a year nonprofit, Berman 
keeps a low profile and listens 
much more than he talks. 

“The secret to my success 
is everything I do is based on 
common sense – like common 
dignity, common courtesy,” said 
Berman, who is the chief execu-
tive officer of the Chelsea Jewish 
Foundation. “I treat people with 
dignity and respect and my word 
is my bond, and everything else 
falls into place. It’s really very 
simple.”

Berman, who is 63, grew up 
in Haverhill and expected to 
become an accountant when he 
went off to Bentley College. He 
altered his plans a few weeks 
into his freshmen year when 
he happened to come across 
a group of severely disabled 
people at the old Fernald State 
School in Waltham.

“I looked up and saw this 
disabled population and I said, 
‘This is what I need to do with 
my life.’”  

He went on to graduate 
school at Assumption College 
in Worcester, and met his wife, 
Cindy, a nurse. When he was 
23, he was working at a rehab 

center in Worcester when a 
rabbi walked in and asked if 
he’d be interested in running the 
Chelsea Jewish Nursing Home. 
During a phone interview, 
Berman helped seal the deal 
when he asked if he could get a 
good corned beef sandwich in 
Chelsea. 

“And they took me to a deli for 
an interview,” Berman recalled. 
“I didn’t want the interview to 
end! They kept [stuffing] me 

with food.”  
In 1977, he took over the top 

leadership post at the Chelsea 
Jewish Nursing Home. At the 
time, there were 60 beds in the 
building and 40 employees. 

“The staff called me the bar 
mitzvah boy. I looked 18. They 
couldn’t believe I was going to 
be the CEO,” he said. 

A couple of years later, he 
met Leonard Florence, the 
late Chelsea philanthropist 

who spent much of his gold-
en years helping to expand the 
Chelsea Jewish Foundation. In 
the early 1980s, a new Jewish 
nursing home was built on the 
site and expanded to 123 beds. 
In 2001, the nonprofit built 
Cohen Florence Levine Estates 
in Chelsea – the nation’s first 
mixed-income assisted living 
facility – with 69 apartments on 
Admiral’s Hill. In 2002, the foun-
dation added another 36 beds for 

assisted living in Chelsea when it 
opened the Florence & Chafetz 
Home for Specialized Care; 
the 100-bed Leonard Florence 
Center for Living opened in 
Chelsea in 2010. Then in 2014, 
the foundation took over the for-
mer Aviv campus in Peabody.

Berman, who calls himself a 
“bagels and lox” Jew, said he is 
surprised how much the non-
profit has grown, and credits 
Jewish values and God for the 
organization’s growth and qual-
ity of service.

“We started with nothing. 
God steered us in the right direc-
tion,” he said. 

His management style is old 
school. His 1,200 employees 
don’t have to leave the build-
ing for lunch because he offers 
everyone a free meal. Workers 
also receive up to $100 a week 
of free groceries, and after five 
years, employees and their fami-
lies are treated to a paid vacation 
at Disney World. Each employee, 
he figures, stays an average of at 
least 10 years. 

It was lunchtime, and 
although Berman already had 
eaten, he wanted to show off 
the Center for Living’s kosher 
deli, where all meals are free to 
residents. Inside, he pointed out 
the display case, where slabs of 
corned beef and pastrami were 
nestled together. 

“I knew we had to have a 
deli,” said Berman, flashing a 
kind smile. “We love the deli. 
Why not?”

– Steven A. Rosenberg

Kindness, and corned beef 

Photo by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff 
Barry Berman, at the deli inside the Leonard Florence Center for Living in Chelsea.
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Early Sunday afternoon, 
David Shear huddled 
with Rick Appel on top 

of one of Swampscott’s high-
est hills by the ocean and dis-
cussed the adventure they had 
planned for the day. The old 
friends would drive toward 
Fishermen’s Beach, where they 
would carry Shear’s handmade 
17-foot sailboat toward the 
shore, slip it into the water, and 
sail toward Egg Rock. 

For Shear and Appel, who 
met 53 years ago in kinder-
garten at the Stanley School 
in Swampscott, every gather-
ing over the last 12 months has 
been like a mini-reunion. The 
two had hiked and skied in high 
school and college, and trav-
eled together in Israel and the 
Sinai. 

But after college, they drift-
ed apart. Shear, who is Jewish, 
spent most of the last 30 years 
working as a corporate attor-
ney in Oklahoma before mov-
ing back to his hometown last 
year. Appel stayed on the North 
Shore, and spent the last three 
decades raising a family in 
Danvers and working as a soft-
ware engineer. About 2½ years 
ago, Appel’s wife, Lisa, died of 
cancer. 

As they grow into middle 
age, the two men believe their 
friendship helps provide a 
needed support system. “We 
interact with atoms in God’s 
world, right? Without connec-
tions, there’s nothing,” said 
Appel, a devout Christian who 
took Hebrew courses as an 
undergrad at UMass-Amherst, 
and also has written a book, 
“Concrete & Angels,” which 
is loosely based on his ado-
lescence and his travels with 
Shear in Israel in 1980. 

Shear, who has built two 
other boats in his backyard 
over the last year, calls Appel 
his clergyman. “He’s such a fun, 
brilliant, well-read guy who is a 
philosopher. He’s religious and 
he understands religion much 
better than I do. He does most-
ly everything better than I do. 
The guy is phenomenal. And 
he’s a lot of fun,” said Shear, 
who is a committed Zionist, 
and – along with wife, Heidi – 
is active in the Friends of the 
Israel Defense Forces. 

An abstract painter, Shear 
is unclear about why he built 
three boats in a year but says it 
relates to his need to return to 
the North Shore waters, where 
he sailed as a child. Appel, who 
began sailing on his father’s 
boat as a toddler, seemed to 
provide needed guidance as the 
two made plans to descend to 
the Atlantic. But, first, Appel 

had more to say about boats 
and why they’re needed to help 
further define our journeys. 

“Boats are not meant to be 
at their anchor in the harbor. 
They’re meant to go out into 
the ocean and experience life,” 
said Appel, who wore a Red Sox 
hat, a Lycra windbreaker, and 
Teva sandals. 

Shear nodded, and the two 
quickly attached the boat’s 
trailer to his family’s minivan. 
A few minutes later, they stood 
barefoot at the beach, gripping 
the 150-pound boat. The ves-
sel slid into the Atlantic and 
the men went to work. Shear 
grabbed the oars and began 
to row, while Appel made last-
minute adjustments to the rud-
der. 

Soon they were almost a 
half-mile out, and that’s when 
they realized they had forgot-
ten their life jackets. Then the 
balky rudder popped out, and 
Shear rowed back to shore. He 
grabbed a screwdriver and the 
life jackets and returned to the 
boat. Appel fastened the rud-
der back in place and soon the 
men were sailing again. But a 
knot came loose, and the sail 
began flapping in the wind, and 
soon the sail was down and 
they reached for the oars again 
to return to shore. 

“It was a shakedown cruise,” 
said Shear, hours later, as he lis-
tened to jazz back in his hillside 
home. Appel, he said, had once 
again served as a mentor and 
friend. “I think it’s about trust 
and love and enjoyment. We’re 
very connected that way.”

– Steven A. Rosenberg

Photos by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff 
Rick Appel (left) chats with David Shear. The two friends met 53 
years ago in kindergarten at the Stanley School in Swampscott.

Appel helps Shear launch his boat into Swampscott Harbor. 

THE JEWISH JOURNAL IS LOOKING FOR  
FULL AND PART-TIME SALES REPS.

If you are well-known on the 
North Shore, don’t give up eas-
ily and would like to have a 
close-to-home job that pays 
well and allows you to make 
your 
own hours, please reach out 
and learn more.

Contact COO David Kasoff at 
david@jewishjournal.org.

Boat brothers
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SALEM – Malden native and 
longtime Marblehead resident 
Arthur Epstein will donate $5 
million to help build a new 
behavioral health center at the 
North Shore Medical Center in 
Salem.

The donation marks the sec-
ond large gift Epstein has made 
this year. In Jan., he announced 
that he would give $5 million 
to Cohen Hillel Academy in 
Marblehead. 

“Many families face men-
tal health or addiction issues 
and they often struggle to find 
high-quality care,” Epstein said. 
“I’m proud to support North 
Shore Medical Center’s efforts 
to address this dire need in our 
health care system, and I’m 
grateful that North Shore fami-
lies will have a place to go where 
they are assured their loved ones 
will receive excellent care.”     

According to the medical 

center, Epstein’s $5 million gift is 
the single largest donation in the 
144-year history of the hospital. 
The hospital plans to name the 
new center, scheduled to open 
in the fall of 2019, in Epstein’s 
honor. “North Shore Medical 
Center is deeply grateful for 
Arthur Epstein’s extraordinary 
support,” said NSMC president 
David Roberts, M.D. “There is 
increasing demand for behav-
ioral health services across the 
country and throughout local 
communities here on the North 
Shore. Arthur’s generosity will 
enable NSMC to build a state-
of-the-art facility to provide 

much needed care to the chil-
dren, adults and seniors of this 
region.”  

“North Shore Medical Center 
is deeply grateful for Arthur 
Epstein’s extraordinary sup-
port,” added Roberts. “There is 
increasing demand for behav-
ioral health services across the 
country and throughout local 
communities here on the North 
Shore. Arthur’s generosity will 
enable NSMC to build a state-
of-the-art facility to provide 
much needed care to the chil-
dren, adults and seniors of this 
region.”  

Now a resident of Brookline, 

Epstein previously lived with his 
family in Marblehead for more 
than 50 years. He made his first 
major gift to the Medical Center 
in 2002, followed in 2007 by a $1 
million donation in support of 
the Mass General/North Shore 
Center for Outpatient Care in 
Danvers.

Epstein is an entrepreneur 
and investor who began his 
career with Midas Muffler in 
1965, eventually holding 30 loca-
tions in New England. A part-
ner in the real estate firm Cres 
Development, Epstein was also 
a member of numerous corpo-
rate boards, including Malden 
Trust Company, now Eastern 
Bank, and Portland Glass. He 
has served on NSMC’s Board of 
Trustees since 2006. 

Epstein is a supporter of 
many nonprofit organizations, 
including Boston Children’s 
Hospital, The Crohn’s & Colitis 
Foundation, Massachusetts 
General Hospital, Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies and 
Congregation Shirat Hayam in 
Swampscott. Earlier this year, 
he pledged $5 million to Cohen 
Hillel Academy, a K-8 Jewish 
independent school located 
in Marblehead. In recognition 
of this gift, the largest in the 
school’s 62-year history, the 
school will be renamed The 
Arthur J. Epstein School in the 
summer of 2017.

Arthur Epstein pledges $5 million 
to North Shore Medical Center

David Torchiana, M.D., CEO of Partners HealthCare, David Roberts, 
M.D., President of North Shore Medical Center, Arthur Epstein and 
Brian McCarthy, both members of the NSMC Board of Trustees.  

If you are confident and well-known on the North Shore, and 
would like to have a close-to-home job that pays well and allows 
you to make your own hours, please reach out and learn more.

Contact Dave Kasoff at dave@jewishjournal.org

By S. TaylorJOURNAL CORRESPONDENT Ray Allen won an Olympic gold medal, 

NBA championships with the Boston 

Celtics and Miami Heat, and has acted in 

a Spike Lee film.Now 41 and retired from the NBA, 

he’s taken on a more serious assignment. 

Last December, President Barack Obama 

appointed Allen to the US Holocaust 

Memorial Council. Earlier this month, 

Allen decided to travel to Poland to see 

firsthand the remnants of Auschwitz. 

“The Holocaust is not just Jewish his-

tory,” said Allen. “This is part of a global 

shared history that has impact for the 

rest of the world and other cultures. The 

importance of memory and understand-

ing is the same for all humanity. 
“We are lucky that we are living in a 

different time, but this should act as a 

warning for what could be. This message 

should be taken to young generations as 

a warning so that it should never happen 

again.”
Allen traveled to Poland with Rabbi 

Simon Taylor of NCSY, an Orthodox 

Jewish youth group sponsored by the 

Orthodox Union, and as a guest of LOT 

Polish Airlines and the From The Depths 

foundation.“It says so much about Ray that after 

his official retirement, this was the first 

trip he wanted to take,” said Taylor, the 
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Former NBA player Ray Allen tours the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp in Poland.

Former Celtic Ray Allen travels to Auschwitz

By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENTCongregation Shirat Hayam in 

Swampscott and Temple Sinai in 

Marblehead were among dozens of 

synagogues that applied for Ruderman 

Synagogue Inclusion Project (RSIP) 

grants in 2016. Both were selected and 

on May 23, they will be among the nine 

2017 Cohort of RSIP Congregational 

Partners welcomed and recognized at the 

annual Combined Jewish Philanthropies 

“Celebrating Inclusion” event.
“We are very excited to be work-

ing with two synagogues on the North 

Shore this year and are very interested in 

regional collaboration,” said Molly Silver, 

who manages the partnership between 

CJP and RSIP.For over a decade, the Ruderman 

Family Foundation’s philanthropic mis-

sion has advocated for the disabled. RSIP, 

its newest initiative, awards $5,000 grants 

to synagogues to help fund programs 

that ensure all people, including those 

with profound disabilities, are able to 

participate in congregational activities. 

RSIP started as a pilot program in 2013 

with just three Boston synagogues.
Sharon Shapiro is the daughter of 

founder Morton E. Ruderman and a 

foundation trustee. As community liai-

son, she’s in charge of all projects in the 

Greater Boston and North Shore areas.

“There is a group of people who are 

not coming to synagogue because they 

feel there’s nothing there for them,” she 

said. “RSIP raises awareness for inclusion 

in general, but specifically for people 

with disabilities because that is the focus 

of our foundation.”Silver was particularly struck by 

Temple Sinai’s and Shirat Hayam’s 

Inclusion Action Plans and ambitious 

goals. “What stood out about their appli-

cations was a deep and profound desire 

among both communities to be a 

‘kehillah kedosha,’ or a holy community, 

that strives to welcome everyone who 

comes through their doors.”
Shirat Hayam Rabbi Michael Ragozin 

hopes the congregation will become fully 

inclusive for children with disabilities 

and their families. “It’s heartbreaking to 

hear the stories of rejection that families, 

seeking to raise their children in a Jewish 

community, have experienced,” he said. 

Ragozin also envisions Shirat Hayam 

will become more welcoming to inter-

faith families, the LGBTQ community, 

households with varied incomes, and 

individuals experiencing mental health 

issues.
“Inclusion is a clarion call to honor the 

Swampscott, Marblehead synagogues awarded inclusion grants

continued on page 8

continued on page 21By Penny SchwartzJOURNAL CORRESPONDENT
A quarter of a century after the death of Polish-born 

photographer Henryk Ross, the world is being exposed to 

the unforgettable images captured by the Holocaust sur-

vivor of the Lodz Ghetto, where he lived under Nazi rule 

for four years.An exhibit of Ross’s photographs is on view at the 

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, through July 30. “Memory 

Unearthed: The Lodz Ghetto Photographs of Henryk 

Ross,” is the first showing of the photos in the United 

States. 
Ross was born in Warsaw in 1910 and died in Israel 

MFA photo exhibit  reveals Lodz ghetto

Photo by Henryk Ross/courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

Children being transported to Chelmno nad Nerem (renamed 

Kulmhof) death camp, 1942.

continued on page 8
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BEVERLY – Over 350 people attended the Israel Independence Day Concert last 

Sunday at the Cabot Theatre in Beverly. 

The event, sponsored by the Jewish Community Center of the North Shore fea-

tured the Temple Sinai Band and Cohen Hillel Academy Vocal Ensemble; Temple 

Emanu-El’s Rabbi David Meyer and Jon Nelson, along with Congregation Shirat 

Hayam’s Cantor Elana Rozenfeld and the Chai Notes. The feature event was a concert 

by the Symphony by the Sea and Jim Guttmann’s Bessarabian Breakdown. 

Speakers included JCC Executive Director Marty Schneer and Danielle Harsip, 

Boston area director of The American Israel Public Affairs Committee.

“Our hope in conceiving the idea for this program was to create a community 

event that celebrated the rebirth of the State of Israel in 1948. We were thrilled to see 

a cross section of the North Shore Jewish community on Sunday,” said Schneer.

“Israel is unfortunately embattled in places like the UN and on many college cam-

puses despite it being a vibrant, innovative democracy living under constant threats 

from many of its neighbors. We wanted people to spend Sunday focusing on the 

miracle of Israel, on its amazing accomplishments and on the importance of Jewish 

unity.  We were delighted to have representatives from AIPAC and the IDF present, as 

well.  I think people left the theater feeling good about their community, about Israel 

and about what can be accomplished when we work together.”

The North Shore celebrates 

Israel Independence DayThe Cohen Hillel Academy Vocal Ensemble on stage at the Cabot Theatre.

By Penny Schwartz

JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

For Lieutenant Shachar Erez, a pair of ordinary pock-

ets on his khaki military uniform is a source of pride and 

carries deep meaning.

Nearly six years ago, when Erez entered the Israel 

Defense Forces, the new recruit began compulsory mili-

tary service as a female soldier. It was a hard choice for 

Erez, who was born a girl, but identifies as a man.

Erez revealed his secret to his commander and sought 

permission to wear the two-pocket uniform worn by 

male soldiers. “To wear the shirt with one pocket [the 

woman’s uniform] was like a sticker on my forehead: ‘I 

am female,’” Erez said.

The commander was supportive, and when the 

request was turned down by higher-ups, she allowed Erez 

to instead wear the loose-fitting unisex work uniform.

Today, a graduate of the officer training course, Erez 

is now serving as a man, the first known openly trans-

gender officer in the IDF. It’s been a journey that was 

unimaginable for the now 23-year-old, who has helped 

the IDF set new policies that support the rights of trans-

gender men and women in the Israeli military.

Erez recently traveled on a speaking tour to several 

East Coast US cities, including several days in Boston 

sponsored by the Consul General of Israel to New 

England. During his time here, he visited a school, a vet-

erans hospital, and Temple Emanuel in Newton. Among 

those he met was Bryan Bishop, co-founder and direc-

tor of OUTVETS, a Boston-based group of veterans from 

the gay, lesbian and transgender community.

“I wouldn’t have believed then, when I enlisted as a 

female, that I’d be here today,” said Erez, who is now in 

his fifth year of service with the IDF.

Erez said his parents, who met in officer training, 

went along with their young child’s requests for short 

hair and no dresses. “They actually let me be myself,” 

Changing the way the Israel Defense Forces views transgender soldiers

continued on page 10

By Penny Schwartz 

JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

SALEM – Steven A. Rosenberg, an 

acclaimed journalist who worked for 

the last 15 years as a staff writer and col-

umnist for The Boston Globe, has been 

named the new publisher and editor of 

the Jewish Journal. 

As a journalist, photographer, and 

documentary filmmaker, Rosenberg’s 

work has been featured on many media 

outlets, including PBS, CBS, Fox News, 

and several Israeli television networks. 

His articles and columns have been 

published in the International Herald 

Tribune, Ha’aretz, and The Jerusalem 

Post. Prior to joining the Globe, 

Rosenberg served as editor of the Jewish 

Advocate in Boston, and also managed 

two TV stations.

At the Globe, Rosenberg covered a 

wide array of subjects, from politics to 

education, homelessness and the fish-

ing industry. His articles often focused 

on life in cities and towns north of 

Boston. His most recent column pro-

filed a group of retirees who formed 

a bond over their daily walks along 

Revere Beach.

The Swampscott resident also is the 

author of three books, including the 

recently released, “Middle Class Heroes: 

Voices from the Boston Suburbs.”

“In addition to his long record of 

excellent journalism in the Boston area, 

he brings to us an extensive knowl-

edge of our Jewish heritage,” said Bob 

Rose, president of the Journal Board 

of Overseers. “We are at the threshold 

of another historic period in which we 

must unite to define and defend our 

beliefs and our people. On a very local 

basis, this is our job, and Steve’s job. Let 

us support him in that vital task.”  

Other Journal board members also 

endorsed the appointment. “He brings 

an exceptionally broad and well-honed 

skill set to the Jewish Journal,” said Neil 

Donnenfeld. “His love for Israel, roots in 

the community, and Yiddishkeit make 

him a unique asset.”

Added Johanna L. Matloff, “I think he 

will do a great job reaching out to the 

grass roots of our community and invite 

people into our newspaper.”

Rosenberg’s appointment is a good 

choice, according to philanthropist 

Robert Lappin, president of the Lappin 

Foundation, a nonprofit that supports 

Jewish and Israeli programming on the 

North Shore. Lappin, who has known 

Rosenberg for decades, praised him as a 

professional with high standards. 

“In every level, he has a very high 

Steven Rosenberg named new

publisher, editor of the Jewish Journal 

PHOTO/ASSAF BEN-AMI 

 Steven A. Rosenberg  
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hear the bombs falling around 
us, and there were loud noises 
from the tanks and fighter jets. 

Every now and then, the door 
to the shelter would open and 
a soldier would walk in and 
update our counselors on the 
situation. We spent hours each 
day sitting in the shelter, with 
hardly any place to move. It 
was dark and stuffy. Our lead-
ers tried to boost our morale 
– they tried to sing happy songs 
and lead some group games – 
but we were not cooperative. 
As students, and young Israelis, 
we were so focused on every 
moment of the war, and we felt 
we needed to be alert and listen 
to every sound outside. 

We also were aware that the 
enemy might enter the shelter 
at any time and try to kill us. We 
spent six days in the shelter and 
prayed that the war would end 
and that Israel would be saved. 

We were not in contact with 
our families and did not receive 
any information about our loved 
ones. I feared for my four broth-
ers who were soldiers. I was 
also frightened for my father 
and my siblings, who stayed in 
Jerusalem. 

After the war, the stories came 
in about the big victory over 
Arab countries. After 2,000 years, 
Jerusalem had been reunited.  

Rachel Jacobson is a Jewish 
educator, and writes from 
Swampscott.

Six-Day War
from page 1

According to the 
medical center, Epstein’s 

$5 million gift is the 
single largest donation 
in the 144-year history 

of the hospital. 



By Penny Schwartz
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ANDOVER – The connection 
between Frank Stella and 17th 
century Polish wooden syna-
gogues seems highly unlikely.  

Stella, who is Italian, is a 
pioneering abstract artist and 
printmaker widely heralded 
as one of the most influential 
American artists today. His 
bold, cutting edge canvases 
and luminous prints seem far 
removed from the Jewish hous-
es of worship of Poland built 
from the mid-1600s to the mid-
1700s.

Yet, nearly 50 years ago, the 
Malden-born Stella, then 37, 
created an extensive series of 
paintings, prints, and paper 
reliefs inspired by the syna-
gogues that once dotted the 
Polish-Lithuanian countryside.  
At one time, there were some 
200 of these little-known archi-
tectural gems in Poland, with 
their cascading multi-tiered 
roofs and towering, intricate-
ly painted ceilings. Most were 
burned by the Nazis during the 
Holocaust. 

In a rare showing in the 
Boston area, two paper reliefs 
related to Stella’s Polish Village 
series are now on view at the 
Addison Gallery of American 
Art located at Phillips Academy 
in Andover, Stella’s alma mater. 
The stunning exhibit, run-
ning through July 31, is Stella’s 
first major print retrospec-
tive since 1982 and includes 
more than 100 drawings from 
the collection of the Jordan 
Schnitzer Family Foundation. 
Accompanying it is a smaller 
exhibit which includes works 

Stella has donated to the 
Addison Gallery from his pri-
vate collection.

In 1970, Stella was given a 
copy of the book, “Wooden 
Synagogues,” written in 1957 
by Polish architects Maria and 
Kazimierz Piechotka. Stella 
was immediately struck by the 
sophistication of the buildings, 
and made a series of drawings 
inspired by the geometric pat-
terns he admired.  

Over the next four years, 

Stella created his Polish Village 
series that breaks the two-
dimensional, flat surface of the 
canvas with layers of material 
which echo the dramatic lines 
of the centuries-old synagogue 
roofs. The works were named 
for Polish towns where wooden 
synagogues once stood. 

Two small works at the 
Addison, “Nowe Miastro (IV)” 
and “Lunna Wola (V),” created 
in 1975, are paper reliefs that 
continued Stella’s exploration of 

the themes in the series. 
“The way the pieces went 

together brought me back to 
abstract painting, to Russian 
constructivism,” Stella told the 
Journal in a phone conversation 

from his home in New York.  He 
described a penetrating quality 
of the synagogue construction 
that played between two- and 
three-dimensional relation-
ships. Stella calls it “interlock-
ingness,” a word he invented 
to describe the wooden syna-
gogues’ intricate carpentry and 
craftsmanship.

Medford is the permanent 
home to another work from the 
Polish Village series. In 1986, 
Stella presented “Bogoria,” a 
9-foot-wide wall relief made 
of welded aluminum, as a gift 
to Tufts University in memory 
of the artist’s father, Dr. Frank 
Stella, a graduate of Tufts 
Medical School.

Last year, “Bogoria,” now on 
display at Tufts’ Aidekman Arts 
Center, was on loan to the Polin 
Museum of the History of Polish 
Jews in Warsaw for an award-
winning exhibit that paired 
Stella’s Polish Village series 
alongside the photographs, 
architectural drawings, and 
other archival material which 
formed the basis of the book 
that first inspired Stella’s work.  

At the opening of the Stella 
exhibit in Warsaw, the art-
ist met Maria Piechotka, the 
now 97-year-old coauthor of 
“Wooden Synagogues,” which 
she wrote with her late hus-
band.  

“It was pretty great, it was 
surreal,” Stella said.
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Photo by John Kennard/courtesy Addison Gallery of American Art
Frank Stella at the April opening of the Addison Gallery exhibit. 

“Nowe Miastro (IV)” and “Lunna Wola (V),” by Frank Stella at the Addison Gallery of American Art at 
Phillips Academy in Andover. The exhibit runs through July 31.

Bret Stephens, a columnist and associate editor for the New York 
Times, will speak on June 11 at 6:30 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El in 
Marblehead. 

The lecture, which is free to the public, is part of the 2017 North 
Shore AIPAC Annual Event. 

Prior to joining the Times earlier this year, Stephens served as the 
foreign affairs columnist for the Wall Street Journal. Stephens, winner 
of the 2013 Pulitzer Prize for distinguished commentary, also served as 
editor of the Jerusalem Post from 2002-2004.  

To register online, visit: aipac.org/northshore2017.

Reconstructing Polish synagogues destroyed in Holocaust

Pulitzer Prize winner Stephens to speak  
June 11 at Temple Emanu-El in Marblehead
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Love him or hate him, I am 
grateful that President Trump 
elected to go to Israel on his first 
foreign trip. It sends a strong 
signal to Israel that not only 
does this administration have 
Israel’s back, but renews hope 
that peace is still a possibili-
ty. In spite of rumblings by the 
State Dept. about whether the 
Western Wall is part of Israel, 
the mere sight of the President 
at the kotel speaks volumes as to 
this absurdity. 

There is a long way to go to 
achieve peace and many hurdles 
to overcome but it is a step in 
the right direction. In a gesture 
of good faith ahead of this trip, 
Israel has shown its willingness 

to move forward by approving a 
package of economic measures 
to benefit Palestinians, includ-
ing permits for thousands of 
homes in Area C, easing pas-
sage of crossing points used by 
Palestinian workers and keeping 
the Allenby crossing to Jordan 
open 24/7. We can only hope 
that the PA does its part as well 
and that it understands a key 
message of this historic trip. 
Supporting terrorism, teaching 
your children to hate and kill 
Jews, and paying families of ter-
rorists to slaughter Israelis is not 
a path towards peace. 

Carol Denbo 
Swampscott 

In praise of Trump’s trip to Israel

Cartoon by Hersh Goldman

Cartoon by George Freedman

Forget Trump in Israel – keep your 
eye on a certain right-wing Israeli pol

By Lawrence Rifkin  

JERUSALEM – To judge by what was 
said in public, President Donald Trump’s 
visit to Israel went fairly well. There were, 
of course, a few gaffes. 

Trump clearly disappointed his hosts 
by going to the Western Wall without 
them for a “private visit,” and he left 
an inscription in the guest book at Yad 
Vashem that one wag said belonged more 
in a high school yearbook. Throughout the 27-hour visit, there was 
endless speculation about an awkward red-carpet moment during 
the Trumps’ arrival at Ben Gurion Airport, where First Lady Melania 
seemed to slap her husband’s hand away as he reached for hers.

It was only at the end of a joint news conference with Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu that the president’s foot headed 
toward his mouth. He volunteered – after no one asked – that he 
had “never mentioned … Israel” during his Oval Office meeting 
with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and Moscow’s ambas-
sador to the US, Sergey Kislyak, where he is alleged to have blurted 
out sensitive information supplied by Israeli intelligence. You 
could tell then and there that Netanyahu preferred to let sleeping 
dogs lie.

continued on page 7

Walk through 
Jerusalem and it’s 
easy to forget that 

the city was divided just 
50 years ago, and that the 
Jordanians controlled the 
Old City. These days, you 
can hop on the Light Rail 
that runs from Mount Herzl 
to Machane Yehuda and 
Zion Square, all the way to 
Damascus Gate, Beit Hanina, 
Pisgat Ze’ev and Heil Ha’Avir. 

In the quiet of the Light 
Rail, the blur of the neigh-
borhoods and Old City and 
enclaves that were inacces-
sible to Israelis 50 years ago 
blend together as one city. 
And on the train one can be 
lulled into a dream of coex-
istence – where Arab and 
Jew can live side-by-side in 
this city of peace. 

But dreams don’t always 
come true. While Israelis 
have held on to the Old City 
since the Six-Day War 50 
years ago, there is mount-
ing pressure by the new Trump administration 
to push the Israelis and Palestinians back to the 
bargaining table. One idea that’s been floated 
is to accept a 2002 Saudi peace plan endorsed 
by the Arab League. That plan called for Israel 
to return the Golan Heights, and withdraw to 
pre-1967 borders in Jerusalem – allowing for 
Palestinian control over Jerusalem’s Old City, and 
East Jerusalem, where the Palestinians would 
create their own capital. It also calls for a “just 
solution” for the Palestinian refugees from the 
1948 Arab-Israeli war. 

While Trump did not publicly discuss his 
plan for peace during his trip to Jerusalem and 

Bethlehem last month, 
Israeli Prime Minister 
and Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas 
seem resolved at least to 
return to the bargaining 
table. 

Much of the plan is now 
impractical. ISIS and other 
Islamic militants sit near 
the Golan Heights and even 
Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad would not wel-
come that land back now. 
Palestinian refugees, once 
numbered 500,000 but 
their number has inflated 
to 5 million because the 
Palestinian Authority also 
considers their descen-
dants refugees. And while 
land swaps could allow the 
500,000 Israelis to remain 
in their homes in the West 
Bank, the idea of dividing 
Jerusalem and allowing 
Jihadis to take up residence 
in Israel’s holiest city will 
never be acceptable to a 

Netanyahu-led government. 
Given the small amount of land, and the 

wide differences that separate the Israelis and 
Palestinians, it is unlikely that a peace deal will 
happen in the next decade. But if people talk 
long enough, it’s possible that some common 
ground can be established which could lay the 
foundation for a temporary agreement that 
would satisfy both sides. And each side needs 
that common ground more than ever as Islamic 
fundamentalism sweeps through the region, and 
Europe. Fifty years after the Six-Day War, peace 
talks are necessary because the Israelis and 
Palestinians have nowhere else to go. 

Talk with your enemy in Jerusalem

Photo by Ilan Bruner/ 
courtesy of the National Photo Collection

General Uzi Narkiss (left), Defense 
Minister Moshe Dayan and Chief of 
Staff Yitzhak Rabin in the Old City of 
Jerusalem on June 7, 1967.
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The Israeli leader was walk-
ing a fine line of his own and 
was looking for as smooth a 
visit as possible. He’s under 
investigation for three different 
cases of alleged corruption, and 
he’s been losing some of his 
sparkle among the electorate, 
which, according to polls, has 
begun to view him as someone 
who cares more about keeping 
his job than doing good for the 
country.

There are some in 
Netanyahu’s right-wing Likud 
who are already circling like vul-
tures, and he’s had to contend 
with Bayit Yehudi, an increas-
ingly restive party in his coali-
tion that’s even farther to the 
right and is seeking a harder 
line on the West Bank, with calls 
for an immediate (though for 
the time partial) annexation.

The right wing in Israel fell 
into a swoon following Trump’s 
election. The US Embassy would 

be moved, the nuclear deal with 
Iran would be rescinded, and 
the spotlight would be removed 
from the very idea of a two-state 
solution, it said with dreamy 
eyes.

But nothing doing. Not so far, 
at least, and certainly not dur-
ing Trump’s visit. It’s been a let-
down, certainly for Education 
Minister Naftali Bennett, who 
heads Bayit Yehudi.

Bennett had made sure to 
tell Trump in the reception line 
during the airport arrival that 
he should be the US president 
who finally recognizes Israeli 
sovereignty over Jerusalem. 
“There’s an idea,” Trump report-
edly responded. But Bennett 
couldn’t have been very happy. 
After all, there are enough 
Trump campaign promises that 
remain just ideas.

Bennett is a double threat 
to the Israeli prime minister. 
He’s been dropping broad hints 
that Bayit Yehudi’s future in 
Netanyahu’s coalition should 
not be taken for granted, and it’s 

no secret that he’d like to lead 
the country someday.

The only way he can do that 
is by returning to the stronger 
Likud, where he had been a 
mid-level functionary (though 
not a member of Knesset) 
before leaving to form Bayit 
Yehudi. Many in his current 
party – whose Knesset member-
ship includes people farther to 
the right than even he – see his 
eventual departure as a forgone 
conclusion, and his standing 
in Bayit Yehudi is already a bit 
tenuous.

To return to Likud, Bennett 
will have to wait until 
Netanyahu is either indicted or 
otherwise shown to have lost 
his internal popularity. He’ll 
also have to finesse his way 
back into the good graces of 
many Likudniks if he’s to take 
on the party vultures already in 
the sky.

Trump came to Israel after 
a stay in Riyadh, where he was 
seeking to have Saudi Arabia 
anchor a regional coalition 

against a resurgent Iran. The art 
in this particular deal would be 
to somehow tie this to support 
from Saudi Arabia and other 
Sunni kingdoms in jumpstart-
ing the long-moribund Israeli-
Palestinian peace process, 
perhaps along the lines of the 
so-called Saudi peace initiative 
first mooted in 2002.

The initiative called for nor-
malization and full diplomat-
ic relations with Israel. But in 
return, Israel would have to give 
up all of the territory it cap-
tured in 1967 and continues to 
hold, meaning at least the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem, with 
its Old City, Western Wall, and 
Temple Mount. And that’s not to 
mention a “just” solution to the 
Palestinian refugee problem.

Trump’s stop in Israel affect-
ed at least one poll at the end 
of the week, which saw a jump 
in Israelis feeling more ame-
nable to a two-state solution. 
There were also reports that 
Netanyahu, who has always 
known which way the wind 

blows, quietly resumed a long 
string of on-and-off contacts 
with opposition leader Isaac 
Herzog about a unity govern-
ment, which would make Bayit 
Yehudi’s presence in the coali-
tion superfluous.

A decade and a half later, the 
Saudi initiative could be revived 
with a few tweaks, but then 
again, depending on the Saudis, 
maybe not. You can be sure it 
will not fly with Bayit Yehudi, 
with much of the Likud, or with 
Bennett, no matter where he’s 
sitting.

So if you’re looking for action 
on the Israeli-Palestinian dis-
pute right now, don’t bother 
watching Trump. Chances are 
you’ll find it in the swamp that 
is Israeli politics, where police 
investigations, restive parties, 
and fidgety politicians could 
soon be altering some borders 
of their own.

 Lawrence Rifkin is a jour-
nalist and writer living in 
Jerusalem.

By Jonathan S. Tobin
JNS.ORG

In a seminal piece for The 
Atlantic last September, 
journalist Salena Zito 

explained a simple truth 
that most people hadn’t 
grasped about the man who 
was about to be elected the 
45th president of the United 
States. Simply put, his numerous critics 
took everything he said literally but not 
seriously, while his supporters took him 
seriously but not literally. When it comes 
to trying to figure out what the president 
is up to in the Middle East, it is vital to 
keep this insight in mind. 

For both ends of the Jewish political 
spectrum, Trump has been something 
of a puzzle. At times, he has said or done 
things to encourage both the right and 
the left. Where do the president’s true 
priorities lie?

Trump’s trip to the Middle East failed 
to provide the answer. He laid out an 
agenda against terrorism and in favor 
of regional peace, in which ties between 
Israel and Arab states like Saudi Arabia 
would form the basis for a resolution 
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Trump 
spoke in the warmest terms of Israel, 
but also made it clear he expects his 
good friend Benjamin to make no trou-
ble about restarting peace talks with his 
new acquaintance, Mahmoud. Secretary 
of State Rex Tillerson said afterward that 
Trump put “a lot of pressure” on both 
men to accept the compromises need-
ed to create the “ultimate deal” Trump 
craves.

Will Trump, despite his very different 
strategy for negotiations, head down the 
same path that President Barack Obama 
trod to get the foreign policy triumph 
he wants? Both the left and the right are 
taking deep dives into his words and ges-
tures, looking for clues.

Trump’s Western Wall visit was a puzzle 
to both sides, since he made history by 
being the first sitting president to visit the 
Kotel, but also fended off Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s efforts to join him there, 
signaling he might not recognize Israeli 
sovereignty over the holy site.

The official White House communiqué 
about Trump’s activities in Israel’s capi-
tal happened in “Jerusalem, Israel.” This 
could be a potentially monumental pol-
icy shift, since the State Department and 
previous administrations have refused 
to concede that any piece of Jerusalem, 
including the western portion inside the 
1967 lines, is part of Israel. 

Yet in the same speech at the Israel 
Museum that right-wingers praised, 

Trump referred to the con-
flict with the Arab world as 
having “dragged on for a half-
century or more.” This could 
easily be interpreted as indi-
cating he accepts the notion 
that the issue only dates back 
to the 1967 Six-Day War and 
Israel’s presence in the dis-
puted territories. This could 
mean Trump believes, as 

Obama did, that Israel must be pressured 
into withdrawing from the West Bank and 
dividing Jerusalem.

But those parsing every detail are 
making the same mistake Trump’s critics 
have done. Taking what he says literally 
is always going to be a mistake. Trump is 
not a details person. Nor is he particularly 
scrupulous about the truth of his com-
ments.

Yet all concerned in the Middle East 
should take him seriously. For good or 
for ill, Trump has taken it into his head 
that peace is possible and that he is the 
man with the negotiating skills to forge a 
deal. Unlike Obama, he doesn’t think he 
has a mission to save Israel from itself, or 
to care about uprooting settlements and 
prospects for Palestinian statehood. The 
details are meaningless to Trump, but he 
wants some sort of deal or set of arrange-
ments that will enable more cooperation 
between Israel and the Arab world to fight 
terror as well as something he can label a 
triumph. 

That means that the game of chicken 
going on between Netanyahu and the 
Palestinian Authority’s (PA) President 
Abbas, in which both are convinced 
the other will jump first and blow up 
future peace talks, is a dangerous strat-
egy. Netanyahu may have good reason 
to believe the Palestinians – divided as 
they are between a “moderate” PA fac-
tion that finances terrorists and foments 
hate, and the Islamist terrorists of Hamas 
– will ultimately reject peace as they have 
many times before. But Abbas knows if he 
is able to stay in the talks long enough, 
Netanyahu’s coalition might force the 
prime minister to act in a manner that 
will cause Trump to blame him for the 
inevitable failure of negotiations.

So while the chances for peace are still 
dim, as most experts from both the left 
and right agree, the stakes involved in 
this struggle for the president’s goodwill 
are enormous. And that’s something both 
friends and foes of Israel should take very 
seriously indeed.

Jonathan S. Tobin is opinion editor 
of JNS.org and a contributing writer for 
National Review. Follow him on Twitter 
at: @jonathans_tobin.

Trying to grasp Trump’s Israel policy
By Ben Cohen

JNS.ORG

For those – like me – 
who’d never really 
given any thought to 

singer Ariana Grande before 
the terrorist atrocity at her 
concert in the British city 
of Manchester, it took a few 
minutes to figure out the 
correspondence between her audience 
and the target selection of suicide bomb-
er Salman Abedi. 

Eventually, it dawned. Grande’s pri-
mary audience consists of girls in their 
teens and younger. If Abedi wasn’t aware 
of that before arriving at the Manchester 
Arena venue, he surely would have 
worked that out in the moments before 
he detonated himself.

In the name of a global Islamic 
caliphate, Abedi set out to slaughter 
young people – more precisely, teen-
age girls. Islamists violently detest any 
expression of “permissiveness” among 
women; from an early age, females in 
their grip are trained to think of them-
selves as servants and as child-bearers 
only. Disobedience inevitably dispens-
es a beating that varies from “light” to 
“heavy,” depending on which Islamist 
preacher their household suzerain hap-
pens to follow.

I won’t pretend to have an answer to 
the question of how a person can bring 
themself to carry out such an abomina-
tion. I will, however, observe that not 
every expression of evil is uniform. 

For example, when you examine the 
process of genocide – be it the Nazis in 
Poland, or the Hutu militias in Rwanda 
– you see that its practitioners almost 
always execute the killing in groups, and 
that the group setting reinforces their 
morale. They can see and feel the cama-
raderie just by looking around them.

By contrast, a jihadi like Abedi carried 
out his operation alone and died alone; 
whether or not he was part of a larger 
jihadi cell doesn’t change this.

For a Western jihadi, camaraderie 
doesn’t manifest in day-to-day contact 
with his fellow Muslim warriors in train-
ing camps or on frontlines – in his case, 
for most of the time, the source of his 
inspiration is geographically remote and 
is encountered in a virtual reality. When 
he strikes, he does not have the option, 
as the genocidal murderer does, of sim-
ply obliterating the next town or village 
and moving on; he must select his target 
carefully, and above all, he must execute 
a spectacle that forces a terrified world 
to ask whether killers like these have any 
boundaries. 

Ideas play a key role here, 
in desensitizing jihadis to 
the humanity of non-
Muslims and in influenc-
ing their choice of targets. 
Venues that encourage such 
licentious behavior as danc-
ing and consuming alcohol 
are particularly favored, as 
evidenced in Bali, Tel Aviv, 
Paris, Orlando and many 

other places. 
In Islamist literature, this panic is 

given exquisite expression in the writings 
of Sayyid Qutb, a founder of the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Egypt. In 1949, Qutb 
spent the better part of a year studying 
in Greeley, Colorado – a conservative, 
church-going town with a prohibition on 
the sale of liquor. But to read Qutb, you’d 
think he was living above a sleazy night-
club in Hamburg or Amsterdam. 

“The American girl,” Qutb once 
wrote, “knows seductiveness lies in the 
round breasts, the full buttocks, and in 
the shapely thighs, sleek legs – and she 
shows all this and does not hide it.” 

It doesn’t take a Freudian to notice the 
unrequited desire that enveloped Qutb’s 
own mind. This kind of desire, when 
fused with hatred of relaxed sexuality 
and expressions of femininity, can be 
devastating once it is incorporated into 
an ideology of conquest – as jihadism 
indubitably is.

For Islamists, the price of ignorance 
is punishment for the ignorant. Those 
“who are prepared to lay down their lives 
for the cause of God are honorable peo-
ple, pure of heart and blessed of soul,” 
wrote Qutb. Right there, we have an 
inversion of the Western moral tradition 
that judges acts by their consequences 
and their motives, and separates the 
innocent from the guilty according to 
law and custom, rather than the “word 
of God” as interpreted by a clique of 
leaders. 

Was Salman Abedi familiar with these 
words of Qutb’s? Doubtless, he encoun-
tered some form of them, assuming he 
consumed jihadi propaganda. Perhaps 
this sense of being blessed, the aware-
ness that he was far from alone in finding 
the female form so grotesquely offensive 
– even if he was alone in the moment 
of death – led him to take his murder-
ous intention to its bitter conclusion. 
Thus, were we all afforded yet another 
unwanted glimpse into the mind of our 
enemy. 

Ben Cohen writes a weekly column 
for JNS.org on Jewish affairs and Middle 
Eastern politics.

From Greeley to Manchester 

Forget Trump
from page 6



The mikvah marks anoth-
er milestone for Lipsker, who 
arrived in Swampscott 25 years 
ago, and has gradually expand-
ed Chabad. In 1992, he set up 
a small sanctuary and Hebrew 
School over a convenience store 
and eventually moved the syna-
gogue to its current home on 
Burrill Street. He also helped 
set up Chabad in Peabody, and 
his outreach extends through 
Marblehead, Salem, Lynn, 
Everett and other North Shore 
communities. 

According to Lipsker, the 

project has taken five years to 
reach the construction phase, 
and the estimated cost will be 
$360,000. “We are fortunate to 
have received a $100,000 grant 
from Mikvah USA and a large 
gift of $100,000. We still need 
to raise the remaining $160,000 
and are well into that cam-
paign,” he said. 

Lipsker said the new mikvah 
will replace the old immersion 
pool at Congregation Ahabat 
Sholom in Lynn. That mikvah 
fell into disrepair at least 10 
years ago. While most Jewish 

communities in the Greater 
Boston area had mikvahs last 
century, the closest functional 
mikvahs in the area are now 
located in Boston, Brookline, 
Malden, Newton, Lexington and 
Natick.    

While some Jewish commu-
nities have allowed people to use 
the mikvah for nontraditional 
purposes in recent decades – 
such as survivors of trauma or 
illness – Chabad’s Swampscott 
mikvah will be used by people 
converting to Judaism, obser-
vant women who have com-
pleted their menstrual cycle and 
by Hasidic men, who immerse 
before Shabbat and Jewish holi-
days. 

“In addition to serving a grow-
ing number of local north of 
Boston mikvah users, the pres-
ence of a state-of-the-art mod-
ern spa-like facility right here 
in our community gives people 
who have always been curi-
ous about this powerful spiri-
tual practice a chance to explore 
firsthand. Furthermore, having 
a local mikvah makes our com-
munity a more viable option for 
young families from across the 
denominational spectrum,” said 
Lipsker. 

When it opens, visits will be 
scheduled by appointment.  An 
attendant will greet visitors in 
a reception area, and the facil-
ity will have two preparation 
rooms. The ambience will be 
“spa like,” and the facility will 
be handicapped accessible, with 
one mikvah visible. Two other 
adjoining pools are being built 
to gather 200 gallons of rain-
water that must always be in 
the mikvah in order for it to be 
kosher. 

The Jewish Journal MA is a nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and organizations.
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was working 12-15 hour days, 
utterly consumed with keeping 
our homegrown service run-
ning 24x7. It started as a mom-
and-pop operation, hacked 
together out of used and sur-
plus equipment, funded from 
savings and credit cards. What 
we had going for us was tech-
nical expertise and dedicated 
customer service. We built our 
reputation on never getting a 
busy signal and no downtime. 
But we were growing too fast 
and needed more equipment 
than we had capital. So I tried 
to borrow money. The banks 
all said no, our business model 
was unheard of and too risky for 
them, despite the steady recur-
ring cash flow. I then asked 
the city of Lynn for help. Our 
office was in the economically 
depressed downtown and we 
had already created good full-
time jobs. Lynn/EDIC listened 
to our story and offered to help 
us apply for a SBA micro-loan. 
We got $25,000, and bought the 
critically-needed new modems 
and hardware, expanding our 
capacity and fueling growth 
again.”

After selling his business 
in 2000, he moved with his 
late wife, Elizabeth, and their 
daughters, Rebecca, Samantha, 
Josephine and Alexandra, 
to Nahant. The home, which 
overlooked the ocean and 
had views of Boston, was pur-

chased from the estate of Abdul 
Majid Zabuli, the founder of 
Afghanistan’s banking system. 

By 2005, the couple decided 
to divorce, and Gray returned 
to Lynn where he opened an 
upscale neighborhood bistro, 
the Oxford Street Grill. Rabbi 
Yossi Lipsker, a close friend of 
Gray’s – who went to Israel on 
a family trip with the Grays – 
tried to convince Gray to open a 
kosher restaurant in Lynn. “We 
took a road trip to Manhattan 
to check out the kosher res-
taurant scene and to see if we 
could partner on opening a 
glatt kosher restaurant. Though 
the kosher restaurant never 
materialized we had a great 
adventure that included high 
speeds in Lowell’s Porsche,” 
said Lipsker, who said Gray 
would frequently visit his suk-
kah on Sukkot. 

Neil Donnenfeld, who grew 
close to Gray during the same 
family trip to Israel, called Gray 
a beloved and “irreplaceable 
friend” to many. “He had an 
extraordinary blend of intelli-
gence, curiosity and determi-
nation. He did more in his 57 
years than most people do in a 
full lifetime,” said Donnenfeld. 

In a statement, Cohen Hillel 
praised Gray and his family for 
their participation in Jewish 
life. “Lowell and his family were 
an integral part of Cohen Hillel, 
and he took great pride in the 

various simchas that they cele-
brated with their classmates —  
from the receiving of their first 
prayer books, to school plays, 
science fairs and graduations. 
His four daughters were out-
standing students and remain 
a charitable part of our Cohen 
Hillel family.”

In addition to his work, he 
served as a trustee at the Salem 
State Enterprise Center and 
at North Shore Community 
College. In 2000, he received 
an honorary PhD from Salem 
State.

After Gray sold his Lynn 
restaurant, he married Lina 
Hristova. The couple moved to 
a farm in Woodstock, Vermont 
in 2015, where he served as a 
planning commissioner and a 
member of the town’s volunteer 
fire department. 

Following Gray’s funeral 
service on Friday morning at 
Temple Emanu-El, Gray will 
be buried at Temple Emanu-
El Memorial Park in Danvers. 
His family will receive guests 
at the Swampscott Yacht 
Club on Friday, up until 5:00 
p.m. The shiva will continue at 
Swampscott Yacht Club on Sat., 
June 3, from 2 - 4:00 p.m. and 
7 - 9:00 p.m. 

On Sunday, June 4, the 
shiva will be held at the Jewish 
Community Center of the 
North Shore in Marblehead 
from 2 - 4:00 p.m.

Lowell Gray, 1960-2017
from page 1

New mikvah in Swampscott
from page 1
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By Rabbi Alison Adler

Blessing another person is 
a joy, a privilege and a 
blessing in itself. Nothing 

is sweeter to me than blessing 
my son – but it gets harder all 
the time. When he was a baby, 
I would wrap him in my arms 
on Friday nights after lighting 
the Shabbat candles, and whis-
per words of blessing, as Jewish 
parents have done for genera-
tions. It was always a precious, 
peaceful moment. But when he 
became a toddler, as soon as 
I would reach out to bless him, he would try to 
hide under the table. Now that he is six, I recite 
the words as quickly as I can as he struggles to 
break free from my embrace. It’s not as peace-
ful a moment, but still precious, as I evoke the 
ancient words of the Birkat Kohanim, the Priestly 
Blessing.  

This blessing comes from this week’s Torah 
portion, Naso. Aaron and his sons, the first koha-
nim/priests, are given these very words to bless 
the Israelites:

May God bless you and protect you.
May God’s face shine upon you and be 

gracious to you. 
May God’s face be lifted upon you and grant 

you peace.
(Numbers 6:22-26)

These ancient words remain part of our liturgy 
as well as a parental Shabbat ritual – and they and 
their meaning are meant for everyone. In Exodus 
we are told to be a mamlekhet kohanim, a king-
dom of priests. It is not only the kohanim who 
channel Divine blessing, it is all of us.

Our sages teach that to bless another is to serve 
as a channel for Divine generosity, protection, 
love and light. The act of blessing can enhance 
the lives of both those giving a blessing and the 
ones being blessed. As I bless my child, I too am 
profoundly impacted. For me it is not only an 
intimate act of love but also one of profound hope 

in a world filled with wonder 
and beauty, as well as danger 
and fear. 

How can we become conduits 
for blessing for those we love, 
and for this world? We can be 
moved not only by evoking the 
words of the Birkat Kohanim, 
but by embodying their mean-
ing. And so, let us look at them 
more carefully. 

May God bless you and pro-
tect you.

To channel Divine blessing is 
more than saying words. It is 

to contribute to the wellbeing and safety of the 
people we are blessing. We embody blessing not 
by how much stuff we have, but by actually being 
conduits of goodness and love. 

May God’s face shine upon you and be gra-
cious to you.

Judaism teaches that there is Divine spark 
within each of us that may be sheltered or even 
repressed as we face the inevitable challenges of 
being human. When we acknowledge and nurture 
the radiance of each other’s faces, we help draw 
forth light and grace.

May God’s face be lifted upon you and grant 
you peace. 

As God’s face may be lifted upon us and we 
experience the blessing, we can turn our faces 
fully towards each other to share the blessing. 
This can be done through a kind action or word 
not only to those close to us, but to neighbors or 
strangers. When we see each other’s humanity 
and spark of divinity, we uplift each other. This is 
a path towards peace. 

In these challenging times, let us strive to be a 
mamlekhet kohanim, a kingdom of priests, con-
duits for God’s blessing in the world. May our acts 
of goodness, love and healing bring many bless-
ings. And may all beings be blessed with peace.

Rabbi Alison Adler is the spiritual leader of 
Temple B’nai Abraham in Beverly. 

Rabbi’s Parsha: Naso

Bless the children
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By Hersh Goldman 
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

According to rabbinic tradi-
tion, we received the Ten 
Commandments on Shavuot. 

The Bible makes it clear that the 
Commandments were engraved on 
two stone tablets and that Moses car-
ried them in his hands. I’m inclined 
to assume either the stones weren’t 
very big, and the writing very small, 
or the tablets may have been big 
in surface area but exceedingly thin 
like chalk-board slate. Otherwise, it 
would be awfully heavy for one man 
to lug around. I have seen some 
religious Jewish icons portraying 
tablets shaped like two ice cubes. 
If the tablets were just something 
to write a message on why would 
they be so thick? I would think that 
Old Man Moses would have had 
to take a wagon or a wheelbarrow 
up the mountain with him to carry 
down stones that big. No wonder he 
dropped them! (I’m joking. The Text 
says they were cast down.) How did 
he lift them? 

The Bible gives measurements for 
the Temple and things in the Temple. 
But no measurements are given 
for the Tablets, which is arguably 
the holiest item in the Temple. This 
exclusion makes perfect sense to me. 
The original Tablets and the writing 
thereon were produced directly by 
G-d and G-d doesn’t have to give 
Himself measurements and instruc-
tions to follow. We still have clues to 
the size of the Ten Commandments. 
The Ark measurements are stat-
ed and the Ark housed the Ten 
Commandments, so the Tablets 

would have to be smaller to fit inside 
the box. Since the Ark held both 
the broken tablets and the second 
set as well, the Ten Commandments 
would, presumably, have to be no 
more than half the inside volume of 
the Ark for the Ark to house both the 
broken and the new Tablets. 

Most images of the Ten Com-
mandments depict matching stones 
that are rounded or tapered at the 
top. I’m inclined to hold that the 
actual tablets were indeed rounded 
on top rather than just plain flat. 
What is the average or usual shape 
of stone tablet messages? You don’t 
have to be an archaeologist or his-
torian to know. The answer is closer 
than you think. I walked along Essex 
Street and counted all the grave-
stone “tablets” in the front row of 
Swampscott Cemetery from begin-
ning to end. I counted 110 stones 
and only six of those stones were 
evenly squared off on top. Very many 
gravestones were rounded on top 
in a way that matched the tablet 
shapes in typical illustrations of the 
Ten Commandments.

The Mesha Stele, dated to be 
from the Davidic Dynasty era, is an 
ancient stone tablet from Jordan 
bearing writing in pre-exile Hebrew 
letters. It describes a Moabite vic-
tory over Israel. People travel from 
all parts of the world to the Louvre 
Museum to witness and study this 
treasured archaeological find. For 
me, the Mesha may be the soundest 
physical clue to the shape of the Ten 
Commandments. Therefore, what-
ever significant observations others 
may make, what I have to say about 
the Mesha Stele is: It’s round on top. 

What did the Ten Commandments look like? 

Cartoon by Hersh Goldman
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By Myrna Fearer
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

PEABODY — Many elders 
feel lost after the death of a 
spouse. Some retreat to the 
comfort of their home or apart-
ment. Some move into a condo, 
while others opt for an inde-
pendent or assisted living com-
munity.

Unfortunately, folks can still 
remain reclusive and depressed 
even though there are lots of 
people and activities around 
them. The perception is that 
women seem able to socialize 
more easily than men, although 
there are always exceptions.

Meet 97-year-old Marty 
Lawson, an outgoing, affa-
ble assisted living resident 
at Harriet and Ralph Kaplan 
Estates in Peabody.

 “You know, I’m not the old-
est person here,” he told me. 
“There’s another man who is 
102; he can talk very intelli-
gently.”

Marty can do all that and 
more. He attends lectures and 
other cultural events, includ-
ing art appreciation, discussion 
groups, and even a cooking 
demo. 

“You can’t be a grouch when 
you’re living here,” Marty said. 
“You have to be happy when 
you come to this place.”

Marty and his wife, Eleanor, 
fondly known as Tybie, moved 
into what was then known 
as the Aviv Centers for Living 
about seven years ago. The 
couple, married 63 years, had 
only six months together at 
Aviv before Tybie passed away.  
“I don’t think I could have lived 
alone,” said Marty.

Marty, whose dad died 
when he was 2, was born in 
Springfield and raised by his 
widowed mom. During the 
course of his life, he’s lived in 
many Jewish communities, 
including Chelsea, Winthrop, 
and Revere. 

For several years, he worked 
at Lechmere Sales in the cam-

era department. From there, he 
started his own wholesale cam-
era business with family assis-
tance. 

Marty is the father of Bette, 
Bruce, and Ronald. Bruce picks 
up his dad every Friday for 
Shabbat dinner at his Peabody 
home. He has three grandchil-
dren. 

Marty’s varied interests keep 
him young and mentally alert. 
You may find him in the com-
puter room scanning news, 
reading a book on his Kindle, or 
solving a crossword or Sudoku 
puzzle. He and his friend Betty, 
a former New Yorker, led the 
Sudoku group for a time after 
the instructor left. Betty refers 
to him as “my good friend, 
Marty.”

Marty also has a unique tal-
ent that adds another dimen-
sion to his busy life. When a 
preschool opened onsite, Marty 
was asked if he would work with 
the 5-year olds. It was a perfect 
match. Now he shows up three 
mornings a week and he loves it 
so much, he’s recruited others 
to do the same. 

The popular great-grandfa-
ther figure is there for the kids, 
whether to read a story, talk, 
listen, or maybe color a pic-
ture together. He’s proud to be 
included in birthday parties 
and graduations. At the end of 
the year, though, he’s sad to 
see the children heading off to 
kindergarten. Still, he knows 
there’s always another class 
coming up.

When North Shore Elder 
Services was holding its annual 
“We Give Thanks” award din-
ner recognizing volunteers in 
the community, Ellen Gordon, 
director of resident life at 
Kaplan Estates, nominated 
Marty. Last November, Marty 
received the Lois Stern Award 
for volunteerism. 

“We consider Marty an 
ambassador for the preschool,” 
Gordon said. “He’s what you 
want to be in your old age.”

At 97, Marty Lawson  
is still full of life

Marty Lawson at his computer, in Peabody. 
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By Sheila Barth
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

SALEM — Google Michael 
Rutstein and you’ll find a trove 
of articles about his inter-
ests, which range from Major 
League Baseball to boating. 
One day, you might find him at 
Fenway Park, or at the Peabody 
Essex Museum to see the lat-
est exhibit on ocean liners. Or 
up at a boatbuilders’ show in 
Portland, Maine, where he was 
approached by two men who 
wanted to know if he was the 
guy who runs the schooner 
Fame in Salem.

When Rutstein said he was, 
the men asked if he was Jewish. 
When Rutstein said yes, the 
men were excited, because they 
had previously thought they 
were the only two known Jewish 
schooner captains. 

“This is the club – all three 
of us,” they proclaimed. “We 
found each other!”

Rutstein runs historic tours 
out of Salem in association 
with the National Park Service, 
along with learning tours for 
fifth-graders, aboard his replica 
1812 privateer schooner, which 
is anchored at Pickering Wharf. 
Yankee Magazine ranked his 

tours Best in the Region.
“We go where the wind is 

blowing,” Rutstein said. “We 
really sail the boat. We give peo-
ple the adventure of what it was 
like 200 years ago, and for some 
people, it’s an eye opener. We 
must modify our plans to the 
wind. Before they perfected the 
steam engine, they had to wait 
for the weather.” 

Rutstein, who formerly lived 
in Boxford and Essex with his 
wife Melissa, and two grown 
kids, Emma and Jacob, current-
ly lives in Salem, and he’s excit-
ed about his newest venture. 
He’s producing and printing the 
official program for Sail Boston’s 
parade of Tall Ships, June 17-22.

Called by Newsweek the 
“Father of the Revolution” in 
sports publishing, the self-pro-
fessed baseball junkie produced 
and sold his own Red Sox pro-
grams outside of the park start-
ing in 1990. They continue to 
be hawked outside Fenway at 
$2 apiece, and Rutstein recent-
ly created a special one about 
David Ortiz.

Don’t be surprised if you see 
him on Yawkey Way and he taps 
you on the shoulder to share a 
little-known baseball fact.

He’s like that.

From sailing to Red Sox, 
Rutstein rides the wind

Michael Rutstein (center), aboard his schooner, Fame.

Make your move to Colonial 
Gardens and a professional 

moving team will PACK all of your 

belongings and MOVE them for 

FREE ... ALL IN THE SAME DAY!

FREE MOVE!
978-922-1203

E X C L U S I V E ,  L I M I T E D  T I M E  O F F E R

105 Cherry Hill Drive, Beverly, MA

Call our live-in management team for more details. 

Free move up to $1500. © 2017 HRG

781-639-4759
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”
Geriatric Care Management • Dementia/Alzheimer Care • Home Health Aides

Nursing Care • Medication Management • Assist with bathing/dressing
Meal planning/preparation • Companionship • Transportation

Light cleaning/laundry • Respite Care • Shopping/errands
… and more … from 2 to 24 hours a day

Email: confidentialcare@verizon.net Susan K. Newton, President

THE GABLES OFFERS
• On-site Five Star Wellness & Rehab

• Fine dining prepared daily by our Executive Chef
• Diverse social, educational and cultural programs providing  

mental stimulation and physical exercise through our Lifestyle360 Programming
• Chauffeured transportation to medical appointments, shopping,  

cultural events, restaurants and local places of interest
• Computer center, library, activity center with demonstration kitchen, and bistro

• Spacious apartments, including full-size upgraded kitchens  
with granite countertops and stainless steel appliances

THE GABLES AT WINCHESTERTHE GABLES AT WINCHESTER

Marblehead’s Melissa Kaplowitch, 
a visiting associate professor of psy-
chology at Salem State University, 
has been awarded the university’s 
2017 Distinguished Teaching Award.

The annual award publically 
acknowledges the core mission of 
the university through recognition 
of those faculty members who have 
profoundly inspired and engaged 
students.

“I am truly humbled to be the 
recipient of this award. I could not 
think of a bigger honor than to have 
been nominated by a student and have my teaching recognized by 
my colleagues. I look forward to continuing to inspire my students 
to be the best that they can be,” said Kaplowitch, who has been 
teaching at Salem State for 16 years.

“Salem State’s faculty are committed to excellence in their teach-
ing,” said David Silva, PhD, provost and academic vice president at 
Salem State University. “These awards honor the outstanding work 
of all of our educators, while each year recognizing the specific 
efforts of two faculty members who have gone above and beyond to 
have an impact on their students’ lives.”

As one of Kaplowitch’s students noted: “Melissa is a wonderful 
professor. She has extensive knowledge in the field, and I constantly 
find myself asking her questions about the material, as well as mate-
rial we have yet to discover. She is very quick to respond to emails 
and answers questions fully. She is always checking in to see if there 
are things she needs to work on to better adapt to our learning – she 
certainly deserves this award; she’s definitely the best professor this 
university has.”

Professor Kaplowitch will be presented with her award in 
September, when the university holds its annual convocation.

Kaplowitch named Salem State’s 
Distinguished Teaching Award winner

Melissa Kaplowitch



Se niors
Af for da ble Se nior Hous ing For Over 30 Ye ars

socialactivities•smallpetsoK
Cle an, qui et, Af for da ble.

4 lo CA tions:
danvers•salem

peabody•beverly

EQU AL HOUS ING
OP POR TU N I  TY A POAH Community

Preservation Housing Community Management, LLC

“Having Adult Foster Care has 
helped me to age gracefully at home. 
My daughter is able to care for me 
and we have a compassionate AFC 
team supporting us. My daughter  
no longer has to “skip work” to  
look after me. She receives  
monthly compensation from  
AFC and has less stress!” ~ Katie, Client

978-281-2612  
AdultFosterCareNS.com  

Celebrating 15 Years

Cleverly designed to provide you with maximum space and 
minimum worry, our apartment homes are the epitome of 
affordable one-level living—with convenient amenities and 
services just steps from your door.

Call 1-800-614-6998 
to request a FREE brochure 

and a copy of Brooksby Village Living.

11
94
84
77

North Shore

BrooksbyVillage.com

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246
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Michelle Harris
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

We are moving. Not today, 
not tomorrow, but sometime 
within the next few months, we 
will be saying goodbye to our 
beautiful home on the hill and 
downsizing. 

We are empty nesters. Closer 
to the end of life than the 
beginning. Someday, the old-
est generation in our family 
trees. Unbelievably, a few of our 
friends are already grandpar-
ents. Yet I remember the special 
moniker of the “youngest in the 
office” like it was yesterday. How 
did this happen?

Soon, we will be slashing our 
wardrobes, packing suitcases, 
and paring down our furniture 
collection. Purging our posses-
sions to start our next chapter. 
The kids, for all intents and pur-
poses, have moved out of the 
house, and now, so will we.

I feel a jumble of emotions. 
Sad, excited, wistful, liberated 
... maybe even a touch lonely. 
I often miss the hustle-bustle 
of our old lives: kids coming 
and going, school meetings and 
concerts to attend. I miss seeing 
the parents of my kids’ friends 
out and about, and even at 
times, the chauffeuring, quietly 
eavesdropping on the kids in 
the back seat gossiping or mak-
ing plans. 

But mostly it’s the individual 
moments I remember; those 
days when my girls would run to 
me excitedly, spilling over with 
news about how they got the 
best grade in the class on the big 
geometry test or were chosen 
to sing the national anthem on 
Thanksgiving. I even sometimes 
miss those days when we were a 
busy two-career family, rushing 
from home to work and back 
again to relieve the babysitter. 
Always on the go, always want-
ed or needed by someone.

Jewish memories played a 
central role in our home movie. 
The years of Rekindle Shabbat 
dinners with other Jewish 
families, the beautiful harmo-
nies of Sababa, the teen band 
in which our girls participated, 
and celebrating joyous bat mitz-
vahs. Our daughters learned to 
embrace their Jewish identities 
in this home, as they worked to 
develop their own.

Over our 20 years here, 
my husband and I grew into 
experienced hosts and cooks, 
and warmly welcomed fam-
ily, friends, and guests into our 
home. Our last celebration here, 
a recent Passover Seder, brought 
together grandmas and grand-
pas, aunts and uncles, broth-
ers and sisters, girlfriends and 

boyfriends, and assorted room-
mates into one cacophonous 
group, where we sang, drank, 
and talked our way through a 
very condensed Haggadah. 

Thanksgiving was probably 
the most special gathering. It 
was always “our” holiday. We 
would scurry around the week 
before planning our menu, dol-
ing out cooking assignments, 
and preparing the house for 
company. After the meal, we 
had a unique tradition of sitting 
around the living room listening 
to our family members perform: 
clarinet, piano, voice, cello, vio-
lin, you name it.

This last Thanksgiving was 
one for the ages in our family 
lore. Our Chabad relatives, who 
usually don’t celebrate the holi-
day, caved to the wishes of their 

sons and trekked here from 
Pittsburgh to experience “a real 
Thanksgiving.” They didn’t eat 
our food, which was not strictly 
kosher, but they laughed, talk-
ed, and enjoyed their day right 
along with the rest of us. It was 
magical.    

Our new life will be quieter. 
We will work less and play more, 
with time to travel, develop and 
enjoy hobbies, and relax with 
friends. We will have the TV to 
ourselves, take leisurely strolls 
around the lake, and catch a 
quick movie on a whim. Like 
our parents before us, we will 
be the ones waiting for the kids 
to call, ever careful not to inter-
rupt their busy lives too fre-
quently and “bother” them. We 
will adjust and grow to love it. 

At least that’s what they say.

Empty nesters reluctantly  
spread their wings

Photo by Matt Boehner
Michelle Harris with her husband Richard Sokolow and their daughters  
Amy and Janna Sokolow. 

I often miss the hustle-
bustle of our old lives: 
kids coming and going, 

school meetings and 
concerts to attend.



On Sunday, July 11, AIPAC 
hosts its annual North Shore 
event featuring New York 

Times columnist Bret Stephens. He is 
outspoken in his support for Israel and 
is one of the leading Jewish voices in 
America’s largest newspaper.
A Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist and 
gifted writer, Bret began serving as 

Editor in Chief of The Jerusalem Post when he was 28 and went on 
to be the Deputy Editorial Page Editor of The Wall Street Journal. As 
one reviewer noted: “I challenge you to name another columnist in 
this country who can pack that many insights and ideas, from week 
to week, into 800 words.”
Where: 393 Atlantic Avenue, Marblehead
When: 5:30 p.m. — AIPAC Club member reception
          6:30 p.m. — Program
This is a free event; register today!
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2017 North Shore
AIPAC Annual Event

featuring

New York Times columnist

BRET STEPHENS

SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2017
Program 6:30 p.m.

Dessert Reception 7:30 p.m.

No cost to attend – Registration is required

Temple Emanu-El
393 Atlantic Avenue

Marblehead, Massachusetts

REGISTER ONLINE AT
WWW.AIPAC.ORG/NORTHSHORE2017

For more information, contact Danielle Harsip at 617.399.2554 or dharsip@aipac.org

About Our Speaker
Bret Stephens joined  
The New York Times as 
a columnist and associate 
editor in April 2017.  
Prior to that he had been  
the foreign-affairs columnist 
for The Wall Street Journal, 
as well as the paper’s deputy 
editorial page editor. Still 
prior to that, he was editor-
in-chief of The Jerusalem 
Post, a position he assumed 
in 2002 at the age of 28. 
Bret has won numerous 
awards and distinctions, 
including the 2013 Pulitzer 
Prize for distinguished 
commentary.

Looking Ahead

Calendar continues on page 18

JUNE 2
ONEG HONORING RABBI TALYA Join us for 
Shabbat services followed by an oneg in honor of 
Rabbi Talya Weisbard Shalem to thank her for her 
time at TBI. 7p.m. Temple B’Nai Israel, One Wave 
Ave., Revere. tbirevere.org. 

KABBALAT SHABBAT WITH SPEAKER DR. LEON 
REMIS Take a journey to El Salvador with Dr. 
Leon Remis as he talks about his work with the 
organization ASAPROSAR to help local families 
with visual health. The mission of ASAPROSAR 
is to “Improve the quality of life for the neediest 
families of El Salvador through integration and 
linking of programs to meet the fundamental needs 
of sanitation, environment, education, culture, 
economics and health.” 8 – 10 p.m. To register, 
call t 781-631-2763. Temple Sinai, 1 Community 
Road, Marblehead. Free.

JUNE 4
TEMPLE PICNIC AT CAMP TEL NOAR   invites 
you to Sunset Lake, Hampstead, NH. All ages. 
Bring bathing suits, towels, beach chairs and non-
dairy dish to share. Temple will supply hot dogs, 
hamburgers and condiments. 12 – 4 p.m. RSVP 
mnrl110458@gmail.com. templeemanu-el.org.

AMERICAN JEWISH COMPOSERS FROM 
BERLIN TO DYLAN Temple Sinai of Marblehead 
Presents: a musical journey with the Temple 
Sinai Band exploring artists ranging from classic 
to contemporary. Call the temple office at 781-
631-2763 by May 31. 9 – 11:00 a.m. $10.00 Per 
person

COFFEE MEET-AND-GREET WITH RAV MISHA 
CLEBANER Members and friends are invited to 
meet for coffee with Rav Misha Clebaner, who will 
formally join TBI as its spiritual leader beginning 

in August. 10 a.m. Temple B’Nai Israel, One Wave 
Ave., Revere. tbirevere.org.

2017 Y2I PRE-TRIP MEETING Pre-trip meetings 
are designed to educate teens and parents about 
Israel, enrich the Israel experience, and provide 
social opportunities for teens and parents to get 
to know each other. This meeting is for teens 
only. 2 – 6 p.m. Location to be determined. 
lappinfoundation.org.

NESHAMAH YOGA Refresh and relax with 
Neshamah Yoga, gentle yoga for the soul for men 
and women.  Led by Barbara Younger, certified 
yoga instructor.  Bring a mat, beach towel or 
blanket.  This program is free and open to all.  
RSVPs requested to office@tbabeverly.org. 9 – 10 
a.m. Temple B’Nai Abraham, 200 E Lothrop St, 
Beverly. Free.

JUNE 5
LADIES NIGHT OUT – BINGO 7 – 9 p.m. RSVP 
schappy728@gmail.com. Temple Emanu-El, 393 
Atlantic Ave., Marblehead. emanu-el.org.

JUNE 6
MAH JONGG For all levels of play. Free lessons. 
Cards $9 annually and will be provided. 7 p.m. RSVP 
jfriedman@emanu-el.org. Temple Emanu-El, 393 
Atlantic Ave., Marblehead. emanu-el.org.

JUNE 8
THE BRITISH YIDDISH AND YANKEE DOODLE 
JEW: EXPLORING DIFFERENCES BETWEEN TWO 
CULTURAL TRADITIONS A riveting discussion 
on the differences between American and British 
Jewery with Rabbi Simon Taylor. Includes appetizers 
and beers on the Vilna front plaza. 6 - 7:30 pm. The 
Vilna Shul, 18 Phillips St., Boston. $18.

JUNE 11

JUNE 9
GONE TOO SOON: A MUSICAL SHABBAT Cantor Stephen 
Abramowitz and Rabbi Richard Perlman offer a musical tribute 
to popular singers. 7 p.m. Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody. 978-532-1293 or email office@templenertamid.org. 

Submit your events to: 
calendar@jewishjournal.org



By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

Cantor Elana Rozenfeld 
has been leading the musi-
cally minded Minyan-aires at 
Congregation Shirat Hayam in 
Swampscott since 2011. In addi-
tion to serving as cantor, she 
also works with the Temple’s 
youth chorus and composes 
and arranges her own music. 

On June 25, as part of the 
congregation’s “Song of the Sea 
Soiree,” Rozenfeld will release 
and perform songs from her lat-
est album, “Hallelu!” 

“There are some upbeat 
tracks and there are also some 
more contem-
plative tracks 
that can help 
people listen 
to themselves, 
to relax, to 
look inwards,” 
Rozenfeld said.

From a Sufi 
rendition of 
“Psalm 150” to 
her arrange-
ment of the 
M o u r n e r ’ s 
Kaddish, she 
believes the 
album – and 
upcoming con-
cert – has some-
thing for every-
one.

“The concert will be a mix of 
songs from the album as well 
as other songs, both Jewish and 
secular,” Rozenfeld said, not-
ing that the congregation’s teen 
choir, the Chai Notes, also will 
be featured.

“This concert will be two 
weeks after the Chai Notes and I 
sing the ‘Star-Spangled Banner’ 
at Fenway for Jewish Heritage 
Night [June 13],” she said.

Rozenfeld grew up listen-
ing to Cantor Jacob Ben-Zion 
Mendelson of Temple Israel 
Center in White Plains, N.Y. 
While she was a devoted fan 
of the cantor, she never imag-
ined herself joining him on the 
bimah, at least not when she 
was younger.

After some time spent at 
NYU’s Tisch School for the Arts, 
Rozenfeld enrolled in the Jewish 
Theological Seminary in New 
York. She spent a year in Israel 
studying Hebrew and devel-
oping her musical repertoire, 
and then served as cantor of 
Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim 
in Cranford, N.J., for three years. 
When she graduated from the 
seminary in 2009, she took a 
cantorial post at Manhattan’s 
famed Park Avenue Synagogue.

Though her path to the 
bimah may have started dur-
ing her college years, Rozenfeld 
said her love of music began as 
a toddler.

“I loved music 
from infan-
cy,” she said. 
“Listening to 
music relaxed 
me during bed-
time. It was the 
only way I would 
fall asleep.” 

As the grand-
daughter of a 
composer and 
arranger and a 
relative of pia-
nist and actor 
Oscar Levant, 
Rozenfeld fol-
lowed a family 
tradition pursu-
ing a music 

career that allowed her to 
express her spiritual side.

“My father was … always 
playing “Rhapsody in Blue,” 
and every other Gershwin tune 
you can imagine,” Rozenfeld 
recalled. “At shul, I listened to 
a different kind of music: chaz-
zanut, or chazzunus. My cantor 
was such a master at this style of 
music, and I gravitated toward 
it.”

As a student at a Hebrew day 
school, Rozenfeld had many 
opportunities to practice and 
perform Jewish spiritual music.

“Those moments when 
we sang in front of an audi-
ence were some of the sweet-
est moments of my childhood, 
and the teacher always had my 
undivided attention,” she said.

Jewish Journal Size: 6.1" x 7", 4 color,
Due: 5-31-16

rockportmusic.org :: 978.546.7391

HEAR GREAT MUSIC.

Seaside.
36TH ANNUAL

Rockport Chamber 
Music Festival
June 2-July 9
Brentano Quartet | Handel & Haydn Society  
All-Brahms program with Andrew Rangell, piano
Jupiter Quartet | Russell Sherman, piano
The Boston Camerata | Garrick Ohlsson, piano

And much more!

Brentano Quartet

Maceo Parker

Summer at Rockport
July -September
Folk | Jazz | Pop | World
Jim Messina | The Subdudes | John Pizzarelli
Tamir Hendelman | Doc Severinsen  
Chris Smither | Kingston Trio And much more!

Rockport Jazz Festival
August 6-13
John Pizzarelli | Cécile McLorin Salvant 
Fred Hersch | Diva Jazz Orchestra

Song at the Sea

Party and concert featuring
the release of Hallelu!, 
Cantor Elana’s new album
celebrating the music of 
Congregation Shirat Hayam

Sunday, June 25, 2017

55 Atlantic Avenue
Swampscott, MA

WHEN

WHERE

SAVE THE DATE

SoiréePlease join us at...

Dinner, dessert, drinks, silent auction, and concert  
featuring the release of Hallelu!, Cantor Elana Rozenfeld’s new 
album celebrating the music of Congregation Shirat Hayam.

Sunday, June 25, 2017
55 Atlantic Avenue, Swampscott, MA

Cocktails, Dinner, Concert and Dessert, 6:00 pm, $72 per person, or 
Concert and Dessert only, 7:30 pm, $36 per person

Cocktail attire

For questions call 781.599.8005, or  
email CSH@ShiratHayam.org

Song at the Sea

3

3

3

Register online at ShiratHayam.org/Soiree
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Swampscott cantor to debut 
album at temple’s June 25 
‘Song of the Sea Soiree’

Cantor Elana Rozenfeld

THE JEWISH JOURNAL IS LOOKING FOR  
FULL AND PART-TIME SALES REPS.

If you are well-known on the North Shore, don’t give up easily and would like to have a close-to-home job  
that pays well and allows you to make your own hours, please reach out and learn more.

Contact Dave Kasoff at dave@jewishjournal.org.
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THE HIT MUSICAL COMEDY From the Producers of
MY MOTHER’S ITALIAN MY FATHER’S 

JEWISH & I’M IN THERAPY!

HURRY! FINAL WEEKS!
MUST CLOSE   JUNE 25

“Be Prepared
To Laugh Off

A Few
Pounds!”

 - BroadwayWorld.com

In the same energetic and fun spirit as Menopause The Musical®, 
WaistWatchers The Musical! takes a hilarious and light hearted look at 

four women dealing with food, friendship,  love, life and sex!

REGENT THEATRE  7 Medford Street, Arlington, MA
Box Office: (781) 646-4849 • Groups (12+): 1-888-264-1788

WaistWatchersTheMusical.com

SHOWTIMES: Wed. 2pm, Thu. 2 & 7pm, Fri. 8pm, Sat. 2 & 8pm, Sun. 2pm

The National Touring Production

“THeAudienceEats THe Show Up!”- Miami Herald

TNT INVITES  
PROSPECTIVE  

MEMBERS
TO OUR  
OPEN  

HOUSE  
WEEKEND!

FRIDAY,  
JUNE 9TH –
SUNDAY,
JUNE 11TH

Rabbi Richard Perlman
Cantor Stephen Abramowitz
President, Adele Lubarsky

Beth K. Hoffman, 
Synagogue Administrator

Friday, June 9
“Shabbat Shalom Circle” – 5:00 pm – Children ages 8 and under

BBQ for all – 6:00 PM – Please RSVP to Office
Adult $12      Kids Under 12 $6      Family $36

Prospective Members – No Charge
Friday Evening Service, including a Musical Shabbat 

“Gone Too Soon” led by Cantor Steve & Rabbi Perlman – 7:00 pm

Saturday, June 10
Shabbat Service – 9:30 am – Followed by a Kiddush Lunch and  

discussion led by Rabbi Richard Perlman

Sunday, June 11
Morning Minyan – 9:00 am

Breakfast – please RSVP to office
$5 Per Person      Prospective Members – No Charge

Discussion by Rabbi Perlman 
“Decision Making During Delicate & Sensitive Life Cycle Events”

RSVP for all events – Monday, June 5

TEMPLE NER TAMID
368 Lowell Street

Peabody, MA 01960

978-532-1293
office@templenertamid.org
www.templenertamid.org
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JUNE 9
YOUNG FAMILY SHABBAT Friday night Shabbat service, songs, dinner and dessert 
for young families. All are welcome. Sponsored by the JCCNS, Temple Sinai and the 
Lappin Foundation. Free. 5 - 6:30 p.m. Temple Sinai, 1 Community Rd., Marblehead. 
templesinaiweb.org.

PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT SHALOM CIRCLE Children, ages 8 and younger, including 
babies, parents, grandparents and friends, are invited to welcome in Shabbat with 
Shabbat stories, songs, friendship, and a free dinner. RSVPs requested to Phyllis 
Osher at 978-740-4404 or email posher@lappinfoundation.org. Walk-ins welcome! 
5 – 6 p.m. Temple Ner Tamid of the North Shore, 368 Lowell St., Peabody. 
templenertamid.org.

SOUL FOOD FRIDAY An engaging, musical, upbeat Kabbalat 
Shabbat service for people in their 20s and 30s. 7 – 10 p.m. Temple 
Israel, 477 Longwood Avenue, Boston. Free.

JUNE 10
2017 ADL PRIDE MARCH March behind the New England Anti-Defamation League 
banner at the Boston Pride Parade. All are welcome to join us as we celebrate pride, 
inclusion, and fight to secure justice and fair treatment for all. 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Copley Square, 560 Boylston St., Boston. Free.

JUNE11

CELEBRATE ISRAEL FESTIVAL A community celebration of Israel’s 
independence! Experience Jerusalem’s exciting mix of ancient and 
modern, right here in Boston. Place a note in the Kotel, find a surprise 
in the Machane Yehuda “shuk” and get a taste of kibbutz life; see 
robotic technology in action, visit the Knesset and much more! 2 - 6 
p.m. The Arsenal Mall, 485 Arsenal St., Watertown.  $20.00 per 
family until June 8; $25.00 per family after June 8 and at door.

NATURE WALK  Led by ecologist and author Tom Wessels and Rabbi Natan 
Margalit. Meet at the temple at 12-12:15 p.m. We will go together to Ravenswood 
for a walk and then return to the temple by 2:15 p.m. for refreshments and 
to continue the discussion. Temple Ahavat Achim, 86 Middle St., Gloucester. 
Taagloucester.org.

JUNE 14
YACHAD NORTH SHORE CONNECTIONS Exciting activities in a fun, inclusive 
environment.  Have an amazing time while hanging out with your friends and 
making new friends, while enjoying games, art projects, music, and much more! 
16-plus. 7 – 8:15 p.m. Jewish Community Center of the North Shore, 4 Community 
Road, Marblehead. Free.

JUNE 15
MARTHA GRAHAM CRACKER: THINGS AREN’T ALWAYS WHAT THEY SEEM 
Martha Graham Cracker is considered Philadelphia’s best cabaret performer. Created 
by Dito van Reigersberg, Martha is a powerful cabaret singer, comedian, and 
entertainer. Martha and her band will provide a marvelous and moving evening of 
song. Martha was a year-long artist-in-residence at the National Jewish Museum 
and has performed at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, Joe’s Pub in NYC, L’Etage, 
and elsewhere. 7:30 - 9:30 pm. Oberon, 2 Arrow St., Cambridge. $25.00 Reserved 
seating.

JUNE 16-17
WEEKEND SHABBAT With Elliot Vaisrub Glassenberg, BINA Secular Yeshiva, Tel 
Aviv. Temple Ahavat Achim, 86 Middle St., Gloucester. Taagloucester.org.

SHABBAT ON THE BEACH Presented by Temple B’Nai Israel, Rrevere. Meet at Eliot 
Circle for a Shabbat service on Revere Beach, followed by a casual potluck oneg 
immediately following the service. There are benches, but bring a chair if you know 
you will need to sit. Bring a pareve or dairy snack or dessert to share (cookies, pita 
chips, fruit, etc.). 7 p.m.  tbirevere.org.

calendar continues on page 18

THE JEWISH JOURNAL IS LOOKING FOR FULL AND PART-TIME SALES REPS.
If you are well-known on the North Shore, don’t give up easily and would like to have a 

close-to-home job that pays well and allows you to make your  own hours, 
please reach out and learn more

Contact COO David Kasoff at  david@jewishjournal.org.



By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Jason Robert Brown is fasci-
nated by conflicted identities.

The acclaimed Jewish com-
poser won a Tony Award for best 
score focusing on the proud-
ly Southern yet unabashedly 
Jewish wife of framed husband 
Leo Frank in the haunting 1999 
musical, “Parade.” In a 2007 
show appropriately entitled 
“13,” Brown put songs to the 
evolving identity of a young 
New Yorker celebrating his bar 
mitzvah in the Midwest. 

In 2014, he picked up a sec-
ond Tony for “The Bridges of 
Madison County,” a musical 
adaptation that vividly looks at 
the back story of farmer’s wife 
Francesca, living in Winterset, 
Iowa, but recalling her roots 
growing up in Italy during a 
1960s romance with traveling 
photographer Robert Kincaid. 

Based on the Robert James 
Waller bestseller, it also was 
adapted for the big screen in 
1995, starring Meryl Streep and 
Clint Eastwood.

The SpeakEasy Stage 
Company’s production of the 
play is at the Boston Center for 
the Arts  through June 3.  

Written for the stage by 
Marsha Norman (“The Color 
Purple”), “Bridges” finds 
Francesca walking an emotion-
al tightrope as she tried to bal-
ance her new romance with her 
commitment to family. Fittingly, 
Brown’s songs carry the heart 
of that conflict, even when 
Norman’s words understate it. 

M. Bevin O’Gara’s strong ten-
derly direction, along with per-
formances by Jennifer Ellis as 
Francesca and Christiaan Smith 
as Robert, give full expression 
to the show’s emotional whirl-
wind.

Ellis and Smith display real 
chemistry during each ren-
dezvous. Ellis wisely under-
states Francesca’s accent as an 
Italian-American who immi-
grated to Iowa after World War 
II. Her moving narrative about 
her Italian former boyfriend, 

Paolo, and her impulsive sis-
ter makes the standout song, 
“Almost Real,” a high point. She  
stunningly captures Francesca’s 
deep inner life, her passion for 
Robert, and her undying devo-
tion to her family.

Smith proves both sensitive 
and strong as a good-looking, 
confident man with articulate 
views. He moves with ease as 
a photographer taking shots of 
a bridge. Possessing a deeply 
resonant voice and rich tone, 
he captures Robert’s enduring 
feelings for Francesca on the 
late second act solo, “It All Fades 
Away.” His duets with Ellis are 
equally remarkable, notably on 
the first act-closing, “Falling 
into You.”  

“Bridges” admittedly makes 
fewer demands on its support-
ing cast as its farming scenes 
prove relative afterthoughts and 
the second act at the Indiana 
State Fair is mildly diverting, 
Misha Shields’ lively choreogra-
phy here notwithstanding. Even 
so, Christopher Chew tries in 

his considerable way to make 
Francesca’s relatively conven-
tional but essentially worthy 
husband, Bud, more than a 
type, particularly as he brings 
feeling to his solo, “Something 
From a Dream.” 

Most appealing among the 
featured players are Kerry A. 
Dowling as Francesca’s remark-
ably loyal and nonjudgmen-
tal neighbor, Marge, and Will 
McGarrahan as Marge’s non-
chalant yet philosophical hus-
band, Charlie. Katie Elinoff as 
Francesca’s daughter Carolyn 
has the right combination of 
tenacity about farming and vul-
nerability as a young woman. 
Nick Siccone makes son Michael 
properly unpredictable at the 
fair and singular in his career 
views.  

Call “The Bridges of Madison 
County” an unusual triumph 
for SpeakEasy Stage.  Thanks 
to inspired design and the 
shimmering Ellis and Smith, 
the answer is stunning visu-
als and a pair of musical leads 
unmatched thus far this year 
and soaring in Brown’s stirringly 
beautiful score.

“The Bridges of Madison 
County.” SpeakEasy Stage 
Company, Roberts Theatre, 
Calderwood Pavilion, Boston 
Center for the Arts. Through 
June 3. Call 617-933-8600 or 
visit bostontheatrescene.com.  

978-750-0100
Mon-Sat: 6am - 9pm  ~  Sunday: 6am - 8pm

expires July 31, 2017

Week of Friday, June 2 through Thursday, June 8, 2017

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

WONDER WOMAN (PG-13) 
Fri: 7:00 PM • Sat & Sun: (12:30), 7:00 • Mon - Thu: 7:00 PM

WONDER WOMAN 3D (PG-13) 
Fri & Sat: (4:00), 10:00 • Sun - Thu: (4:00 PM)

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MEN TELL NO TALES (PG-13) 
Fri: (4:30), 7:15, 9:50 • Sat: (11:00 AM), (1:45), (4:30), 7:15, 9:50
Sun: (11:00 AM), (1:45), (4:30), 7:15 • Mon - Thu: (4:30), 7:15

GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY VOL. 2 (PG-13) 
Fri: (3:45), 6:45, 9:45 • Sat: (12:00), (3:45), 6:45, 9:45
Sun: (12:00), (3:45), 6:45 • Mon - Thu: (4:05), 6:45

THE LOVERS (R) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat screening room
Fri: 7:20, 9:15 • Sat: (12:15), (2:45), (4:40), 7:20, 9:15
Sun: (12:15), (2:45), (4:40), 7:20 • Mon - Thu: (4:40), 7:20

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat screening room
Fri: 6:30 PM • Sat & Sun: 2:00, 6:30 • Mon - Thu: 6:30 PM

Visit our website 
for other showtimes

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

coolcityentertainment.com
chris@coolcityentertainment.com

978.853.7755

COOLCITYENTERTAINMENT DJ SERVICECOOLCITYENTERTAINMENT DJ SERVICE
THE BEST VALUE  
WEDDINGS & MITZVAHS  
DJ’S & UPLIGHTING

154 Atlantic Avenue
Marblehead, MA 01945

1-800-432-0304  • 1-781-631-0303

Stowaway Sweets

Candy for  
All Occasions!

AMEX        DISCOVER        MC        VISA
617-738-3354

michaelsdelibrookline.com

256 Harvard St., Brookline

60 Canterbury St., Andover, MA 01810
Visit our new website: 

www.andovercountryclub.com
978.475.1263

Wedding Receptions
Family Celebrations  
Corporate Events
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

Golf Outings • Pool & Tennis Club

Event 
Planning

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

TO ADVERTISE, CONTACT LOIS: LOIS@JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG OR CALL 978-745-4111

Party Planning
At Its Best…
InvItatIons, table lInens 
& Much, Much More
Complimentary Consultation 
by Appointment

781-631-6603
eltouch@pgcomptech.com

Donna Kagan’s

Elegant Touch
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Brown’s lush score makes Boston production 
of ‘The Bridges of Madison County’ sing

The SpeakEasy Stage Company Hub production of “The Bridges of 
Madison County” runs until June 3. 

Call “The Bridges of 
Madison County” an 
unusual triumph for 
SpeakEasy Stage.

Journalists needed for 
The Jewish Journal 

Email Steven A. Rosenberg at
rosenberg@jewishjournal.org
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REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com 2/17

ORTHODONTIST

10/17

Weaver OrthOdOntics
Orthodontics for Adults, Adolescents and Children

PERSONAL TRAINING & NUTRITIONAL COACHING

4/17

www.embodymentrx.com
matt@embodymentrx.com

(781) 710-2131
FREE Consultation!

EMBODYMENT RX
Making it Simple to Lose Weight  
And Increase Energy Through  
Proper Exercise and Nutrition

HEARING

2/17

Doctor Trusted, Patient Voted #1
600 Loring Avenue, Salem, MA

978-607-0062 • renewhearing.net

Personalized home care services 
from 1-hour a week to 24-hrs a day

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

781-245-1880  abchhp.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

1/18

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

LASER DENTISTRY

6/17

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300 • Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com • hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

HEALTH SERVICES

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored 11/17

PRIVATE DUTY CARE	
	

	

	
	
	
	

Concierge Level Home Care 
	
	

Case	Management	
Medical	Escort	

	

Memory	Care	•	Personal	Care	
	

Meticulous	Staff	Selection	
Companions	•	Home	Health	Aides	

LPNs	•	RNs	
	

Providing	Up	to	24/7	Care	
	

Fully	Bonded	and	Insured	
	

8	Cherry	Street	•	Danvers,	MA	01923	
978-500-5161	

AberdeenHomeCareInc.com	
	

Specializing in Private Duty Home Care Since 2001 

	

9/17

ELDER SERVICES

10/17

Serving Danvers, Marblehead, Salem,  
Middleton & Peabody Since 1976 

978-750-4540     www.nselder.org 

Information, Support & Services for  
our local area older adults 

•
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ONGOING
ADULT MASTER SWIM TEAM Mondays, 5:30-7 
a.m.; Thursdays, 5:30-7 a.m.; Saturdays, 7-8 a.m. 
JCCNS; 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

MONDAYS 
Senior Jazz Hour and Lunch! All Seniors are 
welcome to enjoy a live performance by the Insight 
Band and share a delicious complimentary lunch at 
the JCCNS. Contact Karen Bar-Or at 781-476-9902 
or kbar-or@jccns.com. First Monday of each month. 
Free. 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

PJ LIBRARY MOVIN’ & GROOVIN’ WITH PHYLLIS 
EIDELMAN. Toddlers and their parents/caretakers 
are invited to enjoy stories, songs, creative 
movement, snacks and playtime on Monday 
mornings. PJ Library Movin’ & Groovin’ with Phyllis 
Eidelman is a free program of the Lappin Foundation, 
in partnership with Cohen Hillel Academy. 10:15-11 
a.m. Cohen Hillel Academy, 6 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

TUESDAYS
NEW PARENT SUPPORT GROUP. This group 
provides a safe and nurturing space for parents to 
explore what works best for them, their babies, 
and their families. Mothers and/or fathers with 

their babies (birth to age one) can give and receive 
support, ask questions. Open to all faiths, races, 
and sexual orientation. Registration is NOT required 
and is free to attend. 10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Free. 
JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

PAPERBACK JUKEBOX (AT ABBOT LIBRARY) 
10:15–11 a.m. Join Temple Emanu-El for a musical 
story hour designed especially for children 5 and 
under and their families. Abbot Public Library, 235 
Pleasant Street, Marblehead. 

WEDNESDAYS
KNITTING KNIGHTS! 7:30–9 p.m. Join the JCCNS 
for casual evenings of knitting and chat. Every first 
Wednesday of the Month. Open to all ages! JCCNS, 
4 Community Road, Marblehead. Free. RSMP 
sewing@jccns.com. 

THURSDAYS
ME’AH SELECT at JCCNS Fateful Encounter: 
Relations between Jews and Muslims in the 
Medieval and Modern Islamic World. Jacob Meskin, 
Ph.D. Contact Sara Ewing at 781-476-9913 or 
ewing@jccns.com. $50. 

SPEAK UP with Toastmasters. 1st and 3rd 
Thursday nights of every month. 7:00-8:30 p.m. at 
the JCCNS. Do you get nervous when you have to 
speak in public? Whether you’re called upon to give 

a business presentation, propose a wedding toast, 
the JCCNS Toastmasters Club can help you address 
any situation with confidence. Must be 18 or older. 
Contact Tom Cheatham at 781-476-9905; email 
tcheatham@jccns.com, jccns.toastmastersclubs.
org. JCCNS; 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

FRIDAYS 

PJ LIBRARY WEEKLY DROP-IN PLAYGROUP. 
Geared for ages 0-3 years, with adult. Fun, weekly 
playtime. Enjoy stories, songs, activities and free 
play with other families. Wind down with a warm 
and interactive welcome to Shabbat. Contact 
earlyparenting@jccgb.org or 617-558-6485. 9:30-
11:00 a.m. Leventhal-Sidman Center, 333 Nahanton 
St., Newton.

SENIOR LUNCH AND LEARN Seniors are invited 
to participate in a class or enjoy a guest speaker on 
the third Friday of each month and stay to socialize 
over lunch! Register in advance by calling 781-631-
8330. 11:00 am - 12:30 pm. Jewish Community 
Center of the North Shore, Marblehead

SATURDAYS 
TORAH STUDY. 9-10 a.m. Temple Emanu-El invites 
everybody to lay-led Torah Study. The first Shabbat 
of every month is led by Rabbi Meyer. Temple 
Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic Avenue, Marblehead, 781-
631-9300.



Joseph David Broudo, of 
Beverly, died peacefully on May 
23, 2017, at 5 Gary Ave., Beverly, 
his home of over 60 years, sur-
rounded by his family. He was 
the adored and adoring husband 
of Barbara Fitzgerald Broudo for 
53 years, and the loving father of 
Lonna Susan Baum of Livonia, 
Mich., and Robert Jeffrey Broudo 
of Beverly. 

Born in Baltimore, Md., in 
1920, and living in Philadelphia, 
New York City, and Gloversville, 
N.Y., Broudo was the son of Wolf 
Broudo and Sarah Broudo of 
Vilnius, Lithuania. He graduated 
from Alfred University in New 
York State in 1946 and imme-
diately moved to Beverly to 
become the Director of the Art 
Department at Endicott College. 
While at Endicott, he earned his 
Master’s Degree from Boston 
University.

David served in the US Army 
during WWII as an instructor in 
the Army Corps of Engineers, 
and later at Curtis Wright in 
Buffalo, N.Y., inspecting aircraft 
for the war effort. David found it 
amusing that his background in 
art and drafting made him a top 
prospect for inspecting aircraft!

David was married to Beatrice 
Tuchin, mother of Lonna and 
Robert, who died of cancer in 
1962 following several years of 
illness, during which time he 
provided strength, stability, and 
comfort to his family.

David’s passion was his fam-
ily, and his obsession was teach-
ing and producing art. He was a 

ceramist, oil painter, watercolor-
ist, enamelist and professor, and 
was most at home when blend-
ing his talents for teaching and 
creating. As he stated, “I love art. 
I love teaching art. I love produc-
ing art. I have spent my life con-
veying this love to my students.” 
For David, teaching was an act 
of pure faith, for the instructor is 
uncertain of making a difference. 
David, indeed made a difference 
and was awarded the Excellence 
in Teaching Award two times by 
Endicott College.

David was deeply involved in 
his community, teaching night 
classes at the YMCA and paint-
ing courses during the summer, 
playing for the Jewish War Vets 
Softball Team, participating 
in the Guild of Beverly Artists, 
and being involved with many 
other activities. He was also a 
member of the American Crafts 

Council and Chair of two of 
their National Crafts Fairs, and 
a Board Member of the Mass. 
Association of Craftsman and 
the Boston Society of Arts and 
Crafts. He is listed in multiple 
Who’s Who publications and 
was selected to appear in the 
Bicentennial memorial edition 
of “Community Leaders and 
Noteworthy Americans.”

David’s artwork received 
international attention with 
ceramic pieces on display in Italy 
and New Delhi. He also contrib-
uted to the grand prize winning 
United States entry in an inter-
national exhibit in Belgium, and 
had his work selected to show in 
the New York World’s Fair in 1964 
and 1965. His work is represent-
ed in permanent collections at 
Mills College in California, at the 
University of Iowa, and in pri-
vate collections throughout the 
United States, Europe and Japan, 
and was displayed in galleries 
throughout the United States.

Originally a fan of the New 
York Yankees, David became a 
loyal Red Sox supporter, was an 
outstanding track star in high 
school and college, an avid read-
er and gardener (tomatoes!). He 
loved dogs and a wide range of 
music including Paul Robeson, 
The Ink spots, Beethoven and 
Rachmaninoff. He was often 
heard saying, “Be content with 
contentment,” which he was.

He is survived by his wife, 
Barbara, two children, Lonna 
and Robert, a son-in-law, Alan, 
a daughter-in-law, Maida, six 

grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.

Arrangements were handled 
by Campbell Funeral Home, 
525 Cabot St., Beverly. Burial 
will be private. In lieu of flow-
ers or gifts, donations may be 
made in his memory to the J. 
David Broudo Scholarship 
Fund at Endicott College, c/o 
Institutional Advancement, 376 
Hale St., Beverly, MA 01915, or 
to Alfred University, 1 Saxon Dr., 
Alfred, NY 14802. Information 
and condolences at www.camp-
bellfuneral.com.

Two convenient locations servicing families throughout Greater Boston,  
North Shore, South Shore, Sharon Memorial Park and MetroWest.

Slotnick Monuments
232 Fuller Street, Everett, MA 02149
617-387-3980
Production facility / Sales office / Outdoor display 
Full service drafting and sandblasting shop

Slotnick’s MetroWest Monuments
5 Edgell Road, Suite 1
Framingham Centre, MA 01701
508-872-1400
Corporate office / Sales office / Indoor display

SC
Memorial Group

Est. 1910

Drive carefully…
               We can wait.

www.scsmg.net

Family-owned and operated since 1933

www.maplehi l lcemetery.com
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Susan Bell Reed, an award-
winning advertising copywriter, 
award-winning television pro-
ducer, and holder of a Harvard 
degree in Middle East studies, 
passed away after a short illness 
on May 22, 2017.

A North Shore native, she was 
educated at Vassar, Emerson 
College and Harvard University, 
where she graduated first in her 
class, cum laude, with a degree 
in Middle Eastern Studies. Her 
career in advertising included 
stints at prominent agencies and 
television stations, concentrat-
ing on campaign creative and 
production. At the age of 30, she 
shifted her career to documenta-
ry film and television. Her televi-
sion projects included hour-long 
documentaries on the history of 
television, a behind-the-scenes 
look at the adventure-education 
organization, Outward Bound, a 
docudrama telling of a landmark 
right-to-die case, a portrait of 
Soviet dissident Andrei Sakharov 
and his family at the end of the 
Cold War, and a forward-looking 
exploration of the future of com-
munication technology hosted 
by William Shatner. Her inde-
pendent documentary about 
Washington DC debutantes, 
“Coming Out,” screened at the 
Sundance Film Festival and was 
later aired by PBS television. She 
was a multi-Emmy award win-
ner.

During the years of her televi-
sion career, she traveled exten-
sively to Europe, the Middle 
East, and repeatedly to Israel. 
It was on one of her earlier 
Israel visits that she heard the 
story of a British Army officer 
who served during the British 
Mandate Period in the 1930s, 
and was regarded by Israelis as 
the “Lawrence of Arabia of the 
Jews.” It was then that she began 
researching the life story of Orde 
Charles Wingate and his role in 
the formation of the first Jewish 
army in two thousand years. 
This became the subject of her 
first non-fiction book.

Susan was an avid member 
of Yogaforhealth, she worked 
out regularly with her friend 
and personal trainer, Shari 
Berkal, and her 100-lb. frame 
could press 85% of her own body 
weight, much to her delight.

She was devoted to her hus-
band of 36 years, Ted Reed 
of Gloucester, and her loyal 
dogs and cats. In addition to 
her husband, she is survived 
by her mother Lois Strome of 
Marblehead and her nephew 
Adam Strome. She was pre-
deceased by her father Philip 
Strome and her brother Randall.

Services were held on May 26 
at Mt. Jacob Cemetery in West 
Gloucester. In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that contribu-
tions be made to Friends of the 
IDF (www.fidf.org).

Susan Bell Reed,  
of Gloucester

Honor your friend  
or loved one  

with a donation to  
the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of Jewish life  

in our communities.

LEGACY

OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief 
obituaries for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 250 words, “In 
Memoriam,” cost $100; longer 
submissions will be charged 
accordingly. Photographs cost 
$25. For further information, 
contact your local funeral home; 
call Andrew at the Jewish Journal 
at 978-745-4111 x174; or email 
andrew@jewishjournal.org.

Joseph David Broudo, of Beverly

More obituaries on page 22



By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

For over 50 years, Peter 
Yarrow has been on the 
forefront of the cultural 

and musical zeitgeist. 
As a member of seminal trio 

Peter, Paul and Mary, Yarrow 
put America’s mind to music 
through such songs as “If I Had 
a Hammer,” “Puff (The Magic 
Dragon),” and Bob Dylan’s 
“Blowin’ in the Wind.” As a solo 
artist, Yarrow has continued to 
use music as a powerful tool, 
not just for entertainment, but 
for engagement and enrich-
ment as well. From his popular 
series of children’s books to his 
work with Operation Respect 
(www.operationrespect.org), he 
has brought music and hope 
to children and families around 
the world, including in Israel, 
where he recently traveled with 
40 other songwriters as part of a 
program that was developed by 
Seeds of Peace.

On July 15, Yarrow will come 

to the Cabot in Beverly with 
long-time companion Noel Paul 
Stookey (the “Paul” in Peter, 
Paul and Mary) for a night of 
music and messages.

As he celebrated his 79th 
birthday, Yarrow took a moment 
to reflect on his life and legacy.

“My health is very good,” he 
smiled, “but the world is in des-
perate shape.”

Having ben raised with the 
values of Tikkun Olam (“repair 
of the world”), Yarrow considers 
himself to have “a deep sense of 
responsibility” when it comes 
to dealing with the state of the 
world as he and so many others 
see it.

“I am active in doing a num-
ber of things that I think could 
be significant,” he says, men-
tioning his continuing work 
with Operation Respect, Seeds 
of Peace, and a new documenta-
ry he is working on that depicts 
a bipartisan group he recently 
helped organize in hopes of 
looking at and effectively deal-
ing with the different opinions 

that appear to be tearing our 
nation and our world apart.

“The great danger in America 
is the division,” Yarrow main-
tains, observing that while we 
have been through “bitter” elec-
tions before, the difference is 
that, in the past, people did not 
hate and fear each other as they 
appear to do now.

“It is reminiscent of the situ-
ation that preceded the fascism 
that came to Germany and Italy,” 
he warned. “Then it was Jews 
and gays and Gypsies. Now it 
is Muslims and immigrants.” In 
addition to being uncomfort-
able, Yarrow suggests that divi-
sion among people makes them 
less able to confront what are 
truly common foes.

“People are horrifically divid-
ed,” he reiterated, “and we will 
not be able to stand together 
if something dangerous comes 
our way. That’s the handwriting 
on the wall.”

In an effort to stem the tide, 

Yarrow helped bring together 
Trump and Clinton supporters 
in a dialogue. The results (which 
he hopes to be able to share 
through the finished documen-
tary in the near future) were, he 
said, stunning.

“Over a period of three days, 
with 13 hours of guided inter-
actions each day, [the people] 
found that, when they had a 
vehicle for talking to each other 
civilly, the stereotypes that 
they held of each other were 
negated,” said Yarrow, who is 
currently working to replicate it 
elsewhere.

“When I saw the result of 
that first gathering,” he recalled, 
“I saw that we needed to do it 
again.”

From his beloved Rotary Club 
to libraries across the nation, 
Yarrow is promoting his sum-
mit in a one-day format that he 
hopes will grow and spread like 
the hate and fear it is trying to 
combat.

“If we could have literally 
thousands of them,” he muses, 
“it could develop a certain 
momentum.” So while music 
may be the tool for which he is 
best known, Yarrow maintains 
that, like his hero Peter Seeger’s 
famous banjo (which claimed 
to “surround hate and force it 
to surrender”), the music is but 
one tool.

When asked how he chooses 
his tools for each given perfor-
mance, Yarrow replies that the 
music is “secondary to the orga-
nizing” and that the venue often 
suggests the repertoire.

“My life has been devoted 
always in the sense that there 
is a path that was hewn by Pete 
Seeger with Peter, Paul and 
Mary following,” he suggested.

Peter Yarrow and Noel Paul 
Stookey at The Cabot Theatre 
(286 Cabot Street, Beverly, 
Saturday, July 15, 8:00 p.m. Visit 
thecabot.org.
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Temples are listed 
alphabetically, by city.

CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF MERRIMACK 
VALLEY, 310 North Main St., Andover. 
Rabbi Asher Bronstein. Friday night, 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Chabad of North 
Andover branch, Rabbi Zalman 
Borenstein. Visit chabadmv.com. 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL OF 
ANDOVER has relocated and can 
be found at CONGREGATION BETH 
ISRAEL OF THE MERRIMACK VALLEY, 
2 Riverwalk, 360 Merrimack St., Bldg. 
5, Entry F, Third Floor, Lawrence. 978-
474-0540, email office@BethIsraelMV.
org or visit BethIsraelMV.org. Rabbi 
Howard Mandell. Friday night services, 
musical Shabbat with dinner twice a 
month. Visit bethisraelmv.org.

TEMPLE EMANUEL ANDOVER, 
7 Haggetts Pond Road, Andover. Rabbi 
Robert Goldstein; Cantor Idan Irelander. 
Friday 7 p.m., Saturday minyan at  
9 a.m. Visit templeemanuel.net. 

TEMPLE B’NAI ABRAHAM, 
200 East Lothrop St., Beverly. Rabbi 
Alison Adler. Friday, 7 p.m.; Saturday, 9 
a.m. Visit tbabeverly.org. 

TEMPLE SHALOM EMETH,  
16 Lexington St., Burlington.  
Rabbi Susan Abramson. Shabbat 
services Friday, 7:45 p.m.; Saturday 
morning monthly, 10:30 a.m. Visit 
Shalom-emeth.org. 781-272-2351.

CONGREGATION AGUDAS SHOLOM, 
145 Walnut St., Chelsea. Rabbi Lila 
Kagedan. Services occasionally. Visit 
Facebook.com/walnutstreetsynagogue.

CONGREGATION SHALOM, 87 
Richardson Rd., Chelmsford. Rabbi 
Shoshana Perry. Friday night services 
at 6, 7, or 8 p.m. (time determined 
by variant for that week), Friday Tot 
Shabbats at 6:15 p.m. once a month. 
Visit congregationshalom.org 

TEMPLE EMMANUEL CHELSEA,  
60 Tudor St., Chelsea. Rabbi/Cantor 
Oksana Chapman. Friday night, twice a 
month, first and third Fridays. Call 617-
889-1736.

TEMPLE AHAVAT ACHIM, 86 Middle 
St., Gloucester. Rabbi Steven Lewis; 
no cantor. Friday night services, first 
Friday of every month; every Saturday 
at 9 a.m. Call 978-281-0739. Visit 
Taagloucester.org. 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL HAVERHILL, 
514 Main St., Haverhill. Rabbi Ira L. 
Korinow; Cantor Mindy Harris. Services 
every Saturday morning at 9:30 a.m.; 
special Friday night services at 7 p.m. 
Visit TempleEmanu-el.org.

TEMPLE EMANUEL OF MERRIMACK 
VALLEY, 101 West Forest St., Lowell. 
Rabbi Robin Sparr. Friday night 
services September-June, at 7:30 p.m. 
Visit temv.org. 

MONTEFIORE SYNAGOGUE, 460 
Westford St., Lowell. No rabbi or 
cantor; lay leader only. Friday night 
services at sundown, held at the 
Synagogue Shteibel; Saturday morning 
at 9:15 at the shul. Visit montefiore.
torah.org. 

CONGREGATION AHABAT SHOLOM, 
Lynn, 151 Ocean St., Lynn. Currently 
Rabbi Yossi Lipsker, CHABAD OF THE 
NORTH SHORE. All services at Chabad 
of the North Shore, 44 Burrill St., 
Swampscott. 

CONGREGATION AGUDAS ACHIM-
EZRATH ISRAEL, 245 Bryant St., 
Malden. Rabbi David Kudan; Cantor 
Wayne Freedman. Saturday services  
at 9:30 a.m. followed by Kiddush.  
Visit aa-ei.org.  

TEMPLE EMANU-EL, 393 Atlantic Ave., 
Marblehead. Rabbi David Meyer; music 
specialist Jon Nelson. Friday night 
services 6 p.m. Visit emanu-el.org. 

TEMPLE SINAI, 1 Community 
Rd., Marblehead. Rabbi David 
Cohen-Henriquez; Cantor David 
Aronson. Friday night at 6 p.m. Visit 
templesinaiweb.org. 

TEMPLE SHALOM OF MEDFORD, 
William and Charlotte Bloomberg 
Community Center, 475 Winthrop St., 
Medford. Rabbi Braham David, Cantor 

Howard Stern. Friday night services at 
7:30 p.m., followed by oneg shabbat; 
Saturday morning at 10 a.m., followed 
by kiddush lunch. Visit 
templeshalommedford.org. 

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM, 21 East 
Foster St., Melrose. Rabbi Arnold M. 
Fertig. Visit tbsma.org.

CONGREGATION AHAVAS ACHIM,  
53½ Washington St., Newburyport. 
Rabbi Avi Poupko. No cantor, services 
Saturday morning at 9. All are 
welcome. Visit Caanewburyport.org.

CONGREGATION SHALOM,  
87 Richardson Road, North Chelmsford. 
Rabbi Shoshana Perry; cantorial soloist 
Jodi Blankstein. Friday at 8 p.m. Visit 
congregationshalom.org.

CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF PEABODY,  
682 Lowell St., Peabody. Rabbi 
Nechemia and Raizel Schusterman. For 
schedule of services and events, visit 
JewishPeabody.com.

CONGREGATION SONS OF ISRAEL, 
Park and Spring Streets, Peabody. 
Spiritual leader Seth Landau; ritual 
director, Richard Dinkin. First Friday 
monthly, at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 
Sunday, at 9 a.m. Visit peabodyshul.
org. 

CONGREGATION TIFERETH ISRAEL, 
8 Pierpont St., Peabody. No rabbi or 
cantor; services led by shul president 
Elliot Hershoff and soloist Joanne 
Pressman. Friday services once a 
month. 978-531-7309. 

TEMPLE TIFERET SHALOM, 489 Lowell 
St., Peabody. Rabbi David Kudan; 
Cantor Rosalie Toubes; Music Director 
Bryna Tabasky. Friday night at 7:00 
p.m. unless stated otherwise. Every 
Saturday morning, service and Torah 
Study at 9:30 a.m. 978-535-2100. 

TEMPLE NER TAMID, 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody. Rabbi Richard Perlman. 
Cantor Stephen Abramowitz. Friday 
night at 8 p.m., unless other wise 
stated. Evening Minyans Sunday-
Thursday 7:30 p.m. Morning Minyans 

Saturday 9:30 a.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
Visit templenertamid.org. 

TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL REVERE,  
1 Wave Ave., Revere. Rabbi Talya 
Weisbard Shalem; Cantor Lois Welber. 
Friday night services 8 p.m. unless 
stated otherwise. Visit tbirevere.org.

CONGREGATION AHAVAS SHOLOM, 
343 Central St., Saugus. Cantor Joel 
Davidson, High Holidays only; learned 
fellow, Michael Simons. Friday night 
services, once a month, second Friday 
of the month. 781-231-3562.

CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF THE NORTH 
SHORE, 44 Burrill Street, Swampscott. 
Rabbi Yossi Lipsker and Layah Lipsker. 
Rabbi Shmaya Friedman. 781-581-
3833. Visit nsjewish.com.

CONGREGATION SHIRAT HAYAM,  
55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott. Rabbi 
Michael Ragozin; Cantor Elana 
Rozenfeld. Friday night at 6 p.m. 
Saturday services. Visit shirathayam.
org. 

TEMPLE EMMANUEL, 120 Chestnut 
St., Wakefield. Rabbi Greg Hersh. 
Friday night services, second 
and fourth Friday at 7:30 p.m.; 
Saturday morning services, first and 
third Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. Visit 
wakefieldtemple.org.

TEMPLE TIFERETH ISRAEL WINTHROP, 
93 Veterans Rd., Winthrop. Rabbi 
Moshe Givental; Cantor Craig Mael. 
Saturday services at 9:30, followed by 
a kiddush. Sunday services at 8:30, 
followed by a breakfast. Friday night 
services once a month. Visit Jewish-
Winthrop.org or call 617-846-1390.

WALNUT STREET SYNAGOGUE, 145 
Walnut St, Chelsea. Rabbi Lila Kagedan. 
The Walnut Street Synagogue is 
the inclusive and diverse home of 
CONGREGATION AGUDAS SHALOM. 
Visit walnutstreetsynagogue.com.

To list your organization’s events or to 
change any information, contact Steve 
at rosenberg@jewishjournal.org.
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Arlene & David Addis in honor of 
the birth of our great-grandson 
Nathaniel Ryan Waxman

Mary Ann Alfond
Jo Anne & Martin Appelstein
Lillian Aronson
Rachel Baker
Shirley Berg
Rosalyn Berk
Mike Boudo
Harvey A Brand
Marilyn Breslau
Celia R Brown
Jeffrey & Susan Brudnick
Edward & Irma Bubis
Ray Roz & Ron Buchholz
Miriam Juda Buda
Estelle Cohen
Mara B Cohen
Shirley & Bill Cole
Richard Cole
Marilyn Cramer
Sharon Wyner & Anthony 

D’Avolio
Eileen & Ralph Edelstein
Selma B Engler in memory of 

my husband Sidney M Engler 
on the fifth anniversary of his 
passing

Larry & Marsha Feffer
Karen & Donald Feldman
Sandra Finkelstein
Rita Flicop
Lorraine & Elliot Ganz
Marilyn Gershman
Thelma Gibbs
Judi & Arnie Gitter
Marrian Goldman
Michael & Victoria Goldstein
Laura & Carl Goodman
Alan & Irene Graff
Joanne & Jerrold Grant
Herb & Mildred Greenbaum
Michael & Arlene Greenstein

Susan & James Grossman
Saul Gurman
Deborah & Ronald Hallett
Dr Edward Hart
Ruth Helman
Doris & Elliot Hershoff
Roslyn G Hoffman
Carl & Sally Hooker
Mrs Elaine G Israelsohn
Arlene & Herb Kahan
Barbara & Arthur Kahn
Gladys Katcher
Marion Kepnes
Stephen Kriteman
Ruth Levin
Ed & Beverly Levine
Susan & Larry Levine
Janice Levine
Mr & Mrs Erwin Levine
Roseanne & Gerald Levinson
Constance L Lewis
Estelle R Marshall
John & Sandee Matteucci
Phyllis Sax Melone
Jack & Joanne Meltzer
Goldie Miller
Don & Joan Molin
Rabbi Abraham Morhaim
Lynn Nadeau
Sandra Nelson
Edward Nierman
Barbara Norman
Leslie & Bob Ogan
Bea Paul
Donna & Alan Pierce
Mel Pollack
Ron & Shari Pressman
Faith Quintero
Iris & Eric Reines
Nicolina Reisman
Howard & Sharon Rich
Eric & Heather Richter
Barbara & Jerry Rodman
Fran Rosenblatt

Henry & Sandra Salem  
in memory of our beloved son 
& brother Alan P Salem

Edward & Rae Samiljan
Francis I Schnapper
Judy & Rob Schuster
Sy & Penny Schwartz
Larry & Mailyn Seidler
Bernard & Madeline Shavelson
Ethel Shulam
Miriam Shultz
Howard & Shirley Shwartz
Arlene Siegel
Myrna & Albert Sparks
Rosalyn Stein
Peter Stolerman
Beatrice Strome
Sam & Bryna Tabasky
Allen Talewsky
Louis Tanzer
Mort & Ree Tapper
Carole Taut
Carole & Ralph Turransky
Svetlana Tylis
Marlen & Valentina Uskach
Beverly M Visnick
Don & Barbara Weiner
Herb & Audrey Weinstein
Bea Wenicur
Dr. Gary Wheeler
Judith White
Wendy & Conrad Wicks
Florence & Harry Wigetman
Dr Marv & Polly Wilson
Phyllis & Harvey Winer
Anne Winograd  

in memory of Norman Wise
David Wise
Norton G & Freyda W Zieff
Marilyn Ziff
Lynne Zolot

And thank you to all 
our anonymous donors

Thank you for donating to The Jewish Journal during the month of May, 2017
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NOTICES
ABRAMSON, Sidney, 88 – 
late of Swampscott, former-
ly of East Meadow, N.Y. Died 
on May 28, 2017. Husband of 
Barbara (Bender) Abramson 
of Swampscott. Son of the 
late Meyer and Rose (Cohen) 
Abramson. Father of Hope J. 
Abramson and her partner Karen 
Johnson of Lynn, and Mark R. 
Abramson and his wife Michelle 
of Lexington. Brother of Irving 
Abramson of New York, and 
the late Harold Abramson and 
Harriet Schwartz. Grandfather of 
Benjamin and Deena Abramson. 
Uncle of several nieces and neph-
ews. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

BLUMBERG, Fredric, 86 – late of 
Nashville, Tenn., formerly of Lynn.  
Died on May 21, 2017. Uncle 
of Laura and Carl Goodman of 
Marblehead, Stephen Blumberg 
of Hanover, and Richard Blumberg 
of Fountain Hills, Ariz. Greatuncle 
of Chaya and Yosef Kurtz of 
Crown Heights, N.Y., Caroline and 
Jeffrey Poland of San Francisco, 
Phoebe Goodman of Somerville, 
and Joseph Goodman of San 
Francisco. Great-granduncle 
of Mendel Kurtz, Sadie Louise 
Poland, and Sawyer and Grayson 
Poland. Brother of Leon Blumberg 
of Westwood.

FEINSTEIN, George, 93 – late of 
Peabody. Died on May 14, 2017. 
Husband of the late Jeanette 
(Cohen) Feinstein. Son of the 
late Jacob and Sarah Feinstein. 
Father of Barry A. Feinstein, 
Esq. of Peabody and the late 
Susan G. Feinstein. Brother of 
Evelyn Convicer of Peabody and 
Charlotte Figueiredo of South 
Dartmouth. Uncle of several 
nieces and nephews. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

HARRIS, Mildred R. “Millie” 
(Chaves), 94 – late of Peabody. 
Died on May 12, 2017. Wife of 

the late Lester “Lefty” Harris. 
Mother of Paula “Debbie” Mozes 
and her husband Jack Mozes of 
Falmouth and Delray Beach, Fla., 
and Richard Lee Harris and his 
wife Catherine O’Connell Harris 
of Bethesda, Md. Grandmother 
of Sarah Dussault of Needham, 
Laura Cutler of New York City, 
Emily Rose Harris of Minneapolis, 
Minn., Susannah Mae Harris of 
New Haven, Conn., Lily Kate 
Harris of Washington, D.C., and 
“Nana” of Lyla Dussault, Eli 
Dussault, Pasha Cutler and Chloe 
Cutler. Sister of Jonas Chaves of 
Swampscott and the late Doris 
Newman and Shirley Covner. 
(Levine)

LEVIN, Jack M., 81 – late of 
Winthrop, formerly of Chelsea. 
Died on May 4, 2017. Husband 
of Marilyn (Koretz) Levin. Son 
of the late Abraham and Mae 
(Wolk) Levin. Father of Shari Levin 
and her husband Bruce Griffin, 
and Abra Allexenberg and her 
husband Michael. Grandfather 
of Daniel and David Allexenberg 
and his granddog Rocky. (Torf)

KAHAN, Erica (Moser), 76 – late 
of Andover. Died on May 18, 
2017. Wife of S. David, Kahan. 
Mother of Jeremy and his wife 
Andrea Kahan, Elisa Kahan, and 
Pamela Kahan. Grandmother of 
Aaron and Jayden Kahan. Sister 
of Paul Moser. (Goldman)

KAPLAN, Herbert, 83 – late of 
Reading, formerly of Melrose. 
Died on May 16, 2017. Son of the 
late Bernard and Goldie (Berizov) 
Kaplan. Nephew of the late 
Emanuel and Bella Samis. Friend 
of Margaret Conway. (Goldman)

SHAPIRO, William D., 93 – late 
of Everett. Died on May 13, 2017. 
Husband of Eileen (Eden) Shapiro. 
Son of the late Harry and Florence 
(Greenglass) Shapiro. Father of  

Ann Hales and Sidney Shapiro. 
Grandfather of David and Chad 
Hales, Matthew and Samantha 
Shapiro, and great-grandfather of 
Colby Hales and Ethan Policarpio. 
(Torf)

SHARON, Schari, 93 – late 
of Medford. Died on May 14, 
2017. Husband of the late Varda 
Sharon. Son of the late Adela 
and Joseph Schechter. Father of 
Jackie, Andre and the late Adina. 
Father-in law of Mercio and Judit. 
Grandfather of Bridget, Valerie, 
Jeffrey, Brit and Sam. Great-
grandfather of Ryan and Andrew. 
Brother of Dolfi and the late Nutzi 
and Berta. (Levine)

SHUSTER, Frances Lee 
(Goldberg), 85 – late of Salem, 
formerly of Swampscott and 
New Bedford. Died on May 23, 
2017. Wife of the late Harvey I. 
Shuster of New Bedford. Mother 
of Michelle Shuster and her part-
ner Jeffrey DeVoyd of Haverhill, 
and Gary Shuster and his part-
ner Wendy Martin of Medford. 
Daughter of the late David 
and Shirley Goldberg. Sister of 
Martin and Rosalind Goldberg 
of Salem, and Herbert Goldberg 
and the late Janet Goldberg of 
Marblehead. Aunt and great-
aunt of the Davis, W. Goldberg, 
Gladstone and A. Goldberg fami-
lies. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

SUGARMAN, Dorothy S. 
(Lacritz), 95 – late of Maplewood, 
N.J., formerly of North Andover, 
Marblehead and Danvers. Died 
on May 18, 2017. Wife of the 
late Hyman Sugarman. Mother 
of Jon Sugarman, Marjorie Tieg 
and James Sugarman. Sister of 
the late Minetta, Betty and Jack. 
Grandmother of Max Sugarman, 
Ross Sugarman and Samantha 
Sugarman. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

More obituaries on page 19

Stanley Stopper, late of 
Peabody and Pompano Beach, 
Fla., passed away on February 
23, 2017. He leaves behind his 
beloved wife of 53 years, Ethel 
(Singer) Stopper.

Stanley was born in Lynn 
on June 13, 1924, the son of 
Abraham and Sarah Stopper. He 
was predeceased by his brother, 
Joseph.

He proudly served our coun-
try in WWII and was wound-
ed at the Battle of the Bulge, 

taken prisoner by the Germans 
in December, 1944, liberated by 
the Russians in 1945, and was 
awarded the Purple Heart.

Stanley was a member of 
Hillview, Thomson and Palm 
Aire Country Club.

He was the uncle of Sunny 
Johnston, Joanne Gold, Janice 
Kalp, Larry Singer, and many 
others.

Stanley had a full life with 
wonderful friends and will be 
sorely missed.

Stanley Stopper, 92, of Peabody and  
Pompano Beach, Fla.

Barbara Kasoff, late 
of San Francisco, Calif., 
formerly of Sudbury, 
passed away suddenly 
on May 22, 2017, while 
traveling in Russia. She 
was 74 years old.

Barbara was the 
loving wife of Marvin 
Kasoff for 54 years. 
She was the moth-
er of Daniel Kasoff 
and his wife Pam of 
San Francisco, Jon 
Kasoff of Troy, Mich., 
and Benjamin Kasoff 
and his wife Barbi of 
Washington D.C. She 
was the beloved sister of Steven Lipton of Madison, Wisc., and Julie 
Himelfarb of Washington DC. Barbara was the dear grandmother 
of Jonah, Jared, Ariel, Mason, Tiffany, Joshua, Madeline, Andrew 
and Brooke.

Funeral services will take place on June 4 in Alexandria, Va. 
A private burial ceremony will follow at King David Memorial 
Gardens, Falls Church, Va.

Barbara’s grandson Jonah is autistic. The commitment of 
Barbara, Marvin and Jonah’s family – Dan, Pam, Ariel and Jared 
– has been incredible in helping Jonah develop and succeed. In 
lieu of flowers, we believe that Barbara would love that we can all 
help support one of the premier organizations providing family 
services, research and awareness around autism, Autism Speaks.

Barbara Kasoff, 74, of San Francisco, Calif., 
formerly of Sudbury

JEWISH WAR VETERANS MARCH ON MEMORIAL DAY
First Row: Leslie Emack, Edward Gustat, Freda Kravetz, Richard 
Pekin, Melvin Babner, Mark Tolpin, Charlotte Gross, Peabody High 
School JROTC Cadet. Second Row: Peabody High School JROTC 
Cadet, Elliot Hershoff, Donna Lehman, Moe Sack, Jeffrey Blonder, 
Marty Nellhause.

If you are confident and well-known on  
the North Shore, and would like to have a close- 

to-home job that pays well and allows you to make 
your own hours, please reach out and learn more.

Contact Dave Kasoff at dave@jewishjournal.org

THE JEWISH JOURNAL  
IS LOOKING FOR SALES REPS.

FULL AND PART-TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE.

Marvin, Jonah and Barbara Kasoff



COHEN-DOUCETTE WEDDING

Mara B. Cohen of 
Peabody, mother of the 
bride along with Denise 
& Dana Doucette of 
Peabody, parents of the 
groom announce the 
marriage of their children 
Billi Anne Cohen and 
Dana Paul Doucette Jr.

The couple was mar-
ried on October 2, 2016 
at the Hellenic Center, 
Ipswich, by officiant W. 
Todd Finn.  The maid of 
honor was Stephanie L. 
Band and the best man 
was Adam G. Corbeil.

Grandparents of 
the bride are Marlene 
(Cohen) & Tom O’Brien. 
The Grandmother of 
the groom is Margaret 
Doucette.

The couple resides in 
Peabody.

      

     1/2 Day Preschool 
Ages 3- 5

               Full Day  

Ages 4 - 12

      Junior Ou ng 
Ages 12 - 14

Camp Starts the Week of June 26th
Applica ons Online

931 Boston Road, Haverhill, MA 01835

www.cedarland.net
(978) 373-1596

Daily Swim Lessons aMAZEMent Playcenter

Arts’n Crafts SkyWalk Ropes Course

Mini-Golf Tennis & Racquetball Fun

Special Event Days And So Much More!

Full Day
Ages 4 - 12

Junior Outing
Ages 12 - 14 Sports Fun

Camp Starts the Week of June 26th
Applications Online
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TRI-CITY SALES CELEBRATES NEW STATE OF THE ART SHOWROOM IN IPSWICH

On May 11th, 2017, over 100 
home improvement specialists 
gathered at Tri-City Sales new 
state-of-the-art showroom in 
Ipswich to cut the red ribbon and 
celebrate the new 4500 square 
foot showroom. Owned and 
operated by the Cohen and the 
Kulevich family of Marblehead, 
Tri-City Sales boasts of a family-
owned appliance business that 
is still booming after over 6o 
years.

This celebration on May 11th 
included a large mix from the 
North Shore community, includ-
ing Ipswich selectman, chamber 
members, builders, architects, 
designers, manufacturers and 
other various home improve-
ment specialists. All attendees inter-mingled and discussed current building trends and the landscape 
of construction, as they sipped wine and helped themselves to tastings of appetizers. Specialties were 
prepared and served by Vinwood Caterers of Ipswich, and gourmet pizza was baked on-site using the 
live GE Monogram pizza oven.

Raffle items were donated by the various manufacturers and included a Wolf gourmet toaster, a GE 
pizza basket, KitchenAid pots and pans, Frigidaire Microwave, Samsung Blue Tooth Speakers, a 30” XO 
under range hood , and a 42” LED TV, compliments of Tri-City Sales. All guests were also gifted with a 
swag bag filled with items provided by Tri-City Sales and the manufacturers.

Tri-City Sales, with its Salem and Ipswich locations, has been serving the North Shore community 
and surrounding towns for over six decades. President Rick Cohen, Vice President, Tom Kulevich and 
Ipswich showroom Manger Charles Hurley, are very excited about this new expansion and showroom 
and look forward to continued success in the appliance industry in the coming years.

SHELDON FRISCH RECOGNIZED BY 
CONGREGATION SHIRAT HAYAM

At its Annual Meeting on May 16, the Congregation 
Shirat Hayam (“CSH”) board of directors presented 
congregant Sheldon Frisch with the 2017 Congregation 
Shirat Hayam Presidential Award. During the many 
years in which Sheldon, his wife Dr. Fern Selesnick, 
and their children, Gavin and Skylar, have been mem-
bers, Sheldon has devoted thousands of hours of time, 
energy, and problem solving skills in support of his 
synagogue. A real estate developer, general contrac-
tor, realtor, and philanthropist based in Marblehead, 
Sheldon has advised and managed renovation, repair 
and improvement projects for CSH that have kept 
operations running smoothly. CSH honored Sheldon in recognition of the example of Jewish leadership 
he has set, his lengthy history of tireless volunteerism, and his demonstrated commitment to support-
ing enduring Jewish institutions.  

PAINT NIGHT/SILENT AUCTION FUNDRAISER

A paint night/silent auction fundraiser, ‘Marina’s Road to Recovery,’ will 
be held on Saturday, June 10th, at 10 Farrar St. in Lynn. All the proceeds will 
benefit 16-year-old Marina Bogdanova, a childhood burn victim, who lives 
in Lynn with her single-parent mother and two younger brothers. Years ago 
in Russia, as a toddler Marina sustained severe burns to her face and entire 
body (65% III A, B degrees). She and her mother came to America 13 years 
ago to be treated at the Shriners Burn Hospital. To this day, she had 26 sur-
geries and there are many more needed. Family friends started a Go Fund 
Me campaign (gofundme.com/276k924) and organized the first fundraiser 
to help with future reconstructive surgeries when Marina will be 21 years 
and will have to pay out of her own pocket. The fundraiser is sponsored by 
CORE Real Estate, Advanced Vision Center, Unique Aesthetics Beauty Spa, 
Century Medial PC, Dynamo Fencing Center. For more information go to 
Facebook and look for Marina’s Diary page.

TEMPLE SINAI’S 19TH ANNUAL GOLF 
TOURNAMENT DEDICATED 

 IN MEMORY OF JUDY SHERMAN

Temple Sinai’s 19th Annual Golf 
Tournament will be held at the 
Thomson Country Club on Monday, 
July 17, 2017.   The tournament is 
being organized by Ben Locke and 
Julian Rich, who are both members of 
the Board of Directors at Temple Sinai.  
Julian and Ben have run the tourna-
ment since 1999, and are thrilled to 
be dedicating this year’s event to the 
memory of Judy Sherman, who pre-
maturely left us slightly more than 
two years ago. Judy was a wonderful educator and great sup-
porter of community programs.  In Judy’s memory, this major 
fundraiser for the Temple will help provide funds for youth and 
adult education, social action and community-based programs. 

Several levels of sponsorship are available for area busi-
nesses, and other individual supporters. The details of the 
sponsorships may be downloaded from the Temple Sinai web-
site at tinyurl.com/tsinaigolf2017. To help us best organize our 
event, please submit your registration no later than Friday, July 
7, 2017.

For more information about sponsorship opportunities, 
playing in the tournament, or obtaining registration forms, 
please contact Susan at the Temple Sinai office at 781-631-2763. 

GOLDBERG SPEAKS AT THE 
ADL’S NORTH SHORE LAW & 

EDUCATION DAY

The Anti-Defamation League held 
its North Shore Law & Education 
Day last month. Pictured are keynote 
speaker, State Treasurer Deborah 
Goldberg and Anti-Defamation 
League New England Regional 
Director Robert Trestan.

Nitzan - A New Beginning, the 
theme of Cohen Hillel Academy’s 
upcoming annual meeting on 
Wednesday, June 7 at 7:30 pm, refers 
to a flowering bud. The K-8 inde-
pendent school, providing the fin-
est education, grounded in Judaism, 
will be formally known as Arthur 
J. Epstein Hillel School (informal-
ly Epstein Hillel School) effective 
on July 1, 2017. This annual meet-
ing offers a poignant and special 
evening of recognition and tribute, 
honoring leaders, faculty and staff 
and alumni for their longstanding 
commitment. Linda Greenseid will be the recipient of the Ernie 
Haas Presidential Award. Linda’s leadership includes having served 
as president of the school from 1988 - 1992. Since then she has con-
tinuously stayed involved serving the school in a variety of roles and 
active on a number of committees.  She and her husband, Dr. David 
Greenseid, residents of Wellington, Florida and Marblehead are 
both currently trustees in the school’s Trustee Leadership Council, 
and the parents of two Cohen Hillel graduates. The award is named 
in memory of Ernie Haas, a loyal and active supporter of the school 
for over 40 years. At this meeting Ariella Levy and Sharon L. Rich will 
be formally inducted for a three-year term on the Board of Directors.

 Special tribute will be paid to long-time, respected educators 
Karen Madorsky, Sarah Boland, along with Diane Knopf and Rich 
Perkins for their years of commitment to the school. As the school’s 
current Social Justice Coordinator and middle school language arts 
teacher, Karen Madorsky has been involved with the school for a 
record 45 years.

The Annual Meeting is open to the entire community followed by 
a dessert reception. RSVPs appreciated: 781-639-2880.

LINDA GREENSEID TO RECEIVE  
THE ERNIE HAAS PRESIDENTIAL AWARD

Journalists needed for 
The Jewish Journal. 

Email Steven Rosenberg at

rosenberg@jewishjournal.org
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TODAY’S MENSCHION: PHIL CUTTER

Honorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
great contributions close to home and around the world

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

When people on Cape Ann 
talk about making a contri-
bution to society, Dr. Philip 

Cutter’s name comes up almost 
immediately in conversations. For 
decades, Cutter and his wife, Eve, 
and their children, Amy, Martha, 
Michael, and David, have been giving 
back to the secular and Jewish com-
munity. Cutter, of Rockport, rose to 
become the chief of psychiatry and 
medical director of inpatient psy-
chiatry at Addison Gilbert Hospital 
in Gloucester. He has served as presi-
dent of Temple Ahavat Achim, and 
helped raised funds to rebuild the 
shul after it burned in 2007. He also 
helped lead the fundraising effort 
to build the Shalin Liu Performance 
Center in Rockport. 

Phil, where did you grow up 
and what was your connec-
tion to Judaism as a child?

I was born in Medford. My family 
was very connected to Temple Shalom 
in Medford. My father was a lawyer and 
the president of the temple. My mother 
taught at Medford High School and was 
the president of the temple sisterhood. 

I had a very strong Jewish upbring-
ing. My family was conservative and my 
[maternal] grandmother had a very big 
impact on my life. She was more toward 
the Orthodox side and she went to tem-
ple regularly. I frequently sat beside her, 
and she made sure I read every word in 
Hebrew and that I was a good Hebrew 
School student. On Fridays, I used to 
watch her make challah. She lived to over 
100.

So, even as a child, Judaism 
was important to you?

Yes. I liked the family connection and 
the tradition, and at some point I realized 
that Medford was a non-Jewish commu-
nity – and there was some anti-Semitism. 
In a class of 500 kids graduating from 
high school there were maybe 15 Jews, 
and so we were a minority. I was teased 
and ridiculed on the streets by other kids 
because I was Jewish. I had some battles 
on the street. So there was a comfort in 
connecting to Judaism because it was 
good and meaningful and it was impor-
tant. I loved Jewish holidays. There was 
a lot of family and good prayer and good 
food. Passover seders were just beauti-
ful. My grandmother had them on both 
nights and they were long, and all of the 
extended family – 15 or 20 people – were 
there. We got new clothes, and new shoes 
to wear on Passover.

How did you meet your wife, 
Eve?

I married a woman who had a similar 
background, and she lived in Somerville. 
She had a BBYO social event, and I was 
in AZA. I crashed a party at her house 
when I was 16 or 17 and met her. I went to 
Harvard, and we got married two weeks 
after I graduated from college. And then I 
went to Tufts medical school. 

When did you first start 
working in Gloucester?

I came to Gloucester in 1970, and I 
was involved for over 40 years. I created 
a program that was initially called the 
Cape Ann Children and Family Center at 
Addison Gilbert Hospital. It was a state 
program. We also had a child program, 
an adult program, an addiction program, 
and a day treatment program. And we had 
residences for intellectually challenged 
kids. We also opened a 12-bed inpatient 
psychiatry unit at Addison Gilbert.

What was rewarding about 
working in your field?

I felt that psychiatry had a lot to con-
tribute to the health of people, and in 
many ways, the needs of the mentally ill 
were underserved. And I felt there was 
a tremendous need to build a program 
that started with children, and then fami-
lies, and then adults. Adults needed both 
mental health treatment and addiction 
treatment – there was a big alcoholism 
and addiction problem; heroin addiction 
was a big problem in Cape Ann in the 
early 1990s. 

It was very satisfying work. I think we 
built a very good program and I think we 

helped a lot of people from Cape Ann and 
I think we got the community to under-
stand and accept that there were people 
suffering from mental illness that needed 
treatment and benefited from treatment.

You helped raise $5 million 
to rebuild the Gloucester 
temple after the 2007 fire?

Yes. I love the temple, I love the com-
munity and I love Judaism and you need 
to have a temple. I wanted to feel the 
presence of God in a building, and we 
needed to have a building. I’ve been 
president, my wife has been president, 
and we’ve been on the board for many, 
many years here.

This is a very warm, very loving, caring 
community of people and they’re very 
welcoming to anybody who wants to step 
in through the door. And everybody talks 
about how wonderful it is to be a part of 
it here. I think it’s unique that way. My 
wife and I have belonged to other temples 
and we’ve never felt that way. There’s no 
pretentiousness, everybody is equal, and 
is treated the same. There’s no class struc-
ture in this temple; if people want to get 
dressed up on the high holidays that’s fine 
but it’s not the culture of this place. 

What I learned from that process was 
how strong this community was and how 
much people cared about their Jewish 
connection and how hard they were will-
ing to work to rebuild and for this to be a 
part of their lives. 

You study the Torah? 
Yes. I like what the Torah has to teach 

us about being Jewish. I’ve only been 
going to Torah study for the past 10 years 
– I’m sorry I didn’t start it earlier because 
I’ve come to realize how valuable and 
important it is to me in life. I’ve always 
lived a Jewish life where Jewish principles 
and values were important to me but 
somehow going to Torah study has been 
reaffirming that I’ve lived a good life.

Can you tell us about the 
new endowment project 
you’re working on at the 
temple?

We are raising over $2 million to 
endow the Family Learning Program at 
Temple Ahavat Achim. The campaign is 
called the Rabbi Myron and Eileen Geller 
Endowment Fund. We call it the Family 
Learning Program because we’ve become 
aware that if you want to guarantee the 
future of Judaism, then educating chil-
dren and their families is the place to 
start, and I want the assurance that this 
school will continue to be able to do this 
for many years. 

Phil and Eve Cutter at a Torah dedication ceremony. 

Photo by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
Phil Cutter, the retired chief of psychiatry at Addison Gilbert Hospital, in the chapel at 
Temple Ahavat Achim in Gloucester. 


	JJN060117PgA1
	JJN060117PgA2
	JJN060117PgA3
	JJN060117PgA4
	JJN060117PgA5
	JJN060117PgA6
	JJN060117PgA7
	JJN060117PgA8
	JJN060117PgA9
	JJN060117PgA10
	JJN060117PgA11
	JJN060117PgA12
	JJN060117PgA13
	JJN060117PgA14
	JJN060117PgA15
	JJN060117PgA16
	JJN060117PgA17
	JJN060117PgA18
	JJN060117PgA19
	JJN060117PgA20
	JJN060117PgA21
	JJN060117PgA22
	JJN060117PgA23
	JJN060117PgA24

