
By Korey Cohan 

After my first trip to 
Israel through the Lappin 
Foundation’s Youth to 
Israel came to an end last 
summer, I developed an 
enhanced pride for my 
Judaism and the culture 
of the Jewish people. 

It was a turning point 
in my life as a Jewish teen. 
I realized that I no longer 
was going to be a passive 
Jew. I was no longer going 
to tolerate anti-Semitic 
jokes being thrown 

around in school. I was no 
longer going to remain 
silent as false accusations 
about Israel were spread 
through the media and on 
college campuses. 

When someone makes 
an anti-Semitic remark 
in school, it is a personal 
attack not only on me and 
other Jewish classmates, 
but on the Israeli teens 
which I had the privilege 
to meet on my first visit.

Returning for the sec-
ond time with Y2I 2017, 
I reunited with many of 
those same Israeli teens, 
who I now viewed as fam-
ily. We embraced and  
talked about anything and 
everything that happened 
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By Sam Katz

The Jewish way of life 
is threatened in America 
because of an identity 
issue. The problem is that 
in the United States, we 
often view being Jewish 
as simply being part of a 
religion. In reality, it is so 
much more.

Judaism is an iden-
tity. We are a proud and 
ancient people. It is this 
sentiment that needs to 
be embraced by Jewish 
Americans to reignite the 

true Jewish identity with-
in ourselves. 

Not too long ago, the 
religious connection was 
my take on my Jewish 
identity. Luckily, I was for-
tunate enough to travel 

to Israel for the first time 
this summer. My entire 
perspective was shifted by 
being in a country where I 
was surrounded by Jews. 
It was the first time in my 
life I was not a member of 
the minority. 

I was fortunate to meet 
and become friends with 
many Israeli teens. What 
fascinated me the most 
was the way they iden-
tified themselves. They 
were Jews, whether or not 
they actively practiced or 

continued on page 18 continued on page 18

Traveling to Israel can transform lives

Y2I changed me as a Jew Connecting with my Jewish identity

By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

Arlene “Leni” Sherman wasn’t looking to start 
a relationship when she accepted a friend’s invi-
tation to join him for dinner with his male din-
ing club. He was curious to hear her “woman’s 
perspective” about the group. The Malden widow 
thought it would be a fun night out and nothing 
more.

Her friend called her back, asking if it would be 
OK with her if one more person joined the group. 
He told her she might know him since he too was 
from Malden. His name was Harvey Goldman.

“I said, ‘Of course I know him. My mother went 
to his bar mitzvah and his wedding,’ ” Sherman 
said.

Goldman remembered her too. He called and 
asked if she wanted to catch up before the dinner. 
“I had no inclination that we would date. I thought 
we were just getting together to schmooze and fig-
ure out what was going on in our lives,” Sherman 
said. Instead, the two really hit it off and that night 
turned into the beginning of the rest of their lives.

That was over 10 years ago. With three grown 
children and seven grandchildren between them, 
the couple decided it was time to make their rela-
tionship legal “for the sake of the grandchildren.” 
But at their ages, neither wanted a traditional – or 
typical – wedding.

The couple love musicals and are regulars at 
North Shore Musical Theatre in Beverly. “It’s one of 
the things we really do have in common,” Sherman 

Arlene “Leni” Sherman and Harvey Goldman at their wedding.

Sherman-Goldman wedding: A theme of beauty

continued on page 15
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Entering a patient’s room at 
Beverly Hospital, smiling, 
she softly introduced her-

self and asked if there’s some-
thing she can do.

When asked, “What do you 
do?” the 29-year-old chaplain 
intern replies, “It’s on your terms 
how you want this visit to go. 
I’m here just to listen.” She’s 
there to do whatever helps and 
comforts. Her gentle approach 
exudes serenity and sincerity. 

Gita Karasov is currently 
studying to become a rabbi 
at Hebrew College in Newton. 
She doesn’t want to be a typi-
cal pulpit rabbi, though. She 
wants to be an educator who 
performs community outreach 
and more.

She also wants to continue 
her chaplaincy work.

“So many different things 
touched me,” she says. [“Dealing 
with people suffering from] 
addiction – lots of it; domestic 
violence; people who lost chil-
dren recently; people making 
the decision to go to hospice; 
people losing a parent unex-
pectedly. I’ve been touched how 
people are open to a chaplain, 
and how we can have a secret 
conversation together.”  

Sometimes, people insist 
they don’t need a chaplain, then 
suddenly open up to her. “How 
did you know I needed someone 
to talk to now?” they ask.

“During times like these, 
people need someone who’ll 
take time to listen to them, just 
be present with them, and pray 
with them,” says Karasov. “It’s 

hard to find a place to feel spiri-
tual [under circumstances like 
this], but when I walk out of a 
hospital room, I feel like I’ve 
created a spiritual space with 
people. It doesn’t have to be in 
a church or syna-
gogue. It can be in 
a hospital room … 
or anywhere.” 

She says being 
a Jewish chaplain 
in a predominant-
ly Christian com-
munity is different 
for her.

“It has been 
such a rewarding experience 
meeting with people of various 
faiths and learning so much 
from patients,” she says. “It has 
made me realize at the end of 
the day we’re all people who 
have similar fears … Most peo-
ple have no idea I’m Jewish. 

It isn’t relevant. We’re talking 
about universal faith, feelings, 
and cross denominations.”

Karasov grew up in a 
Conservative Jewish family, the 
only daughter of Robert Karasov, 

a pediatrician who 
performs circum-
cisions at bris 
ceremonies, and 
Shayne, part-time 
Jewish commu-
nal worker. She 
has four broth-
ers: Aaron, 34; 
Micah, 31; Nadav, 
26; and Matan, 23. 

She grew up in St. Louis Park, 
a Minneapolis suburb with a 
large, observant Jewish popula-
tion, and attended an Orthodox 
day school. 

“I didn’t have access to wear-
ing a tallit or being counted in a 
minyan,” Karasov says. “[But] to 

me, it was important to be part 
of the community and having 
full access as a woman.” 

Her husband, Daniel 
Buonaiuto, son of Sandy 
Goldstein and Michael 
Buonaiuto of Arlington, also 
is Conservative. The couple 
met through mutual longtime 
friends and live in Cambridge. 

Karasov graduated from 
the University of Maryland 
with a degree in sociology and 
Jewish studies. When she lived 
in Chicago, she belonged to 
Avodah, where she worked with 
a team of young Jews to pro-
mote social justice.  

She also was director of Jewish 
activities at Chicagoland Jewish 
High School (now Rochelle 
Vell Jewish High School), and 
director of engagement at the 
University of Michigan Hillel, 
where she helped Jewish stu-
dents connect, build relation-
ships, and create their own 
meaningful Jewish experience 
on campus.

Today, she hopes to help 
young Jews realize Judaism isn’t 
outmoded. “It has a lot to say 
about a better life today, how 
we can find meaning today, and 
deal with complexities,” she says.

– Sheila Barth

Gita’s faith

“Most people have no idea I’m Jewish,” says Gita Karasov (holding 
microphone), a chaplain at Beverly Hospital. 
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“People need 
someone who’ll take 

the time to listen  
to them.” 

– Gita Karasov



When you think of quilts, 
you might think of col-
orful handiwork from 

the 1700s – simple squares and 
diamond shapes sewn togeth-
er in interesting patterns – but 
nothing could be farther from 
today’s reality. Just spend a few 
minutes with award-winning 
quilter Heidi August of Lynnfield, 
and you will learn why she’s one 
of the “scrappiest” quilters out 
there. 

August considers herself an 
artist, and each quilt she cre-
ates a work of art. Her quilt that 
won the Judge’s Award last year 
at the prestigious Vermont Quilt 
Festival was composed of 70 
10-inch squares, each of which 
consisted of 37 individual piec-
es of material – a labor of love 
for August totaling a staggering 
2,590 individual pieces of fabric. 
Most of her quilts feature nov-
elty fabrics, with funky, or quirky 
patterns, reflecting August’s own 
offbeat style. 

When she’s not seeking out 
the closest fabric store – a favor-
ite travel activity – she spends 
hours on the Internet scouring 
websites for so-called fabric 
scraps. 

“Many shopkeepers will get 
rid of their scraps by mixing 
them together in plastic bags, 
and selling them for just a few 

bucks,” says August. “These can 
provide all kinds of inspiration 
for future projects.”

It’s a far cry from August’s day 
job. Having trained as a CPA, she 
is now a production accountant 
and supervisor on local televi-
sion and movie projects, work-
ing alongside such celebrities 
as Steve Carell (“The Way, Way 
Back”), Woody Allen and Bette 
Midler (“Scenes from a Mall”), 
and Macaulay Culkin (“The 
Good Son”). 

August was living in New York 
City in the 1980s. She credited 
Woody Allen’s producer for her 
big break into the Hollywood 
movie scene. 

Still based in the Big Apple, 
she ultimately made her move to 
Boston in 1995 when she tired of 
maintaining a commuter mar-
riage with her husband, Lew 
Freedman, and decided to start 
a family. August and Freedman 
are longtime members of Temple 
Tifereth Israel in Peabody.

As she raised her son Ian, now 
22, August put her sewing on 
the back burner, still accepting 
local accounting positions on 
movie and TV projects. Sensing 
something missing in her life 
five years ago, she began to 
investigate quilting and slowly 
became involved in the quilting 
community. 

Meeting in old-fashioned 
“sewing circles,” August would 
travel the quilting circuit, learn-
ing as much as she could at 
every opportunity and meeting 
a great group of women along 
the way.  Their “show-and-tell” 
sessions and warm advice even-
tually helped August hone her 
quilting skills to compete at the 
elite, award-winning level. 

At many quilting shows, it’s 
difficult to be accepted, let alone 
win. But now, August feels she 
can challenge herself by enter-
ing the most difficult and presti-
gious shows around.

These days, August divides 
her time between work on a 
local television documentary 
and her quilting, which usually 
absorbs about 20 hours of her 
week.  Her recent projects have 
included a golf quilt for her hus-
band, a Tuft University “Jumbos” 
quilt for a current student, and 
a Chanukah quilt that’s been in 
the works for a while.  

August’s quilting “bucket list” 
has become so long, in fact, that 
she’s worried she’ll never get 
a chance to see all her visions 

through to fruition. 
“I never had a medium for 

expressing my art. “Now I have 
so many ideas, it’s like the agony 

and the ecstasy,” she jokes. “I 
have to get it all done before I 
die!”

– Michelle Harris

   One of the biggest hurdles first time home buyers 
face is how to save enough money for the down pay-
ment on a new home. One way to get financial help is 
to make use of the little known FHA Bridal Registry 
Program. Created in 1996 by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), this pro-

gram allows family and friends to make gift payments to a special interest 
bearing account that is set aside specifically for your home purchase.

The advantage of this program is that the paperwork is much simpler 
than ordinary financial gift requirements, and there is no limit to how 
large the gift can be.

Even though the program was designed to help marrying couples, it 
also covers individuals and unmarried couples as well.

So if you would rather have your friends and family help you with buy-
ing a new home instead of getting you another toaster, talk to your lender 
about setting up an FHA Bridal Registry.

experience is the difference.
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at 781-367-8150
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August quilts 

Heidi August
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By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

MARBLEHEAD – Debby 
Segil was home in bed with the 
flu. Rather than using the time 
to pamper herself with com-
fort food and old movies, the 
89-year-old pint-sized dynamo 
seized the opportunity to do 
what she loves best: helping 
others.

As a licensed independent 
clinical social worker with 40 
years of experience, Segil is used 
to thinking about ways to sup-
port those in need. On this par-
ticular wintry day two years ago, 
her thoughts turned to home 
caregivers of loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s disease or demen-
tia.

“No one has taught them 
dementia’s ABCs, so they make 
lots of mistakes,” she said. “They 
still think they can explain 
things. They think they can rea-
son with someone.”  

A member of Temple Emanu-
El since 1965, Segil feels she is 
carrying on her mother’s lega-
cy of caring. “She always cared 
about welcoming newcomers 
in the Jewish community in 
Hazelton, Pennsylvania, where 
I grew up,” she said.

Segil knows what a difficult 
and lonely job it is to care for 
someone with dementia, espe-
cially at first. As program man-
ager of the Family Caregiver 
Support Program at Greater 
Lynn Senior Services (GLSS) 
since its inception 15 years ago, 
she has had caregivers tell her 
over and over again, “This is 
such a difficult job. I don’t know 
if I can do it.”

So she decided to write a 
poem that could give these fam-
ily caregivers something to pre-
pare them from the beginning 
by helping them relearn how to 
interact with their loved one so 
they could both get along.

Knowing that a pneumonic 
device helps people of all ages 
learn and retain new informa-
tion, Segil distilled her advice to 
a mantra of five words – distract, 
divert, and then agree – which 
became the refrain in her five-
stanza poem.

Once she finished the poem, 
Segil thought, “Wouldn’t it 
be better if we could set it to 
music?” So she contacted her 
friend, Rick Goldin, who writes 
and sings children’s songs. “I 
thought he would be perfect 
because he would write a nice, 
easy tune,” she said. 

Goldin made a recording of 
their “Caregiver Ballad” and 
Segil brought it to some people 
at GLSS. They loved the song 
and suggested developing an 
app that would provide a toolset 
for dementia caregivers with the 
ballad as its anchor.

A development team was 
created to shepherd the proj-
ect from concept to Caregivers 
Matter, a free app. Team mem-
bers Katherine Prouty, product 
manager, and Larry Ehrhardt, 
application developer, are both 
Marblehead residents. 

So is Alix Segil, Debby’s 
18-year-old granddaughter 

who helped with the website 
caregiversmatter.org as her 
Marblehead High School senior 
project. Although the two live in 
the same household, their lives 
rarely intersected in the “real 
world” until Debby suggested 
that assisting in creating the app 
was a perfect way for Alix to 
combine her technology savvy 
and love of helping people with 
the requirements of her senior 
project.

Working with her grand-
mother was a real eye-open-
er for Alix, who will soon be 
a freshman at Ursinus College 
in Pennsylvania. “I know she’s 
a hard worker because she’s 
always working at home,” 
she said of her grandmother. 
“Seeing her in the office, run-
ning around all day going to 
meetings, I realized she has a 
really long day. Like, every day.” 

Like her grandmother, Alix 
credits her Jewish upcoming 
with instilling in her a sense 
of tikkun olam. “Being Jewish, 
I’ve learned you’ll always have 
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New app gives hope to caregivers of 
loved ones with Alzheimer’s disease 

Alix Segil and Debby Segil

Northeast Arc, a nonprofit 
that helps children and adults 
with disabilities become full 
participants in the community, 
has opened Breaking Grounds 
Café at the Jewish Community 
Center of the North Shore in 
Marblehead.

Breaking Grounds is a coffee 
shop in downtown Peabody that 
trains people with disabilities 
for careers in the food service 
and customer service industries.  

From August 1 to September 
8, Breaking Grounds will oper-
ate a satellite at the JCCNS, 
located at 4 Community Road 
in Marblehead. The café will be 
open weekdays from 7 to 11 a.m. 

“This second café provides 
more opportunities for people 

we support,” said Tim Brown, 
Northeast Arc’s director of inno-
vation and strategy.  “The JCC 
location will be set up differ-
ently than our Peabody location, 
which will allow us to assist peo-
ple in assimilating skills learned 
from one location to another.”  

Martin Schneer, JCCNS 
executive director, said “We 
hope that this is the beginning 
of many partnerships with the 
Northeast Arc.”

Breaking Grounds at the 
Jewish Community Center 
will offer the same coffee and 
espresso bar, smoothies, unique 
soft drinks, pastries, and sweets 
that customers have come to 
enjoy at the Peabody location.

Breaking Grounds Café opens at JCC

Gabby Foley, host, and Michael Blunt, barista, at the JCC.

continued on page 17



An Israeli Air Force (IAF) 
Apache attack helicopter 
crashed Monday night during 
a flight in Israel’s Negev desert 
at the Ramon Air Base, killing 
the pilot and severely injuring a 
crew member. According to IDF 
Spokesperson Brig.-Gen. Ronen 
Manelis, the crash occurred just 
before 9 p.m., after the pilot 
reported the aircraft was expe-

riencing technical problems. 
Several minutes later, the chop-
per approached the base’s run-
way and crashed near a landing 
pad. The helicopter’s pilot, Maj. 
(res.) David “Dudi” Zohar, 43, 
was confirmed dead at the scene 
and the navigator, in the back-
seat of the aircraft, was severely 
injured and evacuated to Be’er 
Sheva’s Soroka Medical Center. 
Manelis said senior IDF officials 
have launched a full investiga-
tion into the cause of the crash 
and that all IAF Apaches will be 
grounded until the end of the 
probe. 

Jordan’s King Abdullah met 
with Palestinian Authority (PA) 
President Mahmoud Abbas 
Monday in Abdullah’s first 
official visit to Ramallah since 
December 2012.

The leaders discussed efforts 
to revive Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks, senior Fatah offi-
cial Mohammed Shtayyeh told 
AFP Saturday. Abdullah and 
Abbas also reportedly discussed 

the recent Temple Mount crisis 
and broader regional develop-
ments. Abdullah’s visit came in 
the aftermath of Muslim riots 
and Palestinian terror attacks 
in Jerusalem and the disputed 
territories, following Israel’s 
temporary installation of metal 
detectors at the Temple Mount 
in response to the July 14 Arab 
terror attack near the holy site. 
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By Rabbi David J. Meyer

Among my favorite rab-
binical undertakings 
is the task of creating 

and crafting the itineraries for 
the trips to Israel I lead every 
couple of years. I always aim 
to blend the experiencing of 
antiquities, spirituality, con-
temporary Israeli culture, and 
the Land of Israel for both 
first-time and returning visi-
tors. I’m often puzzled when 
I read many typical tourist 
schedules by how few pay much attention 
to that last piece, the purely natural aspects 
of the Land of Israel. More and more I’m 
discovering that we can neither fully under-
stand nor appreciate our own Jewish prac-
tices absent a sense of Israel’s ecosystems, 
seasons, climates, flora and fauna. 

In our Torah portion this week (Ekev), 
Moses instructs the Israelites who were 
soon to enter the Promised Land with 
regard to the native species they would 
find there. We read a listing of the “Seven 
Species” native to Israel: wheat and barley, 
grapes, figs and pomegranates, olives (for 
oil) and dates (for the honey known as silan) 
(Deuteronomy 8:7-10). Moses reminds the 
people that, unlike what they had known in 
Egypt, where the land for farming was irri-
gated through the cyclical flooding of the 
Nile Delta, they would be dependent upon 
rainfall to ensure their sustenance, their 
crops, healthy herds and flocks. Again and 

again, Moses exhorts them to 
avoid the temptation to revert 
to the pagan and idolatrous 
practices of the surrounding 
nations, and to remember that 
the God who had freed them 
from Egypt is the same God 
who will provide proper rains 
at their proper seasons in 
keeping with God’s covenant 
with Israel.

“If, then, you obey the com-
mandments that I enjoin upon 
you this day, loving the Lord 
your God and serving Him 

with all your heart and soul, He will grant 
the rain for your land in season, the early 
rain and the late. You shall gather in your 
new grain and wine and oil – He will also 
provide grass in the fields for your cattle, 
and thus you shall eat your fill. Take care 
not to be lured away to serve other gods 
and bow to them. For the Lord’s anger will 
flare up against you, and He will shut up the 
skies so that there will be no rain and the 
ground will not yield its produce, and you 
will soon perish from the good land that the 
Lord is assigning to you.” (Deuteronomy 
11:13-17).

Grain, wine and oil – these were the most 
important of the products to our ancient 
ancestors; grain (wheat and barley) for 
breads, grapes for wine, and oil from olive 
trees to use in cooking, perfumes, hygiene, 
and for lighting of lamps. And so, on the 
Sabbath day while the Temple yet stood in 
Jerusalem, in keeping with the Torah’s com-

mand, the people would bring offerings 
of flour, oil and wine (see Numbers 28:9) 
to enjoy with roasted lamb (generally) in 
celebration.

Following the destruction of the Temple 
and the exile of the Jewish people from our 
land, no longer could these offerings be 
part of Shabbat observance. However in 
their brilliance, the rabbis taught that one’s 
dining table could replace the sacrificial 
altar (Talmud Menachot 27a), so the tradi-
tional Friday evening meal still today repli-
cates the offerings brought by our ancient 
Israelite ancestors. 

This is why we begin every Shabbat 
with three traditional blessings: Over the 
Sabbath lights (which today are generally 
candles, but for most of the past two mil-
lennia have been oil lamps) – lehadlik ner 
shel Shabbat; over the wine – borei p’ri 
hagafen; and over the grain, the challot – 
ha-motzi lechem min ha-aretz. 

For our ancestors, grain, wine and oil 
were the most important products of their 
cultivations, celebrated every Shabbat with 
thanksgiving to God. In our own day, too, 
we continue to give thanks every Friday 
evening for the blessings of grain, wine and 
oil, and in so doing, we connect with our 
history, with our spirituality, with the Land 
of Israel, and with our ancient and endur-
ing covenant with God.

David J. Meyer is senior rabbi of Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead. He was recently 
honored with the Israel Unity Award by the 
State of Israel Bonds.
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Excerpts of post-trip reflections by teens who went on the Lappin Foundation’s 2017 Youth to Israel 
Adventure in July.

After going on the life-changing Y2I 2017 trip this July, I dis-
covered a newfound urgency and importance to remain 

Jewish and raise my children Jewish as well. We spent two weeks 
traveling the magnificent and historic country of Israel and after 
learning about the culture, society, and history firsthand, I knew 
automatically what my duty was as a Jew. From various public 
speakers and tour educators, my eyes were opened to the drasti-
cally declining numbers of the Jewish population. It was time for 
me to face the facts. As a member of this shrinking community, I 
have to do my part in saving the Jewish religion. Every single Jew 
can have such a positive impact on the Jewish community just by 
raising their kids Jewish and teaching them to do the same. 

– Tony Gluskin, Marblehead
 

I believed I was a proud Jew 
before this trip, but that 

does not compare to how 
much pride I have in the 
Jewish people and myself 
right now. The trip to Israel has left a lasting impact in my life to 
educate others about Israel and eliminate any prejudiced opin-
ions anyone has toward Israel and its people. In addition, I will 
advocate for Israel and make sure that the 90 percent of people 
in the gray area will lean toward being pro-Israel, just like me. 
I enjoyed my time in Israel and realized how proud I am to be 
Jewish and have friends who share the same morals and beliefs, 
those who I can trust because we come from the same ancestry. 
We are a family. I realized I have a second home away from home 
in Israel, an accepting and amazing place that truly changed my 
perspective on life and what it means to be a Jew. I will further 
my efforts in educating others about Israel and advocate for the 
Jewish people whenever necessary. Being a Jew is great, and I 
gained so much pride from this incredible trip. I would like to 

thank everyone involved at the Lappin Foundation for sending us to the homeland and most impor-
tantly, changing my life. 

– Victor Kratik, Swampscott
 

My time in Israel on the 2017 Y2I trip filled me with a great 
sense of pride. Seeing 2,000 years of history in a demo-

cratic Jewish state made me thankful for every minute spent in 
the country. Israelis are constantly fighting to keep their country 
alive, and we must do our part to maintain the Jewish state. The 
Y2I experience strengthened and validated my need to fight 
against anti-Semitism and taught me how to defend Israel. I 
return to the United States unafraid to speak out against hatred. 
Prior to the trip, I lacked the confidence to try to instill change. 
I sat on the sidelines saying nothing when confronted by adver-
sity. However, I learned through the trip that it is no longer 
enough for me to merely accept hateful encounters as part of 
growing up Jewish in the U.S. It is necessary to stand up to anti-
Israel and anti-Semitic sentiments, not just for me but for the 
Jewish people as a whole.

– Joshua Liberman, Reading
 

How do I go about raising my kids Jewish and ensuring the 
chain so that they will also raise their kids Jewish? I would 

send them to Israel. I didn’t think that my connection with 
Judaism could deepen any more, but it did. Seeing the Western Wall is an indescribable feeling. The 
history and perseverance that the Wall represents are incredible and it is exemplary of the history and 
perseverance of our religion. 
If my children and any Jewish 
children are able to experi-
ence what I did at the Wall and 
in Israel, I think it will be very 
hard to turn their back on the 
history that brought them to 
be standing in such a holy and 
ancient land. Going to Israel 
this summer was truly life-
changing. My outlook on life 
is more positive, more intel-
lectual, more careful, and more 
meaningful. 

– Emma Mair, Middleton
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By Simone Rodan-Benzaquen
JNS.ORG

PARIS – It took too long for 
the French people to rec-
ognize the Jewish victim of 

a brutal April 4 murder by name. 
After weeks of indifference by 
media outlets and politicians, 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron demanded publicly that 
the judiciary shed light on the 
nature of the crime. 

Significantly, Macron spoke 
of Sarah Halimi during the cere-
mony marking the 75th anniver-
sary of the Vel d’Hiv, the roundup 
of more than 13,000 French Jews 
during the Holocaust in 1942.

“Despite the denials of the 
murderer, our judiciary must 
bring total clarity around the 
death of Sarah Halimi,” Macron 
said, adding that “we were 
silent, because we did not want 
to see.”

Halimi’s face and body were 
fractured in multiple places. She 
had been afraid of her attack-
er and his sister’s anti-Semitic 
insults for some time. Her assas-
sin called her a “dirty whore” 
and “Sheitane” (Arabic for 

Satan), and recited verses from 
the Quran as he beat her severe-
ly, shouting “Allahu Akbar” (God 
is greater) before defenestrating 
her.

All of France should have 
been shocked by this horror, and 
should have risen up asking for 
truth and justice in support of 
this woman assassinated in her 
home because she was Jewish. 
Instead, everyone buried their 
heads in the sand. The pros-
ecutor still has not designated 
Halimi’s murder as a premedi-
tated anti-Semitic act.

Once more, all those fight-
ing for French society to stand 
up against anti-Semitic vio-
lence find themselves in the 
same position as the mythologi-
cal hero Sisyphus, condemned 
for all eternity to perform the 
impossible task of pushing an 
immense boulder up a steep hill 
each day, only for it to roll back 
down as the sun sets.

How many years have we 
implored French authorities 
and society to react to the ris-
ing number of anti-Semitic inci-
dents? How many times have we 
heard attempts by the authori-
ties to “relativize” the situation, 
to explain that there is no new 
anti-Semitism, that the rise in 
anti-Semitic acts is only hooli-
ganism?

In 2006, very few protested 
the kidnapping, 24-day torture 
and assassination of Ilan Halimi. 
But notably, Nicolas Sarkozy, 
then France’s interior minister, 
declared that the murder was an 
anti-Semitic crime. This affirma-
tion set the stage for yet another 
battle over acknowledging the 
source of the new anti-Semi-
tism. This meant accepting the 

fact that victims of racism could 
themselves be racists.

It also meant understand-
ing that anti-Semitism does not 
only concern Jews, but rather 
all of French society – that it is a 
virulent cancer. If left untreated, 
it can metastasize and destroy 
an entire society. Historically, 
in our liberal democracies, the 
safety of Jewish communities is 
an indicator of the level of health 
of the society as a whole.

Other courageous voices 
joined. The Foundation for 
Political Innovation carried 
out a study together with the 
American Jewish Committee, 
pointing out that vehement 
anti-Semitism comes from 
three sectors of the population: 
a substantial portion of French 
Muslims, the extreme left and 
the extreme right. Former Prime 
Minister Manuel Valls famously 
stated that “France without Jews 
would no longer be France,” and 
emphasized this inconvenient 
truth: “Yes, anti-Zionism has 
become in many parts of French 
society a screen that hides a vis-
ceral anti-Semitism.” DILCRAH 
– a ministerial delegation 
opposing racism, anti-Semitism 
and anti-LGBT hate – proposed 
a plan to fight this scourge, and 
the plan was adopted by France’s 
government.

Then how is it possible that 
after the murder of Ilan Halimi 
in 2006, the murder of three 

Jewish schoolchildren and a 
rabbi in Toulouse in 2012, and 
the terrorist attack on the Hyper 
Cacher kosher supermarket in 
2015, France has relapsed into 
denial by refusing to acknowl-
edge the reality of anti-Semitic 
violence when it comes to the 
murder of Sarah Halimi?

Maybe it was our fault, as we 
Jews did not want to be seen 
as constantly complaining. 
Maybe the Jewish community 
was unwilling to believe that in 
2017, it is still possible that an 
elderly lady would be beaten 
and defenestrated because she 
is Jewish.

By recalling her name at the 
ceremony commemorating 
the Holocaust-era roundup of 
French Jews, and by demand-
ing justice for Sarah Halimi, 
President Macron has broken 
down the wall of indifference 
that surrounded this drama, and 
has stood up for all of us, for all 
of France.

With these words he has, in 
his own way, advanced the boul-
der of Sisyphus.

Let us keep the boulder from 
rolling back down, by refusing to 
accept the continued impunity 
of those who spew the poison 
of anti-Semitism in our country.

Simone Rodan-Benzaquen is 
director of the American Jewish 
Committee’s Paris-based Europe 
branch.
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Sarah Halimi, a retired doctor 
and school teacher who was an 
observant Jew, was tortured and 
killed after she was thrown from 
her third-story Paris apartment. 

Sarah Halimi, Sisyphus and the denial of anti-Semitic violence

Who am I?
Many of us ask that question each day. 

It’s not because we’re unsure of our 
identity. It’s because we continue 

to learn and grow with each new sunrise. As 
Jews, we determine our own learning curve. 
And as we evolve, each moment offers an 
opportunity to take the next step as we chal-
lenge our beliefs, and wonder if our priorities 
are in order. 

One needs to look no further than page 
one of this edition to learn that the priorities 
are in order for over 100 North Shore Jewish 
teens who traveled to Israel last month with 
the Lappin Foundation’s Youth to Israel pro-
gram. Instead of sleeping late, and tapping 
away on social media all day on the North 
Shore, these teens took action, and spent part 
of their summer in a place that millions of 
American Jews have never visited. They didn’t 
know what to expect, but they took a chance 
and did something different. Read the essays 
by Korey Cohan and Sam Katz, and you’ll 
realize how much of an impact a trip to Israel 
can have on the soul. 

We can learn from these teens that going 

beyond one’s comfort level and taking chanc-
es can enrich our lives for the better. Instead 
of taking a vacation in New Hampshire 
or Maine, or flying off to Europe, consid-
er spending a week or two in Israel. Never 
before has it been easier to travel there – an 
El Al plane leaves three nights a week from 
Boston and can get you to Tel Aviv, nonstop, 
in less than 11 hours. 

 For those of you who seek a dose of 
Jewish identity, go to Jerusalem and medi-
tate at the Western Wall; head to Tel Aviv, 
sip a coffee and take in the skyline or the 
warm Mediterranean. Or drive to Tiberias or 
the Dead Sea, and dip your feet in the holy 
waters. 

Israel has a way of changing people. For 
those who seek spirituality, it might arrive at 
an unexpected moment. And for those who 
are critical of Israel’s political policies, get a 
firsthand look at the country you’re criticiz-
ing. The important thing is to not be passive, 
and to take action. Find a way to buy a ticket, 
and just go. Chances are, you will come back 
a different person. 
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By David Bedein

JERUSALEM – The United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency, or UNRWA, allo-

cates $1.2 billion from 68 donor 
nations to 59 “temporary” Arab 
refugee camps that were estab-
lished in the wake of the Arab-
Israel war in 1948. At that time, 
500,000 Arabs fled the nascent 
State of Israel. That refugee 
population has grown to five 
million descendants of Arab 
refugees, with their childten 
indoctrinated by UNRWA 
schools to believe that they will 
retake villages their grandpar-
ents left in 1948, even though 
they no longer exist. 

Over the last few years, 
our agency has documented 
how Hamas conducts military 
training for UNRWA children 
in weapons training camps. 
Kids are handed machine guns 
and schooled for war, with top 
Hamas officials on site encour-
aging jihad, and lecturing on the 
importance of taking back these 
villages by force of arms. 

Once again this summer, 
Hamas ran military programs 
with live weapons camps for 
120,000 teenagers – including 
tens of thousands who attend 
UNRWA schools during the 
school year.

Al-Kutla al-Islamiya, a divi-
sion of Hamas, which runs 
their military activities, teaches 
UNRWA children how to fight, 
shoot lethal weapons, and use 
hand grenades in preparation for 
war for their “right of return.”

After exposure to al-Kutla, ele-
mentary and middle schoolers 
join the week-long war games 
program, held in a military 
encampment, where they study 
“jihad, determination, to trust 
Allah and other Islamic values” 
in addition to military tactics.

So there you have it. Without 
batting an eye-lash, a bonafide 
UN agency openly violates the 
UN Convention of the Rights 
of the Child, which states that 
“children should not be forced 
or recruited to take part in a war 
or join the armed forces”.

One might think that UNRWA 
would object to Hamas recruit-
ing its students to become 
terrorists. The opposite is the 
case. On the record, the Hamas 

Minister of Religion told us in a 
filmed interview that “Hamas’ 
relationship with UNRWA 
is good, very good!” In addi-
tion, Hamas has a long history 
of promoting UNRWA educa-
tors and admistrators to top 
positions. Its founder, Sheikh 
Ahmed Yassin, was a teacher in 
the UNRWA school system for 
17 years. And its unions have 
been controlled by Hamas for 
decades. Last spring, UNRWA’s 
former union head Suhail al-
Hindi was named to the Hamas 
cabinet, along with UNRWA’s 
infrastructure chief Muhammad 
al-Jamassi.

While the US is the lead 
Western donor to UNRWA, dol-
ing out $400 million each year to 

this Palestinian refugee agency, 
there has been little oversight of 
UNRWA.

On paper, binding legislation 
was passed by the US Congress 
back in 2003 does require 
UNRWA to vet personnel to 
determine if there are terrorists 
on their payroll. 

Yet the US has never insisted 
that UNRWA vet its personnel. 

The US Congressional 
Research Service now reports 
that the US has never checked 
to see if its humanitarian funds 
wind up in the coffers of Hamas.

Now the US Congress has 
taken off the gloves, and direct-
ed the General Accounting 
Office, the GAO, to make a final 
determination as to whether 

UNRWA is engaged in foment-
ing terror incitement.

Senator James Risch 
(R-Idaho), chairman of the US 
Senate Subcommittee on Near 
Eastern and South and Central 
Asian Affairs, disclosed to me 
that his office made the offi-
cial request of the GAO, the US 
General Accounting office, for 
the first official investigation of 
the alleged involvement of terror 
groups with UNRWA. The ques-
tion that the GAO has been asked 
to determine is whether  UNRWA 
will be found  in violation of US 
penal code § 2339B  – provid-
ing material support to an entity  
designated as an FTO, a “foreign 
terrorist organization.”  

In that context, there is a 
newly formed Knesset Lobby for 
UNRWA Policy Reform, chaired 
by MK Sharren Haskel  from 
the Likud, which met in its first 
session at the Knesset in late 
July. The lobby will reconvene 
in late October, after the US 
GAO report on UNRWA terror 
involvement will be released. 
Knesset Member Avi Dichter, 
who chairs the Knesset Foreign 
Affairs and Security Committee, 
points a harsh finger at UNRWA, 
warning that “almost 100 per-
cent” of UNRWA workers in 
Gaza are active in the Hamas 
terrorist organization.”

 David Bedein, who has 
directed Israel Resource News 
Agency since 1987, administers 
the Center for Near East Policy 
Research. Contact him at israel-
behindthenews.com.

By Cynthia Stone Creem

As a Jewish legislator rep-
resenting a district with 
a large Jewish popula-

tion, I am often called upon 
to lead on issues of impor-
tance to the Jewish communi-
ty.  Usually, the community is 
united in its support or oppo-
sition to an issue.  However, 
as the lead sponsor of Bill 
S.1689, An Act Prohibiting 
Discrimination in State 
Contracts, I now find myself in the midst of a heartfelt 
debate within this diverse yet resolute community.

My bill would require those seeking to do business 
with the state to affirm that they are in compliance with 
all Massachusetts antidiscrimination laws and that they 
do not refuse to do business with others based on race, 
color, creed, religion, sex, national origin, gender iden-
tity, or sexual orientation. But opponents have charac-
terized it as a bill that will silence their ability to protest 
against the policies of the State of Israel. 

I understand the passion surrounding this bill. I place 
a great deal of value on each individual’s opinion and 
feelings on this matter, and I have had numerous discus-

sions both public and private on the nuances of this bill.  
While I respect those who may oppose it, I am confident 
that this legislation is ‒ at its core ‒ written to strengthen 
our Commonwealth’s antidiscrimination laws.  

As a strong and longtime civil liberties and civil rights 
advocate, my goal was to craft it in a way that ensures 
it will not infringe on an individual’s constitutionally 
protected right to free speech, or impact an individual’s 
right to peacefully protest or to criticize a foreign state. I 
believe this bill strikes the proper balance between fur-
thering the Commonwealth’s interest in not subsidizing 
discrimination based on an immutable characteristic 
(such as national origin) while also protecting the cher-
ished constitutional right of free speech.

This bill absolutely will not prevent an individual 
or business from protesting Israel’s – or any country’s 
– policies, or boycotting a company based on specific 
policies or actions that it finds objectionable. For exam-
ple, boycotting a company because it is operating in 
the West Bank would certainly be allowed.  Here is what 
won’t be allowed under my bill: If you want to do busi-
ness with Massachusetts, there can be no discrimination 
based solely on characteristics that an individual cannot 
change, including discrimination based on nationality, 
whether that is Israeli or Iranian or any other state.

A hearing on this bill was held on July 18th at 
the State House, before the Joint Committee on State 

Administration and Regulatory Oversight. The public 
turnout was strong on both sides. While my friends (and 
they are my friends) at the ACLU expressed concerns 
about the supposed unwritten intent of the legislation, 
I was heartened that groups such as the AIDS Action 
Committee – a group that has long felt the sting of dis-
crimination – testified in support of my bill.  

The bill must first be released from committee before 
it can begin the rest of its legislative journey – a jour-
ney that I hope ends with the governor signing the bill 
into law.  However, no matter the fate of this particular 
bill, in these times when words of anger and resent-
ment against whole categories of people, based solely 
on national origin, are spoken from top government 
officials and embraced by too many in the public, we 
must remain resolute in identifying and not accepting 
unlawful discrimination in any form and no matter how 
it is disguised.  The Jewish community knows this all too 
well. 

This bill is hardly a cure-all, and in some ways it may 
be characterized as symbolic. But, even if it were merely 
symbolic, it stands for Massachusetts principles of not 
tolerating or subsidizing discrimination, and it is the 
right symbol and right message to send.  

State senator Cynthia Stone Creem represents  
Newton, Brookline, and most of Wellesley. 

Strengthening our Commonwealth’s antidiscrimination laws

By Sherwin Pomerantz
 

Oftentimes the impact of Israel on 
the Western world is large enough 
to amaze even those of us who 

live here and experience the economic 
miracle every day.

That’s the reaction many of us had this 
week when the US Bureau of Economic 
Analysis (BEA) released foreign direct 
investment (FDI) data for 2016. The fig-
ures show that Israel is the 13th larg-
est source worldwide for foreign direct 
investment into the US at $55.4 mil-
lion, roughly equal to that of Belgium, 
Australia and Sweden. What is even more 
impressive is that this is an astonishing 

121 percent increase from 2015 and 
that Israel is the eighth fastest growing 
source of FDI for the US.

Total foreign direct investment into 
the US in 2016 was $55 billion, which 
means that the total foreign direct invest-
ment in the US now stands at $3.725 tril-
lion, a 12.8 percent increase from 2015. 
This was driven by strong growth in a 
number of markets, including Canada, 
Ireland, Switzerland, Singapore, China 
and Israel.

The top 15 sources of FDI into the US 
last year by UBO (i.e. Ultimate Beneficial 
Owner) were:

(in thousands of US dollars)

1. UK $598,319
2. Canada $453,641
3. Japan $424,347
4. Germany $372,778
5. Ireland $279,647
6. France $267,573
7. Switzerland $196,595
8. The Netherlands $191,937
9. Singapore $73,677

10. Spain $67,179
11. China $58,154
12. Belgium $55,940
13. Israel $55,362
14. Australia $54,307
15. Sweden $52,730

For a country that has been tradi-
tionally seen as one where early stage 
startups are eager to sell out to foreign 
buyers, the fact that Israel is engaged in 
foreign direct investment abroad dem-
onstrates its maturity as an economic 
powerhouse in the region. Note that in 
the list of the top 15 countries, Israel is 
the only one located in the Middle East.

While there is no telling whether these 
statistics suggest a growth trend that can 
continue, the numbers do attest to the 
fact that Israel, once again, punches sig-
nificantly beyond its weight.

Sherwin Pomerantz is president of 
Atid EDI Ltd., a Jerusalem-based busi-
ness.

Israel is America’s 13th largest foreign direct investment source  

UN terror agency under scrutiny by Congress and the Knesset  

A UN-educated Palestinian child attends a Hamas war camp in Gaza.



By Julia Lichtblau

The two best reasons to visit 
Vinalhaven Island off the coast 
of Maine are quarry swimming 

and lobsters. So, I was surprised to see 
a young Orthodox Jewish couple with 
their baby and an older woman, appar-
ently the mother of one or the other, 
among the summer people one August, 
some years ago.

Lobsters, being scavengers, are treif 
(not kosher) and so is immodesty, 
which rules out mixed public swim-
ming, though the details vary among 
Orthodox. Some swim only with fam-
ily and in private. Some never swim 
in mixed company. Some don’t swim, 
period.

Intrigued, I watched the couple from 
afar. The island is only 15 miles long by 
7 miles wide. Commerce clusters around 
Carver’s Harbor. You’ll cross paths with 
anyone several times a day. 

My husband and I were staying in a 
rented house on the island with our two 
children. I’d been coming to the Maine 
islands since childhood and Vinalhaven 
for the past several years. Used to be, 
you never saw anyone “different” on 
the Maine islands. The Vinalhaven 2010 
census is 94.4 percent white, down from 
97.6 percent in 2000. Many fishermen 
have the surnames you see on tomb-
stones in the cemetery, which goes back 
to the 1700s: Burgess, Ames, Young, 
Philbrook, Bunker.

The “summah people” tend to be 
rusticating professionals from New 
York, Boston, and occasionally farther 
afield. That summer, there were several 
white families with adopted non-white 
children, including us, and we knew a 
mixed-race couple from Maryland who 
owned a summer house on Vinalhaven.

The Orthodox family was staying at 
the Tidewater Motel on the harbor. I 
saw the four of them driving around 
in one of the motel owner’s rental cars. 
The couple occasionally rode the motel’s 

clunky single-speed bikes minus baby. 
They looked to be in their 20s, modern 
Orthodox, not Chasidim. She wore a long 
denim skirt, closed shoes, long-sleeved 
shirts, and a head scarf. He had a beard, 
no payot, and wore 
long pants, long-
sleeved shirts, and a 
yarmulke. The tzitzit 
– fringes of his prayer 
shawl – peeked out 
from under his shirt. 
The older woman 
dressed more con-
servatively, in a head 
scarf, dark clothes, 
and stockings.

I wondered what they ate. There are 
no kosher restaurants and no kosher 
section in the Vinalhaven market. They 
certainly couldn’t hang out at The 
Harbor Gawker, the island’s premier 
lunch place, which specializes in milky 
fish, seafood chowders, and cheeseburg-
ers.

*   *   *

Vinalhaven is the tip of a granite 
mountain in Penobscot Bay, an hour and 
a quarter ferry ride east from Rockland. 
Maine ocean swimming is best left to 
children with furnace metabolisms. 

The icy currents flow 
from Greenland and 
Labrador, and the 
cove bottoms are 
covered with ostrich 
egg-sized granite 
stones, slippery with 
kelp. But all over the 
island, the aban-
doned quarries, 50 
feet deep in places, 
have filled with rain 

and spring water, their raw edges grown 
over with fir trees, grasses, and moss.

The town of Vinalhaven maintains 
two quarries as public pools. The swim-
ming is the most delicious imaginable. 
The water is dark green, pure, free of 
weeds and algae, sweet, and chlorine-
free. Quarrying left behind stepping 
stones, high and low diving cliffs, shal-
low and deep areas, and coves. Lie on 

your back and watch the clouds, the 
pines. On warmer weekends, the quar-
ries are somewhat crowded. On a cool 
or cloudy day, you may share an entire 
quarry with one other family.

The Orthodox family had been on the 
island a few days when they showed up 
at our preferred quarry. Just the couple 
and their baby. There were a few other 
families swimming, island women with 
school-age children, and we and our 
two kids. 

I wondered how the island women 
would react to the couple. Jews haven’t 
historically gotten a very warm welcome 
in Maine. In the 1950s, most Maine 
resorts excluded Jews. Today, there are 
only 14,000 Jews among the 1.3 million 
residents of the vast state. 

I watched the island women go out 
of their way to talk to the young mother 
when she brought the baby down to 
the large, flat rock closest to the water 
and splashed the little girl. Maybe they 
didn’t notice the husband’s yarmulke. 
Or maybe they felt compassion for the 
flushed mother in her hot, confining 
clothes. Her equally red-faced husband 
walked around on the rock, appearing 
restless and uncomfortable.

My own mother is not Jewish, but my 
family ties are exclusively to my father’s 
Viennese Jewish origins, one of those 
assimilated bourgeois families that gave 
up ritual, but not its sense of Jewish 
identity. I’m sure that a couple of hun-
dred years ago, my ancestors lived by 
Orthodox rules as well.

The rules of tznius (modesty) are sup-
posed to prevent women from stimulat-
ing inappropriate erotic feeling in men. 
Rabbis cite the Torah, but the Torah 
allows slavery and prescribes execution 
for adultery and stoning if a bride turns 
out not to be a virgin. Why modesty and 
not slavery? Why not a little stoning, 
while we’re at it? Why, on a beautiful 
summer day, should God let the goyim 
be cool and happy and the pious Jews 
suffer?

300 Salem Street (Vinnin Square)
Swampscott, MA 01907 

saganrealtors.com
781-593-6111  |  781-631-6111

SPECTACULAR!

For more details and photos of this and many other properties, visit saganrealtors.com

SWAMPSCOTT … Renovated Beachfront 5 bedroom, 4 full and 2 half bath oceanfront colonial home.  
Stunning designer kitchen, dream master bedroom with water view terrace, blue-stone beachfront patio.  

No expense was spared and it shows! Carefully designed for the present owner! $2,495,000
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At some point, the couple 
had some discussion, and the 
wife went off briefly toward the 
woods while the father watched 
the baby. She came back wear-
ing an ordinary one-piece bath-
ing suit. She was very thin and 
had long brown hair and white 
skin. Then her young husband 
took off his pants, shirt, and 
tallis, right on the rock in front 
of us. He had his bathing suit 
on underneath his clothes. He 
was also very white, thin, and 
long-waisted. 

The woman went into the 
water first. She could swim well. 
I felt like a voyeur watching her 
dunk her head and let the water 
run off her hair. Her movements 
were a little shy. I wondered if 
she’d always been so observant. 
She swam back and began play-
ing with the baby, while her 
husband swam.

I talked with her about 
babies and sunscreen, not dar-
ing to ask: Do you feel guilty? 
Do you do this in other places 
where you’re unlikely to meet 

other Orthodox Jews? Do you 
think God minds? Did He bring 
you to this water to tempt you?

My mother, who went to 
Catholic school as a little girl 
in the 1920s, adored one of 
her teachers, a young, pretty 
nun. “I used to think maybe 
she’ll escape,” she told me. I 
was thinking the same thing for 
this young couple. Run! Free 
yourself!

Virginia Woolf wrote a short 
story, “An Unwritten Novel,” in 
which the narrator invents a 
miserable, old-maid life, a cruel 
sister-in-law, and a dead mar-
ried lover for a woman on a 
train who turns out to have a 
son waiting cheerfully for her at 
the next station. Maybe this was 
the peace the Orthodox couple 
had made with their restricted 
lives – sneaking brief pleasures 
where no one they knew would 
see or condemn them – and I’d 
simply projected onto them my 
admittedly conflicted feelings 
about religion.

You can find a justification 

for many things in the Bible: 
smiting, vengeance, repen-
tance, rejoicing. To swim hap-
pily on a summer day? I’m no 
Torah scholar, but Ecclesiastes 
7:15 might suffice: “Be not 
righteous overmuch … why 
shouldst thou destroy thyself?”

Julia Lichtblau’s writ-
ing has appeared in The 
American Scholar, Narrative, 
BusinessWeek, and elsewhere. 
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directed by the author

up next
Israel Horovitz’s latest comedy

Out of the Mouths of Babes
AUGUST 11 – SEPTEMBER 2

FFour women arrive in Paris for the funeral of the 
100-year-old man who loved each of them–at 
times variously, at times simultaneously. For 24 
hours they share his apartment, delicious secrets, 
and a dead cat.

S E A S O N  S P O N S O R

S H O W  S P O N S O R :  M O L L I E  A N D  J O H N  B Y R N E S

M E D I A  S P O N S O R
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Looking Ahead
AUGUST 11
SHARE-A-SHABBAT Potluck Dinner at 5:30 p.m. (please bring a dairy dish for 
8 - 10 people); 6 p.m. Musical Kabbalat Shabbat service with Cantor Elana. 
Please RSVP to familylife@shirathayam.org. Congregation Shirat Hayam of the 
North Shore, 55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott. 781-599-8005. 

AUGUST 12
MANCHESTER SUMMER CHAMBER MUSIC: SUMMERTIME- AND THE 
CLASSICS GET JAZZY Featuring horn player, Laura Weiner. How does the jazz 
of Gershwin connect with the music of Mozart, Beethoven, and Ravel? Not to 
mention an Italian tango for strings and horn? 7:30 p.m. The Barn at Castle Hill, 
290 Argilla Rd., Ipswich. Tickets at manchestersummerchambermusic.org.

AUGUST 15
BOSTON JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL: ‘MENASHE’ - FREE SPECIAL PREVIEW 
SCREENING Set within the New York Hasidic community in Borough Park, 
Brooklyn, Menashe follows a kind but hapless grocery store clerk trying to 
maintain custody of his son Rieven after his wife, Lea, passes away. Since they 
live in a tradition-bound culture that requires a mother present in every home, 
Rieven is supposed to be adopted by the boy’s strict, married uncle. 7 p.m. 
West Newton Cinema, 1296 Washington St., West Newton. 617-964-6060, 
westnewtoncinema.com.

AUGUST 16
BOSTON JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL: ‘MOOS’ Moos’ life consists of cooking, 
cleaning, and helping out in her dad’s shop. But when her childhood friend, 
Sam, returns from Israel for a visit, he inspires her to revisit her dreams. 
(Netherlands). 7 p.m. West Newton Cinema, 1296 Washington St., West 
Newton. 617-964-6060, westnewtoncinema.com.

AUGUST 18-19
SHABBAT SERVICES WITH RABBI LILA KAGEDAN Erev Shabbat 
services begin at 7 p.m. and Morning Services are at 9:30 a.m., followed 
by a light kiddush. Walnut Street Synagogue, 145 Walnut St., Chelsea. 
walnutstreetsynagogue.com.
PJ LIBRARY TOT SHABBAT BY THE SEA Young families are invited to join us 
for a family friendly, musical Shabbat service with Marcy Yellin. Bring a chair 
or a blanket and we will supply the pizza. In the event of rain, the program 
will move to Temple B’nai Abraham. 5:30-6:30 p.m. Lynch Park, 55 Ober St., 
Beverly. Free. RSVP to posher@lappinfoundation.org

The Arthur J. Epstein Hillel School Naming Ceremony

Brunch and the renaming ceremony of Cohen Hillel Academy to Arthur J. Epstein Hillel School, 
in recognition of Epstein’s generous $5 million donation to the school in January. A permanent 
tribute to the Cohen family will be installed at the school to honor their legacy. RSVP by August 
21st to Diane at diane@cohenhillel.org or call 781-639-2880. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Cohen Hillel 
Academy, 6 Community Rd., Marblehead.

AUGUST 
27

Set within the 
New York Hasidic 

community in Borough 
Park, Brooklyn, 

Menashe follows a kind but 
hapless grocery store clerk trying to 
maintain custody of his son Rieven 
after his wife, Lea, passes away.
West Newton Cinema,  
1296 Washington St., West Newton. 7 p.m. 617-964-6060, westnewtoncinema.com.

BJFF: ‘Menashe’ - FREE Special Preview Screening

AUGUST 
15
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AUGUST 19
ACCLAIMED SONGWRITER JONATHAN 
EDWARDS Performs at Maudslay Arts 
Center in Newburyport in support of his new 
album, “Tomorrow’s Child,” that features the 
venerable and beloved Edwards accompanied 
by such roots music luminaries Shawn Colvin, 
Jerry Douglas, John Cowan, Vince Gill and 
Alison Krauss.

AUGUST 20
JCCNS SUMMER DAY TRIP to Tanglewood 
Music Center in Lenox to the Leonard 
Bernstein Memorial Concert. Cost is $110 and 
includes travel in a luxury coach bus, lunch 
and the afternoon concert. Bus leaves the 
JCCNS Sunday at 7:00 a.m., and returns later 
that evening. Reserve your spot at 781-631-
8330. Space is limited. JCCNS,  
4 Community Rd., Marblehead. 

MUSIC FOR TOTS Play, sing, dance and 
groove with your tot on the patio with a 
BBQ. Mr. Owen will be leading the class with 
creative movement and guitar. Rain or shine. 
4 p.m. Boston Synagogue, 55 Martha Rd., 
Boston, office@bostonsynagogue.org, 617-
523-0453.

AUGUST 23
HIGHER AND 
HIGHER Prepare 
your soul for the 
High Holidays, 
a collaborative 
learning project of 
Congregation Shirat 
Hayam and Temple 
Sinai. Join us for 
two evenings of 
soulful preparation 

for the High Holidays with Rabbi David Cohen-
Henriquez of Temple Sinai and Rabbi Michael 
Ragozin of Congregation Shirat Hayam. All are 
welcome. RSVP appreciated to Marylou at 
781-599-8005 or marylou@shirathayam.org. 
7:30-8:30 p.m. Temple Sinai, 1 Community 
Rd., Marblehead.

AUGUST 24 
SUNDOWN AND S’MORES BY THE SEA  
Join CJE families and friends at Devereux 

Beach to watch the sunset, nibble some 
s’mores and re-connect after the summer. 
Families with kids 2 – 13 especially welcome. 
Free, s’mores materials provided RSVP: 
Janis@shirathayam.org – this is REQUIRED or 
there will not be enough marshmallows.

AUGUST 25 
HOLY HAPPY HOUR MINYAN Shirat Hayam’s 
monthly Musical Friday Night Service. 5:30 
p.m. Congregation Shirat Hayam of the North 
Shore, 55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott. No 
registration necessary. Call Sherri at 781-599-
8005. 

FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE at Congregation 
Tifereth Israel. 7:30 p.m., Oneg will follow. 
All are welcome to attend. Elliot Hershoff, 
President. Park and Spring Streets, Peabody. 
Visit peabodyshul.org.

AUGUST 27 
THE ARTHUR J. EPSTEIN HILLEL SCHOOL 
NAMING CEREMONY Brunch and the 
renaming ceremony of Cohen Hillel Academy 
to Arthur J. Epstein Hillel School, in recognition 
of Epstein’s generous $5 million donation to 
the school in January. A permanent tribute 
to the Cohen family will be installed at the 
school to honor their legacy. RSVP by August 
21st to Diane at diane@cohenhillel.org or call 
781-639-2880. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Cohen Hillel 
Academy, 6 Community Rd., Marblehead.

CONNECTIONS, Widows, Widowers, and 
singles BBQ. $18 paid in advance, $25 paid at 
the door. 4 p.m. Congregation Shirat Hayam of 
the North Shore, 55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott. 
781-599-8005. 

AUGUST 10-20
NEWBURYPORT CHAMBER MUSIC 
FESTIVAL  8 full days of concerts, house 
reading parties, open rehearsals, lectures, 
demos, family concerts, and more. For 
concert information and venues, go to 
newburyportchambermusic.org.

ONGOING 
MONDAYS 
ZUMBA FOR ADULTS at Temple Ner Tamid,  
368 Lowell St., Peabody. 978-532-1293.  
office@templenertamid.org. 6:15-7:15 p.m.

TUESDAYS
NEW PARENT SUPPORT GROUP  
Mothers and/or fathers can give and receive 
support, and ask questions. Open to all faiths, 
races, and sexual orientation. Registration is 
NOT required and is free to attend. 10:45 a.m.-
12:15 p.m. Free. JCCNS, 4 Community Rd., 
Marblehead.

PAPERBACK JUKEBOX (at Abbot Library)  
10:15-11 a.m. Join Temple Emanu-El for a 
musical story hour designed especially for 
children 5 and under and their families. Abbot 
Public Library, 235 Pleasant Street, Marblehead. 

WEDNESDAYS
KNITTING KNIGHTS 7:30-9 p.m. Join the 
JCCNS for casual evenings of knitting and chat. 
Every first Wednesday of the Month. Open to all 
ages. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead. 
Free. RSVP sewing@jccns.com. 

THURSDAYS
SPEAK UP with Toastmasters. 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays of every month. 7-8:30 p.m. Do you 
get nervous speaking in public? Whether you’re 
called upon to give a business presentation, 
propose a wedding toast, the JCCNS 
Toastmasters Club can  
help you. Must be 
18 or older. JCCNS, 
4 Community Rd., 
Marblehead. Contact 
Tom Cheatham 
at 781-476-9905; 
email tcheatham@
jccns.com, jccns.
toastmastersclubs.org. 

ADULT TORAH STUDIES  With Rabbi Steven 
Lewis. 11 a.m. Temple Ahavat Achim, 86 Middle 
St., Gloucester. 

PJ LIBRARY WIGGLES AND GIGGLES Jewish 
children ages 2½-5 and parents/caregivers are 
invited to a high-energy music and movement 
program with Jewish-themed. games and 
activities. Free and will meet on Thursdays, 
August 10, 17 and 24 from 10-11 a.m. at Cohen 
Hillel Academy, 6 Community Rd., Marblehead. 
To register or for more information, contact 
Phyllis Osher at 978-740-4404 or posher@
lappinfoundation.org. Walk-ins welcome.

FRIDAYS 
Senior Lunch and Learn Seniors are invited to 
participate in a class or enjoy a guest speaker 
on the third Friday of each month and stay to 
socialize over lunch! 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. JCCNS, 
4 Community Rd., Marblehead. Register in 
advance by calling 781-631-8330. 

SATURDAYS 
TORAH STUDY. 9-10 a.m. Temple Emanu-El 
invites everybody to lay-led Torah Study. The first 
Shabbat of every month is led by Rabbi Meyer. 
Temple Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic Ave., Marblehead. 
781-631-9300.

SUNDAYS
SUNDAES ON SUNDAYS! Sunday nights 
after minyan (starts at 7:30 p.m.), enjoy an ice 
cream sundae. August 20; September 3. Temple 
Ner Tamid, Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody. 978-532-1293. office@templenertamid.
org.

Submit your events to: 
calendar@jewishjournal.org
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By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

OGUNQUIT – A Latvian 
Jewish immigrant fears los-
ing his daughter. African-
Americans struggle for full 
respect as citizen descendants 
of slaves. These key scenarios 
of the 1975 E.L. Doctorow his-
torical novel “Ragtime” and the 
1998 Broadway musical of the 
same name may speak to a cli-

mate of xenophobia and prej-
udice in early 1900’s America. 
Yet they resonate just as pow-
erfully as a 2017 White House 
seeks to limit legal immigration 
and plans to bring suit against 
colleges employing affirma-
tive action considerations in 
making admissions decisions. 
As Ogunquit Playhouse direc-
tor Seth Sklar-Heyn reminds 
audiences in his playbill notes, 
Doctorow once observed that 

“History is the present. That’s 
why each generation writes it 
anew.” Now this brilliantly syn-
copated “Ragtime’’ is playing 
out the vibrant song of that his-
tory in a revival for the ages.

Set largely in New York City 
and Atlantic City and bringing 
together fictional characters 
and such diverse real people 
as Houdini, Evelyn Nesbitt, 
Emma Goldman, J.P. Morgan 
and Booker T. Washington, 

“Ragtime” captures the promise 
and the pain of pre-World War I 
America. Upper class suburban-
ites, East European immigrants 
and aspiring black Americans 
enter and march opposite and 
around each other in a tellingly 
high-conflict opening sharply 
blocked by Sklar-Heyn. 

The stark contrast of the three 
groups is enhanced by cos-
tume coordinator Molly Walz’s 
vivid outfits (based on Santo 
Loquasto’s Broadway originals) 
– ranging from New Rochelle’s 
conservatively elegant attire 
to the poor immigrants’ black 
and white simple attire and the 
African-Americans’ snappy and 
colorful suits and dresses. 

With a clear book by Terrence 
McNally and an emotionally 
rich score by Stephen Flaherty 
(music) and Lynn Ahrens (lyr-
ics), this four-Tony Award-
winning musical (including very 
deserved honors for book and 
score), Ragtime’s compelling 
narrative will transform an ini-
tially complacent white family, 
turn tallit-donning and Yiddish 
fluent Jewish silhouette book 
creator Tateh into a successful 
and assimilated but still proudly 
Jewish silent film director and 
propel gifted Harlem piano 
player Coalhouse Walker into a 
figure moved to radical action 
and revenge by deadly hatred 
and injustice.

Under Sklar-Heyn’s pains-
taking guidance, all three stories 
and their eventual over-lapping 
are woven together as master-
fully as the tapestry adorning 
the J.P. Morgan Library in Tim 
Mackabee’s well-detailed scenic 
design. Jesse Robb’s properly 
varied choreography smartly 
captures the high-stepping 
moves of Coalhouse’s entou-
rage in a rollicking number like 
“Getting’ Ready Rag” as well as 
the escapist ensemble couples 
of “Atlantic City, Part II.” Richard 
Latta’s lighting evokes the poet-
ic blossoming of opportunity 
during “Ragtime”’s tumultuous 

changes, while Kevin Heard’s 
sound design catches the prom-
ise of the Model T and the perils 
of racism and ethnic clash.

Best of all, Ogunquit’s 
Broadway caliber “Ragtime” 
features both the best ensemble 
and individual musical perfor-
mances thus far in 2017. Darnell 
Abraham has all of Coalhouse’s 
charisma, charm and tender-
ness with Sarah and his son 
as well as his fire and outrage 
in the face of punishing prej-
udice. Big-voiced Abraham 
and songbird Lindsay Roberts 
– rightly vulnerable but deter-
mined as Sarah – deliver the 
show’s anthem-like best num-
ber “Wheels of a Dream” with 
heart-stirring hopefulness. Josh 
Young captures Tateh’s tenacity 
as artist and undaunted immi-
grant and deep caring for his 
daughter, particularly as he cov-
ers her with his tallit to keep her 
warm and richly sings this icon-
ic immigrant’s future-embrac-
ing solo “Gliding.” 

Kirsten Scott finds New 
Rochelle Mother’s warmth and 
wisdom as she stands up to her 
chauvinistic husband Father 
– played with proper clueless-
ness by Jamie LaVerdiere – and 
attempts to protect Sarah and 
her son. Sol Thomas (who alter-
nates with Tyler Wladis) catches 
their son The Little Boy’s truth-
telling directness and a baseball 
during the then tellingly white 
“What a Game!” Julian Decker 
has all of Mother’s Younger 
Brother’s explosive singlemind-
edness, and Klea Blackhurst 
Jewish activist Emma Goldman’s 
indomitable spirit.

Darnell Abraham brings sin-
gular intensity to Coalhouse’s 
anthem-like call for justice 
in ‘’Make Them Hear You.” 
Likewise Ogunquit’s fired-up 
‘’Ragtime’’ has must-see fire. 

Ragtime, Ogunquit 
Playhouse, Ogunquit, Maine, 
through August 26. ogunquit-
playhouse.org. 

Week of Friday, Aug 11 through Thursday, August 17, 2017

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

68 KILL (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate  

18-seat screening room
Fri & Sat: (12:00), (2:45),  

(4:40), 7:20, 9:20
Sun - Thu: (12:00), (2:45), (4:40), 7:20

DETROIT (R) 
Fri & Sat: (3:45), 6:45, 9:45

Sun - Thu: (3:45), 6:45

THE EMOJI MOVIE (PG) 
Fri - Thu: (11:45 AM), (1:45)

DUNKIRK (PG-13) 
Fri & Sat: (11:30 AM), (2:00),  

(4:30), 7:15, 9:40
Sun - Thu: (11:30 AM), (2:00),  

(4:30), 7:15

LADY MACBETH (R) 
Fri & Sat: (12:15), (2:30),  

(4:45), 7:00, 9:30
Sun - Thu: (12:15), (2:30),  

(4:45), 7:00

THIS PERFECT PLACE: 
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
(NR) 

Mon - Thu: 4:30 PM

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate  

18-seat screening room
Fri - Thu: 2:00, 6:30

Visit our website for other showtimes

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington St., Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Closed Saturdays

154 Atlantic Avenue
Marblehead, MA 01945

1-800-432-0304  • 1-781-631-0303

Stowaway Sweets

Candy for  
All Occasions!

AMEX        DISCOVER        MC        VISA
617-738-3354

michaelsdelibrookline.com

256 Harvard St., Brookline

To advertise,  
contact Lois:  

lois@jewishjournal.org 
or call  

978-745-4111

Event 
Planning

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

A Widow, Widowers &  Singles Group at Shirat Hayam
Open to the community. Membership not required.

Connections BBQ!
 

Sunday, August 27 at 4:00 pm
At Congregation Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Avenue, Swampscott

$18.00 paid in advance (payable to CSH), $25.00 paid at the door

Please call 781-599-8005 or email csh@shirathayam.org  
with any questions or to RSVP.

You may also register online at  
http://shirathayam.org/Connections-May-2017

C   NNECTIONS
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Photo by Gary Ng 
Josh Young and Ella Luke-Tedeschi star in “Ragtime.” 

Ensemble soars in “Ragtime”



978-750-0100
Mon-Sat: 6am - 9pm  ~  Sunday: 6am - 8pm

expires August 31, 2017
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By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Fred Taylor has been the 
man behind Boston’s jazz 
scene for more than 50 

years. After decades of steering 
the musical ship at such legend-
ary venues as the Jazz Workshop, 
Scullers, and Tanglewood, Taylor 
is bringing his impeccable taste 
to the historic Cabot in Beverly 
for a new series of shows that are 
sure to please jazz lovers and all 
music fans alike. 

Returning jazz to the North 
Shore is a fitting tribute to a 
fellow Jewish music legend and 
Taylor’s longtime friend, Lennie 
Sogoloff, who made Lennie’s 
on the Turnpike in Peabody the 
hottest spot on Route 1 in the 
’50s and ’60s.

Taylor, now 88, has been into 
music since he was a young boy 
growing up in Newton. When 
asked what got him started on 
the road to making it a career, 
Taylor quickly credited one 
thing: a tape recorder.

“When the Revere recorder 
came on the market, I bought 
it,” he said. “I thought it was the 
best thing since sliced bread. I 
ran around to all the clubs and 
recorded. That led to my taping 

of Dave Brubeck.” 
Those tapes would become 

an album that pushed both 
Brubeck and Taylor into the 
spotlight.

Around 1960, Taylor received 
a call from a friend who want-
ed him to record again, this 
time at a club in Lynn where 
Hammond organ player Joe 
Bucci was on the bill.

“I recorded them for about 
four nights,” Taylor recalled, 
“and at the end of the night, I 
asked for a little something and 
[the manager] did the ‘I ain’t 
got no money’ shuffle.” 

Discouraged but undaunt-
ed, Taylor took a leap of faith. 
“I told him that, if he took me 
on as a partner, he wouldn’t 
owe me anything,” Taylor said. 
“So, in a funny way, it was a 
tape recorder that got me into 
the business.”Having honed 
his musical ear listening to 
early heroes such as Woody 
Herman, Lionel Hampton, and 
Louis Jordan at the RKO Boston 
Theatre, Taylor became a record 
executive when he recorded 
and then sold the tapes from a 
Brubeck show at Storyville, the 
Boston club owned by George 
Wein. It was not long after 
that Taylor opened The Jazz 

Workshop and Paul’s Mall – 
where the careers of such stars 
as Billy Joel, Bruce Springsteen, 
Willie “Loco” Alexander (who 
Taylor also managed), house 
pianist Keith Jarrett, and even 
comedians Steve Martin and a 
jug-headed local kid named Jay 
Leno got their starts. 

Taylor became the booking 
manager for the award-win-
ning Scullers Jazz Club when 
it opened 27 years ago, and 
remained in that post until he 
was let go in January.

“The Scullers thing came 

abruptly, so I hadn’t been look-
ing for anything in particular,” 
Taylor said. “But I still wanted 
to be in it. And as I had rela-
tions with the Cabot, it became 
a natural place to focus.”

Taylor credited his long-
time collaborator, Sue Auclair, 
who handles marketing for 
the venue, for the launch of 
the Cabot’s Fred Taylor Jazz & 
Heritage Series, which debuted 
in June.

Among the artists who have 
heeded Taylor’s call for the series 
are the Squirrel Nut Zippers 

(August 31); acclaimed acap-
pella group Take 6 (September 
30); tap master Maurice Hines 
(October 27); and ukulele prod-
igy Jake Shimabukuro (October 
28). Shows continue leading up 
to The World Famous Glenn 
Miller Orchestra (December 8). 

“I try to have something for 
everyone,” Taylor said. “I have 
a tendency to look for things 
that are special and that are 
not just the regular run of who 
is out there.”

“Fred Taylor has been an 
invaluable resource to the 
Cabot,” said executive direc-
tor J. Casey Soward, noting 
how Taylor has also brought in 
longtime friend and colleague 
Harold Blank, the former owner 
of the Harvard Square Cinema, 
who is now scheduling films at 
the Beverly venue.

No matter what he does or 
with whom, Taylor’s golden 
touch continues to impress 
and bring new people into the 
music he has loved for genera-
tions. 

“It’s like that old Monty 
Python line,” Taylor suggested. 
“ ‘And now for something com-
pletely different.’ The series is 
unusual, but all the artists are 
quality.”

Jazz impresario Fred Taylor

said. Out of the blue, she put two 
and two together: What better 
way to celebrate the blending of 
their multigenerational families 
than at the theater?

When she ran the idea by 
Goldman, he was totally on 
board. 

They checked NSMT’s sched-
ule and realized the last matinee 
performance of the love story, 
“Beauty and the Beast,” was 
Sunday July 31. They confirmed 
with their rabbi, Rabbi Robert S. 
Goldstein of Temple Emanuel in 
Andover, that he was available to 
officiate. Suddenly, they not only 
had a wedding venue, they also 
had a ready-made theme. “It was 
bashert,” Goldman said.

When they went to the the-
ater, general manager Karen 
Nascembeni and the NSMT staff 
helped turn their dream into a 
reality. They bought a section of 
the 1,800-seat theater so their 
more than 100 guests could sit 
together. “After all the whole 
thing of ‘Beauty and the Beast’ 
is ‘Be our guest! Be our guest!’” 
Sherman joked.

Nascembeni helped the cou-
ple with all the logistics, includ-
ing hiring Essex caterer Timothy 
Hopkins. The traditional Jewish 
wedding ceremony took place at 
noon in a large rehearsal space 
with a chuppa of yellow roses 
adorned with a single red rose, 
representative of the Beast’s 
enchanted red rose under glass. 

For the bride and groom, 
however, while the theme was 
fun, the most important part of 
the day was family. “All our chil-
dren and grandchildren were in 
the ceremony,” Sherman said. 

Officiating a wedding at a 
musical theater was a first for 
Rabbi Goldstein. Although most 
of the weddings he has con-
ducted over the course of his 
career have been in synagogues, 
he believes that wherever a wed-
ding takes place, the affection 
that the bride and groom have 
for each other, and the warmth 
and sincere love the guests have 
for the couple, transforms wher-
ever the ceremony takes place 
into a holy and sacred space. 
“Harvey and Leni are blessed. 
There was unbridled happiness 
in the room,” he said.

After an hors d’oeuvres recep-

tion, all the guests strolled across 
the garden area into the theater 
for Act One. At intermission, 
they returned for more noshes. 
After Act Two, they enjoyed an 
ice cream sundae bar and other 
desserts and drinks.

Sherman, a retired Brandeis 
University administrator, took 
the “Beauty and the Beast” 
theme seriously, coordinating 
decorations and décor. Like 
Belle, she and her bridesmaids 
wore yellow. And, like the Beast, 
Goldman wore blue. Each guest 
received a red rose as they 
entered the theater. 

Although delighted by his 
themed wedding, Goldman 
admits it was all a little more 
than they originally anticipated. 
“The whole idea of this was for 
us not to be the center of atten-
tion,” he said with a laugh.

Striking a more serious note, 
Goldman, who owns Goldman 
Funeral Chapel in Malden with 
his son, Jay waxed philosophi-
cal: “One thing I’ve learned in 
this line of business is that we 
only have one shot. We never 
know what tomorrow’s going to 
bring. You don’t want to live your 
life saying, ‘Why didn’t I?’”

Theme of beauty
from page 1

Music
Fred Taylor brings the swag of jazz to the Cabot in Beverly



Sandra Freshman, 81, of 
Peabody, died on July 25, 2017, 
at Rosewood Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center. She was 
the beloved wife of Sumner 
M. Freshman. Mr. and Mrs. 
Freshman shared 59 years of 
marriage before her passing.

Born in Malden, Sandra was 
the daughter of the late Charles 
and Molly (Finkelstein) Brown. 
She was a claims adjuster for 
General Electric for 13 years, 
retiring in 1998.

Sandra was a former member 
of Hadassah Del Ray Beach (Fla.) 
chapter and had volunteered for 
the North Shore Music Theatre 
for many years. 

She was a fantastic mother, 
wife and caregiver, who could 
be counted on without fail for 
anything. 

Left to cherish her memory 
are her beloved husband Sumner 
and their two wonderful sons, Jay 
and his wife Roberta Freshman 
of Middleton and Neil Freshman 
of Peabody. She was the devot-
ed grandmother of Evan and 
Kayleigh Freshman. She also 
leaves her brothers, Stanley and 
Richard Brown.

Funeral services were held on 
July 27 at Maple Hill Cemetery 
Chapel, Sabino Farm Road, 
Peabody. Contributions in 
Sandra’s memory may be made 
to the charity of one’s choice. 
Arrangements were entrusted to 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 
Chapel, Salem. To register in 
the online guestbook, visit  
stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Bernard (“Bernie”) Kummins, 
86, of Marblehead, formerly of 
Boston, entered into rest on 
August 2, 2017. 

Beloved husband of the late 
Evelyn (Gartz) Kummins. Devoted 
father of Susan Kummins, Rachael 
Kummins, and Jerold Kummins 
and his wife Randy. Loving son 
of the late William and Bessie 
(Skolnick) Kummins. Beloved 
brother of the late Annice (“Anne”) 
Coddon and brother-in-law of the 
late Doris Hirsch. Devoted uncle 
of Karen and Stephen Hirsch, and 
Mark and Amy Coddon, Faith, 
Ilene, and Araya Coddon. Loving 
Zayde of Joshua and Allyson 
Kummins. 

Bernard was a graduate of 
Boston English High School, 
a Korean War veteran, a retired 

member of IBEW Local 103, 
and a 50-plus-year member of 
Philanthropic Lodge, F. & A.M., of 
Marblehead. 

Services were held at Temple 
Sinai, Marblehead, on August 4. 
Interment followed at Chevra 
Mishna Cemetery, Lynn. Contri-
butions in Bernard’s memory may 
be made to the Kummins Family 
Discretionary Fund for the ben-
efit of Temple Sinai, 1 Community 
Road, Marblehead, MA 01945. 
Services were entrusted to 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 
Chapel, Salem. To register in the 
online guestbook, visit stanetsky-
hymansonsalem.com.

REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

Weaver OrthOdOntics
Orthodontics for Adults, Adolescents and Children

PERSONAL TRAINING & NUTRITIONAL COACHING

www.embodymentrx.com
matt@embodymentrx.com

(781) 710-2131
FREE Consultation!

EMBODYMENT RX
Making it Simple to Lose Weight  
And Increase Energy Through  
Proper Exercise and Nutrition

HEARING

Doctor Trusted, Patient Voted #1
600 Loring Avenue, Salem, MA

978-607-0062 • renewhearing.net

Personalized home care services 
from 1-hour a week to 24-hrs a day

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

781-245-1880  abchhp.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

HEALTH SERVICES

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

PRIVATE DUTY CARE	
	

	

	
	
	
	

Concierge Level Home Care 
	
	

Case	Management	
Medical	Escort	

	

Memory	Care	•	Personal	Care	
	

Meticulous	Staff	Selection	
Companions	•	Home	Health	Aides	

LPNs	•	RNs	
	

Providing	Up	to	24/7	Care	
	

Fully	Bonded	and	Insured	
	

8	Cherry	Street	•	Danvers,	MA	01923	
978-500-5161	

AberdeenHomeCareInc.com	
	

Specializing in Private Duty Home Care Since 2001 

	

ELDER SERVICES

Serving Danvers, Marblehead, Salem,  
Middleton & Peabody Since 1976 

978-750-4540     www.nselder.org 

Information, Support & Services for  
our local area older adults 

•
To advertise in 

The Jewish Journal’s 
HEALTH SERVICES  

DIRECTORY,
email 

lois@jewishjournal.org

or call 
978-745-4111

•
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Sandra Freshman, 81, 
of Peabody

Bernard (“Bernie”) Kummins, 86,  
of Marblehead, formerly of Boston
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submissions will be charged 
accordingly. Photographs cost 
$25. For further information, 
contact your local funeral home; 
call Andrew at the Jewish 
Journal at 978-745-4111 x174; 
or email andrew@jewishjournal.
org.
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a community to go to. 
The app helps make 
sure caregivers don’t 
feel alone in what can 
be a lonely job,” she 
said.

Released in June, 
the free app currently works on Apple and Android 
systems, with Kindle on the wish list. Its menu 
revolves around the ballad and a toolset Segil 
developed for GLSS with the help of a grant from 
the Massachusetts Office of Elder Affairs. 

Pep talks, activities, and tips for getting through 
the day are on the app’s tabs, as well as a link 
where caregivers can learn more about dementia 
and also share their ideas and feedback.

“People need to know that they are not alone, 
that there are ways to make the caring easier,” 

Segil said. The app 
helps them remem-
ber the importance 
of also caring for 
themselves by relax-
ing, refocusing, and 
regrouping.

The app has received positive feedback, includ-
ing from a friend of Segil’s whose husband passed 
away from dementia 10 years ago. “She told me 
that at that time, she had no confidence that 
anything could be better or that she could do 
anything differently,” Segil said. “She said this app 
would have been so meaningful to her because it 
gives hope.” 

For more information, visit caregiversmatter.
org.

Gail Deborah (Schwartz) 
Rosengard, a longtime resident 
of Chelmsford, died peacefully at 
her home on August 6, 2017 at the 
age of 66. 

Gail was born in Lawrence, the 
daughter of Barbara (Weinstein) 
Schwartz and the late Judge 
Maurice Schwartz. She grew up 
in Methuen, graduating as vale-
dictorian from Tenney High 
School class of 1969. She gradu-
ated magna cum laude from 
Brandeis University class of 1973, 
and obtained a Master of Science 
in Education from Syracuse 
University.

Gail enjoyed a highly suc-
cessful 35-year career in the 
Lawrence public schools, begin-
ning as a teacher of Vietnamese 
refugee children. She moved 
from teaching to administration. 
She held the position of Title I 
Coordinator for eighteen years. 
She instituted many new and 
innovative programs while in this 
position, including establishing 
team teaching and cooperative 
learning practices in Lawrence. 
She led a team of school-based 
curriculum facilitators whose 
role was to nurture and develop 
a strong chain of teacher leader-
ship throughout the system. She 
was instrumental in restoring 
Lawrence High School’s accredi-

tation in 2004. She served as the 
Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum and Instruction for 
the last six years of her career. She 
was also well-respected statewide 
for her innovative practices and 
new program development, and 
was often called upon to provide 
statewide training and presenta-
tions. In 1995, she was award-
ed the State’s Andrew Mountain 
Prize in compensatory education. 

Gail was an active volunteer, 
holding many philanthropic 
roles. She was an active mem-
ber of the former Temple Beth 
El in Lowell, where she served as 
Sisterhood president and Torah 
Fund Chair, and held the position 
of vice president for Torah Fund 

on the New England branch of 
Women’s League for Conservative 
Judaism. She was a board mem-
ber of the Merrimack Valley 
Hebrew Academy, serving on its 
education committee. She was 
a board member of the Greater 
Lawrence International Institute. 
She chaired the Lawrence School 
Department’s United Fund 
drive. She was a member of the 
Montefiore Synagogue in Lowell, 
Congregation Beth Israel in 
Lawrence, and Temple Emunah 
of Lexington, and was a member 
of the sisterhoods of these syna-
gogues. She was a life member of 
Hadassah.

Music held a special place 
in Gail’s life. She played piano, 
took up guitar in retirement, 
and always found a way to sing. 
For the past 16 years she sang 
and occasionally soloed with 
“The Mak’haylah”, the chorus of 
Temple Emunah. She was a life-
long learner, enjoying adult edu-
cation classes, history, and read-
ing. Her hobbies included writ-
ing, traveling, the arts, and home 
décor.

Gail leaves behind her adored 
and adoring husband of 33 years, 
Mark Rosengard; her mother, 
Barbara Schwartz, formerly of 
Andover, now of Acton; her sister 
and brother-in-law Pamela and 

Ronald Bruckman, of Nashua, 
N.H.; sister-in-law Dana Frankel 
of Lowell; nieces Nancy Bruckman 
of Brookline, Molly Bruckman of 
Raleigh, N.C., and Sandra Bloch 
and her husband Shmuel Bloch 
and their three children, all of 
Johannesburg, South Africa.

Services were held at Temple 
Emunah, Lexington, August 
8. Burial followed at Children 

of Abraham (Ansha Sholum) 
Cemetery, Lawrence. Donations 
may be made to Brandeis 
University, or to a charity of 
one’s choice. Arrangements by 
Goldman Funeral Chapel of 
Malden. For online condolences, 
visit goldmanfc.com. 

Gail will be remembered for 
her humor, friendship, laughter 
and optimistic outlook. 

BIALEK, Ceil Schwarz, 94 – late 
of Winchester. Died on August 4, 
2017. Wife of the late Harry Bialek. 
Daughter of the late Gedalje and 
Mindel Schwarz. Sister of the 
late Bruno Schwarz and Edith 
Schwarz. Mother of Harriet Griffin 
of Malden, and Deborah and her 
husband Barry Shedrow of Aiken, 
S.C. Grandmother of David Griffin 
of Greenfield, Mark Griffin and his 
wife Missy Motew of Madison, 
Wisc., and Jason Moore of Walnut 
Creek, Calif. Aunt of many nieces 
and nephews and their families. 
(Goldman)

GOLDBERG, Jean (Tracht
enberg), 83 – late of Peabody. 
Died on August 1, 2017. Wife 
of the late Harold Goldberg. 
Daughter of the late Carl and 
Sarah Trachtenberg. Mother 
of Eric Goldberg of Wayland. 
Grandmother of Ari, Samuel and 
Abigail Goldberg. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

ROSS, Irwin, 79 – late of 
Peabody, formerly of Everett. 
Died on July 29, 2017. Husband 
of the late Mona (Cohen). 
Father of Beth and her husband 
Mike Bencale, and Eric and his 

wife Bonnie Ross. Grandfather 
of Jason and Jessica Cummings, 
Adam Cummings, Matthew 
Ross and Mia Ross. Brother 
of Cynthia and her husband 
Lawrence Prag, and Carl and 
his wife Lois Rosenbloom. 
(Goldman)

SCHUSTER, Glen S., 52 – late of 
Rye Brook, N.Y. Died on July 26, 
2017. Son of Robert and Judith 
Schuster of Middeton. Husband 
of Julie (Cook) Schuster. Father 
of Seth and Justin Schuster. 
Brother of Randy and Ross 
Dombrowski of Basalt, Colo.
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Dr. Eugene David Rothenberg, 
84, of Rumson, N.J., and Clear-
water, Fla., died on July 29, 2017.

Born on December 5, 1932 in 
Boston at Lying-in Hospital, he 
was the first son of first-gener-
ation Jewish immigrants from 
the Ukraine, Rose Mezikofsky 
Rothenberg and Morris 
Rothenberg. Eugene grew up in 
Roxbury and Brighton. He was 
a graduate of Boston Latin High 
School class of 1949, cum laude 
graduate of Boston University 
class of 1953, and Tufts Medical 
School class of 1957. He served 
his internship and residency 
(OBGYN) at the University of 
Illinois and graduated in 1964. He 

was a past president of the medi-
cal staff at Monmouth Medical 
Center, director of the Department 
of OBGYN at Monmouth Medical 
Center, recipient of the Golden 
Merit award upon completion of 
50 years of distinguished service 
as a practicing doctor, and a for-
mer board member of Planned 
Parenthood of Central N.J. 

Dr. Rothenberg served 
with distinction on the Board 
of Directors of Monmouth 
Capital Corporation for six 
years, Monmouth Real Estate 
Investment Corporation for six 
years, and UMH Properties, Inc., 
for 36 years. 

He married his beloved 

wife, Judith Rothenberg (née 
Goldstein), on November 21, 1959. 
Dr. Rothenberg is predeceased by 
his brother, Leon Rothenberg. 
He is survived by his wife of 57 
years, Judith, his two daughters, 
Jill Adler of Marblehead, and Ava 
Lawrence of Palm Harbor, Fla., 
his brother Stanley of Waterford, 
Maine, and his grandchildren, 
Virginia and Jack.

A funeral service was held 
at Congregation B’nai Israel, 
Rumson, N.J., on August 3. 
Interment followed at B’nai 
Israel Cemetery, Tinton Falls. 
Arrangements were handled 
by Bloomfield-Cooper Jewish 
Chapels, Ocean Township, N.J.

Dr. Eugene David Rothenberg, 84, of Rumson, N.J., and Clearwater, Fla.

Gail Deborah (Schwartz) Rosengard, 66, of Chelmsford, formerly of Lawrence and Methuen
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in the year since we last met. 
While we had not known 

each other that long, being 
with them felt as if I was 
reuniting with my broth-
ers and sisters. We are the 
same age, we like the same 
things, but most of all, we 
are all Jews. Just as family 
sticks together through the 
tough times, we Jews remain 
together through the tough 
times. We always find the 
light in the dark room. 

What gave me even 
more joy was watching the 
American teens who were 
meeting the Israeli teens 
for the first time. I watched 
friendships form, laughs 
shared, and Instagram user-
names exchanged. The bond 
between this year’s group 
of Y2I teens and the Israeli 
teens is unbreakable. And I 
speak for all 109 Y2I teens 
when I say that we have a 
very special place for all of 
them in our hearts. 

As our last day in Israel 
came to an end, we all came 
together to have a tough and 
necessary conversation. I 
remember standing in front 
of the group with the other 
intern and my good friend, 
Rachel Ellis. We asked the 
group a few simple ques-
tions. 

First to the American 
teens: “What do you plan 
on doing after high school?” 
They raised their hands, 
ready to answer. “I am 
going to go to college.” It 
was almost comical, for we 
all knew that would be the 
answer. 

Now we asked the Israeli 
teens the same question, but 
their answers were different. 
“I am going to join the Israel 
Defense Forces.” One after 
another raised their hand 
and said the same thing. 

The truth is, they all are, 
whether they want to or not. I 
remember watching a movie 
called “Under the Helmet,” 
which describes what it is 
like to be a teen joining the 

IDF and the incredible emo-
tional and physical strength 
it requires to drop everything 
and serve their country. 

I am amazed at the sac-
rifice every Israeli teen 
makes for the state of the 
Jewish people. They not only 
are defending the citizens 
of Israel, but they are also 
defending the land that I can 
return to at any time, and be 
accepted and loved simply 
because I am a Jew.

They are defending my 
home as well. And for that 
I am forever grateful. There 
is no way I could look each 
Israeli teen in the eye and 
say my goodbyes without 
promising them that I will 
bring the fight for Israel back 
home. I will stand up for 
Israel, I will fight the BDS 
movement on campus. I will 
not only defend Israel, but 
promote it as well. I hope all 
of you do the same.

Korey Cohan, 17, will 
begin his senior year at 
Marblehead High this fall.

believed in the religion. Being Jewish 
was the integral factor in their iden-
tity. With this new outlook, I was 
forced to rethink the way I consid-
ered my own identity as a Jew. 

When I returned home from 
Israel, I found time to reflect on 
my trip. I realized a growing num-
ber of American Jews are identifying 
as secular or nonreligious, which 
is fine. But this is where the most 
important difference in the common 
American perception of Judaism ver-
sus the actual reality of Judaism lies. 
Many of these secular Jews lose their 
Jewish identity entirely. While we are 
Americans, it is a dishonor to both 
our Jewish ancestors as well as the 
Jewish people of today to think of 
ourselves only in those terms. We are 
Jews and should present ourselves as 
such, no matter how tempting it is to 
further assimilate. 

We live in a primarily Christian 
society, which influences the way my 
Jewish generation perceives religion. 
In America, Christians are not an 
ethnic group; they are part of a reli-
gion. This is what leads young peo-

ple to falsely believe that Judaism is 
strictly a religion. Too many of my 
Jewish friends, and even myself for-
merly, would rush to distance them-
selves from being Jewish.  

“My parents are Jewish, but I’m 
not. … I’m not Jewish, I’m an athe-
ist.” 

I hear phrases like these all too 
often. It is through sayings like these 
that Jewish culture and our overall 
presence in America is being mar-
ginalized, as compared to Israel 
where our existence is mainstream.

Judaism can be one of the most 
influential parts of our identity, as 
long as we let it be. For this to be so, 
we need to reestablish and redefine 
what it means to be Jewish; how our 
connection and identification goes 
beyond our religion. It is who we 
are, and it plays a part in everything 
we do.

 If we are able to proudly identify 
with our true ethnic origins, then the 
future of our people will be solidi-
fied.

Sam Katz, 16, lives in Marblehead 
and attended the Lappin Founda
tion’s Youth to Israel trip this  
summer.

Cohan
from page 1

Katz
from page 1
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Three Chelsea Jewish 
Lifecare skilled nursing 
facilities have received 
national recognition 
for the outstanding 
quality care they pro-
vide to residents. The 
Chelsea Jewish Nursing 
Home in Chelsea and 
the Jeffrey and Susan 
Brudnick Center for 
Living in Peabody are 
two of just nine facili-
ties in Massachusetts 
that received the 
Silver National Quality 
Award from the 
American Health Care 
Association. The achievement quality awards spotlight providers across the nation that have a commit-
ment to providing quality care for residents and patients in long-term and post-acute care centers and 
communities. Additionally, the Leonard Florence Center for Living in Chelsea received the Bronze level 
award, which is the first step in the awards process.

“We are so honored to receive these prestigious awards,” said Adam Berman, president of Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare. “Our dedicated staffs were instrumental in obtaining this national recognition. They 
truly make a difference – every single day – in the lives of our residents.”
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GOODSPEED SELECTED FOR YOUTH EXCHANGE SCHOLARSHIP TO GERMANY

Lily Good speed, a high school student from Beverly, has been 
selected for the Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange (CBYX) scholar-
ship, which funds an academic year of high school study and cultural 
immersion in Germany for a select group of American students. The 
CBYX program is funded jointly by the US Congress and the German 
Bundestag as a symbol of the special economic and political relation-
ship between America and Germany. Lily is one of only 250 students 
nationwide to receive this prestigious scholarship. She will be spend-
ing the 2017-2018 academic year living with a German host family and 
attending a local high school in Germany. Lily is the daughter of Andy 
and Linda Goodspeed, and sister to Adam Goodspeed. Her grandpar-
ents are Barbara and Mike Freeman of Peabody. 

Lily was selected for CBYX for her demonstrated academic qualifica-
tions, cultural open-mindedness, and outstanding motivation. Lily will 
serve as a “youth ambassador,” representing the United States.

CELEBRATING WITH FAMILY, ROOS TURNS 100

Eleanor J. Roos, 
of Swampscott, cel-
ebrated her 100th 
birthday on July 7. 
Over 50 members 
of her immediate 
family attended a 
celebration in her 
honor. Eleanor has 
been a member 
of Congregation 
Shirat Hayam and 
the former Temple 
Beth El since the 
early 1950s, when 
she joined with her 
late husband, Dr. 
Donald A. Roos, 
and their four chil-
dren. Pictured with 
Eleanor are her 
grandson, Rabbi 

Jonathan Roos of Temple Sinai Washington, D.C.; her daughter, 
Helaine Hazlett, and Rabbi Michael Ragozin, Congregation Shirat 
Hayam, Swampscott.

CHELSEA JEWISH RESIDENCES WIN NATIONAL QUALITY AWARDS

Chelsea Jewish Nursing Home staff celebrates winning Quality awards

KAUFMAN-KING ENGAGEMENT

Esther and Neal Kaufman 
of Peabody are pleased to 
announce the engagement 
of their son Craig Kaufman 
to Leah King, daughter of 
Michele Abrams and Dalton 
King of Hamden, Conn.

A graduate of Peabody 
Veterans Memorial High 
School, Craig received a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree 
with a major in English 
from Tufts University, and a 
Master’s Degree in Athletic 
Administration from Endicott 
College. He is the Director of 
Sports Information at Mount 

Ida College in Newton, Massachusetts.
Leah, a graduate of Hamden High School, received her Bachelor’s 

Degree in Art History from McGill University, and is currently a 
candidate for a Master’s Degree in Jewish Education through the 
Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion. She is the 
Senior Regional Director of Youth Engagement for NFTY Northeast 
at the Union for Reform Judaism, and is on the Leadership Team at 
URJ Eisner Camp.

The couple currently resides in Malden. A November 2017 wed-
ding in Peabody is planned.

Rachel Rosen and Matthew 
Homiack of Falls Church, 
Va., welcome their son Jacob 
Andrew Homiack, born on 
May 29, 2017. Proud grandpar-
ents are Dr. Alvin and Rebecca 
Rosen of Marblehead and 
Michael and Beth Homiack of 
Denver, Colo.

MAZEL TOV – IT’S A BOY!

REMIS ON STAFF AT 
MASS EYE AND EAR

Leon L. Remis, MD is pleased 
to announce that he has joined 
the ophthalmology staff at the 
Massachusetts Eye and Ear 
Infirmary (MEEI), a Harvard 
Medical School affiliate and will 
be performing surgery at Mass. 
General North in Danvers. Dr. 
Remis will also continue surgi-
cal cases at North Shore Medical 
Center in Salem.

Rabbi Richard 
Perlman, of Temple Ner 
Tamid, recently gradu-
ated from the Peabody 
Police Citizens Academy. 
Peabody Police Chief 
Thomas Griffin awarded 
Rabbi Perlman his cer-
tificate of completion at 
temple services on July 
28, 2017 before about 
90 congregants. Rabbi 
Perlman took part in this 
program as a member 
of the Peabody Clergy 
Ministerial Association. 
Currently he is the only 
Jewish member of the Peabody clergy to participate in this program. 
The police have asked local clergy to assist first responders should 
the need arise to provide pastoral assistance. The Peabody Police 
Citizens Academy is a unique program which allows Peabody resi-
dents to get an insiders view of the daily duties of our police officers, 
dispatchers, clerical staff and all others who work within the police 
department. Some of the topics covered are criminal investigations, 
crime scene processing, crime prevention, and community policing.

RABBI PERLMAN GRADUATES FROM  
PEABODY POLICE CITIZENS ACADEMY

Rabbi Richard Perlman and Peabody 
Police Chief Thomas Griffin

The Jewish Journal is happy to print news of your simchas at 
no charge. Text may be edited for style or length. Photos will 
be used if space permits. Send your information to Steve at 

rosenberg@jewishjournal.org, subject: “People.”
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TODAY’S MENSCHION: RACHEL JACOBSON

Honorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
exceptional contributions close to home and around the world

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

Rachel Jacobson is synonymous 
with Jewish education on 
the North Shore. For the 

last 40 years, she has taught at 
nearly every level of Hebrew 
School at reform, conservative and 
orthodox congregations. A native of 
Jerusalem, she moved to Boston to 
attend Hebrew College and Boston 
University, and moved to Swampscott 
in 1977 with her husband, Nathan. 
The couple has three children, 
Daniel, Eric, and Emily, and a 
grandchild, Ella. 

 
A   A   A

How was it to grow up in Jerusalem just years 
after Israel was established?

I come from a family of 12 children, and my 
mother adopted four more after I was born. My 
parents were from Rabat, Morocco, and they came 
to Israel in 1948 after the war. They lived in tents, 
or ma’abarot – temporary housing – in Pardes 
Hanah. When they left Morocco, it had to be done 
secretively because they were not allowing Jews to 
leave at the time.

I was born in 1952. My father was a plumber. 
We lived in Baka in Jerusalem, and the 
neighborhood was extremely poor. We had dirt 
roads, no trees, no grass, and the railroad to Tel 
Aviv was 10 feet away from my front door. But 
life was awesome – we were so poor and didn’t 
know it. Walking to school in the morning, our 
feet dug in the mud because there were no roads. 
Back then in Jerusalem, only the main roads were 
paved. The rest of them were dirt and mud. 

We spent hours endlessly playing with the 
neighborhood children using our imagination 
to create new games each day. The houses were 
very small, and there were a lot of children, and 
our parents encouraged us to play outside. The 
mobile library truck would arrive once a week 
and we could take out books. The ice truck 
would arrive once a week because we needed 
ice boxes to keep the food cold. My father dug 
deep holes in the ground to keep the cheese 
and milk cold. 

What was Shabbat like in Jerusalem as a child?

Friday night Shabbat dinners were 
unforgettable. All of the excitement for Shabbat 
started on Thursday – we’d clean the house for 
Shabbat, my father went shopping at the shuk 
at Mehane Yehudah to buy extra special food 
that we only could afford for Shabbat. Then, all 
the family sat at the Shabbat table: brothers, 
sisters, nephews, nieces; every inch of the 
table was taken up by the family. We ate, sang, 
laughed, and felt happy to be together and my 

father would tell stories about rabbis and miracles 
and Jewish culture. My parents were religious and 
Shabbat observant. 

I had a very strong family – we were taught 
about Jewish values, and they were our number 
one focus. We were taught to respect one another, 
to help the poor, to help friends, to welcome 
people. Our front door was open for anyone. Even 
the people who worked on the railroad across 
from my house used to receive a tray of hot tea, 
cookies, and sandwiches from my mother. 

You lived through wars in 1956, 1967, and 1973. 
And you were also a soldier in the Israeli Air 
Force during the 1973 war. How did those wars 
impact your life and upbringing?

I don’t remember much about the 1956 war. In 
1967, I was 14. But I remember the happiness and 
the excitement the country felt after winning the 
war in six days. It made Israelis feel like we were 
unbeatable. It went to our heads. We started to 
believe that our army was unbeatable. 1973 was 
a big surprise and lesson to learn from. It was 
a very scary time for all of Israel. I served in the 
Air Force during the war, and I witnessed many 
sad moments. I saw sadness and anxiety in the 
faces of almost every soldier. There was a lot of 
confusion in our mind and anger against the 

government in not preparing the army 
for the war.

Could you talk about your teaching 
career?

Hillel hired me in 1977. I was a 
second- and fourth-grade teacher for 
about five years there. I also started 
teaching at Temple Israel in Swampscott 
at the same time until it closed. Over the 
years, I taught at just about every Jewish 
school on the North Shore: Chabad 
and Shirat Hayam in Swampscott; 
Temple Emanu-el and Temple Sinai in 
Marblehead; Temple Shalom in Salem; 
Temple Ner Tamid and Temple Beth 
Shalom in Peabody, and also Chabad 
in Peabody. I was on the staff of Y2I 

and joined our teens on their journey to Eastern 
Europe and Israel. 

Now I teach preschoolers at the JCC and Shirat 
Hayam. I teach the children about the beautiful 
country called Israel, “Ivrit To Grow On,” and 
about Jewish holidays; and to love the Hebrew 
language through songs, dancing and acting. I 
also teach an adult education program at the 
JCC in Marblehead. I teach Jewish culture, Israeli 
history, and Jewish cuisine.

You survived cancer.

I had breast cancer 20 years ago. I went through 
chemo, and when people ask me about my cancer 
I said it was a gift from God. I feel like I have had 
two gifts in my life: growing up poor and getting 
cancer. It taught me that you can overcome any 
obstacle in life, including the worst disease. I enjoy 
every day, I feel like the 20 years that were given 
to me as a gift, and each day is a gift. It taught me 
to love life and not take living in this world for 
granted. It taught me to wake up and thank God. 

Just one third of American Jews affiliate with a 
Jewish institution, and a significant amount have 
little Jewish identity. What can be done to keep 

our kids Jewish?

Parents need to join in Jewish programs 
and connect with other Jewish families and 
celebrate Jewish holidays, and celebrate 
Shabbat at home. They need to send their kids 
to Jewish summer camp. They need to visit 
Israel whenever they can. And what’s most 
important for Jewish identity is storytelling. 
Kids need to know their Jewish history and 
their heritage. They need to learn about their 
grandparents. At dinnertime, kids need to be 
with their parents and talk with their families. 
This builds Jewish values, which are extremely 
important in a Jewish home. Kids will learn 
to do mitzvoth, or good deeds; they need to 
learn to help each other, love each other, and 
to respect. 

Rachel Jacobson, third from right, with her family. 

Rachel Jacobson, bottom row, third from left, as a child in Israel. 
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