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North Shore day camps serve up Jewish summer fun

By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT  

MARBLEHEAD – After a chilly and wet 
spring, parents and their children are 
especially anxious for the warmer days 
of summer vacation and the welcoming 
start of the summer camp season.

Families on the North Shore have a 
choice of three Jewish day camps: the 
Jewish Community Center of the North 
Shore’s “Summer at the J” in Marblehead; 
Chabad of the North Shore’s Camp Gan 
Israel of the North Shore in Lynn and 
Swampscott; and the North Suburban 
Jewish Community Center’s “Summer 
Play” in Peabody.

The JCCNS has offered the Camp 
Simchah experience for over 70 years, 
starting at Lynn Beach and moving to 
its current 11-acre campus “on the hill” 
after over four decades at its former 
Middleton location.

“Summer at the J” camps has age 
groups for those from 2 years 9 months 
to those entering 10th grade. With nine 
one-week sessions, camp starts on June 
26 and ends Aug. 25. Hours are 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m., with extended care available.

All campers have instructional morn-
ing swim led by the aquatics depart-
ment at the outdoor pool located on the 
JCCNS campus, and use of fields, tennis 
courts, and gym.

KinderCamp features daily schedules 
of music and movement, sports and 
games, instructional swim, and more 

for those between 2 years 9 months and 
entering kindergarten. 

Campers entering grades 1 and 2 
attend Simchah Classic Junior and those 
entering grades 3 to 6 attend Simchah 
Classic, both with rotating schedules of 
drawing, science, arts and crafts, sports, 
and instructional swim. The two groups 
also have a weekly choice of electives, 
among them science, engineering, com-
puter coding, robotics, drama, cooking, 
rope course, dance, and more. 

Older campers entering grades 6-8 
have the opportunity to attend Simchah 
Travel Camp, with two or three overnight 
trips during the week and daily trips that 
may include kayaking, canoeing, indoor/
outdoor rock climbing, museum visits, 
amusement parks, and beaches. Day 
trip destinations include Crane Beach, 
Canobie Lake Park, Salem Willows, and 
Water Country. Overnight trips may be 
to Caratunk, Maine, and North Conway, 
N.H.

The Simchah Counselor-in-Training 
Program partners with the North Shore 
Teen Initiative to provide campers enter-
ing grades 9 and 10 with two-week ses-
sions that incorporate counselor train-
ing, leadership workshops, social justice 
field trips, volunteer projects, and fun 
social trips.  

*  *  *  *

Chabad of the North Shore’s Camp 
Gan Israel has been operating for almost 

Inclusion Camp grows  
at North Shore JCC

continued on page 17

By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

MARBLEHEAD – When Marty Schneer 
arrived in Marblehead in 2013 to take 
over as executive director of the Jewish 
Community Center of the North Shore, 
one of the first people he met was Marcy 
Yellin. Her son, Jacob, now 32, has special 
needs and worked at the JCC.

She told Schneer that the commu-
nity lacked an inclusion summer camp. 
He asked her what she would like to 
see. Within months, Schneer formed a 
committee with Yellin and a few oth-
ers, including special education teacher 
Melissa Caplan. By the following sum-
mer, the JCCNS Inclusion Camp was 
up and running, with 20 campers and 
Caplan as director.

This year, the Inclusion Camp has 40 
campers, a staff of 25, and a long waiting 
list. The  staff works with children to inte-
grate them into Kindercamp, Simchah 
Classic camps, and the Simchah counsel-
or-in-training program.

There are no criteria for admission. 
“We take inclusion pretty seriously, so 
how could we make criteria that excludes 
some?” Caplan said. The only reason a 
camper might not be accepted is if he 
or she already tried camp and the staff 

determines it is unable to keep that child 
or their peers safe.

Special needs campers participate in 
the same activities as their chronological 
peers, including aquatics and sports. 

“The goal of the camp is not only to 
provide services to a population who 
until now was not included, but also to 
break down the boundaries that often 
exist when people are not exposed to 
differences at an early age,” Caplan said.

Campers range in age from 2.9 months 
to teenagers. Staff includes teens and 
young adults who themselves have dis-
abilities, filling an additional community 
need. 

“These individuals come to work and 
receive a paycheck just like their non-
disabled peers,” Caplan said.

Inclusion campers and staff cope with 
a variety of disabilities that include devel-
opmental delays, intellectual impair-
ments, autism, cerebral palsy, blindness, 
social/emotional disabilities, muscular 
dystrophy, Down syndrome, seizure dis-
order, and more. 

Most require one-on-one aides, 
which is expensive and paid for par-
tially through private donations and 
fund-raising. “We pride ourselves that 
the cost to attend camp is the same for 

continued on page 17

Fine and Performing Arts at JCCNS camp
Camp Gan IsraelJCCNS Inclusion Camp



Evelyn Atkins has seen a 
lot in her 90 years. She 
was born in Marblehead, 

lived through the Depression, 
World War II, worked as a nurse 
at Beverly Hospital and also was 
a licensed beautician. Along 
the way, she married, had three 
children and has spent the last 
55 years in her house on Point 
of Pines in Revere. 

Atkins, who has plenty of 
street smarts, was caught off-
guard one early morning in May 
when her telephone rang. When 
she picked up the phone she 
thought she heard her grand-
son, who was crying and said he 

needed $4,000 to get out of jail. 
“I was half-asleep and he told 
me he was in trouble. He said he 
was coming back from his best 
friend’s funeral with a friend, 
and he caught a cab which was 
stopped by a policeman who 
found drugs in the cab,” she 
said. 

Then a man who identified 
himself as her grandson’s attor-
ney got on the phone and told 
Atkins not to call the police. 
“The fake lawyer said to get a gift 
card at Walmart and in Target,” 
she said. An hour later, the men 
called again and told her they 
needed another $4,000.

At that point, she headed 
over to the bank with her hus-
band, Bernie, and by the end 
of the day she had handed 
over $8,000 in cash to buy gift 
cards at Walmart in Lynn and 
Target in Salem. Meanwhile, 
she scratched the numbers off 
of the back of the cards, and 
read them to the men on the 
phone that day who told her 
that her grandson would be 
released. The fake lawyer told 
her he would return the bail 
money but when she called him 
repeatedly in the days following 
the $8,000 transaction no one 
picked up the line. 

“It was then that I knew it 
was a scam,” said Atkins, who 
realized she had fallen victim to 
a scheme where criminals target 
seniors and tell them that their 
grandchildren are in trouble and 
need cash right away. 

Financial scams cost US 
seniors more than $13 billion 
a year, according to True Link 
Financial, a California firm that 
researches elderly fraud. 

While the Revere Police creat-
ed a police record it is unclear if 
the department is still investigat-
ing the case. The Revere Police 
did not respond to an interview 
request from the Journal, and 
Walmart also declined to return 
an email query about the theft. 
When Atkins asked the Walmart 
manager about getting her 
money back, he shrugged and 
told her that there was nothing 
he could do about it. 

Target spokeswoman Jenna 

Reck said the $4,000 in gift cards 
that Atkins had purchased at 
Target in Salem had been used to 
buy iTunes gift cards, and added 
that those cards were untrace-
able. She also said the company 
does not offer refunds to peo-
ple who have been scammed. 
“That’s not something that we’re 
able to do,” she said. 

Atkins said she is happy her 
grandson is safe – “he’s never 
been in trouble” – but warned 

others to be on guard. Said 
Atkins, “These men were so con-
vincing. They were professional 
crooks and great actors. We all 
hope they are stopped and pun-
ished.”

“This was a good, expensive 
lesson in life. Never give money 
to anyone that asks for it. Check 
it all out first. We should have 
called our grandson first.”

– Steven A. Rosenberg
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Photo by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff 
Evelyn Atkins, with her gift card receipts from Walmart and Target.

An $8,000 phone call 

CORRECTION
Because of a reporting error, a caption about a stamp dona-

tion in the June 15 edition misidentified the recipient of the 
stamps. The stamps were received by Jamie Droste, student life 
adviser at the Foxborough Regional Charter School. The Journal 
regrets the error. 



On a recent Thursday evening, 12 people 
gathered around a U-shaped set of tables 
in the all-purpose room on the second 

floor of the Jewish Community Center of the 
North Shore. It looked like any other group pre-
paring for a business meeting but the people don’t 
work at the same firm. They belong to the JCCNS 
Toastmasters Club 3743398 in Marblehead. 

“I thought that this would be a good place to 
build community, with other Jews,” explained 
Roberta Chadis, who started the chapter at the 
JCC almost three years ago. Toastmasters, which 
has over 345,000 members in 142 countries, is 
an organization that helps people improve their 
public speaking skills. At the meetings, members, 
like Chadis, deliver speeches and receive feed-
back from fellow colleagues. The group meets the 
first and third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. 

At around 7 o’clock, Tom Cheatham opened 
the meeting. Cheatham, who is the JCC’s chief 
financial officer, was finishing up his term as 
president. Cheatham stood adjacent to a large 
framed photo of the Western Wall, and explained 
that it was time to hold new elections. After a 
brief vote, the group elected Karen Bradford, of 
Swampscott, as its new president. 

Over the next 90 minutes, several people stood 
near the podium and gave short speeches on 
subjects that ranged from general dentistry to 
how one posts bail after an arrest. Not everyone 
gave a speech; others, like Bradford, served as the 
grammarian, evaluating the speakers’ use of syn-

tax. Cindy Blonder was the “Ah Counter” for the 
evening, keeping track of how many times people 
used the words ah and um.

When the meeting ended, members stood 
around schmoozing and complimenting those 
who had spoken. “There’s a lot of positive rein-
forcement here,” said Chadis. 

When asked if she had a platform as the incom-
ing president, Bradford paused for a moment. 
Said the executive recruiter, “I want to make this 
a distinguished club and help everyone to further 
their public speaking and leadership skills.” 

– Steven A. Rosenberg 

A baker’s minyan of 13 
Jews are crowded elbow-
to-elbow around two 

tables pushed together in the 
Beit Midrash at Temple Ahavat 
Achim in Gloucester. It’s Sunday 
morning, and the gentle rise 
and fall of unison voices fills 
the room with the chant of 
mercha, tipcha, munach, and 
etnachta. Fingers follow along 
the lines of a handout: “Cantor 
Siegel’s Handy Trope Helper.” 
Bruce Siegel, Cantor Bruce to 
students, is teaching his weekly 
cantillation class to a student 
body ranging in age from thirty-
something to over eighty.

“I offered to teach an adult 
class if we got four or five peo-
ple interested,” Cantor Bruce 
explains. “I never expected  a 
dozen to sign up.” Although he 
has taught Torah tropes to sev-
eral hundred bar and bat mitz-
vah students over the years, 
the bulk of them at temples in 
New Jersey where he served 
for 14 years before retiring to 
Gloucester, this is his first large 
group of grownups. “Before this, 
I might have taught a dozen 

or two in total, mostly adult 
women who had not had the 
opportunity of a bat mitzvah 
when they were growing up.”

Siegel says music is in his 
genes – his mother was a con-
cert pianist – but he is largely 
self-taught. “It started when I 
was growing up in Beverly. We 
had an old piano in the base-
ment, and one day I picked 
out the one-finger melodies to 
the ‘Ballad of Davie Crockett’ 
and the Mickey Mouse Club 
theme song,” he says. Inspired 
by the dating success of a 
piano-playing buddy in high 
school and armed with a year 
of piano lessons, Siegel went 
on to become an accomplished 
musician in his own right, add-
ing guitar, harmonica, dulci-
mer, banjo, and ukulele to his 
pianistic chops. He especially 
likes the banjo, echoing Steve 
Martin in saying it is impossi-
ble not to be happy while play-
ing banjo. After a long stint in 
radio, he stumbled into canto-
rial music, then studied under 
Harold Lerner in Syracuse. 
From Upstate New York he 

headed south to Georgia. There, 
he spent years switch hitting 
between the different melodies 
of a Conservative congrega-
tion and a Reform temple in 
Savannah, before heading back 
north to New Jersey.

Summers in Gloucester con-
vinced him and his wife, Anne, 
to return to his New England 
roots and settle on Cape Ann 
after he retired in 2014. Now 
he happily alternates between 
volunteering at B’Nai Abraham 
in Beverly and Temple Ahavat 
Achim, where he brings the joy 
of Jewish music to kids in the 
Sylvia Cohen Religious School. 
He confesses that teaching can-
tillation to adults presents spe-
cial challenges: “Kids haven’t 
built up the mental blocks that 
can hold back grownups.” His 
teaching style with all ages is 
a relentlessly positive, anyone-
can-do-it attitude. “The rab-
bis didn’t invent the system of 
tropes to make it hard; they 
wanted to make it easy, so any-
one and everyone could chant 
Torah. If you have a pulse and 
a metabolism, you can do it. If 

preteens can learn this, so can 
you,” he says.

His goal at Temple Ahavat 
Achim is to build a “deep bench” 
of congregants who can chant 
Torah. Toward this end, he is 
focusing first on core tropes he 
claims will cover “eighty to nine-
ty percent of your alliyot.” The 
current class has been work-
ing on three groups, patterns 
based on the terminal tropes 
of etnachta, sof-pasuk, and 
katon. After a summer break, 
Siegel will lead the group into 
less traveled trope territory to 
round out their repertoire and 

ready them for whatever can-
tillation challenges they might 
encounter.

Not everyone was convinced 
at the outset when the new 
adult class started in May, but 
on a recent Sunday, after chant-
ing an alliya, one of the skeptics 
exclaimed, “Is that all there is 
to it?”

Siegel’s infectious grin broad-
ened. “That’s all. In fact, I wasn’t 
even singing with you. After the 
first couple of notes, I dropped 
out. You did it on your own.”

– Larry Constantine  
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Building a deep bench

Cantor Bruce Siegel teaching tropes at Temple Ahavat Achim in Gloucester.

Photo by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
Roberta Chadis (right), at the JCCNS Toastmasters 
Club.

Toast talk
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By David Rattigan
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

GEORGETOWN – When 
Massachusetts voters went to the 
polls and legalized recreation-
al marijuana last November, 
attorney and longtime canna-
bis legalization advocate Steven 
Epstein voted with the minority.

“I did not want to see – 
because I’ve lived here a long 
time – the creation of a bureau-
cracy with lots of good jobs at 
good wages for people who are 
‘nieces and nephews’ of politi-
cians,” explained Epstein, who 
has been similarly skeptical 
about legislation to implement 
legalization, particularly the 
version by the Massachusetts 
House passed earlier this 
month. 

“There are some pearls in it, 
amongst the chum,” he said, 
a reference to fish scraps and 
refuse thrown into the ocean as 
bait. As Epstein said, “It attracts 
sharks.”

Legal recreational marijuana 
continued its journey from voter 
approval to a bong near you last 
week (June 21-22) with approval 
of two versions of legislation to 
implement the law by the state 
House and Senate. The next stop 
for the two versions will be a 
conference committee, which is 
expected to revise the bill and 
send it to the governor for final 
approval. Legislative leaders set 
a deadline of June 30 to get legis-
lation onto the desk of Governor 
Charlie Baker.

The two versions differ in sig-
nificant ways. In one notable 
example, the House legislation 
taxes marijuana at 28 percent 
compared to the Senate’s 12 per-
cent.

Rep. Lori Ehrlich (D-8th 
District), said there’s thought-
ful consideration going into the 
implementation of the new law.

“The legislative process is 
deliberative, back-and-forth, 
and there are lots of minds con-
sidering the details, and the 
agencies involved,” said Ehrlich, 

who previously co-sponsored a 
bill for marijuana legalization 
and voted for the House bill as 
well. 

“Sometimes when ballot ini-
tiatives are written, some things 
may not be considered. The 
House bill took up some of these 
issues, that I was very supportive 
of.”

For example, the House 
bill treats hemp as an agricul-
tural product that can be cul-
tivated, possessed, processed, 
and bought or sold, rather than 
being a controlled substance. 
This lowers the burden for farm-
ers, said Ehrlich, who noted that 
the House bill also “carved out 
a space for craft growers,” to 
prevent the business from being 
dominated by large corpora-
tions. There is also money set 
aside for substance abuse pre-
vention and to set safety stan-
dards.

“The eventual law on this 
issue is far from settled,” Ehrlich 
added, predicting that a legis-
lative conference committee 
would find middle ground in 
the areas of tax rate, governance 
structure and licensing require-
ments. 

“This is landmark legislation 
for Massachusetts,” said Ehrlich, 
one of several Jewish state repre-
sentatives. “This is new ground, 
and the ballot initiative gave us 
a clear indication as a state that 
we’re ready for this, but I also 

think the legislative process can 
enhance what the voters have 
told us.”

Epstein, the father of three 
and husband of licensed sub-
stance abuse counselor Jane 
Finkelstein, would like to see 
stricter, more realistic and effec-
tive evaluation and treatment 
(by a licensed counselor) of 
underage users. He’d also like 
to see lower taxes when the bill 
becomes law.

The Georgetown resident was 
a founder in 1990 and for many 
years the lead spokesperson for 
the Massachusetts Cannabis 
Reform Coalition (MassCann), 
a non-profit public education 
organization working for mod-
eration of marijuana laws in the 
state. 

His advocacy stemmed from 
the belief that prohibition is bad 
policy and that law was unjust, 
Epstein said. 

“Adult individuals have the 
right to choose what they put in 
their bodies,” he said.

Epstein said that his Jewish 
upbringing played a large role in 
his quest, and the drive for social 
justice.

“Absolutely,” he said. “Liberty 
is a social justice issue. And the 
fact of the matter is, the racial 
discrimination that is part of 
enforcing these laws is repre-
hensible.”

There is historical precedent 
for recreational marijuana use, 

including in the Jewish faith. 
Rabbi Yosef Glassman, a 

Massachusetts medical doctor 
who has researched marijuana, 
notes that there are references 
to cannabis in both the Bible 
and the Torah. That is proof that 
Jews have used it for several pur-
poses, and not only for medical 
purposes. 

“Perhaps it is no surprise 
that the green herb native to the 
Sinai has been used through-
out the ages by physicians to 
treat respiratory ailments, as 
the Rambam describes in his 
medical writings; indeed, can-
nabinoids are potent broncho-
dilators,” noted Glassman, in 
an essay earlier this year pub-
lished on the Orthodox Union’s 
website. “Additionally, recent 
archeological remains found 
near Beit Shemesh show that 
cannabis resin was used as 
anesthesia during childbirth.   
More recently, the OU has certi-
fied certain medical cannabis 
foods for oral consumption, and 
Tikkun Olam, an Israel-based 
Torah-minded cannabis grower, 
is producing chewing gum for 
children with intractable sei-
zures, amongst others.”

Wrote Glassman, “The bot-
tom line is: not only does the 
Shulchan Aruch mention canna-
bis as finer choice for a Shabbos 
candle wick, but indeed the 
Torah may consider it a healing 
pillar of smoke.”

Area Jews debate proposed recreational 
marijuana law; to reach Baker’s desk on June 30

Steven Epstein Rep. Lori Ehrlich Rabbi Yosef Glassman

WALTHAM – Brandeis Uni versity has 
received a $50 million bequest from the 
estate of Chicago philanthropists Rosaline 
and Marcia Cohn. It is the largest single gift 
in Brandeis’ 69-year history.  

In accordance with the Cohns’ wish-
es, the Jacob and Rosaline Cohn Endowed 
Scholarship and Fellowship Fund will pro-
vide financial aid each year for hundreds of 
undergraduate and graduate students who, 
in the words of Mrs. Cohn, will help solve 
the “problems and conditions of today and 
tomorrow.”

“We are deeply moved that Mrs. Cohn 
was so inspired by Brandeis’ values and 
mission that she chose our university to 
receive this remarkable gift,” said Brandeis 
President Ron Liebowitz. “For current and 
future Brandeis students, this gift will be 
life-changing and will, as Mrs. Cohn envi-
sioned, enable them to help make the world 
a better place.”

Jacob and Rosaline Cohn’s relationship 
with Brandeis began in 1951, when they 
gave $100. Fifteen years later, in response 
to a solicitation letter from Brandeis’ 
founding president, Abram Sachar, Mrs. 
Cohn returned a pledge card on which 
she checked off “considering the estab-
lishment of” and, in perfect handwriting, 
added “something” to describe the nature 
of the gift.

Liebowitz noted that it is striking that no 
one in the Cohn family was a Brandeis alum 
or faculty member, or had any formal con-
nection to the university. “Like many gener-
ous philanthropic families, the Cohns were 
inspired by the very idea of Brandeis, a uni-
versity founded by the Jewish community 
to be open to all students of talent, reflect-
ing the Jewish values of reverence for aca-
demic excellence and dedication to using 
one’s talents to improve the world. For that, 
we are profoundly grateful,” Liebowitz said.

In the mid-1970s, with a gift of $32,600, 
Mrs. Cohn established the Cohn Fund as 
a memorial to her husband, who died in 
1968. She wrote to then-Brandeis President 
Marver Bernstein that she wanted the 
scholarships it created to support students 

in the social sciences and other academic 
disciplines that “hold promise for ame-
liorating the problems and conditions of 
today and tomorrow.”

Throughout her life, Mrs. Cohn met 
and corresponded with many Brandeis 
leaders; attended university-organized 
events in Chicago; visited campus for 
Commencements and other special events; 
and built enduring relationships with senior 
administrators, faculty and staff.

One of the first recipients of the Cohn 
Scholarship, Daphne Greenberg ’84, was 
thrilled to learn that the family’s additional 
gift will support subsequent generations of 
Brandeis students. “I will always be grateful 
for the scholarship support I received from 
the Cohn Scholarship. Without it, I would 
not have been able to attend Brandeis,” says 
Greenberg, now Distinguished University 
Professor and head of the Center for the 
Study of Adult Literacy at Georgia State 
University. “I used to worry that 18-year-
olds today would not be as fortunate as I 
was. But with this gift from the Cohn family, 
students like me will continue to be given 
an opportunity.”

When Mrs. Cohn died in 2010 at age 97, 
she left her daughter her entire estate. The 
estate of Marcia Cohn, who died in 2015, 
maintained the same beneficiaries as her 
mother’s.

Brandeis receives $50 million; largest single gift in its history

Rosaline Cohn, Marcia Cohn and Nancy 
Winship in 1998.



300 Salem Street (Vinnin Square)
Swampscott, MA 01907 
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SALEM...
Village at Vinnin Square. 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath  

town home with amazing space. Finished lower level,  
deck and patio. Great storage. Pool, Tennis Court,  

and clubhouse. A wonderful lifestyle. 
$369,000

MARBLEHEAD...
Beautiful brick colonial in  

great Clifton neighborhood. Fantastic family room,  
chef’s kitchen, 1st floor suite for master or guests.  

Additional master on second floor. Beautiful grounds. 
$839,000
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By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

NEWTON – Nearly 10 years 
ago, Stephan Ross, a Boston-
area Holocaust survivor, spoke 
with a group of students at the 
Jeremiah E. Burke High School 
in Dorchester.  

Ross described his early 
life as a Jewish child in Lodz, 
Poland, and his remarkable 
survival through Nazi atroci-
ties. He recalled his liberation 
at Dachau, when an American 
soldier showed an act of kind-
ness toward him, an emaciated 
14-year-old who had lost all 
sense of hope. That soldier, who 
had jumped down from atop 
his tank, shared his food rations 
with Ross and handed him a 
handkerchief printed with the 
48-star American flag, which 
Ross showed the students at 
Jeremiah Burke.

After the talk, groups of teens 
gathered around Ross, eager to 
ask more questions and to con-

nect with him personally.
“When you see somebody 

being denigrated … you’ve got 
to stand up and make a noise 
and say, ‘I’m not gonna take that 
from you,’” Ross urged them.  

Moments from that riveting 
talk are among the many stir-
ring scenes in “Etched in Glass: 
The Legacy of Steve Ross,” a new 
documentary by Marblehead 
native Roger Lyons. The film 
previewed earlier this month at 
the West Newton Cinema, with 
Ross and his family in atten-
dance. 

The powerful film traces 
Ross’s life through 10 labor 
camps to his arrival in 1948 as 
a teenage refugee in Boston, 
where he pursued an advanced 
education, married, and raised 
a family. He became a licensed 
psychologist who devoted his 
career to working with at-risk 
youth. The film also reveals 
Ross’s pivotal role in creating 
the New England Holocaust 
Memorial.

“It was my father’s dream. 
It’s his physical legacy,” said his 
son Mike, a lawyer and former 
Boston City Council president.

Lyons, who produced, wrote, 
and edited the film, undertook 
the project – 17 years in the 
making – to document Ross’s 
story, which is fitting at a time 
when Holocaust denial is at its 
peak. 

“I wanted to record Steve’s 
story for posterity so people 
knew his story was real,” he said.

Lyons anticipates the film will 
be screened at festivals begin-
ning this fall. In the future, he 
hopes it will be broadcast on 
public television outlets.

At the end of the screening in 
Newton, the audience was intro-
duced to Gwen Sattler Allanson 
and Brenda Sattler, the daugh-
ter and granddaughter of Steve 

Sattler, first lieutenant in the 
191st Tank Battalion. Ross, now 
90, had spent 67 years searching 
for the unknown soldier who 
reached out to him at Dachau.

Unlike Ross’s children, Julie 
and Mike, Steve Sattler’s fam-
ily knew nothing of his brief 
encounter with the young Ross 
until 1986, when Sattler spoke 

briefly about his war-time expe-
rience with his daughter, Gwen.

In a conversation only a few 
months before he died, Sattler 
told his daughter, “I saw a boy, 
and I gave him some food. I gave 
him something else, too. I hope 
it helped,” Allanson recalled her 
father saying. “You could see he 
was reliving the moment. I could 
feel the emotion in the air.”  

In the film, viewers discover 
how, against all odds, Ross and 
the Sattler family finally con-
nected, helped by an episode of 
“Unsolved Mysteries.”  They met 
for the first time in November 
2012, at a Veterans Day ceremo-
ny at the Massachusetts State 
House. 

The film’s takeaway is a mes-
sage of the power of a single 
individual, Allanson observed. 
“Our actions count,” she said.

Documentary chronicles Holocaust survivor’s search for his American hero 

Steve Ross meets Steve Sattler’s granddaughter, Brenda Sattler, at the State House.

Steve Ross as a teenager.

“When you see 
somebody being 

denigrated … you’ve 
got to stand up and 

make a noise and say, 
‘I’m not gonna take  

that from you.’”  
– Steve Ross



In these days 
of fractious 
debate in 

America, residents 
of Greater Boston 
were reminded 
Wednesday morn-
ing of the evils 
that can occur 
when a society does not hold political lead-
ers accountable for their words and actions. 
It is unclear what caused someone to pick up 
a large rock and smash a pane of glass at the 
New England Holocaust Memorial in down-
town Boston.

We applaud the Boston Police for its quick 
arrest of the alleged perpetrator. The incident, 
at the memorial where millions of numbers 
are etched in glass – representing the tattoos 
that Nazis drilled onto the arms of Holocaust 
victims – reminds us just how fragile democ-

racy is, and how 
it cannot survive 
without toler-
ance, civil dis-
course, and com-
mon respect. 

On this patch 
of land where 
Boston-area 

Holocaust survivors worked to build six lumi-
nous glass towers – representing the 6 million 
Jews who were murdered by the Nazis – it’s 
almost impossible to fathom the depths of 
genocide. The memorial will be repaired, 
and restored, but area residents who are con-
cerned about the future of America, and man-
kind, would be well-served to visit the memo-
rial. There, in the quiet of the glass towers, 
one can ponder our collective future, and also 
honor the martyrs whose voices were silenced 
because they were part of a minority. 
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I have read with absolute dis-
may your lead article about the 
Walnut Street Shul in Chelsea. 
Nowhere in your article do you 
mention the one person who 
has singlehandedly kept the 
shul alive: Herbie Kupersmith.  

Herbie made it a lifelong pas-
sionate commitment to support 
the shul in every conceivable 
way, and to keep it from closing 
its doors. This not only meant 
time, energy, and organizational 
skills, but also major philan-

thropic endeavors. 
Whenever Herbie sponsored 

events, he did not charge admis-
sion but asked for donations to 
the shul. Whenever he coordi-
nated one of his major social 
events such as the Chelsea 
reunion, he absorbed the costs 
and asked for donations to the 
Walnut Street Shul.

I know he was involved with 
the hiring of the rabbi and I 
know how pleased he is that 
the shul is beginning to thrive. 

Herbie is at the forefront of 
making this happen. He is not 
resting on his past and pres-
ent endeavors but continues 
to keep close to his heart the 
Walnut Street Shul and its sur-
vival.

Jewish organizations need 
more committed and dedicat-
ed individuals such as Herbie 
Kupersmith.

Florence Pressman
Lynn 

Article on Walnut Street Shul left out Herbie Kupersmith

This year, the Tammuz 17 fast 
is from dawn on July 11 to night-
fall. On Tammuz 17 the Romans 
breached Jerusalem’s wall. They 
destroyed the Holy Temple three 
weeks later. 

I will retell from Talmud, 
Baba Batra, Page 60, how Rabbi 
Joshua persuaded Jews not to 
mourn excessively: 

After the Temple was 
destroyed a group decided to 
abstain from meat and wine. 
Rabbi Joshua asked, “my chil-

dren, why do you not eat meat 
or drink wine?” 

They said, “how can we enjoy 
eating meat when we once 
offered it on the Holy Temple 
altar and now the Temple is 
abolished? How can we enjoy 
drinking wine when we once 
poured the wine libation on the 
Temple altar?” 

Rabbi Joshua answered, “If 
so, do not eat bread because the 
Meal Offering was also offered 
on the altar.” 

They replied, “We can abstain 
from bread and live on fruit.” 

Rabbi Joshua countered, 
“Fruit was brought to the altar on 
the Festival of the First Ripening 
Fruits. Will you abstain from 
water because it was poured as 
libation on the altar for Sukkot?”

They remained silent. 
Rabbi Joshua then advised to 

mourn for the Temple but not 
too much. 

Hersh Goldman
Swampscott

Mourning the temple  

By Lawrence Rifkin 

JERUSALEM – Israel’s 
proponents like 
to call it the only 

democracy in the 
Middle East. Certainly, 
it’s the region’s freest 
nation. Unfortunately, 
though, the country has long 
grappled with wars and terror-
ism, a situation that too often 
erodes civil liberties.

The erosion has acceler-
ated in recent years with the 
entrenchment of a powerful 
right wing due mostly to voter 
disenchantment over the fading 
chances for a two-state solution. 
The government and affiliated 
lawmakers have been exploiting 
this to reduce certain liberties, 
ostensibly in the name of secu-
rity, but just as much – if not 
more, according to critics – to 
retain an iron grip on the West 
Bank and even encourage Arab 
citizens, including Palestinians, 
to seek greener pastures.

There are five key areas of leg-
islation: curtailing the activities 
of human rights and other Non-
Governmental Organizations 
(NGOs); infringing on the status 
and rights of the country’s Arabs; 
reducing freedom of expres-
sion; restricting the media; and 
clamping down on the legal sys-
tem.

The primary focus regard-
ing NGOs is transparency in 
funding, with the biggest com-
plaint being money from for-
eign governments for Israeli 
groups viewed as harmful to 
the state. One provision of the 
most sweeping bill required spe-
cial Knesset ID tags for lobby-
ists working on behalf of such 
groups – a practice many critics 
likened to the yellow stars of 
the Holocaust. It was dropped 
before the bill became law. A 
bill that’s still pending seeks to 
bar participants in pre-Army 
gap-year programs focusing on 
social welfare from being placed 
with NGOs that receive more 

than 50 percent of their 
funding from foreign 
entities.

Some of the NGOs 
in question promote 
a one-state solution 
or other policies that 
would mean an end to 
Israel or otherwise alter 

the underpinnings that make it 
a state for Jews. But others, such 
as Breaking the Silence, which 
encourages soldiers to speak out 
about perceived injustices per-
petrated by the Israel Defense 
Forces against Palestinians, are 
viewed even by centrists as a 
healthy part of democracy. So 
there is no small degree of con-
troversy.

Regarding the country’s Arab 
citizens, a bill now in commit-
tee seeks to add to the coun-
try’s Basic Laws – Israel’s ver-
sion of a constitution – a statute 
that expressly labels Israel the 
“nation-state of the Jewish peo-
ple.” This might seem like a no-
brainer, yet critics say the bill’s 
wording increases the chances 
for discrimination beyond such 
obvious areas as the Law of 
Return, which allows citizen-
ship for anyone with at least one 
Jewish grandparent or a Jewish 
spouse.

An associated bill seeks to 
ease the sacking of Knesset 
members seen as supporting 
armed struggle against Israel 
(a matter that rose to promi-
nence with an Arab lawmaker’s 
presence on a vessel seeking 
to breach the Israeli Navy’s sea 
blockade of the Gaza Strip in 
2010, which led to the vessel’s 
boarding and fatal clashes). 
Another targets Muslim calls to 
prayer in the middle of the night 
in villages and neighborhoods 
close to Jewish areas. 

Regarding freedom of expres-
sion, a new law can bar entry 
to individuals who support the 
boycott, divestment, and sanc-
tions (BDS) movement. Two 
pending pieces of legislation 

In Israel, civil liberties threatened 
in the name of security

continued on page 7

Shattered glass at the  
New England Holocaust Memorial
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seek a ban on funding for organizations 
seen as being sympathetic to BDS, and 
harsh penalties for disrespect to the flag. 
A third is eyeing closer control of the dis-
cussion of political issues in schools.

Some comic relief has been found in 
efforts by Culture Minister Miri Regev 
to limit offerings she personally finds 
offensive, something that might possibly 
harken back to her days as the country’s 
chief military censor.

A shrill and sometimes uncouth politi-
cian who regularly plays to the right-wing 
fringe – to the delight of local satirists – 
Regev has been known to come on stage 
and present a manifesto of sorts as to 
what she deems to be proper culture. In 
June 2015, she made headlines by calling 
Israeli artists “tight-assed, hypocritical 
and ungrateful,” adding that they “think 
they know everything.”

Regev has cut funding to theater 
groups over political 
issues, including refusals 
to perform in Jewish set-
tlements, and has issued 
barely veiled threats to 
others, leading the attor-
ney general to rule on one 
occasion that she was out 
of order. Most recently, at 
the opening of the pres-
tigious Israel Festival, she 
castigated organizers for 
including nudity in the 
offerings. As ridiculous 
as she sometimes comes 
across, she wields consid-
erable clout in the cabinet 
and within the right-wing Likud party of 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

As for press freedoms, Israel’s highest-
circulation newspaper is Israel Hayom, 
financed by US casino mogul Sheldon 
Adelson in an unabashed effort to bol-
ster Netanyahu. It is distributed for free. 
Interestingly, the prime minister is under 
investigation for alleged collusion with 
the publisher of the paper’s chief com-
petitor for more favorable coverage in 
return for caps on Israel Hayom.

Beyond this, the country’s longtime 
public broadcaster – financially a bot-
tomless pit – was forced to shut down in 
favor of a new government-owned entity, 
with critics calling it an effort to obtain 
more favorable coverage of the govern-
ment. To top things off, Netanyahu insist-
ed on holding the all-important commu-

nications portfolio as ministers routinely 
came and went. 

Perhaps most alarming to critics, how-
ever, are bills taking aim at the authority 
and power of the Israeli courts.

Minister of Justice Ayelet Shaked of 
the far-right Bayit Yehudi party has made 
it her mission to reduce the power of 
Supreme Court justices in choosing new 
justices and judges for lower courts, 
believing they tend to be liberal. The 
ramification for the Supreme Court could 
be profound because it often convenes as 
the High Court of Justice, which is where 
rank and file citizens can challenge the 
legitimacy of legislation.

The fact that Israeli voters have moved 
to the right can be borne out in figures 
that go beyond mere Knesset representa-
tion.

The Israel Democracy Index, the find-
ings of an annual survey conducted by 

the highly respected Israel 
Democracy Institute, 
shows that the percentage 
of Jewish Israelis who con-
sider certain rights orga-
nizations to be harmful 
(including the Association 
of Civil Rights in Israel, 
which might be called the 
country’s ACLU), stood at 
50 percent in 2010, 52 per-
cent in 2013, and 56 per-
cent in 2015, jumping to 
71 percent last year. Also in 
2016, 62 percent of Jewish 
Israelis felt that in fighting 
terror, “there is no room 

for moral considerations …”
In many ways, it’s a miracle that Israel 

has been able to weather the security 
reality it’s faced for some 70 years while 
remaining the vibrant democracy it is. 
The challenge is to face the next 70 years 
– and many, many more – without sliding 
into the authoritarianism that can plague 
societies facing far less. 

ACRI warns that “even if these bills 
and initiatives do not progress to the 
stages of legislation and implementation, 
the attempt to advance them in and of 
itself has a considerable chilling effect on 
Israeli society as a whole,” adding: “This 
process … may ultimately lead to the 
decay of the entire democratic system.”

Lawrence Rifkin is a journalist and 
writer living in Jerusalem.

The erosion has 
accelerated in recent 

years with the 
entrenchment of a 

powerful right wing 
due mostly to voter 
disenchantment over 

the fading chances for a 
two-state solution.

In Israel, civil liberties threatened
from page 6

By Jonathan S. Tobin

In early 2014, I joined 
a group of Jewish 
scholars and writers 

who gathered to pon-
der the startling statis-
tics contained in the 
Pew Research Center’s 
recently published 
“A Portrait of Jewish 
Americans.” The intent was to 
try to mobilize the community 
to respond to a survey confirm-
ing that rates of intermarriage 
and assimilation had risen to a 
level that threatened the future 
of non-Orthodox Jewish life in 
this country. 

In 2015, the group of schol-
ars produced a document 
titled “Strategic Directions 
for Jewish Life Call to Action” 
that offered a blueprint to deal 
with the problems of disaffili-
ation, intermarriage, late mar-
riage, and low birthrates that 
were turning Jewishly com-
mitted non-Orthodox families 
into a minority group, if not an 
endangered species. The result 
is that fewer Jews are raised 
in a Jewish home, have Jewish 
connections, or have a sense of 

Jewish identity. 
But the response 

from the organized 
Jewish world to recom-
mendations involving 
more investment in 
noncontroversial ideas 
– such as support for 
schools, camps, and 
trips to Israel, and 
other efforts to bolster 

the formation of Jewish families 
–was as instructive as the study 
itself. They weren’t interested. 
To the contrary, most of those 
in positions of influence in the 
non-Orthodox denominations 
and in communal philanthropic 
entities viewed the attempt to 
sound the alarm about the obvi-
ous consequences of the trends 
Pew illustrated as outdated 
thinking, or mischaracterized 
it as a mean-spirited effort at 
exclusion.

Three years later, two of 
those who led that unsuccess-
ful attempt are back. Scholars 
Steven M. Cohen and Sylvia 
Barack Fishman have authored 
a study published by the Jewish 
People Policy Institute that 
once again calls attention to the 
implications of the decline of 

the non-Orthodox Jewish family, 
and calls for action. 

To their critics, who claim 
they are insensitive to the needs 
of the intermarried or those who 
have no interest in traditional 
institutions like synagogues, 
they simply point to the num-
bers. If you want a collapse of 
non-Orthodox Jewish life in this 
country, just keep doing noth-
ing, or worse, as many in the 
Jewish community are doing, 
pretend that the decline is not 
such a bad thing.

This is, in fact, what much 
of the organized Jewish world 
is doing these days. It’s a reac-
tion based on some of the Pew 
data showing that many of 
the children of intermarriage 
– including the vast majority 
who aren’t raised in exclusively 
Jewish homes or get any sort 
of Jewish education – actually 
identify in some way as being 
Jewish. Rather than lament this 
shift, we are told to embrace 
and celebrate it. If Jewish iden-
tity is evolving into something 
more fluid and less rooted in 
religion, let alone in commu-
nal institutions and causes like 
support for Israel, then so be 

it, say the opponents of the 
Cohen-Fishman approach. At 
the other end of the spectrum, 
some Orthodox Jews react by 
engaging in triumph, ignoring 
that even they will be dimin-
ished by what happens to the 
other movements.

The Pew statistics are the 
result of freedom and accep-
tance. The pride that even 
those with tentative ties to the 
Jewish community feel is the 
product of an American culture 
where Jewish identity is widely 
admired, and where there are 
virtually no barriers to success 
in any field. A byproduct of this 
freedom is a belief that parochial 
ties or any boundaries between 
groups are inherently bad. 

Given the vast number of 
Jews who now intermarry, it is 
hardly surprising that any effort 
to encourage in-marriage or 
conversion is now treated as not 
only out of touch with reality, 
but also as bad manners. It has 
become mainstream thinking 
to reject any policy that might 
somehow offend those who 
marry out, or even those who 
don’t wish to raise their children 
as Jews.

But this discussion isn’t about 
hurt feelings or the false accu-
sation that those who advo-
cate marriage within a specific 
group don’t want to welcome 
those who wish to be part of 
the Jewish community. We can’t 
count on Orthodox demograph-
ic growth to take the place of the 
millions who are drifting away. 
Placid acceptance of trends that 
point inevitably to the end of the 
American Jewish world as we 
know it is no answer. 

Those who want to keep their 
heads in the sand can go on pre-
tending that a future in which 
many (if not most) of Americans 
who call themselves Jews will 
have few ties to faith traditions 
or Jewish peoplehood is viable. 
Those who want to enable the 
continuance of a community 
that can enrich the lives of those 
who take part in it, and a com-
munity that can support vital 
Jewish institutions, should heed 
the call of Cohen and Fishman.

Jonathan S. Tobin is opinion 
editor of JNS.org and contribut-
ing writer for National Review. 
Follow him on Twitter at @jona-
thans_tobin.

Addressing the decline of Jewish identity in America

By David Bedein

JERUSALEM – Virtually 
every media outlet took the 
United Nations Relief and 

Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees’ condemnation 
of the Hamas tunnels found 
under an UNRWA school at 
its word. Yet no media outlet 
reminded the world that the 
UNRWA teachers union and 
the UNRWA workers union of Gaza have 
been under the tight control of Hamas 
since 1999, without a word of disap-
proval from UNRWA.

The statement by the Prime Minister 
of Israel that UNRWA should be “dis-
mantled” indicates that the Israeli gov-
ernment holds UNRWA responsible for 
the existence of Hamas terror tunnels.

The timing of this discovery is impor-
tant, occurring just before Hamas will 
conduct its annual summer military 
training camp to train upwards of 50,000 
UNRWA students, ages 9-15, in the use of 
live weaponry. 

However, it is unfortunately not with-
in Israel’s power to “dismantle” UNRWA. 

UNRWA operates under the mandate 
of the United Nations General Assembly, 
and only its 193 member states can “dis-
mantle” UNRWA. 

If Israeli and Western democratic 
nations were to cut funds to UNRWA, 
two scenarios would likely occur: 

• The radical Islamic state of Qatar, 
which has established a presence in 
Gaza and in Judea/Samaria, would likely 
step in to replace any income lost from 
Western cuts to UNRWA.   

• Saudi Arabia, which recently 
increased its funding of UNRWA to 
become the number three donor, would 
likely give even more.

If Qatar and Saudi Arabia became the 
largest donors to UNRWA, no leverage 
could be brought against UNRWA to 
cease connections with Hamas or other 
terror groups.

What, then, can the Israeli govern-
ment do to ameliorate UNRWA? 

Jerusalem could demand that UNRWA 
donors condition funds on reforms of 
UNRWA in six areas:

• Ask for an audit of donor funds given 
to UNRWA. This would address wide-

spread documented reports 
of wasted resources, duplicity 
of services, and the undesired 
flow of cash to Gaza-based ter-
ror groups, which have gained 
control over UNRWA oper-
ations there for the past 18 
years.

• Introduce UN Refugee 
Agency standards to UNRWA 
to advance the resettlement of 
Arab refugees after 68 years of 

their relegation to refugee camp exis-
tence.  Current UNRWA policy is that 
any refugee resettlement would interfere 
with the “right of return” to Arab villages 
that existed before 1948.

• Cancel the UNRWA school curricu-
lum, based on Jihad, martyrdom, and the 
“right of return” by force of arms.

• Cease paramilitary training in all 
UNRWA schools.  Should UNRWA, as a 
UN agency, not demonstrate a renewed 
commitment to UN principles to “peace 
education?”

• Insist that UNRWA dismiss employ-
ees affiliated with Hamas, in accor-
dance with laws on the books in western 
nations that forbid aid to any agency that 
employs members of a terrorist organi-
zation.

• Since UNRWA has recently hired 
a “youth ambassador” – Mohammad 
Assaf – to travel the world and encourage 
insurrection and violence, would this 
not be the appropriate time to demand 
that UNRWA cancel  its contract with a 
promoter of war?

Now that the Israeli government 
has finally come to the conclusion that 
UNRWA is an impediment to peace, the 
government of Israel should act to curb 
UNRWA policy and reform UNRWA, 
which is within the scope of possibility, 
and not to dismantle UNRWA, which is 
not possible.

David Bedein is the director of 
Israel Resource News Agency and also 
administers the Center for Near East 
Policy Research. He is also the author 
of “Roadblock to Peace – How the UN 
Perpetuates the Arab-Israeli Conflict: 
UNRWA Policies Reconsidered” and “The 
Genesis of the Palestinian Authority.” His 
website is www.israelbehindthenews.
com.

Break the link between  
refugee support and Hamas
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In the summer of 1984, when 
the distinguished American 
Jewish essayist Phillip Lopate 

was 41, he taped his brassy, vul-
gar, vindictive, smart, and some-
times hilarious mother telling 
her life story for over 20 hours. 
She was 66. The tapes sat in 
a shoebox for more than 30 
years until Lopate began what 
became this strange and fasci-
nating memoir from often con-
flicting perspectives: “A Mother’s 
Tale.”

The book, his 16th, con-
sists of verbatim transcripts 
of Frances Lopate, broken 
into topics – “My Mother’s Key 
Memory,” “The Obsession,” “I 
Vant to Be Alone” – interspersed 
with Lopate’s contemporaneous 
questions and comments and 
his present-day observations. He 
calls it “a triangular dialogue.” 
This understates the impact of 
Frances’s voice, and the role of 
the commentary, which molds 
each section into an essay about 
the book’s central question: Did 
his mother have to be so mis-
erable? Given history and bad 
luck, what agency did she (or 
does anyone) have?  

Readers of Lopate’s 2003 
“Getting Personal” may recall 
the essay, “Willy,” about an affair 
of Frances’s that nearly split 
the family when he was 8. Her 
husband beat her. She stayed. 
Now, we get her version. Aside 
from denying being beaten and 
a strange insouciance about the 
affair, the most startling differ-
ence is Frances. The first essay 
portrays her as difficult, unhap-
py, but likeable. Here, she seems 
devoid of empathy for anyone 
but herself.  

In the first instance, she 
became his character. In the 
second, he’s “at the mercy of 
her open-ended complaining 
or boasting.” Readers face the 
same challenge. How to respond 
to a woman who says this: “… 
I think of the terrible things I 
say to your father … and he 
sits there and says: ‘I wish I was 
dead.’ And I say: ‘That makes 
two of us; we both wish you were 
dead.’ How could I say that to a 
human being – unless he’d hurt 
me first?”   

Writing, Lopate came to 

see her as a 20th-century 
Everywoman. The 11th child of 
Ukrainian Jews, she worked in 
factories, offices, started busi-
nesses, bore four children (one 
a lover’s), and broke into show 
business and commercials 
improbably at 50, turning her 
hefty physique to advantage, 
quite successfully for a while. 
Yet she felt “thwarted, thwarted, 
thwarted.” Having two promi-
nent sons, Phillip and Leonard, 
a radio host, didn’t soften her 
sense of failure. 

Many smart, working-class 
women of her generation got the 
dirty end of the stick, to para-
phrase her earthy language.

Growing up during the 
Depression and World War II, 
in a man’s world, they reached 
middle age before feminism 
took hold. But how many called 
their lives to that point “a waste,” 
as she did? 

What makes Frances Lopate 
more than a case study is her 
extreme personality. An outer-
borough Madame Bovary, she 
craved love and status and hated 
her intelligent, beaten-down 
husband. She even accuses 
her husband of faking a stroke, 
which causes Phillip to defend 
his father: 

 “I felt like he blackmailed 
me into staying with him, and 
that changed my life; it wasn’t 
fulfilled … He had that … phony 
stroke that wasn’t even a stroke.” 

“Needless to say,” Phillip 
interjects, “there was nothing 
phony about my father’s stroke.” 

She reveals secrets, but the 
bombshell comes from Lopate’s 
father, Albert, whose one-hour 
interview yielded “My Father’s 
Chief Regret.” He describes 
choking Frances for infidelity 
and stopping, to his regret. 

“That’s the story of my fail-
ure, because I just couldn’t leave 
her … If I could have killed her, 
it would have ended then and 
there. I would have been tried, 
sent to prison, or executed, and 
that was that.” Divorce? She 
claimed he wouldn’t grant one. 
He doesn’t say. 

Frances collected grudges. 
Her dying father smiled at her. 
“Call him back, Frumele,” a sis-
ter begged. She froze. He died. 
She held this against her sib-
lings for life. “How can you be 
so heartless as to put a little kid 
through that?” she rails. 

After their mother’s death, 
a sister took Frances and two 
other sisters in – as maids, alleg-

edly. (Phillip is skeptical.) She 
ran away until her sister kicked 
her out into the working world.

During the taping, Frances 
soured on her son’s perceived 
lack of empathy. Their fraught 
process comes to a head in 
“The Argument,” where Phillip 
unsuccessfully probes the “frost 
between them.” Everything – 
even his teenage suicide attempt 
– is about her sense of rejection. 

A master of the confessional 
essay, Lopate knows a writer 
can’t make himself superior to 
his subject. He admits to chilli-
ness, gratitude, admiration … 
but love?

“If she mistook this interest 
of mine as clinical or literary or 
insincere or … filial duty, that 
was a pity,” Lopate writes. “I was 
quite fascinated by her, as you 
might be of a tiger who could 
maul you at any moment, but 
who could also strike you as 
touching and noble.” 

Yet, he gleaned from his 
mother his writer’s voice, which 
blends his erudition with her 
earthy frankness and black 
humor. 

Frances on her brother-in-
law’s advances:

“… At the time I had a lover 
who was such a fantastic sex 
machine, Herbie, and here this 
mutt comes over … and the only 
way I could get rid of him was 
to do it … So after he finished, I 
laughed at him.”

Phillip Lopate on learning 
this: 

“Dear Uncle Morris: he of the 
Groucho Marx resemblance, a 
lawyer in good standing with the 
Democratic Club, who always 
gave the impression of sneer-
ing at everyone … Now I would 
have to picture him chasing my 
mother around the bedroom in 
his boxer shorts.”

Frances’s sexuality seems to 
explain her unhappiness more 
than history. She was ahead 
of her time and background, 
though not religious. She dis-
cusses her orgasms, genitals, 
lovers.

The book  –  or its process 
–  was risky for both parties. 
Handing Frances the micro-
phone, Lopate relinquished 
control of her as a character. 
She wouldn’t – or couldn’t – edit 
herself, though he tried to draw 
out her kinder side.  

Lopate seems to ask himself 
– and us, by inference – if it was 
OK not to love a mother like 
that. Blaming parents is futile. 
He turned out fine. 

We struggle to forgive our 
parents (and fear our kids won’t 
forgive us). Not everything is for-
givable. One has to let go of what 
one can or end up poisoned, as 
she was. 
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By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW YORK – Chaja 
Rubinstein and Florence 
Nightingale Graham never actu-
ally met or spoke, but the cos-
metic pioneers known as Helena 
Rubinstein and Elizabeth Arden 
had a lot in common as busi-
nesswomen. 

Both Rubinstein, born to 
Jewish parents in Poland, and 
Arden, who began life as part of 
an Episcopalian farming family 
in Canada, revolutionized the 
world of beauty in distinctive 
ways. Each used original brand-
ing and packaging to market 
cosmetics to everyday women. 

The flamboyant Rubenstein 
and the more reserved Arden 
defied the obstacles of the so-
called man’s world of the first 
half of the 1900s to create busi-
ness empires. Their differenc-
es and similarities take to the 

stage in the musically dynamic 
Broadway musical “War Paint” 
at the Nederlander Theatre in 
New York.

Inspired by the biography of 
the same name by British his-
torian Lindy Woodhead and 
the 2007 documentary “The 
Powder and the Glory,” the 
musical examines the celebrat-
ed rivalry between Rubinstein 
and Arden from the 1930s to the 
1960s. Playwright Doug Wright 
(“I Am My Own Wife”) has the 
two Manhattan-based entre-
preneurs overhear each other in 
corresponding scenes and even-
tually come together in the late 
going for an anthem-like num-
ber called ‘’Beauty in the World.” 

Two Broadway legends with 
their own signature vocal styles 
– Patti Lupone as Rubinstein 
and Christine Ebersole as Arden 
– deliver all of the songs writ-
ten by Scott Frankel (music) 
and Michael Korie (lyrics) with 

a blend of authority and fire. 
The book and score effectively 
detail the strengths of each pio-
neer and her house of beauty. 
Catherine Zuber’s brilliant cos-
tume design not only captures 
the exotic attire of Rubinstein 
and the more classic garb of 
Arden, but also includes white 
lab coats for Rubenstein’s sci-
entific approach and smart but 
uniform-like pink outfits for the 
Arden’s salon technicians. 

If Wright’s busy book does 
well with Rubinstein and Arden’s 
respective approaches to beauty, 
it ought to be less symmetrical 
in its treatment of their profes-
sional successes and personal 
vulnerabilities. While Lupone 
and Ebersole are dazzling 
throughout, repeated scene 
alternation between Rubinstein 
and Arden – for example, con-
flicts between Rubinstein and 
her ambitious business man-
ager, Harry Fleming, on the one 
hand and Arden and her profes-
sionally dissatisfied husband on 
the other – cumulatively ends up 
blunting some of the force of the 
musical’s messages about indi-
viduality and women’s empow-
erment. 

At the same time, Wright’s 
book does deal with Rubinstein’s 
ongoing struggle with anti-Sem-
itism – most notably her pur-
chase of the Park Avenue build-
ing restricted against Jews – but 
could say more about her phi-
lanthropy and support for Israel. 

Still, Lupone’s tenacious 
Rubinstein and Ebersole’s reflec-

tive Arden – under Michael 
Greif’s strong direction – make 
a uniquely compelling contrast 
of two true artists of the facial 
palette. Lupone has the right 
combination of imperiousness 
and insecurity as Rubinstein. 
Her solo “Forever Beautiful” is 
a true showstopper as she deliv-
ers a rich belt surrounded by 
Rubinstein portraits by the likes 
of Picasso and Dali. 

Ebersole’s lush coloring will 
call to mind her unforgettable 
work in Frankel and Korie’s 
earlier “Grey Gardens” (which 

clearly influenced the tone of 
this score). She builds the Arden 
solo “Pink” artfully to a cleverly 
ironic finish in which she reveals 
her true feeling about the title 
color. 

John Dossett has the right 
anxiety and frustration as “Mr. 
Arden,” and Douglas Sills finds 
all the insight and impulsiveness 
of Fleming, Rubinstein’s busi-
ness manager. 

Lupone and Ebersole paint 
a master tableau about women 
and beauty even when “War 
Paint” needs surer brush strokes.

‘War Paint’ tells the colorful story of two cosmetic titans

Photo courtesy of Joan Marcus
Patti LuPone as Helena Rubinstein in ‘War Paint’

2017 HILLEL GRADS
Cohen Hillel Academy held its graduation ceremony on June 14. 
The class of 2017 included Rachel Mulsman, Katie Tassinari, Shira 
Zimmerman, Natalia Goldwasser and Julian Stux.
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By Rabbi Richard Perlman

Two of the most important 
things in this world are the 
return of Eretz Yisrael as 

our Homeland, and the growing 
re-empowerment of women in 
our Jewish political, social, and 
religious lives. I firmly believe 
that, without these restorations, 
Judaism would be challenged to 
survive.

The importance of Eretz 
Yisrael is obvious, but why 
put so much emphasis on the 
restoration of the importance 
women once had to our People? 
Consider the importance Golda 
Meir had on the political and 
economic growth of Eretz 
Yisrael. As far as Torah learn-
ing and Jewish teaching are 
concerned, many, if not most, 
of today’s most insightful com-
mentaries, teaching methods, 
and curricula are coming from 
the minds, pens, and actions of 
women rabbis and Jewish edu-
cators. 

To understand where I am 
coming from, we must review 
the sin Moshe committed and 
his punishment. In Bamidbar, 
Chapter 20, Verses 1-2, we read 
how B’nai Yisrael had arrived 
at a certain place in the wilder-
ness. Then Miryam died, fol-
lowed immediately by the peo-
ple bitterly complaining about 
the lack of water. The ancient 
rabbi Rashi observed that as 
long as Miryam was alive, a 
special sweet, pure water well 
accompanied B’nai Yisrael on 
their journey. As soon as Miryam 
died, the well dried up and B’nai 
Yisrael complained. 

G-d knew that the People 
needed to be reassured they 
would have water. G-d com-
manded Moshe “to take his staff 
... and to SPEAK to the rock.” 
It was Moshe’s staff that rep-

resented the kind of leader he 
was: a soft-spoken shepherd. 

The rock symbolized the 
stiff-necked behavior of B’nai 
Yisrael. It represented that they 
were as hard and stubborn as 
a rock, making them quick to 
“kvetch” and always ready to 
rebel. Remember when B’nai 
Yisrael thought that Moshe was 
late coming down from Sinai? 
What did they do? They rebelled 
by building the Egel, the Golden 
Calf.

Moshe was told to simply 
“talk to the rock,” but he struck 
the rock, as G-d had told him to 
do earlier in the Exodus from 
Egypt (Shemot, Chapter 17). 
Because Moshe was so disgrun-
tled with all the non-stop com-
plaining and frustrated because 
G-d had to tell him how to pro-
vide the same sweet, pure water 
that his sister had so easily and 
naturally provided, he struck 
the rock instead of talking to 
it. The water returned, but for 
disobeying G-d’s word, Moshe 
would not be allowed to enter 
Eretz Yisrael. Most of us cannot 
understand why Moshe was so 
harshly punished and we feel 
sorry for him.

The rod symbolizes regal 
authority, domination, and 

control. B’nai Yisrael had just 
been freed from suffering 210 
years in slavery under totalitar-
ian tyrants. After leaving this, 
B’nai Yisrael needed a compas-
sionate, principled, but strong 
leader.

You see, Moshe’s sin and 
punishment comes right 
between Miryam’s death and 
when the well dries up and then 
is returned. 

Earlier Torah verses tell us 
how Miryam sang her song at 
the Red Sea after the Egyptian 
soldiers were swallowed up in 
its parting, and, by doing so, she 
became a most beloved figure 
and leader. 

 That is why I am convinced 
the restoration of Eretz Yisrael 
and the re-empowerment of 
women in Jewish life is a great 
thing. Combining these make 
up the nectar that will nurture 
the future of our Jewish People 
for many years to come.

Rabbi Richard Perlman is the 
spiritual leader of Temple Ner 
Tamid in Peabody. 

Rabbi’s Parsha: Chukat

The wisdom of Miryam, the first  
woman to lead the Jewish people

Shabbat  
Candle Lighting

Friday, June 30  |  8:06 p.m.
Friday, July 7  |  8:05 p.m.
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July 21 • Music with Marcy & Service 5:30 pm,
Pizza 6:00 pm / Service 7:00 pm

July 28 • 6:00 pm Pizza / 7:00 pm Service

August 4 • 6:00 pm Pizza / 7:00 pm Service

August 11 • 6:00 pm Pizza / 7:00 pm Service

August 18 • Music with Marcy & Service 5:30 pm,
Pizza 6:00 pm / Service 7:00 pm

August 25 • 6:00 pm Pizza / 7:00 pm Service
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Looking Ahead
JUNE 30 THROUGH JULY 27
SUMMER SHOW  A Swampscott Arts Association Exhibit. Opening reception 
Sunday, July 9 from 3-5 p.m. The Gallery at Grosvenor Park, Vinnin Sq., 7 Loring 
Hills Ave., Salem. 978-741-5700.

JUNE 30
SHABBAT ON THE DECK  Drumming with Shira Moss and David Wesson. 
Temple Sinai, 1 Community Road, Marblehead. templesinaiweb.org. 781-631-
2763. RSVP to Meg Gatterman at meg.templesinai@gmail.com.

NOW THROUGH JULY 8
THE EFFECT  New England premier of The Effect, directed by Sam Weisman. 
Lucy Prebble’s funny and moving look at medicinal trial and error explores the 
depths of attraction and attachment. Gloucester Stage, 267 East Main St., 
Gloucester. gloucesteerstage.com.

THE BIRDS  Inspired by Daphne du Maurier’s chilling short story and the 
basis for Alfred Hitchcock’s legendary film, this suspense-filled adaptation 
by acclaimed Irish playwright Conor McPherson is an emotionally stirring, 
psychological thriller. Barrington Stage Company, 122 North Street, Pittsfield, 
info@barringtonstageco.org 413-236-8888. 

JULY 1
BRENTANO STRING QUARTET  The Quartet became the first Ensemble-in-
Residence at Princeton University, and is now the Resident String Quartet at 
the Yale School of Music. The Brentano performs works by Gesualdo, Stephen 
Hartke and Beethoven.Presented by Rockport Music at Shalin Liu Performance 
Center, 37 Main St., Rockport. 8 p.m. rockportmusic.org/brentano-quartet. 

JULY 2
THE ART OF THE PROTEST SONGS  Benefit Concert to raise funds for the Mass 
Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition (MIRA). Concert features Sarah 
Lee Guthrie, David Roth, Regie Gibson and other artists. 7-10 p.m. Somerville 
Armory, 191 Highland Ave., Somerville. $20. artoftheprotestsong.eventbrite.
com. Tickets will also be available at the door. 617-913-3623.

JULY 6
GARRICK OHLSSON  Winner of the 1970 International Chopin Piano 
Competition, Grammy Award-winning pianist Garrick Ohlsson has established 
himself worldwide as a musician of magisterial interpretive and technical 
prowess. He performs works by Schubert and Scriabin. Shalin Liu Performance 
Center, 37 Main St., Rockport. Tickets $50-$72. rockportmusic.org/garrick-
ohlsson. 978-546-7391.

ASTON MAGNA: PAGANINI: THE 24 CAPRICES FOR VIOLIN  Aston Magna 
is the nation’s longest running summer festival of early music, with period 
instruments in the hands of virtuoso performers and the finest early music 
vocalists. Featuring Edson Scheid, baroque violin. Slosberg Music Center, 
Brandeis University, Waltham. 7 p.m. Tickets $40-$45. astonmagna.org/2017-
calendar. 888-492-1283.

JULY 4 THROUGH AUGUST 6
CYMBELINE by William Shakespeare, a centerpiece of Shakespeare & 
Company’s 40th season. A story of intrigue and deception in the face of steely 
resolve, the play bears the wondrous language of the seasoned playwright 
through wild plot twists, mistaken identities, and a heart-rending quest for love. 
Tina Packer Playhouse, 70 Kemble St., Lenox, 413-637-3353. shakespeare.org/
shows/2017/cymbeline. 

JULY 8
SHABBAT SERVICE AND LUNCH AND LEARN with Rabbi Natan Margalit. As 
a follow-up to the Nature Walk, Rabbi Margalit will participate in Services and 
lead a text study. 86 Middle St., Gloucester, 978-281-0739 info.taagloucester@
gmail.com

 PJ Library Tot Shabbat 
by the Sea

Young families are invited to join us for a 
family friendly, musical Shabbat service 

with Marcy Yellin. Bring a chair or a blanket and we will 
supply the pizza. In the event of rain, the program will 
move to Temple B’nai Abraham.

Friday, July 21, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Lynch Park, 55 Ober St., Beverly

Holy Happy Hour Minyan

Join Rabbi Michael, Cantor Elana, 
pianist David Sparr and a host 

of special musical guests for our 
monthly musical Friday night service!

The Holy: 5:30-6:00 p.m.
Happy Hour: wine, beer, refreshments for the kids and fun 
snacks.
The Happy: 6:00-6:45 p.m.
Kabbalat Shabbat service: accessible, spirited and inspiring.

Friday, July 21, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Congregation Shirat Hayam
55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott

JULY 21

JULY 21

CALENDAR continues on page 13

Resilience and Resistance: 
Stories of Survival from the Holocaust

The testimony of Holocaust survivors is an 
expression of the universal human capacity 

for resilience in the face of state-sponsored 
persecution and murder. During this unique program, 
survivors will explore the internal and external factors 
that allowed them to persist and to live, even as so 
many others could not. An interfaith, multigenerational 
gathering to bear witness to these wrenching stories 
and the disturbing history they represent. FREE.

Wednesday, July 12, 7-9 p.m.
Temple Beth Zion, 1566 Beacon St., Brookline

JULY 12
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web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 
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Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 
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All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 
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Groceries                                            
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web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
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Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington St., Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Closed Saturdays

154 Atlantic Avenue
Marblehead, MA 01945

1-800-432-0304  • 1-781-631-0303

Stowaway Sweets

Candy for  
All Occasions!

AMEX        DISCOVER        MC        VISA
617-738-3354

michaelsdelibrookline.com

256 Harvard St., Brookline

To advertise,  
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Event 
Planning

PROFESSIONAL ENTERTAINMENT
& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE

978.535.0770
www.cohenproductions.com

HIGH ENERGY,  
NOT OVER THE TOP

Cohen
Productions

Cohen
Productions

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

By Tspora Brenner

Nobody ever 
t h o u g h t 
much about 

Dora’s trunk. It sat 
there in the corner of 
the tiny little cell-like 
room she inhabited 
in the rafters of my 
grandparents’ Victorian home, 
just another piece of old-fash-
ioned furniture. Dora herself was 
much like a human part of the 
furniture. She was just always … 
there, a dependable part of my 
childhood, a social furnishing 
within our family circle. 

I spent many hours with 
Dora on hot summer evenings 
up in that attic room on the 
third floor. I would sit on the 
trunk and swing my legs, watch-
ing her knitting, listening to her 
mutter odd comments under 
her breath in a language I didn’t 
really understand. 

Dora owned very little. Her 
daily outfit was a plain blue 
maid’s dress, with a white cot-
ton apron she’d quickly don the 
minute she stepped into the 
kitchen downstairs. In her room 
was a single bed, squeaky and 

iron; a faded arm-
chair that had seen 
better days, worn 
from use; and that 
old wooden steam-
er trunk, which was 
never opened for 
any reason. I always 
just thought of it as 
something to sit on. 

Dora was a tiny, birdlike per-
son, only about 4½ feet tall. 
Nobody else ever made the long 
trek up the narrow stairs to her 
room – not even my grandmoth-
er, who ruled her domain with 
an iron fist in a velvet glove. I 
was Dora’s only visitor.

Nearby, in a much larger and 
better-appointed third-floor 
room, my grandfather hand-cut 
reeds for his oboe, and practiced 
the music that was his reason 
for living, as well as the source 
of his income. In the bathroom 
down the hall, a pointy gold-
en star hung from the towel 
rack, two triangles connecting. 
It swung in the colored breeze 
from the small window with 
the green stained-glass squares, 
and I often played with it in my 
childlike way as it glittered when 
it caught the sunbeams. Like 

Dora’s trunk, I didn’t think much 
of it. It had no meaning for me. 
The star was pretty, so I played 
with it in the sun. That was all.

My grandfather had arrived 
in America, with an old oboe 
and $27 in his pocket, from 
Vienna. My grandmother came 
from Germany. In their home, 
the nerve center for our extend-
ed family, they spoke German 
and Yiddish, which, as far as I 
knew, was just some other kind 
of German. 

My grandmother spoke High 
German, highfalutin’, almost 
French-sounding. She was 
quite reserved; cultured and 
delicate. My grandfather was 
more expressive, at times gut-
tural. Where they came together 
in their expression was their 
Yiddish: he, chomping on his 
ever-present cigar, yelling and 
gesturing, and she, restrain-
ing and attempting some sem-
blance of manners and reason-
ability at the family table. 

Between these poles, the fam-
ily circus played. Dora would be 
summoned with a little tinkling 
bell affixed to the dining-room 
door, near my grandmother’s 
unassailable place at the table. 

And she would enter silently 
with silver trays laden with pick-
led herring and caviar, brisket, 
red cabbage and sauerkraut, 
Brussels sprouts, potatoes in a 
thousand permutations, and 
eventually, her personal special-
ty: handmade Viennese pastries.

As far as I knew, we were 
Catholic. My grandparents 
didn’t go to church; my parents, 
more frequently. I failed kin-
dergarten in the public school, 
and went on to repeat it in the 
Catholic school nearby. I played 
with things in my grandparents’ 
house; the golden star, the tin-
kling bell, the strange twisted 
animal horn atop the color TV, 
the hand-carved Noah’s ark with 
all the old-fashioned animals in 
pairs, all the way from Germany, 
which had been my grandmoth-
er’s own toy in the unimagined 
past. I joyously played with 
these artefacts as I prepared for 
my First Communion. But I had 
no understanding of where they 
might have come from, or what 
they might possibly mean. 

I never really understood 
what everybody was arguing 
about in Yiddish. I thought my 
grandfather’s special pet name 

for me was Oy Gevalt, because 
that was what he yelled every 
time I set foot in his house. I 
didn’t question why they didn’t 
go to Mass with me. But I did 
start to ask questions when my 
grandmother died, and kosher 
butchers turned up at her funer-
al, in big black hats and peyes. 
“They’re your cousins,” I was 
perfunctorily told. 

When Dora died soon after-
ward, I asked more questions. 
Nobody really wanted to answer 
my questions. “She came from 
Europe,” I was told. “All her fam-
ily died in the war. She didn’t 
have anybody else.” There was 
no further discussion.

Dora never left a will. She had 
nobody to leave anything to. And 
then they opened Dora’s trunk. 
It was crammed to the brim with 
carefully folded wads of cash. 
In it was every dollar she’d ever 
earned from us, cooking the 
brisket and scrubbing the floors 
with bleach on her tiny hands 
and knees, ever answering the 
call of that silver bell. 

And a little note, in her spi-
dery Yiddish handwriting, 
thanking our family for the small 
American life she’d lived.

The Personal Essay

Dora’s gift 

WORLD WAR II VET LILLIAN ARONSON IS HONORED 
Jewish War Veterans and Ladies Auxiliary North Shore Post 220 
honored World War II Veteran Lillian Aronson during her 100th 
birthday celebration at Congregation Sons of Israel, Peabody. 
Approximately 50 family members and veterans and guests 
attended this special event. Lillian received a special Congressional 
recognition from Representative Seth Moulton and a citation from 
Speaker of the Massachusetts House of Representatives Robert 
DeLeo.

By Herbert Belkin
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

For Jewish mothers, the candlesticks 
that graced their homes and welcomed 
Shabbat in Eastern European shtetls had 
a special significance. It was with these 
candlesticks that Jewish women had their 
moment with God. 

That moment took place on Friday 
nights, when Jewish matriarchs bent over 
the candlesticks, moved their hands in 
a circle following ancient custom, and 
entered into a unique moment when 
they invoked the blessing of God for their 
families. Jewish men had their physi-

cal attachments to Judaism: their talises, 
tephillen, and yarmulkes. For women, 
it was only candlesticks that were their 
physical link with their faith.

From 1880 to 1920, millions of Jews 
left Russia, where a hard life was made 
even harder under the brutality of the 
czar. These Jews packed their belong-
ings and started on the long journey to 
America. Always included in their bags 
and suitcases were the candlesticks that 
had been the light of tradition in their 
shtetl homes. 

When they reached America, immi-
grant Jews started a new life, quite often 
in large, crowded cities so different from 

the wooden houses and muddy streets 
of their homelands. The dark, dirty tene-
ments of New York’s Lower East Side and 
Boston’s North End were the footholds of 
their new life in America. 

The setting in their new homes was 
as different as the language and cul-
ture. Shtetl tradition was tested by the 
public education their children received 
and the culture of city streets. But one 
thing remained from their past lives that 
evoked memories of close-knit Jewish 
life: the candlesticks. 

Today, some Jewish homes are fortu-
nate to have these candlesticks from the 
“old country.” If they still hold candles 

that light Shabbat, do the children of the 
family know about this precious link with 
the past? Do they know how their great-
grandmothers carried them, sometimes 
on their backs, to America because they 
represented an important part of their 
lives that they would not forsake? 

In the candlestick’s light, tell the story 
of past generations to your children so 
the ancient symbolism is carried on.   

Herb Belkin is a historian who writes 
and lectures on the epic events in the 
Jewish world over the last 200 years. He 
can be reached at beachbluff1@verizon.
net.

Candlesticks provide a shining link to the Jewish women of our past
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ONGOING
ADULT MASTER SWIM TEAM 
Mondays, 5:30-7 a.m.; Thursdays, 
5:30-7 a.m.; Saturdays, 7-8 a.m. 
JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

MONDAYS 
SENIOR JAZZ HOUR AND LUNCH 
All Seniors are welcome to enjoy a 
live performance by the Insight Band 
and share a delicious complimentary 
lunch at the JCCNS. Contact Karen 
Bar-Or at 781-476-9902 or kbar-or@
jccns.com. First Monday of each 
month. Free. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

TUESDAYS
NEW PARENT SUPPORT GROUP 
This group provides a safe and 
nurturing space for parents to 
explore what works best for them, 
their babies, and their families. 
Mothers and/or fathers with their 
babies (birth to age one) can give 
and receive support, ask questions. 
Open to all faiths, races, and sexual 
orientation. Registration is NOT 
required and is free to attend.  
10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Free. JCCNS, 
4 Community Road, Marblehead.

PAPERBACK JUKEBOX (AT ABBOT 
LIBRARY) 10:15-11 a.m. Join 
Temple Emanu-El for a musical story 
hour designed especially for children 
5 and under and their families. 
Abbot Public Library, 235 Pleasant 
Street, Marblehead. 

WEDNESDAYS
KNITTING KNIGHTS 7:30-9 p.m. 
Join the JCCNS for casual evenings 
of knitting and chat. Every first 
Wednesday of the Month. Open 
to all ages! JCCNS, 4 Community 
Road, Marblehead. Free.  
RSVP sewing@jccns.com. 

THURSDAYS
SPEAK UP with Toastmasters. 1st 
and 3rd Thursday nights of every 
month. 7-8:30 p.m. at the JCCNS. 
Do you get nervous when you have 
to speak in public? Whether you’re 
called upon to give a business 
presentation, propose a wedding 
toast, the JCCNS Toastmasters Club 
can help you address any situation 
with confidence. Must be 18 or 
older. Contact Tom Cheatham at 
781-476-9905; email tcheatham@
jccns.com, jccns.toastmastersclubs.
org. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

FRIDAYS 
SENIOR LUNCH AND LEARN 
Seniors are invited to participate 
in a class or enjoy a guest speaker 
on the third Friday of each month 
and stay to socialize over lunch! 
Register in advance by calling 
781-631-8330. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Jewish Community Center of the 
North Shore, Marblehead.

SATURDAYS 
TORAH STUDY. 9-10 a.m. Temple 
Emanu-El invites everybody to lay-
led Torah Study. The first Shabbat of 
every month is led by Rabbi Meyer. 
Temple Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic 
Avenue, Marblehead. 781-631-9300.

SUNDAYS
SCHMOOZE & NEWS Bring your 
favorite newspaper and join JCCNS 
Executive Director Marty Schneer 
to discuss big news stories of the 
day. Second Sunday of each month, 
10:30 a.m. Free.

SUNDAES ON SUNDAYS! Sunday 
nights after minyan (starts at 
7:30 p.m.), enjoy an ice cream 
sundae. July 9, 23; August 6, 20; 
September 3. Temple Ner Tamid, 
Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody. 978-532-1293. office@
templenertamid.org.

continued from page 11
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MAUDSLAY CONCERT SERIES Maudslay Arts 
Center Summer Concert Series celebrates its Silver 
Jubilee 25th Anniversary season with special 
programs: Saturday concerts begin at 7 p.m. and 
include: The Bobby Keyes Trio on July 8, Hillyer 
Festival Orchestra on July 15, The Don Campbell 
Band on July 22, Amanda Carr on July 29, Rebecca 
Parris on Aug. 12, and Jonathan Edwards on Aug. 
19. Sunday afternoon performances begin at 2 
p.m. and include: Donna Byrne on July 9, Hal 
McIntyre Big Band on July 16, Paul Broadnax & 
Friends on July 23, Liz Frame and the Kickers on 
Aug. 13, Shirim Klezmer Orchestra on Aug. 20, and 
A Salute to Veterans with Don Campbell on Aug. 
27. 95 Curzon Mill Road, Maudslay State Park, 
Newburyport. Tickets from $20. Tickets may be 
purchased at the gate or by calling 978-499-0050.

JULY 9
OPEN HOUSE POOL PARTY Free and open to 
the community. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead. 4-6 p.m.

JULY 10

SENIOR JAZZ AND LUNCH All seniors are welcome 
to enjoy a live performance by the Insight Band and 
share a delicious complimentary lunch. 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead.  
RSVP to Sara Ewing at 781-476-9913 or sewing@
jccns.com

JULY 16
W.A.G. TO “SHOWBOAT” All Jewish widows and 
widowers are invited to accompany the North 
Shore’s Widows & Widowers Activity to see the 
production of “Showboat” at the Reagle Music 
Theatre in Waltham. This will be followed by dinner 

at Not Your Average Joe’s in Burlington. Car pools 
will be assembling at Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody 
at 12:30 PM. Tickets $33; the cost of the meal will 
be determined by what you order. Contact Liz Garon 
at 978-535-7061 to make a reservation. Make check 
payable to W.A.G. Send it to Arlene Titelbaum,  
13 Forenza Rd., Peabody.

JEWISH MUSIC CONCERT “From the Shtetl to 
the Promised Land”. A live musical journey with 
musician David Polansky. 3 p.m. Temple Tifereth 
Israel of Winthrop, 93 Veterans Rd, Winthrop.  
617-846-1390. Free.

JULY 17 

AROUND THE WORLD IN 180 DAYS: THE TRUMP 
PRESIDENCY Moderated conversation featuring 
speakers from both sides of the political spectrum 
to discuss the first 100 plus days of the Trump 
administration. They will cover a variety of salient 
topics such as healthcare, foreign policy, and the 
Supreme Court and open it up to questions from 
the audience. This event is FREE and open to the 
community. 7 p.m. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

Submit your events to: 
calendar@jewishjournal.org
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Shepherd Simons of Peabody, 
formerly of Swampscott and 
Lake Worth, Fla., passed away 
peacefully on June 18, 2017, 
Father’s Day. 

Shep was the devoted hus-
band of Elaine (Kahan) Simons, 
his wife of 69 years, who was at 
his side when he died. He leaves 
behind his son William Simons 
and his partner Nancy Cannon 
of Oneonta, N.Y., and his daugh-
ter Jo Ann Simons and her hus-
band Chet Derr of Swampscott. 
He was the loving grandfather 
of Emily and her husband Brent 
Markus, Jonathan Derr, and 
Joseph Simons and his wife 
Lynette, and the devoted great-
grandfather of Lily, Hannah, 
Isaac and Daniel Simons, and to 
Nathan Markus. Shep was the 
beloved son of the late Joseph 
and Bertha Simons. He was the 
brother of Alan Simons and his 
wife Sheila of Swampscott, the 
late Rhoda Berman and her 
husband Irving, and the late 

Sheldon Simons and his wife 
Marcia. He also leaves behind 
many nieces and nephews.

He was particularly proud 
that his grandson, Jonathan, 
who has Down syndrome, has 
defied all expectations and is 
living an independent life.

Born in Boston, Shep was 
raised in Lynn, where he gradu-

ated from Lynn Classical High 
School. He received his degree 
in Business Administration from 
Boston University after serv-
ing in the US Air Force during 
WWII. Together with his young-
er brothers, he transformed 
his father’s shoe store into the 
Simons Uniform Company of 
Lynn. A successful business, it 
received international atten-
tion when Albert DeSalvo was 
caught there after his escape 
from prison in 1967.

A founding and continuing 
member of Temple Emanu-El 
of Marblehead, he had a life-
time devotion to the Jewish 
Community Center of the North 
Shore, first at its original home 
in Lynn and then in Marblehead, 
where he chaired the Physical 
Education Committee and 
Aquatics Committee. For over 
25 years, Shep led a Jewish youth 
group for boys, The Lynn AZA 
#471, where he guided scores 
of young Jewish youth into 

manhood. He had also been a 
member of the New England 
Swimming Coaches and 
Officials Association. For many 
decades, he and his wife enjoyed 
belonging to the Kernwood 
Country Club in Salem, and the 
Fountains Country Club in Lake 
Worth, Fla.

Funeral services were held on 
June 21 at The Brooksby Village 
Chapel, Peabody. Interment 
followed at Temple Emanu-El 
Memorial Park, Danvers. In lieu 
of flowers, please consider mak-
ing a donation to the Simons/
Derr Inclusion Fund at the 
Jewish Community Center of 
the North Shore, 4 Community 
Rd., Marblehead, MA 01945. 
This will help strengthen 
both the JCC and ensure the 
full inclusion of persons with 
intellectual disabilities, both 
matters close to Shep’s heart. 
Arrangements were handled by 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 
Chapel, Salem.

Shepherd Simons of Peabody, formerly of Swampscott and Lake Worth, Fla.

Family-owned and operated since 1933

NEW TO THE JOURNAL
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NOTICES
ASKENAZY, Harold, 92 – late 
of Malden. Died on June 14, 
2017. Husband of the late Edith 
(Schwartz) Askenazy. Father of 
Michael Askenazy and Rachel 
and her husband Andrew Brown. 
Grandfather of Devan H. Brown. 
Brother of the late Isadore 
Askenazy, Morris Askenazy, 
Bertha Wittenberg, Ruth O’Brien, 
Kay Mendell, Fay Gordon and 
Samuel Askenazy. (Goldman)

GAMAN, Gladys, 99 – late of 
Peabody, formerly of Worcester. 
Died on June 12, 2017. Wife 
of the late Manuel H. Gaman. 
Daughter of the late Samuel and 
Lena (Portnoy) Lonstein. Mother 
of Steven Gaman of San Rafael, 
Calif., and Philip Gaman of 
Novato, Calif. Sister of the late 
Miriam “Micky” Michaels, the late 
Sarah “Peggy” Lonstein, and the 
late Barnard “Getsy” Lonstein. 
Sister-in-law of Ruth Lonstein. 
Aunt of many nieces and neph-
ews. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

HIRSCH, Doris, 84 – late of Lynn. 
Died on June 15, 2017. Mother 
of Karen Hirsch of Lynn and 
Stephen Hirsch of Lynn. Sister 
of the late Evelyn Kummins and 
sister-in-law of Bernard Kummins 
of Marblehead. Aunt of Susan 
Kummins, Rachael Kummins, 
and Jerold and Randy Kummins. 
Great-aunt of Allyson and Joshua. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

KENDELL-KESSLER, Harriet, 
74 – late of Swampscott, for-
merly of Malden and Brookline. 
Died on June 19, 2017. Wife of 
George Kessler. Sister of Arlene 
and Mike Goodstein and the late 
Honey and Marvin Schloss. Step-
mother of Michael and Christine 
Kessler and Wendy and Steven 
Cody. Grandmother of Jacky 
Janko, Adam Kessler and Sarah 
Kessler-Mann. Aunt of Karla 
and Jim Firestone, Mindy and 
Joel Reichman, Mark and Sherri 
Goodstein, and Shari and Bob 
Munro. (Goldman)

LEVY, Roberta Ann, 71 – late of 
Danvers. Died on June 17, 2017. 
Daughter of the late David and 
Henrietta (Rain) Levy. Sister of 
Stephen Levy and his wife Beth of 
Tenn. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

MOLAY, Marcia (Silverman), 86 
– late of Peabody, formerly of 
Wenham. Died on June 20, 2017. 
Wife of the late Ira Molay. Mother 
of Bruce Molay of Cambridge, 
Seth Molay and his wife Hilary 
of Dallas, Texas, and Francine 
Molay of Wenham. Grandmother 
of Jennifer and David. Sister 
of Ira Silverman and his family. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

NEEDLEMAN, William “Bill” 
George, 102 – late of Peabody, for-
merly of Salem and Marblehead. 
Died on June 17, 2017. Husband 
of Betty (Bernstein) Needleman. 
Father of Marla Kovner of Salem. 
“Papa” of Zachary Kovner and 
Karli Kovner. Brother of Sophie 
Fritz of Md., and the late Robert, 
Joseph and Stanley. He is also sur-
vived by many nieces, nephews 
and longtime friends. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

SLOSBERG, Ann P. (Haze) – late 
of Chelsea. Died on June 14, 
2017. Wife of the late Bernard 
Slosberg. Mother of Michelle 
O’Brien and her husband John, 
and Ronald Slosberg and his 
wife Tammi Bell. Daughter of 
the late Harry Haze and Frances 
(Dekovner). Grandmother of 
Sophie and Remy. (Torf)

Honor your friend  
or loved one  

with a donation to  
the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of Jewish life  

in our communities.

LEGACYOBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief 
obituaries for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 200 words, “In 
Memoriam,” cost $100; longer 
submissions will be charged 
accordingly. Photographs 
cost $25. For further informa-
tion, contact your local funer-
al home; call Andrew at the 
Jewish Journal at 978-745-
4111 x174; or email andrew@
jewishjournal.org.



Morris Goldfield of 
Swampscott, formerly a 46-year 
resident of Marblehead, entered 
into rest on June 24, 2017, at the 
age of 100. He was the beloved 
husband of the late Frances 
(Epstein) Goldfield, with whom 
he shared 59 years of marriage.

Morris was the dear son 
of the late Joseph and Cady 
(Gritsovsky) Goldfield. He start-
ed life in rural Woodsville, N.H., 
where he was born at home 
on June 17, 1917. The coun-
try doctor who delivered him 
did not file his birth certificate 
for two months, and altered 
the date of birth so as not to 
receive a stiff fine for his over-
sight. Morris’ legal birthday 
thus became August 15, 1917. 
His family always celebrated his 
actual birthday, however, and 
he did not even know of his 
legal date until he was inducted 
into the US Army in 1941. He 
spent a lot of time outdoors 
in New Hampshire, becoming 
a crack shot with a rifle. This 
would earn him some recogni-
tion later as a young man, when 
he scored well as a sharpshoot-
er in his training in the Army.

His family moved to Chelsea, 
Mass., in 1928, when he was 
11 years old, and he graduated 
from high school there. He grad-
uated from a two-year program 
at Burdett College of Business 
Administration in 1938 with 
high honors and as a member of 
the Sigma Chi Omega Honorary 
Society. He also attended the 
Northeastern University School 
of Business. He was employed 
as an accountant from 1939 to 
1940. 

He served in the US Army 
from 1941-1945, out of the 
Massachusetts Americal 
Division Infantry Regiment in 
the South Pacific during WWII. 
He earned the Bronze Star for 
meritorious achievement and 
prior to his death, Morris was 
the oldest living member of 
the regiment. He also served as 
assistant chaplain throughout 
the war, ministering to the dead 
and dying and oversaw the buri-
al of all the fallen Jewish soldiers 
in the regiment.

After the war, he became a 
businessman, starting his own 
automotive and marine uphol-

stery shop. He refurbished, 
installed, repaired and sewed 
all manner of upholstery – seat 
cushions, convertible tops, cus-
tom canvas covers for yachts 
and boats – and ran the busi-
ness until he retired at age 81 
in 1998. 

Morris was very involved in 
community and local govern-
ment, serving on the Personnel 
Board in Marblehead for some 
years. He was very active in B’nai 
Brith, installing new lodges 
around New England. He once 
served as a youth counselor for 
the AZA – a fraternal order for 
Jewish youth. One of his young 
charges in those days was a 
17-year-old Leonard Nimoy, 
who went on to fame for his role 
as Mr. Spock in the 1960s televi-
sion series “Star Trek.” 

Above all, Morris was a dedi-
cated husband and father. He 
was utterly devoted to his wife, 
Frances, and to raising his three 
children in a household that 
upheld strong ethical values.

Morris is survived by his lov-
ing daughter Cady Goldfield of 
Salem, his son Joel Goldfield and 
his wife Iris Bork-Goldfield of 
Fairfield, Conn., and Jonathan 
Goldfield and his wife Graciela 
Trilla Goldfield of Haverhill. In 
addition to his beloved children, 
he leaves his dear grandchildren, 
Elke and her husband Michel, 
Julian, Miriam, and Miguel, and 
great-grandaughter, Valentina. 
Morris was predeceased by 
three brothers and three sis-
ters, Doris Winsten, Samuel 
Goldfield, Harold Goldfield, Roz 
Sandel, Arthur Goldfield, and 

Marlene “Molly” Shear and is 
also survived by several nieces 
and nephews.

Funeral services will be 
held at Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, 10 Vinnin St., 
Salem, MA on Thurs, 29, 2017 
at 11 a.m. Burial will follow at 
Congregation Shirat Hayam 
Cemetery - Beth El Section, 
Lowell St, Peabody MA. A 
Memorial Observance will be 
at 1000 Paradise Rd. (Summit 
Estates, Community Room) 
from 2-5 p.m. on Thursday, June 
29 after the burial. There will be 
a brief Minchah service at 2:30 
p.m. with Rabbi Alison Adler 
officiating.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
in his name may be made to 
Southern Poverty Law Center, 
United Negro College Fund, or 
Weizmann Institute of Science.

Morris Goldfield, 100, of Swampscott, formerly of Marblehead
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Steven Swartz, Esther Keanan of Tel Aviv, Judi Swartz, and Zamie 
Keanan of Tel Aviv. The Swartzes are members of Temple B’Nai 
Abraham, in Beverly. 

Globetrotting with The Journal



575 Osgood Street • North Andover, MA 01845 

978-482-7784 • EdgewoodRC.com

Life on the Edge.

Make a new 
discovery here.

Bill’s life has been a series of discoveries. As a high school 
biology teacher for more than 40 years, he has introduced 
countless students to the thrill of learning something 
new. As an antiques dealer, he enjoyed discovering 
and sharing the history of each unique piece. So it’s no 
surprise that when Bill moved to Edgewood Retirement 
Community, he helped create the resident-led Edgewood 
Lifelong Learning program — and along the way 
discovered his own love of painting.

WHAT WILL YOU DISCOVER? 
To learn how Edgewood empowers residents to continue 
learning and growing — and  to hear more about Life on 
the Edge — call 978-482-7784.
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HAVERHILL – After serving 
as spiritual leader of Temple 
Emanu-El of Haverhill since 
September 1981, Rabbi Ira L. 
Korinow is retiring as of June 
30, 2017. 

A native of Newton, and a 
graduate of Boston College and 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion in New 
York, Korinow came to Haverhill 
after serving congregations in 
Glencoe, Illinois, and Laconia, 
New Hampshire.

In addition to his congrega-
tional work, Korinow has been a 
tireless advocate for civil rights 
and peace. In 1985, he formed 
part of a delegation that met 
with President Reagan concern-
ing the plight of Soviet Jews, 
and was arrested in an act of 
civil disobedience for demon-
strating in front of the Soviet 
embassy later that same year. 

Responding to the presence of 
the Ku Klux Klan in Haverhill, 
Korinow spearheaded the cre-
ation of the Haverhill Civil 
Rights Commission and led 
rallies to unify the community. 
Korinow is also a board mem-
ber of Friends Forever, a non-
profit organization that helps 
youth from around the world 
build lasting friendships across 
cultural, religious and political 
divides.

Outreach to the community 
has been a hallmark of Rabbi 
Korinow’s tenure, and the rela-
tionships he formed with local 
clergy led to the creation of a 
community-wide Yom HaShoah 
(Holocaust remembrance) 
observance and, with Calvary 
Baptist Church, an annual cele-
bration of the life of the Reverend 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., com-
bining elements of the Jewish 

Shabbat liturgy with the writ-
ings of Dr. King and music from 
the choirs of Calvary Baptist and 
Temple Emanu-El.

Korinow is a past president 
of the Massachusetts Board of 
Rabbis, the Northeast Region 
of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, the Haverhill 
Rotary Club, and the Greater 
Haverhill Clergy Association. For 
several years, he was an associ-
ate member of the Rabbinical 
Assembly, the organizational 
body of Conservative rabbis in 
North America. He also served 
as chaplain of the Haverhill 
Police Department from 1995-
2002.

In recognition of his con-
tributions, Rabbi Korinow has 
received numerous honors from 
organizations both within and 
outside the Jewish community, 
including a B’nai B’rith award, 
the Liberty Bell Award from the 
Haverhill Bar Association, the 
Distinguished Citizen Award 
from the Boy Scouts of America 
Yankee Clipper Council, the 
Healer of the Year Award from 
Kadima Community Day 
School, and the Unsung Hero 

Award from the Merrimack 
Valley Branch of the NAACP.

Immediate past president of 
Temple Emanu-El David Belsky 
described Rabbi Korinow as “a 
man who has served his com-
munity and his religion faith-
fully, energetically, and most 
honorably; a wonderful teacher; 
a committed and passionate 
advocate for civil rights; a pow-
erful advocate for Israel; and a 
role model for all of us who wish 
to be better parents, spouses, 

and Jews,” adding that “Temple 
Emanu-El will not be the same 
without him at the bimah, but 
his indelible mark will be on us 
for generations to come.”

Family, friends, colleagues, 
and congregants honored Rabbi 
Korinow at a May 21, 2017, gala 
at Haverhill Country Club. Rabbi 
Korinow, addressing those 
gathered, stated, “I have been 
blessed ... in serving this kehillah 
kedosha, this sacred community 
called Temple Emanu-El.”

Rabbi Korinow, of Haverhill, to retire 

Rabbi Ira Korinow on the bimah at Temple Emanu-El of Haverhill

Cartoon by Hersh Goldman

Rabbi Korinow has 
received numerous 

honors from 
organizations both 

within and outside the 
Jewish community.
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20 years, with Rabbi Shmaya 
and Aliza Friedman enter-
ing their seventh year as camp 
directors. 

Aliza has directed Jewish day 
camps across the world, includ-
ing in Dublin, Helsinki, and 
Boca Raton, Fla. She spearheads 
staff training and has extensive 
experience with preschoolers 
through teens. Rabbi Shmaya 
heads up Chabad’s youth pro-
gramming, including “Jew 
Crew” and “Chai Five.”

All campers get a hot kosher 
lunch every day, and extended 
before and after care options 
are available for those who 
need more hours than provided 
by the regular 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
schedule. Camp runs from June 
26 to Aug. 4.

Mini Gan Izzy for boys 
and girls ages 3-4 takes place 
at Chabad at 44 Burrill St. in 
Swampscott, where campers 
participate in sports and out-
door adventures, art and music, 
and swimming. 

The Junior (entering grades 
K-2), Sabra (grades 3-5), and 
Pioneer (grades 6-8) programs 
are held at Chabad’s second 
campus at 151 Ocean St. in Lynn.

“It’s like an everything 
camp in one,” Aliza explained, 
describing the various activities 
all campers experience, from 
swimming at the Marblehead 
YMCA and Salem Forest River 
Park to the many specialties 
offered each week to the Friday 

Shabbat party with a specialty 
show that may be magic, pup-
pets, the “bubble guy,” or a car-
nival.

Every Wednesday, the entire 
camp goes on a field trip to 
destinations such as Legoland, 
Canobie Lake, and Water 
Country. The older two divi-
sions have additional trips on 
Mondays that may include 
bowling, skating, golfing, 
or laser tag. They also have a 
choice of electives that include 
photography, horseback rid-
ing, boating, adventure camp, 
computer lab, art, and baseball 
clinic.

Camp Gan Israel’s flexible 
sign-up policy allows parents to 
craft schedules by the week, for 
a few days here and there, or for 
the entire summer. The user-
friendly approach recognizes 
that many families plan family 
vacations and may need child-
care on an irregular basis.

*  *  *  *

For the little ones from 6 
weeks to 5 years old, the North 
Suburban JCC in Peabody offers 
a state-of-the-art facility and 
“Summer Play” camp activities 
for toddlers and pre-kinder-
garteners from June 26 to Aug. 
18. With flexible 2-3-4 or 5-day 
options, summer theme days, 
and water play, children enjoy 
gardening, exploring bugs, hav-
ing camping adventures, and 
edible science.   

North Shore Day Camps
from page 1

all, whether you need a one-on-
one aide or not,” Schneer said. “The 
underlying philosophical approach 
is that this is good for the entire 
community of campers.”

“Marty believes in the need to 
support a neurodiverse population, 
even though it costs the JCCNS a 
great deal,” Caplan 
added.

The term “neurodi-
verse” means the natu-
ral variation in human 
cognition. It embodies 
the idea that those who 
are atypical can live their 
lives with accommoda-
tions and modifications, 
instead of being forced 
to conform to “normal.”

Caplan’s educational background 
includes a bachelor’s degree in 
multiple disabilities and a master’s 
degree in early intervention. She has 
worked in Roxbury, Newton, and 
Marblehead and currently teach-
es special education at the Clarke 
Elementary School in Swampscott. 

“I believe wholeheartedly in the 
spirit of inclusion. It is a passion of 

mine,” she said.
During the rest of the year, the 

JCCNS runs adaptive/inclusion pro-
grams that include basketball and 
lacrosse clinics, a Sunday family 
drumming circle, and an individual 
educational support clinic for fami-
lies. The program also has adaptive 

swim and gym pro-
grams.

Next year, Caplan 
would like to expand 
the sports clinics 
and start a lacrosse 
league and a Special 
Olympics swim 
team. “We have tons 
of great ideas and 
committed staff and 
eager participants. 

The only setback is funding,” she 
said.

In the meantime, Yellin sees the 
fruits of her vision every Friday as 
she walks down the hill to the JCCNS, 
where she plays guitar. 

“I see wheelchairs amongst kids 
playing and all kinds of people in 
one space,” she said. “It’s a beautiful 
sight.” 

Inclusion Camp grows at North Shore JCC
from page 1

Campers and staff at the JCCNS Inclusion Camp in Marblehead.

Arts and crafts at the JCCNS camp.

Staff includes teens 
and young adults 

who themselves have 
disabilities, filling an 

additional community 
need.



Israeli Knesset Speaker 
Yuli Edelstein delivered a his-
toric speech Wednesday at the 
Russian Federation Council – 
the upper house of the Russian 
parliament in Moscow – 30 years 
after he was released from a 
Soviet labor camp for his Zionist 
activism.

“Thirty-three years ago I was 

imprisoned here in Moscow 
by the authorities of the Soviet 
Union for teaching the Hebrew 
language,” Edelstein said in 
Hebrew to open his address.

“Today, I stand before you as 
the speaker of Knesset Yisrael 
(Israel), and, in the same lan-
guage which I was imprisoned 
for teaching, I bless you with 
the ancient Jewish blessing, 
‘Shalom aleichem,’” he said, 
using the greeting for “peace be 
upon you.”

Edelstein added, “Even in my 
finest dreams, I never believed 
I’d reach this moment.”

Speaking before the Russian 
Federation Council is an honor 
typically reserved for heads of 
state. 

While in Russia, Edelstein 
also visited personally signifi-
cant sites such as the Moscow 

Choral Synagogue, the site of his 
arrest, the courthouse where his 
trial took place and the peniten-
tiary where he was imprisoned. 
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public transportation and beach. Our brand new apartments are equipped  

with full kitchens, washer and dryer in unit and walk-in closets.  
Community room with fireplace and rooftop deck with great views.
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Jewish World and Mideast News Briefs
— from Jewish News Service (JNS.org)

US Government Publishing Office
Israeli Knesset Speaker  

Yuli Edelstein addresses the 
Russian Federation Council. 

Israeli actress and “Wonder 
Woman” star Gal Gadot was 
ranked first on the latest edition 
of The Hollywood Reporter’s 
Top Actors list.

The multi-platform enter-
tainment news outlet bases its 
rankings on actors’ popularity 
on social media sites including 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
YouTube and Google Plus. Data 
provided by the social media 
analytics company MVPindex 
measures the actors’ social 

engagement and weekly 
amount of new followers.

According to The Hollywood 
Reporter, the analytics compa-
ny’s most recent tracking ended 
June 20.

Gadot’s “Wonder Woman” 
film has topped $570 million in 
global earnings after debuting 
in early June, despite BDS cam-
paigns to boycott the movie 
in Lebanon, Jordan, Tunisia 
and Algeria due to the Israeli 
actress’s leading role.

Israeli Diaspora Affairs 
Minister Naftali Bennett said 
Tuesday that Israel’s decisions 
to freeze the construction of 
an egalitarian prayer section at 
the Western Wall and to bolster 
strict Jewish conversion laws are 
undermining relations between 
Israel and diaspora Jews.

“Over the past 24 hours we 
have held a marathon of meet-
ings with the heads of US Jewish 
communities currently in Israel, 
and the picture is troubling,” 
Bennett said. “The representa-
tives of US Jewry feel they were 

slapped in the face by the Israeli 
government and that they are 

apparently no longer welcome 
here. Of course this isn’t true.”

Bennet admitted that “mis-
takes were made” by the Israeli 
government, but said the con-
troversy has largely resulted 
from a “campaign of misinfor-
mation claiming the [Western 
Wall] is being closed to diaspora 
Jews and that the status of con-
versions is being changed. This 
is false.”

The minister affirmed Israel’s 
efforts to “reach an understand-
ing” with diaspora Jews regard-
ing these issues.

Warner Bros. Entertainment
Gal Gadot as Wonder Woman

Israeli actress Gal Gadot ranked  
most popular celebrity on social media

‘Mistakes were made’ in Western Wall decision, Israeli minister says 

Israeli Ministry of Economy
Israeli Diaspora Affairs  

Minister Naftali Bennett

Knesset speaker, a former Soviet prisoner, addresses Russian parliament 

~ Sharon, Caregiver to Mother

“My mother was in bad shape with 
Alzheimer’s and I did not want to 
put her in a nursing home. Adult 
Foster Care of the North Shore 
provided me with a support team 
and monthly compensation through 
MassHealth to care for my mother. 
They changed my life.”

978-281-2612  
AdultFosterCareNS.com  

Celebrating 15 Years



WANTED: HEBREW SCHOOL TEACHER
Congregation Ahavas Achim of Newburyport, MA  

is seeking an energetic and passionate Hebrew School teacher  
for Fall of 2017 to teach Hebrew reading, Judaic studies and singing. 

Tuesday afternoons, from 4pm-6pm and select Shabbat Mornings  
and Friday evenings (approximately 15). We are an intimate,  

vibrant, and proudly non-denominational community,  
serving Jews of all backgrounds. Salary is very competitive. 

Please send resume to rabbi@caa-newburyport.org.

JAN THE TEACHER

Jan Steven Brodie
Bar and Bat Mitzvah Tutoring
80 Dennison Ave Swampscott MA 01907

617-620-8276
brodiejan@comcast.net

Experienced Reading Specialist
Providing effective reading support 
for students in grades K-8

Nancy Leffler
BA, M. Ed

781 913 9790
neff44@aol.com
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TO THE MAX

Max Blake (right) of Peabody has been 
named to the Champlain College Dean’s 
List for the Spring 2017 semester.

Students on the Dean’s List have 
achieved a grade point average of 3.5 or 
higher during the semester. Blake is major-
ing in Game Production Management.

NEWTON CENTRE – In a complex Jewish 
world, the call for dynamic spiritual and educa-
tional leaders never has been greater. Hebrew 
College responded to that call as it celebrated its 
92nd Commencement and Ordination ceremo-
nies, graduating 10 rabbinical students, three can-
torial students and the college’s first Rav/Hazzan 
(dual Rabbinical and Cantorial ordainee) – as well 
as 42 master’s degree students. The college also 
awarded 13 graduate certificates.

Hebrew College president, Rabbi Daniel L. 
Lehmann, charged this year’s graduates with 
ensuring that Jewish education focuses on the 
spirit, encouraging them, in their learning and 
teaching, always to “raise the ultimate questions 
that are at the very heart of Judaism ensuring that 
they form the spiritual center of Jewish education

In moving ordination ceremonies held at 
Temple Reyim in Newton, Rector of the Rabbinical 
School, Rabbi Arthur Green, encouraged “seekers 
to become rabbis and rabbis to become seekers,” 
that they should be “brothers and sisters to the 
seekers who surround them, not authority figures 

who seek to quell or dismiss their doubts.” He also 
emphasized that, “in our mission as people of 
love,” we must understand, “there is no separation 
possible between the call for love and the demand 
for justice.”

Each ordainee was presented with a tallit 
(prayer shawl) by a faculty member and Cantor 
Dr. Brian Mayer, dean of the School of Jewish 
Music and Rabbi Sharon Cohen-Anisfeld, dean 
of the Rabbinical School offered heartfelt and 
personalized blessings to each of their respective 
graduates.

The newly-ordained rabbis and cantors are: 
Rabbi Leora Beth Abelson, Rabbi Ezra Katriel 
Pinhas Averett Balser, Rabbi/Cantor Aliza 
Gabrielle Berger, Rabbi Michael Givental, Rabbi 
Mónica Livy Gomery, Cantor Audrey Jeannette 
Klein, Rabbi Eliezer Schindler Lehmann, Rabbi 
Sarah Elizabeth Mulhern, Rabbi Gray Zev Myrseth, 
Cantor Julie E. Newman, Rabbi Arielle Ruth Safyan 
Rosenberg, Rabbi Micah Kalman Shapiro, Cantor 
Beth Seybold Strassler and Rabbi David Phillip 
Winship.

HEBREW COLLEGE HOLDS COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

Hebrew College recently ordained its tenth class of rabbis. Aliza Berger (third from left in blue dress) is 
the school’s first rav/hazzan or rabbi-cantor. 

The Jewish Journal is happy to print news of your simchas  
at no charge. Text may be edited for style or length.  

Photos will be used if space permits.

Send your information to Steve at  
rosenberg@jewishjournal.org, subject: “People.”

Cohen Hillel Academy’s annual 
meeting, “Nitzan” (a new beginning), 
was a special evening of recognition 
and tribute. Karen and Jerry Madorsky 
presented the first annual Adam 
Madorsky Alumni Social Justice Award 
to Zachary Shwartz (top) and Shane 
Skikne, in memory of their son Adam. 
Karen remarked, “It’s ironic, or perhaps 
it isn’t, that both Zach and Shane suf-
fered tragic personal losses when they 
were middle school students. They each 
learned compassion and empathy at an 
early age and translated that knowledge 
into trying to repair the world.” 

After completing a degree in engi-
neering at Olin College, Shane com-
bined his career with his passion and 
began The Launch Studio, a non-profit 
company located in California, that 
focuses on teaching students from dis-
advantaged backgrounds about entre-
preneurship. Shane is currently pilot-
ing the program with success in an 
Oakland public middle school and will 
be expanding to three other schools in 
the fall, running 24, 10-week classes. 
Shane is the son of Michele and Joel 
Skikne of Middleton. 

Zachary volunteered as a young boy 
at the Chelsea Jewish Nursing Home and 
continues to lead bingo every week at 
his temple in Malden for its aging popu-
lation. He has become very involved 
with Special Olympics and is now the 
head coach for the basketball team. 
EMARC (East Middlesex Association 
for Retarded Citizens) recently hon-
ored Zach for his outstanding dedica-
tion to the organization, its athletes, the 

surrounding community and Special 
Olympics Massachusetts. He also serves 
as a member of the Cohen Hillel Board 
of Directors, taking an active role on both 
the Facilities and Alumni Engagement 
Committees. Zach is the son of Lisa and 
the late Matthew Shwartz of Malden.

ADAM MADORSKY ALUMNI SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARD  
GIVEN TO ZACHARY SHWARTZ AND SHANE SKIKNE

MAZEL TOV – IT’S A GIRL

Scott and Leah Rosen of Hyde Park welcome 
precious daughter Maya Eden, born on May 6, 
2017. Proud grandparents are Donna and Barry 
Rosen of Sharon, and Marsha and Sheldon 
Rubin of Andover. Extremely proud great-
grandparents are Merle and Lester Levenbaum 
of Needham.

SWARTZ, RICH  
HONORED BY JCC

Earlier this month, the Jewish 
Community Center of the North 
Shore held its annual meeting. The 
JCC named Matthew Swartz (left), of 
Swampscott, to the board. At the meet-
ing, the JCC also honored Howard Rich 
(right) along with his wife, Sharon, with 
the Samuel S. Stahl Community Service 
Award. Swartz and Rich also serve as 
members of the Jewish Journal Board 
of Overseers. 
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Rich Band likes to give. He 
learned about generosity from 
his parents, who raised him in a 

close-knit housing project in Chelsea. 
His father, Maurice, was a World 
War II veteran who joined the Israeli 
army and fought in the 1948 War of 
Independence. His mother, Ethel, 
volunteered for B’nai B’rith and other 
Jewish organizations. 

Band has been married to his 
wife Loretta for 32 years, and raised 
three children, Stephanie, Josh, and 
Jonathan, in Peabody. A certified pub-
lic accountant, he’s served as the trea-
surer of Temple Ner Tamid and the 
North Suburban Jewish Community 
Center. 

Band treasures his childhood 
friends, and 10 years ago when an 
old classmate needed a kidney, he 
stepped forward and served as a 
donor. He holds degrees from UMass 
Amherst and Bentley, and works as a 
certified public accountant with his 
cousins at Goldfarb, Band & Co. in 
Framingham.

Rich, what was it like to grow up in 
Chelsea in the 1960s?

I grew up in a two-bedroom apart-
ment in the Central Ave. projects, and 
we had an open house, the doors were 
always open, anyone was welcome at 
any time. As kids, we played ball all day 

long and were never inside, except for 
school and Hebrew School. Money was 
never an issue because we didn’t have 
any, and so we didn’t miss it. Chelsea 
taught me about community. I had a 
younger brother, Kenneth, who died of 
cancer when he was 4. That taught me 
how precious and fragile life is. Every 
year, our family went away on vaca-
tion with a group of eight other families 
to a modest resort in Moodus, Conn., 
called Orchard Mansion. At the time we 
thought it was the Taj Mahal. 

Can you tell us about your father, 
and his wartime 
experiences?

I was very influenced 
by my father because he 
was always very involved 
with Judaism. I was proud 
of him and he did some-
thing very few people 
did. He was in World War 
II in the Army, and then 
he joined the Mahal – a 
group of war veterans 
who volunteered for 
Israel during the 1948 
War of Independence. 
He was wounded in 
that war by a Molotov 
cocktail. He was able 
to communicate in 
Yiddish and English 
with other soldiers and 
that helped him in that 
war. He stayed in Israel 
until 1951, and then he 
came back to Chelsea 
and married my 

mother. He also was a certified public 
accountant and very involved with the 
Walnut Street Synagogue. He was always 
involved in organizations and when the 
time came for me to get involved, I tried 
to follow him since he was a big influ-
ence in my life. I saw what he did and 
it was all about giving back to the com-
munity. 

You donated a 
kidney to one of your 
childhood friends?

Yes. I’m still friendly 
now with about 10 guys 
I went to kindergarten 
with. And one of those 
friends is Mark Lerner. 
We’re like brothers. He 
needed a kidney 10 
years ago; he had dia-
betes and was going to 
go on dialysis. And so I got tested and I 
had no clue we would match. And then 
I decided to give him a kidney. I didn’t 
really think about it. I had no qualms, no 
fears. Once I realized we were a perfect 
match there was no hesitation. I have 
no regrets, and I’ve had no health issues 
because of it. Of course, we waited until 
May – after tax season – to do it. It wasn’t 
a bad procedure. Ten years later, Mark is 
still here and his kidney is doing great. 
He lives right around the corner from me 
in Peabody. We have an old saying: our 
families are interchangeable; our wallets 
are interchangeable; and our body parts 
are interchangeable. 

How was the operation?
The day of the surgery, I was a little 

late getting to Boston and I knew they 
weren’t going to start without me. I had 
Red Sox tickets that night and I looked 
at the surgeon, a young Jewish guy and 
I said, ‘Doc, I have a couple of tickets for 
tonight’s game and I know you’re going 
to do a great job, so do you want the 
tickets?’ And he did do a great job. And 
he took the tickets and took his kids to 
the ballgame. After that, I used to give 
him tickets once a year. Anyway, after 
the surgery I was out of the hospital and 
back at work in three days. 

You also donate blood regularly?
I’ve been donating platelets every 

other week for 20 years. I coached 
sports in Peabody with a friend, Mitchell 
Sherman, and I started doing it regularly 
when he got sick. He was originally from 
Malden. He went through a bone mar-
row transplant that didn’t take, and he 
passed away about 15 years ago. So I see 
this as a way to give back. Platelets help 
people with cancer, bone marrow treat-
ments and chemotherapy patients. I go 
to Dana Farber every other week and it 
takes about three hours. 

Why are you so committed to 
helping others?

I like to give. It makes me feel good. I 
think people feel better about themselves 

when they give. As a 
CPA, I encourage my 
clients to donate to 
nonprofits. I know a 
lot of people are not 
in the position to give 
financially, but you 
can give your time. 
It comes back – it’s 
a two-way street. You 
give with no strings 
attached because 
you want to help 
someone or the com-
munity, but by help-

ing the community you’re also helping 
yourself.

Like your parents, you decided to 
have a house that was always open to 
friends and family.

Yes, people are welcome any time. It’s 
not necessary to call before coming over. 
Just like I’m close with my friends, my 
kids have known their friends forever. 
It builds relationships, it builds com-
munity, and it builds trust. And the kids 
always felt at home and part of the fam-
ily. Lots of kids call my wife Mama Band. 
She was a preschool teacher at the North 
Suburban Jewish Community Center for 
20 years. I believe love and family are the 
center of relationships.

TODAY’S MENSCHION: RICH BAND

Honorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
exceptional contributions close to home and around the world

Mark Lerner with Rich Band, after Band donated a kidney 

to his childhood friend. 

“I decided to give him  
a kidney. I didn’t really 
think about it. I had no 
qualms, no fears. Once 

I realized we were a 
perfect match there  
was no hesitation.” 

Photo by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
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