
By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

It’s a scene many residents of the 
North Shore can recall in some varia-
tion or another. Off a busy street, a 

winding road meanders up a steep hill. 
The further up you go, the better the 
ocean views get. At the parking lot on 
top, you see a couple on their way to 
synagogue dressed in their finest clothes. 
A boy in a karate uniform runs to class, 
and his little sister in a ballerina tutu 
runs after him. Two old women pass by 
carrying tennis rackets. A group of tod-
dlers in matching shirts walk by holding 
hands, singing “David Melech Yisrael.” 

You haven’t reached the summit of 
just any hill – rather, you’re on the top 
of “The Hill,” as it’s come to be known: 
the aptly named Community Road in 
Marblehead, where the JCC, Temple 
Sinai, and Epstein Hillel converge to 
form the nucleus of the Jewish commu-
nity of the North Shore. 

Community Road as we now know it 
began 60 years ago in 1958, when phi-
lanthropist Eli Cohen and realtor Samuel 
Backman spearheaded a campaign to 
purchase 11 acres of land on a rocky 
cliff overlooking the Atlantic Ocean as a 
site for Temple Sinai, a rapidly expand-
ing synagogue. At the time, Jews were 
leaving Lynn, Chelsea and Revere, and 
moving to Swampscott, Marblehead and 
Peabody. 

“Everyone north of the Mystic River 
started to migrate as circumstanc-
es changed in their lives,” said Alan 
Kalikow, a long-time congregant at Sinai. 
“As the community started to leave, they 
wanted to re-establish themselves and 
have facilities.”

Temple Sinai began as a Hebrew 
school that broke off from a Lynn syna-
gogue in 1953 due to various internal 
disagreements. The dissenting congre-
gants purchased “the Mansion,” a stately 
home on Atlantic Avenue that quickly 
evolved from a Hebrew school into a 

full-blown conservative congregation 
that needed more space. In 1962, the 
new facility atop Community Road was 
complete. Jessie Lipson, who has been a 
member of Temple Sinai since 1961 and 
became its first female president in 1987, 
remembers both a weekend of festivities 
to celebrate the new synagogue, and an 
overflow of young families joining. “In 
the early years, there were somewhere 
around 250 families,” she recalled. “It was 
mostly young families. When I served as 
president of the temple, we had a couple 
of second-generation board members – 
kids that grew up in the temple, and then 
grew up to lead it.” 

At the same time, plans were being 
drawn to build a new Jewish Community 
Center on the same 11-acre site. Until 
that point, the JCC had been housed in 
various locations in Lynn, most nota-
bly on 120 Market Street. Jack Stahl, 

a founder and former JCC president, 
fondly remembers the Lynn JCC as the 
invaluable epicenter of a thriving com-
munity working hard to establish itself 
in a new country. “At the time, in the 
1940s and ’50s, there was a lot of anti-
Semitism, and all the Jewish kids would 
use the JCC as a second home,” he said. 
“We all congregated there, had dances 
there, clubs there – nothing can compare 
to how important the JCC was in Lynn.” 

However, by the 1960s, many of the 
Jews had left Lynn, and the JCC had 
fallen on hard times. “The building was 
old and decrepit, and parents weren’t 
anxious to bring their children there,” 
recalls Lipson. “They’d have to come 
where the demographics were.” 

In 1960, the outdoor pool was built 
in its current location at the bottom 
of the hill near the old railroad tracks. 
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Over 200 people gathered last Sunday at Temple B’nai Abraham in Beverly at the 
Jewish Journal’s Menschions & Mimosas gala. See story, photos on page 24. 

Honoring our community heroes

Sixty years of community … atop ‘The Hill’

From left, Epstein Hillel teacher Lea Winkler with students Sasha Ganezer and Eliana Berger; teens swim at the JCC’s indoor pool; Temple Sinai Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez.

Eli Goodstein carries a Torah from Temple Sinai to Hillel Academy in Marblehead to 
celebrate its opening in 1986.



N ORTH S H OR E  M ITZ VAH DAY

This program is made possible in part by grants from the 
Michael Steinberg Leadership Development Endowment 
Fund and BBYO as well as support from Prime Motor 
Group and Larry Levine’s Kosher Meats and Deli.

On Sunday, April 22, more than 200 volunteers 

of all ages gathered for a day of hands-on 

service in Salem. Thanks to everyone who 

participated, particularly to our teen leaders, 

we finished more than 15 projects at Lifebridge 

and Plummer Youth Promise. We prepared 

meals, planted gardens, built outdoor furniture, 

and painted a beautiful 32-foot mural. Together, 

we’re putting our commitment to tikkun olam 

(repairing the world) into action.
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The North Shore 
celebrates  
Israel at 70

The Temple Sinai Band performed. Students from Epstein Hillel School charmed the crowd.

Jon Nelson, left, and Rabbi David Meyer of Temple 
Sinai, Marblehead, played at the Israel Independence 
Day Concert at Larcom Theatre in Beverly on May 6.

Israeli vocalist Gitit Shoval (in black) wowed the audience as 
the headline act.

Last Sunday, over 120 people attended a concert 
celebrating Israel’s 70th birthday at the Larcom 

Theatre in Beverly. The concert was sponsored by 
the Jewish Community Center of the North Shore. 
The event was highlighted by performances by 
Epstein Hillel School Vocal Ensemble, Temple Sinai 
Band, Rabbi David Meyer and Jon Nelson, and 
Israeli singer Gitit Shoval. 

Cantor Elana Rozenfeld, left, led the Chai Notes, a teen 
choir from Congregation Shirat Hayam, Swampscott.



Home sellers are often tempted to overprice their 
properties in order to ‘test the market’ and then 
‘negotiate down’ to get the most money. But this 
strategy is counter-productive. It can actually scare 
away qualified buyers and cause your home to linger 
on the market and eventually expose you to low-

balling bargain hunters.
The best strategy is to price your home competitively from the start. 

First check comparable sales in your area. Not only will buyers know the 
true market value of your home, but appraisers will too, and they play a 
big role in how much money the buyer’s lender will approve.

Most home buyers do their initial house hunting online and price is the 
first thing they check. Make sure your home is priced competitively and 
looks good in your photos.

When in doubt, go low. A lower priced home invites multiple offers 
and gives you room to negotiate for more money. Ask your REALTOR® to 
help you find your home’s true market value.

experience is the difference.
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS

on all aspects of buying or selling real estate 
at 781-367-8150

Phyllis levin
on Real estate

how to avoid overpricing

 www.phyllislevin.com phyllislevin@comcast.net (781) 367-8150
 website email cell

phyllis Levin
CRS    GRI    CBR

JUST CALL AND I’LL DO THE REST
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS
on all aspects of buying or selling real estate

at 781-367-8150

When you consider 
assisted living for
today, it’s also
important to think
about tomorrow.

Tour our campuses -
we offer assisted living 
and so much more. 
Imagine the possibilities!

See what sets
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare

apart.

201 Captains Row, Chelsea
 617.887.0826

240 Lynnfield Street, Peabody
978.532.4411

www.chelseajewish.org

Jay Block  n  Freedom Hollow, Salem  n  www.jayblock.com  n  561-309-2468  n  jayblock@jayblock.com

The job market is the BEST  
it’s been in 13 years.

If you’re looking for a better job… 
Let’s make it happen together!

n  Transform a look-alike résumé into a powerful self-marketing tool
n  Create a strategy to conduct a successful job campaign (not a search)
n  Master winning interviewing skills to attract the best job offers
n  Custom packages available for every budget
n  Work with clients in-person or remotely
n  Complimentary, no obligation inquiries welcome
n  Serving job seekers around the globe since 1993
n Best-selling author of 12 McGraw-Hill book titles

Glatt Kosher Meat Available
We Have the Best Deli & Smoked Fish Party Platters

STEAK 
TIPS

Great for the grill

$8.99 lb

CHICKEN
BREAST  

QUARTERS
$3.49 lb

LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI

Catering
by Tevya

474 Lowell St., Peabody (978-535-6449) (FAX 978-535-6816)
Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Mass.
Visit our website: www.levineskoshermkt.com

FROM OUR SMOKED FISH DEPT

Buy 1 lb of our hand cut 

NOVA LOX 
And receive FREE  

1 lb Cream Cheese

FROM TEVYA'S KITCHEN

NOODLE OR  
POTATO KUGEL

$7.99 ea
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On Sunday, Combined 
Jewish Philan thropies (CJP) and 
the Israeli American Council 
(IAC), in partnership with the 
Consulate General of Israel to 
New England, hosted a com-
munity wide Celebrate Israel 
Festival in honor of Israel’s  
70th year of independence. 
Children’s singers Hanny 
Nahmias and Gili Ba Levaker 

captivated hundreds of families 
and kids of all ages at the event 
which took place in Boston’s 
Flynn Cruiseport. 

The festival also featured 
three floors of Israeli-themed 
activities including dancing, 
a craft fair, cooking demon-
strations and performances 
by rhythm and dance group 
DrumatiX and an Israeli DJ.

Celebrate Israel Festival held in Boston 

Photos by Sivan Lahav
Singers Hanny Nahmias and Gili Ba Levaker. 

A volunteer at the Celebrate Israel Festival led a conga line.



#EdJourney: Transforming our schools
from Epstein Hillel to Ethiopia

 Thursday, May 24, 2018, 6:45 pm
 Epstein Hillel School
 Six Community Road, Marblehead

Wine and cheese reception  ~  Dessert to follow program
The event is open to the community at no charge.
RSVPs appreciated by May 15 as space is limited.

781.639.2880 or jrosen@epsteinhillel.org

Come, see, and hear about the exciting architectural plans  
for the new David Lear Sulman Innovation Center!

Friends of the Hillel Library invites you to honor

Mark Gelfand
2018 Recipient of the Edith Bloch Award

Featuring Educator and Author

Grant Lichtman

Thursday, June 7, 2018 · 5:30PM

Couvert $54 per person
(not tax deductible)

For more information contact: 
Donna Karsh Carlson, Registered Representative 
donna.karsh-carlson@israelbonds.com 
857.243.6329

ISRAEL BONDS
Invites You to the 
North Shore Community Reception
Honoring
Beth, Marc & Sam Andler
Youth Leadership Honoree
Mason Quintero
Guest Speaker
Avi Jorisch

RSVP by May 24

Invest in Israel Bonds · israelbonds.com
This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus.  
Read the prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate the 
risks associated with investing in Israel bonds. Member FINRA

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR ISRAEL
210 Union Wharf
Boston, MA 02109
boston@israelbonds.com • 617.723.2400 
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By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

As any parent knows, there is 
no shortage of so-called mavens 
who love to give advice. 

From a pile of how-to books 
that can break your shelves 
and your spirit, to blogs and 
email blasts that blur any idea 
of effective or even appropriate  
parenting, it seems the more 
help we seek (or don’t), the 
worse we feel.

That is why it is refresh-
ing to find a still small (but 
quickly growing) voice like Lisa 
Sugarman’s.

Sugarman, of Marblehead, 
not only admits she is strug-
gling, she celebrates it: the sub-
title of her website, lisasugar-
man.com, is “because we’re all a 
work in progress ...” 

Sugarman realizes that all 
parents (and all people) want 
the same thing: to be healthy 
and happy. That is why her 
humorous blog and newspa-
per column (entitled “It Is What 
It Is”) are so popular and why 
her most recent book, “Untying 
Parent Anxiety (Ages 5-8): 18 
Myths That Have You in Knots 
– And How to Get Free,” is so 
engaging and rewarding.

Instead of citing studies or 
offering anecdotes about clini-
cal cases, Sugarman uses real-
life examples (many from her 
own life) to show how we all 
struggle and how we can do our 
best to deal.

“It’s always captivated me 
how some people seem to have 

the innate ability to manage 
stress better than others,” the 
psychology major turned writer 
says. 

“It became obvious to me that 
there were a lot of people out 
there whose quality of life was 
being compromised because 
they weren’t capable of dealing 
with the stressors around them. 
… I realized that the people who 
were the most grounded were 
the ones who understood that 
they were in complete control 
of how they reacted to the world 
around them.”

Inspired by her North Shore 
surroundings to sail with the 
wind instead of fighting it, 
Sugarman uses her writings 
to help others find a path to a 
healthier attitude.

Marblehead author invites 
you to struggle along with her

continued on page 11

Lisa Sugarman



SIMON & SONS
679 Highland Avenue • Needham, MA • 781-559-3212

simonandsons.com

BAR MITZVAH 
HEADQUARTERS

Boys Clothing For All Occasions!
MICHAEL KORS • HICKEY FREEMAN • DKNY • TALLIA • LAUREN • JOHNNIE-O 

SIZES 8-22 REGULAR & HUSKY  
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A community benefits in 
countless ways when it travels to 
Israel together: new friendships 
are formed, while bonds with 
Israel are undoubtedly strength-
ened; Jewish communal leaders 
are re-inspired and energized, 
and everyone’s passion for Israel 
is ignited. 

Since 2006, Lappin Foundation 
has organized 25 exciting trips 
to Israel for the North Shore 
community, including Youth to 
Israel Adventure (Y2I), Women to 
Israel, Teachers to Israel, Discover 
Israel for Active Adults, and a 
special trip for Jews-by-Choice. 
According to Deborah Coltin, 
Lappin Foundation’s executive 
director, the Israel experience fits 
with the Foundation’s mission of 
enhancing Jewish identity across 
generations. “Having an Israel 
experience is the most effective 
and powerful way to build strong 
and lasting bonds between 
Diaspora Jewry and Israel and 
imbue individuals with love for 
Israel and for the Jewish People,” 
said Coltin. 

Aside from the Foundation’s 
Youth to Israel Adventure, which 
sends rising Jewish high school 
juniors and seniors to Israel on a 
fully subsidized, two-week Israel 
experience every July, 2018 
Discover Israel was the largest 
community trip for adults the 
Foundation has organized. Its 
success was due to a partner-
ship with the JCCNS. “Having 
been on the trip, I can say first-
hand that it was a life-changing 
experience for all of our partici-
pants and I was very happy that 
we had so many community 
members with us,” said Marty 
Schneer, executive director of 
the JCCNS. “Being there for 
Yom Hazikaron and attending 
a memorial service in a small 
community was so personal and 
emotional, and being there for 
Yom Ha’atzmeut was inspiring 

and reminded us all what a true 
miracle our homeland is.”

The very first emotional 
moment for Izzi Abrams, long-
time JCCNS member and incom-
ing board president, was when, 
upon arrival to Ben-Gurion air-
port, the group was greeted by 
the owner of their tour com-
pany with the words “Welcome 
home.” 

“We all knew we were home 
and were about to experience 
something incredible together. 
And indeed, we did,” Abrams 
said.  

Another moment of awe came 
when visiting Mount Herzl and 
seeing the graves of the greatest 
Israeli leaders and then turning 
around and seeing the graves 
of some of the most recently 
deceased Israeli soldiers. “It was 
incredible to stand in one area 
and see proof of so many gen-
erations that have given their 
lives to defend Israel’s future in 
so many different ways,” said 
Abrams.

2018 Discover Israel was 
Lappin Foundation’s third com-
munity trip for active adults, 
which turned out to be a remark-
able transgenerational experi-
ence, with participants ranging 
in age from 30s to early 90s. 

Wendy and Michael Dubinsky 
of Marblehead were two of the 
63 participants on the trip. “We 
saw so much, but more impor-
tantly, we learned so much,” 
Wendy said. Meeting the grand-
mother of a fallen soldier at a 
Yom Hazikaron (Memorial Day) 
ceremony in Petah Tikva was 
the most moving part for Wendy. 
“I hugged her, she hugged me 
back, and the connection was so 
strong, I wept,” said Wendy. 

Lappin Foundation’s next 
Discover Israel trip for active 
adults is tentatively scheduled 
for April 19-30, 2020. 

2018 Discover Israel a success 

From left, Robert and Shari Cashman, Swampscott; Shelley and 
Marty Schneer, Salem; Vicky and Michael Goldstein, Marblehead; 
Howie and Izzi Abrams, Salem; Maria Samiljan and Alan Lensky, 
Marblehead.
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By Lawrence Rifkin  

JERUSALEM – Last week, 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu held a dramatic 
press conference, complete with 
a PowerPoint presentation and 
stage props.

He started in English – a clear 
nod to the fact that President 
Donald Trump had a big deci-
sion coming up about the future 
of the nuclear deal with Iran. 
Yet it was aimed just as much 
– if not more – at the home 
front, for Israelis know that Bibi 
is in deep trouble what with 
all the criminal investigations 
percolating beneath him and 
the huge stack of pending leg-
islation just begging to tear his 
coalition apart.

Most of what the prime min-
ister revealed was not so star-
tling. After all, does anyone 
really think the mullahs threw 
away their notes on producing 
nuclear weapons? Is anyone 
really shocked that they might 
still be tweaking some of their 
calculations about implosions? 
Is anyone really surprised that 
they’ve lied about their nuclear 
program all along?

The real news is that some-
how, Israeli agents or people 
working at the behest of Israel 
were able to locate a nonde-
script warehouse in an industrial 
neighborhood of Tehran where 
the files were being stored, and 
then bring them back to Israel 
intact. It meant the Mossad has 
been hard at work and making 
important inroads inside Iran.

This is a message in itself, an 
intelligence triumph of the first 
order, something many fans of 
Israel probably take for granted 
despite domestic tarnish that 
has settled over the country’s 
intelligence agencies owing to 
years of foul-ups and ugly inter-
personal rivalries.

The question is how long 
Israel has had those files. If it’s 
been a while, even if only just 
months, why reveal them only 
now?

The answer to that (aside 
from Trump’s decision on Iran) 
can be found immediately to 
the northeast of Israel, where 
Tehran has been making its 
presence in Syria felt more and 
more, and where strange and 
powerful nighttime explosions 
have been rocking air fields, 

military bases and warehouses.
Uncharacteristically, Israel 

owned up to a couple of those 
explosions. One took place this 
past February at an airfield in 
Syria called T-4, from which it 
said Iran had launched a drone 
that penetrated Israeli airspace.

At the same time as the 
attack on T-4, an Israeli F-16 
was downed by shrapnel from a 
Syrian missile. Because it came 
crashing to earth in Israeli terri-
tory in full view of the public, and 
because its two crewmen had 
been wounded by the shrapnel 
(one of them seriously), Israel 
had to come clean – and it did 
so in a spectacular way, primar-
ily by loudly announcing, much 
as Prime Minister Netanyahu 
did last week (just without the 
props and PowerPoint presenta-
tion) that Iran was now in Syria 
big-time and Israel would be 
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“The fact is this was a horrible, one-
sided deal that should have never, 
ever been made. It didn’t bring calm, 

it didn’t bring peace, and it never will,” US 
President Donald Trump told Americans and the 
rest of the world on Tuesday, when he officially 
announced that the US would pull out of a 2015 
agreement with Iran that placed limitations on 
Iran’s nuclear weapons program. 

The deal, signed by the US, Iran and world 
powers England, China, Germany, France 
and Russia, called for Iran to reduce its 
stockpiles of uranium. Iran also agreed to allow 
comprehensive inspections of its nuclear sites 
and military bases, if necessary. The terms were 
set at 15 years – a period that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu considered a 
short waiting period before Iran would move 
forward and build a nuclear bomb. 

While Trump has struggled with his domestic 
agenda, and has been dogged by the Mueller 
investigation, one of his lone bright spots has 
been rectifying policies that Israel has long 
lobbied to change. Since taking office, he 
has recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, 
authorized the moving of the US Embassy to 
Jerusalem, and walked away from the Iran deal 
– which Netanyahu passionately argued against 
during a stirring speech before Congress in 2015. 

While US Jews have disagreed about whether 
the agreement was good for America and 
Israel, Israeli leaders – from Netanyahu to 
Naftali Bennett to Yair Lapid – hailed Trump’s 

announcement. And Gulf Arab counties such as 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates were 
euphoric after Trump’s policy change. 

Iranian citizens, who were expected to see 
their economy boosted after the US lifted an 
economic embargo on Iran, have seen the 
opposite. An analysis of the Central Bank of 
Iran conducted by BBC Persian reported that 
household budgets dropped from $14,800 in 
2007-08 to $12,515 in 2016-17.

With the country flush with petro dollars after 
the agreement, Iran decided to spend billions 
on proxy wars in the Mideast. It propped up 
Hezbollah in Iran, and Hamas in Gaza, and along 
with its militia allies, created havoc in Yemen, 
Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain. And it doubled-
down in Syria, where it has poured billions since 
2011 to help keep Syrian President Bashar Assad 
in power.

While the nuclear issue will continue to be 
debated, the presence of Iranian soldiers in Syria 
presents a more immediate threat to Israel. Israel 
has not been shy to attack armed shipments 
slated for Hezbollah in Syria, and earlier this 
week, Israel was accused of bombing an Iranian 
military base south of Damascus. As of press 
time, Israel was on high alert with IDF officials 
warning the public about a possible retaliatory 
strike. While pulling out of an agreement can 
lead to a predictable scenario, a war between 
Iran and Israel could ignite the Mideast and 
quickly create a situation that could destabilize 
the region for decades. 

After the Iran deal: stability or war?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

We need your help to teach 
tolerance. The Holocaust is one 
of the worst examples of intol-
erance in history, and we don’t 
want it to happen again. We are 
collecting bandages to repre-
sent the 1.5 million Jewish chil-
dren who died in the Holocaust. 
The Bandage Project was start-
ed by a teacher in Sacramento, 
CA, and now, schools through-
out the world are participating. 
She chose bandages because 
they are a sign of healing. The 
bandages are going to displayed 

in the Museum of Tolerance in 
Los Angeles. Almost 1 million 
bandages have been collected 
so far. Our school goal for this 
year is to collect 5778 clean and 
unopened bandages, since 5778 
is our current Hebrew year. 

Please send bandages to us 
at:

Epstein Hillel School 
Six Community Road 
Marblehead, MA 01945

Ryan Freed and Sasha Ganezer
EHS 4th graders

Epstein Hillel seeks bandages  
for Holocaust project

Kudos to the Jewish Journal 
for its highly successful 
Menshions & Mimosas event 
honoring some of our Jewish 
community’s volunteers who do 
extraordinary things for others.  
It was truly an uplifting event 
celebrating the best of our com-
munity.

In addition to the excel-
lent work Steve Rosenberg, 
the paper’s current publisher, 
is doing, I would like to add 
my thanks to two extraordinary 
women who were in attendance 

– Barbara Wolfe, the paper’s sec-
ond publisher and a founding 
board member, and Barbara 
Schneider, publisher emeritus.  

Thank you, Barbara and 
Barbara, for your contributions 
to the Journal’s success. The 
foundation you laid, your efforts 
and your vision helped to shape 
the paper and its mission. You, 
too, are to be congratulated for 
the Journal’s success. 

Deborah L. Coltin
Peabody

Honoring the Journal’s vision 

P.T. Barnum has nothing on Bibi
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu should have let an intelligence 
professional make Israel’s case about Iran

Photo by Amos Ben-Gershom/GPO
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu exposes files that prove 
Iran’s nuclear program. 

continued on page 7
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having none of it.
This is a red line whose crossing is a 

lot easier to prove than that of any red 
line about Iranian nukes. To demon-
strate just how determined Israel is in 
getting this message out, it only later 
announced that the drone it shot down 
had been armed with explosives. If true, 
the experts who examined the downed 
aircraft surely found the explosives right 
away; it was announced only later to 
make more headlines about red lines 
and to lay claim to more air time in the 
news cycles.

Following most of the other attacks 
in Syria (one came just hours before 
Netanyahu’s press conference), word 
would be leaked to Israeli and foreign 
media that the targets had been Iranian 
missiles being transshipped through 
Syria to Hezbollah, Tehran’s Shi’ite proxy 
in Lebanon.

Hezbollah has been a major presence 
in Syria, standing shoulder to shoulder 
with government troops and pro-Assad 
militias fighting against rebels. It makes 
no secret of the fact borne out by Israeli 
intelligence that back home in Lebanon, 
it has many thousands of missiles – per-
haps many tens of thousands – pointed 
at Israel, a lot of them capable of reaching 
Tel Aviv and beyond.

Israel has long had its eye on 
Hezbollah, which Tehran is willing to use 
to poke the Jewish state. It now wants the 
world to know that it has its eye on Iran, 
too, as well as its plan to create a swath 
of territory running from Tehran through 
mostly Shi’ite Iraq and an Assad-led Syria 
(Bashar Assad’s minority Alawite sect can 
be traced directly back to Shi’a Islam) and 
into Lebanon, where Hezbollah is not 
only a potent military 
force, but also a pow-
erful political party.

Right now, a swath 
like this is the last 
thing Israel wants 
rubbing up against 
its borders, Iranian 
nuke-cheating or not. 
Taken together with 
a brand new law that 
gives the prime min-
ister and his defense 
minister the power 
to go to war over 
undefined “extraordinary circumstances” 
without consulting other cabinet minis-
ters, even those in the so-called security 
cabinet, this was the real message.

But Netanyahu made a mistake: He 
turned it into a show.

There was the PowerPoint presenta-
tion, a bit too slick and overly pedantic. 
And there were the props. There was 
a bookcase full of binders and another 
full of… well, you couldn’t really tell, 

for it apparently represented computer 
discs that would have been full of digital 
secrets if only he could show us. At first, 
both were draped with cloth, but the 
prime minister quickly uncovered them 
with the flourish of a P.T. Barnum.

And he, rather than a highly respected 
senior intelligence official, was star of 
the show. He was revealing something 
not only terribly important, but deeply 

disturbing. Imagine 
Donald Trump put-
ting on the same show 
about North Korea; 
the seriousness of the 
matter notwithstand-
ing, wouldn’t you, too, 
wince in light of the 
cartoon he’s become? 
Wouldn’t you wish it 
was the CIA head or 
chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff up 
there?

You see, Netan-
yahu has an image problem. It’s not as 
readily apparent to many abroad who see 
him as a spokesman par excellence (and 
he is), but he has of late resorted to words 
and gestures – and props – that too often 
make him look and sound silly.

He was smart enough this time not 
to revert to the Acme bomb that Wile 
E. Coyote might throw at Roadrunner, 
a drawing he held up a few years back 
when informing the United Nations 

about Iran’s full-speed efforts to build a 
nuclear weapon. Instead of driving the 
message home, the silliness made a lot 
of people roll their eyes, distracting from 
the urgency of the matter.

Certainly, he was the person to be 
speaking in English last week. He was 
basically preparing you for Israeli actions 
in Syria, as well as those that could end 
up going much farther afield. But he 
probably turned a lot of people off with 
his props and bombast. He certainly 
turned off a lot of Israelis.

We know his shtick, which is to frighten 
us and make us look around to see no one 
else on the political horizon ready to pro-
tect us against the likes of Hezbollah and 
Iran. Had he taken some time to think 
about it, letting the head of Mossad or 
Military Intelligence address the nation 
would have kept the eyebrows level and 
the snark factor to a minimum.

The eyebrows and snark are the real 
danger – they make us think about Bibi’s 
many shortcomings when we should 
really be sitting up and taking note of the 
danger just across the border and inside 
hollowed-out mountains in Iran. They 
make us ask ourselves whether these 
claims are true or just another tactic to 
make us take our eyes off our prime min-
ister’s criminal and political woes. And we 
wonder whether you see this, too.

Lawrence Rifkin is a Jerusalem-based 
journalist. 

P.T. Barnum
from page 6

Imagine Donald Trump  
putting on the same show  

about North Korea; the 
seriousness of the matter 
notwithstanding, wouldn’t 

you, too, wince in light of the  
cartoon he’s become?

By Stephen M. Flatow
JNS.ORG

A Pennsylvania high school 
teacher, who says he was 
deprived as a teenager, is 

now taking it out on his students 
– by lying to them about Israel.

Sam Schindler, co-founder 
and history teacher at the Stone 
Independent School, a private 
school in Lancaster, Penn., 
explained in The Forward last 
month how the “truth” about 
Israel was hidden from him. His 
teachers only taught him about 
the positive side of Israel, he 
wrote. “What was kept from me 
then were images of the occu-
pation, of pulverized houses, 
of bloody civilians and of ter-
rified children. … The occupa-
tion or lives of Palestinians never 
appeared.”

So now, Schindler is get-
ting his revenge. He’s been 
teaching his students at Stone 
Independent all about “the 
occupation and oppression.”

And – big surprise – at the 
end of last semester’s course, 
Schindler is proud to laud their 
findings. He notes that “the 
class collectively reached a uni-
versal conclusion about Israel 
and Palestine: The oppression of 
Palestinians is not sustainable, 
nor is it justifiable.”

Dear Stone students, I’m sorry 
to tell you that Mr. Schindler has 
been lying to you. Israel’s occu-
pation of the Palestinians ended 
23 years ago.

Here’s what Mr. Schindler 
didn’t tell you. When Yitzhak 
Rabin was elected prime min-
ister of Israel in 1992, he faced 
a dilemma. On the one hand, 
he recognized that allowing the 
creation of a Palestinian state in 
Judea and Samaria (the “West 
Bank”), and in the Gaza Strip, 
would pose a grave threat to 
Israel’s existence. Israel would 
be just nine miles wide in its 
middle, living next to a state run 
by terrorists and fascist dicta-
tors.

But on the other hand, Rabin 
didn’t want Israel to contin-
ue ruling over the Palestinian 

Arabs who reside in those ter-
ritories. So he and his aides 
devised the Oslo Accords, which 
ended Israel’s occupation of 
the Palestinians and gave them 
something close to statehood, 
but without endangering Israel.

In 1995, Prime Minister Rabin 
withdrew Israel’s forces from the 
cities in Judea-Samaria where 
98 percent of the Palestinians 
reside. Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon later withdrew from all 
of Gaza. The Israeli occupation 
of the Palestinians came to an 
end. The only “occupation” of 
the Palestinians currently in 
force is the 23-year occupation 
by the Palestinian Authority, led 
by Mahmoud Abbas, and the 
occupation of Gaza by Hamas, 
which is now entering its 11th 
year.

If any of you ever has the 
opportunity to visit the “occu-

pied” Palestinians, you’ll be sur-
prised to discover that the Israeli 
“occupiers” whom Mr. Schindler 
taught you about are nowhere to 
be found. There’s no Israeli mili-
tary governor. The Israeli mili-
tary administration that once 
ruled the Palestinian-inhabited 
areas was dismantled long ago.

The Palestinians’ schools are 
run by Palestinian principals 
and teachers. The courts have 
Palestinian judges. The streets 
are policed by the Palestinian 
police and security forces. When 
elections are held, the can-
didates and the voters are all 
Palestinians. Pretty much the 
only thing that the P.A. can’t do 
is import tanks, planes, Iranian 
“volunteers” or North Korean 
missiles.

The only time Israeli troops 
enter Palestinian-inhabited 
areas is when they are chas-

ing down a terrorist. Going into 
some Palestinian town for an 
hour or two to catch a bomb-
thrower or a sniper hardly con-
stitutes an “occupation” of the 
Palestinians.

Yes, Israel has checkpoints set 
up along its border with the P.A., 
and it’s a shame if that incon-
veniences some Palestinian 
travelers. Just like it’s a shame 
that every one of us is inconve-
nienced every time we have to go 
through a security checkpoint at 
an American airport. But check-
points are set up in Israel and in 
US airports for the same good 
reason: to keep terrorists from 
blowing us up. That’s not an 
“occupation.” That’s called self-
defense.

The current situation in the 
territories is not a perfect solu-
tion to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
But we live in an imperfect world. 

The current arrangements in the 
territories allow nearly all of the 
Palestinians to live under their 
own government. They live in 
an entity that is close to state-
hood in every respect except for 
the few aspects that would most 
endanger Israel’s existence.

Sam Schindler’s notions 
about Israel and the Palestinians 
seem to have been frozen in 
his adolescence. He’s so angry 
about having been “deprived” by 
his own teachers that he hasn’t 
noticed how much the Middle 
East has changed in the mean-
time. It’s a whole new world for 
Israel and the Palestinians, Mr. 
Schindler. It’s time you started 
telling your students the truth 
about it. 

Stephen M. Flatow is vice 
president of the Religious 
Zionists of America. 

Yitzhak Rabin, Bill Clinton, and Yasser Arafat at the signing of the Oslo Accords on Sept. 13, 1993. 

No, Mr. Schindler, there is no ‘occupation’



See more at cjp.org/celebrate

On Sunday, April 29, more than 1,000 members  
of our community gathered at a Morning of 
Learning and Evening of Celebration to honor 
Barry Shrage’s more than 30 years of leadership. 

Event Chairs Linda and Michael Frieze and  
Dena and Michael Rashes helped create an 
inspirational and meaningful tribute to the impact 
Barry has had in Greater Boston, in Israel, and beyond.

Mazel tov, Barry, and thank you. 
May you go from strength to strength.

New England Patriots and 
Kraft Group Chairman & CEO 
Robert Kraft (right) spoke at 
the Evening of Celebration

Dr. Erica Brown (left)  
celebrated Barry’s leadership 
as the Morning of Learning’s 
closing speaker

Barry and Ellie Shrage (center) with their 
children and grandchildren

Barry Shrage (second from right) with Morning 
of Learning panelists (from left): Rabbi 
Lawrence A. Hoffman, Rabbi Jeffrey A. Summit, 
and Professor Fania Oz-Salzberger

Barry (center) with Honoring Our Past, Shaping Our Future event chairs (from 
left): Michael and Linda Frieze, Dena and Michael Rashes

8 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – MAY 10, 2018 

By Julie Levinson

It used to be that families with 
children enrolled in Jewish day 
school were a pretty homog-
enous crowd, two Jewish par-
ents raising Jewish children. At 

Epstein Hillel 
School (EHS) 
there are still 
plenty of fami-
lies who fit that 

bill, but there are more than a 
few who do not. Of all the fami-
lies currently enrolled, 30 per-
cent are interfaith. Their expe-
riences have been overwhelm-
ingly positive.

Aimee and David and their 
sons are one such family. Aimee 
grew up with a Jewish father and 
Greek Orthodox mother, and 
David, now an agnostic, grew 
up Catholic. When expecting 
their first child, they often spoke 
about the role spirituality would 
play in their family’s life. They 
both wanted their children – two 
boys, born 18 months apart – to 
be part of a true community. 
They agreed that Jewish values 
and traditions were what they 
wanted for their family.

Both of their sons attend-
ed preschool at the JCC. 
Kindergarten afforded them 
three options: EHS, public school 
or a secular private school. After 
visiting each, they put down a 
deposit for a spot at a secular 
private school. Something about 
it did not feel right, though. It 
was David who suggested that 
they go back to revisit EHS. 
Within moments of walking into 

the building, they both knew it 
was the right place for them. 

“There was an instant sense 
of community the moment 
we walked through the door,” 
Aimee recalls. Now they are in 
their third year, and she reports: 
“The support and attention are 
beyond anything I ever could 
have imagined.”

We heard a similar story from 
Diane, whose husband, Brian, 

grew up Jewish. Having grown 
up with no religious affiliation, 
Diane craved a sense of belong-
ing. As a young adult, she chose 
Judaism as her religion, but did 
not convert until years later. Her 
son, an only child, is currently a 
second grader at EHS. He con-
siders his classmates to be his 
siblings. Diane describes EHS as 
“a terrific support system,” and 
goes on to say: “EHS created an 
instant family … I feel more con-
nected and part of a community 
than ever before.”

Neither of these families had 
planned to enroll their children 
in day school. Each acknowl-
edged trepidation in their 
decision-making – would it be 
too Jewish? Would the fact that 
they are interfaith make them 
uncomfortable? Would they feel 
as though they belonged? Their 
fears were unrealized. These 
parents cherish the community, 
for themselves and their chil-
dren. All are impressed with the 
academics, including so many 
opportunities for project-based 
learning, the outstanding teach-
ers, and the morals and values-
based education. With a twin-

kle in their eye, they speak of 
their kids’ love of learning. They 
marvel at hearing their children 
speak Hebrew, perform on stage 
in social studies curriculum 
plays, and program 3-D print-
ers in science for their animal 
research projects. 

These families know what 
a special place EHS is and are 
grateful for the community and 
education their children are get-
ting. But perhaps most impor-
tant is that both feel that enroll-
ing their children was the best 
decision they ever made.

Julie Levinson is a freelance 
writer. Her website is www.
jklwriter.com.

First
Person

Aimee and Dave Moore, with sons Lucian and Harlan. 

Interfaith parents laud Jewish values at Epstein Hillel School

429 & 315 Harvard Street, Brookline, MA 02446
(978) 479-4689 (Mobile)  •  (844) 259-6608 (eFax)  •  Joel.Weingarten@citizensbank.com
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Mortgage Solutions  
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the subject head FIRST 
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should be 800 words or less. 



	

 
Modeling Women's Leadership: Honoring Anita 
Sunday, June 3, 5:30pm | Temple Emunah, Lexington 

 
 

Join us for a Champagne reception and 
keynote panel featuring prominent and 
innovative leaders from various arenas 
including Ruthanne Fuller, the first 
female Mayor of Newton, health care 
advocate and educator, Lauren 
Corduck, founder of OneinForty, and 
Reut Weksler, founder and head of 
Dror Israel’s Urban Kibbutz 
Movement. 
		
The event will launch a new initiative to 
cultivate women’s mentorship and young 
leadership in congregations and in the 
Jewish Community. The initiative honors 
the memory and legacy of Anita 
Redner z’’l by continuing the work to  
which she was so deeply committed. 

 
 

To register, use this URL:  
www.synagoguecouncil.org/anita-reg  

or go to our website: www.synagoguecouncil.org 
Questions? Contact the Synagogue Council office. 

info@synagoguecouncil.org | (617) 244-6506 
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This got me thinking about 
Pinky. Pinky was an exceptional 
man. Not for the usual things 
that might earn one the title, 
such as great philanthropy or 
academic brilliance. In those 
arenas he may have been just 
average.

What Pinky had was a term 
I only recently heard about – 
“E-I,” or emotional intelligence. 
He understood people. He 
understood how to make people 
happy, and what kept people 
happy.

I first met Pinky when I visit-
ed my brother’s 
Chabad Center 
in Atlanta when 
I was still single, 
over 20 years 
ago. He was the 
happy-go-lucky, 
jovial individual 
who could be 
counted on to 
have a candy for 
the kids, and a 
cigarette for the 
adults and the occasional yeshi-
va student looking to sneak a 
“coffin nail” behind the Shul.

He always had a kind word 
and a joke, and something light 
to lift the mood.

When he called me to say that 
he’d be moving back to town, 
North of Boston, to care for his 
aging mom, he asked that he 
continue to frequent the Shul of 
a Schusterman.

We welcomed him with open 
arms, and he became a fixture 
in the Shul community. Literally. 
There was a heavy duty recliner 
chair in the back of the Shul, and 
that was Pinky’s chair. Long after 
he passed, and when we eventu-
ally moved to a permanent cen-
ter, we were reticent to move or 
remove his chair, as this fixture 
of a man played an important 
role that none of us wanted to 
let go of.

More than his kindness and 
jolliness was his role as peace-
maker. On more than a few 

occasions, he’d pull me aside 
and tell me that I needed to 
smooth feathers with so and so 
person, as I had unintentionally 
offended them. Or that another 
person was upset that they had 
not gotten an aliyah to the Torah 
in a long while.

Later I learned that he did the 
same with the Shul members, 
telling them that “that is not 
what the Rabbi meant” or “don’t 
you think you are overreacting?

Like his great-great-grand-
father before him, Aharon 
HaKohen, Aaron the High 

Priest, Brother 
of Moshe, was 
known to be an 
Oheiv Shalom 
v’Rodef Shalom, 
a lover of peace 
and a pursuer of 
peace.

This, I real-
ized, was likely 
Pinky’s great-
est contribution 
and was the trait 

for which I missed him most.
The phone call from him, 

seven years after his passing, was 
a shocking but important wake-
up call reminding me not to for-
get the lessons he taught me. 
Check yourself and make sure 
that you, being a descendent of 
Aaron the High Priest, are not 
stepping on toes, and that I am 
bringing peace between people. 
Including people like myself.

Oh, and there is one more 
thing. Pinky passed away the eve 
of my own mother’s yahrzeit – 
thus ensuring that I would never 
forget the date of his passing. 
Since he had no biological chil-
dren, I’d be his spiritual child, 
and make sure Kaddish was said 
for him.

Bye again, Pinky. I never 
stopped missing you. And 
thanks for calling the other day.

Rabbi Nechemia 
Schusterman is the director of 
Chabad of Peabody. 

A call from Pinky

By Rabbi Nechemia Schusterman

My cell phone rings, and the name “Pinky” pops up on the 
screen. My heart rate jumps as the phone keeps ringing. I 
continue to stare at the screen with both trepidation and 

excitement. To pick it up or not to pick it up?
You see, Pinky passed away seven years ago. Pinchas Ben Fishel 

HaKohen was the Shul’s Cohen and candy man.
With no small amount of hesitation, I 

pick up the phone, and a woman’s voice on 
the other end greets me, saying, “Hi, this is 
Haley calling from Herb Chambers Toyota of 
Boston.”

I laughed, as I put the pieces of the puzzle 
together. Pinky, or Paul Freidman, worked at 

Herb Chambers when he was alive. I had done an online inquiry for 
a new minivan, and that spawned dozens of phone calls from many 
dealerships, including Pinky’s former workplace.

The 
Personal
Essay

Pinky, or Paul Freidman

There was a  
heavy duty recliner chair 

in the back  
of the Shul, and  

that was Pinky’s chair. 

Do you remember your bar/bat mitzvah? 
On May 24, the Journal will feature 
our bar/bat mitzvah section.

Please send us your memories (250 words) 
and a photo and we will include  
your story in our edition.

Email: rosenberg@jewishjournal.org



By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

How do you solve a prob-
lem like a Musical Book? 
This question always 

arises on hearing the far-too-
tame description of Austria’s 
response to Nazism and the 1938 
Third Reich Anschluss (annexa-
tion) in the musical “The Sound 
of Music.” Co-authors Howard 
Lindsay and Russel Crouse 

have half of Austria not speak-
ing to the other half, although 
almost all Austrians – except 
Communists, gypsies and, of 
course, Jews – actually wel-
comed the Germans into their 
homeland without hesitation (a 
welcome even documented by 
photos). 

Director Matt Lenz, follow-
ing in original revival director 
Jack O’Brien’s footsteps, has 
made Austrian sympathies clear 

by providing five long side-
by-side Nazi banners bearing 
large swastikas as the telling 
backdrop for the pivotal late 
second act Kaltzberg Concert 
Hall Stage competition – after 
which the winning von Trapp 
family escapes. Without dimin-
ishing the appeal of Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s last great 
score, the current well-sung and 
visually striking tour at Boch 
Center’s Wang Theatre – to bor-

row from an early second act 
duo – has definitely done some-
thing good.

Lenz’s earnest, high-energy 
ensemble does full justice to 
the winning score. Jill-Christine 
Wiley brings fresh phrasing and 
gesturing to Maria’s rendition – 
especially on the title number 
and the snappy children-involv-
ing song “The Lonely Goatherd.” 
Mike McLean looks too young to 
play World War I veteran Captain 
Georg von Trapp and needs 
more tenacity in the early going 
but he does find the anti-Nazi’s 
heart and feeling – most nota-
bly in the moving “Edelweiss.” 
Boston Conservatory graduate 
Lauren Kidwell (M.F.A. in musi-
cal theater) proves a big-voiced 
standout as the Mother Abbess, 
who remembers the joy of sing-
ing the brilliantly detailed “My 
Favorite Things” in her youth 
and joins Maria on it with gusto. 
Her first act-closing solo on the 
spirited “Climb Every Mountain” 
is an unequivocal showstopper. 

Jonathan Warren, recreating 

Danny Mefford’s high-stepping 
choreography, has the talented 
young performers playing the 
von Trapp children frolicking 
with mentoring Maria as they 
embrace music and singing 
under her guidance.

Dramatic license has the 
von Trapps climbing to safety 
at night when they actually 
took a train to Italy in broad 
daylight. As the family singers 
moved around, they were trou-
bled by the sight of Jewish chil-
dren being mistreated by their 
classmates. Lindsay and Crouse 
do not include this important 
factor. Still, Linz – and O’Brien 
before him – add needed edgi-
ness. Enjoy your favorite things 
in this strong revival, but do 
keep in mind the enormity of 
Austria’s complicity with the 
Nazis.

“The Sound of Music,” 
national tour presented by Boch 
Center at Wang Theatre, Boston, 
through May 13. bochcenter.org 
or 844-753-8364.
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‘The Sound of Music’ entertains, but clearly shows Austria’s sympathies

Photo by Matthew Murphy 
Keslie Ward as Liesl and Chad P. Campbell as Rolf. 
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“People really started 
responding,” she recalls. “I got 
tons of feedback from people 
everywhere saying my columns 
made them feel less stressed and 
less alone because it reminded 
them that we’re all dealing with 
some version of the same every-
day chaos of life.”

While she finishes up a new 
book called “How To Raise 
Perfectly Imperfect Kids And Be 
OK With It,” Sugarman contin-
ues to focus on and support 
those who have benefited from 
all she has offered thus far.

“I never consciously thought 
I had something to add,” she 
admits. “I just started offering 
my opinions on a small, local 
platform and people started 
responding well to them. Then 
enough people started follow-
ing along and asking for more 
opinions … It’s been a fun ride 
to say the least!”

Along the way, Sugarman has 
been able to include what she 
sees as primary principles of 
tikkun olam.

“If you consider the literal 
definition of the phrase,” she 
suggests, “the basic notion … 
implies that each of us needs 
to be responsible for the bet-
terment of the world around 
us. I’m performing tikkun olam 
by encouraging parents every-
where to be the best version of 
themselves for the benefit of 
their children.”

Author
from page 4

By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

The Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict seems to be an 
unavoidable topic of 

discussion in the news, in the 
gym, even in the produce aisle. 
From May 18 through June 1, 
the conversation will move from 
sidebar to center stage when 
the Israeli Stage presents the 
world premiere production 
of award-winning playwright 
Joshua Sobol’s latest play, “The 
Last Act” at Martin Hall in the 
Calderwood Pavilion.

Known for controversial work 
that challenges and provokes, 
Sobol’s newest work boldly 
addresses a difficult question: 
once society legitimizes brand-
ing and treating a group as the 
“other,” is there any hope the 
two sides can ever see each 
other as anything other than an 
enemy?

Crafted as a play-within-a-
play, the blistering and sensual 
drama centers on Gilly, a Jewish-
Israeli unemployed actress 
leading a dull, settled life, and 
Djul, a Palestinian actor. The 
two share a passion to put on 
theater that is risky and matters. 
They mount an adaptation of 
August Strindberg’s “Miss Julie,” 
a play about an aristocratic 
woman and a senior servant, 
Jean, whose mutual attraction 
leads to tragedy.

Like the characters they play, 
Gilly and Djul feel a magnetic 
pull toward each other despite 
the cultural, political and social 
barriers that separate them. The 
plot thickens when Gilly’s hus-
band, Ethan, a Jewish-Israeli 
intelligence officer, receives a 

surveillance assignment that 
involves spying on his wife and 
her Palestinian co-star, whom 
Ethan’s boss falsely assumes is a 
Hamas operative.

New York-based actress 
Annelise Lawson is just getting 
to know her character, Gilly, and 
she likes what she is discover-
ing. “Her genius is her intuition; 
she picks up on everything. She 
is unabashedly assertive in pur-
suing her loves and doesn’t suf-
fer fools gladly,” she said. “I’m a 
little envious of how she navi-
gates her world.”

At one point, Gilly growls, 
“Theatre should be danger-
ous, or else it should not be!” 

Lawson agrees. “To get along in 
our daily lives, we have to edit 
ourselves constantly, making 
sure we express our opinions in 
just the right way. Theatre is one 
of the few places where we can 
drop the social mask and take 
the temperature of our culture. 
The act of telling the truth is 
dangerous.”

Sobol sees many parallels 
between “Miss Julie,” with its 
irrational and rigid focus on 
impenetrable social class barri-
ers, and the situation in Israel. 
“The Israeli-Palestinian ‘mess’ 
has long abandoned the terri-
tory of sound reason,” he said, 
pointing out that the mutual 

prosperity Palestinians and 
Jews have experienced should 
have convinced the two com-
munities they can only gain 
from a peaceful acceptance 
of each other. “But instead of 
thriving together in peace, the 
Hosseini belligerent leadership 
of the Palestinian community 
opted for a forceful showdown.”

The Israeli Stage’s mission is 
to share the diversity and vitali-
ty of Israeli theatre, and Director 
and Producing Artistic Director 
Guy Ben-Ahron considers “The 
Last Act” a perfect fit. “While 
the play is inherently Israeli, it 
is utterly universal. The peril of 
the surveillance state is a global 
phenomenon. The option for 
society to choose fear or hope 
is one that faces all Americans 
today,” he said.

Artistically, he appreciates 
that the play-within-a-play 
structure distorts the lines of 
reality, inviting the audience to 
tune into two realities simul-
taneously. “It blurs the lines of 
comedy and tragedy – it’s funny, 
it’s sharp and it’s poignant. I love 
the playfulness of the script,” 
he said.

Nightly dialogues will follow 
each performance, providing 
an opportunity for communal 
reflection. “Our vision is to cre-
ate an opportunity to listen, 
inquire and reflect deeply at a 
time when our world suffers 
mightily from divisions and dis-
trust. We’re not trying to change 
hearts and minds as much as 
we’re trying to open them. Just a 
little bit,” Ben-Ahron said.

For more information, visit 
israelistage.com or call (617) 
933-8600.

Israeli Stage presents blistering,  
sensual drama ‘The Last Act’ 

Photo by Esra Rotthoff
Director Guy Ben-Aharon



300 Salem Street
Swampscott

781.593.6111

72 Front Street
Marblehead
781.631.8800

–– Marblehead ––
Classic colonial set on a large private lot  

abutting conservation land.  
Welcome home! 

$839,000

saganharborside.com

–– Swampscott ––
Newer construction.  

4 bedroom, 3 bath colonial  
offering a wonderful lifestyle.

$699,000

This Week’s Featured Listings

12 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – MAY 10, 2018 CCOMMUNITY NEWS

By Sean Savage  
and Ariel Ben Solomon

JNS.ORG

President Donald Trump 
announced his withdrawal from 
the 2015 Iranian nuclear deal on 
Tuesday, while announcing stiff 
new economic sanctions on the 
Islamic Republic.

“This was a horrible one-sid-
ed deal that should have never, 
ever been made,” Trump said 
in his announcement from the 
White House. “It didn’t bring 
calm, it didn’t bring peace, and it 
never will.”

He also said that he will 
impose new tough sanctions on 
Iran, while warning other coun-
tries from doing business with 
Tehran.

“We will be instituting the 
highest level of economic sanc-
tion,” warned Trump. “Any 
nation that helps Iran in its quest 
for nuclear weapons could also 
be strongly sanctioned by the 
United States.”

As such, the new sanctions 
instituted by Trump will re-
impose oil sanctions and sec-
ondary sanctions against the 
Central Bank of Iran, while 
also instructing the Treasury 
Department to develop addi-
tional sanctions over the course 
of the next few weeks. The finan-
cial sanctions will give European 
companies between 90 and 180 
days to wind down their busi-
ness in Iran, while the oil sanc-
tions will require European 
and Asian countries to reduce 
their imports from the Islamic 
Republic.

Trump continued his heavy 
criticism of the accord, calling it 
an “embarrassment” and “disas-
trous.”

“At the point when the US 
had maximum leverage, this 

disastrous deal gave this regime 
– Tand it’s a regime of great ter-
ror – many billions of dollars, 
some of it in actual cash, a great 
embarrassment to me as a citi-
zen,” he said.

Netanyahu supports ‘bold 
decision’ on Iran

Notably, the president cited 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu presentation last 
week that detailed new Israeli 
intelligence outlining Iran’s 
covert attempts at developing a 
nuclear arsenal.

“Last week, Israel published 
intelligence documents – long 
concealed by Iran – conclusively 
showing the Iranian regime’s his-
tory of pursuing nuclear weap-
ons,” Trump said, while warn-
ing that there would soon be a 
“nuclear-arms race in the Middle 
East” if he let the deal stand.

Trump also echoed 
Netanyahu’s rhetoric from the 
presentation, saying that Iran 
has “lied” about its past nuclear 
intentions, and therefore, the 
2015 agreement was built on a 
false premise.

“The so-called Iran deal was 
supposed to protect the United 
States and our allies from the 
lunacy of an Iranian nuclear 
bomb, a weapon that will only 
endanger the survival of the 
Iranian regime. In fact, the deal 
allowed Iran to continue enrich-
ing uranium and over time reach 
the brink of a nuclear blackout,” 
stated Trump. “Today, we have 
definitive proof that this Iranian 
promise was a lie.”

In his own statement follow-
ing Trump, Netanyahu said Israel 
“fully supports” Trump’s “bold 
decision” on Iran.

“Israel has opposed the nucle-
ar deal from the start because 
we said that rather than block-
ing Iran’s path to a bomb, the 

deal actually paved Iran’s path 
to an entire arsenal of nuclear 
bombs, and this within a few 
years’ time,” he said.

Future of the deal in ques-
tion

From his campaign as presi-
dent until now, Trump has long 
been a strong opponent of the 
agreement forged under his 
predecessor President Barack 
Obama, yet has held out the 
option of renegotiating it. On Jan. 
12, Trump outlined his inten-
tions to “fix the terrible flaws” of 
the Iran nuclear deal, giving US 
and European negotiators a 120-
day timetable to implement the 
changes, which include allow-
ing inspections on military sites, 
an end to sunset clauses and 
addressing Iran’s testing of bal-
listic missiles.

Nevertheless, American and 
European negotiators have been 
unable to make the changes to 
the deal, while the other key sig-
natories – Iran, Russia and China 
– are opposed to any alterations. 
European and American diplo-
mats had been deadlocked over 
the so-called “sunset provisions” 
of the deal, which would allow 
the Iranians to begin producing 
nuclear fuel for civilians use after 

the deal expires in 2030, the New 
York Times reported.

In recent weeks, Trump has 
been visited by French President 
Emmanuel Macron and German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, who 
both lobbied the US leader to 
remain in the deal. Shortly after 
his announcement, Macron 
said he regrets the decision by 
Trump.

“France, Germany and the 
United Kingdom regret the US 
decision to get out of the Iranian 
nuclear deal,” Macron tweet-
ed. “The international regime 
against nuclear proliferation is 
at stake.”

Reacting to the decision, 
Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani said that he has ordered 
his foreign ministry to negoti-
ate with the other countries 
that remain in the nuclear deal 
– U.K., France, Germany, China 
and Russia.

“Iran is a country that adheres 
to its commitments and the US is 
a country that has never adhered 
to its commitments,” he said.

Dr. Emmanuel Navon, a 
researcher at the Jerusalem 
Institute for Strategic Studies 
and a senior fellow at the Kohelet 
Policy Forum, told JNS in an 

interview on Tuesday that the 
Iranians have stated that they 
will try to keep the deal alive with 
the Europeans so they can main-
tain economic benefits.

Navon noted that Trump’s 
announcement of new sanctions 
could lead Iran to increase its 
economic ties with China and 
Russia. “If the Iranians contin-
ue honoring the deal without 
the US, Tehran still might get 
enough money to make it worth-
while,” he said.

“I used to think the deal would 
fall apart if the US withdrew, but 
now I don’t think it will,” specu-
lated Navon.

Asked if a new deal could be 
negotiated at the last minute, 
Navon said it could be possible, 
but he does not see Iran agree-
ing. “It makes more sense that 
Iran would try to keep the agree-
ment going for the cash and test 
economic ties with other pow-
ers.”

The Israeli expert pointed out 
that “it would be easier for Iran 
to cheat on the agreement with-
out the US involved.”

Andrea Stricker, a senior 
policy analyst at the Institute 
for Science and International 
Security, said her organization is 
“disappointed that the president 
was unable to get the fixes he 
required with the Europeans, but 
hopes that this lays the basis for a 
more comprehensive agreement 
dealing with the nuclear sunsets, 
ballistic missiles, inspections 
and Iran’s regional activities.”

“In the meantime,” said 
Stricker, “the IAEA [the United 
Nation’s nuclear watchdog] still 
needs to try to seek answers 
to issues raised by the nuclear 
archive in Iran. It is Iran’s Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
obligation to answer those ques-
tions.”

Bucking world opinion, Trump withdraws from Iran nuclear deal

On Tuesday, President Donald Trump announced that the US would 
withdraw from the 2015 Iranian nuclear deal.
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After nine months, Israeli 
soldier released from prison 

Private Elor Azaria, who was found guilty of shooting 
already-neutralized terrorist Abdel Fattah al-Sharif at 
point-blank range in Hebron in 2016, was released from 
prison on Tuesday morning. He served nine months of 
his 14-month sentence.

Al-Sharif had been shot by members of Azaria’s com-
mand after attempting to stab two Israel Defense Forces 
soldiers and was lying wounded on the ground when 
Azaria shot him in the head. The prosecution argued 
that Azaria used unnecessary force against al-Sharif 
that ultimately caused his death, whereas the defense 
argued that al-Sharif was still moving and continued to 
pose a security threat.

The case raised a moral debate across the coun-
try regarding IDF rules of engagement. Opponents of 
Azaria’s actions argued that he broke the rules and took 
the law into his own hands, while supporters said that 
IDF soldiers deserve the benefit of the doubt when up 
against terrorists.

Azaria was originally scheduled to be released on 
Thursday, as per the decision of the army parole board. 
But the board approved a request for release on Tuesday 
so he could take part in his brother’s wedding on 
Wednesday.

Azaria had originally been sentenced to 18 months 
in prison, but his sentence was reduced by IDF Chief of 

Staff Gadi Eisenkot.
He arrived to his home city of Ramla to a huge cel-

ebratory welcome, with signs, decorations and custom-
printed T-shirts.

Transportation and Intelligence Minister Israel Katz 
called for Azaria’s criminal record to be erased, while 
Education Minister Naftali Bennett tweeted a picture of 
Azaria at home with his family and wrote: “Elor, it’s so 
good to have you home.” 

– JNS.org

ADL report: 4.2 million  
anti-Semitic tweets in 2017

A new report from the Anti-Defamation League 
found that there were roughly 4.2 million anti-Semitic 
tweets in 2017 shared by more than 3 million users on 
the social-media platform.

“This new data shows that even with the steps Twitter 
has taken to remove hate speech and to deal with those 
accounts disseminating it, users are still spreading a 
shocking amount of anti-Semitism, and using Twitter as 
a megaphone to harass and intimidate Jews,” said ADL 
CEO Jonathan Greenblatt in a statement.

The ADL report, using a data set of roughly 55,000 
tweets screened by researchers for indications of anti-
Semitism, evaluated the tweet based on subjects rang-
ing from Holocaust denial and anti-Semitic slurs to 
positive references to anti-Semitic figures, books and 
podcasts. The organization also counted coded words 
and symbols such as the triple parentheses, which has 
been used by white supremacists to single out Jews.

The ADL noted that there were spikes in anti-Semitic 
tweets that occurred around major news events, such 
as the Harvey Weinstein scandal or former White House 
Press Secretary Sean Spicer’s comment that Hitler didn’t 
use chemical weapons.

Nevertheless, the anti-Semitic accounts constitute 
less than 1 percent of Twitter’s some 336 million active 
users.

The report by ADL comes as social-media platforms 
such as Twitter and Facebook have fallen under greater 
scrutiny by the US government, public and media for 
concern over harassment and their role in spreading 
fake news, especially during the 2016 presidential elec-

tion. Twitter has sought to make changes to its platform, 
such as prohibiting offensive account names and better 
enforcing its terms of service. 

– JNS.org

On anniversary of bin Laden’s 
death, Hamas posts messages  

in his memory

On May 2, 2018, the seventh anniversary of the kill-
ing of Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden, a Telegram 
channel named for Hamas’s military wing, “The Martyr 
Izz Al-Din Al-Qassam Brigades,” published several mes-
sages about the late Al-Qaeda leader.

Along with these messages, the channel, which has 
some 3,000 members, reposted eulogies issued by 
Hamas after bin Laden’s death in 2011 that were circu-
lated at that time on a Hamas forum.

One of the messages posted by the Telegram chan-
nel, under the hashtag “Sheikh Osama bin Laden, May 
Allah Take Him to His Bosom,” stated: “On that day, May 
2, 2011, the nation lost its lion, its educator, its jihadi, its 
innovative imam, its martyr and its courageous [son].”

The message accompanied a poster published in 
2011 on the above-mentioned Hamas forum showing 
bin Laden, a map of Greater Palestine and a quote by 
the Al-Qaeda leader: “… The US and its people will have 
no security as long as there is no security in Palestine.”

Also posted was a message addressed to bin Laden: 
“Our beloved sheikh, you promised us that we will live 
in security, and we, the people of Hamas, are complete-
ly loyal to you.” 

– MEMRI.org 
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Elor Azaria, who killed a Palestinian in Hebron in 
2016, was released from military prison this week.

Jewish World and Mideast News



By Myrna Fearer
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

It’s been three decades since 
my mother passed away, 
and yet I still want to go to 

the phone and tell her some-
thing.

With Mother’s Day almost 
here, I guess I’m feeling a lit-
tle nostalgic. Thoughts of my 
mother, of times we shared just 
the two of us and as a fam-
ily keep whirling around in my 
head. It’s like looking through a 
kaleidoscope: every turn brings 
up another memory.

Sometimes, I look back and 
wonder:

Did I stop often enough to 
tell my mother I loved her?

Did I ever get short with her?
Did I sometimes seem unap-

preciative?
Unfortunately, we tend to 

take mothers for granted until 
they need us, a stage my inde-
pendent mom never really 
reached.

My mother, Rose (Finkle) 
Liftman, was born in Lynn and 
was a proud graduate of Lynn 
English High School. Though 
like many others of her genera-
tion she had to work after grad-
uation, she was very intelligent 
and possessed an extra dose of 
common sense.

My mother also was compas-
sionate. I will never forget the 
way people gravitated toward 
her and sought her advice, 
including my own friends. One 

of them, Diane, often asked 
to come home with me after 
school, especially on report card 
days. She was afraid to show her 
card to her critical mother if any 
mark was below an A.

“You are so lucky, you have 
no idea how special your moth-
er is,” she often said.

I can recall the time a mar-
ried college friend, whose par-
ents lived in New York, was fac-
ing a physical challenge. She 
called my mother for a soft 
shoulder to cry on. My mom 
had a deep faith which, coupled 
with her empathy, made people 
instinctively trust her. After talk-
ing to Cindy, my mom ended 
with, “Don’t worry, everything is 
going to be all right. Remember, 

you are not a stepchild of God.”
My mother was also a doer 

and a giver, whether it was 
chopped liver, blintzes, or bar-
ley soup for my husband and 
me. After cooking on a Sunday, 
she had my dad drive her to 
our house in Danvers with her 
gift. When she discovered how 
much my brother and his fam-
ily liked her rice pudding, mom 
would make one in a big casse-
role and carry it to Ted’s insur-
ance office by bus and the T.

My parents lived in Mattapan 
for 25 years before moving to 
Lynn. For my mother, moving 
back was as if she never left. 
Now she had a wider range of 
family and friends that could 
call her for advice or to vent. 
They knew whatever they told 
her would never be revealed. 
One thing they didn’t realize 
was now she had more people 
to worry about. I remember my 
husband saying many times, 
“Ma, when are you going to 
start worrying about Rose?”

But how could she worry 
about herself when she had oth-
ers on her long list? She worried 
about my dad during a long ill-
ness before his death. She wor-

ried about her bachelor broth-
er. She worried about my son, 
Brian, for years before he lost 
his battle with cystic fibrosis. 
She worried about my husband 
when he was diagnosed with 
lung cancer.

Still, several times a week she 
would take the bus to Vinnin 
Square to visit a cousin at the 
Jewish Rehabilitation Center 
who no longer recognized her 
or anyone else. One day, I asked 
mom why she visited more 
often than the woman’s own 
children.

The answer to her was obvi-
ous. “It makes me feel better 
knowing she’s not alone.”

When I look back, I realize 
my mother taught me some 
important life lessons. She 
taught me not to be bitter but 
to face the world with courage 
and a smile. As I grow older, I 
find myself doing and saying 
some of the same things, often 
to the consternation of my son.

After one of my comments, 
he once turned to me and said, 
“Oh, Ma, you’re just like your 
mother.”

I consider that quite a com-
pliment.

Myrna Fearer is a columnist 
from Danvers.
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On Mother’s Day, special memories  
of the incredible Rose Liftman 

Rose (Finkle) Liftman

Sometimes, I  
look back and wonder: 

Did I stop often  
enough to tell my 

mother I loved her? 
Did I ever get  
short with her? 

Did I sometimes seem 
unappreciative?

Happy 
Mother’s 

Day!



INTERNATIONAL  
JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

The JCCNS International Jewish 
Film Festival is back this May with 

12 award-winning movies. 

MAY 12: An Act of 
Defiance In this riveting historical 
drama, political activists face 
a possible death sentence for 
conspiracy to commit sabotage 
following their arrest by the 
apartheid South African government 
during a raid in the town of Rivonia 
in the summer of 1963. Bram 
Fischer, a sympathetic lawyer, risks his career and freedom 
to defend the men, attempting to hide the fact that he, too, 
frequently convened on the farm where they were arrested. 
5:00 pm. $15. 

MAY 15: “RBG” At the age 
of 84, US Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg has developed 
a breathtaking legal legacy while 
becoming an unexpected pop culture 
icon. The unique personal journey of 
this diminutive, quiet warrior’s rise to 
the nation’s highest court has been 
largely unknown, even to some of her 
biggest fans – until now. RBG is a 

revelatory documentary exploring Ginsburg’s exceptional life 
and career.1:30 p.m. $15. 

Both movies at Warwick Place, 123 Pleasant St., 
Marblehead. Tickets: eventbrite.com/e/jccns-international-
jewish-film-festival-tickets-44699948750.

For more movies and reserve your seats, go jccns.org  
or call 781-631-8330.
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With a theme of r:EVOLUTION, the 2018
Festival brings world-class artists such 
as the Emerson, Brentano and Dover
quartets, Cliburn winner Yekwon Sunwoo,
young vocal sensation Davóne Tines, 
A Far Cry, the incomparable Pinchas 
Zukerman Trio, and much more.

Dianne Reeves

Gordon Lightfoot
Naturally 7
Raul Malo | Lee Ritenour
Arlo Guthrie | Dianne Reeves
Joe Lovano | The Subdudes
Kurt Elling | Jim Messina
Riders in the Sky
John Sebastian

SPRING-SUMMER 2018

Highlights

Yekwon Sunwoo

JAZZ &
FOLK

Rockport Chamber Music Festival

27 PLEASANT STREET
GLOUCESTER, MASS.
capeannmuseum.orgHarold Rotenberg (1905–2011), Still Life [detail], undated.  

Gouache on board. Private collection.

CAPE ANN
M U S E U M
ART  HISTORY  CULTURE

HAROLD 
ROTENBERG
An American 
Impressionist
APRIL 14–JUNE 17, 2018
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Looking Ahead

MAY 11
PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT SHALOM CIRCLE Families with children 8 
and younger, including babies, parents, grandparents and friends, are 
invited to celebrate a joyous Shabbat with stories, songs, friendship and 
a free dinner and dessert. 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. Reservations are requested.  
For more information or to RSVP, contact Phyllis Osher at 978-740-4404 
or posher@lappinfoundation.org.  Walk-ins are welcome. Congregation 
Ahavas Achim, 53 ½ Washington Street in Newburyport. 

MAY 12
PJ LIBRARY MUSICAL HAVDALAH Celebrate Havdalah (the end of 
Shabbat) with music and casual Middle Eastern fare. Pick up a drum 
and enjoy an interactive and unique musical performance with Saragail 
Benjamin. Make new friends, reconnect with old and enjoy a relaxing 
evening at the beautiful and historic house and grounds of the Beebe 
Estate. 4:30-6:30 p.m. For families with children ages 0-8 years. $15/
family. bostonjcc.org/musicalhavdalah. For more information contact 
contact metronorth@jccgb.org. 235 West Foster St., Melrose.

THROUGH 
MAY 
18



MAY 13
PAINT A MOTHER’S DAY 
PORTRAIT  Join New England 
Yachad and Temple Emanu-El for 
our North Shore Kids’ Creative Arts 
Program. Kids in grades 1-6 (ages 
6-13) are invited to join creative arts 
series with local artist Shira Moss. 
$10. Children should be dropped 
off.  Healthy snacks will be served. 
12:30 - 2 p.m. Contact: Alessandra 
Rigamonti at rigamontia@ou.org or 
617-209-6799 ext. 9. Temple Emanu-
El, 393 Atlantic Ave., Marblehead.

MAY 14
THE TRUE STORY OF 
SHAVUOT. Join Temple Sinai for 
a Monday night series with Rabbi 
David Cohen-Henriquez. 7:30 p.m. 
Temple Sinai, 1 Community Road, 
Marblehead. templesinaiweb.org, 
781-631-2763

MAY 15
COOKING WITH RAIZEL: 
SHAVUOT EDITION Beyond 
Blintzes a Jewish Womens Circle 
Event. Shavuot is traditionally 
celebrated with dairy foods. In this 
class we will cook new recipes 
that will take us beyond the blintz 
using dairy and dairy alternatives 
in delicious ways. Learn about the 
message and lessons of Shavout. 
7:30 p.m. $10 in advance; $15 at 
the door. RSVP at JewishPeabody.
com. Chabad of Peabody Jewish 
Center, 682 Lowell St., Peabody.

JEWISH MEDITATION CIRCLE 
Rabbi Greg Hersh will lead a 
monthly (third Wednesday of 
the month) Jewish meditation 
circle. No experience necessary. 
Free. wakefieldtemple.org, 781-
245-1886. Temple Emmanuel 
of Wakefield, 120 Chestnut St., 
Wakefield.

MAY 16
KESHET WORKSHOP: 
Making Our Organizations 
Inclusive for the LGBTQ 
Community. Keshet trains and 
supports Jewish educators, 
clergy, program staff, youth, 
and lay leaders to ensure 
that LGBTQ youth, families, 
and staff are safe, affirmed, 
and celebrated in all Jewish 
educational and community 
settings. Using a mix of case-
study/scenario work, text study, 
and institutional assessment, 
participants are given concrete 
tools for use in their professional 
roles in the Jewish community. 
9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Free. Temple 
Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody.

MAY 18
MUSICAL KABBALAT 
SHABBAT SERVICE 
Congregation Ahavas Achim 
(CAA) hosts Bashert (Yiddish for 
“meant to be” or “destined to 
be together”) Kabbalat Shabbat 

Service followed by light dairy 
supper. Bashert is an ensemble 
of vocalists and instrumentalists, 
all members of Congregation 
Beth Israel of the Merrimack 
Valley. The band strives to 
engage the Jewish community 
through musical Friday night 
services, drawing on a variety of 
sources for melodies for Kabbalat 
Shabbat (welcoming the Jewish 
Sabbath).  Each selection in 
the Kabbalat Shabbat service 
is arranged by the group, with 
sounds that range from soulful 
and contemplative to joyous and 
uplifting.  Congregation Ahavas 
Achim, 53 ½ Washington St., 
Newburyport.

LUNCH AND LEARN: A Visit 
to the Homeland. A talk with 
JCCNS Executive Director, 
Marty Schneer, who will share 
highlights of the recent trip to 
Israel, organized by the JCCNS 
and the Lappin Foundation. $10 
per person. Register in advance 
by May 14th by calling 781-631-
8330. 11:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

YOUNG FAMILY SHABBAT 
Friday night Shabbat service, 
songs, dinner and dessert for 
young families. All are welcome. 
Free. 5 - 6 p.m. Jewish Community 
Center of the North Shore, 4 
Community Road, Marblehead.

ARTSBRIDGE WITH DEB 
NATHAN Artsbridge’s flagship 
Summer Leadership Development 
program has impacted the lives of 
hundreds of Israeli, Palestinian and 
American teens, teaching them 
how to work creatively across 
their differences and to develop 
innovative approaches to complex 
human problems. Deb Nathan will 
discuss the exciting changes to 
the Artsbridge program, as well 
as discuss her current research on 
the impact the program has had on 
its alumni. 8 p.m. service, with the 
speaker following. Temple Sinai, 1 
Community Road, Marblehead.

A Very Happy Mother’s Day  
To All Our Mothers!

REMEMBER TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY
SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm

Luncheon Specials:  MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm
TEL 978-531-3366 • FAX 978-531-3060 • www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
F I N E  C H I N E S E  C U I S I N E
373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200

Week of Friday, May 11, 2018 through Thursday, May 17, 2018

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

DEADPOOL 2 (R) 
Thu: 7:00 PM

AVENGERS: INFINITY WAR (PG-13) 
Fri: (3:30), 6:45, 9:50

Sat: (12:00), (3:30), 6:45, 9:50
Sun: (12:00), (3:30), 6:45
Mon - Thu: (3:45), 7:00

CHAPPAQUIDDICK (PG-13) 
Fri: (4:45), 7:15, 9:40

Sat: (11:45 AM), (2:15),  
(4:45), 7:15, 9:40

Sun: (11:45 AM), (2:15), (4:45), 7:15
Mon - Thu: (4:45), 7:15

A QUIET PLACE (PG-13) 
Fri: (4:15), 7:00, 9:15 • Sat: (11:30 AM), 

(1:50), (4:15), 7:00, 9:15
Sun: (11:30 AM), (1:50), (4:15), 7:00

Mon - Wed: (4:15), 6:45 • Thu: (4:15 PM)

BACK TO BURGUNDY  
(CE QUI NOUS LIE) (NR) 

Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater
Fri: (4:40), 7:20, 9:20

Sat: (11:50 AM), (2:40),  
(4:40), 7:20, 9:20

Sun: (11:50 AM), (2:40), (4:40), 7:20
Mon - Thu: (4:40), 7:20

THIS PERFECT PLACE:  
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
(NR) 

Mon - Thu: 4:30 PM

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

Fri: 6:35 PM • Sat & Sun: 2:00, 6:35
Mon - Thu: 6:35 PM

Visit our website for other showtimes

The True Story of...Shavuot with Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez 
Monday, May 14th  | 7:30 pm  

Artsbridge with Deb Nathan  
Friday, May 18th | 8:00 pm Service | Speaker Following 
Deb Nathan will discuss the exciting changes to the Artsbridge program,
as well as discuss her current research on the impact the program has had
on its alumni. Reservations requested to susan.templesinai@gmail.com or
781.631.2763 (ext. 201) 

Lunch & Learn with Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez 
Thursdays, June 7th, 14th, 21st  | 11:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Join us at Temple Sinai for a comparative study among the major religious
movements in Judaism - Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, and
Reconstructionist - on the topics of God, Torah, and Israel.  Lunch
provided. Reservations requested to susan.templesinai@gmail.com or
781.631.2763 (ext. 201) 

American Jewish Composers with the Temple Sinai Band 
Deeper Cuts, From Dylan to The Ramones 
Sunday, June 24th  | Minyan at 9:00 am | Breakfast following at 9:30 am 
$10.00 per person | RSVP Requested  
Learn more about this event or any of our new programs on our website
below or our Facebook Page!   
Purchase tickets at www.templesinaiweb.org 

M
A

Y
JU

N
E

All are welcome!
Please contact the Temple Office for more information  

and to RSVP to these exciting programs!

1 Community Road Marblehead, MA | 781.631.2763 |  www.templesinaiweb.org

Find us on 
Facebook!

Temple Sinai 

TWO JEWS WALK 
INTO A WAR...
by  Seth Rozin    
directed by  Will leboW
music consultation by  

hankuS netSky,
klezmeR conSeRvatoRy band

ThROugh MAY 20/2018
Mosesian Center for the Arts 

321 arsenal st, watertown

newrep.org
617-923-8487

a hilarious existential 
comedy about the 
last two Jews in 
afghanistan

Photo by andrew brilliant/brilliant Pictures
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MAY 19
2ND ANNUAL CHEESECAKE 
BAKE-OFF. 7 p.m. service; 7:30 
pm. tasting & judging begins. 
Congregation Shirat Hayam, 55 
Atlantic Ave., Swampscott.

MAY 19-MAY 20

TIKKUN LEIL SHAVUOT 
Shavuot is the commemoration 
of the Israelites receiving the 
Torah. Based on the belief that the 
heavens will open on Shavuot, the 
tradition is to stay up and study the 
night away in the hopes of seeing 
this divine sight. The occasion 
begins at 11:30 p.m. at the Havurah 
with the Ma’ariv service. Beginning 
at midnight, four individuals teach, 
each about a topic of his or her 
choice. The culmination of the night 
is the morning davening, which 
includes the regular service, the 
reading of the Ten Commandments 
and Yizkor. By 7 a.m. in the 
morning, we will be heading for 
breakfast and a well-deserved rest. 
11:30 p.m. - until Sunday, May 20, 
7 a.m. Havurat Shalom, 113 College 
Ave., Somerville.

MAY 20
SHAVUOT with Temple Sinai. 
Services to celebrate the holiday. 
9:30 a.m. 1 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

THROUGH MAY 20

TWO JEWS WALK INTO A 
WAR What do you do if you’re the 
last two Jews in Afghanistan? You 
rewrite the Torah, of course. Ishaq 
and Zeblyan are on a mission to 
save Judaism in Kabul by rebuilding 
their synagogue and keeping the 
faith alive – but only if they don’t 
kill each other first. Jeremiah Kissel 
(Fiddler on the Roof, Broken Glass, 
The King of Second Avenue) and 
Joel Colodner (Regular Singing, 
Freud’s Last Session, Imagining 
Madoff) star in this vaudeville-
inspired play, doing their best in a 
shtick-y situation. Mosesian Center 
for the Arts in Watertown. More 
info and tickets at newrep.org/
productions/two-jews-walk-war/.

MAY 23-24
ZAMIR GOES BAROQUE 
In the intimate environment of 
Brandeis University’s Slosberg 
Concert Hall, Zamir and friends 
explore rarely heard Jewish 
polyphony from the 17th and 
early 18th centuries: synagogue 
motets (and a few love songs) 
by Salamone Rossi Hebreo of 
Mantua, Cantata ebraica by Carlo 
Grossi of Venice, Louis Saladin’s 
Canticum Hebraicum, written for 
the Provençal Jewish community, 
excerpts from Giuseppe Lidarti’s 
oratorio Ester, composed in 
Hebrew for the Jewish community 
in Amsterdam, and more. Zamir 
will be joined by an awesome 

instrumental ensemble, led by 
renowned violinist Daniel Stepner. 
This concert is a part of Newton 
Festival of the Arts 2018. 7:30 
p.m. TIckets at  zamir.org/ Slosberg 
Recital Hall, Brandeis University, 
415 South St., Waltham.

SHAVUOT LUNCH & ICE 
CREAM PARTY Delicious dairy 
lunch with ice cream bar. Hear the 
reading of the Ten Commandments 
and  enjoy pastas; cheese cakes; 
blintzes; Ice Cream Bar with 
toppings; games; stories. Free 
and open to all. Free. 11 a.m. - 1 
p.m. RSVP at JewishPeabody.com.  
Chabad of Peabody Jewish Center, 
682 Lowell St., Peabody.

MAY 24
WINE AND CHEESE 
RECEPTION to honor Mark 
Gelfand, 2018 recipient of the Edith 
Bloch Award, featuring author 
and lecturer, Grant Lichtman. 
Dessert to follow program. Event 
is free and open to the community. 
RSVP by May 15th to jrosen@
epsteinhillel.org or 781-639-2880. 
Six Community Road, Marblehead.

JUNE 3
MODELING WOMEN’S 
LEADERSHIP Synagogue 
Council office invite the community 
for a Champagne reception and 
keynote panel featuring prominent 
and innovative leaders including 
Ruthanne Fuller, the first female 
Mayor of Newton, health care 
advocate and educator, Lauren 
Corduck, and others. The event will 
launch a new initiative to cultivate 
women’s mentorship and young 
leadership in congregations and 
in the Jewish Community. 5:30 
p.m.info@synagoguecouncil.org, 
617-244-6506. Temple Emunah, 
Lexington. 

JUNE 12
HONORING DEBORAH AND 
MARTIN GREENSTEIN. 
Temple B’nai Abraham (TBA) will 
honor long-time TBA members at its 
annual gala. The Gala will take place 
at Bill Hanney’s North Shore Music 
Theatre in Beverly. Tickets are $80 
per person and include horsd’oeuvre 
reception, a seat to the Theater’s 
opening production of MAME, 
intermission dessert reception. For 
tickets and information contact Deb 
Shutzman at 978-927-3211, or deb.
schutzman@tbabeverly.org.

 

At CJP, we make a bigger difference. With partners in 
every corner of our community, we combine expertise 
and resources to create positive, life-changing results 
for people in need, for our friends in Israel, and for the 
future of the Jewish community.

Visit cjp.org/events to register  
or for more information.

Get Involved with CJP: Upcoming Events

Celebrate Israel Festival
Sunday, May 6 | 12:00–5:00 p.m.
Flynn Cruiseport, Boston Cruise Terminal
1 Black Falcon Avenue, South Boston
$5 per person until April 27 
$8 per person after April 27 or at the door   
Children ages 2 and under free

Join CJP and Boston’s Israeli American Council (IAC)  
for a community-wide celebration of Israel’s 70th 
birthday. Experience three floors of activities for the 
whole family that showcase the best of Israel, from 
cooking demos and an exhibit of Israeli innovation 
in Boston to markets with Israeli foods and crafts by 
local artisans. There will also be an Ethiopian-Israeli 
dance workshop, an Israeli-inspired rhythm and dance 
performance by DrumatiX, and a musical show for  
kids by popular Israeli children’s entertainers!

Annual Pomegranate Society & Friends:  
Women Who Dare
Monday, May 7 | 6:30 p.m.
Boston Marriott Newton
2345 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton

Featuring New York Times bestselling author  
Jennifer Weiner

Let’s be women who dare. Dare to be strong, to lead,  
to change the world. Join us as we define what it means 
to make an impact and be agents of change. We’ll learn 
how, through CJP’s Women’s Philanthropy, we’re able 
to address our most challenging needs and reach our 
community’s highest aspirations. Jennifer Weiner will 
inspire us with stories of perseverance, strength, and  
the importance of standing together to create change.

This event is open to any woman who gives $500 or 
more to CJP’s Annual Campaign, either in her own  
name or as part of a family gift.

Celebrating Inclusion:  
Opening Doors to Jewish Community
Tuesday, May 15  
Cocktail reception 6:30 p.m. | Program 7:30 p.m.
Temple Emanuel | 385 Ward Street, Newton

Featuring Kitty Dukakis and former Governor Michael 
Dukakis in a conversation about supporting people 
with mental health challenges. Our community will 
also welcome new congregations into the Ruderman 
Synagogue Inclusion Project (RSIP) and honor the 
wonderful work of our current RSIP Partners and 
Affiliates. RSIP is a partnership between CJP and the 
Ruderman Family Foundation that supports synagogues 
in creating communities where people of all abilities are 
valued equally and participate fully.

Space at this event is limited and we’re expecting an 
enthusiastic response, so pre-registration is required.  
Please register by Monday, May 7.

6 Community Road, Marblehead, MA 01945 | 617-457-8500

Kraft Family Building | 126 High Street, Boston, MA 02110 | 617-457-8500

Dietary laws are observed at all CJP events.

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington St., Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Closed Saturdays

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise, contact lois@jewishjournal.org 
or marcy@jewishjournal.org or call 978-745-4111

Event Planning
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Many of the activities formerly 
conducted in Lynn were moved 
to Temple Israel in Swampscott 
while community leaders like 
Harold O. Zimman, Bob Lappin, 
Eli Cohen and Jack Stahl worked 
hard to raise the million dollars 
necessary to build the sprawl-
ing, state-of-the-art JCC they 
envisioned. By 1969, the capital 
campaign was complete, and a 
groundbreaking ceremony was 
held. The new center was com-
pleted in 1972. 

Though a powerful symbol 
of Jewish success, the JCC of 
the North Shore has served as 
a gathering point for Jews and 
non-Jews alike from a variety 
of places, who are attracted to 
its facilities and programming. 
Stahl, who is a lifetime member 
of the Board of Directors, is just 
as pleased with the current JCC 
as he was with the Lynn JCC of 
his youth. “I’m so proud that we 

did it,” he said. “It’s a fabulous 
building. They have the best 
health club, the best preschool, 
the best camp right now. It’s still 
a great place for Jewish kids and 
Jewish people.”

The last addition to the Hill 
followed a similar path to that 
of Sinai and the JCC – it began 
in Lynn under a different name, 
and moved to various make-
shift locations before settling 
into its current incarnation on 
Community Road. What is now 
known as the Epstein Hillel 
School began in 1955 as the 
Lynn Hebrew Day School, which 
was housed in the same build-
ing as the Lynn Hebrew School. 
In 1962 it changed its name 
to the Hillel Academy of the 
North Shore and moved into the 
“Mansion” on Atlantic Avenue in 
Swampscott that had once held 
Temple Sinai. As enrollment 
grew, the school began renting 
out space in Temple Israel class-
rooms until the late 1970s, when 
a campaign was started to build 
a permanent school. 

“Eli Cohen spent his sum-
mers at a cottage near Tel Noar, 
and in the late ’70s a group 

of us went up to see him and 
asked for a freestanding school 
for Hillel,” remembers George 
Freedman. “So he gave the first 
major gift, and we had a com-
munity campaign.” 

Community Road was a nat-
ural fit for the site of the new 
school, because there was still 
land available, and a Jewish day 
school would surely benefit from 
close proximity to the JCC and a 
synagogue. The JCC gave Hillel 
a 100-year lease on the prop-
erty next door. Groundbreaking 
began in 1985, and the current 
school was completed in 1987. It 

was renamed the Eli and Bessie 
Cohen Hillel Academy to honor 
the Cohens’ generosity. As with 
Temple Sinai and the JCC, a 
surge of enrollment followed 
the construction of the new 
building. The combination of a 
new facility, affordable tuition, 
and the dedicated, passionate 
leadership of principal Bennett 
Solomon led to a golden age for 
Cohen Hillel. 

“There was excitement,” 
recalls Freedman, who sent 
both his kids to Hillel. “Solomon 
went and recruited families – he 
wouldn’t take no for an answer. 

He was so well-liked. Plus after 
being in a basement, the new-
ness of the school made it an 
exciting place – there was a lot 
of momentum.”

Various factors led to a grad-
ual drop in enrollment over the 
years, but the combination of a 
recent gift from philanthropist 
Arthur Epstein, (which led to the 
school’s name change in 2017), 
and the leadership of princi-
pal Amy Gold have ensured that 
the school will remain viable for 
years to come.

The congruence of three ven-
erable yet dynamic institutions 
has led to an entire generation 
of Jewish kids who spent their 
childhoods on The Hill over-
looking the ocean. “My entire 
life took place on Community 
Road from first to eighth grade,” 
recalls a local resident who 
went to Hillel, Temple Sinai and 
attended programs at the JCC. 
“Whenever I conjure up a mem-
ory from my childhood, chances 
are it took place there.” 

When the land was pur-
chased 60 years ago, that’s likely 
exactly what everyone had in 
mind. 

REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

Weaver OrthOdOntics
Orthodontics for Adults, Adolescents and Children

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street  /  Swampscott, MA 01907

781-581-1550  /  www.weaverortho.com

HEARING

Doctor Trusted, Patient Voted #1
600 Loring Avenue, Salem, MA

978-607-0062 • renewhearing.net

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME HEALTH CARE

Specializing in private duty home care  
for over 25 years • Fully insured

TONYA NASH
Hours: 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

781-775-7284
www.TopsPassionateHomeCare.com

TOPS PASSIONATE
PRIVATE HOME CARE

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

HEALTH SERVICES
OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

To advertise in this directory, contact 

Lois Kaplan at lois@jewishjournal.org

or 

Marcy Grand at marcy@jewishjournal.org

 or call 978-745-4111
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‘The Hill’
from page 1

The Women’s League Committee reviews plans for the new JCC in 
1959. It opened in Marblehead in 1972.

From left, Temple Sinai, the Jewish Community Center of the North Shore, and the Epstein Hillel School.

Jack Stahl, past JCC president 



Carolyn (Trockman) Goldman 
of Swampscott, entered into rest 
on April 29, 2018, surrounded by 
her loving family. She was 90.

Born in Brookline, she was 
the daughter of the late Max 
and Alexandrina (Schaeffer) 
Trockman. She was the beloved 
wife of Harris Lee Goldman for 
64 years before his passing in 
2012. 

A graduate of Brookline 
High School, Carolyn obtained 
a bachelor’s degree from Smith 
College and later earned a mas-
ter’s degree from Simmons 
School of Social Work. She was 
employed at Union Hospital for 
21 years. 

Those left to cherish Carolyn’s 
memory are her devoted chil-
dren Joan Finn and her husband 
Michael of Marblehead, and 
Charles Goldman and his wife 
Jody of Swampscott; her cher-
ished grandchildren Andrew 
Finn and his wife Stephanie, 
Doug Finn and his wife Emily, 
Cam Goldman, and Sydney 
Goldman; her cherished great-
granddaughter Caroline Juliet 
Finn; and her loving sister-
in-law Maxine Goldman of 
Swampscott. She was prede-
ceased by her sister Muriel Witty.

Funeral services were held 
privately. Contributions in 
Carolyn’s memory may be 
made to Temple Emanu-El 
of Marblehead, 393 Atlantic 
Ave., Marblehead, MA 01945. 
Arrangements were handled by 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 

Chapel, Salem. To register in the 
online guestbook, visit www. 
stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Carolyn (Trockman) Goldman, 90, of Swampscott

Family-owned and operated since 1933

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River MA 02720
10 Vinnin Street, Salem MA 01970

Peace of mind is priceless. Avoid crisis and provide 
comfort with  Advance Planning of final arrangements.

Call us today for a free Personal Planning Guide 
781-581-2300

If a death occurred yesterday... 
...what would your family be facing today?

Two convenient locations servicing families throughout Greater Boston,  
North Shore, South Shore, Sharon Memorial Park and MetroWest.

Slotnick Monuments
232 Fuller Street, Everett, MA 02149
617-387-3980
Production facility / Sales office / Outdoor display 
Full service drafting and sandblasting shop

Slotnick’s MetroWest Monuments
5 Edgell Road, Suite 1
Framingham Centre, MA 01701
508-872-1400
Corporate office / Sales office / Indoor display

SC
Memorial Group

Est. 1910

Drive carefully…
               We can wait.

www.scsmg.net

P.O. Box 2104 (Workman’s Circle), Peabody, MA 01960
978-531-0606 ~ maplehillcemeterypeabody@gmail.com

www.maplehillcemetery.com
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Honor your friend  
or loved one  

with a donation to  
the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of Jewish life  

in our communities.

LEGACY

OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief 
notices for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 200 words 
cost $100; longer submissions 
will be charged accordingly. 
Photographs cost $25 each; 
emailed photos should be sent 
as jpeg or tiff files. Submissions 
are subject to editing for style 
and space limitations. Obituaries 
can be mailed, faxed, emailed 
or hand-delivered to our office. 
For further information, contact 
your local funeral home; call 
Andrew at the Jewish Journal 
at 978-745-4111 x174; or email 
andrew@jewishjournal.org.

Gerald Afrow passed on 
May 1, 2018 at Massachusetts 
General Hospital. He was 80.

He will be lovingly remem-
bered by Beverly (Kaplan) 
Afrow, his wife of 57 years; his 
son Stephen (Afrow) Mykel of 
Los Angeles, CA; his daughter 
Lynne (Afrow) Ellis of Boxford 
and her husband Matt Ellis and 
her granddaughter Abigail; and 
his two brothers, Mitchell Afrow 
of Lynnfield and Allan Afrow of 
Boca Raton, FL.

Born and raised in Chelsea, 
the son of Horner and Esther 
Afrow, Gerald served in the US 
Army and reached the rank of 
captain. He received a Master’s 
in Education from Suffolk 
University. Gerald worked as 

a special education teacher in 
Beverly. He also worked for the 
United States Postal Service.

Gerald was a devoted husband, 
father, grandfather and friend. 
Gerald retired early and spent 20 
years traveling and enjoying life.

A funeral was held on May 
4 at Temple Tiferet Shalom, 
with burial at Puritan Lawn 
Memorial Park in Peabody. In 
lieu of flowers, the family asks 
that donations in Gerald’s 
memory be sent to the Special 
Olympics of Massachusetts. 
Arrangements were handled by 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Funeral 
Chapel, Salem. For more infor-
mation or to register in the 
online guestbook, visit www.
stanetskyhymanson salem.com. 

Gerald Afrow, 80, of Beverly, formerly of Chelsea

SWAMPSCOTT – When 
asked how her career path 
had veered from early child-
hood education to a long 
career as a national advocate 
for animal welfare and res-
cue, Randi Lynne (Shapiro) 
Cohen would explain that 
children and animals both 
required patience and need-
ed someone who would be 
their advocate.

She spent the first part 
of her career as a teacher, 
preferring to teach in an 
underserved school district 
in Lynn, before opening a 
travel agency in Salem with 
her husband Gerry Cohen. After the death of her 
husband, Mrs. Cohen started volunteering at 
Northeast Animal Shelter, helping her sister Cindi 
Shapiro, who founded the Shelter in 1976. Mrs. 
Cohen took on a variety of responsibilities before 
eventually becoming executive director.

Mrs. Cohen passed away peacefully early on 
the morning of April 26, 2018, of complications 
from a recently discovered heart condition. She 
was 75. She was a lifelong resident of Swampscott. 

Mrs. Cohen was a graduate of Lasell College 
in Newton, where she earned her degree in early 
childhood education before she attended and 
graduated from Syracuse University in New York. 

As a lifelong animal lover, Mrs. Cohen became 
a driving force at Northeast Animal Shelter, a no-
kill shelter that has rescued more than 130,000 
dogs and cats and placed them in loving homes 
throughout New England.

She helped expand the Shelter’s national advo-
cacy for rescuing homeless animals who were 
unwanted and under the threat of being eutha-
nized. When she received an urgent appeal during 
the Hurricane Isaac evacuation in Florida, she 

welcomed dozens of home-
less dogs and then issued her 
own local appeal to residents, 
urging them to adopt those 
animals. “We’re in crisis mode 
and need families to save 
these dogs,” she wrote on the 
Shelter’s website. 

“Randi loved life,” said her 
brother Donald Shapiro, a 
director of the Shelter. “Most 
of all, she loved her family. 
She encouraged them to work 
hard and find their own road 
to success.” 

Mr. Shapiro said his sister 
became even more involved 
in the Shelter when it was 

expanded to increase the shelter’s capacity to 
rescue animals. “She often worked well past din-
ner time,” said Mr. Shapiro. “As a persuasive and 
impassioned advocate of helping homeless ani-
mals, she became the face of Northeast Animal 
Shelter. She was delighted when people she didn’t 
know would recognize her on the street after 
reading one of her carefully written fundraising 
appeals or seeing her on TV.”

Her oldest son, Greg Cohen, said “She was a 
Mom of Moms – always there for her family. She 
was one of the great listeners, an angel to many 
people and tens of thousands of rescued animals. 
She touched everyone with her positive attitude, 
ever-present smile, and ability to never let obsta-
cles stand in her way.”

Her son Scott said of his mother: “She was the 
sweetest, most caring, compassionate woman, 
leader, and matriarch, that anyone could ever ask 
for. Her kind words, positive attitude, and endless 
love were sprinkled everywhere and left an indel-
ible mark on everyone who was fortunate enough 
to be in her presence. She will be forever missed, 

Nationally renowned advocate for animal welfare and rescue 
at Northeast Animal Shelter in Salem, Randi Lynne (Shapiro) 
Cohen, passes away peacefully at the age of 75

continued on page 20
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but forever remembered!”
One of Mrs. Cohen’s many 

friends said, “Randi had such a 
presence, and her compassion 
was evident. She was the engine 
that made Northeast Animal 
Shelter run.” Another friend 
said “Randi’s three sons were 
everything to her, and her three 
grandchildren were the light of 
her life. She was happiest when 
surrounded by family.”

Mrs. Cohen is the third gen-
eration of the Shapiro fam-
ily that founded Maryland Cup 
Corporation, a Fortune 500 com-
pany that produced disposable 
paper and plastic containers 
under the name “Sweetheart,” 
and ice cream cones under the 
name “Eat-It-All.”

Mrs. Cohen was predeceased 
by her loving husband Gerald 
K. Cohen, her father Samuel 
N. Shapiro, and her mothers 
Mae Rita Shapiro and Bernice 
Shapiro. She is survived by her 
three beloved sons Gregory and 

his wife Nancy (Einstein) of 
West Newton, Scott and his wife 
Dorian (Boomer) of Lincoln, 
and Michael and his fiancé 
Adrian Frandle of New York City; 
her brother Donald Shapiro and 
his wife Robin of Palm Beach 
Gardens, FL; her sister Cindi 
Shapiro and her husband Bruce 
Munson of Beverly; her three 
grandchildren Sydney Cohen, 
Jack Cohen, and Hunter Cohen; 
her seven nieces and nephews; 
and her eight grand-nieces and 
-nephews.

Funeral services were held 
on April 30, followed by a pri-
vate burial. Donations in her 
name can be made to Northeast 
Animal Shelter (www.neas.org), 
347 Highland Ave., Salem, MA 
01970. Arrangements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. For 
more information or to register 
in the online guestbook, visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.
com.

Beatrice (Kutchen) Marcus of 
Danvers, formerly of Revere and 
Marblehead, the beloved wife 
of 69 years of the late Herbert 
Marcus, died on May 4, 2018, at 
the Brightview Assisted Living 
Center. She was 97.

Born in Revere, she was the 
daughter of the late Nathan and 
Sarah (Most) Kutchen. Raised 
and educated in Revere, she 
was a graduate of Revere High 
School. Beatrice was a home-
maker and worked by her hus-
band’s side at the Swiss Watch 
Maker in Cambridge, where 
they were owner/operators for 
many years. She was a loving 
wife, mother, grandmother and 
aunt who will be deeply missed.

Beatrice is survived by her 
children Dr. Donald A. Marcus 
and his wife Janis of Methuen, 
and Barbara Lombard and her 
husband David of Winthrop; her 
grandchildren Johnna and Alex; 
her brother David Kutchen; and 
her niece Amy Darst.

A memorial gathering was 
held at Torf Funeral Chapel, 
Chelsea, on May 8. Interment 
followed in New Jewish Deed 
Holders Cemetery, Everett. 
Contributions in Beatrice’s 
memory may be made to Angell 
Animal Medical Ctr., 350 S. 
Huntington Ave., Boston, MA 
02130. For an online guestbook, 
visit www.torffuneralservice.
com.

Beatrice (Kutchen) Marcus, 97, of Danvers, 
formerly of Revere and Marblehead

Randi Lynne (Shapiro) Cohen
from page 19

NOTICES
GREENBERG, Irene (Kaplan) 
– late of Malden, formerly of 
Chelsea. Died on April 30, 
2018. Wife of the late Philip 
Greenberg. Mother of Elyse 
Greenberg, Paul Greenberg, 
and the late Stuart Greenberg. 
Grandmother of three. (Torf)

OXMAN, Martin, 92 – late of 
Winthrop, formerly of Revere 
and Malden. Died on April 
26, 2018. Husband of Elaine 
(Santer). Father of Joyce and 
her husband Lawrence Scanzillo, 
and Robyn and her husband 
Sandy Steinberger. Grandfather 
of Allie Steinberger, Max 
Steinberger, Rachel Scanzillo, 
and Lily Scanzillo. Brother of 
Dorothy Novak and the late 
Robert Oxman. (Goldman)

ROBINSON-TARLOW, Bella 
“Belle,” 93 – late of Swampscott, 
formerly of Marblehead. Died 
on April 23, 2018. Wife of the 
late Samuel D. Robinson and 

Lawrence E. Tarlow. Daughter 
of the late Samuel and Celia 
(Spigelman) Katz. Mother of 
Leslie Freedman and her hus-
band Dr. Harold Freedman 
of Swampscott, and Marc 
Robinson and his wife Merri of 
Raleigh, NC. Grandmother of 
Jill Schwartz and her husband 
Jeffrey, Evan Freedman and 
his wife Channy, and Jessica 
Gorelick and her husband Evan. 
Great-grandmother of Abigail 
Schwartz, Talia Schwartz, Caden 
Burger, Zella Burger, Noah 
Gorelick, and Alex Freedman. 
Sister of the late George 
Kates and the late Celia Unik. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

SORKIN, Rosalyn “Honey” 
(Shapiro), 87 – late of Revere, 
formerly of Chelsea and 
Swampscott. Died on April 27, 
2018. Wife of the late Richard J. 
Sorkin. Mother of Nancy Sorkin, 
Shari and her husband Robert 

Cashman, and Dr. Jeffrey and 
Amy Sorkin. Cherished bubbe of 
Alyssa, Haley, Jessica, Amanda, 
and Jeremy. Daughter of the 
late Harry and Ethel Shapiro. 
Sister of the late Joseph 
Shapiro, Nettie Kamens, and 
Mitchell Shapiro. Sister-in-law 
of Kenneth and Karen Sorkin. 
Aunt of many nieces and neph-
ews. (Goldman)

ZIGELBAUM, Joel G., 84 – late 
of Lynn, formerly of Malden. 
Died on May 5, 2018. Husband 
of Sandra (Kaplan) Zigelbaum. 
Father of Todd and his wife 
Allison Zigelbaum, and Gary 
and his wife Bonnie Zigelbaum. 
Grandfather of Jessica and her 
husband Spencer Mahoney, 
Ryan Zigelbaum, Zachary 
Zigelbaum, and Sophia 
Zigelbaum. Brother of Irma and 
her husband Arthur Sternburg, 
and Ira and his wife Beverly 
Zigelbaum. (Goldman)

Barry & Rosalyn Abrams
Barbara Bender Abramson  

in memory of Sid Abramson
David & Arlene Addis in honor of the 

first birthday of our great-grandson 
Nathaniel Ryan Waxman

Jo Anne & Marty Appelstein
Rachel Baker in memory of  

my daughter Ellen Cholfin Elbaz
Abraham Baron
Michael & Juliet Barr
Norman Berkowitz  

in memory of Marilyn Berkowitz
Evelyn & Arthur Bernstein
Helena Book and Family in memory of 

Stanley & Ethel Stopper
Barbara Bornstein
Sheldon & Fran Brown
Celia R Brown  

in memory of Simon Malkin
Mel & Lori Chandler in memory of 

Ruthe (Averbuck) Brown
Michael Chandler & Jaquelyn Chandler 

in memory of Johanna Sherwood
Estelle Cohen
Harvey Cohen
Irma Cohen
Barby Comins
Mitchell Comins
Allen & Marilyn Cramer
Rita Datz
The Dexter Family
Linda Donahue in memory of  

Dad Theodore Kane and  
Mom Marion Kane Harris

Carl & Barbara Eisenberg

Marsha & Lawrence Feffer
Dr Robert & Shelley Freedman
Aron & Bella & Vadim Fridman
Burt & Ina Friedman
Howard M Frisch
Gloria Gerrig
Thelma Gibbs
M & M Richard Giller
Louis Goldish
Marion Goldman
Francine Goldstein
Janice & Sumner Goldstein
Dr Michael & Victoria Goldstein
Nancy M Goldstein
Phyllis & Robert Grant
Natalie Greenblatt  

in memory of Allen Greenblatt
Michael & Arlene Greenstein
Saul Gurman
Debbie & Ron Hallett
Saul & Betty Heller
Harris & Susan Hochberg
Gigi Hooker
Elaine G Israelsohn
Susan Jacobs & Andrea Ring  

in memory of Jerry Ogan
Harriett Kaplan
Judy Kaplan in memory of  

Gary & Linda Kaplan
Richard C Kaplan
Jean & Harvey Karp
Betty Kaufman
Barry & Lynn Kepnes 
In honor of Bill & Betty Needleman  

& Richard & Arlene Kovner by their 
grandchildren Zachary & Karli Kovner

Jack & Barbara Kupelnick
Lois & Sherman Lein
Beverly Levenson in honor of  

my grandchildren Sarah, Kyra, 
Sammy & Max

Lee Levin & Karen Kurlander
Vladimir Levin & Tatyana Berestetskaya
Susan & Larry Levine
Janice Levine
Fay & Leon Lewis
Gerald H Litcofsky
Ruth Lunder
Steve Marantz
Beatrice Marlow
Estelle R Marshall
Burton Matross
Jason Mazur
Bernice & Al Mitchell
Edward J Nierman  

in memory of Sylvia Nierman
Dan Ottenheimer & Martha Morgan
Robert L Pann
Jackson Paul
Fran Pearlman in memory of  

my mother Bessie D Kraft
Ann Pendexter  

in memory of Charles Pendexter
Sandra Perchik
Jeffrey & Carol Phillips  

in memory of Fred Phillips
Carol Pilarski-Remis
Mel Pollack
Irene Polner
Dr Jack Nusan Porter  

in memory of my wife Raya
Stanley & Sheila Rich

James Rosenfield
Linda M Rosenfeld
Esther & Richard Salinsky
Gloria G Sax
Judy & Rob Schuster
Eileen & Neal Selznick
Ruth Shanker
Stanley & Etta Shapiro
Lorraine Sheer in memory of  

my beloved husband Marshall
Sam & Selma Shoer
Dale & Saul Stanten  

in memory of Paul Cohen
Beatrice Strome
Michele & David Tamaren
Mr & Mrs Burton S Tankel  

in memory of Elizabeth  
& Simon Tankel

Lois Tankel in memory of  
my beloved husband Alan Tankel

Arlene Titelbaum in memory of my 
beloved husband Morton Titelbaum

Neil Trainor
Beverly M Visnick
Julian Webb
David & Bella Westerman
Steve & Christine Whitman
Widows & Widowers Activity Group
Stephen Wilchins
Anne Winograd
David Wise
Freyda Winick Zieff  

in memory of Norton G Zieff

And thank you to  
all our anonymous donors

Thank you for donating to the Jewish Journal during the month of April, 2018

Rabbi Aaron D. Panken, pres-
ident of Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion, died 
in a plane crash on May 5, 2018. 
He was 53 years old.

Panken was a highly skilled 
pilot performing a routine flight 
check near Middletown, N.Y., a 
spokesperson told the Cleveland 
Jewish News. Middletown is 
about 75 miles north of New 
York City.

According to New York State 
Police, another person suffered 
what appeared to be non-life-
threatening injuries, reported 
The Middlebury Times-Herald 
Record. The crashed in a field 
in the Town of Wawayanda at 
about 9 a.m., according to the 
state police.

Two people were inside 
the plane; they were taken to 
Orange Regional Medical Center 
in the Town of Wallkill, state 
police said.

Panken, the 12th president in 
HUC-JIR’s 143-year history, led 
the four-campus internation-

al institution of higher learn-
ing and seminary for Reform 
Judaism. HUC-JIR’s campuses 
in Cincinnati, New York, Los 
Angeles and Jerusalem pro-
vide the academic and profes-
sional training programs for the 
Reform movement’s rabbis, can-
tors, educators and nonprofit 
management professionals, 
and offer graduate programs for 
scholars of all faiths.

“I’m deeply saddened 
about this news, Rabbi Robert 
A. Nosanchuk, senior rabbi 

at Fairmount Temple in 
Beachwood, Ohio. “I have known 
Aaron Panken since I was 19, vis-
iting HUC-JIR in New York for 
the first time. By the time I began 
my studies for the rabbinate, he 
was an instructor in Talmud 
and a remarkable force for good 
within the college-institute.

HUC-JIR’s 4,000 active alum-
ni serve the Reform movement’s 
1.5 million members and nearly 
900 congregations, representing 
the largest Jewish denomina-
tion in North America and the 
growing Progressive Movement 
in Israel.

Panken was elected HUC-JIR 
president on July 31, 2013, and 
his appointment became effec-
tive Jan. 1, 2014. He was installed 
in Cincinnati on June 8, 2014.

Panken is survived by his 
wife, Lisa Messinger; their chil-
dren, Eli and Samantha; his par-
ents Beverly and Peter; and a 
sister, Rabbi Melinda Panken of 
Congregation Shaari Emeth in 
Manalapan, N.J.

Rabbi Aaron D. Panken, 53,  
HUC-JIR president, killed in plane crash

Rabbi Aaron D. Panken



 By Elizabeth Kratz
JNS.ORG

NEW YORK – The room is hot 
and overcrowded, but you can 
hear a pin drop as the nation-
al winners are announced. It’s 
been a year filled with getting up 
early, sometimes staying hours 
late after school, and often, 
meeting with teachers or coach-
es on Shabbat or Sunday just 
to get here. But all 200 students 
arrived in Manhattan as national 
finalists – a major achievement.

The energy and excitement 
are palpable at the US Finals of 
the Chidon HaTanach, or “Bible 
Quiz,” which is a worldwide con-
test run annually by the Jewish 
Agency. Tanach is an acronym 
composed of Torah (“Teaching,” 
also known as the Five Books 
of Moses), Nevi’im (“Prophets”) 
and Ketuvim (“Writings”). It 
contains the canonical texts 
that comprise the Hebrew Bible, 
which is made up of 24 books 
composed mainly in biblical 
Hebrew, with a few in Aramaic.

With competitors from more 
than 60 countries, the Chidon 
HaTanach is the ultimate Jewish 
trivia game that makes the old-
est book in the world entertain-
ing and engaging. It’s a test of 
skill, memorization and com-
prehension, but the founda-
tional lessons of the Tanach 
– the byproduct of learning it 
– are complex enough to keep a 
reader’s attention for a lifetime. 
(Sample question: “Who said to 
whom: ‘Am I really unable to 
reward you?’ ” Choose from the 

following answers: A) Nechemia 
to Artaxerxes; B) Aaron to Moses; 
C) David to Barzilai; or D) Balak 
to Baalam. Answer is at the end 
of this story.)

The final event, which is tele-
vised every year in Israel on Yom 
Ha’atzmaut, has a dedicated 
base of fans, young and old, all 
over the world. American Jewish 
students as from sixth grade all 
the way through 11th congre-
gate each spring in Manhattan 
to choose the US winners, who 
then continue on to the compe-
tition in Israel the following year.

The US qualifying event, held 
this past Sunday at Manhattan 

Day School, determined the 
winners who will head to the 
Jewish state for Yom Ha’atzmaut 
2019. The event is very much 
a national affair. Participants 
came for the first time this year 
from the Jewish communities 
in Phoenix, Ariz.; Omaha, Neb.; 
and North Carolina. These neo-
phytes joined a whopping 14 
students from a single school 
in Memphis. Delegations also 
made the trek from Maryland, 
Florida, Los Angeles, St. Louis, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, 
St. Louis, Boston, Columbus, 
Philadelphia, and, of course, the 
tristate area.

‘The competition part  
really pushes me to learn’
Matti Schinasi, a Chidon 

coach and a Hebrew teacher in 
Chicago, brought four students, 
doubling the numbers of com-
petitors from last year. “What 
I love about the Chidon is the 
challenge, the excitement and 
the knowledge that comes with 
it, and to see the students who 
want to learn, and how they 
work together and challenge 
each to do their best. They moti-
vate me to do my best to help 
them,” she told JNS.

Arielle Levy, an eighth-grader 
from Paramus, N.J., who attends 

Yavneh Academy, said “com-
ing here makes me feel accom-
plished that I learned so much. 
“I feel like when I learn for the 
Chidon HaTanach, the compe-
tition part really pushes me to 
learn and to want to learn more.”

‘Everyone is really a winner’
Dovi Nadel, the US coordina-

tor the Chidon for the Jewish 
Agency, shares a syllabus at the 
beginning of each year’s cycle, 
which breaks down a list of what 
students must study. Luckily, the 
entire Tanach is not fair game on 
the tests – just the named books 
and verses. This year’s material 
was Genesis, Joshua and a num-
ber of chapters in Psalms. The 
Hebrew high school also had 
Ezekiel on its syllabus. Students 
take a qualifying written exam-
ple administered by their home 
communities in the winter, and 
if they make it to New York, they 
take another qualifying exam; 
there is also a live component, 
with participants competing by 
SMS texts.

“We’ve got 500 people who 
participated over the course of 
the year in the Chidon HaTanach, 
which is over 150 more than we 
had last year,” Nadel told JNS. 
“We invite the top 200 to com-
pete in three different divisions; 
one is the Hebrew high school 
division, Hebrew middle school 
and an English division. Our 
middle school division is our 
largest, followed by our English 
and high school, which have 
around the same amount of stu-
dents.”

‘The instrument to  
learn about Judaism’

Another coach gaining a lot 
of nachas (pride) from his stu-
dents was Shimshon Solomon, 
who, along with colleague Anat 
Kampf, brought 14 students 
from the Margolin Hebrew 
Academy in Memphis, Tenn. 
Solomon, who has taught at 
Margolin for the past 10 years, 
has been working as an Ivrit 
B’Ivrit (Hebrew immersion) 
teacher in Jewish communi-
ties in Europe, Canada and the 
United States for the past 35 
years.

“We started sending children 
to the Chidon, starting with four 
kids seven years ago,” he said. 
In his school, children have to 
know Hebrew in order to partici-
pate. “We teach them [entirely] 
in Hebrew. Over the years, the 
numbers have increased, and 
the children learn two hours 
during school hours and two 
hours after school. One hour 
during Shabbat, they volunteer 
to come. It’s not easy for them, 
but the reason they are motivat-
ed to come is because the par-
ents are motivated and excited, 
and the school is motivated and 
excited about Chidon.

“I believe Hebrew is the 
instrument to learn all about our 
Judaism, our identity and who 
we are,” continued Solomon. 
“We love the Tanach, and this 
is, I think, a way to help the chil-
dren to like the Tanach. Yes, they 
have to work very hard, be very 
dedicated, in order to make it 
to Israel. We had a girl a couple 
of years ago who came in fourth 
place in the US Chidon, and we 
had some students in the past 
who have gone to Israel. The 
children know about it, and they 
want very much to win. To tell 
you the truth, it’s not easy.”

(And the answer to the sam-
ple question? If you guessed “D,” 
then you are correct!)

June 25 – August 31

• Sailing Instruction
• Navigation & Seamanship
• Your child will be at the

helm of a 36’ sailboat
• Camp runs one week

CALL US TODAY!

Hours: Morning 9:00am–12:30pm
Afternoon 1:00pm–4:30pm

SYLVANLEARNING.COM

Bring on an
EXTRAORDINARY

FUTURE
There are so many new and exciting ways to engage your
child in learning at Sylvan: STEM Courses • Math Skill
Programs • The Best Tutoring Programs (up to 2x results!) •
College Prep
   

                             Get Started for $99. Call today!

Sylvan of Peabody &
Swampscott

800-EDUCATE
 SYLVANLEARNING.COM

“The Fan Store of Marblehead Sports”
Sporting Goods  •  Custom Apparel  •  T-Shirts

26 Hawkes Street, Marblehead, MA  01945
781-639-7778  |  www.marbleheadsportshop.com

Crazy Shorts
AVAILABLE LATE MAY!

JAN THE TEACHER

Jan Steven Brodie
Bar and Bat Mitzvah Tutoring
80 Dennison Ave Swampscott MA 01907

617-620-8276
brodiejan@comcast.net

READING SPECIALIST
ETHEL HARRIS

READING & WRITING TUTOR
Wilson Dyslexia Teacher
Special Education Advocate

781-710-3806 (cell)
ethelharris96@gmail.com

Paul’s Reptile Circus
We will connect reptiles with kids! Featuring your choice of  
reptiles, such as water dragon, corn snake, box turtle, and more.

Schools • Birthdays • Parties 
Bar/bat mitzvahs • Other events

www.reptilecircus.net
617-407-7533
reptilescircus@gmail.com
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Pop quiz: Who loves Tanach? Answer: About 200 students!

Photo by David Khabinsky
Students write feverishly during the Chidon HaTanach at Manhattan Day School.



Lappin Foundation
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

Phyllis Sagan, Youth to Israel Award 
John P. French (of blessed memory), Friend of Israel Award
Korey Cohan, Exceptional Teen Israel Advocate Award
Joshua Gershlak, Notable Youth to Israel Alumnus Award

29 Congress Street • PO Box 986 • Salem, MA 01970 • 978.740.4431 • www.lappinfoundation.org

Honorees will be presented with their awards on Sunday, 
August 26, 2 p.m. at Temple Sinai in Marblehead during 
the 2018 Youth to Israel Adventure Welcome Home event. 
The community is invited to the event, which is free, and to 
the dessert reception in honor of the award recipients.

The Foundation’s 2018 Tribute Book will be dedicated to 
Phyllis Sagan, recipient of Lappin Foundation’s 2018 Youth 
to Israel Award for her inspirational leadership in the Jewish 
community. The Tribute Book is the Foundation’s major fundraiser
and will feature our 2018 Award Recipients, who are being 
recognized for their leadership, accomplishments, and love of 
the Jewish People and Israel.

To place an ad in the Tribute Book, please contact Susan Feinstein
at 978-740-4431 or email sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org.

Lappin Foundation Congratulates Our

2018 Award Recipients 
.
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Ramy and Phyllis Osher of Peabody 
are pleased to announce the engage-
ment of their daughter Lana Osher to 
Barak Kfir, son of Yossi and Ronit Kfir 
of Ramat Gan, Israel.  

Ms. Osher, an associate director 
at APCO Worldwide in Tel Aviv, is 
a graduate of the Lauder School of 
Government, Diplomacy and Strategy, 
of the Interdisciplinary Center 
Herzliya, Israel.

Mr. Kfir, a senior media consultant 
at Unik Publik Image in Tel Aviv, is 
a graduate of Tel Aviv University. An 
August 2018 wedding along Tel Aviv’s 
coastline is planned and the couple 
will continue to reside in Tel Aviv.

Lana Osher, Bark Kfir to wed

Mark Gelfand will be 
presented with the Edith 
Bloch Award at Epstein 
Hillel School for his com-
mitment to learning and 
the pursuit of knowledge. 
The award will be pre-
sented at the Friends of 
the Hillel Library annual 
celebration at the K-8 
independent school north 
of Boston, located at 
Six Community Road in 
Marblehead, on Thursday, 
May 24 at 6:45 p.m.

At the event, Gelfand 
will be recognized for his 
incredible efforts in cre-
ating STEM (science, technology, engi-
neering and math) enrichment programs 
for deserving youth in the US, Israel, 
Ethiopia, South Sudan, Kenya, Burundi, 
and Rwanda. With CJP (Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies), he established the annual 
Boston area Jewish Day School Science 
Exposition.  He is also the founder and 
active manager of TodayTomorrow 
Ventures, an “impact investment” port-
folio of self-sustaining industrial and 
agro-tech companies in Ethiopia. At the 
event, internationally recognized  thought 
leader on K-8 education, Grant Lichtman 
will be speaking about transforming our 
schools from Epstein Hillel to  Ethiopia. 
Lichtman is the author of “Moving the 
Rock” and “#EdJourney: A Roadmap for the 
Future of Education.” 

Head of School Amy Gold remarked, 
“Mark is so deserving of this award because 

of the depth and breadth 
of work he has done to 
bring science and engi-
neering into the lives of 
children at our school, 
schools in Massachusetts, 
and schools across the 
world for decades. He has 
been championing  the 
power of a hands-on 
STEM education since his 
own discoveries as a teen-
ager.” 

Gelfand is the perfect 
honoree for this year, as 
Epstein Hillel has plans 
to build an exciting new 
and transformative 

learning space: The David Lear Sulman 
Innovation Center, which will integrate the 
school’s library, STEM lab and art studio. 
David Sulman was the husband of Rose-
Jane Sulman, a beloved teacher at Cohen 
Hillel Academy (now Epstein Hillel School) 
for over fifteen years. 

The Center will be built in David’s mem-
ory to honor his love of science and engi-
neering, and to pass that on to future 
generations.

The event is free and open to the com-
munity with a wine and cheese reception 
preceding the formal program and dessert 
to follow. RSVPs are requested by May 15, 
as space is limited.

 For more information or to make a 
donation contact Diane Knopf, Director 
of Community Engagement at diane@
epsteinhillel.org or 781-639-2880 or 
visit epsteinhillel.org. 

Honoring Shrage 

On Sunday, April 
29, New England 
Patriots and Kraft 
Group Chairman & 
CEO, Robert Kraft, 
joined by New 
England Patriots spe-
cial teams captain 
Matthew Slater, pre-
sented Combined 
Jewish Philanthro-
pies’ (CJP) President, 
Barry Shrage 
with an honorary 
Patriots jersey, dur-
ing CJP’s Honoring 
Our Past, Shaping 
Our Future tribute 
dinner to celebrate 
Barry’s more than 30 
years at the helm of 
Boston’s Jewish fed-

eration. The event drew 1,000 community members and local VIPs, includ-
ing Congressman Joe Kennedy and State Treasurer Deb Goldberg, who came 
together to honor and thank Barry for his leadership and service to Greater 
Boston’s Jewish community as he prepares to step down as head of the organi-
zation this summer.

Epstein Hillel to honor Mark Gelfand at school’s library celebration

Robert Kraft, Matthew Slater and Barry Shrage. The Jewish Journal is happy to print your news at no charge:  
birth announcements, engagements, weddings, job promotions,  
events and other simchas. Photos are welcome if space permits.  

Submissions are subject to editing for style and length. 
Send your news to Steve at rosenberg@jewishjournal.org.



The Rashi School to honor  
Heidi and Lew Pearlson at Annual Gala

A festive and fun evening is 
planned for The Rashi School’s 
annual fundraising dinner 
on Wednesday, May 16 at the 
Boston Newton Marriott hotel. 
This year the school is honoring 
Heidi and Lew Pearlson with 
the 2018 Kehillah Community 
Award for their outstanding 
leadership and commitment to 
the school as well as the local 
community. 

The Pearlsons have served, 
and continue to serve, in many 
leadership roles at The Rashi 
School, making a profound impact on its development and suc-
cess. Heidi is a member of the Rashi Budget and Finance and 
Executive Committees of the Board of Trustees; she is also immedi-
ate past Board Treasurer. Lew has served on Rashi’s Development 
Committee and volunteered his time in the school’s athletics 
department. Over the years, they have opened their home and gra-
ciously hosted countless parent and student socials and gatherings.  

Heidi and Lew are very dedicated to the broader Jewish communi-
ty and hold leadership positions in Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
(CJP), Jewish Family & Children’s Service (JF&CS), Facing History 
and Ourselves, and others. Heidi and Lew are the proud parents of 
two Rashi alumni, Joshua ’17 and Harrison ’14, both who attend The 
Rivers School.

“We are thrilled to present Heidi and Lew Pearlson with this 
prestigious award,” said Head of School Mallory Rome. “Their work 
on behalf of The Rashi School is truly exceptional. The Pearlsons 
embody Rashi core values and have contributed to our community 
for years with their time, effort, heart, and soul. These two individu-
als set such a wonderful example for all of us.” 

Heidi Carter Pearlson is a founder and managing partner of 
Adamas Partners, LLC. Lew Pearlson served as Director of Investor 
Relations and a partner at LCB Senior Living, LLC, a real estate 
development and management company of Senior Housing com-
munities. 

The Rashi School is also proud to honor Liza Comart (Rashi 
’06) with the 2018 Tikkun Alum Award. Currently Liza is living in 
Lesvos, Greece, working at a refugee camp supporting those who 
have sought asylum from the instablility and violence of their home 
countries.  Liza will be accepting this award via a heartfelt video.

To purchase tickets or to make a donation, visit rashi.org/ 
dinner2018 or call 781-355-7312.

FUR STORAGE TIME
Glama Furs

PACKAGE DEAL!
STORAGE - CLEANING

CONDITIONING
GLAMORIZING - GLAZING

Regular  $135.00

NOW $89.90
CALL FOR PICKUP

978-535-0170
REPAIRS • RESTYLING

RELINING • SHORTENING

Come in and let our  
Master Furrier and design team 

help restyle your fur to  
today’s fashion or trade in.

ALL STORAGE AND WORK DONE ON PREMISES

GLAMA FURSSince 1974

525 Lowell Street, Peabody
978-535-0170

www.glamafurs.com

Hours:
Mon. - Fri. 9:30am - 5:30pm
Sat. 9:30am - 5pm
Sun. Closed

978-750-0100
Mon-Sat: 6am - 9pm  ~  Sunday: 6am - 8pm

expires May 31, 2018

sanphypodiatry.com

Call for an appointment

781-596-0703
98 Nahant Street

Lynn, MA

––––––––––––– PHYSICIANS OF THE FOOT & ANKLE –––––––––––––

Sanphy Podiatry Group
The best footcare on the North Shore

Medicare approved Diabetic Shoe Program
Modern styles with support, one pair per calendar year

Most
Insurance
Accepted

Please
Call for an

Appointment

Dr. Robert
Uhrich

Dr. Lauren
Fisher

Dr. Steeve
Yamadjako

Dr. Mark
Sanphy

We provide
Diabetic Shoes

at our office

Sanphy Podiatry Group
—— We’ll Keep You on Your Toes ——

sanphypodiatry.com

Most
Insurance
Accepted

Please
Call for an

Appointment

Call for an appointment

781-596-0703
98 Nahant Street

Lynn, MA

Would You Like to Control 
Your Own Destiny as Well as Your Paycheck?

CONNOR 
REAL ESTATE

Ask for John or Mike
 781-581-5940

We have one Sales Position 
available for a Pro!

Call

Real Estate Salesperson Wanted!
Outstanding opportunity! 

CONNOR Real Estate

Call John or Mike Connor

Positive attitude, good people skills 
more important than experience. 

Part or full time.

781-581-5940
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Temple B’nai Abraham (TBA) 
in Beverly will honor long-time 
TBA members and Beverly resi-
dents Deborah and Martin 
Greenstein at its annual gala on 
Tuesday, June 12. The gala will 
take place at Bill Hanney’s North 
Shore Music Theatre in Beverly. 
Tickets are $80 per person and 
include a 5:30 p.m. hors d’oeuvre 
reception, a seat to the theater’s 
opening production of “Mame” 
at 7:30 p.m., and an intermission 
dessert reception.

“Deb and Marty have always dedicated them-
selves to the ongoing operation of TBA, and we 
are thrilled to have this opportunity to honor 
them,” said Deb Schutzman, Executive Director 
of TBA. She noted that Marty served TBA for six 
years as president and also four years as trea-
surer and was instrumental in bringing about 
the Temple’s successful financial turnaround. He 

is also an active member of the 
TBA Brotherhood. Deb is a past 
president of TBA Sisterhood and 
served the Sisterhood for 21 years 
as vice president of Programming. 
In this capacity, she helped to cre-
ate and run a variety of interest-
ing cultural, spiritual and social 
programming for the TBA com-
munity, including its widely cel-
ebrated Lecture Series Brunch, 
which has brought many note-
worthy authors to the TBA com-

munity and is now in its 15th year. 
“We have a number of ways that you can help 

us celebrate Deb and Marty by joining us at this 
special event and/or by honoring them with an ad 
or message in our tribute book,” said Schuztman. 
Deadline for reservations and tributes is Friday, 
May 25. For tickets and information, contact Deb 
Schutzman, Executive Director of TBA at 978-927-
3211, deb.schutzman@tbabeverly.org. 

Jessica Strasnick and James 
Raso are delighted to announce 
the birth of their twin sons 
Mason and Jacob on March 
12. They are the grandsons of 
Marcia and Jeffrey Strasnick, 
and the great-grandsons 
of Ryna and Ed Rodman of 
Peabody and Marilyn and Carl 
Strasnick of Methuen. They 
were welcomed by big brother 
Tyler. Jessica is an assistant dis-
trict attorney in Essex County 
and James is a lieutenant on 
the Lawrence police force.

Mazel Tov –  
It’s Twins

Chabad of Peabody 
launches fundraiser 

Chabad of Peabody has 
launched its 12th annual raf-
fle fundraiser. The proceeds of 
this fundraiser will go toward 
keeping the lights on and the 
programming going for the chil-
dren within the community.

The prizes are top-notch, 
with a grand prize of two round-
trip tickets to Israel or anywhere 
else in the world (restrictions 
apply), as well as Red Sox tick-
ets, Patriots tickets, custom-
made shirts, a $500 gift card 
to Nordstrom, as well as a dia-
mond bracelet, valued at $1,800, 
from Stan Paul Jewelry.

The main reason to support 
is not for the prize, but for the 
cause. 

For details, go online to 
JewishPeabody.com/raffle or 
call the  office at 978-977-9111.

Beverly’s Temple B’nai Abraham to honor Deborah and Martin Greenstein  

Do you remember your bar/bat mitzvah? 
On May 24, the Journal will feature 

our bar/bat mitzvah section.

Please send us your memories (250 words) 
and a photo and we will include  

your story in our edition.

Email: rosenberg@jewishjournal.org
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M  enschions & Mimosas

On Sunday, May 6, over 200 people attended the Jewish Journal’s “Menschions & Mimosas” 
brunch at Temple B’nai Abraham in Beverly. Bradley Sontz, president of the Journal’s Board 
of Overseers, served as the morning’s emcee. At the brunch, people feasted on bagels, lox, 

cream cheese, salads, provided by Zayde’s Market, and sipped mimosas, courtesy of Kappy’s On 
Call. “The event was more successful than imagined,” said Matthew Swartz, who helped organize 
the gala and is a member of the Journal’s Board of Overseers. “We felt that there was a strong sense 
of community there and that people are really committed to seeing the Journal grow and prosper.”  

Photos by  
Mark LorenzBradley and Rebecca Sontz

Matthew and  
Jesse Swartz

Elissa Klein and Neil Donnenfeld

Devorah and 
Steven Rosenberg

Journal publisher and editor Steven Rosenberg at the podium Honorable Menschion, Flori Schwartz (center), and family

Rabbi Alison Adler offers an opening prayer.
Journal board members, front: Howard Rich, Donna Lozow 
Pierce, and Steven Rosenberg; Middle: Neil Donnenfeld, 

Susan Garnick, Johanna Matloff and Bob Blayer;  
Top: Matthew Swartz, Ted Stux and Bradley Sontz

Edward and Donna Seligman

Journal President 
Bradley Sontz

Jack Stahl, Marty Schneer and Howard Rich 

Honorable Menschions: Ralph Epstein, Jack Stahl, Marcy Yellin, Alison Brookes, Philip Cutter  
and Rachel Jacobson; Top: David Carnevale, Flori Schwartz, Dave Goldberg and Richard Band.

Other “Menschions” include: Adam Berman, Rabbi Robert Goldstein, Mason Quintero,  
Ira Rosenberg and Edward Seligman

Donna Lozow Pierce 
and Alan Pierce
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