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SWAMPSCOTT — Jody and Noah 
Heller brought their newborn son, Luke, 
home to Swampscott in December 2013. 
Although he was a “sweet baby with an 
infectious laugh,” by nine months they 
noticed he was not hitting the same 
developmental milestones his older sister 
Lucy had by that age. 

The Hellers knew something was off. 
Luke wasn’t able to sit up independently 
or crawl and never tried to put anything 
to his mouth. “If you picked him up, his 
body felt a little floppy,” Jody said. 

Their pediatrician said Luke had low 
muscle tone and recommended an early 
intervention program. He also sent them 
to a neurologist. “Kids his age usually put 
everything in their mouths,” Jody said. 
“He was concerned.”

Luke began receiving physical, occu-
pational and developmental services at 
Aspire Early Intervention in Lynn, but as 
he got older there were more delays.

He didn’t crawl until he was18 months 
and didn’t walk until he was 2. No one 
really knew what was wrong. His diag-
nosis was the umbrella term “globally 
delayed.”

Later, Luke was diagnosed with 
apraxia of speech, a condition where the 
brain has difficulty sending signals to the 
mouth to create speech. Luke knew what 
he wanted to say, but he didn’t know how 
to form the words to say it.

The Hellers were determined to 

dig deeper, and visited the Genetics 
Department at Boston Children’s 
Hospital. Genetic tests in 2015, when 
Luke was 18 months old, were incon-
clusive, but the doctors urged them to 
keep trying. “They said, ‘we’re learning so 
much about genetics every day,’ and rec-
ommended we come back in two years,” 
Jody said.

When Luke turned 3 and aged out 

of Aspire, the Hellers enrolled him at 
Northeast Arc, a not-for-profit organiza-
tion that helps children and adults with 
disabilities. It was perfect timing, because 
Luke would often get frustrated at not 
being able to express himself, which was 
causing behavior issues. 

Through Northeast Arc, behavioral 
and speech therapists work with Luke 
at his home. Jessica Brown, his speech 

and language pathologist, also goes to 
Luke’s Chabad preschool with him, where 
she helps him use a special iPad speech 
device that gives Luke a voice he other-
wise doesn’t have, enabling him to “talk” 
to his classmates.

“Northeast Arc allows us to communi-
cate with our son. He has made so much 
progress,” Noah said.

Still, the Hellers wanted to do more 
than just treat Luke’s symptoms – they 
wanted to know what was causing all 
these delays. Last July, they returned to 
Boston Children’s Hospital, ready for 
Luke to take a genetic sequencing test 
that identifies every protein-coding gene 
in the body.

This time, just before Luke turned 4 
years old, they received definitive infor-
mation. “The geneticists told us that he 
had a mutation on the TECPR2 gene, but 
that there wasn’t a lot of information on 
the disease. It was extremely rare,” Noah 
said. Only eight children in the world had 
the same mutation, most of them living 
in Israel, where the mutation was first 
discovered in 2012 by an Israeli neurolo-
gist.

Both Jody and Noah, who are of 
Ashkenazi descent, tested negative for 
the Ashkenazi Panel screening test, which 
assesses the risk of having a child with 
any of 11 disorders, including Tay-Sachs 
disease. TECPR2 is not on the panel, but 
can be prenatally tested by request.

The Hellers asked for the Israeli doc-
tor’s name and contacted her immedi-

Rare genetic mutation sends family on an unexpected journey
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Luke Heller proudly shows a drawing to his speech therapist, Jessica Brown.

By Lawrence Rifkin  

JERUSALEM – Much has 
been made in recent weeks 
about events along Israel’s 
border with the Gaza Strip, 
especially those of May 14, 
when more than 60 Pales-

t i n i a n s 
w e r e 
killed.

It’s not 
ent ire ly 

unprecedented for Israeli sol-
diers to face off against civil-
ians rushing a border fence.

On May 15, 2011, a few 
months after the beginning of Syria’s ongoing civil war, Syrian civilians trampled the 
border fence on the Golan Heights, ostensibly to mark 63 years since the nakba, what 
the Palestinians call the “catastrophe” of Israel’s creation. Four were shot and killed by 
IDF troops, and dozens more were wounded.

The border with Syria – or to be more exact, the ceasefire lines that emerged from 
the Yom Kippur War – had been Israel’s quietest frontier since the 1973 conflagration. 

The Gaza border
Controlling it is tricky; feeling comfortable about it is trickier

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

JERUSALEM – It’s mid-after-
noon on Ben Yehuda and the 
broiling sun cooks the cobble-
stones of this storied street. I 
stroll from the vaunted Pinati 
hummus den, and as I seek 

out a coffee 
shop I pause 
before a 
large group 
of women 
who stand 

in silence around a small jail 
cell. Two members of the group 
slip inside the creaky door, and 
sit on red leather seats and 
hold up signs.

“Agunot?” I say aloud to the 
woman next to me. 

She nods, and keeps on staring straight ahead, and I begin to think of all the agunot 
in the world – or “chained women,” who have not been given a get, and are officially 
prohibited by Jewish law to remarry. 

Of signs and wonders
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In Jerusalem, Israeli women seek justice.

A Palestinian riots at the Gaza border.
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When Alty Weinreb answered 
the ad Congregation Shirat 
Hayam placed for a new cantor, 
it was because he was attracted 
to its name. 

“I love music [shirat] and the 
ocean [hayam], so I thought it 
might be interesting,” he said 
from his New York City home. 

After Weinreb experienced 
the Shabbat Renewal Service as 
one of three candidates invit-
ed for live auditions, he was 
convinced it was more than an 
attraction to a name that led 
him to the Swampcott syna-
gogue. It was bashert (meant 
to be).

It all goes back to Weinreb’s 
childhood. Raised in a very 
observant Flushing, N.Y., 
Orthodox home, he would wait 
all week to go to shul to hear the 
cantor sing. “His voice became 
my refuge and inspiration,” he 
explained.

In addition to attending ser-
vices, his family would head 
back to shul on Friday nights 
after dinner for a group sing-
along called Oneg Shabbos. 
“Here I was, a child surrounded 
by mostly grown men singing 
with full-throated joy and deep 
feeling,” he said. “When every-
one sang together, I was trans-
ported to a magical place.”  

Shirat Hayam’s Shabbat 
Renewal Services, where con-
gregants are invited to enter 
a meditative spiritual place 
through prayer and music, 
brought Weinreb back to those 
magical moments of his youth. 
It also reminded him of a funny 
story.

One Shabbat, he recalled 
the cantor was “wailing from 
his soul and it flew into my 
soul. I became lost in a daven-
ing [praying] ocean, swimming 
in deep waters, transfixed,” he 
said. Without thinking, he began 
hand drumming on the table in 
front of him.

His beat was getting louder 
and louder. Suddenly, the can-
tor stopped singing. “Then the 
rabbi turned around and looked 
at me and screamed, ‘Alty, STOP! 
There’s no drumming in shul, 
young man. You are in a lot of 
trouble,” Weinreb continued.

He was mortified, but did not 
understand what the problem 
was. Fast forward to the adult 
Alty, recently walking into Shirat 
Hayam for the first time and 
seeing a collection of drums 
next to the bimah.

“Then the rabbi invited me to 
play the drums during prayers,” 

he said, pausing for dramatic 
effect. “Hallelujah! Poetic jus-
tice!”

Weinreb began his cantorial 
studies because he loves Jewish 
prayer music. “It makes me feel 
alive when I sing it. It allows me 
to connect with people of all 
ages and maybe inspire in oth-
ers what I first felt as a child,” 
he said. 

He holds a bachelor’s degree 
from St. Louis Rabbinical 
College and studied at the 
Belz School of Jewish Music at 
Yeshiva University in New York, 
where he trained in both the 
Ashkenazi and Sephardic tradi-
tions. 

“I started out taking 
Ashkenazi cantor training 
and then fell in love with the 
Sephardic melodies,” he said. 
“I’ve been fortunate to have 
studied with two of the greatest 
living cantors: Joseph Malovany 
[Ashkenazi] and Moshe Tessone 
[Sephardic].”

Since 2000, Weinreb has been 
a cantor during High Holidays 
and at nursing homes and 
hospitals. He has also taught 
drum and percussion and 
performed with a number of 
musical groups, including the 
Judeo Flamenco group and the 
Klezmer bands Simcha All Stars 
& Cuban Jewish All Stars.  

Shirat Hayam is his first syna-
gogue cantor position. Weinreb 
feels it is the right time in his 
life to contribute to building a 
community, especially one that 
is such a perfect fit. 

“I love Shirat’s desire to 
rethink basic assumptions about 
ritual and spiritual practice,” he 
said. “I hope to continue on the 
great path that Cantor Elana 
Rozenfeld blazed.”

He also hopes to add some 
new items to Shirat Hayam’s 
Shabbat menu, such as 
“Storahtelling,” a Torah service 
that creatively fuses traditional 

chanting with English transla-
tion, dramatized commentary, 
and audience interaction that 
brings text to life. “I have been 
energized by Storahtelling,” he 
said.

Although he counts among 
his “most fun gigs” playing 
drums for “The Singing Rabbi” 
Shlomo Carlebach at a Purim 
show and performing with his 
Judeo Flamenco group for 1,000 
singing and dancing concert-
goers at the World Music Pier 
70 Concert Series in New York, 
he is excited to settle into his 
new apartment in Salem with 
his wife, Elizabeth, and begin his 
new job on July 1.

Renée Sidman, chairwoman 
of Shirat Hayam’s board of direc-
tors, is just as excited. “I cannot 
wait to see what he will bring on 
a weekly basis!” she said.

To listen to some of Cantor 
Alty Weinreb’s music, visit  
cantoraltyshul.com.

Baker speaks at Shirat Hayam

   One of the biggest hurdles first time home buyers 
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Governor Charlie 
Baker, of Swampscott, 
spoke to a packed 
room at Congregation 
Shirat Hayam on May 
14. His talk, “The 
Strong and Unique 
Relationship between 
the Commonwealth 
and the State of Israel,” 
was followed by a 
question and answer 
session. Pictured is 
Baker, left, and Shirat 
Hayam Rabbi Michael 
Ragozin.

Davening to a different drummer:  
Meet Cantor Alty Weinreb

Cantor Alty Weinreb

Photo by Shelley A. Sackett
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BEVERLY – “Hey, kids,” shouts 
Jim Younger to a gaggle of reli-
gious school students, ages 2 to 
13, as they crowd around a large 
vegetable garden at Beverly’s 
Temple B’nai Abraham. “Do ya 
like peas?”

The kids shuffle their feet. 
A couple of them shyly raise 
their hands, but the rest regard 
Younger with a look that says: 
“Are you crazy?” Then Younger, 
who is an architect during the 
week but today, wearing tall 
boots and gardening gloves, 
looks every inch a farmer, asks 
a better question: “Well, do ya 
like sugar?”

“YES!” the children squawk 
in reply.

“Great,” shouts Younger. 
“Because today we’re planting 
sugar snap peas!”

Surprisingly, the joke works. 
A few minutes later, after B’nai 
Abraham Rabbi Alison Adler 
gives a short, kid-friendly les-
son in Judaic horticulture and 
leads them in a blessing, the 
kids eagerly grab handfuls of 
seeds, dash into the garden, 
drop to their knees, and begin 
planting.

For five years now, B’nai 
Abraham’s Pe’ah Garden has 
become an increasingly valu-
able and enjoyable part of com-
munity life. The Hebrew word 
pe’ah means corners of the 
fields and refers to a mitzvah 
found in Leviticus 19:9-10: 

“And when ye reap the har-
vest of your land, thou shalt not 

wholly reap the corner of thy 
field, neither shalt thou gather 
the gleaning of thy harvest.

“And thou shalt not glean 
thy vineyard, neither shalt thou 
gather the fallen fruit of thy 
vineyard; thou shalt leave them 
for the poor and for the strang-
er: I am Hashem your God.”

In keeping with this decree, 

most of the vegetables har-
vested from B’nai Abraham 
Pe’ah Garden are donated to 
Beverly Bootstraps, a nonprofit 
that provides food assistance to 
local families in need. A small 
patch of the garden is used to 
grow horseradish for Passover 
and a slightly larger patch for 
flowers that are picked by tod-

dlers who present them to their 
parents and visitors during Tot 
Shabbat evenings cosponsored 
by the Lappin Foundation. 
Herbs also are dried and pack-
aged by the kids for use as besa-
mim (spices) for the Havdalah 
ritual that signals Shabbat’s 
end. In the fall, corn stalks and 
sunflowers from the garden are 
used to decorate the commu-
nity’s sukkah. 

But according to Rabbi 
Adler, “the Pe’ah 
Garden has paid 
dividends as an 
educational tool 
– especially over 
the past year. We 
received a gener-
ous grant from 
Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies, 
and also support 
from the Lappin 
Foundation and 
Ganei Beantown: 
Beantown Jewish 
Gardens, [an organization dedi-
cated to building Jewish edu-
cational gardens throughout 
Greater Boston], so we’ve been 
able to include even more edu-
cational and holiday programs.” 

Rabbi Adler says that while 
she and other educators at B’nai 
Abraham often use the garden 
to focus on such Jewish values 
as “caring for the earth and 
supporting people in need,” its 
greatest value may be that it 
“cultivates a sense of the won-
der of creation.”  

It’s also just plain fun. This 
year, after the sugar snap peas 
were all planted, one mom, 

Tammy Weiss, informed her 
7-year old daughter, Annabelle, 
that religious school would soon 
be over for the year. Annabelle 
was almost in tears.

Not to worry, Annabelle. At 10 
a.m. on Sunday, June 3, all kids 
can experience the Pe’ah Garden 
when the PJ Library hosts its 
Garden Party and Circus. The 
event will star Vegetable Circus, 
an act featuring juggler Brian 
“Hot Soup” Walden and cir-

cus hooper/stilt 
walker Laura 
“Little Legume” 
Hanley. The pair 
uses its amazing 
talents to educate 
youngsters about 
ecology and 
nutrition. Snacks 
also will be pro-
vided, and those 
who wish may 
assist in plant-
ing seedlings that 
religious school 

students started from seed dur-
ing the winter holiday of Tu 
B’shevat. 

In addition, the entire North 
Shore community is always 
invited to come to Temple B’nai 
Abraham on Sunday mornings 
throughout spring and summer 
and help work in the garden. Jim 
Younger, architect, jokester, and 
weekend farmer will be presid-
ing. 

“There’s always something 
that needs doing in a garden,” 
he says. “We can find jobs 
for adults and jobs for kids. 
Especially,” he winks, “kids who 
like sugar.”

Pe’ah Garden plants seeds of knowledge at Beverly temple

Children learn about farming and help plant a vegetable garden at 
Temple B’nai Abraham in Beverly.

Most of the  
vegetables harvested  

… are donated to 
Beverly Bootstraps,  

a nonprofit that 
provides food 

assistance to local 
families in need.
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Temple Emanu-El in Marble-
head and Congregation Shirat 
Hayam in Swampscott are 
employing teenagers as mad-
richim to teach the traditions 
of Jewish faith to the youngest 
generation. 

Each student is assigned a 
job based on their interests. 
Some help with setup and office 
work; others will teach about 
upcoming holidays, traditional 
songs and arts and crafts proj-
ects for the students. 

At Temple Emanu-El, where 
the program has flourished 
for over 20 years, Liz Levin 
was formerly the director for 
33 madrachim from Beverly, 
Danvers, Marblehead, Nahant, 
Salem, and Swampscott. 

Twins Lucy and Aiden New, 
both 14, are now completing 
their first year, teaching at the 
same temple where they learned 
the history of their faith. They 
teach Hebrew and Jewish cul-
ture to preschool to sixth grade 
students.  

“It’s a good experience, now 
that we’re out of Hebrew school, 
to still be connected to the com-
munity.” Lucy said. “I definitely 
want to raise my family Jewish, 
and have a strong membership 
in the temple.” 

Aiden agreed. “I want to raise 
my kids, down the line, to be 
Jewish. I want them to have a 
program like this and do some-
thing like I did.” 

Debbie Reiselman, who has 
been a Jewish educator on the 
North Shore for over 25 years, is 
now the third-grade teacher at 
Temple Emanu-El. “As kids age, 
they still want to be connect-
ed, she said. “The madrachim I 
have, some of them serve as role 
models, and my third graders 
say they want to do that when 
they get older.” 

Nearby at Congregation 
Shirat Hayam in Swampscott, 
the walls outside the Jewish 
Education Center are cov-
ered in artwork from students 
about the days of creation. The 
madrachim program has been 
run by Janis Knight for two 
years. She teaches the religious 
and cultural aspects of being 
Jewish, passing down traditions 
to her students. 

“Helping kids connect to 
their heritage is really impor-
tant to me,” she said. “And it’s 
fun! We have the best time. I 
find being Jewish really fun and 
interesting, so that’s what I do 
with the kids.” 

Jenna Bailen, 14, goes to 
Danvers High and has been 
attending Shirat Hayam since 
third grade. She has been work-
ing as a mentor for the last two 
years. Bailen helps around the 
classroom wherever needed, 
and enjoys being a part of the 

education program. 
“I meet new people, a new 

kid each year,” she said. 
Ben Birnbach, 18, is a mad-

rich at Shirat Hayam and a 
senior at Marblehead High. He 
did not attend Shirat Hayam, 
but came to the temple because 
being a volunteer offered him a 

chance to use his Hebrew skills 
and Jewish education in a work-
ing environment. 

Birnbach will attend Union 
College in in Schenectady, N.Y. 
next fall. “I have a lot of fun 
memories of teaching the kids,” 
he said. “It’s really fun to see 
them start to understand it.”
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Teens teach Jewish education, culture at 
temples in Marblehead, Swampscott

Jenna Bailen cuts challah for a Shabbat service at Shirat Hayam.

A Wednesday Hebrew class at 
Temple Emanu-El.
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Nine synagogues in Greater 
Boston spanning all move-
ments were selected to become 
Congregational Partners of 
the Ruderman Synagogue 
Inclusion Project, collabora-
tion between Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies, Boston’s Jewish 
Federation, and the Ruderman 
Family Foundation. 

Together, they are working 
to create communities where 
people of all abilities are wel-

comed and participate fully. The 
synagogues are Young Israel of 
Brookline; Temple Emanu-El 
of Marblehead; Temple Israel 
of Natick; Temple Aliyah of 
Needham; Congregation Beth 
El-Atereth Israel and Temple 
Reyim of Newton; Temple Sinai 
of Sharon; Temple Emmanuel 
of Wakefield; and Temple Beth 
David of Westwood.

The congregations were rec-
ognized at a community event 

on May 15 at Temple Emanuel 
in Newton. Former Governor 
and First Lady, Michael and 
Kitty Dukakis, participated in 
a panel discussion about the 
importance of destigmatizing 
mental illness and how to best 
support individuals and fami-
lies affected by mental health 
issues. 

The Ruderman Synagogue 
Inclusion Project provides part-
ner synagogues with funding 

and other resources to support 
innovative programs, improve-
ments, or training to become 
more welcoming and inclusive. 
Since its inception four years 
ago, the project has grown from 
three to 40 participating congre-
gations.

The Ruderman Synagogue 
Inclusion Project crosses 
denominations, bringing rab-
bis from all streams of Judaism 
together to collaborate and 
identify significant action to 
make Jewish life more inclusive.

“The impact of the Ruderman 
Synagogue Inclusion Project has 
been incredible,” said Sharon 
Shapiro, trustee and direc-
tor of the Ruderman Family 
Foundation Boston office. 
“Through this work, we have 
infused inclusion into dozens of 
synagogues, touching the lives 
of thousands of families. We 
have worked with congregations 
that are big and small, that rep-
resent all denominations, and 
that span the Greater Boston 
area. 

“We are delighted to focus 
now on mental health and are 
thrilled to see synagogue lead-
ers and community members 
embrace the issue. With this 
work, synagogues are fulfilling 
their potential to be vibrant, 
welcoming, and inclusive for 
all.”

Rabbi Greg Hersh of Temple 
Emmanuel of Wakefield added: 
“While we all can agree that 
being a caring, loving, accept-
ing community is a wonderful 
goal, RSIP has shown us that it’s 
about much more than smiles 
and warm greetings. Our work 
with RSIP has helped us to make 
Temple Emmanuel of Wakefield 
a comfortable home for anyone 
who desires to enter.”

Rabbi David J. Meyer of 
Temple Emanu-El in Marble-
head echoed those thoughts. 
“The members of Temple 
Emanu-El are intentional, cre-
ative, and eager in our pur-
suit of inclusivity,” he said. “As 
expressed in our prayer book, 
‘Mishkan Tefila’: ‘May the door 
to this synagogue be wide 
enough to receive all who hun-
ger for love, all who are lonely 
for fellowship. May it welcome 
all who have cares to unburden, 
thanks to express, hopes to nur-
ture.’”  

Six congregations who are in 
various stages of their inclusion 
efforts will join the project as 
affiliates. They include: Temple 
B’nai Abraham of Beverly; 
Moishe Kavod House of Jamaica 
Plain; Temple Kol Tikvah of 
Sharon; Temple Beth Israel of 
Waltham; and Temple Shir Tikva 
of Wayland. Affiliates are added 
to the program on a rolling basis.

TEMPLE 
NER TAMID 

We are excited to announce the 
brand new Temple Ner Tamid 
Religious School Program 
will be opening this fall! The All New Temple Ner Tamid Religious School 

368 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA 01960 

Innovative 
A new educational program that will offer Jewish children a traditional educational experience 
combined with the use of modern technology. 

Flexible Schedule 
We offset the common issues that families face navigating through very busy schedules by providing 
an opportunity for children to attend religious school sessions in person and online. 

Affordable 
We are pleased to welcome new families with students in our school to the TNT community without 
any additional cost above tuition during their first year of membership. We hope you will take 
advantage of your complimentary membership and join us during High Holiday services. 

Quality 
Our tried and true "traditional conservative" curriculum and our experienced staff will bring a fun 
filled quality learning experience to your family. 

Call (978) 532-1293 to set up a tour 
or visit our website for more information 

www.tamidschool.com 
... .... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . ! •,',. . ' . .. . . .. . . . . . ' ., .. . . . . 

·,:.=:·'.. .. ... : 
' .. . . . . 

. . 

Please join us for an Open House BBQ 
to learn more about 

our exciting new education program 
Monday, June 11th from 6:00 to 7:30 PM 

RSVP to: office@templenertamid.org 

Temple Ner Tamid leading the way through excellence and innovative educational opportunities 
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By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF 

When Yaniv Havusha was 
in college, he went to Israel to 
visit his grandmother. The two 
of them sat down to watch TV 
together because the language 
barrier prevented them from 
being able to have long conver-
sations. At a lull in the show, his 
safta turned to him and said, 
“Know I love you … there’s so 
much I want to tell you.” 

He turned back to her, and 
in the rudimentary Hebrew 
he could muster, replied: 
“Grandma, one day I will go to 
Israel and speak Hebrew.”

Now the director of Jewish 
Student Life for the University 
of Rhode Island Hillel, Havusha 
took a winding route to fulfilling 
that promise.

Despite growing up in 
Swampscott with an Israeli 
father who gave him an Israeli 
name, attending Cohen Hillel 
Academy and having a moth-
er who taught there, Havusha 
didn’t feel much of a connection 
to either Israel or Judaism until 
his college years. 

“Growing up, I wasn’t con-
nected to Israel,” he said. “I 
knew it was a country, and I 

always had a tinge of ‘Maybe I’ll 
make Aliyah and move there.’”

He came close when he spent 
five months living on Kibbutz 
Ma’agan Michael in northern 
Israel right after working as a 
residence director at Merrimack 
College from July 2013 to 
December 2014. At the kibbutz, 
he spent half his day in intensive 
Hebrew classes and the other 

half stocking the almonds and 
dates that the kibbutz produced. 

After five months, he realized 
that just like his parents and so 
many other Diaspora Jews, his 
heart was in Israel, but pragma-
tism kept him from making the 
full plunge. 

“I think I would be happier 
emotionally there than in the 
States,” he said, “but economi-

cally and financially, it would be 
tougher. I think I’m almost too 
Americanized … I have to work, 
work, work.” 

It’s therefore ironic that 
Havusha’s work brings him back 
to Israel three times a year. As 
part of his job at the University 
of Rhode Island, he organizes a 
Birthright trip (for young adults 
ages 18 to 26) each May or June,  
staffs the Lappin Foundation’s 
Youth to Israel trip in July (for 
sophomores or juniors in high 
school), and another Birthright 
trip over winter break. His favor-
ite part of the job is getting to 
watch young people see Israel 
for the first time. He enjoys see-
ing them form the famous bond 
with the homeland that his own 
trips gave to him. 

“During our closing circle, I 
like to give an analogy,” he said. 
“If you think back to your child-
hood, you have a present that 
you never use but you keep in 
the drawer for later. Birthright is 
like that present. It’s there when 
you need it.” 

Havusha never imagined 
himself as a Jewish educator, 
and wasn’t a member of any 
Jewish organizations in college. 
He was a resident adviser in his 
last two years at Curry College 

in Milton, and after graduat-
ing worked as a residence hall 
director at Mitchell College in 
New London, Conn., and assis-
tant to the director of housing 
at Western Connecticut State 
University in Danbury. He got 
his master’s degree in higher 
education administration from 
Merrimack College in 2013  
before moving to the kibbutz. 

Upon his return, he applied 
for the job at URI. It was a perfect 
combination of his Jewish back-
ground and experience working 
with college students. At a col-
lege with 900 Jewish students, he 
organizes and promotes events, 
trips, and educational opportu-
nities.

Just like the hidden present 
in the drawer that he discuss-
es with Birthright attendees, 
Havusha draws upon his own 
memories of attending Cohen 
Hillel and Camp Simchah at the 
JCC of the North Shore. 

“I have small snapshot mem-
ories,” he said. “The teachers 
helped infuse in us [the spirit] 
of tikkun olam and service proj-
ects.”

Even though he may not live 
in Israel, it’s clear that Havusha 
has more or less made good on 
his promise to his grandmother. 

Swampscott’s Havusha finds his connection to Israel

Yaniv Havusha with a colleague.

Ruderman Synagogue Inclusion Project expands with nine new partner congregations

A panel discussion at the Ruderman Synagogue Inclusion Project’s 
May 15 event at Temple Emanuel in Newton.
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By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

One Sunday in late 2014, 
Lowell educator Marcy Winer 
was reading The Boston Globe 
with her husband, as she did 
every Sunday. Winer would find 
a story that would change her 
life.

“I read an article about home-
less children living in a North 
Shore motel,” Winer recalled. “I 
could not just put that article 
aside and go on with my day. 
I had to email [the paper] and 
find out what I could do to help 
these children.”

As an early childhood educa-
tor, Winer is all too aware of the 
challenges that all students face, 
even those with what appear 
to be solid families and safe, 
secure homes. She also knows 
how exposing all children to 
literature and supporting their 
engagement with words is vital 
to their learning and to their 
development.

Inspired by the story she had 
read, Winer began contacting 
family, friends, and colleagues 
to help her organize a book drive 
to support these homeless chil-
dren in the best way she knew 
how. That drive would eventu-
ally blossom into Project DEAR 
(DONATE, EDUCATE, AMAZE, 

READ), a nonprofit Winer runs 
that bring books and reading to 
children in diverse situations.

“I also organized read-a-
louds at the shelters and motels 
and would sit with the chil-
dren and read to them,” Winer 
explains. “It [makes for] such a 
heartwarming event.”

In addition, Winer also has 
organized story hours for home-
less children and families. 

“I also work with library vol-
unteers in many areas to obtain 
clean, used books for dona-
tions,” she says.

In addition to schools in 

Lowell (where Winer was recent-
ly recognized as Paraprofessional 
of the Year by the local Rotary 
at its annual Celebration of 
Teaching), DEAR has expand-
ed to support students in other 
schools and communities.  

“We continue to provide 
books,” Winer says, noting 
recent expansions into Beverly 
and Gloucester.

Having made meaningful 
inroads to supporting young 
people, Winer was 
soon inspired to 
deepen her com-
mitment.

“In 2005, at 
the urging of my 
best friend Paula, 
I applied to be a 
paraprofession-
al in the Lowell 
Public Schools,” 
Winer recalls, cit-
ing a long history 
of volunteering at 
the Shaughnessy 
School that her daughters 
attended. “I loved visiting the 
school and engaging in the 
classroom environment.”

Among the extra-special 
moments Winer recalls were 
when she brought her menorah 
to explain Hanukkah to the chil-
dren. She even donated one to 
the school.

Winer is grateful for the wel-
coming community she found 
at the former Temple Beth El in 
Lowell when she moved there 
in 1995. 

“Almost by accident I landed 
the job as office administrator,” 

she recalls. “I loved my job and 
loved being surrounded by a 
Jewish community that became 
my extended family.”

In addition to lifelong friends, 
the temple provided Winer and 
her family with opportunities to 
engage spiritually in ways she 
had not been able to before.

“My children were absorb-
ing a Jewish education that I 
missed growing up with,” she 
says. “I was able to provide them 

something that 
would be a life-
long connection 
to their Jewish 
heritage.”

Such connec-
tions also run 
strong through 
Winer’s work 
with her stu-
dents in Lowell 
and with the 
many more 
young people 
and families 

she has helped through Project 
DEAR.

“I love that Project DEAR is 
helping homeless families and 
children on the North Shore,” 
the Peabody native says. “I 
consider my little organization 
doing a mitzvah every time I 
donate.”

Winer also feels a strong 
sense of tikkun olam and tries to 
share and spread that through 
her work.

“It translates to ‘repair the 
world,’” she says. “I feel like 
Project DEAR does that one 
book at a time.”

Repairing the world, one book at a time

Marcy Winer

In the fall of 2017, the Jewish 
Community Center of the North 
Shore in Marblehead expand-
ed its highly successful Sea 
Serpent swim team to include 
Olympic Way, a team for swim-
mers with physical challenges 
and neurodiverse abilities. 
JCCNS Olympic Way competes 
in Special Olympics events.

During weekly practices, 
the swimmers are able to bond 
through team-building activi-
ties, as well as develop individ-
ually as athletes by practicing 
customized workouts created 
by their coaches. 

On April 22, Olympic Way 
members attended their first 
Special Olympic qualifica-
tion meet at Bridgewater State 
University. 

“The meet was initially a 
bit overwhelming for a lot of 
our swimmers,” said Coach 
Brandon O’Donnell, “but that 
didn’t stop them. I encour-
aged them by saying ‘We may 
be small but we are mighty!’” 
before the swimmers started 
their first event. 

“With the time and effort 
that the swimmers put into 
their training, it was no sur-
prise that each of them quali-
fied for the finals meet at 
Harvard University, an incred-
ible accomplishment that has 
brought them, their families, 
and their coaches a tremendous 
amount of pride.”

Results from the meet 
included:

Anthony Legee: 1st place, 
11-and-under 25-meter back-
stroke; Max Kaplan: 2nd in 
12-14 25m backstroke, 2nd 
in 12-14 50m freestyle; Jacob 
Yellin: 1st in adult 50m back-
stroke, 1st in adult 50m free-
style; and Max Schapiro: 1st in 
12-14 25m backstroke, 1st in 
12-14 50m freestyle.

While holding up his hard-

earned gold medals, Schapiro 
proclaimed, “Now I know how 
Michael Phelps feels!” 

The coaches, O’Donnell and 
Bailey Eastwood, “care, support, 
and encourage the swimmers 
all to be the best they can,” 
Max’s mother said. “The swim-
mers are really lucky to have 
them both as coaches.”

O’Donnell thinks he’s the 
lucky one to be coaching the 
kids and having the opportunity 
to see them accomplish things 
that bring them such a great 
sense of pride. 

“I love that we are able to help 
our swimmers achieve goals 
they may not have previously 
thought they could achieve,” he 
said.  

The JCCNS Olympic Way 
swim team will continue train-
ing through the summer and 
is encouraging more swimmers 
to join.

JCCNS Olympic Way swim 
team dives into competition

when your apartment is 
at Two Victory Road.

The perfect address for people 
who want a little extra help to 

get a lot more out of life.

Two Victory Road is a wonderful 
neighborhood conveniently located 
on a scenic and serene pond on the 

Salem/Lynn line. 

Featuring a brand new community 
room, gym and active resident 

service program.

1 and 2 bedrooms 
starting at $1,500

Contact Karen at 978-532-4800 
for a property tour

Professionally managed by 
Crowninshield Management Company

There is no place like home

Workers’ Compensation 
and Personal Injury Lawyers

27 Congress Street
Suite 301
Salem, MA 01970 

978-745-0914
www.ppnlaw.com

(L-R): Judson Pierce, Daniel Napolitano, Alan Pierce

Pierce, Pierce
& Napolitano

attorneys at law

“My children were 
absorbing a Jewish 

education that I missed 
… I was able to provide 

them something that 
would be a lifelong 
connection to their 
Jewish heritage.” 

– Marcy Winer



As social activists throughout the world 
take aim at Israel, labeling the 60 who died 
when they tried to storm the Israeli border 

as victims of a massacre, there are many reasons 
to mourn the dead in Gaza. 

It was a massacre, but the blame must be 
assigned to Hamas and other Palestinian terror 
organizations and clerics. The media was quick 
to draw an analogy between the organized Gaza 
riot and the US Embassy move to Jerusalem, 
which occurred the same day. But the 60 who 
died were victims of a nationalist narrative based 
largely on a farrago of fiction, child abuse and 
brainwashing. 

The riot had nothing to do with the US 
Embassy move. Rather, it was a reaffirmation of 
official Palestinian policy – known as the Right 
of Return – that calls for all Palestinians to return 
to live in present-day Israel. The event, known as 
the Great Return March, was the culmination of 
weeks of protests by Gazans at the border. The 
protesters were armed with guns and knives. 
They attached Molotov-cocktails to kites and 
flew them into Israel, burning dozens of acres 
of Israeli fields. In the earlier protests, they 
repeatedly set their own gas lines on fire causing 
over $10 million in damages. 

The protesters were victims of an ideology 
they have been raised to accept since birth – a 
toxic hateful blend of Islamic fundamentalism, 
Palestinian nationalism and anti-Semitism. 
Children are taught in US-subsidized United 
Nations schools that the Right of Return must 
be implemented; that all of Israel is Islamic land, 
from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea; 
that Jews are sons of pigs and apes; that Jews 
have no historical association to Jerusalem, or 
Israel; that jihad, or holy war, is a noble cause 
that every Palestinian must fulfill. 

Every summer, Hamas recruits 15,000 
students from these UN schools and enrolls 
them in military training camps where they are 
trained to shoot guns, to stab, to crawl through 
tunnels and kidnap Israelis. 

Astonishingly – some 25 years after the Oslo 
Accord – the Palestinians do not have an agenda 
for peace that involves the existence of Israel, 
or Jews. For decades, they have sacrificed their 
children in order to prop up this ideology. While 
the ideology continues, innocent Palestinian 
children lay buried beneath the ground. All 
for the sake of a belief system that is based on 
fantasy. 
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Governor Charlie Baker’s 
commitment to making Mass-
achusetts better is truly an 
inspiration and his passion for 
making our communities safer 
and stronger is second to none.

I was proud to join him 
recently at an event celebrat-
ing the greater Jewish commu-
nity, where he personally spoke 
about his administration’s 
efforts to increase public safety 
and curb violence, while build-
ing stronger bonds with the 
state of Israel.

On an economic level, this is 
hugely important – Mass-
achusetts and Israel share a 
unique relationship, particularly 
in digital health and cybersecu-
rity, the focus of the governor’s 
first and only economic devel-
opment mission abroad in 2016.

On a personal, spiri-
tual and cultural level, the 
Commonwealth and Israel are 
intertwined in our shared val-
ues and desire for freedom and 
peace. Through the governor’s 
words I could sense the emotion 

he felt as he traveled across the 
country, visiting historically and 
religiously significant sites like 
Yad Vashem, the Western Wall 
and the Sea of Galilee.

Governor Baker has stood 
with us time and again, prom-
ising to continue making our 
Commonwealth the diverse, 
inclusive and welcoming place 
that it is – and I look forward to 
standing with him in November 
as he seeks re-election.

Eddie Knopf
Swampscott

Governor Baker is a friend of the Jewish community and Israel

By Reuven Berko
JNS.ORG 

Those close to Palestinian 
Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas are 

going to great lengths to hide 
the true condition of his health. 
With his hospitalizations 
becoming more frequent, many 
expect him to face the music, 
declare he is unable to perform 
his duties and name a successor 
or, at the very least, delegate his 
powers in preparations for the 
future. 

Abbas was re-elected as chair-
man of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization’s Executive 
Committee in early May and 
named former Nablus Governor 
Mahmoud Aloul as his deputy, 
but it is well known that the 
nomination was a temporary 
stopgap as Aloul, who lacks cha-
risma as well as mass support 
among the Palestinians, will be 
unable to stop the bloody race 
to power when the time comes. 

Palestinian officials expect 
that the battle for power, in 
which Israel will strive not to 
intervene, will pit members 

of the Palestinian Authority’s  
“founders’ order” against the 
younger generation, as well 
as against Fatah’s own hawk-
ish opposition, of which exiled 
Fatah strongman Mohammed 
Dahlan, former head of the 
Preventive Security Force in 
the West Bank Jibril Rajoub 
and head of the Palestinian 
Authority’s General Intelligence 
Service Majid Faraj have already 
emerged as the frontrunners. 

In these officials’ view, the 
risk of chaos is increasing 
because of the volatile involve-
ment of Dahlan’s well-funded 
supporters in Gaza, the Al-Aqsa 
Martyrs Brigades, Fatah’s mili-
tary wing and even Hamas, 
which has made no secret of 
its desire to overrun the West 
Bank and unite the Palestinians 
under its rule. 

But why is Abbas so vehe-
mently against naming an 

actual successor and ensuring 
an orderly transition of power? 
The answer lies with the mur-
derous historical nature of the 
terrorist syndicate, which has 
no clear democratic procedures 
and where those closest to the 
leader may end up posing the 
biggest threat to him. The politi-
cally weak Aloul, however, poses 
no such threat, which is exactly 
why he was chosen. 

The pantheon of aging PLO 
leaders still enjoys credibility as 
they all have Jewish blood on 
their hands. And the same can 
be said of jailed convicted mur-
derer Marwan Barghouti and 
Dahlan, who also enjoy the sup-
port of some of their elders as 
part of inter-Palestinian ploys. 

Overall, however, the PLO 
is losing its credibility due to 
its political failures on both the 
global and Arab arena, culmi-
nating in the relocation of the 
U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem. The 
PLO is also plagued by massive 
corruption, leading to increased 
support for Hamas, which is 
perceived as “corruption-free” 
despite its defeats in Gaza. As 
far as many Palestinians are 

concerned, Hamas is preferable 
to Fatah because the corrupt 
PLO’s recognition of Israel has 
done nothing to contribute to 
the formation of a Palestinian 
state. 

Palestinian intellectuals 
believe that failure to create an 
agreed-upon political solution 
for the post-Abbas era will cre-
ate a power vacuum and place 
whatever is left of the Palestinian 
unity in unprecedented danger. 
In their view, chaos will pro-
duce internal bloodshed and 
prompt terrorism against Israel, 
which will have no choice but 
to intervene and eliminate the 
remnants of that unity. 

These intellectuals believe 
that this historic juncture will 
test whether the Palestinians 
have evolved into a people that 
have the political and social 
abilities necessary to join the 
family of nations or whether 
they are still little more than a 
corrupt terrorist syndicate.

Dr. Reuven Berko was the 
adviser on Arab affairs to the 
Jerusalem district police and a 
writer for Israel Hayom.

After Abbas: expect chaos

Child abuse in Gaza

Mahmoud Abbas was hospitalized three times last week.    
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By David Brinn  

Like that famous 1976 New 
Yorker illustration by Saul 
Steinberg that presented 

Manhattan as the over-large 
center of the world, those of us 
in Jerusalem usually have an 
inflated sense of our own sig-
nificance in the universe. Then 
along come the events of the 
last couple weeks to totally jus-
tify that lofty self-importance.

In the course of a few days, 
Israel engaged Iran in tit-for-
tat missile attacks in Syria, with 
Israel doubling down on the 

m e s s a g e 
that it was 
not going 
to permit 
Iran to 
establish 

a presence in the war-torn coun-
try from which to launch attacks. 
Of course, that didn’t stay in 
the headlines long, because that 
weekend, the annual pinnacle 
of glitz, the Eurovision Song 
Contest, took place in Portugal. 
Americans can’t understand it 
(unless you love Abba), but it’s 
a holy event on the Continent – 
Israel included.

And despite our PR woes and 
lack of good standing politi-
cally with many of the contes-
tant countries, Israel walked 
away with its first victory since 
1998 – courtesy of flamboyant 
Netta Barzilai and her #MeToo 
anthem “Toy,” complete with 
chicken movements and move-
ments that had everybody imi-
tating her from Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and 
President Reuven Rivlin to every 

school kid in the country.
Netta’s triumphant return to 

Israel on May 14 coincided with 
two events, each of which on 
their own warranted across the 
top of the page headlines. The 
controversial ceremony mark-
ing the move of the US Embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem 
coincided with the Palestinian 
‘March of Return’ in Gaza that 
left some 60 protesters dead at 
the hands of the Israel Defense 
Forces after they closed in on 
the border with Israel.

The Gazans, led by their 
Hamas leadership, had been 
staging the protests every 
Friday for five weeks, but chose 
to change the date to Monday 
to coincide with the embassy 
ceremony and with their annual 
commemoration of ‘Nakba’ – 
the day of catastrophe – mark-
ing the creation of the state of 
Israel on May 15, 1948.

That’s a lot for one little 
country to handle in one day. 
But then the media coverage 
complicated things even fur-
ther. Visual split screens on 
cable news networks and in 

leading newspapers juxtaposed 
the shiny, happy Israelis and 
Americans, led by Netanyahu 
and Trump emissaries Ivanka 
Trump and Jared Kushner 
respectively with scenes of vio-
lence from Gaza.

The desired message spread 
across the world was clear 
– Trump’s decision to move 
the embassy wreaked havoc 
in the region and innocent 
Palestinians were dying as a 
result of the callous and brutal 
Israelis.

The facile cause-effect syn-
drome was exemplified by The 
New York Daily News splashing 
a “Daddy’s Little Ghoul” head-
line aside a photo of a smil-
ing Ivanka next to the Gazan 
dead. The New York Times sim-
ply headlined their story with 
“Israel kills 60 Palestinians.”

Of course, they managed to 
miss the crucial information that 
the protests were far from non-
violent. Almost all of the dead 
were Hamas members who, if 
not confronted, were on their 
way into Israel for something far 
more sinister and deadly than 

having a cup of coffee. 
Trump haters and Israel 

haters alike went wild, unable 
or unwilling to consider the 
nuances of both the embassy 
move and the Gaza riots.

When I entered the Facebook 
and Twitter minefield to correct 
a number of misinformed post-
ers that the Palestinian protest 
had very little correlation to the 
embassy opening, I was vilified 
as ‘fundamentalist,’ ‘xenopho-
bic’ and ‘twisted’ by normally 
intelligent American liberals 
who preferred name-calling to 
engagement.

I was taken aback at how 
their hatred of Trump – justi-
fied on so many levels without 
having to invent ‘trumped-up’ 
charges – automatically trans-
ferred to Israel. 

The embassy move was 100 
percent a sound decision – the 
old argument that the embas-
sy can’t be moved until there 
is a peace agreement with the 
Palestinians has been proven to 
be a fallacy. But, like many mod-
erates in Israel, I was also 100 
percent embarrassed that it had 

to be implemented by Trump 
and had to turn off the TV in 
shame during the embassy cer-
emony at the glorification of the 
president and the evangelical 
Right. 

The only thing that could 
wash away the bad taste was 
to join thousands of Israelis 
at Rabin Square in Tel Aviv 
that night to celebrate Netta’s 
Eurovision win and sing along 
as she performed “Toy” to the 
wildly cheering crowd.

On a day when Israel was 
indeed the center of the uni-
verse, and Israelis were squab-
bling over the army’s actions 
in Gaza and the embassy move 
in Jerusalem, the only universal 
truth was that Netta rocks.

Waking up the next morn-
ing with trepidation, Israelis 
wondered what headline-
making news would be await-
ing. Whatever it was, it would 
likely reinforce our view that 
Jerusalem is the center of the 
world.

David Brinn writes from 
Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem: The center of the universe

Letter 
from 
Jerusalem

By Julie Ingersoll

At the opening ceremony 
for the US embassy in 
Jerusalem on Monday, as 

Israeli soldiers shot at Palestinian 
protesters, killing 60 and 
wounding 2,400, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
proclaimed to widespread 
cheers, “The Temple Mount is in 
our hands!” President Trump’s 
actions are being hailed as a 
fulfillment of biblical prophecy 
and he is being likened to the 
biblical King Cyrus who ended 
the Babylonian captivity and 
invited Jews to return to Israel to 
rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem.

The opening of the embas-
sy was consecrated, as it were, 
by two pastors who exempli-
fy the concerns, complexities 
and controversies of moving 
the embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem.

Robert Jeffress is pastor of 
a Dallas-area Southern Baptist 
megachurch, a radio host and 
an author. John Hagee is pastor 
of a San Antonio Pentecostal 
megachurch, TV host and 
author, as well as the founder 
of Christians United for Israel. 
Baptists and Pentecostals have 
some deep disagreements, but 
Jeffress and Hagee share two 
convictions that are important 
for understanding the signifi-
cance of this development for 
Trump’s supporters.

The first of these shared 
convictions is end-times theol-
ogy. A broad swath of American 
Christians hold to an interpre-
tation of the Bible that antici-
pates the world getting worse 
and worse until Jesus returns 

to rescue born-again believers. 
This leaves the rest of us to suf-
fer through a period they call 
The Great Tribulation, which is 
followed by the destruction of 
Satan and the establishment of 
the Kingdom of God on Earth.

Versions of this theology 
have been around since the 
beginning of the church (it’s 
why, for example, Saint Paul told 
Christians it’s better to remain 
single than to marry). But the 
version to which Jeffress and 
Hagee adhere dates to the 1970s. 
In this version, the re-estab-
lishment of the state of Israel 
and complete Israeli control of 
Jerusalem are central, because 
these developments allow the 
re-establishment of the sacri-
fices at the temple. This sets the 
end times in motion. 

While some Christians 
debate the details of the end of 
time, others just embrace the 
end-times ethos – also known 
as premillennialism – as a badge 
of membership in a group, just 
what “our people” believe. For 
evangelical Christians looking 
to grow their ranks, it was rhe-

torically useful. It promoted a 
view of a terrifying and imme-
diate future that could only 
be escaped through the con-
version upon which this kind 
of Christianity is built. And it 
fostered a heady sense of the 
importance of the immediate 
moment in which believers live: 
The immediate anticipation 
of the fulfillment of prophecy 
let believers see their lives and 
their time in history as singu-
larly important. End-times the-
ology, then, plays on hubris and 
vanity.

It would be easy to misread 
end-times theology as quirky 
and benign – and people like 
Jeffress and Hagee, and the 
evangelicals who follow them, 
do smooth over the rough edges 
of their views for mainstream 
public consumption. Neither 
Jeffress nor Hagee, for exam-
ple, mentioned the end times 
in their remarks at the event in 
Jerusalem on Monday.

But paying attention to the 
second concern these two pas-
tors share helps us to hear what 
both men left unspoken in their 

prayers at the new embassy. 
To Jeffress, Hagee and the vast 
number of evangelicals who fol-
low them, the world is divided: 
into people like them, who are 
saved, and all the rest of us, who 
are destined for hell. 

Jeffress’ many comments to 
this effect have led Mormon 
and Catholic leaders to con-
demn him. Jeffress has said that 
Mormons, Catholics, Hindus, 
Buddhist, Muslims and, yes, 
Jews are all going to hell. The 
evangelical relationship with 
Jews is particularly ambivalent 
because, while evangelicals 
believe that “the Jews” have a 
“special” role to play in history – 
the Jews are necessary to bring-
ing about the return of Jesus 
– the only Jews who aren’t con-
demned to hell are those who 
become Christians. 

In perhaps the most graphic 
example of how this instrumen-
tal theology makes the Jewish 
people nothing more than tools 
in God’s plan to build a kingdom 
for His people, Hagee has said 
that God sent Hitler, a “half-
breed Jew,” as a “hunter.” In 

other words, God allowed the 
murder of millions of Jews in 
order to bring disobedient Jews 
back to Israel. When an audio 
recording of those remarks was 
made public, in 2008, Sen. John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) was forced to 
reject Hagee’s endorsement of 
his run for the presidency. 

The end-times framework no 
doubt appeals to Trump’s own 
sense of destiny and his tenden-
cy toward grandiosity. It’s also 
strategically effective in shor-
ing up the support of evangeli-
cals, a crucial part of the presi-
dent’s base, as the embattled 
White House hurtles toward the 
November midterms.

The concept of dog-whistle 
politics – the idea that politi-
cians work to speak to the broad 
public while using coded lan-
guage and framing to convey, to 
insiders, messages that would 
be offensive to that broader 
public – is often overused. And 
yet, it seems decidedly appli-
cable here. Some heard in those 
prayers generic messages about 
peace and the safety of Israel. 
Others heard that they, and their 
fellow believers, are at the cen-
ter of God’s plan for history. And 
they heard loud and clear the 
essential message that, despite 
his failings, the president is 
playing his part.

Julie Ingersoll is Professor 
of Religious Studies at the 
University of North Florida. She 
teaches and writes about reli-
gion, politics, violence and the 
Christian right. Her most recent 
book is Building God’s Kingdom: 
Inside the World of Christian 
Reconstruction. 

Trump’s Jerusalem embassy ceremony, and god whistle politics

Pastor John Hagee spoke at the US embassy dedication in Jerusalem.  Pastor Robert Jeffress

Jared and Ivanka at the new US Embassy. Israeli singer Netta Barzilai. Palestinians protest in Gaza.



By Alan Pierce 
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BEVERLY – A famous ad cam-
paign of many years ago pro-
claimed” “You don’t have to be 
Jewish to love Levy’s” rye bread. 
In more recent times, apparent-
ly one need not be Jewish to be a 
member of a synagogue.

At Temple B’nai Abraham of 
Beverly’s Annual Congregational 
Meeting on May 17, the 75 or 
so members who voted, unani-
mously amended the temple 
bylaws to allow membership 

and limited, non-ritual related 
voting privileges to the non-
Jewish spouse or partner in an 
interfaith household.

With a growing number of 
interfaith families choosing 
to affiliate with a synagogue, 
last year the umbrella body 
for Conservative synagogues 
approved a resolution to allow 
individual congregations to 
decide whether to grant mem-
bership to non-Jews.

Following the lead of other 
congregations, Temple B’nai 
Abraham – which is unaffiliat-
ed but follows the principles of 
the Conservative Judaism – has 
now included in its governing 
document the phrase K’rovei 
Yisrael which has been defined 
as “close to the Jewish people.” 
Rabbi Alison Adler and a focus 
group made up of Board mem-
bers and interfaith couples rec-
ommended this change.  

According to TBA president 
Ken Hartman, “Spouses and 
partners of our interfaith fami-
lies contribute significantly to 
our community. They’ve always 
been thought of as a part of our 
family and now with this change 
to our bylaws, we can formally 
recognize their place as mem-
bers of Temple B’nai Abraham.”

Tim Averill, who along with 
wife Lauren and their daughters 
has been part of the TBA fam-
ily for many years, embraced 
the bylaw change. “It is gratify-
ing that as a non-Jewish spouse 
of a Jewish member, I will now 
be encouraged to be even more 
engaged as a voting member of 
the Temple. While there are still 
many details to be worked out, 
it is clear that TBA is very inclu-
sive and welcoming to all people 
who wish to be part of a vibrant 
community.”

Beverly temple changes 
membership policy 

By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Nearly every American 
student has read a play 
by Arthur Miller at some 

point in their academic career. 
“The Crucible” is perennially 
one of the most-produced plays 
in schools across the country 
and “Death of a Salesman” has 
been back to Broadway many 
times. 

Even so, there are many 
parts of Miller’s life that remain 
a mystery. Perhaps most pro-
found of these is the fact that, 
for much of his later life, he 
denied the existence of a son 
who had Down Syndrome, only 
realizing towards the end of his 
life that he had made a tragic 
mistake and, in some ways, had 
been a hypocrite.

In the play “Fall” (performed 
at the Huntington Theatre in 
Boston May 18-June 16), New 
York Times writer and inter-
national playwright Bernard 
Weinraub puts a slightly theatri-
cal spin on a story he first found 
in 2007 and, in the process, 
allows critics and fans alike the 
opportunity to learn a bit more 
about the artist many think they 
know.

Though he may be best 
known for his work in the Times, 
Weinraub maintains that he had 
“always been interested in play-
writing” and explains that, as 
Miller and Tennessee Williams 
were “the major American play-
wrights of the time,” he had a 
longtime interest in Miller that 
went beyond his work.

“When I was a kid,” he recalls, 
“I loved to go to the theater! As 

soon as I was old enough, I went 
to see Broadway plays.”

In Miller’s time, it was not so 
shocking to have family mem-
bers with mental or physical 
challenges institutionalized and 
many families erased all records 
of them, just as Miller appar-
ently did. That is why Weinraub 
is so eager to suggest that his 
play is not intended to damn or 
demean the great artist who has 
inspired so many.

“The play is in no way 
a demonization of Miller,” 
Weinraub asserts, “It’s a sad 
story that tries to understand 
both Miller and his wife [pho-
tographer Inge Morath], and it’s 
a tragic story.”

Instead of pointing a finger 
at Miller for apparently treat-
ing his own son in this way, 
Weinraub hopes to explain the 

situation so that viewers can 
perhaps come to understand 
Miller’s motivations.

“I want people to under-
stand his pain and his shame 
at the time,” Weinraub 
explains, noting that Miller 
had recently taken years away 
from his work to care for then-
wife Marilyn Monroe and was 
therefore reticent to give over 
so much of himself to anyone, 
even a child.

“Erasing a child is hard to 
understand,” Weinraub admits, 
“but Daniel came along at a 
time when he had had years 
with Marilyn Monroe and had 
stopped writing because he was 
caring for her and keeping her 

from the edge of self-destruc-
tion and to help her endure her 
pain.”

Miller was apparently aware 
of the sacrifices that might be 
involved with caring for his son. 
Weinraub suggests that there 
may not only be themes in the 
story that can be seen in Miller’s 
works, but also in works that 
may have inspired him, includ-
ing the Old Testament.

“There are elements of sacri-
ficing the son, and fathers for-
giving sons and paying the price 
for it, and other Old Testament 
themes,” Weinraub says of his 
play, “but that’s my take on it. 
It’s not what Miller wrote.”
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In ‘Fall,’ Weinraub explores Arthur Miller’s demons 

Playwright Bernard Weinraub, right, on stage.
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By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

SWAMPSCOTT – While Irin 
Carmon and Shana Knizhnik’s 
2015 book, “Notorious RBG: The 
Life and Times of Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg,” arguably branded 
the Supreme Court justice as a 
pop-cultural phenomenon, the 
recently released documentary, 
“RBG,” leaves no room to mis-
take this woman for a fluffy con-
temporary trend. The diminutive 
85-year-old intellectual power-
house is fierce, uncompromis-
ing, and a champion of wom-
en’s rights. After 25 years on the 
Supreme Court, she remains a 
force to be reckoned with.

Ginsburg’s determination, 
courage, and steadfast ability 
to drill down on overwhelming 
numbers of details are the thread 
in the fabric of her remarkable 
life. Even her personal train-
er, Bryant Johnson, calls her a 
“cyborg.”

Directors Betsy West and Julie 
Cohen and editor Carla Gutierrez 
have crafted an unabashed val-

entine to the second woman 
and sixth Jew appointed to the 
US Supreme Court, peppering 
their film with interviews, public 
appearances, archival material, 
and even a Trump tweet. In less 
than two hours, they cover a lot 
of ground.

Born to impoverished 
immigrants in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
Ginsburg’s intellectual prowess 
was evident at a young age. She 
credits her mother in particular 
with encouraging her to reach 
her full potential.

Central to the film and to 
Ginsburg’s life is the story of her 
marriage to Marty Ginsburg, one 
year her senior, whom she met 
during her undergraduate days 
at Cornell. 

“He was the first boy I ever 
knew who cared that I had a 
brain,” she said. A successful tax 
attorney, Marty was also his wife’s 
biggest supporter, holding down 
the domestic front with their two 
children while she made history, 
and greasing the wheels behind 
the scene to ensure her name 
was on President Clinton’s list 
of candidates when Byron White 

retired from the Supreme Court 
in 1993.

Ginsburg’s days at Harvard 
Law School planted the seed 
for her trailblazing fight for the 
rights of women and other mar-
ginalized groups. As one of only 
nine women in a class of 500, she 
recalled – with neither resent-
ment nor belligerence  – the dean 
asking her why she thought she 
deserved a seat that belonged to 
a man. 

When her husband graduated 
a year ahead of her and took a job 
in New York, she transferred to 
Columbia Law School, where she 
graduated at the top of her class 
with distinction. Nonetheless, 
no firm would hire her. “Being 
a woman was an impediment,” 
she said.

Determined to remove that 
obstruction for others, she 
cofounded the ACLU’s Women’s 
Rights Project while on the fac-
ulty at Rutgers Law School and 
wrote the first legal casebook on 
gender-based discrimination. 
She also formulated a slow but 
steady legal strategy to end sexu-
al discrimination fashioned after 
Thurgood Marshall’s success at 
ending the US’s official policy of 
segregation. 

She argued six cases before 
the Supreme Court (winning 
five), reasoning that the Equal 
Protection Clause of the 14th 
Amendment barred treating 
women differently than men, just 
as it barred racial discrimination. 

“Ruth Bader Ginsburg quite 
literally changed the way the 
world is for women,” NPR’s Nina 
Totenberg said during an on-
screen interview.

Nowhere is that more evi-

dent than during Ginsburg’s 
Senate confirmation hearings 
for the Supreme Court, when 
she at times seems to play the 
role of patient professor lectur-
ing the judiciary panel. “RBG” 
paints a memorable portrait of 
an extraordinarily hardworking 
woman; but, it is also at its heart 
a primer on constitutional law.  

Overall, despite its passion 
and solemnity, the film has a 
light touch, never diving deep-
ly into the grit and controversy 

that must have swirled behind 
those hallowed judicial cham-
bers. Ginsburg may be brainy 
and indomitable, but she is also 
charming and approachable.

That accessibility may explain 
why Teen Vogue, the e-magazine 
geared to teenage girls, touts 
an unlikely pair of stories on its 
recent home page. One features 
photos of Rihanna’s new linge-
rie line. The other is “7 Essential 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg Supreme 
Rulings to Know About.” 
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In ‘RGB’ documentary, a justice reigns supreme

Photo: Magnolia Pictures
Justice Ginsburg’s mid-workout routine in “RBG.” 



THE START-UP NATION
Learn about exciting Israeli High Tech in 

Massachusetts. 

Dan Trajman, 
President and CEO 

of the NE-Israel Business 
Council, will present 
a brief history of the 
Israeli high tech industry 
from early 1900s to the 
present and its impact 
on the Massachusetts 
economy. 7 p.m.  RSVP 
to Susan Feinstein at 
978-740-4431 or sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org. Free. 

Temple Sinai, One Community Road, Marblehead.

HONORING DEBORAH AND 
MARTIN GREENSTEIN. 

Temple B’nai Abraham (TBA) will 
honor long-time members at its annual 
gala at Bill Hanney’s North Shore Music Theatre in 

Beverly. Tickets are $80 per person and include hors d’oeuvre 
reception, a seat at the NSMT’s opening production of MAME, and 
an intermission dessert reception. 

For tickets and information contact Deb Shutzman at 978-927-3211, 
or deb.schutzman@tbabeverly.org.

12 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – MAY 24, 2018 COMMUNITY NEWS

Looking Ahead
JUNE 

5

JUNE
12

MAY 26
THE RHEA SIMON JAZZ TRIO performs at The 
Colonial Inn  in Concord, MA. The swinging Jazz will 
be in the Forge Tavern 7:30-10:30 p.m. 48 Monument 
Square, Concord, MA 978-369-9200. No cover. 

SHABBAT AT BREAKHEART RESERVATION 
with Temple Emmanuel of Wakefield Rabbi Greg invites 
interested people 
to join community 
members for 
a Shabbat at 
Breakheart 
Reservation at 
9:30 a.m.  Meet 
at the Vocational 
School parking lot 
off Hemlock Road. 
For a complete list of Shabbat services and events 
go to: WakefieldTemple.org. Temple Emmanuel, 120 
Chestnut St., Wakefield. 

MAY 30
BABIES & BOOKS PLAYTIME Babies (12 
months and younger), parents, grandparents and 
caregivers are invited to drop in to play and get to know 
each other. 10 - 11 a.m. Free and open to all. NSJCC, 
240 Lynnfield St., Peabody. RSVP to Arlyne at arlyneg@
nsjcc.org.

MAY 30 - JUNE 25
“A PUTATIVE LIFE OF HANNAH ARENDT” A 
salon of works by Miriam Shenitzer at the Elie Wiesel 
Center for Jewish Studies Venue opens for viewing  
3pm Symposium Featuring: Joni Doherty, Philosopher 
and Public Scholar Jennifer Hall, Curator, Artist-
Philosopher Steve Locke, Visual Artist Thomas Meyer, 
arendt scholar and philosopher Miriam Shenitzer, artist 

moderation: Michael Zank, director. 5 p.m. reception. 
The event is free and open to the public, but registration 
is required. Exhibition (by appointment). Contact: Dr. 
Theresa Cooney at 617-353-8096 or ewcjs@bu.edu. 2 
p.m. Boston University, 147 Bay State Road, 2nd floor.

JUNE 1
MUSICAL KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE 
“Pre-neg” (Wine & Cheese for adults, snacks for kids) 
at 6 p.m.; Shabbat Service with the Alle Brider Band at 
7 p.m.; “Oneg” (coffee cake and fruit) at 8 p.m. Free. 
Temple Ahavat Achim, 86 Middle St., Gloucester.

JUNE 3
MODELING WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP 
Synagogue Council office invite the community for 
a Champagne reception and keynote panel featuring 
prominent and innovative leaders including Ruthanne 
Fuller, the first female mayor of Newton, healthcare 
advocate and educator, Lauren Corduck, and others. The 
event will launch a new initiative to cultivate women’s 
mentorship and young leadership in congregations 
and in the Jewish community. 5:30 p.m.info@
synagoguecouncil.org, 617-244-6506. Temple Emunah, 
Lexington. 

GARDEN PARTY  
Families with children 
ages 8 and younger 
are invited to enjoy 
Vegetable Circus, a 
national program that 
uses circus arts to teach 
ways to live healthy. Help 
Temple B’nai Abraham 
plan its Pe’ah Garden. 
10 - 11 a.m. RSVP to 
Phyllis Osher 978-4404 
or posher@lappinfoundation.org. Free. Temple B’nai 
Abraham, 200 Lothrop St., Beverly.



CONGRATULATE YOUR GRADUATE

CALLING ALL NORTH SHORE KIDS!

SUNDAYS | 12:30-2:00PM

Yachad, the National Jewish Council for 
Disabilities, is dedicated to enhancing the life 
opportunities of individuals with disabilities, 
ensuring their participation in the full spectrum 
of Jewish life. Yachad is a program of the 
Orthodox Union. 

Join New England Yachad for our

NORTH SHORE CHILDREN'S
CREATIVE ARTS 
PROGRAM

June 3.  

TEMPLE EMANU-EL

RSVP 

Children should be dropped o�. 
We will not be providing transportation to this event.

Healthy snacks will be provided. 

$10

CONTACT: Alessandra Rigamonti at rigamontia@ou.org or 617.209.6799 ext. 7

This program is suppported by a generous grant from Combined Jewish Philanthropies (CJP)

Week of Friday, May 25, 2018 through Thursday, May 31, 2018

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

SOLO: A STAR WARS STORY (PG-13) 
Fri: 7:00 PM

Sat - Mon: (12:30), 7:00
Tue - Thu: 7:00 PM

SOLO: A STAR WARS STORY 3D 
(PG-13) 

Fri & Sat: (4:00), 10:00
Sun - Thu: (4:00 PM)

DEADPOOL 2 (R) 
Fri: (4:30), 7:15, 9:50  •  Sat: (11:15 AM), 

(1:50), (4:30), 7:15, 9:50
Sun & Mon: (11:15 AM), (1:50),  

(4:30), 7:15  •  Tue - Thu: (4:30), 7:15

AVENGERS: INFINITY WAR (PG-13) 
Fri: (3:45), 6:45, 9:45

Sat: (12:00), (3:30), 6:45, 9:45
Sun & Mon: (12:00), (3:30), 6:45

Tue - Thu: (3:45), 6:45

BYE BYE GERMANY (ES WAR 
EINMAL IN DEUTSCHLAND) (NR) 

Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater
Fri: (4:40), 7:20, 9:20  •  Sat: (11:30 AM), 

(2:40), (4:40), 7:20, 9:20
Sun & Mon: (11:30 AM), (2:40),  

(4:40), 7:20  •  Tue - Thu: (4:40), 7:20

THIS PERFECT PLACE:  
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
(NR) 

Mon - Thu: 4:30 PM

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

Fri: 6:30 PM
Sat - Mon: 2:00, 6:30
Tue - Thu: 6:30 PM

Visit our website for other showtimes

27 PLEASANT STREET
GLOUCESTER, MASS.
capeannmuseum.orgHarold Rotenberg (1905–2011), Still Life [detail], undated.  

Gouache on board. Private collection.

CAPE ANN
M U S E U M
ART  HISTORY  CULTURE

HAROLD 
ROTENBERG
An American 
Impressionist
APRIL 14–JUNE 17, 2018
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ARTWORK SALE EVENT Previously enjoyed works of art and 
jewelry. Silent fine art auction. Proceeds will support the JCCNS 
Women’s Health Center and the JCCNS. 12 - 4 p.m. If you have any 
jewelry or art that you are willing to donate, contact Hinda at 781-771-
1146 at 518-221-4514. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

MERRIMACK VALLEY JEWISH FEDERATION FILM 
FESTIVAL 2018 The festival will feature two films, Heading Home: 
The Story of Team Israel and Across the Waters. Heading Home (shown 
at 1:45 p.m.), a David-and-Goliath story of Israel’s national baseball team 
as it competes for the first time in the World Baseball Classic. After years 
of crushing defeats, Israel finally ranks among the world’s best in 2017. 
In Across the Waters (shown at 4:30 p.m.), Jewish jazz guitarist Arne 
Itkin enjoying the nightlife of 1943 Copenhagen, is seemingly immune 
to the hardships of war, as the Danish government opts for a compliant 
relationship with Nazi Germany. Donations from the event will benefit 
the many programs of the Federation.  Call 978-688-0466 for more 
information.  There will also be a raffle with great gifts for Father’s Day. 
The prices for tickets begin at $18 for General Admission, and $54 and 
$108 for sponsor levels. All tickets can be purchased online at mvjf.
org, or by sending a check to P.O. Box 937, Andover, MA 01810. Osgood 
Landing, 1580 Osgood St., North Andover.

JUNE 5
“HOLOCAUST HISTORY AND TODAY’S NEWS” – the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum sponsors a cocktail reception that focuses on the 
museum’s growing relevance in today’s world. Dr. Edna Friedberg, Historian 
and Director of Strategic Relationships, Levine Institute for Holocaust Education 
of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, will discuss the institution’s 
growing relevance in the face of current events and trends, such as the 
new law in Poland that makes it illegal to reference Polish complicity in the 
Holocaust and the rise of far-right nationalist movements. Advance registration 
required. Contact Jill Barkan for more information: 212-983-0825 or jbarkan@
ushmm.org, or RSVP online by May 25: ushmm.org/events/boston-reception. 
Boston Public Library, Guastavino Room, 700 Boylston St. (Dartmouth Street 
entrance), Boston

JUNE 7
DIVISION, UNITY, HARDSHIP, AND PROGRESS Grand opening 
of the exhibition about a history of disability in the United States. 11th grade 
US History students at Gann Academy designed museum exhibition about 
the history of disability in America. Charles River Museum of Industry and 
Innovation. 6:30 - 8 p.m. The Francis Cabot Lowell Mill, 154 Moody St., 
Waltham. 

JUNE 8
ALL-AGES EREV SHABBAT SERVICE & POTLUCK Join Dorshei 
Tzedek for a vegetarian potluck dinner followed by a musical, all-ages erev 
Shabbat service appropriate for adults and kids of all ages (especially kids 
in pre-school through 4th grade). Arrive at 6 p.m: service begins at 6:45pm. 
For more information, call 617-965-0330, or email info@dorsheitzedek.org. 
Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, 60 Highland St. West Newton. 

Congratulate Your Graduate
with an announcement 

in our next issue
June 7th

deadline - May 31st
business card-size: headshot and short description - $100
1/8 page: photo and description - $200
1/4 page: photo and description - $250

Submit text and photo to wittner@jewishjournal.org 



Karaoke on
Fridays and

Saturdays from
8:30pm to
12:30 am!

www.fantasyislandsalem.com
516 Loring Avenue, Salem

Tel: (978) 745-1700 
Fax: (978) 740-9121

Jewish Journal Size: 6.1" x 7", 4 color,
Run: 4-26-18

rockportmusic.org :: 978.546.7391

June 15-July 15, 2018
Barry Shiffman, artistic director

With a theme of r:EVOLUTION, the 2018
Festival brings world-class artists such 
as the Emerson, Brentano and Dover
quartets, Cliburn winner Yekwon Sunwoo,
young vocal sensation Davóne Tines, 
A Far Cry, the incomparable Pinchas 
Zukerman Trio, and much more.

Dianne Reeves

Gordon Lightfoot
Naturally 7
Raul Malo | Lee Ritenour
Arlo Guthrie | Dianne Reeves
Joe Lovano | The Subdudes
Kurt Elling | Jim Messina
Riders in the Sky
John Sebastian

SPRING-SUMMER 2018

Highlights

Yekwon Sunwoo

JAZZ &
FOLK

Rockport Chamber Music Festival
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Summer at the J 

Camps is the place 

to be this summer!

REGISTER NOW AT 
JCCNS.ORG

AMAZING CAMPS FOR TODDLERS TO TEENS!

FIELD HOCKEY
BASKETBALL
STORY WRITING
DRAMA
ART
DANCE
TENNIS

COOKING
CHESS
LEGO ROBOTICS
MAD SCIENTIST
FOOTBALL
SOCCER

DAILY ELECTIVES INCLUDING:
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JUNE 9
SERVICES IN HONOR OF PRIDE will include thematic readings and 
a speaker focusing on fighting the transphobic ballot initiative appearing 
on the Mass. Ballot this November. 9:45 a.m. - 12 p.m. From 10:45 - 11:45 
a.m. there will be a kid & family friendly parallel pride activity. For people 
of all backgrounds and levels of Jewish experience. Services will be 
followed by a kiddush lunch. For more information, visit dorsheitzedek.org, 
call 617-965-0330, or email info@dorsheitzedek.org. Congregation Dorshei 
Tzedek, 60 Highland St., West Newton. 

JUNE 10
YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF A special 
service will be held at Temple Sinai to receive the Marblehead Ministerial 
Association’s Covenant. The Marblehead Ministerial Association’s 
Covenant originated 30 years ago following an incident of vandalism and 
desecration at Temple Emanu-El and the Jewish Community Center.  The 
Covenant was written and signed as the member organizations pledged to 
honor their American and religious values and to stand together against all 
forms of hatred, racism, and bigotry. Every year, the Covenant Documents 
go from one congregation to another, re-affirming the Association’s pledge 
to the Marblehead community. 5 p.m. 1 Community Road, Marblehead.

JUNE 19
WINE RAFFLE Temple Ahavat Achim is raffling off 2 wine cellars 
valued at over $720 each! Tickets are $20/each or 6 for $100. Drawing 
will be held on Tuesday, June 19, 2018 and winners will be contacted. 
To purchase tickets, visittaagloucester.org/wine-raffle-2018. For more 
information, TAA Office at 978-281-0739. 86 Middle St., Gloucester.

JUNE 24
18TH ANNUAL JCCNS TRIATHLON BY THE SEA Race details: 
1/8 mile swim in the JCCNS pool, 10-mile bike around Marblehead neck, 
3.5-mile run through Marblehead & Swampscott. Mini-Aqua-Bike of 1/8 
mile swim and 10-mile bike ride-$45; Sprint-Aqua-Bike of ¼ mile swim and 
12-mile bike ride-$55. 8 a.m. Register at jccns.org. For more information, 
contact Race Director Andrew Dalton at 781-476-9904 or adalton@jccns.
com.

JUNE 30
KEEPING JAZZ ALIVE CONCERT  
Each year this wonderful event rekindles 
our memory of the late Irving Smolems, 
a longtime member of Temple Beth 
Shalom, and la over of jazz music. This 
year’s concert marks the return of 
venerable Boston jazz vocalist Rebecca 
Parris. Rebecca Parris has performed jazz 
for nearly three decades, producing over 
ten CDs. Admired by jazz icons Shirley 
Horn and Sarah Vaughan, Rebecca is 
known for her ability to convey a song’s 
underlying emotion through masterful 
phrasing and the infusion of feeling. 
The concert will also feature Berklee 
College of Music professor and bassist 
Bruce Gertz and Trio-Now, consisting 
of Gertz, Jack Diefendorf on drums and 
Steve Hunt on piano. 8 p.m. Tickets $25 
and are available at the door. For more 
information or to make reservations, call 
781-662-5856. Beer, wine and refreshments will be available for sale at the 
show. Temple Beth Shalom, 21 East Foster St., Melrose.

JULY 14
NEW ENGLAND FAMILY MARKET AND NATURAL BABY 
CONFERENCE parents, expectant parents and caregivers are invited to shop, 
learn and picnic at this community oriented event. There will be family friendly 
live music throughout the day. Ron Goldman will be at the event for “Music for 
Young Children.” Children’s music is a specialty of Ron’s programs.  Children are 
encouraged to respond, participate, move, sing, dance, and make rhythm. Humor 
and high energy are regularly part of the musical experience. The event runs from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is rain or shine. Free. Todd Farm, 283 Main St., Rte. 1A, 
Rowley.

Send your Calendar items to 
calendar@jewishjournal.org



By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Is America a shtetl or a true land 
of opportunity for all? Can it trans-
form a poor Latvian Jewish immi-

grant like Tateh into a successful mov-
iemaker known as Baron Ashkenazy? 
Will a talented African-American pianist 
like Coalhouse Walker Jr. fulfill his own 
dream in the face of racism? 

These questions continue to resonate 
with haunting poignancy in the great 
1998 Broadway musical “Ragtime,” now 
in a richly intimate revival guided by 
Trinity Repertory Theatre artistic director 
Curt Columbus in Providence (through 
May 27; call 401-351-4242 or visit trinity-
rep.com.)

Fans of this multiple Tony Award win-
ner – which includes Terrence McNally’s 
sharp adaptation of E.L. Doctorow’s 
masterful 1975 novel of the same name 
and Stephen Flaherty and Lynn Ahrens’ 
lush score – may wonder early on here 
why protective Tateh does not drape his 
daughter in an actual tallit and Coalhouse 
“drives” a Ford represented by furniture 
pieces and a wheel rather than an actual 
full-size replica as in other productions. 

Even so, Columbus has enhanced this 
edition with visually distinctive touches. 
Among them, an ensemble effect sug-
gests a crowded early 20th century tene-
ment. Eventually, though, all audience 
members should embrace a production 
that challenges them to identify with the 
musical’s timely embrace of America’s 
ongoing journey to full equality and 
opportunity. 

Wilkie Ferguson III has all of 
Coalhouse’s arresting combination of 
savoir faire and rage about racial indig-
nities. Mia Ellis delivers his love Sarah’s 
stirring solo, “Your Daddy’s Son,” with 
a voice as big as her pronouncements. 

Ferguson and Ellis bring show-stopping 
power to “Wheels of a Dream,” the musi-
cal’s great anthem of hope.

Charlie Thurston smartly captures 
Tateh’s Latvian accent and his impres-
sive transition from wary tentative refu-
gee to sophisticated director. Thurston 
finds all of Tateh’s exhilaration on the 
threshold of success in the vivid solo 
“Gliding.” Rachael Warren has the right 
blend of tenderness and strong will as 
New Rochelle housewife turned feminist 
mother, especially on the pre- #MeToo 
anthem “Back to Before.” Janice Duclos 
catches legendary socialist Emma 
Goldman’s principled tenacity.

Theatergoers will hear “Ragtime”s elo-
quent declaration of America’s singular 
diversity.

*   *   *

There ought to be a great play or 
musical about the plight of Japanese-
Americans during World War II. “We Hold 
These Truths,” earnestly staged by the 
Lyric Stage Company of Boston, proved 
an informative, occasionally affecting 
but frequently didactic production.

Now SpeakEasy Stage Company, 
under the strong guidance of artistic 
director Paul Daigneault, is presenting 
the area premiere of a more emotionally 
involving but generally unsubtle work at 
the Boston Center for the Arts: the 2015 
musical “Allegiance.” 

Inspired by the personal experience 
of Japanese-American George Takei of 
“Star Trek” fame, this well-intentioned 
show focuses on the shameful experi-
ence at American internment camps 
and the shining patriotism of Japanese-
Americans, loyal through both military 

service and commitment to their fami-
lies.

“Allegiance” frames its musical combi-
nation of chronicle and tribute with the 
memories of protagonist Sam Kimura. 
Kimura’s beleaguered widower father, 
Tatsuo, and sister Kei may be very dif-
ferent from Tevye and second daugh-
ter Hodel, but the respective cultures 
do share an emphasis on tradition and 
ancestral reverence. 

Not surprisingly, as choreogra-
pher Ilyse Robbins told this critic, sub-
stantial time was devoted during the 
rehearsal period to the affinity between 
“Allegiance” and “Fiddler on the Roof.” 
That connection comes through in the 
fathers’ difficulties in the face of preju-
dice, Tevye’s dealing with anti-Semitism 
in Russia and Kai’s internment resister 
boyfriend Frankie.  

Unlike “Fiddler,’’ this “Allegiance” pro-
duction seems at times to suffer from 
an identity crisis marked by moments 
of melodrama. Also, the Jay Kuo score 
could do with more original melodies 
and fewer cheery ones. Still, there are 
moments of strong feeling � especially 
thanks to standout work from Grace Yoo 
as Kei and Gary Thomas Ng as wise and 
insightful patriarch Ojii-Chan, Sammy’s 
majestic grandfather. Sam Tanabe has 
the right soldierly patriotism as Sammy, 
while Tyler Simahk catches Frankie’s 
striking risk-taking. 

Perhaps well-intentioned “Allegiance”  
admittedly well-staged by Daigneault � 
needs a script by Takei himself to do full 
dramatic justice to the important story of 
Japanese-American internment. 

“Allegiance” continues at the Roberts 
Studio Theatre, Calderwood Pavilion, 
Boston Center for the Arts, through June 
2. Call 617-933-8600 or visit boston-
theatrescene.com.
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Courtesyphoto: Trinity Rep
Charlie Thurston as Tateh and Olivia Miller as Girl (his daughter) in “Ragtime.”

Providence production of ‘Ragtime’ doesn’t miss a beat



Assisted Living Specializing in Memory Care
- SEASONS OF DANVERS -

We’re conveniently located at: 44 Summer Street  |  Danvers, MA  |  online: seasonsofdanvers.com

 Our goal is simple – to make a positive 
di	erence in people’s lives by creating a 
special place where residents can thrive 

and families can have peace of mind.

978.777.0230
suzanne@seasonsofdanvers.com

We’re here
to help:

Small Home-Like Neighborhoods
Innovative & Holistic Programs

Private Apartments
& so much more!
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By Sheila Barth
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

After meeting Benjamin Scheuer at 
a writers’ retreat in Connecticut in 
2013, Sean Daniels knew there was 

something special about the young man 
and play he was writing. 

So when Daniels was hired as 
Merrimack Repertory Theatre’s  artistic 
director in 2015, he was determined to 
open the Lowell theater’s new season 
with “The Lion,” Scheuer’s one-act, solo 
musical.  

Scheuer’s play takes the audience on 
his journey from boyhood to manhood, 
through pain and healing, to discov-
ering the redemptive power of music, 
tracing his life through his bar mitzvah, 
his youth in England, singing in an all-
boys boarding school choir, to graduat-
ing from Harvard University. He then 
moved to New York City, where he was 
diagnosed with stage 4 Hodgkin lym-
phoma, battled for recovery, and rebuilt 
his career.

“When I wrote the piece, I never 
intended for people to identify with it, 
or with me,” Scheuer said in 2015. But 
Daniels who helped with the writing and 
produced the show  did.

“I always knew I wanted to start the 
season with the show Ben and I built 
together,” he said. “My hope is that in 
launching the national tour at MRT, I can 
show local audiences the type of work 
we’ll be making here, and give them a 
taste of what the future holds.”  

Last year, Jewish Broadway singer-
actress Charissa Bertels charmed MRT 
audiences with the solo musical comedy 
based on her own life, “My 80-Year-Old 
Boyfriend.”  Besides showcasing Bertels’ 
talent, she shared the power of love and 
the effect the elderly Jewish gentleman  

had on her life.
The Merrimack Repertory Theatre, 

a 279-seat nonprofit founded in 1979, 
closed this year’s season this month with 
the world premiere of Lila Rose Kaplan’s 
one-act, 90-minute play, “The Villains’ 
Supper Club.” The comedy focuses 
on Galactic Girl, the world’s last living 
superhero, returning to work on her first 
day after maternity leave, ready to battle 
evil. 

Megan Sandberg-Zakian, MRT’s direc-
tor-in-residence-playwright, appreci-
ates that Daniels lets her work on plays 
aligned with her lifelong values. 

“My father’s family is Jewish and my 
mother’s family is Armenian,” she said. 
“I wasn’t raised religious, but I do think 
that, culturally, my upbringing was 
very affected by being the grandchild 

of immigrants and having 20th century 
genocides on both sides of my family. 
Both of my parents were activists around 

anti-war and equal rights causes, and I 
grew up going to marches and rallies.”

Sandberg-Zakian’s values shone 
through in her award-winning direction 
of “The Royale,” the story of the first 
black heavyweight boxing champion, 
along with “It’s a Wonderful Life” and “A 
Christmas Carol.”

“When we did ‘A Christmas Carol,’ 
almost all of us working on the play 
were Jewish – notably Joel Colodner, who 
played Dickens, Scrooge and all the other 
roles – and we all loved the story and 
cried every time. It’s not about which 
holiday you celebrate, but what’s in your 
heart,” Sandberg-Zakian said.

“We were three Jewish people on 
stage and singing Christmas carols with 
the audience, like ‘O Holy Night,’” said 
Colodner. “But there we were, three 
Jewish performers, changing that senti-
ment with the audience.”  

Daniels’ efforts energize the talent 
behind the MRT’s productions. “Sean has 
put together an unusual team and every-
one who works there believes in making 
a heartfelt, fun theatrical place. I feel very 
lucky to work there, ” Kaplan said. 

Cast members rehearse ‘The Villains’ Supper Club’ at the Merrimack Repertory Theatre.

Jewish roots help Merrimack Repertory Theatre grow

In fact, Weinraub suggests that, while 
he wrote about themes that are often 
interpreted as “Jewish,” Miller was not a 
“Jewish playwright.”

“He was Jewish,” Weinraub says, cit-
ing performances of “Salesman” featur-
ing Brian Dennehy and Philip Seymour 
Hoffman that are as authentic as Lee 
J. Cobb’s Broadway version or Dustin 
Hoffman’s televised turn, “but his themes 
were not particularly Jewish themes.” 

In fact, Weinraub notes, Miller once 
said, “I am not a Jewish playwright; I’m a 
playwright who is Jewish!”

Jewish or not, the moral themes and 
questions raised by “Fall” shine a new 
light on this famous footlighter.

“He was called the moral voice of the 
American stage,” Weinraub recalls. “So 
there was this contradiction between 
what he wrote and what he believed. I 
was interested in the whole contradic-
tion and exploring that.”

‘Fall” runs through June 16. Visit  
huntingtontheatre.org.

Miller’s demons
from page 10



By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

What’s it like to play baseball 
when you’re blind? To answer 
that question, a junior at Gann 
Academy taught himself to ani-
mate, and created an audiovisu-
al simulation of “beep baseball,” 
since beeping balls and buzzing 
bases communicate informa-
tion to visually-impaired play-
ers.   

This is just one of several inno-
vative projects conceived and 
researched by Gann Academy 
students that will be on display 
starting June 8 at the Charles 
River Museum of Industry 
and Innovation in 
Waltham. Since 
November, 11th 
grade American 
history classes 
at Gann have 
been prepar-
ing a museum 
exhibition on the 
complicated history 
behind disability and 
inclusion in the United 
States. Eight months of engross-
ing discussion, debate, field 
trips, guest speakers, sleuth-
ing, and self-guided animation 
lessons have culminated in 
“Division, Unity, Hardship, and 
Progress: A History of Disability 
in the United States,” the first 
student-created museum exhi-
bition about the history of dis-
ability in America. 

“Disability history is often an 
overlooked lens through which 
we can view American history,” 
said Alex Green, a scholar-in-
residence at Gann who was one 

of many teachers of different 
backgrounds who helped guide 
students through the project. 
For Green, it was important that 
students share the many untold 
stories with the wider commu-
nity.

“We came into it knowing 
that we wanted to do a project 
that would foster public dia-
logue that the students could 
continue to see and be part of,” 
he said.

Pairs of students were 
assigned either a historical 
artifact or an oral history inter-
view. The students then spent 
months doing further research 

and deciding how to 
exhibit these primary 

sources in a respect-
ful, informative, 
and engaging way. 
Designated class 
historians named 
the exhibit and 
worked to weave 

together the differ-
ent strands of infor-

mation into a cohesive 
whole. 

Green stressed that while he 
and his colleagues were there 
to guide the students, he was 
amazed at how effectively they 
took ownership of this complex 
and multifaceted process. “This 
is all student-conceived,” he 
said. “There are so many things 
they did and mastered that I 
would have never thought of. 
This is theirs, man.”   

The exhibition can be viewed 
starting June 8 at the Charles 
River Museum of Industry at 154 
Moody Street in Waltham. 
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Pet
Friendly

HAVE YOUR BEST BOSTON SUMMER
AT THE GABLES AT WINCHESTER

299 Cambridge Street
Winchester, MA 01890
781-756-102   6

When you call The Gables at Winchester home, every day is a new adventure.
Spend the afternoon along the Charles River, enjoy a Boston Pops performance,
or choose from any of our exciting Lifestyle360 programs to attend. 

Call to schedule a tour and experience the adventures for yourself. Discover
our beautiful community, savor chef-prepared treats, and talk to our residents
to see why they love life at The Gables. 

CALL 781-756-1026 TO SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY! 

Get an inside look at vibrant retirement living on the North Shore. 
Come and tour our beautiful campus and maintenance-free homes. 
Experience top-notch amenities and discover dozens of exciting clubs, 
classes, and activities.

Join Brooksby Village for a

Thursday Open House

North Shore

BrooksbyVillage.com

Thursday, May 24, 2018
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

100 Brooksby Village Drive, Peabody

Call 1-800-614-6998  
for more information and directions.

Bring your friends and family!

12
88
66
62

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246
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Gann Academy teacher Yoni Kadden works with students to analyze 
historical artifacts.

Gann Academy students 
design museum exhibition  
on disability history

Subscribe to the Jewish Journal. 
Receive your copy by mail 

FREE OF CHARGE.
Email your address to: subscriptions@jewishjournal.org



By Harvy Simkovits

“What!?” reverberated in my 
mind.

In May of 1973, I had com-
pleted my first year at MIT and 
was home for a couple of weeks 
before returning to college for 
summer classes. My brother was 
there too, home from his sec-
ond year at university. Mom was 
happy to have us with her. I was 
glad too to be home from school 
for a week or more of mother 
pampering, as long as she didn’t 
go on about Dad having left her 
months earlier, and as long as 
my brother didn’t bug me or 
break something. 

After loads of laundry dutiful-
ly attended to by our mother, she 
cheerfully called out, “My loves, 
I have your favorites ready for 
you.” She could be sweet when 
she put aside the pain of her sep-
aration from Dad. They had now 
been apart for nearly half a year.

Waiting for us in her kitchen 
was her homemade Hungarian 
cuisine. It welcomed us back 
into her fold. Her cooking eas-
ily trumped the tasteless shep-
herd’s pie served at our board-
ing school. Though college food 
was better, especially the fried 
clams and battered scrod I had 
discovered in Cambridge, it was 
no comparison to Mom’s cook-

ing. The homeland creations 
she meticulously concocted and 
brewed all afternoon atop the 
stove filled the air with warm, 
familiar aromas of onion, gar-
lic, black pepper, and paprika. 
Those aromas tied us to her heri-
tage and returned us faithfully to 
her kitchen.

Along with her home-made 
húsleves (meat soup) and töltött 
káposzta (stuffed cabbage) with 
édes-savanyú uborkasalátá 
(sweet and sour cucumber salad) 
on the side, Mom offered us an 
unsettling fact about her past. 
Her eyes looked uneasy as she 
used her hand to wipe the sweat 
from her brow. I thought it was 
because she had had a long, hot 
May afternoon in her kitchen, 
but there was more. 

She stood on the other side 
of our Formica table, a fixture in 
her kitchen since we had been 
kids. “Boys,” she said slowly 
and calmly, “I have something 
important to tell you.” When she 
saw our eyes on her and not on 
our bowls, she continued. “You 
know, I was born and raised 
Jewish.” She then turned to put 
her soup pot back on the stove 
and to get her main course ready.

“What!?” echoed in my head. 
I stopped spooning Mom’s soup 
into my mouth. She had made 
this declaration as if it was noth-

ing. Could that be?
Though my heart started to 

race, I tried not to let my confu-
sion and disbelief show. I held 
tightly to my soupspoon and 
lowered my eyes into the beef, 
vegetable, and noodle-laden 
broth. I was motionless and 
speechless as if God Himself had 
come down from heaven and 
smacked me. 

In this redefining moment, my 
whole being – raised Christian 
from the moment I exited my 
mother’s womb – felt stunned 
and numb. Instead of blurting 
out my uneasiness, I held my 
tongue. My mind drifted to recall 
our close Eastern European rela-
tions. 

There were Mom’s four sib-
lings who we had visited sev-
eral times in Czechoslovakia. 
And there were Uncle Lali and 
Aunt Martha, Mom’s brother 
and sister-in-law who had fol-
lowed Mom and Dad to Canada 
in 1950, one year after my par-
ents’ arrival. I then saw the 
faces of the immigrant Montreal 
families with whom my brother 
and I had grown up: the Vesely, 
Freedman, and Meyer families. 
Similar to Mom and Dad, these 
Eastern European parents were 
WWII survivors who had sought 
a new and better life outside the 
Iron Curtain after the Soviets 
occupied and took over Eastern 
Europe. It suddenly struck me 
that all these people were Jewish.

How could I have missed 
this? No wonder we were so 
close with these families. Having 
shared many Sundays, holidays, 
and vacations with these folks, 
they had become like kin. Might 
I have had an inkling that they 
were Jewish? Maybe I didn’t want 
to know or admit that I did.

I swallowed hard. I thought 
of my seventh-grade religious 
studies class. Our Catholic priest 
teacher had come into class one 
day and asked, “Does anyone 
know what dope is?” I raised my 
hand thinking, That’s easy. It’s 
a ‘fool’ or an ‘idiot.’ When he 
called on another student, and 
she answered, “It’s drugs,” and 
the Father agreed, I felt stupid. 
No one, not even my parents, 
had ever talked to me about that 
dope stuff before.

I had the same feeling of stu-
pidity today. No bell had ever 
rung in my head about this eth-
nic possibility in our family, or 
maybe a part of me never want-
ed to ring it. I couldn’t look at my 
brother who sat right next to me. 
I couldn’t fathom why Mom had 
never said anything about her 
true faith to us before. She had 
let us believe she was Christian 

like Dad. I wondered why none 
of our relatives or family friends 
ever said anything about it. Was 
there a religious conspiracy 
going on?

Neither Dad nor Mom had 
ever spoken about the reli-
gious origins of our Eastern 
European family and friends. 
But there was something about 
those folks – their mannerisms, 
accented voices, last names, and 
their occasional use of Yiddish 
terms – that should have been 
a giveaway. In my innocence, or 
deliberate naivety, or instinct to 
stay away from difficult topics, 
I never asked questions about 
their religions. Boy! We have a 
boatload of Jewish relatives and 
friends! And I never considered 
my mother could be Jewish. 
Hadn’t she cooked fish on meat-
less Fridays and come to Sunday 
church with us?

On the occasions when Mom 
joined Dad, Steve, and me for 
Mass in the city, I could tell 
she wasn’t comfortable in the 
Catholic milieu. She never quite 
knew when to sit, stand, or kneel. 
She followed Dad’s lead, as Steve 
and I did. Because I couldn’t fol-
low Latin, Slovak, or French ser-
vices, I assumed Mom too had 
her translation issues. Taking in 
another spoonful of her meat 
soup, I now realized it was the 
religious translation rather than 
the language translation that 
had made her act awkward.

Mom never partook of the 
sacrament, unlike my brother, 
who went for those hosts almost 
every week – as if they held magi-
cal powers. Like my mother, I 

abstained too. I felt I wasn’t sin-
free enough to swallow Christ’s 
body. Maybe I was angry at Him 
and his Father for never curtail-
ing my parents’ fighting. I saw 
my mother’s host abstinence as 
she and I sharing something in 
common. Dad didn’t participate 
in the Sacrament every Sunday, 
perhaps not feeling absolved 
enough from his sins.

I continued to spoon Mom’s 
soup into my mouth, but it 
turned tasteless. Does Mom’s 
declaration mean I’m Jewish 
too? A lump formed in my throat 
and I was unable to ask my ques-
tion aloud. My childhood had 
been dominated by Catholicism 
in public elementary school and 
then Protestantism during my 
private high school years. My 
experience of Judaic rituals was 
limited to one bar mitzvah – for 
the son of my father’s accoun-
tant. That Jewish rite was very 
foreign to my Catholic sensi-
bilities of first communion and 
confirmation. Jews wore a funny 
skullcap and black suits and ties 
as if someone had died. I didn’t 
dislike Jewish people, but I didn’t 
want to be like them.

Mom turned toward us from 
across our kitchen table. For a 
moment she stood motionless. 
Her face was tight. She held her 
soup ladle and tilted it in our 
direction. She glanced down at 
the table and then looked up 
at us. “Boys, I’m telling you this 
because of your Daddy having 
left me again.” After a pause that 
lasted a heartbeat or two, she 
added, “And I want you to know 
the truth about your mama.”

Holding back her sadness, 
even bitterness, about her most 
recent loss of Dad, Mom contin-
ued to reveal more morsels of her 
hidden past. “When Daddy and I 
came to Canada from Europe in 
‘49, Canada was accepting only 
Christian couples. I had resigned 
my Jewish religion after the war. 
I wrote in my immigration appli-
cation that I was Catholic, like 
your father, so that we could 
come here.” 

Mom stopped talking and took 
a short step toward the stove. 
She seemed pulled between her 
concurrent aims of cooking and 
confessing. She looked back at 
us and paused for a long second, 
perhaps wanting to see if we 
hadn’t fallen into our soup bowls 
from her unexpected news. She 
then wheeled back to the stove 
to serve her next course.

This essay is an excerpt from 
the memoir “Just Lassen to Me!” 
by Harvy Simkovits, of Lexington. 

Shore Village is conveniently located near area shops and restaurants,  
public transportation and beach. Our brand new apartments are equipped  

with full kitchens, washer and dryer in unit and walk-in closets.  
Community room with fireplace and rooftop deck with great views.

A community for 62 plus.
For more information and to arrange a tour call 978-532-4800

137 EASTERN AVE., LYNN
Managed by Crowninshield Management Corporation

$1,300

~ Toots, Caregiver to Brother, George

“Adult Foster Care of the North 
Shore has offered unwavering 
support from day one. When 
I was admitted for emergency 
surgery, the AFCNS team made 
sure my brother was in good 
hands while I recovered.” 

978-281-2612  
AdultFosterCareNS.com  

Celebrating 15 Years
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What am I again?

Se niors
Af for da ble Se nior Hous ing For Over 30 Ye ars

social activities • small pets oK
Cle an, qui et, Af for da ble.

4 LO CA TIONS:
danvers • salem

peabody • beverly

EQU AL HOUS ING
OP POR TU N I  TY A POAH Community

Preservation Housing Community Management, LLC

Hannah Friedmann was born in 1920 in Kosice, Slovakia. During WW 
II, she hid for years in Budapest with false Christian papers as Anna 
Gurcik. Her son knew her as Anna Tatransky. 



Israel Air Force commander Maj. Gen. Amikam 
Norkin told foreign air-force commanders on 
Thursday that Israel was the first country in the 
world to carry out military attacks with F-35 stealth 
fighter jets.

At a conference in Herzliya, Norkin showed com-
manders in attendance a photo of an Israeli F-35 jet 
circling over Beirut and revealed that Israel’s harsh 
response to an Iranian attack against Israel on May 
10 came after the Iran fired 32 missiles at Israel from 
Syrian territory – more than the 20 missiles originally 
reported.

“We attacked twice in the Middle East with the 
F-35. We’re the first in the world to do so,” said 
Norkin.

Israel responded to the Iranian attack by decimat-
ing more than 50 Iranian military targets in Syria.

IDF Spokesman Ronen Manelis called the air-
strikes “one of the greatest operations of the Israel Air 
Force in the past decade.”

Norkin also praised Israel’s Arrow, Iron Dome and 
David’s Sling aerial-defense systems for their 85 per-
cent success rate at intercepting foreign missile fire.

Elegant Independent and  
Assisted Living, with  

Exceptional Alzheimer’s Care 

92 West Street, Wilmington, MA. Just off I-93 at Exit 38.

978-988-2300  •  WindsorPlaceOfWilmington.com

WINDSOR PLACE
O F  W I L M I N G T O N

An Assisted Living Residence

W

Try us...you’ll love us! Enjoy the
food and activities. Just relax! 

Exceptional Alzheimer’s Care 
Try usAsk about our

30 DAY 

TRIAL STAY

Pesach Sameach!

781-639-4759
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”
Geriatric Care Management • Dementia/Alzheimer Care • Home Health Aides
Nursing Care • Medication Management • Assist with bathing/dressing
Meal planning/preparation • Companionship • Transportation
Light cleaning/laundry • Respite Care • Shopping/errands

… and more … from 2 to 24 hours a day

Email: confidentialcare@verizon.net Susan K. Newton, Presidentsanphypodiatry.com

Call for an appointment

781-596-0703
98 Nahant Street

Lynn, MA

––––––––––––– PHYSICIANS OF THE FOOT & ANKLE –––––––––––––

Sanphy Podiatry Group
The best footcare on the North Shore

Medicare approved Diabetic Shoe Program
Modern styles with support, one pair per calendar year

Most
Insurance
Accepted

Please
Call for an

Appointment

Dr. Robert
Uhrich

Dr. Lauren
Fisher

Dr. Steeve
Yamadjako

Dr. Mark
Sanphy

We provide
Diabetic Shoes

at our office

Sanphy Podiatry Group
—— We’ll Keep You on Your Toes ——

sanphypodiatry.com

Most
Insurance
Accepted

Please
Call for an

Appointment

Call for an appointment

781-596-0703
98 Nahant Street

Lynn, MA
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Earlier this month, Israeli Consul General Yehuda Yaakov visited Rabbi David Meyer and Temple Emanu-El 
in Marblehead. He spoke at services about American Jewry’s ties to Israel, and he handed prayer books 
to third grade students for their class siyyum.

Israeli Consul General visits Temple Emanu-El

Jewish World and Mideast News
—  from Jewish News Service (JNS.org)  —

The Israel 
Defense Forces 
attacked mul-
tiple targets 
in Gaza and 
destroyed a 
Hamas terror 
tunnel early 
on Wednesday. 
The strikes 
followed an 
incident on 
Tuesday morn-
ing, in which 
Palestinians breached the Israel-Gaza border near the inactive 
Kissufim crossing, illegally entering into Israeli territory and 
setting fire to an abandoned IDF post before fleeing back to 
Gaza.

A drone sent from Gaza also entered Israel on Tuesday, 
crashing in Israel’s Shaar HaNegev region, before being confis-
cated by the IDF.

The IDF Spokesperson’s Unit said airstrikes were carried 
out in response to the repeated infiltration attempts, as well as 
“continued attempts to insert drones and kites into Israel for 
the purposes of terrorism and arson.” The IDF further blamed 
Hamas for any consequences Gazans would suffer as a result of 
terror activity in the area.

The same unit also reported that Hamas terrorists are attack-
ing Israeli security infrastructure on the border daily, and that 
the IDF “is determined to realize its defensive tasks and ensure 
the safety of the people of Israel.”

Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman praised the success of 
the mission on Twitter, adding “it’s good for the heads of Hamas 
to internalize that their military project is a failure and [instead] 
invest all of their efforts in improving the life of Gazans.”

IDF destroys Gaza terror tunnel

A Hamas tunnel in Gaza

Israel’s Security Cabinet has begun holding 
its weekly meetings in a secure underground 
complex in Jerusalem, according to reports on 
Tuesday.

As tensions between Israel and Iran continue 
to escalate, the top-level group of 11 senior minis-
ters headed by Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu 
are now meeting in the National Management 
Center, an underground facility first utilized in 
2011 to train for a national crisis. The bunker is 
situated beneath Jerusalem’s government com-
plex and contains command facilities and living 
quarters.

According to Israel’s Channel 10 news, the 
move was made in order to prevent any leaks of 
information, in order to protect sensitive govern-
ment dealings from spying attempts by hostile 
foreign parties.

Israel Security Cabinet  
moves underground

Israel is world’s first country  
to attack with F-35s

An Israeli Air Force F-35 fighter jet

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Security Cabinet members get a tour with the 
North Front Command in the Golan Heights.



BORODKIN, Rosalyn (Stein), 
88 – late of Danvers, former-
ly of Malden. Died on May 
9, 2018. Daughter of the late 
Harry and Sarah Stein. Mother 
of Linda Garrity and her hus-
band Dennis of Peabody, and 
Sheldon Borodkin and his wife 
Diane of Natick. Grandmother 
of Lisa Garrity of Saugus, Bryan 
Garrity and his wife Jenna of 
Peabody, and Kara Borodkin of 
New York City. Sister of Shirley 
Morovitz of Danvers, and the 
late Elliot Stein. Daughter of 
the late Harry and Sarah Stein. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

CHMARA, Ellen (Bress), 80 
– late of Peabody. Died on 
May 17, 2018. Wife of Frank 
Chmara. Daughter of the late 
Bernice (Levine) and Samuel 
Bress of Troy, NY. Mother of 
Jed and Jessica Chmara of 
Marblehead, Andrea and Adam 
York of Marblehead, and Adam 

and Stephanie Chmara of Falls 
Church, VA. Grandmother of 
Joshua and Jordan Chmara, 
Samuel and Tedd York, and 
Lauren and Joseph Chmara. 
(Goldman)

EIDELMAN, Sherman, 90 – late 
of Marblehead. Died on May 
17, 2018. Husband of Judith 
(Greene) Eidelman. Father of 
Dr. Michael Eidelman and his 
wife Phyllis of Marblehead, 
Amy Bond and her companion 
Kevin O’Malley of Marblehead, 
and Nancy Ratner and her hus-
band Joel of New York City. 
Brother of Barbara Karas and 
her husband Leo of Boston. 
Grandfather of nine and great-
grandfather of two. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

FEINBERG, Richard Ross – late 
of Swampscott, formerly of 
Chelsea. Died on May 14, 2018. 
Husband of Laural S. (Segal) 

Feinberg. Father of Julie Lucas 
of Lynn. Son of the late Julius 
Feinberg and the late Helen 
(Bulafkin) Feinberg. Brother of 
Stuart Feinberg of Swampscott, 
and Ralph Feinberg and his 
wife Janet of Newton. “Papa” 
of Kyle Lucas and Dylan Lucas. 
Uncle of Jordan Feinberg. (Torf)

GARRETT, Shirley L. (Cutler), 
96 – late of Emerald Isle, NC, 
formerly of Manchester, NH, 
and Malden. Died on May 10, 
2018. Wife of the late Murray 
Garrett. Mother of Dr. Lee 
and Charlene Garrett and Dr. 
Owen and Shirley Garrett. 
Grandmother of Joshua, 
Melinda, Jacob, Jillian, and 
Justin, and great-grandmother 
of Cole, Audrey, and Robbie. 
Sister of the late Carl “Sonny” 
Cutler. (Goldman)

KOMAROVA, Elmira T., 
92 – late of Marblehead. 
Died on May 15, 2018. Wife 
of the late Benjamin Kagan. 
Daughter of the late Louis and 
Tauba (Froimovich) Komarov. 
Mother of Louis Vatman and 
his wife Raisa of Marblehead. 
Grandmother of Tayla Vatman. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

NOVICK, Aschi, 72 – late of 
Winthrop. Died on May 8, 2018. 
Mother of Emalie Novick. Sister 
of Dr. Joseph A. Mack and his 
late wife Janet B. Mack. Aunt of 
Jennifer Suzanne Baker, Adam 
Michael Mack and his wife 
Stacy Watts Mack, and great-
aunt of Chloe Suzanne Baker. 
Daughter of the late John 
Clifton McAnespie and the late 
Augusta Novick Mack. Aschi is 
also survived by many loving 
cousins and friends. (Stanetsky, 
Brookline)

OSTROVITZ, Martin L., 74 – 
late of Lynn. Died on May 11, 
2018. Son of Miriam (Landfield) 
Ostrovitz and the late Sidney 
Ostrovitz. Father of Steven 
Ostrovitz and his fiancée 
Stacey Bloom of Framingham, 
and David Ostrovitz and 
Susan Ragucci of Marblehead. 
Grandfather of Sophie 
Ostrovitz, Marissa Ostrovitz, 
and Jacob Ostrovitz. Brother of 
Greta Ostrovitz of Jerusalem, 
Israel, Nina Ostrovitz of 
Washington, DC, and Roy 
Ostrovitz of Los Angeles, 
CA. Father-in-law of the late 
Judy Ostrovitz. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

RADACK, Alan K., DDS, 87 
– late of Swampscott. Died 
on May 1, 2018. Husband of 
Louise Radack. Father of Eric 
Radack of Santa Fe, NM, Laura 
and Charles Gosse of McLean, 
VA, Carol and Mark Lev of 
Brookline, Daniel and Jesselyn 
Radack of Washington, DC, and 
James Radack of Washington, 
DC. “Papa” of Ariel and Maiana 
Radack Krassner, Phoebe, 
Sophie and Cooper Lev, Jacob, 
Sam and Tenlea Radack, and 
Lily and Emma Gosse. Brother 
of Nancy Strauss and the late 
Elaine Kowald.

RAPHEL, Charlotte (Illman), 
88 – late of Peabody. Died on 
May 9, 2018. Wife of the late 
Harold Raphel. Mother of Mea 
Provencher. Sister of Gloria 
Tobis and her husband Arthur. 
Grandmother of Jacob and 
Tasha Provencher. (Torf)

RODNER, Arnold, 87 – late of 
Melrose, formerly of Malden 
and Nahant. Died on May 11, 
2018. Son of the late Lillian and 
Sidney Rodner. Brother of the 

Family-owned and operated since 1933
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Andzia Dell, late of Peabody, 
passed away peacefully on April 
26, 2018.

Andzia was born in 
Borszczow, Poland in 1928, and 
was a Holocaust survivor. In 
1951, she and her late husband, 
David Dell, emigrated to New 
York, where they owned and 
operated a laundromat. Upon 
retirement, they divided their 
time between summers in the 
Catskills and a home in Delray 
Beach, FL.

Andzia loved cooking, enter-
taining, and spending time with 
family and friends. She was an 
incredible wife, mother, Bubbie, 
and “Great Bubbie,” who always 
took care of others before her-
self.

Andzia moved to Peabody in 
2010. She resided at the Harriett 
and Ralph Kaplan Estates for 
eight years, where she was treat-
ed with dignity and respect.

She is survived by her devot-
ed daughters Charlotte Dell and 
her husband Harvey Kaplan of 
NY, and Amy Flaxer and her 
husband William of Peabody. 
Andzia was the cherished 
Bubbie of Allison Orenstein and 
her husband Van, Brian Kaplan, 
Lindsey Naparstek and her 
husband Eli, and David Flaxer. 
“Great Bubbie” of Sydney and 
Dylan Naparstek.

A graveside service was 
held at Beth Israel Cemetery in 
Woodbridge, NJ.

Andzia Dell, of Peabody

Burton C. Gershfield, late of 
Everett, passed away on May 
9, 2018.

Burton was the beloved 
husband of Anya (Kaplan) 
Gershfield. Devoted father of 
Lumina Gershfield Cordova 
and her husband Rene Cordova 
of Somerville, Ace Gershfield 
and his wife Tally Gershfield 
of Brighton, and the late Jesse 
Chance Gershfield. Loving son 
of the late Samuel Gershfield 
and Ida (Nirenberg) Gershfield. 
Dear brother of Cynthia 
Faye Titlebaum and the late 
Ronald Titlebaum of Danvers. 
Cherished grandfather of 

Georgio Valentin Cordova, 
Shalom Anais Esther Maria 
Ila Gershfield Cordova, Lev 
Raphael Fievel Gershfield, and 
Shirel Ruth Gershfield.

Graveside services were 
held on May 11 at the Sudlikov 
Cemetery, Everett. In lieu of flow-
ers, contributions in Burton’s 
memory may be made to the 
Mystic Valley Elder Services c/o 
Mobil Mental Health Program, 
300 Commercial St., Suite 19, 
Malden, MA 02148 (www.mves.
org). Visit www.torffuneralser-
vice.com for an online guest-
book.

Burton C. Gershfield, of Everett

NOTICES

late Berl Rodner. Uncle of Scott 
Rodner and Robin Goldenberg. 
(Goldman)

WEISMAN, Joseph, 88 – late 
of Marblehead. Died on May 
14, 2018. Son of the late Julius 
and Sarah (Erlich) Weisman. 
Husband of Bette Ann (Berlow) 
Weisman. Father of Mitchell 
Weisman and his wife AnnMarie 
of Andover, Claudia Rodenstein 
and her husband Barry of 

Swampscott, Ross Weisman 
and his wife Lisa of Oak Park, 
IL, and the late Sheppard 
Weisman. Grandfather of 
Jaclyn Weisman, Michael 
Weisman, Craig Rodenstein, 
Douglas Rodenstein, Victoria 
Weisman, Adam Weisman, 
Sydney Rodenstein, Reed 
Weisman, and Alexandra 
Weisman. Brother of the late 
Myer Weisman. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River MA 02720
10 Vinnin Street, Salem MA 01970

Peace of mind is priceless. Avoid crisis and provide 
comfort with  Advance Planning of �nal arrangements.

Call us today for a free Personal Planning Guide 
781-581-2300

If a death occurred yesterday... 
...what would your family be facing today?

Marilyn Lois (Lederman) 
Friedman, of Peabody, formerly 
of Aventura, FL and Wakefield, 
entered into rest on May 20, 
2018. She was 90. 

She was the beloved wife 
of the late Norman Friedman. 
Marilyn was the loving mother 
of Cheryl Wolfson and her hus-
band Barry of Peabody, Lorrie 
Fetonti and her husband Robert 
of NY, and Barry Friedman and 
his wife Janet Schenker of CA. 
She was the loving daughter of 
the late Julius Lederman and 
Rose (Horenstein), and the dear 
sister of the late Iris Anouchi and 
Barbara Lederman. She was the 
cherished grandmother of Scot 

Federman, Robyn and Dom 
Bello, Staci and Joe Pendergast, 
Jessica Fetoni, Matthew Fetonti, 
Aaron Friedman, and Joshua 
Friedman. She was the lov-
ing great-grandmother of 
Gillian, Jordyn, Ryan, Tyler, and 
Camryn. 

Graveside services 
were held on May 23 at the 
Temple Emmanuel Cemetery, 
Wakefield. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions in Marilyn’s mem-
ory may be made to the charity 
of one’s choice. Arrangements 
were handled by Torf Funeral 
Service, Chelsea. Visit www.
torffuneralservice.com for an 
online guestbook.

Marilyn Lois (Lederman) Friedman, 90,  
of Peabody, formerly of Wakefield

OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief notices for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 200 words cost $100; longer submissions will be 
charged accordingly. Photographs cost $25 each; emailed photos 
should be sent as jpeg or tiff files. Submissions are subject to edit-
ing for style and space limitations. Obituaries can be mailed, faxed, 
emailed or hand-delivered to our office. For further information, 
contact your local funeral home; call Andrew at the Jewish Journal 
at 978-745-4111 x174; or email andrew@jewishjournal.org.
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But just three weeks later, on 
June 5, 2011, this time ostensi-
bly to mark 44 years since the 
1967 Six Day War, much larger 
crowds trampled the fence. The 
result was at least 20 dead, with 
scores more wounded.

The word “ostensibly” is 
important because while the 
dates may have coincided with 
those of historical events, many 
Middle East experts pointed to 
these episodes as attempts by 
Syrian leader Bashar Assad to 
deflect domestic attention from 
what was at the time a budding 
uprising he was already working 
with deadly diligence to con-
tain.

It’s been much the same in 
the Gaza Strip: Living in misery? 
Look there, not here.

Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas had 
backed away from what was 
supposed to be a unity agree-
ment with Hamas that would 
bring much-needed funding, 
relief and governance to the 
enclave. And aside from head-
lines here and there, few people 
outside the region – and even 
within the region – seemed to 
care much anymore about the 
Israeli-Palestinian dispute. 

It really doesn’t matter that 
the original idea to march on 
the Gaza Strip’s border fence on 
successive Fridays leading up 
to May 15 and Nakba Day came 
from a couple of rank and file 
Gazans who saw a non-violent 

wave of people posing a major 
dilemma for Israel while drama-
tizing the Palestinian demand 
for a right of return. And it 
doesn’t really matter that Hamas 
and other armed Islamist groups 
only later got in on the act by 
planting armed fighters among 
the crowds.

What matters is how it looked 
when, almost exactly seven 
years since the IDF killed those 
Syrians trampling the Golan 
Heights border fence, the death 
toll for a single day of confronta-
tion along the Gaza fence passed 
60, as if in the interim the Israeli 
military had learned nothing. 
What also matters is those split 
screens that showed the gleeful 
live shots at the opening of the 
new US Embassy in Jerusalem 
juxtaposed against scenes of the 
utter chaos taking place just 40 
miles to the south. 

Certainly, there are some 
Israelis who couldn’t care less 
about the fate of Gaza’s mul-
titudes, much less the fate 
of those actively trying to do 

something they were warned not 
to do – because let’s face it, just 
one breach and you can have 
hundreds or even thousands of 
people wandering around Israeli 
population centers, at least some 
of them with terrible things in 
mind, and also the instruments 
to carry them out.

Yet many others were trou-
bled by the death toll. After all, 
the IDF has non-lethal means 
of crowd control. There were 
even calls to bring in firefight-
ing aircraft to douse the burning 
tires used to create the masks 
of black, choking smoke hid-
ing those who made it to the 
fence and were cutting or even 
blasting their way through and 
at the same time exchanging 
live fire with Israeli troops. But 
for flame retardant to work and 
not disperse before hitting the 
ground, the aircraft have to fly 
at altitudes where they’re sitting 
ducks, even from small-caliber 
fire.

Then Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad came to the rescue by 

announcing that some 50 of the 
62 people killed that day had 
been their operatives – mean-
ing the vast majority of the 
dead had not been innocent 
civilians. Numerous reports 
surfaced saying that Hamas 
had exhorted people to rush 
the fence with knives and guns, 
claiming the barrier had already 
been breached and that the IDF 
was in retreat. Snapping out of 
their doldrums, people in Israel 
began questioning whether 
the fact that some of the dead 
or wounded over the weeks of 
marches had been young chil-
dren wasn’t really just child 
abuse.

Clearly, the events on the 
border with the Gaza Strip 
played havoc with Israeli emo-
tions. They also came at a time 
when Israel’s dotty but fun 
entry into the Eurovision Song 
Festival took home the grand 
prize, giving the week a truly 
manic edge.

Obviously, the events along 
the Gaza fence do not mean 
that some soldiers didn’t make 
poor and even punishable deci-
sions. The head of the Knesset’s 
Foreign Affairs and Defense 
Committee also blamed the 
country’s public diploma-
cy array for being too slow, 
although he should know that 
whatever proof the IDF could 
muster as to what really went 
on had to be collated and inter-
preted. (Much of it consisted 

of footage from special-vision 
devices that cut through dark-
ness and smoke; such footage 
requires serious analysis before 
it can be used for intelligence 
purposes, not to speak of clear-
ing Israel’s name before the 
world.)

There is one heartening 
development – or non-develop-
ment – in the story, and it is that 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
have for the most part failed 
to show solidarity with those 
in the Gaza Strip by staging 
marches or widespread rioting 
of their own. In addition, there 
remains the fact that the IDF 
has been able to prevent any 
breaches of the border fence.

The latter is of utmost impor-
tance if solely as a statement 
aimed at people across other 
borders who might wonder how 
the IDF would react to pha-
lanxes of civilians (or at least 
people dressed like civilians) 
approaching fences no matter 
how bad it might make Israel 
look in the media. First and 
foremost, this means Syria, a 
country where anarchy is now 
giving way to a new and dan-
gerous presence along Israel’s 
Golan frontier – the Islamic 
Republic of Iran.

When it comes to Iran or its 
Lebanese proxy Hezbollah, the 
absolute last thing on Israel’s 
mind will be appearances.  

Lawrence Rifkin is a journal-
ist based in Jerusalem. 

There seem to be signs every-
where in this city, and many 
of them have something to do 
with politics. On nearly every 
block, placards rise up to honor 
Donald Trump – who is consid-
ered a hero among most Israelis. 
“Trump is a friend of Zion,” the 
posters proclaim. Curiously, 
the words sit atop of the Lion 
of Judah, the official emblem 
of Jerusalem, and adjacent to 
a collage that brings together 
a merged American and Israeli 
flag, a map of the country that 
includes the West Bank, and 
David’s Tower in the Old City.   

Like in America, every-
one seems to be talking about 
Trump. A couple of hours later, 
I find myself in front of a com-
puter where more people are 
praising him. I’ve tuned into the 
live dedication of the new US 
Embassy, which is being held a 
couple of miles from where I sit. 

Robert Jeffress, an evangeli-
cal pastor who has previously 
told his flock that Jews are going 
to hell, approaches the podium. 
He closes his eyes and begins 

to preach and the scene grows 
more surreal. “We have separa-
tion of church and state,” I think 
to myself, growing nudgy and 
hoping that all of the talk of 
God will cease and the political 
speeches will resume. There is 
more praise of Israel, of Bibi, 
and our president. “We want to 
thank you for the tremendous 
leadership of our great presi-
dent, Donald J. Trump,” Jeffress 
says, his eyes still closed. 

I am all for the US embassy 
being re-located from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem but antsy about any 
theological references at an offi-
cial US federal ceremony. Does 
that make me unpatriotic, and 
less of an American? Meanwhile 
Jeffress has found his footing, 
and keeps preaching about “our 
Father,” and Jerusalem. “And we 
pray this,” he tells us, “in the 
name and the spirit of the prince 
of peace, Jesus our Lord. Amen.”

Ivanka and Jared and Bibi and 
the assembled politely applaud 
and before I have a chance to 
ponder why the Embassy was 
dedicated in Jesus’ name, it 

gets even more surreal. Now 
there’s a split screen, with a feed 
from the Gaza front showing 
hundreds of Palestinian riot-
ers hurtling themselves toward 
the black smoke on the Israeli 
border. The insurrection seems 
like a made-for-TV moment, 
and the commentators repeat 
the mantra that much of the 
media has accepted – that the 
Palestinians are rioting because 
of the embassy move.

I know better. As someone 
who has spent months report-
ing from United Nations refugee 
camps in Bethlehem, Ramallah, 
Jenin, Nablus and even Gaza, 
I know they’re rioting because 
they have been raised to believe 
that they will return to villages 
that have not existed in Israel 
since the 1948 Arab-Israeli war. 
I wonder if the media realiz-
es that the official name of the 
event is the Great Return March. 
I wonder if they know that the 
Palestinian’s insistence on cre-
ating their own Right of Return 

– which would bring 5 million 
refugees and their descendants 
– has been a central part of the 
Palestinian narrative. That nar-
rative is taught in schools, where 
teachers insist that Israelis and 
Jews have no right to current-
day Israel, and along with politi-
cal and religious leaders, exhort 
students to riot – essentially a 
form of brainwashing and child 
abuse. 

The next night I seek per-
spective and meet an old 
friend, Steve Levine, who runs 
an Internet radio show from 
his apartment in the Jerusalem 
hills. Levine, who grew up in 
Springfield and has a brother in 
Swampscott, played piano with 
Shlomo Carlebach and worked 
in Information Technology in 
New York before making ali-
yah years ago. These days he 
works as a janitor in a shul in 
Rahavia, and loves every second 
he spends in his Jerusalem. 

We discuss the Gaza rioting, 
and war in general, in between 

cuts of the Grateful Dead, and 
the Tony Mack Band – who 
sound a lot like Frank Zappa 
and the Mothers of Invention. 
“I just can’t believe that killing is 
still an option for man. I would 
have thought that it would have 
ended by now,” he tells me. He 
also suggests that I make aliyah 
and move to Jerusalem. “Don’t 
get too comfortable over there,” 
he says. 

It’s past midnight and Steve 
calls a taxi. I stand outside in the 
warm Jerusalem night and lis-
ten. A tiny white cat darts across 
the road and disappears under 
a white car; two teenage girls 
speak French as they saunter 
into the darkness. Air condition-
ers hum in an electric harmony. 
The wind picks up and my eyes 
move toward a large tree that’s 
bathed in streetlight. It’s crooked 
and its parched leaves grow more 
wrinkled as it bends toward the 
sky. It is old, and I wonder how 
many conversations have been 
held in its shade. 

I decide that the tree – hard-
ly the most graceful in this old 
neighborhood – suggests hope. 
Every year it goes for months 
without rain and still its leaves 
somehow return, its branches 
remain sturdy. Its humility is 
humbling. When I get in the taxi, 
the driver suggests a fixed price 
of 50 shekels. Usually I haggle a 
bit, but I remember the tree and 
a wave of gratitude washes over 
me. The driver is doing me a 
favor, delivering me back to the 
other side of the city. I nod. 

“OK,” he says, before driving 
us off into the darkness. 

Steven A. Rosenberg is the edi-
tor and publisher of the Jewish 
Journal.

Of signs and wonders
from page 1

The events on the border with the Gaza Strip played 
havoc with Israeli emotions. They also came at a time 
when Israel’s dotty but fun entry into the Eurovision 
Song Festival took home the grand prize, giving the 

week a truly manic edge.

The Gaza border
from page 1

Photos by Steven A. Rosenberg
Steve Levine, formerly of Springfield, hosts an Internet radio show.

Pro-Trump signs are festooned throughout Jerusalem.
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BOSTON – How about some Boston cream pie 
banana pudding, with layers of vanilla pudding, 
vanilla wafers, bananas, and decadent chocolate 
fudge? It’s even kosher.

You can also choose from handmade treats 
such as cupcakes, cookies, cheesecakes, custom-
ized cakes, pies, and icebox desserts at Magnolia 
Bakery Boston, which opened its first New England 
location on March 29 by the entrance to Quincy 
Market in Faneuil Hall.  

The lines were long.
If you’ve heard of Magnolia but are not quite cer-

tain where, it could be the cameos in “Sex and the 
City,” “Saturday Night Live,” or the film “The Devil 
Wears Prada.”

According to chief baking officer Bobbie Lloyd, 
there are six locations in Manhattan, one in 
Chicago, and one in Los Angeles. Owned by Steve 
and Tyra Abrams, the chain began in 1996 on 
Bleecker Street in New York’s West Village.

“With the iconic nature of the Magnolia Bakery 
brand, we are excited to have found a partner in 
the historic Faneuil Hall ... to serve both Bostonians 

and visitors to the city,” said Steve Abrams in a 
statement.

“Every store does their own baking,” Lloyd 
explained at the opening party in Boston atop 
the Market’s rotunda, where lucky invitees tried 
whoopie pies, cheesecake tarts, cupcakes, and the 
famed banana cream. (We tasted and said “wow” to 
the server, who responded, “That’s what everybody 
says: ‘wow.’”)

According to publicist Chris Haynes, there are 
locations in Honolulu, Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Kuwait 
City, Doha, Mexico City, Amman, Riyadh, and 
Seoul.

“Magnolia Bakery is a well-recognized brand, 
and we believe Bostonians will really enjoy what 
they have to offer,” said Joe O’Malley, general man-
ager of Faneuil Hall Marketplace.

Lloyd studied with French chef Madeleine 
Kamman at her Modern Gourmet school in Boston. 
“I lived in Boston for six years, and operated a res-
taurant called American Accent in Brookline Village 
from 1984 to 1987,” she said.

But quite the gig awaited her in New York, where 
she moved in 1987 to become Calvin Klein’s private 
chef. Lloyd has been a judge on “Next Great Baker” 
and “Cupcake Wars,” and has appeared regularly on 
“The Today Show.”

Rabbi Yaakov Spivak of the United Kosher 
Supervision in Monsey, N.Y., will be handling 
kashrut inspections for the Boston Magnolia’s dairy 
bakery.

“Everything we buy – the flour, the eggs, the but-
ter – is inherently kosher,” said Lloyd.

Lloyd isn’t Jewish, but did a little kvelling about 
her son, a student at Ithaca College. “He recently 
told me that all his friends are Jewish, he’s gone to 
many bar and bat mitzvahs, really loves the Jewish 
life, and is thinking about converting,” she said. She 
suggested that he speak with a rabbi.

So how did the appearance in “Sex in the City” 
(Season 3, 2000) happen? “I believe Sarah Jessica 
Parker liked Magnolia’s, so the location scout put 
it into an episode,” Lloyd recalled. “The scene was 
less than one minute, but it took them all day.”  

Magnolia Bakery brings sweet  
taste to Boston (and it’s kosher!)

ately. “That started a whole new 
journey for us,” Jody said.

The Hellers hope to get the 
TECPR2 mutation added to the 
Ashkenazi Panel in the near 
future. Jody started a Facebook 
page for TECPR2 families, and 
several families are now follow-
ing the page and sharing stories.

“There are definitely others 
with this genetic syndrome out 
there, but they have been mis-
diagnosed as something else,” 
Jody said. “That’s why we’re 
really trying to bring awareness 
to this newly discovered syn-
drome.”

The Hellers and their fami-
lies are also attacking the dis-
ease on the medical front. They 
started the Luke Heller TECPR2 
Foundation, a privately funded 

entity with the goal of finding 
a cure for Luke’s mutation. The 
Boston-based foundation has 
enlisted scientists from around 
the globe.

In the meantime, Luke con-
tinues to work hard and to 
charm those he encounters 
with a quick hug and a ready 
smile. “Luke is smart and deter-
mined. We are so grateful to the 
Northeast Arc,” Jody said.

Noah acknowledges that rec-
onciling what happened to Luke 
has not been easy. “We have a 
strong, loving family that has 
really helped us. Jody has done 
a lot of work to keep our family 
together and everybody happy. 
She is the center and strength of 
our family,” he said.

One family’s journey
from page 1

Photo by Shelley A. Sackett
Luke, Noah and Jody Heller at their Swampscott home.

Inside Faneuil Hall, Magnolia Bakery awaits.

29 Congress Street • PO Box 986 • Salem, MA 01970
978.740.4431 • fax 978-744-1411 • www.lappinfoundation.org

Lappin Foundation
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

The Start-Up Nation S Curve

Boston

Tel Aviv

Dan Trajman, President and CEO of the New England-Israel Business Council, 
will present a brief history of the Israeli Hi-Tech Industry from early 1900s 
to the present and its impact on the Massachusetts Economy.

Tuesday, June 5 • 7 p.m.
Temple Sinai, One Community Road, Marblehead
RSVPs requested to Susan Feinstein at 978-740-4431 
or sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org

The program is free and all are welcome.

Learn about exciting

Israeli High Tech 

in Massachusetts!



29 апреля оздоровительный 
Центр Stay Well отметил 
14-летнюю годовщину со дня 
основания.  

 В празднично украшенном 
зале, где собрались нарядные 
посетители Центра и 
многочисленные гости, 
звучали поздравления от 
руководителей Центра Захара 
Айзенберга и Людмилы 
Свечковой, сотрудников и 
посетителей.  

 Дружным коллективом 
сотрудников Центра был 
подготовлен большой 
радостный концерт. Песни, 
танцы, стихи и шутливые 
сценки в исполнении Геннадия 
Подлесного, Елены Пекарской, 

Натальи Прок, Любови 
Завьяловой, а также Игоря 
Закалада и Дмитрия Хомчика 
были встречены бурными 

аплодисментами. Этот концерт  
создал всем гостям прекрасное 
настроение.  

Активное участие в 
подготовке и проведения 
концерта приняли и сами 
посетители Центра: Дора 
Розенбаум, Татьяна Черток, 
Зинаида Ясногорская, Наталья 
Глячкова, Раиса Сиделева, 
Владимир Кирсанов, Марина 

Наволодская, Светлана 
Тылис, Эмиль Бланк, 
Людмила Корень. Отдельной 
благодарности за помощь в 
проектировании помещения 
Центра заслужил Георгий 
Глинка.

В своих выступлениях 
посетители Stay Well выразили 
благодарность не только 
руководству и сотрудникам 

Центра, но и Америке, 
стране, которая их приняла и 
дала возможность посещать 
Центр, ставший для многих 
вторым домом. И двери 
этого гостеприимного дома 
всегда открыты для новых 
посетителей. 

Затем состоялся 
праздничный обед. На красиво 
накрытых столах были 
сервированны разнообразные 
закуски, горячие блюда и 
десерт. 

Этот праздник не оставил 
никого равнодушным и было 
принято решение вместе 
встретить 15-летний юбилей 
Центра в следующем году. 

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
CHEVARA MISHNA CEMETERY

8 Lake Shore Road, Lynn, Ma 01904

Предоставляем ритуальные услуги 
Еврейской Общине Северного Берега 

на протяжении пяти поколений
Предварительное планирование включает 

религиозные и светские похоронные услуги.
Представитель менеджмента ответит на 

Ваши вопросы по тел. 339-440-6312 или 
по электронной почте prideoflynninfo@gmail.com

Ежегодное собрание Совета Директоров 
состоится 10 июня 2018,  в 10 утра 

на территории кладбища Pride of Lynn Cemetery

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
CHEVARA MISHNA CEMETERY

8 Lake Shore Road, Lynn, Ma 01904

Совет Директоров приглашает членов  
русско-говорящей общины принять участие  

в работе комитета по планированию. 
  

Желающие могут позвонить 
по телефону 
978-498-4363
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С Днем Рождения,  Stay Well!

Каждый год в последний 
понедельник мая американцы 
отмечают День Памяти 
(Memorial Day) – федеральный 
выходной в честь всех мужчин 
и женщин США, отдавших 
свою жизнь на войнах и службе 
в войсках. 

Изначально праздник был 
посвящен всем погибшим 
в Гражданской войне и 
назывался Decoration Day, 
т.к. в этот день было принято 
украшать могилы солдат 
цветами, венками и флагами. 
С 1882 года в обиход вошло 
название “Memorial Day”, а 
после Первой мировой войны 
в этот день стали поминать 
солдат всех войн, в которых 
участвовали американцы. 

Одна из традиций Дня 
памяти – носить красные 
маки как символ памяти всех 
ветеранов – появилась после 
выхода поэмы “На полях 
Фландрии” Джона Маккрея. 
А в 1924 году из-за нехватки 

поставок этих цветов была 
открыта первая фабрика по 
изготовлению искусственных 
маков. Произошло это в 
Питтсбурге в Пенсильвании, 
и на работу принимали 
ветеранов, нуждающихся в 
работе.

Также на День Памяти 
принято приспустить флаг 
США до полудня, а потом 
поднять флаг до конца на 
остаток дня. Приспущенное 
положение флага – в память 
о всех мужчинах и женщинах, 

погибших на службе своей 
стране, а полное поднятие 
флага символизирует, что эти 
жертвы были не напрасны и 
останутся в памяти живых.

Ежегодно, в честь Дня 
Поминовения в Бостоне на 
Boston Common  на поляне у 
подножья памятника Солдатам 
и Морякам разбивают 
своеобразный сад памяти из 
более чем 37,000 американских 
флажков, посвященный 
павшим военным штата 
Массачусетс. 

День Памяти или Memorial Day

Культурно-Оздоровительный Центр 

BEST CHOICE  
  приглашает!

Проведите свой день с нами!

Мы предлагаем: 
• Йога
• Оздоровительные прогулки
• Посещения выставок, музеев, экскурсии
• Уход за волосами и ногтями в нашем
   салоне красоты
• Концерты и тематические вечера
• Вкусная и полезная еда

Это и многое другое предлагает для Вас BEST CHOICE! 
Сделайте лучший Выбор и  проВедите день С нами.

220 Lynnway, Revere • 781-289-9000

Приглашаем на работу Медсестер и Водителей
full and/or part-time

In this week’s issue of the 
Journal’s Russian Chronicle, we 
have a photo spread from the  
Adult Day Care Center ‘Stay Well’ 
14th anniversary celebration.

We also have information 
about the origin and history of 
Memorial Day, as well as a list of 
events during the holiday week-
end.

English Summary

Дорогие родители, бабушки и дедушки!
Русская Хроника планирует традиционный номер “Наши Выпускники”.  

Если в Вашей семье есть выпускник школы и Вы хотите, чтобы о нем 
было написано на этой странице, звоните по тел. 978-745-4111 доб. 172 
или посылайте информацию и фотографию: yulia@jewishjournal.org.



SUMMER SEA KAYAK  
ADVENTURE CAMP

Our Sea Kayak Adventure Camp is a week-long program 
for boys and girls ages 9-14. The staff-to-child ratios  
allow each student to progress at his/her own pace.

WEEK 1: JULY 23-JULY 27  •  WEEK 2: JULY 30-AUGUST 3  •  9 am - 4 pm
Visit WWW.ERBA.COM to register. 

ESSEX RIVER BASIN ADVENTURES, P.O. BOX 270, ESSEX, MA 01929
1 Main Street  •  Essex, MA 01929  •  978.768.3722

ESSEX RIVER BASIN ADVENTURES
Sea Kayak Tours, Instruction, & Sales Since 1994

Sporting Goods 
Custom Apparel
T-Shirts

26 Hawkes Street, Marblehead
 781-639-7778  

 www.marbleheadsportshop.com

GIFTS FOR DADS & GRADS
GET YOUR CUSTOM ORDERS IN EARLY!

Serving Marblehead, Swampscott, Salem

READING SPECIALIST
ETHEL HARRIS

READING & WRITING TUTOR
Wilson Dyslexia Teacher
Special Education Advocate

781-710-3806 (cell)
ethelharris96@gmail.com

JAN THE TEACHER

Jan Steven Brodie
Bar and Bat Mitzvah Tutoring
80 Dennison Ave Swampscott MA 01907

617-620-8276
brodiejan@comcast.net
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Blumenkrantz earns 
Bachelor of Science

Peabody resident Haley Joy 
Blumenkrantz graduated from 
the University of New England 
in Biddeford, Maine with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Animal Behavior. A member of 
the national Psi Chi honor soci-
ety, Haley completed her degree 
in just three years and gradu-
ated magna cum laude.

The daughter of Steve 
Blumenkrantz and Jodi Coburn, 
she plans to work for the non-
profit Service Dog Project in 
Ipswich.

Chabad honors Middleton police chief 

Chief James DiGianvittorio of the Middleton Police Department 
was honored at the Andover Country Club as the Guest of Honor for 
his outstanding work and dedication to law enforcement.

He has helped Chabad reach out to Jews and non-Jews in the 
greater community, and thanks to his efforts, other communities 
have followed his lead. For example, after Chief DiGianvittorio 
worked to have a menorah displayed on the Middleton Green, many 
other police chiefs have put menorahs in their towns. He has served 
as a powerful example of inclusion.

ROFEH International will sponsor its 6th annual 5k Walkathon at 
2:30 p.m. on Sunday, June 3 at the Chestnut Hill Reservoir. 

The ROFEH 5K Walkathon raises awareness and funds for ROFEH 
International, a humanitarian organization dedicated to helping the 
sick from all walks of life.

ROFEH provides social services, medical lodging, meals, medi-
cal referrals, transportation to and from hospitals, doctor appoint-
ments, and airports, to over 1,000 people annually from all over the 
world as they seek specialized life-saving medical treatment in the 
Boston area hospitals.

Register at: walk.rofehint.org.

ROFEH sponsors Annual 5k Walkathon Shelkan Remis speaks 
at human rights council 

Deborah Shelkan Remis 
was the featured speaker at the 
Annual Holocaust Memorial 
Observance sponsored by the 
Concord-Carlisle Human Rights 
Council on April 22.

Shelkan Remis’ presentation 
“From a Number to a Name: A 
Journey to Reclaiming a Name 
from the Shoah” was held at 
the Henry Wheeler Community 
Center in Concord.

Remis, daughter of the 
late Cantor Gregor Shelkan of 
Congregation Mishkan Tefila, 
described her journey uncov-
ering the story about her 
father’s first wife, Sara Rashina, 
a young Jewish violin virtuoso 
from Latvia who perished in 
the Holocaust. Remis discussed 
how she came to produce a mul-
timedia theatrical violin concert 
“SARA’S VOICE sotto voce” and 
her belief that researching and 
sharing the life of one of the 
six million Jewish victims of the 
Holocaust is to return that per-
son’s dignity and soul and give 
them back a voice.

“SARA’s VOICE sotto voce” 
has been performed to interna-
tional acclaim at the Shalin Liu 
Performance Center in Rockport 
and in Calgary, Alberta. 

Marblehead Community
Charter Public School

Weekly Sessions: June 25–August 3
Sports & Fitness, Music & Theatre, STEM
Dungeons & Dragon, Hogwart’s and MORE!
Visit www.marbleheadcharter.org/summer/

APPLY NOW FOR GRADES 4–8

Project-based Learning ~ Award Winning Sports ~ Art
Music & Theatre ~ French & Spanish ~ Excellent Meal Program

Enrichment Classes ~ 2 Recesses Per Day ~ Air Conditioned Building
Public School ~ No Tuition ~ Highly Qualified & Caring Teachers

781-631-0777 • www.marbleheadcharter.org

Sign Up Today for

Summer Fun!

The Jewish Journal is 
happy to print your news 

at no charge: 
birth announcements, 

engagements, weddings, 
job promotions, events 

and other simchas.
Photos are welcome  
if space permits.

Sumbissions are  
subject to editing  

for style and length. 
Send your news  

to Associate Editor at 
wittner@jewishjournal.org.

Pauline Spirito, owner of Infinity 
Boutique, 427 Paradise Road in 
Swampscott, is partnering with “The 
Memorial Day Flowers Foundation,” 
a non-profit that works with families, 
organizations, and businesses to make 
floral tributes to those who bravely 
served our country. 

The foundation brings awareness 
to our fallen veterans by placing long 
stemmed roses on the graves of veter-
ans for Memorial Day.

Free long-stem roses will be avail-
able for the first 250 customers on 
Saturday, May 26 from 10-5 p.m., or 
Sunday, May 27 from 12 to 4 p.m. 

“I’d like to invite all our customers and friends to come in to cel-
ebrate and honor our veterans,” says Spirito “There’s no obligation 
to purchase. It’s all for the cause to simply place a rose on the grave 
of a veteran in your local cemetery.”

 

Infinity Boutique honors veterans  
with roses this Memorial Day

Photo by Paul Lyden

Pauline Spirito



Bar/Bat MitzvahsBar/Bat MitzvahsBar/Bat Mitzvahs
Spring 2018 Party Guide

By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

T
hough the days are glori-
ously warm and sunny on 
the North Shore these days, 
many of us recall where we 
were during the repeated 

storms this past winter. While most of 
us were hunkered down in our homes, 
Leah Schauer and her family were 
braving the elements to attend her 
bat mitzvah at Congregation Shirat 
Hayam in Swampscott.

“Leah’s bat mitzvah was March 
3, 2018,” says her mother Rachel, a 
reading tutor at Marblehead’s Glover 
School. “It occurred during the first of 
our many March nor’easters.”

Because of the extreme high tides 
and blustery winds, Leah and her 
family had trouble sleeping the night 
before, let alone preparing to welcome 
family and friends from far and wide 
to their congregation, which is about a 
half-mile from the sea.

“We packed all of our clothes and 
necessary items on Friday morning 
and left them in the bridal suite at the 
temple where we had to get ready,” 
Rachel recalls, noting that the family 
pictures were all taken before Shabbat 
“amidst torrential downpours.” 

While the family car was spared by 
inches from a falling tree, its house 
did not fare as well.

“We left the temple after pictures 
to check on our home,” Rachel recalls, 
“only to find pieces of our newly laid 
roof had blown off, our power lines 
had been pulled off of our house and 
were laying in our driveway, and many 
trees had fallen along our driveway.”

Unable to spend Friday night at 
home, the Schauers stayed with family 
and did their best to keep calm.

The temple also had lost power and 
heat and things were looking bleak for 
Saturday. 

Fortunately, the sun shone on bat 
mitzvah day and the weather calmed 

in time for the 9:30 a.m. service.
“Leah was fabulous,” Rachel says, 

“and I was overjoyed that despite the 
weather, it all worked out.”

Though Leah had started Hebrew 
school as a second grader, her reli-
gious education began much earlier.

“At the age of two,” her mother 
recalls, “she started preschool at Shirat 
Hayam.”

Leah also has been attending Camp 
Young Judaea since the age of eight.

“She has learned a lot about 
Judaism,” her mother says proudly, 
“including prayers, songs, [and] 

dancing.”
Her mother and her sisters also 

went to Young Judaea and both her 
mother and father, Cory Schauer, were 
bat/bar mitzvah. “There was never 
a doubt that Leah and her two older 
sisters would have a bat mitzvah,” 
Rachel says.

And while there have long been 
familial expectations for Leah and 
her sisters Olivia (18) and Carly (15), 
her parents assert that Leah came to 
much of her cultural and religious 
heritage on her own.

“Leah loves being Jewish,” her 

mother observes, “and she knows how 
important becoming a bat mitzvah 
was to her parents and her grandpar-
ents. She was motivated to learn as 
much as she could so she could make 
herself and her family proud.”

When they were originally given a 
date for Leah’s bat mitzvah three years 
in advance, little did the Schauers 
know the challenges they would face. 
Ironically, March 3 was not the first 
date Leah had been given.

“Dates tend to be given based on 
a child’s birthdate,” Rachel explains. 
“We had to change our given date due 
to personal dates, and as a result, we 
were able to choose the next available 
date.”

Despite the challenges, however, 
Leah was poised and able to lead the 
congregation effectively and beauti-
fully.

Perhaps Leah should have taken 
some clues from her Torah portion, 
which was the provocative Ki Tisa 
(Exodus 30:11–34:35). It details the 
building of the Tabernacle and the sin 
of the Golden Calf.

“Leah was a bit overwhelmed when 
she first received it,” Rachel admits. 
“However, these feelings disappeared 
as soon as she began learning her 
prayers and portions under the guid-
ance of her wonderful bat mitzvah 
tutor, Jan Brodie.”

In fact, Rachel recalls, the most 
challenging element of the prepara-
tion was scheduling Leah’s lessons.

“Leah participated on three dif-
ferent sporting teams and she was 
extremely busy,” Rachel explains, 
noting that Leah is also a straight-A 
student. “Luckily, Jan was very patient 
and he always made it work for Leah.”

In addition to the Schauers and 
Brodie, the bat mitzvah planning was 
supported by party caterer Bruce 
Silverlieb, as well as friends and staff 
at Shirat Hayam who were especially 
vital in the hours leading up to the 
service.

“The staff at Shirat Hayam, especial-
ly Barri and Gus, were extremely help-
ful with the Kiddush and with making 
sure the temple survived the horrible 
nor’easter so that Leah could perform 
her bat mitzvah,” Rachel says.

Once the service began, even more 
people became involved, including 
family members who ranged in age 
from two to 77 and who came from 
as far away as Florida and California. 
Everyone trekked into Boston after the 
ceremony to celebrate at the ICON.

“Having our family and friends 
come to celebrate Leah, despite the 
distance and horrible weather condi-
tions, was incredible,” Rachel says.

And while the family reunion 
made the day extra special, nothing 
can compare with Leah’s leading the 
congregation in prayer.“Leah chanted 
her Torah, Haftarah, and prayers so 
beautifully,” her mother kvells. “She 
also memorized her dvar Torah [her 
personal message], so watching her 
recite it with such eloquence and con-
fidence was inspirational.”

Leah Schauer won’t let anything rain on her bat mitzvah

The Schauer family celebrated Leah’s bat mitzvah. From left, sister Carly, mother Rachel, Leah, father Cory, and sister Olivia.

Leah Schauer practicing her Haftarah before her bat mitzvah in March.
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By David Townsend 

I wonder if bar mitzvahs still 
have the same significance, 
the same social impact, as 

they did 40 or 50 years ago for 
us, for me. 

Most cultures and societies 
have had rites of passage for 
thousands of years all over the 
world – rituals and traditions for 
the transition from childhood 
to the threshold of manhood or 
womanhood. But I grew up in a 
suburban Christian (Protestant) 
New England culture that really 
didn’t have anything like that. 
When I turned 13, my grand-
mother gave me 13 $1 bills. That 
was the extent of celebrating 
becoming a teenager. 

But I was part of a commu-
nity where most of my friends 
were Jewish, and the Jewish 
families had these bar mitzvahs, 
which entailed a big ceremony 
and a whole bunch of memo-
rization of Hebrew texts, and 
dressing up and prayers and 
stories, all while looking super-
serious – all of which had a cool 
kind of cultural significance that 
we really didn’t appreciate. It 
was amazing considering how 
old those rituals are that they 
were preserved and practiced 
so consistently. As an outsider, 
the whole process was fascinat-
ing and enthralling to me. I was 
privileged to be invited to attend 
a half-dozen or so of these expe-
riences, despite not being able 
to return the favor.

But truthfully, the religious 
elements were secondary, for 
most of us, to the parties. In 
those days, it was obligatory to 
host an extravagant after-bar 
mitzvah party at night, with a 
DJ, with dance, with food, and 
without grown-ups. So you take 
all of these 13-year-old debu-
tantes, still dressed fancy, and 
stick us all in a room with a 
hip DJ and dark lights and loud 
upbeat music. And the rock 
‘n roll music of that era was 
some of the best in the history 
of popular music, so we’re talk-
ing about early ’70s Beatles and 
Stones and Neil Young and all 
of it.

What did we do? We danced 
for the first time. We stood in 
the same room with girls and 
had to figure out whether or 
not to ask them to dance, or to 
squeeze out on the dance floor 
alone somehow. And then there 
were organized games and trivia 
contests – so you could show 
off your music knowledge. I had 
heard the word “necking” from 
my parents, but we didn’t use 
that word for kissing. We said 
“made out.” And I know, or at 
least suspect, some kids made 
out at these parties. I’m not sure 
who, but it was probably the 
first time for a bunch of people. 

It was, in every respect, a 
rite of passage: religious, cul-
tural, sexual. There was a sense 
of independence, of arrival, of 
opportunity. For me, I glommed 
onto it. My Jewish friends had 
it, I don’t know what my youth 
would have been like without it. 

You looked forward to it like 
nothing else. For my gang, it 
all happened within rough-
ly the same year, late 1971 to 
mid-1972. When somebody’s 
bar or bat mitzvah was coming 
up, everybody seemed excited 
about it. I think especially after 
the first couple of them – we 
had had such a good time. Part 
of it was the extent to which we 
were pumped up. It was like: “I 
want to feel that again!” I want 
to go back and be in the pres-
ence of a whole bunch of girls 

who are dressed really nice, who 
are ostensibly there to hang with 
the boys – even if I wasn’t usu-
ally one of the boys they were 
hanging with, just being in that 
atmosphere was such a stimu-
lation. And I’m sure it was the 
same for most of the girls. 

Again, the music was at the 
center of it – a compelling, 
uplifting soundtrack to a fanta-
syland experience. We even had 
slow dances. I distinctly remem-
ber one time that I got up the 
guts to ask a girl to dance. 
Whoever it was, she was the 
kind of girl who was just nice 
enough, and polite enough, to 
say yes. We didn’t really know 
each other, we were just in the 
same class, she hung out with 
other people and I wasn’t exactly 
the most desirable boy. But she 
didn’t look me in the face (like 
another girl had) and say, “I 
don’t want to dance with you.”

But the problem was that I 
asked her to dance before the 
song started to play and she 
said OK. So we got out on the 
dance floor and suddenly it was 
a slow song, probably “Wild 
Horses.” We both hesitated for 
a fraction of a second and then 
neither one of us was going to 
be obnoxious enough to back 
off and say, “Sorry, I won’t slow 
dance with you.” So, we had to 
put our arms around each other 
and do the whole sway around 
the floor thing, and keep the 
hands touching the back at all 
times – and feeling ridiculously 
embarrassed. Finally, when it 
was over, we had to pull apart 
from each other and clap, and 
glance at each other and say 
“thanks.” And we quickly walked 
in the other direction, relieved 
more than anything, without 
the slightest suspicion that it 
had any romantic overtones. 

But moments like that, as 
amusing as they sound in ret-
rospect, still felt immensely 
important at the time. Here I 
am, 45 years later, and I still viv-
idly recall such incidents, and 
the whole wonder of the bar 
mitzvah (party) scene. It was 
transformational, we felt like we 
were entering a new world, and 
could see the future laid out 
before us. 

In recent years, my own kids 
have attended a few bar mitz-
vahs, and I don’t think they had 
anything near the meaning that 
they did for my friends and me, 
back then. For one thing, at sev-
eral, the adults were included at 
the post-ceremony party. They 
still had music and dancing and 
games and fun, but with the 
grown-ups in the same room? 
I wonder if the parents were 
trying to recapture some of the 
magic of their own youthful 
memories.

David Townsend writes from 
Swampscott. 

978.535.0770
CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

Professional  
Entertainment 

& Disc Jockey Service
HIGH-ENERGY, BUT NOT OVER THE TOP

   

www.israelbookshop.com

info@israelbookshop.com

Israel Book Shop
Your One Stop Shop  

for All Your  
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Needs

Talleisim • Kippot • Embroidered Tallis Bags 
Tefillin • Large Selection of Jewish Party Music
Sterling Silver Kiddush Cups & Candlesticks

WE SHIP NATIONWIDE

410 HARVARD STREET, BROOKLINE, MA
 617-566-7113  •  1-800-323-7723

Sun-Wed 9am-6pm  •  Thurs 9am-8pm  •  Fri 9am-2pm
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Recalling the magic of that  
first bar mitzvah party dance

The author and his Stanley School class in Swampscott in 1971.



The Party Specialist
BRUCE D. SILVERLIEB

www.thepartyspecialist.com                         Tel 781-592-0988          

Why Us?
* More than 33 years of experience 

*We create the style you want
* Classic, Contemporary, Elegant or Casual  
* More important... Ask any of our clients

“Let my passion and experience 
join your taste and style to create 

the perfect reception .”
         -Bruce

* More than 35 years of experience

P R I V A T E  E V E N T S
Book your next bar/bat mitzvah party, function or private event

THE BEST IN BOSTON ENTERTAINMENT, NIGHTLIFE & HOSPITALITY

Our world class spaces are available for functions & events, holiday parties, birthdays,  
bar & bat mitzvahs, charities & fundraisers, corporate parties, launch events & more…

Some of our venues’ key features include:

Five 300+ guest capacity venues  •  Three venues with 7,000 square feet of available space 
Semi-private & full private VIP lounges  •  Separate lounges with private bars & seating  

State of the art DJ booths & sound systems  •  Private party menu & catering 
Professional chefs  •  Professional services, bartending & security

Icon Nightclub  V  Venu Nightclub  V  Cure Lounge  V  Kava Neo Taverna

Abby Lane  V  Kingston Grille and Bar  V  Wonderland Ballroom

PASHA ENTERTAINMENT
100 Warrenton Street, Boston, MA 02116  V  617-338-8061

Visit Pashaboston.com/Private-Events  V  Email: mattmartel@pashaboston.com
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Unfortunately, the two most 
important male influences 

in my life were unable to attend 
my very special and impor-
tant event. My late dad, Simon 
Tankel, had passed away of a 
cerebral hemorrhage at age 39, 
on December 24, 1941. He was 
buried on December 25, 1941, 
on beloved mom’s (Elizabeth 
Shapiro-Tankel) birthday. The 
other important male in my life, 
Sergeant William H. Shapiro 
(mom’s brother) was fighting for 
our freedom, first in the U.K., 
and then in France. 

My bar mitzvah was held in 
1944 at Temple Mishkan Tefila 
in Roxbury on Seaver Street (my 
Aunt Esther and Uncle Joe were 
the first couple ever to be mar-

ried there). All I can remember 
is that I had a speech I had 
to memorize but I don’t recall 
what I said. We lived in a two-
bedroom apartment in Blue Hill 
Avenue in Roxbury and some 
people came by after the bar 
mitzvah and we had lunch. It 
was a very small apartment so 
there wasn’t too much room for 
a lot of people. The night before 
the bar mitzvah I was worriedly 
pacing back and forward in my 
apartment and memorizing my 
speech. Due to limited space in 
our apartment, there wasn’t any 
major celebration with me on 
the shoulders of dancers. I still 
have my tallis and bar mitzvah 
certificate. 
– Burton Sawyer Tankel, Sterling

When you are 13 years old, 
the day and time when 

you are the “main event” of a 
celebratory day is always excit-
ing. You look forward to being 
the center of attention, the 
numerous envelopes, the pres-
ents and all of your favorite 
food. What can be bad? You just 
entered “manhood,” you cel-
ebrated a bar mitzvah, you just 
became an adult!

In context, the day was one 
of mixed feelings. You celebrate 
with your friends, you look for-
ward to those then-popular 
receiving lines, shaking hands 
and getting all kinds of hand-
shakes, kisses and accolades. 
I “buzzed out” of the line, 
telling my cousin to get me a 
screwdriver and some knishes, 
which, surprisingly, he did. At 
13 I was just interested in par-

tying, eating, looking forward 
to those boring capon dinners 
with orange sauce and rice stuff-
ing and dessert. I would have 
been happy, but Dad, being as 
traditionally observant as he 
could, insisted on the “Birkat 
Hamazon,” the “Grace After 
Meals.” None of my friends had 
to do it – why should I? But I was 
just the “man of the hour,” so I 
didn’t put up a stink.

The day was cold and snowy. 
I was glad to get home and just 
relax. I guess it was almost like a 
“coming of age,” when you gain 
a bit of standing and nobody 
thinks of you as “just the noisy 
teenager” any longer. Did I learn 
anything on that day? Yeah, to 
stand for something you have to 
say your peace and realize that 
there’s a whole lotta livin’ ahead.

– Russell Grand, Salem 

My family was not by any 
means well-to-do and 

was not very observant. We cel-
ebrated the holidays with fam-
ily and never went to temple. 
In 1947, my mother asked me 
if I wanted to be bar mitzvah. 
Since many of my friends were 
having bar mitzvahs and get-
ting gifts. I thought it was a 
good thing to do. Old Mr. Katz 
would come once a week and 
summon me away from playing 
baseball with my friends with 
the admonition “No balls play-
ing, study.” He got five dollars to 

tutor me. We chose a very small 
shul in Brookline for the actual 
bar mitzvah where I read from 
the Torah. The celebration that 
evening was at a small, now-
defunct restaurant in down-
town Boston. My mother had a 
friend with a terrible voice and 
she was the vocal entertain-
ment. The arrangement with 
my mother was that any money 
I got as gifts was to be used to 
defray the cost of the restau-
rant. It was an experience I will 
never forget.

– Phillip Simons, Peabody 

Then and now:  
Bar mitzvahs memories



By Miriam Weinstein
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

It’s not just 12- and 13-year-
olds sweating their readings 
or their speeches.

In synagogues across the 
region, men and women are 
working on their Hebrew read-
ing skills, discussing their Torah 
portions, learning about Jewish 
rituals, concepts, and history. 
They are also inviting their fam-
ilies and friends to join them 
on their big day, which is usu-

ally reached after a year of study 
and, unlike the usual event, 
does not involve line dancing 
(although it may involve throw-
ing hard candy).

Adult bar and bat mitzvahs 
have been taking place for 
decades, and they continue to 
be popular. Occasionally, these 
are individual events, but most 
often they are group affairs, with 
teaching duties shared between 
the rabbi and a volunteer from 
the congregation. 

At larger temples, these mile-
stone occasions tend to hap-
pen every few years, and include 
up to a dozen participants each 
time. For smaller congregations, 
such as Temple Ahavat Achim 
in Gloucester, the group that is 
now studying is the first.

There are several reasons why 
adults might choose to have a 
bar or bat mitzvah. They may 
be converts to Judaism. Their 
parents might not have been 
religious when they were young. 
Some are from the former Soviet 
Union, where they were not able 
to express their Jewish identity. 

Most who chose the ritual as 
adults are women. Although the 
first bat mitzvah in the United 
States was held in 1922, the pro-
cess did not become standard 
for girls for another half-cen-
tury. Even now, Orthodox com-
munities offer events for girls, 
but they are not actually bat 
mitzvahs.  

Rabbi David J. Meyer of 
Temple Emanu-El in Marble-
head said that every year, his 
congregation offers a begin-
ning Hebrew class for adults. 
Sometimes a desire for a group 
b’nai mitzvah will grow out of 
that. 

Temple Ahavat Achim’s Rabbi 
Steven Lewis explained it this 
way: “A bar or bat mitzvah is a 
celebration of a status that you 
have already achieved, rather 
than a ritual that changes status. 
If you turn any age and it’s your 
birthday, even if you don’t sing 
‘Happy Birthday’ or eat birthday 
cake, it’s still your birthday. If 
you graduate from college and 
you don’t attend graduation, 
you still graduate. However, 
if you’re going to get married 
and you don’t show up for your 

wedding, you’re not going to 
get married.” An adult bar/bat 
mitzvah simply expresses what 
already is.” (Full disclosure: I am 
part of the group of women at 
Temple Ahavat Achim currently 
studying and working toward a 
shared event. In my youth, a bat 
mitzvah was a rarity). 

But many people who did 
not have the event when they 
were younger want to have the 
experience of studying, learn-
ing, affirming, and celebrating. 
As to the way these events work 
in practice, Rabbi Meyer said, 
“I try to keep it fairly standard. 
Everyone learns the blessings 
for the Torah. Everyone learns 
to read a few verses from the 
Torah. That’s a powerful experi-
ence to share.”

Rabbi Richard Perlman of 
Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody 
said when a group forms, people 
can be at very different levels, 
and have very different expecta-
tions. “We ask everyone to tell us 
what their interest is, chanting a 
haftarah, or just doing a portion 
of the service. Some know no 
Hebrew at all, and just want to 
do a bracha, a blessing.”

Ellen Winokur, a member of 
Ner Tamid and a retired teach-
er, worked along with Rabbi 
Perlman to help a group of eight 
women and one man become 
b’nai mitzvah last month. 
Although some did not know 
Hebrew when they began, “In 
the end, everyone read Hebrew, 
and they were so proud of them-
selves,” she said. “I felt like a 
parent kvelling, because I know 
how hard they worked.

“There were three people 
in the group that I taught their 
children. Usually it’s l’dor v’dor 
[from generation to generation], 
from parent to children. But we 
went from children to parents, 
and that was totally awesome.”

Said Rabbi Perlman, “In the 
beginning, there is so much 
trepidation, even to the day of. 
I explain that this isn’t just for 
you, this is for you and God. 
When it is all over, every one of 
them says it’s incredible. Some 
of the students go on in learn-
ing, and even surpass me. For 
a teacher, this is the ultimate 
success.”

252 Humphrey Street � Marblehead � 781-631-DELI (3354) � www.evansdeli.com
Hours: Mon 10am-7pm � Tues-Fri 8am-7pm � Sat 7:30am-6pm � Sun 7:30am-1pm
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DELI PLATTER includes:  Roast Beef, Corned Beef, Turkey Breast, Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, 
Pickles, Bread & Rolls & Condiments ~ $11.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)

FISH PLATTER includes:  Nova Lox, Whitefish Salad, Muenster Cheese, Assorted Bagels, 
Plain & Chive Cream Cheese (other cheeses upon request), Tomatoes, Cucumbers, 

Red Onions & Capers (Sable & Kippered Salmon extra charge)  ~ $12.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)

PARTY PLATTERS 
For post-Bar/Bat Mitzvah Sunday festivities

Ask about our back yard barbecues. We come and grill for you so you can enjoy your guests!

Exceptional Flowers for all occasions
978-745-6967

130 Canal St., Salem, MA 01970
www.fruitnflowers.com | nsfuitbasket@gmail.com
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Preparing for adult bat mitzvahs at Temple Ahavat Achim in 
Gloucester: Fern Miller, Susan Federspiel (teacher), Suzanne London, 
Cynthia Brown and Deborah Dubowy.

It’s never too late to become  
a bat or bar mitzvah

and you don’t show up for your 



Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

FREE PARKING at wall facing ocean
Entrance at Rear of House

Major Credit Cards Accepted

590 Revere Beach Blvd.
Revere, MA • 781.289.3672

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 12-6, Saturday 10-5

��

590 Revere Beach Blvd. 
Revere, MA • 781.289.3672

Hours: By Appointment
Entrance at Rear of House • Major Credit Cards

For the fi nest col lec tion of
Casual Daytime Wear

to Black Tie Party Wear
at Affordable Prices!

Selma’s
★

★ ★

★ ★

★ ★

★

★

Extraordinary, Contemporary Clothing
for Today’s Woman

The Place for…
Perfect Party 

Wear!

★

Night and Day We Are the One

Celebrate  
in Style!
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Weddings  •  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

HELLO 
GORGEOUS!
Social Dressing for all 
your special events  
and parties from  
Day into Night!  

427 Paradise Road • Vinnin Sq • Swampscott
781-599-8829 • Mon-Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 12-4

Celebrating  
36 Years

Take additional 

50% OFF  
 sale fashions 
this weekend!
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Art Corner 
In the 40 years the Art Corner has served the North Shore community, we have framed: paintings, 

mini and ginormous; family photos, vacation casual to high-end wedding photographs; diplomas 
from kindergarten-isn’t-that-cute to Harvard University seriousness; contemporary to hand-callig-
raphied Ketubahs; fragile antique samplers and elaborate award-winning needlepoints; children’s 
“masterpieces;” sports jerseys (lots of them!); beer bottles; silver spoons; lions and tigers and bears, 
oh, my! And – oh, yah! – whatever YOU bring to us!

There’s a frame in our store with your name on it!
The Art Corner, for fine and stylish custom picture framing.
The Art Corner is located at 264 Washington St., Salem. Visit artcornersalem.com or call 978-745-9524.

�    �    �

Bler Travel
Bler Travel is a full service travel agency that has been in the Brookline area for over 25 years. 

Our expertise makes us the go-to agency for all your travel needs. The traveler gets full support 
before, during and after the trip. This service is unique as you usually do not get this level of service 
when you book a trip online. Our team of professionals cater to your needs and take care of all the 
details of your trip. We continually exceed your expectations and stay within your budget for flights, 
vacations, cruises, honeymoons, Bar or Bat Mitzvah trips, family tours of Israel, family reunions 
and more.We will never disappoint you. We continually receive high praises on our expertise and 
knowledge, and our clients come back to us year after year. Reach out to us for your next trip! 

Bler Travel is located at 45 Bartlett Crescent Road, Brookline. Visit bler.com, email info@bler.com, or 
call 617-738-0500.

�    �    �

Cheryl-Anns’ of Brookline
Cheryl-Anns’ of Brookline was founded by two sisters, Cheryl and Ann, along with their mother 

Joan in 1985. The bakery business has been part of their family since Joan was a young girl. 
Cheryl and Ann were both raised working in their grandfather’s bakery.

Ann had a true passion for baking and decided to attend the Dunwoody Institute of Baking in 
Minneapolis, Minn., in the early ’80s to follow in her grandparents’ footsteps.

You will truly get the feeling of walking into your grandmother’s kitchen upon entering Cheryl-Anns’ 
bakery. Many of the staff members are part of Cheryl and Ann’s extended family.

Cheryl Anns’ of Brookline is located at 1010 West Roxbury Parkway, Chestnut Hill. Visit cherylanns-
bakery.com, or call 617-469-9241.

�    �    �

Cohen Productions
Cohen Productions is an entertainment company specializing in Bar and Bat Mitzvah 

celebrations. We guarantee high energy, respectable fun and appropriate music volume and 
selection. 

We guarantee a balance of entertainment for both adults and children. No one is left out of the 
festivities. Cohen Productions will customize your mitzvah with a coordinated plan. Together we will 
devise a schedule of formalities, dancing, games, and other entertainment to ensure that everyone in 
attendance, regardless of age, is actively engaged in the mitzvah. We have all of today’s popular music 
(only the clean versions) that appeal to teens as well as a huge selection of oldies, classic rock, and 
traditional Jewish tunes. ‘High Energy & Not Over The Top’ has been the formula that families have 
come to expect over the years. There is no substitute for experience.

Visit CohenProductions.com or call 978-535-0770.

�    �    �

Donna Kagan’s Elegant Touch
For 37 years, Donna has helped families and corporations create unique parties.  Growing up in 

the kosher catering business gave her a bird’s eye view of what people want.  She decided to use 
her knowledge and business degree from Boston University to establish a company she could operate 
out of her home.  At the time, her children were young and this made perfect sense.  Donna can 
furnish caterers, photographers, bands, designer linens, florists, props, themes and lighting.  She can 
orchestrate an entire event or just some pieces of it, depending on her customers wishes and budget. 
“My primary concern is always the happiness of my client.”

Donna promises to make your event not only memorable, but hassle-free.
Be they the mother of the bride or the CEO of a major corporation, Donna makes them feel like a 

guest at their own affair. 
Creating an innovative theme for a client is a special skill Donna brings to her work,  When people 

want something different she will work to create an entire environment for them. “There is nothing I 
can’t do, don’t have or can’t get.  I guarantee my clients will be amazed at how easy I can make their 
occasions memorable. I seek perfection and I love what I do.”

Experience the best with Donna Kagan, an event planner who 
makes the greatest parties … from casual to the most elegant.

Call 781-631-6603 or email donna.eltouch@gmail.com.

�    �    �
continued on page 30
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Complimentary consultation by appointment
Visit our showroom offices in Marblehead and Martha’s Vineyard

781-631-6603 � donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Event Designer

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

From casual to the most elegant…
Parties for all occasions

FOR A BAR/BAT MITZVAH  
TO REMEMBER...  

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!



Evan’s Deli ~ 
A Taste of New York in Marblehead

At Evan’s Deli we understand everything that goes into planning an event. We pay close attention 
to detail so you do not have to. Our fantastic staff makes the planning easy for you. Each of our 

custom designed catering platters is served on decorative trays and bowls, and we provide all the 
plates, napkins, and serving utensils necessary for your event. We strive to provide the freshest food 
for you and your guests. Whether your event is an elaborate wedding celebration, corporate meeting, 
or cozy backyard party, you will be sure to receive quality service and premium food from Evan’s 
Deli. You can also get any menu item to go or enjoy your food right in our deli. 

Call Evan today to let him handle the stress at your next event so you do not have to. Once you 
come in we know you will keep coming back!

Visit evansdeli.com or call 781-631-DELI.

�    �    �

Flowers by Darlene
Darlene has been in business for more than 37 years. Her exceptional knowledge of flowers and 

the floral industry gives her a unique advantage in the flower world. We deliver all over the 
North Shore. No event is too small or too big for us to handle. 

Providing exquisite, custom floral designs for your once-in-a-lifetime day. We pay meticulous 
attention to detail and offer highly personalized customer service. We’ll guide you through the maze 
of choices while you select the bar/bat mitzvah flowers of your dreams. Let us create something 
fabulous for you.

Flowers by Darlene is located at 130 Canal St., Salem. Visit fruitnflowers.com, email nsfuitbasket@
gmail.com, or call 978-745-6967.

�    �    �

Giblees
Giblees has been providing the finest of menswear and personalized service in the New England 

area for more than 50 years. From casual to formal, Giblees offers one of the largest inventories 
and selections of men’s designer clothing in all of New England. The unique merchandise is chosen 
from around the world and is not commonly found in a typical men’s store. Giblees carries an 
extensive selection of designer brands including Canali, Giorgio Armani, Zanella, Peter Millar, 
etc. The service is just as upscale as the clothing. All the sales associates have extensive fashion 
knowledge and have been trained to help customers choose items that best meet their style and 
budget requirements and while there, you may run into a sports personality as many well known 
sports figures frequent the store such as Gronk and other Patriots players. 

Giblees is located at 85 Andover Street (Rte. 114), Danvers. Visit giblees.com.

�    �    �

Infinity Boutique
Whether you are looking for something for work, a social function, or just casual everyday 

outfits, Infinity Boutique is the perfect place to shop. Infinity has been in business for 35 years. 
Pauline and her staff are fantastic in helping you find an outfit for any occasion, from casual to 

dressy and everything in between! Their contemporary fashions 
are for juniors, misses, petite and plus sizes. Infinity also has one 
of a kind fashion jewelry and accessories. Their variety and styles 
cater to women of all sizes. It is always exciting to see what will be 
the new trends and colors for every season. Their knowledge for 
fashion will make you become a loyal customer! Stop in anytime 
for a personal fashion consultation.

Infinity Boutique is located at 427 Paradise Road, Vinnin 
Square, Swampscott. Call 781-599-8829. 

�    �    �

Let Our Design Experts
Help You Create The
Perfect Presentation

For Your Special
Celebrations

The Moore Family

Cheryl Anns’
Delivery on Large Orders

(617) 469-9241  •  www.cherylannsbakery.com
1010 West Roxbury Parkway, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

We deliver to Stop & Shop, Roche Bros. and Star Market. Find them on our website.

Breads Pastriesof Brookline

DOCUMENTING 
YOUR STORY

AS ART
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Photojournalism

PAMEL A JOYE 
P H O T O G R A P H Y

W W W. PA M E L A J OY E .C O M  | PJ OY E @ PA M E L A J OY E .C O M

85 Andover Street
Route 114, Danvers
(next to Ira Lexus) 
978-774-4080
giblees.com

Complete Slim Fit Suit 
& Tux Rental Packages
starting at $149

Suit Purchase
Packages starting
at $299 per usher!

Paul’s Reptile Circus
We will connect reptiles with kids! Featuring your choice of  
reptiles, such as water dragon, corn snake, box turtle, and more.

Schools • Birthdays • Parties 
Bar/bat mitzvahs • Other events

www.reptilecircus.net
617-407-7533
reptilescircus@gmail.com
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Kolbo Fine Judaica Gallery

Find us at:
437 Harvard St. 

Brookline, MA

Providing Future Family Heirlooms
Since 1978 Reach us at:

(617) 731-8743 
www.kolbo.com

Sale Prices Good Thru June 1 2018

Dorot Frozen herbs $3.99.now $3.00

Fat Boy Fat Dogs.........................$6.49

Made in House Burgers ....................

4/pk 6oz    $6.69lb

Chicken Breast w/ Wing.....$3.39 lb

Potato Salad..............................$3.00 lb

Cole Slaw....................................$3.00 lb

Final Sale Basket ..............99¢ and up

Celebrate your Bar/Bat Mitzvah  
parties at Su Chang’s!

SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm V FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials: MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm

TEL 978-531-3366 V FAX 978-531-3060 V www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Fine Chinese Cuisine

373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – MAY 24, 2018 31

Israel Book Shop
The Israel Book Shop has served the greater Boston Jewish community for over 60 years. Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff are available to help with your wedding and celebration needs.
Whether choosing a ketubah, renting a chuppah, sizing up a new tallit, engraving your name on a 

sparkling kiddush cup or just setting up your new Jewish home, the IBS is the place to go.
Israel Book Shop is located at 410 Harvard St., Brookline. Visit israelbookshop.com or call 617-566-

7113 or 800-323-7723.

�    �    �

Zvi Jalfin Photography
With 14 years of experience as a full time photographer, Zvi understands that photography is 

not just the click of a camera; rather, it is the digital art of capturing your perfect moment 
and enhancing it for exceptional quality. Often overlooked, Zvi provides a proper lighting setup and 
technique that is crucial in photography, and it is an art that Zvi has been perfecting for years and 
years. That quality comes from staying current with leading-edge technology and partnering with 
the right strategic alliances. With many years of experience in the graphic art and printing industries, 
he has the critical knowledge needed to select and work with the right partners to produce the 
best results for your special moments. By listening to his clients and focusing on what they want to 
capture, Zvi ensures that their photographs, albums or portraits are the timeless keepsake they were 
hoping for. Acting in a consultative role, Zvi provides input regarding photographic options to fulfill 
his clients’ needs. Zvi photographs weddings and bar/bat mitzvhas, corporate events, executive 
portraits and headshots, family portraits and pets. Zvi also offers Digital Graffiti services, Green Screen 
Photography, Red Carpet and Paparazzi photography stations as well as photo booth rentals.

Visit jalfinphoto.com, email zvi@jalfinphoto.com, or call 781-449-7249.

�    �    �

Pamela Joye Photography ~ 
A Rite of Passage Documentary

Pamela Joye photographs the story of a bar/bat mitzvah coming of age in framing the transition 
from childhood into adulthood beyond the actual moment of the service – one that celebrates 

the child, the family and the legacy of passing on beautiful traditions. While rich with meaning and 
celebration, my true aim is to thread all the little pieces together: the expressions and emotions of 
your child and your family together alongside grandparents, aunts, uncles and extended family and 
friends on the day of the event. In addition to portraits, it’s the impression of all those other moments 
– how they look, and feel, and the milestone passage they speak to that tells the story. Ultimately, the 
story created is one of pictures – the formal, the messy, the dreamy, the experiential that will send you 
back to this time and a place. Each bar/bat mitzvah I photograph is customized to you and your story 
and every collection includes a beautiful book filled with pictures.

Visit pamelajoye.com or email pjoye@pamelajoye.com.

�    �    �

Kolbo Fine Judaica Gallery
Since 1978, Kolbo Fine Judaica Gallery has been an integral and active member of Boston’s Jewish 

community. Families who shop our selection find new, innovative Jewish artists for the Judaica 
that celebrates important milestones – their child’s first tallit, their wedding ketubah and even a 
children’s kiddush cup for a new grandchild. Several of our staff members’ first tallitot came from 
Kolbo. Passing on that experience by helping new generations find their first tallis is such a blessing 
for us.

One of the most meaningful steps in preparing your child to become a bar or bat mitzvah is helping 
them choose their first tallit. Our curated selection of handcrafted 
tallitot features artists from your community, from Israel and from 
everywhere in between. Whether you choose a handwoven tallit 
by a local artist or one made from flowing Israeli silk, you can step 
onto the bimah wrapped in beautiful traditions with a tallit from 
Kolbo.

 Kolbo is located at 437 Harvard St., Brookline. Visit kolbo.com or 
call 617-731-8743.

�    �    �

My Specialty Items (MSI) 
My Specialty Items started in 2009 as a locally-based and 

family-owned business in Marblehead and is family owned. 
The owners, Corey and Jennifer Tapper, reside in Marblehead with 
their three teenage children. Corey and Jennifer have owned their 
own businesses for close to 20 years and enjoy working together 
on a daily basis. My Specialty Items (MSI) started as a very small 
home based business doing custom t-shirts for their own personal 

MY 
SPECIALTY 
ITEMS

Visit www.facebook.com/myspecialityitems • Email info@myspecialtyitems.com • Call 781-990-6100

CUSTOM PRINTED APPAREL & EMBROIDERY
Specializing in events such as Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, Weddings,  
Reunions, Baby Gifts, Birthdays, and other special events.

continued on page 32



events including birthday parties and New Year’s Eve parties. They have expanded 
MSI over the years because they love working closely with their clients to provide 
them with a high quality custom product. Their vision of MSI came about as they 
were trying to find affordable custom products that were local. Both Corey and 
Jennifer have a long extensive careers in customer service-driven industries. The 
business has since expanded over the years and is focusing on custom items for 
bar/bat mitzvahs, weddings, birthday parties, baby gifts, sports apparel and custom 
events. MSI offers custom printed apparel and embroidery. We have had orders for 
t-shirts, tank tops, baby onesies, sweatshirts, blankets, baseball hats, bathrobes, 
backpacks, and aprons. The best part of each job is seeing a happy customer 
receiving their customized products. It is the best when we receive photos of bat/
bar mitzvahs with all the kids wearing their custom shirts – it is absolutely the 
greatest feeling that we were just a small part of an amazing day!

Visit facebook.com/myspecialityitems, email info@myspecialtyitems.com, or call 
781-990-6100.

�    �    �

PASHA Entertainment
The leaders in Boston Events, Hospitality, and Nightlife, PASHA is a full service 

entertainment company designed with the goal of offering exceptional 
experience to our clientele. We have been operating bars, concert halls, nightclubs, 
and restaurants since 1999. Our locations include Abby Lane Restaurant, Cure 
Lounge, Icon Nightclub, Kingston Grille & Bar, Venu Nightclub, and more.

PASHA staffs a talented and dedicated Event Coordination team. We plan 
celebrations of all sizes with multiple venues and expertise to make sure the 
ambience, dining, libations, and music are perfectly suited to the occasion so that 
your special event is executed flawlessly.

Whether you’re planning a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, Birthday, Corporate Function, 
Fundraiser, Launch Party, Wedding Reception, or anything in between; one of our 
first class venues will serve as the perfect location. PASHA Entertainment offers the 
best of Boston and has an incredible experience waiting for you.

Visit Pashaboston.com/Private-Events, or email mattmartel@pashaboston.com.

�    �    �

Paul’s Reptile Circus
For more than 15 years, Paul’s Reptile Circus has been connecting kids with 

animals. Children are fascinated with our collection of reptiles. You can choose 
from a water dragon, corn snake, box turtle and more. We allow them to experience 
firsthand these special creatures. Call us for birthdays, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, special 
events and educational presentations. 

Visit reptilecircus.net, call 617-407-7533, or email reptilescircus@gmail.com.

�    �    �

Photography Your Way
Gary Abramson is the owner of Photography Your Way in Peabody. Growing 

up in a Jewish household and knowing the wonderful traditions has helped 
him to capture many precious moments over the years. Photography Your Way 
specializes in weddings, bar/bat mitzvahs, family portraits, and more. It’s the 
perfect time of the year. 

We serve all of New England. Give us a call or email us today. Winner of the 
WeddingWire 2018 Couples’ Choice Award.

Visit photographyyourway.com, email gary@photographyyourway.com, or call 
978-257-2312.

�    �    �

Salem Trolley
Since 1982, Salem Trolley has set the standard for sightseeing tours and 

exceptional transportation North of Boston. Whether you’re planning a 
personal ceremony or corporate gathering, count on the Salem Trolley to transport 
your guests in style, comfort, and grace.

We can and have provided quality transportation for every event imaginable. For 
weddings, bar/bat mitzvahs, birthday parties, parades, family reunions, proms and 
school events, let us help make your event memorable, safe, and stress-free.

We have special pricing for school groups, including proms and sporting events. 
We work with local schools for historical tours of Salem along with transportation 
to sporting events. Our fleet of Trolleys can accommodate 30-38 passengers.

The Salem Trolley has won the BONS (Best of North Shore) Award several times. 
We work with Destination Salem, Salem Chamber of Commerce, Marblehead 
Chamber of Commerce and the North of Boston Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Salem Trolley is located at 8 Central St., Salem. Visit SalemTrolley.com or call 978-
744-5469.

�    �    �

Selma’s Dress Shoppe
Selma’s Dress Shoppe was started by Selma in 1948, and in 1973, her daughter 

Lauralee was excited to continue her mother’s legacy. At Selma’s you will find the 
finest collection of extraordinary contemporary clothing for today’s woman: from 
black tie special occasions to daytime casual wear such as sweaters, tops and pants. 
If Lauralee cannot find what you want in the store, she will find it on her shopping 
trips to the New York and Chicago fashion markets. Clients receive personalized 
service and the staff helps you create a new look and update your old wardrobe.

Call Selma’s today at 781 -289-3672 to schedule your appointment for our 
complimentary service so … we can help you find the new you … for daytime … 
for nighttime … or for anytime.

Major credit cards are accepted. It’s a new year and Lauralee will help you with 
your new look! You will love the clothes at Selma’s.

Selma’s is located at 590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere. Call 781- 289-3672.

�    �    �

Bruce Silverlieb ~ 
The Party Specialist

For more than 35 years the team at Bruce Silverlieb, The Party 
Specialist, has been creating outstanding events for our 

hosts and hostesses. It has been exciting to help them transform 
concepts into reality. Excellence in menu planning, food 
preparation, stunning presentation and unbeatable professional 
service are our hallmarks. Our food is always delicious – old 
favorites and cutting-edge new selections are all designed to make 
an event exceptional. As a recent client wrote, “many guests told 
me it was the best food they ever had at a wedding. Your attention 
to every detail was noted. You and your staff were all a pleasure to 
work with and you will receive our highest recommendation.” Our 
reputation speaks for itself, but, better yet, speak with any of our 
clients.

Visit thepartyspecialist.com or call 781-592-0988. 

�    �    �

Su Chang’s
Su Chang’s has been in business for almost 25 years. We offer 

authentic Chinese food. Specialties include ginger scallion 
lobster, clams with black bean sauce and shrimp with stuffed 
eggplant. It is necessary to order our superb rack of lamb one 
day in advance. It is always good to include our delicious noodles 
and a green vegetable. Mother always said it was important to eat 
your green vegetables! We are so fortunate to be in business for so 
many years and we attribute that to you – our customers. We so 
appreciate you!

Su Chang’s is located at 373 Lowell St., Peabody. Visit suchangs-
peabody.com or call 978-531-3366.

�    �    �

Zayde’s Market
We are a long established Glatt Kosher market serving the 

community in the Greater Boston Area. We are here to serve 
you and your family the freshest and highest quality foods and 
ingredients. 

Located in Cobbs Corner (Canton/Stoughton, MA), we offer 
products from all over the world, including Israel. We also have 
a top of the line deli slicing up some fresh deli meats, serving up 
some awesome salads, and putting delicious prepared foods onto 
your kitchen table. We also specialize in Kosher Catering with our 
Lisa’s Catering department!

Feel free to stop in and see Lisa and Josh Ruboy. Let them cater 
your next affair!

Zayde’s Market is located at 15 Washington St., Canton.  
Visit zaydesmarket.com or call 781-828- 3530.
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Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington St., Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Closed Saturdays

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise, contact lois@jewishjournal.org 
or marcy@jewishjournal.org or call 978-745-4111

Event Planning

Bar/bat mitzvah services
from page 31
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