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Philip Roth at his Upper West Side apartment.
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Walk through the halls of Temple 
Emanuel of Andover on any given day, 
and chances are you’ll hear music com-
ing from somewhere. 

It’s not always the kind of music you’d 
expect at a temple. Often at the end of 
Shabbat services, you’ll hear “Sounds 
of Silence” by Simon & Garfunkel. On 
Hanukkah, you might hear a mariachi 
band, a rap group, or “Stayin’ Alive” by 
the Bee Gees.

That’s just the way Cantor Idan 
Irelander likes it. “We will always be a 
musical temple,” he said. “When you 
sing and play together, it enhances the 
level of participation. It shows commu-
nity and friendship – it shows that happy 
things happen here.” 

Simple math proves his point: when 
bands are part of the Shabbat services 
at Emanuel each month, Irelander esti-

mates that turnout increases by roughly 
100 people.

Temples across the North Shore agree 
with Irelander, and in recent years, many 
have added their own bands. But there 
is a reason this is only a recent phe-
nomenon. Although the idea of a band 
playing guitar or saxophone during a 
Saturday service is no longer so contro-
versial among Conservative and Reform 
congregations, for much of Jewish his-
tory, it would have been unthinkable.

The first reason is obvious: on Shabbat, 
observant Jews technically aren’t even 
permitted to flip on the switch to the gui-
tar, let alone play it. The Talmud explic-
itly states that on Shabbat “one may not 
smack or clap or dance, lest one fix a 
musical instrument.” 

Elana Rozenfeld, who will leave her 
post this month as cantor of Congregation 
Shirat Hayam in Swampscott, leads the 
renowned Ruach Band that has conclud-

Temples across the North Shore  
are proclaiming: Let there be music!

The Soul Sisters, the all-female band of Temple Emanuel in Andover.
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Secretary of State Bill 
Galvin found out June 2 that 
reaching his seventh term 
will be no easy ride.

Boston City Councilor 
Josh Zakim got 55 percent of 
the vote at the Democratic 
State Convention in 
Worcester, and has the 
backing of Boston Mayor 
Marty Walsh heading into 
the primary on Sept. 4.

Zakim, 34, the son of 
the late Anti-Defamation 
League leader Lenny Zakim, 
saw something he didn’t like 
in state politics and decided 
to do something about it. 

The Center for American 
Progress, a think tank based in 
Washington, did a study last year that 
assigned each state a grade for its elec-
tion security. 

Massachu setts got a C.
“I was not always an A student, as 

my mother would lamentably tell you,” 
Zakim said, “but I don’t think a C is 
acceptable.”

According to the study, one of 
Massachusetts’s problems is that the 
decision to escalate post-election audits, 
which examine flaws in voting systems, is 
left up to the discretion of the secretary of 
state, who for the past 23 years has been 
Galvin. 

Zakim was motivated to run for the 
office while chairing the Civil Rights 
Commission on the Boston City Council, 
where he has represented the Eighth 
District for the past five years. Zakim 

began to wonder why the system in 
Massachusetts, which is run by the 
Secretary of State’s office, is still so anti-
quated and inefficient. 

“I’m in this race because people would 
come to us and tell us there’s a bill for 
automatic voter registration in the State 
House,” Zakim told a crowd at a fund-
raiser in Marblehead on May 23. “That 
means that when you get your driver’s 
license or sign up for MassHealth, we’re 
going to register you to vote. We say, 
great, this is great, and we support it, 
13-0. And then nothing happens. I begin 
wondering why Massachusetts? Why in a 
state that’s been such a leader through-
out our history, are we so far behind on 
these issues? The reason is there’s been 
a lack of leadership in the Secretary of 
State’s office.” 

Democrats endorse  
Zakim for top state post

Boston City Councilor Josh Zakim on the campaign trail.

continued on page 10

By Rabbi Neal Gold 

I am one of the Exiles of Newark, New Jersey.
My father was raised on Goldsmith Avenue, 

became a bar mitzvah at Young Israel, and went to 
Weequahic High School, class 
of ’59. His mother was born 
in Newark; both she and my 
grandfather spent their careers 
teaching in the Newark public 

school system. My great-grandparents’ graves are in 
Newark, in the McClellan Street cemeteries. 

No doubt I would have been there, too. Except that, 
to bastardize the words of Agnon, through a historical 

Personal 
Essay

Philip Roth:  
An appreciation of  
the wicked child

continued on page 14

By Rebecca Spence

Reading Philip Roth taught me how to write fic-
tion. 

Reared, like Roth, on the so-called classics – 
i.e., works of fiction by white male authors, the major-

ity of them Christian 
– and introduced at 
Concord Academy to 
the more diverse voices 

of Amy Tan, Toni Morrison, Virginia Woolf, and Jean 
Rhys, I managed to arrive at college with no clue as 
to what a Jewish voice, male or female, might sound 
like on the page. 

Appreciation

The liberating  
influence of  
Philip Roth

continued on page 15
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If you happen to run into Josh 
Buchsbaum in some far-flung corner of 
the world, grab a chair and get comfort-
able. He has some good stories to tell. 

The Marblehead native has dodged an 
active volcano in Guatemala while being 
guided by an inebriated man carrying 
a machete. He’s attended a cockfight in 
the Philippines with a 9-year-old child 
who was taking bets. The following day, 
he swam with whale sharks. He’s attend-
ed a fire dancing party in the jungle of 
Ometepe, off the coast of Nicaragua. He’s 
partied at Carnival in Rio. He’s spent a 
night in a cave. He’s seen a boulder the 
size of a mini-fridge fall down the Canyon 
de Pato in Peru. He’s biked around the 
salt flats of Bolivia and the temples of 
Angkor Wat in Cambodia.

Buchsbaum’s not stopping anytime 
soon. 

Right now, he’s somewhere in 
Botswana, with the same companion 
who’s been with him through rainstorms, 
volcanoes, landslides, mudslides, miles 
of sand and dirt, and bioluminescent 
algae shimmering in the water at night: 
his bike.

For a great deal of his post-college life, 
Buchsbaum, 28, a Hillel graduate, has 
been biking around the world.

It all began at the end of his senior year 
as an engineering student at Rochester 
Institute of Technology. “A friend men-
tioned in passing that he and a friend 
were planning on cycling Europe that 
summer and casually asked if that 
appealed to me,” said Buchsbaum. “I 
booked a flight that night. After that, the 
rest is history.” 

Though he was not yet a seasoned 
cyclist, he quickly became one. From 
May to August of 2012, he and two friends 

cycled through Portugal, Spain, France, 
Italy, Austria, Germany, Switzerland, 
the Netherlands, and Belgium. He was 
hooked. 

In September of 2013, he cycled alone 
down the length of the West Coast, from 
Seattle to Los Angeles. From October 
2013 to February 2014, he sped through 
Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia, and 
the Philippines. He spent three years 
working as a mountain biking guide and 
project engineer in Colorado, saving up 
for an even greater excursion. In March 
2017, he was ready. 

He and a British friend began at a 
Starbucks in San Diego, with everything 
he owned attached to his bike. This time 
he was headed far south to Buenos Aires, 

Argentina. For 11,000 miles, he rode 
through the deserts of Mexico, the jun-
gles of Central America and Colombia, 
the rainforests of Brazil, and the Andes 
mountains in Ecuador, Peru, and Chile. 
A year later, he finally arrived in Buenos 
Aires, where his parents, Shelley and 
Larry, met him. 

He barely waited a month before 
crossing the Atlantic and getting back on 
the road. In April, he began his next expe-
dition in Cape Town. Now in Botswana, 
he’ll make his way to the eastern coast of 
Africa all the way up to Cairo, and hopes 
to continue over into Israel.

Buchsbaum has become a seasoned 
professional in the day-to-day logistics of 
traveling such long distances in faraway 

places. He lives on $25 a day or less, and 
tries to cut corners wherever he can, 
attaching up to a week’s worth of food 
and water to his bike and camping just 
about anywhere.

“Accommodation is opportunist,” he 
said. “I’ve camped in the bush, in people’s 
yards, abandoned buildings, farmer’s 
huts in the Andes, caves … I’ve stayed in 
fire stations in Latin America and police 
stations in Africa.”

Buchsbaum was raised in a fairly 
observant Jewish home in Marblehead. 
He attended Hillel, went to Shabbat ser-
vices at Chabad, and kept kosher. His 
Judaism has followed him through his 
journeys in often unexpected ways. In 
Guatemala, when his beard was at its 
scraggliest, a Jewish man approached 
him and began speaking Hebrew, assum-
ing he was Israeli. Buchsbaum replied 
in Hebrew that he didn’t speak Hebrew, 
which only encouraged the man to con-
tinue speaking in Hebrew. Despite the 
stubborn language divide, the man man-
aged to communicate that he wanted 
Buchsbaum to attend a Shabbat dinner 
at the Chabad of Antigua Guatemala. 

“It was quite enjoyable and authentic,” 
said Buchsbaum, “albeit with a few addi-
tions of tequila and guacamole.” 

He hopes to meet up with the Lemba 
in Zimbabwe, a community that claims 
to be one of the Lost Tribes of Israel, 
and see if he can find remaining Jews in 
Ethiopia. Once in Israel, he hopes to take 
part in a “bikepacking” race: biking with 
luggage attached. 

Buchsbaum encourages everyone to 
follow his lead. “Adventure is a relative 
term, and doesn’t need to be a multi-
continental bike trip,” he said. “But I 
encourage anyone to step outside your 
comfort level even slightly, to explore, 
and to broaden horizons.” 

Marblehead native cycles the globe, meeting Jews along the way

Josh Buchsbaum and friend George Gustafson mountain biking in Colorado.
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DANVERS – It’s usually Mary 
Kiley, a religion teacher at St. 
John’s Prep, who assigns the 
homework, but not when Sonia 
Weitz was involved. Kiley and 
Weitz were having their first 
meeting as Holocaust Legacy 
Partners, a program started by 
Weitz that pairs Holocaust survi-
vors with people who promise to 
share their story with the world 
after they die. Weitz handed 
Kiley a copy of her 1993 memoir 
“I Promised I Would Tell.” 

“She gave me a copy of the 
book and said, ‘Read it, and read 
it again, and after you’ve read 
it well, you can come up with 
questions that show that you’ve 
read the book,’” recalled Kiley, 
laughing fondly at an encounter 
with someone she said became 
like a second mother to her. 

Kiley did her homework, and 
a lasting friendship was born. 
Kiley and Weitz met many times 
to talk about Weitz’s experience 
as a young child in Nazi con-
centration camps. Usually after 
about 40 minutes, Sonia would 
begin to look bored. “I saw her 
face and said, ‘Are we done 
here?’” remembered Kiley. “She 
said, ‘Yes. Tell me about your 
love life and your children.’ She 
was very interested in me as a 
person.”

Though Weitz died in 2010 
in her Peabody home, Kiley can 
remember Sonia’s irreverent, 
indelible spirit every time she 
walks by two cherry trees plant-
ed in the courtyard of St. John’s 
Prep. The trees were planted in 
2012: one for Sonia, and one for 
her sister Blanca, the only mem-
ber of her family who survived 
the camps with her.  

In planting the trees, St. 
John’s Prep honored Weitz’s 19 
years of engagement with the 
school. Her son Don graduated 
in 1970, which was around the 
time that Sonia began speak-
ing about her experiences. Like 
many survivors, she didn’t want 
to talk about her experiences 
until a few decades after the war. 

“When [Sonia] came here, I 
remember her saying that half 
of the survivors will talk about 
it, and half won’t,” Kiley said. 
“Then [Holocaust] deniers start-
ed popping up in the ‘70s and 
‘80s, and that’s what got her to 
speak. She was so furious.”

For 19 years, Weitz spoke to 
the freshman class at St. John’s 
Prep. She showed a 25-minute 
video, and then took questions. 
Kiley estimated that Weitz spoke 
to roughly 6,000 students over 
the years. Every year, a graduat-
ing senior is honored with the 
Sonia Weitz Award for contribu-
tions to peace and social justice. 

This past summer, St. John’s 

Prep once again honored Weitz’s 
memory. For many years, 
German teacher Chris Lynch has 
been taking students on a trip 
around Germany and Austria 
that included a visit to Dachau. 
For a long time, Kiley wanted to 
go to Mauthausen, the concen-
tration camp in Austria where 
Sonia and Blanca were liberated 
in May 1945. 

After much planning, Kiley, 
Lynch, two other teachers, 
and 24 Prep students met the 
Mauthausen Memorial staff on 
June 23, 2017. Kiley donated a 
signed book of Weitz’s poetry to 
the camp library. In a moving 
tribute, the students placed a 
wreath and stones on the Jewish 
Victims’ Memorial, a giant 
menorah overlooking a field. 
During the ceremony, Kiley read 
a poem written by Weitz about 
the only time she danced with 
her father, which was at the 
Plaszow concentration camp, 
one of the many camps where 
she was interned.

Weitz found a blanket, 
and snuck over to her father’s 
barracks on the other side of 
a barbed wire fence to give it 
to him so that he could stay 
warm in the winter. While she 
was there, she saw a boy around 
her age playing a harmonica, 
an offense punishable by death. 
Jakub said to his daughter that 
they had never danced before, 
and so they did. Introducing her 
poem, Weitz wrote of the mem-
ory: “It is a precious image: a 
bizarre and beautiful gift.”   

I danced with you that one time 
only

How tired
Lonely
You knew that they would take 

you soon
So when your bunkmate played 

a tune
You whispered, “Little one, let 

us dance. We may not have 
another chance.”

To grasp this moment, sense the 
mood

Arms around me never felt so 
good

The ugly barracks disappeared
There was no hunger and no 

fear
What a sight
Just you and I
My lovely father, once big and 

strong
And me a child condemned to 

die
I thought how long before the 

song must end
There are no tools to measure 

love
And only fools would fail 
To scale your victory

Their father was killed by 
a guard just three days before 

Sonia and Blanca were liberated 
by US troops.

For more information about 
the Holocaust Legacy Partners 
program, call the Center for 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies 
at Salem State University at  
978-542-2314, or email chgs@
salemstate.edu.
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St. John’s Prep honors 
the legacy of Sonia Weitz

St. John’s Prep faculty and students honor the memory of Sonia 
Weitz and her family at Mauthausen Memorial.

Sonia Weitz
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MARBLEHEAD – Izzi 
Abrams, an early childhood 
educator who co-chairs the 
Children’s Services at the 
Swampscott Public Library, was 
named the new president the 
Jewish Community Center of 
the North Shore at its annual 
meeting last Sunday. 

She replaced John Gilberg, 
who handed over the reins to 
Izzi Abrams after a two-year 
term. “I grew up in this build-
ing. I went to nursery school 
here, so for me being president 
was especially rewarding,” said 
Goldberg.

Abrams spoke of growing up 
in Worcester, where her father, 
Rabbi Abraham Kazis, served as 
her role model for taking lead-
ership roles in the Jewish com-
munity. “He was a humble lead-
er, a man of the people,” she 
said. “I hope to emulate him in 
engaging new members.”

Over the years, Abrams has 
been president of the local chap-
ter of ORT (a non-profit global 
organization that provides edu-
cation and skills training for 
needy Jewish communities); 
chair of the Holocaust Center 
and Youth to Israel Program; 
president of the Jewish Journal 
Board of Overseers and Chair of 
the JCCNS International Jewish 
Film Festival.

When Abrams, first arrived 
on the North Shore, she was 
approached by Bea Paul to join 
the JCC as an afternoon kin-
dergarten enrichment teacher. 
Over the next 10 years, she con-
tinued to work at the JCC in 

various areas, including teen 
and adult services, eventu-
ally becoming Director of the 
Preschool. She retired in 1994 
and now works the Swampscott 
Public Library.

Of becoming JCCNS 
President, she said, “I’ve come 
full circle.”

She stressed that the JCC is 
welcoming for all who want to 
be involved in giving back to an 
agency that has done so much 
for this community. “I invite 
you to join me on this journey,” 
she said to a standing ovation.

Rabbi Michael Ragozin, of 
Congregation Shirat Hayam, 
began the opening invocation 
at on a personal note, remark-
ing how much the JCCNS had 
become even more of a bless-
ing to him after he tore his ACL.

He noticed the subtle nuanc-
es during his many months 
of recovery. “This is not just 
a place to rehab or workout. 
It’s about the people. The JCC 
is a promoter of relationships 

and community,” he said to the 
crowd of more than 100.

Gilberg said two of the big-
gest challenges he faced were 
balancing the needs of the 
many different groups that 
use the JCC — it is a school, 
workout center, summer camp, 
senior center and community 
source of Jewish programming 
— and keeping its financial 
boat afloat.

“I give kudos to Executive 
Director Marty Schneer, who 
manages all the J’s facets 
expertly,” Gilberg said. He cred-
ited CFO Tom Cheatham with 
anchoring the financial infor-
mation and providing numbers 
“like we never had before.”  

Annual revenue and net sur-
plus both increased in 2017, 
and the endowment grew by 
$1.5 million, creeping closer to 
its $5 million goal. “My happi-
est moment will be when we hit 
that $5 million,” Gilberg said.

Schneer drew laughter intro-
ducing the new board and offi-

cer installation ceremony as 
“part of peaceful transition 
of leadership,” handing over 
the microphone to Barbara 
Schneider, Jewish Journal 
Publisher Emerita and JCCNS 
life-board member and past 
President, to do the honors. 

She introduced Abrams 
as “our community’s cultural 
guru” and advised her, above 
all, to “have fun and do good.”

Bea Paul then presented 
Jason Garry, JCCNS Director 
of Facilities, with the Bea Paul 
Professional Staff Award. JCCNS 
Life Board Member Michael 
Eschelbacher presented Virginia 
Dodge, longtime JCCNS sup-
porter and member, with the 

Samuel S. Stahl Community 
Service Award. Gilberg pre-
sented the Presidential Award 
to Kate Clayman, Heather Glick 
and Kate Urman.

New JCCNS Board of 
Directors members, whose two-
year terms will expire in 2020, 
are: John Gilberg, Betsy Rooks, 
Shari Cashman, Anthony 
Chamay, Daniel Gelb, Peter 
Short, MD, Susan Syversen, 
Courtney Weisman, Sara Winer 
and Joseph Zang.

Joining President Abrams 
as officers are Vice Presidents 
Dr. Randall Patkin and Adam 
Forman; Treasurer Dr. Michael 
Goldstein MD,  and Secretary 
Kate Clayman. 

Izzi Abrams named president of the JCC in Marblehead

“I’ve come full circle,” said Izzi Abrams, the new JCC president. 

Outgoing JCC President John Gilberg and JCC Executive Director 
Marty Schneer at the annual meeting.
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PEABODY – This fall, Temple 
Ner Tamid of Peabody will pilot 
an innovative new Hebrew 
School for students in kinder-
garten through seventh grade. 
In addition, the temple also will 
add educational programs for 
high school students and adults, 
with many of the programs 
available online.

Students will have the option 
of taking half of the classes 
online. The school will be held 
two days a week: on Sundays, 
students must physically be in 
class, but on Tuesdays, they will 
be able to take the class from 
their computers. They do not 
have to watch the class live; 
they can view it at any time dur-
ing the week, and complete an 
assignment before the following 
in-person class on Sunday. 

Ner Tamid Rabbi Richard 
Perlman added the online com-
ponent because he felt Hebrew 
schools needed to offer flex-
ibility for increasingly over-pro-
grammed families. 

“For the past 20 years, I’ve 
been hearing, ‘It’s too difficult 
to get the kids to school, with 
dance and soccer and football,” 
he said. “I said, ‘Let’s stop saying 

yes to missing out, and come up 
with an alternative plan.’” 

Perlman plans to implement 
the same curriculum that he 
designed and used for 17 years 
as rabbi of Temple Am David in 
Warwick, R.I. The multifaceted 

approach will teach students 
the essentials of Tefillah, such 
as reading and writing Hebrew, 
holidays, prayers, and life cycle 
events. Just as importantly, it 
will teach students how to be 
upstanding Jewish citizens.

“We’re getting our students 
ready to be young adults in the 
community,” said Perlman. 
“Kids will learn the concept of 
respect not just for people but 
for books. The curriculum is 
based on tzedakah.”

Perlman also will emphasize 
knowledge of and love for Israel. 
He pointed out that many of his 
former students in Rhode Island 
either made Aliyah or partici-
pated in some type of program 
in Israel.

There also will be a Hebrew 
high school, adult education, 
and family programming avail-
able online. The high school will 

be mostly online, and students 
will meet with Perlman once a 
month at the temple. There will 
also be a family tab on the web-
site (tamidschool.com) with vid-
eos of Jewish prayers.

Already, many families have 
expressed interest in the pro-
grams, including some who 
previously provided Jewish edu-
cation to their children only at 
home. Congregants outside of 
Ner Tamid are welcome to enroll 
their children. 

Interested parents can attend 
an open house from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. on June 11 at Temple Ner 
Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody.
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Hebrew School online at Temple Ner Tamid? Sign me up!

Rabbi Richard Perlman and students decorate a sukkah at Temple 
Ner Tamid.

BOSTON – To honor local sur-
vivors of the Holocaust and to 
pay tribute to those who per-
ished, the Jewish Community 
Relations Council of Greater 
Boston and its partners will 
present “Rededication to 
Resiliency,” a community com-
memoration of Yom HaShoah, 
at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, June 10, 
at Faneuil Hall in Boston. This 
annual commemoration con-
venes the Greater Boston com-
munity to honor survivors and 
ensures that future generations 
remember their stories. Last 
summer, in two separate acts 
of vandalism ominously remi-
niscent of Kristallnacht almost 
80 years ago, two of the iconic 
glass panels of the New England 
Holocaust Memorial were shat-
tered. 

“Our entire city was affect-
ed,” said Boston Mayor Marty 
Walsh of the vandalism. “This 
memorial stands as a symbol 
of democracy and freedom and 
that we will not forget what hap-
pened during the Holocaust. It’s 
our duty as a city to spread that 
message.”

The commemoration will fea-
ture a rededication of the memo-
rial in a symbolic gesture of our 
community’s resilience and per-
severance, as well as the stu-
dent winners of the 12th annual 
Israel Arbeiter Holocaust Essay 
Contest. Rabbi Alan Turetz of 
Temple Emeth in Chestnut Hill 
will speak about his experience as 
a second-generation Holocaust 
survivor, and Esther Adler, who 
survived Kristallnacht, will share 
her reflections on witnessing the 

tragic and historic event.
“Rededication to Resiliency” 

is presented in partnership 
with the American Association 
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
and Descendants of Greater 
Boston, Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies, Facing History 
and Ourselves, and Jewish 
Family & Children’s Service.

JCRC to rededicate Holocaust Memorial  
June 10 Commemoration



By Lawrence Rifkin

JERUSALEM – It’s been on 
everyone’s lips since Donald 
Trump began running for 

president: “fake news.” You 
know, anything reported in the 
mainstream media (or MSM, 
now a pejorative term to many) 
that’s not to Trump’s liking or 
the liking of his core voter base.

There is indeed such a thing 
as fake news and it’s been 
around forever (well, for as long 
as news reporting has been 
around). It’s information made 
available to the media that’s 
demonstrably false but for some 
reason sees the light of day, 
whether it’s because the media 
is uninformed or just sloppy or 
lazy. What’s (relatively) new is 
media that knowingly dissemi-
nates fake news.

As one trained in journal-
ism and working in the news 
industry since the beginning of 
the 1980s (when I left my kib-

butz apple trees and vineyards), 
I have come up against it many, 
many times. I don’t mean the 
fluff of public relations – almost 
all legitimate PR is true; it’s just 
spun in a way that makes the 
client look good. I’m talking 
outright lies.

Back at the beginning of 
the first intifada in December 
1987, Yitzhak Rabin, at the time 
Defense Minister, made the 
somewhat indelicate statement 
while facing the media that 
Israeli soldiers should “break 
the rioters’ bones.” The troops 
quickly seemed to take him at 
his word, and orthopedic wards 
in West Bank and Gaza Strip 
hospitals began filling up.

One morning, I toured a 
ward in the West Bank city of 
Ramallah. It was full of male 
teens, most with a cast on one 
limb or another. When I asked 
what had happened, they all 
said an Israeli soldier had beat-
en them. When I asked what 

they had been doing to pro-
voke this, the reply never var-
ied: They were on their way to 
the corner grocery to buy bread 
when for no reason at all, the 
troops simply attacked.

I marveled at the way the sto-
ries were so similar and figured 
the bakers must be cleaning up. 
Then I came upon a young man 
in more than one cast.

“Why did the soldiers beat 
you?” I inquired.

“I don’t know,” was his 
response. “I was on my way to 
buy bread and minding my own 
business.”

But I held a card of my own, 
for I recognized him as one I had 
seen the previous day throwing 
a Molotov cocktail at soldiers, 
who promptly chased him, 
caught him and, probably with 
Rabin’s words in mind, went to 
work with their truncheons.

Bad enough. But what about 
when doctors lie? We trust them 
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Since March 30, tens of thousands of Gaza 
residents have gathered on Fridays at 
the Israel border. The protests, dubbed 

“The Great Return March” by writer and activ-
ist Ahmad Abu Artema, were initially intended 
to be nonviolent acts of civil disobedience. Abu 
Artema envisioned that the marches would 
empower Palestinians to move forward in 
achieving their goal of implementing “The Right 
of Return.” That ideology – the notion that as 
many as 5 million Palestinians (descendants of 
the original 500,000 displaced in the 1948 Arab-
Israeli War) have the right to move to Arab villag-
es that no longer exist in current day Israel – is 
sacred to Palestinians, and is part of all aspects 
of Palestinian culture and society. If implement-
ed, it would be a death knell for the Jewish state. 

While Israel has suggested that Palestinians 
permanently settle their refugees like Israel did 
with the 800,000 Jews that were forced out of 
Arab countries after the 1948 war, Palestinians 
continue to hold on to their dream. This ideol-
ogy, which is taught to children as soon as they 
can speak, is on display throughout refugee 
camps in Gaza and the West Bank in the form of 
a key (which, in theory, would open the doors to 
their old homes). At the top of the entrance of 
the Aida Refugee Camp near Bethlehem, a one-
ton key sits and throughout the camps, posters 

and paintings of keys can be seen. 
While the marches may have been intended 

to be nonviolent, Hamas and other terror groups 
also joined the protests and arrived with guns, 
knives, hatchets, Molotov cocktail-laden kites 
and balloons (that have set Israeli border com-
munities on fire). About 120 Palestinians have 
been killed since the rioting began, including at 
least 50 Hamas-affiliated fighters on May 14. 

While some unarmed Palestinians have been 
killed – including a young medic last week – a 
close look at the protests reveals an armed 
insurrection. This uprising is partially funded by 
Hamas, which pays about $14 per protester (or a 
lump sum of $100 per family) to rush the Israeli 
fence. 

It’s easy to blame Israel for all of Gaza’s  
problems. But all parties have contributed:  
the Palestinian Authority, run by Fatah’s 
Mahmud Abbas, has cut salaries to its work-
ers in Gaza, reduced medical assistance, and 
all but shut down the area’s electrical grid; until 
recently, Egypt had closed its border, citing ter-
ror concerns. 

Few countries could face weekly riots by tens 
of thousands at its border without some casual-
ties. Israel should be applauded for its restraint 
and commitment to finding a lasting peace. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome. Letters must be 
signed and include your name, address and telephone 

number for verification purposes. Letters are limited to 300 
words. Submissions are subject to editing for accuracy. Email 
submissions to: editor@jewishjournal.org, subject LETTERS.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Steven A. Rosenberg
PUBLISHER/EDITOR
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A Gaza protest primer 

continued on page 7

Fake news? Well, it depends

The article in the recent issue 
of the Jewish Journal titled “It’s 
never too late to become a bar 
or bat mitzvah” was particularly 
true in my case.

I was 94 years of age when 
a new rabbi assigned to my 
senior housing facility offered 
to prepare those interested in 
becoming bat mitzvah. Five of 
us were. One had lived in Israel, 
and another had previously 
studied towards that goal.

I had learned Hebrew with 
a military chaplain while sta-

tioned at Fort Sam Houston in 
San Antonio, Texas, and was 
glad to have the opportunity to 
become a bat mitzvah. I was a 
resident in Salem until I entered 
the military.

I miss being able to attend 
Shabbat services in a local 
synagogue or temple, but 
I’m grateful for the privilege I 
had to become a bat mitzvah. 
Incidentally, I am 100 years of 
age, and almost 101.

Lillian Aronson
Peabody

‘It’s never too late’

A 1-ton key, symbolizing the Palestinian “Right of Return,” rests at the top of the entrance to the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency Aida refugee camp in Bethlehem. It was built in 2008.
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with our lives. They take the 
Hippocratic Oath. My own ten-
dency is to find them a lot more 
believable than a bunch of wild-
eyed kids out to take on the 
Israeli army.

A few days later, I received 
a call from an Arab hospital in 
Jerusalem and was informed 
that doctors were about to 
remove a brain-dead boy from 
life support. The boy, a resi-
dent of the Gaza Strip, had been 
beaten about the head by Israeli 
troops, they said, and after 
being examined at a Gaza-area 
hospital, he had been sent to 
the better-equipped hospital in 
Jerusalem.

This would mean Rabin’s 
policy had killed someone. It 
would move the story ahead by 
light-years.

I was on another assignment 
at the time but later saw foot-
age from our cameraman. There 
were no signs of what you’d 
expect from a beating to the 
head, especially one that would 
cause a death.

I called the hospital in the 
Gaza Strip and was connected 
with the deputy director. I asked 
about the boy, and was told that 
there had been no complaints 
of a beating. In fact, he had a 
history of naturally occurring 
brain hemorrhages.

I called the Jerusalem hospi-

tal and demanded to speak with 
someone senior who had been 
involved in the boy’s treatment. 
When I told of having spoken 
to the deputy director of the 
hospital in Gaza, the mouth-
piece at the other end of the 
line went muffled and I could 
hear a mostly indecipherable, 
yet excited, conversation taking 
place.

When the person came back 
on the line, I was told that the 
beating had been the father’s 
version of events.

Was he still there?
“Oh no, he’s gone.”
Could I get his phone num-

ber or other contact informa-

tion?
“We don’t release such infor-

mation to the press.”
Well, what about the lack of 

head wounds, even if just out-
ward signs of swelling?

“Israeli soldiers are sophisti-
cated,” came the reply.

I made another call to the 
deputy director of the Gaza 
hospital. He now sounded very 
uncomfortable and began to 
change his story. Someone had 
been in touch.

I called my editors in New 
York and they agreed to stay 
away from the story until I 
could do more legwork. Other 
networks, though, took the 

Jerusalem doctors at their word 
and rushed toward what was 
clearly a Great Media Moment. 
(When I reported the story in 
its entirety, I was pilloried by a 
colleague who said I had made 
him look bad. I guess that’s what 
laziness does.)

Rabin – never known for his 
subtlety with the spoken word 
– could have avoided the whole 
episode by considering how his 
statement would play. It’s some-
thing a seasoned spokesperson 
would do. But during the same 
period, I received a tip that an 
Israeli bulldozer operator work-
ing in the West Bank had buried 
a young Palestinian boy alive in 

sand and I immediately called 
the spokeswoman for the IDF 
general in charge of the area.

Her first words were, “It can’t 
be true.” It was the late-1980s 
version of saying “fake news.” 
But then she said the following: 
“Only Nazis would do things 
like that.”

I went to the site, where in 
the interim the boy had been 
unearthed alive and removed to 
a local hospital. Together with 
another journalist, I found a 
sneaker deep within a hollow in 
the mound of sand.

We went to the hospital and 
saw the boy and his parents. We 
asked about his shoes. They said 
he had arrived at the hospital 
with only one. When we asked 
to see it, it was like Cinderella – 
just a lot less Disneyesque.

I called the general’s spokes-
woman. She tracked down the 
bulldozer operator, a civilian 
employee of the army, and was 
able to confirm the veracity of 
the story. I admired her pro-
fessionalism – even after she 
begged me not to quote her 
“Nazi” comment. I let it slide 
and she seemed grateful.

I’d like to track her down 
today and ask what she thinks 
about fake news, but even more 
important, about our ability to 
admit that what sounds fake 
might actually be true. It’s a 
reality we have to live with.

Lawrence Rifkin is a 
Jerusalem-based journalist. 

Fake news?
from page 6

By Eyal Zisser
JNS.ORG

It’s probably best to start with the 
bottom line: Iran didn’t invest hun-
dreds of millions, perhaps billions of 

dollars in Syria, didn’t lose thousands of 
fighters, members of the Revolutionary 
Guard Corps and regular army alike, and 
didn’t draft tens of thousands of Shiite 
conscripts into the pro-Iranian militias 
it trains and funds – to suddenly up and 
leave just because Putin or Assad ask 
politely.

What’s more important is that in con-
trast to the reports in the Israeli media, 
neither Putin nor Assad asked the 
Iranians to leave Syria at all. Indeed, the 
Russian president called for the with-
drawal of all foreign forces from Syrian 
soil. First and foremost, however, he was 
referring to the American forces which 
still control one-quarter of Syrian terri-
tory, mostly in the Kurdish areas in the 
northeast, and which also grant protec-
tion to the rebels in the country’s south. 
The Russians would also like the Turks 
to leave the areas they control in Syria’s 
north. Finally, they want Israel to let 
Assad retake control of the Syrian Golan 
Heights and the country’s south, and to 

eradicate the rebels which, until recently, 
Jerusalem has supported.

Iran isn’t in Russia’s crosshairs, 
because Moscow doesn’t see it as a com-
petitor or adversary (for now, at least). 
Iran is simply the vessel the Russians use 
to advance their goals in Syria.

The Russians understand Israel’s con-
cerns pertaining to Iran. They also don’t 
want Israel to “go nuts” and pummel 
the Assad regime, which they have all 
but dragged to the finish line and vic-
tory. Hence they are willing to facilitate 
efforts to remove Iranian forces from the 
Golan border, a demand they believe 
the Iranians can accept – as a tempo-
rary, confined concession on the path 
to Tehran’s greater goal of establishing a 
permanent foothold in Syria.

Just for the record, in their deal with 
the Americans from half a year ago, the 
Russians already committed to keep-
ing the Iranians from the Israeli bor-
der and, incidentally, to also prevent the 
Syrian regime from attacking the rebels 
in southern Syria. The Iranians, though, 
haven’t left southern Syria and Assad’s 
regime is on the verge of an offensive 
against the rebels there. What’s discon-
certing isn’t Russia’s willingness to toss 
the signed deal into the trash, but rather 

the Americans’ willingness to “go with 
the flow” and accept the violation of the 
deal they promoted.

This doesn’t mean that Russia and 
Iran aren’t competing or that inherent 
tensions don’t exist; both want to control 
Syria when the civil war 
ends. We can assume that 
Assad, too, will eventually 
look to rid his country of 
Iran’s invasive presence 
and influence in Syria’s 
internal affairs, threaten-
ing to permeate all gov-
ernment institutions, 
the army and even the 
Alawite ethnic group. 
Assad also won’t want 
the Iranians to embroil 
him in a clash with Israel. 
Although he’s attested 
to living his entire life in 
the shadow of “Israeli aggression,” he 
knows very well that Israel is not his 
main enemy or problem.

He’ll cross that bridge when he gets 
there. For now, and certainly in the weeks 
and months ahead, Assad and Putin 
both need the Iranians. After all, next 
to the Russian jets in the air, the tide of 
the war was turned and the survival of 
Assad regime is ensured by Iranian and 
Hezbollah forces on the ground.

Generally speaking, Russia’s problem 
– namely its competition, rivalry or cold 
war – is with the United States and the 
West, not with Iran. The latter, as stated, 
is a tool wielded by the Russians in their 
fight against the West and there is no rea-

son to relinquish it. Will 
disengagement from Iran 
make Assad a darling of 
the international com-
munity and open doors 
for him in Washington, 
after slaughtering hun-
dreds of thousands of 
his own people; and will 
Iran’s exit from Syria win 
Putin points in his fight in 
Ukraine, Eastern Europe 
and other corners of the 
globe – with Washington 
and Western Europe? No, 
of course it won’t.

It is therefore feasible to reach loose 
understandings on keeping Iran away 
from the Israeli border, but it’s also 
uncertain the Russians even have the 
desire or ability to make that happen. 
What’s clear is that the fight to dislodge 
Iran from Syria is still far from over.

Eyal Zisser is a lecturer in the Middle 
East History Department at Tel Aviv 
University.

Reality check: Iran isn’t going anywhere

Lights, camera, action: Palestinians riot on cue in front of the media.

Russian president Vladimir Putin and Syrian leader Bashar al-Assad.

Iranian Revolutionary Guard officers are a growing force in Syria’s civil war.

Iran isn’t in Russia’s 
crosshairs, because 

Moscow doesn’t see it  
as a competitor or 
adversary (for now,  

at least). Iran is simply 
the vessel the Russians 

use to advance their 
goals in Syria.



ed Saturday morning Shabbat 
services with a reggae version 
of “V’Shamru.” She said some 
newcomers were surprised at 
first by what they saw.

“It’s a little jarring for a typi-
cal Conservative Jew,” said 
Rozenfeld. “It was jarring when I 
got here. But I haven’t heard any 
complaints. People say, ‘Wow! I 
haven’t seen that before. That’s 
fantastic!’”

In Andover, Temple 
Emanuel’s bulletin posted a 
notice in 2012 asking musically 
inclined congregants to start a 
band and since then, several 
acts have formed. The original 
band, the Abbas, is an all-male 
instrumental group that plays 
drums, bass, guitar, and saxo-
phone. The female counterpart 
is a singing group called the 
“Soul Sisters,” who are directed 
by Israeli soloist Gitit Shoval. 
Shoval often accompanies them 
on the piano. 

There is also an adult choir, a 
junior choir, a youth band called 
the “Sababas” (after the Hebrew 
word for “cool”), and the “Jew 
Jam,” an informal musical jam 
session. These bands play music 
that spans different eras and 
continents: from original com-
positions by Irelander, to tra-
ditional Sephardic melodies, all 
the way to the Bee Gees. 

“Any time you add music, you 
beautify whatever’s going on,” 
said Irelander.

More traditional Jewish 
services don’t include bands 
because instruments are associ-
ated with the Second Temple, 

where they were an integral part 
of worship. 

“The Levites in the Temple 
were the musicians and there 
were instruments – Psalm 150 
is all about the musical instru-
ments that were used to elevate 
worship,” explained Rozenfeld. 
“One of the reasons we don’t 
use instruments in traditional 
Judaism is because they were 
used in the Temple. We don’t 
want that level of excitement 
and enjoyment, because we’re 
mourning until the Third Temple 
is rebuilt.” 

From the destruction of the 
Second Temple until the 19th 
century, virtually no instru-
ments were permitted in Jewish 
worship. The introduction of the 
organ to liberal synagogues in 
Europe and the United States 
represented the first shift toward 
the bands of today. 

“The idea of the organ was 
to create a certain kind of ambi-

ance that was seen as conducive 
to worship, to awe, and an organ 
would keep everyone in the same 
key and drown out cacophonous 
music,” said Jonathan Sarna, 
professor of American Jewish 
History at Brandeis University. 

As aesthetics changed, liberal 
congregations moved from the 
organ to the guitar, and other 
instruments followed. “Music 
has changed, congregations 
have changed,” Sarna noted. 
“The goal is to restore to wor-
ship a sense of spirituality. Many 
Jews claim to be bored with wor-
ship and they don’t know how 
to daven the way Jews once did, 
and [shuls] are trying different 
ways … to create the kind of 
spiritual atmosphere that will 
excite Jews.”

Across Greater Boston, 
temple bands have played an 
important role. “Music is a 
powerful medium for spiritual 
experience,” said Rabbi Michael 
Ragozin of Congregation Shirat 
Hayam. “When we have a band 
– people plugged in for amplifi-
cation – you can create a really 
big sound in the room, and it 
allows us to end our services on 
a joyous note.”

The expansive, airy sanctu-

ary at Shirat Hayam is often full 
of big, joyous sounds. Shirat 
Hayam’s Ruach Band usually 
includes eight people on drums, 
electric guitar, piano, and har-
monica. The band completes 
every Saturday service with a 
medley of traditional Jewish 
prayers, Israeli folk music, and 
music from the Jewish-American 
reggae vocalist, beat-boxer, 
and alternative rock musician 
Matisyahu. Congregants are 
encouraged to join in, and young 
children often rush up on stage. 
The band puts on major perfor-
mances at Purim and Passover 
that include songs with Jewish 
themes set to modern tunes. 

Down Atlantic Avenue at 
Temple Emanu-El in Marble-
head, Rabbi David Meyer and 
music specialist Jon Nelson 
enrich weekly services with 
songs, guitar, and drums. Meyer 
and Nelson have been playing 
together for nearly a decade, 
and have released several CDs. 
Emanu-El also hosts a “Music 
Neighborhood,” a diverse group 
of 30 people who range in age 
from eighth grade to 80 years old, 
that gets together once a month 
and helps lead services twice 
a month. Music Neighborhood 
members have played at nursing 
homes, Hanukkah events, and 
have hosted a “Fiddler on the 
Roof” singalong movie night.

From atop Community Road, 
you might hear the sound of a 
violin. Three years ago, Rabbi 
David Cohen-Henriquez of 
Temple Sinai formed a seven-
member band that plays drums, 
accordion, guitar, bass, and 
violin. The band plays roughly 
once a month at events such 
as Havdalah and Sukkot services 
or a Sunday morning brunch. 
At 10 a.m. on Sunday, June 24, 
the band will perform a med-
ley honoring Jewish-American 
songwriters from Bob Dylan to 
the Ramones. 

In Gloucester, Temple Ahavat 
Achim boasts a 10-member 
band known as Alle Brider, 
named after the well-known 
Yiddish folk song meaning 
“All Brothers.” The band plays 
a diverse array of instruments, 
from the keyboard to the banjo 
to the steel drum to the clari-
net to the mandolin. They play 
at Kabbalat Shabbat services on 
Friday nights, and holidays such 
as Purim and Hanukkah. The 
band plays an eclectic mix of 
music that Rabbi Steven Lewis 
describes as “familiar with-
out being stale,” for example, 
“Shalom Aleichem” set to sev-
eral different tunes. 

“There are all sorts of ways 
in which people can allow 
themselves to be moved,” said 
Ragozin, of Shirat Hayam. 
“Music is art, and sometimes 
words fall short in capturing the 
human experience. Sometimes 
music can strike a better chord.” 
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Temple Sinai band plays at a benefit for the Manna Food Center, a national food bank.
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By Korey Cohan

Over the past few years, 
I have had the privi-
lege to participate in 

the many programs the Lappin 
Foundation has to offer for the 
community: Israel advocacy, 
the Y2I trip to Israel, commu-
nity service, and so on. Through 
these experiences, I grew as 
a young adult and found an 
enhanced sense of pride for 
Judaism and Israel. I explored 
these passions through intern-
ing with StandWithUs, engag-
ing in Israel conversations with 
anyone willing to talk, and most 
importantly: making it my mis-
sion to advocate for Israel and 
the Jewish people. 

While these 
passions are 
important to 
me and cor-
relate to the 

Lappin Foundation’s role in 
my life, I want to share a new 
perspective I have developed 
from my recent senior project 
experience with the Lappin 
Foundation. Above all, I devel-
oped a newfound appreciation 
for the work that goes in behind 
the scenes: the work that made 
it possible for me to have those 
experiences I shared above. 

Through working on the 
basic logistics of a trip to Israel, 
I realized truly how lucky I am 
to have an organization like the 
Lappin Foundation right in my 
backyard. With over 100 teens 
traveling to Israel through the 
Y2I program, it is essential to 
accommodate the needs of 
every single person on the trip. 

Each teen is seen not just as 
a name on a list, but rather 
seen as a child, friend, son or 
daughter. Because of that, they 
must be looked after in every 
aspect: easing them of any wor-

ries and giving them the sole 
task of enjoying the beautiful 
country, Israel. 

These simple actions – from 
organizing checklists for the 
teens and reminding them 
what they would need the fol-
lowing morning, to raising 
money for program expenses, 
especially for Y2I – are really 
so much more than simple. All 
these facets help form the mis-
sion of the Y2I trip: to make 
the best possible Israel expe-
rience for every teen present. 
And that mission is successful – 
100 teens annually come home 
from Israel with a passion for 
Israel, the Jewish people and a 
desire to advocate within their 
communities for Israel. 

So when I share my expe-
riences from my time with 
Lappin, I also share the past, 
current and future possibilities 
for the thousands of teens the 
Lappin Foundation has been 
able able to reach. That ability 
to instill Jewish pride within the 
next generation is the greatest 
thing we as American Jews can 
do to help our homeland and 
family in Israel. 

Jewish pride can have its 
own interpretation for anyone, 
because any form of it is impor-
tant. Whether you are involved 
with your local temple on a 
consistent basis, or read a small 
bedtime story with a Jewish 
meaning, I believe it helps form 

a strong moral compass within 
the young generations. Judaism 
embodies love, unity, and kind-
ness and those aspects must 
continue to be instilled into the 
future generations, in order to 
maintain the strong commu-
nity we are fortunate to have 
today. 

I want to thank everyone 
for their commitment to help 
maintain a strong Jewish com-
munity, no matter how small 
the steps they take. I want to 

thank everyone for supporting 
organizations like the Lappin 
Foundation that are responsi-
ble for a great deal of the young 
Jewish advocates we have in 
our community. And finally, I 
want to thank everyone who is 
proud to be Jewish. 

We are family.

Korey Cohan lives in 
Marblehead and will attend 
Suffolk University in the fall. 

Nursery & Garden Center
31 Essex Road (Rt. 133) 
Ipswich, MA 01938
www.corlissbrothers.com
978-356-7284

Come on Down!
Our sales yard is filled 
with trees, evergreens, 
shrubs and perennials.

SPRING HOURS
Mon-Sat 8:30-5:00 • Sun 9:00-4:00

Father’s Day Sale
10% OFF Any New Bike through Sun. June 17

All 2017 and older Bikes are 20% OFF.

sales@salemcycle.com • salemcycle.bikesales@salemcycle.com • salemcycle.bikesales@salemcycle.com • salemcycle.bike

72 Washington St., Salem • 978-741-2222
Mon.-Wed., Fri. 10 - 6; �ur. 10 - 7; Sat. 10 - 5; Sunday 12 - 4

~ 30 DAY RISK FREE PURCHASE on All New Bikes ~

Congratulations to All the Grads
and Happy Father’s Day to All the Dads!

SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm

TEL 978-531-3366 • FAX 978-531-3060 • www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
F I N E  C H I N E S E  C U I S I N E
373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200

85 Andover St., Rte. 114, Danvers
978.774.4080  giblees.com

One Liberty Square, Boston
617.350.6070  zarehboston.com

Celebrating  
36 Years

3 Day Sale
Friday-Sunday
June 8th-10th

427 Paradise Road • Vinnin Sq • Swampscott
781-599-8829 • Mon-Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 12-4

SWEATER SALE
BOGO
Buy One, 

Get One 50% Off
All Spring/Summer 

Sweaters ~ Mix & Match
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Korey Cohan at the Western 
Wall in Jerusalem.

First 
Person

NEWTON – Temple Shalom 
of Newton has officially named 
Rabbi Laura Abrasley and Rabbi 
Allison Berry as the temple’s co-
senior rabbis – a historic deci-
sion marking the first time a 
congregation has named two 
women as senior rabbis. The 
rabbis will be officially installed 
on Nov. 16.

This innovative structure, 
originally suggested by the two 
rabbis, reflects a new era for 
the nearly 70-year-old con-
gregation. Rabbi Berry joined 
Temple Shalom in 2011 and 
Rabbi Abrasley in 2015. The two 
rabbis have served as interim 
leadership of the Temple since 
July 2017.

“We are overjoyed that we 
can now move from an interim 
period into one of stable and 
committed leadership for the 
entire community,” said Scott 
Birnbaum, president of the tem-
ple’s Board of Trustees. “There 
is no more important decision 
a congregation makes than the 
choice of its rabbinic leadership. 
We are pleased that so much of 
our congregation supports this 
historic decision, as well.”

“I am honored for the oppor-
tunity to lead Temple Shalom 
into the future with my fabu-
lous friend and colleague Rabbi 
Allison Berry,” said Rabbi Laura 
Abrasley. “Our collaborative 
co-rabbinate is an innovative 
leadership decision for the con-
gregation and the larger Jewish 
community.” 

Two female 
rabbis to lead 
Newton temple 

Opinions expressed in the FIRST PERSON column are those 
of the writers and not the Jewish Journal. Have an essay 
or an opinion piece you’d like to publish? Please submit 
to editor@jewishjournal.org, with the subject head FIRST 
PERSON. Submissions should be 800 words or less.

A moment of gratitude 



The Secretary of State is 
responsible for overseeing elec-
tions, ensuring election securi-
ty, regulating corporations, and 
supervising public records. On 
all of these fronts, Zakim wants 
a major upgrade. His major 
push is to increase access to 
voting, which he said is impor-
tant in a state where 700,000 
eligible voters – more than 10 
percent of the total population 
– are not registered, and voter 
turnout has dropped 30 percent 
in the past 20 years. 

If elected, he plans to work 
to do away with the require-
ment that voters be registered 
20 days before elections, and 
instead implement election day 
registration. He wants to com-
mission a study on the feasibil-
ity of weekend voting, which he 
supports, and eliminate restric-
tive rules on early and absen-

tee voting. He also wants to 
make public records accessible 
and low-cost by putting them 
online. In 2015, the Center for 
Public Integrity, an investiga-
tive journalism nonprofit, gave 

Massachusetts an F in public 
access to information.  

Zakim’s passion for fairness 
and inclusion can be traced to 
his father, who was a tireless 
advocate for civil rights and 

interfaith understanding. The 
Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill 
Memorial Bridge was named for 
him.

“I look back to Dad’s mantra 
of building relationships with 
people of different backgrounds 
and standing up for people, 
certainly now that we have so 
much divisiveness and rheto-
ric,” he said. “It’s important that 
people know that their public 
officials are there for them.”

Zakim grew up in Newton, 
and celebrated his bar mitzvah 
at Temple Emanuel. He attended 
the University of Pennsylvania, 
and received his law degree 
from Northeastern Law School. 
After law school, he worked as a 
civil rights attorney for Greater 
Boston Legal Services, and then 
as a public finance attorney at 
Mintz Levin. 

In 2013, he ran success-
fully to represent Boston’s 
Eighth District, which includes 
Back Bay, Beacon Hill, and the 
Fenway/Kenmore sections. As 
a city councilor, he’s chaired 
the Committee on Civil Rights, 
authored the Boston Trust Act 
that made Boston a sanctuary 
city, and fought for the rights of 
the many students and renters 
who live in his district.

Zakim’s candidacy has been 
endorsed by Steve Grossman, 
who was state treasurer from 
2011 to 2015 and is the former 
chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee. A close 
friend of his father’s, Grossman 
has known Josh Zakim since he 
was a child. 

“He brings passion and cred-
ibility,” said Grossman. “If you 
look at his record as city coun-
cilor and passionate advocate 
of people, that tells us about 
the kind of leader he’ll be. He’s 
creative and imaginative, and 
he got that from his father. He 
has a notion that the harder 
something is, the more worth-
while it is. The more unlikely it 
is, the more Josh strives to make 
it happen.” 

Jim Rudolph, another close 
friend of Lenny Zakim, hosted 
the fundraiser at his Marblehead 
home. “I remember going to 
Josh’s bar mitzvah and he talked 
to the congregation at a much 
higher level than other people. 
I said, ‘Wow, this kid’s going 
places.’” 
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SAVE $75
$25 off your 1st, 3rd & 5th

cleaning when you sign up for 
weekly or biweekly service!

978-741-7100 
www.maidpro.com/salem

Serving most North Shore towns

www.wjskouras.com
Call John: (978) 531-5545 

Fax: (978) 977-9982
Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Fully Insured

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
Residential  |  Commercial  |  General Carpentry

W. J. SKOURAS & CO. INC.

AT YOUR SERVICE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC

LOCH TILE
Your bathroom tiles look dirty,  
grout falling apart, leaking?
We can make it look like  
a brand new installation,  
repairing and regrout.

Please call or text me at 

781-504-3895
Lochtile.com

Cleaning Service

SAVE $80
$30 off your 1st cleaning

$25 off your 3rd & 5th cleaning

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Serving the North Shore for over 31 years

BONDED & INSURED
781-944-4911

DUSTBUSTERSMA.COM

To advertise, contact:  Lois: lois@jewishjournal.org or Marcy: marcy@jewishjournal.org or call 978-745-4111

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

BAY STATE  
WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Now carrying 

Ready Made Curtains 
Selected items 25% OFF

Custom Draperies, 

Blinds, Shades & More!

Free Estimates & Installation

86 Tremont Street, Peabody

baystatewindowfashions.com

Josh Zakim marches in the Boston Pride Parade.

Zakim
from page 1

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com

A1 can help keep your  
yard mosquito-free. 
It’s time to “Defend 
Your Yard”.

Protect 
What 
Matters



300 Salem Street
Swampscott

781.593.6111

72 Front Street
Marblehead
781.631.8800

–– Marblehead Neck ––
Spacious colonial home on Marblehead Neck.  

4+ bedroom, 3.5 bath  
in impeccable condition! 

$1,995,000

saganharborside.com

–– Swampscott ––
Elegant 6 bedroom residence. Meticulous attention  

to detail. Sophistication of bygone era  
with conveniences of modern living.

$1,387,500

This Week’s Featured Listings
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By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF 

ROCKPORT – In front of 
sweeping ocean views, there will 
be revolution. 

Or rather, there will be 
“r:EVOLUTION,” a month-long 
concert series starting June 15 
at the Rockport Chamber Music 
Festival that will focus on how 
war and revolution drive the 
evolution of music. Many of the 
pieces were written by Jewish 
composers, and are reflections 
on their experiences during 
World War II. There will also 
be films and plays either by or 
about Jews that focus on war, 
revolution, and exile.

“A hell of a lot of good art is 
created during times of adver-
sity,” said Barry Shiffman, artis-
tic director at Rockport Music. 
“Emotions run high. Life expe-
rience runs high. What’s good 
is heightened, and art reflects 
heightened senses.” 

The festival at the Shalin 
Liu Performance Center will 
open with “Ayre,” a mélange 
of Arabic, Hebrew, Sardinian, 
and Sephardic melodies and 

texts, some from as far back as 
the 12th century, compiled by 
Osvlado Golijov, an Argentine 
-Jewish composer who lives in 
Boston and is the composer-in-
residence at Rockport Music. 
Golijov collaborated with cele-
brated movie composer Gustavo 
Santaolalla, whose original work 
is also featured in the suite, to 
weave together and reinvigorate 
the disparate works. Lebanese-
Canadian soprano Miriam Khalil 
will sing the songs, accompa-
nied by 11 instrumentalists. 

Translations of the songs will be 
provided.

The following night 
(Saturday, June 16), there will 
be a play written by and starring 
Canadian-Jewish playwright 
Alone Nashman called “Kafka 
and Son,” which is based on a 
letter that Franz Kafka wrote to 
his domineering father that had 
a profound effect on the iconic 
writer’s life.

On June 22, a screening of 
World War II footage set to 
American-Jewish composer 
Steve Reich’s “Different Trains” 
will be shown. During the war, 
Reich’s parents divorced and 
his father moved to the oppo-
site side of the country. Reich 
took many trains back and forth 
between New York and Los 
Angeles from 1939 to 1942 to see 
his parents. 

Years later, it dawned on him 
that had he been in Europe dur-
ing the same time period, the 
trains would be taking him to 
concentration camps. In 1988, 
he composed “Different Trains,” 
comprised of three movements 

that evoke different experiences. 
The first is inspired by the train 
rides he actually took across 
America; the second by imagin-
ing the doomed train rides he 
might have taken in Europe; and 
the third by the fast social trans-
formation brought about by the 
end of the war. 

To add to this celebrat-
ed piece, Spanish filmmaker 
Beatriz Caravaggio took hours of 
film footage from the war years 
and created a montage set to 
Reich’s score. “I always felt the 
work would benefit from video,” 
said Shiffman, “so I was very 
happy to discover this incredible 
film. It’s an incredibly powerful 
to see images of time.”

On July 8, the ARC Ensemble, 
based in Toronto, will perform 
its “Music in Exile” repertoire, 
which features the work of 
composers expelled by Nazi 
Germany. On July 16, there will 
be a screening of the docu-
mentary “Exit: Music,” which 
tells the stories of five promi-
nent Jewish composers who 
fled Nazi Germany, and whose 
work faded into obscurity after 
the war. The ARC Ensemble’s 
renditions of the compos-

ers’ works plays throughout 
the film. Simon Wynberg, ARC 
Ensemble’s artistic director, will 
host a talk following the perfor-
mance.

On July 13, the Dover Quartet 
will perform Viktor Ullmann’s 
“String Quartet No. 3,” writ-
ten in 1943 while the Austrian 
composer was a prisoner at the 
Theresienstadt concentration 
camp. The following year, he 
was sent to the gas chambers in 
Auschwitz.  

“There’s a lot of baggage that 
goes along with this repertoire,” 
noted Shiffman. “It transcends 
the circumstance in which it was 
written. We owe it to Ullmann to 
recognize him as a composer in 
his own right, not just one who 
died in the camps.”

Shiffman, who is himself 
Jewish, was humbled by the 
experience of assembling all 
these works by Jews, some in 
tragic circumstances. 

“It’s incredible to think that 
the celebration of culture during 
such adversity was such a part of 
Jewish culture,” he said. 

Tickets can be reserved at 
rockportmusic.org. 

Jewish composers tell haunting stories 
at Rockport Chamber Music Festival  

Miriam Khalil will perform at the Shalin Liu Performance Center in 
Rockport on June 15.

The Shalin Liu Performance Center in Rockport.Steve Reich’s “Different Trains” will be screened on June 22. 
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AT THE SHALIN LIU PERFORMANCE CENTER

SUMMER

Highlights

“...beautiful to the eye
as well as to the ear.” 

THE NEW YORK TIMES

37TH ANNUAL

Rockport Chamber Music Festival
June 15-July 15 r:EVOLUTION
OPENING WEEKEND
JUNE 15: Opening Night

Features Tchaikovsky’s Souvenir de Florence and Osvaldo Golijov’s 
dramatic song cycle Ayre which reveals the musical intermingling 
of Christian, Arab and Sephardic Jewish cultures.

JUNE 16: Kafka and Son
One man theatre presentation based on letters 
by Franz Kafka to his father

JUNE 16: Montrose Trio & Barry Shiffman, viola

JUNE 17: Snow in June
Pianist Frederic Chiu, cellist Andres Díaz, and clarinetist Todd Palmer
perform Tan Dun’s Elegy: Snow in June, Shostakovich’s Sonata No. 7
(War Sonata), and Messiaen’s Quartet for the End of Time.

And much more!

Golijov’s Ayre

12 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JUNE 7, 2018 COMMUNITY NEWS

JUNE 8-10
GREENBELT’S 29TH ANNUAL ART IN THE BARN Artisan Showcase 
and Sale benefits Greenbelt land conservation efforts. Music, sculpture, fine art, 
handcrafted jewelry, ceramics and pottery by more than 150 participating artists. 
Free. Proceeds from the event support Greenbelt’s land conservation mission. 
Opening reception from 5 - 8:30 p.m. will feature the music of E.J. Ouellette & 
his band Crazy Maggy, with refreshments available for purchase from the famous 
Ipswich Ale Tapmobile, Mill River Winery and Lexie’s Burger Bus. For exhibition and 
sale hours and for more informatio, visit ecga.org. 82 Eastern Ave.,  Essex.

JUNE 9
SERVICES IN HONOR OF PRIDE will include thematic readings and a 
speaker focusing on fighting the transphobic ballot initiative appearing on the 
Mass. ballot this November. 9:45 a.m. – 12 p.m. From 10:45 - 11:45 a.m., there 
will be a kid & family friendly parallel pride activity. For people of all backgrounds 
and levels of Jewish experience. Services will be followed by a kiddush lunch. 
For more information, visit dorsheitzedek.org, call 617-965-0330, or email info@
dorsheitzedek.org. Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, 60 Highland St., West Newton. 

JUNE 10
2018 BOSTON JEWISH FOOD CONFERENCE: LIVING OFF THE 
LAND Famed contributor to the Boston Globe, WBUR, and WBZ Meteorologist 
David Epstein to to join panel discussing Jewish connections to the environment. 
Other speakers, workshop leaders, teachers, and participants representing 
the full spectrum of the Jewish community.. Contact Leora Mallach at leora@
beantownjewishgardens.org, 617-877-2036. 12 – 7 p.m. Temple Israel, 477 
Longwood Ave., Boston. 

YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF A special service 
will be held at Temple Sinai to receive the Marblehead Ministerial Association’s 
Covenant. The Marblehead Ministerial Association’s Covenant originated 30 years 
ago following an incident of vandalism and desecration at Temple Emanu-El and the 
Jewish Community Center.  The Covenant was written and signed as the member 
organizations pledged to honor their American and religious values and to stand 
together against all forms of hatred, racism, and bigotry. Every year, the Covenant 
Documents go from one congregation to another, re-affirming the Association’s 
pledge to the Marblehead community. 5 p.m. 1 Community Road, Marblehead.

Looking Ahead
ANNUAL YOM HASHOAH COMMEMORATION

JCRC of Greater Boston to rededicate New England 
Holocaust Memorial. 

To honor local survivors 
of the Holocaust and to pay 

tribute to those who perished, the 
Jewish Community Relations Council of 
Greater Boston and its partners will present 
Rededication to Resiliency, a community 
commemoration of Yom HaShoah. 10:30 
a.m., Faneuil Hall in Boston. Rabbi Alan Turetz 
of Temple Emeth in Chestnut Hill will speak 
about his experience as a second-generation 
Holocaust survivor.

THE ART OF JEWISH MUSIC
The critically acclaimed, award-winning Nigun Chamber 

Ensemble will be featured at the Newton Festival of the Arts 
The performance will include 

a unique blend of Jewish folk 
songs in Yiddish and Hebrew, 
popular Jewish traditional 

instrumental music, and masterpieces by great 
Jewish composers, including Mendelssohn, 
Achron, Bloch, Weiner, Gershwin, Bernstein. 
Nigun Chamber Ensemble is devoted to the 
preservation of a unique musical heritage 
stemming from Jewish composers and their 
communities in prewar Eastern Europe. Tickets 
$25 ($15 for seniors and students), can be purchased atcentermakor.org or at the door. 7.30 
p.m. Newton Cultural Center at City Hall,1000 Commonwealth Ave., Newton.

JUNE 
10

JUNE
23



KESHER OPEN HOUSE Learn 
about an innovative Hebrew/
Jewish after-school program. Meet 
teachers, experience school’s 
innovative programs, talk with 
parents, and tour the facility.10 a.m. 
- 12 p.m. kesherweb.org 13 Garden 
Court, Somerville.

JUNE 11
HEBREW SCHOOL OPEN 
HOUSE Temple Ner Tamid invites 
members of the community to learn 
about an innovative, new Hebrew 
school for students in kindergarten 
through seventh grade, as well as 
educational programs for high school 
students and adults that will be 
available online. 6 – 7:30 p.m. Temple 
Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody.

EPSTEIN HILLEL SCHOOL’S 
ANNUAL MEETING, Im 
HaNa’al Matimah (If the Shoe 
Fits), an evening of recognition and 
tribute; election and induction of 
new officers, directors and trustees. 
Dessert and reception to follow. 
RSVP at 781-639-2880. 7:30 p.m. 6 
Community Road, Marblehead.

JUNE 13
UNEXPECTED JEWISH & 
SPIRITUAL CONNECTIONS 
AT THE MFA A very special 
experience for the InterfaithFamily/
Boston community, sponsored by 
IFF/Boston and Central Reform 
Temple! 
Join us for 
an evening 
of cultural 
and spiritual 
encounters as 
Rabbi Howard 
Berman 
guides us 
through the Museum of Fine Arts, 
exploring the unexpected Jewish 
dimensions of selected works from 
the MFA’s collections. 6:30 pm 
- 8:30 pm. Museum of Fine Arts, 
465 Huntington Ave., Boston. rsvp: 
boston@interfaithfamily.com.

 

JUNE 14
SENIOR LIVING SEMINAR 
hosted by the 
Harriett and 
Ralph Kaplan 
Estates, part of 
Chelsea Jewish 
Lifecare. 
A keynote 
speaker, Dr. Bill 
Hare, a well-
known clinical 
psychologist 
on the North 
Shore who 
specializes in geriatrics, will discuss 
the benefits of community living 
for seniors and answer questions 
from attendees. Light refreshments 
will be served; private tours of the 
assisted living are available upon 
request. The open house is free of 
charge and open to the public. To 
RSVP to the event, call Andrea Hillel 
at 978-854-1812 or email ahillel@
chelseajewish.org. chelseajewish.
org . 240 Lynnfield Street in 
Peabody

JUNE 15
LUNCH AND LEARN AT 
THE JCCNS Growing Younger 
Gracefully: Join Sheena Nancy 
Sarles for an interactive seminar 
dedicated to meeting aging with 
vitality, resilience, and pizzazz, and 
a smile. $10 per person. Register 
by June 11th by calling 781-631-
8330. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. JCCNS, 4 
Community Road, Marblehead.

JUNE 17
FATHER’S DAY CONCERT 
Featuring Rhea 
Simon with her 
Jazz Duo at 
the first North 
Andover Artisan 
Market. 10 a.m. 
- 2 p.m. The 
Market will be 
held outside, rain 
or shine, at 50 
High Street in 
the West Mills 
parking lot.

THE TRIUMPH OF LIFE The 
Russian-speaking community of 
Greater Boston invites public to the 
Festival of Jewish Culture and Arts. 
Festival features art exhibitions 
and live music. Doors open at 
4. Free admission. More info at 
centermakor.org. Center Makor, 384 
Harvard St., Brookline.

JUNE 19
WITNESSES, 
Boston special 
screening of a 
historical drama 
directed by 
Konstantin Fam, 
consisting of 
three novellas 
“Shoes”, 
“Brutus” and 
“Violin”, united 
by a common 
concept and dedicated to the 
memory of Holocaust victims 
(with English subtitles). Also 
known as The Trilogy “Witnesses”. 
Director Konstantin Fam will meet 
the audience for Q&A. 7:30 p.m. 
Tickests $30 at centermakor.org or 
petropol.com. Center Makor, 384 
Harvard St., Brookline.

JUNE 20
“TROUBLE IN THE 
GARDEN” The Theatre of Light 
presents the world premiere of the 
play at the North Shore Children’s 
Theatre. This comedy play based 
on the topic of unity versus bullying 
is suitable for all ages. Suggested 
ticket donations: $10. Tickets will 
be sold at the door but reservations 
are recommended by calling 978-
210-9818 or email theatreoflight@
comcast.net. 6:30 p.m.; play will 
be performed also on Sunday, June 
24th at 3 p.m. and 7p.m.,10 Tioga 
Way, Marblehead.  

JUNE 23
THE RHEA SIMON JAZZ 
TRIO will be performing at the 
Forge Tavern at the Colonial Inn at 
48 Monument Sq., Concord, MA. 
No cover.

JUNE 24
18TH ANNUAL JCCNS 
TRIATHLON BY THE SEA 
Race details: 1/8 mile swim in the 
JCCNS pool, 10-mile bike around 
Marblehead Neck, 3.5-mile run 
through Marblehead & Swampscott. 
Mini-Aqua-Bike of 1/8 mile swim 
and 10-mile bike ride-$45; Sprint-
Aqua-Bike of ¼ mile swim and 
12-mile bike ride-$55. 8 a.m. 
Register at jccns.org. For more 
information, contact Race Director 
Andrew Dalton at 781-476-9904 or 
adalton@jccns.com.

JUNE 27
CONCERT WITH THE 
SQUEEZEBOX STOMPERS 
The Linden Tree Coffeehouse invites 
area folks to Wakefield Common at 
the Bandstand for a free concert. 
Bring your chairs, blankets to enjoy 
the first of two planned summer 
shows. LindenTreeCoffeehouse.
org or 781-246-2836. If it rains, 
show will go on at the Unitarian-

Universalist Church, 326 Main St., 
Wakefield.  

JUNE 30
KEEPING JAZZ ALIVE 
CONCERT Each year this event 
rekindles memory of the late Irving 
Smolems, a longtime member 
of Temple Beth Shalom. This 
year’s concert marks the return 
of venerable Boston jazz vocalist 
Rebecca Parris. The concert will 
also feature Berklee College of 
Music professor and bassist Bruce 
Gertz and Trio-Now. 8 p.m. Tickets 
$25 and are available at the door. 
781-662-5856. Refreshments 
will be available for sale. Temple 
Beth Shalom, 21 East Foster St., 
Melrose.

JULY 14
NEW ENGLAND FAMILY 
MARKET and Natural Baby 
Conference. Parents, expectant parents 
and caregivers are invited to shop, learn 
and picnic at this community oriented 
event. Family friendly live music 
throughout the day. Ron Goldman will 
be at the event for “Music for Young 
Children.” Children are encouraged to 
respond, participate, move, sing and 
dance. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. and is rain or 
shine. Free. newenglandfamilymarket.
com.Todd Farm, 283 Main St., Rte. 1A, 
Rowley.

A Family Friendly
Day of Shopping, Live Music,

Picnicking & Information
Saturday, July 14, 10-5

Todd Farm, Rt 1A in Rowley, MA

27 PLEASANT STREET
GLOUCESTER, MASS.
capeannmuseum.orgHarold Rotenberg (1905–2011), Still Life [detail], undated.  

Gouache on board. Private collection.
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HEREDITARY (R) 
Fri: (4:30), 7:15, 9:55

Sat: (11:00 AM), (1:40),  
(4:30), 7:15, 9:55

Sun: (11:00 AM), (1:40), (4:30), 7:15
Mon - Thu: (4:30), 7:15

OCEAN’S 8 (PG-13) 
Fri: (4:15), 6:45, 9:15

Sat: (11:15 AM), (1:45),  
(4:15), 6:45, 9:15

Sun: (11:15 AM), (1:45), (4:15), 6:45
Mon - Wed: (4:15), 6:45

Thu: (4:00), 6:05

SOLO: A STAR WARS STORY (PG-13) 
Fri: (4:00), 7:00, 9:45

Sat: (12:30), (4:00), 7:00, 9:45
Sun: (12:30), (4:00), 7:00
Mon - Thu: (4:00), 7:00

RBG (PG) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

Fri: (4:40), 7:20, 9:20
Sat: (12:00), (2:45), (4:40), 7:20, 9:20

Sun: (12:00), (2:45), (4:40), 7:20
Mon - Thu: (4:40), 7:20

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

Fri: 6:30 PM
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 6:30
Mon - Thu: 6:30 PM

THIS PERFECT PLACE: 
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
(NR) 

Tue - Thu: 4:30 PM

Visit our website for other showtimes
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accident – the upward mobility of post-
war Jews, the riots of 1967 – I was born in 
one of the villages of the Diaspora.

It always struck me that Newark must 
have been one of the most extraordi-
nary communities of the American 
Exile. All the currents of Jewish life in 
early 20th century America – socialism, 
Zionism, Reform, Orthodoxy, Yiddish 
culture, labor – flourished in its envi-
rons. In 1948, nearly 60,000 Jews lived in 
Newark, served by scores of synagogues. 
The caliber of rabbis, cultural figures, 
political leaders, labor and social justice 
advocates, business leaders, and philan-
thropists that emerged from that place 
is astounding. And it disappeared so 
incredibly quickly.

But Newark survived in the stories of 
Philip Roth – who died May 22 at age 85 
– and for that reason I always took Roth’s 
writings personally. As he dissected the 
psyche of the city where he grew up and 
its expatriates, I told myself I was dis-
covering my origins. (That’s ridiculously 
romantic, of course. Like many Jews of 
Eastern European descent, my family 
lived in Newark for barely two and a half 
generations. But we’ve got very little to 
go on about the Old Country – the shtet-
lach and hamlets that were annihilated 
by the Russians, Poles, Ukrainians, et al. 
– so Newark is all I’ve got.)

Roth left Newark, but wouldn’t leave it 
behind. Newark – with its concentration 
of Jews anxious to become optometrists 
and entertainment lawyers and accoun-
tants; its polio terror and stickball in 
the streets; its racial tensions and Nazi 
paranoia – was a prism through which 
he wrote about America.

Now that Roth is deceased, the 
American Jewish community, by virtue 

of that adjective “American,” can start 
doing what it always does: remaking him 
in our image. Which is rather a shame.

Because Roth at his core was the wick-
ed child at the Seder. He dared to fling 
our pieties in our faces and say, “Yes, but 
what does all this mean to you?” Starting 
with “Goodbye, Columbus” and run-
ning like a crimson thread throughout 
his work, he satirized and criticized the 
Jewish community as only an insider 
could. 

Consider his devastating short story, 
“The Conversion of the Jews” (1959). 
Ozzie Freedman is a bored Hebrew 
school kid of the sort that the Coen 
brothers captured so perfectly in the 
movie “A Serious Man.” He is punished 
by the rabbi and other authorities for 
asking “dangerous” questions, the kind 
that the wicked child asks. Ultimately, 
Ozzie ends up on the roof, threaten-
ing to jump unless the Rabbi and the 
adults answer the question that got him 
rebuked in the first place: “Do you think 
that an almighty God could make a child 

without intercourse?”
It’s so perfect, because Ozzie found 

the exact question to prick everyone’s 
sensibilities: the rabbi’s platitudes, the 
newly emancipated liberal Jews’ bound-
aries with their Christian neighbors, 
and of course the sexual proclivities 
that Roth would explode in “Portnoy’s 
Complaint” (1969).

Or consider his 1993 novel, “Operation 
Shylock: A Confession.” The narrative 
itself is outrageous. A famous Jewish 
writer named Philip Roth discovers that 
some nutjob has taken the alter ego 
“Philip Roth” and is spreading the gos-
pel of “Diasporism” – leading Jews out 
of Israel and back to Europe. An anti-
Semitic fantasy! 

But here’s the rub: like any great critic, 
Roth knew intimately the subject he 
criticized, which ultimately rebounded 
back on himself. If he mocked Israel as 
a modern Jewish shibboleth, “Operation 
Shylock” also shows a deep intima-
cy with its people, its culture, and its 
totems. For instance, his true (not fic-

tional) dialogues with Israeli author 
Aharon Appelfeld in the book (Appelfeld 
died just this past January) reveal sensi-
tive insights about what, exactly, Jewish 
identity means at the turn of the 21st 
century.

Ultimately, Roth’s subject wasn’t 
Judaism, it was America. He asked: Why 
shouldn’t the Jewish lens be as valid as 
any other lens through which we can 
understand America? After all, Faulkner 
wrote about America, but through the 
perspective of the American South. So 
did Steinbeck, via the western frontier. 
So did Ellison, and Kerouac, and so 
on. America is big and complex and 
refracted into a thousand hues. Who’s 
to say that America’s freedoms and dys-
functions aren’t perfectly represented 
through the eyes of Bucky Cantor, a 
Newark playground director terrorized 
by polio (“Nemesis,” 2010)?

Or, for that matter, Roth’s masterful 
creation Swede Levov, the protagonist of 
“American Pastoral” (1997)? His name is 
the perfect encapsulation of Roth’s work: 
a Newark Jew who marries a gentile 
beauty queen, flees to the Jersey sub-
urbs, and expects that his Nordic looks 
and nickname will help him shed his 
history. But the shtetl, and the past, is as 
present as his surname. 

America does fascinating things to 
the identities of its immigrants and their 
descendants. Those complexities are 
more than enough to stake a career on. 
We were blessed to be of a generation 
that had such an articulate master to 
challenge our assumptions and satirize 
our self-righteousness. If we grapple 
with Roth seriously, we will understand 
ourselves better, because it will be much 
harder to hide. 

Rabbi Neal Gold is a teacher, writer, 
and scholar based in Massachusetts.  
His website is www.nealgold.net  and  
he can be reached at ndzahav@gmail.
com.
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Philip Roth:  
Wicked child
from page 1

Ultimately, Roth’s subject wasn’t Judaism, it was America. 



It wasn’t until graduate school, which 
I entered after ten years as a profes-
sional journalist, that I first read “The 
Counterlife” and had the Roth epiphany 
that so many writers, Jewish ones in par-
ticular, describe in the awestruck terms 
of religious awakening. As if, for the first 
time, they are meeting themselves on 
the page, and the person they find there 
is far more eloquent, ribald, and witty 
than anyone has thus far acknowledged 
them to be. 

In that sense Roth is, was – he died May 
22 at the age of 85 – the great liberator. 
His voice, so singular in its forthrightness 
and unapologetic embrace of filth, lends 
contemporary novelists the permission 
to explore the parts of themselves and 
therefore the aspects of their charac-
ters, they may otherwise have deemed 
too depraved or unseemly for public 
consumption. Had Alexander Portnoy, 
the horny antihero of Roth’s seminal 
1969 novel, “Portnoy’s Complaint,” not 
defiled that now-infamous piece of liver, 

we might never have had the pleasure of 
reading “Fear of Flying,” Erica Jong’s clas-
sic feminist roman à clef of female sexual 
liberation.

While Roth’s preoccupation with the 
male organ and its attendant needs 
– never mind his flimsy portrayals of 
female characters – has led some femi-
nist critics to label him a mysogynist, it’s 
his male characters who suffer the most. 
Mickey Sabbath is as flawed and pathetic 
a man as one can imagine – and yet, for 
those like me who admire “Sabbath’s 
Theater,” we love him. Or at least pity 
him. 

It’s Roth’s ability to paint charac-
ters who in life we’d probably want to 
strangle as worthy of our attention in 
the fictional world that has won him so 
many followers – and awards. “Sabbath’s 
Theatre,” in fact, won the 1995 National 
Book Award, and female writers such as 
Claire Messud have called it their favorite 
of Roth’s works, precisely for its irrever-
ent and humorous portrayal of such a 

feckless human.
In this age of trigger warnings and 

sensitivity readers and Twitter mobs 
that attack both with and without legiti-
mate cause, Roth stands out as uniquely 
impervious to the stultifying constraints 
of political correctness. His fiction is not 
one of rules or politesse; it is, rather, a 
bold rejoinder to what society deems 
holy. When his short story, “Defender of 
the Faith,” was first 
published in The 
New Yorker in 1959, 
it drew squealing 
cries of protest from 
offended American 
Jews, the rabbis in 
particular, who saw 
it as a shanda, a dis-
grace, that a Jewish 
writer would cast a 
Jewish character in 
such an unflattering 
light.

In the story, later 
published in Roth’s 
first collection, 
“Goodbye, Columbus” – which 
also won him his first National 
Book Award in 1960 – a US Army 
private by the name of Sheldon 
Grossbart manipulates his 
Jewishness for personal gain 
by appealing to his sergeant, 
a fellow Jew, for special favors. 
Grossbart asks, for example, for 
a pass to leave the base and visit 
his aunt in St. Louis for a Jewish 
holiday, which turns out to be 
a ruse, and in a final act of bad 
faith, he asks the sergeant to spare him 
being sent to the Pacific to fight Japan.

Rather than ignore the chorus of 
rabbis who called Roth a “self-hating 
Jew,” the young writer confronted his 
assailants in an essay published in 

Commentary magazine in 1963, entitled 
“Writing About Jews.” 

Defending his right to make art that 
addresses the complexities of human 
character, Roth wrote: “Fiction is not 
written to affirm the principles and 
beliefs that everybody seems to hold, 
nor does it seek to guarantee us of the 
appropriateness of our feelings. The 
world of fiction, in fact, frees us from the 

circumscriptions that the society 
places upon feeling; one of the 
greatnesses of the art is that it 
allows both the writer and the 
reader to respond to experience 
in ways not always available in 
day-to-day conduct; or if they 
are available, they are not pos-
sible, or manageable, or legal, or 
advisable, or even necessary to 
the business of living.” 

Roth’s later works continued 
to grapple with Jewish identi-
ty, but as the writer matured, 

so too did the tenor 
of his voice. In his 
1997 masterpiece, 
“American Pastoral” 
– which garnered 
him a Pulitzer – 
Roth’s fictional 
alter ego, Nathan 
Zuckerman, narrates 
the imagined life of 
Seymour “Swede” 
Levov, a former star 
athlete from Newark 
whose picture-perfect 
family disintegrates in 
the late 1960s as his 
daughter, Merry, joins 

a Weather Underground-style terrorist 
cell and kills a man in a bombing she 
helps to coordinate.

As with “The Counterlife,” which 

It’s been 15 years since Lappin Foundation
launched its first Introduction to Judaism,
a course for individuals of faiths other

than Judaism. Its continued success speaks
volumes about interest and need. “Wanting
to make the Jewish community a warm, 
welcoming, affordable and convenient 
experience for those seeking to connect 
with it, or for individuals desiring conversion
to Judaism, Lappin Foundation established 
the first-of-its-kind Introduction to Judaism
course in the country,” explained Robert I.
Lappin, President of Lappin Foundation.
“Every barrier to participation was removed,
including cost. What better way to welcome
someone to our Jewish Family!” 

Since 2003, a total of 264 individuals have
taken the course, which spans 25 weeks.
Classes are taught by North Shore Rabbis
and are held at various temples, providing
participants the opportunity to meet 
different rabbis and visit different temples.
“Introduction to Judaism is truly a gateway
to the Jewish community and into temples
themselves,” said Lappin. 

Individuals of all ages and at various stages of
life take Introduction to Judaism for different

reasons, including engaged couples,
newlyweds, and older individuals who
describe “being drawn to Judaism.”
Sylvia Leftin of Beverly expressed 
gratitude for the course, explaining 
it was the motivation of her heart 
to learn how to look at the world
through Jewish eyes.

In addition to fully subsidizing the course,
Lappin Foundation funds costs associated
with conversion to Judaism for adults and
children, including immersion in the mikvah
(ritual bath) and symbolic circumcision. 
The Foundation offers individuals, who 
convert to Judaism, a gift bag of ritual items 
of their choice, as a welcome gift to the 
Jewish Family. Lappin Foundation estimates
it has subsidized conversion costs for more
than 125 men, women and children. 

Gage Hansen of Salem recently completed 
Introduction to Judaism, which he described
as a joy and a blessing. The course has excited
him “to join the Jewish community with some
great foundations and some personal contact
with North Shore’s rabbinical leadership.”

For Marina Rudfield of Swampscott, a recent
graduate of the course, Introduction to 
Judaism “systemized and clarified” all her
previous experience with Judaism, making it 

more comprehensive. The course empowered
Rudfield to continue learning, while solidifying
her decision to convert to Judaism, which she
has contemplated for more than 30 years.  

Lappin Foundation regularly and publicly
thanks parents of interfaith families for raising
their children Jewish. Their decision to do so
makes them heroes of the Jewish community
in Lappin’s heart. “Our arms and our 
programs are wide open to interfaith 
families,” said Lappin. The high rate of 
program participation by interfaith families
supports his claim. 

The Foundation relies on its Annual 
Campaign to raise money to fund direct 
program expenses, not overhead expenses,
which are funded by the Lappin Family. 
Introduction to Judaism was partially 
funded by the Morton and Lillian Waldfogel 
Charitable Foundation and by Lappin 
Foundation’s Annual Campaign. 

Lappin Foundation
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

Welcoming All Who Want to Learn

29 Congress Street • PO Box 986 • Salem, MA 01970 • 978.740.4431 • www.lappinfoundation.org

The next Introduction to Judaism
course will begin in the fall. For
more information, contact Phyllis
Osher at 978-740-4404 or email
posher@lappinfoundation.org. 
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Roth at his Connecticut home.

continued on page 16

The liberating influence of Philip Roth
from page 1



explores Zuckerman’s relation-
ship to Israel and his brother’s 
sudden decision to abandon his 
family in New Jersey and join a 
religious settlement in the West 
Bank, Roth examines political 
extremism and the foundering 
of the American Dream. Gone 
are the histrionics and provoca-
tions of his earlier works, but 
the books are no less readable. 
Roth maintains his ability to 
draw aggrieved and pain-rid-
den characters, disillusioned by 
the promise of America, and 
struggling to find their place 
both as Jews and human beings 
in an unjust world. 

The Zuckerman books, 
which total nine, also gave Roth 
an opportunity to address the 
personal indignities of aging. 
In “Exit Ghost,” his 2007 novel 
that serves as a sort of coda 
to his first real Zuckerman 
book, “The Ghost Writer,” 
Zuckerman decamps from the 
Berkshires to New York City for 
an operation that might cure 
his incontinence. As he walks 
the city, encountering charac-

ters from his past, and meeting 
a young couple who want to 
swap houses, he is once again 
confronted with the lust of his 
youth – but now, impotent and 
incontinent, he has no way to 
relieve it.

Roth famously rejected the 
label of a Jewish-American writ-
er, insisting he was an American 
writer who happened to write 
about Jews, and in so doing 
declared his autonomy and 
freedom from any collective 
responsibility. But his voice, his 
cadence, his tone, his characters 
are so deeply Jewish that when 
I first read him as an adult – 
starting with “The Counterlife,” 
before moving on to “Sabbath’s 
Theatre,” “American Pastoral,” 
“Exit Ghost,” and so many oth-
ers – I could finally hear my 
own voice, a Jewish voice, take 
shape.

Rebecca Spence is a writer 
and editor at work on her first 
novel, “House of Ascension.” She 
was raised in Cambridge and 
currently lives in Taos, N.M.

BRESLOUF, Florence “Flo” 
(Chess) – late of Natick and 
Newton, formerly of Chelsea. 
Died on June 3, 2018. Wife 
of the late Lawrence Breslouf 
and companion of the late John 
Corcoran. Daughter of the late 
Morris and Alice (Birnbaum) 
Chess. Mother of Robert Breslof 
and Lynne Breslouf. Sister of 
the late Mary Greene and the 
late Leah Trugman. (Torf)

HEITNER, Lorraine, 90 – late of 
Peabody, formerly of Chelsea 
and Revere. Died on June 1, 
2018. Wife of William Heitner. 
Daughter of the late Harry and 

Rose (Goldman) Luster. Mother 
of Barry Heitner and his wife 
Connie of East Amherst, NY, 
and Donna Heitner of Peabody. 
Grandmother of Holden Heitner 
and his wife Sarah, and Connor 
Heitner. Sister of Lorie Finer 
and her husband Bernard of 
Peabody. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

KAPLAN, Robert B., 90 – late 
of Medford. Died on May 23, 
2018. Husband of the late 
Shirley (Sarney). Father of 
Marcy and her husband Richard 
Glanz, Ruth Kohn, Joan and 
her husband Steven Graff, and 
Michael and his wife Alison 

Kaplan. Grandfather of Amanda 
and Daniel Glanz, Samuel and 
Thomas Kohn, Alex and Eliza 
Graff, and Isabel and Jason 
Kaplan. (Goldman)

MIZNER, Milton “Mottie,” 
91 – late of Fiskdale, Mass., 
formerly of Marblehead. Died 
on May 31, 2018. Husband of 
Kathryn Mizner and the late 
Grace Mizner. Father of Dr. 
Mark Mizner and his wife Amy, 
Jill Rhodes and her husband 
Ben, and Neal Mizner and his 
wife Lynn. Stepfather of Lisa 
Brodowski, Lori Power and her 
husband John, Karen Barteaux 
and her husband Richard, and 
Kristin Dufford and her husband 
Dean. Grandfather of Dylan and 
Jason Blumstein, Jillian Mizner, 
Rachel and James Charles, 
Jenna and Michael Mayer, and 
Chelsey Dankenbring. Brother 
of Dr. Melvin Mizner and his 
wife Sylvia, the late Dr. Sidney 
Mizner and his wife Rita, Bertha 
Rubin and her husband Murray, 
and Rae Sigal and her husband 
Jack. Uncle of many nieces 
and nephews. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

TERBAN, Charlotte (Nager), 
91 – late of Malden, formerly of 
Everett. Died on May 23, 2018. 
Mother of Philip Terban of 
Boston. Grandmother of four, 
great-grandmother of 12, and 
aunt of several nieces and neph-
ews. Sister of the late Abbott 
Nager and Muriel Levine. (Torf)

NOTICES

Two convenient locations servicing families throughout Greater Boston,  
North Shore, South Shore, Sharon Memorial Park and MetroWest.

Slotnick Monuments
232 Fuller Street, Everett, MA 02149
617-387-3980
Production facility / Sales office / Outdoor display 
Full service drafting and sandblasting shop

Slotnick’s MetroWest Monuments
5 Edgell Road, Suite 1
Framingham Centre, MA 01701
508-872-1400
Corporate office / Sales office / Indoor display

SC
Memorial Group

Est. 1910

Drive carefully…
               We can wait.

www.scsmg.net

P.O. Box 2104 (Workman’s Circle), Peabody, MA 01960
978-531-0606 ~ maplehillcemeterypeabody@gmail.com

www.maplehillcemetery.com
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Mitchell L. Comins of 
Swamspcott passed on May 23, 
2018, at Salem Hospital. He was 
the husband of the late Merle 
(Stearns) Comins and the long-
time significant other of Gloria 
Sax. He was 84.

Born in Lynn, he was the son 
of the late Adrian and Constance 
(Weinstein) Comins. 

Mr. Comins was an entrepre-
neur and business owner in the 
automotive field for many years 
before his retirement.  

He was a volunteer at Salem 
Hospital and the Peabody Essex 
Museum. He enjoyed poker with 
his friends, sailing, and building 

model ships. Some of his work 
is on display at the Boston Yacht 
Club and the Peabody Essex 
Museum. Of all his passions, 
Mitchell enjoyed spending time 
with his family the most.

Left to cherish his memory 
are his children Jackie Comins 
and her husband Jeffrey Addis of 
Marblehead, Amy Josephs and 
her husband Mitchell of White 
Plains, NY, David Sax of Texas, 
Jeffrey Sax of CA, and Leslie 
Finamore and her husband Eric 
of Newton. He was the grand-
father of Jenna Comins-Addis, 
David, Jordan and Aly Josephs, 
and Zoe, Ari and Evan Finamore. 

He was the brother of Norman 
Comins and his wife Brenda of 
Maine, and Edye Baker and her 
husband Bob of Swampscott. 
In addition to his beloved wife 
Merle, he was predeceased by 
his son David Comins.

Funeral services were held on 
May 27 at Stantesky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. 
Burial followed in Temple 
Sinai Cemetery, Buxton Road, 
Danvers. Donations in Mitchell’s 
memory may be made to the 
charity of one’s choice. For more 
information or to register 
in the online guestbook, visit  
stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Mitchell L. Comins, 84, of Swamspcott

Honor your friend  
or loved one  

with a donation to  
the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of Jewish life  

in our communities.

LEGACY

OBITUARY POLICY

The Jewish Journal prints brief 
notices for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 200 words 
cost $100; longer submissions 
will be charged accordingly. 
Photographs cost $25 each; 
emailed photos should be sent 
as jpeg or tiff files. Submissions 
are subject to editing for style 
and space limitations. Obituaries 
can be mailed, faxed, emailed 
or hand-delivered to our office. 
For further information, contact 
your local funeral home; call 
Andrew at the Jewish Journal 
at 978-745-4111 x174; or email 
andrew@jewishjournal.org.

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River MA 02720
10 Vinnin Street, Salem MA 01970

Peace of mind is priceless. Avoid crisis and provide 
comfort with  Advance Planning of final arrangements.

Call us today for a free Personal Planning Guide 
781-581-2300

If a death occurred yesterday... 
...what would your family be facing today?

Family-owned and operated since 1933

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
CHEVARA MISHNA CEMETERY

8 Lake Shore Road, Lynn, Ma 01904

Serving the Jewish Communities of  
The North Shore for five generations

Pre-plan your future needs with 
our traditional and interfaith options.

Contact our Management Team
prideoflynninfo@gmail.com    339-440-6312

VISA and MC Accepted

Our AnnuAl BOArd Meeting will Be held On 
June 10, 2018 At Our CeMetery At 10:00 A.M. 
All Are welCOMe.

Philip Roth
from page 15



By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

A few years ago, sever-
al women in Yorkshire 
posed for a nude calendar. 

Had she been there, Brookline 
actress Bobbie Steinbach might 
have joined them. “They had 
an amazing journey and a hard 
decision to make,” Steinbach 
said. 

The Yorkshire women put 
together the calendar because 
they were raising money to sup-
ply a sofa for a hospital visiting 
room to honor the memory of 
one of their husbands, who had 
recently died of cancer. The true 
story was portrayed in a 2003 
film, and then remade into a 
2009 stage play written by Tim 
Firth and Juliette Towhidi called 
“Calendar Girls”, which is now 
playing at the Greater Boston 
Stage Company. 

Steinbach can personally 
relate to the travails of her char-
acter, a retired teacher named 
Jesse. “We have a friend – an 
actor whose husband is sick with 
cancer. The theater community, 
like the Yorkshire women, is 
quite connected,” she said. A 
gifted actress with a long history 
of giving back to her commu-
nity, Steinbach noted that as a 
Jewish woman, she relates to the 
characters’ desires to do good in 
the world.

She especially admires her 
character, Jesse, because they’re 
both funny. “She’s a feisty and 
funny woman who says what 
she means,” Steinbach noted. 
Steinbach started out as a come-
dy actress, and especially enjoys 
playing funny women.

“Calendar Girls” is a mixed 
bag. Theater-goers will enjoy the 

talented cast, and not the less 
than remarkable play. The true 
story offers a positive message 
about sisterhood and the power 
of taking a risk for a good cause. 
However, the play is too long – 
it’s over two hours long when it 
shouldn’t be more than an hour 
and a half. Despite admirable 
efforts by Nancy E. Carroll, a 
stellar actress who directed the 
play, and a strong ensemble of 
distinguished local actors, the 
script moves uncomfortably 
between comedy and drama.

Maureen Brennan beauti-

fully conveys the vulnerabil-
ity and heart of Annie, the wid-
owed main character, and Sean 
McGuirk plays her terminally-ill 
husband with nuanced under-
statement. Karen MacDonald 
captures the pluck and deter-
mination of Annie’s best friend 
Chris as she cares for Annie and 
makes the calendar a reality. 
High points of the play include 
McGuirk’s moving depiction of 
a man dying, and an explosive 
fight later in the play when best 
friends Annie and Chris dis-
sect one another’s true motives. 

Bobbi Steinbach, meanwhile, 
gives insight and profundity to 
Jesse.

The play was helped by the 
talented costume and set crew. 
Gail Astrid Buckley’s eclectic 
costume design has just the 
right amount of whimsy, and 
Karen Perlow’s lighting helps 
add depth. Lisa Guild, the prop-
erties master, effectively and art-
fully placed calendar items like 
large buns, sunflowers, and yarn 
balls thoughout the stage.

In a short piece at the front 
of the program, director Nancy 

Carroll expresses the hope that 
audience members will love the 
play’s women as much as she 
does. The actors playing the 
women bring Carroll’s dream to 
life. Unfortunately, the overlong, 
meandering “Calendar Girls” 
does not prove as timely or love-
able. 

The Greater Boston Stage 
Company’s production of 
“Calendar Girls” will run in 
Stoneham through June 17. Call 
781-279-2200 or go to gbsc.org. 
for tickets.

 Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4 PM, Monday –Thursday 7AM - 7 PM, Friday 7 AM - 4 PM,                              
Closed Saturday.                      

Free Parking 

Zayde’s Market                       
Where Quality & Kosher Meet 

    www.zaydesmarket.com           781-828-3530 

 
Look for our                  

Traveling  
Pizza Truck  

 

Looking for a                              Caterer 
Call us 

Our Hand Cut Lox is Back 
& Better Than Ever!!!   Reg. $27.00 lb.                                                        
Hand Cut Lox……………...$19.99lb.                                                                           
Giovanni’s     8 Flavors to choose from                                              
Gelato & Sorbet………..……...$5.99  
Fresh Packed                 4 lb. Pkg                                            
Chicken Wings……………....$8.99Pk. 
The Butcher’s Select                                                                   
Grilling Steak.…..……......…$8.99lb. 
Boneless & Skinless        Marinated                                                                   
Chicken Cutlets…2 Types....$4.99lb. 
Homemade                                                         
Spiral Salad………………….....$6.99lb. 
Made In House                                                              
BBQ Pulled Chicken.….......$9.99lb. 

Shabbos Candles…3Hr..........$3.99 
Sale Prices Good Thru June 15, 2018                 

Delivery Fees of $5.00 and up                                                    

Tishbi Wines                           
Sauvignon Blanc             

Now $12.79                               
Reg. $15.99 

 

Real N.Y. Bagels 
Fresh                             

Thursday Friday                          
& Sunday 

Ariadna Berdichevskaya
Mrs Anna Della Monica
Rosalyn & Jay Esterkes
Lane Fleischer in memory of 

Rose Rene Calk
Rabbi Myron & Eileen Geller
Harvey & Marsha Gladstone
Sema & Henry Goldstein
Francine Goldstein
Mike & Arlene Goodstein
Norman Goralnick  

in memory of Rose  
Levinson Goralnick

Sally A & Carl Hooker
Laura Kanter
Natalie Kaplan
Harold & Eileen Kepnes
Leonard & Sally Koor
Esther Leff
Faith Lerner in honor of my 

hero Richard “Perry” Band
Shirley Levine
Elaine Litcofsky
Lesley & Sam Munick

Calvin & Lorraine Probst
Estelle Rostoff in memory  

of my beloved husband 
Neil Rostoff

Louise Sadur in honor of 
Barbara Fermon’s 91st 
birthday

Esther & Richard Salinsky
Lois Sargent
George Saxe
Richard & Joan Shaffer
Barbara & Alan Sidman in 

honor of Dr. Ralph Epstein
Albert Stein
Peter & Mira Stolerman
Allen Talewsky
Rabbi Edgar & Yvonne  

Weinsberg
Bea Wenicur
Rob & Laurie Wolk Shea
Sandra Zigelbaum in memory 

of Joel Zigelbaum

And thank you to  
all our anonymous donors.

Thank you for donating to the Jewish Journal  
during the month of May, 2018
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By Myrna Fearer
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Most of us don’t need a designated 
day to remember our loved ones 
who have passed on. Father’s 

Day, however, does make us think of the 
male role models who influenced our 
lives and perhaps in memory still do. My 
late father-in-law, Benjamin Fearer, was 
just such a person.

I first met Ben when my husband-to-
be brought me to his Cambridge senior 
housing apartment in the late fall of 1960. 
Nate had decided I could now be intro-
duced to his family. Ben answered to 
many names: Pa to his three sons, Dad 
to his daughters-in-law, and of course, 
Grandpa Benny to the next generation, 
probably the proudest name of all.

Like any good host, Benny made din-
ner for us: pan-fried blade steaks. He did 
a good job; after all he had been chief 
cook and bottle washer for his family 
since the loss of his wife, Blanche, at the 
age of 39. My husband, the youngest, was 
only 11.

Grandpa Benny loved coming to our 
house. He even liked my cooking, always 
telling me that I was pretty good for a 
beginner. When I told him about a recent 
dinner party at our house, he gave me 
a puzzled look. “Were they Jewish?” he 
asked. 

“What difference does it make?” I said. 
“Well, I wasn’t sure goyishe people 

liked Jewish food.” 
“I don’t think it was a problem,’’ I said, 

“since I served eggplant parmigiana and 
chicken cacciatore.”

Since Ben didn’t drive, I would pick 
him up in Cambridge for a weekend, but 
only when he didn’t have a job, and that 
took a long time to happen. When we first 
met, my father-in-law was working in a 
family-owned and very successful market 

in Cambridge, but he didn’t start out that 
way. Ben was born in Latvia, or as my 
brother-in-law Dave said, “You might just 
as well say he was born in Russia.” In fact, 
one of Dad’s brothers was actually kid-
napped off the street never to be heard 
from again. It was one way to get soldiers 
for the Russian army.

For the Jews, one village, or rather 
shtetl, was like another: very poor. Every 
so often, Benny would share a glimpse 
of his early life. He once told me that 
his Hebrew school was the local shul 
where he helped sweep the floors and 
did chores to be in the learned, holy 
environment. His bed was the shul’s 
benches. 

Though the older Benny wasn’t a regu-
lar shul-goer, a portion of each day was 

spent reading and studying prayer books 
in Hebrew. He was also an avid fan of the 
Forverts, the Yiddish daily newspaper. 
Benny was a very charitable man. I don’t 
know how many lists he was on, but he 
answered every request from many dif-
ferent places. A few even included a little 
gift hoping for money in return. Thanks 
to Benny, I didn’t have to buy Hanukkah 
candles for years.

Ben and his brother, Abe, and their 
families occupied two different apart-
ments in the same house in Malden. 
Somehow, the guys got into the shoe 
business. They opened a store in Melrose 
and one in Stoneham. Then came the 
Depression. The business could only 
support one family and Ben let his broth-
er take over. The Ben Fearers left Malden 

for Roxbury from which all three sons 
– Butch, Dave, and Nate – were drafted 
during World War II.

“My father was very proud of that,” 
Dave recently told me. “He had a Blue 
Star Banner hanging in the window.” The 
official banner had three blue stars on a 
white background with a red border rep-
resenting the three fighting Fearer broth-
ers.

After the failed shoe business, Ben 
held many jobs including catering, but 
the supermarket, with its Jewish owners, 
was a favorite. That is, until the store’s 
insurers said that at 75, my father-in-law 
was a liability and they had to let him go.

The following weekend, Grandpa 
Benny was at my house. As soon as 
the Sunday Globe arrived, he grabbed 
the want ads. A half-hour later, Ben 
announced he had to leave that after-
noon. The next morning, he applied 
for a candy-making job at the NECCO 
Company and was hired immediately. I 
was shocked. “Did you tell them how old 
you were?” I incredulously asked. 

He answered, “57.” 
“Didn’t you reverse the digits?” I asked. 
“Why?” he said. “I look only 57.”
Now in his 90s, Ben’s next job was at 

10 Post Office Square in the Financial 
District, where he did everything from 
cleaning the elevator to washing the 
door windows to making the tuna fish 
salad for the owner of the food kiosk. It 
was to be his last job. One afternoon, 
when he left the building, he slipped on 
ice and broke his hip. After surgery and 
a hospital stay, he knew he could not 
live alone, but the alternative, a nursing 
home, was not acceptable. It was time to 
say goodbye. 

Hopefully, Ben’s spirit still lives on in 
all those whose lives he touched.

Myrna Fearer writes from Danvers.

Matthew, 13, the bar mitzvah boy, Grandpa Benjamin Fearer, and Brian Fearer, 17.

On Father’s Day, remembering a man who left a lasting legacy

Talented cast bolsters GBSC’s “Calendar Girls” production



SUMMER SEA KAYAK  
ADVENTURE CAMP

Our Sea Kayak Adventure Camp is a week-long program 
for boys and girls ages 9-14. The staff-to-child ratios  
allow each student to progress at his/her own pace.

WEEK 1: JULY 23-JULY 27  •  WEEK 2: JULY 30-AUGUST 3  •  9 am - 4 pm
Visit WWW.ERBA.COM to register. 

ESSEX RIVER BASIN ADVENTURES, P.O. BOX 270, ESSEX, MA 01929
1 Main Street  •  Essex, MA 01929  •  978.768.3722

ESSEX RIVER BASIN ADVENTURES
Sea Kayak Tours, Instruction, & Sales Since 1994

888 BOSTON ROAD, HAVERHILL, MA 01835
(978) 521-7700 • www.cedarland.net

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE ONLINE

Fit ’n Fun 
Summer Day Camps 

Full Day 
(Ages 4 - 12)

Junior Outing 
(Ages 12 - 14)

• Daily Swim Lessons • Mini-Golf 
• Arts ‘n Crafts • Water Safety 

• AMAZEment Action Playcenter 
• SkyWalk Ropes Course

• Tennis Fun & Games 
• Climbing Wall •  And Much More!

Camp Starts 
June 25th!

Keeping it fit, 
focusing on fun!

SYLVANLEARNING.COM

Bring on an
EXTRAORDINARY

FUTURE
There are so many new and exciting ways to engage your
child in learning at Sylvan: STEM Courses • Math Skill
Programs • The Best Tutoring Programs (up to 2x results!) •
College Prep
   

                             Get Started for $99. Call today!

Sylvan of Peabody &
Swampscott

800-EDUCATE
 SYLVANLEARNING.COM

JAN THE TEACHER

Jan Steven Brodie
Bar and Bat Mitzvah Tutoring
80 Dennison Ave Swampscott MA 01907

617-620-8276
brodiejan@comcast.net

18 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JUNE 7, 2018 YOUTH

“Trouble in the Garden” is 
a comical play with a serious 
message: that tolerance and 
unity must replace bullying and 
bigotry. Through a mix of com-
edy and poignancy, the charac-
ters of “People Flowers” show 
that by accepting each other’s 
differences and joining togeth-
er in unity, we can accomplish 
anything.

The play stars young 
Marblehead actresses. Annabel 
Berman plays a tough Jewish 
kid from Brooklyn, Sydney 
Berman plays a snobby aris-
tocrat, and Madilyn Reno por-

trays the conceited Mrs. Rose.
Tickets are on sale now. 

Performances of “Trouble in the 
Garden” will be on Wed., June 
20 at 6:30 p.m. and Sunday, 
June 24 at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. at 
North Shore Children’s Theatre, 
10 Tioga Way, in Marblehead. 
Suggested ticket donation is 
$10. Reservations are recom-
mended due to the small seat-
ing capacity. 

For more information or to 
reserve tickets, call Trouble in 
the Garden’ or email theatreof
light@comcast.net.

At first blush, Ashley Orenberg Waterberg and 
Jacob Abbisso appear to have little in common.  
Ashley is a new mom and a social worker in the 
Revere Public Schools.  Jacob is a senior at Gann 
Academy, heading to Wesleyan University in the 
fall.  Ashley has done, among other things, exten-
sive volunteer work within the LGBTQ commu-
nity.  Jacob – aka “Balloon Kid” – has been creating 
balloon animals and acts of kindness all around 
Marblehead since he was in the second grade.  
But they do, indeed, have something in common. 
Not only are they both graduates of Epstein Hillel, 
albeit 16 years apart, but they are also this year’s 
recipients of the Adam Madorsky Social Justice 
Alumni Award.

The award, created in 2016, is in memory of 
Karen and Jerry Madorsky’s son Adam to recog-
nize alumni who have continued to pursue social 
justice in his/her personal or professional life.  On 
a recent morning, the two came to Epstein Hillel 
to meet the students and share their stories.  

Ten years ago, when Jacob was a second grader 
at Hillel he heard about Shaggy, a dog in town who 
was injured and needed extensive medical care.  
Fresh off the “Giraffe Project,” during which the 
children were taught the importance of sticking 
their neck out to help others, Jacob sprang into 
action. He took it upon himself to find a way to 
raise money for the Marblehead Animal Shelter by 
getting his mom to the store to purchase balloons; 
lots of them.  He then spent hours upon hours 
teaching himself how to twist them into animals 
and objects that he could give away in exchange 
for a donation. To date, he has raised nearly 
$20,000, all of which he’s donated to the shelter.  
When asked where his drive came from, Jacob 
responded, “I grew up at EHS. Not only was it a 
warm and welcoming environment, but there was 
always an emphasis on looking out for others.”

As a college freshman, Ashley spent her spring 
break in Mississippi helping to repair homes 
that had been damaged by Hurricane Katrina.  
For another vacation, when many of her peers 
were lazing at the beach, Ashley traveled to the 
Dominican Republic to do her part in caring for 
children in orphanages.  And she was just getting 
started.  With an abundance of both professional 
and volunteer work under her belt – including a 
stint in the AmeriCorps Program – Ashley lives 
each day deeply aware and highly appreciative of 
just how fortunate she is.  Not only is she a social 
worker in the Revere public schools, she also 
serves as the faculty advisor for the Gay Straight 
Alliance and extends her expertise to the larger 
LGBTQ community as well.  She credits modeling 
by her parents and EHS with her deep commit-
ment to tikkun olam. “There really is no act too 
small,” she said. 

Marblehead actors star in  
‘Trouble in the Garden’

First place for 
young pianist

EHS names Adam Madorsky  
Social Justice Alumni Award recipients  

Annabel Berman, Sydney Berman and Madilyn Reno in “Trouble in 
the Garden.”

Sarah Abigail Shoer is a recent 
graduate of the class of 2018 of Colby 
College in Waterville, Maine, where 
she was Summa Cum Laude and 
a member of Phi Beta Kappa. She 
received a bachelor of arts degree 
in French and Judaic studies. She 
was the first student to receive hon-
ors from the French Dept., and also 
received honors in Judaic studies.

Sarah is named after her grand-
mother, who was a Salem resi-
dent for several decades. She is the 
daughter of Mary Lou Wernig and 
Alan M. Shoer of East Greenwich, 
Rhode Island, and granddaughter of 
Louis H. Shoer, now at Brooksby in 
Peabody, and the late Faith R. Shoer.

Max Faleyev has always loved 
music, and has been studying 
piano since he was six years 
old. Over the years, he has par-
ticipated in many recitals and 
competitions, including recitals 
for students of Valerie Henkin, 
his teacher since he was six. 

He has performed at recit-
als for the North Shore Piano 
Teachers’ Guild, the Power 
Music School festival, and the 
New England Piano Teachers’ 
Association. He’s also performed 
at the Shalin Liu Performance 
Center in Rockport, and 
Carnegie Hall in New York. He 
placed first at the American 
Fine Arts Festival and Chopin 
International Competition. 
In May 2018, he placed first 
at the Bay State Competition, 
where he performed pieces by 
Beethoven and Chopin.

Max currently attends 
6th grade at Marblehead 
Community Charter Public 
School, where he’s learning to 
play saxophone and is a mem-
ber of school Honors Band.  
He’s also a member of the 
Destination Imagination Team, 
the Engineering Club, and the 
cross country and track teams. 

Shoer graduates from Colby College 

Ashley Orenberg Waterberg and Jacob Abbisso

Sarah Abigail Shoer

Max Faleyev



The Rashi School is pleased 
to announce that Barry 
Shrage, who is stepping down 
from his role as CEO and 
President of Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies (CJP), will 
join The Rashi School Board 
of Trustees. Barry, a highly 
respected leader widely recog-
nized for his tireless support 
of Jewish education and social 
justice programs, will officially 
become part of the Rashi board 
in August 2018. 

“We are thrilled to have 
Barry Shrage join our board,” 
said Rebecca Burack, president 
of the Rashi School Board of 
Trustees. “His work at CJP has 
been nothing short of remark-
able. Beyond that, Barry is 
extremely committed to Jewish 
learning and fully understands 

Rashi’s mission and core values. 
He has proven to be an excep-
tional force in the Jewish com-
munity, here in Boston as well 
as throughout the world.  We 
look forward to his invaluable 
insight, ideas and guidance.”

As president of CJP since 
1987, Barry focused on Jewish 
education and engaging future 

generations, strengthening 
connections to Israel through 
community-to-community and 
people-to-people partnerships. 
To date, Barry Shrage has raised 
more than $1 billion for the 
local Jewish community.

As a member of the Rashi 
Board, Shrage will play an inte-
gral role in maintaining the 
superior education, creative 
vision, and long-term goals of 
the school. ““I have been an 
ardent supporter of day schools 
and the Rashi School for many 
years and share their commit-
ment to academic excellence, 
social justice programming, and 
Jewish approach to learning,” 
said Shrage. “It is an honor to 
join the Board of Trustees. I am 
excited to work with such a tal-
ented group of individuals.”

On June 12, 
Epstein Hillel 
School will hold 
its annual meeting 
at 7:30 p.m. and 
will award Bruce 
Haskin the Ernie 
Haas Presidential 
Award. The award 
is named in mem-
ory of Ernie Haas, 
a loyal and active 
supporter of the 
school for over 40 
years. 

Over the years, Haskin has 
been deeply involved with the 
school – as a parent, board 
member, treasurer, president, 
and member of its finance com-
mittee. “He lives the values that 
Ernie Haas exemplified, and he 
continues with that dedication 
today,” said outdoing board 
president Ariel Berger.

The theme of the annual 
meeting will be “If The Shoe 
Fits,” a reference to incoming 
president, Mark Farber, who 
has spent his career in the shoe 
industry. This annual meeting 
offers a poignant and special 
evening of recognition and trib-
ute, honoring leaders, faculty 
and staff, and alumni for their 
longstanding commitment to 
the K-8 Jewish day school locat-
ed north of Boston.

At the annual meeting, Farber 

of Gloucester, an 
alumni parent 
board member, 
will be formally 
elected as Epstein 
Hillel’s new board 
president. Also, 
Susan Stahl and 
Kate Urman will be 
formally induct-
ed for a three-
year term on the 
Board of Directors. 
In addition, 
Bob Goldman, 

Marjorie Patkin and Sue and Bill 
Stibel will be joining the Trustee 
Leadership Council.

Special tributes will be paid 
to Diane Knopf, Director of 
Community Engagement, and 
Michelle Unterborn, school 
nurse, who will be leaving 
Epstein Hillel. Jessie Winkler 
will also be recognized for her 
five years with the school.

Alumni Jacob Abbisso (Hillel 
class of 2014) and Ashley 
Orenberg Waterberg (Hillel class 
of 1998) will be presented with 
the 2018 Adam Madorsky Social 
Justice Award and will be recog-
nized for their efforts.

The Annual Meeting is open 
to the entire community fol-
lowed by a dessert reception. 
RSVPs appreciated; call 781-
639-2880.

sanphypodiatry.com

Call for an appointment

781-596-0703
98 Nahant Street

Lynn, MA

––––––––––––– PHYSICIANS OF THE FOOT & ANKLE –––––––––––––

Sanphy Podiatry Group
The best footcare on the North Shore

Medicare approved Diabetic Shoe Program
Modern styles with support, one pair per calendar year

Most
Insurance
Accepted

Please
Call for an

Appointment

Dr. Robert
Uhrich

Dr. Lauren
Fisher

Dr. Steeve
Yamadjako

Dr. Mark
Sanphy

We provide
Diabetic Shoes

at our office

Sanphy Podiatry Group
—— We’ll Keep You on Your Toes ——

sanphypodiatry.com

Most
Insurance
Accepted

Appointments 
Available

Immediately

Call for an appointment

781-596-0703
98 Nahant Street

Lynn, MA

• Surgical Services
• On Site Digital XRays
• Diabetic Shoes
• Pediatric Foot Problems Treated
• Ingrown Toenail & Wart Removal

Physicians of the foot & ankle
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After seven years of shar-
ing her magnificent singing 
voice, Cantor Elana Rozenfeld 
will leave Congregation Shirat 
Hayam in Swampscott on June 
30. To say goodbye, the commu-
nity is invited to attend Cantor 
Elana’s very special Farewell 
Weekend on June 15 and 16.

On Friday night, June 15, 
there will be an enhanced Holy 
Happy Hour Minyan with sur-
prise musical selections and tal-
ented musicians. Come at 5:30 
p.m. before services to greet Cantor Elana and 
enjoy hors d’oeuvres, snacks with wine, beer and 
non-alcoholic drinks.

On June 16, during Saturday morning Shabbat 
services, which begin at 9 a.m. with the congrega-

tion’s inspiring renewal service, 
the community will hear Cantor 
Elana sing a selection of some of 
her favorite songs. As a special 
treat, some surprise entertain-
ment will also be feautured. And 
expect the wildest Ruach Rally 
ever! 

Cantor Elana’s Farewell 
Weekend will have something 
for everyone. The extensive 
“Farewell Kiddush” will have 
several different offerings to 
close out a beautiful and inspira-

tional two days. Join us to wish Cantor Elana, her 
husband Raphael, and their children all our best 
as they move on to the next chapter of their lives. 

If you plan to attend, visit http://bit.ly/can-
torelana or call Shirat Hayam at 781-599-8005 x10.

Shirat Hayam to hold ‘Farewell Weekend’  
for Cantor Elana Rozenfeld 

Bruce Haskin to receive Epstein Hillel’s 
Ernie Haas Presidential Award  

Almost 500 people attended The Rashi School’s annual fund-
raising dinner at the Boston Marriott Newton hotel. The school 
honored Heidi and Lew Pearlson with the prestigious 2018 Kehillah 
Award for their outstanding leadership and commitment to the 
school and the local community. Joshua and Harrison Pearlson 
and many close friends were featured in a heartfelt and emotional 
video that captured the generosity, spirit and dedication of Heidi 
and Lew.

Heidi and Lew Pearlson receive  
the Rashi 2018 Kehillah Award

Barry Shrage and Rashi  
Head of School Mallory Rome

Barry Shrage to join the Rashi School Board of Trustees

Pictured from left: Lew Pearlson, Heidi Pearlson, Rashi Head of 
School Mallory Rome, Harrison Pearlson, and Joshua Pearlson

Natalie Kaplan was recently honored at the 
2018 Massachusetts Assisted Living Association 
(MA-ALA) Excellence Awards Dinner for her out-
standing volunteer work at Harriett and Ralph 
Kaplan Estates. The association recognized 
Natalie for her outstanding volunteer work on 
behalf of Kaplan Estates and her long-time dedi-

cation to the assisted living residents. Harriett 
and Ralph Kaplan Estates is operated by Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare.  

 “We feel extremely fortunate to have 
Natalie working with our seniors,” said Megin 
Hemmerling, Executive Director of Kaplan 
Estates. “She has touched every part of our orga-
nization, from fundraising, to providing comfort 
to residents on our healthcare side, as well as 
creating innovative programming for our assisted 
living. Our residents and staff truly adore her. In 
short, Natalie’s creativity, generosity and remark-
able stamina are an inspiration to our entire 
community. For us, Natalie Kaplan is the ultimate 
volunteer and a tremendous asset to our organi-
zation.”

A very young and active 90, Natalie spear-
headed the development of the Natalie Kaplan 
Speakers Bureau. 

Natalie raised her family in Malden and cur-
rently resides in Peabody.

Megin Hemmerling, executive director  
of Kaplan Estates (left) and Natalie Kaplan

Natalie Kaplan receives the 2018 MA-ALA  
Volunteer Excellence Award for Work at Kaplan Estates

Bruce Haskin
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TODAY’S MENSCHIONS: MIKE AND ARLENE GOODSTEIN 

Honorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
exceptional contributions close to home and around the world

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

If a Jewish philanthropy Hall of Fame were 
ever established on the North Shore, then 
one of the first couples inducted would be 

Arlene and Mike Goodstein. The Goodsteins, 
who have lived here for 45 years, were key 
contributors to the construction of the Jewish 
Community Center of the North Shore and the 
original Hillel day school, now known as the 
Epstein Hillel School. They also helped create 
an endowment for the former Temple Israel 
in Swampscott, and contributed to numerous 
other Jewish organizations. The couple lives 
in Swampscott and has two children and two 
grandchildren. Their son Mark and his wife 
Sherri live in Newton and have two daugh-
ters, Elizabeth and Samantha; their daughter 
Shari and her husband, Robert Munro, live in 
Marblehead.

A A A

Arlene, you grew up in Malden. Can you tell 
us about your upbringing? 

I grew up in an Orthodox home, and I loved every min-
ute of it. We really kept kosher, and I felt very special and 
different. I grew up on Harvard Street, outside of Suffolk 
Square. It was a mixed neighborhood – there was a lot of 
anti-Semitism. Everyone called me Aushie, my Yiddish 
name. My father, Maurice Kendell, owned gas stations. 
I grew up in a giving home. That’s the Jewish way. My 
father never refused anyone. My father died when he 
was 44; I was 15. At the shiva, many people came to our 
house to pay off their debts. My mother never knew these 
men that my father gave money to. I said kaddish for my 
father at the shul. My friends, Arthur and Ralph Epstein, 
used to go with me to say kaddish for their father. 

Mike, you grew up in Fitchburg and your 
father was from Jerusalem?

Yes. It was the early 1940s, and anti-Semitism was 
rampant; I would come home many days bloodied 
from school. And then I went to private high school, 
and it ended. My father was born in Jerusalem, came to 
Fitchburg, and was chief financial officer and treasurer 
of the Independent Lock Company. He was religious, 
and was president of many Jewish organizations: the 
local Federation, Israel Bonds, B’nai Brith, and the syna-
gogue. He helped build the new synagogue in Fitchburg. 

Arlene, why did you and Mike decide  
to move to the North Shore?

I was a teacher in Framingham and we had two 
small children and lived in Newton. My older sister, 
Honey Schloss, and her family lived in Marblehead, 
and my lifelong friend, Carol Rainer lived there. I loved 
the ocean. It was the best thing we ever did. 

Mike, what made you want to want to get 
involved in charitable giving?

I ran a stock brokerage firm in Boston, Josephthal 
& Co. But I always remembered seeing my dad going 
out at night to Jewish organizations and meetings and 
helping out fellow Jews. First, I became part of the JCC 
in Fitchburg, I became active in that. When I came to 
the North Shore I continued. My father, Eli Goodstein 
– whose name is on the building at Hillel – gave schol-
arships to Brandeis, Hebrew University in Jerusalem, 
and other places. I always felt good about giving; it was 
just natural.

You helped raise funds to build the JCC  
in Marblehead?

Yes. I raised more than half the money for the JCC. 
I took a week off from work, and went door to door to 
raise money with Sam Stahl. I was treasurer of the cen-
ter. I believed in the JCC because it was a place where 
Jewish kids could get together and socialize. 

You were also involved with the local  
Jewish federation, and Temple Israel.

I was past president of Temple Israel and helped 
raise $1 million for an endowment there. When you 
went to federation meetings or fund-raisers, we were 
all one person. It wasn’t a question of what we were 
going to give. We all had to same feeling of Judaism, of 
Israel, and our community. People came first.

Arlene, you also held senior leadership 
positions with North Shore Jewish 
organizations.

I was campaign chairwoman of the Women’s Division 
of the Jewish Federation of the North Shore and then I 
became its president for a few years. I was also president 
of the North Shore Chapter of ORT, and vice president 
of the Temple Israel Sisterhood. It was very rewarding, 
and I met wonderful people. For ORT, we raised money 
to train people to have a career in Israel. I loved to raise 
money for Israel. I thank God for the people there. 
They’re so strong and courageous.

Mike, how did you get involved with Hillel?

My father retired and moved to Swampscott in 
the 1980s, and he became close friends with Bennett 
Solomon, who ran Hillel. Hillel was overflowing with 
students and had no place to put them. They were in 
the old Temple Israel and I was president of the temple. 
I suggested, along with my father, that our family should 
build a building for Hillel. We raised 80 percent of the 
building’s cost at a meeting at my home in one night. 
My father was the major contributor; the building was 
named after him. My brother, Gerry Goodstein, and I 
supported my father in this venture. It was exciting. I 
did it because my father was so involved with Hillel, and 
I wanted Hillel to have a building, and I also believed 
in educating Jewish kids the right way. The building is 
called the Eli and Mollie Goodstein Building. 

Arlene, you also created a garden next to Hillel.
That’s right. The garden is named after my parents. 

It’s called the Sally & Maurice Kendell Gardens. I cre-
ated it along with my sisters, Honey Schloss and Harriet 
Kendell-Kessler.

Arlene, what advice would you give to Jewish 
couples that are starting a family? 

If you want to bring up your children as Jews, you 
have to live it in your home. 

What’s your advice, Mike, to young  
Jewish families?

Become involved in a temple, have your children go to 
Hebrew School, and become part of the Jewish commu-
nity. That’s the only way children will know what Judaism 
means – and it helps the parents also. If they’re not feel-
ing strongly about being a Jew, sending kids to Hebrew 
School and belonging to a temple will give them a stron-
ger feeling about Judaism, and the Jewish community. 

429 & 315 Harvard Street, Brookline, MA 02446
(978) 479-4689 (Mobile)  •  (844) 259-6608 (eFax)  •  Joel.Weingarten@citizensbank.com

JOEL WEINGARTEN
MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER

NMLS ID#395556

Home Loans
Mortgage Solutions  
that meet your needs

Arlene and Mike Goodstein

Arlene Goodstein and her sisters, Honey Schloss and 
Harriet Kendell-Kessler, created Kendell Gardens at Hillel. 

Mike Goodstein with his parents – Mollie and Eli 
Goodstein.
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