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Israeli Jews and Jews 
abroad are at odds, wheth-
er it’s about Donald Trump 
or matters of religion 
and state. Just last week, 
Diaspora Jewry seemed to 
have this in mind when 
it handed Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu a 
stinging defeat in choos-
ing a new chairman for the 
Jewish Agency.

For those who 
are unfamiliar 
with the organi-
zation (a lot of 

Israelis would be hard-pressed to tell 
you exactly what it does these days), it 
was the governing body of the pre-state 
Palestinian Jewish community. Once the 
British were gone and there was a state 
led by a government and a Knesset, its 
chief job was to oversee the ingathering 

of the exiles – which in the country’s first 
wobbly and austere decades was a major 
and dead-serious endeavor.

More recently, with aliyah nothing like 
it used to be and a government ministry 
firmly in charge of immigrant absorption, 
the Jewish Agency became Israel’s bridge 
to the Diaspora – pushing aliya, but more 
importantly seeking to keep the spark 
of Zionism (not to mention Judaism) 
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“The leaves of cannabis make one 
happy,” wrote David ben Solomon ibn 
Abi Zimra, the chief rabbi of Cairo in the 
16th century. 

Cannabis leaves may have made 
Cairo Jews happy 500 or so years ago, 
but what do they do for the Jews of 2018 
in Massachusetts where, as of July 1, rec-
reational use is legal?

“I love it,” said a Jewish college stu-
dent from Swampscott. “It’s made such a 
positive difference in my life. My anxiety 
has completely gone away. It’s made me 
more introspective, and it’s helped me 
understand and come to terms with a lot 
of things. It’s made me feel like things are 
gonna be OK.”

Other Jews feel differently. “It’s scan-
dalous that by referendum we’ve allowed 
something that’s been under-studied 
and whose effects we don’t fully under-
stand,” said Rabbi Benjamin Samuels of 
Newton’s Congregation Shaarei Tefillah. 
Samuels is also a member of the Boston 
Beit Din, a rabbinical court that issues 
rulings based on Jewish law. “There’s 
ample evidence to believe that some 
of the chemical components may be 
detrimental to the brain, especially the 
developing brain.” 

As with any issue, Jews have a lot 
of opinions, and they aren’t afraid to 

voice them. In the case of marijuana 
in Massachusetts, a hot-button topic at 
the intersection of law, medicine, and 
money, Jewish fingerprints are every-
where. They’re prescribing it, selling it, 
investing in it, fighting for it, fighting 
against it, blessing it, declining to bless 
it, and yes, they’re also kicking back and 
smoking it.

The Jewish religion has a long history 
with the plant, and there are numerous 
references to it in ancient and medieval 
texts. The Book of Exodus lists kaneh-

bosm, which translates from Hebrew as 
“sweet cane,” as one of the spices that 
God instructs Moses to use as anointing 
oil. The Torah also lists cannabis as one 
of the best ingredients to “beautify” the 
wick of Shabbat candles. The Mishna 
comments on the mixing of cannabis 
leaves with other plants, forbidding them 
near grape vineyards. And Maimonides, 
the famous medieval rabbi and scholar, 
wrote that “cannabis oil provides benefit 
for cold, earaches, heals chronic illness-
es, and dissolves obstructions.”

Maimonides was just one of many 
Jews who view marijuana as a useful 
medicine. “It’s really helpful at manag-
ing several different systems,” said Dr. 
Ryan Zaklin, an internist in Salem who 
certifies patients to receive medicinal 
marijuana. “It can manage symptoms 
for several conditions, based on gold 
standard studies. Cannabis helps with 
insomnia, anxiety, and depression, and 
it’s been shown to regulate blood sugar.” 
Support among Jews for medicinal mari-
juana is so widespread that the Orthodox 
Union has even blessed many medicinal 
products. 

Zaklin was one of many to point 
out the leading role Israel has taken 
in medicinal marijuana research. “Israel 
is one hundred percent the mecca of 
medical cannabis,” he said. “They’re fur-
thest down the road, and are leading the 
charge of where things are going.” In 
1964, Raphael Mechoulam, a professor at 
Hebrew University, was the first to isolate 
THC, the primary psychoactive ingredi-
ent in cannabis, and CBD, a chemical 
compound responsible for much of its 
therapeutic benefits. Mechoulam’s cru-
cial discoveries helped establish Israel as 
a leader of medicinal marijuana research, 
and Israeli scientists are now research-
ing how it can treat pain in the elderly, 
autism, Alzheimer’s, Crohn’s, cancer, and 
many other debilitating illnesses.

Chai times? Jews debate legalization of recreational pot 

continued on page 4
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BOSTON – Nearly 400 people who 
grew up during the “Golden Age” of 
Boston’s Jewish community in the 
Roxbury, Dorchester, and Mattapan 
neighborhoods gathered at the Boston 
Marriott Quincy on June 23 for the 44th 
Anniversary Reunion of the YMHA-Hecht 
House Alumni Association. 

Most attendees spent their childhoods 
and teen years along a 5-mile stretch 
of Blue Hill Avenue and scores of side 
streets with familiar names like Norfolk, 
Hazleton, Morton, and Woodrow. In its 
heyday, there were some 75,000 Jews 
in the area, mostly children of Eastern 
European immigrants. By the late 1970s, 
the area’s Jewish population dropped to 
under 1,000.

Jim Slovin of Foxborough, reunion ad 
book chair who attended the first event 
in 1973, beamed as old friends filled the 
ballroom. “This might be the only group 
of its kind that’s held together by mem-
ories and friendships formed 60 years 

Hundreds reminisce at 44th reunion 
of Boston’s Jewish community

continued on page 20
David Scheuer and Jim Slovin at the 
YMHA-Hecht House reunion.

Isaac Herzog, left, the new chairman for the Jewish 
Agency, with outgoing chairman Natan Sharansky.

With Herzog, the chickens 
have come home to roost

voice them. In the case of marijuana bosm, which translates from Hebrew as 
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MARBLEHEAD – There was 
a palpable adrenaline coursing 
through the JCC on the morn-
ing of June 25. You could feel 
the antsy energy everywhere. 
High-pitched beeps of mem-
bership cards followed an 
unending stream of people in 
exercise clothing. In the dis-
tance, Zumba instructor James 
D’Ambrosio never stopped 
smiling as he rapidly contorted 
his body to thumping beats. 
About 20 women thumped 
along with him, attempting to 
keep up.

In the front office, someone 
spilled coffee onto the carpet, 
the kind of thing that always 
seems to happen when there 
are a hundred other little fires to 
put out. Was this an omen? You 
could feel people wondering. 
“Wish me luck!” said marketing 
associate Melissa Stern as she 
put on her neon crossing guard 
vest. They’re coming.

It was the first day of Summer 
at the J, and Stern was prepar-
ing to perform crowd control 
on over 400 campers. Karen 
Robinson, director of PR and 
marketing at the JCC, stressed 
newness.

“There’s a brand-new camp 
director, Leah Reich, who’s 
planned so much new fun 
stuff,” she said as she zoomed 
around Community Road, stop-
ping every few steps to beam 
and wave at someone she knew. 
“Camp Simchah has new elec-

tives, and there are new brain-
power camps, like field hockey 
and nutrition.” 

Robinson was referring to 
Simchah’s specialized courses 
that comprise two hours of the 

older campers’ days. According 
to Robinson, a parent survey 
revealed that the brainpower 
camps were their favorite fea-
ture.

At the entry to the Epstein 

Hillel School, campers in bright-
ly colored clothing found their 
teen counselors through the 
signs they were holding.  Some 
flew over to their counselors 
and embraced them with the 
wild abandon of “camp friends,” 
seeing each other for the first 
time in eight months. 

Lyla Feinberg, 7, of Beverly 
was happy because she couldn’t 
wait to take the Mad Scientist 
Brainpower elective. “I really dig 
scientists,” she said. “It’s cool to 
see how things turn out.” Last 
summer, Lyla took the same 
elective, and enjoyed learn-
ing how to make slime, a sticky 
concoction that young kids love 
and their parents … don’t. What 
most excited Lyla was the classic 
camp pastime: swimming. 

“I’m really excited to get real-
ly good at swimming,” she said. 

It was Jake’s first day of 
Kindercamp, and he didn’t care 
who knew it. On the winding, 
downhill slope leading to the 
outdoor pool, in a bright green 
shirt and fedora, he waved an 
informative sign: “Jake’s first day 
of Kindercamp” it boldly pro-
claimed, before letting us know 
his age (4), a few of his favorite 
things (the alphabet, “Sesame 
Street,” swimming, and num-
bers, among others) and his life 
ambition, (“dad.”)

His own dad, Brett Maitland 
of Salem, said that like many 
of his peers, Jake likes to carry 
around these signs, although 
sometimes he is less than forth-
right. “He’s all about the oppo-
site now,” said Maitland. “So on 

the last day of school, [his sign] 
said it was his first day of school. 
On the first day of school, it’ll 
probably say it’s his last day of 
school.” Maitland, who attend-
ed Simchah himself (his moth-
er, Barbara Maitland, taught 
tennis there), is impressed with 
the camp, particularly its inclu-
sion program, which he said 
has benefited Jake.

While clutching his dad’s leg 
with a sheepish grin, Jake said 
he’s excited for camp, and his 
favorite thing to do is play.

Jake was a fitting prelude to 
the air of joyful whimsy that 
pervaded the outdoor pool 
pavilion where Kindercamp 
meets each morning. Michael 
Jackson’s “Don’t Stop ‘Til You 
Get Enough” boomed out of 
speakers, kids showed up in 
full wetsuits (“Their dad insist-
ed,” explained their exasper-
ated mother), and Kindercamp 
director Heather Greenberg 
wore a frilly tutu on her waist 
and a shark’s fin on her head 
(she wasn’t the only one: it was 
Silly Staff Day). Perhaps it was 
a preview for all the animals 
she’s booked for the summer: 
two camels for Israel Day, and 
an alpaca for a petting zoo in 
August. “I’m not kidding,” was 
all she had to add.

It’s not at every camp that 
preschoolers get to ride cam-
els, and that’s what Kate Derr 
of Marblehead likes about the 
camp, where she sends her 
children, Henrik and Beatrice. 
“They make little kids feel like 
big kids,” she said.

The first day of camp

 Kindercamper Jake Maitland introduces himself. 
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BOSTON – In the more than 
three decades since the Vilna 
Shul was rescued as an aban-
doned, condemned building in 
what was once an immigrant 
neighborhood teeming with 
Jewish life, it has been slowly 
transformed into a vibrant 
Jewish community center. Built 
in 1919 for Lithuanian immi-
grants, it attracts thousands of 
people for its cultural programs 
as well as tourists eager to see 
a remaining piece of Boston’s 
immigrant history on Beacon 
Hill.

Now, a $500,000 historic pres-
ervation grant from the City of 
Boston will allow leaders at the 
Vilna Shul, Boston’s Center for 
Jewish Culture, to realize their 
longtime dream to make the his-
toric building accessible to all 
and to restore previously hidden 
murals painted decades ago.

Funding from the Community 
Preservation Act for the ambi-
tious project was approved by 
a unanimous vote of the City 
Council June 21 on the recom-
mendation of Mayor Marty 
Walsh.  

With this award, the Vilna 
has raised more than $3.5 mil-
lion of the $4 million needed 
for its renovation project, which 
will begin this fall, according to 
Barnet Kessel, the Vilna’s execu-
tive director.

The first phase of the project 
will make the multi-story build-
ing fully accessible for those 
with disabilities and the elderly 
and upgrade its HVAC systems. 

“The improvements in reg-
ulating air quality will pave 
the way to restore noteworthy 
murals that were later covered 
over,” said Kessel. The Vilna is 
the only Jewish institution in the 
United States with three layers 
of unique Jewish-themed folk 
art murals painted on top of one 
another. Conservationists have 
uncovered small sections of the 
wall and ceiling murals in the 
second floor sanctuary.

Christine Poff, Boston’s 
Community Preservation 
Director, said the city was thrilled 
to support the Vilna because it 
holds a unique place in Boston’s 
history and architecture. 

“There is no other historic 
Jewish building like it that still 
remains – and for the program-
ming they provide,” she said.

Poff noted that thousands of 
school children visit the build-
ing that offers “a glimpse into a 
time when immigrants, many 
of whom were Jewish, lived on 
Beacon Hill and in the West 
End.”

She compared it to Ellis Island 
and the Tenement Museum 

in New York City as notewor-
thy landmarks of the country’s 
immigrant history.

The restoration is important 
to the history of immigration 
in Boston, according to City 
Councilor Josh Zakim, who rep-
resents Beacon Hill. “It tells a 
story through its walls, artifacts, 
and location,” said Zakim, who 
is Jewish.

“It’s a remarkable thing that 
[the city] was willing to give this 
grant,” said Stanley Moise Smith, 
a Salem resident and member 
emeritus of the Vilna board of 
directors. Preserving historic 
sites takes money, he noted.

Nestled on to the north slope 
of Beacon Hill, the Vilna began 
as Congregation Anshei Vilner, 
a synagogue founded by Jews 
from Vilnius, now the capital 
of Lithuania, and home to over 
100,000 Jews prior to World War 
II.

The building was designed 
by Max Kalman, Boston’s only 
Jewish architect at the time, and 

young men in the community 
helped with construction. 

Decades later, as Jews moved 
away from the area, the building 
was eventually abandoned and 
structurally condemned in the 
mid-1980s. In 1995, a nonprofit 
formed to reclaim the Vilna Shul 
was allowed to purchase the 
building and land. 

Today, as it prepares to cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary in 
2019, it is the last of the area’s 
40 synagogues that remain from 
the period.

Smith’s appreciation of the 
Vilna Shul goes back more than 
40 years when, as the longtime 
director of Historic Boston, he 
led a feasibility study to preserve 

the building’s interior. “There 
was a group that wanted to tear 
down the building to build a 
parking lot,” he recalled.

“The building is a strong 
statement that has a great deal of 
artistic value and reflects Jewish 
heritage and the Orthodox 
Jewish standards of its found-
ers,” he told the Journal.  

“Today, the Vilna Shul attracts 
some 10,000 visitors annu-
ally, including tourists, school 
groups, and thousands who par-
ticipate in its Jewish programs,” 
Kessel said.

Author’s note: Some of the 
material in this article was first 
reported by JTA.org. 

What is an offer to purchase? It is the written 
proposal to a seller to purchase real estate. In order 

for a real estate transaction to be legally enforceable it 
must be in the form of a written contract. A written 
proposal will specify all the terms and conditions of 
the purchase.

After the offer to purchase is drawn up and the buyer signs it, it is 
usually presented to the seller by their real estate agent. If the seller signs as 
is, it will become a binding contract.

It is important that the offer to purchase includes items such as:
•  The address and the legal description of the property
•  The sale price
•  The date of the anticipated sale
•  The amount of earnest money deposit
•  Contingencies: for example, the ability to obtain a mortgage, home 

inspection, and the opportunity for an attorney to review the contract
•  A time limit in which the offer will be good for
Your real estate agent will be able to help you prepare the best offer for 

your circumstances.

PHYLLIS LEVIN
on REAL ESTATE

 INVESTING IN REAL ESTATE

 www.phyllislevin.com phyllislevin@comcast.net (781) 367-8150
 website email cell

JUST CALL AND I’LL DO THE REST
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS
on all aspects of buying or selling real estate

at 781-367-8150

As we all have witnessed over the past decade, 
the real estate industry is very cyclical. What goes 
up, at some point will go down, and vice-versa.  
A downturn can motivate some experienced inves-
tors to take advantage of a golden opportunity and 

acquire property at a good price, with hopes of making a profit in the 
future. The potential for income and tax savings can also make  
investment property attractive.

Whether it’s commercial property, a primary residence, a second 
home or a rental, if you are thinking of investing in real estate, it’s 
important to get professional advice before you buy.

Working with a REALTOR who specializes in investment proper-
ties can simplify the process tremendously. Your REALTOR knows 
all the issues that are involved and can go over your investment goals 
with you to help you select a property that best meets your needs. Your 
REALTOR can’t predict how much a particular property will appreciate, 
but can show you the direction in your market area.

EXPERIENCE IS THE DIFFERENCE.
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS on all aspects  

of buying or selling real estate at 781-367-8150

PHYLLIS LEVIN
on Real estate

INVESTING IN REAL ESTATE

 www.phyllislevin.com phyllislevin@comcast.net (781) 367-8150
 website email cell

Phyllis Levin
CRS    GRI    CBR

the real estate industry is very cyclical. What goes 
up, at some point will go down, and vice-versa. 
the real estate industry is very cyclical. What goes 
up, at some point will go down, and vice-versa. 

Phyllis Levin
CRS   GRI   CBR

Scoop-a-thon
Ice Cream Party

Open House in July!
Come tour with us for our 

Traditional and Specialized 
Assisted Living and make your own 

Ice Cream Sundae!

July 10th  2-4 pm.

201 Captains Row, Chelsea, MA 02150

RSVP by Monday, July 9th to Kristen Donnelly at 
617-887-0826 or kdonnelly@chelseajewish.org

LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI

Catering
by Tevya

Glatt Kosher Meat Available
We Have the Best Deli & Smoked Fish Party Platters

474 Lowell St., Peabody (978-535-6449) (FAX 978-535-6816)
Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Mass.
Visit our website: www.levineskoshermkt.com

VACATION TIME
Thursday, July 5 – Sunday, July 15

We will reopen on Monday, July 16

COMMUNITY NEWS  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JULY 5, 2018 3

Beacon Hill’s historic Vilna Shul gets $500,000 boost from City of Boston

Interior of the Vilna Shul’s sanctuary, on the upper floor of the his-
toric building.

Courtesy Vilna Shul, Boston’s Center for Jewish Culture
The Vilna Shul, Boston’s Center for Jewish Culture, is located at 18 
Phillips St., on the north slope of Beacon Hill.

The building is a strong 
statement that has a 
great deal of artistic 

value and reflects 
Jewish heritage and 
the Orthodox Jewish 

standards of its 
founders. 

      – Stanley Moise Smith



Since marijuana is a plant, it 
is technically kosher. “Just like 
broccoli or carrots, it wouldn’t 
require kosher supervision,” 
explained Rabbi Michael 
Ragozin of Congregation Shirat 
Hayam in Swampscott. However, 
broccoli, carrots, and canna-
bis would all lose their kosher 

certification if non-kosher bugs 
or additives interfere with the 
growing process. Kashrut is also 
dependent on the status of the 
civil law, so if marijuana is ille-
gal, then it is not kosher. 

Even if it’s technically legal, 
and therefore kosher, support 
among Orthodox rabbis for rec-
reational cannabis is limited. 
Many still refer to a letter writ-
ten in 1973 by Rabbi Moshe 
Feinstein, a leading scholar 
of the 20th century. Feinstein 
wrote that a man using canna-
bis violates the Torah because it 
“destroys his mind, and prevents 
him from understanding things 
properly.” Feinstein argued that 
its use contradicts the mitzvah 
of taking care of one’s physical 
and mental health. According 
to the Talmud, one should only 
pray with a clear head, and 
Feinstein believed marijuana 
would prevent that. 

Still, Rabbi Sruli Baron, direc-
tor of Tobin Bridge Chabad in 
Everett, doubts that Orthodox 

Judaism will unequivocally 
forbid recreational marijua-
na usage. “Moderation is key 
whenever indulging in any 
mind-altering activity,” said 
Baron. “Any substance, or dos-
age of a substance, that causes 
you to lose control is contrary to 
Jewish law.” 

More secular Jews, however, 
are enthusiastic proponents, 
and have spent their careers 
fighting for legalization. A 
strain of marijuana is named 
after Jewish activist Jack Herer, 
and the Drug Policy Alliance, 
one of the foremost pro-legal-
ization organizations in the 
country, was established by 
Ethan Nadelmann, who is the 
son of a rabbi. Steve Epstein, a 
Georgetown attorney, founded 
the Massachusetts Cannabis 
Reform Coalition, which has 
fought for legalization since 
1990. With recreational use 
finally legal, Epstein is less than 
pleased with the way the law 
has turned out. 

“It’s a legal haze – nobody 
knows what they’re doing,” 
he said, explaining why even 
though recreational marijuana 
has been legal since July 1, there 
won’t be any retailers for a long 
time. “They submitted to peer 
pressure – they copied what 
other states have done. They 
should’ve learned from other 
states that if you’re going to 
require testing, you need test-
ing labs, but they don’t have the 
testing labs up and licensed. It’s 
just going to be a mess.” 

This might come as a dis-
appointment to 
Greater Boston 
Jews who looked 
forward to the 
convenience rec-
reational retailers 
will bring. “I’ve 
lived in states 
where it’s legal 
and states where 
it’s illegal,” said 
one user who 
grew up in Swampscott. “It 
goes from buying from some 
guy to becoming a part of the 
daily routine, like, ‘I gotta get 
milk, pick up my skirt at the 
dry cleaner, and go get two pre-
rolled joints.’” 

Some Jews, like Epstein, 
believe that legalization will 
correct the unfair treatment 
of minorities, who have been 
arrested at a much higher rate 
for possession than their white 
counterparts. “In Lynn and 
Lawrence, people have way 
less than an ounce, and they’re 
being charged,” said Epstein. 

One Jewish user from 
Swampscott compared smoking 
a joint at the end of the day to 

relaxing with a glass of red wine. 
It begged the question: Will can-
nabis ever have a place at syna-
gogues on the North Shore?

In Berkeley, Calif., and 
Denver, Jews recently hosted 
Seders and Shabbat meals with 
cannabis-laced matzah ball 
soup and challah. Could that 
ever happen here? Not in the 
near future, say area rabbis. 

“I don’t anticipate a program 
that includes the use of can-
nabis, even legal,” said Rabbi 
David Meyer of Temple Emanu-
El in Marblehead. “As opposed 

to wine and even 
spirits, which are 
used regularly 
in Jewish obser-
vance and cele-
bration, they can 
be utilized with-
out the express 
intent of having 
a mind-alter-
ing experience, 
whereas when it 

comes to cannabis, that is the 
intent, and I don’t see that as a 
positive.”

“Legalization is not enough, 
and it would have to be con-
doned by the presiding rabbi,” 
said Rabbi Baron. “Even wine is 
trending in the other direction. 
With the awareness of the dan-
gers of substance abuse, people 
are focusing inwards and look-
ing for enlightenment indepen-
dent of the use of substances.” 

Still, some think it might 
happen. “We’ve already moved 
forward so quickly,” said a 
Swampscott native. “I really 
wouldn’t recommend it on Yom 
Kippur, though. You’d get ten 
times hungrier.” 

Ryan Zaklin, MD, MA
Call 978-998-0010 or visit  

www.RyanZaklinMD.com  
to schedule an appointment today.

Our thoughtful and guided approach includes Cannabis Therapeutics  

and Medical Marijuana Certification. Utilizing personalized 

treatment protocols, product recommendations, and 

ongoing patient support, our team can help you  

achieve optimal wellness. 

Integrative Medicine  
and Cannabis Therapeutics

Integrative Medicine  
and Cannabis Therapeutics
A natural & holistic way to heal the mind, body, and spirit ...A natural & holistic way to heal the mind, body, and spirit ...
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Legalization
from page 1

Dr. Ryan Zaklin

Rabbi Benjamin Samuels

“Cannabis oil  
provides benefit for 
cold, earaches, heals 
chronic illnesses, and 

dissolves obstructions.” 
– Maimonides

Raphael Mechoulam, a professor at Hebrew University, was the first 
to isolate THC, the primary psychoactive ingredient in cannabis.
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We’re starting a Q&A feature where we check in with millennials from the area  
about their lives and their evolving Jewish identities. For our first edition, we  

spoke to Mikayla Bean, who grew up in Marblehead, and recently moved to Los Angeles  
to get her master’s degree in journalism from the University of Southern California.

Name: Mikayla Bean

Age: 24
Hometown: Marblehead
Alma mater: Marblehead High School 
’12, Franklin & Marshall College ’16, enter-
ing University of Southern California

Favorite food: Korean barbecue

Favorite music: Indie pop, alterna-
tive rock, and what I refer to as “dad rock.” 
(the Eagles, Journey, etc.)

Favorite movies: I’m not a huge 
movie person – growing up, my favorite 
movie was “The Incredibles.”

Favorite TV shows: “Games of 
Thrones,” “Queer Eye.” I’ve recently been 
obsessed with murder documentaries.

Favorite travel destination: 
Seoul, South Korea. I absolutely love East 
Asia. I’m hoping to go to Vietnam.

Millennials The

What is your Jewish background?
[My sister and I] were raised Conservative. We went to 

Hebrew school every week, I went to Camp Pembroke, and I 
was bat mitzvahed. We used to go to temple all the time, but I 
started to grow away from it when I was in high school. Now 
that I’m on my own, it’s something I’m coming back to. 

How so?
I feel more connected to the cultural aspects of Judaism. 

I’m more of an atheist, which is part of the reason I separated 
myself from the religion for a long time – I was having a hard 
time justifying calling myself Jewish when I didn’t believe in 
the religious elements. 

The community and the family is so sacred, though, and 
it’s something some of my non-Jewish friends don’t have, so 
I’ve started to seek out that community more on my own, 
away from places like Marblehead where it was just handed 
to me. I realized that I miss it a lot – there’s certain traditions 
and pieces of the culture that I don’t find out there, and that’s 
been an interesting realization.

When I first moved to DC, I started hosting a Passover din-
ner for my friends, most of whom aren’t Jewish. I cook them 
traditional foods, like a seder, or latkes from scratch. It’s fun to 
see other people experience Judaism for the first time. When 
I cooked latkes, all my friends in LA begged me for more. It’s 
fun to be able to show people things I took for granted.

Will you raise your kids Jewish?
I don’t want kids. 

Interesting.
I love children, I love being around them, and my sister 

wants to have kids and I can’t wait for that. But it’s never 
something I pictured for myself. Friends growing up would 
talk about, “when I’m pregnant” and it was just never some-
thing I wanted. There’s a lot of pressure to have kids for 
people who wouldn’t necessarily be the best parents, and 

that’s a huge disservice to the kids. You have to really want it. 
Kids are so expensive, especially now. If you’re not wealthy 
and you start having a lot of kids, you can be in big trouble. 
Childcare is super inaccessible, there’s no guaranteed mater-
nity or paternity leave. 

Now more people are comfortable making that choice. It 
seems more and more people are saying this isn’t my job and 
this isn’t something I need to do to have a good life. Being gay 
also throws a huge wrench in it. It’s a massive expense to even 
get pregnant, and there’s still a lot of states where I couldn’t 
adopt, and there’s a lot of discrimination. It adds a whole new 
level of stress

How was that journey for you?
I had a strange journey. Most of my friends knew before I 

knew. I had been in long-term relationships with men. It was 
one of those things where when I came out my friends were 
like, yeah, obviously. But it wasn’t something I let myself con-
sider until I graduated college. Most of my friends are part of 
the LGBT community and are supportive. 

What’s your career path been  
and where is it headed?

I was in DC doing healthcare consulting and hated it. I 
moved to DC because I wanted to get into politics, but then 
the election happened and I didn’t want to get into politics. 
Once I realized I didn’t want to work in the government, I 
started to gravitate towards writing a more nuanced perspec-
tive of it. Now I’m going into journalism and focusing on 
investigative journalism and digital media – I want to be able 
to create positive and substantive change through educating 
people in this new world. My focus is women’s and LGBTQ 
rights, and that’s one of the reasons I’m going into investiga-
tive journalism – a lot of stories from people in marginalized 
communities that people have never heard. I’m looking for 
ways to share stories with people. 
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NEWTON – Third grade stu-
dents at Solomon Schechter Day 
School in Newton have known 
the traditional way to write the 
Hebrew letter aleph for a long 
time now, but they recently 
learned two new methods. The 
first way is to take the right 
hand, clench in all fingers except 
for the thumb, and extend the 
thumb sideways, almost as if 
you’re hitchhiking. The second 
is to take a sheet of embossed 
paper, print out two vertical col-
umns of three dots, and elevate 
the dot on the upper left corner 
so that it can be touched.

These are the representations 
of aleph in Israeli Sign Language 
and Hebrew Braille, respec-
tively. Schechter students, like 
students in the third grades of 
several other Jewish day schools 
in the area, learned them dur-
ing a unit on visual and hearing 
impairment with Ambassadors 
for Inclusion, an educational 
program for students on dis-

abilities run by Gateways. Gary 
Alpert, who facilitates the pro-
gram to students in kindergarten 
through twelfth grade, always 
finds a Jewish angle. “Whether 
it’s a text or not, we always try 
to incorporate a Jewish perspec-
tive,” said Alpert. In the unit on 
blindness and deafness, in addi-
tion to showing students Israeli 
sign language and braille, Alpert 
highlighted a line in Leviticus: 
“You must not curse the deaf or 
place a stumbling block before 
the blind.” 

That’s in keeping with the 
mission of Gateways, a Newton-
based organization that pro-
vides a wide range of services 
to help people of different abili-
ties lead successful Jewish lives. 
Part of that mission includes 
educating Jewish children early 
and often with age-appropriate 
curricula on different types of 
disabilities, the challenges they 
present, and ultimately, how to 
accommodate and celebrate 
them. “There may not be a child 
in the classroom who’s deaf,” 
explained Alpert. “But in the 
real world, they’re going to meet 
them. The goal is to demystify 
and destigmatize differences.” 

The Ambassadors program 
was started five years ago, and 
at the time, it only reached one 
grade in one school. Generous 
grants from the Ruderman 
Family Foundation helped sup-
port the initial creation of the 
program, and its expansion to 
reach kindergarten through 12th 
grade in many Jewish schools 
and congregations. In addition 
to the Boston area, there are 
now programs in Connecticut, 

New York, and Washington, D.C. 
Next year, it will be in schools in 
Chicago.

Alpert partners with educa-
tors and other disability rights 
organizations to create one and 
two-hour long classes that run 
once, twice, or three times per 
school year, 
depending on 
the grade. In 
k i n d e r g a r t e n 
through second 
grade, students 
read a Russian 
story about a 
deaf candle 
maker, and 
develop ideas 
to help a hear-
i n g - i m p a i re d 
person answer the door when 
someone knocks or rings the 
doorbell. In third through fifth 
grade, students learn about 
blindness, learning disabilities, 
and intellectual disabilities, and 
interact with guest speakers with 

disabilities they’ve studied. The 
curriculum for sixth through 
eighth grade has varied by year, 
but most recently, it featured a 
guest speaker with bipolar dis-
order. For its high school curric-
ulum, Ambassadors partnered 
with Irving Improv, an educa-

tional improv 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
to lead improv 
workshops high-
lighting mental 
health issues.

In some 
instances, stu-
dents who have 
participated in 
the course have 
worked with 
A m b a s s a d o r s 

to educate their peers about 
their own disabilities.  Aviva 
Volpi, a seventh grader at 
Jewish Community Day School 
in Watertown, has a neuro-
muscular disorder called mul-
timinicore disease. She saw 

many guest speakers talk about 
their own experiences, and felt 
inspired to share her own. She’s 
now given a few talks to her 
classmates about her disability 
and how it affects her life. “It was 
something I wanted the world 
to know,” she said. “I was very 
proud when I presented to the 
whole school. I think it really 
opened peoples’ eyes.”

Students and educators 
alike have appreciated the 
Ambassadors program. Abby 
Goldstein, who is going into 
seventh grade at the Solomon 
Schechter Day School in Newton, 
feels the program has helped 
her empathize with members 
of her family who are on the 
autism spectrum. “It helped me 
picture myself in their shoes and 
appreciate what comes easily to 
me that others can’t do,” she 
said. David Saltzman, the princi-
pal of Maimonides Elementary 
School in Brookline believes 
that the program will help his 
students learn to treat everyone 
with compassion. “We hope that 
over time, with multiple lessons 
about various disabilities and 
meeting people with those chal-
lenges and experiencing some of 
the difficulties they face, our stu-
dents will develop sensitivities 
and feel comfortable inferfacing 
with all human beings,” he said.

Alpert feels the excitement 
when he walks through the halls 
of the schools. “There’s a slow 
spark here,” he said. “There’s 
nothing like that feeling of walk-
ing through school and seeing 
students say, ‘Gary! Gary! When 
are you coming back? Who’s the 
guest speaker?’” 

Students at Striar Hebrew 
Academy of Sharon learn from a 
guest speaker.

Jewish students learning to become ‘Ambassadors for Inclusion’

Third graders at Maimonides use a braille machine.

“There may not be a 
child in the classroom 
who’s deaf, but in the 

real world, they’re going 
to meet them. The goal 

is to demystify and 
destigmatize differences.”
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LYNN – When you walk into 
the foyer of a grand Victorian 
house in Lynn’s Diamond 
District, you’ll immediately see 
a gleaming, golden lion with 
cascading tufts of red, gold, and 
orange framing its face. Closer 
inspection reveals that the 
winding shards that compose 
the lion’s mane are not paint, 
but layer upon layer of carefully 
cut pieces of travertine and col-
ored glass. 

Standing next to the lion 
with flowing red hair is a small 
woman with flowing red hair. 
She is Eleanor Fisher, an artist 
who pioneered the glass-shard 
painting technique that gives 
an incandescent shine to the 
countless paintings that fill her 
home from top to bottom.

Five years ago, Fisher had a 
strange dream that convinced 
her to use glass. “I dreamt 
I saw all the artists I’d copied 
and studied, like Monet and 
Gauguin, and they all said, ‘You 
have learned enough. Now go 
smash glass and we will guide 
you.’” The next morning, Fisher 
found an empty bottle of wine, 
gave it a good rinse, and then 
took out a mallet and smashed 
it. 

Since that first fateful thwack, 
iridescent shards of glass glim-
mer everywhere in Fisher’s 
house. They form the skin of 
frogs, the scales of fish, the 
waves of the ocean, and the rays 
of the sun. Actual pebbles and 
seashells dot the ocean floors of 
Fisher’s series of Garden Under 
the Sea paintings. Crushed up 
flower petals spray-painted gold 
adorn the head of a goddess 
dressed in a Technicolor dream 
coat. The chain of a long, gold 

necklace lines a horse’s mane. 
The stars of the nighttime sky 
in “Genesis,” which is Fisher’s 
interpretation of the story of 
creation, are pearls and red 
rubies.

Fisher grew up in the 
Brickyard neighborhood of West 
Lynn in a reli-
gious Jewish fam-
ily that sent her 
to Hebrew school 
four days a week. 
She still says the 
Shema every 
night before she 
goes to sleep. 

“I’m proud 
to be a Jew,” she 
said while point-
ing to a lone 
Jewish star on a small piece of 
glass attached to the door of her 
studio. Fisher found the tiny, 
stand-alone piece in a larger 
box of glass she got from a dis-
tributor in Peabody. She imme-
diately placed it on the hinge 
of the door to her studio, and 
kisses it every time she walks in 
and out of the room where she 

creates her work. 
Her parents, like all the other 

parents in the neighborhood, 
stressed education above every-
thing else. “My father said one 
thing I’ll never forget when I 
was a girl,” she said. “He said, 
‘Princess, get a good educa-

tion, and you can 
do anything you 
want in life.’ I 
believe education 
comes in many 
forms.” 

Fisher’s edu-
cational jour-
ney took her on 
a long, wind-
ing road to self-
discovery. First, 
she studied the-

ater, and eventually, theater 
morphed into drama therapy, 
which morphed into a career as 
a psychotherapist. 

Over the years, Fisher helped 
coach creative people to realize 
their talents, which was often 
difficult to do in a society that 
she feels discourages creativity. 

“Everyone has inborn creativ-

ity of some sort, but our society 
does not help them develop it,” 
she said. “So I start off by saying 
that you can do so much more 
than you think you can. And I’m 
gonna give you a gift. I say, ‘I am 
your fairy godmother, and I give 
you the gift of approval.’ You 
don’t need anyone else’s mis-
takes.” 

Like her patients, Fisher also 
received a command to create. 
In 1991, she began having trou-
ble speaking and walking. She 
started to put unusual emphasis 
on letters so she’d be able to say 
them, and needed to put her 
hands on chairs so she wouldn’t 
fall down. 

After consulting with a doc-
tor, she learned that she had a 
brain tumor the size of a fist, 
and would need surgery. As she 
healed, she received a message. 
“After that, once a day for six 
weeks at different times, I heard 
the word ‘paint!’” said Fisher. “I 
said, leave me alone!” Finally, 
she caved in, went to an art 
store, and ordered the six big-
gest canvasses they had. 

Hundreds of paintings later, 
Fisher still is hard at work. In 
her light-filled studio on the top 
floor that overlooks the ocean, 
she uses a special cutter to clip 
the edges off a long, curving 
purple shard of glass. She takes 
the newly cut piece and samples 
it on different parts of her new-
est work, a Victorian woman 
in a long mauve dress holding 
an umbrella. It doesn’t work at 
the bottom of the dress, nor at 
the top. “Perhaps I’ll use it as a 
feather in the hat,” she muses 
for a second before putting 
the shard down and walking to 
another corner of the room.

She comes back with a large 
bowl. “I forgot I could use my 
crystals,” she said. 

Jewish artist turns pieces of glass into works of art

Eleanor Fisher at home next to one of her glass shard paintings. 

“You can do so much 
more than you think 

you can. And I’m 
gonna give you a 

gift. I say, ‘I am your 
fairy godmother, and 
I give you the gift of 

approval.’ ”

Hadassah 
Northeast to 
hold Israel 
forums

Hadassah Northeast presents 
“Standing with Israel in 2018: 
Challenges and Opportunities,” 
a series of discussions about 
Israel.

In a time where there have 
been many false and mislead-
ing news reports and groups 
against Israel, please join us to 
learn the facts about Israel, how 
to advocate for Israel, and how 
to use social media to influ-
ence the narrative about Israel. 
Panelists include representa-
tives from StandWithUs, the 
Israel Advocacy Alliance and the 
Israeli American Council. 

The first program will be 
held on Wednesday, July 25 at 
1 p.m. at the Plymouth Public 
Library in Plymouth. There will 
also be programs on Thursday, 
September 6 at 7 p.m. at Temple 
Emanuel in Andover and on 
Thursday, September 27 at 7 
p.m. at the Jewish Community 
Center in Marblehead.

Future programs will be 
held in Springfield, Brookline, 
Worcester, and Providence.  

The program is open to the 
public.  To register in advance, 
visit www.hadassah.org/events/
hnezionism or email hne@
hadassah.org. 
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This week, Israeli lawmakers decided that 
they would no longer indirectly support 
Palestinian terrorism against Israelis. 

Knesset members voted to withhold over $2 bil-
lion in tax transfers to the Palestinian Authority 
– the political entity that oversees the West Bank. 

The move comes two months after Congress 
passed a similar bill, the Taylor Force Act, named 
after Eagle Scout and West Point graduate Taylor 
Force, who served in Iraq and Afghanistan 
before enrolling in Vanderbilt’s MBA program. 
In March, 2016, Force was stabbed to death by a 
Palestinian terrorist in Tel Aviv. His murderer was 
killed but the Palestinian Authority rewarded the 
killer’s family with a pension. 

Rewarding terrorists and their families has 
been a popular public policy set in place by the 
Palestinian Authority. In this year’s $5.2 billion 
budget, the Palestinian Authority allocated $360 
million to its Prisoners and Martyr’s fund. The 
“Pay to Slay” policy is lucrative for convicted 
Palestinian terrorists and their families. The ter-
rorists or their surviving families can receive 
over $3,000 a month – or more than the annual 
salary of most Palestinian government workers. 
According to the Israeli government, some ter-

rorists will earn almost $3 million while in jail 
for their deadly actions. 

A year ago, Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas described the payments as 
a “social responsibility to look after innocent 
people,” and called the terrorists “victims of the 
occupation.”

This policy dovetails with a larger ideology 
that was set in place decades ago in schools, in 
media and in mass rallies. It is an ideology that 
teaches children that Palestinians will never rec-
ognize Israel as a sovereign country; that Jews 
have historical connection to Jerusalem or the 
rest of the Holy Land; that the Western Wall and 
Jewish temples are part of a fabricated history; 
that Jews are the descendants of apes and pigs. 

Even with the restrictions on funding jailed 
terrorists, or their families, it is unclear if the 
Palestinian Authority will change its policy of 
rewarding terrorists and their families. Still, the 
decision by Israel and the US to end the indi-
rect subsidies to terrorists should send a mes-
sage that the Palestinian Authority’s two major 
patrons – Israel and the US – will no longer toler-
ate a policy that encourages murder and rewards 
terrorists. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome. Letters must be signed and include your name, 
address and telephone number for verification purposes. Letters are limited to 300 words. 

Submissions are subject to editing for accuracy. Email submissions to:  
editor@jewishjournal.org, subject LETTERS.

Steven A. Rosenberg
PUBLISHER/EDITOR
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Israel, US send message to the Palestinians: 
Stop rewarding terrorism 

By Nadav Shragai 
JNS.ORG

Israel has thwarted plenty of 
planned terrorist attacks that 
were cooked up on Turkish 

soil, but it is either apathetic 
about or unable to put an end 
to the flow of Turkish funds into 
East Jerusalem.

That funding has one pur-
pose: Turkey wants to re-estab-
lish its grip on and control 
over Jerusalem and the Temple 
Mount. The Turkish cultural 
and nationalist awakening in 
Israel’s capital, strongly felt by 
the residents of East Jerusalem, 
is backed by Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who as 
we know sees himself as a patron 
of the Muslim Brotherhood, the 
man behind the resurgence of 
the Ottoman Empire and the 

father of an Ottoman caliph-
ate that will one day return to 
Jerusalem.

Erdogan’s partners in 
Jerusalem are members of the 
outlawed Northern Branch of 
the Islamic Movement, who 
delegitimize Israel, and the for-
mer mufti of Jerusalem and cur-
rent main preacher at Al-Aqsa 
mosque, Sheikh Ekrima Sabri, 

one of the most radical Muslim 
religious figures.

A year ago, the Israel Hayom 
newspaper ran an in-depth 
probe into the activity of the 
Istanbul-based Our Heritage 
Foundation in Jerusalem. Since 
then, more Turkish money 
has been sent to 
the capital. The 
group is headed 
by Mahmoud 
Demergi, and its 
mission is to pre-
serve and renew 
the Ottoman lega-
cy in “Al-Quds.” In 
public comments, 
Demergi has 
detailed the extent 
of his group’s 
work, explaining that $40 mil-
lion had been spent refurbish-
ing 46 mosques and 70 apart-
ments, and refurnishing apart-
ments near the Temple Mount 
compound. Demergi’s group 
receives support from another 
Turkish quasi-governmental 

organization, TIKA, which also 
operates in Jerusalem. Since 
2011, TIKA has been under the 
leadership of Dr. Serdar Cam, 
Erdogan’s former chief of staff.

The focus of Turkey’s activity 
in East Jerusalem is the Temple 
Mount. Turkey has its eyes fixed 

on the Temple 
Mount and fun-
nels funds to the 
holy site. It wants 
to purchase influ-
ence and stature 
there, which is why 
it has been oper-
ating demonstra-
tions by Turkish 
“tourists” in recent 
years.

Turkey’s cooper-
ation with Muslim Brotherhood 
officials in Jerusalem has won 
it a lot of admiration in East 
Jerusalem. Turkish flags wave 
from storefronts, on roofs, and 
on the Temple Mount plaza. 
Turkish culture, language, 

Turkey’s target: The Temple Mount

Palestinians have embraced Turkey’s nationalist message in East 
Jerusalem. 

That funding has 
one purpose: Turkey 
wants to re-establish 

its grip on and control 
over Jerusalem and 
the Temple Mount.

continued on page 17

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Re: “Shriber’s Jewish music is 
growing by leaps and bounds” 
(Journal, June 21), I have known 
Josh and his family now for 
several years, and am no lon-
ger surprised by his continued 
successes and achievements! 
Beyond being an amazing 
musician, his energy, enthusi-
asm, and ability to encourage, 
entertain, and teach children 
is boundless! I count myself 
blessed to know this man and 
will be eternally grateful for the 
support and assistance he has 
shown my son (a fellow musi-
cian) over the years. These 
accolades could not bestowed 
on a nicer human being!

Laura Kopanski
Via email

Praise for Shriber
The major thrust of Councilor 

Josh Zakim’s plans to make 
voting easier may not be wise 
(“Democrats Endorse Zakim for 
Top State Post,” Jewish Journal, 
June 7, 2018).

Both my synagogue and my 
union add registration fees for 
some of their programs, which 
are not necessarily needed 
financially and are not meant 
to exclude. Their idea is to 
encourage participation: when 
people pay for an event, they 
are less likely to be no-shows. 
Obviously we can’t charge a fee 
in the voting process, but by 

making registration to vote too 
easy, some may be less invest-
ed in the process and thus less 
likely to actually cast ballots. 
Personally I remember the pride 
I felt registering to vote on my 
18th birthday, with the next 
election almost a year away but 
knowing I’d be able to vote then 
and always. I’ve never failed to 
vote since.

Other jurisdictions may have 
tried some of Zakim’s ideas. 
Before voting for him, we should 
see some of their results.

David A. Sherman
Needham

Zakim’s plan may cause fewer people to vote



Simcha Bunim of Peshischa, a 
Hasidic rebbe of 19th-century 
Poland, once asked why redemp-

tion arrived for the Children of Israel at 
the precise moment when it did. Why 
were the slaves not liberated a genera-
tion earlier or a generation later? His 
answer was that that God realized that 
the people no longer felt the sting of their 
suffering and no longer saw it as remark-
able. Accustomed only to pain, they felt 
that brutality was the natural way of the 
world. And this, God tells Moses, is the 
most dangerous of all possible situations. 
This was the moment when God could 
wait no longer, and so God sends a mes-
senger to get the people out, taking them 
on a journey from Africa to Israel, a small, 
battered family of refugees looking for a 
better life elsewhere. 

As 21st-century American Jews we are 
living through a moment very much like 
the one that Simcha Bunem imagined, 
a moment when brutality has become 
normalized to such an extent that a mere 
seventy-five years after the liberation of 
Auschwitz we find ourselves living com-
fortably in a country in which parents 
hear from government agents that their 
children are going to take a bath, only to 
discover that their children do not return.

And if our tradition is coming to tell 
us one thing it is coming to tell us, in no 
uncertain terms, that the brutality being 
perpetrated at our borders is not nor-
mal. Half a century ago, Rabbi Abraham 
Joshua Heschel said, “I would say about 
individuals, an individual dies when he 
ceases to be surprised. I am surprised 
every morning that I see the sunshine 
again. When I see an act of evil, I’m not 
accommodated. I don’t accommodate 
myself to the violence that goes on every-
where; I’m still surprised. That’s why I’m 
against it, why I can hope against it. We 
must learn how to be surprised. Not to 
adjust ourselves. I am the most mal-
adjusted person in society.” His words, 

unfortunately, remain urgently relevant. 
Throughout history, pious Jews have 

adopted a wide range of political pos-
tures according to their priorities and 
their consciences, as, indeed, one would 
expect from the inheritors of a tradi-
tion as broad-minded 
and as multivalent as 
ours. May it always be 
so. But as the heirs of 
Abraham and Sara, of 
Moses and Miriam, of 
Hillel and Akiva, there 
are times when we are 
called to look beyond 
politics and, in our 
capacity as a light unto 
the nations, speak and 
enact higher and deeper 
truths. When it comes to 
our practice of separat-
ing immigrant families 
– and holding children 
hostage as we fumble 
through our own political machinations 
– we must speak clearly and without 
equivocation. This is a grave moral sin, 
one that runs counter to the values we 
hold dear, both as Jews and as Americans. 
We must not only know better – we must 
be better. And while we are hopeful that 
the recent executive order allowing fami-
lies to remain together as they navigate 

the labyrinthine process of seeking asy-
lum will alleviate some pain, we con-
tinue to mourn for those families that 
have already been torn apart. And we 
commit ourselves to continued vigilance, 
knowing full well, particularly in light 

of Jewish history, that if 
it happens once it can 
certainly happen again.

Judaism by no means 
advocates a world that 
is border-free. In fact, 
the Tanakh describes 
the specific boundar-
ies of the Land of Israel 
in great detail, both 
with respect to the far 
reaches of the Land 
itself and with respect 
to the parcels belonging 
to the various Israelite 
tribes. And yet, in the 
context of the Tanakh’s 
concern with boundar-

ies, we must never lose sight of why 
the Torah delineates borders in the first 
place. Consider a famous passage from 
Deuteronomy, which commands us as 
follows: “Do not return a slave to his 
master who has sought refuge with you 
from his master. He shall live with you 
in a place where you choose, in one of 
your gates for his own benefit. Do not 

oppress him.” (23:16-17) Commenting 
on this verse, Rashi, the great medieval 
exegete, offers an important gloss. “This 
refers even to a non-Jewish slave, who 
fled from his Jewish master, from outside 
the Land of Israel to the Land of Israel.” In 
the context of a tradition that, for better 
and for worse, is very often focused on 
the primacy of tribe and kin, this com-
ment is startlingly radical. The quintes-
sential outsider – the non-Jewish slave 
who, according to Biblical law, does not 
go free even in the jubilee year – must 
never be restored to her abusive master, 
even when her master is one of us. When 
she reaches our lands we are to lighten 
her burden and grant her peace. When it 
comes to borders, the message is clear: 
whoever you are, and wherever you come 
from, if you are running from danger, 
if you are fleeing from the presence of 
those who would cut you down, arriving 
in God’s country means that you are safe 
at last. The borders of a holy land are not 
walls, but thresholds. They are erected 
not to keep the others out; rather, they 
are established specifically in order to 
welcome others in, to offer them shelter 
from the storms raging beyond. This is a 
message that we Jews must carry with us 
always, sharing with the world wherever 
we go. 

Indeed, for most of our history, we 
Jews have been crossing borders, some-
times legally and sometimes illegally, 
sometimes of our own free will, but most-
ly as frightened refugees, looking only for 
somewhere to rest and hang our hats, 
until we’re forced to leave again. We are 
Hebrews in the truest sense of that eter-
nal and sacred word, which comes from 
an ancient root that means “to cross a 
river.” As Jews it is our destiny, and our 
sacred mission, to enforce a new kind of 
border, a border than ensures safety and 
dignity for all those who have the cour-
age and the good fortune to step over. 
We therefore call upon all of our leaders 
to act now. We call upon the president, 
members of Congress, senators and all 
who enforce the law to put aside politics 
in favor of compassionate and visionary 
governance. This is the promise of Zion 
and it was once the promise of America. 
May we never forget.
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alive out there with emissaries 
and programming, both local-
ly based and in Israel. This is 
important work, of course, but 
it has nothing of the budget it 
used to and has become a land-
ing place for Israeli politicians 
who conclude that they have no 
chance of becoming prime min-
ister.

The outgoing chairman is 
Natan Sharansky, perhaps the 
most famous refusenik and one 
of the most admired and respect-
ed Jews in the world. In the 1990s, 
he formed a party targeting the 
estimated 1 million people who 
arrived in Israel from the for-
mer Soviet Union after the fall of 
communism. The party surged, 
foundered and then merged with 
the Likud, where he was quickly 
marginalized by far more aggres-
sive pols. He left politics, and 10 
years ago he was elected head of 
the Jewish Agency, acceptable to 
both Netanyahu and the agen-
cy’s Board of Governors, which 
– and this is important – is heav-
ily weighted in favor of Diaspora 
Jews.  

At the end of 2012, Netanyahu 
asked Sharansky to lead efforts 
to find a way to make non-
Orthodox Jews, on the one hand, 
and Orthodox and ultra-Ortho-
dox Jews, on the other, happy at 
the Western Wall, which since 

1967 has become the equivalent 
of an Orthodox synagogue, most 
notably with gender separation. 
The problem is that the major-
ity of Diaspora Jews are not 
Orthodox but maintain a special 
place in their hearts for the Wall. 
The Orthodox and ultra-Ortho-
dox in Israel, though, control the 
Wall and are kingmakers in the 
country’s politics.

The committee that emerged 
came up with a plan to make the 
southernmost part of the Wall – 
which many would never even 
think of as the “Western Wall” 
owing to an interruption by a 
ramp leading up to the Temple 
Mount – a place for pluralis-
tic prayer. What’s more, the area 
would be overseen by a commit-
tee to include representatives of 
the local branches of Reform and 
Conservative Judaism, as well as 
members of Women of the Wall, 
a group that has been agitating 
for women’s rights at the site for 
the past three decades.

The plan was acceptable to 
almost all pluralistic Jews save 
for the most militant, who insist-
ed that the rules for the main 
part of the Wall be changed 
rather than agreeing to a space 
that would literally keep them 
out of sight. Tellingly, the leaders 
of Israel’s ultra-Orthodox par-
ties seemed to have no problem 
with it, and a government deci-
sion to implement the plan was 
announced to great fanfare in 
January 2016.

Then things went south. The 
constituencies of the religious 
parties, for years turning more 
and more extreme, let their rep-
resentatives know how they felt. 
They said that giving in at the 
Wall would lead to compromises 
in other areas of religion and 
state, such as conversion laws 
and control over marriage and 
divorce. The fears were height-
ened by statements from non-
Orthodox streams claiming that 
the deal was tantamount to their 
recognition in Israel, where all 
religious matters are controlled 
by the very territorial Orthodox.

The ultra-Orthodox par-
ties soon turned around and 
demanded that the prime minis-
ter either cancel the plan or risk 
the fall of his bare-majority gov-
ernment. In the end, Netanyahu 
caved, saying the plan had been 
“frozen.”

The whole thing left a bad 
taste in the collective mouth 
of progressive Jewry, especially 
non-Orthodox Zionists in the 
Diaspora who took it to mean 
that they weren’t at all impor-
tant in the eyes of a man who 
thinks of himself as leader of 
the world’s Jews. Even Sharansky 
was disgusted, so with his term 
as chairman coming to a close, it 
was time for payback: the Jewish 
Agency nominating committee 
ignored Netanyahu’s candidate, 
Yuval Steinitz, a lackluster mem-
ber of the Likud whose political 
days are likely numbered, and 

instead turned to Knesset oppo-
sition leader Isaac Herzog.

Only twice since 1977 and 
the end of 29 straight years of 
Labor rule has Herzog’s party 
been able to take back the reins 
of power on its own (meaning 
without a unity government). 
Both times the party was led 
by security hawks: Yitzhak Rabin 
and Ehud Barak, former com-
bat soldiers and IDF chiefs of 
staff. This is probably because 
many voters who are amenable 
to major concessions for peace 
can sleep better knowing there 
is someone at the helm who can 
be tough when times warrant it.

Herzog comes from an illus-
trious family. Although himself 
secular, his grandfather was the 
first Ashkenazi chief rabbi of the 
State of Israel. His father was an 
Israeli general, politician, dip-
lomat and finally president. But 
Isaac himself can only boast of 
a desk job in the IDF as a mid-
level intelligence officer. He has 
a whiny, nasal voice and milque-
toast looks that don’t exactly 
instill a sense of physical securi-
ty. He also has no more charisma 
than Steinitz, and some of his 
critics have likened him in more 
ways than one to a chicken.

Having been defeated as party 
leader just under a year ago by 
an insurgent with absolutely no 
Labor past, yet able to retain 
his post as the official leader of 
the opposition due to a Knesset 
technicality, Herzog was the 

perfect candidate for Diaspora 
Jewish leaders who were deeply 
unhappy with Netanyahu, and 
the Jewish Agency’s Board of 
Governors was unanimous in 
electing him chairman. It was 
the first time in anyone’s memo-
ry that the body went against the 
express wishes of a sitting Israeli 
prime minister.

“We need to do whatever we 
can to unify the Jewish people,” 
Herzog said upon his election. 
“A Jew is a Jew is a Jew, and it 
doesn’t matter what kippa he 
wears or does not wear and what 
stream he belongs to.”

Sharansky made similar 
statements during his tenure. 
The importance now lay not 
so much in the words but in 
the fact that the stage had been 
given to Herzog to say them. So 
instead of looking at the Jewish 
Agency as a place where political 
has-beens are put out to pas-
ture, a similar metaphor can be 
used: it’s where chickens come 
home to roost.

Let’s wait and see where a 
member of the political oppo-
sition can take it in these days 
of Diaspora dissatisfaction with 
Israel’s leadership. But none of 
us should forget that the Jewish 
Agency is the last ecumeni-
cal bridge between Israel and 
Diaspora Jews, and this bridge 
should never be burned.

Lawrence Rifkin is a 
Jerusalem-based journalist. 

Herzog
from page 1

A new kind of border

Jewish refugees flee Vilna during World War II.

Judaism by no means 
advocates a world that is 
border-free … the Tanakh 

describes the specific 
boundaries of the Land of 
Israel in great detail, both 

with respect to the far 
reaches of the Land itself 
and with respect to the 
parcels belonging to the 
various Israelite tribes. 

By Rabbi Benjamin Resnick,  
Rabbi Alison Adler, Rabbi Richard 

Perlman, Rabbi Rim Meirowitz, 
Rabbi David Kudan, Rabbi David J. 
Meyer, Rabbi Michael Ragozin and 

Rabbi Steven Lewis
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Sixty years ago, Leonard 
Bernstein took the stage 
at Carnegie Hall to con-

duct one of his earliest Young 
People’s Concerts, the New York 
Philharmonic Orchestra’s pio-
neering series to introduce clas-
sical music to a new generation. 

The concert on Feb. 28, 1958, 
was just a few weeks after the 
39-year-old maestro assumed 
his new position as music direc-
tor of the world-renowned 
orchestra. He was the first 
Jewish American-born and edu-
cated conductor to lead a major 
American symphony.

“What makes music funny?” 
Bernstein asked his eager audi-
ence. 

He followed with an ironic 
joke about an elephant and a 
mouse.  Humor, even in music, 
needs an element of surprise, 
said Bernstein. “It’s like a bag 
full of tricks coming at you,” and 
always has “something new and 
eye opening,” he said. 

Interspersed with his 
entertaining and enlighten-
ing remarks, Bernstein led the 
orchestra in musical selections 
from Haydn to Gilbert and 
Sullivan, Prokofiev, and Brahms.

Broadcast on national tele-
vision from 1958 to 1972, 

Bernstein’s concerts reached 
beyond the music hall into 
America’s living rooms, attract-
ing a huge and devoted follow-
ing.

For 14 years, Bernstein deliv-
ered a total of 53 live perfor-
mances of the Young People’s 
series. He would later describe 
the concerts as “among my 

favorite, most highly prized 
activities of my life.”   

On Friday, Aug. 10, the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra will fea-
ture a Young People’s Concert at 
Tanglewood, the BSO’s summer 
home in Lenox, known for its 
sprawling lawns and vistas of 
the Berkshire Hills. 

The concert is part of a 
worldwide celebration known as 
Bernstein at 100, marking the 
centennial of his birth on Aug. 
25, 1918, in Lawrence. Bernstein, 
who died in 1990, was the old-
est son of Jewish Ukrainian 
immigrants Jenny and Samuel 
Bernstein.

The Tanglewood season 
boasts a tantalizing array of 
Bernstein-related programs that 
highlight his works for theater 
and film, and a rich range of his 
orchestral compositions.

The homage to Bernstein’s 

signature Young People’s 
Concerts will be hosted by 
Bernstein’s daughter Jamie 
Bernstein and conducted by 
BSO Music Director Andris 
Nelsons. The one-hour program 
includes musician interviews 
and audience participation.

“Bernstein’s long relationship 
with the BSO and Tanglewood 
defines the 50-year arc of his 
musical life,” said Anthony Fogg, 
artistic director of the BSO and 
director of Tanglewood. In the 
summer of 1940, Bernstein was 
in the first class of Berkshire 
Music Center fellows, now the 
Tanglewood Music Festival.  Over 
the next five decades, Bernstein, 
whose flamboyant flair has 
become part of Tanglewood lore, 
remained a devoted teacher in 
the prestigious summer training 
ground. He touched the lives of 
hundreds of young musicians, 

Fogg observed. 
“If you meet any of the fellows 

who were part of the orchestra 
when he conducted them ... they 
remember exactly what they had 
learned from him. He was a pro-
found teacher,” Fogg said.

The link with Bernstein con-
tinues. Stefan Asbury, who stud-
ied with Bernstein in his last 
teaching season, now leads the 
Tanglewood Music Center’s con-
ducting program.

Bernstein fans who can’t 
make it to the Berkshires can 
still enjoy the weekend concerts, 
which will be broadcast live on 
WCRB, 99.5 FM, and hosted by 
Ron Della Chiesa.  

Among the Bernstein-
related programs is the open-
ing weekend production of 
“On the Town,” Bernstein’s first 
Broadway musical, on Saturday, 
July 7. It will feature music by the 
Boston Pops, conducted by Keith 
Lockhart. 

On July 21, BSO flutist 
Elizabeth Rowe will be the solo-
ist for “Halil,” a somber work 
Bernstein wrote in memory 
of Yadin Tanenbaum, a young 
Israeli flute player who was killed 
during the 1973 Yom Kippur War.  

Brian McCreath, longtime 
producer of the live WCRB 
broadcasts,  anticipates a 
“knockout performance” at 
the annual Leonard Bernstein 
Memorial concert on Sunday, 
Aug. 19, by the young musicians 
of the Tanglewood Music Center 
Orchestra. This year’s program, 
conducted by Nelsons with 
Yo-Yo Ma on cello, includes a 
world premiere of “Highwood's 
Ghost” by John Williams. 

For more information on 
Tanglewood’s 2018 season and 
the full schedule of Bernstein- 
related programs, visit bso.org. 
For the live broadcast  schedule 
on WRCB, visit classicalwcrb.org.
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‘Bernstein at 100’ highlights Tanglewood’s 2018 summer series

Photo by Heinz Weissenstein, Whitestone Photo, BSO Archives 
Leonard Bernstein conducting the Boston Symphony Orchestra at Tanglewood in 1970.

By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Call “Jagged Little Pill” a 
smorgasbord of the-
ater diagnoses with a 

questionable prescription. 
Sharply staged in Cambridge 
at the Loeb Drama Center by 
American Repertory Theater 
artistic director Diane Paulus, 
this probably Broadway-bound 
musical is based on Alanis 
Morissette’s breakout album 
released in 1995.

The world premiere show, 
which debuted May 5, is sold 
out through the end of its run 
on July 15, though a limited 
number of standing room tick-
ets may be sold on the day of 
each show through July 14. 
Diablo Cody takes Morissette’s 
music and writes a story of sub-
urban ills and often clever the-
matic associations. Despite a 
strong cast, a few standout per-
formances, and vivid design, 
this overly busy musical ought 
to confront the troubling mes-
sages it delivers during its inau-
gural run.

The more overt of these mes-
sages involves the clearly cen-
tral diagnosis: suburban Super 
Mom Mary Jane Healy’s serious 
opioid addiction. The Healys 
are a dysfunctional family in a 

state of flux. Mary Jane – played 
with properly scary obsessive-
ness by Elizabeth Stanley – has 
overbooked her life with OCD 
drive and developed a depen-
dence on painkillers. Husband 
Steve – smartly underplayed 
by Sean Allan Krill – works 60 
hours per week and watches 
internet porn. 

The first act number, “So 
Unsexy,” effectively relates 
to their ongoing problems 
with real intimacy. Adopted 

African-American daughter 
Frankie – played with riveting 
poignancy by Celia Gooding – 
struggles with low self-esteem 
and identity ambivalence 
about her feelings for and inti-
macy with her lesbian best 
friend, Jo, played by real find 
Lauren Patten.  Patten richly 
merits the standing ovation 
many theatergoers gave to her 
show-stopping, impassioned 
rendition of the Morissette hit, 

You Oughta Know: ‘Jagged Little Pill’  
has formula of a Broadway hit 

Photo by Evgenia Eliseeva
Logan Hart, Derek Klena, Celia Gooding, and Lauren Patten in 
“Jagged Little Pill.” 

continued on page 11



HAVERHILL – Temple 
Emanu-El of Haverhill is thrilled 
to announce that Cantor Vera 
Broekhuysen has become its 
spiritual leader. Broekhuysen 
has been the temple’s cantor 
since July 2016 and is delighted 
to expand her role as the temple 
moves forward following the 
retirement last year of its long-
time rabbi, Ira Korinow. The 
temple also announced that 

Mona Strick, a fifth-year rab-
binic student at Hebrew College 
in Newton, began serving a one-
year term as rabbinic intern on 
July 1.

“As the search committee 
engaged with temple mem-
bers to understand the char-
acteristics they valued most in 
a successor to Rabbi Korinow, 
one thing became abundantly 
clear,” said David Belsky, co-

chair of the committee. “We 
already had in our midst a tal-
ented and beloved leader in 
Cantor Vera Broekhuysen. Once 
we recognized that, the rest was 
easy.”

“In the past two years I’ve 
grown to know and love Temple 
Emanu-El,” said Broekhuysen. 
“Our temple’s pluralism, in 
membership and liturgy, offers 
both clergy and congregants 
unique opportunities to pray 
and learn together. The warmth 
of our membership and the 
strength of our relationships let 
us explore fearlessly and debate 
honestly.” 

Broekhuysen values oppor-
tunities to pursue both spiritual 
enrichment and social justice in 
interfaith environments. She is a 
member of the Greater Haverhill 
Clergy Association and a found-
ing member of the Merrimack 
Valley Interfaith Sanctuary 
Network. Broekhuysen was 
ordained by Hebrew College 
in June of 2016, when she also 
earned her master’s degree in 
Jewish Education. She lives in 
North Andover, with her hus-
band and two sons. 

Strick is a candidate for rab-
binic ordination and a Master 
of Arts in Jewish Studies in June 
2019. She has served as rabbinic 
intern at Temple B’nai Shalom 
in Braintree, Congregation 
Kehillath Israel in Brookline, 
and Temple Israel in Boston. 
Prior to entering rabbinical 
school, she spent over 25 years 
in executive management posi-
tions in the travel industry and 
online media. 

“We are so excited to have 
Rav Mona join Temple Emanu-
El this year,” said Jennifer 
Lampron, co-chair of the rabbi 
search committee. “She has 

already begun attending temple 
events to meet people in the 
community and work with 
Cantor Vera. Through her 
unique combination of rabbinic 
education from Hebrew College 
and executive experience in a 
competitive consumer service 
industry, we know she’ll bring 
great energy and valuable 
insights as we look to enhance 
our programs and reach out to 
potential new members.”

Strick is originally from 
Brooklyn, N.Y. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree in Near East 

studies from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst. 

Strick and her partner, Mark, 
live in Brookline. Their shared 
families consist of five children 
and eight grandchildren. When 
not in school, busy cooking, or 
studying in chevruta (learning 
groups), she enjoys team trivia 
competitions, crosswords, pow-
erlifting, and musical theater. 
Strick is committed to inspiring 
a love of Torah, a passion for 
Jewish study and social justice, 
and participation in joyful, con-
templative prayer.
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Photo by Mike Lovett
Cantor Vera Broekhuysen

Temple Emanu-El in Haverhill has new spiritual leader 

“You Oughta Know.” 
Son Nick – rightly grounded 

by Derek Klena – seems like 
a high achiever, accepted for 
admission to the college of his 
choice. He will question his own 
feelings about relationships in 
the wake of date rape accusa-
tions against his best friend. 
Author Cody, deservedly cel-
ebrated for her Oscar-winning 
“Juno” screenplay, does have 
a knack for pinpointing family 
issues and a good ear for the lan-
guage of young people in craft-
ing her dialogue. Unfortunately, 
her book moves from opioid 
addiction and Mary Jane’s ongo-
ing escape from her uncomfort-
able reality to Frankie’s inner 
emotional war to the issue of 
date rape and activism tied to 
the #MeToo movement.  

Paulus brings the same kind 
of care she lavished on Tony 
winners “The Gershwins,” 
“Porgy and Bess,” and “Pippin” 
to “Jagged Little Pill.” Sidi Larbi 
Cherkaoui’s choreography 
is snappy, if not quite varied 
enough.   

With so much acting and 
technical talent going for it, this 
show should be a breakout hit 
on Broadway. Until Cody sharp-
ens her book’s focus and this 
musical finds the kind of haunt-
ing adolescent angst “Spring 
Awakening” evoked, however, 
“Jagged Little Pill” may remain 
an entertaining but over-stuffed 
medication for contemporary 
ills.  

‘Jagged Little Pill’
from page 10



Boston Jewish Film Festival Presents:  
Longing (Ga’agua) 

A middle-aged bachelor (Shai 
Aviv), is shocked to learn that his 
ex-girlfriend gave birth to his son 
20 years earlier. What he hears next is 
more of a surprise, propelling him on a journey 
of discovery in a small Israeli town. Directed 
by Savi Gabizon (Narrative, 2017, Israel, 104 
minutes, Hebrew with English subtitles) 7 p.m.  
West Newton Cinema, 1296 Washington St., 
West Newton. Tickets: bjff.org.

Historic Tour of Jewish Chelsea 

The Gateway Chelsea Project 
is providing walking tours that 
explore Chelsea’s rich Jewish 
history and evolving present, 
guided by Dr. Ellen Rovner of Boston 
University and Brandeis. On our tours, we 
will discuss the swell of Jewish immigrants 
from Eastern Europe in the early 20th 
century, the mark that the growing Jewish 
population made on this city, and what has 

changed over the past few decades. The tours are $10 per party, and FREE for all Chelsea residents. 
Tickets on Facebook: facebook.com/chelseajewishtours.Tours begin at Katz’s Bagel Factory, 139 Park 
St., Chelsea.
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JULY 9 
SENIOR JAZZ at the JCCNS. Voce & Gabbana a fashion themed 
concert with witty songs from Broadway, jazz and opera. Vocalist 
Jacqueline Novikov and pianist Yelena Beriyeva. A complimentary 
lunch will follow the concert. RSVP to Sara Ewing, sewing@jccns.com 
or 781-476-9913. 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. jccns.com. 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

JULY 10
SCOOP-A-THONE ICE CREAM PARTY and Open House at 
the Chelsea Jewish Lifecare The Estates on Admiral’s Hill. Tour the 
Traditional and Specialized Assisted Living facility and make your own 
ice cream sundae. 2 – 4 p.m. RSVP by July 9th to Kristen Donnely at 
617-887-0826 or kdonnely@chelseajewish.org. 201 Captains Row, 
Chelsea.

JCCNS DIVE-IN MOVIE NIGHTS at the Outdoor Pool. Bring 
the kids, order dinner from the poolside café and enjoy a movie by 
the JCCNS outdoor pool. (Also July 24th, August 7th, 21st). Free 
and everyone is welcome. 6 – 8 p.m. jccns.com. 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

JULY 11
MUNCH, MINGLE AND MAH JONGG Play Mah Jongg 
with friends at the JCCNS.  All levels of experience welcome. $25 
per person includes dinner. To register call 781-631-8330. 6:30 p.m.  
JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE Saturdays in July (14, 28) 9:45 
a.m. – 12 p.m. Join Dorshei Tzedek for musical, participatory Shabbat 
Morning Services. For people of all backgrounds and levels of Jewish 
experience. Services will be followed by a kiddush lunch. For more 
information, visit dorsheitzedek.org, call 617-965-0330, or email info@
dorsheitzedek.org. Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, 60 Highland St., West 
Newton.

LEARNING SESSION at Temple B’nai Abraham to honor Dr. David 
Ariel, who passed away on June 16. Dr. Ariel was a respected scholar 
on Judaism who taught many me’ah classes at B’nai Abraham. 7 p.m., 
Temple B’nai Abraham, 200 East Lothrop St., Beverly. 

Looking Ahead
JULY 

11

JULY 
27



JULY 12
“HEALING GRIEF THROUGH 
ART,” a support group sponsored 
by Chelsea Jewish Hospice and 
Palliative Care, part of Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare (chelseajewish.
org.) The objective of this group is 
for individuals to meet others who 
have experienced the loss of a loved 
one. Projects include putting together 
expressive journals and creating 
simple memorial art projects amidst 
compassionate conversation. No 
artistic experience or “talent” needed. 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. For more information 
or to RSVP, please contact Katie at 
kwillis@chelseajewish.org or call 
617-889-0779. Café at the Leonard 
Florence Center for Living, 165 
Captains Row, Admiral’s Hill, Chelsea.

JCCNS OPEN HOUSE POOL 
PARTY Celebrate the summer with 
fun games, music, crafts, treats and 
friends at the JCCNS Outdoor Open 
House pool party. Free and open to 
the community! 4 - 6 p.m. JCCNS, 4 
Community Road, Marblehead.

MINDFUL MORNINGS  
Thursdays in July (19, 26) 8:30 – 
9:15 a.m. This weekly gathering 
combines guided and silent meditation 
to develop a capacity for mindful 
awareness and to cultivate qualities of 
patience, gratitude, and compassion. 
Open to all meditation levels. For 
more information, call 617-965-
0330 or email info@dorsheitzedek.
org. dorsheitzedek.org. Congregation 
Dorshei Tzedek, 60 Highland St., West 
Newton.

JULY 13
PJ LIBRARY TOT SHABBAT 
BY THE SEA Temple B’nai 
Abraham and Lappin Foundation 
invite you to a musical Tot Shabbat 
with Marcy followed by a free pizza 
dinner on the beach. RSVPs requested 
to Phyllis Osher at 978-740-4404 or 
posher@lappinfoundation.org. Walk-
ins are welcome. Free. 5:30 – 6:30 
p.m. Lynch Park, Beverly. In the event 
of rain, the program will move to 
Temple B’nai Abraham, 200 Lothrop 
St., Beverly.

JULY 14
NEW ENGLAND FAMILY 
MARKET and Natural Baby 
Conference. Parents, expectant 
parents and caregivers are invited 
to shop, learn and picnic at this 
community-oriented event. Family-
friendly live music throughout the 
day. Ron Goldman will be at the 
event for “Music for Young Children.” 
Children are encouraged to respond, 
participate, move, sing and dance. 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Rain or shine. Free. 
newenglandfamilymarket.com.Todd 
Farm, 283 Main St., Rte. 1A, Rowley.

JULY 15
CAMP YOUNG JUDAEA 
PRESENTS: TOURS AND 
MORE  

Spend the day with us and 
experience everything CYJ has to 
offer: participate in activities; take an 
interactive tour; choose an elective; 
interact with campers; meet the 
staff; lunch. 9:30  a.m. – 1 p.m. To 
RSVP, call 781-237-9410 ext. 3. More 
information cyj.org. Camp Young 
Judaea, 9 Camp Road, Amherst, NH.

JEWISH MEDITATION 
CIRCLE Rabbi Greg Hersh of Temple 
Emmanuel will lead a monthly (third 
Wednesday of the month) Jewish 
meditation circle. No experience 
necessary. 7 - 8 p.m. Free. Temple 
Emmanuel of Wakefield, 120 Chestnut 
St., Wakefield.

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington St., Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Closed Saturdays

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise, contact lois@jewishjournal.org 
or marcy@jewishjournal.org or call 978-745-4111

Event Planning

and Trio Havana

80 beverly st. Boston Ma 02114 | (617) 933-8047 |www.citywinery.com/boston | @citywinerybos

and Trio Havana
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Week of Friday, July 6, 2018 through Thursday, July 12, 2018

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

ANT-MAN AND THE WASP (PG-13) 
Fri - Thu: (11:10 AM), (1:45), 7:00

ANT-MAN AND THE WASP 
IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (PG-13) 

Fri & Sat: (4:20), 9:50
Sun - Thu: (4:20 PM)

DAMSEL (R) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

Fri & Sat: (2:40), (4:40), 7:20, 9:30
Sun - Thu: (2:40), (4:40), 7:20

JURASSIC WORLD:  
FALLEN KINGDOM (PG-13) 
Fri & Sat: (11:00 AM), (1:50),  

(4:30), 7:15, 10:00
Sun - Thu: (11:00 AM), (1:50),  

(4:30), 7:15

THE INCREDIBLES 2 (PG) 
Fri & Sat: (11:00 AM), (1:30),  

(4:05), 6:45, 9:40
Sun - Thu: (11:00 AM), (1:30),  

(4:05), 6:45

HEARTS BEAT LOUD (PG-13) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

Fri - Thu: (12:00 PM)

THIS PERFECT PLACE:  
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
(NR) 

Mon - Thu: 4:30 PM

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR)  
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

 Fri - Thu: 2:00, 6:40

Visit our website for other showtimes

FINE CHINESE CUISINE
373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

All Special Events Can Be Celebrated at Su Chang’s
LIVE MUSIC FROM 6:30-8:30 ON WEDNESDAYS
Rehearsal Dinners  •  Anniversaries  •  Birthdays

SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials:  MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm

TEL 978-531-3366  •  FAX 978-531-3060  •  www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200

Submit your 

Calendar listings to

calendar@jewishjournal.org

JULY 18
INTERFAITHFAMILY/ BOSTON 

Presents Coffee & Conversation and 
Ice Cream Join Rabbi Jillian Cameron, 

director of InterfaithFamily/Boston. 
These monthly Coffee Conversations 
are informal get-togethers aimed at 

meeting new friends, learning from 
one another, engaging in interesting 

conversation and asking any questions 
you might have as you navigate life as an 

interfaith/intercultural/diverse couple. 
Free. 6:30 – 8 p.m. Forge Ice Cream Bar, 
626 Somerville Ave., Somerville.

“HEALING GRIEF THROUGH MEDITATION 
& CONTEMPLATION,” a support group 
sponsored by Chelsea Jewish Hospice and 
Palliative Care, part of Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 
(chelseajewish.org). This support group enables 
individuals to join together with others who have 
experienced the loss of a loved one for meditation, 
contemplative prayer exercises, and compassionate 
conversation. No meditation experience needed. 
People of all and no faith traditions welcome. 6:30 
– 7:30 p.m. To RSVP, contact Katie at kwillis@
chelseajewish.org or call 617-889-0779. Café at the 
Leonard Florence Center for Living, 165 Captains 
Row, Admiral’s Hill, Chelsea.



CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF MERRIMACK VALLEY, 
310 North Main St., Andover. Rabbi Asher 
Bronstein. Friday night, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Chabad of 
North Andover branch, Rabbi Zalman Borenstein. 
chabadmv.com. 
CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL OF ANDOVER has 
relocated and can be found at CONGREGATION 
BETH ISRAEL OF THE MERRIMACK VALLEY, 
2 Riverwalk, 360 Merrimack St., Bldg. 5, Entry 
F, Third Floor, Lawrence. Rabbi Howard Mandell. 
Friday night services, musical Shabbat with dinner 
twice a month. 978-474-0540. Email office@
BethIsraelMV.org. bethisraelmv.org.
TEMPLE EMANUEL ANDOVER,  
7 Haggetts Pond Road, Andover. Rabbi Robert 
Goldstein; Cantor Idan Irelander. Friday 7 p.m., 
Saturday minyan at 9 a.m. templeemanuel.net. 
TEMPLE B’NAI ABRAHAM, 200 East Lothrop 
St., Beverly. Rabbi Alison Adler. Friday, 7 p.m.; 
Saturday, 9 a.m. tbabeverly.org. 
WALNUT STREET SYNAGOGUE, 145 Walnut 
St, Chelsea. Rabbi Lila Kagedan. The Walnut 
Street Synagogue is the inclusive and diverse 
home of Congregation Agudas Shalom. 
walnutstreetsynagogue.com.
CONGREGATION SHALOM, 87 Richardson Rd., 
North Chelmsford. Rabbi Shoshana Perry. Friday 
night services at 6, 7, or 8 p.m. (time determined 
by variant for that week), Friday Tot Shabbats at 
6:15 p.m. once a month. congregationshalom.org 
TEMPLE EMMANUEL CHELSEA, 60 Tudor St., 
Chelsea. Rabbi/Cantor Oksana Chapman. Friday 
night, twice a month, first and third Fridays. 617-
889-1736.
TEMPLE AHAVAT ACHIM, 86 Middle St., 
Gloucester. Rabbi Steven Lewis; no cantor. Friday 
night services, first Friday of every month; every 
Saturday at 9 a.m. 978-281-0739. Taagloucester.
org. 
TEMPLE EMANU-EL HAVERHILL, 514 Main 
St., Haverhill. Rabbi Ilene Bogosian; Cantor Vera 
Broekhuysen. Services every Saturday morning at 
9:30 a.m.; special Friday night services at 7 p.m. 
TempleEmanu-el.org.
TEMPLE EMANUEL OF MERRIMACK VALLEY, 
101 West Forest St., Lowell. Rabbi Robin Sparr. 
Friday night services September-June, at 7:30 p.m. 

temv.org. 
CONGREGATION AHABAT SHOLOM, Lynn, 151 
Ocean St., Lynn. Currently Rabbi Yossi Lipsker, 
CHABAD OF THE NORTH SHORE. All services 
at Chabad of the North Shore, 44 Burrill St., 
Swampscott. 
CONGREGATION AGUDAS ACHIM-EZRATH 
ISRAEL, 245 Bryant St., Malden. Sexton Wayne 
Freedman; Cantorial soloist Phyllis Werlin. 
Saturday services at 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush. aa-ei.org.   
TEMPLE EMANU-EL, 393 Atlantic Ave., 
Marblehead. Rabbi David Meyer; music specialist 
Jon Nelson. Friday night services 6 p.m. emanu-el.
org. 
TEMPLE SINAI, 1 Community Rd., Marblehead. 
Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez; Cantor David 
Aronson. Friday night at 6 p.m. templesinaiweb.
org. 
TEMPLE SHALOM OF MEDFORD, William and 
Charlotte Bloomberg Community Center, 475 
Winthrop St., Medford. Rabbi Braham David, 
Cantor Howard Stern. Friday night services at 
7:30 p.m., followed by oneg shabbat; Saturday 
morning at 10 a.m., followed by kiddush lunch. 
templeshalommedford.org. 
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM, 21 East Foster St., 
Melrose. Rabbi Arnold M. Fertig. tbsma.org.
CONGREGATION AHAVAS ACHIM, 53½ 
Washington St., Newburyport. Rabbi Benjamin 
Resnick. No cantor, services Saturday morning at 
9. All are welcome. Caanewburyport.org.
CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF PEABODY, 682 
Lowell St., Peabody. Rabbi Nechemia and Raizel 
Schusterman. JewishPeabody.com.
CONGREGATION SONS OF ISRAEL, Park and 
Spring Streets, Peabody. Spiritual leader Seth 
Landau. First Friday monthly, at 7:30 p.m.; 
Saturday, Sunday, at 9 a.m. peabodycsi.org. 
CONGREGATION TIFERETH ISRAEL, 8 Pierpont 
St., Peabody. No rabbi or cantor; services led by 
shul president Elliot Hershoff and soloist Joanne 

Pressman. Friday services once a month. 978-531-
8135. ctipeabody.org. 
TEMPLE TIFERET SHALOM, 489 Lowell St., 
Peabody. Rabbi David Kudan; Music Director Bryna 
Tabasky. July and August only, Friday night Shabbat 
at 7:00 p.m.; 7:30 p.m. for the rest of the year. 
Saturday morning Service, Snack, and Study at 9:30 
a.m. 978-535-2100. templetiferetshalom.org.
TEMPLE NER TAMID, 368 Lowell St., Peabody. 
Rabbi Richard Perlman. Cantor Stephen 
Abramowitz. Friday night at 8 p.m., unless 
otherwise stated. Evening Minyans Sunday-
Thursday 7:30 p.m. Morning Minyans Saturday 
9:30 a.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. templenertamid.org. 
TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL REVERE, One Wave 
Ave., Revere. Reb Misha Clebaner; Cantor Lois 
Welber. Friday night services 7 p.m. unless stated 
otherwise. tbirevere.org.
CONGREGATION AHAVAS SHOLOM, 343 Central 
St., Saugus. Cantor Joel Davidson, High Holidays 
only; learned fellow, Michael Simons. Friday night 
services, once a month, second Friday of the 
month. 781-231-3562.
CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF THE NORTH SHORE, 44 
Burrill Street, Swampscott. Rabbi Yossi Lipsker and 
Layah Lipsker. Rabbi Shmaya Friedman. 781-581-
3833. nsjewish.com.
CONGREGATION SHIRAT HAYAM, 55 Atlantic 
Ave., Swampscott. Rabbi Michael Ragozin; Cantor 
Alty Weinreb. Friday night at 6 p.m. Saturday 
services. shirathayam.org. 
TEMPLE EMMANUEL, 120 Chestnut St., 
Wakefield. Rabbi Greg Hersh. Friday night services, 
second and fourth Friday at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday 
morning services, first and third Saturdays at 9:30 
a.m. wakefieldtemple.org.
TEMPLE TIFERETH ISRAEL WINTHROP, 93 
Veterans Rd., Winthrop. Rabbi Moshe Givental; 
Cantor Craig Mael. Saturday services at 9:30, 
followed by a kiddush. Sunday services at 8:30, 
followed by a breakfast. Friday night services once 
a month. 617-846-1390. Jewish-Winthrop.org.

To list your organization’s events or to change 
any information, contact Steve at rosenberg@
jewishjournal.org.

REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

WEAVER ORTHODONTICS
Orthodontics for Adults, Adolescents and Children

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street  /  Swampscott, MA 01907

781-581-1550  /  www.weaverortho.com

HEARING

Doctor Trusted, Patient Voted #1
600 Loring Avenue, Salem, MA

978-607-0062 • renewhearing.net

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME HEALTH CARE

Specializing in private duty home care  
for over 25 years • Fully insured

TONYA NASH
Hours: 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

781-775-7284
www.TopsPassionateHomeCare.com

TOPS PASSIONATE
PRIVATE HOME CARE

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

No�h Sho� Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

HEALTH SERVICES
OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

To advertise, contact 
Lois Kaplan at  

lois@jewishjournal.org
or 

Marcy Grand at  
marcy@jewishjournal.org

 or call 978-745-4111

PRIVATE HOME HEALTH CARE

JM 
Private Home Health Care Services

Your Well-Being Is Our Priority
Over 10 years experience in the industry with good rates

JOHN MULINDE 
(Home Health Care Specialist)

Waltham, MA
pmayanja@gmail.com • 617-803-6183
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Temple listings
Temples are listed alphabetically, by city.

JULY 22
HONORING THE SACRED 
TEMPLE OF THE EARTH Join 
a unique interactive experience of 
poetry, music, dance, and nature on 
the Jewish fast day of Tisha B’Av, the 
Ninth of Av, which commemorates 
the destruction of the ancient Temples 
in Jerusalem. 7 - 8 p.m. JCAN at 
jewishclimateaction@gmail.com 
Edwards Hall, Open Spirit, 39 Edwards 
St., Framingham.

JULY 26
BJFF PRESENTS: MEMOIR OF 
WAR (LA DOULEUR)  

A haunting and hypnotic adaptation 
of seminal author Marguerite Duras’s 
autobiographical novel “The War: A 
Memoir.” It’s 1944 in Nazi-occupied 
France, and Marguerite (Mélanie 
Thierry) and her husband are active 
members of the Resistance. When he 
is deported to Dachau, she desperately 
struggles to find him, entering into 
a high-risk game of psychological 
cat-and-mouse with a French Nazi 
collaborator. But when months go by 
without word of the man she loves, 
Marguerite must begin to confront the 
unimaginable. Directed by Emmanuel 
Finkiel (Narrative, 2018, France, 127 
minutes, French with English subtitles). 
7 p.m. Coolidge Corner Theater, 290 
Harvard St., Brookline. $15. Tickets 
bjff.org.



KITCHEN & BATH  
SHOWROOM

Wholesale & Retail  
Plumbing & Heating Supplies

55 Alley Street, Lynn
781-592-0583

www.bourneufshowroom.com

Open: Monday – Friday 9 am-4 pm
Closed Saturdays

SAVE $75
$25 off your 1st, 3rd & 5th

cleaning when you sign up for 
weekly or biweekly service!

978-741-7100 
www.maidpro.com/salem

Serving most North Shore towns

www.wjskouras.com
Call John: (978) 531-5545 

Fax: (978) 977-9982
Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Fully Insured

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
Residential  |  Commercial  |  General Carpentry

W. J. SKOURAS & CO. INC.

AT YOUR SERVICE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC

LOCH TILE
Your bathroom tiles look dirty,  
grout falling apart, leaking?
We can make it look like  
a brand new installation,  
repairing and regrout.

Please call or text me at 

781-504-3895
Lochtile.com

Cleaning Service

SAVE $80
$30 off your 1st cleaning

$25 off your 3rd & 5th cleaning

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Serving the North Shore for over 31 years

BONDED & INSURED
781-944-4911

DustBustersMA.coM

To advertise, contact: 

Lois:  
lois@jewishjournal.org 

or Marcy:
marcy@jewishjournal.org

or call 
978-745-4111

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

BAY STATE  
WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Now carrying 

Ready Made Curtains 
Selected items 25% OFF

Custom Draperies, 

Blinds, Shades & More!

Free Estimates & Installation

86 Tremont Street, Peabody

baystatewindowfashions.com

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com

Don’t let bed bugs 
keep you up.
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By Lauren Goldman

What is the definition of 
PRIDE? There are sev-
eral meanings but the 

one I like best is consciousness 
of one’s own dignity. What is 
“DIGNITY?” It can be described 
as the quality or state of being 
worthy or honored. 

On June 
23, I had the 
pleasure of 
marching in 
the North 

Shore Pride Parade in Salem 
with Temple B’nai Abraham of 
Beverly along with our rabbi, 
Alison Adler, her family, and 
several other synagogue mem-
bers together with many won-
derful people and organiza-
tions who strive to promote 
unity and equality within our 
community. 

We marched and sang songs 
of joy and chanted messages like 
“Whose Streets? Our Streets!” 
The feeling of togetherness was 
extremely powerful. There was a 
tremendous turnout in spite of 
the weather forecast and people 
lining the parade route were 
making their stand for accep-
tance just by being there. This 
was a welcome change from the 
blatant disunion we are seeing 
in our country lately.  

As we made our way to Salem 
Commons, passing through the 
archway of rainbow-colored 
balloons, I couldn’t help but 
notice one man trying to “rain 
on the parade.” Standing on a 
chair, with a bible clenched in 
his hand, he was using a loud-
speaker to spew his venomous 
words about sin, saying that we 

were all going to hell. I guess 
he forgot to read the part of the 
Bible that teaches us to treat 
others as we wish to be treated 
and above all, to be kind. 

I was angry and wanted to 
confront him. But then I wit-
nessed something beautiful. 
First, a group of young peo-
ple dressed in bright colors 
started chanting “Love is love!” 
The man on the chair could 
no longer be heard. Then, one 
of the “Sisters of Perpetual 
Indulgence” (an organization 
that uses religious imagery to 
call attention to sexual intol-
erance) stood directly in front 
of him, and silently spread her 
glorious purple wings and was 
soon joined by her other sisters, 
creating a vision of lovely purple 
butterflies breaking free from 
their cocoons.

At last, the man on the chair 
could neither be heard nor seen. 
I will never forget that moment.

Walking through the damp 
grass, scattered with glitter and 
boa feathers, I was thrilled to be 
a small part of a giant celebra-
tion of humanity, attended by 
people of all ages and of varying 
ethnicities and religious back-
grounds. I was especially moved 
by all of the young people who 
on this day could dress the way 
they wanted, hold hands with 
whomever they wanted, and be 
their true selves. 

Today’s world is compli-
cated. It is always changing, in 
good and bad ways. Right now, 
I am feeling hopeful. We are all 
human beings who deserve to 
love and be loved, to be proud, 
walk with dignity, and always be 
our true selves.

A moment of pride at  
the North Shore parade

Opinions expressed in the 
FIRST PERSON column are 
those of the writers and 
not the Jewish Journal. 
Have an essay or an opinion 
piece you’d like to publish? 
Please submit to editor@
jewishjournal.org, with 
the subject head FIRST 
PERSON. Submissions 
should be 800 words or less.

First 
Person

The “Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence” at Salem Common.

The author at the 2018 North Shore Pride Parade.



ARONSON, Minna (Goodman), 
107 – late of Malden. Died on 
June 25, 2018. Wife of the late 
Haskell Aronson. Daughter 
of the late William and Lizzie 
Goodman. Mother of Frank 
and Paula Aronson, Andrew 
and Sheila Aronson, and Edith 
Aronson-Mermell. Grandmother 
of Elyssa and Randy Pellish, 
Jessica and David Cook, Emily 
Aronson, Erica and Rob Allison, 
Jayme Aronson, Haskel “Zeke” 
Mermell, and William “Willie” 
Mermell. Great-grandmother 
of Hallie, Gabe, and Eyan 
Pellish, Adina and Maya Cook, 
and Jordan and Giselle Allison. 
Sister of the late Hyman, Elie, 
David, and Abraham Goodman.  
(Goldman)

CLARK, William Charles, 80 
– late of Danvers, formerly 
of Marblehead. Died on June 
18, 2018. Husband of Beverly 

(Seger) Clark. Son of the late Paul 
and Josephine (Nowicki) Clark. 
Father of Megan Turner and her 
husband Mark of Eugene, OR, 
Paul Clark of Salem, Erika Clark 
Griffin and her husband Michael 
of Salem, and Jonathan Clark 
of Marblehead. Grandfather 
of Zoë and Sabine, Aiden and 
Emma, and Nicholas, Casey and 
Jacob. Brother of the late Susan 
Clark. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

COOK, Jack, 97 – late of 
Revere and Swampscott, and 
Delray Beach, FL. Died on June 
21, 2018. Husband of the late 
Miriam Port Cook. Son of the 
late Morris and Fanny Cook. 
Father of Sheryl Moscaritolo of 
Swampscott, the late Howard 
Cook and daughter-in-law 
Francine of Swampscott, and 
Barry Cook and his wife Valerie 
of Middleton. Grandfather of 
Tammy Phillips, Jodi Gateman 

and her husband William, Remi 
Aucone and her husband Jeff, 
Justin Cook and his wife Molly, 
Lindsay Weiss and her husband 
Michael, Victoria Johnson, and 
Douglas Clark and his wife 
Theresa. Great-grandfather 
of Matthew, Nicolette, Taylor 
and Tyler Gateman, Jordan and 
Jason Aucone, Wyatt Phillips, 
Jael and Meyer Cook, Avery 
and Brooklyn Weiss, Caroline 
and Nicholas Johnson, and 
Penelope Clark. Brother of 
the late Sylvia Shaponick and 
the late Evelyn Feldman, and 
brother-in-law of Rita Weiner 
and Charlotte Kaufman. Uncle 
of many nieces and nephews. 
(Torf)

DUKE, Tina (Ottolenghi), 102, 
a Holocaust survivor – late of 
Danvers, formerly of Saugus 
and Malden. Died on June 30, 
2018. Wife of the late Israel 
Duke. Mother of Anna and the 
late Harold Orent. Grandmother 
of Sylvia and Simon Ward, 
and Mark and Debra Orent. 
Great-grandmother of Valerie, 
Andrew, Lauren, Daniel, Nicole, 
and Emily. (Goldman)

FLUKE, Francine (Post), 75 
– late of Ipswich, formerly of 
Lynnfield. Died on June 23, 
2018. Wife of Attorney Loring 
Paul Fluke. Daughter of the 
late Sidney and Clarice (Stoll) 
Post. Mother of Stacie (Robert) 
Turtledove of Leawood, KS, 
Michael (Haven) Fluke of Tarpon 
Springs, FL, and Douglas 
(Lindsay) Fluke of Atlanta, GA. 
Sister of Mel (Carol) Post of 
Haverstraw, NY. Grandsmother 
of Nathan and Ally Turtledove, 
Cody, A.J. and Jake Fluke, and 
Madeleine and David Fluke. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

KRES, Helene L. (Joskowicz), 
68 – late of Naples, FL, 
Mashpee, and Newburyport, 
formerly of Peabody. Died on 
June 27, 2018. Wife of Mark 
Kres. Daughter of the late 
Martin and Rose Joskowicz. 
Mother of David and his wife 
Lauren Kres and Steven Kres. 
Grandmother of Brennan and 
Cameron Kres. Sister of Neil 
and his wife Susan Joskowicz. 
(Goldman)

MARSHALL, Philip, 84 – late of 
Peabody, formerly of Lexington. 
Died on June 20, 2018. 
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Henry Arthur Salem 
of Lynnfield, formerly of 
Swampscott, Jupiter, Fla., and 
West Palm Beach, Fla., passed 
away peacefully on June 28, 
2018. He was 88 years old.

Henry was the beloved hus-
band of Sandra (Lansky). He 
was the devoted father of Lisa 
and Andrzej Bobinski, the late 
Alan Salem, and Joel and Paula 
Salem. He was the brother of the 
late Robert Salamoff and the late 
Eugene Salem, and the cherished 
grandfather of Zackary Salem.

Services will be held on 
Thursday, July 12 at 10 a.m., at 
Sharon Memorial Park, Dedham 
St., Sharon, in the chapel fol-
lowed by a graveside service. A 
luncheon will immediately fol-
low at the home of Joel and 
Paula Salem, 309 Summer St., 
Lynnfield, MA from 1-6 p.m. In 
lieu of flowers, expressions of 
sympathy in Henry’s name may 
be made to the National Kidney 
Foundation.

Here for you
CJP is your North Shore connection to:

JEWISH LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT 

From our Welcome Baby! program to teen travel to Israel 
to adult learning of all kinds, we’re ready to inspire you.

SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL 

Get informed, engaged, and empowered with Strategic 
Israel Engagement and CommUNITY Israel Dialogue 
events locally and across the Greater Boston area.

MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS 

We bring together networks of Jewish professionals, 
women philanthropists, and young adults.

COMMUNITY RESOURCES 

Want to develop as a leader or create a more inclusive 
community? Facing financial distress? CJP is here to help.

Learn more at cjp.org/northshore or contact 
Beth Tauro at betht@cjp.org or 617-457-8761.
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Husband of the late Dorothy 
(Abrams) Marshall. Father of 
Jeffrey and Myra of Lexington, 
Faye and Neil of Westford, and 
Beth and Ken of West Newbury. 
Grandfather of Rachel, Sarah, 
Benjamin, Matthew, Seth, and 
Joshua. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

OXMAN, Martin Herman, 98 
– late of Delray Beach, FL, for-
merly of Malden. Died on June 
30, 2018. Husband of Zelda 
(Rosenthal). Father of Jeffrey 
and Diane Oxman, and Barbara 
and Larry Michaud. Brother of 
Eunice Alter and the late Milton 
Oxman. Grandfather of Brian, 
Lisa, Kristina, Jason, Jessica, 
Michael, and Steven. Great-
grandfather of Addison, Jake, 
Mason, Jared, Marina, Ethan, 
Eiley, Maya, David, William, 
Chad, Amanda, Corinne, Carter, 
Kaitlyn, and Aidan. (Goldman)

SILBERGLEIT, Kenneth Roy, 
65 – late of Mamaroneck, NY, 
formerly of Marblehead. Died 
on June 13, 2018. Husband of 
Joan Silbergleit. Son of Pearl 
Silbergleit. Father of Alex 
Silbergleit and Kari McLaghlan. 
Brother of Stuart Silbergleit 
and Tina Dunayer. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

YARVITZ, Evelyn E., 98 – 
late of Peabody, formerly of 
Marblehead and Chelsea. Died 
on June 20, 2018. Wife of the 
late Joseph Yarvitz. Daughter 
of the late Harris and Sarah 
(Brenner) Berger. Mother 
of Kenneth (Betsy) Yarvitz of 
Salisbury, Jason (Judy) Yarvitz 
of Wakefield, Robert (Lucia) 
Gardener of Italy, and Sheryl 
(Tom) Cox of Sandwich. 
Grandmother of Jessica, 
William, Allison, Sean, Michael, 
Sara, Amanda, Joshua and 
Rebecca. Great-grandmother 
of five. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

NOTICES

Janice (Samuelson) Cohen, 
86, of Boca Raton, Fla., former-
ly of Salem and Swampscott, 
entered into rest on June 28, 
2018. 

Born and raised in College 
Corner, Ind., she was the 
daughter of the late Loren and 
Florence (Beckman) Samuelson. 
She was the beloved wife of 
Harold Cohen for 65 years. 
Together they built a beautiful 
family and a successful family 
business, Somerville Lumber. 
Janice was the matriarch of the 
extended Somerville Lumber 
family; from company picnics to 
family events or grants from the 
Cohen Foundation to Somerville 
employees, Janice was always 
deeply involved. 

Throughout her life, Janice 
was an active volunteer and 
leader in the North Shore com-
munity. During the 1960’s and 
1970’s, she was the president of 
the Temple Israel Sisterhood, 
ORT, and the PTA of the 
Swampscott school system. She 

was philanthropic to numerous 
charities, including the Juvenile 
AIDs Foundation and Israel 
Bonds, where she remained 
active through this past year. 
Through the Cohen Foundation, 
she helped to fund the education 
of students near and far, extend-
ing from the greater Boston area 
to Whitwell, Tennessee. 

In addition to her dear hus-
band Harold, those left to cher-
ish Janice’s memory are her 
devoted children Jill and Tom 
Bloom of Hollywood, Fla., 
Beth and Peter Shribman of 
Swampscott, Linda and Steven 
Weinstein of Marblehead, and 
Brian and Michele Cohen of 
Marblehead; her devoted grand-
children Jeremy and Sharlene 
Weber, Ross and Ari Weber, Cory 
Weber, Randy Weber, Danny 
and Laura Shribman, Nikki and 
Doug Lutin, Katie Weinstein 
(fiancé Mark O’Shea), Samantha 
Weinstein (fiancé Zach Weiss), 
Tim Weinstein, Karly Cohen, 
Jake Cohen, Jessica Cohen, and 

the late Charlie Madyson Weber; 
dear great-grandchildren Ava 
Weber, Tyler Weber, Harry 
Shribman, Benny Shribman, 
Lizzie Shrib man, and Kelsey 
Lutin. She was the sister of the 
late Jack Samuelson and the 
sister-in-law of the late Jean 
Samuelson. 

A funeral service for Janice 
was held on July 1, with inter-
ment at Congregation Shirat 
Hayam Cemetery, Peabody. 
Contributions in Janice’s memo-
ry may be made to The Multiple 
Sclerosis Foundation, National 
Headquarters, 6520 N. Andrews 
Ave., Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309-
2132 (https://msfocus.org/
Donate.aspx), or to The Mass 
General Fund, Mass General 
Development Office, 125 Nashua 
St., Suite 540 Boston, MA 02114-
1101 (https://giving.massgener-
al.org/mgh-fund/donate/). For 
more information or to register 
in the online guestbook, visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.
com.

Janice (Samuelson) Cohen, 86, of Boca Raton, Fla.,  
formerly of Salem and Swampscott

Rosalie Rosenfeld, 90, died 
peacefully at her home in 
Culver City, Calif., surrounded 
by her family, after a short but 
devastating illness.  

Rosalie was a talented artist, 
using both oil paints and cop-
per enamel media. She was an 
avid gardener and reader. The 
beach was in her blood, having 
grown up in Far Rockaway, N.Y. 
She spent many summer and 
weekend family days at Tee’s 
Beach in Santa Monica.

Rosalie met and married 
her lifelong love, the late Dr. 

Sheldon Rosenfeld, who died 
on July 1, 2004, after moving to 
Los Angeles in the late 1940’s. 
She is survived by her four chil-
dren Diane, Barbara, Mitchel 
and Gary; her six grandchil-
dren Jeremy, Alexandra, Ryan, 
Ashley, Eric and Rachel; and her 
two great-grandchildren Ford 
and Charlotte.

The family will hold a private 
memorial. Gifts and donations 
in Rosalie’s memory may be 
made to the National Council 
of Jewish Women, Los Angeles 
(ncjwla.org).

Rosalie Rosenfeld, 90, of Culver City, Calif.

Henry Arthur Salem, 
88, of Lynnfield, 
formerly of Swampscott

music, and food are becoming 
a prominent part of the East 
Jerusalem landscape. A large 
part of the dawah activities – 
charity and events for women 
and children – in the city are 
funded by Turkish organiza-
tions, and Erdogan isn’t done 
yet.

The Turkish incursion into 
Jerusalem as a whole and the 
Temple Mount in particular 
is particularly disturbing to 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia, both 
of which seek similar influ-

ence there. Jordan already has 
official status on the Temple 
Mount, and its peace treaty 
with Israel, as well as a series 
of other understandings, has 
effectively made it Israel’s silent 
partner in managing the holy 
site.

There appear to be two main 
ways of blocking the Turkish 
activity in East Jerusalem: cre-
ating legal systems that will 
prevent Turkish money from 
being funneled into Jerusalem, 
or ensuring that Israel invests 
much more money there. At 
least for now, Israel has done 
neither.

Turkey
from page 8



By Myrna Fearer

“It looks like summer’s 
half over,” my father 
would pronounce 

around the Fourth of July 
each year, something I always 
thought was pretty strange. 
School had only been out 
a short time and we hadn’t 
yet adjusted our mental and 
physical being to a summer 
of relaxing, staying up late, 
and schlepping by public transportation 
to City Point Beach in South Boston, or 
maybe even a bigger trek to Revere.

Yet, my father was convinced that 
fall was just around the corner. Maybe 
it was because back then, department 
stores were already marking down sum-
mer clothes and bathing suits to get the 
shelves ready for back-to-school shop-
ping. 

 I wasn’t ready to pronounce the end 
of summer, not when we still had our 
annual Ward 14 Fourth of July celebra-
tion to look forward to at Franklin Field 
in Dorchester. I can’t tell you how near or 
far you lived, but somehow you made it 
to the park that was a magical mecca for 
most of us. 

At any time, you could find elder-
ly gentlemen embroiled in a game of 
bocce. There was always someone to fill 
in, or begin a game, or just plain kibbitz. 
Onlookers, especially, were good at that.

Then there were the many ten-
nis courts where younger men showed 
off their physique while giggling girls 
watched. Of course, there were also the 
female players, some even serious about 
the game. By the way, all the activities 
were free.  

By day, Franklin Field attracted young 
moms walking babies in carriages, kids 

tossing a ball to each other, 
or families and friends shar-
ing a snack or picnic lunch. 
But come the Fourth of July, 
it took on an entirely differ-
ent mystique. 

Oh sure, there were 
morning activities for the 
younger kids when Hoodsies 
were given out courtesy of 
Julius Ansel, who died in 
1965. Ansel was definitely 
well-known. Born in Russia, 

he was the only Jewish city councilor 
from 1948 to 1951, State Representative 
from 1953 to 1955 and again from 1959 
to 1965, and State Senator in 1965. He 
tried to run for Mayor of Boston in 1963, 
but lost in the pre-
liminaries. It certain-
ly wasn’t for lack of 
trying. The man had 
chutzpah. He worked 
out of the G&G Jewish 
deli, and even put 
the G&G’s address 
and telephone num-
ber on his business 
cards, and expected 
employees to take his 
messages and prob-
ably include a corned 
beef sandwich and a 
pickle with it.

I also can remember participating in 
simple contests on the Fourth. In one 
you chomped on a Saltine cracker and 
whistled when you finished. If you still 
had the cracker in your mouth, you’d 
spray crumbs all over the place. That was 
everybody except me. I never did know 
how to whistle out (and I still don’t.) I 
whistled in, and won the contest.

But that was just kid stuff; the big 
thing was the annual fireworks display, 

set to go off when it was dark. Long 
before the appropriate time, folks began 
to pour out of all triple-decker homes 
and apartments of all the neighbor-
hoods. They came down from the streets 
of Mattapan, from Gallivan Boulevard 
and down Morton Street, from Talbot 
Avenue and Roxbury. Some came in 
groups, others came as singles and con-
nected with their friends, and some were 
families with baby carriages filled with 
little tykes and supplies. 

I don’t know how it happened, but 
no one seemed afraid. There were never 
any reports of stalking, rape, kidnap-
ping, or any of the terrible things we hear 
about today. Even if a kid got separated, 
it wasn’t for long; everyone seemed to 

know who belonged 
to whom. It was all 
one big neighbor-
hood, and everyone 
looked out for every-
one else.

The most difficult 
part of the evening 
was finding your 
own little piece of 
grass you could sit on 
when the fireworks 
went off. Of course, 
there were the little 
blips and sounds of 

some of the fireworks a few families set 
off. The only ones we had access to were 
the sparklers, the little snakes that curled 
up when they burned down, and the 
caps from the cap guns that some kids 
would get to sound off by hitting with a 
rock. 

Enough of all that: we were primed 
and ready for the big event even if, as my 
father would say, summer was going to 
be half over.

I can’t tell you how many fireworks 

were set off but I know there were quite 
a few. And every single one, every cluster 
and every rocket flare, was met with the 
same oohs, ahhs, and wide-eyed wonder. 
It was truly magical.

We wanted that magic to continue 
forever, but of course, all good things 
must come to an end. And after a big vol-
ley, it was over, all except for the finale: 
the American flag made up of red, white, 
and blue sparklers with the famous line 
underneath: “Brought to you by Julius 
Ansel, Boston City Councilor.”

Myrna Fearer can be reached at 
msfearer@gmail.com.

Join us for a fun day
of Tours & More at CYJ!

Sunday, July 15th • 9:30am-1pm

Camp Young Judaea
9 Camp Road, Amherst, New Hampshire 03031

781.237.9410     www.cyj.org

Spend a day with us and  
experience everything CYJ has to offer!

Participate in activities  •  Take an interactive tour
Choose an elective  •  Interact with campers 

Meet our staff  •  Enjoy snacks & special surprises
Join us for a delicious picnic lunch

To reserve your space go to
www.cyj.org/tours-more 
or call 781.237.9410 ext.3

SYLVANLEARNING.COM

Bring on an
EXTRAORDINARY

FUTURE
There are so many new and exciting ways to engage your
child in learning at Sylvan: STEM Courses • Math Skill
Programs • The Best Tutoring Programs (up to 2x results!) •
College Prep
   

                             Get Started for $99. Call today!

Sylvan of Peabody &
Swampscott

800-EDUCATE
 SYLVANLEARNING.COM
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Celebrating the Fourth in simpler times

The G&G Deli served the heavily Jewish 
Blue Hill Avenue populace until 1968.

Folks began to pour out 
of all triple-decker homes 
and apartments of all the 

neighborhoods. They came 
down from the streets of 
Mattapan, from Gallivan 

Boulevard and down Morton 
Street, from Talbot Avenue  

and Roxbury.

Temple Tifereth Shalom in 
Peabody hosted an Interfaith 
Gathering on June 30, 2018, in 
connection with the Families 
Belong Together movement, 
which organized similar events 
throughout the country. 

Several hundred North Shore 
residents attended the event. 

The Interfaith Gathering pro-
tested the separation of families 
– children from parents – seek-
ing to immigrate to or secure 
asylum in the United States.  It 
further demanded the reunifi-
cation of all separated families. 
Clergy from numerous North 
Shore temples and churches 
spoke in solidarity, and a rep-
resentative from Congressman 
Seth Moulton’s office also par-
ticipated. 

Attendees heard firsthand 
immigration stories and learned 
about the American court sys-
tem as it is applied to families 
seeking immigration.  

 Members of the community 
seeking to get involved in sup-
port of this worthy cause and 
fight for justice are welcome 
to contact the Temple Tifereth 
Shalom office at 978-535-2100.  

Peabody temple 
holds Interfaith 
Gathering

North Shore residents at the Interfaith Gathering in Peabody.

The Jewish Journal’s 
WEDDINGS issue  

publishes on August 2.  
The ad deadline is  

on July 24, so reserve  
your space now!

Call (978) 745-4111.



Temple Ner Tamid of Peabody  
is seeking Religious School Teachers  

for their new innovative school.  
Must have experience teaching Israel,  

Bible, Holidays and Hebrew.  
Also must be proficient in using technology.

Please email your updated resume 
with qualifications to:

Susan Sugerman
Director, TNT Religious School 

myredsox31@verizon.net
www.tamidschool.com

TEACHERS WANTED

Izzi & Howie Abrams
Dan & Helaine Berg
Shirley Berg
Rosalyn Berk
Sandra Berson
Emilia Black
Edward Bobroff
Gordon & Sylvia Bowman
Catol C Brand
Barbara B Cantor
Barbara Cohen
Linda Dubinsky
John & Laurie Dunn
Doris Feldman
Clare & Burton Figler
Inga Finks
Mrs Shirley Gilgulin
Roz & Marty Goldberg  

in honor of our children  
and grandchildren

Susan & Larry Goldberg
Jerold Golner
Joanne & Jerrold Grant
Annette Green
Nancy & Irving Greenberg  

in memory of our son  
Steven Greenberg

Evelyn & Burt Greenspan
Malka Grungold

Linda & David Harris
Myrna Harris in memory of  

my husband Arnie
Doris & Elliot Hershoff
Carl Huber & Linda  

Trachtenberg-Huber
Haskell & Joanne Jaffe
Ruth & Eric Kahn
Marcia Kamin
Eileen Kaminsky
Gregory & Klara Kapilevich
Crasella Kaplan
Meryl & Ed Kaplan
Rita Kaplan
Gladys Katcher
Peter Kaufman, CPA
Mrs Mindy Kempner
Marion Kepnes  

in memory of Larry Kepnes
Freda Kravetz
Jack & Melody Kriteman
Ann Laaff
Sandy & Ron Lappin
Irene & Jonathan Leamon
Roberta Liss  

in memory of Ted Mael
Sarah A Manganaro
Dorothy Mavroules
Arlene Nyman

Evie & Howie Rosenkrantz
Esther & Richard Salinsky
Harriet Sant Fournier
Eileen & Neal Selznick
Ruth Shanker
Roz Shapiro
Beverly & Sonny Shapiro
Carol Shore  

in memory of my parents
Shirley Shulman  

in memory of my husband
Robert M Shyavitz 
 in memory of Mildred Shyavitz
Myra Siegel
Sandy & Stan Simon
Marc & Julie Slafsky
Edward Snow & Ida Bershad
Rene Soriano
Benjamin & Edith Spector
Arlene & Jack Stahl
Rosalyn Stein
Fania Szpicman
Sam & Bunny Tabasky
Fruma Tanzer
Faith & Eric Vandusen
Gidaly & Irina Volf

And thank you to  
all our anonymous donors.

Thank you for donating to the Jewish Journal during the month of June, 2018
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David and Arlene (Richmond) 
Addis celebrated 60 years of 
marriage on June 29. They are 
the parents of Wendy Addis 
Waxman and of Jeffrey Addis 
and his wife Jacqueline Comins. 
They have three grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild. 

David is a graduate of Cornell 
University and Northeastern 
University while Arlene gradu-
ated from Boston University. 
Arlene and David have resided 
in Swampscott for more than 
50 years.

Addises celebrate  
60th wedding anniversary

Last month, members of 
the North Shore Rabbis and 
Cantors Association par-
ticipated for the second year 
in the North Shore Pride 
Interfaith Celebration at 
Tabernacle Church in Salem.

Beverly’s Rabbi Alison Adler 
offered an opening prayer, 
and then the group sang the 
Hebrew song, “Let There Be 
Love.” 

From left, Rabbi Steven Lewis, 
Rabbi Alison Adler, Jon Nelson, 
Rabbi Greg Hersh, Rabbi 
Michael Ragozin and Rabbi 
David Meyer. 

Rabbis offer song at Pride celebration 

On May 23, the Juvenile Aid 
Scholarship Organization con-
vened at the Hawthorne Hotel in 
Salem for its annual luncheon. 
The luncheon, combined with 
memorial scholarships, helped 
raise $13,000 for college schol-
arships, which were awarded 
to twelve deserving high school 
seniors from around the North 
Shore. Since 1932, the Juvenile 
Aid Organization has provided 
aid and scholarships to Jewish 

students from the area who 
hope to pursue higher educa-
tion and have demonstrated 
financial need. 

“This organization is very 
important to our community,” 
said Joan Rich, who’s been co-
president for the past eight 
years. “It’s helped so many 
Jewish people to further their 
education.” 

For more information, email 
scholarship@juvenileaid.org.

Front row, from left: Andrea Liftman (luncheon co-chair), Myra 
Gulko, Joan Rich (co-president), Harriet Perlman; back row, from left: 
Helaine Sneirson, Diana Caplan, Reggie Weinstein, Aileen Cordette 
(co-president), Lois Hurwitz, Jennifer Hockert, Barbara Gilefsky, 
Rhonda Preman.

Juvenile Aid Scholarship Organization  
holds annual fundraising luncheon Last Saturday, 

five women, ranging 
in age from 52 to 89, 
became b’not mitz-
vah. The journey 
began about a year 
ago when the idea of 
an adult b’not mitz-
vah class was dis-
cussed. The women 
asked themselves if 
this was something 
that they could 
do. How involved 
would it be? Could 
they actually com-
mit to a year’s worth 
of studying? The 
answer was a unani-
mous yes.

With the help 
and support from 
their spiritual leader, Seth Landau, along with 
the help and support from their families, they 
were on their way to becoming b’not mitzvah at 
Congregation Sons of Israel in Peabody.

Throughout this entire journey, they promised 
themselves and each other that they would follow 
through and always have each other’s backs and 

on Saturday, June 30, that promise was fulfilled.  
All five b’not mitzvah sisters are in agreement 

that this entire experience had much more mean-
ing for them now as mature adults than it would 
have had at the age of 13. The group includes 
Barbara Sigel, Mara Cohen, Rosalyn Abrams, 
Freda Kravetz and Paula Cohen. 

Barbara Sigel, Mara Cohen, Rosalyn Abrams, Seth Landau, spiritual leader, Freda 
Kravetz, Paula Cohen participated in the b’not mitzvah.  

B’not mitzvah at Congregation Sons of Israel

The Jewish Journal is happy  
to print your news at no 

charge: birth announcements, 
engagements, weddings,  

job promotions, events and 
other simchas. Photos are  
welcome if space permits.
Sumbissions are subject to 
editing for style and length. 

Send your news to  
the Associate Editor at  

wittner@jewishjournal.org.

Journalism matters.
Donate to the Jewish Journal today. 

Visit our home page at jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111.



BOSTON – Combined Jewish Philan
thropies (CJP), Greater Boston’s Jewish 
Federation, announced the seven organi
zations that will receive a total of $28,300 
in grants for programs to strengthen the 
North Shore Jewish community for fiscal 
year 20182019.

CJP’s North Shore Community Grants 
program is run by a committee of vol
unteer leaders. The North Shore Grants 
Committee reviews grant allocations and 
decides grant recipients. This year, the 
committee evaluated applications on the 
merit of their alignment with the follow
ing CJP strategic priorities:

Caring – How can we ensure that every 
vulnerable person has access to the ser
vices to move from crisis to stability?

Justice – How can we provide oppor
tunities for effective action as Jews to 
collectively build a more just and peace
ful world?

Learning & Living – How can we 
connect more people to Jewish life and 
learning to enhance their lives and shape 
who we are as individuals and as a com
munity?

Israel – How can we inform, engage, 
and empower our community to effec
tively engage with Israel’s future?

“The CJP North Shore Grant pool pro
vides support to local organizations to 
create and incubate programs that drive 
real impact in our own backyard,” said 
Ariella Levy, chair of the North Shore 
Grants Committee. “The grant pool is 
a small aspect of the total resources, 
efforts, and support that CJP provides 
to our local Jewish community, but the 
grants have an extremely positive impact 
on the vibrant landscape of Jewish life on 
the North Shore.” 

429 & 315 Harvard Street, Brookline, MA 02446
(978) 479-4689 (Mobile)  •  (844) 259-6608 (eFax)  •  Joel.Weingarten@citizensbank.com

JOEL WEINGARTEN
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NMLS ID#395556
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          & GLORIOUS GERSHWIN!

JUL 11 thru AUG 4
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ago,” he said. According to 
Slovin, reunions are held every 
four or five years, and this year 
guests came from at least six 
states, including Florida and 
California.

The Young Men’s Hebrew 
Association (YMHA) building 
was on Seaver Street (corner of 
Humboldt Avenue) in Roxbury 
and the Hecht House was on 
American Legion Highway in 
Dorchester. Located on oppo
site sides of Franklin Park, they 
served as social hubs for the 
Jewish community of the 1950s 
and ’60s. They were the Jewish 
Community Centers of that era. 

Families mostly lived in 
wooden tripledeckers and 
aging Victorians clustered 
around Franklin Park, where 
thousands regularly took walks, 
visited the zoo, enjoyed the rose 
garden, or just schmoozed on 
the long green benches near 
the main entrance. Another 
popular gathering place for this 
crowd was a few miles up Blue 
Hill Avenue along “the wall” at 
Franklin Field, especially during 
the High Holidays. 

Retired lawyer Sumner 
Gillette, attending his first 
reunion, said, “If I just see one 
person I haven’t seen in many 
years, it’s worth coming. I love 
the nostalgia.”

Brothers Peter and Paul 
Waitze, who as kids delivered 
produce from their father’s 
fruit store, The Fruit Bowl, on 
Blue Hill Avenue, were excited 

to attend. Peter, a meat broker, 
traveled from Philadelphia. He 
first met his wife Lois when they 
were teenagers at a party on 
Norfolk Street. They married in 
1962. “We’re still married and in 
love,” they said together. 

Marty Garber, who flew in 
from Manhattan Beach, Calif., 
came “this close” to being 
recruited by the Chicago Cubs 
after seven years in the minor 
leagues. A shoulder injury 
derailed that plan around 1959. 
But he holds the alltime record 
of 47 points in 1953 for the 
Roxbury Memorial High basket
ball team. 

Irwin Frankel, of Chestnut 
Hill, was a Marine captain dur
ing the Vietnam War, and later 
worked as a Procter & Gamble 
salesman. He grew up on 
Columbia Road and attended 
Boston Tech. “Your roots are who 
you grew up with,” he observed. 
“It’s great to relive your life by 
seeing faces of people you grew 
up with.”

Jack Bennett lived near 
Egleston Square, attend
ing Roosevelt Junior High and 
English High. “There weren’t 
many Jewish kids in my neigh
borhood so I looked forward to 
going to three Jewish hangouts: 
the YMHA, Hecht House, and 
the G & G Deli,” he recalled. At 
one of those, he met his wife, 
Sheila. The couple has been 
married for 54 years. 

“This event represents the 
bond I shared for 60 years with 
these friends,” Bennett said. 
“It was our own shtetl. We had 
nothing; we had everything.” 

Reunion
from page 1

CJP announces $28,300 in North Shore grants

Participants in the Temple B’nai Abraham Pe’ah Garden program.

BBYO
BBYO aims to create a lasting con

nection to Jewish identity and bridge 
generations of Jews. BBYO will use this 
grant to partner with Jewish Family & 
Children’s Service and connect teens to 
the senior community.

Epstein Hillel School
Epstein Hillel aims to provide a 

Jewish education for children repre
senting all branches and expressions of 
Judaism. This grant will allow the school 
to expand its Jewish Studies curriculum 
by including a more traditional lens to 
students’ experiences.

Essex Country  
Community Organization

This grant will be used to develop a 
plan to engage congregations in work 
with immigrant families; to work with 
rabbinic and lay leadership to identify 
and train congregants about social jus
tice issues and ECCO’s campaign to pro
tect immigrants.  

 
Hillel Council of New England

This grant will be used to expand 
services and local Jewish program offer
ings to students at Endicott College 
and Salem State University through the 
Hillel at each school and through joint 
programs between the schools. 

 

Jookender Community Initiatives, Inc.
Jookender will use this grant to 

introduce RussianJewish values and 
Judaismrich heritage to members of the 
Russianspeaking community through 
activities and programs designed to 
encourage families to rekindle Jewish 
identity in the Jewish community. 
Jookender aims to build a strong com
munity on the North Shore through 
activities and programs.

 
Temple B’nai Abraham of Beverly
This grant is for Temple B’nai 

Abraham to build a North Shore Jewish 
Coalition of people, affiliated and unaf
filiated, who will focus on sustainability 
and environmental issues. 

 
Temple Sinai of Marblehead  

and Swampscott
Temple Sinai will use this grant to 

enhance and expand its Israeli Folk 
Dancing program with the goal of pro
moting a love of Israel and Israeli dance. 
Temple Sinai aims to improve interfaith 
and intercultural relationships by form
ing friendships through dance and per
formance at community cultural events 
in hopes to engage unaffiliated Jews and 
Jews of different denominations with 
the synagogue.

Grant recipients for the 2018-2019 fiscal year
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