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By David Brinn 

JERUSALEM – Yes, this is indeed being physically written from 
Jerusalem, but only hours after returning from almost two weeks 
spent in bucolic New England.

With balmy lakes rippling with kayaks and paddleboards, 
late morning diner breakfasts, and early evening barbecues with 

s’mores, both the mind and the mindset are 
still thousands of miles away somewhere 
on a picturesque Maine shore, and not 
back here in the Middle East maelstrom.

You hear nary a horn blaring from a testy 
driver or witness a loutish motorist pee-
ing on the side of the road, both of which 

occurred within minutes of leaving Ben Gurion Airport upon my 
return. We’re not in New England anymore.

Israel runs on frenzy, controversy, arguments, and altercations. 
We’re constantly on edge, fighting about politics, religion, or the 
World Cup. In Maine, there’s no edge, just a blissful middle.  

It appears the only issue that can jolt New Englanders out of 

A time to jump in the lake 

“It appears the only issue that can jolt New Englanders out of their summer solstice is Donald Trump,” 
writes the author, after a visit to Maine. 

Letter 
from 
Jerusalem

continued on page 7
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SWAMPSCOTT – Just a day 
after officially taking the helm as 
the leader of Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies, Rabbi Marc Baker 
told a group of more than 100 
North Shore residents that Jews 
need to preserve their heritage by 
investing in their institutions and 
collaborating with the wider Jewish 
world. 

“No community can go it alone,” 
said Baker.  “We will only solve 
our biggest problems when we 
build collaborative relations with 
one another; when we find ways to 
connect our institutions and our 
individuals.”

Baker, a Lynnfield native who 

served as head of school at Gann 
Academy in Waltham for 11 years, 
succeeds Barry Shrage as CJP’s 
president. Baker’s family has 
strong Jewish roots on the North 
Shore. As a child he attended Camp 
Bauercrest, and was a member of 
Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody. His 
father, Steve Baker, was a former 
president of the Jewish Federation 
of the North Shore. Baker went on 
to Phillips Academy in Andover, 
and at Yale, he was the captain of 
the squash team and received his 
bachelor’s degree in religious stud-
ies. He holds a master’s degree in 
Jewish Education from the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, and was 
ordained as a rabbi at the Pardes 
Institute of Jewish Studies. 

continued on page 11
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MARBLEHEAD – Salima 
Slimane of Malden had 
already tried a few other spe-
cialized camps for her 9-year-
old son, who is on the autism 
spectrum and has ADHD and 
social anxiety. While Slimane 
was satisfied with the other 
camps, she wanted him to get 
more interaction with other 
children. 

“We don’t have the luxury 
of having our kids around 

typical kids,” she said, “and 
that’s what I think the miss-
ing part of those camps is.” 
Then a friend told her about 
the inclusion program at 
the Jewish Community 
Center of the North Shore in 
Marblehead, and she decided 
to attend an open house. She 
liked what she saw. 

“I was very impressed,” she 
said. “There was a very good, 
positive energy around the 
whole place, and I just said, 
‘Let’s do it.’” 

Now, Slimane’s son has an 

invitation for a playdate with 
a fellow camper, and every 
day he asks her when he’s 
going back to camp. “I know 
that he loves it,” his mother 
said.  

For the fifth year, Summer 
at the J offers a comprehen-
sive inclusion program to 
ensure that all children, 
regardless of their needs and 
abilities, receive a full sum-
mer camp experience while 
also receiving the support 
they need. A group of 35 

JCC meets the challenge of  
a fun summer for all campers

Anthony Legee, left, works on an art project, while Mikaela Feinberg cools down in the pool.

continued on page 12

CJP President Rabbi Marc Baker

Baker, new CJP head, 
emphasizes connection 
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On a recent hazy after-
noon, Arnie Jarmak stood on 
Broadway in downtown Chelsea 
and looked at the people and 
buildings that have helped 
define much of his life over the 
last 40 years. 

“To me, this is the place 
where I’ve always wanted to 
be,” said Jarmak, who these days 
buys and sells reclaimed lum-
ber. A Marblehead native, he 
showed up 41 years ago in this 
hardscrabble city with a Nikon 
camera and took a job as a news 
photographer for the Chelsea 
Record.  

Recently, he pulled out his 
trove of tens of thousands of 
black and white negatives 
from that era and chose 10 of 
his favorite shots. Those pho-
tos, which capture everyday life 
from boys on a stoop to old-
timers gabbing on Broadway – 
will be on display in an exhibit, 
“Photographs of Chelsea in the 
1970s and 1980s,” at Gallery 456, 
456 Broadway, until Sept. 7. 

The exhibit peels back a city 
that seemed left behind at the 
time. While cranes were erect-
ing office towers just across 
the Tobin Bridge in Boston 
during a building boom in the 
late 1970s, Jarmak’s images of 
Chelsea reveal a lost culture in 
a city that was among the poor-
est communities in the state. 
Jarmak’s Chelsea includes snap-
shots of adolescent girls playing 
jump rope in the projects; hand-
painted mom-and-pop signs; 
wrinkled, tired faces of immi-
grants; and portraits of working 
stiffs like “Richie,” a busboy who 
worked in a Broadway deli.

As he recorded the last vestig-
es of a vanishing culture, Chelsea 
was changing. In the 1920s, it was 
second to New York as the most 
densely Jewish city in America. 
A center of Jewish scholarship, 
for locals it was known as the 
“Jerusalem of America.” Hard by 
the Mystic River, tens of thou-
sands of Eastern European Jews 
crowded in its cold water flats in 
the 1920s and hoped for a better 
life in a new land. 

But by the 1980s, nearly all 
of Chelsea’s Jews and its Jewish-
owned businesses had left, and 
nearly all of the city’s 21 syna-
gogues had closed. At the time, 
Broadway’s once proud mom-
and-pop stores were largely 

shuttered, and corruption was 
commonplace in City Hall. The 
state eventually took control of 
the city after it went bankrupt in 
1991. By then, four former may-
ors had been sent to jail or were 
under house arrest. Around that 
time, Jarmak set out for a new 
career in construction that led 
him to work with reclaimed 
wood. But he’s never put away 
his camera. 

Jarmak’s path to Chelsea 
began at Lehigh University in 
Pennsylvania, where he discov-
ered the works of Walker Evans 
and Lewis Hine, photographers 
who documented the lives of 
child laborers and the Great 
Depression. After college, he 
briefly joined his father’s con-
struction business, but found 
his calling after taking a photog-

raphy course at Northern Essex 
Community College. Jarmak 
hopped a ride on a fishing boat 
from Gloucester to Honduras 
in 1974 and took photos of the 
crew during the voyage. When 
he returned to the North Shore, 
he knew he had found his pas-
sion. 

“Chelsea had a reputation 
of being a run-down, dirty city 
that people couldn’t wait to get 
out of, and I came here and 
saw a lot of beauty. And my 
greatest joy was capturing it 
and sharing it with others,” said 
Jarmak, who has lived in the 
same townhouse in the city for 
decades. Every day he set out 
with a police radio and found 
a mix of working class people 
to photograph. They included 
politicians, cops and firemen, 
teachers, holy men, drunks, 
bookies, and newly arrived 
immigrants.   

“It was where working people 
lived and it was the place I want-
ed to be,” he said. “It was a black 
and white photographer’s heav-
en. The images let me portray 
a part of life that most people 
didn’t want to see. And I wanted 
to tell a story what the world 
was really like: struggle and sur-
vival.”

Jarmak’s “Photo graphs of 
Chelsea in the 1970s and 1980s,” 
at Gallery 456, 456 Broadway, 
Chelsea, will run until Sept. 7. 

Publisher/Editor
Steven A. Rosenberg  

rosenberg@jewishjournal.org

Associate Editor
Michael Wittner 

wittner@jewishjournal.org

Business Manager
Chet Baker

business1@jewishjournal.org

Director of 
Advertising & Marketing

Lois Kaplan 
lois@jewishjournal.org

Senior Account Executive
Marcy Grand 

marcy@jewishjournal.org

Graphics, Web,
Russian Chronicle Editor

Yulia Zhorov 
yulia@jewishjournal.org

Graphics, Web, Obituaries
Andrew Fleischer 

andrew@jewishjournal.org

Editorial Cartoonist 
George Freedman

Board of Overseers 
Bradley J. Sontz, President 
Bob Blayer, *Rick Borten, 

Fred M. Cohen, Neil Donnenfeld, 
Susan Garnick, Cara Hogan, 

Johanna Matloff, Lynn Nadeau,  
Donna Lozow Pierce, 

*Howard Rich, Robert M. Rose,
Heidi Shear, Stephanie Simon, 

John Smidt, Ted D. Stux,  
Matthew Swartz,
*Selma Williams

*Life Board Members

Past Presidents
Robert M. Rose, Lisa Kosan

Publisher Emerita
Barbara Schneider

The Jewish Journal, ISSN
1040-0095, an independent,  

non-profit community newspaper, 
is published bi-weekly by North 

Shore Jewish Press, Ltd.,  
27 Congress St., Suite 501, Salem, 

MA 01970. Periodical postage 
paid at Salem, MA. POSTMASTER: 

Send address changes to THE 
JEWISH JOURNAL, 27 Congress 

St., Suite 501, Salem, MA 
01970. Circulation to eastern 
Massachusetts and north of 

Boston. Member of American 
Jewish Press Association and the 

Salem Chamber of Commerce. 
The opinions of contributors do 
not necessarily reflect those of 
the paper. The Jewish Journal 

assumes no financial responsibility 
for typographical errors in 

advertisements, but will print in 
a subsequent issue a retraction 
and correction of that portion of 

an advertisement whose value has 
been affected. The Jewish Journal 
does not endorse the goods and 
services advertised in its pages, 

and it makes no representation as 
to the kashrut of food products 

and services in such advertising.  
The Jewish Journal is the recipient 
of a grant from Combined Jewish 

Philanthropies.  
Copyright © The Jewish Journal 

(All rights reserved).

27 Congress Street, Suite 501  
Salem, MA 01970

www.jewishjournal.org

Phone  978-745-4111
Fax  978-745-5333

Subscriptions  x121 
Website admin  x172

Press releases:  
pr@jewishjournal.org

Calendar submissions:
calendar@jewishjournal.org

JEWISH  JOURNAL

ARE YOU SERIOUS
ABOUT YOUR SAT/ACTs?

WE ARE!

PROMETHEUS TUTORS
KNOWLEDGE • SKILLS • REASONING

SUMMER BOOT CAMP SPACES STILL AVAILABLE!
SAT/ACT combo 

classes running from:

July 23-29
August 13-19
August 20-26

Come visit our fantastic new Danvers location!
10 Liberty Street, Danvers, MA 01923

(978) 922-5540

Workers’ Compensation 
and Personal Injury Lawyers

27 Congress Street
Suite 301
Salem, MA 01970 

978-745-0914
www.ppnlaw.com

(L-R): Judson Pierce, Daniel Napolitano, Alan Pierce

Pierce, Pierce
& Napolitano

attorneys at law

2 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JULY 19, 2018 

Lost Chelsea, revisited 

Photo by Arnie Jarmak
“Maverick Street Kids” (1979)

Photo by Arnie Jarmak
“Jumping Rope” (1979)

Photo by Steven A. Rosenberg
Photographer Arnie Jarmak
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These days, it’s hard to get 
decent services for only $10 an 
hour. But when you take the 
annual price of many of the local 
Hebrew schools and divide it by 
the number of hours students 
spend there, that’s around what 
it costs. 

“You can’t get good babysit-
ting for that amount per hour, 
let alone a trained teacher 
teaching your child to decode 
Hebrew, Jewish values, holidays, 
Torah stories and values in fun, 
meaningful, and age-appro-
priate ways,” said Janis Knight, 
director of the Center for Jewish 
Education at Congregation 
Shirat Hayam in Swampscott. 

Meanwhile, at Chabad of the 
North Shore, $10 will buy an 
hour and a half of a menorah-
making workshop, an olive oil-
making demonstration, or a fully 
interactive Passover experience 
in which students beat the clock 
to escape Egypt in time while 
matzah bakes on their backs. If 
you don’t want to pay the $10, 
that’s fine. It’s only a suggested 
donation. 

Gone are the days when stu-
dents sat in a classroom taking 
notes. As parents’ time and bud-
gets are increasingly stretched 
by competing extracurricular 
activities, Hebrew schools are 
trying more unconventional 
ways to attract students. 

At Chabad of the North Shore 
in Swampscott, attendance 
had been steadily declining for 
years. “People would sign up for 
the year, and halfway through 
the year, once soccer practice 
started, people didn’t feel that 
commitment, even though they 
paid, that Hebrew school takes 
precedence over all extra-cur-
riculars,” said Rabbi Shmaya 
Friedman. After talking to other 
Hebrew schools around the 
country and finding they had 
the same problem, Friedman 

and his colleagues decided to 
scrap the old model entirely and 
start anew.

The result was the Jewish Kids 
Club, which recently finished a 
successful first year. The interac-
tive program, which Friedman 
referred to as “Hebrew school in 
disguise,” runs for an hour and 
a half every Sunday. Students 
are split into small groups zero-
ing in on one particular sub-
ject through different hands-on 
activities. 

“One Sunday morning will 
be about Shabbat, and students 
will spend an hour and a half 
learning everything there is to 
know about Shabbat,” explained 
Friedman. Students also can 
also attend a course on reading 
and writing Hebrew for the hour 
and a half prior to the Jewish 
Kids Club.

Thanks to fund-raising and 
a gift from an anonymous 
donor, Chabad is able to offer 
the Jewish Kids Club for $10 a 
week as a suggested donation. 
Friedman is pleased with the 
results. 

“We couldn’t have been more 
thrilled with how it turned out,” 
he said. “We have families who 
would’ve never come to Hebrew 
school, and we can pepper their 
kids with a boost of Jewish activ-
ity.” 

Meanwhile, another Chabad 
is experimenting with what you 
might call “freebrew school.” The 
Alevy Family Chabad of Peabody 
Jewish Center also was having 
trouble attracting students.

“We’re competing for the 
attention of getting families to 
take Hebrew school as some-
thing of a priority versus karate 
or dance or soccer,” said Rabbi 
Nechemia Schusterman. “There 
are only so many spare available 
dollars – Hebrew school isn’t a 
priority.” 

Schusterman thought if he 
could just get parents in the 
door, they would be impressed 
with the Hebrew school and 

want to stay. So he decided to 
offer a free trial year. Starting in 
the fall, it will be free for the first 
year for new families. Parents 
will only need to pay $125 for 
books and supplies.  

“It’s really important that 
every Jewish child get some 
kind of education,” said 
Schusterman.  

Other synagogues are try-
ing unconventional, inexpen-
sive approaches. Temple Sinai 
in Marblehead is piloting two 
programs this fall that some-
what resemble Chabad’s Jewish 
Kids Club. Instead of classroom 
Hebrew school, Sinai will offer 
an experiential workshop called 
the Jewish Discovery Center 
twice a month for 4- and 5-year-
olds. 

“It’s like a multisensory 
approach to everything,” said 
Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez. 
Like the Jewish Kids Club, each 
session will focus on a different 
topic, such as an imaginary trip 
to Israel, or challah. “They’ll go 
to a souk, go on an airplane,” 
said Cohen-Henriquez. “If it’s 
challah, we bake the dough, talk 
about challah, tell stories, and 
learn about Shabbat.” 

The program will cost either 
a lump sum of $500, or $36 per 
class.

For teens who have already 
celebrated their bar or bat 
mitzvahs, Sinai will offer a free, 
bimonthly program open to the 
community that will be simi-
lar to the confirmation classes 
of Reform temples. “We’ll have 
a good chat, good food,” said 
Cohen-Henriquez. “We’re going 
to approach contemporary top-
ics like online presence, fake 
news, Israel, through a Jewish 
lens.” 

The more traditional Hebrew 
schools in the area also are keep-

ing their prices low and typically 
meeting once a week. Prices 
for the year at each synagogue 
range from $490 to $1,180. When 
you do the math, it again comes 
out to roughly $10 per hour.  

“Tuition does not nearly cover 
the cost of religious school,” 
said Jaime Friedman, executive 
director of Temple Emanu-El in 
Marblehead. “But it is important 
for us that religious school is 
attainable.”

Rabbi Schusterman is 
emphatic. “At the end of the day, 
if there is even one Jewish child 
not getting a Jewish education, 
we still have our work cut out 
for us.”  

     You are thrilled when your REALTOR® calls 
to say your offer has been accepted on your new 
home, but when you realize that you’ve just agreed 
to the biggest purchase of your life, you’re suddenly 
seized by doubt and wonder if you did the right 

thing. “Buyer’s Remorse” is a common reaction for first-timers as well 
as seasoned homebuyers. The best way to avoid it is to prepare ahead of 
time: Make sure your finances are in order, so that you know you can 
comfortably afford your new home. Make a list of why you chose this 
particular property and highlight your favorite features. Read the home 
inspection report to be clear about the property’s condition.

      Breaking a contract is expensive. So it’s better to relax and remember 
that you loved the property before you signed the contract and nothing’s 
changed. If you are experiencing doubts, talk to your REALTOR®, 
who can help you sort out the “normal jitters” and keep things moving 
forward.
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Correction 
In the July 5 article on marijuana, Dr. Ryan Zaklin was mis-

quoted, with the following statement: “It can manage symptoms 
for several conditions, based on gold standard studies. Cannabis 
helps with insomnia, anxiety, and depression, and it’s been 
shown to regulate blood sugar.”

During his interview, Dr. Zaklin actually stated there are lim-
ited gold standard studies. The article additionally used blood 
sugar regulation as an effect of cannabis. While Dr. Zaklin did 
point out research that is currently being conducted regarding 
the effects of cannabis on blood sugar regulation, this is not a 
qualifying condition for medical use of cannabis at this time and 
should not be misconstrued as an appropriate or effective way 
to manage blood sugar. Dr. Zaklin clarified his quote, with the 
following:

“Due to Federal scheduling and subsequently limited research, 
there are actually relatively few randomized placebo-controlled 
trials for cannabis treating specific conditions. However, there are 
many cases of patients who report cannabis being used to man-
age many different medical conditions.”

The Journal regrets the error. 

Local Hebrew schools adapt to changing times

Kindergarteners and first graders at Chabad of Peabody.

Raizel Schusterman leads a 
holiday program at Chabad of 
Peabody.
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“We interviewed several Realtors. One 
boasted of having 30+ listings which made us 

question how much attention we would 
receive in such an active market. You 
focused on personalized service. The 

marketing, video tour and photography 
exceeded our expectations and resulted in the 

sale of our home. Your quick action and 
excellent negotiating helped us secure our 

new one. Your professionalism is unmatched 
and your friendship is cherished.” 

                          – Satisfied Seller B. Marshall  
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The Jewish Journal’s WEDDINGS issue  
publishes on August 2. The ad deadline  
is on July 24, so reserve your space now!

Call (978) 745-4111.



Tell me about 
your Jewish 
background.

My mom was Catholic, 
although she tried hard to 
be Jewish – she tried to do 
Shabbat, and we went on 
[Epstein] Hillel family retreats. 
We didn’t go to shul regu-
larly, but we went to shul, usu-
ally once every two or three 
months. When I was a kid, I 
used to crawl under the shul’s 
seats because I was bored. At 
first, I didn’t like shul. When I 
got older, I got to appreciate it 
more, but when you’re a kid, 
you don’t want to do that stuff 
– you just want to play games. 
You don’t appreciate till you’re 
older the fact that you’re part of 
something that’s been going on 
so long. We don’t appreciate in 
modern society how quick and 
fleeting things are, and there’s 
something beautiful about how 
these have been going on for 
millennia. However, the idea 
that you’re a man at 13 is ridic-
ulous. I’m 27, and I still don’t 
have a clue. 

When I think about Judaism, 
I think about community. Even 
though I accidentally hadan  
all-you-can-eat pork belly on 
Yom Kippur, I do the Seder, I 
see family on Hanukkah. Isn’t 
that the important part of the 
faith – keeping your family 
together? If it brings everyone 
together, the religion is doing 
its job. 

Now, I think religion plays 
an increasingly smaller and 

smaller role – especially with 
the rise of the Internet. In a 
weird way, because everyone’s 
so connected, Judaism has less 
of a community hold than it 
used to. We were lucky enough 
to grow up when the Internet 
was still primitive enough that 
it didn’t occupy our lives the 
way it does now.

Would you marry 
Jewish and/or 
raise your kids 
Jewish? 

Not necessarily, unless I 
meet a 10/10 Jewish girl who’s 
super into it – but super to 
moderate levels consist of 
appreciating being Jewish, and 
liking the culture. I look at it 
more like a trait, like “I’m a 
little Jewish,” more than “I am 
a Jew.” 

I would want to raise my 
kids Jewish because I think 
it’s great – it’s a beautiful and 
lovely heritage. I think that at a 
certain age, depending on the 
mother, we’ll still try to take 
them to shul once or twice and 
say, “Listen, there’s a lot of dif-
ferent faiths, and this is one of 
them.” If it’s nothing, it’s noth-
ing. A child should create their 
own identity. 

Do you believe  
in God?

I’m a pragmatist, if that 
makes sense. I believe in Carl 
Jung’s approach – he believed 
in the collective unconscious, 
and believed that when we 
have mythology and religion, 
those exist for a reason. We can 
find truth in humanity. God 
doesn’t exist like in the Bible, 
but because we believe in the 
Bible, even though it’s not lit-
eral, he does exist. Once I wrote 
in a play that Harry Potter 
isn’t a real person, but he has 
a theme park, he has so many 
graven images, he has a ton 
of people who dress like him. 
Harry Potter is more real than 

most of the people out there. 
How can we dismiss God in 
the same way? It’s weird, but it 
needs to be said.

What are you 
doing now?

Right now I’m working part 
time, writing, and making films.

Can you talk 
about your web 
series, “2 Kawaii 
4 Comfort,” and 
how people have 
responded? 

That show was me trying to 
express what growing up with 
Asperger’s was like. So much 
of Asperger’s is super sensory 
and super noncommunicative, 
especially because so much 
of it is people communicating 
about not communicating. And 
so I tried to make it as sensory 
as possible, like how it feels in 
my head. 

The show has a cult fan base 
but it hasn’t broken out yet. 
People have come up to me 
and said, “I have Asperger’s, 
and this is the first thing I’ve 
ever identified with.” My life 
growing up wasn’t glamorous – 
it was so awkward and sad – it’s 
sort of like a love letter to an 
awkward high school crush.  
When you’re growing up on the 
spectrum, you’re stuck in a lim-
ited mindset – as opposed to 
race identity and queerness, it’s 
a culture that’s been defined by 
other people.  

What causes are 
you passionate 
about?

I’m a huge advocate for 
mental health. I feel like I’m 
the only person fighting for 
neuroatypical representation in 
the arts. 

– Michael Wittner 

Call 978-998-0010 or visit www.RyanZaklinMD.com  
to schedule an appointment today.

Our thoughtful and guided approach includes 
Cannabis Therapeutics and Medical Marijuana 

Certification. Utilizing personalized treatment 
protocols, product recommendations,  

and ongoing patient support, our team  
can help you achieve optimal wellness. 

Integrative Medicine 
and 

Cannabis Therapeutics
A natural & holistic way to  

heal the mind, body, and spirit ...
A natural & holistic way to  

heal the mind, body, and spirit ...

Ryan Zaklin, MD, MA

Integrative Medicine 
and 

Cannabis Therapeutics

When you consider 
assisted living for
today, it’s also
important to think
about tomorrow.

Tour our campuses -
we offer assisted living 
and so much more. 
Imagine the possibilities!

See what sets
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare

apart.

201 Captains Row, Chelsea
 617.887.0826

240 Lynnfield Street, Peabody
978.532.4411

www.chelseajewish.org
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Luke Palmer is a graduate of the Epstein Hillel School in Marblehead who moved to Los Angeles  
and created a web series partially based on his experiences with Asperger’s syndrome, an autism  

spectrum disorder.

Millennials The

Name:  Luke Palmer          Age: 27
Hometown: Swampscott
Alma Mater: Epstein Hillel School ’05, the Corwin 
Russell School ’09, Emerson College ’13 

Favorite Food: My go-to answer has always been  
scallops. Jack Tar’s in Marblehead had the best ones ever.

Favorite Music: Like anything with an active beat. My 
favorite album is “Graceland” by Paul Simon. I love David Byrne 
and John Zorn.

Favorite Movies:   “Willie Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory,” hands down. “Oldboy,” “Princess Mononoke.” 

Favorite TV Shows: “You’re the Worst,” “Fargo,” 
everything on the FX channel. 

Favorite Travel Destination: I’ve always 
wanted to go to Japan. Now that I’m in LA I really like traveling 
back home.
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What’s the future for Jewish 
Boston and the diaspora? 
That’s one of the major 

questions Rabbi Marc Baker will 
likely focus on as he begins his post 
as president of Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies, New England’s larg-
est Jewish charity. 

Baker, a Lynnfield native, has 
strong Jewish roots in the Boston 
area. His father, Steve, was a former 
president of the Jewish Federation 
of the North Shore. Baker attended 
Phillips Academy and received his 
B.A. in Religious Studies from Yale 
University. In 2004, he was ordained as a rabbi 
by the Director and Rosh Yeshiva of the Pardes 
Institute, and until recently he served as the 
head of school at Gann Academy. 

In his first public address since beginning 
his new job this week, he chose to speak at 
Congregation Shirat Hayam in Swampscott where 
he offered a broad outline for Jewish continuity: 
supporting Jewish days schools, camps, syna-
gogues – and also sending Jewish kids to Israel. 

CJP grew and expanded its mission during 
Shrage’s 31-year tenure. It raised $1.1 billion 
during that time, and also doubled its budget to 
$64.4 million. 

But money alone will not ensure 
Jewish continuity. In recent decades, 
Greater Boston Jewry has grown 
more affluent – and assimilated. 
According to a 2013 Pew Research 
Center report, 72 percent of non-
Orthodox intermarry and just one 
in five of those couples raise their 
children Jewish. Younger Jews have 
moved away in large numbers from 
their religion: 32 percent of Jewish-
born millennials described them-
selves as having no religion. Across 
the Boston area, synagogue mem-
bership has declined and Jewish 

Community Centers have struggled to remain 
open.  

To date, no American Jewish institution 
or leader has stepped forward with a viable 
proposal to reverse these trends. While CJP’s 
vision is vast and multi-focused, Baker should be 
commended for his focus on supporting youth-
oriented Jewish programs such as day schools, 
camps, and trips to Israel. These programs 
strengthen Jewish identity, and provide a 
foundation for lifelong Jewish involvement.  
As American Jewry becomes more assimilated, 
these programs – and others focusing on Jewish 
youth – are needed more than ever. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome. Letters must be signed and include your name, 
address and telephone number for verification purposes. Letters are limited to 300 words. 

Submissions are subject to editing for accuracy. Email submissions to:  
editor@jewishjournal.org, subject LETTERS.

Steven A. Rosenberg
PUBLISHER/EDITOR

JEWISH JOURNAL

Welcome, Rabbi Baker

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“An unforgettable tour of 
Jewish Eastern Europe,” by 
Barbara Wolf (Jewish Journal, 
June 21), was profoundly inter-
esting and heartwarming. My 
daughter was one of the 15 peo-
ple fortunate enough to have 
partaken of the bittersweet 
journey to Vilnius and Belarus. 
She too felt extremely apprecia-
tive of Barbara’s ability to put 
into words to share the experi-
ence of a most incredible trip. 

Thank you for publishing. 
Sherle Ruxin

Peabody

Article on Vilnius 
and Belarus was 
“profoundly 
interesting”

On Sunday, July 1, I watched 
my grandson leave for Israel 
with about 100 other Jewish 
teenagers. On reflection, the 
scene of Jewish parents and 
their teenagers was meaning-
ful on a number of levels. The 
first, of course, was the emotion 
of parents sending their pride 
and joys on a voyage of learning 
and connection to their Jewish 
heritage. Emotions were high 
as parents sent their children 
across an ocean to the Jewish 
homeland. 

On a deeper level, the Israel 
trip demonstrated a commit-
ment to Israel that would gave 
the teenage travelers dimen-
sion and substantial meaning 
to the biblical stories they heard 
through childhood. There is 
something evocative in walk-
ing where King David walked 
and equally impressive in see-

ing the buildings of the vibrant 
technology of modern Israel. 
The parental commitment to 
the trip was in both time and 
money even with very generous 
financial support by the Lappin 
Foundation. 

Perhaps the deepest level 
of meaning was the fact that 
Jewish parents, who spanned 
a wide range of attachment to 
Jewish practice, felt it was man-
datory that their children go to 
Israel. This was an answer to 
those forecasters who predict-
ed the decline in Jewish life. 
The answer was apparent on 
Sunday, July 1, as teenagers and 
their parents reaffirmed their 
commitment to the continua-
tion of Judaism by this trip to 
Israel.

Herbert Belkin
Swampscott

Committing to Judaism and Israel

I must thank Myrna Fearer 
for her wonderful article about 
my old neighborhood. I remem-
ber everything she wrote about: 
Franklin Field for the 4th of July 
Hoodsies. I rode my bike on 
the sidewalk of Franklin Field, 
sat at the “Wall” on the holi-
days, went to the G & G and 
giggled at Julius Ansel’s political 
speeches. 

Most of us lived in three-
deckers and, of course, we knew 
everyone and their business 
from our porches. I remem-
ber the street peddlers and the 
pony rides. Every elderly per-
son spoke Yiddish (I thought 
it was mandatory when we 
became old).

Thank you Myrna for the 
wonderful memories of a 
neighborhood that will never 
be again.

Cynthia Bramberg
Peabody

Fearer’s July 4th column 
brought back great 
memories

Coming here as a Jewish 
legal immigrant years ago, I am 
appalled to see what is going on 
at our Southern border. 

I applied for my green card 
and waited in line, as many are 
doing right now. We are a coun-
try of laws and those laws must 
be respected. No question that 
we have a broken immigration 
system that must be fixed. No 
one wants to see children sepa-
rated from their parents. That 
being said, those who wish to 
come here or apply for asylum 
need to come in the legal way 
and abide by our rules.

Furthermore, to compare 
what is happening at the bor-
der (as was implied by a recent 
opinion piece in the Journal) 
to Jewish refugees during 

the Holocaust is to trivial-
ize, demean and diminish the 
unspeakable horror that our 
people went through. Jews, 
unlike illegals attempting to 
enter the country by bypassing 
the law, did not seek asylum 
looking for economic oppor-
tunity and a better life. They 
were forced to leave only for the 
crime of being a Jew.

There are problems with our 
immigration system that must 
be corrected, but making com-
parisons to the plight of our 
Jewish Holocaust brethren to 
the situation at our southern 
border is a desecration to their 
memory. It is downright shame-
ful!

Carol Denbo
Swampscott 

Undocumented refugees, and the Holocaust

By Yoav Limor

Exactly four years after 
“Operation Protective 
Edge” in the Gaza Strip, 

Israel and Hamas are at the 
brink of another full-fledged 
clash.

The escalation notes this 
weekend did not have one sin-
gle trigger but rather it was the 

result of both parties reaching 
critical mass. Months of bor-
der riots and arson terrorism 
have worn out Israel’s patience, 
and the restriction imposed 
on Gaza’s fishing zone and the 
shuttering of the Kerem Shalom 
cargo crossing did the same for 
Hamas. 

It seems that both Israel 

Hamas wary of 
full-fledged conflict

continued on page 18

A Palestinian prepares an incendiary kite.
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their summer solstice is Donald 
Trump. The American president 
has provoked such a polarized 
response from his constituents 
that they’re beginning to behave 
like Israelis in their curt, direct, 
and antagonistic way.

And of course, no matter who 
you talk to, it’s assumed that you 
– the visitor from Israel – will 
be in complete agreement with 
their views. My first encoun-

ter with the new America took 
place in a local rural breakfast 
diner seemingly patronized by 
summer transplants and full-
time locals. Waiting for a table 
to open up, I struck up a con-
versation with a pleasant older 
couple also in line. Turns out 
he was a former policeman on 
Cape Cod who now owns a pri-
vate security firm.

“So, what do Israelis think 

about our president?” he asked 
me after learning of my resi-
dence.  My mind went into one 
of those fast-motion dialogues 
as I pondered my answer. Do 
I honestly respond that most 
Israelis, like the rest of the 
world, think he’s deranged? I 
don’t want to risk antagonizing 
an ex-cop and wind up getting 
stomped waiting for my eggs 
and home fries.

“Well,” I answered, “I think 
that most Israelis appreciate 
Trump’s policies in the Middle 
East, especially his moving the 
US Embassy to Jerusalem, while 
realizing that he’s unpredictable 
and perhaps a little unstable.”

“I don’t think he’s unstable 
or unpredictable. I agree with 
him down the line, on Israel, 
on immigrants, the whole lot,” 
the ex-cop answered, as I inter-
nally congratulated myself over 
not blurting out my original 
thoughts. “The country is on its 
way to becoming great again, 
and Israel will only benefit from 
that.”

Thankfully, our tables were 
soon ready so I didn’t have to 
keep nodding politely in agree-
ment. 

Such awkward encounters 
were kept in check a few days 
later when a family gathering 
required some mediation to 
ensure that the anti- and pro-
Trump sides agreed to a tem-
porary truce. Politics, at least of 
the domestic kind, was declared 
off-limits, which left conversa-
tion somewhat stilted at times. 
You could just feel the tension 
as people held back their now-
automatic tendencies to grum-
ble about everything Trump.

The only subject that every-
one could agree on, in fact, was 
Israel. Israeli technology helped 
locate the missing Thai kids lost 
in the cave that captured the 

world’s attention. Israel was giv-
ing aid to Syrian refugees flee-
ing the fighting and heading to 
the Israeli border. Divided by 
Trump, we bonded over Israel.

But the encounter with the 
ex-cop stayed with me – espe-
cially the Israel connection.  
The worrisome equation I was 
picking up during my stay in 
America was Israel supporter 
= Trump supporter and Trump 
supporter = Israel supporter.
The dilemma facing Israel in 
the Trump Era is how to handle 
the details when the leader of 
the United States is dismissed 
by much of the rest of the world 
as a threat and a menace. 

Hopefully, those Americans 
who aren’t fans are smart 
enough to be able to separate 
their disdain and outrage over 
Trump from their feelings about 
Israel. And hopefully Israel is 
smart enough to realize that 
the Trump Administration, too, 
shall pass, and that strong ties 
need to be kept and strength-
ened with political leadership 
on all sides of the American 
spectrum.

But if things get too tense, a 
great suggestion to all sides in 
the political battles raging in 
the US and in Israel is to take 
a couple days and go jump in 
the lake.

David Brinn writes from 
Jerusalem. 

A time to jump in the lake
from page 1 

In Maine, there’s no edge, just a blissful middle. 

By Jonathan Tobin 

As far as much of the American pub-
lic is concerned, the timing for US 
President Donald Trump’s meeting 

with Russian President Vladimir Putin 
couldn’t be worse. The indictments of 12 
Russian military intelligence officers on 
Friday renewed the calls for a tougher 
stance from the administration against 
Moscow. But with Trump determined to 
achieve some sort of détente with Russia, 
the indictments gave ammunition to his 
critics who see the meeting as appease-
ment or worse.

But while Americans are deeply divid-
ed about the highly politicized topic of 
relations with Russia, many Israelis seem 
to be taking a very different view of the 
situation. Israel’s government is openly 
rooting for Trump and Putin to agree to 
cooperate in removing or at least lessen-
ing what it considers to be the country’s 
greatest security threat: Iran’s military 
presence in Syria. 

Despite this past weekend’s renewed 
rocket fire from Gaza into southern Israel, 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
has devoted most of his recent atten-
tion towards his own outreach project to 
Russia. Netanyahu did his best to flatter 
Putin during his visit last week to Russia 
but, unlike Trump, not even his most 
bitter critics are tossing around libelous 
accusations about him being a Russian 
agent. That’s because there is little doubt 
that the best chance for avoiding a new 
war rests on persuading Russia to force 
Iran to move its troops away from the 
border with Israel.

Netanyahu returned home hoping 
that the outline of an agreement with 
Russia over Syria had been reached. The 
parameters are straightforward. Israel 
would agree not to question the continu-
ation of Syrian President Bashar Assad’s 
regime now that the dictator’s Russian 
and Iranian allies have nearly completed 
their victory in the civil war. In exchange 
for the Israelis not disputing that mass 
murderer’s hold on power, the Russians 
would force the Iranians to pull back 

their forces, as well as their Hezbollah 
auxiliaries, and otherwise prevent 
Tehran from turning Syria into another 
front in their war on Israel.

As long as the Syrians abide by 
the terms of the ceasefire that Henry 
Kissinger negotiated between the respec-
tive governments led by Golda Meir and 
Assad’s equally murderous father Hafez 
in 1974, it sounds like a reasonable deal 
to the Israelis. But they are also hoping 
that Trump can help provide Russia with 
a motive for restraining Iran, if not evict-
ing it altogether from Syria.

The questions about this strategy are 
twofold.

One concerns whether both Israel and 
the United States are wrong to believe 
that Putin has any real intention of push-
ing Iran out of Syria or keeping a lid on 
the potential for conflict with the Jewish 
state.

The other rests on whether sweet-
talking or even bribing the Russians to 
help on Iran is worth the price that 
Putin might expect the United States to 
pay: acquiescing to Russia’s aggression 
against Ukraine, as well as sending a sig-

nal that future efforts to reassemble the 
old Soviet empire might also be accepted 
by the Americans.

Trump’s openness to Russia is trou-
bling to many Americans for reasons 
that have nothing to do with Ukraine or 
Syria. Those who see Trump’s soft spot 
for the Russians as a payoff for Moscow’s 
interference in the 2016 presidential 
election are throwing around words like 
“treason” when they discuss a policy 
that they might have applauded under 
other circumstances. The connection 
between Russian meddling and Trump 
is something many on the left take as a 
given, though proof for actual collusion 
is still wanting, pending the conclusion 
of Robert Mueller’s investigation.

Even if these accusations are false, 
any decision on Trump’s part to make 
nice with the Russians lets his foes brand 
his actions as a betrayal of US interests.

Leaving aside the question of bad 
optics, the possible cost of Trump’s seem-
ing ambivalence or hostility to America’s 
European allies and NATO could be 
paid by the small republics that now 
look to the West to defend them against 

Moscow. The fate of not only Ukraine, 
but also the Baltic states and Poland, 
rests on American resolve to restrain 
Russia today, just like it did during the 
Cold War. Any dropping of sanctions on 
Russia or acceptance of its seizure of the 
Crimea undermines the notion of collec-
tive security on which American foreign 
policy has rested since 1945.

Yet there is also a compelling case 
to be made that restraining an Iranian 
regime that was strengthened and 
enriched by President Barack Obama’s 
appeasement policy is just as much of 
a priority for the West as standing up to 
Russia. Obama bears the blame for let-
ting not only the Iranians grow bolder, 
but for allowing the Russians to take 
charge in Syria after his disgraceful “red 
line” retreat on chemical-weapons use. 
But Iran’s growing power is now Trump’s 
problem, and it’s up to him to not only 
roll back the terrible nuclear deal Obama 
struck with Tehran but to prevent it from 
starting a new war with Israel that would 
have incalculable consequences.

That’s why the Israelis should be given 
a pass for hoping that Trump does con-
vince Putin that it’s in his best inter-
ests to prevent Iran from starting a war 
that would endanger the gains Russia 
made while Obama tried to “lead from 
behind.”

The main point here is that there 
is more at stake in the US-Russian 
talks than settling scores about 2016 
or what you think about Trump. The 
United States needs to find a way to get 
Russia to lessen the threat of war from 
Iran in Syria, while not betraying those 
Europeans who live in fear that Putin 
will attack them, too. It remains to be 
seen whether Trump is up to the task of 
threading that diplomatic needle. Still, 
the people of Israel are hoping that, at 
the very least, America will do its part 
to prevent the Middle East from inching 
further towards a war driven by Iran’s 
ambitions and hate for the Jewish state.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of 
JNS.org. 

Israel is openly rooting for Trump and Putin to agree to remove Iran from Syria.

Why Israel wants Trump to get along with Putin



By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON – Yehuda Yaakov, 
Consul General of Israel to New 
England, and his wife Ofra have 
become familiar and friendly 
faces in Boston, on the North 
Shore, and across the region. 
From attending Shabbat servic-
es at local synagogues, taking in 
concerts, and hosting Israelis in 
programs across the spectrum 
of academic, social, and cultural 
worlds, the couple has made 
diplomacy a family affair. 

Now, as the consul general’s 
post in New England wraps up 
in August, the warm and engag-
ing couple sat down at the con-

sulate office in Park Square to 
reflect on their four years here 
and some of the milestones they 
experienced. 

Among a handful of standout 
moments, Yaakov recalled host-
ing Lieutenant Shachar Erez, 
who was the first member of the 
Israel Defense Forces who came 
out as transgender. At one of 
the public programs where Erez 
spoke in March 2017, Bryan 
Bishop, cofounder and direc-
tor of the Boston-based group 
OUTVETS, announced that the 
group would open an office 
in Tel Aviv, its first outside the 
United States.

“We were totally surprised. 
That was overwhelming,” 
Yaakov said. “There were a lot 
of people in that room holding 
back tears. That was a very pow-
erful moment.”

Yaakov revealed he was 
deeply moved by an award 
from Colette Phillips of Get 
Konnected! in recognition for 
his contribution to diverse com-
munities. The engraved glass 
award was presented at the 
consulate’s annual program last 

year commemorating the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. at the 
Museum of African American 
History on Beacon Hill.

Below is an excerpt from 
the Journal’s interview with the 
Yaakovs.

Jewish Journal: In your ten-
ure here, the consulate was 
involved in several high-pro-
file accomplishments, includ-
ing El Al’s launching of non-
stop flights between Boston 
and Tel Aviv. What stands out 
for you in relations between 
Massachusetts and Israel?

Yehuda: The big ticket was 
Governor [Charlie] Baker’s 
first trip to Israel. We played 
an active, central role. It defi-
nitely helped cement the robust 
ties between the Israeli and 
Massachusetts ecosystem in 
cybersecurity and pointed it in 
the direction to create a more 
robust relationship in digital 
health. 

Ofra: Our [monthly] Shabbat 
dinners, when we opened our 
house for not only Jewish peo-

300 Salem Street
Swampscott

781.593.6111

72 Front Street
Marblehead
781.631.8800

–– Swampscott ––
Perfection!!! 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath colonial  
in an estate setting. Sweeping ocean views.  

Moments to the beach.
$1,400,000

saganharborside.com

–– Marblehead ––
Year round views of the ocean.  

A “slice of Heaven” in  
the Cliffs location!

$1,250,000

VIEWS, VIEWS, VIEWS!

Shabbat

✡

✡

✡

✡

✡

✡

✡

Lynch Park, 55 Ober Street, Beverly, MA 

Temple 
B’nai Abraham
of Beverly 
invites you 
to join us for

�
�

�

Pizza dinner at 6:00 pm followed 
by Shabbat service at 6:45 or 7:00 pm

July 20 • 6:00 pm Pizza / 7:00 pm Service

July 27 • 6:00 pm Pizza / 7:00 pm Service

August 3 • 6:00 pm Pizza / 6:45 pm Service

August 10 • 6:00 pm Pizza / 6:45 pm Service

August 17 • Tot Shabbat 5:30 pm, 
6:00 pm Pizza / 6:45 pm Service 

August 24 • 6:00 pm Pizza / 6:45 pm Service

In the event of rain, the program will move 
to Temple B'nai Abraham. �

Contact us to learn more about our special community. 
Ask about our discounted "new member" rates and free 
Pre-K Sunday mornings. We look forward to meeting you.
info@tbabeverly.org   • 978-927-3211

Services are always family-friendly. 
Just bring a chair or a blanket 
and we will supply the pizza.
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SALES • RENTALS • STORAGE
40 Doaks Lane, Marblehead 

781-990-3552
littleharborboathouse.com

Paddle Adventure Program! 
Spots Available!

Consul General of Israel and his wife will bid fond farewell to New England

Ofra and Yehuda Yaakov at the Seeds of Peace camp in Maine.

continued on page 14



Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

info@campyoungjudaea.com  •  www.cyj.org  •  603-673-3710

Book a Tour this Summer – Call Today!Book a Tour this Summer – Call Today!

978-750-0100
Mon-Sat: 6am - 9pm  ~  Sunday: 6am - 8pm

expires July 31, 2018

Karaoke on
Fridays and

Saturdays from
8:30 pm to
12:30 am!

ORDER ONLINE AT: 
www.fantasyislandsalem.com

516 Loring Avenue, Salem
Tel: (978) 745-1700 

Fax: (978) 740-9121

Celebrating  
36 Years

EXTRA 50% OFF
All Sale Fashions

427 Paradise Road • Vinnin Square • Swampscott
781-599-8829 • Mon-Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 12-4

RED HOT 
SALE!

One week only. Starts Friday, July 20th.
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By Penny Schwartz
JOUNRAL CORRESPONDENT 

As Matan Zamir wraps up his 
post as Deputy Consul General 
of Israel to New England at the 
end of September, the ever-
exuberant 36-year-old diplomat 
spoke with the Journal about his 
recent initiatives working with 
Boston’s Jewish community. 

Zamir, whose family has 
called Jerusalem home for 
nine generations, also revealed 
that he enjoys strolling around 
Boston’s North End and South 
End neighborhoods and discov-
ering places to eat.

Below is an excerpt of the 
conversation with Zamir at his 
Park Square office.

Jewish Journal: What is a 
project you are most excited 
about?

Matan Zamir: Something 
fresh, that we just did last 
February, was to take a dele-
gation of 12 young people to 
Kenya with a partnership with 
the CJP [Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies of Greater 
Boston.] We went to see the work 
that Israel and the Israeli embas-
sy is doing in Nairobi in the area 
of international development. 
They have hundreds of projects 
in education, technology, and 
water.  [The trip] was a first-of-
its-kind program. The idea was 
to get inspired and to inspire 
others. The next delegation is 
leaving at the end of August.  

JJ: You’ve become known as 
the go-to expert for introduc-
ing the area’s Jewish commu-
nity to the wider world of Israeli 
wines. 

MZ: Yes. This was envisioned 
by the Consul General [Yehuda 
Yaakov]. Not many people know, 
and I hope many more people 
today know, that Israel has an 
amazing variety of wines, with 
more than 250 wineries.  I am 
now a fan, not only because I’m 
Israeli but I really enjoy Israeli 
wine. I just came back from a 
wine outlet in New Hampshire 
and there was an Israeli sec-
tion. It was incredible. The more 
people ask for Israeli wines in 
shops and restaurants, the more 
they will be supplied. 

JJ:  As someone in your mid-
30s, did you bring a younger 
generation’s perspective to 
your role?

MZ: One example, very 
recently, of something I did. It 
bothered me that with half a mil-
lion [people] coming to Boston’s 

Pride Parade, we did not have 
an official delegation. It’s done 
in other cities.  This was the first 
year. We had a group of about 
50 people marching in an Israeli 
delegation. It was incredible. 

JJ: Have you been to the new 
Cafe Landwer [a popular chain 
across Israel that this year 
opened its first US location on 
Beacon Street in Boston]?

MZ: Yes. For me, it is a taste 
of Israel. If you change the 
street name, it’s like Rothschild 
Boulevard [Tel Aviv’s historic 
street filled with restaurants.] It’s 
a great destination.

JJ: What’s next for you?
MZ: My plan is to be in Israel 

for a year or two [with the 
Foreign Ministry] and I hope to 
be back in the US.

Photo courtesy Consulate General of Israel to New England
Matan Zamir (back row, second from left), deputy consul general of 
Israel to New England, led a delegation of Bostonians to Kenya. 

Zamir brought young voice  
to Consul General’s office



If you are confident, self-motivated, and would like a job that 
pays well, and allows you to make your own hours, 

please contact us.

Email Steven Rosenberg at rosenberg@jewishjournal.org

By Michael WittnerJOURNAL STAFF
How would you like to learn 

how to write a play? Make a 
robot out of Legos? Become a 
mad scientist? Maybe you’d like 
to travel to a trampoline park, 
or mini-golf course that glows 
neon? Or perhaps you’d just like 
to kick back and swim in a pool 
or lake? 

Campers will be able to 
do any and all of the above at 
Jewish day camps on the North 
Shore this summer. And if you 
haven’t enrolled your child yet, 
there’s still time – camps are still 
accepting new applicants. 

The JCC of the North Shore 
offers summer programs for 
campers in preschool all the way 
through high school. All pro-
grams are located at the JCC in 
Marblehead. Kindercamp is for 
the youngest campers. To be eli-
gible, campers must be at least 
two years and nine months old, 
and not yet have entered kin-
dergarten. Kindercampers will 
enjoy a full day of music, sports, 
science, and swim. Each week 
will feature special events like a 
carnival and Israel Day. Campers entering first 

through seventh grades can 
attend Camp Simchah Classic. 
Simchah Classic is divided into 

two camps with different pro-
gramming: Simchah Classic 
Junior for campers entering 
first through third grades, and 
Simchah Classic for campers 
entering fourth through seventh 
grades. Simchah Classic camps 
are notable for their wide selec-
tion of elective activities, such as 
computer coding, chess, drama, 
and more.  “Recognizing the 
varied interests of our camp-
ers, Camp Simchah offers some-
thing for everyone,” said Leah 
Reich, director of camp, youth, 
and family programs. Campers in Simchah Classic 

Junior participate in a different 
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By Michael WittnerJOURNAL STAFF
SALEM – For many, the North Shore is a lucky place to live. 

“I am incredibly lucky,” said Rabbi Jillian Cameron of Salem. “I 

know that, and I think about it on a regular basis.” A second later, 

she reiterated: “I’m very, very, very lucky.” 

“I feel so fortunate to be born in Massachusetts, to be born 

and live on the North Shore,” said Bruce Silverlieb of Marblehead. 

“That’s why I want everyone to move here.”

Cameron and Silverlieb consider themselves lucky because as 

members of the LGBTQ community, they have felt welcomed and 

embraced by the North Shore. On Saturday, June 24, they’ll have an 

opportunity to show their appreciation.

Cameron will march in the North Shore Pride Parade as part of 

the Jew(ish) Tribe for Pride on Saturday, June 24, on Salem Common. 

Silverlieb cannot march because it falls on Shabbat. 

This is the second year for the Jew(ish) Tribe for Pride, which 

puts parentheses around the “ish” as a gesture of inclusivity. Last 

year, 30 people marched in Salem with them, and this year, they’re 

expecting 50. The Jewish Family & Children’s Service, BBYO, Epstein 

Jews to march in Pride Parade

The Jew(ish) Tribe for Pride marched in Salem last year.

Jewish day camps offer 
fun and inclusive programs

Campers at Chabad’s Camp Gan Israel
Underwater fun at Camp Simchah

By David BrinnJOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 
Recent findings published by the American Jewish 

Committee reveal that American Jews are increas-

ingly from Venus while Israelis are firmly planted on 

Mars.

The AJC poll includ-
ed many of the expect-
ed political, social and 
religious questions 
that generally raise 
the hackles of any dis-
course between the 

cousins on opposite sides of the sea – issues like 

Palestinian peace negotiations, settlements, religious 

pluralism, religious coercion, the Western Wall and 

Orthodox monopoly over religious affairs in Israel.

And – no surprise here – compared to their Israeli 

brethren, American Jews are more dovish and sup-

portive of religious pluralism than their Israeli coun-

terparts. More surprising is the fact that some Israelis 

and even more American Jews consider themselves 

estranged or divorced from each other.

More than twice as many Israelis (28 percent) 

view American Jews as their siblings while only 12 

percent of American Jews reciprocate. Even more so, 

31 percent of American Jews don’t consider Israelis 

to be part of their family at all, compared to only 21 

percent of Israelis who felt that way about American 

Jews.

American Jews are from Venus; 
Israelis are from Mars 

Letter from 
Jerusalem

An American Jewish Committee poll reported that 85 percent 

of Israeli Jews support Trump’s decision to recognize Jerusalem 

as the capital of Israel and relocate the US Embassy to the city. 

continued on page 9
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Philip Roth at his Upper West Side apartment.

By Michael Wittner

JOURNAL STAFF

Walk through the halls of Temple 

Emanuel of Andover on any given day, 

and chances are you’ll hear music com-

ing from somewhere. 

It’s not always the kind of music you’d 

expect at a temple. Often at the end of 

Shabbat services, you’ll hear “Sounds 

of Silence” by Simon & Garfunkel. On 

Hanukkah, you might hear a mariachi 

band, a rap group, or “Stayin’ Alive” by 

the Bee Gees.

That’s just the way Cantor Idan 

Irelander likes it. “We will always be a 

musical temple,” he said. “When you 

sing and play together, it enhances the 

level of participation. It shows commu-

nity and friendship – it shows that happy 

things happen here.” 

Simple math proves his point: when 

bands are part of the Shabbat services 

at Emanuel each month, Irelander esti-

mates that turnout increases by roughly 

100 people.

Temples across the North Shore agree 

with Irelander, and in recent years, many 

have added their own bands. But there 

is a reason this is only a recent phe-

nomenon. Although the idea of a band 

playing guitar or saxophone during a 

Saturday service is no longer so contro-

versial among Conservative and Reform 

congregations, for much of Jewish his-

tory, it would have been unthinkable.

The first reason is obvious: on Shabbat, 

observant Jews technically aren’t even 

permitted to flip on the switch to the gui-

tar, let alone play it. The Talmud explic-

itly states that on Shabbat “one may not 

smack or clap or dance, lest one fix a 

musical instrument.” 

Elana Rozenfeld, who will leave her 

post this month as cantor of Congregation 

Shirat Hayam in Swampscott, leads the 

renowned Ruach Band that has conclud-

Temples across the North Shore  

are proclaiming: Let there be music!The Soul Sisters, the all-female band of Temple Emanuel in Andover.

continued on page 8

By Michael Wittner

JOURNAL STAFF

Secretary of State Bill 

Galvin found out June 2 that 

reaching his seventh term 

will be no easy ride.

Boston City Councilor 

Josh Zakim got 55 percent of 

the vote at the Democratic 

State Convention in 

Worcester, and has the 

backing of Boston Mayor 

Marty Walsh heading into 

the primary on Sept. 4.

Zakim, 34, the son of 

the late Anti-Defamation 

League leader Lenny Zakim, 

saw something he didn’t like 

in state politics and decided 

to do something about it. 

The Center for American 

Progress, a think tank based in 

Washington, did a study last year that 

assigned each state a grade for its elec-

tion security. 

Massachu setts got a C.

“I was not always an A student, as 

my mother would lamentably tell you,” 

Zakim said, “but I don’t think a C is 

acceptable.”

According to the study, one of 

Massachusetts’s problems is that the 

decision to escalate post-election audits, 

which examine flaws in voting systems, is 

left up to the discretion of the secretary of 

state, who for the past 23 years has been 

Galvin. 

Zakim was motivated to run for the 

office while chairing the Civil Rights 

Commission on the Boston City Council, 

where he has represented the Eighth 

District for the past five years. Zakim 

began to wonder why the system in 

Massachusetts, which is run by the 

Secretary of State’s office, is still so anti-

quated and inefficient. 

“I’m in this race because people would 

come to us and tell us there’s a bill for 

automatic voter registration in the State 

House,” Zakim told a crowd at a fund-

raiser in Marblehead on May 23. “That 

means that when you get your driver’s 

license or sign up for MassHealth, we’re 

going to register you to vote. We say, 

great, this is great, and we support it, 

13-0. And then nothing happens. I begin 

wondering why Massachusetts? Why in a 

state that’s been such a leader through-

out our history, are we so far behind on 

these issues? The reason is there’s been 

a lack of leadership in the Secretary of 

State’s office.” 

Democrats endorse  

Zakim for top state post

Boston City Councilor Josh Zakim on the campaign trail.

continued on page 10

By Rabbi Neal Gold 

I am one of the Exiles of Newark, New Jersey.

My father was raised on Goldsmith Avenue, 

became a bar mitzvah at Young Israel, and went to 

Weequahic High School, class 

of ’59. His mother was born 

in Newark; both she and my 

grandfather spent their careers 

teaching in the Newark public 

school system. My great-grandparents’ graves are in 

Newark, in the McClellan Street cemeteries. 

No doubt I would have been there, too. Except that, 

to bastardize the words of Agnon, through a historical 

Personal 

Essay

Philip Roth:  

An appreciation of  

the wicked child

continued on page 14

By Rebecca Spence

R
eading Philip Roth taught me how to write fic-

tion. 
Reared, like Roth, on the so-called classics – 

i.e., works of fiction by white male authors, the major-

ity of them Christian 

– and introduced at 

Concord Academy to 

the more diverse voices 

of Amy Tan, Toni Morrison, Virginia Woolf, and Jean 

Rhys, I managed to arrive at college with no clue as 

to what a Jewish voice, male or female, might sound 

like on the page. 

Apprec
iation

The liberating  

influence of  

Philip Roth

continued on page 15
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By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Art has been imitating life 
for Shelli Epstein. As the 
24-year-old Israeli-British 

gymnast and performer recently 
told the Journal, “I am used to 
people coming and going in my 
life.” 

Her history of changing loca-
tions and evolving connections 
goes back as far as her infancy. 
She was born in Ramat Gan, 
Israel, to a banker father and 
nurse mother and soon her fam-
ily moved to England. She began 
competitive gymnastics at age 
4 and learned Judaic studies at 
London’s Jewish Free School as 
her father took on subsequent 
positions with British and Israeli 
banks. 

Epstein’s personal ease has 
lately extended to profession-
al comfort with an over two-
year stint in Cirque du Soleil’s 
“Luzia.” Now on tour under the 
company’s grand circus tent at 
Suffolk Downs through Aug. 12, 
the Mexico-inspired production 

features the multitalented per-
former as the Running Woman 
in the opening moments and 
as a female flyer in the penulti-
mate Swing to Swing feat with 
an ensemble of Slavic talents.  

Relishing the collabora-
tive and cooperative nature of 
“Luzia” in general and Swing 
to Swing in particular, Epstein 
said, “We’re all working in the 
same environment and we learn 
to work together.” At the same 
time, she embraced Swing to 
Swing’s striking challenges. “It’s 
got that element of danger,” 
she explained. “It’s been a great 
learning experience to balance 
my nerve and suppress it [at 
times] to make sure I don’t lose 
my timing. You have to trust the 
partner [the catcher]. You have 
very minimal time.“ 

As for Running Woman, 
Epstein noted that her character 
and the sequence derive from 
a Mexican tradition: “They run 
barefoot through the mountains 
at distances of 50 to 100 miles.” 
She added that the silver metal-
lic horse – propelled by Cirque 

performers – that follows her in 
the sequence alludes to Spanish 
influence and ambiance.

Cirque du Soleil continues 
to amaze with each of its dis-
tinct incarnations. “Luzia” is not 
only no exception, but also a 
unique evocation that takes the 
Montreal-based phenomenon 
to rich new territory.

As always, the cast – here 
under the expert direction of 
Daniele Finzi Pasca – includes 
first-class talent from around the 
world. Look for stunning grace 
and visual beauty in Running 
Woman, with Epstein wearing 
luminous monarch butterfly-

evoking wings, and the eye-
catching Swing to Swing with 
amazing height as pushers send 
her and fellow flyers to catchers. 

Eric (Fool) Koller has every-
man eloquence as the clown who 
lands – along with the audience 
– in the show’s image of Mexico. 
Other standouts include hand 
balancing on canes with gravity-
defying Ugo Laffolay; juggling 
with seven-pins by Cylios Pytlak 
(both from France); and contor-
tion with Aleksei Goloborodko 
(from Russia) amid stage-
adorned candles.  Goloborodko’s 
magical work – could he be qua-
druple-jointed? – makes him the 

best contortionist this critic has 
seen during decades of covering 
Cirque du Soleil and its theatri-
cal counterparts.  

While experiencing “such a 
joy to be able to tour and see the 
world,” Epstein also stressed her 
ongoing ties to Israel, where she 
tries to visit annually. In fact, she 
plans to spend the production’s 
two-week break after the Boston 
stint with family in Ra’anana. 
Later, “Luzia” will run for four 
months in Mexico.

For tickets to the Boston  
show, call 877-924-7783 or visit 
cirquedusoleil.com.

Israeli-born gymnast Epstein dazzles in Cirque du Soleil’s ‘Luzia’

Israeli gymnast and dancer Shelli Epstein performs with Cirque du Soleil.
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Baker’s keynote address, 
before the CJP’s Women’s 
Philanthropy’s annual “Choose 
to Connect” benefit at 
Congregation Shirat Hayam, 
was his first public address since 
becoming CJP’s president. 

Baker’s speech combined 
words of Torah and also outlined 
a broad vision to strengthen and 
unite the Greater Boston Jewish 
community. 

In his introductory remarks, 
Baker chose to focus on this 
week’s Torah portion, Devarim, 
when Moses advised his people 
to remember their past once they 
arrived at the promised land. 
“One of the words that appears 
something like 160 times in the 
Torah and that captures the 
essence of our people … is zahor, 
remember,” said Baker. “Once 
you get a few generations away, 
connection doesn’t just happen. 
After time, you forget, and you 
disconnect, unless you choose to 
stay connected.” 

Baker used “connection” as 
a unifying thread in his speech. 
He discussed his personal jour-
ney toward reclaiming his Jewish 
heritage, and his vision for CJP 
going forward. Despite a strong 
Jewish background, he began to 
question his Jewish identity as 
he moved into high school and 
college, and searched elsewhere 
for meaning. Eventually, he 
found his way back to Judaism. 
“At a certain point in time I real-
ized I have my own culture and 
heritage,” he said. “I realized 
that every question and answer 
I can find out there, I can find 

in here if I choose to connect to 
where I come from.” 

Baker hopes to use CJP’s 
resources to facilitate connec-
tions between Jews and their 
heritage, between other com-
munities, and with the wider 
world. He said that investing in 
a variety of local Jewish insti-
tutions such as camps, day 
schools and synagogues, CJP 
can help Jews strengthen their 
Jewish identity. 

“We need to build institu-
tions that are vibrant and rel-
evant and compelling,” he said. 
“We need to innovate when our 
institutions aren’t yet there, and 
we need compelling ways to 
bring people into Jewish life.” 

Finally, he hopes to use CJP 
as a powerful force for tikkun 
olam. “I think the world has 
never needed the Jewish people 
more than it does right now,” he 
said. “As a Jewish community, 
we have an opportunity to ful-
fill our mitzvah to rebuild and 
repair the world.” He pointed 
to just a few of CJP’s projects, 
which have included raising 
money to reunite families at the 
border, organizing a “transitions 
to work” program for people 
with disabilities, and initiatives 
to eradicate Jewish poverty in 
the area.

“It’s on all of us to choose to 
connect, to make the most of 
our opportunities, to step up 
and contribute our individual 
voices and our voices as a com-
munity and when we do so, I 
really think our future is limit-
less,” said Baker.

Baker, CJP
from page 1

Karen Solomon, Shari Sagan McGuirk, Rabbi Marc Baker, and Alex 
Shube at Congregation Shirat Hayam. 
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BOSTON – Local Jewish insti-
tutions and organizations will 
hold special Tisha B’Av services 
on Sunday, July 22, at 5 p.m., 
outside the US Immigrations 
and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) offices in Burlington.

Tisha B’Av begins at sun-
down on Saturday, July 21. It is 
considered the most tragic day 
of the Jewish calendar, in which 
Jews mourn the destruction of 
the First and Second Temples 
in Jerusalem, along with other 
tragedies from Jewish history. 

Sunday’s service, in solidar-
ity with immigrant communi-
ties and asylum seekers, is being 
jointly sponsored by T’ruah: 
The Rabbinic Call for Human 
Rights,  Bend the Arc: A Jewish 
Partnership for Justice and The 
Jewish Alliance for Law and 
Social Action.

“Tisha B’Av commemorates 
Jewish national tragedy, tragedy 

that led to wandering and dis-
placement,” said T’ruah Deputy 
Director Rabbi Rachel Kahn-
Troster. “On Tisha B’Av, we read 
the book of Lamentations, which 
is filled with the gut-wrenching 
choices that families made in 
the worst of circumstances. This 
year, our laments are in solidar-
ity with the laments of immi-
grants and asylum seekers.”

Rabbi Mike Rothbaum, spiri-
tual leader of Congregation 
Beth Elohim in Acton, and one 
of the organizers of the Boston-
area Tisha B’Av service, said, 
“Tisha B’Av is a stark remind-
er that even the most beauti-
ful of Temples collapse under 
the weight of what the rabbis 
call sinat chinam, groundless 
hatred. Persecution of the very 
people who grow our food, 
build our towns, and care for 
our most vulnerable is not only 
cruel – it’s tragically senseless.”

Jewish groups to mark Tisha B’Av 
with vigils outside ICE office  



counselors support 55 campers 
with different special needs – an 
unusually high ratio, according 
to Melissa Caplan, director of 
the inclusion program. 

Maintaining that high ratio 
of qualified staff is an expen-
sive and logistically complex 
challenge, but support from 
JCC Executive Director Marty 
Schneer has made the task eas-
ier. “We’re very lucky we have 

Marty Schneer because he sup-
ports the concept of full inclu-
sion,” said Caplan. “Not only 
does he support us and imple-
ment it, he knows it’s a money-
losing program.” Caplan point-
ed out that all families pay the 
same tuition, regardless of the 
special accommodations they 
require. 

Fundraising and various 
grants have helped. The pro-
gram also has received vital 
support from the Ruderman 
Family Foundation, which has 

given generous grants every 
year. “We rely heavily on the 
Ruderman grant,” said Caplan. 
“We couldn’t do it without them 
… and we’re incredibly grateful 
that it exists.”

Before camp, parents 
requesting special support fill 
out a detailed questionnaire, 
submit outside documentation, 
and accompany their child to 
meet Caplan in person. “We 
took a program that already 
existed and made it accessible 
for everyone,” she said. “Now 
we say, ‘What do you need to be 
able to participate to the best of 
your ability?’”

For those campers with 
physical disabilities, the JCC 
makes sure all facilities are fully 
accessible. Others require one-
on-one support with qualified 
counselors who accompany 
them during the day. Counselors 
switch off, but Caplan still tries 
to pair counselors with camp-
ers when she notices a positive 
connection. 

“I hire counselors who work 
in special ed, are studying spe-
cial ed or psychology, or have 
an interest or knack for it,” she 
said.

For Slimane, individualized 
attention from qualified coun-
selors has been one of the pro-
gram’s high points. Her son has 
responded well to one in par-
ticular. “He keeps talking about 
this one,” she said. “The tone of 
voice is important, and he likes 
her tone of voice.”

Other counselors help kids 
simply by being role models. 
Six counselors have disabilities, 
and Caplan thinks it sends a 
powerful message for campers 
to see them in leadership posi-

tions. “It’s great for me to pro-
mote inclusion … however, I am 
an able-bodied human being,” 
she said. “Counselors in wheel-
chairs are living it. We’re show-
ing the little campers growing 
up that these people can work, 
and come to camp, and be a 
counselor. That message is pow-
erful.”

Trevor Connelly is a 
high school student from 
Marblehead who has spinal 
muscular atrophy and uses a 
power wheelchair. He’s worked 
as a counselor at the JCC for the 
past three years, and enjoys it a 
lot. “I love my job,” he said. “I 
really enjoy helping my camp-
ers with arts and crafts. I love 
feeling independent.”

Caplan has pushed for inclu-
sion of those with emotional 
disorders in addition to physi-
cal challenges. “Last summer we 
had a couple of teenage camp-
ers come through who were 

really suffering with mental 
health issues,” she said. “They 
had been hospitalized and were 
at risk of hurting themselves.” 

Finding the appropriate 
response can be a delicate bal-
ance, but Caplan is flexible 
about the accommodations. 
Solutions have included short-
ened days, attending only cer-
tain activities, and having a 
parent attend camp with them. 
Caplan acknowledged that even 
without an official diagnosis, 
many teens have trouble adjust-
ing to the stresses of adoles-
cence. 

“Camp needs to be a fun, safe 
place to unwind,” she said. 

For so many kids facing a 
variety of challenges, that’s 
exactly what it’s been.

“Inclusion is something valu-
able,” said Slimane. “When you 
get a camp that values the abili-
ties of every child, and sees their 
potential, that’s valuable.”
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Campers enjoy a science elective.



Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 
(CJL), a highly respected lead-
er in senior living with cam-
puses in Chelsea and Peabody, 
Massachusetts and JGS 
Lifecare (JGS) a leading health-
care system serving seniors 
and their families in western 
Massachusetts, announced 
their intention to affiliate. 

“Affiliating our two organi-
zations makes a great deal of 

sense at this time,” said Adam 
Berman, President of Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare. “CJL and JGS 
share the same mission, phi-
losophy, values and goals. We 
both strive to provide the high-
est possible quality of care. For 
us, this common synergy is the 
key to a long and successful 
relationship.”

“Our organizations are simi-
lar and like-minded in many 

regards,” said Susan Goldsmith, 
chair of the board for JGS 
Lifecare. “Both are centenar-
ian organizations that have 
been serving seniors for over 
100 years. We are both non-
profit, faith-based and found-
ed on Jewish principles while 
serving people of all faiths. We 
offer the same spectrum of ser-
vices, including skilled nurs-
ing, long-term care, short-term 
rehabilitation, home health and 
hospice, assisted living, inde-
pendent living, and adult day 
healthcare. Above all, our com-
mitment to providing the best 
possible care for our elderly 
community is the driving force 
behind both institutions and all 
we do.”

The relationship between 
CJL and JGS has developed 

over recent years. After Chelsea 
Jewish opened the award-win-
ning Leonard Florence Center 
for Living in 2010, the coun-
try’s first urban model Green 
House® skilled nursing facility, 
JGS consulted with CJL in prepa-
ration for the construction of its 
own Green House® model. The 
highly acclaimed Sosin Center 
for Rehabilitation opened in 
2016 on the Longmeadow cam-
pus. This affiliation is there-
fore a natural progression of 
the developing relationship 
between the two organizations.  
Once consummated, CJL will 
manage the daily affairs of JGS 
in accordance with the direc-
tion set by the JGS Board of 
Directors.

“This affiliation is benefi-
cial to both institutions and 

will ensure our stability and 
future growth for generations 
to come,” continued Goldsmith. 
“It’s no secret that across the 
healthcare continuum, it’s 
become increasingly impor-
tant for organizations to come 
together for long-term viabil-
ity, to learn best practices from 
each other and to better serve 
the greater good.”

“We believe this is a ter-
rific opportunity for us to 
combine our expertise to bet-
ter serve the growing senior 
population across the state 
of Massachusetts,” said Barry 
Berman, CEO of Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare. “Our com-
bined resources and economies 
of scale will ensure the future 
growth and enhancement of all 
of our services.”

~ Ted, Caregiver to Son, Brett

“As a parent, I’m very protective of  
my son and want to see him develop 
to the best of his abilities. Adult Foster 
Care of the North Shore has been  
a vital asset to our family over  
the past 5 years in helping  
find resources for Brett.”

978-281-2612  
AdultFosterCareNS.com  

Celebrating 15 Years

www.TheGablesAtWinchester.com
INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING • RESPITE STAYS

©2018 Five Star Senior Living
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Pet
Friendly

HAVE YOUR BEST BOSTON SUMMER
AT THE GABLES AT WINCHESTER

299 Cambridge Street
Winchester, MA 01890
781-756-102   6

When you call The Gables at Winchester home, every day is a new adventure.
Spend the afternoon along the Charles River, enjoy a Boston Pops performance,
or choose from any of our exciting Lifestyle360 programs to attend. 

Call to schedule a tour and experience the adventures for yourself. Discover
our beautiful community, savor chef-prepared treats, and talk to our residents
to see why they love life at The Gables. 

CALL 781-756-1026 TO SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY! 

when your apartment is 
at Two Victory Road.

The perfect address for people 
who want a little extra help to 

get a lot more out of life.

Two Victory Road is a wonderful 
neighborhood conveniently located 
on a scenic and serene pond on the 

Salem/Lynn line. 

Featuring a brand new community 
room, gym and active resident 

service program.

1 and 2 bedrooms 
starting at $1,500

Contact Karen at 978-532-4800 
for a property tour

Professionally managed by 
Crowninshield Management Company

There is no place like home

Shore Village is conveniently located near area shops and restaurants,  
public transportation and beach. Our brand new apartments are equipped  

with full kitchens, washer and dryer in unit and walk-in closets.  
Community room with fireplace and rooftop deck with great views.

A community for 62 plus.
For more information and to arrange a tour call 978-532-4800

137 EASTERN AVE., LYNN
Managed by Crowninshield Management Corporation

$1,300
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Chelsea Jewish Lifecare and JGS Lifecare announce affiliation
Newly combined organization will be among largest senior living non-profits in Mass.

From left, Susan Goldsmith, Chair of the Board JGS Lifecare, Adam 
Berman, President CJL, Barry Berman, CEO CJL.



Make Your Money Last!

We’ve done the math! Brooksby Village is a smarter choice than senior  
rental communities and other retirement living options on the North Shore.

Choose Brooksby Village and:

PRESERVE your hard-earned savings

PAY LESS for monthly fees

ENJOY MORE amenities and services

Brooksby Village apartment homes are more affordable than you think!  
Let us show you why we’re the best decision for your future, your  
family, and your finances.

Brooksby Village is the best  
financial option for your retirement.

12
98
25
44
-JJ

Call 1-800-614-6998 to learn more or  
to request your free 54-page brochure.

North Shore

BrooksbyVillage.com

781-639-4759
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”
Geriatric Care Management • Dementia/Alzheimer Care • Home Health Aides
Nursing Care • Medication Management • Assist with bathing/dressing
Meal planning/preparation • Companionship • Transportation
Light cleaning/laundry • Respite Care • Shopping/errands

… and more … from 2 to 24 hours a day

Email: confidentialcare@verizon.net Susan K. Newton, President

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246

Se niors
Af for da ble Se nior Hous ing For Over 30 Ye ars

social activities • small pets oK
Cle an, qui et, Af for da ble.

4 lo CA tions:
danvers • salem

peabody • beverly

EQU AL HOUS ING
OP POR TU N I  TY A POAH Community

Preservation Housing Community Management, LLC
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ple. For many, it was their first 
time at a Shabbat dinner, to hear 
the Kiddush, to talk about Israel. 
We made a lot of friends around 
that table. We did this together.

Yehuda: Diplomacy is a fam-
ily affair. 

JJ: What’s your favorite place 
to eat in Boston?

Ofra: Barcelona, the tapas 
restaurant [Barcelona Wine Bar], 
in Brookline. 

Yehuda: Boston should work 
on its kosher restaurants. My 
advice to future investors: while 
Bostonians don’t like to look to 
New York, you can have a kosher 
restaurant that appeals to the 
general public.

JJ: What on the North Shore 
has left an impression?

Yehuda: Rockport. We take 
guests there and have gone 
to a number of performanc-
es [at Rockport Music]. The 
most memorable event on the 
North Shore was not that long 
ago, at Temple Emanu-El [in 
Marblehead], where I said fare-
well to the North Shore commu-
nity. Rabbi [David] Meyer invit-

ed me to give out siddurim to 
young kids [third-graders from 
the religious school]. So many of 
them wanted to have their pic-
ture taken with me. That is defi-
nitely something we are going to 
remember. 

JJ: What gems did you dis-
cover in your travels across New 
England?

Yehuda: The lighthouses. 
Ofra: Yes, the lighthouses.
Yehuda: There is something 

about visiting a lighthouse dur-
ing sunset. 

JJ: You’ve offered many pro-
grams that highlighted Israel’s 
diverse population, including 
Ofra’s personal story as the 
daughter of Jewish immigrants 
who fled Iraq. What kind of 
response have you had?

Ofra: It’s a great audience for 
this. 

Yehuda: Ofra is being mod-
est. For four years, Ofra has 
spoken with students at Beacon 
Academy [a gap-year program 
for urban students entering high 
school] about her family’s story 
of being uprooted from their 
home and integrating into a new 
country. 

Ofra: I had the chance to 
speak with students in class. 
Not only about my experience 

but about Israel in general. They 
are very intelligent students 
and they asked many questions 
about Israel. 

JJ: What will you be up to 
when you return home to 
Israel?

Yehuda: I don’t have a for-
mal position yet [in the Foreign 
Ministry]; that is under negotia-
tion.

Ofra: I am looking forward 
to teaching science in the same 
school where I used to teach. I 
learned a lot here.

JJ: What will you miss?
Ofra: The fall colors and the 

lighthouses. We don’t have them 
in Israel.

Yehuda: The Jewish world; 
the effort to be welcoming of 
the other, in general, and in the 
Jewish world. I found this com-
munity very welcoming. There is 
a lot of love for Israel, and a lot of 
love in general.

Consul 
General
from page 8

Arbeiter at Cafe Europa

Photo by Susie Davidson  
Consul General of Germany to New England Ralf Horlemann chats 
with Holocaust survivor Israel Arbeiter at Temple Reyim in Newton 
during the June 24 Cafe Europa, a twice-yearly lunch and entertain-
ment event sponsored by the Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany and the German Consulate General Boston.



BENGAR, Helen B. (Sherman), 
103 – formerly of Revere, 
Winthrop and Somerville. Died 
on July 15, 2018. Wife of the 
late Paul Bengar. Daughter of 
the late Samuel and Pauline 
(Berger) Sherman. Mother of 
Barbara Shapiro and Joy and 
her husband Rodney Bovernick. 
Grandmother of Leanne 
Govaert and Wendy and her 
husband Steve Lanza. Great-
grandmother of Serena Govaert, 
and Cory, Cam and Tess Lanza. 
Sister of Ruth Jacobson, Lee 
Sherman, Harry Sherman, the 
late Sophie Karlin, Elizabeth 
Weene, and Martin Sherman. 
Aunt of many nieces, nephews, 
grandnieces and grandneph-
ews. (Goldman)

LEEDER, Evelyn (Silver), 103 – 
late of Lakewood, N.J., formerly 
of Malden. Died on July 13, 
2018. Wife of the late Rabbi Dr. 
Sidney Leeder. (Goldman)

LESSES, Stuart W., 69 – late of 
Lynn, formerly of Swampscott. 
Died on June 28, 2018. Son 
of the late Priscilla (Yozell) 
Lesses and Harrison J. Lesses 
of Swampscott. Brother of the 
late Richard M. Lesses. Cousin 
of Emily, John, James, and Sally 
Yozell. Friend of Sue Rizzo. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

LEVINE, Marion “Babe” 
(Callum), 98 – late of Lynn. Died 
on July 9, 2018. Wife of the 
late Morris L. Levine. Daughter 
of the late Samuel and Minnie 
(Levine) Callum. Mother of Bonni 
Kimmel and Robert A. Levine, 
both of Lynn. Grandmother of 
Michelle Robinson of Lynn and 

Jodi Thomas (Wayne) of York, 
Penn. Great-grandmother of 
Samantha Thomas and Corey 
Robinson. Sister of the late 
Merrill, Barry, and Richard 
Callum, and the late Frances 
Cohen. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

POSHANSKY, Elizabeth (Stahl) 
– late of Lynn. Died on July 
11, 2018. Wife of the late 
Bernard Poshansky. Mother of 
Karen Noce and her husband 
Anthony of Manchester, N.H. 
Daughter of the late Michael 
Stahl and the late Golda (Levy) 
Stahl. Sister of the late Joseph 
Stahl. Grandmother of Adam 
Noce and his wife Carolyn 

Joseph Arthur Ossoff, 90, of 
Peabody, formerly of Beverly, 
passed away peacefully on the 
morning of July 9, 2018, fol-
lowing a struggle with cancer 
at home in Brooksby Village, 
Peabody, surrounded by family. 
He was born on June 22, 1928, 
in Peabody, to Israel and Annie 
(Shochet) Ossoff, the youngest 
of their eight children. 

Raised on Holten Street, he 
was an alumnus of the Wallis 
School and Peabody High 
School. Joseph continued his 
education at the University 
of Maine, Oxford Business 
School in Cambridge,  and Pratt 
Institute in New York. After 
early jobs at Monarch Leather 
(Chicago, Ill.) and Fred Rueping 
Leather (Fond du Lac, Wisc.), he 
was drafted into the US Army 
in 1950.

Before entering the service, 
Joseph married his wife of 67 
years, Alice Jean Bastian, of 
Fond du Lac. Upon discharge 
from the army in 1952, he 
began a 38-year career with the 
Stahl Finish Company, start-
ing as a traveling salesman 
and ultimately assuming co-
responsibility for eleven plants 
worldwide. Joe and Alice raised 
their family in Beverly, where 
they lived for many years and 
were members of Temple B’nai 
Abraham.

Following his retirement 
in the early ‘90s, he provided 
guidance and support to his 
brothers Mike, Hy, and Mel, and 
his nephew David, with their 
leather businesses in Peabody 
and Pittsfield, N.H. He was also 
active at the Jewish Community 
Center of the North Shore, serv-
ing as president from 1994-96 
and engaged in charitable giv-
ing through the Ossoff Family 
Foundation. 

He is survived by his wife 
Alice, their three sons Joel and 
his wife Kathryn, Steven and his 
wife Joan, and Daniel and his 
wife Elizabeth; seven grandchil-
dren Sarah Langlois and her hus-
band Shawn, Leah Applin and 
her husband Thomas, Benjamin 
Forrest, Benjamin Joseph, and 
Emily, William, and Laura; and 
two great-grandchildren Lucas 
Applin and Jonathan Ossoff. Also 
surviving him are his brother 
Melvin and his sister Jennie. In 
addition to these bereaved are 
his extended family, the Ossoffs 
and the Krugmans, for whose 
welfare and harmony he cared 
above all. 

His memorial service was 
held on July 11 at Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
Salem, with interment follow-
ing at Maple Hill Cemetery, 
Peabody. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations to the Jewish 

Community Center of the North 
Shore or Care Dimensions hos-
pice are appreciated. For more 
information or to register in the 
online guestbook, visit www.
stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Marblehead Memorials
Since 1922

Monuments ~ Markers ~ Bronze 
Engraving ~ Cleaning

Marblehead Memorials 
is a top-rated monument 

business offering 
the best prices in the area.

Established since 1922, 
we have been creating 

memorial art all around 
New England.

Please contact us today and 
let us know what we can do to help.

Marblehead Memorials
Daniel J. Cedrone ~ Marblehead, MA

781.248.1374 ~ www.marbleheadmemorials.com

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS

NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River MA 02720
10 Vinnin Street, Salem MA 01970

Peace of mind is priceless. Avoid crisis and provide 
comfort with  Advance Planning of final arrangements.

Call us today for a free Personal Planning Guide 
781-581-2300

If a death occurred yesterday... 
...what would your family be facing today?

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
CHEVRA MISHNA – 8 Lake Shore Road, Lynn, MA 01904

Serving the JewiSh CommunitieS of 
the north Shore for five generationS

Compassionate, Personalized Service 
for your Planning Needs

Selling plots at very affordable rates

Pre-plan your future needs with our traditional and 
interfaith options. Contact our management team:

prideoflynninfo@gmail.com  –  339-440-6312
No synagogue or temple affiliation required.

VISA and MC Accepted

Family-owned and operated since 1933

P.O. Box 2104 (Workman’s Circle), Peabody, MA 01960
978-531-0606 ~ maplehillcemeterypeabody@gmail.com

www.maplehillcemetery.com
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Joseph Arthur Ossoff, 90,  
of Peabody, formerly of Beverly

OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief 
notices for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 200 words 
cost $100; longer submissions 
will be charged accordingly. 
Photographs cost $25 each; 
emailed photos should be sent 
as jpeg or tiff files. Submissions 
are subject to editing for style 
and space limitations. Obituaries 
can be mailed, faxed, emailed 
or hand-delivered to our office. 
For further information, contact 
your local funeral home; call 
Andrew at the Jewish Journal 
at 978-745-4111 x174; or email 
andrew@jewishjournal.org.

NOTICES

More obituaries on page 18



CONGREGATION SONS OF ISRAEL
Corner of Park & Spring Streets, Peabody  –  Now in our 109th year!

MEET OUR NEW CANTOR 
Friday, August 3rd

Congregation Sons of Israel 
is pleased to announce the hiring of 

Cantor Colman Reaboi 
for the upcoming Jewish New Year.    

Cantor Reaboi will be officially welcomed 
to the synagogue with a wine and cheese 

reception beginning at 6:30, 
followed by services at 7:30.  

Oneg to follow the service-all are invited.

  www.Peabodycsi.org  |  peabodycsi.org@comcast.net  |  978-532-1624

Week of Friday, July 20, 2018 through Thursday, July 26, 2018

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

ANT-MAN AND THE WASP (PG-13) 
Fri & Sat: (11:10 AM), (1:45),  

(4:20), 7:00, 9:50
Sun - Thu: (11:10 AM), (1:45),  

(4:20), 7:00

THE INCREDIBLES 2 (PG) 
Fri & Sat: (11:00 AM), (1:30),  

(4:05), 6:45, 9:40
Sun - Thu: (11:00 AM), (1:30),  

(4:05), 6:45

WON’T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR? 
(PG-13) 

Fri & Sat: (12:15), (2:45),  
(5:00), 7:15, 9:30

Sun - Thu: (12:15), (2:45),  
(5:00), 7:15

THE CATCHER WAS A SPY (R) 
Exhibited in HD in  

our intimate 18-seat Screening Room
Fri & Sat: (12:00), (2:45),  

(4:40), 7:20, 9:20
Sun - Thu: (12:00), (2:45),  

(4:40), 7:20

THIS PERFECT PLACE:  
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
(NR) 

Mon - Thu: 4:30 PM

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in  

our intimate 18-seat Screening Room
Fri - Thu: 2:00, 6:40

Visit our website for other showtimes

FINE CHINESE CUISINE
373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

All Special Events Can Be Celebrated at Su Chang’s
LIVE MUSIC FROM 6:30-8:30 ON WEDNESDAYS
Rehearsal Dinners  •  Anniversaries  •  Birthdays

SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials:  MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm

TEL 978-531-3366  •  FAX 978-531-3060  •  www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200
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Boston Jewish Film Festival Presents: “Spiral” 
Over the past two decades, physical 
and verbal assaults on Jews have been 
recorded in countries across Europe, 
especially in France, home to Europe’s 
largest Jewish population. “Spiral” looks 
at the resurgence of anti-Semitism in 
France and in the wider world through the 
stories of individuals, who must wrestle 
with the question of whether to stay to 
fight the growing hatred, or leave their 
home country as the only way to keep 
their families safe. 7 p.m. $15. For tickets, 
visitbjff.org. West Newton Cinema, 1296 
Washington St., West Newton.

CannaCon
The nation’s premier cannabis 
business convention comes to 
Boston. The Boston expo will 
host more than 150 exhibitors, 
presenters, and celebrity 
influencers over the course of two 
days – uniting buyers, vendors, 
and consumers of the medical and 
recreational cannabis industry. 
Highlights include two full days of 
educational seminars, a panel of 
female entrepreneurs, a diversity 
panel, insurance risk analysts, 
successful farmers, and cannabis licensing application professionals. Tickets at cannacon.org (use code 
“JJ40” to save $40%) Hynes Convention Center, Boston.

JULY 20

SHABBAT BY THE SEA  Temple B’nai Abraham invites you to Shabbat 
by the Sea at Lynch Park, 55 Ober St., Beverly. Pizza at 6 p.m., and service at 
7 p.m. Free and open to all. For more information, contact the temple office at 
978-277-3211 or office@tbabeverly.org. Also on July 27.

JULY 21
“SUMMERTIME AND THE LIVING IS EASY”  The Jazz is jumping 
with the Rhea Simon Jazz Trio at the Colonial Inn in Concord, MA. The Forge 
Tavern, no cover. 7:30 - 10:30 p.m. 48 Monument Square, Concord.

EREV TISHA B’AV SERVICE on Saturday evening, July 21 at 9:00 p.m. 
Sunday morning, July 22, Tisha B’Av Service 9:00 a.m. Fast day – no breakfast. 
Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody. Contact: office 978-532-1293.

JULY 22

A TISHA B’AV OFFERING IN WORD, MUSIC AND DANCE  Join a 
unique interactive experience of words, music, dance and nature on the Jewish 
holy day of Tisha B’Av, the Ninth of Av, which commemorates the destruction of 
the ancient Temples in Jerusalem. 7 - 8 p.m. jewishclimateaction@gmail.com. 
Edwards Hall, Open Spirit, 39 Edwards St., Framingham.

JULY 24
DIVE-IN MOVIE NIGHTS AT THE JCCNS OUTDOOR POOL  
Bring the kids, order dinner from the poolside cafe and enjoy a movie by the 
JCCNS outdoor pool! Event is FREE and everyone is welcome. 6 p.m.  
JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS MGH WELCOMING BBQ  Join Rabbi 
Ben Lanckton, the Jewish interfaith chaplain at MGH, as well as clergy from  
The Boston Synagogue for an evening of music, drinks and delicious food.  
6 - 8:30 p.m. Suggested donation $5. RSVP office@bostonsynagogue.org. 
Boston Synagogue, 55 Martha Road, Boston.

Looking Ahead
JULY 

25

JULY 
27-28

JULY 25
“STANDING WITH ISRAEL IN 2018: 
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES,” a 
discussion about Israel presented by Hadassah Northeast. 
Join us to learn: the facts about Israel; how to advocate for 
Israel; and how to use social media to influence the narrative 
about Israel. Panelists include representatives 
from StandWithUs, the Israel Advocacy Alliance 
and the Israeli American Council. Everyone 
is welcome to attend the programs, but 
registration in advance is required by visiting 
www.hadassah.org/events/hnezionism or by 
contacting Hadassah Northeast at 781-455-
9055 or hne@hadassah.org.1 p.m. Plymouth 
Public Library, Plymouth. 

BOOKS OF JEWISH INTEREST CLUB 
Meetings are free and open to the public. 
The group will discuss “Russ & Daughters: 
Reflections and Recipes from the House 
that Herring Built” by Mark Russ Federman, 
former owner/proprietor of the beloved appetizing store on 
Manhattan’s Lower East Side. His book tells the delightful, 
mouthwatering story of an immigrant family’s journey from 

a pushcart in 1907 to “New York’s most hallowed shrine to 
the miracle of caviar, smoked salmon, ethereal herring, and 
silken chopped liver.” Federman will present his book by 
phone. Steve Monsein will conduct the discussion. For more 
details contact Gail Robinson, BJI Convener, at gailkr48@
gmail.com. Bethlehem Public Library, 2245 Main St., 
Bethlehem, N.H. Also on August 1, 8 and 22.

JULY 26
“HEALING GRIEF THROUGH 
MEDITATION & CONTEMPLATION,” 
a support group sponsored by Chelsea 
Jewish Hospice and Palliative Care, part of 
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare (chelseajewish.org). 
This support group enables individuals to join 
together with others who have experienced 
the loss of a loved one for meditation, 
contemplative prayer exercises, and 
compassionate conversation. No meditation 
experience needed. People of all and no faith 
traditions welcome. 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. To RSVP, 
contact Katie at kwillis@chelseajewish.org or 

call 617-889-0779. Café at the Leonard Florence Center for 
Living, 165 Captains Row, Admiral’s Hill, Chelsea.



Casual Daytime Wear
to Black Tie Party Wear

COME SEE… WHAT’S NEW!

Sizzling, Summer 

Sale!*

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA ~ 781-289-3672
By Appointment | Entrance at Rear of House | Major Credit Cards

* Prior purchases & special orders excluded. Selected merchandise.
Extraordinary, Contemporary  
Clothing for Today’s Woman

Selma’sSelma’s

 Weddings - Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Showers - Anniversaries
Engagements & More!

REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

Weaver OrthOdOntics
Orthodontics for Adults, Adolescents and Children

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street  /  Swampscott, MA 01907

781-581-1550  /  www.weaverortho.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME HEALTH CARE

Specializing in private duty home care  
for over 25 years • Fully insured

TONYA NASH
Hours: 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

781-775-7284
www.TopsPassionateHomeCare.com

TOPS PASSIONATE
PRIVATE HOME CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

Home Healthcare • Nurses • PT
Pharmacists • Transportation

Companionship • Handyman Services

877-406-4245
allhourshomehealth.com

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

HEALTH SERVICES
OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

To advertise, contact 
Lois Kaplan at  

lois@jewishjournal.org
or 

Marcy Grand at  
marcy@jewishjournal.org

 or call 978-745-4111

PRIVATE HOME HEALTH CARE

JM 
Private Home Health Care Services

Your Well-Being Is Our Priority
Over 10 years experience in the industry with good rates

JOHN MULINDE 
(Home Health Care Specialist)

Waltham, MA
pmayanja@gmail.com • 617-803-6183
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BJFF PRESENTS: “MR. AND MRS. ADELMAN 
(MR. AND MME. ADELMAN)”  Spanning four 
decades, this touching drama chronicles the turbulent 
romance of Sarah and Victor, two intellectuals who fall 
head-over-heels in love in 1970s Paris. As their relationship 
progresses, Sarah, a brilliant doctoral student, finds her work 
and her identity being eclipsed by the looming presence of 
Victor, who is rapidly rising to fame as a literary icon with 
an ego to match. As Paris changes with the times, so does 
the Adelmans’ tenuous dynamic of a writer and his passive 
muse. French with English subtitles. 5:30 p.m. $10 MFA 
members; $13 non-members. For tickets, visit mfa.org/
programs/film/mr-and-mrs-adelman. Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston, 465 Huntington Ave., Boston.

JULY 27
WALKING TOUR OF HISTORIC JEWISH 
CHELSEA.  The Gateway Chelsea Project is providing 
walking tours that explore Chelsea’s rich Jewish history 
and evolving present, guided by Dr. Ellen Rovner of Boston 
University and Brandeis. On our tours, we will discuss the 
swell of Jewish 
immigrants from 
Eastern Europe 
in the early 20th 
century, the mark 
that the growing 
Jewish population 
made on the city, 
and what has 
changed over the 
past few decades. 
The tours are $10 

per party, and FREE for all Chelsea residents. Tickets on 
Facebook: facebook.com/chelseajewishtours.Tours begin at 
Katz’s Bagel Factory, 139 Park St., Chelsea.

OPEN HOUSE “LOVE SHABBAT”  Come and join us 
for Tu B’Av – Love Shabbat – for a BBQ Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
Prospective members are free with a reservation. Adults $12, 
Kids under 12 - $6.00, Family $36. Veggie option available 
with RSVP. Musical service at 7:30 p.m. Temple Ner Tamid, 
368 Lowell St., Peabody. Contact: office 978-532-1293.

AUGUST 1

BJFF PRESENTS: THE OSLO DIARIES 1992. 
Israeli-Palestinian relations are at all time-low. In an 
attempt to stop the bloodshed, a small group of Israelis and 
Palestinians meet in Oslo – secretly and illegally. In their 
remarkable documentary, Mor Loushy and Daniel Sivan 
reveal the meetings that changed the Middle East forever. 
$15. For tickets, visitbjff.org. Brattle Theatre, 40 Brattle St., 
Cambridge.

AUGUST 2
SPEAK UP WITH TOASTMASTERS  Do you get 
nervous when you have to speak in public? Whether you’re 
called upon to give a business presentation, propose a 
wedding toast, or even be at your best in a job interview, the 
JCCNS Toastmasters Club can help you address any situation 
with confidence. Must be 18 or older. 7 - 8:30 p.m. Call Tom 
Cheatham at 781-476-9905 or visit jccns.toastmastersclubs.
org. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

YJP BOSTON 
PRESENTS:  
TU B’AV  
WHITE PARTY   
Tu B’Av is the Jewish 
love holiday. What 
better way to celebrate 
than to party on top 
of the Revere Hotel, 
dressed in your best 
white outfit, joining 
hundreds of young 
Jewish professionals, 
with a bar and buffet dinner? Love will be in the air, and drinks will be flowing. 
Music, pinwheels platters, and cash bar  
8 - 11:30 p.m. yjpboston.org/events/white-party. $20 - $25. Rooftop@Revere, 
Stuart St., Boston. 

AUGUST 3
WELCOME BABY! MEETUP: PICNIC AND PLAY  Join other local 
families with babies 0-1 year for a picnic and playtime at the beautiful and 
shady Menotomy Rocks Park in Arlington. 10 - 11:30 a.m. No charge. Siblings 
welcome. RSVP at bostonjcc.org/northmeetups or for more information, contact 
mnearlyparenting@jccgb.org. or call 617-558-6588. 129 Jason St., Arlington.

AUGUST 5
“SUNDAES ON SUNDAY” Join Temple Ner Tamid after 7:30 p.m. Evening 
Minyan and a scoop or two. For more info, call 978-532-1293. Temple Ner Tamid, 
368 Lowell St., Peabody.

Submit your CALENDAR listings to
calendar@jewishjournal.org



and Hamas wanted to change 
the rules of the game on the 
ground, but both also sought 
to do so without completely 
breaking the existing mold. 

As violent as the past week-
end has been, Hamas and Israel 
both went to great lengths to 
still contain the situation. 
Israel exacerbated its airstrikes 
on Gaza, including destroying 
several key Hamas positions, 
but it made sure 
to minimize any 
danger to civil-
ians. Hamas 
fired 200 rock-
ets at Israel, but 
kept its range to 
the Gaza-vicinity 
c o m m u n i t i e s , 
keeping the big-
ger southern cit-
ies – Ashkelon, 
Ashdod and 
Beersheba – out 
of the rockets’ reach, for now. 

Still, it is highly likely that 
Hamas was taken aback by the 
intensity of Israel’s response. 
The Israel Defense Forces was 
gearing up for this exact sce-
nario and had prepared a tar-
get bank, including the two 
terror tunnels destroyed over 
the weekend. Hamas took a few 
hours to rally its troops, but 
once it did, the die was cast. 
From this moment on, both 
parties are ready for a rapid 
escalation neither of them real-
ly wants.

Hamas is on maximum 
alert and the IDF is ready for 
it, showing a clear preference 

to airstrikes and deploying Iron 
Dome missile-defense system 
batteries to protect Israeli bor-
der towns, with aim of avoiding 
a ground incursion of Gaza if 
possible. 

The way things evolve from 
here is up to both sides’ ability 
to roll back their rhetoric and 
their actions and Egypt, which 
assumed its familiar role as 
mediator, is focused on that.

Israel has set three condi-
tions for a cease-fire, namely an 
immediate end to rocket fire, 

arson terrorism 
and the border 
riot campaign. 
Hamas, for its 
part, demands 
the reopening of 
the Gaza cross-
ings in full and 
a cessation of all 
Israeli strikes in 
Gaza. 

While Israel is 
likely to contain 
an incendiary kite 

here and there, it will not allow 
for the gradual reintroduction 
of a reality by which Palestinian 
arson terrorism dominates the 
daily routine of border-adjacent 
communities.

Those who argue that Israel 
should not place soldiers in 
harm’s way over kites, balloons 
and burnt crops are right, but 
until Israel reshapes its policy 
on Gaza, the residents of the 
border communities deserve 
a quiet summer, even if it 
means a few days of fighting in  
Gaza.

Yoav Limor is a columnist for 
Israel Hayom.
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Max Potash of Swampscott, 
a prominent businessman and 
political activist, died at home 
on June 13, 2018 at the age of 
97. He had lived in Swampscott 
since 1952 in the house he built 
on Laurel Road. Mr. Potash was 
married for 67 years to Leola 
(Hilda Russell), who died in 
2010. 

Mr. Potash was born on 
November 16, 1920 in Harlem, 
NYC. He grew up in the Bronx in 
a Jewish neighborhood where 
Yiddish was his household lan-
guage. His mother was a home-
maker. His father was a strongly 
pro-union bread baker (bagel 
and cake makers belonging to 
separate unions). Mr. Potash 
was a precocious child and 
graduated from Morris High 
School in the Bronx at the age 
of 15. The first in his family 
to attend college, he received 
a B.S. in chemical engineer-
ing from City College of New 
York at 20. He took his first pro-
fessional job in Chattanooga, 
Tenn., with Combustion 
Engineering (now ABB) to do 
research and training on weld-
ing for high pressure boilers. 
In 1942 he went to work for 
the Tennessee Valley Authority 
in Muscle Shoals, Alabama at 
the chemical plant associated 
with the Wilson Dam. Following 
that he did research for the 
Publicker Alcohol Company 
in Philadelphia, Penn. Due 
to Japanese control of rubber 
production in the Pacific, the 
company was attempting to 
develop a substitute for natu-
ral rubber from synthetic latex. 
During his career he did engi-
neering work which, though he 
was not told so at the time, was 
part of the Manhattan Project. 

In 1948, Mr. Potash moved to 
Massachusetts to work for the 
American Polymer Company in 
Peabody and following that the 
Stahl Finish Company, also in 
Peabody. 

With help from the Stahl 
brothers he and his colleague 
Hal Naidus founded their own 
company, Polyvinyl Chemicals, 
Inc., in 1953. PCI produced spe-
cialty chemicals for floor pol-
ish, leather finish, textiles, and 
paper coatings, as well as acryl-
ic solid and solution polymers 
for paints, inks, and vinyl and 
textile coatings. Mr. Potash was 
beloved by employees of PCI 
due to progressive and empow-
ering management practices: 
providing engineering scholar-
ships for employees, advancing 
careers of women and minori-
ties, and for scrupulous safety 
and environmental compli-
ance. He focused the company 
on new product development, 
successfully competing against 
industry giants such as Dow 
Chemical, and also expand-
ed the business internation-
ally to Brazil, Spain, and the 
Netherlands. PCI was acquired 
by Beatrice Foods Company in 
1965 and Mr. Potash contin-
ued as President of PCI and 
served as a vice president with 
Beatrice Foods in new acquisi-
tions and new product develop-
ment in the chemical division 
until his retirement 1985. After 
retirement, Mr. Potash consult-
ed in chemical waste manage-
ment and environmental safety, 
helping chemical companies 
understand and comply with 
new regulations from the fed-
eral Environmental Protection 
Agency. He was uniquely quali-
fied in this role because of his 

experience as both a chemist 
and an executive, so he could 
speak the language of top man-
agement, chemical engineers, 
factory workers, and equip-
ment operators.  

Mr. Potash was very active 
in liberal politics throughout 
his life. He was Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of the 
New England Chapter of the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
from approximately 1978 to 
1981 and served on the Board 
until 1984. He became chair-
man of the Board when he was 
approached by some ACLU 
members who were concerned 
about severely dwindling mem-
bership of the organization due 
to the ACLU’s support of the right 
of a Nazi group to march in the 
heavily Jewish neighborhood of 
Skokie, Ill. Mr. Potash listened 
to their reasoning and, after first 
declaring himself against sup-
porting the right of the group to 
march, in the end agreed with 
the principle of supporting free 
speech no matter how heinous 
the speaker. He actively sup-
ported candidates for elective 
office including Stuart Hughes, 
Michael Harrington, John 
Tierney, and Barney Frank in 
Massachusetts. He was engaged 
until the end; when he attended 
a reception to support the elec-
tion of Elizabeth Warren he was 
honored as the oldest person 
there. He was deeply committed 
to the anti-Vietnam War move-
ment. In particular he worked 
for the Business Executives 
Move for Vietnam Peace (BEM), 
which began in 1967 and dis-
banded after the war was over. 
BEM endorsed political candi-
dates who supported ending the 
war reflecting its position that 

this particular war was immoral 
in addition to being detrimental 
to the US business climate. He 
was also a staunch supporter 
of the civil rights movement. 
Politics was a family affair, and 
the Potash children accompa-
nied Max and Leola to demon-
strations and marches, includ-
ing the March on Washington 
for Jobs and Freedom in 1963, 
where Martin Luther King 
gave his now famous “I Have 
a Dream” speech. He was also 
an enthusiastic supporter over 
several decades of the Jewish 
Community Center of the North 
Shore from the time it was on 
Market Street in Lynn until the 
present. 

Mr. Potash was passionate-
ly engaged in many interests 
in addition to his profession-
al career and politics. He was 
a founding member of North 
Shore Tennis and Squash club 
in Salem, which sponsored a 
women’s tennis tournament 
that brought a then-young Billie 
Jean King to Salem, and she 
was hosted in the Potash home. 
He loved nothing better than 
plunging into new endeavors 
with which he had absolutely 
no experience. It never occurred 
to him that he could not achieve 
mastery. 

In midlife, he took up both 
sailing and skiing, bringing the 
whole family on excursions 
out of Marblehead Harbor or 
ski trips in New Hampshire. 
His interest in sailing grew as 
he participated in the infor-
mal Wednesday night races 
and went on overnight trips 
to Nantucket and Maine. In 
1981 he helped sail his 31-foot 
Cheoy Lee ketch back over 
600 miles of open ocean from 

Bermuda to Marblehead with 
his daughter and son-in-law. In 
later years, he took up cross-
country skiing and snowshoe-
ing. He loved to wander around 
the woods at the family’s cabin 
in Sandisfield, Mass., and mark 
trees to thin and then saw them 
down and chop into firewood. 
He baked bread, cooked gour-
met Chinese food, and read 
voraciously, particularly about 
science, technology, politics 
and history. His personal defi-
nition of a “civilized society” is 
a place where one could get the 
Sunday New York Times on the 
day it was issued. He also was a 
great lover of American music: 
folk, blues, spirituals, and jazz, 
taking the young family to 
Sunday matinees at Lenny’s on 
the Turnpike, where they could 
listen in an intimate venue 
to such greats as Miles Davis, 
Cannonball Adderley, and Phil 
Ochs. Knowledgeable in many 
areas, he enjoyed holding forth 
in any conversation and was 
not reticent about expressing 
strong opinions. Meeting new 
people was his delight. 

He leaves behind five chil-
dren: Naomi Ellen Potash and 
her husband Steve Mazur of 
Arlington, Robert Ira Potash and 
his wife Sarah Lutz of Takoma 
Park, Md., Eliyahu Potash 
of Salt Lake City, Utah, Laura 
Lee Potash of Roslyn, Wash., 
and Daniel Albert Potash and 
his wife Phoebe Low of South 
Pasadena, Calif., as well as five 
grandchildren: Sonia, Alex, 
Peter, Olivia and Jocelin. 

Funeral services took place 
on June 19. For more informa-
tion or to register in the online 
guestbook, visit www.stanetsky-
hymansonsalem.com.

Max Potash, 97, of Swampscott
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of Wallingford, Penn., and Todd 
Noce and his wife Mary of Bow, 
N.H. Great-grandmother of 
Isabella, Sophia, Ava, Jack, and 
Cole. (Torf)

ROBBINS, Joseph B., 60 – late 
of Marblehead. Died on July 
11, 2018. Husband of Joanne 
“Jodie” (Platcow) Robbins. 
Son of the late Hollis Robbins 
and the late Katharine Cruger. 
Father of James H. Robbins and 
his fiancée Marissa Alaska, both 
of Chicago, Ill., and Jessica S. 
Robbins of Stoneham. Brother 
of Bill Robbins of Concord, N.H., 
Harry C. Robbins of Haverhill, 
and Sarah Robbins of Waltham. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

SHUMAN, Arthur D., 73 – late 
of San Diego, Calif., formerly 
of Winthrop. Died on July 9, 
2018. Son of the late James 
and Sari (Groman) Shuman. 
Brother of Herbert Shuman 
and his wife Charlotte of Fla., 
and Charles Shuman of Calif. 
Uncle of Jacki Eisenberg and 
her husband David, and Marc 
Shuman. Great-uncle of Sarah 
and Jacob. (Torf)

STOPPER, Ethel (Singer), 
92 – late of Peabody and 
Pompano Beach, Fla., for-
merly of Winthrop. Died on 
April 1, 2018. Wife of the late 
Stanley Stopper. Sister of the 
late Frances Gold and her late 
brothers Allan, Nathan, and 
Louis Singer. Aunt of the late 
Jerald (Joanne) Gold, Janice 
Kalp, and Sunny Johnston. 
Great-aunt of Michelle Gold, 
Ashley Whyman, Erica Bodek, 
and Chloe and Alex Johnston.

Nathan Zeller, late of 
Peabody, entered into eternal 
rest at the North Shore Medical 
Center Salem Hospital on July 
14, 2018, at the age of 91, sur-
rounded by his loving family. 

Born in Lowell on August 7, 
1926, to the late Harry and Sarah 
(Shernuk) Zeller, he spent most 
of his youth and adult life in New 
York City. He graduated from the 
Bronx High School of Science, 
earned his bachelor’s degree 
from The Wharton School of the 
University of Pennsylvania, and 
his master’s degree from New 
York University.

Mr. Zeller proudly served in 
the US Army during WWII. He 
later spent 19 years in the Army 
Reserves where he retired as a 
Major. 

An accomplished profession-
al filmmaker/editor, he loved to 
share stories of his cinematic 
adventures, and anything else 
in which he held an interest, 
with his nieces, nephews, and 
dear friends. He was known as 
Uncle Nathan to all who knew 
him.

A passionate philanthropist 
who supported many causes, 
especially those related to mod-
ern Israel, Nathan had hoped 
to one day see peace between 
Jews and Arabs in Israel. To 
help achieve that goal, he sup-
ported Soccer for Peace, an 
organization which strives to 
unite Jewish and Arab children 
through their love of soccer. 
His passion for Israel was influ-
enced by his first wife’s mother, 
who was an intimate friend of 
Golda Meir.

Nathan is survived by his 
brother Philip Zeller and his 
wife Jeanne of Lowell. He was 
a beloved uncle to many niec-
es, nephews, grandnieces, and 
grandnephews. He was pre-
deceased by his sisters Bertha 
Simon Schatz, Esta Alexander, 
Theda Swartz Ward, and his 
brothers Alfred Zeller and Albert 
Zeller.

A graveside service was 
held on July 19 at Montefiore 
Cemetery, Pulpit Rock Road, 
Pelham, N.H. Donations in 
Nathan’s memory can be sent 
to Soccer for Peace (www.soc-
cerforpeace.com), the New 
Israel Fund (www.nif.org), 
Ben Gurion University of the 
Negev (http:/in.bgu.ac.il/en), or 
to the charity of one’s choice. 
Arrangements were in the care 
of Morse-Bayliss Funeral Home, 
122 Princeton Blvd., Lowell. 
Funeral Director, Frederick W. 
Healy. Visit Nathan’s memorial 
tribute at www.morsebayliss-
funeralhome.com.

Nathan Zeller, 91, of Peabody Hamas
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Hamas is on maximum 
alert and the IDF is 

ready for it, showing 
a clear preference 
to airstrikes and 

deploying [the] Iron 
Dome missile-defense 

system.



In 2004, 92 years after 
opening, the Causeway Street 
Elevated Railway and North 
Station platform were demol-
ished. With the last piece of 
the giant structure gone, light 
shone again on the West End’s 
main thoroughfare. The West 
End Museum is hosting a new 
exhibit that recalls the final days 
of the elevated tracks and sta-
tion. “Before the El Came Down: 
Photographs by John Woolf,” 
opens on July 24 with a recep-
tion from 6:30 to 8 p.m., which 
is free and open to the public. 
The exhibit gives us a glimpse – 
and a reminder – of what the El 
looked like in its final days.  

“John Woolf’s photographs of 
the last days of the El in the West 
End are not only stunning but 
document the ongoing urban 
renewal in the neighborhood 
that continues today,” Museum 
Director Susan Hanson said.

Opened on June 1, 1912, 
the Causeway Street Elevated 
Railway was one of the last 
sections of raised tracks con-
structed in Boston as part of 
the nation’s first subway system. 
By the time it was destroyed in 
2004, only a short section of ele-
vated railway at the Lechmere 
MBTA station remained. 

The exhibit features vibrant 
digital photographs of the El 
taken on a single night just 
weeks before its demolition. “I 
wasn’t able to get back to North 
Station until a few weeks later,” 
Woolf recalled about his process 
after that night. “When I did, 
much to my surprise, the station 

and all of the elevated train beds 
had been torn down. All that 
remained were occasional piles 
of twisted metal rubble.”

The photographs – edited to 
convey what Woolf calls “color 
film noir” – highlight the archi-
tecture of the El and North 
Station platform. They also 
showcase how those structures 
fit in among other neighbor-
hood features and shops, such 
as Empire Photo, which has also 
since closed.

The West End Museum,  
150 Staniford St., Suite 7, Boston. 
For hours and directions, visit 
thewestendmuseum.org.
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Event 
Planning

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top Call 978-356-2050

Book for the Fall/Holiday season
10% OFF!

V Corporate events V Weddings V 
V Private functions V

V Full Bar service available V

Customizable, Personal

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!
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Please join us on Wednesday, August 1  
and August 8 from 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Local authors will discuss their books  
and their writing experiences.  

Wine, cheese and desserts will be served. 
Please go to www.taagloucester.org  

for a complete list of authors and to register.

For more information, please visit www.taagloucester.org  
or call Natalia at (978) 281-0739.

TEMPLE AHAVAT ACHIM, 86 MIDDLE STREET, GLOUCESTER, MA 
This event is generously sponsored by the Paulson Foundation.

Authors on the Balcony at Twilight

Please join us on Wednesday, August 1  
and August 8 from 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Local authors will discuss their books  
and their writing experiences.  

Wine, cheese and desserts will be served. 
Please go to www.taagloucester.org  

for a complete list of authors and to register.

For more information, please visit www.taagloucester.org  
or call Natalia at (978) 281-0739.

TEMPLE AHAVAT ACHIM, 86 MIDDLE STREET, GLOUCESTER, MA 
This event is generously sponsored by the Paulson Foundation.

Authors on the Balcony at Twilight
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Congregation Sons of Israel in 
Peabody is pleased to announce 
the hiring of Cantor Colman 
Reaboi for the upcoming Jewish 
New Year. Cantor Reaboi will 
work alongside Spiritual Leader 
Seth Landau. On Friday eve-
ning, August 3, Cantor Reaboi 
will be officially welcomed to 
the synagogue with a wine and 
cheese reception beginning at 
6:30, followed by services at 
7:30. Oneg to follow the service; 
all are invited.

Reaboi began his sing-
ing career at age thirteen in 
Southfield, Michigan. His major 
debut came as the role of a 
bar mitzvah boy. He attended 
Yeshiva Beth Yehudah, a Jewish 
private school and later went 
on to the Interlochen Arts 
Academy, where he trained in 
music for the first time. 

Reaboi later attended the 
Boston Conservatory of Music 
where he majored in Vocal 
Performance and Opera. He 
has sung with several opera 
companies, and has performed 
concerts of classical, Broadway, 
Jewish repertoire. 

He is a graduate of Hebrew 
College in Newton, and of the 
Cantorial Internship program 
(CICA) of the Cantors Assembly, 
of which he is a proud member. 

Reaboi’s career has lead him 
to serve three synagogues in 
Tampa Bay, Fla. In New England, 

he served Temple Torat Yisrael in 
East Greenwich, R.I., and Temple 
Tifereth Shalom in Peabody. He 
is an alumnus and past soloist of 
the distinguished Zamir Chorale 
of Boston. Most recently, Reaboi 
served as cantor and educa-
tor for Emanuel Synagogue in 
Oklahoma City. He was also 
a guest cantor for the Prague 
Jewish community, where he 
conducted services, performed 
concerts, and lectured at the 
Prague Jewish Museum. 

As a first-generation 
American (his parents immi-
grated from Romania), he 
credits his Eastern European 
background for inspiring him 
to sing chazzanut with an Old 
World style. He also loves the 
music of the Spanish tradition 
(Ladino), Chassidic nigunim, 

and the contemporary Jewish 
composers of the 20th and 21st 
centuries. “My goal is to inspire 
the congregation to pray from 
their hearts,” says Colman. “I 
believe that music is the gate-
way to the soul. Whether they 
have a deep understanding of 
the sacred texts, or if they are 
just beginners without familiar-
ity of the liturgy, congregants 
can always find meaning in the 
melodies and the way in which 
the prayers are expressed. 

“I strive to have a mixture 
of musical styles at services. 
Whatever the reason, if you 
come for active, upbeat musi-
cal participation, or if you come 
to listen, relax, and meditate in 
silent prayer, you will hear the 
music that speaks to your heart. 
The words to the prayers are the 
same – it is the music that gives 
it the flavor.”

Cantor Colman Reaboi joins Peabody congregation

Cantor Colman Reaboi

Photo exhibit recalls final days  
of West End’s elevated Green Line  

Photo by John Woolf
North Station, 2004.

Herman and Marilyn 
Sokolow will celebrate 
their 65th wedding anni-
versary on July 21. They 
reside in Marblehead, and 
have four children and 
nine grandchildren. 

Mazel Tov!

The Jewish Journal is happy  
to print your news at no  

charge: birth announcements, 
engagements, weddings,  

job promotions, events and 
other simchas. Photos are  
welcome if space permits.
Submissions are subject to  
editing for style and length. 

Send your news to  
the Associate Editor at  

wittner@jewishjournal.org.
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TODAY’S MENSCHION: SUE WEISS

Honorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
exceptional contributions close to home and around the world

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

Sue Weiss has always liked to 
volunteer and give back to her 
community. A former public 

school teacher, she was married to 
the late Rabbi Ken Weiss for 47 years. 
The couple served congregations in 
Los Angeles, El Paso, and San Diego 
before moving to Marblehead in 
2007. Now a resident of Salem, Weiss 
volunteers at Epstein Hillel School, 
Temple Emanu-El, and Congregation 
Shirat Hayam. Her daughter Jennifer 
is married to Jonathan Lederman 
of Marblehead, and the couple has 
seven children: Joshua, Juliana, Jillian, 
Jeffrey, Jared, Joel, and Jessica. Her 
daughter Amy lives with her husband 
Scott Levingston in Needham, and 
they have two children, Zaccary and 
Olivia. Her son Daniel Weiss and his 
wife Michelle live in San Diego. 

A  A  A

Sue, tell us about your upbringing.
I was born in Oakland, Calif. My par-

ents, Betty and Gus Levy, owned two 
jewelry stores. When I was 5, we moved 
to Alameda, an island near Oakland. I 
was raised in a very secular home. In 
Alameda, I was the only Jewish student 
throughout my years in public school. 
One of the reasons I connected to 
Judaism was my next-door neighbor. I 
called her my second mother. She invit-
ed me to Shabbat dinner every week, 
and she was my influence as far as 
Judaism. I started going to temple and 
Sunday school and I loved it. Who knew 
that I would marry a rabbi someday? 
And then I joined BBYO – I was always 
looking for connection to people, and 
all these years later this is still important 
for me to do.

How did you meet your husband? 
I met Ken at a Jewish camp in the 

Santa Cruz Mountains the summer 
before my senior year of college. He was 
the program director and I was the girls’ 
counselor. He was a rabbinical student 
on his way to Hebrew Union College in 
Cincinnati. After we met that summer 
in 1965, I finished my college degree at 
Cal State Northbridge in history and he 
went to Cincinnati. We were married in 
1966. He had two more years of rabbini-
cal school, and I went to Cincinnati, and 
he was ordained in 1968. While we were 
there, I worked as a second grade public 
school teacher for two years. 

After ordination, Ken became a Navy 
chaplain. We went to Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii, for three years. The Jewish 
chapel was called Aloha Chapel and he 
was the chaplain for the Navy, Army, 

Air Force, and Marines. I taught school 
there for a year, and then our daughter 
Jennifer was born in Honolulu. 

And then Ken became a 
congregational rabbi?

Yes. Ken became the rabbi of Temple 
Sinai of Glendale in a suburb of Los 
Angeles. It was wonderful. We were 
there for eight years. I taught Sunday 
school, I was involved in the temple’s 
sisterhood, and my second child, Amy, 
was born at that time. Ken and I did 
a lot together, such as leading Jewish 
marriage encounter weekends. We 
were there from 1971 to 1979. We also 
were asked to visit Jewish refuseniks in 
Russia. We were there for three weeks. 
We were followed by the KGB. We 
brought tallisim, siddurim, and cassette 
music tapes and we handed them out to 
the Jews we visited. Many years later, in 
October of 2010, we returned to help the 
Jewish community in Minsk, Belarus.

After eight years in Glendale, we 
went to Israel for six months. We lived 
in Jerusalem in 1979 through February 
1980. We went to ulpan. I didn’t have a 
bat mitzvah and didn’t know Hebrew. 
And then we came home and Ken took 
a job in El Paso, Texas, at Temple Mount 
Sinai. We stayed there for 23 years. And 
that’s when we had our son, Daniel. 

 I taught first grade religious school, 
and also beginner’s Hebrew. I also 
taught for eight years at the JCC in 
El Paso, in the preschool. I was very 
involved in temple life there, especially 
the sisterhood. I always used to say ‘I 
can’t be the president of the temple 
because my husband is the rabbi!’ We 
really had a partnership and did every-
thing together. We led two temple tours 
to Israel. I was a very involved reb-
betzin. To be involved in people’s lives 
– the highs, the lows, the joy and sorrow 
– it’s a blessing. 

Do you like the title of rebbetzin? 
Yes, I think it’s an honor, the title. I 

just care about people. I’m interested 
in different people and what interests 
them. I like the idea of people work-
ing together. We’re all different, and 
everyone has something to offer. And 
we can make a difference in the world 
– that’s my whole mantra. I also got 
to share everything that my husband 
did. I was at the temple a lot. I taught 
at the school, I went to services every 
week. I did sisterhood work there – we 
had congregants in our home every 
Friday night for Shabbat. I had an open 
house for the community every Rosh 
Hashanah for 300 people. I loved it, and 
I loved the connections. 

You moved to the North Shore  
in 2007?

What brought us here was our 
grandchildren. In 2007, we decided 
to become North Shore residents. We 
wanted to watch our grandchildren 

grow up and participate in their life. We 
thought that it was very important to 
sink roots in the community. We had a 
connection to Temple Emanu-El and 
Congregation Shirat Hayam. Ken filled 
in at Emanu-El for Rabbi David Meyer 
when he was on sabbatical and we 
got to know the people there. We were 
also old family friends of Rabbi Baruch 
HaLevi, and his wife Ariella, at Shirat 
Hayam. He asked Ken if he would teach 
the “Nosh and Drash” at Shirat Hayam 
and he loved it, and people came and 
they loved him. He did that twice a 
month for seven years, until he passed 
away suddenly in 2014.  

Ken is still a very strong influence in 
my life. He said life is to be lived and I 
know he would tell me to stay involved, 
stay with the community, and live your 
life. That’s all you can do. We were mar-
ried for 47 years. He was 72. What I have 
learned from this is that life is finite, life 
is a mystery, do as many mitzvot as you 
can, and be filled with gratitude every 
day. That is what helps me balance the 
sadness. Life is full of sadness and joy. I 
have many blessings. 

You spend a lot of time 
volunteering.

I do a lot of different things. This 
year I’m a “grandfriend” at Epstein 
Hillel. They pair a student with an adult 
and we become their “grandfriend.” 
And we go every Thursday and do a 
project with them for an hour. 

I’m very involved with the sister-
hood at Temple Emanu-El. I help with 
the gift shop, I mainly do cooking – I’m 
in the kitchen. Once a month we cook 
Shabbat meals for people in need – 
usually it’s people who are recuperating 
from a sickness or during a shiva. I’m 
also part of their Caring Community 
– we cook and then freeze meals so 
on a moment’s notice, we can bring 
a meal to a temple member in need. 
I’ve taught challah-baking classes, and 
every year on Rosh Hashanah eve, we 
make 500 honey cakes that we give to 
each temple family. It’s my recipe. I also 
sing in a musical group at the temple. 
Last year, at Shirat Hayam, I taught an 
adult Hebrew class, and we’re starting a 
caring community called Shir Chesed, 
where we will reach out to the com-
munity with meals and bereavement 
support.

What does Judaism mean to you?
Judaism to me is peoplehood, Israel, 
and doing mitzvot. There’s a saying that 
if you can’t find God all of the time, 
then just keep doing mitzvot and it will 
lead you to a higher plane. We have a 
divine spark in all of us and we have to 
search for it. 

The perfect home  
for your lifestyle is here.  

Talk with me… let’s find it.
Kathleen Lynn Murphy   |   72 Front Street   |   Marblehead  MA  01945

781.631.1898   |   KathleenMurphyRealEstate.com   |   KathleenLynn.Murphy@SothebysRealty.com

Sue Weiss, third from left, and her immediate family.

Sue Weiss and her late husband Ken.
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