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By David Brinn 

JERUSALEM – Ah, summer in 
Jerusalem. While much of the country 
along the coast is sweltering in oppres-
sive humidity, the dry yet pounding 
heat of Israel’s capital during July and 
August invariably makes way for deli-
cious evenings.

The breeze 
picks up, the 
temperatures 
drop under 
80, and the 
cool Jerusalem 

nights revive the body and spirit.
The “dog days” here in Israel cer-

tainly have a different feel than the ones 
I grew up with in New England. There, 
the freezing but refreshing ocean, boun-
tiful lakes, streams, and creeks provided 
respite from the heavy, mosquito-laden 
air.

In landlocked Jerusalem, there are 
a few natural springs scattered around 

the outskirts, but they’re usually so tiny 
and filled with people that it’s nearly 
impossible to see the water.

Depending on the day, it seems 
summer in Jerusalem is like living in a 
small, sleepy town. It feels like half the 
city empties out. Israelis travel abroad 
at a higher frequency than just about 
any other nationality and – even with a 
considerable influx of summer tourists 
from the US and elsewhere – you feel 
the difference on the streets, and on the 
buses and trains.

Of course, that’s not what my taxi 
driver Ahmed from East Jerusalem 
said this week when he was driving me 
across town to pick up my car after a 
tune-up at the garage.

“Nah, there’s still just as much traf-
fic,” he said. “I’ll tell you why. All of the 
yeshivot go on break and all these young 
Haredim [ultra-Orthodox] rent cars and 
come to Jerusalem. And they don’t know 
how to drive.”

A roadmap to the summer experience in Jerusalem

Photo by Marc Israel Sellem
Jerusalem’s annual Pride march in the summer.

Letter 
from 
Jerusalem

continued on page 24

BOSTON – The Anti-Defamation League 
has launched the H.E.A.T. (Hate, Extremism, 
Anti-Semitism, Terrorism) Map – a first-of-a-
kind interactive map detailing extremist and 
anti-Semitic incidents in the United States.

The map, which can be seen at adl.org/
heat-map, is a visual reflection of select data-
sets developed by ADL experts in its Center 
on Extremism. It allows users to see the types 
of tactics extremists use, read details on spe-
cific incidents, compare activity by type and/
or state, and access and download raw data.

“The tragedy and violence that was  
wit nessed in Charlottesville gave us all a 

By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

CAMBRIDGE – On an episode of 
their PBS series “Food Flirts,” Marilynn 
and Sheila Brass went into Mamaleh’s 
Delicatessen in Cambridge to learn 
how to make pastrami. The deli was 
closed, but as they so often do, the sis-
ters managed to charm their way into 
the back kitchen for a private cooking 
demonstration. 

As Tyler Sundet – the chef and one 
of the owners of Mamaleh’s – toast-
ed coriander, black pepper, and other 
spices over the stove in preparation, 
both sisters were transported back to 

their Winthrop childhoods.
“The smell of spices brings me 

back,” said Sheila. 
“I wax nostalgic when I smell cigar 

smoke and pastrami,” said Marilynn. 
“I remember in the 1940s and 1950s, 
our Uncle Julius – the scent of his pas-
trami sandwiches – it was Proustian. 
Pastrami was our madeleine!”

The kitchen of their three-decker 
home on Seafoam Avenue was filled 
with the smells of chopped liver, her-
ring, potato salad, potato latkes, knish-
es, blintzes, and every kind of cake 
and pie you could imagine. This busy 
kitchen, which was a central hub of 
Winthrop’s Jewish community, was the 

domain of their mother Dorothy, a tal-
ented cook and baker who was known 
as the “Cake Boss of Winthrop.” One 
year, when she was president of the 
sisterhood at Congregation Tifereth 
Abraham, Dorothy decided to bake a 
three-dimensional cake in the shape of 
the architecturally complex shul for a 
fundraiser. It was no easy task.

“The shul had a very modern 
facade,” said Marilynn. “It took her 
three weeks to bake all the cakes. She 
was like Euclid with geometry – she 
had to cut everything so she would 
build it up.” 

From an early age, Marilynn, now 76, 
and Sheila, 81, were culinary appren-
tices. “When we baked, we had our own 
little loaf pan so we could make our 
own little challies,” said Marilynn.

It’s no wonder the two sisters went 
on to create a small food empire out of 
what they refer to as their “132 years of 
combined baking and cooking experi-
ence.” They’ve written three celebrated 
cookbooks, hosted two shows on PBS, 
and a one-hour special on the Cooking 
Channel, and appeared on radio and 
television shows in 22 cities through-
out the United States and Canada.

They’ve also curated one of the 
country’s largest collections of culinary 
antiques and artifacts, which includes 
6,500 cookbooks, one of which was 
written after the French and Indian 
War in the mid-1700s. They used 250  
“manuscript cookbooks” – handwrit-
ten, unpublished recipes passed down 
through generations – to form the basis 
for their 2006 book, “Heirloom Baking 

Breaking bread with TV’s Brass sisters 

Sheila (left) and Marilynn (right) Brass shoot an episode with Jack and Max Barber 
of Mainely Burgers in Cambridge.

Robert Trestan, ADL regional director.
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ADL unveils  
map pinpointing 
hate across US



By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

As a significant percentage 
of American Jewish mil-
lennials move away from 

Judaism and their connection to 
Israel, Kate Eppers stands out. 
The singer/songwriter, actress, 
and social worker is a vocal sup-
porter of the Jewish homeland 
and is committed to advocat-
ing for the country, even if it 
takes hours of conversations to 
explain Israel’s views to friends.

“I was on the phone last night 
for 3½ hours talking to a friend 
about Israel,” she said. “They’re 
miseducated and it’s terrible. If 
they knew the reality and the 
short 70-year history of Israel, 
then people would be on our 
side.”

Eppers is an unlikely Zionist. 
She grew up in Salem with little 
Jewish background, and while 
her family celebrated Chanukah 
and Passover, it also commemo-
rated Christmas. 

Eppers, who has a sweet 
soprano voice, learned piano as 
a child, and got an early start 
on stage. From 8 until 17, she 
performed in Harvard’s comedic 
“The Ig Nobel Prizes” ceremony, 
which starred Nobel laureates 
such as Dudley Herschbach, 
who was awarded the 1986 
Nobel Prize in chemistry. She 
went on to sing in the chorus in 
public school and at Salem State, 
where she majored in music. 

Eppers likes to give back, 
and in addition to being a social 
worker, she’s also been employed 
as a preschool teacher, a music 

teacher in Danvers schools, and 
a camp drama director. She also 
has worked closely with autistic 
children. 

Around 10 years ago, she went 
on a Birthright trip to Israel. 
“It was a life-changing experi-
ence. I just never understood 
the magnitude of the blessing of 
what it means to be Jewish, and 
understanding that we have this 
home,” Eppers explained. 

Since Birthright, she’s made 
two more visits to Israel, and 
when she’s not singing, perform-
ing, or writing songs, she’s advo-

cating for Israel with friends or 
on social media.   

While she spends her days 
as a social worker, Eppers feels 
most comfortable on the stage. 
In recent years she’s performed 
at numerous venues, includ-
ing the Shalin Liu Performance 
Center in Rockport, the Kresge 
Auditorium at MIT, and the 
Sanders Theatre at Harvard. 

Last year, Eppers released 
her debut album, “The Wishing 
Well,” which features her origi-
nal music. Earlier this month her 
music video, “Follow Me” – which 

was filmed in Newburyport – 
premiered on YouTube. In addi-
tion, she’s been busy acting 
in independent films and just 
wrapped “The Dinner Party,” in 
which she portrays a progressive 
teen debutante in 1906.

Her recent album took three 
years to record, and the music 
grew out of a difficult period 
in her life. “It came from going 
through a series of bad things. 
I went through some traumatic 
events and I took all of that bad 
energy and just poured it into 
my piano and just wrote it,” she 
explained. “The summer took a 
turn for the better as I fell madly 
in love, and 2014 turned out to 
be the most magical, romantic 
summer of my 
life. ‘The Wishing 
Well’ is a true tes-
tament to this. 
The album is rich 
in intense, emo-
tionally charged 
love songs.”

When she 
began to write 
the album in 
2014, she decid-
ed to go on a 
Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies’ 
young adult Israel 
trip, where she toured the coun-
try and performed community 
service. That trip also helped 
further her bond with the Holy 
Land. 

“We were there on July 4th and 
we went to a Tel Aviv club and 
they played Bruce Springsteen’s 
‘Born in the U.S.A.,’ and I felt at 
home,” said Eppers, who wears 

a silver Star of David around her 
neck and always seems to have a 
tune in her head. 

For Eppers, singing and per-
forming is life affirming. She 
does not expect to become a 

famous pop star 
or actress. She 
wants to have 
children and buy 
a house one day. 

“The work I 
do is very impor-
tant – you have 
to eat and pay 
your bills,” said 
the North Shore 
resident. “I’m 
not trying to be 
a pop star. I’m 
just doing what I 
love and hoping 

for the best. I was only meant 
to do this, there’s really noth-
ing else that matters. Whether 
it’s through a stage/film perfor-
mance or through my music, 
I want nothing more than to 
touch people somehow.” 

For more information, visit 
www.kateeppers.com.

Community Partners

Jewish National Fund invites you to learn the truth about the   

GAZA BORDER CRISIS 
THE TRAUMA, THE DAMAGE, THE NEEDS

Join us to meet a mother, a young pioneer, and a farmer—
residents of Gaza border communities—who will share their 
personal stories of living under attack.

Tuesday, August 28, 2018
6:30 pm 
Complimentary and Open to the Public
Kosher Refreshments Provided

RSVP at jnf.org/townhallboston

Temple Israel of Boston
477 Longwood Ave, Boston, MA 02215

EVENT C0-CHAIRS 
Liz Harris ∙ Amy Parsons ∙ Jeffrey Woolf 

EVENT COMMITTEE  
Risa Aronson ∙ David Eisenberg ∙ Rhonda Forman ∙ Eli Orkin

More Information: Sara Hefez, Executive Director New England & the Capital Region,  
shefez@jnf.org, 617.423.0999 x811

Please note that for security purposes, government-issued photo identification will be required for entry. 
All bags are subject to search and absolutely no backpacks or large bags will be allowed.

EMERGENCY 
BOSTON

TOWN HALL

jnf.org  ∙  800.JNF.0099

If your congregation or organization isn’t listed as a community partner yet and you would like to be included please contact Sara Hefez at shefez@jnf.org or 617.423.0999 x811
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A Zionist at heart

Kate Eppers’ CD  
“The Wishing Well”

Kate Eppers has visited Israel three times.

“[Birthright] was a  
life-changing experience. 
I just never understood 
the magnitude of the 

blessing of what it 
means to be Jewish,  

and understanding that 
we have this home.” 

– Kate Eppers



By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

CAMBRIDGE – A few years 
ago, the Ruderman Family 
Foundation, a Boston-based 
Jewish philanthropy, start-
ed a program called LINK20 
designed to foster young dis-
ability rights advocates. Its 
name is a reference to the 20 
percent of the population who 
have a disability, and the need to 
create a network of people with 
and without physical or mental 
challenges who are equipped to 
advocate for a more equitable 
and inclusive society.

From May 12-17, 2019, 
LINK20 will partner with the  
MIT Sloan School of Manage-
ment to facilitate LEAD20@MIT, 
a program designed to gather 
the next generation of disability 
rights advocates from around 
the world to train in Cambridge. 
According to LINK20 program 
officer Rinat Kisin, the diversity 
of the attendees and the world-
class instruction by MIT fac-
ulty will give the program new 
global reach. 

“MIT now and LINK20 is 
what we see as the global level 
of activism, because it will be 
the programs that bring people 
together from all over the world, 
not just the US, not just Israel, 
to participate in one week that 
will give them all the skills that 
they need to go back to their 
communities and really make a 
change,” said Kisin. 

LEAD20@MIT’s “Leadership 
in the Digital Age” will focus on 
how to use new technologies 
to advance disability advocacy. 
Any program with “digital” in 
its title is a natural fit for MIT, 
whose business school is recog-
nized as one of the pioneers of 
digital strategy. 

“MIT is an extremely spe-
cial place,” said Ben Shields, a 
senior lecturer in managerial 
communication at Sloan, who 
will be one of LEAD20@MIT’s 
faculty. “It is located here in 
Kendall Square in Cambridge, 
which is one of the most inno-
vative hubs, I would argue, in 
the world.” 

Participants will be able to 
take full advantage of their 
unique surroundings by going 
on site visits to labs, startups, 
and nearby MIT facilities. The 
days will include workshops, 
lectures, and guest speakers 

discussing everything from 
cutting-edge social media tech-
niques to leadership communi-
cation skills. 

“The idea is really to have a 
lot of theory and practice in the 
class,” said Kisin. Participants 
will also use their time meeting 
in groups to devise an action-
able project or initiative they 
can undertake in the future. 
Upon completion of their proj-
ects, they will receive a certifi-
cate signed by the dean of Sloan 
and Jay Ruderman, the presi-
dent of the Ruderman Family 
Foundation.

Though the program is 
already receiving applications 
from all over the world, there 
are only 25 slots available. The 
admissions panel’s goal is to 
assemble a team with a diverse 
array of abilities and experi-
ences with proven leadership 
abilities. 

“We’re looking for people 
who already have a history of 
activism and advocacy,” said 
Ruderman. “People who are 
established on social media, 
people with disabilities, people 
without disabilities, people that 
are traditional activists that take 
their activism to the streets.”

The application deadline 
is Sept. 14, and Kisin antici-
pates that final decisions will be 
announced in late December. 
Accepted applicants will receive 
free transportation, tuition, 
meals, and lodging. Kisin 
stressed that every aspect of the 
program will be fully accessible, 
and that applicants with any 
questions should contact her 
at rinat@rudermanfoundation.
org.

“We are proud to partner with 
MIT and create this innovative 

program,” said Ruderman. “We 
are looking to take people who 
are leaders in this field and help 
them become better leaders in 
the digital age.”

To apply, visit lead20mit. 
rudermanfoundation.org.

Selling a high-end home comes with a unique 
set of challenges, and finding the right buyer 

requires a special skill. There are very few potential 
buyers out there who can afford to spend millions of 
dollars on a new home, and many of these high-end 
buyers are scattered around the globe. So how does a 

Luxury Home Real Estate Specialist locate the perfect buyer for your one-of-
a-kind home?

Experienced Luxury Home Specialists work primarily through their own 
multi-national network of relationships that they have developed over their 
years of serving this exclusive niche market. They stay in regular contact with 
their clients and are always developing new contacts to broaden their group of 
sophisticated buyers. Not only do they need to know how to attract qualified 
buyers, they also need to be able to separate serious buyers from curiosity 
seekers.

Your Luxury Home Specialist is a highly skilled networker who can 
search the world with a discriminative eye to find the perfect buyer for your 
beautiful home.

PHYLLIS LEVIN
on REAL ESTATE

SIX DEGREES

 www.phyllislevin.com phyllislevin@comcast.net (781) 367-8150
 website email cell

PHYLLIS LEVIN
CRS     GRI     CBR

EXPERIENCE IS THE DIFFERENCE
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS on all aspects
of buying or selling real estate at 781-367-8150.

Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS
on all aspects of buying or selling real estate

at 781-367-8150

JUST CALL AND I’LL DO THE REST

When you consider 
assisted living for
today, it’s also
important to think
about tomorrow.

Tour our campuses -
we offer assisted living 
and so much more. 
Imagine the possibilities!

See what sets
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare

apart.

201 Captains Row, Chelsea
 617.887.0826

240 Lynnfield Street, Peabody
978.532.4411

www.chelseajewish.org

Glatt Kosher Meat Available
We Have the Best Deli & Smoked Fish Party Platters

STEAK 
TIPS

Great for the grill

$8.99 lb

FRESH
CHICKENS

Whole or cut up

$2.99 lb

LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI

Catering
by Tevya

474 Lowell St., Peabody (978-535-6449) (FAX 978-535-6816)
Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Mass.
Visit our website: www.levineskoshermkt.com

FROM TEVYA’S KITCHEN
Buy a

BARBEQUED
CHICKEN 

And receive FREE 1 lb
potato salad or cole slaw

FROM OUR DELI DEPT

FRESH COOKED 
ROAST BEEF 

$8.99 lb
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Ruderman Foundation partners with MIT  
to train next generation of inclusion leaders

LINK20 workshop at the Ruderman Inclusion Summit in Boston. 



Tell me about 
your Jewish 
background. 

I went to religious school 
twice a week, preschool at the 
synagogue, my parents are still 
involved in the synagogue, 
Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody. 
My grandparents on my mom’s 
side are Holocaust survivors, so 
that’s always been significant 
and the driving force, and why 
we’re so involved.

Has that car-
ried over now 
that you’re out 
in the world?

Because of my job, I have to 
move around a lot, so it’s not 
like I can settle down and join 
a synagogue, but I do try and 
go – if there’s a holiday, I’ll try 
and go to a synagogue for ser-
vice or something. I cook a lot 
of recipes from my mom or my 
grandmother, so like, little piec-
es of it are of course still with 
me, and I think once I’m able 
to move back to Massachusetts 
eventually I’ll be able to kind of 
re-embrace it more observantly 
or wholeheartedly. 

Now you’re in 
broadcast jour-
nalism. How did 
that start?

Just growing up in school, 
teachers would tell me that I was 
a good public speaker and just 
well-spoken and poised, and I 
was just constantly watching TV 
news … and I’m a visual learn-
er so I really enjoy watching a 
story unfold on the television so 
I thought that would be a really 
good way. I’ve always been a 
storyteller. My friends are always 
like, if something happens to 

somebody else and I’m there, 
“Brittany’s going to tell it. Just 
let Brittany tell it because she’ll 
tell it exactly how it happened 
and she can tell it over and over 
again and it’ll be the same.” So, 
at some point, I said ‘I need to 
combine all my skills,’ so this 
seems like a good fit.

What’s your 
career been 
like? 

In college, I got involved in 
my university station, BUTV, 
right away freshman year – I was 
on a news magazine show so 
right away I could practice talk-
ing on camera. And then I got 
my first job in California, pretty 
much in Oregon, that’s how far 
north it is, and I got a really great 
start there – it helped me get to 
this job. Talking on TV is never 
something that I think anyone 
is 100 percent totally OK with, 
because people are watching, 
it’s nerve-wracking, but I know 
that I have a ton more to learn 
and I’ll continue to get better 
at it. 

Now I am strictly a reporter 
and I work for a cable station in 
New York and I’m a Long Island 
correspondent, and I do every-
thing. I get my assignment in 
the morning, and I get in my car 
with my laptop and my camera 
and my tripod and I go wherever 
I need to go and interview who 
I need to make the story hap-
pen, and then I get in my car, 
my car is my office, and I edit 
everything on my laptop and do 
my voice-over and then I put 
the camera on a tripod and film 
myself on it, and we get on the 
news.

Long Island has 
its fair share 
of Jews. Have 
you covered any 
Jewish stories? 

It’s really interesting to be 
back in such a big Jewish com-
munity. One of the first Jewish 
things I covered here was some-

thing for Yom HaShoah – there’s 
a big Holocaust memorial and 
tolerance center here in Glen 
Cove and they do this memo-
rial walk every year, so I was 
covering that and then last year 
on Rosh Hashanah – up until 
last December I was the over-
night reporter and worked 2 a.m. 
to 10 a.m., so I got my assign-
ment on Rosh Hashanah at 5 
a.m. and they were like, ‘Oh, we 
want you to cover security for the 
High Holidays given the politi-
cal climate’ – it was just after 
Charlottesville – so I ended up 
actually going to a synagogue in 
Commack and I interviewed the 
security guard. And then when I 
was finished, I went in and went 
to services. 

Last year there was a lot of 
graffiti of swastikas around Long 
Island, and so I think a syna-
gogue hosted a talk with a police 
commissioner and some other 
local Jewish officials just with the 
community about, ‘How can we 
feel safer? What can we do to pre-
vent these things?’ It’s interesting 
to cover things like that because 
I’m thinking, ‘How do I feel about 
this as a Jew?’ 

Will you raise 
your kids 
Jewish?

Yes, definitely. I want to give 
them the same background – 
celebrating the holidays, going 
to religious school, being part of 
the community. I think it helps 
people turn out OK and turn out 
in a way that makes them proud 
and makes their families proud. 

What are your 
hopes for the 
future?

For myself, my goal is to one 
day be reporting at a station in 
Boston. For the world, I real-
ly hope that people can start 
realizing that we’re more simi-
lar than different, and once that 
happens, maybe everyone will 
stop fighting. 

– Michael Wittner

tent sale
EVERY ITEM UNDER THE TENT WILL BE

6O% • 7O% • 8O% off
no exclusions • all items final sale • alterations extra

Friday-Sunday, August 17-19 only
Extended hours! Friday & Saturday 9am-8pm, Sunday 10am-6pm

85 Andover Street, Route 114, Danvers
978.774.4080 giblees.com

WORLD FAMOUS BRANDS including Canali • Peter Millar
Brioni • Tommy Bahama • Eton • Oxxford • Robert Talbott
Hickey Freeman • Barbour • Robert Graham • Hugo Boss
Giorgio Armani • Johnnie-O • Canada Goose • Paul & Shark
famous maker shoes and many other favorite brands!

Catering: 978-356-2050  •  Restaurant: 978-356-7201
196 High Street (Rte 1A), Ipswich, MA  •  www.ipswichclambake.com

Whether it’s a clambake, 
corporate outing, BBQ,  
family event, wedding,  
or special celebration,  
we have the perfect recipes 
to stir up a stellar event!

Whether it’s a clambake, 
corporate outing, BBQ,  
family event, wedding,  
or special celebration,  
we have the perfect recipes 
to stir up a stellar event!

Catering Local  
New England  
Clambakes Since 1976

 Free Cup of Chowder
 with purchase of full-priced entrée at restaurant

RESTAURANT OPEN AT 11 am,7 DAYS A WEEK

Catering Local  
New England  
Clambakes Since 1976

RESTAURANT OPEN AT 11 am,7 DAYS A WEEK
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Millennials The

Name: Brittany Comak
Age: 24
Hometown: Peabody
Currently living in: East Northport, New York

Alma Mater: Peabody Veterans Memorial High School 
’12, Boston University ’16 

Job: Reporter for WRNN FiOS1 News Long Island

Favorite food: French fries

Favorite music: I like a little of everything. I love 
hip hop, I like alternative, rock. My favorite artists are Justin 
Timberlake, Beyoncé, and I really like Eric Hutchinson and Muse, 
Mumford and Sons

Favorite movies: “Ace Ventura: Pet Detective,” “Mrs. 
Doubtfire,” “Bridesmaids,” “Legally Blonde” 

Favorite TV shows: “Will and Grace,” “Friends.” But 
currently I’m watching “Queer Eye” and I’m actually watching this 
show on Freeform right now called “The Bold Type” and I really 
really like it … it’s about these three girls that work at a magazine 
and they’re millennials and obviously it’s very relatable. 

Favorite travel destination: London. When 
I studied abroad there I was living there, and I traveled to other 
countries while I was there but I spent the most time in London, 
so that’s definitely my favorite place ever. 



Robert Meeropol was only 
6 years old when his parents, 
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, were 
executed in 1953 by the US gov-
ernment as spies for the Soviet 
Union. Earlier this month, at age 
71, he took part in an ancient 
Jewish ritual when he put on 
tefillin for the first time, some-
thing that Jewish boys usually 
do when they turn 13 at their bar 
mitzvah. 

The celebratory ritual, which 
was followed by singing and 
dancing with Chabad rabbis and 
over 1,200 fellow Jews, took place 
at the Rohr Jewish Learning 
Institute’s annual retreat in 
Providence, where Meeropol 
spoke about his experiences 
growing up as the “Cold War's 
most famous orphans” and his 
crusade to clear his mother's 
name. 

Meeropol – who was later 
adopted by Abel and Anne 
Meeropol along with his brother 
– told retreat attendees that he 
believes he's uncovered strong 
evidence showing that his moth-
er, Ethel Rosenberg, was not 
involved in espionage at all and 
was unfairly convicted and exe-
cuted. He also discussed the role 
of anti-Semitism in his parents' 
conviction and sentencing, and 
the campaign to have his mother 
pardoned by former President 
Obama. 

After his presentation, Rabbi 
Efraim Mintz, director of JLI, 
asked Robert if he had ever worn 
tefillin. When he said he hadn’t, 
the rabbi brought out a set and 
helped him affix them to his 
head and arm. 

“It was a very emotional 
moment for both Robert and 
myself,” said Rabbi Mintz. “It 
was extraordinary seeing some-
one who’s been through such 
a difficult childhood experience 
being finally able to perform this 
important mitzvah.” 

For over 40 years, Meeropol 
has been a progressive activist, 
author, and public speaker. In 
the 1970s he and his brother, 
Michael, successfully sued the 
FBI and CIA to force the release 
of 300,000 previously secret 
documents about their parents. 
He earned undergraduate and 
graduate degrees in anthro-
pology from the University of 
Michigan, graduated law school 
in 1985, and was admitted to the 
Massachusetts Bar.

In 1990, after leaving private 
practice, Robert founded the 
Rosenberg Fund for Children. 
The RFC is a public foundation 
that provides for the educa-

tional and emotional needs of 
children in this country whose 
parents have been harassed, 
injured, jailed, lost jobs, or died 
in the course of their progressive 
activities. The fund also supports 
youth who have been targeted 
for being activists. 

In its more than two decades, 
the RFC has awarded almost $6 
million in grants to benefit more 
than a thousand children. In 
September 2013, Robert retired 
as executive director, passing 
the leadership of the foundation 
to his daughter, Jennifer Ethel 
Meeropol. Robert continues to 
serve on the RFC board of direc-
tors and as a capital campaign 
fundraiser for the organization.

Robert has long been involved 
in anti-capital punishment 
activism, locally and interna-
tionally. He is interested in, and 
blogs about, issues of national 
security and civil liberties, and 
in understanding the connec-

tions between global warming, 
the evolution of human societ-
ies, and political activism.

He lives in western 
Massachusetts with his wife, the 
author Ellen Meeropol, and their 
cats, Coreopsis and Lupine.

Other JLI speakers included 
Eve Weiner and Hans Fisher, two 
passengers on the MS St. Louis, a 
ship full of Jewish refugees flee-
ing Nazi Germany in 1939. The 
ship was denied entry by the 
US and Cuba and sent back to 
Europe. A quarter of the passen-
gers died in the Holocaust. 

Eve and Hans spoke about the 
lessons that both the US govern-
ment and Jewish organizations 

should learn from the tragedy. A 
State Department representative 
read an apology on behalf of the 
US Government. 

Refusenik Yosef Mendelevich 
also told the crowd about his 
attempt to hijack a Soviet plan 
to escape to the West, and Yair 
Rosenberg spoke about trolling 
neo-Nazis on the Internet and 
gave tips for fighting anti-Semi-
tism online.

The Jewish Learning Institute, 
Chabad’s adult education arm, is 
the largest adult Jewish educa-
tion network in the world with 
300,000 students taking courses 
at 1,000 locations over the past 
19 years.  
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Robert Meeropol celebrating his bar mitzvah.

Son of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg celebrates Jewish rite of passage at 71
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Elul, the month 
of reflection 
before Rosh 

Hashanah, has 
arrived.   

During this 
month, it is cus-
tomary for Jews to 
meditate on the 
past year and take 
stock of our actions. 
Not every Jew cares 
about the holiday or 
the month, but for 
many, it is a gift which allows us to pause and 
consider all that has transpired in the last year. 
Here’s an Elul primer to lift the soul as we pre-
pare to begin the new year:

According to tradition, we pay our respects 
during Elul to relatives and friends who have 
passed on. At the cemetery, we place stones 
on graves to honor the deceased and to let 
others know that the grave has been recently 
visited.

In Elul, every morning service ends with 
a blast of the shofar – save for the day before 
Rosh Hashanah. According to scholars, one 
reason the shofar is sounded in Elul is to com-
memorate Moses’ second ascent of Mount 
Sinai. That ascent, which stretched from the 
first day of Elul through Yom Kippur, was 
complemented by shofar blasts. If you can, go 
to a synagogue during Elul, and listen to the 

shofar. Close your 
eyes, and listen to 
the notes drift to 
the heavens. It can 
be an otherworldly 
experience.

Elul is a period 
of introspection. 
In our prayer 
books, we read that 
Teshuva (return-
ing to God), char-
ity and prayer 
can nullify harsh 

decrees. These are simple ways of repairing 
the soul: when we talk directly to God, we 
release our burdens, anxiety and pain; when 
we give charity, we generally feel better; when 
we pray, we meditate, and can reach new 
spiritual heights.

Words can elevate others, and during 
the month we offer the greeting Ketivah 
Vachatimah Tovah, or  “May you be inscribed 
and sealed for a good year.” This is an affirma-
tion of life, and who doesn’t like to bestow or 
receive a positive message or blessing? It can 
change a person’s day.

Rosh Hashanah is just around the corner. 
Try one or more of these customs. It seemed 
to work for a lot of our parents and grandpar-
ents as they prepared for the new year. Maybe 
you’ll find there’s an innate wisdom to these 
traditions.

Steven A. Rosenberg
PUBLISHER/EDITOR

JEWISH JOURNAL

Elul, a time of meditation 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

As a Jewish woman, I grew 
up understanding that govern-
ment-sponsored torture occurs 
and that we must remain vigi-
lant to ensure that it does not 
happen again. That is why I can’t 
sleep well anymore: it happened 
again. 

As a social worker, I know that 
separating children from their 
parents is torture, as the sudden, 
unexplained separation from a 
loved one is traumatic. Now we 
are learning of forced drugging 
of children in detention, their 
sexual and physical abuse, med-
ical neglect, and last week that 
one child died from an illness 
she contracted in detention. I 
can’t sleep thinking of the sepa-
rated parents’ emotional torture. 
As one mother in detention stat-
ed: “I came here to escape death, 
instead they are killing me in the 
worst way possible.” 

I have gone to sleep and 

woken up thinking of these chil-
dren, these parents tortured by 
our government, on our watch. 
Please call your representative 
and tell them that those respon-
sible should be held account-
able for their crimes. For it is a 
crime – the UN Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment 
of the Crime of Genocide defines 
genocide as any of the following 
acts: (a) killing members of the 
group; (b) causing serious bodi-
ly or mental harm to members 
of the group; (c) deliberately 
inflicting on the group condi-
tions of life calculated to bring 
about its physical destruction in 
whole or in part; (d) imposing 
measures intended to prevent 
births within the group; (e) forc-
ibly transferring children of the 
group to another group. B and E 
have already happened. 

Samara Grossman 
Boston 

Separating children from their parents is torture

My letter is a response 
to an item by Carol Denbo, 
from Swampscott, titled 
“Undocumented refugees, and 
the Holocaust,” which appeared 
in your July 19 issue.

Ms. Denbo apparently 
believes that the Jewish people 
are the only ones who have lost 
their homes and their lives “for 
the crime of being” whatever 
they are. She is mistaken: many 
human beings the world over 
face exile, persecution, torture 
and death simply for being x, 
y, or z, for reasons that include 
someone’s opposition to some 
religion, class, ethnicity, nation-
ality, race or politics. The peo-

ple who are arriving as refugees 
from countries south of the bor-
der are most often fleeing dic-
tatorial regimes that routinely 
commit crimes against their 
own people, or are trying to 
save themselves and their fami-
lies from the grinding poverty 
caused by the greed and cruelty 
of those in power. 

Ms. Denbo stresses that 
“the laws must be respected,” 
and consequently obeyed. But 
that depends on the nature, 
sources, purposes and effects 
of specific laws. During the 
Holocaust, many German citi-
zens, among others elsewhere, 
obeyed the laws that ordered 

them to denounce their Jewish 
neighbors, just as the SS obeyed 
the laws of the Nazi regime. 
Others had more respect for the 
humanity of desperate people in 
flight, and disobeyed those laws, 
even going so far as to hide their 
neighbors – and even strangers – 
and help them survive. 

And oh, how we wish there 
had been far fewer of the “law-
abiding” citizens, and many, 
many more of the latter “law-
breakers!” Just think how many 
more Jewish families would be 
whole today if that had been 
the case.

Rhina P. Moskowitz
Newburyport

Questioning letter on undocumented refugees, and the Holocaust  

Standing up for a free press is 
very important to the sovereign-
ty of our great country. Most of 
what Steven A. Rosenberg states 
in his editorial (“Stand up for a 
free press,” Journal, August 2) 
would be considered accurate 
by most accounts. However, in 
my opinion, he must be living 
in a fantasy world if he thinks 
the liberal free press is doing 
their job, as they did very well 

many years ago. 
The majority of the press has 

no desire to investigate issues 
or possible wrongdoing by their 
liberal colleagues in all profes-
sions. Instead, they completely 
ignore these potential block-
buster stories.

Their main focus, which can 
be backed up by statistics, is to 
blatantly lie, exaggerate or just 
ignore the positive stories relat-

ed to our president and most 
conservatives and they do this 
on a daily basis.

Yes, it is time to lower the 
rhetoric and understand the 
importance of the working jour-
nalist, but Mr. Rosenberg has 
placed blame on the wrong per-
son. His bias against President 
Trump is obvious.

Steven Sogoloff
Peabody 

Editorial shows Journal is biased 
I am responding to Ms. 

Denbo’s letter to the editor, 
”Undocumented refugees, and 
the Holocaust” as published in 
the Jewish Journal on July 19. I 
fear that the opinions expressed 
in this piece are indicative of a 
larger problem; that of blaming 
the victim, failing to understand 
the complexity of the sociopol-
itics of Central America, and, 
more egregiously, of using the 
Holocaust as an excuse for indif-
ference. 

The gang-related violence 
and number of homicides 
occurring is unprecedented in 
Central America. In terms of 
death tolls by violence, these 
countries rival Afghanistan. In 
addition, US asylum law does 
not necessarily pertain to those 
who are victims of gang-related 
violence. Ms. Denbo writes, “We 
are a country of laws, and those 
laws need to be respected.” What 
about righteous Gentiles who 
blatantly broke laws to save Jews 
during the Holocaust?  When 
laws are unjust, it is our moral 
imperative to stand up and say, 
“Not in my name.”  

Let us never forget the Jewish 
refugees aboard the MS St. Louis 
who were denied entry into the 
United States and were turned 
back, only to be condemned to 
death at the hands of the Nazis.  

I believe that while using 
inaccurate historical compari-
sons between the United States 
and Nazi Germany is danger-
ous, the greater threat is using 
the Holocaust as an excuse for 
inaction. Scared, vulnerable 
children were torn away from 
their parents and were being 
detained in cages. A Muslim 
registry was proposed by this 
current administration, which is 
not unlike what occurred under 
the Nuremberg Laws. Donald 
Trump’s use of scapegoating 
and the disgusting rhetoric used 
to denigrate minority groups 
shares traits with the malignant 
speech used by Hitler against 
our people. More importantly, 
our common history as victims 
of such terrible crimes against 
humanity should propel us 
towards action.  

Benjamin Gerson
Cambridge

Don’t use the Holocaust as an excuse for inaction

It is nice to read an editorial 
grounded in principle (“Stand 
up for a free press,” Journal, 
August 2).

My perusing of the pages of 
the Jewish Journal has dropped 
off significantly in the past 
couple of years. I could pre-
dict ahead of time what the 
slant would be covering current 
events.

Daniel Krasa
Via email

Editorial not slanted
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By Edy Cohen 

A recently published 
report by the Action 
Group for Palestinians in 

Syria, a human-rights group, 
documented 3,840 cases of 
Palestinians who have been 
killed since the onset of the 
Syrian civil war in 2011. The 
causes of death ranged from 
artillery shelling to shootings or 
torture in the regime’s infamous 
prisons across the country.

In addition to this report, the 
Syrian regime released for the 
first time a list of names that 
included the identities of 548 
dead Palestinians – without not-
ing the causes of death. Rights 
groups, however, agree those 
Palestinians died as a result 
of being tortured, starved and 
deprived of adequate medical 
treatment.

The AGPS said that 1,682 
Palestinians are still missing, 
their fates unknown. According 
to some assessments, these 
Palestinians were either killed 
at some time during the 
bloody civil war or in the “best 
case” scenario are still in pris-
on. Therefore, at least 5,522 
Palestinians have either been 
killed or have gone missing 
since 2011.

Along with those killed or 
missing, tens of thousands of 
Palestinians in Syria have lost 
their homes and employment. 
For example, the Yarmouk refu-

gee camp, which was home to 
thousands, was utterly demol-
ished over the course of the war. 
Before the camp was destroyed, 
the Assad regime had laid siege 
to it. During that time, images 
of emaciated Palestinians began 
emerging in Syrian opposition 
media outlets. Despite these 
horrors, not one official in the 
Palestinian Authority publicly 
condemned Syrian President 
Bashar Assad or his brutal hege-
mony.

This is incredible. Where is 
the outcry from the Palestinian 
Authority, Arab and global 
news outlets, rights groups, 

Palestinian and Arab politi-
cians? Where is their denun-
ciation of Assad’s war crimes 

against the Palestinians? Why 
isn’t every single Arab lawmaker 
in Israel excoriating the Syrian 
dictator?

When a Hamas or Islamic 
Jihad terrorist from Gaza is 
killed by the Israel Defense 
Forces while trying to plant a 
roadside bomb or cut a hole in 
the border fence, the Arab and 
Western worlds are apoplec-
tic. The Arab League issues its 
familiar condemnation; consis-
tently hostile Kuwait denounces 
Israel at the United Nations and 
tries convening the Security 
Council; PA leader Mahmoud 
Abbas requests international 
protection for the Palestinians; 
and these reactions are covered 
around the clock by the Arab 
and Western press.

When Palestinians are killed 
by other Arabs, evidently no one 
cares – not in the Arab world 
and not among the Palestinians 
themselves, whether the PA 
or Hamas. Everyone is silent. 
Palestinian blood in Judea, 
Samaria and Gaza is far more 
valuable than Palestinian blood 
in other parts of the globe. To 
be sure, Palestinians who are 
killed by IDF fire can be used as 
a tool – whether by Arab coun-
tries or the Western world – to 
undermine and weaken Israel. 
Human-rights groups in the 
West and in Israel, too, invest 
most of their energies and 
attention on the Palestinian 
issue in Israel. The equation is 
plain to see: When Israel or the 
Jews can’t be blamed for killing 
Arabs, it’s not interesting.

Throughout the war in Syria, 
Abbas’s silence on the plight of 
Palestinians in Syria has been 
deafening. He has never repu-
diated Assad or Iran for killing 
Palestinians there. He sought 
the best of all worlds: support 
from Iran and from the Arabs. It 
appears he has been successful.

During the atrocities perpe-
trated in Iraq several years ago, 
a downtrodden Yazidi woman 
held a placard that said: The 
tragedy of the Yazidi people is 
that the Jews aren’t their enemy.

Dr. Edy Cohen is a researcher 
at the BESA Center and a con-
tributor to JNS.org.

When Palestinian blood isn’t equal

The Yarmouk refugee camp in Syria was destroyed during the country’s civil war. 

By Jonathan S. Tobin 

For Israelis, it’s a case of déjà vu all 
over again.

As they have so many times in 
the last 11 years since the Hamas coup 
in Gaza, residents of southern Israel have 
spent the last days dashing to shelters 
as the Islamist terrorist group showered 
the region with rocket fire. Once again, 
the Israel Defense Forces struck back 
hard and prepared for the possibility that 
Hamas will make a fatal miscalculation, 
leaving Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu 
no choice but to launch the sort of dev-
astating military campaign that would 
– like “Operation Protective Edge” in the 
summer of 2014 – bring some quiet to 
the border.

But whether or not another tempo-
rary ceasefire is reached before things 
get out of hand, the one thing that every-
one on both sides of the border knows is 
that a real solution to the problem is not 
in sight.

Neither Israel nor Egypt will lift the 
blockade of Gaza as long as Hamas is in 
power – for the very obvious reason that 
doing so would allow Iran and other bad 
regional actors to help arm the terrorists 
and make the strip an even more formi-
dable military stronghold.

Since Israel has no desire to rule Gaza 
again – let alone pay the price in blood 
and treasure in order to take back the 
territory it abandoned in 2005 – the only 
possible candidate to replace the Islamist 
group is the Palestinian Authority. But 
despite its occasional feints in the direc-
tion of a unity deal with Hamas, the PA 
has no interest in taking on the burden 
of administering Gaza. Indeed, it was 
the PA and its leader Mahmoud Abbas’s 
attempt to put financial pressure on 
Hamas that has helped precipitate the 
new round of fighting.

While Hamas wouldn’t mind seeing 
their Fatah rivals that run the PA having 
to figure out how to collect the garbage 
and carry out all the other responsibili-
ties that make governing the impover-
ished enclave a near impossible task, 

they will never surrender their weapons 
or give up the armed struggle against 
Israel. Indeed, they have spent the last 
year doubling down on the notion that 
they represent the cause of the descen-
dants of the 1948 refugees, and their 
desire to “return” and end Israel as a 
Jewish state. This helps focus the popu-
lation of Gaza on external foes – the Jews 
they’ve been taught to hate – rather than 
on the Islamist tyrants who have spent 
the last 11 years worsening an already 
dismal situation on the strip.

That means the possible terms of a 
long-term truce with Gaza, including 
a return of the remains of Israeli sol-
diers and the building of a seaport for 
Gaza, as well as the opening of more 
border crossings, that have been floated 
are as much a fantasy right now as the 
Palestinian delusions about wiping out 
the last 70 years of history. Though nei-
ther side, especially Netanyahu, who is 
characteristically cautious about putting 
the IDF in harm’s way, wants another 
war, Hamas may wind up overestimating 
its leverage because it thinks that Israel 
is too concerned about the threat from 

Iran and Hezbollah in the north to pay 
attention to the enemy in the south.

For the sake of argument, let’s assume 
that cooler heads prevail, and Hamas 
decides to stop firing rockets at Israel. 
Let’s further assume that somehow the 
threat of an IDF offensive causes Hamas 
to clamp down on the launching of 
incendiary kites and balloons that have 
burned so many fields, and made life 
on the border hell for Israelis in recent 
months. That would be an optimal out-
come for Israel and, no doubt, revive 
hope for a renewal of the peace pro-
cess and encouragement for the Trump 
administration’s plans to put forward a 
new peace proposal.

But even if all that happened, this 
shouldn’t provide any comfort for those 
who still hold onto hope for a two-state 
solution.

Abbas and the PA have made it clear 
that it won’t negotiate or make conces-
sions that would mean a permanent end 
to the conflict with Israel. But even if they 
did accept Trump’s terms that would give 
them a state, that would merely replicate 
the current crisis in the south in the far 

larger and more strategically placed West 
Bank alongside Jerusalem and Israel’s 
most heavily populated areas.

A theoretical peace deal will likely give 
Israel all sorts of security guarantees. But 
what good would those guarantees be 
once an independent Palestinian state 
fell under the sway of Hamas, as Gaza 
did within two years of Ariel Sharon’s 
withdrawal of every Israeli soldier, set-
tler and settlement in 2005? At the time, 
Sharon and others who supported his 
plan boasted that if the Palestinians in 
Gaza caused Israel any trouble, the IDF 
would make them pay such a terrible 
price that they’d never try it again. But 
what Israelis learned was that no matter 
how terrible the pain the army inflicts 
on Gaza, it doesn’t stop the Palestinians 
from resuming the fighting the next 
time one of their leading terror groups 
decides its in their interest to do so.

While those who care about Israel 
should be focused on the suffering of the 
people of towns like Sderot, which are 
once again under siege from Hamas fire, 
we should also spare a thought for what 
would happen if the rockets were being 
fired from an independent Palestinian 
state in the West Bank, and the suburbs 
of Tel Aviv and Jerusalem were trans-
formed into new and even more vulner-
able Sderots.

Nothing short of Palestinian groups 
explicitly admitting defeat and renounc-
ing their war on Israel will bring relief 
to Gaza or make two states possible. 
Even if we believed Abbas and Fatah 
really wanted peace, as long as Hamas 
is armed and in control of any terri-
tory, that isn’t possible. While we should 
all pray that a ceasefire is reinstated 
and holds for as long as possible, until 
this basic conundrum is addressed, the 
efforts of the Trump administration and 
others to promote peace will continue to 
be an exercise in futility.

Jonathan S. Tobin is the editor  
of JNS.org.

Gaza, Hamas, and the two-state solution

A Palestinian prepares to fly an incendiary kite to Israel. 

Where is the outcry from 
the Palestinian Authority, 

Arab and global news 
outlets, rights groups, 
Palestinian and Arab 

politicians? 
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By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

BOSTON – Here are a few 
trivia questions for you – see 
how you do with them:

“Mel Brooks’s Star Wars 
parody, ‘Spaceballs,’ replaces 
‘Force’ in the ‘May the Force be 
with you’ with what very Jewish 
name?”

“Collectively, what were 
comedians Moses Horowitz, 
Louis Feinberg, and Jerome 
Horwitz better known as?”

“The last time someone 
earned an Oscar for playing a 
real-life Jew was 2009, when 
Sean Penn won for portraying 
whom?”

The answers are Schwartz, 
the Three Stooges, and Harvey 
Milk. If you knew the answers 
to all of these questions with-
out peeking, you may have 
had a shot at winning The Big 
Quiz Thing’s Ultimate Trivia 
Experience, a July 31 fundrais-
er for the Boston Jewish Film 
Festival that tested attendees’ 
knowledge of Jews in the enter-
tainment industry. 

According to Jaymie Saks, the 
film festival’s executive director, 
the event is part of a few fund-
raisers that the organization has 
held to prepare for its 30th anni-
versary this November. 

“We were looking for some 
different ways to celebrate our 
30th anniversary … we want-
ed to do something different, 
maybe a little fun,” said Saks as 
the “Star Wars” theme boomed 
behind her. “We’ve had this idea 
for a long, long time, so it was a 
good fit.”

The idea had been perco-
lating for a while because the 
mother of host and The Big Quiz 
Thing founder, Noah Tarnow, 
once sat on the film festival 

board. Tarnow, dressed that 
night in a shimmering, oversized 
black and purple sports coat, is a 
full-time trivia host who aims to 
create a heightened version of 
typical contests. 

“The idea is to do a bar trivia 
night, but more deluxe,” said 
Tarnow, who founded The Big 
Quiz Thing in 2002, and now 
hosts 150 events a year. “As part 
of that, we do multimedia pre-
sentations … we try to make it 
more like a trivia game experi-
ence.”  

Tarnow opened the Boston 
event by crying, “Let’s hear 
it for useless knowledge!” 
Throughout the two floors of 
Hopsters Brewing Company, the 
bar in the Boston Seaport, large 
television screens displayed the 
questions, some of which were 
completely visual. Scenes from 
movies starring and/or direct-
ed by Jews played, and teams 
needed to fill in the last line of 
dialogue. Teams were also asked 

to identify Jews in show business 
based only on a series of images 
that make up the sounds of their 
names. 

Teams of people, who 
assigned themselves names 
like “the Mavens,” “Clueless,” 
and “YentaSchmenta,” were 
hard at work, whispering fur-
tively across the table after each 
question was asked. Sometimes, 
when Tarnow asked a particu-
larly obvious question, mur-
murs of the answer could be 
heard throughout the room, fol-
lowed by scolding shushes. After 
each question, representatives 
plugged their answers into an 
app, and Tarnow announced the 
answers after the end of rounds. 
With each answer reveal, bursts 
of cheering and high-fives 
erupted.  

Finally, after two rounds of 10 
questions and a lightning round, 
the scores were tallied, and it 
was time to pick a winner. The 
three groups with the highest 
scores so far, the Vilna Fools, 
the Rents and Friends, and 

Wormtown, each chose one rep-
resentative to earn every mem-
ber of their team a shiny medal. 
Tarnow would ask three ques-
tions, and would call on the first 
person who hit the buzzer. The 
first to get two correct answers 
would win.

“Five years, Jewish actor Idina 
Menzel served as the voice for 
what very popular Halloween 
costume character?”

The answer is Queen Elsa, the 
main character in the Disney 
movie “Frozen.” The point went 
to Adam Chale from the Vilna 

Fools. If Chale, a teacher from 
Stoughton, got the next question 
right, he would win the game for 
his team.

“On the Internet Movie 
Database, what 1984 movie, 
directed by Jewish actor/film-
maker Rob Reiner, is the only 
entry that has a rating on a scale 
of 1 to 11?” asked Tarnow (all 
others are 1 to 10).  

Chale buzzed in. “This is 
Spinal Tap.”  He was right, and 
the words “glorious victory” 
flashed across the TV screen 
behind him. The Vilna Fools 
were thrilled. “I had a good team 
behind me,” Chale said. As their 
name suggests, many on the 
team represented the venerable 
Vilna Shul in Boston.  

“We were in the corner and 
we couldn’t see the screen,” said 
Eugene Schultz of Wakefield, 
who’s the social media manag-
er for the Vilna Shul. “And so 
they said, ‘Oh, you know, you 
can move,’ and I said ‘meh, Jews 
overcome a lot. It’s no 40 years in 
the desert.’” 

Trivial pursuit at Jewish Film Fest fundraiser

Adam Chale of Stoughton wins The Big Quiz Thing’s Ultimate Trivia Experience.

Eve Tapper of Newton celebrates 
a correct answer.

“The idea is to do 
a bar trivia night, 

but more deluxe … 
We do multimedia 

presentations … we try 
to make it more like a 

trivia game experience.” 
– Noah Tarnow  
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 Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4 PM, Monday –Thursday 7AM - 7 PM, Friday 7 AM - 4 PM,                              
Closed Saturday.                      

Free Parking 

Zayde’s Market                       
Where Quality & Kosher Meet 

    www.zaydesmarket.com           781-828-3530 

Every Tuesday                                 
Pizza in the Park                               

at                                        
New Cold Spring Park  
Farmer’s Market                            

1200 Beacon St.                                  
Every Tuesday                                           
1:30 PM - 6:00PM                            

We Cater 

Our High Holiday Menus                             
available on-line 

Fresh “Israeli Style” Thin                                                       
Chicken Schnitzel…....………$7.99lb. 
The Butcher’s Select                                                                   
Pepper Steak - Stir Fry….$7.99lb. 
Golden - Vegetable, Sweet Potato & Zucchini                                                                         
Pancakes………...Reg 3.99………..$2.50   
Farfalle &                                                             
Chicken …Sicilian Style…...…....$7.99lb.    
Portobello     Made in House                                                                
Mushroom Ravioli................$7.99lb. 
Made in House                                               
Tuscan Steak Salad……......$10.99lb. 
Har Bracha                                                         
Cabernet Franc...Reg.$49.99…$38.00 

“Sale Prices Good Thru August 24, 2018                 
Delivery Fees of $5.00 and up                                                    

See our Web site & Facebook page 

Zayde’s Market  
High Holiday  

Menus, Groceries Meats 
& Poultry, Prepared 

Foods Now Available 

427 Paradise Road, Vinnin Square, Swampscott ~ 781-599-8829
Monday-Friday 10-6 ~ Saturday 10-5 ~ Sunday 12-4

Celebrating 36 Years
“The Most Exciting Dance
And Activewear Boutique”

SAVE 65%-85%

Summer & Fall Clothing
Dancewear & Shoes  ~  Jewelry & Giftwear

Check out our $25 & under racks

SAVE THE DATE!
GIANT SIDEWALK SALE
Friday, August 24th & Saturday, August 25th

Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL
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Hall of fame pitcher Mariano Rivera visits Israel
Legendary New York Yankees 

pitcher Mariano Rivera toured 
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 
base Michve Alon last month 
in the Galilee in northern Israel, 
as part of a spiritual interfaith 
mission. 

As part of this mission, 
Friends of the Israel Defense 
Forces (FIDF) arranged a base 
visit, where Rivera and mission 
participants learned about the 
FIDF programs carried out at 
the IDF Alon Educational and 
Instructional Center (Michve 
Alon base), where support is 
given to soldiers from at-risk 
populations to help them 
adapt to their army service and 
become successful and contrib-
uting citizens. Among the FIDF 
courses for the 6,000 soldiers 
stationed at Michve Alon are 
those which help new immi-
grants and soldiers from minor-
ity groups learn Hebrew.

“I’m privileged and honored 
to be here, and learn about the 
young men and women who are 
here in the IDF, being trained 
to be a better person, a bet-
ter citizen, and a better human 
being,” Rivera said while meet-
ing with the soldiers. “For me, 
it was something special that I 
will take with me through my 
life.”

“We can never say thank you 

enough to those who are ready 
to sacrifice their lives for the 
people of Israel. They are not 
just our brothers and sisters 
keepers; they are their saviors,” 
said Rabbi Joseph Potasnik, 
Executive Vice President of The 
New York Board of Rabbis. 

The NYBR delegation, Rivera, 
and members of Refugio de 
Esperanza - Refuge of Hope 
met with soldiers who study 
and serve on the Michve Alon 
base, including Sgt. Emily, a 
Lone Soldier from Illinois, and 
Pvt. Sivan, a Lone Soldier from 
Colombia, who spoke Rivera’s 
native language of Spanish. 

Lone Soldiers are IDF soldiers 
with no immediate family in 
Israel, and are supported by the 
FIDF Lone Soldiers Program.

“We were thrilled to host 
Mr. Mariano Rivera at Michve 
Alon to witness FIDF’s impor-
tant programs in action,” said 
FIDF National Director and 
CEO, Maj. Gen. (Res.) Meir Klifi-
Amir. “Considering Rivera’s 
own remarkable philanthropic 
endeavors, including his foun-
dation’s work helping impov-
erished communities and pro-
viding education assistance, we 
believed that he’d recognize and 
appreciate how valuable FIDF’s 

programs are for IDF soldiers of 
all backgrounds.”

“The IDF follows its historic 
moral code and, as the melting 
pot of Israeli society, it not only 
protects the Jewish homeland, 
but also cares – with FIDF’s sup-
port – for all its soldiers, from a 
mosaic of religious, ethnic, and 
socioeconomic backgrounds,” 
Klifi-Amir added.

FIDF’s educational and 
scholarship programs trans-
form the lives of thousands of 
IDF soldiers each year, includ-
ing its IMPACT! initiative that 
grants four-year, higher educa-
tion scholarships to combat and 
combat-support soldiers from 
challenging socioeconomic 
backgrounds. These programs 
give soldiers the opportunity to 
break the cycle of poverty and 
build a better future for them-
selves as well as the Israeli soci-
ety as a whole.

Rivera, 48, is a Panamanian-
American who played 19 sea-
sons for the New York Yankees 
and is widely regarded as the 
greatest closer in modern base-
ball, and a true humanitarian. 
Rivera is involved in several 
philanthropic initiatives, pri-
marily through the Mariano 
Rivera Foundation and the 
Christian community.

Mariano Rivera with Maj. Saleh Halabi at an IDF base.

By Jackson Richman
JNS.ORG

President Donald Trump 
signed the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) this 
week, which includes $550 mil-
lion in assistance to Israel and 
temporarily halts the sale of 
F-35 fighter jets to Turkey. This 
comes amid tensions between 
the US and Ankara, which is 
currently holding an American 
pastor hostage, among other 
political moves.

The $717 billion measure 
includes a bipartisan measure 
honoring a decade-long mem-
orandum of understanding 
between America and Israel, 
with the US giving $3.8 billion 
annually to the Jewish state.

The NDAA, titled the “John 
S. McCain National Defense 
Authorization Act for 2019,” 
authorizes funds for research 
and development pertaining 
to weapon-defense systems, 
including the Iron Dome, 
David’s Sling, Arrow 2 and 
Arrow 3 systems told help Israel 

defend against missile and 
rocket threats. Additionally, the 
law provides $50 million for 
joint US-Israeli work on coun-
ter-tunnel technology, which 
has emerged as a major secu-
rity threat to Israel in recent 
years from the Palestinian ter-
ror group Hamas.

The annual military blue-
print also temporarily blocks 
the US delivery of the jets 
to Turkey in response to the 
detention of American pastor 
Andrew Brunson, whom the 
country accuses of participat-
ing in the failed 2016 coup 
against President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan.

Earlier this month, the 
United States slapped sanc-
tions on two top Turkish gov-
ernment officials involved in 
Brunson’s detention. The White 
House also placed aluminum 
and steel tariffs on Turkey, and 
Trump said last Friday that he 
approved a doubling of those 
tariffs. The tariffs and sanctions 
have caused Turkey’s currency, 
the lira, to crash.

Trump approves $550 million  
aid package to Israel;  
halts sale of fighter jets to Turkey



BOSTON – Earlier this year, 
eight Jewish Massachusetts 
teens joined with 13,000 peers 
from 50 countries for the 30th 
annual March of the Living 
(MOTL) heritage trip that trans-
ported them from the som-
ber ashes of the Holocaust to 
the miracle of modern Israel. 
Participants agreed: the journey 
changed their lives forever. 

Mass. MOTL Chapter Chair Irv 
Kempner of Sharon announced 
that registration is now open 
for the 2019 MOTL set for April 
28-May 12, 2019. The trip starts 
after Passover, timed to coin-
cide with three modern Jewish 
holidays:  marking Holocaust 
Remembrance Day in Poland, 
then, marking Israel’s Memorial 
Day and Independence Day in 
the Jewish state.

Kempner says, “An impor-
tant component of MOTL is 
the unparalleled opportuni-
ty to study the history of the 
Holocaust and examine the 
roots of prejudice, intolerance 

and hate. MOTL provides les-
sons, memories and friendships 
that stay with participants forev-
er.” The March itself is a 3-kilo-
meter walk from Auschwitz 
to Birkenau as a tribute to all 
Holocaust victims.  

For teen registration 
information, contact Aaron 
Kischel, Director of MOTL Teen 
Programming – Day Schools, 
Synagogues & Youth Move ments: 
kischel7241@gmail.com, or  
781-799-4765.

Wednesday, August 22, 6:00 – 7:30 pm

Sundown and Smores by the sea 
  Join us for Smores at Devereux Beach. Smores 

materials provided. Bring your own picnic if 
desired. All are welcome!

Saturday, August 25

Synaplex   open house 
Join us any time during the morning. You’re never late.  
Our doors are open... bring a friend, stay for lunch.

Sunday, September 23, 11 am - 12:30 pm

farm day at shirat hayam
Free and open to the community: petting zoo,  
pony rides, crafts, food for purchase.

Friday, November 9

share-a-shabbat
 5:30 pm: Dinner 
 6:00 pm: Fun, musical Kabbalat Shabbat Service
 6:30 pm: Dessert

Offering a multitude of ways for parents to connect Jewishly while 
your kids are in Hebrew School.  Pre-K Hebrew School is free — 
registration required.  
  9:00 am  Renewal Service or Traditional Minyan
10:00 am    Nosh & Drash (Torah discussion), Yoga Minyan  

or Traditional Torah Service
11:10 am  Healing Service and Rabbi’s Talk
11:45 am  Ruach Rally with the Ruach Rally Band
12:00 pm  Shabbat Café

Come and go any time!  Babysitting available, 9:00 – 11:45 am

Shirat Hayam Loves Families!

Our weekly Saturday morning 
Shabbat Synaplex™

Share-A-Shabbat

Sh
ar

e-A-Shabbat

@ Shirat Hayam

High Holy Day Family Services 
No tickets needed

Rosh Hashanah, Day 1  
Monday, September 10
9:15 am Family Service
4:00 pm Tashlich at Phillip’s Beach

Yom Kippur 
Wednesday, September 19   
9:45 am Family Service

Sukkot       
Sunday, September 30  
9:00 – 10:30 am Sukkah Cycle at 
Dandee Donut Factory in Marblehead 

Simchat Torah 
Sunday, September 30  
5:30 pm Dinner and Celebration

™

TEMPLE EMMANUEL 
OF CHELSEA

Come Pray with us
  Come Sing with us
     Come Home to us!

Modern, Historic, Flexible Rabbi and Cantor 
Oksana Chapman

60 Tudor Street, Chelsea  •  617-889-1736
TempleEmmanuelChelsea@verizon.net

OPEN HOUSE SERVICE:
"Kol Nidre in VOICE and CELLO"

Sept. 18th • 6 p.m. ~ Complimentary to All!

Drawings by Phoebe Potts, Head of School

Sunday, September 16
10 am-12 noon

Meet our families and see our innovative school in action.  
Join us! 

RSVP 978-281-0739 
Or visit www.taagloucester.org

OPEN HOUSE
SYLVIA COHEN  

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Earlier this month, Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies led a 
24-hour crisis response trip to 
San Antonio, Texas, in support 
of the hundreds of migrants 
currently being detained at the 
US border. The trip was quickly 
organized following the launch 
of CJP’s Fund to Aid Children 
and End Separation (FACES), 
which has generated more than 
$200,000 from 413 donors in just 
six weeks. Over the course of the 
brief trip, the 29 participants, 
a mix of Boston Jewish com-
munity leaders, volunteers and 
CJP staff, packed more than 400 
backpacks with crucial resourc-
es to distribute to migrant fami-
lies at the border, and joined 
the Jewish Federation of San 
Antonio to hear from Tino 
Gallegos, Immigration Liaison, 
Office of the City Manager, and 
a Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals (DACA) recipient, to 
explore some of the more com-
plex issues facing migrant fami-
lies at the border and learn what 
we can do in our own communi-
ties to help. 

Sarah Abramson, CJP’s Vice 
President of Caring, Community 
Impact and Strategic Part-
nerships said: “It is one thing to 
know that your money is going 
to make a difference, but it’s a 
whole other experience to meet 
the families receiving that sup-
port face-to-face, and see the 
pain in their eyes as they grap-
ple with the incredibly difficult 
reality of an uncertain future. 
We think a lot at CJP about how 
to use our resources to make a 
bigger difference, and it was an 
honor and privilege to meet the 
volunteers who, with our fund-
ing, are able to do this day in 
and day out.”

CJP leads trip to  
support migrants in Texas 
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Kimberlee Schumacher, president and chief executive officer of 
Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters, packed supplies in an assembly line 
of 29 volunteers from Boston’s Jewish community. 

March of the Living registration begins

Rosh Hashanah comes early this year, starting on September 9. 
The Journal’s ROSH HASHANAH GREETINGS issue 

will be published on September 6. 
Reserve your ad space today! The ad deadline is August 29.  

Call your account rep at 978-745-4111.



Temple Sinai Welcomes you!

Program Starting October 14th 
Engages and inspires individuals using a passionate and

bold approach to understanding Torah and Tradition.

Y
O

U
T

H

Jewish Discovery Center

Teen Beit Midrash

Program Starting September 23rd 
A multi-sensory approach to Jewish holidays,
customs, and Hebrew Language. Appropriate

for Children ages 4 and 5 years.

Selichot  

High Holidays 

Traditional Service and Learning 
Saturday, September 1st at Temple Sinai  
Havdalah | 7:30 pm 
Dessert Reception | 7:45 pm  
Reflections of High Holidays Around the World  | 8:00 pm 

H
IG

H
 H

O
L

ID
A

Y
S

Thursdays , October 11th - 25th | 11:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Judaism: The Great Debates 

Rabbi's Lunch & Learn 

Henley Douglas Rhythm 
& Blues Band - HDRnB

HDRnB returns to Temple Sinai with a 
musical evening of rhythm and blues 

Israeli Dancing 
Sunday Nights | 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y Veterans Day Program & Breakfast

with The Temple Sinai Band 
Sunday, November 11th

A
D

U
L

T
 E

D
U

C
A

T
IO

N

Rabbi's Adult Beit Midrash 
Mondays, October 15th - 29th | 7:30 pm 

Judaism: The Great Debates 

Temple Sinai of Marblehead 
1 Community Road 

Marblehead, MA 01945 
781.631.2763 

www.templesinaiweb.org 

Tashlich at Preston Beach | 5:00 pm 

Torah Study 
Mondays at 7:30 pm

Rabbi Ariel Burger
Sunday, October 21st | 9:30 am  

Author of Witness: Lessons from Elie Wiesel's Classroom 

Beginning Sunday, October 7th  
A collaboration of Temple Sinai, Clifton Lutheran Church,  
and the Islamic Society of the North Shore. Join us for a year-
long collaboration to feed the hungry in the North Shore area. 

S
O

C
IA

L
 A

C
T

IO
N

The Manna Project 

CJP Poverty Simulation
Sunday, October 14th

S
P

IR
IT

U
A

L
 L

IF
E

Kabbalat Shabbat Services
Fridays at 6:00 pm 

Shabbat Services
Saturdays at 9:30 am

Contemplative Prayer
Thursdays at 7:00 pm and select Saturday mornings 

Musical Havdalah
Select Saturday evenings

Services open to the community:

New member rates available! Tickets included in membership.

Holiday Shabbat Dinners

For more information  
on dates and times or how  
to sign up and become a
member, please contact 

susan.templesinai@gmail.com 
Susan Weiner 

Rosh Hashana Youth & Family Service 
Monday & Tuesday, September 10th & 11th | 10:45 am

Yom Kippur Youth & Family Service 

Neilah (Yom Kippur) 
Wednesday, September 19th | 11:00 am

Wednesday, September 19th | 5:45 pm

  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – AUGUST 16, 2018 11



AMHERST – The Yiddish 
Book Center announced that 
they have made Isaac Bashevis 
Singer’s Yiddish works freely 
available online through the 
Yiddish Book Center’s Steven 
Spielberg Digital Yiddish Library. 
This is a major milestone for 
readers and scholars alike as 
the Yiddish originals were never 
widely distributed and often 
differ significantly from their 
more familiar English versions, 
which Singer reworked for an 
American audience. The avail-
ability of these works was made 
possible by permission of the 
Singer Estate.

Commenting on the 
announcement, Aaron Lanksy, 
founder and president of the 
Yiddish Book Center, noted, 
“We were thrilled when Singer’s 

Estate gave us the go-ahead to 
do this. We’ve long hoped to be 
able to include the majority of 
Singer’s work in Yiddish as part 
of the Center’s Steven Spielberg 
Digital Yiddish Library.” Lansky 
went on to note that occasioned 
by this news, a just-released 
special edition of Pakn Treger, 
the Center’s English-language 
magazine, is dedicated to Singer. 
“The release of these Yiddish 
originals presents a perfect 
opportunity for a reassessment 
of Singer and his work.”

The special issue of Pakn 
Treger – “Isaac Bashevis Singer: 
Relaunching Our Greatest 
Storyteller” – includes a range of 
features, including the discov-
ery in Poland of printing plates 
that are the only remaining arti-
fact of Singer’s earliest known 
work; a piece about Singer’s 
childhood obsession with a 
series of Yiddish detective nov-
els; an interview with renowned 
photographer Bruce Davidson, 
who directed Singer in a little-
known art film, “Isaac Singer’s 
Nightmare and Mrs. Pupko’s 
Beard,” based on a short story 
by the writer, who also stars in 
the film; as well as a compen-
dium in which contemporary 
writers write about their favor-
ite Singer story.

“Singer’s wonderful novels 
and stories have long been avail-

able to readers all over the world 
in translation. But his richly idi-
omatic Yiddish reveals the full 
measure of his genius. So it’s 
exciting that these Yiddish origi-
nals are now more accessible 
than ever to new readers and 
scholars,” says David Mazower, 
the Center’s bibliographer and 
editorial director. Mazower, 
who as co-editor of Pakn Treger 
was instrumental in shaping 
the issue, also worked with the 
Singer Estate to bring the works 
online. He added: “This issue 
reflects the deep appreciation 
which so many of today’s writ-
ers have for Singer and his craft. 
It also reveals the personal and 
playful side of this most sophis-
ticated of writers. But above all, 
we hope it leads new readers to 
discover this classic American 
writer for themselves.”

For the Singer Estate, the 
decision to grant permission 
to the Yiddish Book Center to 
post all of Singer’s published 
Yiddish novels and stories is 
the realization of their commit-
ment to broaden readership and 
encourage translation, schol-
arship, and understanding of 
the work of the Nobel Award-
winning Yiddish writer.

According to Meirav Hen, 
the author’s granddaughter: 
“My grandfather always said: ‘As 
long as there are people with 
the power to tell a story, there 
will always be readers….’ So the 
family is very happy that my 
grandfather’s stories will now be 
available to new readers all over 
the world in digital form.”

The works are freely available 
to read online or download for 
free on the Yiddish Book Center’s 
website. Readers can browse or 
search the Yiddish Book Center’s 
Steven Spielberg Digital Yiddish 
Library to find the full listing 
of Singer’s Yiddish work in the 
collection; a broader search on 
the website will provide related 
articles, archival recording, oral 
histories with Singer’s son and 
descendants, and more.

 

 OPEN HOUSES 

JOIN OUR  Community  

Temple Emanuel | 7 Haggetts Pond Road | Andover, MA 01810 | 978-470-1356  
www.templeemanuel.net 

Friday, September 7th 
5:30 pm Pre-Neg Nosh 

6:00 pm Sabbath Eve Service 
Join us for our service and meet our clergy and lay leaders. 

 
Saturday, September 8th 

 

10:00 am-4:30 pm Andover Day 
Stop by our booth at Andover Day to learn about our  

school programs and our community.  
 

Sunday, September 9th 
 

9:00-11:00 am Religious School Open House 
 

Join us as we celebrate another fabulous year! 
Come hear the wonderful opportunities to get involved with the 

Temple Emanuel community and visit our Religious School. 
 

Coffee and NOSH on us! 
 

Parent orientation in Religious School at 9:00am 

Community | Services | High Holy Days | Preschool 
Religious School | Tot Shabbat | Sisterhood | Brotherhood 

 

Monday, September 10 
Tuesday, September 11

Rosh Hashanah

Day 1 • September 10

Family Service led by Deborah Schutzman

10:00am-noon with shofar blowing, followed  
by challah, apples and honey Kiddush

Celebrating Creation with Rabbi Alison Adler  
and Outdoor Educator Cory Grant

4:15pm* at Dane Street Beach on Lothrop Street

Tashlich   (ritual tossing of crumbs into the  
water representing letting go of unwanted  
“stuff” from the past year)
5:00pm* at Dane Street Beach on Lothrop Street

* in case of rain, meet on the Second Day of  
Rosh Hashanah on Tuesday, September 11

Day 2 • September 11

Family Service led by Allison Wolper

10:30-11:30am 
followed by challah, apples and honey Kiddush

Wednesday, September 19

Yom Kippur

Family Service led by Deborah Schutzman

10:00am-noon

Jonah and the Whale Interactive Storytime

6:45pm followed by last shofar blast  
and break-the-fast at 7:28pm

Questions or RSVP to Erin: 
978-927-3211 or  
office@tbabeverly.org

Temple B’nai Abraham 
200 E Lothrop Street, Beverly

 
Religious School registration is open!  •  Free Pre-k

Visit our          website  tbabeverly.org  and like us on Facebook!new

Free and 
Open to All

Temple B’nai Abraham Family Programming

TEMPLE EMMANUEL, WAKEFIELD 
invites you to  

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS  
WITH US THIS YEAR

Temple Emmanuel is a welcoming Jewish Reconstructionist Community. 
Rabbi Gregory Hersh and Cantor Jonathan Tepper will be leading us in prayers. 

We use a prayer book that enables people from a variety of backgrounds, practices  
and beliefs to participate more actively in the prayer services. The traditional  

Hebrew text with full transliteration and a modern translation are both readable  
and meaningful, with a column of commentaries, all on the same page. 

Temple Emmanuel, 120 Chestnut Street, Wakefield, MA  •  781-245-1886  •  www.WakefieldTemple.org

Open House with Havdalah & Selichot
Saturday, September 1st at 7:30 pm

To reserve seats contact Philip at 617-688-0870
Our website has a complete schedule of Shabbat & Holiday services, and  

more information about the Reconstructionist movement & our synagogue. 

Rabbi  
Gregory Hersh
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Photo by David Attie  
Isaac Bashevis Singer

Yiddish Book Center brings  
Isaac Bashevis Singer’s Yiddish works online



KITCHEN & BATH  
SHOWROOM

Wholesale & Retail  
Plumbing & Heating Supplies

55 Alley Street, Lynn
781-592-0583

www.bourneufshowroom.com

Open: Monday – Friday 9 am-4 pm
Closed Saturdays

SAVE $75
$25 off your 1st, 3rd & 5th

cleaning when you sign up for 
weekly or biweekly service!

978-741-7100 
www.maidpro.com/salem

Serving most North Shore towns

www.wjskouras.com
Call John: (978) 531-5545 

Fax: (978) 977-9982
Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Fully Insured

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
Residential  |  Commercial  |  General Carpentry

W. J. SKOURAS & CO. INC.

AT YOUR SERVICE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC

LOCH TILE
Your bathroom tiles look dirty,  
grout falling apart, leaking?
We can make it look like  
a brand new installation,  
repairing and regrout.

Please call or text me at 

781-504-3895
Lochtile.com

Cleaning Service

SAVE $80
$30 off your 1st cleaning

$25 off your 3rd & 5th cleaning

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Serving the North Shore for over 31 years

BONDED & INSURED
781-944-4911

DustBustersMA.coM

To advertise, contact: 

Lois:  
lois@jewishjournal.org 

or Marcy:
marcy@jewishjournal.org

or call 
978-745-4111

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

BAY STATE  
WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Now carrying 

Ready Made Curtains 
Selected items 25% OFF

Custom Draperies, 

Blinds, Shades & More!

Free Estimates & Installation

86 Tremont Street, Peabody

baystatewindowfashions.com

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com

A1 can help keep your  
yard mosquito-free. 
It’s time to “Defend 
Your Yard”.

Protect 
What 
Matters
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By Rabbi Shlomo Riskin
 
Judges and Executors of Justice 

shall you establish for yourselves 
in all of your gates … Justice, 
justice shall you pursue in order 
that you may live and inherit the 
land which the Lord your God is 
giving to you. 

– Deuteronomy 16:18-20

EFRAT, ISRAEL – In this open-
ing passage of our weekly por-
tion, the Bible conditions our 
ability to remain as inhabitants 
of the Land of Israel upon the 
appointment of righteous judg-
es, who will not prevent justice, 
or show favoritism before the 
law or take bribes of any kind 
(Deut. 16:19). The Bible also reit-
erates, “Justice, justice shall you 
pursue,” a commandment with 
a number of important interpre-
tations. 

First of all, seek or appoint 
another judicial court if the local 
court is not deemed adequate for 
the needs of the litigants (Rashi, 
ad loc.). Secondly, in the words 
of Rabbi Menachem Mendel of 
Kotzk, “Make certain that you 
pursue justice by means of jus-
tice; that your goals as well as 
your means are just.” I would 
add to this the stipulation that 
the “administration” aspect of 
courtroom management be just: 
begin on time without keeping 
the litigants waiting, conclude 
each case with as much dispatch 
as possible, and listen sympa-
thetically to the claims of each 
party, so that everyone feels that 
he/she has received a fair hear-
ing.

Further on in our portion, the 
Bible adds another critical cri-
terion for true justice: “When 
there will arise a matter for judg-
ment, which is hidden from you 
[a case which is not cut-and-dry, 
which involves changing con-
ditions, and therefore requires 
extra consideration on the part 
of the judges] … you shall come 
to … the judge who shall be in 
those days” (Deut. 17:8–9). Rashi 
makes it clear, basing himself on 
the words of our Talmudic sages, 
that we must rely on the sages of 
the particular era of the problem 
for the judgment at hand, that, 
“Yiftah in his generation is as 
good as Samuel in his genera-
tion.” This notion is further elu-
cidated by Rabbi Levi Yitzchak 
of Berditchev in his masterful 
Kedushat Levi, under the rubric 
“teiku,”: t-y-k-u: Tishbi Yetaretz 
Kushyot Veba’abayot, or “Elijah 
the Prophet will answer ques-
tions and ponderings” in the 
Messianic Age. 

“Why Elijah?” asks Rabbi 
Yitzchak. After all, there will be 
a resurrection of the dead in the 
Messianic Age, wherein Moses 
will be resurrected; since Moses 
was a greater halakhic authority 
than Elijah, since Moses studied 
directly with God Himself, why 
not have him answer the ques-
tions rather than Elijah?

Rabbi Yitzchak answers his 
seemingly naïve question with 
a most sophisticated response. 
Moses died close to 4,000 years 
ago; Elijah, according to the 
Biblical account, was “translat-
ed” live into heaven, and says 
the Midrash regularly returns 
to earth, appearing at impor-
tant moments to help certain 
individuals as well as at every 
circumcision and at every 
Passover Seder. Since Elijah will 

be involved with people and will 
therefore understand the travail 
and the angst, the hopes and the 
complexities, of the Generation 
of the Redemption, only he can 
answer the questions for that 
generation. A judge must be sen-
sitive to the specific needs and 
cries of his particular generation!

Then what are the most 
important criteria for a righ-
teous judge? We have seen that 
he must clearly be a scholar in 
Jewish legal literature and must 
be an aware, intelligent, and sen-
sitive observer of the times and 
places in which he lives, a judge 
of and for the period and place 
of adjudication.

But there is more. In the book 
of Exodus, when Jethro, the 
Midianite priest, first suggests 
to his son-in-law Moses that he 
set up a judicial court system 
of district judges, we find more 
qualifications for our judges: 
“You shall choose from the entire 
nation men of valor (hayil), God-
fearers, men of probity who hate 
dishonest profit” (Ex. 18:21).

Our great 12-century legalist-
theologian, Maimonides, defines 
men of valor (hayil), a Hebrew 
word which connotes the cour-
age of a soldier in battle, as fol-
lows:

“Men of valor” refers to those 
who are valiantly mighty with 
regard to the commandments, 
punctilious in their own obser-
vance … and under the rubric of 
“men and valor” is the stipula-
tion that they have a courageous 
heart to rescue the oppressed 
from the hands of the oppressor, 
as in the matter of which it is 
scripturally written, “And Moses 
rose up, and saved [the shep-
herdesses] from the hands of the 
more powerful shepherds”…. 
And just as Moses was humble, 
so must every judge be hum-
ble.” (Mishneh Torah, Laws of 
Sanhedrin 2:7)

Rabbi Shlomo Daichovsky, 
one of the most learned and 
incisive judges who ever occu-
pied a seat on the Religious 
High Court in Jerusalem, que-
ries (in an “Epistle to my Fellow 
Judges,” dated 25 Sh’vat 5768 
(Feb. 1, 2008), and published in 
Teĥumin, Winter 5768) as to how 
it is possible for a judge to be a 
valiant fighter on behalf of the 
oppressed, which requires the 
recognition of one’s power to 
exercise one’s strength against 
the guilty party, and at the same 
time for him to be humble, 
which requires self-abnegation 
and nullification before every 
person? These seem to be two 
conflicting and contrasting char-
acteristics!

Rabbi Daichovsky concludes 
that humility is an important 
characteristic only when the 
judge is not sitting in judgment; 
when the judge is seated on the 
throne of judgment, he must 
be a valiant and self-conscious 
fighter, fearlessly struggling 
against injustice as though “a 
sword is resting against his neck 
and hell is opened up under his 
feet” (Sanhedrin 7). “The Judge 
must be ready to enter Gehenna 
and to face a murderous sword 
in defense of his legal deci-
sion ... He must take respon-
sibility and take risks, just like 
a soldier at war, who dare not 
worry about saving his own skin” 
(Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, 
Laws of Sanhedrin 23:8). The 
chief concern of a judge must be 

for the justice and well-being of 
the litigants before him and not 
for his own security and repu-
tation in walking on the “safe” 
(and more stringent) Halakhic 
ground.

Rabbi Shlomo Riskin is the 
chief rabbi of Efrat, Israel. 

Parshat Shoftim 
A fierce loyalty to justice



“Operation Finale” Advance Screening
See “Operation 

Finale” for free 
before it’s released on 
Aug. 29

This thrilling true story follows the 1960 
covert mission of legendary Mossad 
agent Peter Malkin as he infiltrates 
Argentina and captures Adolf Eichmann, 
the Nazi officer who masterminded the 
transportation logistics that brought 
millions of innocent Jews to their deaths 
in concentration camps. Directed by Chris Weitz, written by Matthew Orton, starring Ben Kingsley, 
Mélanie Laurent, Oscar Isaac and Haley Lu Richardson. Passes are handed out on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 7 p.m. AMC Loews Boston Common, 175 Tremont St., Boston. Tickets at: 
gofobo.com, use code JewishBostonOF.

2018 Y2I Welcome Home Event 

The community is invited to the Robert I. Lappin Youth to Israel 
Adventure (Y2I) 2018 Welcome Home Event. 

Join us to welcome home 2018 Y2I teens 
and honor outstanding leaders of our Jewish 
community: Phyllis Sagan, Youth to Israel 
Award, John P. French, Friend of Israel Award, 
Korey Cohan, Exceptional Teen Israel Advocate 
Award, and Joshua Gershlak, Notable Youth to 
Israel Alumnus Award. 2 - 4 p.m. Free. 

Temple Sinai, 1 Community Road, Marblehead.

Week of Friday, August 3, 2018 through Thursday, August 9, 2018

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

DISNEY’S 
CHRISTOPHER ROBIN (PG) 
Fri & Sat: (11:00 AM), (1:40),  

(4:15), 6:45, 9:20
Sun - Thu: (11:00 AM), (1:40),  

(4:15), 6:45

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - 
FALLOUT (PG-13) 

Fri & Sat: (12:15), (3:45), 7:00, 10:00
Sun - Thu: (12:15), (3:45), 7:00

MAMMA MIA! 
HERE WE GO AGAIN (PG-13) 
Fri & Sat: (11:15 AM), (1:55),  

(4:35), 7:15, 9:50
Sun: (11:15 AM), (1:55), (4:35), 7:15

Mon: (12:15), (2:25), (4:35), 7:15
Tue - Thu: (11:15 AM), (1:55),  

(4:35), 7:15

THREE IDENTICAL STRANGERS 
(PG-13) 

Exhibited in HD in  
our intimate 18-seat Screening Room

Fri & Sat: (12:00), (2:45),  
(4:45), 7:20, 9:30

Sun - Thu: (12:00), (2:45), (4:45), 7:20

THIS PERFECT PLACE: 
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
(NR) 

Mon - Thu: 4:30 PM

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in  

our intimate 18-seat Screening Room
Fri - Thu: 2:00, 6:30

Visit our website for other showtimes

Please join us for a dynamic presentation to learn:
• The facts about Israel 
• How to advocate for Israel
• How to use social media to influence the narrative about Israel

Presenters include representatives from: 
StandWithUs  •  Israel Advocacy Alliance  •  Israeli American Council

Please join us for this free presentation at the location  
that is most convenient for you:

Everyone is welcome to attend this program, but registration in advance  
is required. To register, please visit www.hadassah.org/events/standwithisrael  
or contact Hadassah Northeast at 781-455-9055 or hne@hadassah.org.

September 6 at 7:00 pm 
Temple Emanuel 
Andover, Mass.

September 27 at 7:00 pm 
Jewish Community Center  
of the North Shore 
Marblehead, Mass.

October 9 at 7:00 pm 
Temple Beth El 
Springfield, Mass.

October 21 at 1:00 pm 
Dwares JCC 
Providence, R.I.

October 28  
9:30 am refreshments 
10:00 am program 
Beth Tikvah Synagogue  
Westborough, Mass.

November 28 at 7:45 pm 
Temple Emanuel 
Newton, Mass.

Challenges and Opportunities
Standing with Israel in 2018:

H ADASSAH NORTHEAST 
PRESENTS
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Paul’s Reptile Circus
We will connect reptiles with kids! Featuring your choice of  
reptiles, such as water dragon, corn snake, box turtle, and more.

Schools • Birthdays • Parties 
Bar/bat mitzvahs • Other events

www.reptilecircus.net
617-407-7533
reptilescircus@gmail.com

Looking Ahead
AUGUST

26

AUGUST
27

AUGUST 17
OPEN HOUSE & SHABBAT 
UNDER THE STARS in Medford. 
Are you looking for a synagogue to 
call your own? Join Temple Shalom for 
a Shabbat meal and services outside 
under the stars. Come early for a tour 
and to meet congregants, clergy and 
religious school staff. There will be 
Shabbat songs for our youngest guests 
if they can’t stay for the service. 5:30 - 
9 p.m. Temple Shalom of Medford, 475 
Winthrop St., Medford.

AUGUST 18
PEACH FESTIVAL At the Connors 
Farm. Activities include: kumping 
pillow, farm animals, hayrides, cow 
train, duck races, pedal carts, free 
pony rides (12 p.m - 4 p.m.) and more.  
30 Valley Road, Danvers. $14.95, kids 
2 and under are free. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Tickets at connorsfarm.ticketleap.com.

GLOUCESTER WATERFRONT 
FESTIVAL Sponsored by the Cape 
Ann Chamber of Commerce, Waterfront 
Festival features over 200 booths; arts; 
crafts; food and music. Free admission, 
Rain or shine. 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. Also 
Sunday, Aug. 19th, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
More info at castleberryfairs.com. 
Stage Fort Park, Gloucester.

AUGUST 19
“SUNDAES ON SUNDAY” Enjoy 
an ice cream sundae, some whipped 
cream, and a little chocolate sauce,  
and great conversation after minyan 
at Temple Ner Tamid. Evening minyan 
for a scoop or two. For more info, call 
978-532-1293. Temple Ner Tamid, 368 
Lowell St., Peabody.

AUGUST  21
DIVE-IN MOVIE NIGHT at the 
JCCNS outdoor pool. Bring the kids, 
order dinner from the poolside cafe and 
enjoy the movie. 6 - 8 p.m. jccns.org. 4 
Community Road, Marblehead.

A BETTER PLACE: the Rise and 
Fall of an Israeli Electric Car Company. 
Presented by Burton FIgler at Temple 
Tifereth Israel. Light refreshments, 
free, open to the community. 7 p.m. 93 
Veterans Road, WIntrhop.

MOVIE IN THE CITY SUMMER 
SERIES “Keeping the Faith”. 
Exploration of  ‘Jewish Experiences 
Across Cultures and Genres’ In 
“Keeping the Faith” two friends, a 
priest and a rabbi fall in love with the 
same woman they know in their youth, 
but the religious position of both men 
denies them romance. How will they 
handle this tricky situation?  Suggested 
donation: $5. 6:30 p.m. Boston 
Synagogue, 55 Martha Road, Boston.

AUGUST 22
SUNSET & SMORES AT 
DEVEREUX BEACH, sponsored 
by the Center for Jewish Education 
of the Congregation Shirat Hayam. 
A perfect way for school families 
to come together at the end of the 
summer. Bring a picnic supper – the 
Smores makings will be provided 
at the pavilion. All are welcome 
but an RSVP is requested to CJE@
shirathayam.org before August 
20th in order to ensure enough 
marshmallows. 6 - 7:30 p.m. For more 
information, call 781.599.8005 Ext. 
25. shirathayam.org. 

Submit your Calendar listings to
calendar@jewishjournal.org



ICE CREAM & CONVERSATION 
presented by InterfaithFamily/Boston. 
Are you in an interfaith or intercultural 
relationship? Join Rabbi Jillian Cameron 
for conversation & ice cream. 6:30 
- 8 p.m. interfaithfamily.com. Forge 
Ice Cream Bar, 626 Somerville Ave., 
Somerville.

AUGUST 24
SHABBAT SUMMER OPEN 
HOUSE BBQ at Temple Ner Tamid. 
BBQ dinner starts at 6:30 p.m. Evening 
service - 7:30 p.m. Adults $12; kids 
$6; family $36. Prospective members 
are free with rsvp to 978-532-1293 by 
August 21st. Temple Ner Tamid, 368 
Lowell St., Peabody.

TEMPLE EMANU-EL OPEN 
HOUSE & SHABBAT Community 
is invited to discover the neighborhood  
and pledge model. Family Shabbat 
with Service, story, songs and dinner 
starts at 5:30 p.m. Shabbat Service 
with special Oneg Shabbat starts at 6 
p.m. 781-631-9300. emanu-el.org. 393 
Atlantic Ave., Marblehead. 

SHABBAT BY THE OUTDOOR 
POOL Join JCCNS and Congregation 
Shirat Hayam in welcoming Shabbat. 
For more info, call 781-631-8330; to 
order dinner contact Marla at 781-
639-0569. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

AUGUST 25 
BEVERLY COMMONS 
CONSERVATION AREA TRAIL 
RUN Greenbelt invites runners to a 
fun and challenging trail race through 
the woods of Beverly Commons 
Conservation Area in Beverly Farms 
(3.5-mile or 7-mile loop). 9 a.m. at the 
trailhead at the intersection of Stone 
Ridge Road and Greenwood Ave. in 
Beverly Farms. Registration is $25 for 
Greenbelt members and $30 for others. 
Pre-register online at ecga.org/events 
until Aug. 22.

SATURDAY MORNING 
SYNAPLEX Open House. Offering 
a multitude of ways for parents to 
connect Jewishly while the kids are 
in Hebrew School. Pre-K Hebrew 
School is free - registration required. 
Come any time. 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. To 
RSVP, call 781-599-8006. shirathayam.
org. Congregation Shirat Hayam, 1 
Community Road, Marblehead. 

AUGUST 26 
OPEN HOUSE AT TEMPLE 
EMANU-EL in Haverhill. Prospective 
members are invited to meet new 
clergy team, education leadership, and 
lay leaders.  Attendees can tour the 
synagogue’s building and hear about 
the variety of programs and activities. 
Light refreshments will be served. 9:30 
– 11:30 a.m. 514 Main St., Haverhill. 
For additional information, contact 
Nancy LaFleur at 978-373-3861. 
TempleEmanu-El.org

AUGUST 28

SHOTS, SHOFARS & SHOTS, 
presented by Chabad of Peabody. A 
pre-Rosh Hashanah, adults-only shofar 
building workshop. 7 – 9 p.m. $15 
before Aug. 21st; $20 - after Aug.21st. 
Reserve your spot at: jewishpeabody.
com. Chabad of Peabody, 682 Lowell 
St., Peabody. 

AUGUST 30
OPEN HOUSE AND ICE 
CREAM SOCIAL Congregation 
Beth Shalom of the Blue Hills, 
formerly Temples Shalom of Milton 
and Beth El of Quincy, will hold an 

Open House for prospective members 
and Religious School students. Free 
and open to anyone interested in the 
synagogue and its activities. RSVP’s 
are requested. 6:30 - 8 p.m.  RSVP to 
office@BethShalomBlueHills.org or 
visit BethShalomBlue Hills.org for more 
information. 18 Shoolman Way (off 
Lodge St.), Milton.

SEPTEMBER 1
OPEN HOUSE WITH 
HAVDALAH & SELICHOT at 
Temple Emmanuel in Wakefield. Rabbi 
Gregory Hersh and Cantor Jonathan 
Tepper will be leading payers. 7:30 
p.m. To reserve seats contact Philip at 
617-688-0870. wakefieldtemple.org. 
Temple Emmanuel, 120 Chestnut St., 
Wakefield.

OPEN HOUSE AT HAVURAT 
SHALOM Shul shopping for the 
holidays? Curious about Havurat 
Shalom? Come to Havurat Shalom’s 
open house. 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Havurat 
Shalom, 113 College Ave., Somerville.

SELICHOT Preparing for the High 
Holydays. Join Dorshei Tzedek for this 
program focusing on the theme of 
turning/returning, featuring a “Moth”-
style storytelling program, with 
people sharing stories of their own 
moments of “turning” and forgiveness. 
8 - 10 p.m.  For more information, 
visitdorsheitzedek.org or email info@
dorsheitzedek.org. Congregation 
Dorshei Tzedek, 60 Highland St., West 
Newton.

FLYING HORSE OUTDOOR 
SCULPTURE EXHIBIT  

Ninth annual exhibit at Pingree School 
features more than 50 works by artists 
from all over New England, New York, 
California and New Mexico. There will 
be interactive pieces such as a 25-foot 
musical fence built by the Pickup 
Music Project in Somerville. Through 
November 1st. 537 Highland Street, S. 
Hamilton, MA. 978-468-4415. pingree.
org/sculpture-show.  

SEPTEMBER 4
THE BABKA BAKE at Chabad 
of Peabody A pre-Rosh Hashanah 
Womens Event. Learn the art and 
technique of baking babka. 7 p.m. $18 
pp. Reserve at JewishPeabody.com or 
call 978-977-9111.

SEPTEMBER 6
STANDING WITH ISRAEL IN 
2018: Challenges and Opportunities. 
Presented by Hadassah Northeast. 
Learn the facts about Israel; how 
to advocate for Israel; how to use 
social media to influence the narrative 
about Israel. 7 p.m. To register, visit 
hadassah.org/events/standwithisrael, 
or email hne@hadassah.org. Temple 
Emanuel, Andover. 

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington St., Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Closed Saturdays

Event 
Planning

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top Call 978-356-2050

Book for the Fall/Holiday season
10% OFF!

V Corporate events V Weddings V 
V Private functions V

V Full Bar service available V

Customizable, Personal

781-395-8888 x332

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise, contact lois@jewishjournal.org, marcy@jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111.

AUG

24

SEP

16 10AM Religious School Open House:
Visit Classrooms - Meet Teachers - Q&A

FINE CHINESE CUISINE
373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

All Festivities Can Be Celebrated at Su Chang’s
WATCH FOR OUR UPCOMING WINE DINNER ON SEPT. 24TH!

Live Music from 6:30-8:30 on Wednesdays
SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm

Luncheon Specials:  MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm
TEL 978-531-3366  •  FAX 978-531-3060  •  www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200
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REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

Weaver OrthOdOntics
Orthodontics for Adults, Adolescents and Children

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street  /  Swampscott, MA 01907

781-581-1550  /  www.weaverortho.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME HEALTH CARE

Specializing in private duty home care  
for over 25 years • Fully insured

TONYA NASH
Hours: 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

781-775-7284
www.TopsPassionateHomeCare.com

TOPS PASSIONATE
PRIVATE HOME CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

Home Healthcare • Nurses • PT
Pharmacists • Transportation

Companionship • Handyman Services

877-406-4245
allhourshomehealth.com

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

HOME CARE
Keeping you safe, comfortable 
and independent at home.
Let us show you how we can 
help, no matter where you  
call home. Call us today!

781-691-5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

PRIVATE HOME HEALTH CARE

JM 
Private Home Health Care Services

Your Well-Being Is Our Priority
Over 10 years experience in the industry with good rates

JOHN MULINDE 
(Home Health Care Specialist)

Waltham, MA
pmayanja@gmail.com • 617-803-6183

PRIVATE HOME CARE

339-532-7214
Personal Assistance at Home
dignitycs@gmail.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

For ALL Your 
Home Care Needs!
Delivering Excellence in 

Home Care for Over 100 Years!

781-598-2454 
www.allcare.org

VNA
Hospice

Private Services

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

HEALTH
SERVICES
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CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF MERRIMACK VALLEY, 310 
North Main St., Andover. Rabbi Asher Bronstein. Friday 
night, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Chabad of North Andover branch, 
Rabbi Zalman Borenstein. chabadmv.com. 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL OF ANDOVER has 
relocated and can be found at CONGREGATION BETH 
ISRAEL OF THE MERRIMACK VALLEY, 2 Riverwalk, 360 
Merrimack St., Bldg. 5, Entry F, Third Floor, Lawrence. 
Rabbi Howard Mandell. Friday night services, musical 
Shabbat with dinner twice a month. 978-474-0540. Email 
office@BethIsraelMV.org. bethisraelmv.org.

TEMPLE EMANUEL ANDOVER, 7 Haggetts Pond Road, 
Andover. Rabbi Robert Goldstein; Cantor Idan Irelander. 
Friday 7 p.m., Saturday minyan at 9 a.m. templeemanuel.
net. 

TEMPLE B’NAI ABRAHAM, 200 East Lothrop St., 
Beverly. Rabbi Alison Adler. Friday, 7 p.m.; Saturday, 9 
a.m. tbabeverly.org. 

WALNUT STREET SYNAGOGUE, 145 Walnut St, Chelsea. 
Rabbi Lila Kagedan. The Walnut Street Synagogue is 
the inclusive and diverse home of Congregation Agudas 
Shalom. walnutstreetsynagogue.com.

CONGREGATION SHALOM, 87 Richardson Rd., North 
Chelmsford. Rabbi Shoshana Perry. Friday night services 
at 6, 7, or 8 p.m. (time determined by variant for that 
week), Friday Tot Shabbats at 6:15 p.m. once a month. 
congregationshalom.org 

TEMPLE EMMANUEL CHELSEA, 60 Tudor St., Chelsea. 
Rabbi/Cantor Oksana Chapman. Friday night, twice a 
month, first and third Fridays. 617-889-1736.

TEMPLE AHAVAT ACHIM, 86 Middle St., Gloucester. 
Rabbi Steven Lewis; no cantor. Friday night services, first 
Friday of every month; every Saturday at 9 a.m. 978-281-
0739. Taagloucester.org. 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL HAVERHILL, 514 Main St., 
Haverhill. Rabbi Ilene Bogosian; Cantor Vera Broekhuysen. 
Services every Saturday morning at 9:30 a.m.; special 
Friday night services at 7 p.m. TempleEmanu-el.org.

TEMPLE EMANUEL OF MERRIMACK VALLEY, 101 
West Forest St., Lowell. Rabbi Robin Sparr. Friday night 

services September-June, at 7:30 p.m. temv.org. 

CONGREGATION AHABAT SHOLOM, Lynn, 151 Ocean 
St., Lynn. Currently Rabbi Yossi Lipsker, CHABAD OF 
THE NORTH SHORE. All services at Chabad of the North 
Shore, 44 Burrill St., Swampscott. 

CONGREGATION AGUDAS ACHIM-EZRATH ISRAEL, 245 
Bryant St., Malden. Sexton Wayne Freedman; Cantorial 
soloist Phyllis Werlin. Saturday services at 9:30 a.m. 
followed by Kiddush. aa-ei.org.   

TEMPLE EMANU-EL, 393 Atlantic Ave., Marblehead. 
Rabbi David Meyer; music specialist Jon Nelson. Friday 
night services 6 p.m. emanu-el.org. 

TEMPLE SINAI, 1 Community Rd., Marblehead. Rabbi 
David Cohen-Henriquez; Cantor David Aronson. Friday 
night at 6 p.m. templesinaiweb.org. 

TEMPLE SHALOM OF MEDFORD, William and Charlotte 
Bloomberg Community Center, 475 Winthrop St., 
Medford. Rabbi Braham David, Cantor Howard Stern. 
Friday night services at 7:30 p.m., followed by oneg 
shabbat; Saturday morning at 10 a.m., followed by 
kiddush lunch. templeshalommedford.org. 

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM, 21 East Foster St., Melrose. 
Rabbi Arnold M. Fertig. tbsma.org.

CONGREGATION AHAVAS ACHIM, 53½ Washington 
St., Newburyport. Rabbi Benjamin Resnick. No cantor, 
services Saturday morning at 9. All are welcome. 
Caanewburyport.org.

CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF PEABODY, 682 Lowell St., 
Peabody. Rabbi Nechemia and Raizel Schusterman. 
JewishPeabody.com.

CONGREGATION SONS OF ISRAEL, Park and Spring 
Streets, Peabody. Spiritual leader Seth Landau. First 
Friday monthly, at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, Sunday, at 9 a.m. 
peabodycsi.org. 

CONGREGATION TIFERETH ISRAEL, 8 Pierpont St., 
Peabody. No rabbi or cantor; services led by shul 
president Elliot Hershoff and soloist Joanne Pressman. 
Friday services once a month. 978-531-8135. ctipeabody.
org. 

TEMPLE TIFERET SHALOM, 489 Lowell St., Peabody. 
Rabbi David Kudan; Music Director Bryna Tabasky. July 
and August only, Friday night Shabbat at 7:00 p.m.; 
7:30 p.m. for the rest of the year. Saturday morning 
Service, Snack, and Study at 9:30 a.m. 978-535-2100. 
templetiferetshalom.org.

TEMPLE NER TAMID, 368 Lowell St., Peabody. Rabbi 
Richard Perlman. Cantor Stephen Abramowitz. Friday 
night at 8 p.m., unless otherwise stated. Evening Minyans 
Sunday-Thursday 7:30 p.m. Morning Minyans Saturday 
9:30 a.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. templenertamid.org. 

TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL REVERE, One Wave Ave., 
Revere. Reb Misha Clebaner; Cantor Lois Welber. Friday 
night services 7 p.m. unless stated otherwise. tbirevere.
org.

CONGREGATION AHAVAS SHOLOM, 343 Central St., 
Saugus. Cantor Joel Davidson, High Holidays only; learned 
fellow, Michael Simons. Friday night services, once a 
month, second Friday of the month. 781-231-3562.

CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF THE NORTH SHORE, 44 
Burrill Street, Swampscott. Rabbi Yossi Lipsker and 
Layah Lipsker. Rabbi Shmaya Friedman. 781-581-3833. 
nsjewish.com.

CONGREGATION SHIRAT HAYAM, 55 Atlantic Ave., 
Swampscott. Rabbi Michael Ragozin; Cantor Alty 
Weinreb. Friday night at 6 p.m. Saturday services. 
shirathayam.org. 

TEMPLE EMMANUEL, 120 Chestnut St., Wakefield. 
Rabbi Greg Hersh. Friday night services, second and 
fourth Friday at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday morning services, 
first and third Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. wakefieldtemple.org.

TEMPLE TIFERETH ISRAEL WINTHROP, 93 Veterans 
Rd., Winthrop. Rabbi Moshe Givental; Cantor Craig Mael. 
Saturday services at 9:30, followed by a kiddush. Sunday 
services at 8:30, followed by a breakfast. Friday night 
services once a month. 617-846-1390. Jewish-Winthrop.
org.

To list your organization’s events or to change any 
information, contact Steve at rosenberg@jewishjournal.
org.

Temple listings
Temples are listed alphabetically, by city.



By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON – The crown jewel 
of Boston boasts a new lus-
ter. Closed for two years, the 
Emerson Colonial Theatre is 
showcasing the pre-Broadway 
tryout of “Moulin Rouge! The 
Musical,” an adaptation of the 
splashy Baz Luhrmann film and 
a celebration of the title Paris 
nightclub. 

Is the show version too glitzy 
for its own good? Likely to dazzle 
a Broadway audience as much 
as its Hub one, “MR!” stays true 
to the signature charms of this 
enduring French hot spot. If the 
John Logan book needs tight-
ening, the Colonial world pre-
miere proves as inviting as the 
Toulouse-Lautrec poster that 
first advertised the Montmartre 
landmark.

The show is being present-
ed by the Ambassador Theatre 
Group through Sunday, Aug. 19. 

Like the 2001 film, “Moulin 
Rouge! The Musical” is as 
evocative in its own way as 
the superior 1930s Berlin-set 
“Cabaret.” Admittedly “MR!” 
– with Toulouse-Lautrec brief-
ly reminding the villainous 
Duke of Monroth that France 
remained a republic – lacks the 
latter’s pre-Holocaust momen-
tousness. At the same time, 
“MR!” depends on hits from the 
likes of the Rolling Stones, Elton 
John, Adele, and Lady Gaga. 

Curiously, both the Tony 
Award-winning revival of 
“Cabaret” and “MR!” feature an 
extended showplace. The Berlin 
Kit Kat Club establishes a deca-
dent ambience even before the 
opening “Wilkommen” num-
ber in “Cabaret.” Partly bare 
club performers on side areas 
of Moulin Rouge contrast with 
aristocrats in formal wear – 
kudos to Catherine Zuber’s rich-
ly varied costumes.

In both musicals, some audi-

ence members sit at small caba-
ret tables. A stage right red wind-
mill in Derek McClane’s vivid 
scenic design connects with the 
meaning of “Moulin Rouge” – 
French for “red mill” – and two 
elephant images – one large and 
looming stage left and another 
surrounding club songstress-
courtesan Satine’s dressing 
room – have different desired 
effects. A beautiful high-rising 
homage to Toulouse-Lautrec’s 
arts makes this critic hope 
that the show will add some 
moments showing the painter 
and his work at his simple resi-
dence.

Initially, Moulin Rouge pro-
prietor Harold Zidler seems to 
usher in patrons to his club à la 
the beckoning MC in “Cabaret.” 
Six-time Tony nominee Danny 
Burstein (most recently for his 
fine effort as Tevye in a revival 
of “Fiddler on the Roof”) has the 
right combination of histrionics 
and elusiveness as Zidler speaks 
of patrons’ fantasies. A strong 
singer, he delivers the impre-
sario’s solo “Shake It Up” by 
Florence and the Machine with 
crisp phrasing and ample ener-
gy. Talented Broadway director 

Alex Timber would do well to 
give him more opportunities to 
sing and give full vocal expres-
sion to Zidler’s concern for ail-
ing Satine and his struggle to 
keep the Moulin Rouge viable.

By contrast, Karen Olivo 
has good opportunity to belt 
as Satine. The big-voiced Tony 
Award winner (a tenacious Anita 
in a recent revival of “West Side 
Story”) demonstrates real pres-
ence from the start as she enters 
on a swing – think of Pink at a 
recent Grammy Awards. 

She shares sweet romantic 
stretches with Aaron Tveit as 
Christian – notably a heart-
felt love duet. Still, there are 
moments when Olivo could 
tone down her deliveries to 
make Satine more vulnerable. 

Tveit captures Christian’s 
sensitivity and his growing angst 
and frustration as the Duke of 
Monroth takes more and more 
control at the Moulin Rouge. 
Sahr Ngaujah as Toulouse-
Lautrec delivers the insight of 
David Bowie’s “Nature Boy” with 
good feeling, and Tam Mutu 
smartly understates the Duke’s 
malevolence.

Sonya Tayeh’s choreography 

includes sharp ensembles and a 
clever sequence in which cloth-
iers move smartly with their tape 
measures. Justin Townsend’s 
lighting has the vivid hues of an 
artist’s palate.

Timber and company need 
to make the closing 20 minutes 
of this new “Moulin Rouge!” as 
exciting and high-stepping as 
the show’s first 20. Still, the tal-

ents on display already make 
this Broadway-bound crowd-
pleaser a must-see premiere – 
especially in the rococo gran-
deur of the re-opened Colonial.

The Emerson Colonial 
Theatre is located at 106 
Boylston St., Boston. For tickets, 
call 888-616-0272 or visit  
emersoncolonialtheatre.com.

Karaoke on
Fridays and

Saturdays from
8:30 pm to
12:30 am!

ORDER ONLINE AT: 
www.fantasyislandsalem.com

516 Loring Avenue, Salem
Tel: (978) 745-1700 

Fax: (978) 740-9121

978-750-0100
Mon-Sat: 6am - 9pm  ~  Sunday: 6am - 8pm

expires August 31, 2018

Broadway-bound Moulin Rouge! puts the ‘M’ in Musical

Photo by Matthew Murphy
Danny Burstein as Harold Zidler in the reopening of Colonial 
Theatre’s “Moulin Rouge! The Musical.” 

By Matt Robinson 
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Having taught public relations and writing at 
Emerson College and Boston University and an 
ethics course at Suffolk University, Zvi A. Sesling 
knows a thing or two about getting the word out. 

Apparently, his efforts have paid off as he was 
recently named the Poet Laureate of Brookline. He 
will give readings at the New England Mobile Book 
Fair in Newton on Aug. 23 from 6 to 8 p.m. and at 
Brookline Booksmith on Oct. 12 from 7 to 9 p.m.

Before being named poet laureate, Sesling had 
published his poetry in numerous publications 
and journals in the United States and the United 
Kingdom, and as far away as India as well as Israel 
(where he won first prize in the international 
Reuben Rose Poetry Competition in 2007). 

“My father arrived in Israel in 1912, helped 
found a kibbutz in 1921, and spent his life working 
for Israel,” Sesling recalled, noting that his mother 
immigrated to the Jewish state from Germany in 
1933 and met his father there. 

Sesling has visited Israel numerous times and 
lived there for a short time as well. 

“I have been a lifelong supporter of Israel,” he 
said. 

Sesling was a feature reader at the first Jewish 
Poetry Festival in 2009, an event held every year at 
Temple Sinai in Brookline. 

“I have always been connected to the Jewish 
community by working in it,” Sesling said, noting 
that Israel is among his most frequent topics when 
it comes to writing. He also writes about baseball 
and war. In his forthcoming readings, Sesling will 
draw most from “War Zones,” his just-published 
collection.

“‘War Zones” is based mostly on the Vietnam 
War and its aftermath,” Sesling said, “as well some 
of the wars after that.” 

This would appear to be quite a different set 
of poems than those in his previous book, “The 
Lynching of Leo Frank.”

“That book is based on 30 years of writing 
Jewish poetry, and included the title poem as well 
as ‘Mumbai’ about the attack on the Jews of that 
city by Muslim terrorists,” Sesling said of the 2017 
collection that was nominated for the National 
Jewish Poetry Book Award.

No matter the venue or the topic, however, 
Sesling said he always tries to make his audiences 
think and laugh, even when discussing what are in 
many ways difficult and challenging ideas. 

“I read the poems and often explain some of 
the background or reasons I wrote them.” 

Brookline’s Jewish 
poet laureate spreads the word

Zvi A. Sesling 
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ANDLER, Marilyn “Mimi” 
(Kramer), 87 – late of 
Swampscott. Died on August 
4, 2018. Wife of the late Melvin 
Harding Andler. Daughter of 
the late David and Beatrice 
(Taymore) Kramer. Mother of 
William Andler and his wife 
Rhonda of Salem, Robert 
Andler and his wife Cheryl of 
Rochester, N.Y., and the late 
Gerald Andler. Grandmother of 
Jessica Shea and her husband 
Danny, Deborah Golub-Sass 
and her husband Yoni, Michael 
Larsen, and Rachel, Samantha, 
Sarah, Eric, Arielle, and Hailey 

Andler. Great-grandmother of 
Andrew Shea and Mia Golub-
Sass, and all the Rose extended 
family. Sister of the late Avis 
Waxman. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

BROTMAN, Beverly Ann 
(Tankel) – late of Medford. Died 
on August 9, 2018. Mother of 
Marc Brotman and his wife 
Anne of Derry, N.H., Nancy 
Valchuis of Southborough, and 
Lon Brotman of Windsor, Conn. 
Daughter of the late Joseph 
and Esther Tankel. Sister of 
June Tankel and the late W. 
Alan Tankel and Simone Labell. 

Sister-in-law of Lois Tankel. 
Grandmother of Leonard 
Brotman, Lauren and Paige 
Valchuis, and Cate and Michaela 
Brotman. (Torf)

JACOBS, Irene, 95 – late of 
Beverly. Died on July 24, 2018. 
Wife of the late Morton R. 
Jacobs. Daughter of the late 
Isadore and Lena (Fladger) 
Ginsberg. Mother of Larry 
Jacobs of Salem, and three 
“daughters” Dora, Barbara and 
Debbie. Sister of Helen Bloom 
of Beverly, the late Charlotte 
Goldman, and the late Richard 
and Harris Ginsberg, and sis-
ter-in-law of Helen Ginsberg of 
East Providence, R.I. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

KHAYKIN, Mikhail – late of 
Salem. Died on July 31, 2018. 
Husband of Liya (Gokhberg) 
Khaykina. Father of Rimma 
and her husband Dr. Michael 
Grossman, and Sergei Khaykin. 
Grandfather of Nina Kangas, 
Paul Khaykin, and Benjamin 
Grossman. Great-grandfather 
of Lucien Kangas. (Goldman)

LERMAN, Barbara G. 
(Freedman), 77 – late of 
Lynnfield. Died on August 12, 
2018. Wife of the late Phillip 
“Pete” Lerman. Daughter of the 
late Morris and Rose (Zippin) 
Freedman. Mother of Robin and 
her husband Herb Dixon, and 
Dr. Joel and his wife Jeannette 
Lerman. Grandmother of Raye 
Ann Kennedy, Morgan Kennedy, 
Alex Lerman, and Derek 
Lerman. Sister of Bernard and 
his late wife Helen Freedman. 
(Goldman)

ROOS, Kenneth Emanuel, 
63 – late of Concord, N.H., 
formerly of Swampscott. Died 
on July 29, 2018. Husband of 
Jodi Silverman Roos. Son of 
the late Eleanor and Donald 
Roos of Swampscott. Father 
of Alexa Roos and Nathaniel 
Roos. Brother of Helaine and 
James Hazlett of Marblehead, 
Peter and Mimi Roos of Milton, 
and Ellen and Mark Gold of 
Longmeadow. Uncle of 12 niec-
es and nephews, and 26 great-
nieces and -nephews.

ROSSMAN, Ruth (Rebecca) 
Shoer, 100 – Died on August 
12, 2018. Daughter of the 
late Mandel and Sarah (Brisk) 
Shoer of Salem. Mother of 
Neil Rossman of Swampscott, 
Jeffrey (Janet) Rossman of 
Boxford, and Martha Rossman 
of Newburyport. Grandmother 
of Matthew, James (Annie), and 
Daniel, Joshua, Sarah (Gonzalez-

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River MA 02720
10 Vinnin Street, Salem MA 01970

Peace of mind is priceless. Avoid crisis and provide 
comfort with  Advance Planning of final arrangements.

Call us today for a free Personal Planning Guide 
781-581-2300

If a death occurred yesterday... 
...what would your family be facing today?

Family-owned and operated since 1933

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS

NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

Marblehead Memorials
Since 1922

Monuments ~ Markers ~ Bronze 
Engraving ~ Cleaning

Marblehead Memorials 
is a top-rated monument 

business offering 
the best prices in the area.

Established since 1922, 
we have been creating 

memorial art all around 
New England.

Please contact us today and 
let us know what we can do to help.

Marblehead Memorials
Daniel J. Cedrone ~ Marblehead, MA

781.248.1374 ~ www.marbleheadmemorials.com
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Robert P. Davis, 
93, of Marblehead, 
entered into rest 

on August 4, 2018. He was the 
husband of the late Marjorie 
(Fix) Davis, the love of his life, 
with whom he shared 63 years 
of marriage until her passing 
in 2010.

Born in Providence, R.I., he 
was the son of the late Herman 
M. Davis and Fanny (Paster) 
Davis. Robert earned a bach-
elor’s degree in economics from 
Brown University, and proudly 
served as a commissioned gun-
nery officer in the US Navy dur-
ing WWII. 

Following the war, he worked 
as the owner and president of 
Central Chemical Corporation 
of Salem. 

An extremely social man, 
Robert was the oldest active 
member of Kernwood Country 
Club, where he frequently 
played golf. He also enjoyed 
playing duplicate bridge.

Left to cherish his memory 
are his devoted daughters Diana 
Davis Nielsen and her husband 
Arthur of Pittsford, N.Y., and 
Nancy J. Davis of Marblehead; 
his cherished grandchildren 
Daniel Nielsen, Benjamin 
Nielsen and his wife Ashley 
Foy, and Laura Borash; and his 

treasured great-granddaughter 
Maia Ann Nielsen. 

A funeral service for Robert 
was held on August 7, with 
interment at Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North 
Shore Cemetery in Peabody. 
In lieu of flowers, donations 
in his name may be made to 
Navy SEAL Foundation, 1619 
D St., Virginia Beach, VA 23459 
(www.navysealfoundation.org).  
Arrangements were under the 
care of Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem (www.
stanetskyhymansonsalem.
com).

Robert P. Davis, 93, of Marblehead
Florence E. (Portnoy) 

Novoselsky, 100, of Revere, 
beloved wife of the late Samuel 
Louis Novoselsky, died on 
August 2, 2018, at the Light-
house Nursing and Care Center. 

Born in Boston, she was the 
daughter of the late Samuel 
and Lena (Meltzer) Portnoy. 
She was raised and educated in 
Revere and she continued her 
studies at Bentley University. 
Florence was a retired employ-
ee for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts as a secre-
tary with the Department of 
Employment and Training.

Florence was a charter 

member of the Revere Jewish 
Community Center, past presi-
dent of the Jewish War Veterans 
Ladies Auxiliary Post 161, and 
a past member of the Revere 
Hadassah.

Florence is survived by her 
son, Revere City Councilor 
Ira Novoselsky and his wife 
Rochelle of Revere; her son-in-
law Robert Stahler; her grand-
children Lori Stahler, Scott 
Stahler, and Seth Novoselsky; 
her great-grandchildren Ellery 
Stahler, and Olivia and Charleigh 
Novoselsky; and several nieces 
and nephews. She was prede-
ceased by her daughter Marcia 

Stahler and her brothers Albert 
Portnoy and Philip Portnoy.

A graveside service was held 
on August 5 in Tifereth Israel 
of Revere Cemetery, 232 Fuller 
St., Everett. Contributions in 
Florence’s memory may be 
made to Jewish War Veterans 
Post 161, c/o Nancy Goldstein, 
51 Dehon St. #1, Revere, MA 
02151. Assisting the family with 
arrangements is the Torf Funeral 
Service, 151 Washington Ave., 
Chelsea. For an online guest-
book and directions, visit www.
torffuneralservice.com.

Florence E. (Portnoy) Novoselsky, 100, of Revere

continued on page 21
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By Carol Denbo 

I have just returned from 
Rhode Island, where I had 
the privilege of attending 

my second National Jewish 
Retreat sponsored by the Rohr 
Jewish Learning Institute with 
our own minyan (a group of ten 
from the North Shore). 

It was an 
incredible 
five days 
of Jewish 
l e a r n i n g , 
wonderful 

food, and amazing entertain-
ment. As was stated, it was “like 
going on a Jewish immersion 
cruise that is filled with inter-
esting informative classes and 
workshops.” 

Over 1,200 Jews from across 
the United States, South 
America, Europe, and Israel 
congregated to study, learn, 
and share their inspirational 
stories – ranging from surviv-
ing oppressive anti-Semitism 
to finding their way back to 
Judaism after living secu-
lar lives. The roster of speak-
ers included 70 Jewish schol-
ars, theologians, academ-
ics, and the best of the best: 
rabbis and rebbetzins whose 
brilliant minds mirrored the 
thoughts and teachings of the 
revered Lubavitcher Rebbe, 
Rabbi Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson.  

On a personal note, my mind 
and soul were moved beyond 
what I could possibly imagine. 
It left me asking many ques-
tions: do we have the courage 

to change? How as Jews do we 
live in the present, and what 
are the Jewish tips for mindful-
ness? How do we get the love 
we want? How can we view the 
world with hope and opportu-
nity in the face of depressing 
current events? What does the 
Torah say about an approach 
to successful communication? 
Why do we do mitzvot? How do 
we get over ourselves?

One answer that resonated 
deep within me: it is fine NOT 
to think less of yourself, but to 
think of yourself less! The list 
goes on, but I learned that no 
matter what happens, we, as 
Jews, cannot give into despair: 
in the Torah, it is forbidden for 
a Jew to give up hope. 

After listening to so many 
tzadikim, I came away learning 

that all our answers lie in the 
Torah. We are a beautiful peo-
ple that have survived because 
God wants us to be a light unto 
the nations.

There were many moving and 
emotional moments through-
out the week. I came away 
impressed by the 150 young 
people invited from universi-
ties all over the country (known 
as Sinai Scholars). There were 
several secular youngsters who 
grew up in interfaith families 
who knew little about Judaism. 

It was inspiring to hear 
from a young lady who found 
her way back to Judaism after 
attending Chabad on Campus. 
Through education, study, and 
the warmth of the Chabad 
movement, she has returned to 
her God-given religion. Another 
youngster spoke about how 
she was one of the few Jews in 
northern Orlando who had the 
courage to stand up and rally 
against anti-Semitism in her 
high school. 

These young people, moti-
vated and encouraged by the 
Chabad movement, are our 
future. One only had to be pres-
ent during Havdalah services 

when their dancing, singing, 
and joy filled the room with 
ruach that I had never wit-
nessed. A woman cried with 
joy when the rabbis blessed her 
with her first Hebrew name.

Rabbi Manis Friedman, one 
of the leading speakers, deliv-
ered pearls of wisdom and left 
a lasting impression on me. He 
said that if we are born Jewish – 
no matter where we are on the 
Jewish spectrum of observance 
– we all have a spark of Judaism 

within us. We can all find a way 
to connect. I am not a fully 
observant Jew, but this experi-
ence has assured me that we are 
all on a lifelong journey, always 
striving to reach the next level. 
Rabbi Friedman left me with a 
profound thought: “It is good to 
be a Jew, and we are one amaz-
ing people.”

I highly recommend that 
every Jew searching for mean-
ing consider attending the JLI 
National Jewish Retreat next 
August in Washington, D.C., be 
it for one, two, three, or five 
days. You will not regret it. It is 
truly the best chicken soup for 
our Jewish souls.

Carol Denbo lives in 
Swampscott. For more informa-
tion, visit www.jretreat.com.

Se niors
Af for da ble Se nior Hous ing For Over 30 Ye ars

social activities • small pets oK
Cle an, qui et, Af for da ble.

4 lo CA tions:
danvers • salem

peabody • beverly

EQU AL HOUS ING
OP POR TU N I  TY A POAH Community

Preservation Housing Community Management, LLC
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We, as Jews, cannot give into despair 

“All our answers lie in the Torah,” the author writes.

JLI’s Havdalah service at the end of Shabbat.
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Shore Village is conveniently located near area shops and restaurants,  
public transportation and beach. Our brand new apartments are equipped  

with full kitchens, washer and dryer in unit and walk-in closets.  
Community room with fireplace and rooftop deck with great views.

A community for 62 plus.
For more information and to arrange a tour call 978-532-4800

137 EASTERN AVE., LYNN
Managed by Crowninshield Management Corporation

$1,300

781-639-4759
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”
Geriatric Care Management • Dementia/Alzheimer Care • Home Health Aides
Nursing Care • Medication Management • Assist with bathing/dressing
Meal planning/preparation • Companionship • Transportation
Light cleaning/laundry • Respite Care • Shopping/errands

… and more … from 2 to 24 hours a day

Email: confidentialcare@verizon.net Susan K. Newton, President

44 Summer Street in Danvers  |  online: seasonsofdanvers.com

Contact Suzanne to learn about our wonderful way of life:

978.777.0230
ASSISTED LIVING SPECIALIZING IN MEMORY CARE

We understand. We care. 
Seasons can help.

This was the best memory care 
experience for my mother and support

for our family.

She is safe and well-cared for, and the 
activities are thoughtfully matched with a 
loved one’s interests. Seasons has the best 

care team - they are all superb!

- Jane C., resident daughter

Small Home-Like Neighborhoods
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24 - Hour Care Staff

Innovative & Holistic Programs
Private Apartments
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HAVE YOUR BEST BOSTON SUMMER
AT THE GABLES AT WINCHESTER

299 Cambridge Street
Winchester, MA 01890
781-756-102   6

When you call The Gables at Winchester home, every day is a new adventure.
Spend the afternoon along the Charles River, enjoy a Boston Pops performance,
or choose from any of our exciting Lifestyle360 programs to attend. 

Call to schedule a tour and experience the adventures for yourself. Discover
our beautiful community, savor chef-prepared treats, and talk to our residents
to see why they love life at The Gables. 

CALL 781-756-1026 TO SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY! 

Make Your Money Last!

We’ve done the math! Brooksby Village is a smarter choice than senior  
rental communities and other retirement living options on the North Shore.

Choose Brooksby Village and:

PRESERVE your hard-earned savings

PAY LESS for monthly fees

ENJOY MORE amenities and services

Brooksby Village apartment homes are more affordable than you think!  
Let us show you why we’re the best decision for your future, your  
family, and your finances.

Brooksby Village is the best  
financial option for your retirement.
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25
44
-JJ

Call 1-800-614-6998 to learn more or  
to request your free 54-page brochure.

North Shore

BrooksbyVillage.com

FOR RENT – Duplex in Delray Beach, Fla.

55+ community. 

Beautiful, renovated  
2 bedrooms,  
2 baths. 

One level, front 
entry in Camelot 
Village. 

Clubhouse & pool. 

Available  
immediately. 

3 month minimum 
rental. 

Close to restaurants 
& shopping. 

Call for details: 
(617) 943-6681
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Rosh Hashanah comes early this year, starting on September 9. 
The Journal’s ROSH HASHANAH GREETINGS issue 

will be published on September 6. 
Reserve your ad space today! The ad deadline is August 29.  

Call your account rep at 978-745-4111.

Rossman), and Benjamin. 
Great-grandmother of Noah, 
Cameron, and Francesca. Sister 
of Samuel (Selma) and Louis 
Shoer, the late Leo, the late 
Irving, the late William, and 
the late Paul, and her sisters 
Ida Goldstein, Libby Halperin, 
and Betty Feffer. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

RUDERMAN, Barbara “Bobbi,” 
82 – late of Newton, formerly of 
Malden. Died on July 31, 2018. 
Daughter of the late Benjamin 
and Julia (Tokson) Ruderman. 
Mother of Peter and his wife Lori 
Slavin, Jeffrey and his wife Lori 
Slavin, and Andrew and his wife 
Nadine Slavin. Grandmother of 
Matthew, Daniel, Tyler, Carlye, 
and Matthew. Sister of the late 
Lela Krigman. (Goldman)

SCOLNIK, Paula, 90 – late of 
Andover, formerly of Lewiston, 
Maine. Died on August 5, 2018, 
at the age of 90. Wife of Louis 
Scolnik. Daughter of the late 
Meyer and Ada Revitz. Mother 
of Nina Scolnik (Jack) of Laguna 
Niguel, Calif., Donna Scolnik of 
New York City, and Julie Scolnik 
of Brookline. Grandmother of 
Theodore Jack of New York 
City, and Sophie Scolnik-Brower 
and Alexander (Sasha) Scolnik-
Brower, both of Boston. Sister of 
Marilyn Greenberg of Bethesda, 
Md., and the late George Revitz 
of Alexandria, Va. (Goldman)

WEINBERG, Robert E., 82 
– late of Nahant, formerly of 
Wakefield and Saugus. Died 
on July 28, 2018. Son of the 

late Hyman and Fannie (Glazer) 
Weinberg. Former husband 
of Frances (Buyer) Weinberg. 
Father of Michele and her hus-
band Michael Kersey, Debra 
Weinberg, and Lisa and her 
husband George MacKay. 
Grandfather of Heather and 
her husband Robert Smith, 
and Caitlin and her husband 
Christopher Lennhoff. Great-
grandfather of Owen Smith. 
Brother of the late Barbara 
and her surviving husband Saul 
Goldstein, and Rosalind and her 
late husband Harry Schwartz. 
(Goldman)

YAFFE, Lawrence, 75 – late 
of Malden. Died on July 30, 
2018. Husband of the late Janet 
(Morse) Yaffe. Son of the late 
Edward I. and Helene Yaffe. 
Father of Deborah and her 
husband Richard Meaney, and 
Sandra and her husband Josh 
White. Grandfather of Emily 
Meaney, Hailey White, and 
Chloe White. (Goldman)

ZAMANSKY, Rebecca (Levine) 
– late of Chelsea. Died on 
July 26, 2018. Wife of the late 
Hyman H. Zamansky. Mother 
of Alan Zamansky and his wife 
Marilyn, Glen B. Zamansky and 
his wife Sue Anne, and Merle 
Coen and her husband Scott. 
Sister of Freda London and her 
husband Max. Grandmother 
of David Zamansky and his 
wife Jennifer, Traci Pepe and 
her husband Michael, Alix 
Zamansky, and Casey Coen. 
Great-grandmother of Jake, 
Tyler, Leah, and Lance. (Torf)
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terrifying glimpse of the ris-
ing tide of extremism in  
our country,” said Robert 
Trestan, ADL New England 
regional director. “With near-
ly 300 anti-Semitic and white 
supremacist incidents tak-
ing place in New England in 
2017-2018, ADL’s H.E.A.T. map 
is proof that New England is 
not immune to the explosion of 
anti-Semitism, racism, and hate 
that our country is battling. 

“Sadly, bigotry is becoming 
routine in mainstream society. 
As hate incidents continue to 
plague our communities and 
schools, we are steadfast in our 
commitment to exposing them 
and preventing their spread,” 
said Trestan.

The initial map consists of 
more than 4,500 data points 
representing a range of extrem-
ist activities, including:

•   Extremist-related  
murders: 2008-2017

•   Terrorist plots and attacks: 
2002-2017

•   Right wing: 2002-2017
•   Islamist: 2002-2017
•   Left wing: 2008-2017
•   Extremist shootouts with 

police: 2008-2017
•   White supremacist  

propaganda on and off 
campus: fall 2016-to date

•   White supremacist rallies: 
2017-2018

•   Anti-Semitic incidents: 
2016-2017

In the New England region, 
there has been a total of 295 
white supremacist and anti-
Semitic incidents recorded in 
2017-2018. Massachusetts had 
the highest total, with 202 inci-
dents reported, followed by 54 in 
Connecticut, 15 in Rhode Island, 
and 12 in New Hampshire. 

One of the most prominent 
trends tracked in the past year 
is the rise of white suprema-
cist propaganda efforts. In 
Massachusetts, white suprem-
acist propaganda has nearly 
doubled in 2018 as compared 
to this time last year. Since the 

beginning of 2017, ADL’s Center 
on Extremism has tracked more 
than 900 white supremacist 
propaganda incidents nation-
ally, from distributions of lit-
erature to display of handbills, 
posters, and more. During the 
2017-18 school year, there was a 
77 percent increase of incidents 
on campus from the previous 
academic year, with 292 cases 
reported, compared to 165 in 
2016-2017.

 The ADL H.E.A.T. Map also 
is accompanied by a report (adl.
org/resources/reports/char-
lottesville-one-year-later) that 
evaluates the ways in which the 
white supremacist movement – 
and the “Alt-Right” in particular 
– has changed in the year since 
Charlottesville (August 11-12, 
2017) and provides a full over-
view of the complicated current 
state of white supremacy.

Elegant Independent and  
Assisted Living, with  

Exceptional Alzheimer’s Care 

92 West Street, Wilmington, MA. Just off I-93 at Exit 38.

978-988-2300  •  WindsorPlaceOfWilmington.com

WINDSOR PLACE
O F  W I L M I N G T O N

An Assisted Living Residence

W

Try us...you’ll love us! Enjoy the
food and activities. Just relax! 

Ask about our

30 DAY 

TRIAL STAY

Pesach Sameach!

Sabino Farm Road, Peabody maplehillcemeterypeabody@gmail.com
978-531-0606 www.maplehillcemetery.com

SABINO FARM ROAD, P.O. BOX 2104, PEABODY, MA 01960

‘The Premier Independent  
Jewish/Interfaith Cemetery  

North of Boston’
(No Synagogue membership required)

Sunday, September 16, 2018
Community Memorial Service

‘Kever Avot’
Led by Rabbi Richard Perlman

of Temple Ner Tamid  
at 10:30 am

Join us at our 

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, September 16, 2018  •  10:00 am – 1:30 pm

Only $900/plot

Sabino Farm Road, Peabody maplehillcemeterypeabody@gmail.com
978-531-0606 www.maplehillcemetery.com

when your apartment is 
at Two Victory Road.

The perfect address for people 
who want a little extra help to 

get a lot more out of life.

Two Victory Road is a wonderful 
neighborhood conveniently located 
on a scenic and serene pond on the 

Salem/Lynn line. 

Featuring a brand new community 
room, gym and active resident 

service program.

1 and 2 bedrooms 
starting at $1,500

Contact Karen at 978-532-4800 
for a property tour

Professionally managed by 
Crowninshield Management Company

There is no place like home

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246

~ Glavy, Caregiver to Brother

“My brother’s stability is really  
important. Keeping him home is  
essential to our family. Adult Foster 
Care of the North Shore has been 
instrumental in facilitating all the 
resources we need for him to  
thrive in our family home.”

978-281-2612  
AdultFosterCareNS.com  

Celebrating 15 Years
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Would You Like to Control 
Your Own Destiny as Well as Your Paycheck?

CONNOR 
REAL ESTATE

Ask for John or Mike
 781-581-5940

We have one Sales Position 
available for a Pro!

Call

Real Estate Salesperson Wanted!
Outstanding opportunity! 

CONNOR Real Estate

Call John or Mike Connor

Positive attitude, good people skills 
more important than experience. 

Part or full time.

781-581-5940

“A BETTER PLACE”
The Rise and Fall 

of an 
Israeli Electric Car Company

SALES • RENTALS • STORAGE
40 Doaks Lane, Marblehead 

781-990-3552
littleharborboathouse.com

Paddle Adventure Program! 
Spots Available!
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Barr receives outstanding  
performance award from state 

Derek A. Barr, of Salem, 
was recently awarded the 
2018 Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Citation for 
Outstanding Performance – 
his third citation in nine years. 
The award is presented to 
executive branch and higher 
education employees of the 
Commonwealth who have 
demonstrated exemplary work 
performance. He has worked 
at Salem State for over 25 
years and is employed as an 
instructional technologist at 
Salem State University’s Center 
for Teaching Innovation. He 
also serves as the Salem State 
chapter vice president of the 
Association of Professional 
Administrators Union.

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare (CJL), 
a leading healthcare organiza-
tion in the Greater Boston area, is 
pleased to announce that Derek 
Schrader has been appointed 
vice president of leadership and 
organizational development. In 
this new role, Mr. Schrader is 
responsible for developing lead-
ers at all levels of the organiza-
tion, and helping teams improve 
clinical performance and cus-
tomer service. Derek will also 
serve as a member of the orga-
nization’s executive leadership 
team. He will be based in the 
Peabody campus, but will divide 
his time between the Chelsea, 
Peabody and Longmeadow 
campuses.

“We are thrilled to have Derek 
Schrader join our organization,” 

said Adam Berman, President of 
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare. “Derek 
possesses a tremendous back-
ground and expertise in strat-

egy, leadership and improving 
operations. Moreover, he iden-
tifies closely with our mission 
and understands our long-term 
vision.  All of us at CJL are look-
ing forward to working with 
him.”

Prior to CJL, Derek served for 
15 years as partner and director 
at TruePoint, one of the world’s 
top mission-driven consulting 
firms. Previously, Derek worked 
as a consultant with Marakon 
Associates and as a product 
manager at In-System Design.

Mr. Schrader holds an MBA 
from Harvard Business School, 
a MA from Osaka University of 
Foreign Studies and a BA from 
Brigham Young University. He is 
a resident of Waltham.

Juvenile Aid Scholarship Organization awards grants

The Juvenile Aid Scholarship Organization 
recently awarded 15 scholarships, including sev-
eral memorial scholarships, to deserving high 
school students to help with college expenses. 
The funds were raised at an annual luncheon 
held in May at the Hawthorne Hotel. The scholar-
ship recipients are pictured above, and include 

Mitchell Godes, Ethan Keller, Korey Cohan, Jacob 
Keller, Glen Veytsman, Joe McKeever, Marina 
McKeever, Adam Linsky, Katherine Veytsman, 
Malachi Rosen, and Alex Karasik. Scholarship 
recipients not pictured are Harrison Dolin, Lily 
Dolin, Claire Powell, and Corey Stein. 

Katzmans welcome new son

Karleen and Jared Katzman of Mill Valley, CA joyfully announce 
the birth of their third son, Caleb Joe, on July 12, 2018. He is wel-
comed by big brothers Max and Spencer. Loving grandparents are 
Nancy Sarles and Phil Gouzoule of Marblehead, Norm and Ina 
Katzman of Rhode Island, and David and Ann Engel of Corpus 
Christi, Texas.

Derek Schrader appointed vice president of leadership and  
organizational development at Chelsea Jewish Lifecare
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with the Brass Sisters,” and their 
2008 book, “Heirloom Cooking 
with the Brass Sisters.” 

Their cookbooks, shows, and 
specials have been nominated 
for several awards, and in 2016, 
Marilynn and Sheila were hon-
ored as Cambridge Food Heroes 
for their commitment to their 
community. 

After watching “Food Flirts,” 
it’s easy to see why they deserve 
such an honor. In the show, 
which premiered last summer 
and started its second season 
on July 6, Marilynn and Sheila 
travel to restaurants all over the 
Boston area to highlight the dif-
ferent cuisines available in what 
Marilynn called a “blossoming” 
food scene. In each episode, 
they travel to two completely 
different types of restaurants, 
and then go back to their shared 
home in Cambridge to create a 
“mash-up,” which is a dish that 
fuses both types of cuisines. 

For example, after they tried 
pastrami at Mamaleh’s, they 
went to Chinatown to learn 
how to cook ramen noodles. 
Then they created a pastrami 
ramen noodle kugel, because as 
Marilynn pointed out, ramen is 
comfort food, and so is kugel. 

In six episodes, they’ve 
covered a lot of ground: 
they’ve mashed up traditional 
American burgers with Indian 
dosas, chutney with rugelach, 
and Bavarian pretzels with 
Mexican chocolate and French 
brioche.

Once they’ve finished their 
mash-up, they throw a party 
and invite all the chefs they’ve 
met in the episode to come try 
their new fusion. 

“Sheila came up with the 
[idea of] food without borders,” 
said Marilynn. “It is a celebra-
tion of the multiethnic diversity 
of cuisines in this country … we 
want this to really, really bring 
people together. When you 
think of the word ‘companion,’ 
it actually translates with bread, 
and a companion is someone 
you break bread with.” 

Marilynn and Sheila fol-
lowed an unconventional route 
from Dorothy Brass’s Winthrop 
kitchen to ovens on major TV 
networks. Surprisingly, neither 

one of them has worked in res-
taurants or bakeries, and they 
still don’t consider themselves 
to be chefs. Instead, they call 
themselves “home bakers” or 
“home cooks.” 

Marilynn wanted to be 
a writer, and majored in 
English and journalism at 
Northeastern University, where 
she also received a master’s 
degree in English. She eventu-
ally founded and chaired the 
Public Communications and 
Community Affairs office at 
Charles Stark Draper Laboratory 
after it was divested from MIT. 

Sheila, meanwhile, wanted 
to be a fashion designer, and 
majored in design and illus-
tration at the Massachusetts 
College of Art and Design. She 
became a successful fashion 
designer, and then worked as 
the director of marketing for 
firms in Boston and Cambridge.  

When their father Harry 
developed colon cancer, both 
Marilynn and Sheila left their 
jobs to care for him. During this 
period, they started their own 
businesses in communications 
and antiques. Then they worked 
at WGBH for several years.  

“We’d been collecting these 
handwritten cookbooks, and I 
said to myself, ‘if I don’t write a 
cookbook now, I’ll never do it,’” 
said Marilynn. They took the 
plunge, and in 2006 published 
“Heirloom Baking.” It was a hit, 
and suddenly they were touring 
the country and writing more 
cookbooks.

A few years ago, the Brass 
sisters went to New York to 
meet Bruce Seidel, at the time 
the senior vice president for 
programming at the Cooking 
Channel, to discuss a holiday 
special they were hosting. At 
a restaurant in New York, the 
sisters tried sushi for the first 
time. Seidel was amused, and 
liked the idea of watching the 
Brass sisters try unfamiliar 
foods. When Seidel founded his 
own production company, he 
invited the sisters to try hosting 
a show where they did just that.  

The humor, intelligence, and 
open-mindedness of the two 
“Food Flirts” have charmed 
audiences around the country. 
In the words of the Brass sisters: 
“It’s not just what you put on 
the table; it’s what you bring to 
the table.” 

Every so often, art is created  
with brick and mortar.  

Think of me as your art dealer … let’s talk.

Kathleen Lynn Murphy   |   72 Front Street   |   Marblehead  MA  01945
781.631.1898   |   KathleenMurphyRealEstate.com   |   KathleenLynn.Murphy@SothebysRealty.com
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That may sound like a generalization, 
but Ahmed certainly had a point. During 
our 15-minute journey, we passed at 
least a half-dozen cars containing dan-
gerously large quantities of black-clad, 
peyos-swinging passengers, either reck-
lessly speeding or moving at a crawl 
with little regard for the fellow motorists 
around them.

Many of them were probably head-
ed for one of those jam-packed natu-
ral springs. But for those who live in 
Jerusalem, summer means a plethora of 
cultural events almost every night of the 
week: the Jerusalem Film Festival; the 
Old City lights display; the Mekudeshet 
music festival; and a week of food trucks 

in the Hinnom Valley manned by some 
of Jerusalem’s top restaurants.

Last Friday afternoon, the downtown 
triangle of Jerusalem containing the 
famed Ben Yehuda Street was packed – 
not with Jerusalem residents – but with 
tourists, mostly young Americans on 
Birthright, in yeshiva, or in gap-year pro-
grams chowing down on falafel or pizza. 
They probably spent the previous night 
partying a couple of blocks away on 
Nahalat Shiv’a or in the Mahane Yehuda 
Market, which has turned into a bustling 
magnet for nightlife.

A couple blocks away on trendy 
Bezalel Street, local craftspeople dis-
played their ceramic and wood wares as 
the Jerusalem hipster community sipped 
iced coffee and munched shakshuka (an 
egg dish) under umbrella-covered tables 

at the overpriced outdoor cafes.
It was one of those perfect Jerusalem 

days: temperatures in the mid-80s, some 
clouds in the sky, no traffic jams on the 
roads. Nobody would have imagined the 
clash of cultures that engulfed the city 
only 24 hours earlier. It was the day of 
the annual Pride march in Jerusalem, a 
more understated affair than Tel Aviv’s 
blowout, but still an impressive gather-
ing for what is essentially a conservative, 
religious city.

There have been clashes and even 
a death resulting from ultra-Orthodox 
opposition to the parade, but on this day, 
a few hours before it was about to begin, 
hundreds of Haredim gathered near the 
entrance to the city to protest some-
thing else. An 18-year-old man had been 
arrested for repeatedly not appearing at 

the Israeli army’s induction office, and 
his community decided to express its 
displeasure by blocking one of the main 
Jerusalem thoroughfares.

Locking arms, they resisted and 
ignored police on foot and on horses 
who tried to disperse them, even using 
a spray weapon called ‘skunk water’ that 
turned the area into a putrid mess. A 
total of 46 protesters were dragged away 
and arrested, and the rest eventually 
dispersed.

By contrast, the Pride march passed 
peacefully, with close to 30,000 people 
taking to the streets to support diversity 
and choice.

David Brinn is a journalist based in 
Jerusalem.

Jerusalem
from page 1

Brass sisters
from page 1

Sheila and Marilynn Brass learn to bake pretzels in Brookline.

This recipe from the 1930s 
comes from Hilary Finkel 

Buxton, a friend from our days 
at WGBH, the public television 
station in Boston, and her sis-
ter, Sandy. Their grandma Celia 
Goldberg, who lived to 101, 
was beloved by her family, and 
they treasured the sometimes 
cryptic notes she bequeathed 
to them for her honey cake, mandlebread, and noodle pudding. 
Grandma called her sister Yetta, who lived to be 102, every day 
when they both lived in the Bronx. 

1.  Set the oven rack in the middle position. Pre heat the oven to 
350F. Coat two 9 by 5 by 3-inch loaf pans with vegetable oil 
spray. Line the bottom and ends of the pans with a single strip 
of wax pa per and coat with vegetable oil spray. Dust the pans 
with flour and tap to remove the excess. 

2.  Add the instant coffee to the hot water and allow to cool, or 
place in the refrigerator to hasten the cooling. 

3.  Add the flour, salt, cinnamon, and ginger to a large bowl and 
whisk to combine. Set aside. 

4.  Add the egg whites to the bowl of a stand mixer fitted with the 
whisk attachment and whip the whites until they form firm 
peaks. Set aside. If you don’t have a second mixer bowl, trans-
fer the egg whites to another bowl and set aside. The honey 
cakes come together quickly so the beaten egg whites will not 
have time to deflate. 

5.  Add the sugar and egg yolks to the bowl of the stand mixer 
fitted with the paddle attachment and beat to combine. Turn 
off the mixer and, using a rubber spatula, scrape down the 
mixture from the sides and bottom of the bowl. Turn the mixer 
on and continue to beat and combine with the rest of the mix-
ture. 

6.  Add the baking soda to the warm water and stir to combine. 
Set aside. Whisk together the oil, honey, and cooled coffee in 
a small bowl. Add the baking soda mixture, and continue to 
whisk until combined. 

7.  Add the sifted dry ingredients to the mixture alternately with 
the liquid ingredients. Remove the bowl from the stand and 
fold in the beaten egg whites in three additions. Pour the 
batter into the prepared pans. The batter will be very loose. 
Sprinkle the almonds on top of the loaves and bake for 30 
minutes. Tent each cake with aluminum foil and bake for an 
additional 25 to 30 minutes, or until a metal tester inserted 
into the center of each cake comes out clean. Transfer the 
cakes to a wire rack and cool for at least 20 minutes. Go 
around the edges of each cake with a butter knife and turn out 
onto a second wire rack. Invert the cakes onto the first rack 
and continue to cool. Grandma Goldberg’s Honey Cake should 
be wrapped in wax paper and stored at room temperature. 

Yield: 2 loaves; 9 slices per loaf

– Reprinted with permission of St. Martin’s Press 

Grandma Goldberg’s Honey Cake 

Photo by Andy Ryan

2 teaspoons instant coffee 
or instant espresso 

1 cup hot water 
3 cups flour 
½ teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
1 teaspoon ginger  
3 eggs, separated 

1 cup sugar 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
3 tablespoons warm water 
½ cup oil 
1 cup honey 
½ cup thinly sliced 

almonds, toasted 
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