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JERUSALEM – A few weeks 
ago, the Trump Administration 
announced it would end all US 
funding for UNRWA, the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency, 
established in December 1949 
to support Palestinian refugees. 
In recent years, that funding has 
totaled some $350 million annu-
ally.

A few days later, Senator 
James Lankford, a Republican 
from Oklahoma, introduced 
a bill to withhold aid until 
UNRWA changed its definition of 
“Palestinian refugee.” The defini-
tion currently encompasses those 

who became refugees in 1948 and 
1967, as well as their offspring, 
no matter how many generations 
down the line – a policy at odds 
with every other international 
organization working with refu-
gees.

“It’s absurd,” Likud legislator 
Sharren Haskel, who heads the 
Knesset caucus seeking UNRWA 
reforms, told the Jewish Journal.

“When you look at Gaza, which 
has autonomy, or Ramallah, 
which has autonomy, they have 
refugee camps for their own peo-
ple,” she said. “The Palestinians 
are basically perpetuating the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict by rais-
ing the fifth and sixth generations 
of refugees.”

There’s wide agreement that 
UNRWA has been one of the main 
forces facilitating this continuity. 
Seen by many as a runaway UN 
agency, its schools use Palestinian 
Authority textbooks that have 
been shown to glorify armed 
struggle, and it is believed that 
thousands of its teachers belong 
to terrorist organizations.

For more than a decade, its 
teachers’ union has been run by 
Hamas strongmen such as Suhail 
al-Hindi, a former UNRWA school 
principal who is now a mem-
ber of Hamas’ senior leadership. 
Other UNRWA educators have 
included Said Sayyam, a former 
Hamas interior minister and civil 
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Annual Walk for Living  
supports independent lifestyle  
at Chelsea Jewish Lifecare

Chad Gammad, and his son, Asher Jethro Rai Gammad, at last 
year’s walk. Over the years, the walk has raised over $1.6 million.

David Bedein reviews an UNRWA schoolbook that lauds terrorism.
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CHELSEA – Steve Saling is a land-
scape architect, so he has a particu-
lar appreciation for detail. As he takes 
visitors on a tour of his home at the 
Leonard Florence Center for Living, 
there are many impressive details to 
point out.

At the Chelsea Jewish Lifecare facil-
ity for people with amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis (ALS) and multiple sclerosis, 
Saling calls attention to the bamboo 
ceiling and stained-glass windows of 
the  chapel, the tin ceiling atop the 
kosher deli, and the carefully land-
scaped peace garden outside that he 
helped design, which has reinforce-
ments under the grass that make it 
wheelchair-accessible. 

He also points out the details that 
make the Leonard Florence Center 
arguably the premiere care facility for 
ALS and MS in the country. He wel-
comes you to the entrance of his home, 
which has a doorbell, a mailbox, and 
a lantern next to the front door, and 
looks more like the entrance to a typi-
cal house than anything at a nursing 
home. 

Maintaining this high quality of life 
can be expensive. That’s why on Sept. 
30 starting at 10 a.m., Chelsea Jewish 
Lifecare will host its 10th annual Walk 
for Living, which has raised over $1.6 
million for resident care and activities. 

By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF 

When the Lappin Foundation started the Sukkat Shalom 
program in 2000, Sukkot was a somewhat forgotten holiday on 
the North Shore. While it was celebrated at synagogues, and by 
traditionally observant Jewish families, it was rare to see a suk-
kah in a person’s backyard.    

But shortly after rolling out the program 18 years ago, it 
became apparent that a younger generation of Jews had a deep 
desire to connect with a holiday that brings families together 
and outside under the stars. 

The Sukkat Shalom program provided families with a free 

Lappin Foundation helps 
reinvigorate Sukkot

Mason Wetmore of Swampscott helps put up a sukkah that 
was provided by the Lappin Foundation.

How UNRWA has perpetuated generations of refugees
David Bedein has labored relentlessly to expose what he sees as the truth behind the Palestinian conflict
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Post B’nei Mitzvah Program
For grades 8 – 12

Darkeinu means “Our Way”

We welcome all self-identified  
Jewish teens on the North Shore

Get credit for the way YOU choose to engage  
with the Jewish community. 

Leadership, Gemilut Hasadim (Acts of Lovingkindess),  
Avodah (Worship), Ahavat Zion (Israel), Torah. 

However you want to learn and grow as a Jewish 
person, we value and honor that.

Pricing: $72/year 
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waived
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Q. You were born in India, 
raised Jewish, and had your 
bat mitzvah in India. Can 
you talk about that?

A. What we ended up doing was 
going to India around my 13th birth-
day, going back to my orphanage, 
donating a bunch of educational 
materials, checking in, seeing how all 
the kids were doing.

We found a temple in India, and 
we had a small little ceremony there. 
It was really eye-opening to see that 
India has a Jewish community. I just 
got to delve so much more deeply 
into my heritage that way. That just 
kind of compelled me to explore how 
it doesn’t have to be just about my 
Jewish faith, I can tie in my roots to 
that as well. Something I enjoy about 
Judaism as a whole is that it’s so 
embracing of other cultures – you can 

apply Judaism to almost anything.

Q. You identify as a “Hin-
Jew.” What does that mean? 

A. I will forever identify as a Hin-
Jew. So for me, I don’t necessarily feel 
like I have to go to the house of wor-
ship, or I have to read the texts daily, or 
perform the rituals, or eat a certain way 
– I try to be mindful of those things, 
but – other than my trip to India, I’ve 
never been to a Hindu temple here, 
but I grew up doing Indian dance. 
Also, the Hatch Shell in Boston every 
year does this awesome Indian day 
where the entire Indian community 
of Massachusetts gathers and does 
festivals … so that kind of stuff, that’s 
how I apply Hinduism to my life. And 
obviously, I look in a mirror, I’m very 
clearly an Indian woman, so I can’t 
deny that. I still practice [Judaism] … 
I’m going to a Rosh Hashanah dinner 
tonight with my family. [I still identify 
as a Hin-Jew] because it’s a fun word, 
and it’s a fun concept, and it’s how I 
describe myself. 

Q. You met your husband 
Vince at Camp IF, an Anti-
Defamation League camp 
promoting interfaith under-
standing. 

A. We met at Camp IF … and 
we started dating senior year of high 
school and we haven’t stopped since. 
We got married two years ago this 
past June. But it’s just a whirlwind 
thinking about the fact that interfaith 
has always been a part of my life and 
that ended up happening that way. 
[Camp IF] is definitely a way to really 
feel out, OK, you’re tolerant of other 
religions, so I don’t have to worry 
about that. 

We had an interfaith ceremony, 

we had a justice of the peace, but 
we incorporated both of our back-
grounds into the wedding, so I wore 
a sari … and then I had worked with 
my family to create a ketubah that 
was relevant where Vince and I come 
from and the points that we share our 
beliefs and faith on and that we want 
to carry forward. 

We do want to have a family one 
day, not yet, but that is still something 
that we’re deciding and trying to fig-
ure out. But for me, my dad converted 
to Judaism but still also identifies as 
Christian, so I grew up celebrating 
Christmas, but he also brought out a 
menorah. My mom’s Jewish, and it’s 
no different for me – it would be weird 
for me to celebrate just one holiday. 
It’s very easy for me to see the parts 
of Judaism I’m still comfortable with 
… again, my background is Judaism, 
so I’m comfortable there – it’s a very 
welcoming and open religion.

Q. How do you stay  
connected to your Jewish 
identity? 

A. I always feel like I could be 
doing more … I’m a member of the 
Hadassah organization – my mom is 
always throwing stuff my way … so I 
try and stay connected on the North 
Shore where I can. I definitely still cel-
ebrate the High Holidays and check 
in at temple here and there. 

There’s this one particular pro-
gram – it’s called the Neshama Yoga 
that’s done at [Temple B’nai Abraham 
in Beverly]. I’ve done that semi-reg-
ularly and I really enjoy it because it 
gets me back into temple, and I like 
to do yoga anyway. It’s cool to add the 
Jewish faith into this already Indian 
practice, which I also identify with. 

– Michael Wittner 

Millennials The
This week, we spoke to Adina Maniscalco, who was 
adopted from an orphanage in India and raised 
Jewish on the North Shore. Though she identifies as 
Jewish, she incorporates both aspects of her identity 
into her life. 

Name: Adina Maniscalco 
Age: 28
Hometowns: Winthrop, Swampscott 

Currently Living In: Peabody

Alma Mater: Swampscott High
School ’08, UMass Amherst ’12  

Job: Paralegal

Favorite Food: Any sort of dumpling 
– if it’s Polish pierogies, if it’s Indian samo-
sas, if it’s blintzes, if it’s ravioli … all of that. 
If it’s some sort of vegetable or meat con-
tained within a flour kind of wrapper, I’m 
into it. Empanadas – oh my goodness. 

Favorite Music: I literally listen to 
everything. Depends on my mood. I’ll 
listen to heavy metal, I’ll listen to rap and 
R&B – I grew up listening to world music. 
Both my parents traveled a lot, so … 
Ladysmith Black Mambazo, all that stuff. 

Favorite Movies: The latest movie, 
I think, that really grabbed me was called 
“Lion”… I left Liberty Tree Mall bawling for 
the better part of an hour. There’s a lot of 
my story in that.

Favorite TV Show: I like “The 
Office” … having worked both in large and 
small law firms now, I’m not shading any-
body saying it, but that’s literally how office 
spaces work. 

Favorite Travel Destination:
I’m dying to get to Scandinavia, like 
Sweden in particular, I just [like] the way 
they handle life. The last [great] trip that 
I took was for our honeymoon. We took a 
cruise that started in Venice and ended in 
Barcelona, and we went to something like 
10 countries, and every single place that we 
went, I tried to find a synagogue.
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It’s been said that the basic 
story behind every Jewish hol-
iday is, “They tried to kill us, 
they failed, let’s eat.” But on Yom 
Kippur, it might be something 
more like, “We tried our best, we 
messed up, now we can’t eat.”

Many Jewish holidays are 
associated with the foods that go 
along with them, but Yom Kippur 
– when Jews are commanded to 
fast as a way to get closer to God 
on the holiest day of the year – is 
associated with the lack of food. 
The fast does not only pertain 
to food – Jews are expected to 
give up all pleasure and comfort 
as a way of proving to God that 
they’re taking their atonement 
seriously. 

“When you’re dealing with 
something like the day of atone-
ment, the day where you stand 
there and you ask God to for-
give your sins … you prove it 
by giving up the joys of life,” 
said Rabbi Richard Perlman of 
Temple Ner Tamid. “It’s a way 
of proving that you mean what 
you say. The day that God is 
supposed to hear us, we’re not 
supposed to be focused on any-
thing but that, so there’s no joy 

in the day.” Traditional rabbinic 
law includes all the prohibitions 
of the Sabbath, and also forbids 
drink, bathing, makeup, lotions, 
leather, sex, and according to 
Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez 
of Temple Sinai, even speech is 
limited to prayer. 

“The act of speaking connects 
us with the divine,” said Rabbi 
Cohen-Henriquez. “Speech 
should be exclusive to prayers. 
So these long, long, long services 
actually become like a saturation 
of words that you are talking, you 
are singing, but it’s not things 
exactly of this world.” Indeed, 
these prohibitions are designed 
to elevate us out of our ordinary 
lives and experiences, and bring 
us closer to the divine, for on 
Yom Kippur, we are supposed to 
imitate angels. 

With this many prohibitions 
in place, it is inevitable that Jews 
on the North Shore will have a 
whole range of opinions and 
practices. For Rebecca Rosen 
of Marblehead, a congregant 
at Temple Sinai, the fast is all 
encompassing. Rosen has been 
fasting on Yom Kippur since 
she was 12 (fasting typically 
begins after a bar or bat mitzvah, 
although starting at age 9, Jewish 
children are expected to observe 

abbreviated fasts), and adheres 
to all the restrictions. Rosen has 
fasted every year, and says she 
has never been tempted to break 
it. “I never do that,” she said. 
“It would defeat the purpose of 
the whole thing.” For Rosen, the 
main purpose of the fast is to 
cleanse herself of all the trans-
gressions of the past year.

“The fasting is the cleansing 
of the body,” she said. “It’s tak-
ing all that was our normal life 
– eating, drinking, makeup, the 
running, talking, the this-ing, 
the that-ing – it’s stopped. The 
fasting is in order to obtain tes-
huva. Everybody has a transgres-
sion – there is no person who 
doesn’t sin.” Even though Rosen 
noted that when we fast, we are 
intentionally placing a hardship 
on ourselves, she also described 
fasting as an almost euphoric 
experience.

“I’m flying – I’m like on a kite,” 
Rosen said as she described how 
she felt walking home after the 
Yom Kippur service. “I don’t 
know – I feel very elated at the 
whole thing.” 

Rabbi Perlman also described 
fasting as an uplifting experi-
ence. “Somehow, some way, 
somewhere, you’re gaining the 
spiritual strength through the 
meaning of the prayers,” he 
said. “The other thing is you are 
truly warmed up at that point. 
You haven’t been drinking, you 
haven’t been eating – all you’re 
doing is praying, and you’re real-
ly ready.” 

Other Jews observe a 
more moderated fast. Betsy 
Mears of Beverly, who attends 
Congregation Sons of Israel, cuts 
back on what she normally eats 
but does not observe a complete 
fast on Yom Kippur. “I can’t do all 
the fasting – I just can’t,” she said. 
“I just eat a lot less. I’ll still have 
coffee in the morning, I probably 

just try not to eat, but I always 
had like a banana.” For Mears, 
Yom Kippur is about repentance 
through suffering, and though 
she doesn’t give up food entirely, 
she’s still trying to stay true to 
both the spirit of the holiday and 
what’s realistic for her. 

Rabbis and laypeople alike 
noted that while fasting is not 
supposed to be pleasant, people 
should not fast if it is dangerous 
to their health. This is in keeping 
with Jewish teaching. “The body 
is not ours to desecrate because 
it’s God’s, and we have a respon-
sibility to take care of God’s 
vessel,” said Rabbi Perlman. 
Perlman noted that every year, 
he has to plead with congregants 

who have been advised by the 
doctors not to fast and yet still 
do, because they feel it is an 
essential part of the holiday. 

Rosen agreed with Perlman. 
“Life is most important,” she 
said. “According to Jewish law, 
if you can’t fast, you’re not obli-
gated to fast.” 

That is the case for Jessie 
Stephens of Swampscott, who 
attends Temple Emanu-El. Even 
though she considers herself 
observant, and would fast if 
she were able to, she cannot for 
medical reasons. “I used to fast 
in high school and college and 
then, mainly for medical reasons, 
I stopped,” she said. Stephens 

How do you know if your favorite 
chandelier will be included in the sale of your 

home? Usually if a feature is attached to the 
house, it will go to the buyer.

In most cases, the critical test is whether the 
item is permanently fastened to the property 

by nails, bolts, screws, cement, glue or other permanent attachment. 
If attached, it is considered a fixture that has been converted into 
real property. For example, a wine cellar installed after the house 
was built will convey, but the portable wine rack in the kitchen will 
not. If there is nothing specific in the sales contract about a fixture, 
it is automatically included in the sale. To avoid misunderstandings 
that could lead to litigation, replace your prized chandelier with an 
inexpensive substitute before the house is put on the market.

A buyer can ask that certain features remain with the home. So it’s 
important to specify what fixtures are included or excluded in the sales 
contract.

EXPERIENCE IS THE DIFFERENCE.
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS

on all aspects of buying or selling real estate 
at 781-367-8150

PHYLLIS LEVIN
on Real estate

WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE SALE?

 www.phyllislevin.com phyllislevin@comcast.net (781) 367-8150
 website email cell

chandelier will be included in the sale of your 
home? Usually if a feature is attached to the 

house, it will go to the buyer.Phyllis Levin
CRS   GRI   CBR

Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS
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at 781-367-8150

JUST CALL AND I’LL DO THE REST

When you consider 
assisted living for
today, it’s also
important to think
about tomorrow.

Tour our campuses -
we offer assisted living 
and so much more. 
Imagine the possibilities!

See what sets
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare

apart.

201 Captains Row, Chelsea
 617.887.0826

240 Lynnfield Street, Peabody
978.532.4411

www.chelseajewish.org
SIMON & SONS

679 Highland Avenue • Needham, MA • 781-559-3212
simonandsons.com

BAR MITZVAH 
HEADQUARTERS

Boys Clothing For All Occasions!
MICHAEL KORS • HICKEY FREEMAN • DKNY • TALLIA • LAUREN • JOHNNIE-O 
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Becoming like angels: Local Jews reflect on the Yom Kippur fast

Rabbi David Meyer blows the shofar, which marks the end of the 
Yom Kippur fast.

continued on page 9



 

Avery At Swampscott 
A brand new luxury condominium community 
441 Essex Street 
Swampscott, MA 01907 
www.LivingAvery.com 

978.501.9887 

 

 

The location, the style, the feeling you get when you walk through the door - 
every aspect of your home should be a reflection of who you are,  
where you’ve been, and the life you aspire to live. 
Your best life begins with a home that inspires you. 
Be inspired - Avery At Swampscott 

 

OPEN HOUSES 
- September 22, 23 and 29, 30 from 12:30 to 4 
 
- Thursday October 4 - Commuter open house from 4:30 to 7 

Refreshments served by the fire pit 
 
Building 1 - 2 luxury, condominium homes remaining - move-in now 
Building 2 - 3 luxury, condominium homes remaining - move-in now 
Now taking reservations for building 3 - move-in, late spring 2019 
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By Michael Wittner
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MARBLEHEAD – Leah 
Goldenberg was primed and 
ready to move into her dorm 
at Simmons College when she 
realized she just couldn’t do it. 
That summer, she had been 
diagnosed with a stomach con-
dition that was leaving her in a 
lot of pain, but she still assumed 

she would leave for college like 
the rest of her friends. 

“I kept thinking, ‘Oh it’s OK, 
I’ll be fine to go to school,’” said 
Goldenberg. “And then it got to 
the day when I was supposed to 
move in and I was like, ‘I can’t 
do this. I’m so sick.’” 

Reluctantly, Goldenberg took 
a leave of absence for a semes-
ter, which eventually turned 

Leah Goldenberg weaves 
bracelets, spreads love

Leah Goldenberg of Marblehead has made over 350 bracelets for 
people around the world.

continued on page 10
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MARBLEHEAD – When Eric 
Jay Dolin realized that he want-
ed to be a full-time writer, he 
had his doubts.

“I realized that the one thing I 
liked the most in all the jobs I’ve 
ever had is writing,” said Dolin, 
who at the time was working 
as a program manager for the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency in Washington. “I read 
some books about it, and I got 
depressed because it’s a horrible 
career.” 

Thankfully, Dolin’s wife Jenn 
knew that it could be done. Her 
grandfather Harry Kemelman, 
the Marblehead-based writer 
of the popular mystery series 
about Rabbi David Small, man-
aged to become a successful 
writer when he was 59 years 
old. 

“He was an overnight success 
… after 50 years,” Dolin noted. 

With his wife’s support and 
encouragement, Dolin man-
aged to become a success, but 
it took him 20 years. He woke 
up at 3 a.m. nearly every day 
to write before going to work 
as a writer and analyst for vari-
ous marine and environmental 
organizations. 

Now, he is the successful 
author of 13 books on topics 
as diverse as whaling (his 2007 
book “Leviathan,” a historical 
account of the whaling trade in 
America, remains one of his best-
known books), the fur trade, the 
price of tea in China, and most 
recently, pirates. On Sept. 18, 
Dolin released his newest book, 
“Black Flags, Blue Waters: The 
Epic History of America’s Most 
Notorious Pirates,” a history 
of the Golden Age of Piracy in 
the late 1600s through the early 
1700s.

At first, Dolin didn’t expect 
to write about pirates because 
he felt the market was already 
too crowded. To his surprise, his 
two children and his publisher 
believed he could add some-
thing new to the genre. 

“I fully expected [my publish-
ers to pick the one] about the 
South Pacific and a bunch of 
murders, and they picked the 
pirate book,” said Dolin, recall-
ing a list of eight possible topics 
he submitted. “They said, ‘Well, 
there’s never been an Eric Jay 
Dolin book on pirates.’”

This newest Dolin book tells 
the story of the how the narra-
tive surrounding piracy changed 
over the course of a century. 
Before 1700, American colonists 
liked pirates for a few reasons. 
First, the pirates were often 

colonists themselves. Second, 
the pirates did not raid ships 
near the Colonies. Rather, piracy 
mostly occurred either in the 
Caribbean, where Spanish ships 
were raided, or in the Indian 
Ocean, where they raided ships 
from the Mughal Empire, which 
at the time ruled most of what is 
now India. 

The colonists valued the 
much-needed treasure the 
pirates stole from their longtime 
enemy (the Spanish) or from 
“infidels” (the Muslim Mughal 
Empire). 

However, eventually pirates 
began to attack American ships. 
By this point, pirates had grown 
more violent, and the American 
economy had improved, so 
pirates were both scarier and 
less valuable than they’d once 
been to the colonists. 

“Whereas before [pirates] 
were looked at as commercial 
angels … in the era of Blackbeard 
[1716-1718], they were viewed 
as both physical and economic 
threats to the colonial econo-
my,” said Dolin. “It depends on 
whose ox is being gored.” 

From 1713 to 1726, both 
the British and the colonies 
launched a successful war on 
pirates that put an end to their 
terrorizing the seas.

Dolin, a member of 
Marblehead’s Temple Sinai and 
the son-in-law of George and 
Ruth Rooks of Swampscott, 
noted there were indeed Jewish 
pirates. The book “Jewish Pirates 
of the Caribbean” by Edward 
Kritzler tells the story of Jews 
who fled Spain and Portugal 
during the Inquisition on boats 
with names like the “Prophet 
Samuel,” “Queen Esther,” and 
“Shield of Abraham.” From 
these ships, they attacked and 
plundered Spanish ships, and 
formed alliances with rival pow-
ers to ensure the safety of Jews 
in hiding.

Some of Dolin’s other works 
reference Jews. In “Leviathan,” 
he mentions the Jewish mer-
chants from Newport, R.I., who 
were involved in the trade and 
manufacturing of high-end 
spermaceti candles, which 
were made from the oil in the 
heads of sperm whales and 
were enjoyed by the likes of 
Benjamin Franklin. In “Political 
Waters,” his book on the clean-
up of Boston Harbor from 1995 
to 2001, he discusses Paul Levy, 
a Jew who once headed the 
Massachusetts Water Resources 
Authority. 

“I love the outdoors,” said 
Dolin. “I love natural history, 
and I love the basic history of 
human nature.”
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Catering: 978-356-2050  •  Restaurant: 978-356-7201
196 High Street (Rte 1A), Ipswich, MA  •  www.ipswichclambake.com

Whether it’s a clambake, 
corporate outing, BBQ,  
family event, wedding,  
or special celebration,  
we have the perfect recipes 
to stir up a stellar event!
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Eric Jay Dolin works out of his Marblehead home studio.

Marblehead author writes 
about the Golden Age of Piracy

Journalism matters.
Donate to the Jewish Journal today. 

Visit our home page at jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111.



By Michael Laitman 

“I wish all my Jewish friends 
in Iran and Jews worldwide a 
very happy new year filled with 
peace and harmony,” said Iran’s 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif. 

“Despite all the challenges 
the Jewish people have faced, 
their strength and perseverance 
continue to inspire us all,” US 
President Donald Trump tweet-
ed.

But among the dozens of 
blessings for the Jewish New 
Year by various leaders, that of 
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
touched a main point: “Tikkun 
olam is the Jewish principle that 
teaches us that while the world 

is often imperfect and broken, 
we have a shared responsibility 
to fix it.”

World leaders are right to 
shed light on the unique role of 
the Jewish people, and especial-
ly with regards to the concept of 
tikkun olam (“correction of the 
world”). According to the wis-
dom of Kabbalah, that will only 
happen when we first repair the 
relations between people.

At a time when humanity’s 
interdependence is tightening 
and showing itself as the basis 
of all our human-made systems, 
there is a dire need to build new 
relationships of mutual consid-
eration among all people. In fact, 
the numerous crises we are wit-
nessing in all areas of life point 

to a terrible lack of healthy and 
positive connections between 
citizens of the world.

So what is the role of the 
Jewish people in light of today’s 
escalating global crisis? Some 
will say that the Jews are causing 
it, while others say they hold the 
key to tikkun olam. The wisdom 
of Kabbalah explains where both 
views emerge.

The Jewish people were 
formed as a result of the first glob-
al crisis that afflicted humanity. 
Some 3,800 years ago, between 
the banks of the Euphrates and 
Tigris rivers, in a desert region 
near present-day Iraq, humanity 
lived in great clans in Babylon. 
They lived together as kin until 
that relationship was shattered. 
The egotistical desire increased 
within the Babylonians, made 
them quarrel with one another 
and led to severe crises in all 
spheres of life.

One of the Babylonian priests 
named Abraham wondered 
about the nature of the deepen-
ing social rift. He discovered that 
it stems from a natural and inev-
itable growth of humanity’s ego-
ism. In other words, Abraham 
discovered that tikkun olam is 
nothing other than a correc-
tion of the relationship between 
people. He wandered among the 
various tribes and clans, and 
called upon anyone who felt the 
need to build a new society.

The Babylonians who joined 
Abraham learned how to build 
healthy, positive and correct 
relationships, above the growing 
egoism. In time, the group grew 
into a new people: the people of 
Israel. Thus, the Jewish people 
were founded from a collection 
of representatives of humanity’s 
past civilization. The common 
denominator between them was 

the value of tikkun olam – the 
discovery of unity in diversity, 
and choosing mutual concern 
over mutual exploitation.

It has a ripple effect, spread-
ing from the inside out. The 
Jewish people are essentially 
the first circle. They are a mini-
model of humanity, a model of 
universal connection between 
people. That connection is des-
tined to spread and shape the 
other circles around it.

At the peak of this process of 
tikkun olam, humanity reaches 
unity beyond borders, across the 
globe. That is, unity of the broad-
est circle that encompasses all 
of humanity – from world lead-
ers to sheepherders in remote 
mountains. The correction must 
reach every man and woman, 
and every boy and girl. Everyone 
is equal, everyone is important; 
there is no preference and no 
discrimination.

In our time, the first step 
towards tikkun olam is raising 
awareness around the globe to 
the need for unity. Every per-
son in the world must recognize 
the natural, integral system that 
binds us and requires us to be 
considerate of each other.

Jews carry the idea and must 
reawaken it. Its role is to be as “a 
light unto the nations,” by being 
an exemplary society. Today, the 
nations of the world also have 
a duty to awaken the people of 
Israel to its role as a catalyst 
for tikkun olam. And just like 

the cordial greetings of leaders 
around the world, it is better to 
experience friendly and positive 
pressure from the world, rather 
than the hateful and anti-Semit-
ic kind of pressure.

However, when it comes to 
tikkun olam, we should not 
expect salvation to come from 
leaders and rulers. The change 
will begin with the masses. It is 
not for nothing that the mod-
ern world became connected 
through the Internet. The virtual 
connection between millions of 
people enables us to raise the 
awareness of unity in a posi-
tive way and bring about tikkun 
olam in pleasant ways.

When masses of people con-
sider the value of connection, 
even slightly, they create a tre-
mendous wave of mutuality 
and consideration. The power 
of connection is greater than 
any individual, and it enables 
human society to rise above its 
narrow, egoistic nature to dis-
cover a vast space of happiness 
that stems from unity.

Tikkun olam begins with tik-
kun adam (“the correction of 
man”). A tiny change of con-
sciousness in each of us is all 
that is needed. And if you still 
lack a clear call to action, share 
this message with everyone.

Michael Laitman is the 
founder and president of Bnei 
Baruch Kabbalah Education & 
Research Institute.
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The shofar has sounded. The fast is 
over. The new year has begun. Yet, for 
many, the themes that fill the holiday, 

including the dictum that “Repentance, 
prayer and charity avert the severity of the 
decree,” linger. 

No matter your beliefs, the liturgy 
reminds us that we are responsible for our 
actions and deeds. In these times when civil 
discourse is in short supply, one might find 
it helpful to return to these words during the 
year – and not just on the High Holidays. 

Sukkot, the seven-day holiday where 
Jews sit in temporary huts and contemplate 
the wonder of our existence, begins Sunday 
night, and serves as an ideal period to follow 
up on all that rushed through our minds 
over Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. The 
holiday also includes waving a lulav, a closed 
frond from a date palm, while holding an 

etrog, a yellow citron. According to Sefer 
Bahir, a kabbalistic work dating back almost 
2,000 years, the lulav and etrog represent 
parts of a human being: the etrog represents 
the heart, the base of our emotions; the 
hadas (myrtle) has leaves shaped like an eye; 
the lulav, or date palm, symbolizes the spine, 
from where our actions originate; and the 
aravah, or willow, represents the lips, or our 
speech.

Holding a lulav and etrog and sitting in a 
sukkah is a mystical experience. If you don’t 
have a sukkah, and have never experienced 
the holiday, ask your local rabbi if you can 
visit the temple’s sukkah. Best to leave your 
cellphone or iPad outside of the sukkah and 
allow your soul to embrace the moment. It 
is an opportunity to clarify one’s priorities in 
life and for the new year – while dwelling in 
nature. 

Steven A. Rosenberg
PUBLISHER/EDITOR

JEWISH JOURNAL

On Sukkot, experience the mystical 

‘Tikkun olam’ in the New Year 5779

Miss Israel, Adar Gendelsman (left), and Miss Iraq, Sarah Idan, posted 
a message of coexistence on social media. 

Tikkun olam is the Jewish 
principle that teaches 

us that while the world 
is often imperfect and 

broken, we have a shared 
responsibility to fix it.
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By Jonathan S. Tobin 

One more Jewish life was 
just added to the list of 
those killed during the 

century-old conflict between 
Jews and Arabs. On Sunday, 
a Palestinian terrorist fatally 
stabbed to death Ari Fuld, a 
45-year-old American immi-
grant to Israel and a married 
father of four, in addition to 
an articulate advocate for the 
Jewish state. But for some peo-
ple, the only relevant fact about 
him is that he was a resident of 
Efrat, a Jerusalem suburb that 
lies over the so-called green line 
in the West Bank.

Efrat is part of the Etzion bloc 
that was originally settled by 
Jews before 1948. But in the eyes 
of the world, that still makes it a 
settlement and Fuld a “settler.”

Like the hundreds of thou-
sands of other Jews who live in 
the West Bank and Jerusalem, 
Fuld was reviled as an obstacle 
to peace. That’s why the reac-
tion to attacks on those who 
fall into this category is so often 
one of heartless indifference 
– if not gloating about people 
who had it coming – on social 
media and elsewhere. Not only 
Palestinians who consider all 
violence against Jews justified 
acts of “resistance” hold this 
attitude. Across the world and 
even among many Jews, “set-
tler” is an epithet more than 
a description. Since the Oslo 
Accords were signed 25 years 
ago, settlements and settlers 
have become the all-purpose 
scapegoat for the lack of peace 
and undeserving of sympathy 

even when slain by terrorists.
While most Israelis have 

embraced a hardheaded real-
ism about diplomacy forced 
upon them by 25 years of trag-
edy, myths about the Israeli 
right and about settlers killing 
prospects for peace continue 
to get an airing in the media 
and popular culture. The latest 
example of this trend is a new 
documentary being shown on 
HBO called “Oslo Diaries” that 
helps explain the antipathy for 
settlers.

Made with genuine sympa-
thy for Israel and a commend-
able desire to explore the points 
of view of both sides to the 
conflict, the film rehearses the 
familiar story about the secret 
talks that led to the agreement. 

But it also bolsters false narra-
tives about what followed the 
handshake on the White House 
Lawn.

“Oslo Diaries” puts forward 
the thesis that there were two 
peace camps – one in Israel led 
by Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and his government, and the 
other led by Palestine Liberation 
Organization leader Yasser 
Arafat. Opposing them were 
two anti-peace camps – one 
led by current Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, his Likud 
Party and their settler support-
ers, and the other composed of 
Hamas and other Palestinians 
who opposed peace.

According to this account, 
the agreement was destroyed 
by Baruch Goldstein, the set-

tler who murdered 29 Arabs in 
cold blood while at prayers in 
the Tomb of the Patriarchs in 
Hebron; Yigal Amir, the right-
wing student who assassinated 
Rabin; and Netanyahu, who 
encouraged extremism and sab-
otaged a process that was on the 
verge of working.

In this way, post-Oslo 
Palestinian terror is seen as 
merely a response to Goldstein’s 
terrible crime, rather than 
something that went before and 
after the Hebron massacre.

The slander that Netanyahu 
encouraged murder is backed 
up by misleading footage of 
protesters chanting for Rabin’s 
death as he spoke at a rally, 
even though that was the work 
of only a few who were placed 

well out of earshot of the balco-
ny where he spoke. Unlike Oslo 
supporters, Netanyahu was 
also not given a chance by the 
filmmakers to put these events 
in perspective in an interview. 
Instead, he is portrayed as an 
irresponsible demagogue, who, 
as Arafat is quoted as saying, 
helped “assassinate peace,” as 
opposed to a democratic leader 
putting forth a coherent – and 
as it turned out – sadly accurate 
analysis of what was happening.

But while Goldstein and 
Amir’s names will forever live 
in shame (and they did great 
damage to Israel), neither they 
nor Netanyahu and the settlers 
killed the peace. That was the 
work of Arafat and his associ-
ates.

Far from heading a peace 
camp, we now know from both 
later events and subsequent 
revelations that Arafat did not 
share the peacemakers’ vision. 
To the contrary, he spoke openly 
in Arabic at the time that he 
wanted to use Oslo as part of 
a scheme to continue the war 
against Israel on more advanta-
geous terms, rather than forge 
a final peace. He never stopped 
planning, funding and foment-
ing terror, and used his new-
found control of Palestinian 
schools and media to incul-
cate new generations – like the 
17-year-old that murdered Fuld 
– in hatred for Israel and the 
Jews, whether they live in the 
settlements or inside the 1967 
lines.

Indeed, as soon as the PLO 
began assuming control over 

Why it’s still open season on ‘obstacles to peace’

Courtesy: Yishai Fleisher
Ari Fuld was killed by a 17-year-old Palestinian earlier this week. 

By Lawrence Rifkin
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT  

JERUSALEM – Some peo-
ple see a parallel between the 
signing ceremony for the Oslo 
Accords and 9/11. Both took 
place in the US under sunny and 
blue September skies, and at the 
end of the day (figuratively for 
Oslo), both left thousands dead. 
But others say the accords were 
a necessary and beneficial move 
that showed enemies can indeed 
sit down and agree to something 
– even if 25 years on, the long-
term goal remains nowhere in 
sight.

To better understand, per-
haps a timeline is necessary, 
both for the timeline stipulated 
under the terms of Oslo and for 
the events that actually unfold-
ed.

At the end of October 1991, 
the US, together with the Soviet 
Union (in its last gasps before 
going belly-up), convened the 
Madrid Peace Conference. In 
attendance were Israel, Lebanon, 
Syria and a joint delegation of 
Jordanians and Palestinian nota-
bles from the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Bilateral and multi-
lateral talks followed, but noth-
ing major emerged. Still, it was 
a start.

After the election of Labor 
Party leader Yitzhak Rabin as 
Israel’s prime minister in 1992, 
his foreign minister, Shimon 
Peres, appointed a group of 
advisers to secretly meet with 
Palestinians in the Norwegian 
capital. Their negotiations led 
to the Oslo Accords, signed on 

September 13, 1993, on the 
White House lawn.

While hailed far and wide as 
a peace agreement, Oslo was 
merely a framework for nego-
tiating. It called for a five-year 
interim period in which the 
Palestinian Authority would 
arise to take over areas relin-
quished by the IDF, starting in 
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
city of Jericho. Talks toward a 
final agreement, it said, would 
begin by May 1996.

The accords also result-
ed in Israel’s stated recogni-
tion of the PLO led by Yasser 
Arafat as the sole representative 
of the Palestinians, while the 
Palestinians said they would 
recognize Israel’s right to exist 
and renounce terrorism. There 
was no specific mention of 
Palestinian statehood or with-
drawal from Jewish settlements, 
although it was understood that 
these issues would eventually 
come up.

In February 1994, Hebron set-
tler Baruch Goldstein opened 
fire inside the city’s Cave of 
the Patriarchs during Muslim 
prayers. Twenty-nine worship-
ers were killed and at least 100 
others were wounded before 
Goldstein was beaten to death. 
While isolated incidents of 
Palestinian attacks against Jews 
had taken place since the sign-
ing of the Oslo Accords, the post-
Goldstein period saw the advent 
of semi-regular suicide bomb-
ings against Israelis, primarily 
aboard buses, with wide-scale 
casualties. Most of the bombings 
were coordinated by Hamas, the 

Islamist movement in the Gaza 
Strip.

From there it was most-
ly downhill, with Palestinian 
attacks widening to Fatah, 
the PLO’s militia, and Rabin 
slowing the turnover of terri-
tory. Nonetheless, Israeli right-
wingers launched a rabid anti-
Rabin campaign, leading to his 
assassination by Yigal Amir in 
November 1995.

Both populations were 
embittered, but the US pressed 
the sides to consider the Oslo 
process alive, if not entirely 
well. Reflecting an ugly national 
mood despite what was seen 

as a post-Rabin sympathy vote, 
Shimon Peres and Labor went 
down to defeat in 1996 at the 
hands of Benjamin Netanyahu 
and the Likud.

In early 1997, under US pres-
sure, Netanyahu negotiated 
a partial IDF withdrawal from 
Hebron, and in late 1998, togeth-
er with Arafat, he signed the so-
called Wye Memorandum, which 
laid out further peace moves. 
But aside from fits and starts 
lasting well into the new mil-
lennium under different prime 
ministers and US presidents, the 
process came to a halt that lasts 
to this day.

Israelis who were against 
Oslo from the beginning, 
whether due to a lack of trust 
in the Palestinians or a fear that 
it would mean an end to the 
dream of a “Greater Israel,” have 
long been in an “I told you so” 
mode. Yet in a recent interview 
with The Jerusalem Post, Oslo 
negotiator Yossi Beilin said he 
regrets nothing.

He mostly blames Netanyahu 
and Israel’s right-wingers. 
“Asked if he has any blame for 
the Palestinians, whose terror 
attacks turned Israelis against 
the Oslo Accords, he says ‘of 

Oslo as Rorschach test
After 25 years, the jury is still out as to whether the 1993 Oslo Accords were worth the effort

Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser Arafat with President Bill Clinton at the signing of the Oslo Accords in 1993. 

continued on page 20

continued on page 20
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The walk will begin at Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare, 165 Captains 
Row in Admirals Hill. An antici-
pated 700 people, including 
some residents, will walk a 
2-mile loop that will bring them 
back to where they started. After 
the walk, a free petting zoo, face 
painting station, dance perfor-
mances, a barbecue lunch, and 
more will be available. Matt 
Siegel, the popular host of Kiss 
108’s “Matty in the Morning,” 
will serve as walk host.

In large part because of fund-
raisers and donors, the tech-
nology at the Steve Saling ALS 
Residence is remarkable. With 
only the blink of an eye, Saling 
opens the front door. He has acti-
vated the Promixis Environment 
Automation Controller (PEAC), 
which is connected to every-
thing in the building, from doors 
to elevators to light switches to 
air conditioning to the large, flat 
screen TV in his bedroom. 

Because people with 
advanced ALS and MS have 
limited to no movement, this 
technology is life-changing. 
“Anything that runs on electric-
ity can be controlled with my 
eyes,” says Saling, who uses a 
computer with a mouse mount-
ed to the bridge of his glasses to 
communicate.  “So the 21st cen-
tury has arrived for the disabled. 

Until medicine proves other-
wise, technology is the cure.”  

After Saling blinks and the 
front door swings open, you 
walk into the homey, graciously 
appointed ALS residence, one 
of the 10 separate homes at 
Leonard Florence that each host 
10 residents. Inside the homes, 
there are no roommates, nurs-
es’ stations, or loud announce-
ments. Instead, there is an elec-
tric fireplace, a top-of-the-line 
kitchen, and a garden in the 
back. Instead of the set dining 

times at many other nursing 
homes, residents work with a 
specialized dietary staff to cre-
ate meals they can eat whenever 
they want.  

“This is not a nursing home 
with residential trappings,” says 
Saling. “It is my home that hap-
pens to provide skilled nursing 
services. I have a level of inde-
pendence previously unheard of 
for people like me.” 

Saling’s building is named 
after him because he was the 
first resident of the Leonard 

Florence Center when it opened 
in March 2010. As a landscape 
architect specializing in handi-
capped accessibility, Saling was 
also instrumental in designing 
the layout and integrating tech-
nology into the facility. 

It all began when he met two 
of Chelsea Lifecare’s leaders, 
Barry Berman and Betsy Mullen, 
at an ALS conference in 2007. 
Saling had been diagnosed 
with ALS the previous year, and 
was looking into his options. 
Although doctors had told him 
he had at most five years to live, 
Saling was determined to go 
much longer, and live a happy, 
fulfilling life. 

“I’ve always had a problem 
with authority,” says Saling. “I 
don’t like to accept what makes 
no sense to me. In this case, 
I questioned why I would die 
within five years if I choose to 
use all the technology that is 
available to me.” 

Meanwhile, Berman and 
Mullen were attending the 
conference because they were 
preparing to build a facility for 
those with ALS and MS, and 
wanted to learn more about 
their specific needs. Saling was 
still mobile at that point, and 
over the next three years threw 
himself wholeheartedly into 
creating a high-tech, fully acces-

sible facility that would allow 
him to live for as long as he 
chooses. 

Technology is not the only 
factor creating improved quality 
of life for Leonard Florence resi-
dents. The center hosts a wide 
variety of entertainment, games, 
and concerts, and residents can 
rent vans whenever they’d like 
to go on external outings. The 
center also hosts exciting field 
trips: last November, many resi-
dents went to Disney World in 
Orlando. Saling has even been 
on skydiving and scuba diving 
trips. 

“We try to be very liberal in a 
lot of these things we do,” says 
Bill Arria, executive director of 
Leonard Florence.  

It should come as no surprise 
that Saling will attend this year’s 
Walk for Living. The walk fits in 
well with his enthusiastic, can-
do attitude. 

“Strangely enough, I have 
become more successful at 
making a difference in the world 
since my disability,” he says. “I 
don’t see my cup as half empty 
or half full. My damn cup got cut 
in half, so it is full to the brim.” 

To register for the walk, visit 
walkforliving.org. You can also 
register on walk day starting at 
9 a.m.

Annual Walk for Living supports independent lifestyle at Chelsea Jewish Lifecare
from page 1

Steve Saling in the chapel at Leonard Florence Center for Living.

affairs minister who taught in 
UNRWA schools for 23 years, 
and Awad al-Qiq, ex-headmaster 
of an UNRWA school who led 
an Islamic Jihad engineering unit 
that built bombs and Qassam 
rockets.

The Knesset caucus on 
UNRWA has been in existence 
for around a year and a half, 
but David Bedein has been seek-
ing to throw a wrench into the 
works of UNRWA for some three 
decades. Many believe it’s his 
work, which has included the 
production of more than a dozen 
damning films about UNRWA, 
including its endorsement of 
the Palestinian “right of return,” 
and the translation of danger-
ous textbooks used in UNRWA 
schools, that helped bring about 
the new US policy. This, as well 
as a chance encounter.

“I happened to sit next to 
someone from Trump’s transi-
tion team in December 2016 
at a conference in Jerusalem,” 
Bedein told the Journal. “I had 
no idea whom I was sitting next 
to. When I found out after the 
event, I called the official and 
asked if she would like to see 
the full UNRWA curriculum. ‘Of 
course,’ she said. That cur-
riculum wound up in the Oval 
Office.” 

Bedein is nothing if not relent-
less. He first heard of UNRWA in 
1970 as a young immigrant to 
Israel, learning how a neighbor, 
a building contractor, had fired 
his Israeli workers and brought 
in Arabs who would work for 
half the salary. The rest of their 
income, he learned, was subsi-
dized by UNRWA.

“It caught my attention to the 
point where I decided to take a 
degree in social work so I could 
help get these people into a bet-
ter situation,” said Bedein, who 
as a child spent summers with 
his grandparents in Winthrop.

When the First Intifada 
broke out in 1987, he rented 
space down the hall from the 

Government Press Office “to try 
to help journalists better under-
stand the situation by emphasiz-
ing that the refugee issue was 
self-imposed.” Soon, he was get-
ting funding to examine UNRWA 
more closely.

“I engaged the services of 
someone who had been very 
high up in Israeli intelligence 
and we discovered that UNRWA’s 
social services had been taken 
over by terrorists,” Bedein said. 
In this way, he claims, funding 
for UNRWA wound up in the 
hands of terror groups.

But no one paid any attention 
and his work went nowhere.

Immediately following the 
Oslo Accords, signed 25 years 
ago last week, Bedein said he 
was told by Yossi Beilin, one of 
the Israeli negotiators, that once 
the Palestinian Authority was 
up and running, it would take 
responsibility for all services, 
and that the refugee camps as 
well as UNRWA would disap-
pear.

“I waited till the PA was set 
up,” Bedein said, “and its first 
decision was to keep the refu-
gee camps, keep UNRWA in the 
camps, and continue demand-
ing a right of return to former 
homes in Israel by force of arms.”

Quickly, he realized he had 
been seeking change in the 
wrong place.

“Our emphasis regarding the 
schoolbooks had been on both 
the PA and UNRWA. But the PA 
had no real supervisory mech-
anism,” he explained. “That’s 
when we settled on the concept 
of bringing things to the atten-
tion of UNRWA donor countries, 
because all UN agencies are 
supposed to be working toward 
peace and reconciliation, some-
thing UNRWA and its schools 
clearly were not doing.”

But the real turning point 
came, he said, in 2016, when 
an official of USAID, the qua-
si-governmental US body that 
works with the PA, admitted – 

despite claims by the Obama 
Administration that the text-
books were fine – that it had 
never examined them. Bedein, 
in publicizing this startling 
disclosure, angered a US State 
Department official who called 
him a liar.

“More than any other moment 
in my efforts,” Bedein said, “this 
inspired me to get working and 
translate all of the textbooks.”

It was found that some 
had maps labeling all the 
land from the Jordan River 
to the Mediterranean Sea as 
“Palestine.” Others extolled ter-
rorists. Yet others claimed that 
Israel was seeking to erase all 
connections between Islam and 
Jerusalem, and that the nuclear 
reactor in Dimona was causing 
widespread cancer among Arabs 
in Hebron.

For years, UNRWA has denied 
the claims made against it. Its 
spokesperson, Chris Gunness, 
addressed the textbook issue in 
speaking to the Journal.

“Where we find there are 
problematic pages,” he said, “we 
produce what we call ‘enriched 
materials.’ When teachers are 
preparing classes with those 
pages, they use different materi-
als.”

He was asked what he meant 
by “problematic.”

“I don’t speak Arabic,” he 
replied. “I don’t have the details.”

Bedein remains positive that 
his wrench has found its mark.

“In three trips to DC since the 
new president came into office, 
we made it our business to stay 
in touch with the right policy 
people,” he said. “My mentor, 
the late social work professor 
Eliezer Jaffe, encouraged me a 
few days before his death in May 
2017 that the careful process we 
had applied would change US 
UNRWA policy. He was correct.”

Lawrence Rifkin is the 
Journal’s special correspondent 
in Jerusalem. 

How UNRWA has perpetuated generations of refugees
from page 1

By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Alexandra Silber is a Jill of all 
creative trades. She is an inter-
nationally renowned Grammy-
nominated American singer, 
writer, actress, composer and 
educator. She has performed on 
Broadway, in London’s West End, 
and on concert stages, including 
The Kennedy Center, Carnegie 
Hall and the 57th Grammy 
Awards. 

On Sept. 26 at 7:30 p.m. she will 
add the stage at Congregation 
Shirat Hayam in Swampscott to 
her resumé. Opening night of 
the Jewish Book Month Speaker 
Series spotlights Silber read-
ing from her début novel, “After 
Anatevka,” sprinkling the read-
ing with seven musical perfor-
mances that reflect the chapter’s 
dramatic climax.

The 45-minute musical pro-
gram is, according to Silber, a 

“fully dramatized piece of liter-
ary theater. The concert is a Venn 
diagram of reading and cabaret.”

Her novel is historical fiction, 
inspired by Silber’s portrayal of 
Tevye’s daughter, Hodel, in the 
2007 Olivier-nominated West 
End production of “Fiddler on 
the Roof.” She had recently lost 
her own father to a long bat-
tle with cancer. “Every day for 
two years, I spoke Hodel’s final 
words, ‘Papa, God alone knows 
when we shall see each other 
again …’ Each time as Hodel 
said ‘goodbye,’ so did I,” she said 
in an email.

Hodel disappears in the sec-
ond act, following her true love, 
Perchik, to Siberia where he is 
imprisoned. Deeply haunted by 
her character’s courage, faith 
and fierce intellect, Silber felt 
compelled to chart the rest of 
Hodel’s mysterious passage. “I 
needed to know what happened 

Jewish Book Month opens 
with theatrical performance 

Alexandra Silber

continued on page 9



to her. After Anatevka truly was 
a journey from stage to page,” 
she said.

Silber’s “spiritual autobiog-
raphy” began in a largely secu-
lar household with a Catholic 
mother and a father whose 
lineage traced back to the Pale 
of Settlement. Although they 
exposed her to religious princi-
ples of theology, ethics and soci-
ology, Silber was on her own to 
find her way regarding the con-
cept of “God.” 

Playing Hodel was a kind of 
“Judaism University” for Silber. 
“At 23 years old, I took the work 
more personally, and interpreted 

it more thoroughly than I had 
ever done before. It was a turning 
point, with everything thereaf-
ter being interpreted through the 
eyes of a woman of faith,” she 
explained.

Writing “After Anatevka” was 
“part obsession, part socio-polit-
ical battle cry, part spiritual auto-
biography and, above all, a mar-
row-deep roar for an everlasting 
tapestry of hope and faith,” Silber 
added.

The JBM closing event prom-
ises to be every bit as exciting 
when Emmy award-winner and 
former NBC News Bureau Chief 
Martin Fletcher discusses his lat-

est novel, “Promised Land.” The 
event will be held at the Peabody 
Essex Museum on Dec. 16 at 3 
p.m., and includes a recep-
tion and an opportunity to visit 
the new “Empresses of China’s 
Forbidden City” exhibit.

In between, JBM Chairwoman 
Diane Knopf is proud of a lineup 
that offers “something for every-
one.” The committee tries to 
arrange its schedule to avoid con-
flicts with events at fellow North 
Shore agencies and synagogues. 
“The authors we request are in 
high demand on the speaker 
circuit, so dovetailing our dates 
with theirs can be challenging,” 

said Knopf.
Long a JBM tradition, 

Kernwood Country Club will 
again host an evening of dinner 
and conversation. On Nov. 15 
at 6 p.m., Boston Globe colum-
nist Meredith Goldstein will talk 
about her “Love Letters” advice 
column and her latest book, 
“Can’t Help Myself: Lessons & 
Confessions.” 

Novelists Janna Blum (“The 
Lost Family”) and Ronald H. 
Balson (“The Girl from Berlin”) 
will speak at the JCCNS on Oct.10 
and Oct. 18 at 7 p.m. 

Local author Phyllis Karas 
will discuss “Women of Southie,” 
her true account of the women 
behind the scene during crime 
boss Whitey Bulger’s hey day. 

Three women featured in the 
book will attend the Oct. 30 
event at the JCCNS at 7 p.m.

Rounding out the roster is 
Ariel Burger, an author, teach-
er, artist and rabbi, who was 
also a lifelong student of Elie 
Wiesel. “Witness: Lessons from 
Elie Wiesel’s Classroom,” chron-
icles his intimate relationship 
with the legendary Nobel lau-
reate and Holocaust survivor. 
The event will be held at Temple 
Sinai on Oct. 21 at 9:30 a.m. and 
is part of the temple’s Scholar-in-
Residence program.

JBM Speaker Series 2018-2019 
is sponsored by cultural benefac-
tors Sharon and Howard Rich. 
Visit jccns.org or call 781-476-
9909.

noted that Yom Kippur can be 
meaningful regardless of how 
much or how little someone 
fasts. “Everyone has their own 
way of viewing the holiday and 
the symbolism associated with 
it,” she said. 

Local doctors have tips 
for ensuring a safe fast. Paul 
Copeland, an endocrinolo-
gist from Swampscott, recom-
mends limiting caffeine intake 
in the days prior to Yom Kippur 
because caffeine can worsen 
the headaches that are com-
mon during fasting. “I use Rosh 
Hashanah as my clue – I basi-
cally will start reducing it, and 
go from my two cups a day 
down to one and a half, and I’ll 
swap in decaf,” said Copeland. 
He also recommended people 

consult with a doctor about 
fasting if they have diabetes, 
heart disease, or unusual meta-
bolic problems. If during the 
fast you feel unusual shakiness 
or lightheadedness, that may 
be a sign to stop fasting, or at 
least drink water. He also noted 
that napping can help.

For Karen Gruskin, a pedia-
trician from Marblehead, fast-
ing is about putting oneself in 
a different headspace in a safe 
way. “There’s all sorts of beliefs 
that different practices put you 
in a more receptive modal-
ity for spirituality,” she said. 
“That’s the heart of why there’s 
a fast. To make the day differ-
ent than others – to feel some 
deprivation and use that as a 
point to focus your thoughts. 
But particularly in Judaism, the 
goal is not to become ill.” 
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into the whole year, and con-
tinued going to doctors to try 
to figure out what was going 
on. She was in too much pain 
to do much of anything, so she 
lay on the couch and scrolled 
through social media, watching 
her friends enjoying their new 
lives at college. 

“I was so lonely, I was in so 
much pain, and I was home like 
24/7 watching like three mov-
ies a day,” said Goldenberg. “[I 
was] watching on social media 
all my friends going to school, 
making new friends, living their 
lives that I was supposed to be 
living.”

After a while, Goldenberg 
decided to give up one form 
of social media in 
favor of anoth-
er. After some 
googling, she 
came upon 
Sick Chicks, 
a Facebook 
group for 
women and 
girls with illness-
es and disabilities. 
Immediately, she found 
a supportive, caring com-
munity that understood what 
she was going through in a way 
that her well-meaning friends 
and family could not. 

“It was great to ask people 
questions and to talk or to vent 
or anything,” said Goldenberg. 
Not only did the group give her 
a forum to vent her own anxi-
eties and frustrations, it also 
helped give her perspective as 
she heard from people in even 
more difficult situations than 
hers.

After hearing one heart-
breaking story after another, 
Goldenberg decided to help. It 
essentially happened by acci-
dent; with not a lot to do, a 

restless and fidgety Goldenberg 
started stitching together 
bracelets, a skill she’d learned 
at camp at Children’s Island 
in Marblehead. The bracelets 
started to pile up, and none of 
her friends and family wanted 
them, so she figured that per-
haps some of the people from 
Sick Chicks might be interested. 
They were, and people started 
asking her how much they cost. 

“They cost a dollar to make 
and, I don’t know, 40 cents 
to ship … I said, ‘Don’t pay 
me, that’s ridiculous,’” said 
Goldenberg, who started ship-
ping her bracelets all over the 
country. 

Out of this, Goldenberg’s 
charity, Chronic 

Love – which 
ships custom-
ized bracelets 
along with 
h a n d w r i t t e n 
notes to people 

with illnesses – 
was born. Each 

bracelet is adorned 
with patterns of hearts, 

which for Goldenberg 
represent both the emotion 

of illness and a reminder to 
continue loving yourself. Most 
illnesses have a specific color 
that represents solidarity and 
awareness. She also attaches a 
handwritten note wishing the 
recipient well. 

The response has been 
overwhelming. Goldenberg 
has made over 350 bracelets, 
and has a waitlist of about 60 
people, though she’s still taking 
requests. She’s sent bracelets 
all over the world, and often 
receives thank-you notes and 
donations in return. 

“People tend to get the 
bracelet on the perfect day, 
which I find very strange,” said 
Goldenberg. “They’ll be com-
ing right out of the hospital, 
or going right into the hospital 
and get the bracelet, or they got 
really bad news about their ill-
ness and they got the bracelet 
right before or right after get-
ting really bad news. People say 
it makes them happier.” 

Goldenberg, now 20, has 
since gotten well enough to 
attend college, and recent-
ly began her second year at 
Simmons, where she’s studying 
social work. This fall, she will 
be interning at Jewish Family 
& Children’s Service’s adoption 
agency.

Goldenberg’s compassion 
runs in the family. Her moth-
er Diane is a special educa-
tor, and her maternal grand-
mother taught in Lynn schools. 
According to her mother, her 
compassionate nature also was 
influenced by the example set 
by her family and her Jewish 
upbringing. 

“She comes from a home 
where she knows that all the 
women volunteer,” said Diane 
Goldenberg, “and she believes 
in Judaism, in tikkun olam … 
she really takes her place in the 
world seriously.” 

Though she is busy, 
Goldenberg intends to keep 
up Chronic Love for as long as 
possible. “As long as I have the 
funds to do it, and the time – 
not even the time, not even like 
half the time, but I do it anyway 
without the time – because they 
matter,” she said. “I will do it as 
long as it keeps people smiling 
and fighting.” 
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By Adrien Maxx Khelemsky

DEDHAM – At a time when children 
have access to unprecedented amounts 
of information and influences, parents 
are increasingly looking to schools to 
guide their children to ask critical ques-
tions and make informed choices about 
their actions. 

Boston is home to 
an impressive vari-
ety of public and 
private schools, leav-
ing parents with the 

often daunting task of selecting a school. 
Many parents don’t consider Jewish day 
school for their children until they see 
the school in action. Ultimately, they find 
great value in the high caliber academ-
ics, that kids are respected and heard by 
adults who care deeply about them, and 
that their kids can build the confidence 
to understand the world around them 
through observation, exploration, and 
inquiry. A values-based education has 
never been more relevant.

Devorah Steinberg’s son Josh began 
his education in pre-K in the Boston 
public schools eight years ago. “We were 
happy with his experience [in public 
school], but we felt there was something 
missing,” Devorah said. “There are some 
things that a public education can never 
provide.” 

Devorah applied to enroll Josh in 
kindergarten at The Rashi School, the 
Reform Jewish K-8 independent school 
in Dedham, in the hope of finding social 
justice, Jewish learning, and a sense of 
community for her son. She was looking 
for a values-driven education with very 
strong academics. 

Now that Josh is entering seventh 
grade at Rashi, Devorah and Josh feel 
strongly that they made the right deci-
sion. “Josh loves Rashi; loves the variety 
of creative educational and social justice 
approaches, the Jewish and Hebrew edu-
cation, and the quality of the academics, 
all infused with Jewish values and com-
munity,” his mother said. “What’s more, 
he will be prepared for the advanced level 

classes in high school that will follow.”
Melissa and David Goldstone chose 

a path less traveled for their three girls: 
public elementary school, public high 
school, and The Rashi School for mid-
dle school. “We often get asked why we 
jumped into Rashi for middle school,” 
said David. “There 
are so many highly 
personal factors that 
come into play into 
these decisions: per-
sonal preferences, 
finances, Jewish prac-
tice, learning styles, 
and time manage-
ment considerations. 
For us, it came down 
to the word, ‘values.’ Rashi’s core val-
ues really are central to everything it 
does: Limud [Learning]; Tzedek [Justice]; 
Kehillah [Community]; Kavod [Respect]; 
and Ruach Elohim [Divine Spirit]. 

“We have found that during the mid-
dle school years, it has been a delight 
to immerse our girls in a Jewish values-
based environment,” said David. “They 
have learned Jewish content of values to 

a far greater extent than any after-school 
and Sunday morning program possibly 
could have taught them.”

The annual Rashi eighth-grade trip to 
Israel is a perfect example. The students 
travel with the same friends and micro-
community with whom they have shared 

Jewish values. 
“The Rashi Israel 

trip is not like any 
other Israel trip they 
will ever take, as it 
reinforces and crystal-
lizes the values they 
have learned in their 
middle school experi-
ence,” said David. “In 
short, we found that 

the path less traveled really did make all 
the difference for our family.”

For the Neiger family, one of the most 
important criteria was to make sure the 
school was the right fit for their child. 
They wanted a school that would impart 
a love of learning while at the same time 
provide their children with the oppor-
tunity to learn Hebrew, enter into a cur-
riculum tied to the Jewish calendar, and 

uphold Jewish traditions. 
Shahar Hecht and Lior Neiger describe 

the process: “We wanted to make sure 
to ask the right questions: ‘Will this 
school be the right fit? Are the students 
really engaged? Will we make the right 
choice?’” It wasn’t a decision they entered 
into lightly. 

“Walking through Rashi’s doors for the 
first time, we wondered how we would 
know if Rashi was right for our children,” 
said Shahar. “We wanted to join the kin-
dergarteners on the carpet, write our first 
books as first-graders, learn about the 
body in fourth grade, and conduct sci-
ence experiments in the seventh grade. 
We wanted to talk with the teachers and 
learn from the students.” 

Today, their oldest child is beginning 
her final year at Rashi. The family has two 
other children at the school in grades 5 
and 3. Lior reflected upon what a good 
educational setting means to them. 

“For us, it’s important that our chil-
dren be seen for who they are as individ-
uals – to grow and develop their unique 
abilities and to be supported in their 
challenges. We want to be anchored in a 
caring community of friends, teachers, 
and families. Moreover, an environment 
that values curiosity and creativity and 
strives to develop and maintain a love of 
learning was essential to our family.” 

In the end, Lior said the decision 
was actually very simple. “We wanted to 
enroll ourselves!”

Adrien Maxx Khelemsky is the Director 
of Community Engagement, Admissions, 
at The Rashi School. She can be reached 
at 781-355-7316 or AKhelemsky@rashi.
org.
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Parents turn to The Rashi School to teach their children Jewish values

Rashi first grade teacher Janie Brauer, with students Sarah Weiner and Zachary Sherm.

Rashi’s core values really are 
central to everything it does: 

Limud [Learning]; Tzedek 
[Justice]; Kehillah [Community]; 

Kavod [Respect]; and Ruach 
Elohim [Divine Spirit]. 



By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

There are seasons when 
there are plays with Jewish 
themes by Jewish writ-

ers. This is one of them. Sept. 
24 will feature a staged reading 
of “Bereaved,” a timely recent 
play by prolific Israeli dramatist 
Joshua Sobol.

“Bereaved” focuses on two 
grieving couples – one Israeli, 
one Palestinian – each of whom 
has lost a child in the long-
standing conflict. Israeli Stage 
founder Guy Ben-Aharon, who 
is directing the Boston Seaport 
reading at District Hall (79 
Northern Ave., israelstage.com, 
617-913-9396) has high praise 
for Sobol and his effort to find a 
“third option” to reach dialogue 
between the couples. 

“Joshua Sobol reveals a com-
mon humanity on both sides of 
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict,” 
Ben-Aharon said.

The cast for this Sophocles-
recalling tragedy will include 
Israeli Stage regulars Will Lyman 
and Maureen Keiller as well as 

Lonnie Farmer and Celeste 
Oliva.

*    *    *
Getting a jump on the cur-

rent season is the Lyric Stage 
Company of Boston’s revival of 
the 1993 Tony Award-winning 
musical “Kiss of the Spider 
Woman,” which runs through 
Oct. 5 (140 Clarendon St., lyr-
icstage.com, 617-585-5678). 
Jewish collaborators John 
Kandor and Fred Ebb, both 
gay, probably identified in part 
with the show’s emotionally 
conflicted protagonist Molina, 
here played by Eddy Cavazos 
with a striking combination of 
spirit and uncertainty about his 
future.

Taavon Gamble effectively 
moves from homophobia to 
understanding as Molina’s new 
cellmate Valentin, arrested for 
working against Argentina’s fas-
cist regime.  

*    *    *
The Watertown-based New 

Repertory Theatre will present 
a very different scenario in the 
New England premiere of the 
David Meyer play “We Will Not 

Be Silent” on the mainstage of 
the Mosesian Center for the Arts 
from Oct. 13 through Nov. 4 (321 
Arsenal St., newrep.org, 617-
923-8487). This historical drama 
centers on the strength and cost 
of defiance in Nazi Germany.

*    *    *
Zeitgeist Stage Company – an 

award-winning company based 
at the Boston Center for the Arts 
– opens its regrettably last and 
10th season with a timely con-
temporary play, ”Vicuña” by Jon 
Robin Baitz. The Jewish drama-
tist employs the title image of a 
political candidate’s handmade 
suit as an iconic metaphor. The 
tailor in question wonders to 
what extent his work has con-
tributed to the nomination of 
a real estate tycoon and real-
ity television star that will call 
to mind Donald Trump in an 

America dominated by fear and 
rage. The show runs through 
Oct. 6 (539 Tremont St., zeit-
geiststage.com, 617-759-8836)

*    *    *
Last but not least is the 

Broadway in Boston extended 
tour of “Hamilton” through 
Nov. 15 at the Opera House 
(539 Washington St., bostonop-
erahouse.com, 800-982-2787).  
Fascinating fact: Alexander 
Hamilton studied the Ten 
Commandments – in Hebrew, 
no less – from a Jewish teach-
er on the Caribbean island of 
Nevis. In the brilliant Lin Manuel 
Miranda musical, there is a 
curious “Ten Commandments 
of Dueling” number. A 2019 
Harvard University press study 
will suggest that Hamilton may 
have actually been Jewish.  
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This fall, Boston theater scene has a decidedly Jewish flair

“Kiss of the Spider Woman” is now playing at the Lyric Stage Company of Boston. 



By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

There is a commandment in 
Leviticus that prohibits placing 
“stumbling blocks before the 
blind.”

Though this line has been 
subject to many interpreta-
tions, for Brett Lubarsky, associ-
ate director of the Jewish Teen 
Initiative of Boston, it’s a call to 
remove barriers for people in 
difficult situations. 

“Our tradition teaches and 
encourages us to remove the 
stumbling blocks that are before 
people,” said Lubarsky. “In the 
community, there are a number 
of teens who for any number of 
reasons have not been able to 
connect or find the right niche.”

JTI had those teens in mind 
when it partnered with the 
Ruderman Family Foundation 
to create what is known as 
the Ruderman Peer Inclusion 
Fellows for JTI’s three-year-old 
Peer Leadership Fellows pro-
gram. The new inclusion track 
helps train JTI’s Peer Fellows – 
teens in grades 10 and 11 who 
help connect other Jewish teens 
with meaningful events, proj-
ects, and groups – to remove the 
various barriers that can prevent 
full engagement.  

“There are a number of won-
derful and important programs 
and opportunities for teens with 
different types of disabilities,” 
said Lubarsky. “But no one often 
says, ‘Hey, come do this with all 
of us.’” 

Prior to the Ruderman part-
nership, JTI had to hire addi-
tional staff to support inclusion. 
Now, the new Peer Inclusion 
cohort of JTI’s Peer Fellows will 
fill that role. With help from the 

Ruderman Foundation, 10 teens 
from around the Boston area 
have been trained to serve as 
companions for teens with dis-
abilities at events where they 
might otherwise feel left out.

“This initiative is looking 
into mainstream inclusion into 
events that already exist,” said 
Lubarsky. “To give an example, 
if your temple youth group was 
having a bowling event, and 
somebody didn’t feel comfort-
able for whatever reason … hav-
ing a buddy would allow them 
to have a successful experience.” 

Lubarsky noted it remains 
to be seen if Peer Fellows will 
accompany the same teen to 
different events, or if they will 
buddy with different teens on an 
as-needed basis. 

“I think it’s really going to 
depend on the needs of the indi-
viduals,” he said. “We want to 
personalize it. I think the goal is 
to be able to develop those rela-
tionships.”  

Peer Fellows attend regular 
trainings on how to build rela-
tionships and establish trust 
with teens of all abilities. On 

Sept. 15-16, JTI welcomed its 
40 new Peer Fellows, including 
the 10 in the inclusion cohort, 
for a weekend-long training at 
the Warren Conference Center 
and Inn in Ashland. The training 
covered, among other aspects 
of community leadership and 
engagement, how to effective-
ly communicate, particular-
ly in the age of smartphones. 
Lubarsky referred to it as “rela-
tional engagement” and “sensi-
tivity training.”

“What we are encouraging 
them to do, and helping pro-
vide them with the tools and 
skills to be able to do, is to have 
conversations in real life,” said 
Lubarsky. “[We’re teaching them 
to] build relationships by listen-
ing, discussing, empathizing … 
and building connections with 
another person.” 

Much of the training incor-
porated simulated role-playing 
activities that anticipated the 
challenges they might encoun-
ter. 

The current cohort of Peer 
Leadership will begin their work 
in November. They each receive 

an annual stipend of $500, and 
it is stressed that this is a job, 
as opposed to a volunteer posi-
tion. 

According to JTI Executive 
Director Adam Smith, the inclu-

sion fellows are Peer Fellows 
who specialize in inclusion. 
“The whole infrastructure of 
peer leadership has to do with 
prioritizing relationships and 
connection first,” said Smith. 

www.rashi.org/events

Info Session & Tour: October 16 | 9:30 - 11:30 AM

It’s what we’re all about.
Open House
Sunday, September 23  Saturday, October 27
Register at www.stjohnsprep.org/visit or 978.624.1301

St. John’s Prep, 72 Spring Street, Danvers, MA 01923
A Catholic, Xaverian Brothers Sponsored School for young men in grades 6 through 12

THINKING
Grades 6 through 12

All levels, 
ages 

4 – adult

Experienced Piano Instructor
in Danvers

Suzuki & Traditional 
methods

Contact Marilyn White at mwpianostudio@aol.com
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Jewish Teen Initiative partners with  
Ruderman Foundation to break down barriers

On Sept. 15-16, 40 teens trained to become Peer Leadership Fellows.

Since time imme-
morial September 
has been ushered in 
with new sneakers, 
fresh haircuts, and 
the excitement of 
the new school year. 
Now, more than 
ever, parents have an 
abundance of choic-
es as to where to 
send their children 
– public, private, 
charter, and Jewish 
day schools among 
them. Most parents, 
like Renee and Alex Tatis of 
Swampscott, take that decision 
very seriously.

When their children were 
still in preschool at the JCC, the 
Tatises began to think about 
sending their twin daughters 
Adriana and Talia to Epstein 
Hillel School. A full year before 
the girls were to begin kinder-
garten, Renee and Alex attend-
ed the first of several events 
held for prospective parents. 
They met other families – some 
of whom were, like them, inter-
faith. They were impressed by 
both the school itself and the 
importance and philosophy of 
teaching not just the three R’s, 
but also the tools for how to be 
a good person. They were so 
struck by the sense of commu-
nity and like-mindedness of the 

other families that it 
was not long before 
they were sold.

As the parents of 
twins, they did how-
ever have some spe-
cific concerns with 
the girls entering the 
same classroom. 

Before commit-
ting to EHS, the 
Tatises shared with 
kindergarten teach-
er Barbara Sidman 
their top priority: the 
girls must be treated 

as individuals, not “the twins,” 
so they would be able to flour-
ish. Sidman listened to their 
concerns and explained that 
every student in her classroom 
was unique. She reassured 
them that her teaching practice 
ensures that every child is pro-
vided with exactly what s/he 
need as they journey through 
kindergarten. Adriana and Talia 
would each have their own indi-
vidual experiences, struggles, 
and triumphs. Today, Alex and 
Renee whole-heartedly agree 
that she was right. 

As the new school year 
begins, both Adriana and Talia 
– now in first grade – are quick 
to tell you that they adore EHS; 
and for their part, Renee and 
Alex could not be happier with 
their choice.

Tatises embrace  
Epstein Hillel experience

The Tatis family



REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

Weaver OrthOdOntics
Orthodontics for Adults, Adolescents and Children

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street  /  Swampscott, MA 01907

781-581-1550  /  www.weaverortho.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME HEALTH CARE

Specializing in private duty home care  
for over 25 years • Fully insured

TONYA NASH
Hours: 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

781-775-7284
www.TopsPassionateHomeCare.com

TOPS PASSIONATE
PRIVATE HOME CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

Home Healthcare • Nurses • PT
Pharmacists • Transportation

Companionship • Handyman Services

877-406-4245
allhourshomehealth.com

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

HOME CARE
Keeping you safe, comfortable 
and independent at home.
Let us show you how we can 
help, no matter where you  
call home. Call us today!

781-691-5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

PRIVATE HOME HEALTH CARE

JM 
Private Home Health Care Services

Your Well-Being Is Our Priority
Over 10 years experience in the industry with good rates

JOHN MULINDE 
(Home Health Care Specialist)

Waltham, MA
pmayanja@gmail.com • 617-803-6183

PRIVATE HOME CARE

339-532-7214
Personal Assistance at Home
dignitycs@gmail.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

For ALL Your 
Home Care Needs!
Delivering Excellence in 

Home Care for Over 100 Years!

781-598-2454 
www.allcare.org

VNA
Hospice

Private Services

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

HEALTH
SERVICES
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By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Their names may be famil-
iar: Eve, Sarah, Rebecca, 
Miriam, Deborah, Ruth, 

Esther. They are among the 
women of the Hebrew Bible. 

But while women are present 
throughout the Bible, the sto-
ries often are about their fathers, 
husbands, and sons. Women’s 
stories are largely hidden or 
overshadowed, leading children 
to wonder who these women 
were and why we know so little 
about them.

Along come Jane Yolen and 
Barbara Diamond Goldin, 
two masterful storytellers and 
award-winning book writers for 
children and teens. They teamed 
up for “Meet Me at the Well: The 
Girls and Women of the Bible,” 
a richly enlightening and imagi-
native treasure illustrated by Vali 
Mintzi, suited for ages 10 and 
up.

“Girls and women in the 
Hebrew Bible are strong-willed 
and tough-minded and demon-
strate faith, daring, and endur-
ance,” Yolen and Diamond 
Goldin wrote in the book’s 
introduction. “They are also 
resourceful, courageous, inven-
tive, and smart.” 

The same could be said 
about the noteworthy authors, 
who both live in Western 
Massachusetts. 

Yolen, an author of picture 
books, folk tales, and fantasy sto-
ries, is best known for her trail-
blazing Holocaust novel, “The 
Devil’s Arithmetic,” which has 

sold more than 1.8 million cop-
ies and was made into a popular 
TV film starring Kirsten Dunst. 
With more than 365 titles to her 
name, the prolific author has 
written many books with Jewish 
themes and characters, includ-
ing “Mapping the Bones,” her 
third fantasy Holocaust novel, 
and “Jewish Fairy Tale Feasts: 
A Literary Cookbook,” written 
with her adult daughter, Heidi 
Stemple. 

Diamond Goldin is con-
sidered by many as one of the 
deans of Jewish children’s litera-
ture, with popular titles includ-
ing “The Passover Cowboy,” 
“The World’s Birthday: A Rosh 
Hashanah Story,” “Cakes and 
Miracles: A Purim Tale,” and 
“Journeys with Elijah: Eight 
Tales of the Prophet.” 

In “Meet Me at the Well,” the 

pair chose 14 strong biblical 
women and set out to answer 
the question they pose in the 
opening pages: “What makes 
this woman a hero of this tale?”

Each character is accorded 
a brief introduction and a con-
densed retelling of the biblical 
story. Page layouts include sepa-
rate boxes with fascinating ques-
tions and insights, like modern-
day Talmudic commentaries 
that draw on history and ques-
tions that relate to today’s world.

In one box on Sarah, the wife 
of Abraham who gave birth to 
Isaac at an old age, readers dis-
cover traditional commentaries 
on questions including, “Why 
Does Sarah Laugh?” as refer-
enced in the biblical verse. 

In the section on Rebecca, 
one side-story addresses wheth-
er it was common for a young 
woman to be asked to give per-
mission for marriage, as hap-
pens in the Torah narrative. 

“Meet Me at the Well” soars 
beyond ho-hum biblical retell-
ings, with the curiosity, wisdom, 
and creativity of the authors. 
Diamond Goldin imagined a 
Midrash-like story for each 
woman and Yolen penned a 
poem inspired by the character. 

The colorful, vibrant illus-
trations by Jerusalem artist Vali 
Mintzi reflect the period and 
setting of each story. 

At first blush, Yolen and 
Diamond Goldin could seem 
like an odd couple for a book on 
biblical stories.

“We come from very different 
backgrounds,” Diamond Goldin 
told the Journal in a recent 

phone conversation. Diamond 
Goldin grew up in a religious-
ly observant home, attended 
Hebrew school, and graduated 
from Gratz Jewish Community 
High School just outside 
Philadelphia. She’s a longtime 
Jewish educator.

Yolen’s family celebrated 
some Jewish holidays with rela-
tives but did not join a syna-
gogue until Yolen turned 13, 
when the teen requested to be 
confirmed. She was the first girl 
at her family’s Reform congre-
gation in Westport, Conn. to 
read from the Torah. Yolen was 
intrigued by world religion, and 
at Smith College, she minored in 
religion, she said in a conversa-
tion earlier this year.

About eight years ago, Yolen, 
who had long wanted to write 
a book on women in the Bible, 
approached Diamond Goldin 
with what felt like an out-of-the 
blue-announcement, that they 
had a contract to write the book, 
Diamond Goldin recalled with 
a laugh. 

While Diamond Goldin had 

just begun a three-year gradu-
ate program in library science, 
she shared Yolen’s passion for 
the subject and embraced the 
opportunity to work with her 
friend and one-time mentor. 

Their approaches were dif-
ferent but complementary. 
“Jane is more of a storyteller. 
I approach [the stories of the 
Torah] as a holy work and don’t 
like to change things too much,” 
Diamond Goldin said. 

Now a library director in 
Southampton, Diamond Goldin 
especially enjoyed writing 
the imagined stories for each 
woman, which she described as 
a kind of “Dear Diary.” 

“I would try to imagine what 
they were feeling,” she said.

While the process had its 
occasional challenges, the 
endeavor has strengthened their 
friendship, Diamond Goldin 
said. They are enjoying them-
selves at book launch events, 
including one held at Kolbo Fine 
Judaica Gallery in Brookline.

“I had no idea we would have 
so much fun.”

Giving new meaning to the women of the Bible 

Jane Yolen Barbara Diamond Goldin

Meet Me at the Well
By Jane Yolen and  

Barbara Diamond Goldin
Illustrated by Vali Mintzi

Penguin Random House, 2018



BERNSTEIN, Elaine (Davis), 
84 – late of Lynnfield. Died on 
September 7, 2018. Wife of 
George L. Bernstein. Daughter 
of the late Harry and Bessie 
(Falk) Davis. Sister of the late 
Sheldon Davis, Steven Davis, 
and Gertrude (Davis) Gollis. Aunt 
of Samuel Gollis, Hilary Gollis, 
Harry Davis, William Davis, Joel 
Bernstein, Gary Bernstein, Lisa 
Lifer, Terri Goodman, Karen 
Bernstein, Michael Bernstein, 
Linda Bernstein, their respective 
spouses, and numerous great-
nieces and nephews. (Torf)

CHERNOBLE, Daniel M. – late 
of Waltham. Died on September 
6, 2018. Partner of Liz Brenner. 
Father of Samuel Chernoble, 
Carla Chernoble, and Jillian 
Chernoble. Brother of Jonathan 
Chernoble and Elizabeth 
Etigson. Grandfather of Asher 
and Abram. (Torf)

GOLDBERG, Harriet (Shapiro), 
87 – late of Venice, Fla., for-
merly of Lowell and Hudson, 
N.H. Died on September 4, 
2018. Wife of the late Lester 
Henry Goldberg. Mother of 
Marcie Goldberg, and David 
and his wife Peggy Goldberg. 
Grandmother of Corey and Kyle 
Goldberg. Great-grandmother 
of Alivia Goldberg. (Goldman)

INDECK, Malcolm, 90 – late of 
Peabody, formerly of Wakefield. 
Died on September 11, 2018. 
Husband of Selma (Slotnick) 
Indeck. Father of Pamela Indeck 
and Harvey E. Indeck. Brother 
of Harvey Indeck and his wife 
Dottie, and the late Albert and 
Bernard Indeck. Grandfather 
of Jacob Indeck and Cameron 
Brown. (Torf)

KUNIAN, Susan (Havian), 87 – 
late of Manchester, formerly of 
Peabody and Framingham. Died 
on September 8, 2018. Mother 
of Joan Kunian and Suzanne 
Blackburn of Portland, Maine, 
and Robin and John Murby of 
Manchester, N.H. Daughter of 
the late Joseph and Victoria 
Havian. Sister of the late 
Esther, Izzy, Rose, Rae, Louise, 
Sophie, Jackie, Victor, and 
Sally. Grandmother of Amanda 
McQuaid and Jessica Murby, 
great-grandmother of Oryah 
and Skylar McQuaid, and aunt 
of many nieces and nephews 
who called her Auntie Susie. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

PIERCE, Jonathan B., 36 – 
late of West Peabody. Died on 

September 10, 2018. Fiancé of 
Vanessa Lightbown of Danvers. 
Father of Makenna Pierce. Son 
of Bruce and Jennifer Pierce of 
W. Peabody. Brother of Justin 
Pierce and his fiancée Taylor 
Castle of Peabody, and Bradley 
Pierce of Peabody. Uncle of 
Jackson and Logan Pierce. 
Great-nephew of Barbara 
Adams of Peabody, Jacqueline 
Zoll of Maine, and Velma Perry 
of Michigan. Cousin of Heather, 
Dawn, Ruth, and Billy. Grandson 
of the late William and Mary 
Pierce and Solomon and A.J. 
Zoll. Nephew of the late 
Judy Marcos, William Pierce, 
and Jeffrey Zoll. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

POMERANZ, Selma (Fischler), 
84 – late of Woburn. Died on 
September 15, 2018. Wife of 
Stanley Pomeranz. Mother 
of Barry Pomeranz, Howard 
Pomeranz, Stacey Stevens and 
Leonard Pomeranz. (Goldman)

RICE, Golda (Marin), 92 – late 
of Peabody, formerly of North 
Andover, Henderson, Nev., and 
Malden. Died on September 9, 
2018. Wife of the late Carl Rice. 
Mother of Jack Rice, and Tova 
and her husband Leonard Bank. 
Grandmother of Karyn and her 
husband David DiNapoli, Aimee 
and her husband Douglas Fayle, 
Warren Bank, and Brian Bank. 
Great-grandmother of Mark, 

Mackenzie, Jacob, Kayla, and 
Madison. (Goldman)

TATEL, Oscar – late of Chelsea. 
Died on September 8, 2018. 
Husband of the late Pauline 
E. (Jacobson) Tatel. Father 
of Robert Tatel, and Paula 
Swiecicki and her husband 
William. Brother of Gloria Cutler. 
Grandfather of Joshua Swiecicki 
and his wife Christina, Abigail 
Wilk and her husband Jared, 
and Andrea Lustig and her hus-
band Dan. Great-grandfather of 
Cole and Grayson Wilk, and 
Gus and Rohan Lustig. Friend of 
Sharman Anderson and Jim and 
Alena Nentwig. Uncle of Nathan 
and Rachel Jacobson and other 
nieces and nephews. (Torf)

WESTERMAN, Judith S. 
(Wingert), 83 – late of 
Peabody. Died on September 
8, 2018. Wife of the late 
Jerome Westerman. Mother 
of Ann Maura Westerman 
Bloom and her husband David 
Bloom of Hudson, and Carol 
Beth Westerman and her part-
ner, the late Mark Cowart of 
Marlborough. She leaves a 
cherished exchange student, 
Mats Christensson of Malmo, 
Sweden, and her beloved cat, 
Chang. Sister of the late Mabel 
Raum, and sister-in-law of 
Fay (Westerman) Zeramby of 
Mission Viejo, Calif. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

Family-owned and operated since 1933

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS

NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

Two convenient locations servicing families throughout Greater Boston,  
North Shore, South Shore, Sharon Memorial Park and MetroWest.

Slotnick Monuments
232 Fuller Street, Everett, MA 02149
617-387-3980
Production facility / Sales office / Outdoor display 
Full service drafting and sandblasting shop

Slotnick’s MetroWest Monuments
5 Edgell Road, Suite 1
Framingham Centre, MA 01701
508-872-1400
Corporate office / Sales office / Indoor display

SC
Memorial Group

Est. 1910

Drive carefully…
               We can wait.

www.scsmg.net

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River MA 02720
10 Vinnin Street, Salem MA 01970

Peace of mind is priceless. Avoid crisis and provide 
comfort with  Advance Planning of final arrangements.

Call us today for a free Personal Planning Guide 
781-581-2300

If a death occurred yesterday... 
...what would your family be facing today?

P.O. Box 2104 (Workman’s Circle), Peabody, MA 01960
978-531-0606 ~ maplehillcemeterypeabody@gmail.com

www.maplehillcemetery.com

Marblehead Memorials
Since 1922

Monuments ~ Markers ~ Bronze 
Engraving ~ Cleaning

Marblehead Memorials 
is a top-rated monument 

business offering 
the best prices in the area.

Established since 1922, 
we have been creating 

memorial art all around 
New England.

Please contact us today and 
let us know what we can do to help.

Marblehead Memorials
Daniel J. Cedrone ~ Marblehead, MA

781.248.1374 ~ www.marbleheadmemorials.com
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NOTICES

Honor your friend  
or loved one  

with a donation to  
the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of Jewish life  

in our communities.

LEGACY

OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief 
notices for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 200 words 
cost $100; longer submis-
sions will be charged accord-
ingly. Photographs cost $25 
each. Submissions are subject 
to editing for style and space 
limitations. For further informa-
tion, contact your local funeral 
home; call Andrew at the Jewish 
Journal at 978-745-4111 x174; 
or email andrew@jewishjournal.
org.
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SEPTEMBER 23
PJ LIBRARY SUKKOT HARVEST 
CELEBRATION Join PJ Library and JCC’s 
Discovery Club for a Sukkot harvest celebration. 
For families with children 3-8 years. In case of 
inclement weather, check JCC Metro North Family 
Connection on Facebook or call 617-841-8009 
ext. 2 by 9 a.m. for program updates. For more 
information, contact metronorth@jccgb.org. 10 – 
11:30 a.m. Groundwork Somerville, 138 South St., 
Somerville.

CELEBRATE THE HARVEST AT THE 
FARM WITH PJ LIBRARY Lappin Foundation 
and Congregation Ahavas Achim invite families 
to celebrate Sukkot. Free and open to all. Story 
and songs; shake a lulav and etrog; hayride and 
apple picking. 10 - 11 a.m. In the event of rain, the 
program is canceled. RSVP to Phyllis Osher at 978-
740-4404 or email posher@lappinfoundation.org. 
Cider Hill Farm, 45 Fern Avenue, Amesbury.

INCLUSIVE KICKBALL SUNDAYS, Kickball 
on the back field with Brandon O’Donnell.  Ages 
6+. Fee: $25 per participant.  Everyone’s welcome. 
1 - 2 p.m. Also on Sept. 30th and Oct. 14th. 
JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead. 

HEALTH & WELLNESS 2018 Meet and 
talk with over 50 vendors. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
healthandwellnessshow.net. Doubletree by Hilton, 
50 Ferncroft Road, Danvers. 

SEPTEMBER 24
INCLUSIVE DANCE CLASS The JCCNS is 
teaming up with Kids in Motion Dance Studio for a 
fun-filled, skill-based, inclusive dance class. Mixed 
age groups, mixed abilities, boys and girls, open to 

dancers with and without a disability.  Classes run 
for 8 weeks.  Fee: $130. Contact Melissa Caplan 
for more information and to register at mcaplan@
jccns.com. 4:30 - 5:15 p.m. JCCNS, 4 Community 
Road, Marblehead. 

SEPTEMBER 26
YOU, ME AND THEM A monthly book 
discussion group that hopes to facilitate discussion 
about social values using popular literature. All are 
welcome to participate. There will be reading of 
“The Boston Girl” by Anita Diamant.  Copies will 
be available at the desk. 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Contact: 
Diane Wallace at 617-846-1703 or wallace@
noblenet.org. winthroppubliclibrary.org. Winthrop 
Public Library, 2 Metcalf Sq., Winthrop. 

SEPTEMBER 27
STANDING WITH ISRAEL IN 2018: 
Challenges and Opportunities. Presented by 
Hadassah Northeast. Learn the facts about Israel; 
how to advocate for Israel; how to use social media 
to influence the narrative about Israel. 7 p.m. To 
register, visit hadassah.org/events/standwithisrael, 
or email hne@hadassah.org. Call 781-455-9055.  
JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

SEPTEMBER 29
MY BABI YAR, Unfinished film by George 
Melsky. Join Center Makor to help fund to 
complete the film. In the program: memorial 
ceremony to commemorate the 77th anniversary 
of the tragedy, screening of the film; Q&A session 
with the director. 7:30 p.m., requested donation 
- $20; seniors and students - $15. Donate here: 
centermakor.org/event/my-babi-yar. Center Makor: 
The Campus, 384 Harvard St., Brookline.

Looking Ahead
September - December 2018. 

Generously sponsored by 
Sharon and Howard Rich.

The JCCNS’s Jewish Book 
Month is an annual series of 
events where authors discuss 
their books and related topics, 
answer questions, and sell and 
autograph books. Featuring 
this year best-selling authors 
Martin Fletcher, Jenna Blum 
and Meredith Goldstein. For 
ticket packages call 781-476-
9909 or go to jccns.org. 

Opening Night: After Anatevka
Join us for a unique theatrical performance with Grammy-
nominated actress, singer and author Alexandra Silber. 

Silber will read from “After Anatevka,” a novel she was 
inspired to write after playing the role of Tzeitel in the most 

recent Broadway revival of “Fiddler on the Roof,” and perform a 
repertoire of original songs written by Broadway composers. Silber has 
starred in productions from New York City to London’s West End. 7:30 
- 9:30 p.m. $25 per person, includes reception. Congregation Shirat 
Hayam, 55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott.

SEPT
26

JEWISH BOOK MONTH Speaker Series

answer questions, and sell and 



EPSTEIN HILLEL SCHOOL
PRESENTS

AT THE HISTORIC CABOT THEATER, BEVERLY

Please email jrosen@epsteinhillel.org or call 781.639.2880 
for tickets and more information.

 Je
wi

sh
 Book Month Speaker SeriesMJ

SPEAKER SERIES
BJCCNS

2 0 1 8

GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY:
2018-2019 CULTURAL BENEFACTOR 

SHARON AND HOWARD RICH

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE VISIT 
JCCNS.ORG OR CALL 781-476-9909.

SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 2018

JBM 2018 OPENS 
ON WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 26TH

Don’t miss this unique theatrical performance with Grammy-
nominated actress, singer and author, Alexandra Silber!

Silber will also read from After Anatevka, a novel she was 
inspired to write after playing the role of Tzeitel in the most 
recent Broadway revival of Fiddler on the Roof.

TIME: 7:30 PM
LOCATION: Congregation Shirat Hayam 
PRICE: $25 per person, includes reception

Week of Friday, Sept 21, 2018 through Thursday, Sept 27, 2018

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

THE PREDATOR (R) 
Fri: (4:45), 7:15, 9:50  •  Sat: (11:45 AM), 

(2:15), (4:45), 7:15, 9:50
Sun: (11:45 AM), (2:15), (4:45), 7:15

Mon & Tue: (4:45), 7:15
Wed: (4:15), 6:15  •  Thu: (4:45), 7:15

A SIMPLE FAVOR (R) 
Fri: (4:15), 6:45, 9:30  •  Sat: (11:10 AM), 

(1:40), (4:15), 6:45, 9:30
Sun: (11:10 AM), (1:40), (4:15), 6:45

Mon - Thu: (4:15), 6:45

LET THE CORPSES TAN 
(LAISSEZ BRONZER LES CADAVRES!) (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

Fri: (4:50), 7:20, 9:30
Sat: (12:15), (4:50), 7:20, 9:30

Sun: (12:15), (4:50), 7:20
Mon - Thu: (4:50), 7:20

BLACKkKLANSMAN (R) 
Fri: (4:15), 7:00, 9:45

Sat: (11:00 AM), (1:35),  
(4:15), 7:00, 9:45

Sun: (11:00 AM), (1:35), (4:15), 7:00
Mon - Thu: (4:15), 7:00

THIS PERFECT PLACE: 
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
(NR) 

Mon - Thu: 4:30 PM

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

Fri: 6:30 PM
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 6:30
Mon - Thu: 6:30 PM

Visit our website for other showtimes

CALENDAR  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – SEPTEMBER 20, 2018 17

SEPTEMBER 30
10TH ANNUAL WALK FOR 
LIVING, sponsored by Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare. Over the past decade, 
the Walk for Living has raised over $1.6 
million dollars for individuals living with 
ALS and MS. Last year, a portion of 
the donations went towards a week-
long trip to Disney World for the ALS 
residents and their families. With three 
caretakers for every resident, vans 
of medical equipment and extensive 
preparation, it was a logistical 
challenge. But what an amazing trip! 
The looks on the faces of residents and 
their families were truly unforgettable. 
Contributions can be mailed to Walk 
for Living, c/o Chelsea Jewish Lifecare, 
165 Captains Row, Chelsea, MA 02150.

PJ LIBRARY SHAKE IT UP  
PJ Library families are invited for a 
morning of fun at PJ Library Shake 
It Up on Sukkot. Families will enjoy 
music, stories, a craft and shake the 
lulav and etrog.  A free pizza lunch in 
the “hut” will be provided. 11 a.m. – 12 
p.m. For more information or to RSVP, 
contact Phyllis Osher at 978-740-4404 
or posher@lappinfoundation.org.  
Walk-ins are welcome. Temple B’nai 
Abraham, 200 Lothrop St., Beverly.  

SUKKAH HOP Chabad & The 
NSJCC invite you to Hop Till You Drop.
Hop from sukkah to sukkah, from your 
car or our trolley. Three sukkah’s; 
three stops. Stop 1: the Blue’s sukkah- 
shakshukah, salads & falafel; stop 2: 
the Butter’s sukkah – pizza, tomato 
soup, & butternut squash soup; stop 3: 
the Bruner’s sukkah – s’mores & fruit; 

stop 4: Chabad - coffee tea & cake - 
flag-making. $10 per person - includes 
trolley ride, lunch & crafts. Family – 
max $36. Starts at Chabad of Peabody, 
682 Lowell St., Peabody. Must RSVP for 
trolley, space is limited. 12:30 – 2:30 
p.m. jewishpeabody.com.

OCTOBER 4
THE BLEEDING EDGE FOR 
JAZZ ORCHESTRA presented by 
Jazz Composers Alliance. Featuring the 
JCA Orchestra in Concert at Berklee 
Performance Center. This concert will 
be recorded for album release, with the 
assistance of a recording grant from the 
Aaron Copland Foundation. Featured 
will be new music for jazz orchestra by 
resident composers trombonists David 
Harris, Darrell Katz, director of the JCA, 
Mimi Rabson and Bob Pilkington. It is 
a one of a kind ensemble with its own 
unique way of approaching both written 
and improvised music and delights in 
blending the two in new ways. $15 or 
$10 if picked up at least a day before 
show and area available at the BPC box 
office or online at berklee.edu/bpc. 8 
p.m. The Berklee Performance Center, 
130 Mass Ave., Boston. 

OCTOBER 7
DANCING WITH THE STARS 
A dinner hosted by Connections, a 
Widow, Widowers & Singles Group. 
Join Congregation Shirat Hayam for 
an opportunity to meet and mingle. 
Pre-paid registration $18, make your 
reservations online at shirathayam.
org. $25 at the door. 55 Atlantic Ave., 
Swampscott.

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4 PM, Monday –Thursday 7AM - 7 PM, Friday 7 AM - 4 PM,                              
Closed Saturday.                      

Free Parking 

Zayde’s Market                       
                               Where Quality & Kosher Meet 

    www.zaydesmarket.com           781-828-3530 

Every Tuesday                                 
Pizza in the Park                               

at                                        
New Cold Spring Park  
Farmer’s Market                            

1200 Beacon St.                                  
Starting October 9                                           

1:30 PM - 6:00PM                            

We Cater 

This Is Why We Work Hard                                   
Everyday For Our Customers 

 
2018 Reader’s Choice Awards 

Regional Gold Caterer 
Regional Gold Deli 

Regional Silver Butcher Shop 
Regional Bronze Fish Market 
#1 Choice Butcher in Canton 

#1 Choice Fish Market in Canton 
#1  Choice Bakery in Canton 

#1 Choice Deli in Canton 
#1 Choice Caterer in Canton 

 
Delivery Fees of $5.00 and up                                                    

See our Web site & Facebook page 

This Is Why We Work Hard                                   

Journalism matters.
Donate to the Jewish Journal today. Visit our home page 

at jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111.



ANDOVER – Chabad Lubavitch 
of Merrimack Valley, 310 North 
Main Street. Rabbi Asher Bronstein. 
Friday night, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Chabad 
of North Andover branch, Rabbi 
Zalman Borenstein. chabadmv.com. 

ANDOVER – Congregation Beth 
Israel of the Merrimack Valley,  
6 Dundee Park, Suite 301, Andover. 
Rabbi Howard Mandell. Friday night 
services, musical Shabbat with 
dinner twice a month. 978-474-
0540. Email office@BethIsraelMV.
org. bethisraelmv.org.

ANDOVER – Temple Emanuel 
Andover, 7 Haggetts Pond Road. 
Rabbi Robert Goldstein. Cantor Idan 
Irelander. Friday night services  
7 p.m. Beginning Friday, August 24, 
Friday night Shabbat services start 
at 6:00 p.m. Saturday minyan at 9 
a.m. templeemanuel.net. 

BEVERLY – Temple B’nai Abraham, 
200 East Lothrop Street. Rabbi 
Alison Adler. Friday, 7 p.m., 
Saturday, 9 a.m. tbabeverly.org. 

CHELSEA – Walnut Street 
Synagogue, 145 Walnut 
Street. Rabbi Lila Kagedan. The 
Walnut Street Synagogue is the 
inclusive and diverse home of 
Congregation Agudas Shalom. 
walnutstreetsynagogue.com.

CHELSEA – Temple Emmanuel 
Chelsea, 60 Tudor Street. Rabbi/
Cantor Oksana Chapman. Friday 
night, twice a month, first and third 
Fridays. 617-889-1736. facebook.
com/TempleEmmanuelChelsea.

NORTH CHELMSFORD – 
Congregation Shalom, 87 
Richardson Road. Rabbi Shoshana 
Perry. Friday night services at 6, 
7, or 8 p.m. (time determined by 
variant for that week), Friday Tot 
Shabbats at 6:15 p.m., once a 
month. congregationshalom.org. 

GLOUCESTER – Temple Ahavat 
Achim, 86 Middle Street. Rabbi 
Steven Lewis; no cantor. Friday 
night services, first Friday of every 
month; every Saturday at 9 a.m. 
978-281-0739. Taagloucester.org. 

HAVERHILL – Temple Emanu-El 
Haverhill, 514 Main Street. Cantor 
Vera Broekhuysen, spiritual leader, 
assisted by Rabbinic Intern Mona 
Strick. Services every Saturday 
morning at 9:30 a.m., special 
Friday night services at 7 p.m. 

TempleEmanu-el.org.

LOWELL – Temple Emanuel of 
Merrimack Valley, 101 West Forest 
Street. Rabbi Robin Sparr. Friday 
night services September-June, at 
7:30 p.m. temv.org. 

MALDEN – Congregation Agudas 
Achim-Ezrath Israel, 245 Bryant 
Street. Sexton Wayne Freedman. 
Cantorial soloist Phyllis Werlin. 
Saturday services at 9:30 a.m. 
followed by Kiddush. aa-ei.org.   

MARBLEHEAD – Congregation 
Ahabat Sholom, 1 Community Road.

MARBLEHEAD – Temple Emanu-El, 
393 Atlantic Avenue. Rabbi David 
Meyer. Music specialist Jon Nelson. 
Friday night services 6 p.m. emanu-
el.org. 

MARBLEHEAD – Temple Sinai,  
1 Community Road, Marblehead.  
Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez; 
Cantor David Aronson.  Friday 
night services at 6:00 p.m.,  
Saturday services at 9:30 a.m.  
templesinaiweb.org.

MEDFORD – Temple Shalom of 
Medford, William and Charlotte 
Bloomberg Community Center, 475 
Winthrop Street. Rabbi Braham 
David. Cantor Howard Stern. Friday 
night services at 7:30 p.m., followed 
by oneg shabbat; Saturday morning 
at 10 a.m., followed by kiddush 
lunch. templeshalommedford.org. 

MELROSE – Temple Beth Shalom, 
21 East Foster Street. Rabbi Arnold 
M. Fertig. Cantorial soloist Beth 
Purcell. tbsma.org.

NEWBURYPORT – Congregation 
Ahavas Achim, 53½ Washington 
Street. Rabbi Benjamin Resnick. No 
cantor. Services Saturday at 9 a.m. 
All are welcome. Caanewburyport.
org.

PEABODY – Chabad Lubavitch of 
Peabody, 682 Lowell Street. Rabbi 
Nechemia and Raizel Schusterman. 
JewishPeabody.com.

PEABODY – Congregation Sons 
of Israel, Park and Spring Streets. 
Spiritual leader Seth Landau. 
First Friday monthly, at 7:30 
p.m., Saturday, Sunday, at 9 a.m. 
peabodycsi.org. 

PEABODY – Congregation Tifereth 
Israel, 8 Pierpont Street. No rabbi 
or cantor. Services led by shul 

president Elliot Hershoff and soloist 
Joanne Pressman. Friday services 
once a month. 978-531-8135. 
ctipeabody.org. 

PEABODY – Temple Tiferet 
Shalom, 489 Lowell Street. Rabbi 
David Kudan. Music Director Bryna 
Tabasky. July and August only, 
Friday night Shabbat at 7:00 p.m., 
7:30 p.m. for the rest of the year. 
Saturday morning Service, Snack, 
and Study at 9:30 a.m. 978-535-
2100. templetiferetshalom.org.

PEABODY – Temple Ner 
Tamid, 368 Lowell Street. Rabbi 
Richard Perlman. Cantor Stephen 
Abramowitz. Friday night at 8 p.m., 
unless otherwise stated. Evening 
Minyans Sunday-Thursday 7:30 
p.m. Morning Minyans Saturday 
9:30 a.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
templenertamid.org. 

REVERE – Temple B’nai Israel 
Revere, One Wave Ave., Revere. 
Reb Misha Clebaner. Cantorial 
soloist Jake Harris. Friday night 
services 7 p.m., unless stated 
otherwise. tbirevere.org.

SAUGUS – Congregation Ahavas 
Sholom, 343 Central Street. Cantor 
Joel Davidson, High Holidays only. 
Learned fellow, Michael Simons. 
Friday night services, once a month, 
second Friday of the month. 781-
231-3562.

SWAMPSCOTT – Chabad 
Lubavitch of the North Shore, 44 
Burrill Street. Rabbi Yossi Lipsker 
and Layah Lipsker. Rabbi Shmaya 
Friedman. 781-581-3833. nsjewish.
com.

SWAMPSCOTT – Congregation 
Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Avenue. 
Rabbi Michael Ragozin. Cantor Alty 
Weinreb. Friday night at 6 p.m. 
Saturday services. shirathayam.org. 

WAKEFIELD – Temple Emmanuel, 
120 Chestnut Street. Rabbi Greg 
Hersh. Weekly Shabbat services 
will reconvene in September: Friday 
nights at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday 
mornings at 9:30 a.m., on the first 
and third Saturdays of the month. 
Tot Shabbats are held on the second 
Saturday at 9:30 a.m., with an 
alternative Shabbat on the fourth 
Saturday morning at 9:30 p.m. 781-
245-1886. info@WakefieldTemple.
org. facebook.com/wakefieldtemple. 
wakefieldtemple.org.

WINTHROP – Temple Tifereth 
Israel Winthrop, 93 Veterans Road. 
Rabbi Moshe Givental. Cantor Craig 
Mael. Saturday services at 9:30 
a.m., followed by a kiddush. Sunday 
services at 8:30 a.m., followed by a 
breakfast. Friday night services once 
a month. 617-846-1390. Jewish-
Winthrop.org.

To list your organization’s events or 
to change any information, contact 
Steve at rosenberg@jewishjournal.
org.

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington Street, Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Free parking ~ Closed Saturdays

V EVENT PLANNING V

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top Call 978-356-2050

Book for the Fall/Holiday season
10% OFF!

V Corporate events V Weddings V 
V Private functions V

V Full Bar service available V

Customizable, Personal
THE PERFECT VENUE 

FOR YOUR EVENT

CONTACT US AT 781.273.1916 OR
PRIVATEEVENTS@CAFEESCADRILLE.COM

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ
BURLINGTON, MA

781-395-8888 x332

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise, contact lois@jewishjournal.org, marcy@jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111.

FABULOUS FALL FASHIONS arriving!

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA ~ 781-289-3672
By Appointment | Entrance at Rear of House | Major Credit Cards

Extraordinary, Contemporary 
Clothing for Today’s Woman

You Will Love
Our Clothes!
Call today …

for an appointment!

Selma’sSelma’s

FALL 
IN LOVE with our …

Sweaters, 
Tops, Pants and More!

Casual Daytime Wear to 
Black Tie Party Wear

* Selected Merchandise

FINE CHINESE CUISINE
373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Join us for our Italian-themed Wine Dinner  
on Sept. 24th at 6:30 p.m.

Payment required by Sept. 21st ~ All-inclusive $85

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200

Live Music from 6:30-8:30 on Wednesdays
SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm

Luncheon Specials:  MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm
TEL 978-531-3366  •  FAX 978-531-3060  •  www.suchangspeabody.com

Sunday, Sept. 23, 2018
 10:00am - 3:00pm

 

Meet And Talk With Over 50 Vendors

  
 

 

        
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Contact Walter (508) 460-6656 or 
waltershowphotoart@gmail.com

HealthAndWellnessShow.net

— FEATURING —
Acupuncturists
At Home Care
Chiropractors
Craniosacral Therapy
Dentist
Essential Oils
Financial Health
Genetics Testing
Grounding Mat
Hair Replacement
Health Advocate
Health Clubs
Health Coaches
Healthy Eating

Hearing Aids
Indoor Air Quality
Massage
Nutritional Response Testing
Personal Trainers
Reflexology
Reiki
Skin Products
Specialty Foods
Specialty Footwear
Specialty Mattresses
Vitamins & Supplements
Water Purification
Weight Loss

Health & Wellness 2018 
FALL Show

 Doubletree By Hilton • 50 Ferncroft Road Danvers, MA

2 FREE admissions with this Pass!

FREE

Screenings
Buy &SampleProducts
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Temple listings
Temples are listed alphabetically, by city.

Shabbat  
Candle Lighting

Friday, Sept. 21 ~ 6:23 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 28 ~ 6:11 p.m.



A recent multi-generation-
al gathering of more than 300 
people celebrated the best of 
the North Shore’s Jewish com-
munity at Lappin Foundation’s 
2018 Youth to Israel Adventure 
(Y2I) Welcome Home Event in 
honor of the 100 teens who went 
to Israel with Y2I. Some of the 
teens, who recently returned 
from their life-changing Y2I 
Israel Adventure, shared their 
post-trip reflections, expressing 
the positive impact of Israel on 
their Jewish identity. 

During the event, the 
Foundation recognized leaders 
of all ages for their leadership 
and commitment to the Jewish 
community.  The 2018 Y2I Award 
was presented to Phyllis Sagan 
of Swampscott in recognition of 
her leadership and her volunteer 
efforts in service to the Jewish 

community. Other award recipi-
ents included: Korey Cohan of 
Marblehead, Exceptional Teen 
Israel Advocate Award; Dr. 
Joshua Gershlak, formerly of 
Peabody, Notable Y2I Alumnus 
Award; and John P. French, of 
blessed memory, the Friend of 
Israel Award.

Foundation President Robert 
I. Lappin gave an inspiring 
speech, reminding teens to be 
proud of being Jewish and to 
stay Jewish. Lappin expressed 
his heartfelt thanks to parents 
of interfaith families for raising 
their children Jewish, adding 
they are truly his heroes.

Lappin Foundation’s Youth 
to Israel Adventure, which is 
generously supported by CJP, is 
the only fully subsidized com-
munity teen Israel experience in 
North America.  “We are work-

ing at the highest levels of the 
national Jewish community and 
the Israeli government to repli-
cate what we are doing in every 
Jewish community,” said Lappin.  
“The teen Israel experience is 
the most effective tool we have 
to reverse the tide of assimila-
tion, build strong connections 
between Israel and the Jewish 
community in the Diaspora, and 

assure Jewish continuity.”  
Registration is open for 2019 

Y2I, which is open to Jewish 
high school sophomores and 
juniors who live in or are affili-
ated with a Jewish organization 
in the Foundation’s service area.  
For more information contact 
Sharon Wyner at 978-565-4450 
or email swyner@lappinfounda-
tion.org.

Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

INTRODUCING SINGLE MEN TO SINGLE WOMEN

GENERAL ADMISSION $30 | TICKETS ON EVENTBRITE@JYSDE
1- 866-800-7111  |  WWW.JYSDE.COM

The Fours, 166 Canal St., Boston, MA 02114
Doors Open at 5:30 pm / First Date at 6 pm

NEW TO THE JOURNAL

I BUY BOOKS
N Antique books n

N Leather-bound books n
N Books with colored plates n
N Modern first editions n

N 1930’s-1960’s books with dust jackets n
Call 978-858-0781

Karaoke on
Fridays and

Saturdays from
8:30 pm to
12:30 am!

ORDER ONLINE AT: 
www.fantasyislandsalem.com

516 Loring Avenue, Salem
Tel: (978) 745-1700 

Fax: (978) 740-9121
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Phyllis Sagan, recipient of Lappin Foundation’s 2018 Youth to Israel 
Award for Leadership, is pictured with her granddaughter Lily 
McGuirk and daughter Shari Sagan McGuirk.

James Rudolph 
named Fellow of the 
Construction Lawyers 

Society of America

James Rudolph, managing 
partner of Rudolph Friedmann 
LLP, has been selected as a Fellow 
of the Construction Lawyers 
Society of America (CLSA). The 
CLSA is an invitation-only inter-
national honorary association 
composed of preeminent law-
yers specializing in construction 
law and related fields.  

In addition to construc-
tion law, Rudolph focuses his 
practice on complex business 
litigation; commercial transac-
tions, including bank workouts, 
and matters involving creditors 
and debtors rights; real estate; 
construction law; business 
divorces; contract disputes; 
shareholder rights and employ-
ment law. Rudolph has played 
a significant role in numerous 
industry, community and non-
profit organizations. Rudolph is 
also a member of the board of 
the Massachusetts Restaurant 
Association, the chairman of the 
Board of Overseers of the Anti-
Defamation League, vice presi-
dent of The Governor’s Academy 
Board of Trustees, a member 
of the Marblehead Zoning 
Board of Appeals, a member 
of the Board of Directors of 
the North Shore Chamber of 
Commerce, and a member of 
the Massachusetts Commission 
Against Discrimination (MCAD) 
Advisory Board. 

The Sneierson fam-
ily proudly announce the 
birth of Sophie Isabelle to 
Rebecca and Sam Sneierson 
of Danvers on July 17, 2018.

Sophie is the grand-
daughter of Helaine and Bill 
Sneierson of Swampscott and 
Bethany and Dave Kramer 
of Huntington Woods, 
Michigan. 

She is also the great-grand-
daughter of Dr. Noel and 
Deborah Rose of Brookline. 

May she have a long and 
happy life! 

Lappin Foundation honors teens and leaders

It’s a girl!

Benjamin A. Ring, son of Susan 
and Steven Ring of Peabody, was 
recently promoted to colonel, 
US Army, at a ceremony held at 
Fort Gordon, GA. In addition, 
Colonel Ring completed his Ph.D. 
in Computer Science from Johns 
Hopkins University in 2017. He 
is married to Lt. Col. Ramit Ring 
and they have three children: Sara 
(16), Jacob (13) and Samuel (4). 
They presently live in Maryland.

Colonel Ring is a 1988 gradu-
ate of Cohen Hillel Academy and 
a 1992 graduate of St. John’s Prep, 
where he was inducted into the 
Prep Hall of Fame in 2004. He is 
a Distinguished Honor graduate 
of the US Military Academy at 
West Point, with a bachelor’s in 
computer science. He was com-
missioned as an Armor Officer 
upon graduation in 1996.

After graduation, Colonel 
Ring served tours in Bosnia and 
Kosovo as part of the NATO 
Cease Fire accord and then com-
manded both a Headquarters 
company and an Armor com-
pany to include combat deploy-
ment to Iraq. Following that, he 
earned his master’s in Computer 
Science from Boston University 
and then taught at West Point 
receiving his assistant professor 
promotion. He then deployed 
to Afghanistan serving as Senior 

Systems Manager for Task Force 
101, Regional Coalition Forces 
East. 

His military decorations 
include the Defense and Army 
Meritorious Service Medals, 
the Combat Action Badge, the 
Parachute and Air Assault Badges 
and the Bronze Star for excep-
tional meritorious service during 
combat and stability operations 
in Iraq.

For the past 12 years, Colonel 
Ring has been the head coach 
for the US Armed Forces Judo 
Team. He holds a third degree 
black belt in Judo. During his ten-
ure at West Point, he served as 
academy head judo coach and 
led the Academy to its first ever 

USA Scholastic Collegiate Judo 
National Championships in 2009.

Colonel Ring is a member of 
several technical Honor Societies 
and has published in both tech-
nical and leadership journals. 
In July, he was assigned to the 
United States Cyber Command 
(CYBERCOM) at Fort Meade, MD, 
where he is the Director of the 
Applied Research Directorate in 
examining the role of Artificial 
Intelligence and Machine 
Learning systems in future mili-
tary operations. In addition, he 
was selected to attend the Army’s 
War College for senior military 
leaders and is serving a 10-month 
program as a National Security 
Agency (NSA) Cyber Fellow.

Lt. Col. Ramit Ring, Samuel Ring, Colonel Benjamin Ring, Jacob Ring, 
Sara Ring, Susan Ring and Steven Ring.

Ring promoted to colonel
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‘Obstacles to peace’
from page 7

Oslo
from page 7

parts of the West Bank and Gaza 
in 1994, both Arafat’s Fatah 
Party and his Hamas rivals 
began a bloody campaign of 
terrorism. At the time of Rabin’s 
tragic assassination, polls 
showed a majority of Israelis – 
and not just the settlers – agreed 
with Netanyahu because they 
already understood that allow-
ing the PLO to set up shop in 
the country had led to more 
bloodshed with little hope of 
the peace they had been prom-
ised, a point the filmmakers 
never honestly address.

The events of the next few 
years would explode the Oslo 
concept. Israeli governments, 
including the one led by 
Netanyahu, continued to nego-
tiate with the Palestinians and 
grant them control over more 
territory. Nor, contrary to popu-
lar belief, did they sanction the 
building of new settlements, 
whose numbers have remained 
more or less frozen since then.

But Arafat’s goals never 
changed. In 2000, at a summit 
at Camp David, when Israeli 
Prime Minister Ehud Barak 
offered Arafat statehood and 
control over almost all of the 
West Bank, Gaza and a share of 
Jerusalem (terms that Rabin had 
said were unimaginable even 
after Oslo), the Palestinians said 
no and soon launched anoth-
er even more destructive ter-
ror campaign. That pattern has 

continued under Arafat’s suc-
cessor, Mahmoud Abbas, who 
also rejected peace offers as the 
toll of lives lost due to post-Oslo 
terrorism enabled by the agree-
ment ran into the thousands on 
both sides. The 2005 withdraw-
al from Gaza – ironically, one 
of the first proposals floated by 
the Israelis during the secret 
talks in Norway – led to the 
creation of the current Hamas 
terror state.

But none of that is allowed to 
challenge the illusion that the 
peace plan would have worked 
had not the settlers violently 
opposed it as the film posits.

Neither side has a monop-
oly on truth or on suffering. 
Palestinians, including chil-
dren, continue to be incited 
by Fatah and sacrificed by 
Hamas. Like Ari Fuld’s murder, 
those deaths are a tragedy we 
should all mourn and seek to 
prevent. But when films like 
“Oslo Diaries” uphold false nar-
ratives rather than the truth, 
they become an obstacle to a 
necessary and more historically 
accurate analysis of the political 
culture that produced Arafat, 
Abbas, Hamas and modern-day 
teenagers who stab Israelis in 
cold blood in the street.

Jonathan S. Tobin is edi-
tor in chief of JNS – Jewish 
News Syndicate. Follow him on 
Twitter at: @jonathans_Tobin.

course I’m disappointed with 
them. But I need a border, 
because I am worried about my 
side, not them….’”

Many otherwise pro-peace 
Israelis have rethought their 
stance. They have come to feel 
that perhaps the time is not 
right or that Palestinian and 
Israeli leaders are stringing them 
along or that the two peoples 
have moved hopelessly apart. In 
short, they’ve come to accept 
that the dispute is, at least for 
now, unsolvable and should 
instead simply be managed.

Other former peaceniks, 
though, are now intent on a 
unilateral move – for example 
by withdrawing from the West 
Bank except for the major settle-
ment blocs near the 1949 armi-
stice lines. Even many in today’s 
Labor Party feel this way, leaving 
Meretz, the Zionist party farthest 
to the left in the current Knesset, 
still calling for peace talks before 
any moves are made.

Opponents point to the uni-
lateral 2005 withdrawal from 
the Gaza Strip and the rockets 
and mortar shells – and, more 
lately, the incendiary balloons 
and kites – still heading toward 
Israel from the other side. All this 
is proof, they say, that unilateral 
moves not only don’t work, they 
deepen Israel’s danger.

On the ground, though, the 
end result of Oslo has some 95 
percent of Palestinians in the 
West Bank, and all of those in 
the Gaza Strip, living under 
Palestinian rule. This has been 
a plus for Israel, which no longer 
has to feed, clothe or heal them, 
although it has made the job 
of intelligence gathering harder 
and allowed the Palestinians to 
develop rockets and other weap-
ons virtually unimpeded.

On the other hand, Israel’s 
participation in Oslo paved the 
way for new diplomatic and eco-
nomic benefits that continue 
to this day. So it is what it is: 
You can view it as a failure or 
even disaster, especially for the 
approximately 1,500 Israelis who 
have died in post-Oslo violence, 
or you can see it as proving that 
people who once thought them-
selves intractable enemies can 
at least find themselves sitting 
down and giving peace a try 
– and doing so to the world’s 
appreciation.

Clearly, Oslo is a Rorschach 
test: You see in it what you wish 
to see, or at least what your mind 
tells you to see. If Oslo has a 
legacy, that’s about it.

Lawrence Rifkin is the 
Journal’s special correspondent 
in Jerusalem. 

sukkah, a lulav, and an etrog (a combination which 
costs around $400.) Any family who requested it 
received a sukkah-building kit, shipped directly 
to their home. Participating families were then 
required to attend an educational course about 
Sukkot.

The program was an immediate success. 
According to Debbie Coltin, executive director of 
the Lappin Foundation, 104 families signed up in 
just the first year. Since then, over 422 sukkahs have 
been distributed throughout the North Shore. Even 
though the Sukkat Shalom program does not run 
every year due to limited funding, it has aruably led 
to a new consciousness and excitement around the 
holiday of Sukkot. Not only are there more sukkahs 
in homes, Sukkot has become a major event on the 
Jewish calendar of the North Shore. Synagogues 
such as Ahavat Achim in Gloucester now hold 
“sukkah crawls,” and Congregation Shirat Hayam 
holds an entire Sukkot carnival, complete with a 
petting zoo and a ride inside a sukkah attached 
to a bike steered by Rabbi Michael Ragozin. While 
synagogues had sukkahs before the Sukkat Shalom 
program, the programs were not as extravagant and 
creative as they are today.

“It’s my opinion that the overwhelming major-
ity of families, if not all of them, would not have 
a sukkah if not for Sukkat Shalom,” said Coltin. 
“The Lappin Foundation made it affordable, easy, 
accessible, and convenient for families to bring this 
beautiful festival home.”

Sara Lee Callahan, of Swampscott, agrees. 
Callahan can still remember the Sukkot celebra-

tions of her Chelsea childhood. “My grandfather 
built a sukkah right into the house,” she said. 
“[There were] different rabbis there, all arguing dif-
ferent parts of the Torah, and the women would be 
running back and forth with food while [the rabbis] 
solved all the problems of the world. Sukkot was a 
time where people could take a breath … relax, and 
really discuss the Torah.” 

As time went on, and more and more of Callahan’s 
friends moved out of Chelsea into the suburbs, she 
started seeing fewer sukkahs. “By the time people 
got to the ’50s and ’60s, they  weren’t celebrating 
[Sukkot] anymore,” she said. In 2001, after Callahan 
and her family had moved to Swampscott, she 
started hearing about a new program called Sukkat 
Shalom run by the Lappin Foundation that was giv-
ing away sukkahs to families for free. She received a 
sukkah kit, assembled it, and then donated it to her 
synagogue, Temple Emmanuel of Chelsea, where it 
remains today. 

Sharon Ariely of Swampscott has fond childhood 
memories of Sukkot in Israel. However, her obser-
vance of the holiday fell to the wayside for a few 
years until her two daughters, who attend Epstein 
Hillel, began asking her for a sukkah. “Lappin made 
it easy to receive one,” she said. “The sukkah was 
shipped to us directly. My husband enjoys build-
ing it with our daughters, and it is very simple and 
straightforward.” 

Stacey Comito of Peabody always thought a 
sukkah was a great place for family and friends to 
gather. “It has become a tradition for [my husband 
Bob] and my son to build every year,” said Comito. 
“We have a large garden, and use homegrown veg-
etables for decorations and corn stalks for the roof 
from our garden. We try to have as many meals 
inside as possible.” 

Although the Sukkat Shalom program is not sub-
sidizing sukkahs this year, the Lappin Foundation 
is sponsoring PJ Library (an organization that mails 
a Jewish-themed book or CD each month to fami-
lies with young children) programs at temples and 
JCCs. On Sept. 23, the Lappin Foundation and PJ 
Library will host a “Celebrate the Harvest at the 
Farm” event at the Cider Hill Farm in Amesbury, 
which feature stories, songs, a hayride, and apple 
picking.  On Sept. 30 at Temple B’nai Abraham, the 
Lappin Foundation and PJ Library will celebrate 
Sukkot for young families with music, stories, and a 
free pizza lunch. Also on Sept. 30, at the JCC of the 
North Shore, there will be a reading in a sukkah of 
“The Vanishing Gourds: A Sukkot Mystery.” 

Robert Lappin, the founder and chair of the 
Lappin Foundation, is proud of the work that 
Sukkat Shalom has done. “Sukkat Shalom was cre-
ated to fulfill our mission of enhancing Jewish 
identity across generations by providing an excit-
ing, authentic, and positive Jewish experience for 
families,” he said. “Celebrating Sukkot is about get-
ting back to our Jewish roots and experiencing and 
appreciating the role and power of nature through 
a Jewish lens.”

Lappin Foundation helps reinvigorate Sukkot
from page 1

Under the Lappin Foundation’s Sukkat Shalom 
program, 422 sukkahs have been built on the 
North Shore since 2000.

Celebrate Sukkot
Ahavat Achim

Sukkah Crawl
Sept. 25 at 4 p.m.

86 Middle S., Gloucester Bus will leave Temple 
Ahavat Achim at to go to four different sukkahs. 
Free. RSVP to Natalia.taaoffice@gmail.com.

Chabad  of the North Shore
Sukkot Carnival

Sept. 27 at 4:30 p.m.

44 Burrill St., Swampscott. Pizza diner, face 
paint, fresh lemonade, sukkah craft.

Chabad of Peabody
Sukkah Hop

Sept. 30

682 Lowell St., Peabody. Starting at Chabad 
of Peabody at 12:30, a trolley will travel from 
sukkah to sukkah. Must RSVP for trolley. $10 per 
person, $36 per family. 

Temple Emanu-El
Decorate the Sukkah

Sept. 23 at 9 a.m.

 393 Atlantic Ave., Marblehead. Help build 
and decorate Sukkah, followed by lunch. $12 for 
families with children.

Sukkot festival service 
Sept. 24 at 10:30 a.m.

Cheese and Chocolate 
Sept. 26 at 7:30 p.m.

With Shubies in Sukkah for those in 30s and 
40s.

Congregation Shirat Hayam
Farm Day at Shirat Hayam

Sept. 23 from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott. Petting zoo, 
pony rides, crafts, activities, sukkah, pizza. Free 
to community.

Temple Sinai
Discovery Center in the Sukkah

Sept. 28 at 5 p.m.

1 Community Road, Members free; com-
munity $18. RSVP to susan.templesinai@gmail.
com.


	JJN092018PgA1
	JJN092018PgA2
	JJN092018PgA3
	JJN092018PgA4
	JJN092018PgA5
	JJN092018PgA6
	JJN092018PgA7
	JJN092018PgA8
	JJN092018PgA9
	JJN092018PgA10
	JJN092018PgA11
	JJN092018PgA12
	JJN092018PgA13
	JJN092018PgA14
	JJN092018PgA15
	JJN092018PgA16
	JJN092018PgA17
	JJN092018PgA18
	JJN092018PgA19
	JJN092018PgA20



