
By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

As autumn kicks into full swing on the North 
Shore, it gradually becomes easier to book a spot 
at the best JCC spinning class in Marblehead, and 
to park in a prime location in the lot outside. The 
line at Evan’s Deli is shorter. Traffic along Atlantic 
Avenue flows freely. As the days get shorter and 
colder, the snowbirds have flown south.

The term “snowbirds” refers to the sizable 
number of Northeasterners who spend the winter 
months in warmer climates. The most common 
destination for North Shore Jews is the coastal 
area north of Miami, although others choose 
Florida’s west coast, Arizona, and California. The 
principal reason for this seasonal mass migra-

tion – which brings an estimated 900,000 people 
into Florida each winter – is inherent in the name 
assigned to it. 

“You’re [on the North Shore] in the wintertime 
– it’s brown, it’s dirty, there’s snow, it’s cold, you’re 
locked into your home,” said Murry Rich, a retired 
dentist from Marblehead who spends his winters 
in Delray Beach. “In Florida, everything is green, 
it’s comfortable temperature-wise, and there’s so 
much being offered. 

“It’s a very active lifestyle in Florida – this is why 
the snowbirds come,” said Rich, referring to the 
array of options offered by the gated communi-
ties for residents aged 55 and older. “You’re much 
closer to your neighbors, because everyone lives 
closer to each other. Everything revolves around 
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READING – Last Friday, a stu-
dent at Reading Memorial High 
School found two swastikas 
etched in pencil on the leg of a 
science lab bench. This was the 
latest anti-Semitic incident to 
rock Reading, where more than 
a dozen anti-Semitic incidents 
have been reported at local pub-
lic schools over the last year. Last 
June, a student reported that 
“Gas the Jews” was written in the 
town’s middle school lobby. Also 
over the last year, furniture at 
the town library was defaced by 
a swastika.

In a letter to staff, parents 
and students, Reading Memorial 
High School Principal Kathleen 
M. Boynton wrote that there 
were no written threats accom-
panying the swastikas that were 
found in the school last week. 

“Unfortunately, we continue 
to have these graffiti related 
incidents in our schools and in 
our community.  The swastika 
symbolizes hate and anti-Sem-
itism and there is no place for 
these types of hateful actions 
or behaviors in our schools or 
in the greater Reading commu-
nity.   The actions of one per-
son cannot be allowed to over-
shadow the tremendous kind-

ness, respect, empathy and 
acceptance our students, staff 
and greater RMHS community 
embody every day inside and 
outside of the classroom,” she 
wrote in her letter. 

Over the last year, the Reading 
school system has taken steps 
to educate students about anti-
Semitism and the Holocaust. It 
has hosted Dr. Anna Ornstein, a 
Holocaust survivor, who spoke 
to a World of Difference student 
group sponsored by the Ant-
Defamation League. The school 
also hosted the Unity Project, 
an interactive public art project 
which focuses on embracing dif-
ferences. 

To date, there have been no 
arrests regarding the anti-Semit-
ic incidents. 

In response to the latest anti-
Semitic incident, a group of resi-
dents will hold an anti-hate rally 
this Sunday, Oct. 21 at noon on 
the Reading Town Common.   

The incidents follow a pattern 
across the state. According to 
the ADL’s audit of Anti-Semitic 
Incidents, there were 177 anti-
Semitic incidents reported in 
Massachusetts in 2017, includ-
ing harassment, vandalism, 
school incidents, and threats 
made against Jewish institu-
tions. This represents a 42 per-
cent increase over 2016.   

Swastikas found at 
Reading High School
More than a dozen anti-Semitic incidents 
reported at schools over the last year 
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Getting teenagers to do anything can be a real 
task. It’s even trickier to make them devote any of 
their already hectic schedules to Jewish educa-
tion, especially once they’ve already celebrated 
their bar or bat mitzvah. However, many North 
Shore synagogues are proving up to the task.

To compete in a crowded market, where many 
Hebrew schools are also struggling to attract 
young children as well, synagogues know that 
they need to design curricula that speak to the 
teenage experience. “We understand the teens 
today have an extremely full work schedule and 
are really pushed to the limit, and we want to 
reach today’s teens where they are,” said Rabbi 

Yossi Lipsker of Chabad of the North Shore. 
Often, “meeting teens where they are” means 

a combination of two factors: first, it means an 
easygoing commitment – many of the North 
Shore’s teen education programs only meet once 
or twice a month for an hour or two, and never 
assign any homework or projects. They are also 
often free, or inexpensive, requiring only a nomi-
nal registration fee. Second, when the classes do 
meet, they are often informal, intimate, discus-
sion-based courses that offer Jewish perspectives 
on hot-button issues of interest to teens like dat-
ing, current events, teen drug use, and more.

These are some of the topics covered in the 
confirmation classes (a uniquely Reform tradition 

North Shore synagogues expand 
options for Jewish teen education

Rabbi David Meyer holds a post-confirmation class in his study.

continued on page 25

continued on page 6

continued on page 25

Jewish snowbirds migrate south seeking warmth, community

Murry and Joan Rich with family in South Beach, Miami.
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NEWTON CENTRE – On 
Monday, more than 600 peo-
ple attended the installation of 
Rabbi Sharon Cohen Anisfeld 
as the ninth – and first female 
– president of Hebrew College. 

The event, which took place 
at Temple Emanuel in Newton, 
drew both local and national 
educational, religious, and 
community leaders, including 
Harvard University President 
Lawrence Bacow; Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies President 
Rabbi Marc Baker; Newton 
Mayor Ruthanne Fuller; former 
American Jewish World Service 
President Ruth Messinger; 
president of the American 
Federation of Teachers Randi 
Weingarten; and Boston Chief 
of Education Turahn Dorsey.  

Anisfeld’s inaugural occurs 
at a time of significant change 
at the college. In August, the 
97-year-old college sold its 
modern 7-acre campus for 
$18 million. The school, which 
opened in 2002, cost $32 mil-
lion to build. The buyer is the 
Newton-based, Winthrop Park 
School, which owns a 20-acre 
parcel adjacent to the Hebrew 
College site.

Hebrew College Rabbinical 
School Rector Rabbi Arthur 
Green delivered the statement 
of affirmation to officially 
install Rabbi Anisfeld. Other 
speakers included Rabbi Angela 
Warnick Buchdahl, senior rabbi 
of Central Synagogue in New 

York; Idit Klein, founding exec-
utive director of Keshet; and 
Yehuda Kurtzer, president of 
the Shalom Hartman Institute 
of North America, all of whom 
have studied with Rabbi 
Anisfeld; as well as Andy Offit, 
chair of the Hebrew College 
Board of Trustees; and Rabbi 
Baker. 

Rabbi Anisfeld expressed 
gratitude to everyone who has 
enriched her personal and pro-
fessional journey and spoke of 
the important work of Hebrew 
College: to promote the love of 
Torah and the study of Jewish 
texts, traditions, languages, lit-
erature, and ideas in a vibrant, 
pluralistic setting; to foster 
communities in which people 
listen to each other with open 
hearts and minds; and to pre-
pare religious and educational 
leaders who are knowledgeable, 
compassionate, and commu-
nally engaged. She also spoke of 
the connection between learn-
ing, leadership, and service. 

“We’re living in a time when 
so much conspires to make us 
feel alone and untethered. In 
a world that is fractured and 
frayed. We are — we must be 
— witnesses to a deeper truth. 
One of connection and compas-
sion. One of humility and hope. 
This is our sacred mission at 
Hebrew College. And never has 
it been more vitally important,” 
said Rabbi Anisfeld. “From the 
beginning, the Jewish journey 
has been one of engagement, 
of responsibility for rather than 
retreat from the world. This is 
what we ask of our students and 
each other again and again: go 
deep and go wide.” 

Rabbi Anisfeld became pres-
ident in July 2018, after being 
appointed president-elect in 
November 2017 and serving as 

acting president from January to 
June 2018. A graduate of Brown 
University, she was ordained in 
1990 by the Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College, and spent 
15 years as a Hillel rabbi at 
Tufts, Yale, and Harvard uni-
versities. She came to Hebrew 
College in 2003, serving first as 
an adjunct faculty member in 
the Rabbinical School and then 
as Dean of Students from 2005 
to 2006, before serving as Dean 
of the Rabbinical School from 
2006 to 2018. During her final 
year as Dean, Hebrew College 
welcomed the largest incoming 
class of any single-campus rab-
binical school in the country. 

Rabbi Anisfeld has been a 
summer faculty member for the 
Bronfman Youth Fellowships 
in Israel since 1993, and is 
co-editor of two volumes of 
women’s writings on Passover. 
In 2015, she was named one 
of the 50 most influential Jews 
in the world by The Jerusalem 
Post. From 2011 to 2013, she 
was named to Newsweek’s list 
of “Top 50 Influential Rabbis in 
America.” 

Rabbi Green praised Rabbi 
Anisfeld’s leadership, scholar-
ship, and vision. “She has mod-
eled that true leadership means 
building a caring community,” 
he said. 
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during a loan process or could even derail it altogether. So it’s important 
to dispute any mistakes like incorrect account balances, bills from non-
existing accounts, lower credit limits, old items that were handled years 
ago and even wrong addresses. All of these errors can raise suspicion with 
a lender and could impede the loan process.

Correcting your report is quite straightforward. Just go online to  
www.ftc.gov/freereports and follow their simple two-step process to get 
your credit report up-to-date and in good condition before you meet with 
your lender.
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Photo by Mark Mulgay
Harvard’s new president, Larry Bacow, and his wife Adele, hold 
the Oct. 4 edition of the Jewish Journal, which featured Bacow 
on the cover. The photo, with Mark Mulgay, a former member of 
the Journal’s Board of Overseers, was taken on Oct. 5, the day of 
Bacow’s inaugural at Harvard. 

Harvard’s new president reads the Journal

Rabbi Sharon Cohen Anisfeld installed as president of Hebrew College 

Rabbi Sharon Cohen Anisfeld at Hebrew College

“From the beginning, the 
Jewish journey has been 
one of engagement, of 

responsibility for rather than 
retreat from the world.” 

– Rabbi Sharon Cohen Anisfeld
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LYNNFIELD – When Cara 
Shaer Maney felt a lump in 
her neck, she chalked it up to 
swollen glands and didn’t think 
much of it, especially when her 
primary care doctor didn’t seem 
too concerned.

Several weeks later, however, 
after a bout of colds, congestion, 
and achiness left her feeling “not 
herself,” she returned to her 
doctor, and this time the news 
was more sobering. The lump 
had grown bigger, and Maney, 
48, was sent to a specialist for a 
round of CAT scans of her neck 
and sinuses. 

When the results were 
reviewed, a small portion of her 
lungs happened to be visible on 
the film. That’s where doctors 
first saw a mass, leading to more 
extensive testing, and eventu-

ally the frightening diagnosis: 
nodular sclerosis Hodgkin lym-
phoma.  

The Lynnfield native and resi-
dent thought of her family: hus-
band Joe, and daughters Calle, 
22, Madelyn, 18, Gabrielle, 15 
and Nola, 7, who was only in first 
grade. She admitted she suffered 
some dark moments during this 
phase, asking that most com-
mon of existential questions: 
“Why me?” 

Instead of giving in to despair, 
she prayed for strength to get 
through this difficult time. Once 
she had digested the news, she 
made the decision to “put a 
smile on my face” and do the 
best she could to navigate for-
ward, while remaining as strong 
as she possibly could for her 
family.

With the recommended treat-
ment consisting of six months of 
a grueling chemotherapy regi-

men, she wondered how she 
could possibly balance it all. Not 
only did Maney have a full-time 
special education job working 
with high-school-aged students 
for the SEEM Collaborative in 
Stoneham, but she also was 
working part time at both Whole 
Foods in Lynnfield and Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead as a 
religious school teacher. Maney 
has been working with Jewish 
students for more than a dozen 
years, first at Temple Ner Tamid 
in Peabody, and more recently 
at Temple Emanu-El, where she 
has taught both the older and 
younger age groups, and cur-
rently teaches art. 

Throughout her ordeal, 
Maney found that her “family” 
was much larger than she ever 
thought possible. Not only were 
her husband and daughters her 
main sources of support, but the 
Temple Emanu-El family also 
stepped up in ways she never 
imagined. 

“Rabbi [David] Meyer 
checked in on me regularly and 
so did the administrative staff 
and other teachers,” she said. 
“They don’t even know me that 
well since I didn’t grow up in 
Marblehead and only teach once 
a week on Sundays, but they still 
have all been so supportive.”

Meyer said the “family feel-
ing” Maney felt 
from the congre-
gation is no acci-
dent. “When the 
word of Cara’s 
cancer diagnosis 
filtered down to 
the congregation, 
there was both 
widespread con-
cern and determination to help 
out, partly because she, Joe, and 
the kids are held in such high 
regard, and also because it’s just 

what we do as a community,” 
he said. 

Each month, 20 or so vol-
unteers descend on the temple 

kitchen to cook 
and deliver food 
to member fami-
lies that are expe-
riencing unusual 
hardships or ill-
nesses. “It’s really 
a person-to-per-
son and heart-
to-heart offering 

of care on behalf of the temple 
because the temple is also your 
family,” said Meyer. “Someday 
the roles will be reversed and 

today’s caregivers will be the 
ones receiving care from oth-
ers.”

Maney finished her course 
of chemotherapy in July, 
although she knows it will be 
many months before she feels 
her old strength fully return-
ing. Recently, she called Meyer, 
telling him she was officially 
in remission and that he could 
remove her name from the con-
gregation’s “Mi Shebeirach” or 
prayer for healing list. 

“I always love the moment 
when someone calls and says, 
‘I’m better now,’” the rabbi said. 
“‘You can take me off that list.’” 
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Temple Emanu-El helps teacher through cancer treatment

Cara with her husband Joe Maney.

Throughout her ordeal, 
Maney found that her 

“family” was much 
larger than she ever 

thought possible. 

By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

Many countries, states, 
and cities are now consider-
ing enacting bans on plastic 
straws, a move hailed by envi-
ronmentalists as a major step 
in the right direction. However, 
for attorney Robyn Powell, 
whose arthrogryposis limits use 
of her hands and legs, such a 
ban would mean that it would 
become far more difficult for 
her to drink anything, particu-
larly in public places. “We need 
to give much more attention 
to our environment … but as 
a woman with a disability who 
depends on straws to drink, I am 
very concerned about the straw 
bans,” said Powell. “The straw 
ban has really demonstrated 
the extent to which people with 
disabilities are often excluded 
from conversations that directly 
impact them.” 

Powell discussed this issue 
on the inaugural episode of the 
Ruderman Family Foundation’s 
podcast, called “All Inclusive.” 
Jay Ruderman, the president of 
the Ruderman Foundation and 
host of “All Inclusive,” hopes 
that the biweekly, 30-minute 
podcast will be an opportuni-
ty to highlight pressing issues 
affecting people with disabili-
ties. Ruderman pointed out that 
too often, as in the case of the 
proposed plastic straw bans, 

the disability community is not 
even factored into the equation 
when debating public policy, 
even by normally socially con-
scious people. “People with dis-
abilities are historically seen as 
a charity, but not as a group of 
people whose rights aren’t being 
recognized,” said Ruderman. 
“We’re always looking for ways 
to influence the public discus-
sion. The point of the podcast 
is get the correct people who 
are involved with social justice 
involved with disability rights.” 

The foundation has already 
launched a number of differ-
ent projects to publicize little-
known issues facing people 
with disabilities. Last year, it 
launched a series of detailed 

New Ruderman podcast sheds 
light on disability rights

Jay Ruderman

continued on page 6



By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

MARBLEHEAD – Ice hock-
ey is not the first thing that 
comes to mind when most peo-
ple think of Israel. Not so for 
Marblehead resident and hock-
ey player Jacob Aizanman, who 
secured more than 200 pieces 
of equipment to bring to the 
Canada-Israel Hockey School 
for his bar mitzvah project.

It all started four years ago 
when Jacob’s mother, Melissa, 
was at the Western Wall in 
Jerusalem during an Eim Chai 
Jewish Women’s Renaissance 
Project trip. She asked a woman 
who was wearing a hockey shirt 
with a Canadian symbol to take 
her picture. The two started 
chatting, and Melissa learned 
the woman was an Olympic 
gold medalist who was in Israel 
to promote the documentary, 
“Neutral Zone.” 

“My husband [Darren] is 
Canadian. Jacob loves playing 
hockey. It felt ‘beshert’ [meant to 
be],” said Melissa. She couldn’t 
wait to get home and sug-
gest the Canada-Israel Hockey 
School as a possible mitzvah 

project for Jacob’s bar mitzvah, 
which would be held in 2018 at 
Temple Sinai in Marblehead.

“Neutral Zone” documents a 
program at the Canada-Israel 
Hockey School in Metula, a 
town in the northernmost tip 
of Israel, smack between the 
Syrian and Lebanese borders. 
The program’s goal is to pro-
mote peace between the next 

generation of Israeli Arab and 
Jewish kids through playing 
hockey together.

“You’d think there would 
be bombs coming at us,” said 
Sidney Greenberg, who helped 
launch the CIHS and is vice 
president of one of Canada’s 
largest media companies. 
“Instead, here’s a hockey rink in 
the center of it.”

The kids who participate 
include Druze and Muslims 
from villages in the Golan 
Heights, Jews from kibbutzim 
and nearby towns, and Christian 
Arabs from Nazareth.

Many area Arab kids had 
never met a Jew. Many Jewish 
kids thought only of rock-
ets screaming across the sky 
from Lebanon toward their 
homes when they thought of 
Arabs. Now those same kids are 
teammates, several even self-
described “best friends.”

“Is that going to get us peace 
in the Middle East?” asked CIHS 
Head Coach Mike Mazeika in the 
film’s first minutes. “Probably 
not. But if you don’t start small 
and take tiny steps, you’ll never 
be able to take a big step.”

Jacob Aizanman, who plays 
hockey at Veterans Middle 
School and in Marblehead 
Youth Hockey, watched the doc-
umentary and knew contribut-
ing to the school was going to 
be the mitzvah project for his 
bar mitzvah. “I love hockey. I’m 
Jewish. And it’s cool to learn 
they play hockey in Israel,” he 
said.

With his mom’s assistance, 

Jacob contacted the CIHS to 
find out how he could help. 
He learned they needed spe-
cific gear (neck guards and jock 
straps). Luckily, his uncle, Jeffrey 
Volk, has spent his career in 
the sports media industry, and 
connected them with the right 
people to get the donations. The 
NHL and Pure Hockey agreed to 
support the project. 

“They wanted to get involved. 
They wanted to promote hockey 
in countries not usually associ-
ated with the sport,” Melissa 
said.

Over 200 pieces of equipment 
arrived at their Marblehead 
home in four huge boxes. The 
entire family schlepped it all to 
Israel and on July 10, Jacob pre-
sented it in person to CIHS. The 
highlight for Jacob was being 
invited to skate on the ice and 
hang out in the locker room. He 
even received an offer to return 
next summer and coach hockey.

Jacob is proud that he was 
able to provide the school 
with fresh gear and promote 
his favorite sport in his Jewish 
homeland. “It was really mean-
ingful and still has an impact on 
me,” he said.
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The Jewish Journal will hold 
its annual meeting 
on Nov. 8, 2018  

at 7 p.m. at Temple Ner Tamid, 
368 Lowell St., Peabody, MA.  

The meeting is open to the public 
and refreshments will be served. 

Marblehead bar mitzvah boy boosts hockey in Israel

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

SWAMPSCOTT – After eight 
years at Chabad Lubavitch of 
the North Shore, Rabbi Shmaya 
and Aliza Friedman and their 
four children will move to 
Atlanta to work with its Jewish 
community.

The Friedmans moved to 
Swampscott in 2011. Rabbi 
Friedman served as Chabad’s 
associate rabbi and was also 
the director of the movement’s 
youth programming and teen 
outreach, which included 
Chabad’s Jew Crew. Friedman 
was also the director of 
Chabad’s summer camp, Camp 
Gan Israel. Aliza Friedman 
was the founder and director 
of Chabad’s Aleph Academy 
Preschool.  

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker, found-
er of Chabad Lubavitch of the 
North Shore, praised the cou-
ple’s dedication to the commu-
nity. “They have left an indelible 
mark on this community,” said 
Lipsker. 

“Rabbi Shmaya played a 
key role in visioning our mar-
quis initiatives such as the 

Nor thshoreChanukah.com 
website and concept, Chanukah 
on Ice in Lynnfield Marketplace, 
Shabbat, Friday project, 1mitz-
va service trips for teens and 
much, much more. He was 
also the brainchild behind the 
Jewish Kids Club, now in its sec-
ond year that has essentially 
become a new model for many 
Jewish organizations on the 

North Shore. His passion and 
ability to work outside the box 
made working with him a con-
stant adventure and joy. 

“Aliza has given selflessly 
on so many levels. The thriv-
ing Aleph Academy Preschool 
at Chabad, widely praised as 
a true community gem, is the 
direct result of her dedication, 
expertise, and passion.”

Shmaya and Aliza Friedman to move to Atlanta

Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
Rabbi Shmaya and Aliza Friedman

Jacob Aizanman in a sea of hockey equipment he secured to donate 
to CIHS as his bar mitzvah project.

By Miriam Weinstein
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

GLOUCESTER – Let’s make 
this clear: Michal Sela and Sapir 
Uzan are ready for a good time. 
The two Shinshinim (back to 
that mouthful later) assigned to 
the North Shore are high-energy 
Israeli teens who, two months 
into their US adventure, seem 
ready to make the most of every 
encounter.

When the pair made a return 
visit to the JCC of the North 
Shore recently, Sapir described 
the reaction: “We’re like celebri-
ties!” and Michal continued, “I 
had a hugging attack of twenty 
kids jumping on me!”

The girls, who graduated 
from high school this year, are 
part of a year-long program that 
brings Israeli teenagers to Jewish 
communities in the Diaspora. 
The goal is for American Jews 
to learn about Israel in a per-
sonal way, and to form cultural 
connections. “We bring the cul-
ture; not the political part,” Sapir 
explains. “We are the Israel of 
now.” 

The name, Shinshinim, 
(singular form Shin-Shin) is a 
Hebrew acronym for Shnat 
Sherut, which means Year of 
Service, something many Israeli 
teens choose between high 
school and the Armed Forces. 

Michal comes from Haifa, 
and has been an instructor in 
the scouting movement. Sapir, 
who comes from Beit She’an, in 

the North, went to high school 
on a kibbutz, and was a fashion 
reporter and photographer. Both 
love cooking and hiking. Both 
are fluent in English.

Although there have been 
Shinshinim in the Boston area 
for four years, this is the first year 
the program has been based on 
the North Shore. The girls are 
living with families in Peabody 
and Marblehead; they will move 
to different families halfway 
through their stay. The program 
is sponsored by CJP, and the 
Boston-Haifa Connection.

They will be working with 
Epstein Hillel School, the JCC 
of the North Shore, the North 
Suburban JCC, Temple Emanu-
El, Marblehead, Temple Ahavat 
Achim, Gloucester, and Temple 
Shalom, Medford. They will put 
on programs, organize activities, 
and deliver lectures to groups 
that range from preschoolers 
through seniors. They are elated 
when elementary school kids 
learn a few words of Hebrew 
and try them out on the girls. 
They’re also  eager to organize 
cooking demonstrations around 
hummus and shakshuka.

Right now, they are a little 
bit homesick, they are eager to 
see more of the United States, 
and they are worried about win-
ter. But they’re confident that 
they will make an impression on 
our community: “We are just the 
right age,” they explain. “We’re 
not adults, so the kids respond 
to us.”

Michal Sela and Sapir Uzan

Israeli teens bring culture 
and warmth to the North Shore  
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By Rabbi Jonathan Miller

This year I volunteered to 
serve a small and unusu-
al kehillah (community) 

in Bali, an Indonesian island. 
They have named themselves 
“Congregation B’nai Hof,” 
which translates into Beach 

Boys.  
I was the 

only rabbi 
in this vast 
c o u n t r y 

of 250 million people, spread 
out over 17,000 islands. I did 
not receive any compensation, 
except for an airplane ticket, 
thanks to the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism. 

I arrived two days before 
Rosh Hashanah, so I could get 
a leg up on the jet lag. I was 
briefed extensively by a friend 
who served here two years ago. 
He was the first rabbi to meet 
this makeshift congregation, so 
I was well prepared and knew 
exactly what to expect. At the 
same time, I was in for the most 
memorable High Holy Days 
experience of my career.

During the Holy Days, we 
lived in the home of our host, 
Liat Solomon. Liat is the spine 
and the muscle and the eyes 
and the ears and the heart of 
this small Jewish community. 
Liat, with her partner Rick, run 
a vegan empire on this small 
island of about 4.2 million peo-
ple, employing more than 350 
Balinese in the production and 
sale of vegan food at her res-
taurants and shops. She’s Israeli 
with a French passport and has 
been in Bali for 22 years. 

Liat’s home, in the fashion 
of the island, is open. Weather 
is not a concern here. There are 
rooms and guest rooms and a 
swimming pool and a dance 

studio. Like many western-
ers, Liat has a crew of Balinese 
staff to keep the place clean. 
Around the compound are 
rooms tucked away and people 
show up and stay for a while, 
usually to help in her business. 
Everyone is remarkable, and 
everyone has a story.

No Jew comes to Bali for the 
express purpose of creating a 
rich and meaningful Jewish life. 
So everyone I served over the 
Holy Days and Shabbat sought 
out something Jewish, some 
connection to their past, and 
showed some level of desire 
for Jewish practice and connec-
tion. Judaism and Jewish life is 
tenuous on this Hindu island 

amidst this Muslim nation. 
Formally, Judaism was illegal 
until two years ago. Now it is 
“tolerated.” Everything Jewish 
is under the table and not out 
in the open.

Every Shabbat, Liat wel-
comes all who come for dinner. 
Every week, between 20 and 50 
people are graciously received 
and amply fed. The dance stu-
dio was transformed into a 
synagogue. The mirrors were 
draped with white and gold 
cloth. Serge Davis, a Parisian, 
was my helper. He loves his 
Judaism. He is a raconteur of 
fascinating stories and inter-
esting facts. He takes care of 
the religious matters. He made 

sure that we had a shofar and 
a Torah scroll (printed on roll-
ers – an appropriate bar mitz-
vah gift, perhaps, for a Parisian 
13-year-old) that worked just 
fine for us in our vegan enclave.

I was blessed by the presence 
of Dan Kohane, an extraordi-
nary young musician from New 
Jersey who was a Jewish song 
leader and a master compos-
er.  He came to Bali to learn to 
play the gamelan (an assembly 
of bronze percussion instru-
ments) and has stayed for three 
years. Dan plays every instru-
ment and sings beautifully.

And Dan has friends. For 
our evening services, we were 
blessed by Kelsie from North 
Carolina, who sang for years in 
the North Carolina Opera com-
pany. During the days, Mikey 
showed up with his violin, 
which he taught himself. He can 
play anything. Dan and Mikey 
are two parts of Indonesia’s only 
Klezmer band. The clarinetist 
was out of the country. We had 
all the big pieces that mark the 
Holy Days. 

Our biggest attendance was 
Rosh Hashanah evening. About 
40 arrived – people from all over 
the world with several children. 
First, we had our worship ser-
vice and then dinner. Some 
flew in from Singapore. In the 
morning, we were just shy of a 
minyan (the quorum of 10 Jews 
required to do a complete wor-
ship experience).

I was a bit dismayed. But I 
shifted gears. I taught, we sang, 
we did many of the prayers per-
missible without a minyan, and 
we were together in the studio 
for nearly three hours. There 
was no show and no pretense. 
The same was true for the entire 
High Holy Days season. Simple 
short sleeve white shirt, no 
coat, no tie, no shoes for that 
matter. Easy.

And then the beach for 
Tashlich with guitar and bread 
crumbs. The sun quite literally 
set on our sins.

On Yom Kippur, we gathered 
together at 5 p.m. to eat before 

the fast. Throughout the day, 
we had a core group of people 
and others came and went. We 
never had more than 20. We 
worshipped with Iris from Italy, 
who lives in India and travels 
to Bali now and then; Sylvie 
from Argentina, who came to 
escape the financial down-
turns in her home country; 
Ben, a remote working lawyer 
from North Carolina and his 
16-year-old son, Aaron; Olivier 
(French) and Johanna (Finnish 
and Yeminite), restaurateurs 
in Bali; Avi, an older Israeli 
married to a Balinese woman; 
Jessica, a graphic designer 
from Colombia; Stephano from 
Cape Town; Danielle the surfer 
girl from Herzliya, Rick from 
Amsterdam, Marc the former 
French diplomat, and Liat and 
Serge. Julie from Israel joined 
us in the afternoon. My wife, 
Judi, and Dan and the musi-
cians filled out the congrega-
tion. I felt rather ordinary in 
this adventurous crowd. We got 
to know each other.

On Yom Kippur afternoon, 
between the morning service 
and the study sessions, we 
lay on yoga mats for a musi-
cal meditation fitting the spirit 
of the day. We studied Jonah 
and Maimonides’ Laws of 
Repentance. We were cocooned 
in the compound. I didn’t have 
to drive or park or hear traffic. 
Yom Kippur was perfect, quiet, 
contemplative, fascinating, 
gentle, and beautiful.

When the shofar sounded, 
we hugged and returned for 
some more healthy food, along 
with lemonade sweetened with 
agave nectar. It was a sweet, 
sweet New Year.

I wish that all those who read 
this could experience these 
Jewish holidays, Balinese style.

Rabbi Jonathan Miller has 
recently retired from Temple 
Emanu-El in Birmingham, 
Ala. He was raised in Malden, 
where his father, Rabbi Judea 
Miller, served as rabbi of Temple 
Tifereth Israel  from 1965-1973.

Please contact Jennifer Stam Goldberg,  
Director of Admissions and Marketing,  
for a private tour at a time convenient  
for you (jgoldberg@espteinhillel.org). 

 

Our doors 
are always open.

AT EPSTEIN HILLEL SCHOOL
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Personal 
Essay

Different roads bring Jews to mark High Holidays in Bali  

Rabbi Jonathan Miller with Liat Solomon, and her partner, Rick, in Bali.

studies known as “White 
Papers,” which are multimedia, 
investigative reports featuring a 
mini-podcast, a detailed study, 
and recommendations and best 
practices. White Papers have 
focused on issues like mental 
health issues in first responders, 
the criminalization of children 
with non-apparent disabilities, 
and the prevalence of actors 
with disabilities, among many 
others. The foundation has also 
promoted awareness of these 
issues through its active use of 
social media. 

The new podcast will con-
tinue this tradition by fea-
turing in-depth discussions 
between Ruderman and guests. 
Upcoming episodes will focus 
on the work of Link20, the foun-

dation’s global social network 
of disability rights activists, the 
recent win to achieve parity in 
pay for Paralympic athletes, the 
implications of self-driving cars 
on the disability community, 
and the shocking fact that every 
week, someone with a disability 
is murdered by their caregiver. 

Ruderman, who has been 
running his family’s founda-
tion for 10 years, hopes that 
the podcast will be seen as a 
helpful resource that covers all 
aspects of disability rights and 
inclusion. “The community is 
set up for particular disabilities 
– autism, blindness, deafness, 
veterans,” he said. “Our added 
value is that we don’t define dis-
abilities. We go across boundar-
ies.” 

Ruderman podcast
from page 4

According to the report, 79 
Massachusetts communities 
experienced anti-Semitism last 
year, representing 22.5 per-
cent of the state’s total 351 cit-
ies and towns, and impacting 

thousands of people. Nearly 
half, or 37, of the impacted 
communities reported multiple 
incidents, representing 10.5 per-
cent of all cities and towns in 
Massachusetts.

Swastikas at Reading High School
from page 1
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TELL ME ABOUT YOUR JEWISH 
BACKGROUND.

I was raised Reform, I went to Temple Emanu-
El, I went to Hebrew school from a pretty young 
age, and I was bar mitzvahed, and I mean, the 
whole nine. But religion is something I kind of 
grew apart from in my college years, and cul-
turally I think I’m still very Jewish. “Curb Your 
Enthusiasm” is my favorite show of all time, but in 
terms of like the actual doctrine in the text  and the 
actual religion, I don’t really practice.

DO YOU THINK YOU MIGHT 
COME BACK TO IT LATER ON?

My sister just had a kid and that’s something 
that we talk about a lot. I think for me person-
ally, I’m torn, because I think Judaism did have 
a positive impact on my life, but also, it’s hard to 
pass down a tradition that you don’t necessarily 
subscribe to, and that’s not just Judaism – that’s 
really any organized religion. It’s something that 
I’m going to have to play by ear and see – if my kids 
say to me, “Daddy, can I go to Hebrew school?” of 
course I’m going to say yes. I just don’t know if it’s 
something that I’m going to try to force on them 
from a young age. 

HOW DID YOU BECOME A 
SONGWRITER?

At 12, 13, I started writing songs, and then I 
started making my own demos and co-writing 
with some people in the Marblehead area, Salem 
area. Me and [a friend] made this demo, and my 
cousin was best friends with the president of 
Atlantic Records’ wife, so I asked my cousin to give 
him the demo – she did – and he set up a meeting, 
and that’s where it started. He showed some inter-
est, I got a manager, and then out of college, I got 
signed to Universal [Music Group] and I’ve been 
doing it full time ever since.

WHAT DOES THE JOB ENTAIL?
Essentially, Universal has given me a contract 

with an advance saying that here on out, for a 
specific number of years or songs, we co-own 

the copyright, the publishing of your songs. That 
doesn’t mean I only have to write for Universal art-
ists – that just means whatever song I have come 
out, they have a portion of. I can write songs for 
whoever I want. 

Sometimes, you go into a room and you have 
no idea what you’re going to do today, and you 
just write what everyone in the room is feeling. 
Sometimes mid-song, you’re like, “This could be 
really good for Maroon 5” or whoever you think 
would do it well. Sometimes you’re in the room 
with the artist, so you don’t have a choice – you 
have to write for that artist. Every day is a little bit 
different. 

WHAT WAS IT LIKE TO 
COLLABORATE WITH EMINEM?

Well first off, Eminem does write all of his own 
stuff. You know a song like “Love the Way You Lie?” 
Someone will write the chorus or part of the cho-
rus and he’ll have to fill in with verses. With my 
song [“Legacy”], it was the same thing: we wrote 
the chorus, we built up the track, and then we sent 
it to him and he filled in his parts. 

I’ve had highs since, but that’s one of those 
things that … just because he’s one of my favorite 
artists, to get through to someone like that is super 
tricky. Eminem doesn’t really care about your 
discography and what you’ve done – he literally 
just cares if you like the song, so it’s kind of a crap-
shoot. It was probably the biggest rush of my life 
getting the phone call that it made the album and 
then obviously winning for Rap Album of the Year 
[“The Marshall Mathers LP 2,” 2013] was super 
cool – it’s something that I’ll have my whole life. 

DOES JUDAISM INFLUENCE 
YOUR MUSIC IN ANY WAY?

My gut says not really, you know, but I guess 
Billy Joel was [born] Jewish, so I have that going. 
I always loved the music in temple and I always 
thought that the melodies were really awesome – 
maybe that penetrated in some way, but I definite-
ly don’t have Yiddish lyrics or anything like that. 

– Michael Wittner 

MillennialsThe

NAME: David Brook
AGE: 30
HOMETOWN: Marblehead
CURRENTLY LIVING IN: Los Angeles 
ALMA MATERS: Marblehead High School ’06, 
Northeastern University ’11 

JOB: Songwriter/music producer

FAVORITE FOOD: Brussels sprouts, sushi, zucchini, gnoc-
chi, lasagna. Definitely Fruity Pebbles, Kit Kat bars. 

FAVORITE MUSIC: I love pop music. My favorite 
kind of pop is probably like emotional, huge records like “Rolling 
in the Deep” and OneRepublic and stuff like that. Favorite musi-
cian: I would say Billy Joel and Elton John, Ray Charles, too. 

FAVORITE BOOKS: I’ve been reading this book 
called “Collusion.” Bob Woodward’s book “Fear.” 

FAVORITE MOVIES: “Forrest Gump,” “Anchorman,” 
“Zoolander.” “The Truman Show” is up there. I just saw “A Star is 
Born” and that was the best movie I’ve seen in a few years.

FAVORITE TV SHOWS: “Curb Your Enthusiasm.” 

FAVORITE TRAVEL DESTINATION: Italy. 
The place I’d like to go most is Greece or Portugal.

FAVORITE JEWISH PERSON: Larry David.
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Over the last year, there have been more than 
a dozen anti-Semitic incidents reported in 
the town of Reading, with many coming 

in schools. The last incident occurred on Friday, 
when two swastikas were discovered etched on a 
chair in the town’s high school. This followed the 
discovery of the slogan “Gas the Jews” in the lobby 
of the town’s middle school last June. 

Anti-Semitism has long been an issue that 
Jews have faced on the North Shore. For much of 
the last century, certain towns essentially barred 
Jews from buying homes or conducting business. 
Other communities limited Jewish ownership 
to sections of towns. Even today, parts of some 
towns are still restricted and private athletic clubs 
that offer golf and swimming sometimes discour-
age Jews from applying. 

While Jews have been welcomed in most North 
Shore communities, the area has seen a rise in 
anti-Semitism in recent years. Last year, anti-
Semitic incidents were reported in several com-
munities: in Marblehead, a slew of anti-Semitic 
and hate slogans were painted on the cause-
way leading to Marblehead Neck; a swastika was 
painted on the Salem Common bandstand; in 
Boston, the New England Holocaust Memorial 
was vandalized twice. 

The Anti-Defamation League reports that anti-
Semitic incidents increased significantly in 2017 
as compared to 2016. In its latest Audit of Anti-
Semitic Incidents, the ADL reported that 177 
anti-Semitic incidents occurred in the state last 
year, including harassment, vandalism, school 
incidents, and threats made against Jewish insti-
tutions. This represents a 42 percent increase over 
2016. The report also found that 79 Massachusetts 
communities experienced anti-Semitism last 
year, representing nearly one-quarter of the 
state’s cities and towns. Also, nearly half (37) 
of the impacted communities reported multiple 
incidents, representing 10.5 percent of all cities 
and towns in Massachusetts. Of the incidents 
reported, 93 occurred in schools, an increase of 
over 86 percent compared to 2016, which saw 50 
incidents.

As America re-examines its social mores amid 
a climate of political partisanship, we are again 
reminded that civil discourse is needed to provide 
a foundation of common respect in our com-
munities. While schools can implement special 
programs about common respect, the teaching of 
tolerance must begin in homes. And when those 
who hate, or seek to blame or bully the innocent, 
we must not be silent. 

In Reading, swastikas, again

By Rolene Marks

On Sept. 16, a 17-year-
old terrorist felled one 
of Israel and the Jewish 

world’s most recognized activ-
ists, Ari Fuld. Fuld was 45 and a 
father of four when he was slain 
while he shopped in a nearby 
supermarket. Mortally wound-
ed from the stab wound in his 
back that hit a major artery, he 
managed to chase and shoot his 
murderer before succumbing to 
his wounds.

Teenage terrorists are sadly, 
not a new or unusual phenom-
enon. Over the last two years 
this has been a common occur-
rence. Motivated by a growing 
hatred that is indoctrinated into 
them from baby-hood, these 
killers have claimed many inno-
cent lives.

It is not just the steady diet 
of hatred that is consumed but 
a whole industry has grown 
around terrorism. It even has a 
fancy name that rhymes: “pay 
to slay.” In a nutshell, there is 
a scale “of benefits” that deter-
mine how much of a monthly 
stipend the family of a terrorist 
receive.

If you kill a Jew and get killed 
(jackpot), then you get the most 
cash. If you stab a Jew and kill 
him/her but are merely wound-
ed, then you get second prize, a 
lot less money. It is money for 
jam for aspiring terrorists and 
even comes with an instruc-
tional “how to stab for maxi-
mum casualties” video.

The “pay to slay” industry 
is growing so much that the 
Palestinian Authority has a 
name for the millions of dollars 
in supposed aid that they have 
re-budgeted to pay their young 
terrorists: The Martyr’s Fund.

Foreign aid that coun-
tries earnestly donate to the 
Palestinians with the hope that 
it will go towards improving the 
lives of Palestinians is re-routed 
to the Martyr’s Fund to sup-
port this “pay to slay” econo-
my. This is a rough breakdown 
of how the economy of terror 
funds are allocated according 
to an expose published in the 
Washington Post:

The Washington Post’s analy-
sis showed that in 2017, $160 
million was paid to 13,000 bene-
ficiaries of “prisoner payments” 
($12,307 per person) and $183 

million was paid to 33,700 fami-
lies in about in “martyr pay-
ments” ($5,430 per family), of 
which:

– $36 million is estimated 
to be paid to prisoners serving 
sentences of less than 20 years

– $10 million is paid to for-
mer members of the security 
forces

– $1 million is estimated to 
be paid to families of the 200 
suicide bombers

– $10 million is paid to the 
families of the Palestinians with 
life terms, lengthy sentences 
and in the security forces

Stipends are paid to fami-
lies of both prisoners and 
Palestinians killed in political 
demonstrations that turn vio-
lent where protesters are killed 
by non-lethal riot control meth-
ods (such as being hit by a tear-
gas canister) and to individu-
als imprisoned for “common 
crimes.”

The fund also pays $106 a 
month in “canteen money” to 
all imprisoned Palestinians, 
including those imprisoned 
for non-political crimes such 
as car theft and drug dealing, 
for prisoners to spend in the 
prison canteen. This must be 
where Marwan Barghouti got 
his money for his chocolate he 
was eating during his hunger 
strike …

Families of individuals killed 
by Israeli security forces are paid 
stipends of about $800 to $1,000 
per month. The families of con-
victed Palestinians serving time 
in Israeli prisons receive $3,000 
or higher per month.

Yossi Kuperwasser, an ana-
lyst with the Jerusalem Center 
for Public Affairs, estimated that 
in 2017, half of the $693 million 
that the P.A. receives as foreign 
aid, $345 million, was paid out 
as stipends to convicted terror-
ists and their families.

How many schools, hospitals 
and other infrastructure that 
would be beneficial could be 
built with this money? Asking 
for a friend ….

Instead, this money contin-
ues to fuel terror. Incitement to 
hate and kill Jews is manifesting 

itself in these ongoing spates of 
stabbings and shootings perpe-
trated by teenage terrorists.

Incitement of hatred that 
motivates children to become 
stealthy killers and not nation 
builders falls under the remit of 
child abuse and the internation-
al community is starting to take 
notice. The United States has 
started to cut funding dramati-
cally. On March 23, President 
Donald Trump signed the Taylor 
Force Act (named US former 
serviceman Taylor Force, who 
was killed by a terrorist in Israel) 
into law, which will cut about 
a third of US foreign aid pay-
ments to the P.A.

This is on the provision that 
the P.A. ceases making payment 
of stipends to terrorists and their 
surviving families. Australia 
has followed suit. In July 2018, 

Australia stopped the $10 mil-
lion in Australian dollars ($7.5 
million US dollars) in funding 
that had been sent to the P.A. 
via the World Bank, and have 
decided to send it instead to 
the UN Humanitarian Fund for 
the Palestinian Territories. The 
reason given was that Australia 
did not want the P.A. to use the 
funds to assist Palestinians con-
victed of politically motivated 
violence.

Other governments are start-
ing to review their funding as 
well.

Ari Fuld may have been 
silenced, but in his memory and 
for those who have been slain 
our voices will not be. We say 
loudly and clearly that the jig is 
up; perpetuating violence and 
terror is no longer going to be 
profitable.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome.  
Letters must be signed and include your name,  

address and telephone number for verification purposes.  
Letters are limited to 300 words. Submissions are subject  

to editing for accuracy. Email submissions to:  
editor@jewishjournal.org, subject LETTERS. 

Cashing in on terror: an economy of death

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

On Nov. 6 we will go to 
the polls and vote on a num-
ber of initiatives. In 2016, 
Massachusetts enacted a trans-
gender rights law ensuring that 
individuals could use public 
restrooms and locker rooms 
according to their gender iden-
tity. The question on the Nov. 6 
ballot is a referendum on that 
law. A no vote means the law 
is repealed. A yes vote upholds 
dignity and respect for all.

On Sat., Nov. 3, at 10 a.m., 
Congregation Shirat Hayam 
will host a discussion group 
facilitated by internationally 
renowned pediatric endocri-
nologist Dr. Norman Spack, 
co-founder of the Gender 
Management Service clinic 
at Boston Children’s Hospital. 

Mimi Micner, a rabbinical 
student and Advocacy and 
Campaigns Specialist at Keshet, 
will be joining Dr. Spack. They 
will present facts and explain 
misconceptions so that voters 
will be able to make educated 
decisions at the polls.

Please join us on Nov. 3rd 
at Shirat Hayam and listen to 
the facts. There will be a ques-
tion and answer period after 
the presentation. This is open 
to the public, so bring your 
friends or anyone you know 
who is struggling with the issue 
or would simply like to hear 
from specialists in this field.

Congregation Shirat Hayam
Inclusion Committee

Swampscott

Shirat Hayam to hold discussion group  
on transgender rights law
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By Liel Asulin
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Since March, the Gazan border has 
played host to a series of violent 
demonstrations. Thousands of riot-

ers, some of whom are armed with hand 
grenades, Molotov cocktails and sling-
shots, regularly amass along the border. 
As a whole, major media outlets have 
failed to accurately and objectively cover 
the events of the so-called “March of 
Return,” and as a result, the truth sur-
rounding the events of the last several 
months has been largely obfuscated.

Enter Joseph Truzmah, known on 
Twitter simply as “Joe.” What began as a 
hobby of tracking and documenting vari-
ous Palestinian militant groups in the 
Gaza Strip has become the “go to” source 
for objective coverage of the ongoing 
clashes in the enclave.

“What I do is all about showing what 
is [happening] on the ground without 
advocating,” said Truzmah, who works in 
Oregon. “I want a good representation of 
the facts on the ground.”

Truzmah, who daily tweets dozens 
photos, videos and statements from the 
various factions in the Gaza Strip, has 
garnered attention from high-profile 
journalists and, more notably, high-
ranking Israeli officials who regularly 
share his content on their own social 
media pages.

Joe was tight-lipped on how he gath-
ers his information. “I can’t reveal the 
secrets to my recipe,” he joked. He went 
on to say that protecting the identity of 
his sources, especially of those in Gaza, is 

of the utmost importance. In the Hamas-
controlled strip, these informants risk 
death when they share information that 
may expose the militants’ tactics to the 
outside world.

Truzmah has followed Israeli security 
affairs since childhood, specifically those 
related to Gaza.

“I read books on the Yom Kippur War 
and Israeli security services as a kid,” he 
said.

Truzmah’s childhood passion was pal-
pable as he recalled every detail of a 
story he had read about Israeli operatives 
infiltrating Gazan militant leadership, 
entering the country by sea and posing 
as Palestinians from Lebanon. His atten-
tion to detail is evident in his work today. 
In spite of the platform’s notorious brev-

ity, Truzmah manages to share content 
that is both digestible and revealing.

In the coming months, Truzmah 
expects to release new content with the 
hope of making the information from 
the border more accessible to his fol-
lowers.

“From my own take, the border [vio-
lence] isn’t going to stop any time soon,” 
said Truzmah. “I plan on doing this for a 
long time.”

Perhaps one of the most significant 
motivating factors for Truzmah’s com-
mitment to the subject has been what 
he calls the “downright awful” coverage 
of the ongoing situation by major media 
outlets.

“When I started,” said Truzmah, who 
has collected more than 4,200 followers 

over the last eight months, “I was sur-
prised at the lack of information going 
into some of these stories. As far as the 
journalists covering it, they’re not doing 
their jobs – I almost feel like they don’t 
really care. A lot of times, I’ve found that 
they’re just flat-out wrong.”

Where journalists failed, Truzmah 
has succeeded in providing objective, 
well-researched coverage of the ongoing 
border riots. For example, on Sept. 29, 
an article from the Guardian reported 
that the increasing number of gather-
ings being held at night are “to save lives 
as people can move under the cover 
of darkness,” omitting, as Truzmah had 
reported nearly a week prior to the arti-
cle’s publication, that the purpose of 
these “night-time confusion” units is to 
regularly launch incendiary balloons 
and explosives towards Israel.

“Staying objective is a learning pro-
cess,” he said. “I always think about 
my posts; I think about how it will be 
received by everyone out there. You can 
remain as neutral as possible, you’re still 
going to get people who don’t like [your 
content].”

In spite of the occasional criticism, 
Joe’s impartiality has led both Israelis 
and Palestinians to reach out and express 
their thanks to him.

“I have Palestinians who message me 
saying good job; I have Israelis who mes-
sage me saying good job. I think that 
means I’m doing something right.”

To keep up with the latest from the 
Gaza border, follow Joe Truzmah on 
Twitter @Jtruzmah.

By Lawrence Rifkin 
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT  

Midterms? There’s elec-
tion fever in Israel, too.

The next vote for 
Knesset is not scheduled until 
November 2019 (although 
pending legislation that threat-
ens coalition unity could move 
national elections forward to 
as early as February – and let’s 
not forget the possible crimi-
nal indictments against Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu).

No, the voting on October 30 
will be for local councils, and the 
contest heating up in Jerusalem 
bears the most watching, for the 
city, after all, is often referred 
to as a microcosm of the coun-
try, what with its security issues, 
communal tensions and deep-
ening poverty, and the results 
could be a bellwether for the 
national scene.

FOR DECADES, the major-
ity of Jerusalem’s Jewish voters 
have been decidedly right wing. 
They run the gamut from the 
ultra-Orthodox and the more 
religiously-moderate modern 
Orthodox to the non-religious, 
most of whom tend to refer to 
themselves as “traditional” Jews, 
meaning they drive to soccer 
games on Saturdays yet main-
tain kashrut and kiss the mezu-
zah on their doorpost.

The dovish and secular 
Meretz party can only dream 
of fielding a mayoral candidate 
in town, yet this year, there’s 
a kind of We’re-Mad-as-Hell-
and-We’re-Not-Going-to-Take-
It-Anymore attitude led by 
35-year-old Ofer Berkovitch, 
who heads a local party calling 
itself Hitorerut, or Awakening, 
and is in the lead with 30-35 
percent of the votes.

Behind Berkovitch are two 
candidates with realistic chanc-
es: Ze’ev Elkin, with 25-30 per-

cent, and Moshe Lion, with 
15-20 percent. A third, Yossi 
Deutsch, has been scoring in 
the high single digits with an 
occasional foray into the very 
low double digits.

Elkin, 47, is minister for 
Jerusalem affairs in the govern-
ment of Benjamin Netanyahu. 
He’s a Likudnik, but as the 
party’s Jerusalem branch is not 
fielding a mayoral candidate, 
he’s playing musical chairs with 
outgoing Mayor Nir Barkat by 
running at the head of Barkat’s 
party while the mayor seeks a 
slot on the Likud’s next national 
slate for Knesset.

Lion, 57, is a city coun-
cil member. He, too, has ties 
to Netanyahu, having run the 
Prime Minister’s Office during 
Netanyahu’s first term in the late 
1990s. After that, he filled high-
level political patronage jobs 
until running against Barkat in 
the last mayoral election, losing 
miserably.

Neither Elkin nor Lion is 
charismatic, but both are fer-
vent right-wingers, wear kippot, 
and have deep ties to national 
political machines. Proof of this 

is the fact that both of them 
lead Deutsch, the only ultra-
Orthodox candidate running in 
a city where about a third of the 
Jewish voters are ultra-Ortho-
dox. Most of these voters see 
Deutsch as having no chance 
and believe that Lion can do 
their bidding.

Perhaps proof of this was 
Lion’s refusal to take part in 
a candidate forum held early 
last week at Kol Haneshama, 
a Reform congregation in 
Jerusalem where on Simhat 
Torah earlier this month, some-
one heaved a rock through a 
window as congregants danced 
with the Torah. No one even 
questioned Deutsch’s absence, 
while Elkin said he could only 
send a surrogate. Lion, though, 
was loud and clear: His “reli-
gion” forbade prayer in a Reform 
synagogue. Only Berkovitch 
showed up.

Berkovitch, like Lion, is cur-
rently a city councilor. He was 
originally a deputy mayor after 
steering his faction into Barkat’s 
coalition, but Hitorerut left 
in a huff over Barkat’s plan to 
divide the city into well-defined 

zones for the secular, modern 
Orthodox and ultra-Orthodox.

His platform, like those of the 
other candidates, calls for the 
usual: affordable housing, better 
trash collection, additional pub-
lic transportation and improved 
school facilities. Of course, all of 
this costs money and Jerusalem 
has precious little – while it has 
the highest municipal tax rate 
among Israel’s four largest cities 
(the others are Tel Aviv, Haifa 
and Beer Sheba), it is the poor-
est.

The main reason – and it’s no 
secret – is that the ultra-Ortho-
dox do not carry their share of 
the municipal tax burden. This 
is because they tend to prefer 
poverty by choice, with many of 
their men studying fulltime in 
yeshivas and siring large fami-
lies, often with 10 children or 
more. The municipality gives 
them a pass, and everyone else 
is forced to make up the short-
fall. (To be sure, many among 
the city’s 250,000 Arab house-
holds don’t pay taxes either, 
and that’s because many of the 
women are forbidden by their 
husbands from working.)

Berkovitch’s solution? Stop 
the exodus of young, secular 
Jerusalemites who are put off 
by the growing influence of the 
ultra-Orthodox. It’s these earn-
ers, he says, who foot the tax 
burden and should be enticed 
to stay. The solution touted by 
Elkin and Lion? Entice business-
es, especially hi-tech, to come 
and set up shop. Elkin even 
wants the central government to 
bail out the city with a one-time 
infusion of cash.

Another aspect of gover-
nance that Berkovitch’s plat-
form addresses is the city’s Arab 
neighborhoods, which, like 
those of the ultra-Orthodox, are 
the poorest. “We have a social 
perspective on East Jerusalem 
– equal rights and equal obli-

gations,” he told the Times of 
Israel. “We want to invest more 
in the residents, and also to 
enforce the law more.”

Both Elkin and Lion say they 
also want to improve the situa-
tion there, but they are quick to 
blame the fact that Jerusalem’s 
Arab residents traditionally boy-
cott municipal elections. (For 
the first time in a long time, an 
Arab declared his candidacy for 
mayor in the coming election 
but withdrew due to a combi-
nation of threats from his com-
munity and word that Israel was 
investigating his right to be a 
resident of the city.)

DOES BERKOVITCH’S LEAD 
mean he’ll be mayor? Not nec-
essarily, because if no one can 
garner 40 percent of the vote, 
the race will move to a second 
round between the top two can-
didates, meaning he’d face off 
alone against Elkin, who believes 
he can scoop up the votes cast 
for Lion and Deutsch, especially 
those of the ultra-Orthodox.

Yet the city’s secular voters 
are not alone in fearing undue 
influence by the ultra-Orthodox, 
and Berkovitch has a few allies 
among the modern Orthodox, 
who often resent the way the 
ultra-Orthodox look down on 
them for their “less authentic” 
type of Jewish observance. He 
also has allies among right-wing 
Jewish voters who do not care 
a whit about ultra-Orthodox 
encroachment yet do resent 
having to foot their bill.

Will this be enough to make 
Berkovitch mayor? A cold, hard 
look says probably not – but 
far stranger things have hap-
pened in a city where resent-
ment against the ultra-Orthodox 
is high and rising.

Lawrence Rifkin is the 
Jewish Journal’s bureau chief in 
Jerusalem.

Meet Joe, the Twitter guy who reports on Gaza 

Election fever in Jerusalem, and a fight is brewing in the capital

Last week, Joe Truzmah posted the latest weapon used by Palestinian militants against 
Israel in Gaza: crossbows. 

Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
Jerusalem’s population is changing, as secular Jews leave for less 
religious communities.



The Bayside of Nahant

Welcome to the Bayside of Nahant. Since 1992, the Bayside has 
had the pleasure of hosting countless numbers of weddings 

and family gatherings. We pride ourselves on our customer service 
to make sure each individual customer is extremely satisfied with 
their special event. With our cathedral ceilings, alabaster chande-
liers, soft room colors and 26 large windows facing the beautiful 
Atlantic Ocean, our location can’t be beat! Oh, and did I mention 
the Boston skyline is our backdrop? Whether you host a day or eve-
ning event, the ocean and skyline views are sure to impress all that 
attend. 

We offer all-inclusive wedding packages, as well as an array of 
menus to satisfy any family gathering. We accommodate groups 
from 75 up to 200 guests. We welcome you to browse our website 
or come take a tour of our facility and see what we can do for you. 

With many thanks to our customers who have come repeatedly 
to celebrate life’s big moments. We are grateful and look forward to 
seeing you back real soon!

The Bayside of Nahant is located at One Range Road, Nahant. 
Visit baysidefunctions.com or call 781-592-3080.
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Bler Travel

Bler Travel is a full service travel agency that has been in the 
Brookline area for over 25 years. Our expertise makes us the  

“go to” agency for all your travel needs. The traveler gets full sup-
port before, during and after the trip. This service is unique as you 
usually do not get this level of service when you book a trip online. 

Our team of professionals cater to your needs and take care of 
all the details of your trip. We continually exceed your expecta-
tions and stay within your budget for flights, vacations, cruises, 
honeymoons, bar or bat mitzvah trips, family tours of Israel, family 
reunions and more. We will never disappoint you. We continually 
receive high praises on our expertise and knowledge, and our cli-
ents come back year after year. Reach out to us for your next trip!

Bler Travel is located at 45 Bartlett Crescent Road, Brookline. 
Contact us at 617-738-0500 or email us at info@bler.com.
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Catering By Tevya

Be a guest at your own party! We have an excellent reputation for 
quality and service to help make your simcha a special occa-

sion. Catering By Tevya provides elegant kosher catering for bar 
and bat mitzvahs, weddings, seders, Shabbat dinners and all kinds 
of social functions. We are continually updating our menus and 
enjoy meeting with our clients to personally design a menu to meet 
your needs for your special day.

We are under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical 
Council of Massachusetts. 

Visit our website at levineskoshermkt.com. Contact us at 978-535-
6449 for more information. 
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Cohen Productions

Cohen Productions is an entertainment company specializing in 
bar and bat mitzvah celebrations. We guarantee high-energy, 

respectable fun and appropriate music volume and selection. 
We guarantee a balance of entertainment for both adults and 

children. No one is left out of the festivities. Cohen Productions will 
customize your mitzvah with a coordinated plan. Together we will 
devise a schedule of formalities, dancing, games, and other enter-
tainment to ensure that everyone in attendance, regardless of age, 
is actively engaged in the mitzvah. We have all of today’s popular 
music (only the clean versions) that appeal to teens as well as a 
huge selection of oldies, classic rock, and traditional Jewish tunes. 
‘High Energy & Not Over The Top’ has been the formula that fami-
lies have come to expect over the years. There is no substitute for 
experience.

Visit CohenProductions.com or call 978-535-0770.

V    V    V

Donna Kagan’s Elegant Touch

For 37 years, Donna has helped families and corporations create 
unique parties. Growing up in the kosher catering business gave 

her a bird’s eye view of what people want. She decided to use her 
knowledge and business degree from Boston University to estab-
lish a company she could operate out of her home. At the time, 
her children were young and this made perfect sense.  Donna can 
furnish caterers, photographers, bands, designer linens, florists, 
props, themes and lighting. She can orchestrate an entire event 
or just some pieces of it, depending on her customers wishes and 
budget. “My primary concern is always the happiness of my client.”

Donna promises to make your event not only memorable, but 
hassle-free.

Be it the mother of the bride or the CEO of a major corporation, 
Donna makes them feel like a guest at their own affair. 

Creating an innovative theme for a client is a special skill Donna 
brings to her work. When people want something different, she will 
work to create an entire environment for them. “There is nothing 
I can’t do, don’t have, or can’t get. I guarantee my clients will be 
amazed at how easy I can make their occasions memorable. I seek 
perfection and I love what I do.”

Experience the best with Donna Kagan, an event planner who 
makes the greatest parties … from casual to the most elegant.

Call 781-631-6603 or email donna.eltouch@gmail.com.
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Evan’s Deli

At Evan’s Deli we understand everything that goes into planning 
an event. We pay close attention to detail so you do not have 

to. Our fantastic staff makes the planning easy for you. Each of our 
custom-designed catering platters is served on decorative trays and 
bowls, and we provide all the plates, napkins, and serving utensils 
necessary for your event. We strive to provide the freshest food for 
you and your guests. Whether your event is an elaborate wedding 
celebration, corporate meeting, or cozy backyard party, you will be 
sure to receive quality service and premium food from Evan’s Deli. 
You can also get any menu item to go or enjoy your food right in 
our deli. 

Call Evan today to let him handle the stress at your next event so 
you do not have to. Once you come in we know you will keep com-
ing back!

Visit evansdeli.com or call 781-631-DELI.
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By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

For those who spend a 
summer at a Jewish camp, 
the memories can last a 

lifetime.
For some, there are bonds 

formed that stand the test of 
time. 

Such was the case for Liliya 
Perelman of Marblehead and 
Jerry Kramer of Peabody, who 
met at camp 10 years ago and 
were married on Sept. 2.

Born in Moscow, Perelman 
came to the United States with 
her parents when she was 3 
years old. Educated 
at Cohen Hillel 
Academy (now 
the Epstein Hillel 
School), she went 
on to the Prozdor 
program at Hebrew 
College and 
Marblehead High 
School. After grad-
uating, Perelman 
attended George 
Washington University and 
spent a semester in Tel Aviv. She 
next moved on to Cardozo Law 
School at Yeshiva University and 
now serves as the assistant cor-
poration counsel in the Labor 
and Employment division at the 
New York City Law Department.

Perelman’s favorite pas-
time is swimming. In addi-
tion to being on the team at 
Marblehead High, she became 

a swim instructor at the JCC in 
Marblehead and worked as a 
lifeguard during the summers at 
Camp Tevya in Brookline, N.H., 
and Camp Simchah when it was 
in Middleton.   

In 2008, Perelman was a life-
guard at Camp Simchah when 
she met “Camper Jerry,” who 
was a counselor.

“He was actually my sister 
Sofia’s counselor the next sum-
mer,” Perelman recalled.

 “After Jerry saw Liliya,” said 
her mother, Jane Mikityansky, 
“he never left the pool!”

Kramer’s parents come 
from Sudbury and Holliston, 

but he has lived 
in Peabody since 
he was born. 
Perelman’s study 
abroad in Israel 
made the relation-
ship long-distance 
for a while, but the 
two kept in close 
touch and recon-
nected quickly 
when she returned.

When Perelman was in law 
school, Kramer visited often. 
After he graduated from UMass-
Amherst with a degree in com-
puter science, the two found an 
apartment in New York in 2016 
where Kramer works as a pro-
grammer.

During the rest of 2016, the 
two families spent time together 
at Passover and Rosh Hashanah. 

33

catering by  
tevya

A division of Larry Levine’s Kosher Meats & Deli

Relax & enjoy youR own PaRty
Munching, lunching & Dining

we Do it all! Full SeRvice cateRing

For information, please call Todd Levine:

978-535-6449
www.levineskoshermkt.com

Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of MA
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Jewish summer camp 
romance blossoms  
into marriage

Liliya Perelman and Jerry Kramer

continued on page 12

In 2008, Perelman 
was a lifeguard at 

Camp Simchah when 
she met “Camper 
Jerry,” who was a 

counselor.
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Round Diamond and Cushion Halo Ring

387 Washington Street, 4th Floor, Boston • 617-426-4932 • josephgann.com

Celebrate your functions at Su Chang’s  
to experience authentic Chinese food!

SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm  •  FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials: MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm
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SAVE THE DATE!

427 Paradise Road, Vinnin Square, Swampscott
781-599-8829
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3-Day Trunk Show!
Featuring Fall & Winter
Fashions & Special  
Occasion Dressing 

Thursday, October 18th 10 - 5 pm
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Celebrating 36 Years!

Frank Lyman Design
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orders & purchases
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In June of 2017, while on a trip 
to Newport, R.I, Kramer pro-
posed after a wine tasting at a 
local vineyard.

“It was the first day of camp 
orientation,” Perelman recalled, 
explaining the significance of 
the date of the proposal. “The 
first day we had met.”

The wedding was held at the 
Boston Harbor Hotel and offici-
ated by Rabbi Michael Ragozin 
of Congregation Shirat Hayam 
in Swampscott. 

When asked about the high-
lights of the ceremony, Perelman 
recalled using her husband’s 

late grandfather’s tallis and a 
gold wedding band that had 
been worn by his mother.

“My favorite part of the wed-
ding,” Kramer said, “was hav-
ing all of our family and friends 
together in one place to cel-
ebrate with us.” He also noted 
that his wife promised to watch 
his beloved Celtics with him this 
season.  

The couple lists such shared 
favorite activities as traveling 
(they celebrated Liliya’s passing 
the Massachusetts and New York 
Bars with a trip to Thailand), 
cooking, and exploring.

“We honeymooned in South 
Africa after the wedding,” 
Perelman said. “Our favorite 
part was the safari, and we defi-
nitely plan on celebrating an 
anniversary by doing another 
safari in the future.”

“I proposed on a vineyard 
in Newport, R.I.,” said Kramer, 
“and it seemed only fitting to 
end our honeymoon at a vine-
yard in Cape Town, South Africa. 
It was the perfect end to our 
safari trip and a reminder that 
we will have many more adven-
tures together in the future.”

Rabbi Michael Ragozin at the wedding of Jerry Kramer and Liliya Perelman in September.

Summer camp romance
from page 11



The Party Specialist
BRUCE D. SILVERLIEB

www.thepartyspecialist.com                         Tel 781-592-0988          

Why Us?
* More than 33 years of experience 

*We create the style you want
* Classic, Contemporary, Elegant or Casual  
* More important... Ask any of our clients

“Let my passion and 
experience join your 

taste and style to 
create the perfect 

reception .”
      

* More than 35 years of experience

www.israelbookshop.com • info@israelbookshop.com

Israel Book Shop
Come to
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Giblees

Giblees has been providing the finest of menswear and person-
alized service in the New England area for more than 50 years. 

From casual to formal, Giblees offers one of the largest inventories 
and selections of men’s designer clothing in all of New England. 
The unique merchandise is chosen from around the world and is 
not commonly found in a typical men’s store. Giblees carries an 
extensive selection of designer brands including Canali, Giorgio 
Armani, Zanella, Peter Millar, etc. The service is just as upscale as 
the clothing. All our sales associates have extensive fashion knowl-
edge and have been trained to help customers choose items that 
best meet their style and budget requirements and, while there, 
you may run into a sports personality as many well known sports 
figures frequent the store such as Gronk and other Patriots players. 

Giblees is located at 85 Andover Street (Rte. 114), Danvers.  
Visit giblees.com or call 978-774-4080.

V    V    V

Infinity Boutique

Whether you are looking for something for work, a social func-
tion, or just casual everyday outfits, Infinity Boutique is 

the perfect place to shop. We have been in business for 36 years. 
Pauline and her staff are fantastic in helping you find an outfit for 
any occasion. We have contemporary fashions for juniors, misses, 
petite and plus sizes. We also have jewelry and accessories for that 
perfect added touch to your outfit. Our variety and styles cater 
to everyone. Our knowledge for fashion will make you become a 
regular customer. It is always exciting to see what will be the new 
trend or color for the upcoming season. 

Please stop by the store at 427 Paradise Road in Vinnin Square, 
Swampscott, or call 781-599-8829. 

V    V    V

Israel Book Shop

The Israel Book Shop has serviced the greater Boston Jewish com-
munity for over 60 years. Our friendly and knowledgable staff is 

available to help with your wedding and bar/bat mitzvah celebra-
tion needs. Whether choosing a ketubah, renting a chuppah, sizing 
up a new tallit, engraving your name on a sparkling kiddush cup or 
just setting up your new Jewish home, the IBS is the place to go.

Israel Book Shop is located at 410 Harvard St., Brookline.  
Visit our website at israelbookshop.com or call 617-566-7113 or  
800-323-7723.

V    V    V

Joseph Gann Jewelers

Located in Boston’s Downtown Crossing for 85 years, Joseph 
Gann Jewelers is a full service destination for all your fine jew-

elry needs. Engagement rings and wedding bands is their specialty. 
With the largest inventory of loose diamonds and gemstones, 
Gann’s will create the classic timeless ring you have been looking 
for. If unique is your thing, Gann custom creates that one of a kind 
piece. Their designers will create for you a CAD design and show 
you that the possibilities are endless. They use the finest materi-
als: platinum, white gold, yellow gold, even rose gold, and the dia-
monds in their settings are of the highest quality.

Many of their designs are vintage-inspired, including diamond 
halos, hand set micro-pavé and French cut diamond settings as 
well as hand engraved bands. In fact, they have one of the finest 
selections of vintage jewelry being in business so long. From the 
1920’s and 30’s through the 1970’s, Joseph Gann appreciates the 
fine details and uniqueness in each piece.

In addition to jewelry, Gann’s has the largest selection of fine 
tableware in the area. Whether you are looking to start a bridal 
registry or give your kitchen that special update, you will find hun-
dreds of patterns on display for the right look for your home.

Visit josephgann.com or call 617-426-4932.
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V    V    V

Kappy’s On Call

We invite you to take advan-
tage of Kappy’s experience 

and pricing for your wedding, 
corporate event, or private 
functions. As a complete bever-
age planning service, Kappy’s 
On Call makes small and large 
events more enjoyable for 
everyone.

Whether your next party is 
at home, a business location or 
function facility, you’ll be glad 
you asked Kappy’s On Call to 
provide the beverages!

Contact us at 781-395-8888 

ext. 3 or by email at oncall@
kappys.com to get started or stop 
by one of our locations on the 
North Shore (Danvers, Peabody, 
Malden) to speak with a team 
member. 

V    V    V

Kolbo Fine Judaica 
Gallery

Kolbo Fine Judaica Gallery is 
celebrating its 40th anniver-

sary serving the Greater Boston 
Jewish community on Sunday, 
October 21st from 11:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., at 437 Harvard Street, 
Brookline – with music, dem-

onstrations by renowned artists, 
great sales, Red Sox tickets char-
ity raffle, and refreshments. 

In 1978, Kolbo was founded 
by Billy Mencow, whose vision 
enabled it to become an inte-
gral part of Boston’s Jewish 
community. Lev Friedman, the 
second owner ensured that 
Kolbo became a “household 
name” for families seeking to 
mark Jewish lifecycle events by 
purchasing their child’s first tal-
lit, a wedding ketubah, a mezu-
zah for a new home, a seder 
plate for Passover celebrations, 
and more. The current owners, 
Larry Hardoon and Janet Fine, 
are carrying their remarkable 

legacy forward, ensuring that 
Kolbo continues its long and 
vibrant history l’dor v’dor, from 
generation to generation. Kolbo 
is delighted that both of the 
former owners will be attending 
the celebration.

Kolbo’s longstanding art 
buyer, Dana Sobel, continues 
to expand the breadth of hand-
made works, engaging new art-
ists locally, in Israel, and other 
parts of the globe. Her decades 
of expertise, together with the 
dedicated and talented staff, 
have helped sustain and grow 
Kolbo to be the richly diverse 
and exquisite gallery that it is 
today. 

Kolbo is located at 437 
Harvard St., Brookline. Visit us 
at Kolbo.com or call 800-238-
8743.

V    V    V

Bruce Silverlieb, 
The Party Specialist

For more than 35 years the 
team at Bruce Silverlieb, The 

Party Specialist, has been creat-
ing outstanding events for our 
hosts and hostesses. It has been 
exciting to help them transform 
concepts into reality. Excellence 
in menu planning, food prepa-
ration, stunning presentation 
and unbeatable professional 
service are our hallmarks. Our 
food is always delicious – old 
favorites and cutting-edge new 
selections – all designed to 
make an event exceptional. Our 
reputation speaks for itself, but 
as a recent client wrote, “many 
guests told me it was the best 
food they ever had at a wed-
ding. Your attention to every 
detail was noted. You and your 
staff were all a pleasure to work 
with and you will receive our 
highest recommendation.” Our 
reputation speaks for itself, but, 
better yet, speak with any of our 
clients.

Visit thepartyspecialist.com 
or call 781-592-0988. 

V    V    V

Salem Trolley

Since 1982, Salem Trolley has 
set the standard for sight-

seeing tours and exceptional 
transportation North of Boston. 
Whether you’re planning a per-
sonal ceremony or corporate 
gathering, count on the Salem 
Trolley to transport your guests 
in style, comfort, and grace.

We can and have provided 
quality transportation for every 
event imaginable. For weddings, 
bar/bat mitzvahs, birthday par-
ties, parades, family reunions, 
proms and school events, let us 
help make your event memo-
rable, safe, and stress-free.

We have special pricing for 
school groups, including proms 
and sporting events. We work 
with local schools for historical 

 

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY 
SERVICE

High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

252 Humphrey Street  u  Marblehead  u  781-631-DELI (3354)  u  www.evansdeli.net
Hours: Mon 10am-7pm  u  Tues-Fri 8am-7pm  u  Sat 7:30am-6pm  u  Sun 7:30am-1pm

EVAN’s
NEW YORK STYLE DELI

DELI PLATTER includes:  Roast Beef, Corned Beef, Turkey Breast, Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, 
Pickles, Bread & Rolls & Condiments ~ $11.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)

FISH PLATTER includes:  Nova Lox, Whitefish Salad, Muenster Cheese, Assorted Bagels, 
Plain & Chive Cream Cheese (other cheeses upon request), Tomatoes, Cucumbers, 

Red Onions & Capers (Sable & Kippered Salmon extra charge)  ~ $12.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)

PARTY PLATTERS FOR EVERY OCCASION!

Hours:
Mon-Wed
10am-5pm

Thurs evening
’til 7pm

Fri 10am-5pm
Sat 10am-4pm

552 Washington Street, 
Canton

781 828 7847
Our boutique is your #1

source for all your special 
occasion wear.

Larger sizes
are our specialty.

DAYMOR
Trunk Show 
Nov. 8-10

Touch of Klass
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RHEA 
SIMON
Vocalist & Pianist

Specializing in 
Jazz, Show Tunes,

Jewish & Israeli Music

H (978) 685-6464
C (978) 857-9989
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Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington Street, Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Free parking ~ Closed Saturdays

V EVENT PLANNING V

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

Call 978-356-2050
Book for the Fall/Holiday season

10% OFF!

V Corporate events V Weddings V 
V Private functions V

V Full Bar service available V

Customizable, Personal

THE PERFECT VENUE 
FOR YOUR EVENT

CONTACT US AT 781.273.1916 OR
PRIVATEEVENTS@CAFEESCADRILLE.COM

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ
BURLINGTON, MA
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781-395-8888 x332

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise, contact 

lois@
jewishjournal.org, 

marcy@
jewishjournal.org, 

or call 978-745-4111.

✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦

Complimentary consultation by appointment
Visit our showroom offices in Marblehead and Martha’s Vineyard

781-631-6603 ✦ donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Event Designer

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

From casual to the most elegant…
Parties for all occasions

FOR A PARTY  
TO REMEMBER...  

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!

One Range Road, Nahant, MA   |   781.592.3080   |   www.baysidefunctions.com

Are you looking for a unique location for your next big function?

Enjoy our ocean front location with sparkling views of Boston at night.
Elegant and Affordable Functions Since 1992

Weddings  •  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs  •  Sweet 16s  •  Proms  •  Showers  •  Birthdays  •  Anniversaries
Retirements  •  Family & Class Reunions  •  Graduations  •  Many Packages & Menus available

Call to arrange your visit today. Ask about our all-inclusive wedding packages.
Select 2018 dates available for your wedding or event. Wedding packages starting at $49.95 pp.

85 Andover St., Rte. 114, Danvers
978.774.4080  giblees.com

One Liberty Square, Boston
617.350.6070  zarehboston.com

FABULOUS FALL FASHIONS arriving!

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA ~ 781-289-3672
By Appointment | Entrance at Rear of House | Major Credit Cards

Extraordinary, Contemporary 
Clothing for Today’s Woman

Selma’sSelma’s

FALL 
IN LOVE with our …

Sweaters, 
Tops, Pants and More!

Casual Daytime Wear to 
Black Tie Party Wear

* Selected Merchandise

 Weddings - Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Showers - Anniversaries
Engagements & More!
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tours of Salem along with trans-
portation to sporting events. 
Our fleet of Trolleys can accom-
modate 30-38 passengers.

The Salem Trolley has 
won the BONS (Best of North 
Shore) Award several times. We 
work with Destination Salem, 
Salem Chamber of Commerce, 
Marblehead Chamber of 
Commerce and the North of 
Boston Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.

Salem Trolley is located 
at 8 Central St., Salem. Visit 
SalemTrolley.com or call  
978-744-5469.

V    V    V

Selma’s  
Dress Shoppe

Selma’s Dress Shoppe was 
started by Selma in 1948, 

and in 1973, her daughter 
Lauralee was excited to con-
tinue her mother’s legacy. At 
Selma’s you will find the fin-
est collection of extraordinary 
contemporary clothing for 
today’s woman: from black tie 
special occasions to daytime 
casual wear such as sweaters, 
tops and pants. If Lauralee 
cannot find what you want in 
the store, she will find it on her 
shopping trips to the New York 
and Chicago fashion markets. 
Clients receive personalized 
service and the staff helps you 
create a new look and update 
your old wardrobe.

Call Selma’s today at 781-
289-3672 to schedule your 

appointment for our com-
plimentary service so we can 
help you find the new you for 
daytime, for nighttime, or for 
anytime.

Major credit cards are 
accepted. Lauralee will help 
you with your new look! 

You will love the clothes at 
Selma’s.

Selma’s is located at 590 
Revere Beach Blvd., Revere.  
Call 781- 289-3672.

V    V    V

Rhea Simon

Rhea Simon has been 
entertaining at parties 

for many years. She is an 
accomplished singer and has 
a BFA in Music Theatre from 
Syracuse University. Besides 
doing parties, Rhea performs at 
clubs and venues such as The 
Club Cafe in Boston and the 
Colonial Inn in Concord.

Contact Rhea at 978-857-
9989.

V    V    V

Su Chang’s

Su Chang’s has been in busi-
ness for 25 years. Come to 

Su Chang’s for your wedding 
celebrations. We have done 
showers, engagement parties, 
rehearsal dinners and even 
small weddings.

We offer authentic Chinese 
food. Specialties include ginger 
scallion lobster, clams with 
black bean sauce, and shrimp 

continued on page 22
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Looking Ahead
OCTOBER 21
KOLBO FINE JUDAICA CELEBRATES 
40TH ANNIVERSARY Join the community 
to celebrate 40 years of Jewish art and gifts. 
Celebration includes: make your own illuminated 
text with acclaimed artist Debra Band; a musical 
performance by Honorable Menschen, post-
collegiate Jewish acappella group; personalized 
calligraphy by Mickie Caspi; performance by 
Kol Echad, acappella group. There will be sales, 
refreshments, free gifts and charity raffle tickets. 
Kolbo Fine Judaica Gallery, 437 Harvard St., 
Brookline.

COME HEAR THE MUSIC PLAY, 
presented by Temple B’Nai Abraham. Temple 
members Paul Cohen, Judith Murray and Steve 
Swartz and the Beverly High School band will 
play jazz, Broadway and pop tunes by Jewish 
composers.  $40 per person, including brunch by 
Becky’s Catering. 10 a.m. 978-927-3211. Temple 
B’Nai Abraham, Beverly. 

JEWS ON THE CHOCOLATE TRAIL 
Community is invited to take a journey through 
the religious history of chocolate with Rabbi 
Deborah Prinz, author of “On the Chocolate Trail: A 
Delicious Adventure Connecting Jews, Religions, 
History, Travel, Rituals and Recipes to the Magic 
of Cacao.” A continental breakfast will be served 
at 9:30 a.m. Suggested donation of $10 per 
person. RSVP to Nancy@TempleEmanu-El.org or 
978-373-3861. Temple Emanu-El, 514 Main St., 
Haverhill. 

ENJOYING YOUR SEXUALITY AS 
YOU AGE conversation talk, a first in a series 
of Healthy Living Talks at Temple Emanuel in 
Newton. By understanding physical and emotional 

issues that may arise in our sexuality, we can 
better navigate problems. Presentation by Suki 
Hanfling, LICSW, AASECT Diplomate, Certified 
Sex Therapist, and founder and Director of The 
Institute for Sexuality & Intimacy, who will be 
giving this presentation. 1 – 2:30 p.m. 617-558-
8172, Temple Emanuel, 385 Ward St., Newton.

OCTOBER 22

AN EVENING WITH AUTHOR DAVID 
HIRSHBERG, award-winning author of his 
debut novel, “My Mother’s Son.” From the opening 
line of the book – ”When you’re a kid, they don’t 
always tell you the truth” – the stage is set for 
this riveting coming-of-age story. Co-sponsored by 
Chabad of Peabody, Congregation Ahavas Achim, 
Congregation Sons of Israel, Hadassah Northeast, 
Lappin Foundation, Temple B’nai Abraham, Temple 
Ner Tamid, Temple Tiferet Shalom and supported 
by CJP.  Free and open to all. 7:30  – 9 p.m. RSVPs 
to Sharon Wyner at 978-565-4450 or swyner@
lappinfoundation.org. Walk-ins are welcome. 
Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody. 

Witness: Lessons from Elie Wiesel’s Classroom  
by Ariel Burger

Hear from Ariel Burger, author, teacher, artist, and 
rabbi who was a lifelong student of Elie Wiesel for 

decades. In his new book, Burger chronicles the intimate 
conversations where he sought counsel from Wiesel on matters of 
intellect, spirituality, and faith. 9:30 a.m. $20 per person, includes 
brunch. Temple Sinai, 1 Community Road, Marblehead

Women of Southie: Finding Resilience During Whitey 
Bulger’s Infamous Reign by Phyllis Karas

Most everyone knows that South Boston, the 
neighborhood that was ruled by legendary crime boss 

Whitey Bulger, wasn’t your white picket fence suburbia. 
Hear from Phyllis Karas as she tells the unknown stories of the 
women behind the scenes who overcame the worst that life 
can throw at them – physical abuse, addiction, and PTSD. In 
attendance will be three of the women featured in the book. 7 p.m. 
$18 per person, includes reception. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

Can’t Help Myself: Lessons & Confessions from a 
Modern Advice Columnist Meredith Goldstein

Dinner and conversation with Meredith Goldstein, 
advice columnist and entertainment reporter for The 

Boston Globe. In her latest book, Goldstein takes readers 
through the origins of the column, its wild online-to-print success, 
and reveals what was happening in her own life as “Love Letters” 
grew. 6 p.m.,  $65 per person, includes dinner and wine, Kernwood 
Country Club, Salem. 

OCT
21

NOV
15

OCT
30

For more information, visit jccns.org/jbm-2018-jewish-book-month-speaker-series



Wedding & Bar/Bat Mitzvah
EXPO

We Take The Stress Out Of Planning 
Your  Wedding Or Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

Sunday November 4, 2018 
11am-3pm  Verve Crowne Plaza Hotel

    1360 Worcester Street (Rte 9)  Natick, MA

2 Free Admission Passes With This Ad

Visit Our Website: WeddingAndBarmitzvahExpo.com

• Balloon Decorators
• Photographers
• Videographers
• Venues • Caterers
• Centerpiece Designers
• Invitations • DJ’s
• Novelties • Amusements
• Event Planners
• And so much more

Contact: Walter Perlman • 508-460-6656 
waltershowphotoart@gmail.com

Week of Friday, Oct 19, 2018 through Thursday, Oct 25, 2018

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

HALLOWEEN (2018) (R) 
Fri: (4:30), 7:15, 9:50

Sat: (11:20 AM), (1:50),  
(4:30), 7:15, 9:50

Sun: (11:20 AM), (1:50), (4:30), 7:15
Mon - Thu: (4:30), 7:15

BAD TIMES AT THE EL ROYALE (R) 
Fri: (3:45), 6:45, 9:30

Sat: (12:30), (3:45), 6:45, 9:30
Sun: (12:30), (3:45), 6:45
Mon - Thu: (4:00), 6:45

THE ROCKY HORROR 
PICTURE SHOW (R) 

Featuring a live shadowcast by  
the Teseracte Players of Boston!

Sat: 8:00, 11:59

THE HISTORY OF  
HALLOWEEN 3D (NR) 

Fri: 4:00, 6:00, 8:00, 10:00
Sat: 12:00, 2:00, 4:00

Sun: 12:00, 2:00, 4:00, 6:00
Mon - Thu: 4:00, 6:00

THE HISTORY OF HALLOWEEN (NR) 
Fri: 5:00, 7:00, 9:00

Sat: 11:00 AM, 1:00, 3:00,  
5:00, 6:00, 8:00, 10:00

Sun: 11:00 AM, 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00
Mon - Thu: 5:00, 7:00

THE TRUE 1692 2D (NR) 
Fri: 4:00, 6:00, 8:00, 10:00

Sat: 12:00, 2:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:00
Sun: 12:00, 2:00, 4:00, 6:00

Mon - Thu: 4:00, 6:00
Visit our website for other showtimes

Spectacle Management
Presents

CARY HALL
1605 Mass Ave, Lexington

Sunday, Oct 28th at 3pm 
(617) 531. 1257  CaryHallLexington.com
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PROGRAM ON THE 
LIFE AND WORK OF 
STEVE ROSS, survivor 
of 10 concentration 
camps and an important 
civic leader in Boston 
who played a pivotal role 
in the creation of the 
New England Holocaust 
Memorial. Steve has 
authored a new memoir, 
and his son Mike Ross, 
a leader in the Jewish 
community and former 
Boston City Council 
member, will be reading 

from his father’s book. There will be a screening of a film 
about Steve’s life and hear from the filmmaker. 7 p.m. Temple 
Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic Ave., Marblehead.

OCTOBER 23
WORDS TO LIVE BY Book Launch & Panel Discussion. 
Presentation of the new and timely anthology, Words to Live 
By: Sacred Sources for Interreligious Engagement (Orbis 
Books). This groundbreaking collection features sacred 
texts and commentary from a diverse group of scholars, 
educators, public intellectuals and activists from Muslim, 
Jewish, Christian, Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh, and Humanist 
traditions. 7:30 p.m. Hebrew College Free. RSVP: mstern@
hebrewcollege.  hebrewcollege.edu. 160 Herrick Road, 
Newton Centre.

OCTOBER 24
SAYING KADDISH IN THE 21ST CENTURY: 
Ancient Wisdom in Modern Times With Anita Diamant. 
Jewish ritual and custom are a wise, compassionate 
pathway through the pain and darkness of caring for the 
dying, burying the dead, mourning and comforting the 
bereaved. Join author Anita Diamant as she explores how the 
time-honored ritual of saying Kaddish can be a meaningful 
source of comfort in the 21st century. Anita Diamant is 
the author of 12 books. Her first novel, New York Times 
bestseller “The Red Tent,” has been published in more than 
25 countries. Reception to follow. More info and rsvp at: 
americanancestors.org. 6 – 7:30 p.m. $20 per person. New 
England Historic Genealogical Society, 99-101 Newbury St., 
Boston.

OCTOBER 25
ISRAELIS & PALESTINIANS CHOOSING PEACE: 
Connecting Through Entrepreneurship & Music. A different 
perspective on working together and playing in harmony, 
a discussion of entrepreneurial ventures and musical 
collaborations, featuring Israeli singing superstar David Broza 
and business visionary Ohad Elhelo. $10 members, $15 
guests, $5 seniors and free to students. Tickets online or at 
the door. RSVP: ohabei.org or 617-277-6610. Temple Ohabei 
Shalom, 1187 Beacon Street Brookline. 

OCTOBER 27
MUSIC OF BELLE ÉPOQUE concert at the Museum 
of Modern Renaissance. In program music by Tchaikovsky, 
Rachmaninov, De Falla, Franck will be performed by Violinist 
Natlja Morozova of Holland and pianist Inna Moiseeva 
of Russia. Belle Epoque is the name for the half century 
preceding World War I. Tickets $35; students and seniors 
$25 can be ordered through facebook atfacebook.com/
Museum-of-Modern-Renaissance. 115 College Ave., 
Somerville.

RHEA SIMON JAZZ TRIO performing at the Music in 
the Forge Tavern at the Colonial Inn in Concord, MA. 7:30 - 
10:30 p.m. Trio features: Steve Heck on piano; Dave Clark on 
bass; Rhea Simon on Vocals/Percussion. 978-369-9200. No 
Cover; delicious pub menu. 48 Monument Sq., Concord, MA. 

OCTOBER 28
2018 GENESIS AWARDS sponsored by Christians & 
Jews United for Israel. Honoree and Keynote Speaker: Mark 
Steyn, Emet Award Recipients: Andrea Levin, CAMERA; Ray 
Hanna, CJUI. 3 - 5:30 p.m. Visit cjui.org for more information.

NOVEMBER 1
ANTI-SEMITISM TASK FORCE OF THE NORTH 
SHORE will host a program to help prepare local college-
bound students to identify and respond to anti-Semitism. 
Program will be led by Arinne Braverman, a former Hillel 
director at Northeastern University. Braverman has significant 
experience helping students respond and protect themselves 
if they encounter anti-Semitism on campus. The program will 
offer students a range of scenarios – some subtle and some 
more obvious – to help teens in attendance identify possible 
responses. 5:30 - 7 p.m. The event is free, open to teens, and 
includes dinner. To register, go to: http://bit.ly/CASTF-Training. 
Congregation Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott.

NOVEMBER 2
HISTORIC TOUR OF JEWISH CHELSEA Join 
Dr. Ellen Rovner in the city of Chelsea as she peels back 
a layer of this city’s history to reveal a rich Jewish 
immigrant past. Twentieth-century Chelsea was home to 
more Jewish residents per square mile than anywhere 

outside of New York City. On our tours, we will discuss 
the swell of Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe in the 
early twentieth century, the mark that the growing Jewish 
population made on this city, and what has changed over 
the past few decades. Tickets through fb: facebook.com/
chelseajewishtours. Starts at 10:30 a.m. from Chelsea City 
Hall, 500 Broadway, Suite 101, Chelsea.

MUSICAL KABBALAT SHABBAT Join the 
congregation of Temple Ahavat Achim for the first Musical 
Kabbalat Shabbat of 5779 with TAA’s own Alle Brieder Band. 
Wine and snacks at 5:30 p.m., service at 6:15 p.m. and Oneg 
Shabbat to follow. Free. Temple Ahavat Achim, 86 Middle St., 
Gloucester.

PJ LIBRARY TOT SHABBAT presented by Lappin 
Foundation. Temple B’nai Abraham invites families with 
young children to join us for a family Shabbat service, story, 
Music with Marcy, dinner and dessert. RSVPs requested to 
Phyllis Osher at posher@lappinfoundation.org or 978-740-
4404. Walk-ins are welcome. 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. Temple B’Nai 
Abraham, 200 E Lothrop St., Beverly.

NOVEMBER 3
THANKS-FOR-GIVING an evening of wine, cheese, 
schmoozing and comedy presented by Chabad of Peabody. 
This event is FREE and open to the community. 7 p.m. For 
more info go to JewishPeabody.com or call 978-977-9111.

THE LITTLE HOUSE: HER STORY, opening of a 
special exhibit at  the Cape 
Ann Museum. Featuring the 
work of beloved children’s 
book author & illustrator and 
founder of the Folly Cove 
Designers Virginia Lee Burton 
(1909–1968). In addition 
to Burton’s drawings, book 
illustrations and prints, an 
artfully-created scale model 
of her “Little House” will be 

on display in the gallery. The exhibition will remain on view 
through March 31, 2019. Information  at capeannmuseum.org  
or 978-283-0455 x10. $12 adults, $10 Cape Ann residents, 
seniors and students; under 18 and Museum members are 
free. 27 Pleasant St., Gloucester.

NOVEMBER 4
A WALK OF THE LAND: The Israel National Trail 
with photographer Udi Goren, who will take the audience 
on a journey along the Israel National Trail. 9:30 – 10 a.m., 
including a continental breakfast. A donation of $10 per 
person is suggested. RSVP by contacting the Temple office at 
Nancy@TempleEmanu-El.org or 978-373-3861 by - October 
31. Walk-ins will also be welcome. Temple Emanu-El, 514 
Main St., Haverhill.

2019 YOUTH TO ISRAEL ADVENTURE (Y2I) 
Informational Meeting. Teens and parents are invited to 
attend an informational meeting to learn more about the 
exciting and FREE two week adventure in Israel from June 
30 – July 14, 2019. 7 – 8:30 p.m. For more information 
about Y2I or to RSVP for one of the informational meetings, 
contact Sharon Wyner at 978-565-4450 or swyner@
lappinfoundation.org. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead. 

WEDDING & BAR/BAT MITZVAH EXPO Take the 
stress out of planning your wedding or bar/bat mitzvah. Many 
wendors under one roof: photographers; videographers, 
DJ’s; event planners, balloon decorators and many more. 
weddingandbarmitzvahexpo.com; contact Walter Perlman at 
508-460-6656. 11 a.m. - 3 pm. Verve Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
1360 Worcester St., Natick. Mention Journal ad and receive 
2 free admission passes.

NOVEMBER 6
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM COURSE For 
individuals seeking to learn about Judaism, Lappin 
Foundation offers a unique opportunity to study with North 
Shore rabbis in Introduction to Judaism, a 25-week course 
designed for individuals in interfaith relationships wishing 
to explore Judaism, as well as for individuals who are 
considering conversion to Judaism. Participants will study 
Hebrew, Jewish history, holidays, life-cycle events, traditions, 
ceremonies, prayer and Jewish text. Registration is required. 
For more information contact Phyllis Osher at 978-740-4404 
or posher@lappinfoundation.org.

NOVEMBER 13
“ATTACK ON TRUTH: DEMOCRACY AT RISK” 
with NY Times journalist, Andrew Rosenthal. Presented by 
The Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies at Salem 
State and the Sonia Schreiber Weitz Lectures Series. Andrew 
Rosenthal, a current New York Times Op-Ed columnist and 
former Opinion page editor at the NY Times, has extensive 
experience with political affairs and will discuss the 2016 
election period. Free and open to the public. 7 p.m. Salem 
Visitor Center, 2 New Liberty St., Salem.

NOVEMBER 14
NORTH SHORE PIZZA & PARSHA Join New England 
Yachad and Chabad of the North Shore for pizza and Parsha. 
6:45 – 8:30 p.m. rsvp online at yachad.org/newengland. $2. 
Age 16+. Contact Caryn Schiller at schillerc@ou.org. Chabad 
of the North Shore, 44 Burrill St., Swampscott.

Submit your Calendar listings 

to calendar@jewishjournal.org



REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street, Swampscott, MA 01907
781-581-1550       www.weaverortho.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME HEALTH CARE

Specializing in private duty home care  
for over 25 years • Fully insured

TONYA NASH
Hours: 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

781-775-7284
www.TopsPassionateHomeCare.com

TOPS PASSIONATE
PRIVATE HOME CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

Home Healthcare • Nurses • PT
Pharmacists • Transportation

Companionship • Handyman Services

877-406-4245
allhourshomehealth.com

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

HOME CARE
Keeping you safe, comfortable 
and independent at home.
Let us show you how we can 
help, no matter where you  
call home. Call us today!

781-691-5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

No�h Sho� Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

PRIVATE HOME HEALTH CARE

JM 
Private Home Health Care Services

Your Well-Being Is Our Priority
Over 10 years experience in the industry with good rates

JOHN MULINDE 
(Home Health Care Specialist)

Waltham, MA
pmayanja@gmail.com • 617-803-6183

PRIVATE HOME CARE

339-532-7214
Personal Assistance at Home
dignitycs@gmail.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

For ALL Your 
Home Care Needs!
D E  

H C  O  Y

781-598-2454 
www.allcare.org

VNA
Hospice

Private Services

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

HEALTH
SERVICES
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ANDOVER – Chabad Lubavitch 
of Merrimack Valley, 310 North 
Main Street. Rabbi Asher Bronstein. 
Friday night, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Chabad 
of North Andover branch, Rabbi 
Zalman Borenstein. chabadmv.com. 

ANDOVER – Congregation Beth 
Israel of the Merrimack Valley,  
6 Dundee Park, Suite 301, Andover. 
Rabbi Howard Mandell. Friday night 
services, musical Shabbat with 
dinner twice a month. 978-474-
0540. Email office@BethIsraelMV.
org. bethisraelmv.org.

ANDOVER – Temple Emanuel 
Andover, 7 Haggetts Pond Road. 
Rabbi Robert Goldstein. Cantor Idan 
Irelander. Friday night services  
7 p.m. Beginning Friday, August 24, 
Friday night Shabbat services start 
at 6:00 p.m. Saturday minyan at 9 
a.m. templeemanuel.net. 

BEVERLY – Temple B’nai Abraham, 
200 East Lothrop Street. Rabbi 
Alison Adler. Friday, 7 p.m., 
Saturday, 9 a.m. tbabeverly.org. 

CHELSEA – Walnut Street 
Synagogue, 145 Walnut 
Street. Rabbi Lila Kagedan. The 
Walnut Street Synagogue is the 
inclusive and diverse home of 
Congregation Agudas Shalom. 
walnutstreetsynagogue.com.

CHELSEA – Temple Emmanuel 
Chelsea, 60 Tudor Street. Rabbi/
Cantor Oksana Chapman. Friday 
night, twice a month, first and third 
Fridays. 617-889-1736. facebook.
com/TempleEmmanuelChelsea.

NORTH CHELMSFORD – 
Congregation Shalom, 87 
Richardson Road. Rabbi Shoshana 

Perry. Friday night services at 6, 
7, or 8 p.m. (time determined by 
variant for that week), Friday Tot 
Shabbats at 6:15 p.m., once a 
month. congregationshalom.org. 

GLOUCESTER – Temple Ahavat 
Achim, 86 Middle Street. Rabbi 
Steven Lewis; no cantor. Friday 
night services, first Friday of every 
month; every Saturday at 9 a.m. 
978-281-0739. Taagloucester.org. 

HAVERHILL – Temple Emanu-El 
Haverhill, 514 Main Street. Cantor 
Vera Broekhuysen, spiritual leader, 
assisted by Rabbinic Intern Mona 
Strick. Services every Saturday 
morning at 9:30 a.m., special 
Friday night services at 7 p.m. 
TempleEmanu-el.org.

LOWELL – Temple Emanuel of 
Merrimack Valley, 101 West Forest 
Street. Rabbi Robin Sparr. Friday 
night services September-June, at 
7:30 p.m. temv.org. 

MALDEN – Congregation Agudas 
Achim-Ezrath Israel, 245 Bryant 
Street. Sexton Wayne Freedman. 
Cantorial soloist Phyllis Werlin. 
Saturday services at 9:30 a.m. 
followed by Kiddush. aa-ei.org.   

MARBLEHEAD – Congregation 
Ahabat Sholom, 1 Community Road.

MARBLEHEAD – Temple Emanu-El, 
393 Atlantic Avenue. Rabbi David 
Meyer. Music specialist Jon Nelson. 
Friday night services 6 p.m. emanu-
el.org. 

MARBLEHEAD – Temple Sinai,  
1 Community Road, Marblehead.  
Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez; 
Cantor David Aronson.  Friday 

night services at 6:00 p.m.,  
Saturday services at 9:30 a.m.  
templesinaiweb.org.

MEDFORD – Temple Shalom of 
Medford, William and Charlotte 
Bloomberg Community Center, 475 
Winthrop Street. Rabbi Braham 
David. Cantor Howard Stern. Friday 
night services at 7:30 p.m., followed 
by oneg shabbat; Saturday morning 
at 10 a.m., followed by kiddush 
lunch. templeshalommedford.org. 

MELROSE – Temple Beth Shalom, 
21 East Foster Street. Rabbi Arnold 
M. Fertig. Cantorial soloist Beth 
Purcell. tbsma.org.

NEWBURYPORT – Congregation 
Ahavas Achim, 53½ Washington 
Street. Rabbi Benjamin Resnick. No 
cantor. Services Saturday at 9 a.m. 
All are welcome. Caanewburyport.
org.

PEABODY – Chabad Lubavitch of 
Peabody, 682 Lowell Street. Rabbi 
Nechemia and Raizel Schusterman. 
JewishPeabody.com.

PEABODY – Congregation Sons 
of Israel, Park and Spring Streets. 
Spiritual leader Seth Landau. 
First Friday monthly, at 7:30 
p.m., Saturday, Sunday, at 9 a.m. 
peabodycsi.org. 

PEABODY – Congregation Tifereth 
Israel, 8 Pierpont Street. No rabbi 
or cantor. Services led by shul 
president Elliot Hershoff and soloist 
Joanne Pressman. Friday services 
once a month. 978-531-8135. 
ctipeabody.org. 

PEABODY – Temple Tiferet 
Shalom, 489 Lowell Street. Rabbi 

David Kudan. Music Director Bryna 
Tabasky. July and August only, 
Friday night Shabbat at 7:00 p.m., 
7:30 p.m. for the rest of the year. 
Saturday morning Service, Snack, 
and Study at 9:30 a.m. 978-535-
2100. templetiferetshalom.org.

PEABODY – Temple Ner 
Tamid, 368 Lowell Street. Rabbi 
Richard Perlman. Cantor Stephen 
Abramowitz. Friday night at 8 p.m., 
unless otherwise stated. Evening 
Minyans Sunday-Thursday 7:30 
p.m. Morning Minyans Saturday 
9:30 a.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
templenertamid.org. 

REVERE – Temple B’nai Israel 
Revere, One Wave Ave., Revere. 
Reb Misha Clebaner. Cantorial 
soloist Jake Harris. Friday night 
services 7 p.m., unless stated 
otherwise. tbirevere.org.

SAUGUS – Congregation Ahavas 
Sholom, 343 Central Street. Cantor 
Joel Davidson, High Holidays only. 
Learned fellow, Michael Simons. 
Friday night services, once a month, 
second Friday of the month. 781-
231-3562.

SWAMPSCOTT – Chabad 
Lubavitch of the North Shore, 44 
Burrill Street. Rabbi Yossi Lipsker 
and Layah Lipsker. Rabbi Shmaya 
Friedman. 781-581-3833. nsjewish.
com.

SWAMPSCOTT – Congregation 
Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Avenue. 
Rabbi Michael Ragozin. Cantor Alty 
Weinreb. Friday night at 6 p.m. 
Saturday services. shirathayam.org. 

WAKEFIELD – Temple Emmanuel, 
120 Chestnut Street. Rabbi Greg 

Hersh. Weekly Shabbat services: 
Friday nights at 7:30 p.m., and 
Saturday mornings at 9:30 a.m., on 
the first and third Saturdays of the 
month. Tot Shabbats are held on the 
second Saturday at 9:30 a.m., with 
an alternative Shabbat on the fourth 
Saturday morning at 9:30 p.m. 781-
245-1886. info@WakefieldTemple.
org. facebook.com/wakefieldtemple. 
wakefieldtemple.org.

WINTHROP – Temple Tifereth 
Israel Winthrop, 93 Veterans 
Road. Cantor Craig Mael. Saturday 
services at 9:30 a.m., followed by 
a kiddush. Sunday services at 8:30 
a.m., followed by a breakfast. Friday 
night services once a month. 617-
846-1390. Jewish-Winthrop.org.

To list your organization’s events or 
to change any information, contact 
Steve at rosenberg@jewishjournal.
org.

Temple listings
Temples are listed alphabetically, by city.

Shabbat  
Candle Lighting

Friday, Oct. 19 ~ 5:37 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 26 ~ 5:26 p.m.



Family-owned and operated since 1933

BARGMAN, MD, Gerald Jay, 
79 – late of Boxford, formerly of 
Buffalo, N.Y., and Madison, Wisc. 
Died on September 28, 2018. 
Husband of Arlene Bargman. 
Father of Carie Bargman Roux 
(Pierre Roux) of France, Lisa 
Bargman Lower (Rick Lower) 
of N.C., and Todd Bargman 
(Deb Sanna Bargman) of Mass. 
Grandfather of Benjamin, 
Samuel, Sarah, Rebecca, 
Matthew, Trey, Alec, Nathan, 
and Anna. Son of the late Louis 
and Bess Bargman. Brother of 
the late Dr. Stuart Bargman. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

BOYARSKY, Bernard, 82 – late 
of Salem. Died on October 12, 
2018. Son of the late Morris and 
Bertha (Miller) Boyarsky. Brother 
of Claire Gauthier of Beverly, 
the late Elliot Boyarsky, and 
the late Alfred Boyarsky. Uncle 
of many nieces and nephews. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

COUSENS, Shirley I., 98 – for-
merly of Peabody, Marblehead 
and Revere. Died on October 
11, 2018. Wife of the late Earl 
Cousens. Daughter of the late 
Herman and Rose (Sharpe) Gale. 
Mother of Lawrence Cousens 
and Corinne Yoshihara of Napa, 
Calif., Ted and Diane Cousens 
of Calif., and Andrew and Emily 
Cousens of Danvers. Sister of 
the late Sydney Gale and the 
late Milton Gale. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

EISEN, Sylvia (Farmelant), 90 – 
late of Malden. Died on October 
10, 2018. Wife of the late Myron 
Eisen. Mother of Dr. Steven 
and Marcy Eisen and Dr. Debbi 
Eisen and Jonathan Bernstein. 
Grandmother of Marissa Eisen 
and Evan Eisen. Sister of the late 
William Farmelant and Hyman 
Farmelant. (Goldman)

FREEDMAN, Althea, 85 – late 
of Palm Harbor, Fla., formerly 
of Chelsea. Died on September 
29, 2018. Daughter of the late 
Maurice and Bessie (Patrick) 
Freedman. Sister of Selwyn 
“Sully” Freedman of Palm 
Harbor, Fla. Aunt of many nieces 
and nephews. (Torf)

OSTROVITZ, Miriam, 98 – late 
of Swampscott, formerly of 
Revere. Wife of the late Sidney 
Ostrovitz. Daughter of the late 
Samuel Landfield and Gertrude 

(Katcoff) Landfield. Sister 
of the late Harriet Sussman 
of Salem, and sister-in-law of 
the late Melvin Sussman and 
the late Samuel Ostrovitz. 
Mother of Nina Ostrovitz 
of Washington, D.C., Greta 
Ostrovitz of Jerusalem, Israel, 
and Roy Ostrovitz of Playa del 
Rey, Calif. Grandmother of four, 
and great-grandmother of six. 
Friend Louis Gallo of Saugus. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

REINE, David, 73 – late of 
Shrewsbury and Boca Raton, 
Fla. Died on October 11, 2018. 
Husband of Ava (Sher) Zinn and 
the late Norma Reine. Son of 
the late Nathan and Bea Reine. 
Father of Andrea Reine-Wales 
and Jeffrey Reine, and father-
in-law of Kelly Reine and Brian 
Wales. Papa to Hannah and 
Alyssa Reine and his step-grand-
children, Zachary Gessman, 

Jacob Zinn, and Avery Zinn. 
Friend of Jeff and Suzanne Zinn 
and Roy and Laura Gessman. 
Loving brother of the late Eileen 
Strier. (Goldman)

RUDOLPH, George, 84 – late 
of Sarasota, Fla., formerly 
of Wenham and Jupiter, Fla. 
Died on October 3, 2018. 
Husband of the late Patricia 
(Kanter) Rudolph. Son of the 
late William J. Rudolph and 
Bess (Cohen) Rudolph. Father 
of Edward and Laurie Rudolph 
of Topsfield, Jodi Rudolph 
Tobyne of Danvers, and Kirk 
and Sarah Rudolph of Sarasota, 
Fla. Grandfather of Rachel, 
Jake and Madison Rudolph, 
Derek and Shane Tobyne, and 
Samantha, Harrison, Carter, and 
Reed Rudolph. Uncle of many 
nieces and nephews. Brother of 
the late Louis, Robert and Allen 
Rudolph. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

Marblehead Memorials
Since 1922

Monuments ~ Markers ~ Bronze
Engraving ~ Cleaning

Marblehead Memorials is a top-rated 
monument business offering the best prices in the area.

Please contact us today and
let us know what we can do to help.

Marblehead Memorials
Daniel J. Cedrone

781.248.1374 ~ www.marbleheadmemorials.com

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS

NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

Two convenient locations servicing families throughout Greater Boston,  
North Shore, South Shore, Sharon Memorial Park and MetroWest.

Slotnick Monuments
232 Fuller Street, Everett, MA 02149
617-387-3980
Production facility / Sales office / Outdoor display 
Full service drafting and sandblasting shop

Slotnick’s MetroWest Monuments
5 Edgell Road, Suite 1
Framingham Centre, MA 01701
508-872-1400
Corporate office / Sales office / Indoor display

SC
Memorial Group

Est. 1910

Drive carefully…
               We can wait.

www.scsmg.net

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
CHEVRA MISHNA – 8 Lake Shore Road, Lynn, MA 01904

Serving the JewiSh CommunitieS of 
the north Shore for five generationS

Compassionate, Personalized Service 
for your Planning Needs

Selling plots at very affordable rates

Pre-plan your future needs with our traditional and 
interfaith options. Contact our management team:

prideoflynninfo@gmail.com  –  339-440-6312
No synagogue or temple affiliation required.

VISA and MC Accepted

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River MA 02720
10 Vinnin Street, Salem MA 01970

Peace of mind is priceless. Avoid crisis and provide 
comfort with  Advance Planning of final arrangements.

Call us today for a free Personal Planning Guide 
781-581-2300

If a death occurred yesterday... 
...what would your family be facing today?
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NOTICES

Honor your friend  
or loved one  

with a donation to  
the Jewish Journal.

Your gift supports  
the continuity of Jewish life  

in our communities.

LEGACY

OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief 
notices for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 200 words 
cost $100; longer submissions 
will be charged accordingly. 
Photographs cost $25 each; 
emailed photos should be sent 
as jpeg or tiff files. Submissions 
are subject to editing for style 
and space limitations. Obituaries 
can be mailed, faxed, emailed 
or hand-delivered to our office. 
For further information, contact 
your local funeral home; call 
Andrew at the Jewish Journal 
at 978-745-4111 x174; or email 
andrew@jewishjournal.org.

P.O. Box 2104 (Workman’s Circle), Peabody, MA 01960
978-531-0606 ~ maplehillcemeterypeabody@gmail.com

www.maplehillcemetery.com



Thank you for donating to the Jewish Journal during the month of September, 2018
Jeanette & Allan Ablow
Ellen & Richard Alexander
Nancy & Jerry Appel
Norman Azer
Alma Barozzi
Florence L Basch
Robert & Roberta Bayne
Cantor Marilyn & Stanley Becker
Dan & Helaine Berg
Norman Berkowitz in memory of 

Marilyn Berkowitz
Leo F Berman in memory of 

Dorothy Berman
Doris & Marvin Berman
Marina Berman & Michael 

Rachman
Philip & Kathleen Berman
Lillian Bockser in memory of  

Alex & son Gary
David & Arlene Borans
Jerry Bornstein & Family
Annette F Bornstein in memory of 

Samuel & Jean Bornstein
Alexander & Nelly Braginsky
Harvey A & Carol C Brand
Esther Brown
Sandy Channon in memory of  

my beloved parents Lena & 
 Dave Fishbein and Jerry Fishbein
Ruth & Louis Chapnik
Tom & Suzie Cheatham
Brenda & Sheldon Cohen in honor 

of our children & grandchildren
Judy Cohen
Miriam Cohen
Shirley & Bill Cole
Robin Comer
Arleen Morris Corneau
Andrew Cutler
Deanna Day
Selda Collins DePalma in memory 

of my beloved parents Ann  
and Maurice Kramer

Louis and Selda DePalma  
in memory of our cousin and 
dear friend Ralph Kaplan

Phyllis & Jerry Dinerman
Carin Doben
John & Ann Doherty in memory 

of Molly Doherty

Michael & Wendy Dubinsky  
in memory of our parents

Joan Dunne
Mr Arthur Eisenberg
Khava Fekson
Karen & Donald Feldman
Aaron & Marina Figelman
Clare & Burton Figler
Jane Finger in memory of  

Sidney & Shirley Levine
Lorily Forman
Sharyn Forman
Dr & Mrs Robert Freedman
Arthur & Myrna Freedman
Eleanor Freeman
Libby Gans in memory of  

Michael Gans
Mr & Mrs Frederick Gardner
Millie Garfield
Walter & Marjorie Gelerman
Gelfand Family Charitable Fund
Arlene & Ronald Generazzo  

in memory of Missie S Diamond
Arlene Germain
Gail & Jerry Gerson
Thelma Gibbs
Shirley Gilgulin in memory of  

Alan G Gilgulin
Judi & Arnold Gitter
Donald & Roberta Glusgol
Sydney & Feiga Gold
Daniel A Goldberg
David Goldberg
Herb Goldberg
Fran & Leon Golden
Marion Goldman
Joanne Goldstein
Sema & Henry Goldstein  

in memory of our parents
Cynthia Gordon
Bunny & David Gorfinkle
Phyllis & Robert Grant in memory 

of Lorraine Heitner
Joanne & Jerrold Grant  

in memory of our late family 
members & friends

Pearl & Maury Greenbaum
Nancy & Irving Greenberg  

in memory of  
Steven Greenberg

Natalie Greenblatt in memory of 
Allen Greenblatt

Joel Hariton
Karen & Jim Harris
Edward Hart MD
Philip Hershberg in memory of 

Elena & Janet Hershberg
Harris & Susan Hochberg
Allan M Huberman
Sonia & Alan Kalikow
Patricia Kaplan in memory of  

Dr Isadore Kaplan
Eric & Cynthia Kaplan
Crasella Kaplan
Natalie Kaplan
Miriam Karas
Toby Karlyn
David & Sheila Katz
Peter Kaufman
Jerrold Kestenberg
Nanci Cole King
Anonymous in memory of  

Miriam & Max Kirstein
Marilyn & Bobby Kramer
Igor & Genya Krigman
Cheryl B Kriteman
Dr & Mrs Jacob Kriteman
Ms Sandra Lappin
Mel & Elaine Leeds
Lois & Sherman Lein in memory of 

our daughter Lesley
Charline Levin
Ruth Levin
Vladimir Levin & Tatyana 

Berestetskaya
Ms Janice Levine
Laura Levine
Susan & Larry Levine
Roseanne & Gerald Levinson
Erma & David Levy
Paul Levy
Binnie Lewis in memory of  

Harvey Lewis
Fay & Leon Lewis
Carol Lissack in memory of 

Kenneth Lissack
Elaine B Litcofsky
Galina Lonshteyn
Sarah A Manganaro

Judith Marder in memory of  
my beloved husband  
Robert Marder

Jake & Karen Maslow
Burton & Donna Matross
John & Sandee Matteucci
Adrienne Mazor
Ralph & Arleen Mednick
Lois Miller
Merton & Sandra Morse
Judy & Mel Myerow
Howard & Susan Nellhaus
Galina Nizhnikov
Barbara Norman
Arlene Nyman
Arlene Padulsky
Martin Paley
Robert L Pann in memory of  

Sylvia Pann
Prof Martin Patt
Bea Paul in honor of the New Year 

- Shanah Tovah
Fran Pearlman in memory of 

Elaine Stone
Sandra Perchik in memory of 

Lawrence Perchick
Carolyn Pivnick
Jacob Pouladian
Edward & Carolann Price
Sidney Quint in memory of  

Carole S Quint
Steve & Faith Quintero
Ted Reed in memory of  

Susan Reed
Howard & Sharon Rich
Scott Richmond
Ronald Robinson
Barbara & Jerry Rodman
Russell & Tracey Roman
Linda M Rosenfeld
Steven & Maxine Rubin
Sheila Rudin in memory of 

beloved parents Abraham & 
Ethel Weiss

Eugene & Lana Saksonov  
in memory of Abram Saksonov

Esther & Richard Salinsky
Sandra & Neil Schauer
Arthur & Linda Schwartz

Phyllis Seltser in memory of  
my beloved husband Gerry

Eileen & Neal Selznick
Alice Shactman in memory of 

Jack Leamon
Ruth & Milt Shaffer
Roz Shapiro
Mark & Mimi Shapiro in honor of 

our daughter Emily Packer
Margie Shapiro in loving memory 

of my Dad, Jerry Ogan
Louis Shoer in memory of  

Faith Shoer
Fania Shtil
Beverly & Lenny Shuman
Sandra & Arnold Shuman
Mr & Mrs Stuart Silverman
Barbara Silverman in memory of 

Mark & Mary Gediman
Phyllis Snyder & daughters  

in memory of Alfred Snyder
Mr & Mrs Herman Sokolow
Arlene & Jack Stahl
Rosalyn Stein
Susan & Wayne Stelk
Milton I Steller
Anna Stulberg
Emma & Marty Sullaway
Marvin & Rosalyn Tabasky
Ruth Turkanis
Carole & Ralph Turransky
Phyllis Vigoda
Dorothy Wallman
Don & Barbara Weiner
Rabbi Edgar & Yvonne Weinsberg
Harold & Bonnie Weiss in memory 

of Rosalyn Weiss
Judy Weiss
Andrew & Karen Whitman
Estelle & Joel Whitman
Wendy & Conrad Wicks
Judi Wise
Howard Wiseman
Janice & Elliot Wyner
Beth Yanofsky in memory of 

Bertha & Philip Yanofsky
Joan & Sidney Zaidman
Freyda Winick Zieff in memory of 

Norton G Zieff
Thank you to our anonymous donors
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Dr. Mark Barry Lempert, 67, 
of Swampscott, entered into rest 
on October 8, 2018, surrounded 

by his loving family and friends. 
He valiantly battled Stage IV 
pancreatic cancer for over a 
year.  

Born in the Bronx, N.Y., he 
was the son of the late Samuel 
and Blanche (Kraft) Lempert. He 
was the beloved husband and 
best friend of Linda Lempert, 
with whom he shared 43 special 
years. 

Mark loved his work as a phy-
sician and equally loved shar-
ing his humor, quick wit, tal-
ents and passions for nature, the 
arts, and travel with loved ones.

Those left to cherish Mark’s 
memory are his devoted chil-
dren Amanda Lempert Pesa, 
her husband Patrick Pesa, and 
grand-pup Foxy, and Brian 
Lempert and his wife Myrna 

Gerrans Lempert. He will also 
be missed by his sister Janet 
Friedlich and her husband Leo, 
his sister-in-law Arlene Weiss,  
his many nieces and nephews, 
and a treasure trove of dear 
friends, old and new. 

A memorial service/ cel-
ebration of life was held on 
October 14 at Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
Salem. Contributions in Mark’s 
memory may be made to Care 
Dimensions, 75 Sylvan St., Suite 
B-102, Danvers, MA 01923 
(https://www.caredimensions.
org/giving/) and Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network (www.
pancan.org). For more informa-
tion or to register in the online 
guestbook, visit www.stanetsky-
hymansonsalem.com. 

Mark Barry Lempert, MD, 67, of Swampscott
Sylvia A. Lipnick, 98, of 

Swampscott, entered into rest 
peacefully on October 4, 2018.  
She was the devoted loving wife 
of the late Saul E. Lipnick for 
67 years. Born in Worcester on 
October 3, 1920, she was the 
daughter of the late Harry and 
Jennie (Savatsky) Nemshin. 

Sylvia was the loving mother 
of Dr. Michael Lipnick and his 
wife Randee of Delmar, N.Y., 
Robert Lipnick and his wife 
Chelina of Boca Raton, Fla., 
and Lori Groipen and her hus-
band Larry of Swampscott. She 
was the adored grandmother of 
Scott Lipnick (Lauren) of New 
York, N.Y., Julie Herzlich (Justin) 
of Davie, Fla., Sari Ellis (Tim) 
of Seattle, Wash., Jennifer Jasilli 
(Nick) of Marblehead, Adam 
Lipnick of Albany, N.Y., and 
Melissa Lipnick of Miami, Fla. 
Sylvia was the beloved great-
grandmother of Alexander “AJ” 
Jasilli, Zachary Jasilli and Blake 
Lipnick. She was the loving sis-
ter and sister-in-law of Sanford 
(Sandy) and Carol Nemshin, and 
the late Ruth and Murry Brauer 
and Lillian and Bob Rubin.

She was a longtime member 
of Congregation Shirat Hayam of 
the North Shore. Sylvia enjoyed 
reading, cooking, tennis and 
traveling. She will be dearly 
missed by her many nieces, 
nephews, extended family and 
friends.

The family would like to 
thank the staff at Bertram House 
of Swampscott, FirstLight Home 
Care and Care Dimensions of 
Danvers for all the love and care 
provided to her.  

A graveside service was held 
on October 7 at Congregation 
Shirat Hayam Cemetery, 
Peabody. Memorial con-
tributions can be made to 
Congregation Shirat Hayam, 55 
Atlantic Ave., Swampscott, MA 
01907 (www.shirathayam.org), 
or to Care Dimensions, 75 Sylvan 
St., Ste. B-102, Danvers, MA 
01923 (https://give.caredimen-
sions.org). Arrangements were 
trusted to the care of Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
Salem. For more information or 
to register in the online guest-
book, visit www.stanetsky-
hymansonsalem.com. 

Sylvia A. Lipnick, 98, of Swampscott

Ruth Lunder, 91, of Swamp-
scott, entered into rest on 
October 4, 2018. 

Born in Boston on January 
6, 1927, she was the daughter 
of Samuel and Frances Barron. 
She was predeceased by her 
brothers Edward, Harold, and 
Leo. Ruth was the beloved wife 
of the late Jerome Lunder. She 
was the cherished mother of 
Michael and Cheryl Lunder, 
Ellen Lunder, and Susan Lunder 
Burke. She was the beloved 
mother-in-law of Joseph Burke. 
Ruth was also the mother-in-law 
of David Aronson. She adored 
each of her grandchildren 
as they did her: Jennifer and 
Suraj Krishnamurthi, Jeff and 
Caitlin Burke, Dana Burke, Scott 
Lunder, Josh Lunder, Michelle 

Aronson, and Josh Aronson. She 
was blessed with four great-
grandchildren: Tatum, Sienna 
and Harlow Kirshnamurthi, and 
Clara Burke. 

Ruth was a proud alumna of 

Colby College, truly ahead of 
her time in pursuing a business 
degree. Her love of music, read-
ing and dance, particularly the 
jitterbug, added to her lively spir-
it. Ruthie loved to be surrounded 
by her family, whom she always 
put first. Her loving and kind 
heart made her a friend to all. 

A funeral service for Ruth was 
held on October 7 at Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
Salem. Interment followed in 
Congregation Shirat Hayam 
Cemetery, Peabody. In lieu of 
flowers, contributions in Ruth’s 
memory may be made to Colby 
College (https://alumni-secure.
colby.edu/give). For more infor-
mation or to register in the 
online guestbook, visit www. 
stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Ruth Lunder, 91, of Swamp scott



By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

Just the other day, I was play-
ing my Sony Discman, won-
dering which song would 

come next in the “shuffle” 
mode, and I got to thinking: I 
wonder where Peabody’s funni-
est son is?

Though he now lives in New 
York, Gary Gulman, the finalist 
on NBCs’ “Last Comic Standing” 
and regular on late night shows 
is not in any one place for too 
long. The former Boston College 
football player, accountant, and 
high school teacher continues 
to combine bruising punchlines 
with intelligent humor as he 
tours the world.

Last April, Gulman returned 
to his hometown for a bene-
fit to help out his alma mater, 
Peabody Veterans Memorial 
High School. 

On Nov. 2, he’ll perform at the 
Wilbur Theatre in Boston. Who 
knows, he may even spend the 
night in his childhood home, 
safe and snug in his Star Wars 
bed sheets. 

*    *    *
How did you go from Boston 

College tight end [on a schol-
arship, no less] to stand-up 
comedian? More importantly, 
what did your parents think 
about it?

I think the tight end thing 
was confusing to them because 

I had been kind of a passive, 
sweet kid and then, all of a sud-
den, I got really big and got a 
scholarship to a good college, 
so they put aside their doubts 
and accepted this opportunity 
that was pretty phenomenal, 
because I had only played one 
year of high school football.

The great luck was that I 
failed as a football player. Now 
that I learn about all the dan-
gers associated with the game, I 
think I was lucky to get out with-
out any long-term side effects.

When did you get the com-
edy bug? Was it like Jackie 
Mason – telling jokes in shul 
and realizing you could draw 
a bigger crowd than the rabbi?

I have been a fan of comedy 
since I was old enough to stay 
up to watch “The Tonight Show” 

when I was 6 or 7. I would watch 
guys like David Brenner, Garry 
Shandling, and Richard Lewis 
and I saw the magic they were 
putting out there. I always 
watched comedians and lis-
tened to albums. 

In college, I started to write 
ideas that were completely 
useless, but I got up on stage 
the fall after I graduated and I 
was hooked. It was so fun and 
rewarding! I failed miserably 
many times, but I somehow suc-
ceeded enough times to keep 
me interested and encouraged.

It was 25 years ago: Oct. 8, 
1993 was my first open mic at 
Nick’s Comedy Stop in Boston. 
I have thought of quitting many 
times, but I have stayed in the 
game and I am so grateful I have 
because it is such a fun and 
rewarding career!

How have you evolved as 
a comedian over the past 25 
years? 

I started out as more a strict 
observational comedian and 
then, as I learned how to write 
better and take more risks, I 
started telling long stories. I 
think they refer to it as long-
form comedy. I think that has 
distinguished me from a lot of 
other comedians. I think a lot of 
people point to that as the dif-
ference between my style and 
some others.

The other thing I have done 
is to start to get more personal 

about my personal life and my 
background and my childhood 
and my life offstage, and that 
has been very helpful because 
at some point you run out of 
things to observe outside your-
self, and it becomes necessary 
to take a deeper look inside. 
I think people have responded 
in a very positive way to my 
more autobiographical stories 
and jokes than even some of the 
stuff I have done earlier.

Do you see such intro-
spection and openness as a 
through-line for comedians, 
and perhaps for Jewish come-
dians in particular?

I think a lot of comics are 
more open about their lives and 
their foibles. Growing up, I was 
always so enthusiastic and felt 
so relieved when I heard Garry 
and Richard in particular talk 
about their struggles and neuro-
ses. I found it to be a revelation 
to hear them admit to being 
weak and insecure or fearful. 
That was really empowering to 
know I wasn’t alone and I find 
a lot of people, when they hear 
my stories, they tell me that 
it helps them and I am really 
encouraged by that.

Is it hard being a 6-foot-6-
inch  Jewish stand-up – as you 
might say – in this economy?

I say that I’m physically an 
outlier in the Jewish commu-

nity, but I line up with a lot of 
the traits that have been attrib-
uted to Jewish men: I’m bookish 
and neurotic and sensitive and 
creative. So I got these physical 
gifts, but I still line up with my 
brethren in a lot of significant 
ways.

Do you try to bring a little 
extra for Boston-area shows or 
do you have it all so down now 
that it just roars every night?

I don’t do any jokes that peo-
ple have seen on any of my spe-
cials or albums. I like to turn 
over my material. 

I also take notes throughout 
the year on everything, but I 
have a special list of stories and 
observations that I make about 
Boston, so it can be very spe-
cific. You can’t really talk about 
Bernie and Phyl and Harvey 
Leonard in Des Moines, Iowa, 
so I have notes that are just for 
the Boston show and the people 
really appreciate that. I find it so 
fun that I can make fun of things 
like the ‘Phantom Gourmet’ and 
the Boston tragedy of losing the 
Super Bowl. So I am very enthu-
siastic about the Boston show. I 
do it pretty much every year and 
it is always lot of fun!

For information on Gary 
Gulman’s Nov. 2 show at the 
Wilbur Theatre, call 617-248-
9700 or visit thewilbur.com.

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4 PM, Monday –Thursday 7AM - 7 PM, Friday 7 AM - 4 PM,                              
Closed Saturday.                      

Zayde’s Market                       
                               Where Quality & Kosher Meet 

    www.zaydesmarket.com           781-828-3530 

Every Tuesday                                 
Pizza in the Park                               

at                                        
New Cold Spring Park  
Farmer’s Market                            

1200 Beacon St.                                  
October 16 & 23                                           

1:30 PM - 6:00PM                            

We Cater 

 Thanksgiving Menus Available 
Fresh “Israeli Style” Thin                                                       
Chicken Schnitzel…....….....$7.99lb. 
The Butcher’s Select                                                                   
Pepper Steak - Stir Fry…$7.99lb. 
FROZEN                                                                         
Whole Broilers…3.5lb - 5lb...$2.29lb.   
1st Cut Lean                                                        
Pastrami…Montreal Style…..$11.99lb.  
Had Lavan                                                               
Roast Turkey Breast……..$6.99lb. 
Pit Master Style                                       
Smoked BBQ Brisket….....$19.99lb. 
Har Bracha                                                         
Cabernet Franc...Reg.$49.99...$38.00 
Fresh Baked Goods - Blacker’s & Rosenfeld’s                                                                                     

Sale Prices Good Thru October 26, 2018                                                                   
See our Website & Facebook page     

FREE PARKING 

Karaoke on
Fridays and

Saturdays from
8:30 pm to
12:30 am!

ORDER ONLINE AT: 
www.fantasyislandsalem.com

516 Loring Avenue, Salem
Tel: (978) 745-1700 

Fax: (978) 740-9121
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Peabody funnyman Gary Gulman to perform in Boston Nov. 2

Gary Gulman

By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

They’re not just a list of instructions for making 
something out of various ingredients anymore. 
Three of the latest cookbooks feature stories about 
their Jewish authors. 

“Shaya: An Odyssey of Food,  
My Journey Back to Israel”

By Alon Shaya
pomhospitality.com

 

Though he was 
born in Israel, 

award-winning chef 
Alon Shaya grew up 
in Philadelphia and 
made his name in 
New Orleans as the 
owner of several res-
taurants and the 
head of Pomegranate 
Hospitality.  

In this new book, 
Shaya not only shares 
his recipes, but also 

his moving personal story of survival and discov-
ery. Much like the Jewish people, Shaya has had 
to face many challenges and has emerged even 
stronger. His story inspires and enriches inside 
and out.

As he’s aware of life’s ups and downs and lack 
of consistency, Shaya’s book isn’t organized in the 
traditional appetizer-main-dessert way. Instead, 
the delicious and satisfying tale follows its own 
path, from place to place and flavor to flavor. In 
this way, the book serves not only as a culinary 
inspiration but as a philosophical and geographi-
cal guidebook that rewards continued and repeat-
ed investigation.

“Smitten Kitchen Every Day”
By Deb Perelman

www.smittenkitchen.com

Whether they use Purple Carrot, Blue Apron, 
or some other food and recipe delivery ser-

vice, more people want to cook for themselves so 
they can be sure they are putting the best, freshest, 
and healthiest foods in their bodies and those of 
their loved ones.

For former tech reporter Deb Perelman, that 
desire led her to her small galley kitchen in New 

York’s East Village and 
resulted in a best-
selling cookbook and 
blog called Smitten 
Kitchen.

In the recently 
released follow-
up book, “Smitten 
Kitchen Every Day,” 
Perelman expounds 
upon her unfussy and 
triumphant cooking 

ethos and adds a ton more delicious and fun-to-
play-with recipes that range from deli rye English 
muffins, magical two-ingredient oat brittle, and 
what Deb claims to be “perfect” blueberry muf-
fins. There’s also kale-dusted popcorn, grilled 
yogurt flatbread, and a garden gin and tonic 
(which all chefs eventually need). 

Among the sources cited in the book are 
Christopher Kimball’s “Milk Street” and award-
winning actress (and Gwyneth Paltrow mom) 
Blythe Danner. The book also contains a guide to 
measurements and suggestions for how to satisfy 
special diets, such as vegan and gluten-free. Turn 
one page and you will be smitten, too.

“Unforgettable: The Bold Flavors  
of Paula Wolfert’s Renegade Life”

By Emily Kaiser Thelin
www.unforgettablepaula.com

What do you 
do when you 

are diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s dis-
ease? If you’re Paula 
Wolfert, you become 
an Alzeimer’s activ-
ist and create new, 
healthy recipes that 
just might help slow 
its progression.

Emily Kaiser Thelin 
has written a loving 
tome that shares the 
word-traveling wis-
dom and kitchen cre-

ations of Wolfert, a famed chef and award-winning 
cookbook author.  In addition to over 50 recipes, 
the book also shares tips on how to stock a larder 
as well as Wolfert’s views on the ties between food 
and memory and her advice for dealing with los-
ing recollections even as more are being made.

These cookbooks dish up stories along with recipes



Oct. 19, 1948 
Navy Fights First Major Battle

Three Israeli ships, the 
Haganah, the Wedgewood and 
the Noga, attack an Egyptian 
vessel unloading troops near 
Ashkelon in the first major battle 
for the Israeli navy. The Israeli 
ships shoot down two fighter 
planes and damage the Egyptian 
vessel, which has to be towed 
to Port Said. The engagement is 

part of Operation Yoav, a south-
ern offensive that began Oct. 15 
to open a route to the Negev. 

Oct. 20, 1952 
Speaker Itzik Born

Dalia Itzik, who in 2006 
becomes the first woman to 
serve as the Knesset speaker, 
is born in Jerusalem to immi-
grants from Iraq. She is elected 
to the Jerusalem City Council 

in 1989, then is first elected to 
the Knesset in 1992 as a Labor 
Party member. After switching 
to Kadima in 2006, she serves as 
interim president from January 
to July 2007. She retires from 
politics in 2012.

Oct. 21, 1949 
Netanyahu Born

Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
ninth and current prime minis-
ter of Israel, is born in Tel Aviv. 
He spends much of his child-
hood in Philadelphia.

Oct. 22, 1952 
First Ambassador to Britain
Eliahu Elath, who was Israel’s 

first ambassador to the United 
States, presents his credentials 
to Queen Elizabeth II as he is 
elevated from minister (a posi-
tion he has held since 1950) to 
become Israel’s first ambassador 
to the United Kingdom.

Oct. 23, 1868 
Philanthropist Mond Born
Alfred Mond, a future mem-

ber of Parliament and ardent 
early British Zionist, is born in 
England. The son of wealthy 
Jews, Mond is not raised as a 
Jew. He marries in the Anglican 
church and raises his children 
as Christians. But he uses his 
wealth to support Jewish settle-
ment in Palestine, including the 
town of Tel Mond, and helps 
found the Jewish Agency.

Oct. 24, 1915 
Husayn-McMahon 

Correspondence Starts
Sir Henry McMahon, the 

British high commissioner 
in Cairo, and Husayn Ibn Ali, 
the sherif of Mecca, begin an 
exchange of letters in which the 
British government promises 
to back Husayn’s bid to lead a 

restored caliphate in exchange 
for his support for the war 
against the Ottoman Empire. 
Palestine is not mentioned, but 
Husayn later claims that land is 
included in the area planned for 
Arab administration.

Oct. 25, 1895 
Eshkol Born

Levi Eshkol, Israel’s third 
prime minister, is born into 
a Hasidic family near Kiev as 
Levi Shkolnik. He gets involved 
with Zionist youth groups as a 
high-schooler at the Hebrew 
Gymnasium in Vilna and makes 
aliyah in 1914. He becomes 
prime minister in 1963 and 
leads Israel through the Six-Day 
War in 1967.

Items are provided by the 
Center for Israel Education 
(www.israeled.org). 

www.wjskouras.com
Call John: (978) 531-5545 

Fax: (978) 977-9982
Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Fully Insured

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
Residential  |  Commercial  |  General Carpentry

W. J. SKOURAS & CO. INC.

AT YOUR SERVICE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC

LOCH TILE
Your bathroom tiles look dirty,  
grout falling apart, leaking?
We can make it look like  
a brand new installation,  
repairing and regrout.

Please call or text me at 

781-504-3895
Lochtile.com

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

BAY STATE  
WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Now carrying 

Ready Made Curtains 
Selected items 25% OFF

Custom Draperies, 

Blinds, Shades & More!

Free Estimates & Installation

86 Tremont Street, Peabody

baystatewindowfashions.com

To advertise, call 978-745-4111 x140 or x150

www.a1exterminators.com

and squeeze through it.

You see a dime.

Mice see a door,

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com

KITCHEN & BATH  
SHOWROOM

Wholesale & Retail  
Plumbing & Heating Supplies

55 Alley Street, Lynn
781-592-0583

www.bourneufshowroom.com

Open: Monday – Friday 9 am-4 pm
Closed Saturdays
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From page 15

with stuffed eggplant. It is necessary to order our superb rack of 
lamb one day in advance. It is always good to include our deli-
cious noodles and a green vegetable. Mother always said it was 
important to eat your green vegetables! We are so fortunate to be 
in business for so many years and we attribute that to you – our 
customers. We so appreciate you!

Su Chang’s is located at 373 Lowell St., Peabody.  
Visit suchangspeabody.com or call 978-531-3366. 

V    V    V

Touch of Klass

Touch of Klass is a high-end boutique that has been in business 
for 37 golden years.
The majority of our dresses are NOT ONLINE.
Our clothes are GLAMOUR, CLASSIC and by no means NOT 

YOUR AVERAGE DESIGN.
Most of our garments come in many colors and are tailored to 

your measurements.
Coming to Touch of Klass is like visiting a boutique in New 

York.
Touch of Klass is located at 552 Washington St., Canton.  

Visit our website at touchofklass.net or call us at 781-828-7847.

V    V    V

Zvi Jalfin Photography

With 14 years of experience as a full time photographer, Zvi 
understands that photography is not just the click of a cam-

era; rather, it is the digital art of capturing your perfect moment 
and enhancing it for exceptional quality. Often overlooked, Zvi 
provides a proper lighting setup and technique that are crucial 
in photography; it is an art that Zvi has been perfecting for years 
and years. That quality comes from staying current with leading-
edge technology and partnering with the right strategic alliances. 
With many years of experience in the graphic art and printing 
industries, he has the critical knowledge needed to select and 
work with the right partners to produce the best results for your 
special moments. By listening to his clients and focusing on what 
they want to capture, Zvi ensures that their photographs, albums 
or portraits are the timeless keepsake they were hoping for. Acting 
in a consultative role, Zvi provides input regarding photographic 
options to fulfill his clients’ needs. Zvi photographs weddings and 
bar and bat mitzvahs, corporate events, executive portraits and 
headshots, family portraits and pets. Zvi also offers Digital Graffiti 
services, Green Screen Photography, Red Carpet and Paparazzi 
photography stations as well as photo booth rentals.

Visit jalfinphoto.com, email zvi@jalfinphoto.com, or call 781-
449-7249.

V    V    V

Today in Israeli history

Photo by Amos Ben Gershom, Government Press Office
Knesset Speaker Dalia Itzik presides over the opening of the 
Knesset’s winter session Oct. 27, 2008, while President Shimon Peres 
addresses the legislature.



300 Salem Street
Swampscott

781.593.6111

72 Front Street
Marblehead
781.631.8800

~  Marblehead  ~
Blend the charm of a bygone era  

with the amazing amenities of a custom  
completely restored 4+ bedroom colonial  

in desirable Clifton and this home is it!
$1,295,000

saganharborside.com

~  Salem  ~
Spectacular 4 bedroom, 3 full bath colonial  
set on over a half acre of beautiful grounds  

across from Salem Harbor.  
A most beautiful and distinctive home.

$824,900

FABULOUS OPPORTUNITIES
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Arnold Schoenberg (1874-1951) is 
known as one of the brightest lights 
of the German Expressionism 

Movement. After escaping the early 
wave of Nazi anti-Semitism, the Austrian 
native left Munich and ended up in 
Boston in 1933. After a year or so, he 
moved to Los Angeles, where he contin-
ued as one of the most influential com-
posers of the 20th century.

From Nov. 14-18, Boston Lyric Opera 
will bring Schoenberg back east with 
the world premiere production of Tod 
Machover’s “Schoenberg in Hollywood.”

Machover has been hailed for his 
compositions and for creating new tech-
nologies that – like Schoenberg – stretch 
the boundaries of music. Machover 
is academic head as well as director 
of the MIT Media Lab’s Opera of the 
Future group. He also has brought musi-
cal expression to larger communities 
through his famed “robotic” operas and 
city symphonies.

*    *    *
Who were your earliest musical 

inspirations?
My mom is a Juilliard-trained pianist 

who decided to become a very creative 
music teacher. My dad was a pioneer in 
the field of computer graphics. So I grew 
up with both influences in my life. My 
mom grew up in a European high cul-
ture family in upstate New York, while 
my dad grew up a pure populist in Iowa, 
so that contrast influenced me, too. As 
my parents had a strong interest in both 
music and technology, we also listened 
to a lot of avant-garde music so I grew up 
with a great mix.

How did Jewish music influence 
Schoenberg (and you)?

Schoenberg grew up in a very reli-
gious family, knowing traditional 
Hebrew liturgy but also loving classical 
western music. In this opera, the music 
of Bach mixes with cantorial music, as if 
Schoenberg is trying to decide how they 
might fit together. I also loved the music 

of Bach growing up – especially his litur-
gical music. My mother’s family was 
pretty observant and I was lucky to grow 
up listening to some of the best cantors I 
have ever heard. I [also] played Bach and 
experimented with cantorial music and 
wired my cello for rock, and morphed all 
of this in many ways.

What first excited you about 
Schoenberg?

My mother had been to Juilliard 
where the Juilliard Quartet had record-
ed Schoen berg’s music, including his 
famed “String Trio.” My mother had also 
studied with Eduard Steuermann, who 
had been one of Schoenberg’s top stu-
dents. Schoenberg’s music is difficult, so 
I did not play it until later, but I did listen 
to it quite a lot.

I have always admired [Schoenberg’s] 
music and his being an uncompro-
mising, courageous inventor who was 
always ahead of his time. It took the 
audience a long time to come around 
and, in many ways, he is still not as 
appreciated as he should be, and that is 
part of the reason why I wrote this opera.

About 20 years ago, I came across 
a book called “Arnold Schoenberg: 
The Composer as Jew” by Alexander 
Ringer. I had never really thought about 
Schoenberg’s Judaism. He had written 
an opera called “Moses and Aron” that 
he never finished, and his other Jewish-
themed pieces were not among his most 
famous. But in reading Ringer’s book, 
I realized how his connections to his 
Judaism were profound and personal. 
I also realized how much of the resis-
tance to his music was very mixed up 
with anti-Semitism. As he deviated from 
traditional tonal harmony, people said 
that he was writing meandering “Jewish” 
melodies unconstrained by the rules of 
harmony. Learning that people talked 
about Schoenberg’s music in that way 
made me realize how deeply music is 
tied to all of our ideas – and prejudices. I 
wanted to explore this more deeply, and 
that is where this opera came from.

Schoenberg converted from Judaism 
[to Christianity], but little by little, with 
the rise of anti-Semitism and Nazism, 
he fully discovered his Judaism and real-
ized that many of the underlying prin-
ciples of his music were closely related 
to Jewish music and ideas. So he con-
verted back to Judaism in Paris soon 
after Hitler came to power (in 1933 with 
Marc Chagall as the witness). And for the 
rest of his life, he kept searching for what 
Judaism meant to him. He was asked to 
be the president of the Jewish State and 
even wrote a constitution for Israel. 

He also spent his years of exile in 

Los Angeles (1934-1951) thinking about 
how music could make a real difference 
in the world. So when Schoenberg got 
to Hollywood, he was completely ener-
gized to write music that would wake 
people up to the destruction of Europe 
and the annihilation of the Jewish peo-
ple. He wanted to make a difference for 
the Jewish people and for all people.

How do you make Schoen berg’s 
story and his music accessible?

The opera moves pretty quickly, but 
I think audiences will easily be able 
to follow everything. One thing that 
was important was to keep Schoenberg 
at the absolute center of things. He is 
there from beginning to end and you 
are always experiencing everything with 
him, through him. 

The opera is full of melodies – some 
of which I hope audiences will go away 
singing – as well as lots of interesting 
and intriguing sounds. I know that I 
truly enjoyed working on “Schoenberg 
in Hollywood,” and hope that audiences 
get as much pleasure and stimulation 
out of listening to the opera as I did in 
writing it.

Performances are Nov. 14-18 at 
the Emerson/Paramount Center, 559 
Washington St., Boston. For tickets, call 
617-542-6772 or visit blo.org.

‘Schoenberg in Hollywood’ reveals a composer’s quest to expose the Holocaust

“Schoenberg in Hollywood” composer 
Tod Machover

Arnold Schoenberg

It took the audience  
a long time to come 

around and, in many ways, 
[Schoenberg] is still not as 

appreciated as he should be, 
and that is part of the reason 

why I wrote this opera. 
– Tod Machover



Judaism has always been a 
central part of artist Allen 
Spivack’s life, so it is not 

surprising that his sculptures 
more often than not have Jewish 
themes. What may be more 
surprising is Spivack’s road to 
becoming a full-time artist. 

After growing up in 
Wilmington, Del., Spivack 
attended George Washington 
University and then did grad-
uate work in anthropology at 
Brandeis University before 
earning a master’s degree 
in social work at Salem State. 
When he retired from working 
five years ago, he had clocked 
time as a fund raiser (includ-
ing for Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies), stay-at-home 
dad, building contractor, and 
working with victims of domes-

tic abuse. His work took him to 
prisons and to a residential pro-
gram at the Dimock Community 
Health Center in Boston for 
women with addiction issues. 

But being an artist has always 
been Spivack’s dream. He even 
recalled telling his wife, Sherry 
Grossman – on their first date 
in 1973 – that he wanted to be a 
sculptor. 

After “life got in the way” – he 
and Grossman have two grown 
sons – Spivack decided five years 
ago that it was time to realize his 
dream. “I said, if I don’t do this 
now, and put the effort into the 
art, I’m going to really be too 
old to do it,” he recalled. Spivack 
retired from the working life and 
devoted himself to becoming a 
sculptor. 

First, he took classes and 

rented space at Stonybrook Fine 
Arts in Jamaica Plain, where he 
and Sherry live.  Then he built a 
studio for himself in his garage, 
acquiring all the tools he needed 
for his work: a plasma cutter, 
welding torch, and more. He 
works for three or four hours 
each day, creating and assem-
bling his large and small steel 
sculptures.

Drawing on his years of Jewish 
study – he belongs to Jewish 
men’s groups, attends retreats, 
and is currently enrolled in the 
two-year Me’ah learning pro-
gram at Hebrew College. He 
and Grossman also serve on the 
board of the Community Hevra 
Kadisha of Greater Boston (the 
burial committee). 

Spivack creates work that 
often visualizes unfamiliar texts 

and ideas. For instance, “13 
Qualities: The Mussar Series,” 
refers to the Jewish path to 
moral development, a process 
for building and strengthening 
character by focusing for a peri-
od of time on a personal qual-
ity such as patience, humility 
courage, friendship, or joy, and 
considering how one’s behavior, 
attitude, and beliefs around this 
quality either optimize or create 
problems in day-to-day life.  

Spivack is one of more than 
45 artists who will display 
their work through Nov. 4 at 
the ninth annual Flying Horse 
Outdoor Sculpture Exhibit on 
the campus of Pingree School in 
South Hamilton. His piece, “13 
Attributes,” is a sculptural reflec-
tion on a Yom Kippur prayer. 

The prayer describes the 
13 attributes of God, Spivack 
explained, and is a central part 
of Yom Kippur liturgy, repeated 
at least two or three times dur-
ing services. “It is very powerful,” 
said the artist. “Not only did God 
give the Ten Commandments, 
but he also gave people a way to 

repent when they have sinned. 
I think that is too often over-
looked in the story. I’ve been 
haunted by it in a positive way 
since I was a kid, and I won-
dered for a long time what kind 
of sculpture I could make that 
would reflect this.” 

His other piece in the exhib-
it, “Guardian of Memories,” is 
based on a story of a soldier con-
fronted by man in his unit who 
is anti-Semitic, and the outcome 
of their relationship. 

Whether his sculptures have 
Jewish themes or not, Spivack 
thinks they can resonate with 
viewers of all backgrounds. 
“People can understand the 
work comes from a place of 
artistic expression that is deeply 
spiritual for me,” he said. “That 
is what a lot of art is about.”

The Flying Horse Outdoor 
Sculpture Exhibit runs through 
Nov. 4 and is free and open 
to the public seven days a 
week during daylight hours. 
Pingree School is located at 537 
Highland St., South Hamilton.

Paul Farmer, MD, PhDsalemstate.edu/series

Tuesday, 
November 6
O’Keefe Complex 
7:30 pm
PRESENTING SPONSOR
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Over the years, Ken Baltin 
has played roles as 
diverse as Willy Loman 

in “Death of a Salesman,” Lord 
Capulet in “Romeo and Juliet,” 
a real estate agent in “Glengarry 
Glen Ross” and a theater impre-
sario in “Shakespeare in Love.” 
Now the Jewish veteran actor, 
of Needham, is relishing the 
chance to portray real life Jewish 
Gloucester one-man radio sta-
tion broadcaster Simon Geller 
(1920-1995) in the Gloucester 
Stage Company’s “premiere of 
My Station in Life” by Ken Riaf.

As Baltin recently told the 
Journal, “[Simon] was an inter-
esting guy. He was an enigma, 
a bit of a wanderer. He moved 
around (from his native Lowell to 
New Jersey, Gloucester and even-
tually New York).” In preparing 
to play Geller, he listened to old 
recordings of Geller being inter-
viewed. At the same time, Baltin 
welcomed playwright Ken Riaf’s 
theorizing about what life was 
like for the iconoclastic recluse. 
“There’s mysteriousness in his 
(Geller’s) background and whom 
he talked to,” said Baltin, not-
ing that Riaf had met Geller.“He 
must have felt somewhat of 
an outsider,” said Baltin about 
Geller. “He must have experi-
enced some degree of shunning 
or isolation. He was the least 
legendary person to become a 
legend … he was a schlimazel 
kind of guy, a sad clown.” At the 
same time, Baltin pointed out 

that Geller was well-known in 
Gloucester, given that 300 peo-
ple showed up to a staged read-
ing of the play last summer. 

“He’s a guy who left his mark,” 
said Baltin. “He had a strong 
backbone.” To judge from Afsoon 
Pajoufar’s ostensibly dishev-
eled but brilliantly detailed set 
(with newspapers and envelopes 
strewn around his apartment, 
clothes on the furniture, and a 
mess of utensils and food-relat-
ed items in the kitchen) hoard-
ing radio technician Simon 
Geller seems like someone who 
accomplished little in his life, 
with little relevance today. But 
through recreating the home 

broadcaster’s one-man radio 
station WVC-FM, (also known 
as the Voice of Cape Ann) Riaf 
demonstrates just how relevant 
Geller truly was. By turns folksy 
and touching, Riaf’s disarming 
memory play captures represen-
tative moments and key times 
from the last years of Geller’s 
24-year radio stint (1964-1988.) 
The play combines personal 
commentary and classical music 
selections by the likes of Bach, 
Mozart, Beethoven, Brahms, 
Liszt and even Verdi.

Befitting the principled cur-
mudgeon, Riaf’s thoughtful play 
avoids easy sentimentality and 
never glosses over the disquiet-

ing aspects of Geller’s personal-
ity and life. Geller’s dialogue on 
air as well as in conversation is 
richly peppered with epithets. He 
tosses bills cavalierly right to the 
floor after the mailman delivers 
them. He seems fairly ungrateful 
to a caring woman named Mary 
who brings him home-cooked 
fare, though the ‘Jewish Yankee’ – 
as one Gloucester resident calls 
him – flatly tells her that he does 
not eat pork. By contrast, he does 
resolutely resist broadcasting 
commercials and includes news, 
weather and sports in his on-air 
talks. If Geller actually had a lis-
tening audience of about 43,000 
in the station’s 35 mile radius, 

he nevertheless remained an 
iconoclast – even taking naps 
while some symphonies played, 
and unabashedly admitting to 
knowing little about the music 
he played.

Under Robert Walsh’s smartly 
unobtrusive direction, Ken Baltin 
gives a bravura performance as 
Geller. He captures the crusty 
broadcaster’s rough speaking, 
and demonstrates his physi-
cal struggles with a cane. At the 
same time, he conveys Geller’s 
angst and recurring paranoia. 
Audience members will warm 
to his rich portrayal and the 
good fortune that finally greets 
him, while also recognizing the 
troubles caused by his hoard-
ing and stubbornness. Veronica 
Anastasio Wiseman vividly cap-
tures an ensemble of characters 
affecting his world – notably 
well-intentioned, food-bearing 
Mary, and a pro bono lawyer 
who tries to aid him. Meagan, a 
junior at Gloucester High who 
has been active in the company’s 
youth acting workshops, brings 
appealing charm to generous 
helper Maris.

“The Dazzle,” an earlier 
play about two real life hoard-
ing reclusive brothers, focuses 
on their sadly unfulfilled lives. 
By contrast, “My Station in Life” 
serves as a timely wake-up call to 
the inherent value and influence 
of a very different drummer.

“My Station in Life,” 
Gloucester Stage Company, 
through Oct. 28. 978-281-4433 
or www.gloucesterstage.com.

The legend of Simon Geller returns to Gloucester

Ken Baltin, center, in “My Station in Life,” playing at Gloucester Stage Company.

Artist’s road leads to Flying Horse

Allen Spivack with his piece, “13 Qualities: The Mussar Series.” 



originally designed to replace 
the bar mitzvah, because 
Reform rabbis felt 13 was too 
young to be declared an adult) 
led by Rabbi Meyer of Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead. 
Meyer’s classes make use of 
a confirmation textbook he 
wrote called “The Rabbinic 
Driving Manual: A Jewish Guide 
to Education.” The book, which 
looks at Jewish ethics through 
the lens of driver’s education, 
itself a topic of paramount 
interest to teens interested in 
obtaining their driver’s license, 
shows students that “Jewish 
ethics operate on a daily basis,” 
as Meyer puts it. “Some of the 
issues that come up, such as 
right of way – what are some 
of the laws regarding who has 
the right of way when and 
where – actually moves toward 
a broader discussion of setting 
priorities,” said Meyer, citing an 
example from his book.

At Temple Sinai in 
Marblehead, Oct. 14 marked 
the first lesson of a new teen 
program that follows a similar 
format. Rabbi David Cohen-
Henriquez referred to his cur-
riculum as hot topics with a 
Jewish lens. “The essence is to 
have a conversation, to have 
dialogue, through text,” said 
Cohen-Henriquez, who noted 
that he presents each issue with 
corresponding text and video. 
Classes will cover issues like the 
ethics surrounding the Internet, 
free speech and safe spaces on 
campus, Israel, drug use, and 
more. The classes, which are 
free and open to the public and 

run twice a month on Sundays, 
will feature a pizza meal, discus-
sions with the rabbi, and will 
end with the classes joining the 
temple evening minyan. 

Temple Ner Tamid in 
Peabody also just launched a 
new teen education program 
on Oct. 14. The program, like 
the other classes of Ner Tamid’s 
relaunched Hebrew school 
program, will feature an online 
option that will allow students 
to watch a recorded video of 
the class at home at a time of 
their choosing. Students will be 
able to select as many or as few 
of the courses as they’d like. 
According to Rabbi Richard 
Perlman, who will teach three 
of the courses, the curriculum 
was designed with student 
input. “We don’t want to force 
[students] to become part of 
something they’re not interest-
ed in,” said Perlman. “I’d like to 
see [the school] grow by listen-
ing to our youth. What I think is 
interesting to offer may not be 
what they’re interested in.”

Meanwhile, Chabad of the 
North Shore is launching a new 
teen program whose main focus 
is the application of Jewish ritu-
als and values to real-life skills. 
“I want to offer hands-on learn-
ing that integrates Jewish val-
ues that are directly related to 
day-to-day living,” said Lipsker. 
“This is going to be done in the 
context of gaining a skill that 
is useful.” The program will be 
divided into macro themes like 
food and relationships. A few 
different lessons will be devot-
ed to each theme, so that stu-

dents can delve deeply into all 
aspects surrounding it. In the 
case of food, not only will class-
es cover issues like kashrut, 
vegetarianism, the humane 
treatment of animals, a pro-
fessional chef will also teach 
students basic cooking skills. 
“Instead of offering a curricu-
lum in a classroom, it will be 
woven into a very experiential 
and fun and skill-gaining expe-
rience,” said Lipsker.

Today, teens on the North 
Shore go to synagogues to con-
tinue their Jewish education, 
because they are the institu-
tions that offer it. However, 

from 2001 to 2010, a Hebrew 
College program called Prozdor 
(the Hebrew word for “gates”) 
ran out of the Epstein Hillel 
School, and provided an inde-
pendent Hebrew high school 
curriculum. Though Prozdor 
has existed since 1926, it began 
on the North Shore when syna-
gogues noted that they were 
struggling to attract and engage 
teenagers. Prozdor, with its wide 
array of college-level courses 
and expert instructors seemed 
to be a good solution, although 
it cost significantly more than  
what the synagogue programs 
offer now. A branch was opened 

at the Epstein Hillel School, and 
initially, enrollment was strong. 
However, due to a combination 
of competition from Jewish 
day schools, youth groups, 
and overall declining Hebrew 
school enrollment, the North 
Shore branch closed in 2010. 
Today, Prozdor is still active on 
its Newton campus, where 400 
students engage in its many dif-
ferent programs which include 
Shabbaton retreats, social 
action opportunities, and teen 
Torah hubs. However, accord-
ing to director Daniel Brosgol, 
none of Prozdor’s students are 
from the North Shore.
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your clubhouse where you have 
all the arts and crafts, ceramics 
– everyone plays bridge, canas-
ta, Mah Jongg … everyone is 
involved in their community.” 

Rachelle Rosenbaum is a 
retired executive assistant from 
Swampscott who spends part of 
the year in a 55-plus gated com-
munity in Delray Beach. “Most 
people go down there wanting to 
be with people – a single-family 
house makes that more difficult,” 
she said. “There are tennis courts, 
two swimming pools, an exercise 
room, the clubhouse, the book 
club – you can do as much or as 
little as you want.” 

In a sense, these “active life-
style” communities have much in 
common with a college campus 
with a community center, clubs, 
entertainment, and residences 
in close proximity. Many snow-
birds, like Rich and Rosenbaum, 
moved to communities where 
they already had friends, and 
through the many activities, were 
able to make even more. 

When they venture outside 
of their communities, snow-
birds in the Miami area engage 
in different religious and cul-
tural opportunities. Joan Rich, 
a retired Hebrew school teacher 
who is married to Murry Rich, 
attends a nearby synagogue, 
and is program chairman of a 
local Hadassah chapter. She also 
explores the surrounding area. 
“We go to the theater, we go to 
museums, we go to Miami, we 
go to Palm Beach,” she said. 

This need for community and 
activity – and to get out of the 
cold – drove large numbers of 
Jewish retirees to Florida in the 

years after World War II. “Up in 
the Northeast, there wasn’t any-
thing to do in the wintertime,” 
said Rich. “Temples no longer 
had social events. People want 
to be active – they don’t want to 
atrophy.” 

Airfare was becoming cheap-
er, air conditioning had become 
widespread, and Interstate 95  – 
except for a few gaps – was com-
pleted in 1956, making the trip 
to Florida easier for those who 
chose to drive. 

Today, North Shore snowbirds 
estimate that at least half of their 
social circle leaves for at least a 
few months during the winter. 
However, not everyone goes to 
the region north of Miami. 

Merle Shuman, a tax pre-
parer from Salem, recently 
bought a home in Naples, a city 
on Florida’s west coast with an 
expanding Jewish community. 
While Florida’s west coast has 
traditionally attracted non-Jew-
ish retirees from the Midwest, 
Shuman says that’s changing. 

“It’s becoming a big Jewish 
area,” she said. “I belong to the 
Women’s Cultural Alliance of 
Florida, and we have a ton of 
members, mostly Jewish. There’s 
a Jewish federation there that is 
huge, there’s a temple there that 
has huge membership.” 

Like their counterparts on 
Florida’s eastern coast, Shuman 
and her husband live in a gated 
community full of activities. 
According to Shuman, life on 
Florida’s other coast comes with 
another bonus: less traffic. 

Other snowbirds venture 
out even farther. Dale Stanten, 
a retired tax preparer from 

Swampscott, moved to Phoenix 
to be near her daughter. Initially, 
Stanten experienced a bit of 
culture shock when she moved 
to a desert landscape without 
oceans, decent bagels, or fellow 
Northeasterners. 

“The culture is very different 
there,” said Stanten. “It has a 
very Western, Native American 
bent. It’s got a whole different 
topography.” 

Stanten noted that while 
Phoenix has a sizable Jewish 
community, it is more spread 
out, and less cohesive than 
Jewish communities in Florida 
or the Northeast. Still, there is 
an active JCC, and a Chabad 
where Stanten participates in 
Torah study classes. She enjoys 
the low-key, youthful vibe and 
striking natural scenery that 
Phoenix provides, but start-
ing around April, she begins to 
miss the ocean too much, and 
flies back to Swampscott for the 
summer. 

Stanten, like all the other 
snowbirds interviewed, said no 
matter what, the North Shore 
remains home. For that reason, 
the parking lot atop Community 
Road and the checkout counter 
at Evan’s Deli begin to fill up 
again starting in April and May. 
Citing a mixture of homesick-
ness and the oppressive Florida 
summers, the snowbirds said 
very few of their friends have 
moved to Florida year-round. 

“I’m not ready to give up 
Boston,” said Rosenbaum. “I 
am really connected to Boston 
– I have no desire to become a 
Floridian. This is home – that’s 
vacation.” Dale Stanten explores the Sonoran Desert in Arizona.

Jewish snowbirds migrate south seeking warmth, community
from page 1



Months after a dis-
criminatory joint state-
ment issued in April by 
53 New York University 
student groups, includ-
ing Students for Justice 
in Palestine and Jewish 
Voices for Peace, which 
declared that the student 
organizations would boy-
cott two pro-Israel stu-
dent groups on campus, 
anti-Israel fervor has intensified as a BDS resolu-
tion is expected to be brought forward on Nov. 1.

The measure will be introduced by student 
senators Rose Asaf, a co-founder of Jewish Voice 
for Peace at NYU, and Egyptian blogger Bayan 
Abubakr, according to the student-run Washington 
Square News. She declined to comment about the 

specifics of the resolution.
Only students with 

NYU IDs will be allowed 
to attend the meeting. The 
anonymous final vote, to 
protect student privacy, 
will be held on Dec. 6.

“In 2017, SJP and JVP 
introduced a resolution 
that they claimed was 
about promoting academ-
ic freedom,” Rena Nasar, 

StandWithUs Tri-State Campus Director, told JNS. 
“Now they are pushing a campaign that has been 
widely condemned for violating academic free-
dom and free speech, not to mention fueling 
hatred and conflict. The irony and hypocrisy could 
not be more clear.”
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SEVILLE, SPAIN – Outside the modest 
hotel, there is little shade along the com-
mercial street of brick and stone façades. 
It is only mid-morning, but the air is 
already oppressively hot. In the lobby, 
signs marked “Beit Rambam” point the 
way down the stairs to a basement room 
at the end of a corridor. 

I slip my kippah out of my briefcase 
and nervously enter. A handful of peo-
ple are gathering for shacharit on Yom 
Kippur. It is already past the 10:30 sched-
uled start, but Jewish time is much the 
same around the world, and I am quickly 
reassured that I am not too late.

My flight from Boston left before sun-
set on Erev Yom Kippur, and now I am 
in Seville, in the south of Spain. Before I 
left, my daughter was envious that she 
couldn’t join my early autumn trip abroad 
to an exotic destination. With the time 
difference, by the arrival of a late sunset, 
my daylong fast would last only 19 hours.  

From its website, I knew that Beit 
Rambam was a small, progressive, egali-
tarian community established in 2012 to 
serve the Jews of the Andalusian region 
of Spain. The group who greet me when 
I arrive – we still had not made a min-
yan – was already a diverse mix of locals, 
expats, visitors, and personnel from the 
American Naval base at Rota, some 75 
miles to the south.

The warm reception I receive attests 
to the claim of it being a welcoming com-
munity, open to Jews of every persuasion. 
As we are waiting for the room to fill, we 
chat about where we are from and how 
we ended up in Seville during the High 
Holy Days. To my surprise, I am offered 
an aliyah, an honor I accept despite my 
anxiety.

I had contacted Beit Rambam weeks 
earlier by email, but I really had little idea 
what to expect. I am an active member of 
a Conservative congregation on Boston’s 
North Shore, but my own observance 
might be described as idiosyncratic. As 
a guest wanting to be respectful of what 
I assumed would be a Sephardic minhag 
(tradition), I had left home the day before 
already dressed appropriately for the Day 
of Atonement. I needn’t have worried. A 
more diverse assembly would be hard 
to imagine – in attire, national origins, 
shade of skin, or circumstance. 

Today, its Jewish community is tiny 
and scattered, but Seville has a storied 
past of deep connections with Jewish 
citizens. Near the end of the 14th century, 

more than 5,000 Jews lived in a walled 
city within Seville and played vital roles 
in the city and region. Then, in June of 
1391, over 4,000 Jews living in the ghetto 
were slaughtered in a single night. Seville 
not only murdered most of its Jews and 
ultimately drove out the rest, but began 
a long, slow erasure of its Jewish past as 
streets were renamed to hide their ori-
gins, and synagogues were repurposed or 
replaced. Today, almost no traces remain 
of what had been a thriving Jewish com-
munity with more than 20 synagogues. In 
a few places, high on some walls, small 
inconspicuous plaques bear the Hebrew 
letters samekh, peh, resh, dalet, spelling 
out the word Sephard, the Hebrew name 
for the Iberian Peninsula.

In the basement of the Hotel Catalonia, 
some 20 adults and several children 
fill the room as opening prayers begin. 
Services are led by Rick and Amanda 
from the naval base. At the outset, Rick 
apologizes that the Mahzor (prayer book) 
we were using – an outdated edition of 
“Gates of Repentance” – would require 
some on-the-fly amendments and quite 
a bit of page flipping.

The service, a mix of English, Spanish, 
and Hebrew, has the homespun quality 
of a heartfelt group effort being adapted 
to circumstances as we went along. More 
than once I am caught off guard by melo-
dies that start out sounding familiar but 
take unexpected turns along the way. I 
love it.

Is it kosher to refer to a Torah service as 
fun? This is. Alison chants the first read-
ing in a familiar trope. Succeeding aliyot 
mixes reading from a marked up “cheat 
sheet” with someone following along in 
the Sefer Torah with a yad. Finally, a 
young woman from Israel fills out the last 
aliyot with the rapid fluency of a native 
speaker. The yad fairly flew over the 
parchment of the Torah. Another Israeli 
visitor chants the Haftarah with cantorial 
precision.

The commitments that had brought 
me to Seville keep me from staying to 
schmooze and rejoining the congrega-
tion for closing services and breaking 
the fast. I break mine in the evening at 
the University of Seville with bar snacks 
and a glass of Spanish wine, smiling at 
fresh memories from Yom Kippur 5779, 
perhaps the best and most meaningful I 
have known.

Larry Constantine is a freelance jour-
nalist and novelist writing under his pen 
name, Lior Samson.

A journey to Seville creates a lasting Yom Kippur memory

Photo courtesy of Beit Rambam, Seville, Spain
Beit Rambam participants break the 5779 Yom Kippur fast.

Photo courtesy of Beit Rambam, Seville, Spain
Beit Rambam participants break the 5779 Yom Kippur fast.

BOSTON – Safe Havens 
Interfaith Partnership Against 
Domestic Violence and Elder 
Abuse will honor Elsa Bengel, 
Safe Havens Community 
Advisory Board and Founding 
Member; Journey to Safety, the 
JF&CS Response to Domestic 
Abuse; and the Parkway United 
Methodist Congregation in 
Milton – all whom have shown a 
strong commitment to the mis-
sion of Safe Havens – with the 
2018 Annual IMPACT Award. 

Safe Havens Interfaith 
Partnership Against Domestic 
Violence and Elder Abuse was 
founded in 1991 with the pur-
pose of engaging faith lead-
ers (both lay and clergy) and 
congregations in addressing 
domestic violence and elder 
abuse, and to help build bridges 
between domestic violence ser-
vice providers and faith com-
munities. Initially focusing on 
raising awareness about domes-
tic abuse, Safe Havens devel-
oped trainings and resources to 
strengthen the capacity of faith 
leaders and service providers 
to partner, in order to increase 
access to safety and service for 
victims of domestic violence 
and elder abuse. Currently, 

Safe Havens works locally in 
Greater Boston and nation-
ally as Technical Assistance 
Providers for the Office on 
Violence Against Women at the 
U.S. Department of Justice. For 
more information, please visit 
Safe Havens’ website, Facebook, 
or Twitter accounts. 

The IMPACT (Individuals and 
Institutions Making Progress 
Against Abuse in Communities 
Together) Award honors indi-
viduals and organizations 
whose partnerships and com-
mitment strengthens the work 
of Safe Havens and contributes 
to justice and hope for victims 
and survivors of domestic vio-
lence and elder abuse. With this 
award, Safe Havens celebrates 
both the individual leadership 
and the organizational com-
mitment that raises aware-
ness, changes attitudes, and 
promotes safety and justice for 
survivors of domestic violence 
and elder abuse. For its 2018 
IMPACT Award, Safe Havens 
will be honoring Elsa Bengel, 
Journey to Safety, and Parkway 
United Methodist Congregation 
in Milton for their commitment 
to the mission of Safe Havens. 

Safe Havens announces  
2018 IMPACT award honorees 

The Jewish Journal will hold its annual meeting 
on Nov. 8, 2018 at 7 p.m. 

at Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody, MA.  
The meeting is open to the public 

and refreshments will be served. 

Jewish World and Mideast News
—  from Jewish News Service (JNS.org)  —

A poll released on Wednesday found that 
an overwhelming majority of Jewish voters are 
expected to cast their ballots for Democrats in the 
midterms next month.

Additionally, Jewish voters see the Democratic 
Party as pro-Israel, and prioritize domestic and 
foreign-policy matters when considering which 
candidates to vote for.

Commissioned by the nonprofit Jewish 
Electorate Institute and conducted by the politi-
cal strategy organization the Mellman Group, the 
national survey of 800 likely Jewish voters found 
that 68 percent of them identify as Democrats, 74 
percent of whom will support Democratic con-
gressional candidates. Some 76 percent of them 
have an unfavorable view of US President Donald 
Trump; more than 70 percent of these voters do 
not approve of how Trump has dealt with anti-
Semitism, the Iran nuclear deal, the two most 
recent Supreme Court nominations and other 
headlining issues.

Moreover, 74 percent of Jewish voters said they 
will vote for a Democratic candidate, while just 26 

percent of them will vote for Trump. In the 2016 
election, 71 percent of Jewish voters supported 
Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton, while only 
24 percent of them voted for Trump.

Regarding Trump’s views on Israel, 51 percent 
of Jewish voters approve, while 49 percent do not. 
This includes 62 percent of such voters disapprov-
ing of US relations with the Palestinians, and 56 
percent opposed to the president moving the US 
embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

Poll: US Jewish community to vote  
overwhelmingly Democratic in midterms

California Rep. Nancy Pelosi

Pro-BDS students at NYU to introduce anti-Israel resolution

A view of New York University’s campus.
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The 10th Annual ALS & MS 
Walk for Living, sponsored by 
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare, saw 
a record-breaking number of 
walkers. On Sept. 30, over 1,000 
people turned out on Admiral’s 

Hill for the two-mile walk. 
To date, the event has raised 
over $120,000 for the Leonard 
Florence Center for Living and 
its inspiring residents.

Chelsea Walk for Living

From left: Barry Berman CJL CEO; Adam Berman, CJL President, 
Chelsea City Manager Tom Ambrosino; Alan Bolotin 2018 honoree; 
Matt Sigel, KISS 108 and Walk emcee.

Melody Stickevers celebrated Simchat Torah on the bimah at Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead. 

Simchat Torah in Marblehead 

Rashi students donate clothing during Sukkot 

As part of Sukkot, students in grades K-4 at the Rashi School in 
Dedham were asked to donate gently used clothing to JFS Children’s 
Clothing Closet. The students were excited to participate in JFS’s 
tzedakah project and contributed over 75 bags of clothing.  The bags 
will be distributed to economically challenged school-age children 
to help them stay warm and safe this winter. Pictured is Rashi stu-
dent Ben Gelber with clothing donation bags.

Rabbi Lev Friedman to hold tish  
on Nov. 16 in Gloucester  

On. Friday, Nov. 16, at 
6:30 p.m., Temple Ahavat 
Achim in Gloucester will 
hold a tish that will include 
song, prayer, Torah study 
and a light supper. Rabbi 
Friedman founded B’nai 
Or Religious Fellowship 
of Boston in 1982. He was 
ordained as a rabbi by the 
Rabbinical School of Hebrew 
College in 2018. Friedman is 
a seasoned service leader 
who brings life experience, 
knowledge and wisdom 
along with beautiful music 
and the teachings of his 
teachers, Rabbis Zalman 
Schachter-Shalomi, Arthur 
Green and Ebn Leader to the Jewish community.  He is also a singer-
songwriter and skilled finger-style guitarist.

The event is open to the public; rsvp by Nov. 9, by calling 978-281-
0739. This event is sponsored by the Paulson Foundation.

JArts Chicken  
Souper Bowl 

No, Tom Brady and the Pats 
won’t be there, but the JArts 
Souper Bowl is sure to warm any 
fan’s heart (and stomach). It’s 
the Jewish Arts Collaborative’s 
Chicken Souper Bowl. 

Ten well-known local chefs; 
ten different takes on everyone’s 
favorite – chicken soup; ten dif-
ferent ways to take a dose of 
Jewish penicillin on a fall day. 
What could be more haimish 
(homey). 

Some will have kneidlach 
(matzah balls); some kreplach 
(dumplings); some veggies, 
some noodles, and some with 
exotic spices. What’s not to like? 
Yes, it’ll be kosher.

And we’ll complement it 
with some fresh challah from 
Blacker’s Bake Shop and a sweet 
bite to finish the evening.

Chefs include:
Jim Solomon, formerly of The 

Fireplace;
Inna and Alex Khitrick, Inna’s 

Kitchen;
Avi Shemtov, Chubby 

Chickpea;
Josh Ziskin, La Morra;
Josh Smith, Moody’s 

Delicatessen;
Jordan Bailey, Lumière;
Dave Becker, Juniper;
Jameson Poll, Our Father’s 

Delicatessen;
Awafi Boston
Presented in partnership 

with Congregation Mishkan 
Tefila and Chef Jim Solomon.

Chicken Souper Bowl will take 
place on Sunday, November 4th, 
4:30 – 6:30 p.m. at Congregation 
Mishkan Tefila, 384 Harvard St., 
Brookline. Adults $40; Kids 12 
and under $12.

The Jewish Journal will print 
your news at no charge: birth 

announcements, engage-
ments, weddings, job pro-
motions, events and other 

simchas. Photos are welcome 
if space permits. Submissions 

are subject to editing for 
style and length. Send your 
news to the Associate Editor  
at wittner@jewishjournal.org.

Rabbi Lev Friedman

Hillel Class of 1984 holds reunion

Members of the Eli and Bessie Cohen Hillel 
Academy Class of 1984 held a reunion on last 
Sunday at the home of Danielle Remis Hackel.  
Many classmates had not seen each other since 
graduation 34 years ago and some travelled from 
as far as California, Florida, and Louisiana.

Pictured:  Front Row: Jeff Dubinsky, Larry Kahn, 
Susan Benjamin; Second Row: Dan Bakal, Sara 
Jane Steinberg, Lisa Goodman Rubins; Third 
Row: Sharon Bromberg, Julie Greenseid Levy, 
Danielle, Remis Hackel, David Parker; Fourth Row-
Andy Levy, Marc Kaplan: Top Row Ellen Epstein 
Vilenchik, Gordy Haas, Rob Promisel.
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TODAY’S MENSCHION: ED MEDROS

Honorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
exceptional contributions close to home and around the world

Could you tell us about your upbringing and 
where you grew up?

I was born and brought up in Chelsea. After World 
War II, my mother, father, and I initially lived in Veterans 
Park. This “park” is now the parking lot under the bridge 
for the Massachusetts IT building in Chelsea. After 
about five years, we moved to my grandparents’ house, 
a double-decker, on Elm Street – the last house on the 
street and right around the corner from the freight 
yards. I graduated from Williams School and Chelsea 
High, Class of ’63. I also attended the Hebrew school 
and had my bar mitzvah at the Elm Street Synagogue. I 
was an American Jew, as my grandfather called me, an 
American Chewbacca.

When did you first become interested in Judaism, 
and how did it influence you during your early 
years?

It was always in my life as my grandparents were 
Orthodox. Attending synagogue was a must, and I 
would attend Friday night and Saturday services. It was 
a profound and educating experience listening to tales 
from my grandparents about persecution in Russia with 
no freedoms. I realized later what this must have been 
like for them and others. 

After my grandparents passed away, Judaism was still 
there as part of my life but not as much as in the past. I 
would celebrate the High Holidays and other holidays, 
and occasionally Shabbos with my parents. When the 
Elm Street Synagogue was destroyed by the Chelsea Fire 
of ’73, my parents followed Rabbi Cywiak to the Walnut 
Street Synagogue. This was also an interesting time for 
my father as he was very active in the Knights of Pythias, 
a philanthropic organization.

How did you meet your wife, Ruth?
We met in Sydney, Australia, while I was on R & R 

while serving in Vietnam from 1968-70. Ruth came to 
the States for a cousin’s wedding, we met again … I mar-
ried Ruth Bronstein in 1971 in New York City, 
and here we are 48 years later.

You’ve volunteered at Jewish groups 
over the years. What do you get out of 
volunteering?

Volunteering allows me to give back to the 
community, and to help those in need.

You’re the president of the Walnut Street 
Synagogue. When did you first start 
attending the synagogue, and how has it 
influenced your life? 

I started attending the Walnut Street 
Synagogue after the Elm Street Synagogue 
[was destroyed in 1973] and Rabbi Cywiak 
became the rabbi there. I did not realize the 
importance of the Walnut Street Synagogue 
to the city of Chelsea, and to the Jews of 
Chelsea, until I became more active in syna-

gogue affairs and events. There was a magic being 
around guys like Herby Kupersmith, Murray Band, 
Morris Karll, and others too numerous to list. Their 
dynamics were infectious. It was then that I decided to 
become more active in the shul. It was also a time of a 
changing landscape in Chelsea; synagogues were clos-
ing and Jews were moving out to Peabody, Swampscott, 
Marblehead, Brookline, Sharon, and other cities. 

The synagogue is one of the more ornate temples 
in Massachusetts. What are your thoughts when 
you sit in the sanctuary?

I am amazed that this structure has withstood time – 
yes, there are a few leaks, peeling paint, squeaky floors, 
it’s not handicapped accessible, but these pale when 
you are sitting in the main sanctuary, sitting in front 
of a 37½-foot ark built by Sam Katz, under an amazing 
painted ceiling, an original hanging chandelier, and on 
pews that are designed for comfort. 

Sitting there, I can close my eyes and imagine what it 
must have been like in 1909 when the shul opened and 

the majority of conversation was in Yiddish, Hebrew, 
and broken English, and what those brave men and 
women sacrificed to start a new life in America and 
in their own house of worship. Also, when you have 
a building on the National Register of Historic Places 
[added in 1993], you realize the importance of the 
legacy entrusted to you and all Jews, not only in Chelsea 
but everywhere.

As synagogue president, what are your goals for 
the shul? Also, why did you want to lead the con-
gregation?

Our goals are: to continue to hold Shabbat services, 
High Holiday services, and other holiday events such as 
Purim, Chanukah parties, and concerts; to grow mem-
bership; make the shul handicap accessible; be a good 
neighbor; promote our museum of historical artifacts, 
and to become relevant again.

Around 2015, the board of directors decided they 
wanted to go in a new direction. They asked me to 
become president. I was honored that they had faith in 
me, and I did not hesitate to accept the position. With 
the support of all, we embarked on a new beginning just 
like the original founders and others that came before 
me. It is an honor that they entrusted me with this. 

So many Jews who were raised in Chelsea became 
successful. Were there common morals and val-
ues among Jewish families that contributed to 
people’s success?

Our grandparents and parents instilled in their chil-
dren pride in who they were, where they came from, 
and that hard work, education, and respect for all 
would result in a full life – one that was rich and fulfill-
ing. Remember, we were all in the same boat – poor. So 
we quickly learned the life skills that have carried us 
throughout our lives in work and family. This hardened 
us and prepared us for life afterwards. And many of 
these friendships still exist today.

What motivates you to make a difference in other 
people’s lives?

I’ve been blessed with a great wife, who keeps me in 
check, two wonderful sons, and five grandchildren. It is 
a mitzvah to give rather than to receive. To help those 
who cannot help themselves, to effect change in other 
people’s lives – this is rewarding to me.

How important is Judaism in your life, and what 
do you like most about the religion?

Judaism is more important to me 
now than ever before, because I am 
entrusted with leading the Walnut 
Street Synagogue. I have been hand-
ed an opportunity to make a differ-
ence. I am proud of my heritage, my 
upbringing, and the influence and 
mentoring of the many people who 
have made me who I am today.

What’s the future of Jewish life in 
Chelsea?

With all the new construction 
going on in Chelsea, it is an excit-
ing time. Will there ever be 21 syna-
gogues in Chelsea again? No. Will the 
Jewish population in Chelsea ever 
approach the 21,000 mark like in the 
early 30s and 40s? No. 

But we can become relevant again 
with the help of all. 

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF

Ed Medros, a native of Chelsea and a retired 
quality supplier engineer for General 
Electric medical products, is the president 

of Chelsea’s Walnut Street Synagogue. He married 
Ruth Bronstein in 1971, and the couple live in 
Portsmouth, N.H. They have two sons, Adam and 
Jonathan, and five grandchildren. 

A  A  A

Ed Medros at the Walnut Street Synagogue

The Medros family
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