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PEABODY – With Greater Boston’s Jews already on alert 
after dozens of anti-Semitic incidents in the area – and 
following the murder of 11 Jews in a Pittsburgh temple 
last month – Peabody police are trying to determine who 
brought a BB gun to Chabad of Peabody and shattered a 
window next to the temple’s front door last weekend. 

“It’s disturbing, it’s frightening,” said Rabbi Nechemia 
Schusterman, the spiritual leader of Chabad of Peabody, 
who arrived at his synagogue early Sunday morning to 
lead the morning prayers when he discovered that a win-
dow had been blown out by a weapon. 

Peabody Police Chief Thomas M. Griffin said at least 
one other window had been targeted in the city by a BB 
gun last Saturday night and hesitated to call the shooting 
at Chabad a hate crime. He said any person arrested for 
the shooting would face a charge of malicious damage 
over $250, a felony in the state. “We want to make sure 
that if it was something more than some random kids, we 
want to put the proper attention to it,” said Griffin. “I don’t 
want to tolerate any kind of anti-Semitic activity here in 
the city at all.”

In Massachusetts, state law prohibits a minor from pos-
sessing a BB gun in a public place, unless they are accom-
panied by an adult, or unless the minor holds a sporting or 
hunting license, or a permit from the chief of police.

Rabbi Nechemia Schusterman meets with a Peabody police officer after discovering a shattered window at Chabad 
of Peabody. Police said the window was broken by a BB gun sometime Saturday night.

Peabody temple targeted by BB gun-toting vandal; 
in Boxford, swastikas found at school 

continued on page 20

By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

When Fran Levy-Freiman was a little girl, 
she used to hear a series of noises coming 
from the living room just as she was trying 
to go to sleep. First, there was the clicking 
of shuffling stacks of ceramic tiles. Then, 
her mother and her friends would call out 
a series of numbers and syllables. Finally, 
after around 15 minutes, someone would 
shout, “Mah Jongg!”

“We would make fun of them,” recalled 
Levy-Freiman of Swampscott, “because we 
had to go to bed, and they’d be going, ‘one 
bam, two dots ...’ ” 

Like many kids, Levy-Freiman didn’t 
have much interest in learning what her 
mother and her friends were up to during 
those late nights of coffee, cigarettes, and 
clanking tiles. But after her mother died, 
she regularly went to Congregation Shirat 
Hayam to say kaddish, where she met sev-
eral other women mourning lost mothers 

who once played Mah Jongg. 
Overcome with nostalgia, the 
group agreed to learn the game 
together. 

It took 16 weeks to feel fully 
comfortable with the compli-
cated game, but now they’re off 
and running. Each week, they 
meet at the synagogue to play a 
few rounds. 

For Sandy Goldstein of 
Salem, the unofficial organizer 
of the group, the game is a great 
way to meet new people and 
build community. “It brings 
people together,” she said. 
“A woman moved here from 
Arizona, and she called the 
temple, and she said, ‘Do you 

Mah Jongg: It’s not just your 
mother’s game anymore
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Rachelle Rosenbaum, Carla Greenberg, and Amy Saltz 
shuffle tiles. continued on page 12

By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

It’s been a difficult time for the 
Jewish community. In addition to the 
horrors of the Pittsburgh shootings, 
anti-Semitic vandalism continues to 
hit close to home in Peabody, Salem, 
Reading, Melrose, and Malden. 
Thanksgiving, a holiday that invites 
everyone to take stock of what they’re 
grateful for, has arrived at a moment 
when it is badly needed.

Numerous psychological studies 
suggest gratitude improves mental 
and physical health, self-esteem, and 
empathy, and increases mental focus 
and clarity. Susan Rudman, a Salem 
psychologist, encourages her patients 
to look for the positive elements in 
any given situation. 

“In a lot of the treatment plans that 
we develop these days, it’s important 
to talk about strengths, and to convey 
the strengths that clients have that 

On Thanksgiving, Jews express 
gratitude for their blessings

Myranne Janoff and family celebrate Thanksgiving together.

continued on page 20



OPEN HOUSE 
 
Saturday, November 24th from 12:00pm to 1:30pm 
 
• All 2 bedroom 2 bath condominium homes 
• Range from 1,010 to 1,498 square feet 
• Units available immediately 
• Third building units available late spring/early summer 2019 
• One level living, heated garage, elevator and many more  
      amenities. 

Avery At Swampscott 
A brand new luxury condominium community 
441 Essex Street 
Swampscott, MA 01907 
www.LivingAvery.com | 978.501.9887 

TO SHOVEL OR NOT TO SHOVEL? 

The location, the style, the feeling you get when you walk through the door -  
every aspect of your home should be a reflection of who you are, 
where you’ve been, and the life you aspire to live. 
Your best life begins with a home that inspires you. 
Be inspired – Avery At Swampscott 
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Millennials The

JONAH WEINSTEIN, 23

HOMETOWN: Marblehead/Swampscott

CURRENTLY LIVING IN: New York City

ALMA MATERS: Marblehead High School ‘13, Ithaca 
College ‘17

JOB: Associate product manager, MediaMath

FAVORITE FOOD: I love Mediterranean food and I love 
Italian food 

FAVORITE MUSIC: I like blues, I like rock, I like hip-hop  

FAVORITE BOOK: “The 48 Laws of Power” by Robert 
Greene  

FAVORITE MOVIE: “Good Will Hunting”

FAVORITE TV SHOW: I like watching the Patriots. 

FAVORITE TRAVEL DESTINATION: I had a 
really great experience in Chile. I’ve been to Israel, and I’ll 
always have a strong calling to go back to Israel … Israel will be 
home. In terms of a place I’d like to go next … France, Portugal, 
Colombia, Brazil, Japan, Thailand 

FAVORITE JEWISH PEOPLE: Rabbi Yossi Lipsker 
and Rabbi Shmaya Friedman  

WHAT WAS 
YOUR JEWISH 
BACKGROUND 
GROWING UP?

On Saturdays, I’d walk to 
Chabad with my dad. My broth-
ers would come along, and my 
mother at times. That’s I’d say 
the spark of my Jewish life. I went 
to Cohen Hillel Academy for a 
few years, and so that played a 
role at well. Generally speaking, I 
think my parents made sure that 
the environments I was a part of 
growing up were Jewish environ-
ments and I kind of developed 
a strong Jewish identity. And of 
course, now I’m tremendously 
glad that they did that – I had a 
bar mitzvah, I went on Birthright, 
and so growing up, I think it was 
the shul, it was Shabbat dinners 
with other families, I went to 
Jewish day school – those were 
important.  

WHAT IS YOUR 
JEWISH IDENTITY 
NOW?

What is it to be Jewish? Jews 
are an ethnoreligious group, so 
there’s an aspect of ethnicity 
and there’s an aspect of culture. 
I wouldn’t say I’m religious – I’m 
a pretty technical thinker – I have 
far more reason to believe there 
is no Hashem than reason to 
believe there is – but to me, it’s 
a really strong cultural identity, 
it’s a really strong ethnic back-
ground, and it’s a really impor-
tant foundation educationally 
– coming to understand what 
does it mean to live a Jewish life 

if I take that perspective. What 
is it to observe religion when 
it’s a cultural identity, not a reli-
gious belief? It’s to pursue edu-
cation, it’s to be kind and com-
munal, it’s to be supportive, to 
reach out to people in need, it’s 
tikkun olam. Like one day, you 
leave this earth, and I don’t know 
where you go afterward, if it’s 
some kingdom with Hashem, but 
whatever we’re taught along the 
way – Judaism teaches you can 
leave the world better off, so that 
at the end of the journey, you feel 
like maybe I left it better than I 
came into it, maybe my effect 
was net positive. That’s kind of 
my Jewish identity and how I live 
my Jewish life. 

DO YOU PLAN TO 
MARRY AND RAISE 
YOUR KIDS JEWISH?

Yes, absolutely. One thousand 
percent. I heard this one phrase 
growing up: ‘For thousands and 
thousands of years, everyone’s 
married Jewish, and what gives 
you the right to break that chain?’ 
And quite honestly, that didn’t 
resonate with me, because it just 
felt a bit like some top-down pol-
icy that I’m obligated to fulfill 
now. And as I’ve grown and real-
ized how proud and grateful [I am 
to have] my Jewish identity, I’ve 
realized the continuation of that 
is something that I want, and I 
would be proud to continue, and, 
even before you get to the kids, to 
prepare a life with someone, to 
have a wife – I don’t think I’d be 
able to spend that many hours 
of my life with someone I don’t 

share that identity with. 
I think there are so many peo-

ple in our Jewish community that 
are just naturally drawn to each 
other, and I don’t know what it is, 
whether it’s an energy, but if I have 
nine really close friends, eight 
and a half of them are Jewish. 
Whether or not you’ve made that 
conscious decision, I think the 
trend is, in my experience, we 
have a strong Jewish community, 
and I think the millennials are 
proud to carry that on.  

CAN YOU TALK 
ABOUT YOUR 
CAREER?

I work at a tech com-
pany [called MediaMath] in 
Manhattan. I’m a product man-
ager, so that is understanding the 
business requirements, owning 
the management of a product, 
understanding the business of 
that product, and then mapping 
that and communicating back 
to our engineers what that looks 
like technically. So we go through 
that development process – me 
understanding this is what we 
need to build, them saying this 
is how we’re going to build it, 
and we climb those mountains 
together. 

THIS 
THANKSGIVING, 
WHAT ARE YOU 
GRATEFUL FOR? 

Every day, I stand up straight, 
open my eyes, and breathe a 
deep breath, and that’s what I’m 
grateful for.

– Michael Wittner



By Laurie Fullerton
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

MARBLEHEAD – The aroma 
of freshly baked apple pie, 
soup and lasagna filled the 
Jewish Community Center in 
Marblehead this past Sunday 
as 91 teenagers and 25 adults 
volunteered on Soup-er Sunday, 
an event that provides a Sunday 
meal for the Lynn Emergency 
Shelter. The North Shore teens 
– who range from 13 to 18 – 
are members of the Jewish Teen 
Initiative (JTI), which helped 
make and deliver 50 pies, four 
soup pots and 51 lasagnas to the 
homeless.

“It’s really great knowing that 
we are helping others make 
food for them, while we are also 
having fun and meeting new 
kids,” said Gillian Jacobs, 13, of 
Swampscott.

“This is my second year 
doing Soup-er Sunday,” added 
Libby Rosen, 15, of Marblehead, 
a teen leader in charge of mak-
ing lasagna. She also worked 
with volunteers from Yachad, 
the national Jewish Council on 
Disabilities. “This kind of event 
brings us all together to help 

those who are less fortunate and 
to not only connect to our Jewish 
traditions but also to make new 
friends. This is my second year 
as a peer leader here and it is the 
first time I have been working 
with folks from Yachad which 
has been great.” 

Yachad, the National Jewish 
Council for Disabilities, infuses 
a sense of inclusion in the com-
munity, according to Bonnie 
Weiss of Yachad. “Helping to 
cook and prepare food here 
today with other groups is a 
great way to do that,” she said. 

Soup-er Sunday, now in its 
10th year, has become one of 
the largest youth events orga-
nized by the JTI, according to its 
founder Adam Smith.

“There are two important 
events that have become very 
popular for JTI teens,” Smith 
said. “One of those events is 
Soup-er Sunday just before 
Thanksgiving and the second 
is Mitzvah Day in the spring. 
We basically bookend each year 
with these days of service which 
give us an opportunity to not 
only be more involved but to 
motivate a connection to things 
that are real, like homelessness. 
We see a lot of value in this and 
kids and adult volunteers really 
do show up when there is value 
to it.”

While the pies were being 
prepared by the teens, oth-
ers were making boxes to put 
them in. Standing by was Eva 
Goldstein, of the Lynn Shelter 
Association who planned to 
deliver the food for Sunday’s 
dinner. Goldstein is a Bates 
College graduate who enrolled 
in a state-funded year of service 
at the Lynn Shelter Association 
through the Commonwealth 
Corps, whose goal is to rebuild 
communities, address unmet 
community needs, and increase 
volunteerism.

“It is so important and great 
to see these teens get outside 
themselves and do this kind 
of volunteer work,” Goldstein 
said. “We will deliver this food 
tonight to the direct care work-
ers who serve it right up so that 

is pretty great.”
Also on Sunday, a parallel 

program for elementary and 
middle school students also 
took place at Temple Emanu El 
in Marblehead, where the youth 
prepared food for My Brother’s 
Table. The event was supported 
by many organizations includ-
ing the Lappin Foundation, 
Pediatric Healthcare Associates, 
Leslyie and Bob Ogan and 
Shubies Marketplace. 

“Our Jewish traditions teach 
us that we are not commanded 
to finish the work but we must 
contribute,” said Brett Lubarsky, 
associate director of JTI. “With 
so much darkness in the world 
today, these teens are helping 
to spread light throughout our 
community for those in need 
and are leading by example.”

 

Sunday, December 2, 2018  
9am-5:30pm 

REGISTER TODAY!  

The Annual Intergenerational Festival of  
Jewish Culture & Lifelong Learning 

Program & Tickets at: 
www.LimmudBoston.org 

Community  Israel  History  Art  Justice  Action  Ideas Family Soul Torah 

Learn  Laugh  Sing  Ask  Inspire  Explore  Encounter  Eat  View  Breathe 

Woodland 

            LimmudBoston is held at 1860 Washington Street, Newton, MA 
  Temple Reyim / Mayyim Hayyim Campus                       

Advance Registration Requested; Walk-ins Welcome 
Camp Limmud (ages 3-7) Registration by Nov. 21 Woodland 

Workers’ Compensation 
and Personal Injury Lawyers

27 Congress Street
Suite 301
Salem, MA 01970 

978-745-0914
www.ppnlaw.com

(L-R): Judson Pierce, Daniel Napolitano, Alan Pierce

Pierce, Pierce
& Napolitano

attorneys at law
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Harris Copland and Jeremy Rubio put the finishing touches on an 
apple pie during Soup-er Sunday.

North Shore Jewish teens join to feed the homeless 

Hannah Goodman and Rachel Wolf-Wagner make lasagna during Soup-er Sunday, organized by the 
Jewish Teen Initiative to help feed the region’s homeless.

Soup-er Sunday,  
now in its 10th year,  
has become one of  
the largest youth  
events organized  

by the JTI.



 Use your Stop & Shop card and save on items on this page.  Prices valid Nov. 16 through Dec. 13, 2018.
Some items not available in some stores. We sell kosher and non-kosher foods.

Happy 
CHANUKAH

$399
Kedem Grape Juice
64 � . oz. btl.  
3317195

$599
/lb.

Empire Fresh Kosher 
Boneless Skinless 
Chicken Breast
3327456

$449
Chanukah Cookies
8 oz. pkg. 
3333836

$699
/ea.

Acme 
Smoked Nova Salmon
4 oz. pkg. 
3169781

$299
/ea.

Stop & Shop Baby Red 
or Gold Potatoes
Great for Roasting, US #1, 3 lb. bag 
3326660

2/$6
Kedem Sparkling 
Grape Juice
Selected Varieties, 25.4 � . oz. btl. 
3261436

2/$4
Kedem Apple Juice
64 � . oz. btl.  3317319

2/$4
Lipton Kosher 
Soup Mixes 
Selected Varieties, 
1.9–4.09 oz. box  3261570

2/$7
Golden 
Potato Pancakes
Selected Varieties, 
Frozen 10.6 oz. box  3263365

2/$5
Season Boneless 
& Skinless Sardines
Selected Varieties, 4.37 oz. pkg.  
3263475

3/$1
Elite or Lieber’s 
Chocolate Coins
Selected Varieties, 
.42-.53 oz. bag  3260294

3/$5
Streit’s 
Potato Pancake Mix 
Selected Varieties, 6 oz. box  
3260445

5/$5
Paskesz or Lieber’s 
Dreidels
Selected Varieties, 1.07-2 oz. pkg 
3281175

3/$2
Kedem Tea Biscuits
Selected Varieties, 4.2 oz. pkg.  
3261709

2/$4
Tabatchnick Soup
Selected Varieties, 
Frozen 15 oz. box  3262009

2/$4
Tabatchnick Broth
Selected Varieties, 
32 � . oz. cont. 3251664

2/$7
Gefen Organic 
Red Beets
17.6 oz. bag  3260410
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By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

BEVERLY – Early in 2017, 
Paul Sokolove of Beverly suf-
fered from an upset stomach 
and severe skin discomfort. He 
visited his dermatologist, who 
suggested bloodwork. Once the 
tests were finished, his doctor 
told him to go to the ER imme-
diately.  Sokolove was diagnosed 
with stage 3 pancreatic cancer.

After months of radiation 
and chemotherapy at Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center, and 
most recently, an 11-hour sur-
gery at Massachusetts General 
Hospital during which a tumor 
was removed, his condition 
has improved, according to 
Sokolove’s wife, Christine Hayes 
Sokolove.

“When [his doctor] was put-
ting everything back together, 
he said he didn’t see any signs 
of anything that was awry … 
and luckily they were able to 
leave his stomach intact,” said 
Hayes Sokolove. “He went from 
5 percent chance to 40 percent 
chance of living five years.”

According to the American 
Cancer Society, the five-year 
survival rate for stage 3 pan-
creatic cancer is about 3 per-
cent. Allison Rosenzweig, the 
senior manager of scientific 
and clinical communications 
at the Pancreatic Cancer Action 
Network (PanCAN), said pan-
creatic cancer is currently the 
third-leading cause of cancer 
deaths behind lung/bronchial 
and colorectal, and is on track 

to become the second-most 
deadly.  

According to Rosenzweig, 
there is no uniform set of symp-
toms that indicate pancreatic 
cancer, which makes catching it 
early more difficult. 

“Because the disease symp-
toms are often vague, patients 
aren’t diagnosed in the earlier 
stages of the disease – it may 
be something that’s just a little 
stomach ache, back pain that 
can be easily attributed to other 
factors,” she said.  

During November, which is 
Pancreatic Cancer Awareness 
Month, Hayes Sokolove has a 
message for Ashkenazi Jews, 
who have higher rates than 
the general population of the 
genetic mutation that can lead 
to pancreatic cancer: know your 
family history, and if it includes 
pancreatic, breast, prostate, or 
ovarian cancer, speak to your 
doctor to learn more. 

“Paul is an Ashkenazi Jew, 
and my understanding is there’s 
a high incidence of it, and if 
someone in your family has can-
cer … be aware of signs and 
symptoms,” she said.

If there is family history of 
cancer, then genetic testing is 
usually covered by insurance. 
Even if insurance doesn’t cover 
the blood test, they are relatively 
inexpensive at $250. 

Taryn Rourke is a certified 
genetic counselor at the Lahey 
Clinic in Burlington. “We review 
if they did test positive for a 
mutation, what these increased 
risks are for breast and ovar-

ian and pancreatic, and what 
the medical management rec-
ommendations are if you have 
mutations,” said Rourke. “We 
also address insurance concerns 
… some people want to get their 
life insurance in place before 
having genetic testing, so we 
address all those issues, too, just 

to make sure it’s the right timing 
for people to test.”

According to Rosenzweig, 
there is no uniform set of symp-
toms that indicate pancreatic 
cancer, which makes catching 
it easy more difficult. “Because 
the disease symptoms are often 
vague, patients aren’t diagnosed 

in the earlier stages of the disease 
– it may be something that’s just 
a little stomachache, back pain 
that can be easily attributed to 
other factors,” said Rosenzweig. 
“We need better education of 
healthcare professionals when 
patients do show up with those 
sorts of symptoms, and they 
can’t figure out where it’s com-
ing from to consider pancreatic 
cancer as an option.”

Hayes Sokolove agrees that 
doctors should not rule out pan-
creatic cancer for a variety of 
different symptoms. “My per-
sonal feeling is that doctors only 
see their specialty,” she said, 
recalling when her husband, 
a beer aficionado, could sud-
denly not drink beer anymore 
because it resulted in severe dis-
comfort. “Know the signs and 
symptoms – don’t ignore your 
body. Get the CAT scan, and if 
your doctor doesn’t do it, go to 
someone else. Because I think 
this could’ve been nipped in 
the bud a long time ago. When 
you start putting these things 
together and you see multiple 
things going on, being aware, 
and knowing these things, and 
pushing your doctor, I think 
would help people get diag-
nosed a lot earlier, and be able 
to be treated. Because if you do 
get it early, you can get it out of 
there.” 

To learn more about pan-
creatic cancer, and how to par-
ticipate in Pancreatic Cancer 
Awareness Month, visit pancan.
org. 

For Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month, review your family history

On Nov. 4, PanCAN’s Purple Stride Boston event raised over 
$490,000 to fight pancreatic cancer.



By Sharyn Russell
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

HAVERHILL – I am sitting 
in Rosh Hashanah services, 
looking up at the bimah and 
smiling. There stands a hand-
some African man in a holiday 
white jacket, serving as gabbai. 
He knows exactly what to do. I 
smile again. 

Six years ago, I received a 
call from my rabbi telling me 
that he had learned of an immi-
grant Jewish family from the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo who lived in a nearby 
town. The rabbi wondered if 
I, as chairman of our Chesed 
Committee, could go meet 
them. Little did I know where 
this simple request would lead. 

I took another member of 
the Chesed Committee to meet 
W. (they have asked not to use 
their names to protect their pri-
vacy) his wife, N., their toddler 
daughter, and their infant son. 
We discussed their current situ-
ation and what we, as a temple, 
might have to offer. 

While Jews have lived in the 
Congo since 1907, only a very 
small community remains after 
decades of civil wars that has 
claimed millions of lives. Most 
Jews have fled.

W.’s family had been living 
with their host since the win-
ter, when they had arrived in 
Boston in the middle of a snow-
storm. Snow. Cold. No money. 
Pregnant. Wearing hole-y (not 
holy) sneakers. They were 
eventually taken in by an immi-
gration agency official that eve-
ning who wound up being their 
host/friend/mentor for many 
months. 

Soon after, they coinci-
dentally met a Jewish woman 
at the local library who had 
been in the Peace Corps in the 
Congolese village where they’d 
lived, and she and her fam-
ily became their indispens-
able, loving American family. 
W. spoke at a local church that 
hosts a social justice program, 
and a member of our congre-
gation was there. The connec-
tion with Temple Emanu-El of 
Haverhill was born.

As a Jewish family, they need-
ed a synagogue. They came to 
our temple, and I worked hard 
to get their daughter in a pre-
school program. As a congrega-
tion, we were taken in by their 
sweetness, the story of their 
very long journey to escape 

persecution as Jews, and their 
courage and commitment to 
hope for a better life. 

We organized regular 
Saturday rides to services. 
Members of the temple drove 
from all over to bring them to 
services and temple functions. 
They soon decided they wanted 
to move closer to the temple, 

and moved into an apartment 
downtown. The moment they 
put mezuzot on their door-
ways, we celebrated. But chal-
lenges soon arose.  

A “Team W.” was formed that 
included staff from the immi-
gration offices, lawyers, and 
temple members. It really did 
take a village. W. faced some 
medical issues that required 
hospitalization, and it was dif-
ficult to travel an hour back and 
forth from hospitals in Boston, 
and pay all of his mounting 

bills when he couldn’t get a job. 
After several years of liv-

ing in Haverhill, they moved 
to Brookline, which was closer 
to the necessary care at major 
medical centers and had greater 
access to employment oppor-
tunities, public transportation, 
and Jewish life. W. has since got-
ten a well-paying professional 
job. N. has graduated from her 
English as a Second Language 
program, and is doing well in 
an accounting program at a 
community college. The kids 
are well-established in one of 
the finest public school systems 
in the state, and we continue to 
be blessed to have them as part 
of our temple community. My 
friend and I go into Brookline 
for “girlie” lunches with N. over 
deli food.

Despite being almost an 
hour away, W. and N. still bring 
the kids to services, Hebrew 
school, and temple events. 
We just had a Shabbat cel-
ebration for them when they 
finally obtained their green 
cards after five years of being 
in the country. W. chanted the 
Torah portion of the day, and 
N. gave a heartwarming D’var 
Torah about hope, which is 

the one thing that they carried 
with them over their journey. I 
tearfully smiled then, too, after 
hearing this once shy, unas-
suming young woman deliver 
this message about hope. It was 
a message that we all need to 
take to be mindful of and take 

to heart. 
What a gift we have received 

from this simple request to “See 
what we can do” to years of 
having this young family from 
a distant land, on their own, 
be taken into our lives and  
hearts. 

$125  |  Receive $25
$175  |  Receive $35
$250  |  Receive $50

Celebrating 34 years…

Receive 20% off on all your favorite 
Skin Care Products! 

EUROPEAN SKIN CARE & MED SPA

DaylesMedSpa.com  |  781-631-2090
261 Washington Street  |  Marblehead, MA 01945

Please join us for our Open House
on Nov. 29th ~ Nov. 30th ~ Dec. 1st

Skin & Nail Care | Laser Hair Removal | Massage | Waxing | Makeup & More...

Purchase a Gift Card & receive a FREE Gift Card

Purchase 
$175

Receive 
$35

Purchase 
$250 or more

Receive 
$50

Purchase 
$125

Receive 
$25

Offer expires January 1st. Please mention this ad to receive discount.

252 Humphrey Street u Marblehead u 781-631-DELI (3354) u www.evansdeli.com
Hours: Mon 10am-7pm u Tues-Fri 8am-7pm u Sat 7:30am-6pm u Sun 7:30am-1pm

EVAN’s
NEW YORK STYLE DELI

DELI PLATTER includes:  Roast Beef, Corned Beef, Turkey Breast, Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, 
Pickles, Bread & Rolls & Condiments ~ $11.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)

FISH PLATTER includes:  Nova Lox, Whitefish Salad, Muenster Cheese, Assorted Bagels, 
Plain & Chive Cream Cheese (other cheeses upon request), Tomatoes, Cucumbers, 

Red Onions & Capers (Sable & Kippered Salmon extra charge)  ~ $12.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)

LATKES, LATKES, LATKES!

FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

STORE 
CLOSING SALE

New location to be announced

Celebrating 36 Years
427 Paradise Road, Swampscott
781-599-8829

SAVINGS 
UP TO 65%

SALE IN 
PROGRESS

30% OFF
EVERYTHING 
including already reduced items

BLACK FRIDAY &  
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
Weekend Sale – November 23rd & 24th

  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – NOVEMBER 22, 2018 5

Haverhill congregants take a Congolese family into their hearts

Jews have lived in the Congo since 1907, but only a small community 
remains after decades of civil wars. 

As a congregation, we 
were taken in by their 
sweetness, the story 

of their very long 
journey to escape 

persecution as Jews, 
and their courage and 
commitment to hope 

for a better life. 

The Moore Family

Cheryl Anns’
Delivery on Large Orders

(617) 469-9241  •  www.cherylannsbakery.com
1010 West Roxbury Parkway, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

We deliver to Stop & Shop, Roche Bros. and Star Market. Find them on our website.

Breads Pastriesof Brookline



By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

DORCHESTER – On Nov. 
14, YouthLink, a national teen 
violence prevention program, 
partnered with Rosie’s Place, 
a Boston shelter, to host its 
eighth annual Turkey Giveaway. 
Volunteers served a tradition-
al Thanksgiving dinner, which 
included 100 turkeys, to 150 low-
income families. This is in keep-
ing with YouthLink’s tradition of 
hosting an event for all major 
holidays.

The Boston branch of 
YouthLink operates out of the 
Franklin Field housing develop-
ment in Dorchester, and offers 
after-school enrichment to its 
young tenants. “The goal is to 
keep kids off the street,” said 
Operations Director Matthew 

Swartz of Swampscott. Swartz, 
the former owner of Mateo’s 
Restaurant in Newton, teaches 
a culinary arts program that 

instructs youth how to prepare 
nutritious food. At the end of 
the 12-week course, which also 
teaches about the catering and 
restaurant industry, students 
dress up as chefs and prepare a 
meal for another youth program 
in Franklin Field. 

“There’s a huge transition 
from the first class to the last 
class with these kids. They come 
in pretty raw, and when they 
leave, they have a broad back-
ground of basic cooking skills,” 
said Swartz.

YouthLink runs a number of 
other programs out of Franklin 
Field, including a teen cen-
ter, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 
troops, Big Brother Big Sister, 
and an after-school tutoring 
program. The program, which 
according to the Boston Police 
Department has lowered teen 
violence in the housing develop-
ment 88 percent, runs solely on 
fundraising and grants.

For more information, visit 
youthlinkusa.org. 

By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF 

BROOKLINE – New England 
Yachad runs over 400 programs 
a year to help Jews with spe-
cial needs live full, produc-
tive, Jewish lives. On Dec. 2, 
the organization will unveil a 
new community center inside 
Congregation Kehillath Israel in 
Brookline that will serve as the 
organization’s headquarters and 
provide a wide array of new ser-
vices. 

“The Yachad Community 
Center will be a place that Jewish 

children, teens, adults, and older 
adults with disabilities can call 
home,” said Executive Director 
Liz Offen. “Having this commu-
nity center will enable Yachad to 
deepen our existing programs, 
while expanding the offerings 
to meet the growing need for 
daytime programs, social and 
recreational activities, informal 
education, and intergeneration-
al activities.”

The new community center 
will feature a series of offices, 
two multipurpose rooms, and 
a kosher kitchen. Other non-
profits on the Kehillath Israel 

campus will allow Yachad par-
ticipants access to classrooms, 
conference rooms, a library, and 
space for gala events. The prox-
imity also will provide oppor-
tunities for joint programming 
between different organizations. 

Yachad has been able to 
raise several hundred thou-
sand dollars for its new facil-
ity. Throughout the process, the 
Ruderman Family Foundation 
has provided support, financial 
and more. 

“For many years, the 
Ruderman Family Foundation 
has continued to provide 
important guidance and sup-
port that has led Yachad to grow 

in a sustainable and successful 
way,” said Offen. “The Yachad 
Community Center is unique 
and a tribute to the pro-dis-
ability attitude the Ruderman 
Foundation has established in 
the Greater Boston Jewish com-
munity.” 

Offen pointed out that 
Sharon Shapiro, the director of 
Ruderman’s Boston office, sits on 
the Yachad board and consulted 
regularly throughout the con-
struction and fundraising pro-
cess. Other support for the proj-
ect has come from Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies, the Nancy 
Lurie Marks Family Foundation, 
and the Orthodox Union.

Yachad is rapidly expanding. 
It has partnered with an increas-
ing number of synagogues and 
Jewish schools across New 
England, and plans to imple-
ment more programming and 
collaborations. A combination 
of the new community center 
and a fund called the Campaign 
for Yachad’s Future will allow for 
more programming, such as a 
drop-in center, lounge nights, a 
culinary arts and nutrition pro-
gram, family activity nights, a 
mitzvah club, and a hot kosher 
dinner program.

There will be an official rib-
bon-cutting ceremony for the 
new community center at 11 
a.m. on Dec. 2 that will be open 
to the public at Congregation 
Kehillath Israel, 384 Harvard St., 
Brookline. It will include speak-
ers, tours of the building, and 
activities, and plans are under-
way for the Yachad choir to per-
form. 

For Offen, the community 
center is central to Yachad’s mis-
sion. 

“The administrative hub is 
in our new Brookline campus, 
our commitment goes beyond 
bricks and mortar,” she said. 
“We aim to bring joy and friend-
ship across our region, and to 
dispel the darkness of loneliness 
and isolation by building on the 
success of Yachad programs in 
reaching the most vulnerable 
among us, and placing inclusion 
at the center of Jewish life.” 

Israel Book Shop

www.israelbookshop.com • info@israelbookshop.com

410 HARVARD STREET, BROOKLINE
       617- 566-7113 • 1-800-323-7723
HOURS: Sun-Wed 9am-6pm • Thurs 9am-8pm • Fri 9am-2pm

   

CHANUKAH
begins Sunday night, December 2nd!

Come to the Israel Book Shop for one-stop shopping
All Chanukah items now on display

MENORAHS • CANDLES FROM TZEFAT • OLIVE OIL
NUT FREE CHOCOLATE COINS • BOOKS • TOYS & GAMES

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4 PM, Monday –Thursday 7AM - 7 PM, Friday 7 AM - 2 PM,                              
Closed Saturday.                      

Zayde’s Market                       
                               Where Quality & Kosher Meet 

    www.zaydesmarket.com           781-828-3530 

Time to order your  

 

Happy Chanukah                                                       
Pick up your fresh 
Sufganiyot          
& Latkes                    

Today                                       
 

We Cater 

 For The Holidays                          
Made In House                                2oz                                        
Beef & Turkey Jerky……...$5.99Pk. 
 Fresh                                                                    
Capons…………..4.5 lb.-5.5 lb..... $2.99lb.  
Made In House                                                                   
Beef & Broccoli…………......$12.99lb.  
Made In House                                                            
General Gau Chicken.….....$9.99lb. 
Pickled  -  Home made  -  All Cuts                                          
Raw Corned Beef……..…....$10.99lb.  
Traditional                                                             
Shoulder Roasts………….…...$8.99lb. 
 Dampt Freres of Burgundy France                                                       
3 Wines to choose………..…15% off 

Fresh Baked Goods - Blacker’s & Rosenfeld’s                                                                                     
Sale Prices Good Thru December 7 2018                                                                   

See our Website & Facebook page 
FREE PARKING 

Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

Karaoke on
Fridays and

Saturdays from
8:30 pm to
12:30 am!

ORDER ONLINE AT: 
www.fantasyislandsalem.com

516 Loring Avenue, Salem
Tel: (978) 745-1700 

Fax: (978) 740-9121

6 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – NOVEMBER 22, 2018 COMMUNITY NEWS

Yachad members sing, dance, and act at a recent event at the site of 
their new community center.

YouthLink hosts eighth annual Turkey Giveaway

Matthew Swartz, of Swampscott, at YouthLink’s Turkey Giveaway.

Yachad Community Center provides  
a home base for Jews with special needs



Free Answers, Resources and Expert Advice

Do you need help finding the right housing or resources 
for an older adult? Are you planning for the future or 
experiencing an immediate need?

Our expert eldercare professionals provide older adults and 
their caregivers advice on many issues, including: 

• affordable housing
• assisted living
• caregiver support
• education

• kosher meal programs

• services specifically  
 for Jewish elders 

• all community resources

Connect with this free service: 
1-800-980-1982  
Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
cjpseniordirect.org  
info@cjpseniordirect.org
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By Michelle Harris
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

When Gaston Bernstein and 
his family watched Pentatonix 
win “The Sing-Off” on TV in 2011, 
little did he know that he him-
self would soon be immersed 
in the world of a cappella. Yet 
together with his wife, Cantor 
Sandy Bernstein, Gaston recent-
ly staged a wildly successful 
New England Jewish Collegiate 
A Cappella Competition and 
Showcase, with Tufts University’s 

Shir Appeal walking away with 
top honors. 

“The Sing-Off” first inspired 
the couple’s daughter, Gabi, to 
seek an a cappella group at her 
high school. As the Bernsteins 
continued to soak up more 
through her performances, 
Gaston had a flash of inspiration. 
What about producing a com-
petition for local-area Jewish a 
cappella college groups at the 
Philadelphia temple where the 
family worshipped? 

The event ended up being 

such a success that when Cantor 
Sandy recently accepted a 
new job at Temple Sholom in 
Greenwich, Conn., the temple’s 
leadership quickly agreed to a 
follow-up competition. 

Teams from across the 
Northeast gathered earlier this 
month, including third-place 
finisher Alef Beats from Brown 
University; Ani V’Ata from New 
York University; Kaskeset from 
Binghamton University; Kol 
Halayla from Rutgers University; 
runner-up Manginah from 

Brandeis University; the Mazel 
Tones from Wesleyan University; 
winner Shir Appeal from Tufts 
University; and Tizmoret from 
Queens College. 

Bernstein asked each group to 
prepare three songs to perform: 
one in English with an Israeli, 
biblical, or liturgical theme; one 
in Hebrew, and a final song of 
choice. He recruited a panel of 
judges from within the music 
industry, set up an elaborate 
sound system with microphones 
for each performer, and brought 
in professional stage lighting.

Noah Smith, a senior at Tufts 
who serves as 
president of Shir 
Appeal, could not 
have been prouder 
of his team’s first-
place finish. 

“Although it 
may sound like a 
cliché, I think the 
bigger win for us 
was in experienc-
ing our music 
together with other 
Jewish groups,” 
he said. “We are unique in that 
while some groups are Jewish 
primarily by membership and 
sing all types of music, not all of 
our members are Jewish, but we 
sing only Jewish music. It was 
great to feel like our approach 
was validated by the judges.”

Smith himself is not Jewish, 
yet he thoroughly enjoys his 
position leading the Tufts 
group and representing the 
Tufts Jewish community. When 
asked why a non-Jew would join 

a Jewish a cappella group, he 
said, “I love music and the fun 
and open environment of a cap-
pella, so I always knew I would 
join a group. When I received 
the audition callback from Shir 
Appeal as a sophomore, I was 
initially pretty skeptical that I 
would join. However, the warm 
environment of the group and 
the interactions I had with indi-
vidual group members con-
vinced me that Shir Appeal was 
the right fit for me.”

Smith also was the winner of 
the “Best Beatboxer” award at the 
competition, a prize he earned 

after years of hard 
work and practice. 
Beatboxing, which 
mimics drum 
machines using 
the mouth, lips, 
tongue, and voice, 
is not an easy skill 
to acquire. Smith 
picked up the 
basics from anoth-
er group member, 
and advanced so 
quickly, he was 

able to beatbox on his very first 
Shir Appeal song.  

Both Bernstein and Shir 
Appeal already are looking 
toward the future. Shir Appeal is 
preparing for a winter break trip 
to Los Angeles, where the group 
will stay with host families and 
perform at various synagogues 
in the area. Bernstein already 
is looking ahead to next year’s 
singing competition. 

“We hope to repeat with 
another great event,” he said.

Tufts’ Shir Appeal sings to top of Jewish a cappella competition

Members of Shir Appeal from Tufts University perform at the New England Jewish Collegiate A Cappella 
Competition and Showcase.

“We are unique  
in that … not all of  
our members are 

Jewish, but we sing 
only Jewish music.” 

– Noah Smith



I hate, hate.
I hate having to hate.
The haters love to hate, as 

much as I hate to hate.
To have so much hate that 

you will go and wantonly 
destroy other people’s property 
and mark up spaces with sym-
bols of hate requires a lot of 
hate.

To have so much hate that 
you can willfully, unprovoked 
cause death and destruction, 
to both structure and humans; 
well, that’s whole a lot of hate. 
The willful taking of a parent 
from a child, a spouse from his 
or her beloved, or a child from 
a parent requires so much hate.

I don’t know how to hate 
like that. I received no training 
on how to hate like the haters 
that hate. How do I combat that 
hate, if I cannot hate like them?

We are told to spread light in 
the face of darkness, but does 
unending lightness and kind-
ness put a damper on hate? 
History has not shown this to 
work effectively. You can com-
bat pain with love; anger with 
joy; resentment with charity. 
But can you respond to hate 
with love?

Does love really kill hate? Do 
haters want to hate? Do they 
hate that they are filled with 
hate? Would they like their own 
hate to end? Would the haters 
even know that I responded to 
their hate with love?

I hate that people don’t call 
hate for what it is: hate. I hate 
that people are in denial and 
refuse to see the hate that is 
staring at them in the face. They 
give the hate a different title. 
They call the hate by a different 
name, thus making it impos-
sible to react accordingly. If you 
can’t call it by its name, how can 
you get rid of it?

I hate that my children are 
growing up in a world that 
cannot rein in its own fellow 
humans. I hate that there’s a 
(secret) society that glorifies 
fear, pain and suffering of oth-
ers.

I hate that Jews (and oth-
ers) have to be afraid when it 
seemed we had matured as a 

nation beyond this kind of stuff.
I hate that this conversation 

is even necessary. That’s what 
I hate.

I hate that we are divided.
I love that there is hope. I love 

that there are lovers out there. I 
love that I cannot be defined by 
hate or the haters. I love that I 
can choose my response to their 
hate. I love that I can control 
what I do with their toxic infu-
sion of hate. I love that I choose 
to turn that poison into medi-
cine – to cure with ingredients 
that they intended for harm. I 
have a lot of love in me. I still 
have some hate as well.

I hate that there is so much 
hate, but I’d hate for you to mis-
takenly assume that my hatred 
of hate will make me accept the 
hate.

Oh no, sorry Mr. and Mrs. 
Hater, you have not seen the 
last of me yet. We will eradicate 
you like the cancer that you are. 
We will remove you and all your 
friends and relatives from our 
midst, so that love and his and 
her family can replace you.

Goodbye Hate.
Hello Love.

Rabbi Nechemia Schuster
man is the director of Chabad  
of Peabody. 
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Greater Boston 
Jewry is facing 
a wave of anti-

Semitism that has not 
been seen in this part of 
New England in decades. 
For the last 18 months, 
Reading Jews have won-
dered why over 30 swas-
tikas have been found in 
schools and other public 
places – and that no one 
has been charged with 
a crime. Last year, the 
New England Holocaust 
Memorial was vandalized 
twice. Since then, vandals 
scrawled “End the Jew” 
and “KKK is here” on the 
Marblehead causeway, 
and swastikas on Salem’s 
Town Common and a 
nearby seawall. Last 
month’s tragic murder of 
11 Jews in a Pittsburgh 
synagogue brought the issue to light nationally, 
but locally, the incidents continued. In recent 
weeks, swastikas have been found in Melrose, 
Malden, and Boxford schools. 

And it’s not just a swastika problem alone. 
On Nov. 1, police say a Cambridge man physi-
cally assaulted a 66-year-old woman in the 
street while repeatedly making anti-Semitic 
statements directed at the victim. Police report 
that the suspect pushed the victim against a 
wall and placed his fist against her throat. And 
this past weekend, someone decided to take a 
BB gun to Chabad of Peabody and shatter an 
entrance window. No one was injured but the 
act set an already anxious community on edge. 

According to federal officials, local incidents 
of anti-Semitism mirror a national trend. This 
month, the FBI reported a 37 percent jump 
nationally in anti-Semitic incidents between 
2016 and 2017 – from 684 to 938. According 
to the Anti-Defamation League, during that 

same time frame, anti-
Semitism rose 42 per-
cent in the state, with 
177 incidents reported 
in 79 communities – 
or 22.5 percent of the 
Commonwealth’s cities 
and towns. According to 
the ADL, Massachusetts 
ranked number four in 
anti-Semitic incidents in 
2017, behind New Jersey, 
California and New York.  

In response, Jewish 
institutions are revamp-
ing their security plans; 
some temples have 
allowed congregants to 
bring arms to synagogue 
services; and Jewish 
organizations have met 
with law enforcement 
officials. While Governor 
Charlie Baker should be 
lauded for condemning 

anti-Semitism and for reviving the Governor’s 
Task Force on Hate Crimes, the Jewish com-
munity would be wise to create its own Task 
Force on Anti-Semitism. The committee could 
work with the Governor’s Task Force and state 
officials to tap police chiefs, district attorneys, 
school superintendents, university presidents, 
civic and religious leaders and elected officials 
to form the committee. That committee could 
create a recommended protocol which school 
leaders and law enforcement officials could fol-
low in the aftermath of anti-Semitic incidents. 
It could also create a blueprint for college and 
secondary school educational programs that 
promote respect, tolerance, and coexistence.  

We cannot rely on one single method to 
eradicate anti-Semitism, racism and hatred. 
Historically, a rise in intolerance, intimidation, 
and blame have led to violence. Let us use all 
the resources we have in our state to combat 
this growing societal problem.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome. 
Letters must be signed and include your name,  

address and telephone number for verification purposes. 
Submissions are subject to editing for accuracy,  

length, libel issues and good taste.  
Letters should be 300 words or less. Email submissions to:  

editor@jewishjournal.org, subject “Letters.”

Create a task force on anti-Semitism

In his article, “Chabad’s new 
mikvah to open Nov. 25” (The 
Jewish Journal, November 15, 
2018), Steven Rosenberg writes: 
“The new mikvah will replace 
the old immersion pool that 
was housed at the former site of 
Congregation Ahabat Sholom in 
Lynn. That mikvah fell into dis-
repair over a decade ago.”

In case your readers may be 
unaware and as a point of clari-

fication, please note that that 
mikvah was legally owned and 
operated by Mikvat Bnot Yisrael 
Incorporated. The governance, 
by-laws, and state-certified 
Articles of Organization of that 
entity were entirely separate 
from those of Ahabat Sholom.

Marc E. Winer
President, Ahabat Sholom

Marblehead 

Lynn’s old mikvah was owned  
by Mikvat Bnot Yisrael 

Goodbye to hate
By Rabbi Nechemia 

Schusterman

This column is dedicat
ed to the Jews massacred in 
Pittsburgh, the Jews in Israel 
dodging rockets, the Jews on the 
North Shore scared by the swas
tikas and blown out windows by 
BB bullets, and Jews around the 
world that are scared by what 
appears to be an old trend creep
ing back in – Jew hatred.

Bruce Siegel (Honorable 
Menschion, Jewish Journal, 
Nov. 11) is a top-notch can-
tor, a talented musician, and 
most importantly, a wonderful 
human being. As a congregant 

from Bruce’s and Anne’s former 
shul in N.J., I miss them very 
much and wish them health and 
happiness for many years.

Steven Schwaber 
Allenwood, NJ

Siegel is missed by congregants in NJ

A BB gun shattered a window at Chabad of 
Peabody last weekend.
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By Itamar Marcus

Nov. 20 marks the date when the 
U.N. General Assembly adopted 
the Declaration of the Rights of 

the Child (1959) and the Convention of 
the Rights of the Child (1989).

While the Palestinian Authority joined 
the U.N.’s Convention on the Rights of 
the Child in 2014, the Palestinian lead-
ership is abusing its own children, pre-
senting terrorists as heroes, “martyrs” as 
role models, and glorifying the murder 
of Jews and Israelis.

In the decades of monitoring the 
Palestinian Authority’s open sourc-
es, Palestinian Media Watch (PMW) 
has exposed that the P.A. Ministry of 
Education teaches that terrorist “mar-
tyrs” are “heroes” and “the crown of 
their nation, the symbol of its glory, 
the best of the best.” Official P.A. TV 
has Palestinian children recite that “Our 
enemy, Zion, is Satan with a tail,” and 
that “Jews are the most evil among cre-
ations … they descend from apes and 
pigs.” TV cartoons teach young kids that 
“Jews work on earth for Satan, to try to 
destroy Muhammad.”

Sports tournaments, school books, 
cultural events and even music vid-
eos glorify terrorists and encourage 
Palestinian youth to aspire to kill and 
be killed.

What we have found in more than 20 
years of monitoring the P.A. – through 
the broad range of institutions and 
infrastructures that they control – are 
messages in Arabic of hatred, indoctri-
nation and incitement, while in English, 
to the world, the P..A, the ruling Fatah 
Party, and leader Mahmoud Abbas pres-
ent themselves as moderates who are 

Israel’s peace partners.
Meanwhile, murderers, such as the 

infamous Dalal Mughrabi (who in 1978 
with a group of terrorists hijacked a bus 
and murdered 37 civil-
ians, including 12 chil-
dren) is immortalized by 
the Palestinian Authortiy 
naming schools, town 
squares and commu-
nity centers after her. 
Terrorist murderer Baha 
Alyan (who murdered 
three Israelis on a bus 
in Jerusalem in 2015) 
is used by the P.A. as a 
role model to promote 
the value of reading to 
children. Terrorist murderer, Ahmed 
Jarrar (who killed Rabbi Raziel Shevach, 
a father of six, in a drive-by shooting 
earlier this year) and 13-year-old Ahmed 

Manassreh, who attempted to murder 
an Israeli child, are glorified by having 
sports tournaments named after them.

Palestinian leaders actively encourage 
distortion of the univer-
sal platform of sport-
ing events in this way. 
In September 2014, 
Jibril Rajoub, the P.A.’s 
Secretary of the Fatah 
Central Committee and 
head of the Supreme 
Council for Sport and 
Youth Affairs, stated that: 
“Any activity of normal-
ization with the Zionist 
enemy is a crime against 
humanity.”

Is it any wonder then, that in the 2015 
stabbing intifada, 50 percent of all terror 
attacks were carried out by teenagers – 
10 percent of whom were under the age 

of 15 years old?
On the day of the matriculation 

results, WAFA, the official Palestinian 
news agency published an article glo-
rifying 16 teenagers, who instead of 
graduating with their classmates died 
carrying out terror attacks that year. The 
article stated: “Death as a martyr is the 
path to excellence and greatness and the 
path to those who know how to achieve 
great victory.”

The message Palestinian kids are get-
ting is clear. If you kill an Israeli, you are 
a hero. If you make peace with an Israeli, 
you are a traitor and you are committing 
a crime against humanity.

The P.A.’s indoctrination of its chil-
dren to kill and be killed, and its active 
and passive recruitment of the chil-
dren to take part in terrorism breach-
es numerous provisions of both the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child 
and the Optional Protocol to the con-
vention on the Rights of the Child on 
the involvement of children in armed 
conflict.

These Palestinian kids are victims. 
I don’t blame them. They have grown 
up in a toxic environment, where they 
have been constantly exposed to mes-
sages of hate and terror in every aspect 
of their lives. Anyone who cares about 
Palestinians doesn’t want to see their 
children indoctrinated with these mes-
sages of hate. Responsibility for these 
kids’ actions lies squarely with their 
leadership, who are profoundly poison-
ing the minds of these children.

Itamar Marcus is the founder of 
Palestinian Media Watch.

Some Palestinians still imbue youth with hate
Palestinian TV regularly features children who espouse their views on Jews and Israel. 

The message Palestinian kids are getting is clear. If you kill an Israeli, you are a hero. 

Sports tournaments, 
school books, cultural 
events and even music 
videos glorify terrorists 

and encourage Palestinian 
youth to aspire to kill and 

be killed.

By Jonathan S. Tobin
 

The election of Ilhan 
Omar to the House of 
Representatives has 

stirred fears that the Democratic 
Party is turning against Israel. 
Omar, who will represent 
Minnesota in the next Congress, 
is the first Somali-American to 
be elected to the House. But she 
may also have the distinction of 
being the first open supporter 
of BDS – the movement advo-
cating boycott, divestment and 
sanctions against the State of 
Israel – to hold federal office.

After her victory in an over-
whelmingly Democratic district 
formerly represented by fellow 
Muslim and Israel opponent 
Keith Ellison (who was just elect-
ed the state’s Attorney General), 
Omar made it clear that she 
“believes in and supports the 
BDS movement.” Despite her 
attempts to confuse the issue 
during the campaign, her true 
views were no secret. Omar had 
previously tweeted anti-Semitic 
slurs about an “evil” Israel “hyp-
notizing the world.”

She is far from alone in being 
hostile to Israel. Rashida Tlaib, 
who was elected to Congress 
from Michigan this month, is a 
Palestinian-American who also 
makes no pretenses about her 
views and has spoken about 
supporting those who advocate 
for BDS, though she hasn’t yet 
gone as far as Omar.

Democrats are divided about 
the Jewish state with many 
influential Democrats highly 
critical. Most of their leadership, 
especially in the House, remains 
broadly supportive. Still, the key 
point is not whether Omar and 

Tlaib will have much of a say 
in determining what the new 
Democratic majority in the 
House does, but about what 
Democrats and Jews will do in 
response to an open expression 
of anti-Semitism.

That is especially important 
at a time when, in the aftermath 
of the Pittsburgh synagogue 
shooting, so many are asserting 
that there must be zero toler-
ance for those who enable or 
facilitate Jew-hatred. Most of 
those comments are directed at 
U.S. President Donald Trump, 
who has, despite abundant evi-
dence of philo-Semitism and 
unprecedented support for 
Israel, been accused of dog-
whistling to the far-right.

Yet now that Omar has 
dropped any pretense about 
support for an openly anti-
Semitic movement, the onus 
is on Democrats and those in 
the organized Jewish world who 
wish to maintain good rela-
tions with Omar so as to not 

lose access to their member 
of Congress. They need to be 
at least as tough on someone 
whose ties to an anti-Semitic 
movement don’t require a 
sketchy and partisan method 
of connecting dots to ascertain 
their guilt, but are instead bra-
zenly proclaimed.

The first point to make clear 
is that BDS is an expression of 
anti-Semitism.

Those who wish to deny to 
the Jewish people what they 
don’t deny to others – namely, 
the right to live in their home-
land in peace and security– are 
committing an act of bias. Acts 
of discrimination against Jews 
are defined as anti-Semitism. 
Nor is there much doubt about 
this with respect to BDS because 
everywhere it raises its banners, 
open acts of anti-Semitic intim-
idation and often violence usu-
ally follow.

As Students for Justice in 
Palestine – the main pro-BDS 
movement in the United States 

– makes clear, its goal is the 
eradication of the Jewish state, 
not an effort to change Israel’s 
policies or oppose Jewish settle-
ments. Nor is there any com-
parison between anti-Israel 
efforts and opposition to other 
ethnic movements, like those 
of the Kurds or the Basques. 
Only opponents of Israel can 
muster an international move-
ment aimed at opposing the 
expression of Jewish rights as 
uniquely sinister, and they do 
so employing the classic tools of 
Jew-hatred.

Omar’s back-
ing for an anti-
Semitic move-
ment crosses a 
red line about 
hate that would 
be considered 
unacceptable for 
any politician, 
no matter what 
their ethnic or 
religious origin, 
or their political 
party.

That is why 
what is trou-
bling about Omar is why her 
party and much of the orga-
nized Jewish world won’t seek to 
ostracize her.

The obvious answer is that 
since she and Tlaib are the first 
Muslim women to be elected 
to Congress, many fear being 
smeared as Islamophobic for 
calling them out for their preju-
dicial stands.

Others will not accept the 
idea that anti-Semitism is a 
growing problem on the left 
with more influence than the 
small, albeit sometimes violent, 
factions of anti-Semites on the 

far-right. Many Jews are enraged 
by Trump and buy into a false 
narrative about an epidemic of 
anti-Semitism being unleashed 
since he became president. 
There seems to be little appetite 
for a confrontation with anyone 
who is seen as a fellow member 
of the anti-Trump “resistance.”

That’s why a group like the 
Women’s March, whose leaders 
are also tainted by anti-Semi-
tism, retains mainstream sup-
port. Indeed, one of its lead-
ers – anti-Zionist activist Linda 

Sarsour – went 
so far as to 
brand Jews who 
denounce Omar 
as being guilty 
of dual loyalty, 
another clas-
sic anti-Semitic 
trope.

Yet when 
c o n f r o n t e d 
with Omar’s 
stand, leaders 
of the Jewish 
community in 
Minnesota have 
been somewhat 

circumspect, stating their oppo-
sition but declaring the need 
for continued dialogue and a 
willingness to work together on 
other issues.

Forging alliances despite dif-
ferences is what Jewish commu-
nity-relations councils do. But 
there is a difference between 
agreeing to disagree about 
social or economic issues in 
order to make common cause 
about vital interests and saying 
that support for an anti-Semitic 
cause doesn’t necessarily mark a 
public figure as beyond the pale.

Newly elected Ilhan Oma (D-Minn.) supports the boycott, divestment 
and sanctions movement.  

Drawing the line at BDS

continued on page 17

It’s not Israel’s 
powerhouse economy 
that is suffering as a 
result [of BDS], but 

Jewish kids on college 
campuses, who are 

targeted for abuse and 
must live in a hostile 

environment created by 
BDS activists.



By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Lisa Kron and Alison Bechdel 
have a lot in common. Both are 
lesbian daughters – the former of 
a Jewish Holocaust survivor and 
the latter of a closeted English 
teacher and funeral home direc-
tor – who have written about 
their respective relationships 
with their fathers. 

In “2.5 Minute Ride,” her 
Obie Award-winning 1999 
book, Jewish playwright Kron 
details accompanying her 
father, Walter, to his hometown 
in Germany and to Auschwitz, 
where he believed his parents 
died. (He later found out that 
they actually died at Chelmno.) 
In her acclaimed 2006 graphic 
memoir, “Fun Home,” Bechdel 
struggles to understand her 
closeted father Bruce, his ongo-

ing emotional conflict, and his 
eventual (probable) suicide. 
In both cases, the daughters 
reflected on the significance of 
their respective situations and 
their push-pull relationships.

Bechdel’s memoir was adapt-
ed into a musical with book 
and lyrics by Kron and music 
by Jeanine Tesori. “Fun Home,” 
which won a Tony Award for best 
musical in 2015, is being pre-
sented by the SpeakEasy Stage 
Company in the Calderwood 
Pavilion at the Boston Center for 
the Arts through Nov. 24.

As in the Broadway produc-
tion, SpeakEasy artistic direc-
tor Paul Daigneault is staging 
the local premiere with an audi-
ence-involving configuration: 
here a stage with theatergoers 
on virtually all sides for an inti-
mate effect. That closeness pro-
vides a perfect fit for Alison’s 

memories. 
What remarkably sets that 

story and “Fun Home” apart is the 
musical’s trio of Alisons: 8-year-

old Small Alison, 18-19 year-old 
college student Medium Alison, 
and the 43-year-old much 
wiser adult simply identified 
as Alison. Throughout Alison’s 
odyssey, she moves around the 
sprawling set – designed in vivid 
detail by Cristina Todesco – that 
largely represents the Bechdels’ 
Beech Creek, Pa., home but also 
includes Bruce’s funeral home 
and Medium Alison’s Oberlin 
College dorm room. 

Frequently an observer as 
well as a family member, Alison 
analyzes her experiences as 
Small Alison and Medium Alison 
to gain insight about her own 
childhood and full realization of 
her sexuality. The adult daugh-
ter – in Kron’s play and Bechdel’s 
graphic memoir – unflinchingly 
deals with her mother’s angst 
and awareness of her husband’s 
sexual orientation as well as her 
father’s disturbing attraction 
to teenage boys, even his high 
school students. 

Humor sometimes makes its 
way even into serious passag-
es. Perhaps the most amusing 
stretch is Small Alison and her 

brothers’ lively collaboration on 
an inventive commercial for the 
funeral home, a standout num-
ber entitled “Come to the Fun 
Home.”

Daigneault and a generally 
inspired cast capture the show’s 
singular blend of caring and 
candor. Amy Jo Jackson has all 
of Alison’s gradual awakening 
about herself and about her 
father. Todd Yard sings vibrant-
ly as Bruce – particularly on 
the riveting solo “Edges of the 
World” and does well demon-
strating his early affection for 
Alison, though he could do 
with more of the vulnerability 
Michael Cerveris brought to this 
pivotal role in his Tony Award-
winning performance. Laura 
Marie Duncan finds mother 
Helen’s pain and frustration and 
delivers the standout number 
“Days and Days” with heart-
wrenching intensity. 

Marissa Simeqi is properly 
spirited and wonderstruck as 
Small Alison, especially on her 
revealing solo, “Ring of Keys.” 
Ellie van Amerongen catches 
Medium Alison’s naiveté as a col-
lege newcomer and embrace of 
feelings for fellow student Joan 
– played with fitting warmth by 
Desiré Graham – in the clever 
solo “Changing My Major.” 

Frequent SpeakEasy music 
director Matthew Stern con-
ducts with great heart. Designer 
Karen Perlow brings nuance to 
Alison’s striking perceptions.

Kron has spoken of sharing 
Bechdel’s interest in looking at 
the difference between a story 
and what actually happens. That 
interest richly invests her lines 
and lyrics and provides much to 
explore in SpeakEasy’s poignant 
“Fun Home.” 

For tickets, call 617-933-8600 
or visit bostontheatrescene.com.

THE GABLES OFFERS
• On-site Five Star Wellness & Rehab

• Fine dining prepared daily by our Executive Chef
• Diverse social, educational and cultural programs providing  

mental stimulation and physical exercise through our Lifestyle360 Programming
• Chauffeured transportation to medical appointments, shopping,  

cultural events, restaurants and local places of interest
• Computer center, library, activity center with demonstration kitchen, and bistro

• Spacious apartments, including full-size upgraded kitchens  
with granite countertops and stainless steel appliances

THE GABLES AT WINCHESTERTHE GABLES AT WINCHESTER

when your apartment is 
at Two Victory Road.

The perfect address for people 
who want a little extra help to 

get a lot more out of life.

Two Victory Road is a wonderful 
neighborhood conveniently located 
on a scenic and serene pond on the 

Salem/Lynn line. 

Featuring a brand new community 
room, gym and active resident 

service program.

1 and 2 bedrooms 
starting at $1,500

Contact Karen at 978-532-4800 
for a property tour

Professionally managed by 
Crowninshield Management Company

There is no place like home

Photo by Nile Scott Studios
Marissa Simeqi as Small Alison and Todd Yard as her father Bruce 
play “airplane” in “Fun Home.” 
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Epstein Hillel School hon-
ored Sheryl Lappin-Levy and 
Eric Levy, at its 30th Annual Gala 
in the historic Cabot Theater, 
Beverly on Nov. 8. Nearly 300 
community members came 
together to honor the Levys and 
their commitment to Jewish life 
in the North Shore. Attendees 
enjoyed a night of hilarity and 
mind-bending magic by Netflix 
original star Justin Willman.

Eric is a graduate of Hillel, 
class of ‘80, and the eldest of four 
brothers: Mark ‘81, Michael ‘82, 
and Andrew ‘84. Eric has been an 
active leader in the community 
and has served both on the boards 
and in leadership positions at 
Hillel and The Jewish Journal, as 
well as on the board of the Jewish 
Federation of the North Shore, 
Jewish Community Center of the 
North Shore, and Temple Beth El 

(now Shirat Hayam). He credits 
his Hillel education with creating 
the foundation for everything he 
has accomplished.

Sheryl is a lifelong resident 
of Marblehead. She is a former 
Women’s Division President of 
the Jewish Federation of the 
North Shore as well as former 
Co-President of CHA’s Parent 
Organization. Sheryl is a regu-
lar volunteer in the kindergarten 
at Epstein Hillel School, serves 
as Co-Chair of the North Shore 
Advisory Committee of the CJP, 
and is a member of the CJP Lion 
of Judah event committee as well 
as the JCC Jewish Book Month 
Committee. 

Their children Joshua and 
Rebecca both attended Hillel 
and presented the Dr. Bennett 
I. Solomon Leadership Award to 
their parents onstage.

Levys honored at Hillel gala

Hillel Board President Mark Farber, Eric Levy, Sheryl Lappin-Levy,  
and Head of School Amy Gold.

‘Fun Home’ is a musical with a message



Over the past two years, 
Temple B’nai Abraham of 
Beverly has undergone a pro-
cess of community building and 
transformation. This 110-year-
old congregation invested 
time and significant resources 
to explore its identity: who its 
members are and how they can 
best serve their community. 

The leadership, led by Temple 
President Ken Hartman, past 
president Alan Pierce, Rabbi 
Alison Adler, and Executive 
Director Deb Schutzman, 
embarked on this journey with 
professional guidance from Rick 
Alpern and his Single Source 
marketing team. Identity was 
the first task. A committee of 15 
from all demographics within 
the temple community spent 
countless hours over months 
looking at the current member-
ships and the trends of new-
comers. 

The new logo is a tree with 36 
leaves in a variety of shades of 
green representing the diversity 
within the temple community, 
its trunk a person with open 
arms and a heart at its cen-
ter with the words “To Learn. 
To Love. To Life!,” making clear 
the priorities at Temple B’nai 
Abraham: education, inclusion, 
social action, and relationships.  

Next came the new website, 
tbabeverly.org, the vehicle to 
share with the greater com-
munity what the temple is all 
about: Temple B’nai Abraham’s 
commitment to education, 
social justice, and community. 

Longtime members Dr. 
Harold and Zellie Kaplan knew 
they wanted to find an appropri-
ate way to honor the memory of 
their son, Alan Kaplan, and their 
niece, Deborah Kaplan Sergi. 
They felt strongly that investing 
in the education experience at 
Temple B’nai Abraham and cre-
ating a new Children’s Learning 
Center for pre-kindergarten 
and kindergarten students and 
a new library, adult education 
classroom, and meeting space 
was the perfect opportunity. 

In the library, there is a 
beautifully presented section 
of Megillat Esther scribed by 
Alan Kaplan, who had a passion 
for Jewish education and was 
studying to be a sofer (scribe) 
in Jerusalem.  The Children’s 
Learning Center is dedicated in 

memory of Harold and Zellie’s 
niece, Deborah Kaplan Sergi. 

More members were now 
looking at the building to ensure 
that the new message did not 
stop at the door. The lobby area 
had been a relatively empty 
space, and although the beau-
tiful, original ark from Temple 
Shalom had been relocated 
there after the merger between 
B’nai Abraham and Temple 
Shalom of Salem several years 
ago, the space was still lack-
ing purpose. Alan and Donna 
Pierce, who served as temple 
president and Sisterhood co-
president for seven years, 
donated new carpeting, seating 
areas, and tables, in honor of all 
temple leaders.

All the new areas were dedi-
cated on Sept. 23 with a bless-

ings from Rabbi Adler. 
In these spaces you now see 

and feel what Temple B’nai 
Abraham is all about: people 
coming together to get to know 

one another, to educate them-
selves, their children and grand-
children, and to be community 
for one another. 

Shore Village is conveniently located near area shops and restaurants,  
public transportation and beach. Our brand new apartments are equipped  

with full kitchens, washer and dryer in unit and walk-in closets.  
Community room with fireplace and rooftop deck with great views.

A community for 62 plus.
For more information and to arrange a tour call 978-532-4800

137 EASTERN AVE., LYNN
Managed by Crowninshield Management Corporation

$1,300

You get MORE for your money

At a senior rental community, the money you pay each 
month is gone forever. At a life care community, you’re 
forced to pay for extra care you may never use. But at 
Brooksby Village, 90% of your entrance deposit is 
refundable.* You only pay for more advanced care if 
you need it.

Brooksby Village offers MORE 
than other senior living options

North Shore
BrooksbyVillage.com

Learn MORE reasons to choose retirement living at 
Brooksby Village. Call 1-800-614-6998 or visit 
BrooksbyVillage.com for your free brochure.

*As per the Residence and Care Agreement. 13147733

~ Ted, Caregiver to Son, Brett

“As a parent, I’m very protective of  
my son and want to see him develop 
to the best of his abilities. Adult Foster 
Care of the North Shore has been  
a vital asset to our family over  
the past 5 years in helping  
find resources for Brett.”

978-281-2612  
AdultFosterCareNS.com  

Celebrating 15 Years
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Temple B’nai Abraham has a new look and a new vision

Adult Education with Cantor Bruce Siegel.

By Miriam Weinstein
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

While emailing with the 
Journal editor, I let him know 
that (lucky me!) I had been on a 
trip to Japan. 

“Is there a Jewish angle?” he 
asked. 

At first I thought: What … 
in Japan? And then I thought: 
There is always a Jewish angle. 
No matter where we travel, we 
bring our Jewish selves. We see 
the world through Jewish eyes, 
think with a Yiddishe kop, feel 
with a Jewish heart.

This trip involved lots of tem-
ples, but they are all Buddhist  
(the Shinto places are shrines). 
Still, I watched the Shinto priest 
wave his willow branches and 
thought: Lulav! I saw people 

at a shrine hang up handwrit-
ten notes of hopes and prayers, 
and thought: Western Wall! I 
went to the communal bath, 
where Japanese women ardu-
ously clean themselves before 
immersing in the hot tub, and 
said to myself: Mikvah!

On a previous trip to China, 
our first day was spent on a tour 
of the Shanghai neighborhood 
populated by Jewish refugees 
who had fled Europe during 
World War II. The tour guide 
was Israeli. But Japan does not 
have much in the way of Jewish 
sites.  I will admit that on the 
two Shabbats I spent there, one 
in Tokyo and one in Kyoto, I 
did not search out a synagogue 
or expat Jewish group. I am 
not like my parents who, when 
they traveled half a century ago, 
always seemed to identify fel-
low Yiddish speakers in the most 
unlikely places.

On this trip, my husband 
and I traveled with a group of 
Americans. Although there were 
lots of cultural commonalities 
among us, we were the only 
Jews. After a few days, I notice 
that I watched what I said. No 
remarks about buying trinkets 
or comparing the salmon to lox. 
There were certainly no games 
of Jewish geography. 

One person in the group 
made a remark that struck me 
as stereotyping Jews. I cringed, 
but decided to let it go. Then, 
because we were in Japan when 
we heard about the shootings 
in Pittsburgh, my husband and 
I felt marooned, lonely, and 
bereft. Nobody in our group 
mentioned the incident.

Traveling is about getting 
out of our bubbles. We voyage 
to learn about others, and our-
selves. Sometimes the lessons 

are not the ones that we expect. 
But that is the idea. Around 
every exotic corner is the pos-
sibility of surprise.

Packing away our Judaism on a trip to Japan

Miriam Weinstein and Peter 
Feinstein in Kyoto, Japan.



know anyone who plays Mah 
Jongg?’ So she came here and 
we became friends, and she was 
actually moving here and she 
says, ‘I’m going to buy a house.’ 
Oh, really? I’m a real estate attor-
ney. So she became a friend, a 
client – life is good.” 

All over the North Shore, Mah 
Jongg is once again connect-
ing people. For many decades, 

American Jewish women played 
it almost exclusively among 
friends in their private homes, 
a tradition that is still thriv-
ing, according to local players. 
However, in the past few years, 
as the game has enjoyed a resur-
gence of popularity thanks to 
retiring baby boomers, it has 
moved into public spaces. 

Locally, several senior cen-
ters and public libraries offer 
free games and clubs. The 
Temple Ner Tamid Sisterhood 
hosts a series of four fundraising 

game nights in Peabody each 
year that have brought in 100 
Mah Jongg players seated at 
25 tables. At Temple Emanu-El 
in Marblehead, an average of 
30 people gather weekly in the 
social hall to play.

Amy Saltz, who started the 
group and taught many of its 
members how to play, came to 
the game after her partner died. 
She enjoyed it so much that she 
approached Temple Emanu-El 
about a public group open to 
everyone, including people with 
no prior experience. 

“I wanted it to feel like 
everyone could play, so I said 
I guess I’ll teach,” said Saltz, 
who assigns tables based on 
skill level. The group includes 
men, non-Jews, and non-temple 
members, although some for-
mer non-members have since 
joined the congregation. 

“There aren’t many things in 
life you can do that don’t cost 
anything … that bring you joy 
and connection, and use your 
brain,” said Saltz.

Community was one of the 
principal reasons that brought 
Jewish women to the game in the 
first place. Though it has been in 
China for centuries, it only came 

to America at the beginning of 
the 1920s when Joseph Babcock, 
an engineer for Standard Oil, 
went to China and brought Mah 
Jongg back with him. It became 
a massive fad popular with both 
men and women. However, as 
interest waned with the general 
public, it remained popular with 
Jewish women, who founded 
the National Mah Jongg League 
in 1937. 

The league established a ver-
sion of Mah Jongg with American 
rules, and helped spread the 
game amongst close-knit Jewish 
social networks. 

“To me, it’s important and 
meaningful that [Mah Jongg] 
actually became specifically 
associated with Jewish American 
women,” said Annelise Heinz, 
a history professor at the 
University of Oregon who is 
releasing an upcoming book on 
the subject. “Part of that has to 
do with the historical accident 
of having this really remarkably 
talented group of game smiths 
who were focused on promot-
ing the game, and they were 
most effectively able to do that 
through Jewish women’s net-
works.” 

Heinz also points out that 
Mah Jongg has a tempo that 
facilitates conversation and 
bonding. “I really think that 
there are unique qualities to 
Mah Jongg that make it a partic-
ularly effective way to be togeth-
er,” she said. “The tempo sets it 
apart because of the shuffling of 
tiles between the games. It takes 
longer to shuffle the tiles than it 
does to shuffle a deck of cards … 
and in those moments, relation-
ships are made. You have those 
pauses where you can talk to 
each other.” 

Heinz believes these relation-
ships proved especially valuable 
as Jewish women moved from 
cramped cities into spacious 
suburbs after World War II, and 
worried about the fraying of 
social bonds. 

“Part of it has to do with the 
larger demographic changes 
that Jewish women experienced 
in particularly profound ways 
after World War II – a rise into 
the middle class en masse, a 
really significant demographic 
shift where you have Jewish 
women who are higher educated 
than average with higher rates 
of leaving the workforce when 
they get married,” said Heinz. 
“It’s the combination of demo-
graphic shifts, historical shifts 
that are happening during this 
time, and particular patterns of 
Jewish communities of socializ-
ing and really the importance of 
Jewish Americans in forging key 
parts of American leisure culture 
in general. This all becomes a 
key element in how and why we 
have this really remarkable and 
wonderful growth of commu-
nity around this.”

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing
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5 Ways to check 
on Mom's well-being 
this holiday season.

Give a Hug 
Do you notice weight changes, increased frailty?

Observe Her Social Life 
Are there signs of active friendships, or isolation? 

Open the Medicine Cabinet 
Is Mom taking her medications as prescribed? 
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Look for unopened mail or unpaid bills

Inspect the Kitchen 
Look for expired food, broken appliances 

If your mom isn't doing well at home alone, 
Forestdale Park may be the perfect solution. 
We offer an innovative enriching approach to 
senior living and Alzheimer's care. 
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Every week, dozens play Mah Jongg at Temple Emanu-El.

Mah Jongg
from page 1



By Dr. Leonard R. Friedman

In February of this year, five 
of the 17 people massa-
cred at Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School were Jews. 
Last month, 11 Pittsburgh vic-
tims were slaughtered while 

attending a 
synagogue ser-
vice. To date, 
that there have 
been no con-

crete answers to prevent these 
massacres. My experience as a 
former psychiatrist in the Green 
Berets suggests that there are 
local measures to meet these 
miniature Holocausts.

My experience from 1969 
to 1972 included screening all 
Jewish Defense League mem-
bers patrolling Mattapan. With 
the JDL in the streets, the num-
ber of incidents against Jews 
were minimized. Yet the 17,000 
Jews living in Mattapan in 1969 
were reduced to 3,000 by 1972 as 
they moved in their trek to per-
ceived safety. In 1972 the Jewish 
Community Agencies estab-
lished offices in Mattapan to 
help the remaining Jews leave. 

A JDL type organization 
can make its presence known 
to Jewish synagogues, schools, 
gravesites and community cen-
ters. These patrols would be 
licensed carriers of guns and 

trained in the use of guns. Of 
course they would be psychiat-
rically screened according to the 
protocols of Special Forces to 
weed out the potentially unfit.

The Parkland school inci-
dent quickly reminded me that 
only 10 percent of soldiers in 
World War II fired their weap-
ons in battle, according to U.S. 
Army combat historian General 
Samuel Lyman Atwood (SLAM) 
Marshall. By Vietnam, a sig-
nificantly larger 
percentage of sol-
diers fired their 
weapons, as when 
arriving at a drop 
zone, the soldiers 
would be asked to 
fire their guns on 
hitting the ground 
as taught by the 
Air Cavalry. 

These figures 
do not offer much 
help in providing 
a presence as well 
as security to prevent another 
Parkland or another Columbine. 
I suggest adding a 5th post-
graduate year at high schools. 
This year would allow volun-
teers to provide teams mimick-
ing Special Forces in action. 
These volunteers would receive 
three months of army training 
as well as another three months 
in specific specialties for school 

use. This would be understand-
ing ones’ rights under the law, 
understanding the psychology 
of mindful murderers, paramed-
ical understanding and actions, 
as well as teaching aides for 
both high school and elemen-
tary schools, communicators 
and engineering for schools 
systems. There would also be 
intelligence and organizational 
skills for leadership positions. 
These specialties are not exclu-

sive, as they follow 
the needs of the 
school system. A 
team of 12 mem-
bers could deal 
with a thousand 
students as a max-
imum number 
per team. When 
in a school, col-
lege-level courses 
would be pro-
vided for the 5th 
year volunteers. 
This would lead to 

entering colleges beginning in 
the second year of college. The 
services would also credit these 
paid National Guardsmen with 
their number of years’ service 
on entering the military servic-
es.

These are concrete ideas 
for actively handling future 
problems in the schools and 
in Jewish community activi-

ties. Unfortunately no one has 
stepped forward in offering 
practical ideas to prevent future 
victims of future tragedies. 

Hopefully something 

will be done before another 
Kristallnacht.

Leonard R. Friedman, M.D., 
J.D., writes from Middleton. 

Elegant Independent and  
Assisted Living, with  

Exceptional Alzheimer’s Care 

92 West Street, Wilmington, MA. Just off I-93 at Exit 38.

978-988-2300  •  WindsorPlaceOfWilmington.com

WINDSOR PLACE
O F  W I L M I N G T O N

An Assisted Living Residence

W

Try us...you’ll love us! Enjoy the
food and activities. Just relax! 

Ask about our

30 DAY 

TRIAL STAY

Pesach Sameach!

781-639-4759
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”
Geriatric Care Management • Dementia/Alzheimer Care • Home Health Aides
Nursing Care • Medication Management • Assist with bathing/dressing
Meal planning/preparation • Companionship • Transportation
Light cleaning/laundry • Respite Care • Shopping/errands

… and more … from 2 to 24 hours a day

Email: confidentialcare@verizon.net Susan K. Newton, President

Se niors
Af for da ble Se nior Hous ing For Over 30 Ye ars

social activities • small pets oK
Cle an, qui et, Af for da ble.

4 lo CA tions:
danvers • salem

peabody • beverly

EQU AL HOUS ING
OP POR TU N I  TY A POAH Community

Preservation Housing Community Management, LLC
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By Judith Black 

My father used to say, “The 
last time a Jew went out into 
nature was to collect the Ten 

Commandments, and that was under 
duress.” Dad could be a very funny guy, 

but it was true that his 
idea of a wildlife pre-
serve was a parking lot 
without the yellow lines. 
This is probably why my 

son Solomon and I went camping and 
hiking every summer. Not only did I want 
him to grow comfortable and engaged by 
this natural world that hosts us, I had to 
learn about it, with him, from the roots 
up. 

Our biblical and Talmudic tradition 
lauds and appreciates the relationship 
between humans and the natural world, 
and repeatedly teaches and cautions us 
to treat it honorably. We are told to not 
pick the fruit from a tree until it is well-
established (in its fourth year), and to 
not destroy the orchards of the lands 
we conquer. Rabbi Nachman of Breslov 
says: “Know that when a person prays 

in a field, all of the plants together come 
into the prayer, and they help the person 
and give the person strength within the 
prayer.”

Sadly, we are well on our way to 
destroying this life-giving planet that we 
have dominion over. Species are dying off 
faster, and the planet is warming much 
more speedily than at any other time 
in human history. Rabbi Arthur Wascow 
describes the oil industry as the “fossil 
fuel Pharaohs,” unbending to the most 
obvious signs that their pursuit of profit is 
suffocating the world with CO2 and other 
greenhouse gases. Since the early 1980s, 
there have been endless scientific studies 
that have documented these facts, and 
now the most important question is how 
we can preserve life as we know it. 

My son, who endured those endless 
camping trips, made me a grandmother 
on Labor Day. He learned to love Israel 
– the land, people, and mission – on his 
Y2I journey, and was a counselor for Y2I 
twice. He served proudly as a U.S. Marine, 
and works for the U.S. Department of 
State in International Security, using his 
master’s degree from Georgetown. 

I know that he and his bride will be 
brilliant parents, but I shudder with fear 
thinking about the degraded world that 
little Abby Wells Black is growing up in, 
and know that action is the best medi-
cine for these thoughts. With an issue as 
big as climate change, it is so easy to feel 
disempowered, but this is not a world to 
sit down and whimper in. Action we must 
take.

We have been chosen by our creator to 
protect this earth. Please join me in ful-
filling that covenant and taking respon-
sibility. 

Judith Black writes from Marblehead.

Where are children of Israel during the Sixth Extinction?

Solomon Black, with his family. 

First 
Person

First 
Person

A time to add post-graduate year at high school

Editor’s note: Opinions expressed 
in the First Person column are those 
of the writers and not the Jewish 
Journal. Have an essay or an opinion 
piece you’d like to publish? Please 
submit to editor@jewishjournal.org, 
with the subject head “First Person.” 
Submissions should be 800 words or 
less.

My experience as a 
former psychiatrist 
in the Green Berets 
suggests that there 
are local measures  

to meet these 
miniature  

Holocausts.
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NOVEMBER 24
RHEA SIMON JAZZ TRIO will 
play at the Jazz in the Forge Tavern 
Colonial Inn. Featuring: Steve Heck on 
piano; Greg Holt on bass; Rhea Simon 
on vocals/percussion in Concord, Mass. 
7:30 to 10:30. 48 Monument Square 
Concord. 978-369-9200.

COLOR TRANSITIONS Opening 
reception for a solo show by local 
artist Olga Gernovsky, inspired by the 
natural transitions between the seasons. 
Through Dec. 6 at the Marguerite 
Pearson Gallery of Rockport Art 
Association and Museum. 2 - 4 p.m. 
Admission is free, light refreshments are 
provided. Rockport Art Association & 
Museum, 2 Main St., Rockport.

NOVEMBER 25
BERNSTEIN ON BROADWAY A 
musical tribute to Leonard Bernstein, a 
celebration of the the 100-year legacy of 
one of the most iconic Jewish figures of 
the 20th century. Featuring Cantor Elias 
Rosemberg, Rav Hazzan Aliza Berger and 
Mezzo-Soprano Roselin Osser. 7 p.m. 
$25 for adults; $20 for students. Call 
617-558-8100 or visit templeemanuel.
com/BernsteinOnBoradway. Temple 
Emanuel, 385 Ward St., Newton.

NOVEMBER 26
PJ LIBRARY HANUKKAH 
STORY HOUR Lappin Foundation 
and Temple Ner Tamid invite children, 
ages six and younger, and their parents/
caregivers to a free PJ Library Hanukkah 
Story Hour at Lynnfield Public Library. 
Hanukkah stories, music with Rabbi 
Richard Perlman and snacks.  For more 

information, contact Phyllis Osher 
at 978-740-4404 or e-mail posher@
lappinfoundation.org. 4 – 5 p.m. 18 
Summer Street, Lynnfield.

NOVEMBER 28
VASILY GROSSMAN: GREAT 
RUSSIAN JEWS SERIES, 
presented by the Project on Russian 
and Eurasian Jewry. A discussion 
panel investigating the contributions of 
the writer, political thinker and Shoah 
witness Vasily Grossman (1905-1964). 
Born and raised in Berdichev, Grossman 
entered the Soviet literary scene in 
the late 1920s and, following the Nazi 
invasion, became one of the most 
famous Soviet frontline journalists. 4:30 
– 5:45 p.m. Free. Center for Government 
and International Studies, 1730 
Cambridge St., Cambridge.

NOVEMBER 29
SECURITY TRAINING 

SESSION: MARBLEHEAD CJP 
and our partners, the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL), the Jewish Community 
Relations Council (JCRC), and the 
Synagogue Council of Massachusetts, 
invite you to join us for a series of 

trainings and consultations to enhance 
and address critical security needs 
and vulnerabilities, and obtain practical 
advice for your organization. This 
free, two-hour session will be led 
by CJP’s Associate Vice President, 
Director of Security & Operations, 
Jeremy Yamin. 12:30 – 2:30 p.m. 
Temple Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic Ave., 
Marblehead.

COMMUNITY STEM NIGHT, 
Sponsored by Epstein Hillel School. 
Children ages 4-12 invited for an 
evening of hands-on STEM activities. 
Explore the salinity of the Dead Sea, 
design Greek columns, experiment 
with the humidity of the rainforest, 
etc. Pizza and salad will be served 
until 6:10. Admission is free. 5:45  
– 7:30 p.m. 781-639-2880. EHS, 6 
Community Road, Marblehead.

HOLIDAY SALE at Raw Art 
Works. Check out great holiday gift 
ideas made by RAW’s teen Tinkers and 
RAD’s Letterpress Apprentices. Have a 
glass of wine, meet our teens, and get 
all your holiday shopping finished early. 
Handmade note cards, notebooks, 
ceramics, tea towels and more. 6 – 9 
p.m. 92 Central Square, Lynn.

NOVEMBER 30
PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT 
SHALOM CIRCLE, presented by 
Lappin Foundation. Children ages 8 
and younger, parents, grandparents 
and friends are invited to welcome in 
Shabbat with Shabbat stories, songs 
and a free dinner. 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody.

Looking Ahead
HANUKKAH HOP

Enjoy music, fun games, crafts, 
latkes and sufganiot.

DJ Sheri will be cranking up 
the music and fun! Latkes 
and sufganiot will be served. 
There will lots of fun games 
and crafts.

Donations to the One Wish 
project will be collected.  
They need gift cards to 
Target, Wal-Mart, Stop & 
Shop, Market Basket, new 
toys for children, large gift 
bags with tissue.  (Please no 
used or gently used items.) 
1 – 3 p.m.

The Night of 100 Menorahs
Celebrate the second night of Hanukkah together with 
the local community. Learn from local rabbis, enjoy refreshments 
and live music, and bring your own menorah to light. Free and open 
to all. Registration required. 7:30 p.m.

For more information and to register for both events, contact 
Heather Greenberg at hgreenberg@jccns.com or 781-476-1054. 

Jewish Community Center of the North Shore, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

December
2nd

TORAH HUB  
OPENING NIGHT December

3rd



DECEMBER 1
MERRIMACK VALLEY MVJF 
PREMIERE NIGHT presented by 
the Merrimack Valley Jewish Federation 
(MVJF). Enjoy a showing of the movie, 
‘Sammy Davis Jr. I’ve Gotta Be Me!’ 
7:30 p.m. The evening will include a 
champagne “Red Carpet” reception, and 
“It’s a Wrap“ dessert party. Participants 
are encouraged to come dressed in their 
finest “Rat Pack” attire. $36 per person. 
Order tickets at mvjf.org or by calling 
978-688-0466 by November 27. Temple 
Emanuel, Andover. 

DECEMBER 1 - 9
HANUKKAH WITH TEMPLE 
EMMANUEL Celebrate the Jewish 
holiday of Hanukkah with several events 
this December.  Families are invited 
to join the congregation during this 
festive season. Dec. 1:  Wakefield’s 
Downtown Holiday Stroll will include an 
afternoon Hanukkah Sing-A-Long-exact 
time and place will be posted on Stroll’s 
program; Dec. 2 at 10 a.m. - Sisterhood 
Hanukkah Brunch-Meeting, donations 
of socks, scarfs, and mittens are 
appreciated; Dec. 2 at 5 p.m. Wakefield 
Common Menorah Lighting for the 
First Night of Hanukkah; Dec. 7 at 
7:30 p.m. - Hanukkah Shabbat service 
with Rabbi Greg Hersh; Dec. 8 at 9:30 
a.m. - Tot Hanukkah Shabbat with Rabbi 
Greg; Dec. 9 at 5 p.m. - Hanukkah 
Celebration with songs, games, latkes, 
and more. Bring your menorah for a 
special lighting. Temple Emmanuel, 120 
Chestnut St., Wakefield. 

DECEMBER 2
ARABELLA STRING QUARTET, 
featuring Sarita Kwok, violin, Julie 
Eskar, violin, Ettore Causa, viola and 
Alexandre Lecarme, cello, performing 
quarters from Schubert and Ravel. Free. 
This concert is sponsored by the Saul 
B. and Naomi R. Cohen Foundation. 3 
p.m. Temple Emanuel, 385 Ward St., 
Newton.

PJ LIBRARY HANUKKAH 
STORY HOUR Join New England 
Yachad for a Chanukah party. Open 
to families with children ages 15 and 
under. All abilities welcome. Local 
artist Shira Moss will help us create 
crafts projects with both new and 
recycled materials. Delicious latkes and 
jelly donuts. Contact Caryn Schiller at 
schillerc@ou.org or 617-209-6799 ext. 
102.

35TH ANNUAL MENORAH 
LIGHTING ON THE BOSTON 
COMMON presented by Chabad 
of Downtown Boston, Back Bay, 
Beacon Hill and South End. 35th 
annual celebration of light and liberty 
on the Boston Common. The lighting 
of the New England’s tallest menorah 
at Brewer Fountain (next to the Park 
Street T stop on Tremont Street). 
ceremony is Sunday, Dec. 2, and 
will include dignitaries, live Berklee 
music ensemble, warm beverages and 
Chanukah treats for children. Fun for 
the whole family. All are welcome. 4 – 
5 p.m. For more info, email Events@
ChabadDowntownBoston.org or call 
617-297-7282.

CHANUKAH ARTS POP-UP 
Chabad of the North Shore introduces 
the North Shore Jewish Arts 
Collaborative. Classes and workshops 
in fine arts, dance and more art forms. 
Classes begin with a Chanukah Arts 
Pop-up day of workshops. Chabad 
of the North Shore’s new North of 
Boston Kosher Pizza Cafe will be open 
11 a.m. –  3 p.m. Classes offered: 
Hip Hop-Jewish Dance Fusion (ages 
5-9); Chanukah Still Life Painting 
(ages 10-13); Introduction to Portrait 
Drawing (adults and teens). nsjewish.
com. $25 per student. All NSJ Arts 
classes and workshops are held at the 
Chabad Lynn Campus at 151 Ocean 
St., Lynn.

DECEMBER 3
SENIOR JAZZ AND LUNCH at 
the Jewish Community Center of the 
North Shore. All seniors are welcome 
to enjoy a live performance by the 
Insight Band and share a delicious 
complimentary lunch.  11 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m. 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

TORAH HUB OPENING NIGHT 
The Night of 100 Menorahs – celebrate 
the second night of Hanukkah together 
with the local community. Learn from 
local rabbis, enjoy refreshments and live 
music, and bring your own menorah to 
light. Free and open to all. Registration 
required. Contact Sara Ewing at 
sewing@jccns.com or 781-476-9913. 
7:30 pm. Temple Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic 
Ave., Marblehead.

DECEMBER 4
LOBSTA TRAP MENORAH 
COMMUNITY LIGHTING 
with Temple Ahavat Achim. Join 
the community on the third night of 
Hanukkah for the Annual Lobsta Trap 
Menorah Community Lighting. 5:45 p.m. 
Help to light one-of-a-kind menorah and 
enjoy some delicious latkes.This is a 
free event and everyone is welcome.

DECEMBER 5
THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS AT 
THE MFA. Join the Museum for an 
evening of lively musical performances, 
engaging tours of the MFA’s collection 
of Judaica, art making and family-
friendly activities celebrating Hanukkah: 
The Festival of Lights. View a one-
of-a-kind menorah created by local 
artists Silvina Mizrahi, art educator and 
Spanish-language guide at the MFA, 
and Sean Clarke, owner of Diablo Glass 
School. 4 – 10 p.m. Free admission 
begins at 4 p.m. Museum of Fine Arts, 
465 Huntington Ave, Boston.

DECEMBER 6
CELEBRATING THE 5TH 
NIGHT OF HANUKKAH with 
Temple Emanuel. A light dinner featuring 
Hanukkah treats; candle lighting for the 
5th night of Hanukkah; bring your own 
hanukkiyah; Hanukkah sing-a-long with 
kids/adults choirs. Please bring a new, 
unopened and unwrapped gift to donate 
for a child in need. 6 – 8 p.m. RSVP by 
December 2nd at templeemanuel.com/
hanukkahcelebration. Temple Emanuel, 
385 Ward St., Newton.

DECEMBER 8
SALEM MENORAH LIGHTING 
WITH MAYOR KIM DRISCOLL 
Community is invited to the 7th Annual 
Salem Chanukah Party. Greetings from 
Mayor Kim Driscoll; doughnuts; latkes; 
hot apple cider; musical havdalah; Free 
Admission. 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Lappin 
Park, Washington St., Salem. 

BILL STAINES & KIM 
MOBERG The 34th season of Linden 
Tree Coffeehouse’s Smile Making Music 
continues with encore performances 
from Bill Staines and Kim Moberg. $20 
(those under 18 $10) Reservations 
and information: 781-246-2836, 
LindenTreeCoffeehouse.org. Linden Tree 
Coffeehouse at UU Church, 326 Main 
St., Wakefield. 

TEMPLE AHAVAT ACHIM 
HANUKKAH PARTY includes 
many different activities: 5:45 p.m. 
Lobsta Trap Menorah Lighting; 6 p.m. 
- Family Menorah Lighting; 6:15 p.m. 
- Kids Meal and Adult Buffet; 6:45 pm. 
- Klezperanto music and dancing. Great 
gelt giveaway raffle drawing; cookie 
decorating and dreidel games; Slivovitz 
tasting. $15/person | $40/family. 
Children under 5 free. Go to the website 
to buy raffle tickets and RSVP by Nov. 
30th taagloucester.org. 86 Middle St., 
Gloucester.

PJ LIBRARY HANUKKAH 
PARTY, HAVDALAH & DINNER 
Lappin Foundation and Temple B’nai 
Abraham invite families with young 
children to celebrate Hanukkah and 
Havdalah with stories, music, crafts, 

latkes and dessert.  5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Walk-ins are welcome.  This program 
is free and open to all. For more 
information or to RSVP, contact Phyllis 
Osher at 978-740-4404 or posher@
lappinfoundation.org. Temple B’nai 
Abraham, 200 Lothrop St., Beverly. 

DECEMBER 8-9
THE NUTCRACKER, presented 
by New England Ballet Ensemble. 
This is a professionally choreographed 
production featuring a large cast, 
colorful costumes, lively music and 
professional dancers for the Sugar 
Plum Fairy.  Dancers from several 
local dance studios are performing. 
2 p.m. Tickets $20 - $30. Visit 
newenglandballetensemble.com for 
additional information about the show or 
to purchase tickets online. Marblehead 
Veterans Middle School, 217 Pleasant 
St., Marblehead. 

DECEMBER 9
HANUKKAH CELEBRATION 
Celebrate the Festival of Lights with 
Congregation Dorshei Tzedek. Candle-
lighting and Hanukkah songs at 4:30 
p.m. (bring your own menorah and 
candles for lighting), followed by 
workshops, cooking, crafts, and text 
study. Concludes with latke dinner 
at 6 p.m. For more information, call 
617-965-0330. 4:30pm. dorsheitzedek.
org. Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, 60 
Highland St., West Newton.

SHMOOZE AND NEWS Join 
JCCNS for an invigorating discussion 
about the biggest news stories of the 
month. Hosted by JCCNS Executive 
Director Marty Schneer. Free and open 
to all. Breakfast refreshments served. 
10:30 – 11:45 a.m. 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

DECEMBER 12
MAKE HUMMUS WITH US! 
Join JCCNS for a presentation on Israeli 
and interactive hummus making demo 
with Michal Sella and Sapir Uzan, young 
Israeli ambassadors who are spending a 
year working on the North Shore as part 
of the CJP’s Shinshinim Program.  FREE 
and open to the community.  For more 
information please contact Sara Ewing 
at sewing@jccns.com or 781-476-
9913. 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

Week of Friday, Nov 23, 2018 through Thursday, Nov 29, 2018

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT 
(DIRECTOR’S CUT) (R) 

Wed: 8:15 PM

RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET (PG) 
Fri - Sun: (11:10 AM), (1:40), 6:45

Mon - Thu: 6:45 PM

RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET 
IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (PG) 

Fri & Sat: (4:15), 9:30
Sun - Thu: (4:15 PM)

FANTASTIC BEASTS: 
THE CRIMES OF GRINDELWALD 

(PG-13) 
Fri & Sat: (12:30), (3:45), 7:00, 9:50

Sun: (12:30), (3:45), 7:00
Mon - Thu: (4:00), 7:00

DR. SEUSS’ THE GRINCH (PG) 
Fri & Sat: (11:45 AM), (2:15),  

(4:25), 6:30, 8:45
Sun: (11:45 AM), (2:15), (4:25), 6:30

Mon & Tue: (4:25), 6:30
Wed: (4:25), 6:15
Thu: (4:25), 6:30

WEIGHTLESS (R) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

Fri & Sat: (12:15), (2:45),  
(4:40), 7:20, 9:15

Sun: (12:15), (4:40), 7:20
Mon - Thu: (4:40), 7:20

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

 Fri - Sun: 2:00, 6:30
Mon - Thu: 6:30 PM

Visit our website for other showtimes

PLEASE JOIN US FOR  RAW'S 4TH ANNUAL 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH 
6–9 PM @ RAW ART WORKS
37 CENTRAL SQUARE, LYNN

Shop and Tinker! Check out great holiday gifts 
made by RAW's teen Tinkers and RAD's Letterpress 
Apprentices. Have a glass of wine, meet our teens, 
and get all your holiday shopping finished early.

WWW.RAWARTWORKS.ORG

HANDMADE NOTE CARDS, NOTEBOOKS, 
CERAMICS, TEA TOWELS AND MORE -- ALL ON SALE!{ {

Plan Your Holiday Parties Early
And remember to order your Christmas Eve 

and New Year’s Eve takeout as early as possible!
SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm

Luncheon Specials:  MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm
TEL 978-531-3366 • FAX 978-531-3060 • www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Fine Chinese Cuisine

373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200

CALENDAR  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – NOVEMBER 22, 2018 15

Submit your Calendar listings 
to calendar@jewishjournal.org



REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street, Swampscott, MA 01907
781-581-1550       www.weaverortho.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME HEALTH CARE

Specializing in private duty home care  
for over 25 years • Fully insured

TONYA NASH
Hours: 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

781-775-7284
www.TopsPassionateHomeCare.com

TOPS PASSIONATE
PRIVATE HOME CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

Home Healthcare • Nurses • PT
Pharmacists • Transportation

Companionship • Handyman Services

877-406-4245
allhourshomehealth.com

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

HOME CARE
Keeping you safe, comfortable 
and independent at home.
Let us show you how we can 
help, no matter where you  
call home. Call us today!

781-691-5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

PRIVATE HOME HEALTH CARE

JM 
Private Home Health Care Services

Your Well-Being Is Our Priority
Over 10 years experience in the industry with good rates

JOHN MULINDE 
(Home Health Care Specialist)

Waltham, MA
pmayanja@gmail.com • 617-803-6183

PRIVATE HOME CARE

339-532-7214
Personal Assistance at Home
dignitycs@gmail.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

For ALL Your 
Home Care Needs!
Delivering Excellence in 

Home Care for Over 100 Years!

781-598-2454 
www.allcare.org

VNA
Hospice

Private Services

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

HEALTH
SERVICES
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ANDOVER – Chabad Lubavitch of 
Merrimack Valley, 310 North Main 
Street. Rabbi Asher Bronstein. Friday 
night, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Chabad of 
North Andover branch, Rabbi Zalman 
Borenstein. chabadmv.com. 

ANDOVER – Congregation Beth 
Israel of the Merrimack Valley,  
Building 6, Dundee Park, Suite 
301, Dundee Park Drive, Andover. 
Rabbi Howard Mandell. Friday night 
services, musical Shabbat with dinner 
twice a month. Shabbat morning 
services every Saturday at 9:30 
a.m. 978-474-0540. Email office@
BethIsraelMV.org. bethisraelmv.org.

ANDOVER – Temple Emanuel 
Andover, 7 Haggetts Pond Road. 
Rabbi Robert Goldstein. Cantor Idan 
Irelander. Friday night services  
7 p.m. Beginning Friday, August 24, 
Friday night Shabbat services start 
at 6:00 p.m. Saturday minyan at 9 
a.m. templeemanuel.net. 

BEVERLY – Temple B’nai Abraham, 
200 East Lothrop Street. Rabbi 
Alison Adler. Friday, 7 p.m., 
Saturday, 9 a.m. tbabeverly.org. 

CHELSEA – Walnut Street 
Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street.  
Rabbi Lila Kagedan. The Walnut 
Street Synagogue is the inclusive 
and diverse home of Congregation 
Agudas Shalom.
walnutstreetsynagogue.com.

CHELSEA – Temple Emmanuel 
Chelsea, 60 Tudor Street. Rabbi/
Cantor Oksana Chapman. Friday 
night, twice a month, first and third 
Fridays. 617-889-1736. facebook.
com/TempleEmmanuelChelsea.

NORTH CHELMSFORD – 
Congregation Shalom, 87 
Richardson Road. Rabbi Shoshana 
Perry. Friday night services at 6, 
7, or 8 p.m. (time determined by 
variant for that week), Friday Tot 
Shabbats at 6:15 p.m., once a 
month. congregationshalom.org. 

GLOUCESTER – Temple Ahavat 
Achim, 86 Middle Street. Rabbi 
Steven Lewis; no cantor. Friday night 
services, first Friday of every month; 
every Saturday at 9 a.m. 978-281-
0739. Taagloucester.org. 

HAVERHILL – Temple Emanu-El 
Haverhill, 514 Main Street. Cantor 
Vera Broekhuysen, spiritual leader, 
assisted by Rabbinic Intern Mona 
Strick. Services every Saturday 
morning at 9:30 a.m., special 
Friday night services at 7 p.m. 
TempleEmanu-el.org.

LOWELL – Temple Emanuel of 
Merrimack Valley, 101 West Forest 
Street. Rabbi Robin Sparr. Friday night 
services September-June, at 7:30 
p.m. temv.org. 

MALDEN – Congregation Agudas 
Achim-Ezrath Israel, 245 Bryant 
Street. Sexton Wayne Freedman. 
Cantorial soloist Phyllis Werlin. 
Saturday services at 9:30 a.m. 
followed by Kiddush. aa-ei.org.   

MARBLEHEAD – Congregation 
Ahabat Sholom, 1 Community Road.

MARBLEHEAD – Temple Emanu-El, 
393 Atlantic Avenue. Rabbi David 
Meyer. Music specialist Jon Nelson. 
Friday night services 6 p.m. emanu-
el.org. 

MARBLEHEAD – Temple Sinai,  
1 Community Road, Marblehead.  
Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez; Cantor 
David Aronson.  Friday night services 
at 6:00 p.m.,  Saturday services at 
9:30 a.m.  templesinaiweb.org.

MEDFORD – Temple Shalom of 
Medford, William and Charlotte 
Bloomberg Community Center, 475 
Winthrop Street. Rabbi Braham David. 
Cantor Howard Stern. Friday night 
services at 7:30 p.m., followed by 
oneg shabbat; Saturday morning at 
10 a.m., followed by kiddush lunch. 
templeshalommedford.org. 

MELROSE – Temple Beth Shalom, 
21 East Foster Street. Rabbi Arnold M. 
Fertig. Cantorial soloist Beth Purcell. 
tbsma.org.

NEWBURYPORT – Congregation 
Ahavas Achim, 53½ Washington 
Street. Rabbi Benjamin Resnick. No 
cantor. Services Saturday at 9 a.m. All 
are welcome. Caanewburyport.org.

PEABODY – Chabad Lubavitch of 
Peabody, 682 Lowell Street. Rabbi 
Nechemia and Raizel Schusterman. 
JewishPeabody.com.

PEABODY – Congregation Sons 
of Israel, Park and Spring Streets. 
Spiritual leader Seth Landau. First 
Friday monthly, at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, 
Sunday, at 9 a.m. peabodycsi.org. 

PEABODY – Congregation Tifereth 
Israel, 8 Pierpont Street. No rabbi or 
cantor. Services led by shul president 
Elliot Hershoff and soloist Joanne 
Pressman. Friday services once a 
month. 978-531-8135. ctipeabody.
org. 

PEABODY – Temple Tiferet 
Shalom, 489 Lowell Street. Rabbi 
David Kudan. Music Director Bryna 
Tabasky. July and August only, Friday 
night Shabbat at 7:00 p.m., 7:30 p.m. 
for the rest of the year. Saturday 
morning Service, Snack, and 
Study at 9:30 a.m. 978-535-2100. 
templetiferetshalom.org.

PEABODY – Temple Ner Tamid, 368 
Lowell Street. Rabbi Richard Perlman. 
Cantor Stephen Abramowitz. Friday 
night at 8 p.m., unless otherwise 
stated. Morning Minyans Saturday 
9:30 a.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
templenertamid.org. 

REVERE – Temple B’nai Israel 
Revere, One Wave Ave., Revere. 
Reb Misha Clebaner. Cantorial soloist 
Jake Harris. Friday night services 
7 p.m., unless stated otherwise. 
tbirevere.org.

SAUGUS – Congregation Ahavas 
Sholom, 343 Central Street. Cantor 
Joel Davidson, High Holidays only. 
Learned fellow, Michael Simons. 
Friday night services, once a month, 
second Friday of the month. 781-231-
3562.

SWAMPSCOTT – Chabad Lubavitch 
of the North Shore, 44 Burrill 
Street. Rabbi Yossi Lipsker and Layah 
Lipsker. Rabbi Shmaya Friedman. 
781-581-3833. nsjewish.com.

SWAMPSCOTT – Congregation 
Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Avenue. 
Rabbi Michael Ragozin. Cantor Alty 
Weinreb. Friday night at 6 p.m. 
Saturday services. shirathayam.org. 

 

WAKEFIELD – Temple Emmanuel, 
120 Chestnut Street. Rabbi Greg 
Hersh. Weekly Shabbat services: 
Friday nights at 7:30 p.m., and 
Saturday mornings at 9:30 a.m., on 
the first and third Saturdays of the 
month. Tot Shabbats are held on the 
second Saturday at 9:30 a.m., with 
an alternative Shabbat on the fourth 
Saturday morning at 9:30 p.m. 781-
245-1886. info@WakefieldTemple.
org. facebook.com/wakefieldtemple. 
wakefieldtemple.org.

WINTHROP – Temple Tifereth Israel 
Winthrop, 93 Veterans Road. Cantor 
Craig Mael. Saturday services at 9:30 
a.m., followed by a kiddush. Sunday 
services at 8:30 a.m., followed by a 
breakfast. Friday night services once 
a month. 617-846-1390. Jewish-
Winthrop.org.
To list your organization or to change 
any information, contact Steve at 
rosenberg@jewishjournal.org.

Temple listings
Temples are listed alphabetically, by city.

Shabbat  
Candle Lighting

Friday, Nov. 23 ~ 3:57 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 30 ~ 3:54 p.m.



NOTICES
BLAU, Jamie, 25 – late of Natick, 
formerly of Framingham. 
Died on November 12, 
2018. Daughter of Fred and 
Harriet Blau. Sister of Elyse 
Blau. Granddaughter of Faith 
Kramer. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

GILGULIN, Shirley M. (Dryer), 
84 – late of Saugus. Died on 
November 17, 2018. Wife 
of the late Alan G. Gilgulin. 
Daughter of the late Jacob and 
Annie (Weiner) Dryer. Sister of 
Sydney Dryer of Israel. Aunt 
of many nieces and nephews 
and their children. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

KAUFMAN, Fruma, 84 – late 
of Aventura, Fla., former-
ly of Swampscott. Died on 
November 12, 2018. Wife of the 
late Ted Kaufman and the late 
Al Golden. Friend of Clifford 
and the late Phyllis Seresky. 
Daughter of the late Bessie 

and Harry Kaplan. Mother of 
James Kaufman and Karen 
(Ron) Sitlington. Grandmother 
of Haley Freed. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

KLYACHMAN, Michael, 84 – 
late of Salem. Died on November 
11, 2018 in, Massachusetts. 
Husband of Lilia Milman. 
Father of Inna Klyachman and 
Elena Klyachman. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

O’GORMAN, Gregory T., 52 
– late of Swampscott. Died on 

November 14, 2018. Husband 
of Jessica Drew O’Gorman. 
Son of Patrick and Helen Jean 
O’Gorman of Valley Cottage, 
N.Y., and son-in-law of Peter and 
Deanna Drew of Manhattan, 
N.Y., and Muriel Drew of 
Roslyn, N.Y. Father of Anna 
and Paige O’Gorman. Brother 
of James (Cindy) O’Gorman of 
Valley Cottage, N.Y., Kelly Pifer 
(Allen) of Boalsburg, Penn., 
and the late Peggy O’Gorman. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS

NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River MA 02720
10 Vinnin Street, Salem MA 01970

Peace of mind is priceless. Avoid crisis and provide 
comfort with  Advance Planning of final arrangements.

Call us today for a free Personal Planning Guide 
781-581-2300

If a death occurred yesterday... 
...what would your family be facing today?

Family-owned and operated since 1933
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Joan Goldman Finn, of 
Marblehead, passed away on 
November 14, 2018, from cancer 
at the age of 67. 

She was born in Lynn, the 
daughter of Carolyn Trockman 
Goldman and Harris Lee 
Goldman, both deceased. She 
graduated from Lesley College 
with a BA in Special Education 
and a MA in Counseling; she 
taught Special Education in the 
Medford school system for eight 
years. 

She leaves her loving hus-
band of 35 years, Michael Finn, 
who resides in Marblehead. 
She is also survived by her two 
sons and their wonderful wives: 
Andrew and Stephanie Finn 
of Arlington, Va., and Douglas 
and Emily Finn, who reside in 
East Boston. Joan leaves her 
beautiful grandchild, Caroline 
Juliet Finn, who gave Joan so 
much happiness and hope 
throughout her illness. Joan is 
survived by her sister-in-law 
and brother, Jody and Chuck 
Goldman of Swampscott; her 
sisters-in-law and brothers-in-
law, Renee and Steven Finn of 
Natick, and Dayle and David 
Finn of Lady Lake, Fla.; and all 
their children. She also leaves 
her dear Aunt Maxine Goldman 
of Swampscott, wife of the late 

Bozie Goldman. She also leaves 
their children, with whom she 
joyously shared childhood into 
adulthood.  

Joan loved working as a vol-
unteer for charitable causes and 
spent her free time supporting 
several organizations that she 
cared deeply about. When her 
children were in school, she co-
chaired two Showhouse Galas 
and Jewish Book Months for the 
Jewish Community Center of 
the North Shore. She served as 
a member of the Epstein Hillel 
Academy School Committee, as 
well as co-chairing its Annual 
Gala Event for many years. She 

also co-led groups of abused 
women at what was previous-
ly known as HAWC (Help for 
Abused Women and Children) 
in Salem.

Joan loved sports, especially 
her Patriots and Red Sox. She 
loved entertaining and decorat-
ing her dinner table. She adored 
the “Canasta Girls,” Roz and 
Fern, who drove her to Dana 
Farber for every appointment, 
and Carol, who flew in from 
Denver on a regular basis to lend 
her unwavering support. She 
felt blessed by the outpouring 
of concern from her wonderful 
friends and the local commu-
nity, whose love gave her the 
strength to see her through her 
battle with cancer.

Funeral services were held 
on November 16 at Temple 
Emanu-el in Marblehead. 
Burial was private. Expressions 
of sympathy may be sent to 
Temple Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic 
Ave., Marblehead, MA 01945, 
or Epstein Hillel Academy, 6 
Community Road, Marblehead, 
MA 01945. Arrangements 
were handled by Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
Salem. For more information or 
to register in the online guest-
book, visit www.stanetskyhy-
mansonsalem.com.

Joan Goldman Finn, 67, of Marblehead
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That is especially true for 
BDS, a movement whose real 
target is American Jewry. It’s not 
Israel’s powerhouse economy 
that is suffering as a result, but 
Jewish kids on college campus-
es, who are targeted for abuse 
and must live in a hostile envi-
ronment created by BDS activ-
ists. They continue to be the 
victims of its efforts.

Are Jewish Democrats and 
JCRCs so influenced by the myth 
that there can be no real ene-
mies for Jews on the left in the 
age of Trump as to be unwilling 
to utterly repudiate any mem-
ber of Congress who openly 
embraces anti-Semitism?

What’s needed now is not 
more dialogue with Omar or 
groups like the Women’s March. 
Rather, it must be made clear 
that as long as they openly 

embrace anti-Semitic move-
ments like BDS, there can be no 
acceptance of them under any 
circumstances. Anything less is 
a fatal compromise that gives 
unwarranted legitimacy to hate 
and undermines the security of 

Jews, no matter what political 
views they may hold.

Jonathan S. Tobin is edi-
tor in chief of JNS – Jewish 
News Syndicate. Follow him on 
Twitter at: @jonathans_Tobin.

Drawing the 
line at BDS
from page 9

Muslim students at an anti-Israel protest at the University of 
California, Irvine.



By Dr. Yvette Alt Miller 
AISH.COM

Stan Lee, the Jewish writer 
whose creations revolutionized 
comic books, died on Nov. 12 at 
the age of 95. Spider-Man, the 
Incredible Hulk, the Fantastic 
Four, Black Panther, Ant Man, 
The Mighty Thor, Iron Man, 
Daredevil and many other 
comic book heroes were born 
from Lee’s fervid imagination.

Lee’s career spanned decades 
in the comic book industry as 
it transformed from a smaller 
scale business that employed 
many first-generation Jews to 
today’s sprawling multi-billion 
dollar superhero industry domi-
nated by global blockbuster 
movies featuring many of the 
heroes invented by Lee.

Stan Lee was born Stanley 
Martin Lieber in 1922 in 
Manhattan. His parents were 

Jewish immigrants from 
Romania; he later described his 
mother as a “nice, rather old-
fashioned Jewish lady.” Lee was 
a voracious reader as a child, 
reading Shakespeare by the time 
he was ten and devouring both 
serious and pulp literature. He 
wanted to be a serious writer 
but when he graduated high 
school in 1939 he was hired by 
Martin Goodman, a relative 
who’d worked in the magazine 
industry and was starting to 
publish comic books at Timely 
Publications.

Lee worked with Jack Kirby, 
the young writer/illustrator who 
had created the hit character 
Captain America. When Kirby 
and some of the magazine’s 
other staff left to join a rival, Lee 
became Timely’s chief editor at 
the age of 19.

After serving in the military 
during World War II as a writer, 

Lee returned to the comic busi-
ness. He was amazingly pro-
lific and worked under several 
pseudonyms in order to create 
the impression that Timely had 
many authors. “Lee” was one 
of these early pseudonyms and 
it stuck. Like many Jews trying 
to make it in the United States, 

Lee changed his name from the 
more Jewish sounding Lieber. 

Many fans credit Lee’s 
Jewish roots with altering the 
course of comic book history. 
Previous comic book heroes 
were two-dimensional creations 
whose defining characteristics 
were their outlandish physi-
cal strength. Superman and 
Batman were the most popu-
lar superheroes of the time. Lee 
introduced a new type of comic 
book hero: tormented outsiders 
who harbor self-doubt and are 
often tormented by the very gifts 
that make them special.

Until Lee came along, comic 
book heroes “were all cardboard 
figures,” Lee later explained. 
He sought to change all that, 
writing stories about flawed, 
introspective, complex heroes. 
Lee wanted “to make them real 
flesh-and-blood characters with 
personality,” he explained in a 
1992 interview.

The first outsider comics 
Lee created were the Fantastic 
Four, which debuted in 1961. 
By then Timely had become 
Marvel Comics, and many of the 
writers they’d lost to rivals years 
before had returned, includ-
ing Jack Kirby (another Jew 
who’d changed his name from 
Jacob Kurtzberg). Lee and Kirby 
teamed up and created four new 
heroes. According to author 
Arie Kaplan, these new heroes 
“weren’t sunny or optimistic like 
rival compan(ies’) heroes. One 
member of the Fantastic Four, 
Ben Grimm (aka The Thing) felt 
like a freak because cosmic rays 
had transformed him into an 
orange, granite-skinned mon-
ster. With Ben Grimm, Lee and 
Kirby were using a superhero 
as a metaphor for Jews, African-
Americans, and other minori-
ties.” The characters also grap-
pled with relatable problems;  
they worried about romance 
and how to pay their bills, as 
well as fighting superhuman 
monsters and criminals.

Spider-Man was another Lee-
created character who was full 
of self-doubt. First written in 
1962, Spider-Man was the gro-
tesque alter ego of Peter Parker, 
a mild mannered high school 
student who’d been bitten by 
a radioactive spider and given 
superpowers. According to Avi 
Arad, the Israeli-born founder of 
Marvel Studios and who worked 

with Lee, Spider-Man is clearly 
Jewish. Peter Parker is a deep 
thinker, immersed in a loving 
family that seems Jewish (and 
is supposed to live in a real life 
Jewish neighborhood in New 
York). “His primary defense is 
wit,” explains Arad, even more 
than his superhero powers.

The Incredible Hulk was 
Bruce Banner, a former 
American military man who’d 
been turned into a monster and 
was now pursued by the very 
people who once employed 
him. Running for his life, the 
Hulk could never rest, wander-
ing the earth just to survive. 
Some saw parallels with Jewish 
history. Lee himself saw Jewish 
roots in the story: the Golem 
monster. When you think about 
it,” Lee once observed, “the 
Incredible Hulk is a Golem.”

In 1963, Lee created the char-
acter Sgt. Fury. He later recalled: 
“I gave him his first platoon – 
and it was the first fully eth-
nic platoon in comics. He had 
a Jewish soldier named Izzy 
Cohen. He had a black soldier 
named Gabriel Jones. He had 
an Italian, an Englishman, an 
American Indian – everything 
I could think of! A full inter-
national platoon of all religions 
and people said, ‘Oh, you can’t 
do that, Stan, the book won’t sell 
down south, or up north, or here 
or there.’ And it was one of the 
bestselling books, which shows 
there’s something good about 
the public.”

Starting in 1972, when he 
became the publisher of Marvel 
Comics, Lee used his column, 
Stan’s Soapbox, to call for inclu-
sivity and to criticize racism and 
anti-Semitism.

In an interview two years 
before his death, Stan Lee 
explained that he consciously 
set out to subvert existing ste-
reotypes of what a hero looked 
like. Creating Black Panther in 
1966 (months before the Black 
Panther political party was 
formed), Lee explained that he 
wanted to create a Black hero. “A 
good many of our people here 
in America are not white. You’ve 
got to recognize that and you’ve 
got to include them in whatever 
you do.”

Speaking of his creation 
Spider-Man, Lee said, “One of 
the greatest things about Spider-
Man is that his body is totally 
covered by his costume ... so 
a Black kid or a Latino or an 
Asian, it doesn’t matter what 
color your skin is, you could be 
Spider-Man.”

The fact that reading and 
watching stories about Black or 
Jewish heroes seems common-
place to us today is due in large 
part to Lee who reimagined 
the very American concept of a 
superhero – and used his Jewish, 
outsider identity to create a 
completely new way to think 
about superheroes. Flawed and 
complex, Lee’s superheroes 
looked a lot like us.

www.wjskouras.com
Call John: (978) 531-5545 

Fax: (978) 977-9982
Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Fully Insured

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
Residential  |  Commercial  |  General Carpentry

W. J. SKOURAS & CO. INC.

AT YOUR SERVICE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC

LOCH TILE
Your bathroom tiles look dirty,  
grout falling apart, leaking?
We can make it look like  
a brand new installation,  
repairing and regrout.

Please call or text me at 

781-504-3895
Lochtile.com

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

BAY STATE  
WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Now carrying 

Ready Made Curtains 
Selected items 25% OFF

Custom Draperies, 

Blinds, Shades & More!

Free Estimates & Installation

86 Tremont Street, Peabody

baystatewindowfashions.com

To advertise, call 978-745-4111 x140 or x150

Spiders Aren’t As Festive After Halloween.

Let A1 take care of your spider problems!

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com

KITCHEN & BATH  
SHOWROOM

Wholesale & Retail  
Plumbing & Heating Supplies

55 Alley Street, Lynn
781-592-0583

www.bourneufshowroom.com

Open: Monday – Friday 9 am-4 pm
Saturdays 9 – 12

18 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – NOVEMBER 22, 2018 

Marvel writer, editor and publisher Stan Lee

Flawed and complex, Stan Lee’s superheroes looked a lot like us
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Congregation Beth Israel 
(CBI) of the Merrimack Valley 
celebrated its return to Andover 
and dedication of its new space 
last week at its new location at 
Building 6, Dundee Park, Suite 
301, Dundee Park Drive in 
Andover. 

“It is my hope and prayer that 
our new CBI home will give us 
even more of an opportunity 
to serve G-d, to serve our syna-
gogue community, and to serve 
the greater community with love 

and kindness, with humility and 
gratitude, and with caring and 
compassion,” said Rabbi Howard 
Mandell. 

Social action and social 
justice are pillars of faith at 
Congregational Beth Israel. In 
keeping with these spiritual 
pillars, the dedication ceremo-
ny featured Mandell, Senator 
Barbara L’Italien, Andover 
Selectwoman Annie Gilbert, state 
Representative Tram Nguyen 
and attorney Bob Goldman.

Congregation Beth Israel of the Merrimack 
Valley marks return to Andover

Rabbi Howard Mandell, left, at the dedication of the new Congregation 
Beth Israel in Andover.

Over 1,200 New Englanders 
gathered Nov. 7 at the Boston 
Convention and Exhibition 
Center for the Friends of the 
Israel Defense Forces (FIDF) 
New England Annual Dinner, 
raising more than $1 million for 
FIDF well-being and education-
al programs for Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) soldiers.

The evening featured award-
winning Israeli investigative 
journalist for The New York 
Times and best-selling author 
of six books, Ronen Bergman. 
The New England community 
also saluted one of their own, 
2nd Lt. Amit, a Boston native 
and Lone Soldier – one who 
immigrates to Israel without 
immediate family in order to 
serve in the IDF. Currently the 
Deputy Company Commander 
of Operations’ Sergeants in the 
Ground Forces, he returned 
home for a visit and attended 
this extraordinary event. 

Chairing the dinner were 
FIDF National Board Member 
and New England Region Board 
Chair Sharon Mishkin, and 
FIDF National Board Member 
and New England Region First 
Vice Chair Dr. Rosaline Barron. 
Other distinguished guests 
included FIDF National Vice 
President Marc Perlman; FIDF 

National Director and CEO Maj. 
Gen. (Res.) Meir Klifi-Amir; Brig. 
Gen. (Res.) Gila Klifi- Amir; and 
FIDF New England Executive 
Director Guy Ronen.

“As it is every year, our dinner 
was an amazing opportunity for 
supporters to connect with the 
brave soldiers who benefit from 
FIDF’s well-being and educa-
tional programs,” said Ronen. 
“It is one of the New England 
community’s most prominent 
events, not just a fundraiser but 
a chance to show the tremen-
dous impact we have on the 
lives of these young men and 
women.”  

The event, which raised 
funds for FIDF well being and 
educational programs for IDF 
soldiers, also featured a per-
formance by the IDF Musical 
Ensemble.

FIDF New England raises over $1 million 

FIDF National Board Member 
and New England Region Board 
Chair Sharon Mishkin

The Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL) announced the elec-
tion of Esta Gordon Epstein 
as Chair of ADL’s Board of 
Directors. A Boston native and 
longtime leader with both the 
national organization and in the 
New England region, Epstein 
becomes the second woman to 
assume ADL’s top volunteer role 
in the organization’s 105-year 
history.

“We are truly blessed and 
fortunate to have Esta Epstein 
stepping into our top volunteer 
leadership role,” said Jonathan 
A. Greenblatt, ADL chief execu-
tive officer and national director. 

Epstein will serve a three-
year term as chair of the board, 
replacing outgoing chair Marvin 
D. Nathan. The gavel was 
passed earlier this week during 

ADL’s 2018 annual meeting in 
Houston.

“I am honored, humbled and 
privileged to assume the posi-
tion of board chair,” Epstein 
said. “At this difficult time in 
our Jewish history, it is more 
important than ever for ADL to 

continue its crucial work. Over 
the past 11 days, we have seen 
how so many people around 
the country depend upon us for 
help and guidance in the face of 
anti-Semitism.”

Epstein has held a number of 
leadership positions at ADL over 
the last three decades. She has 
served on the National Advisory 
and Executive Committees and 
has chaired the Education and 
Regional Operations commit-
tees. She has traveled extensive-
ly on ADL missions to Europe, 
Israel and South America.

As regional board chair, 
Epstein spearheaded ADL’s 
RESPECT billboard campaign 
with the Boston Celtics and 
encouraged ADL’s efforts to 
ensure the passage of anti-bully-
ing legislation in Massachusetts.

Esta Epstein named chair of ADL’s Board of Directors

ADL’s Esta Epstein

Over 300 grandparents 
and special friends shared 
Generations Day with stu-
dents and family members at 
The Rashi School. The day 
was highlighted by a lun-
cheon and classroom visits. 
An annual Rashi School tra-
dition, the K-8 school cel-
ebrates the powerful bond 
between the different genera-
tions. The kids were proud to 
have their families with them 
at school – and the grandpar-
ents, aunts and uncles were 
thrilled to be there.

During the luncheon, co-
chairs Rosa Kramer Franck 
and Abby Kramer Mayou, 
spoke about the impact of an older generation on a younger one. 
Abby Mayou remembered her own grandparents’ immigration 
from Russia to the United States. Rosa Franck reflected on the rea-
son why she knew Rashi was the right community for her children. 
“To me,” Rosa said, “[sending my kids to Rashi] was about the 
future of the Jewish people. I wanted my children to have a fluency 
in Judaism that I felt I never had.”

Generations Day at Rashi School

Stephen and Roberta Weiner of 
Boston with their granddaughter, 
1st grader Sarah Weiner.
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After the incident, Schuster man met with 
Peabody police to review the synagogue’s secu-
rity. He plans to add new surveillance cameras 
and motion-activated lights to the temple, which 
Chabad purchased three years ago. In addition, 
Chabad will continue its security detail for its 
Hebrew school and also will allow armed congre-
gants to protect the temple on Shabbat. 

“Certainly the fear that people have is real and 
we’ve got to honor that and recognize it, and rec-
ognize that there’s been an uptick in anti-Semitic 
incidents throughout the country and in Europe,” 
said Schusterman. “We don’t have the luxury to 
bury our heads in the sand and be in denial about 
that fact, because that is a fact.”   

Still, he cautioned local Jews not to turn away 
from their religion. “One of the key takeaways is 
not to run from Judaism but to run to it. We can’t 
be afraid, we need to embrace our Yiddishkeit 
even stronger,” he said. 

The Peabody incident followed a wave of other 
anti-Semitic incidents last week in New England. 
In Boxford, police are investigating the discovery 
of three separate cases where swastikas were 
drawn on the walls of two boys’ bathrooms at 
Masconomet High School. According to a state-
ment by the school’s top educators, the incidents 
occurred over the last three weeks.

The discovery marked the second time in two 
years that the school has faced anti-Semitism. In 
2016, a swastika made out of tacks on a bulletin 
board was discovered on the first floor hallway at 
Masconomet. 

In an email to parents last week, Masconomet 
High School Principal Peter Delani asked for their 
help in the investigation. “We will not tolerate 
hate in any form,” he wrote. 

In a statement, Mascono ment Regional School 
District Superintendent Kevin Lyons said that 

the district has contacted the Anti-Defamation 
League and initiated conversations with student 
leaders about responding to the incidents as a 
“teachable moment.” He said the school district 
already has an “extraordinary amount” of anti-
hate and anti-bias education in its curriculum 
and student programming. 

“Words cannot undo the pain, fear, and hor-
ror of any community that feels targeted by 
acts or words of hate. I feel only compassion for 
my Jewish brothers and sisters when the hate 
symbols are clearly anti-Semitic in nature,” said 
Lyons. 

Also last week, at UMass-Amherst, a swastika 
and homophobic slurs were scrawled on a stu-
dent’s door at the John Quincy Adams residence 
hall.  

“The words and symbols that the perpetrator 
of this latest incident chose, while targeted at one 
person, are an assault on all transgender, gay and 
Jewish members of our community and are clear-
ly intended to intimidate,” UMass Chancellor 
Kumble Subbaswamy said in a statement. “Let 
us not be intimidated. We must stand united in 
opposition to such ignorance and hatred and 
remain firm in our commitment to fostering a 
community of caring, inclusion and tolerance.”

they might not even be aware 
of,” said Rudman.

Saying “thank you” for good 
fortune is a fundamental ele-
ment of Judaism. It is so fun-
damental, in fact, that the word 
“Judaism” can be traced to the 
act of thanks. “Our name comes 
from Yehudah, who was named 
after his mother Leah’s thanks 
in the Bible,” said Rabbi David 
Meyer of Temple Emanu-El in 
Marblehead. “So we get our 
name as sort of the gratitude 
people.” 

The first thing observant Jews 
do each morning is recite the 
Modeh Ani, which thanks God 
for once more allowing them to 
wake up with their bodies and 
minds intact. The Modeh Ani is 
the first of many times Judaism 
commands its followers to say 
thank you. There are specific 
prayers of thanks for just about 
everything: from eating food, to 
drinking wine, to witnessing a 
rainbow. 

“The custom of reciting 
many blessings is intended to 
help cultivate that attitude of 
gratitude,” said Meyer.

At every milestone, Jews 
traditionally recite the 
Sh e h e c h e y a n u , 
which Rabbi 
Richard Perlman 
of Temple Ner 
Tamid in Peabody 
said is a catch-all 
prayer of grati-
tude. 

“With the 
Sh e h e c h e y a n u , 
we are thankful for 
bringing us to this 
moment, this part of our life,” he 
said. “Every time there’s a sim-
cha or a wonderful moment in 
life, we say the Shehecheyanu. 
So really, you could do that for 
just about everything.”  

Perhaps that explains why 
American Jews embraced the 
secular Thanksgiving holiday 
as soon as they arrived in this 
country, according to Meyer. “It 
has always been a key obser-
vance, and a way where Jews 
could be fully Jewish, because 
expression of gratitude is part 
of our DNA, but also fully 
American at the same time,” 
said Meyer. “If you were to 
look, say, at the resource of 
the American Jewish Archives, 
you’ll find Thanksgiving bless-
ings and greetings and sermons 
going all the way back to the 
middle part of the 1800s.”

This Thanksgiving, Jews on 
the North Shore said recent 
events haven’t made them any 
less grateful. When asked if 

she was still grateful to be an 
American Jew in 2018, Robin 
Low of Swampscott replied, 
“Yeah, I still am. I still believe in 
our country’s institutions, and I 
still believe that we have great 
freedoms here, but you have to 
be eternally vigilant.

“I’m very conscious of not 
taking things for granted, 
because you can do all the right 
things, and still, something bad 
happens, so you have to be 
thankful when the good stuff 
comes along.”  

Andrea Mann of Marblehead 
pointed out how 9/11 changed 
her relationship to her coun-
try. “Before 9/11, I was the 
least patriotic person there is 
– I mean, the least,” she said. 
“Since 9/11, I’m one of the most 
patriotic. It’s a complete shift – 
as bad as it is, we have to be so 
grateful. It’s hard for me not to 
be patriotic – one event changed 
my whole feelings.”  

Myranne Janoff of Marble-
head pointed out that a recent 
health scare helped her shift her 
perspective. “It makes you more 
aware of how much you enjoy 
your life, and it makes you more 
aware about the things that you 

cherish in life,” 
said Janoff. When 
asked what she 
cherished most, 
Janoff replied 
that she is most 
grateful for her 
family and her 
health. 

Other respon-
dents said they 
are most grate-

ful for good friends, satisfying 
careers, and being Jewish.

“I’m grateful to be Jewish – 
I’m proud that I am, and I feel 
more strongly than ever that 
we must keep Judaism alive,” 
said Low. “It’s a vibrant, living 
practice, and each of us has a 
responsibility to continue the 
story.”

Janoff described how the 
many prayers of thanks in 
Judaism have helped remind 
her to be thankful. 

“Judaism helps me recog-
nize and express gratitude for 
the simple things in life that 
I’m thankful for, so every time 
I say a prayer over the bread, 
I’m grateful that I have bread,” 
she said. “When I do a blessing 
over my children, even though 
they’re quite grown, I think 
about that, so yes, there is the 
daily reminder of the things that 
we’re thankful for by blessing 
them and bringing them to our 
focus.” 

Gratitude
from page 1

Anti-Semitism
from page 1

Swastikas were found this month at Masconomet 
High School in Boxford.

“The custom of reciting 
many blessings is 
intended to help 

cultivate that attitude 
of gratitude.”  

– Rabbi David Meyer
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