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You say latkah, I say latke. You say chal-
lah, I say challey. You say matzah, I say 
matzey. Let’s call the whole … wait a min-
ute. Let’s just relax and ruminate on where 
we might find the most delectable, melt-
in-the-mouth, artery-clogging, schmaltzy, 
nostalgia-producing latke with a dollop of 
sour cream (or applesauce) on the North 
Shore.

While most of you were no doubt enjoy-
ing yourselves in one or another pursuits, 
the Journal was working hard to seek out 
and find latkes that – should you be so 
lucky – you might taste over the Hanukkah 
holiday. 

Modesty forbade our three latke experts 
to toot their own horns, but the Journal 
has learned from others that these three 
– Raizel Schusterman, Marylin Gallant, 
and Evan Madoff – make a mean latke (or 
latkah or lot-ka, you decide). 

Besides cooking for her family, Raizel 
Schusterman of Chabad of Peabody is 
cooking  up a mighty batch for all who 
belly up to the latkah and martini bar at 

Gifts & Martinis, an event being held on 
Thursday, Nov. 29, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
at 682 Lowell St.  

She’s flexible with her recipe, usually 
using brown Idaho potatoes, but if there 
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Everyone knows there are 
eight nights of Hanukkah. But for 
young children and their parents, 
that means eight nights of gifts.

“It’s hard trying to redirect a 
5-year-old to understand why 
we’re here, why the family’s get-
ting together, what we’re doing, 
because I do feel like young kids 
just care about the presents, and 
that’s fine,” said Jen Swafford of 
Swampscott, whose son Nathan 
is eagerly awaiting eight nights 
of Legos, video games, and more. 
“That’s just young kids being 
young kids. But I think it’s impor-
tant to let them know why fami-
lies are getting together, and why 
we have these traditions. 

“We light the menorah, and 
read Hanukkah stories so he 
understands the Jewish faith. We 
try to keep it simple and family-
oriented,”  said Swafford.

For centuries, Jews have 
observed Hanukkah, which cel-
ebrates the Maccabees’ revolt 
against the Seleucid Empire that 
led to rededicating the temple 
on the Temple Mount in about 
165 BCE. But it was not until 
the 20th century in America that 
the holiday became commonly 

associated with gift-giving. 
According to Jonathan Sarna, 

a professor of American Jewish 
history at Brandeis University, 
gift-giving did not occur until 

Christmas became a national 
holiday in the United States in 
1870. Because Hanukkah fell 
during the same time of year, 
Jewish parents – especially after 

World War II – began giving their 
children eight nights worth of 
gifts so that they would not feel 
like they were missing out.

Christmas envy among Jewish 

children still exists today, but 
local parents are trying to mini-
mize it. “We fully understand 
that [Hanukkah] is an answer 
to the commercialization of 
Christmas,” said Renee Sidman 
of Marblehead, who has two 
sons: Caleb, 10, and Micah, 6. 
“It’s a conversation we have to 
have with our kids about how 
[Christmas] is not for us. We cel-
ebrate Hanukkah, which has its 
own joys.”

In addition to gifts, young chil-
dren enjoy many of the unique 
Hanukkah traditions. “They get 
excited about lighting candles, 
they get excited about singing 
songs,” said Jessie Stephens of 
Swampscott about her two chil-
dren, Leo, 6, and Ruthie, 5. “Each 
night we do a different activi-
ty – one night we make latkes, 
another we write sweet notes to 
each other.”

Jewish parents often give 
their children one small pres-
ent each night, capped off by a 
major present, a tradition they 
recall from their own childhoods. 
“Usually our parents would give 
us one present a night, and they 
were fairly small,” said Stephens. 
“We’ll try to do one bigger, more 
exciting gift, and then some 

On Hanukkah, parents balance eight nights of gifts 

Jasmina Shube of Marblehead loves getting books and anything to do with horseback riding.

continued on page 5
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JERUSALEM – Sometimes 
it seems like Israel has a col-
lective ADHD issue. Or, an 
accelerated sense of time and 
events.

Take the last couple of 
weeks. The deep-fried sufgani-
yot (jelly donuts) that mark the 
beginning of Hanukkah season 
were abundant at every bakery and minimarket. But instead of prematurely indulging 
in those sugar bombs, the attention of the country was focused on rockets – hundreds 
of them – aimed at southern communities by Hamas launchers in Gaza.

The sudden flare-up was just the latest in an ongoing series of clashes between 
Israel and Hamas that regularly bring us to the brink of war. Even when there’s a 
facade of quiet, it’s anything but. There have been violent demonstrations every Friday 
by hundreds – and often thousands – of Palestinians, who attempt to breach Israel’s 

Out of the fire 
and into the frying pan

Photo by Marc Israel Sellem
On Hanukkah, sufganiyot are served in Israel.

Letter from 
Jerusalem

In search of the perfect latke

Photo by Bette Keva
Evan Madoff prepares to make latkes.

continued on page 11
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“We’re building a coun-
try, we’re in a hurry, and it isn’t 
always pretty,” says Arie, one of 
the main characters in Martin 
Fletcher’s new novel “Promised 
Land,” as he drives through a 
flurry of traffic in Tel Aviv in 
1950. 

Indeed, “Promised Land” 
tells the fast, not-always-pretty 
story of the first decades of the 
modern State of Israel, from its 
founding in 1948 to the Six-Day-
War in 1967. It does so through 
the lens of the Berg family of 
Munich, Germany, who are 
torn apart during World War II. 
Arie’s brother, Peter, manages to 
escape to America at the age of 
14. Meanwhile, Arie and the rest 
of his family are sent to death 
camps in the east. Only Arie 
escapes. Both brothers meet up 
after the war in Israel, where 
Peter becomes a Mossad agent, 

and Arie becomes one of the 
richest businessmen in Israel. 
The intrigue continues as both 
brothers fall in love with the 
same woman.

In telling this story, Fletcher, 
(who will speak at the Peabody 
Essex Museum on Dec. 16 at 3 
p.m. as part of the JCC’s Jewish 
Book Month), wanted to pres-
ent an honest portrayal of Israeli 
history. “Promised Land” is the 
first novel of a trilogy that will 
follow Arie, Peter, and their 
families all the way up to the 
present. Through the stories of 
Arie and Peter, Fletcher want-
ed to highlight the remarkable 
Jewish generation that survived 
the Holocaust, and fought to 
establish and protect their new 
homeland. In researching his 
novel, he interviewed several 
members of that generation.

“We hear of Tom Brokaw’s 
book ‘The Greatest Generation,’ 
and I said to Tom, the real great-
est generation is the Jewish 
generation, the same one,” said 
Fletcher, who met Brokaw while 

working as the Chief of NBC 
News Bureau in Tel Aviv. “Think 
about what they went through: 
they’re born in the Depression, 
survived anti-Semitism and 
Nazism … then many of them 
made their way illegally to Israel, 
joined the army, fought in the 
’48 War of Independence, fought 
in the ’56 war, fought in the ’67 
war, built Israel from very little 
into what it became: a really very 
powerful country. All that in one 
lifetime.” 

Though he was born just 
after the war, Fletcher, 71, is 
well-acquainted with his sub-
ject matter. In 1939, his par-
ents escaped from Vienna for 
London, where he was given 
a secular upbringing. Fletcher 
said that the Holocaust was “ever 
present, but unspoken,” and his 
parents were not Zionists and 
had no interest of going to Israel. 
Fletcher only became interested 
in the country after he became 
a journalist and NBC News sent 
him there as a correspondent 
on a three-year-assignment. 
Fletcher ended up marrying an 
Israeli woman and staying in 
the country for 30 years, eventu-
ally heading up the NBC News 
bureau in Tel Aviv, where he still 
keeps a residence. In an illustri-
ous career, he has traveled all 
over the world and won many 
awards, which he details in his 
2008 book “Breaking News.” He 
has also written another book 
about Israel called “Walking 
Israel,” which details the year he 
spent walking along Israel’s coast 
from Lebanon to the Gaza Strip, 
talking to its people, exploring 
its landscape, and pondering 
the big questions surrounding 
its history and identity.

After living in and reporting 
on Israel for thirty years, walk-

ing its entire coast, and writing 
a sweeping, multigenerational 
epic telling its story, Fletcher 
in unsure of what is next for 
the country that fascinates him 
so. “I think that Israel today on 
the one hand has never been 
stronger: economically, militar-

ily, and strategically, and its ene-
mies have never been weaker,” 
he said. “But what they’ve got to 
do is use that position to forge 
some kind of way forward … 
Israel’s got to do something with 
its power to improve the future 
of its own state.”

Did you know that two out of every three homes 
are underinsured? What is worse, according to an 
annual survey by Marshall & Swift/Boeckh, most 
homes are underinsured by as much as 27 percent!

Homeowners don’t want to pay for the rising 
costs of insurance, so they try to skimp by cutting back on coverage. 
What they don’t realize is that if disaster strikes, and they are not properly 
covered, it will cost them much more in the end.

There are better ways to save on home insurance: Shop around for 
the best deal. And when you buy, get your auto insurance from the same 
company. It could save you up to 15 percent off your premium.

Raise your deductible. You can save up to 25 percent by raising it from 
$500 to $1000. Ask about discounts for increasing your home’s security 
and making improvements that are disaster resistant.

With a little effort it is possible to significantly save on insurance 
without cutting your coverage.

experience is the difference.
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS 

on all aspects of buying or selling real estate  
at 781-367-8150

Phyllis levin
on Real estate

how to save on homeowner insurance

 www.phyllislevin.com phyllislevin@comcast.net (781) 367-8150
 website email cell

phyllis Levin
CRS   GRI   CBR

JUST CALL AND I’LL DO THE REST
Feel free to call me on all aspects  

of buying or selling real estate
at 781-367-8150

 JUST CALL AND I’LL DO THE RESTHappy Hanukkah!

Join us at our
OPEN HOUSE

HEALTHY HOLIDAY FAIR
December 12th at 2-4 p.m. 

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare & Greater Lynn Senior Services
at Cohen Florence Levine Estates

201 Captains Row, Chelsea, Massachusetts 02150 

Start the holiday season on a healthy note 

 • BLOOD PRESSURE • FALL PREVENTION INFORMATION • NUTRITION
• HEALTHY RECIPES • HEART ASSESSMENT • HEALTH INFORMATION

FREE
SCREENINGS

www.chelseajewish.org

RSVP to 617-887-0826 • kdonnelly@chelseajewish.org

HAPPY
HANUKKAH!
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Once again, Martin Fletcher tells the story of Israel

Martin Fletcher, center, with Brian Williams and Lesley Stahl.

Martin Fletcher in Acre, Israel

Meet Emmy award-winner and former NBC News Bureau 
Chief Martin Fletcher, who will discuss his latest novel, “The 
Promised Land.” The event will be hosted by the Peabody Essex 
Museum on Sunday, Dec. 16 at 3 p.m. Cost is $25 per person, 
and includes a reception and museum admission.

For more information, please contact JCCNS Adult Program 
Director Sara Ewing at 781-476-9913 or sewing@jccns.com.

Promised Land:  
A Novel of Israel

Martin Fletcher
Thomas Dunne Books, 2018



SUPPORT OUR SOLDIERS
BY SECURING YOUR FUTURE

ISRAEL SOLDIERS GIFT ANNUITY
Through a lasting gift to FIDF, you can join us in ensuring that Israel’s 
heroic soldiers receive the support they need for years to come.

With an Israel Soldiers Gift Annuity, you can create a better future 
for the brave men and women of the IDF while securing a generous 
fixed rate lifetime income for you and/or someone else.

This information is not intended to represent legal or tax advice. Please consult your tax advisor when considering a gift to us.
Friends of the Israel Defense Forces is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

FIDF is proud to hold the highest possible rating of four 
stars from Charity Navigator for eight consecutive years, 
an honor earned by only 3% of charities.

FIDF Gift Annuity RateAge

65
70
75
78

5.5%
5.8%
6.4%
6.8%

FIDF Gift Annuity RateAge

80
82
85
90

7.2%
7.5%
8.1%
9.5%

Two-life rates also available.

For a free, customized gift annuity illustration, or more information 
on how to include FIDF in your estate plans, please contact us at 
(888) 421-6285 or plannedgiving@fidf.org

fidf.org/plannedgiving5

Their job is to look after Israel. Ours is to look after them.

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE UP TO 9.5% ANNUALLY?
SAMPLE RATES
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Millennials The
WHAT WAS YOUR JEWISH 
BACKGROUND GROWING UP? 

I went to Hebrew school at Congregation Shirat 
Hayam, went to Jewish camp, went to the JCC after 
school, kind of the whole shebang. We didn’t really 
go to temple that much, but we celebrated the big 
holidays with the family, and once we were all bat 
mitzvahed, kind of stopped going to temple, but 
still celebrated all the holidays. It definitely played 
a big part early on, because I went to preschool at 
the JCC, most of my friends were Jewish growing up, 
and obviously camp as well. It was a big part socially 
growing up, and after bat mitzvahs, it became less 
of a factor, just because I wasn’t going to the JCC 
anymore, wasn’t going to camp. 

YOU WENT TO BOARDING SCHOOL 
AT DEERFIELD ACADEMY, AND 
THEN GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY, 
WHICH IS JESUIT. WERE YOU 
ABLE TO KEEP UP YOUR JEWISH 
LIFE THERE? 

There were a decent amount of Jews at Deerfield. 
I was involved in organizing the Passover Seder I 
think my junior and senior year, which had a pretty 
decent turnout. It was definitely the minority, but 
we still had a good crew. Somewhere at Georgetown, 
freshman year I went to the Seder they put on, and 
you just met people through different stuff that were 
Jewish, so you would go to different events that they 
were putting on. I feel like Georgetown probably 
had more stuff going on. Because they’re Jesuit, a lot 
of religious stuff was prevalent on campus … there 
was a cross in every classroom … but it included 
Judaism as well. We had to take religion classes, 
but I took one of them on Judaism in the modern 
world. Because it was Jesuit, there was almost more 
Judaism as well, not just Catholicism. 

WHAT ROLE DOES JUDAISM PLAY 
IN YOUR LIFE NOW? 

I think about it a lot. I’m not actively part of any 
temple, and probably don’t celebrate the Jewish 
holidays really – it’s kind of hard when you’re on 
your own. But I definitely think about being Jewish 

a decent amount. It just comes up, especially when 
I’m missing the holidays from being abroad. I feel 
like just being in Ireland, where I’m very much the 
minority Jew, if people are talking about Christmas, 
then I end up talking about Judaism, educating 
people. A lot of my friends here wouldn’t really know 
too many Jews. I feel more connected to it – I almost 
want to preserve the connection more because I’m 
isolated, because I missed out on the holidays, it 
makes me want to participate more in my own way. 
I definitely do want to keep Judaism in my life – I 
kind of didn’t realize this till college when I took 
this class on Judaism in the modern world – how 
much Judaism at least for me is more cultural, less 
religious. For me, that’s still really important, just 
the family and gathering around, and not neces-
sarily going to temple. And being in Dublin where 
Catholicism comes up a lot, I definitely think I’m 
more connected to Judaism, because it’s much more 
cultural for me, and many of my peers here are 
disconnected with religion completely – they’re not 
involved because it’s either you go to church or you 
don’t. So I feel strongly that I want to keep that up.  

WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO DUBLIN? 
IS THERE ANY JEWISH LIFE 
THERE? 

There is – there’s a few temples, but I haven’t gone 
to many things. But I’ve met a few Jews. I came over 
to do my master’s after graduating college and dur-
ing the master’s, I was able to get into med school 
here – their application is on a different timeline, so 
I was able to apply in the spring, and got in over the 
summer, and it was kind of an opportunity I couldn’t 
pass up. 

HOW DO YOU LIKE DUBLIN? 
I really like it! Obviously I’m in med school, so I’m 

not out and about too much, but it’s great. I would 
recommend a visit for anyone. It feels a lot like 
Boston when you’re just walking around town. I just 
think everyone’s really nice – the stereotype is true 
– everyone is really nice and welcoming, and warm 
and friendly. You can’t beat it. 

– Michael Wittner

LAURA WHITEHILL, 24
HOMETOWN: Marblehead 

CURRENTLY LIVING IN: Dublin, Ireland

ALMA MATERS: Deerfield Academy ‘12, Georgetown 
University ‘16, University College Dublin School of Medicine  
and Medical Science ‘21 

JOB: Medical student

FAVORITE FOOD: Kettle cooked potato chips –  
Cape Cod chips, preferably.

FAVORITE MUSIC: One Direction  

FAVORITE BOOKS: Harry Potter

FAVORITE MOVIES: “The Holiday”

FAVORITE TV SHOWS: I’m binging “The Great  
British Bake-Off” at the moment.

FAVORITE TRAVEL DESTINATION:  
Favorite place I’ve been by far was the Grand Canyon.  
Next on the list is South America.

FAVORITE JEWISH PERSON NOT IN 
YOUR FAMILY: First person that comes to mind  
is Julian Edelman, so go Pats!

BEST HANUKKAH GIFT: I remember as  
kids we got the eight-disk Harry Potter DVD set,  
and that was definitely a good Hanukkah.
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smaller things. But [the kids] are 
still at the age where socks are 
exciting. They’re living in a world 
of wonder.” 

This year, some of the bigger 
gifts include electronics, video 
games, and Lego sets. “Madden 
2019 is all my son is talking 
about,” said Sidman, refer-
ring to the popular sports video 
game. “[He also wants] Nintendo 
Switch, and my little one wants 
Legos.” 

Swafford’s son Nathan is inter-
ested in similar gifts. “For boys, 
it’s typically video games,” she 
said. “But he is really into Legos. 
So there’s different sets, differ-
ent themes, different comic book 
characters, dinosaur Legos, so he 
would be happy as a clam if all he 
got were just Legos.” 

More old-fashioned gifts 
remain popular among some 
kids. “My daughter loves get-
ting books,” said Alex Shube of 
Marblehead, of her daughter, 
Jasmina, 12. “She specifically 
requested more books, and a 
bathrobe. She’s pretty easygo-
ing.” 

Sidman said sometimes her 
children forget the newest elec-
tronic fad after a little while, 
while staying attached to simpler 
gifts.

“Last year I did try to get them 
old-school board games to get 
them off screens,” she said. “I got 
them cuddly blankets, and liter-
ally threw them in my car, and 
it turned out to be their favorite 
presents.” 

Some parents give their chil-
dren experiences instead of 
material gifts. Shube and her 
daughter often go to the Boston 

Symphony Orchestra to watch 
movies accompanied by a live 
orchestra. Sidman takes her chil-
dren to a fancy hotel in Boston 
for one night.

However, parents agreed that 
it is essential to remind their chil-
dren that not everyone is for-
tunate enough to get gifts for 
eight nights. Sidman and her 
family buy gifts for children in 
need through an adopt-a-family 
program. 

“We bring the kids to the 
stores to buy all of the things for 
other kids, so they understand 
that not every kid is as privileged 
as they are,” said Sidman. “We 
always try to buy a winter coat 
and snow pants to make sure 
that the kids understand that it’s 
more than just toys – some of 
the kids don’t even have a winter 
jacket. Taking them to the stores 

has changed the experience.” 
Shube tries to bring out the 

same spirit in his daughter. “I 
think I’ve tried to instill good 
values in [Jasmina] that it’s not 
just for the presents,” he said. 
“Ever since she was little, we ask 
her friends to bring something 
for the animal shelter. She rec-
ognizes that other animals are 
less fortunate, and I think she’s 
appreciative of what she gets.” 

“We definitely save our tze-
dakah, and we always donate to 
Toys for Tots,” said Swafford. “We 
are always donating [Nathan’s] 
clothes and toys that he doesn’t 
use to different types of children’s 
organizations. He does know that 
he’s very lucky – that he has a roof 
over his head, he has food in his 
belly, and that he has toys to play 
with, and unfortunately there are 
kids who don’t.”

On Hanukkah, parents balance eight nights of gifts 
from page 1

Ruthie Stephens of Swampscott builds her own menorah.
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By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

LYNN – Seth Albaum saw potential in 
Lynn the first time he visited its down-
town. After landing two jobs on the North 
Shore, he wanted to move from rapidly 
gentrifying Jamaica Plain to somewhere 
with a better commute and cheaper 
home prices. Albaum had only visited 
Lynn once, but he and his girlfriend 
decided to drive up and explore.

“We came to downtown Lynn, and we 
didn’t see a lot of people walking around, 
but we saw a lot of great old buildings, 
signs there could be life,” said Albaum. 
“One place was open and that was the 
realtor’s office. That’s how it all began – 
we just walked in.” 

A year later, Albaum and his girlfriend, 
Jennifer Adler (who is now his wife) 
moved into the downtown loft where 
they still reside today. 

He’s since fallen in love with the city. “I 
love Lynn for all the cultures represented 
here now, and its long history of welcom-
ing immigrants, for its role in the aboli-
tionist movement, labor reform, and for 
its rich history that is underappreciated 
even in this region,” he said. “Music and 
arts thrive here, too, with studios, galler-
ies, band practice spaces, and a citywide 
annual open studios not enough people 
have heard of. We have woods, water-
front, a downtown, and suburbs, and it’s 
true, you won’t come out the way you 
went in.”

Albaum, 43, who grew up in New Jersey 
and came to Boston to attend Emerson 
College, has done a lot to help the city 
he loves so much. In 2008, he started 
the Downtown Lynn Neighborhood 
Association, a collection of local residents 
and businesses that collaborate with city 
government to promote positive change. 

“We felt like the city didn’t really know 

us, we didn’t really know them, and we 
needed to bridge that gap,” said Albaum. 
Among other activities, the association 
has sponsored neighborhood socials 
that meet at a different local business 
each month, and lobbied successfully 
for changes in parking rules and safety 
upgrades in the MBTA garage.

Shortly after starting the neighbor-
hood association, Albaum launched a 
website called Lynn Happens (lynnhap-
pens.com), which provides information 
on local events and nonprofit organiza-
tions. He also joined the board of the 
Lynn Museum and LynnArts. Just last 
month, he began as director of Lynn 
Community Television, a job that he feels 
perfectly combines three of his passions: 
education, media, and the city of Lynn. 

“Certainly, people know us for 
broadcasting City Council and School 
Committee meetings, and the other 

boards, and that’s really important 
work,” said Albaum. “But we have mem-
ber-produced programs here – between 
80 and 90 members – but in a city our 
size, we feel like we should really be 
able to grow our membership, and show 
people that in the age of YouTube and 
cell phones, we can offer something that 
is better, that will help you reach a wider 
audience.” 

In addition to member shows, LCTV 
hosts a biweekly news program. Any of 
the content can be watched at lynntv.org.

For the first half of the 20th century, 
Lynn was home to one of the largest 
Jewish communities in Massachusetts. 
Though that number has dwindled, 
Jews remain, especially in the Diamond 
District and along Lynn Shore Drive. 

Until recently, Albaum said that he 
has not done much with Lynn’s Jewish 
community. “Regrettably I’m not really 

tied into the Jewish community in Lynn 
so much – that’s what happens when you 
marry a rabbi’s daughter,” he said, not-
ing that their Jewish life now takes place 
in Narragansett, R.I., where his father-
in-law, Rabbi Ethan Adler, is the spiri-
tual leader of Congregation Beth David. 
But now that Albaum and his wife have 
adopted a daughter, that may change. 
“We’re involved now with the JCC, and 
have gotten involved in some Jewish par-
ents’ groups. But that’s a recent develop-
ment. We’re still shopping around,” he 
said, emphasizing that he and his wife 
intend to raise their daughter Jewish.

Now, as new businesses, galleries, and 
luxury condominiums pop up all over 
downtown Lynn, Jewish professionals 
like Albaum and Adler (Jennifer, 44, a 
Cranston, R.I. native, operates a graphic 
design business out of downtown Lynn 
called Survival by Design) are starting to 
move back into town.

Though Albaum has long fought to 
make Lynn a better place, he hates the 
word “gentrification” and is wary of the 
effect that soaring rents and house prices 
will have on the community. 

“Gentrification leads not only to dis-
placement, but also to boring places,” 
said Albaum. “I don’t like how a lot of 
our cities are becoming suburbanized. 
Everything that makes them unique and 
different and vibrant gets priced out – 
artists can’t afford studios, music moves 
away, and it becomes another bedroom 
community with a CVS. I didn’t move 
here for that.”

Instead, Albaum hopes that the new-
comers will take an active role in the 
community like he did. “It’s my hope that 
people moving into the new market-rate 
apartments downtown [won’t] just use 
the neighborhood as a bedroom, but 
instead get involved and contribute posi-
tively,” he said.  

Jewish couple puts down roots in vibrant city of Lynn

Seth Albaum in the control room of Lynn Community Television. 
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Efrayim Yanko

Paramedic, Kiryat Gat MDA Station

Efrayim saves lives every day, but he doesn’t do it 
alone. Gifts such as yours help to mobilize our EMTs 
and paramedics who carry more than 700,000 
Israelis to safety each year. We’re Israel’s emergency 
medical and ambulance service, Magen David Adom. 

Together, we’ll make this year a healthy one for 
millions of Israelis. Help save lives in Israel.
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Save a life in Israel with a gift to support Magen David Adom.
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WINTHROP – When Dr. 
Howie Brooks of Winthrop sat 
his parents down to tell them 
he wanted to be a dentist, they 
were bemused. “I sat down on 
the bed and I said, ‘I am going 
to go to dental school …’ And 
they looked at me and they 
said, ‘OK,’” Brooks said before 
breaking into laughter. “They 
were kind of awestruck.”

As far as his parents knew, he 
was studying to get into busi-
ness school. However, dentistry 
had always been an important 
part of Brooks’ life because his 
father, Barry Brooks, was a den-
tist. 

From an early age, Brooks 
was drawn to his father’s pro-
fession. “I was very much into 
what he did – I used to go down 
into the office when I was 12 
or 13 years old,” said Brooks. 
“I was always interested in him 
doing lab work.”   

In 1987, after Brooks graduat-
ed from the Henry M. Goldman 
School of Dental Medicine at 
Boston University, he joined his 
father’s practice in Winthrop, 
where he has been ever since.

Thirty-one years later, it’s 
déjà vu all over again. In May, 
Brooks’ daughter Stephanie 
also graduated from BU’s den-
tal school, where she gradu-
ated summa cum laude and 
was inducted into the National 
Dental Honors Society. She was 
also asked to sit on the school’s 
alumni board. Now, she has 
become the third generation 
in her family to treat patients 
at Brooks Dental, which her 
grandfather started in 1959.

Stephanie can’t remem-
ber the precise time she told 
her father that she wanted to 
follow in his footsteps. Even 
though she majored in English 
at Franklin & Marshall College 
and thought about going into 
publishing, she had long con-
sidered joining her family’s 
practice. 

“I was a dentist for Halloween 
when I was maybe 10 or 11, so I 
always had it in my head that 
this is where I was going to end 

up,” said Stephanie. “My dad is 
ecstatic.” 

Now, three generations work 
together under the same roof 
(Barry, at 86, still comes in once 
a week to check up on patients, 
some of whom he’s been treat-
ing for over 50 years.) Even 
though Stephanie said that pro-
fessors at dental school warned 
her about the potential pitfalls 
of working with family mem-
bers, she has enjoyed working 
with her father and grandfather 
on a professional level. 

“[My dad] is such a great 
mentor because he knows 
when to give me space and 
independence, but he always 
welcomes questions. He’s never 
hovering over me. It’s a really 
good dynamic,” she said. 

“We’ve always had a close 
relationship,” Howie said. “Any 
sport that she did, I was always 
there coaching her. I found 
her very coachable and easy 
to work with, and I knew that 
the relationship in the practice 
would be the same because 
there’s no ego, it’s not like, ‘Do 
it my way or the highway.’ We 
work really well together.”

Growing up, Howie’s family 
attended Temple Tifereth Israel 
in Winthrop, a town that had a 
larger Jewish population than 
it does today. “[My father] did 
see quite a few Jewish people in 
Winthrop,” said Howie. “When I 
started practicing in 1987, there 
was a pretty large Jewish popu-
lation … as time has gone on, 
there’s definitely less, no ques-
tion.” 

The Brooks family now 
belongs to Congregation Shirat 
Hayam in Swampscott, and are 
active with Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies’ fundraising. 

Even though Stephanie has 
just begun and is still learning 
the ropes, she admitted that 
she occasionally thinks about 
a fourth generation at Brooks 
Dental in the distant future. 

“Four generations would be 
crazy. And it would be so nice to 
pass this business onto some-
one you can trust, and who you 
know patients will love,” she 
said.

It’s all in the family for 
three generations of 
dentists in Winthrop

Stephanie, Barry, and Howie Brooks at their Winthrop office.



The two features on page 7 
of your Nov. 15 issue turned 
me off. 

Ari Mahler’s “I am the Jewish 
Nurse” is moving and touch-
ing in a way, but also absurd. 
He doesn’t have the guts to tell 
Robert Bowers, the assassin of 
11 Jews in Pittsburgh whom he 
treated in the hospital, that he, 
Mahler, is a Jew. And then he 
concludes that the only way to 
face evil is to offer “love,” and 
he says it repeatedly. Again, a 
mushy, gutless – and unJewish! 
– response in the face of real 
evil. Unless you totally castrate 
Torah. Even Jesus, who suppos-
edly said turn the other cheek, 

wouldn’t go that far.
Your bureau chief in Israel 

Lawrence Rifkin has a penchant 
to stick it to Trump. Even while 
admitting, with personal regret, 
that the vast majority of Israelis 
are pro-Trump, he couldn’t 
resist citing “a fine piece” from 
the odious, super-left Haaretz 
which said Israel’s leaders were 
“leaping to the defense of a 

political leader who is actively 
and openly fanning the flames 
of hatred that now has an 
unprecedented toll.” Thanks 
for your leftist distortions and 
fanning the flames of hatred of 
Trump, Larry.

Pinchas Baram 
Brookline 

By Ariel Bolstein
ISRAEL HAYOM

Earlier this month, while 
most pundits in Israel 
were placing their bets in 

favor or against early elections, 
a revolution took place at the 
U.N. General Assembly in New 
York. During the annual vote 
on a resolution calling on Israel 
to return the Golan Heights to 
Syria, the United States, for the 
first time ever, voted against it.

The reasoning of outgoing 
U.S. Ambassador Nikki Haley for 
the vote showed that there is no 
denying that the Americans have 
taken a significant step towards 
adopting the Israeli position. 
The United States will no lon-
ger abstain when the United 
Nations engages in pointless 
votes on the Golan Heights, she 
said. This stance obligates Israel 
to help the Americans take the 
next steps on this path until 
Israeli sovereignty in the Golan 
Heights is formally recognized.

From Israel’s perspective, the 
future of the Golan Heights is a 
matter of consensus. Ever since 
the Menachem Begin govern-
ment first began applying Israeli 

sovereignty in 1981, it has been 
a foregone conclusion that the 
Golan is an inseparable part of 
Israel. That ensuing leftist gov-
ernments toyed with the lunatic 
idea of giving the Golan back 
to the despotic Assad dynasty 
in Syria only served to solidify 
the deep understanding of most 
Israelis that such a withdrawal 
would be completely illogical.

Israel has every possible rea-
son to object to concessions on 
the Golan. As a matter of justice 
(when Syria controlled the area 
it shelled and beleaguered the 

residents of the Jordan Valley); 
history (it is an ancient Jewish 
region); strategic considerations 
and even legal ones – all these 
factors assure Israel’s eternal 
presence on the Golan.

With that, the welcome 
change to the U.S. position will 
have tremendous influence in 
the international arena.

Over the decades, the United 
Nations’ annual resolution con-
demning Israel helped reinforce 
Syria’s image as a “victim,” and 
augmented the libelous dis-
course painting Israel as an 

aggressor and occupier. The 
reality, of course, is the opposite, 
and the atrocities perpetrated 
by the warring parties in Syria’s 
civil war have only illustrated 
the true nature of those who still 
wish to wipe the Zionist enemy 
from the map.

It would be wise to exploit the 
world’s increasingly sober view 
of Syria and the regime ruling 
it, and promote 
recognition of the 
Israeli annexa-
tion of the Golan. 
Israel will still be 
fine without this 
recognition from 
other countries, 
but American 
recognition could 
officially flip the 
narrative.

In essence, 
all the consider-
ations that led 
the Trump administration to 
remove the Jerusalem question 
from the agenda in favor of Israel 
apply to the Golan as well. There 
are also other reasons, such as 
the absence of a large hostile 
population and the fact that the 
area is not holy for Muslims or 

Christians, which make it easier 
for America to do so.

To realize the goal, Israel 
must take steps to promote rec-
ognition on the diplomatic and 
practical levels.

On the diplomatic front, 
Israel should maintain its public 
relations course and continue 
forming alliances, which Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is 

doing successful-
ly. On the practi-
cal front, the time 
is ripe for steps 
to establish facts 
on the ground. 
Application of 
sovereignty, for 
example, must 
be visible across 
the entire Golan 
Heights, includ-
ing the Druze vil-
lages.

To this end, it 
is necessary to accelerate devel-
opment and significantly aug-
ment the Jewish population in 
the area.

Ariel Bolstein is the founder 
of the Israel advocacy organiza-
tion Faces of Israel.
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Hold onto the light

U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley has been a 
vocal advocate for Israel. 

U.S. changes course on Golan

Reader ‘turned off’ by Pittsburgh, Israel opeds
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Ever since the 
Menachem Begin 
government first 

began applying Israeli 
sovereignty in 1981, it 
has been a foregone 
conclusion that the 

Golan is an inseparable 
part of Israel.

Darkness greets 
us at dawn in 
December. The 

morning winds begin, 
the trees sway, the leaves 
poke through the snow 
and ice and we carry on, 
adjusting – ignoring the 
chilly gusts that seem to 
whisper something new 
each morning. There is 
much to ponder in win-
ter’s glare and shadows.

We can’t do much 
without light, and the 
gray sky that appears in November and often 
lasts until April sometimes feels like a steel 
trap. Where is the light, we wonder? The ques-
tion will linger through the winter, but is 
never quite answered. 

But for eight nights in December, the light 
finds us after sunset. It’s in our homes, our 
shuls, in public displays in malls, and stores, 
and even on City Hall lawns. The menorah, 
which is rarely discussed throughout the year, 

suddenly takes center 
stage during Hanukkah. 
We light the candles, say 
the blessings, and then 
stop and stare at the 
tiny flames. If we take 
a moment, and silence 
our cellphones, and 
iPads, the moment can 
be powerful. The light 
can seemingly transport 
us anywhere our soul 
desires.

In the quiet of the 
darkness, the light 

brings us hope. It is a modest set of flames. 
And sometimes when we stare, another 
miracle can occur. If we stop talking for a few 
minutes, and look at the light long enough, 
our thoughts can cease – at least for a second 
or two. 

At that point, we’re left with an inexpli-
cable, otherworldly feeling. If we hold onto it, 
perhaps the light can continue on the darkest 
winter days.
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By Avraham Spraragen
JNS.ORG

While the latest barrage of rock-
ets from the Gaza Strip rained 
down on southern Israel, trag-

ically killing an innocent civilian and 
injuring 70 others, hateful anti-Israel 
rhetoric at my university – Cornell – 
burgeoned. The threat of rocket fire into 
Israel is personal for me as my late grand-
father, Moises Rozanski, lived in Ashdod 
(60 kilometers north of the Strip), and 
hid in a bomb shelter as a Hamas missile 
struck his apartment complex during 
“Operation Protective Edge.”

Amid a Nov. 11 onslaught similar to 
the 2014 Gaza war, I read with horror a 
letter to the editor in my campus news-
paper by Max Greenberg, a member of 
Cornell Students for Justice in Palestine 
(SJP). Among other egregious statements, 
Greenberg writes that “Cornell SJP effec-
tively endorses the destruction of Israel 
as a Jewish state.” I cannot remain silent 
when a fellow Cornell student and group 
call for the obliteration of my homeland.

I ask the Cornell community to con-
sider the following: Approximately 1 mil-
lion Jews once lived in countries across 
the Arab world. Egypt had 75,000 Jews; 
now only 40 remain. Iraq had 135,000 
Jews; now only five remain. Yemen 
had 63,000 Jews; now only 50 remain. 
To quote from U.N. Watch Executive 
Director, Hillel Neuer’s historic speech at 
a 2017 UNHCR debate, “Egypt, Iraq, and 
the others … where are your Jews?”

Herein lies the necessity of a safe 
haven for Jews in the State of Israel. 
Furthermore, the spike in global anti-
Semitism – from the Oct. 27 Pittsburgh 
synagogue shooting to the anti-Jewish 

activity of the U.K. Labour Party (40 per-
cent of Jews are considering leaving the 
United Kingdom) – is eerily reminis-
cent of the European anti-Semitism that 
spurred the first wave of Zionist migra-
tion. This worrisome trend further dem-
onstrates the need to preserve the Jewish 
state. To all Cornellians of conscience: 
Would you tolerate a call to destroy the 
home and safe haven of any other peo-
ple?

Given this reality, the persistent vili-
fication of Israel by Greenberg, SJP and 
by Islamic Alliance for Justice is of grave 
concern. Greenberg makes two espe-
cially offensive allegations in his article: 
First, he absurdly contends that the State 
of Israel is “predicated on the primacy 
of white people,” and likens Zionism to 
“Richard Spencer’s calls for the creation 
of a hypothetical white ethnostate in 

America.” Second, as evidence of Israeli 
white supremacy, Greenberg points to 
“the forced sterilization of African Jews.” 
While Israel is certainly not above criti-
cism, this rhetoric crosses the line into 
wrongful accusation, historical obfusca-
tion, and yes, anti-Semitism.

The African sterilization myth was 
debunked in 2016, at the conclusion of 
a three-year investigation that found no 
evidence of forced injections. Similarly, 
equating Zionism to white supremacy 
is blatantly false. Zionist ideology does 
not advocate for a white-only Jewish 
state, the adoption of a legal definition of 
Judaism based on white skin color, or the 
implementation of white Israeli segrega-
tion laws.

Modern-day Israel has upheld these 
founding egalitarian principles: 20 per-
cent of the Israeli population is Arab, 

many of whom occupy senior positions 
in the police force, parliament and judi-
ciary; and 61 percent of Israeli Jews are 
non-white mizrahim. Finally, 11 Jews 
were massacred in Pittsburgh by a white 
supremacist for the crime of being Jewish. 
How then can anyone logically claim that 
Jews, in trying to protect themselves from 
white supremacist violence, are engaging 
in white supremacy? The reality is that 
Israel was not founded for the benefit of 
white people, but for the freedom and 
security of the Jewish people.

To reiterate, SJP accused Israel of pur-
suing similar goals to a white ethno-
nationalist, neo-Nazi-affiliated leader 
and of carrying out racially motivated 
injections of non-whites. These accusa-
tions go well beyond those typically lev-
ied against other world nations. Drawing 
parallels to the Holocaust and invoking 
a variation of the Jewish blood libel is 
not a condemnation of Israeli govern-
ment activity, but the deliberate use of 
historically sensitive language to attack 
the Jewish people. In other words, it is 
anti-Semitism.

Rather than take a page out of The 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion playbook 
– causing Zionist students to feel unsafe 
– well-meaning critics of Israel should 
engage in civil and substantive dialogue. 
I urge all Cornellians to stay true to 
our university’s motto of accepting “any 
person,” and rejecting hate-filled, insen-
sitive attacks in favor of constructive 
discourse.

Whether in Cornell lecture halls or the 
chambers of Knesset, meaningful dispu-
tation is a prerequisite for peace.

Avraham Spraragen is a 2018-19 
CAMERA Fellow.  

Vilification of Israel persists on college campuses

By Jonathan S. Tobin
JNS.ORG

As we reach the shloshim 
for Pittsburgh – the tra-
ditional end of a 30-day 

period of bereavement for those 
who were killed – it’s an appro-
priate moment to take stock of 
what American Jews have made 
of the murder of 11 Jews in a 
temple.

The 30 days after the death 
of a loved one are, according to 
Jewish tradition, a period when 
one gradually emerges from the 
withdrawal from the world that 
is part of shiva. But after 30 
days, the process of re-entering 
normal life must commence.

The problem with our com-
munal reaction to this tragedy 
was that much of the Jewish 
world did not choose to pause 
to mourn. Instead, all too many 
of us immediately raced to try 
to place the event in a political 
context that did more to expose 
our existing partisan divisions 
than to expand our under-
standing of the nature of anti-
Semitism or even the reasons 
for this specific crime. Coming 
right before the heated midterm 
elections only exacerbated the 
situation.

Pittsburgh could have pro-
vided a clarifying moment in 
which all Jews should have 
been able to put aside their dif-
ferences, and come together 
to mourn and to ponder how 
we might work harder to pre-
vent future attacks. It is to be 
hoped that was the motivation 
for so many people changing 
their Facebook profile pic-
tures to include the hashtag 
#TogetherAgainstAntisemitism. 
But like just about everything 
else these days, the conversa-

tion about Pittsburgh almost 
immediately turned into a 
debate about U.S. President 
Donald Trump.

That was unfortunate and 
not just because jumping to 
conclusions about his role did 
more to confuse the discus-
sion than it did to enlighten it. 
What was truly wrong about the 
race to play the blame game 
in this fashion is that it tend-
ed to obscure efforts to com-
memorate the victims, while 
also deepening the blue and red 
divisions that are tearing Jewish 
communities as much as they 
are the rest of the country.

Those who lamented the 
coarsening of American politi-
cal discourse and the way the 
president had worsened this 
problem weren’t wrong. Nor 
were they wrong to note how 

in some instances Trump had 
spoken in a way that might have 
encouraged extremists–as when 
he conflated those who opposed 
the removal of Confederate 
statues with the neo-Nazis that 
marched in Charlottesville in 
August of 2017.

But the willingness to draw 
a direct line between the presi-
dent, who not only had repeat-
edly condemned anti-Semitism 
and established a record of sup-
port for the state of Israel, and 
the extremist that carried out 
the murders did little to help us 
understand the killer. Indeed, 
the murderer and any discus-
sions of his extreme ideology 
– he blamed Jews for support-
ing illegal immigrants and asy-
lum-seekers, but also opposed 
Trump for being too close to the 
Jews because of Israel and his 

family ties – were downgraded 
to an afterthought.

So great is the antipathy for 
Trump among Jews that many 
of us may not care about any 
unfairness towards such a divi-
sive figure. But the loser here 
is a community that quickly 
became mired in political dis-
putes, rather than confronting 
the problem of age-old anti-
Semitic attitudes that persist 
on both the far-right and the 
far-left.

In a healthier communal 
culture, we should have been 
able to calmly discuss how the 
scapegoating of Jews – whether 
under the rubric of opposition 
to immigrants or those who 
traffic in intersectional notions 
about Jews using “white privi-
lege” to oppress non-whites in 
Israel or the West – remains an 

essential part of the toolkit of all 
anti-Semites.

Instead, partisans simply 
trotted out their favorite politi-
cal hobbyhorses aimed at dele-
gitimizing foes. For all too many, 
these have been 30 days of set-
tling scores, not concentrating 
on healing.

Still, even after this partisan 
bickering, it’s not too late for us 
to start trying to listen to each 
other.

You don’t have to like Trump 
to understand that the growth 
of anti-Semitism in our time has 
been driven by historic trends 
in which Israel has become 
the stand-in for the stereotypi-
cal Jewish target. By the same 
token, Jewish conservatives 
must acknowledge that tradi-
tional right-wing anti-Semitism 
hasn’t died out. Though their 
numbers are small, the Internet 
and social media have magni-
fied their reach.

It’s not too much to ask that 
Jews stand together against 
hatred of every variety. The 
Pittsburgh killer – and those like 
him who target Jews in Europe 
or Israel – care only about hurt-
ing Jews, no matter their back-
grounds, beliefs or political 
leanings. In that sense, he was 
an all-too familiar foe, who has 
risen up against us in every gen-
eration. If we can concentrate 
on that and put aside politics, 
then our mourning will have 
greater meaning and purpose 
than a tawdry effort to weapon-
ize anti-Semitism for partisan 
purposes.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in 
chief of JNS.org. 

Lessons from the Pittsburgh tragedy 

A memorial outside of the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh.

Cornell Students for Justice in Palestine rally against Israel. 



By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

During Hanukkah, the sky is 
dark more often than not. On 
long, cold nights, the candles 
of the menorah offer light. This 
image inspired Safe Havens 

Interfaith Partnership Against 
Domestic Violence, a Boston-
based organization that works 
with faith leaders and commu-
nities to prevent domestic vio-
lence, to hold an educational 
event on the fifth night of the 
Jewish Festival of Lights.

“For victims of abuse, the 
darkness can be all year long,” 
said Alyson Morse Katzman, 
the associate director of Safe 
Havens. “We’re trying to shine 
our light out into the commu-
nity, to create light for victims 
by better understanding what’s 
going on with them and know-
ing how to be a better resource.”

Thanks to a generous grant 
from the Jewish Women’s 
Endowment Fund of the North 
Shore, Safe Havens will partner 
with Jewish Family & Children’s 
Service of Boston to host its sec-
ond annual educational event, 
“Bringing the Light into the Lives 
of Victims of Domestic Violence: 

are “little pink potatoes” in the 
house, she’ll use those. She peels 
them, puts them in a bowl of 
ice water to stop the color from 
changing, and uses a food pro-
cessor to grate. 

“I use the piece that grates,” 
rather than the finer ones 
that makes for ‘mush,’” says 
Schusterman. 

To 5 pounds of grated pota-
toes, Schusterman adds five eggs. 
She loads a whole large onion 
into the food processor using 
an S-blade for a “really mushed” 
onion. The recipe also calls for 
a half cup of flour, plus salt and 
pepper to taste. 

In a “really hot old-fashioned 
frying pan with a lot of what-
ever oil I’ve got in the house,” she 
scoops up some batter and lays 

it in the pan. “I keep mixing the 
batter to keep the consistency 
the same.”

Now, here’s a trick: “If you stick 
a whole, small carrot on one side 
of the frying pan, it helps keep 
the oil from turning brown,” she 
says. 

Schusterman doesn’t remem-
ber how she learned her recipe, 
but guesses it was from her moth-
er, who learned it from her moth-
er. Schusterman recalls cheese 
latkes with cottage cheese, sour 
cream, a little sugar, and cinna-
mon – “a sweet kind of latkah.” 

Schusterman’s paternal 
grandmother, Esther Matel 
Spalter, told her endless stories 
about life in the old country, flee-
ing from Poland into Russia to 
escape the Nazis, and  making 

horrible tasting “grass latkahs” to 
stave off starvation. 

In Pepperell, on the New 
Hampshire border, Marylin 
Gallant cooks up a batch for her 
husband, Lee, and son, Jesse, on 
the first night of Hanukkah. Like 
Schusterman, Gallant doesn’t 
remember an exact recipe. Hers 
evolved using two Russet or 
Idaho potatoes, garlic powder, 
an onion, eggs, salt and pepper. 
She eschews small red potatoes 
because “they’re all moisture.” 

Gallant uses a food proces-
sor with a fine, round blade. She 
doesn’t like the potatoes grated in 
strips; she prefers them ground 
up “like mush – I like a smooth 
consistency and I don’t peel my 
potatoes.” The nutrients are in 
the skin, she says.  

Gallant squeezes out the 
moisture and adds in flour or 
matzah meal. She will only make 
them during Hanukkah, explain-
ing that it’s “sacrilegious to make 
them for other times of the year.” 

She has used Yukon Gold 
potatoes, and her oils range from 
corn to vegetable to olive oil. She 
uses a half-inch of oil to fry the 
latkes and drains them, as her 
mother did, on a paper bag.

It’s quite possible the origins 
of Gallant’s recipe came down 
from her Russian-born maternal 
grandmother, Leah “Elizabeth” 
Zachepinsky.  

For Evan Madoff, making 
50 pounds of latkes at once for 
patrons on Humphrey Street 
is a much bigger undertaking. 
Growing up on Ralph Road in 
Marblehead, he recalls standing 

between his mother and grand-
mother “grating on the hand 
grater in the 70s in my mother’s 
kitchen. We squeezed to get the 
moisture out because potatoes 
continually have moisture.’’

For binding, Madoff uses 
eggs and matzah meal. He uses 
a Robot Coupe shredder, small, 
round fry pans for the shape, and 
canola oil.  His latkes go from the 
pan to the griddle to the Frialator. 
Like the other cooks, he doesn’t 
use measuring cups and spoons.

The hue? “We shoot for gold-
en. Doesn’t always work that way, 
but  …” Madoff says. 

One Hanukkah, Evan’s made 
4,000 latkes. This year, how many 
the deli makes “depends on how 
many people went to Florida for 
the winter,” he says. 

The recipe’s origins likely 
came from his paternal grand-
mother cooking over a fireplace 
or open flame in Bessarabia 
(modern-day Moldova). 

Madoff’s wife, Shannon, who 
is French Cajun, likes to eat them 
with crème fraîche and caviar. 

“Evan’s latkes are excellent,” 
adds customer Lowell Blitt, who 
had ordered a pastrami knish to 
hold him over before taking his 
wife out to eat. “There’s some-
thing about ‘hands on’ that you 
can taste the love.” 

When asked how many calo-
ries are in an Evan’s latke, Madoff 
brushes off the question. 

“This is good, old-fashioned 
Jewish soul food. We don’t have 
calories. It doesn’t say ‘health 
food’ on the door.” 

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com
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In search of the perfect latke
from page 1

Marylin Gallant believes it is sacrilegious to make latkes on a day 
other than Hanukkah.

Raizel Schusterman uses a carrot on the side of her frying pan to 
absorb oil and keep it from turning brown.

Shining a light on the 
darkness of domestic violence

continued on page 11

11 Main Street, Peabody
Sun - Wed  6 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Thurs - Sat  6 a.m. - 9 p.m.

978-717-5578  |   www.brotherspeabody.com

RESTAURANT & DELI

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

Featuring Home Cooked Greek & American Cuisine At Its Finest

Catering available for small or large parties. 
We can even deliver your order to you!

Happy Hanukkah  
to all our friends & customers!



border and are repelled by the 
IDF. It’s become routine; still, 
the rapidity that things can shift 
from ‘calm’ to ‘Code Red’ can 
cause a whiplash.

This time the excuse was 
an IDF undercover excursion 
into Gaza that went bad. The 
details are still being kept quiet 
by the military (those who need 
to know, know). Things heated 
up so intensely that a full-scale 
Israeli operation against Hamas 
seemed all but inevitable. Then, 
amid talk of calling up reserv-
ists and images of destruction 
in Israel’s Southern communities 
… a sudden ceasefire.

Neither side really wants a 
full frontal battle, but this time 
there were plenty of disgruntled 
people, frustrated with Israel’s 
inability – or unwillingness – to 

curb Hamas and provide secu-
rity for its border-area residents. 
Many of those southerners took 
to the streets to demonstrate for 
decisive action by the govern-
ment.

But Defense Minister Avigdor 
Liberman went one step further 
– he quit. He wasn’t only upset 
over the ceasefire, but because 
of a previous deal approved by 
Israel that delivered $15 million 
of Qatari money to Gaza with the 
intention of paying salaries for 
Gaza’s civil servants and easing 
the humanitarian situation there.

Rockets – talk of war – cease-
fire – resignation; all in two days. 
But wait, we haven’t even arrived 
at the coalition crisis with Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
government on the brink of col-
lapse.

Spurred by Liberman’s exit, 
coalition partners Bayit Yehudi, 
led by Naftali Bennett, and 
Kulanu, led by Moshe Kahlon, 
both also threatened to leave and 
force early elections. But mas-
ter political strategist Netanyahu 
managed to outmaneuver both 
of them, and keep his now nar-
row 61-59 coalition intact amid 
breathless news bulletins, spe-
cial reports, televised addresses 
to the nation and an impromp-
tu press conference. It was like 
a chess match with the entire 
country in the stands anxiously 
eating their sufganiyot.

The upshot of a week of tur-
moil?  As of this writing, Israel 
still has a government, but odds 
are that the coalition won’t last 
until its scheduled November of 
2019. But will anything change 

as a result? If anything, despite 
the anger over no solution to 
the security issue for residents 
of Israel’s south, Netanyahu’s 
standing may have been bol-
stered by the tumultuous events.

His position – that there’s 
nobody else who can lead the 
country as responsibly as he 
can – will likely resonate with 
enough voters to get his Likud 
party the mandate to form the 
next government. His rivals 
on the Center and the Left like 
Zionist Union’s Avi Gabbay and 
Yesh Atid’s Yair Lapid just don’t 
have the pull to defeat Bibi by 
themselves, and on the Right, 
Liberman may have earned 
some points for appearing to 
stand on his principles, but his 
party is somewhat marginal, and 
Bennett came out of the debacle 

weakened and smarting.
So, with the dust clearing after 

the rapid series of events, the 
winners appear to be Hamas, 
which demonstrated it could 
hit Israel forcefully whenever it 
wants and which almost brought 
down the Israeli government, 
and Netanyahu, who savaged his 
rivals and kept his coalition tem-
porarily intact.

And Israelis? We’re neither 
winners nor losers, just partici-
pants and spectators in the fre-
netic events that have us careen-
ing like pinballs from corner to 
feverish corner.

Most of us just hope for a little 
normalcy with the goal of mak-
ing it to Hanukkah next week 
without another major crisis. 
The way things are going, it will 
indeed take a miracle.

Happy Hanukkah 
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Out of the fire and into the frying pan
from page 1

A Jewish Community Response,” 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 6, at 
the Jewish Community Center of 
the North Shore in Marblehead.

The event, which is free and 
open to the public, will provide 
information on what constitutes 
domestic abuse, the many dif-
ferent types of domestic abuse, 
how to recognize signs of it, and 
steps to take when it happens. 

Safe Havens was founded in 
1991 by Rev. Anne Marie Hunter, 
a United Methodist pastor from 
Marblehead. While working at a 
domestic violence shelter, many 
women talked about the abuse 
they experienced through a lens 
of faith. Clergy told them to 
“pray harder” or “turn the other 
cheek.” Hunter realized how 
many people look to their faith 
leaders and communities during 
times of personal crisis, and how 
vital it is that faith leaders know 
how to respond to victims safely 
and effectively. Since its found-
ing, Safe Havens has collaborat-
ed with other local and national 
domestic violence organizations 
to develop resources and train-
ings designed to educate faith 
leaders and faith communities, 
on how to prevent, recognize, 
and help victims of domestic 
violence, elder abuse, and sexu-
al abuse.  Safe Havens partners 
with community organizations 
to create culturally sensitive 
trainings designed to respond 
to their specific challenges 
and perspectives. According to 
Morse Katzman, domestic vio-
lence is an “equal opportunity 
offender” that transcends race, 
religion, class, ethnicity, and 
sexual orientation. That means 
it exists in the Jewish commu-
nity as well. 

According to Jewish Family 
Service of San Diego, one in 
four Jewish women experience 
domestic abuse. In addition, it 
reports, Jewish women tend to 

stay in abusive relationships for 
five to seven years longer than 
non-Jewish women.

“If you’re a faith-based per-
son, you’re thinking … ‘It’s my 
responsibility to keep shalom 
bayit [the Jewish religious term 
for domestic harmony] in the 
home, I don’t want to bring 
shame on my family, that would 
be a shonda [a disgrace],’” said 
Morse Katzman. 

To counter these trends, 
Safe Havens has teamed up 
with Jewish Family & Children’s 
Service of Boston, which runs a 
program called Journey to Safety 
that aims to prevent domestic 
violence in the Jewish commu-
nity. 

Safe Havens and Journey to 
Safety also have collaborated on 
the “Many Voices, One Message” 
campaign that brings togeth-
er Jewish clergy from across 
Massachusetts to take a stand 
against domestic violence. A 
mix of more than 115 members 
of the Jewish clergy from across 
the state signed a pledge (which 
can be found on the second 
page of this edition) that says, 
“We join together in saying we 
will not tolerate domestic abuse 
in the Jewish community.” 

On the North Shore, Rabbi 
Alison Adler of Temple B’nai 
Abraham in Beverly; Rabbi 
David Cohen-Henriquez of 
Temple Sinai in Marblehead; 
Rabbi David Meyer of Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead; 
Rabbi Michael Ragozin of 
Congregation Shirat Hayam 
in Swampscott; Rabbis Yossi 
Lipsker and Shmaya Friedman  
of Chabad of the North Shore; 
and Rabbi Richard Perlman of 
Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody 
have signed the pledge. In 
October, Safe Havens honored 
Journey to Safety with its 2018 
IMPACT Award for its services to 
the Safe Havens mission. 

2018 IMPACT Award honorees Elizabeth Schon Vainer, Stephane 
Campbell, and Elsa Bengel. 

Domestic violence
from page 10



DECEMBER 1
MERRIMACK VALLEY MVJF 
PREMIERE NIGHT presented 
by the Merrimack Valley Jewish 
Federation (MVJF). Enjoy a showing 
of the movie, ‘Sammy Davis Jr. I’ve 
Gotta Be Me!’ 7:30 p.m. The evening 
will include a champagne “Red Carpet” 
reception, and “It’s a Wrap“ dessert 
party. Participants are encouraged to 
come dressed in their finest “Rat Pack” 
attire. $36 per person. Order tickets at 
mvjf.org or by calling 978-688-0466 
by November 27. Temple Emanuel, 
Andover. 

DECEMBER 1 - 9
HANUKKAH WITH TEMPLE 
EMMANUEL Celebrate the Jewish 
holiday of Hanukkah with several 
events this December.  Families 
are invited to join the congregation 
during this festive season. Dec. 1:  
Wakefield’s Downtown Holiday Stroll 
will include an afternoon Hanukkah 
Sing-A-Long-exact time and place will 
be posted on Stroll’s program; Dec. 2 at 
10 a.m. - Sisterhood Hanukkah Brunch-

Meeting, donations of socks, scarfs, 
and mittens are appreciated; Dec. 2 at 
5 p.m. Wakefield Common Menorah 
Lighting for the First Night of Hanukkah; 
Dec. 7 at 7:30 p.m. - Hanukkah 
Shabbat service with Rabbi Greg Hersh; 
Dec. 8 at 9:30 a.m. - Tot Hanukkah 
Shabbat with Rabbi Greg; Dec. 9 at 
5 p.m. - Hanukkah Celebration with 
songs, games, latkes, and more. Bring 
your menorah for a special lighting. 
Temple Emmanuel, 120 Chestnut St., 
Wakefield. 

DECEMBER 2
ARABELLA STRING QUARTET, 
featuring Sarita Kwok, violin, Julie 
Eskar, violin, Ettore Causa, viola and 
Alexandre Lecarme, cello, performing 
quarters from Schubert and Ravel. Free. 
This concert is sponsored by the Saul 
B. and Naomi R. Cohen Foundation. 3 
p.m. Temple Emanuel, 385 Ward St., 
Newton.

PJ LIBRARY HANUKKAH 
STORY HOUR Join New England 
Yachad for a Chanukah party. Open to 
families with children ages 15 and under. 
All abilities welcome. Local artist Shira 
Moss will help us create craft projects 
with both new and recycled materials. 
Delicious latkes and jelly donuts. Contact 
Caryn Schiller at schillerc@ou.org or 
617-209-6799 ext. 102.

35th ANNUAL MENORAH 
LIGHTING ON THE BOSTON 
COMMON presented by Chabad 
of Downtown Boston, Back Bay, 
Beacon Hill and South End. 35th 
annual celebration of light and liberty 
on the Boston Common. The lighting 
of the New England’s tallest menorah 
at Brewer Fountain (next to the Park 
Street T stop on Tremont Street). 
Ceremony is Sunday, Dec. 2, and 
will include dignitaries, live Berklee 
music ensemble, warm beverages and 
Chanukah treats for children. Fun for 
the whole family. All are welcome. 4 – 
5 p.m. For more info, email Events@
ChabadDowntownBoston.org or call 
617-297-7282.

HANUKKAH PARTY WITH 
YACHAD AT TEMPLE SINAI 
Temple Sinai and Yachad team up for a 
Hanukkah party. Local artist Shira Moss 
will lead craft projects. Latkes and jelly 
doughnuts will be served. $10. RSVP@
yachad.org/newengland. 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. 1 Community Rd., Marblehead. 

CHANUKAH ARTS POP-UP 
Chabad of the North Shore introduces 
the North Shore Jewish Arts 
Collaborative. Classes and workshops 
in fine arts, dance and more art forms. 
Classes begin with a Chanukah Arts 
Pop-up day of workshops. Chabad 
of the North Shore’s new North of 
Boston Kosher Pizza Cafe will be open 
11 a.m. –  3 p.m. Classes offered: 
Hip Hop-Jewish Dance Fusion (ages 
5-9); Chanukah Still Life Painting (ages 
10-13); Introduction to Portrait Drawing 
(adults and teens). nsjewish.com. $25 
per student. All NSJ Arts classes and 
workshops are held at the Chabad Lynn 

Campus at 151 Ocean St., Lynn.

PRE-HANUKKAH FAMILY 
FESTIVAL with Chabad of the North 
Shore. Construct menorah, decorate 
doughnuts, olive oil workshop, games. 
Free and open with suggested donation 
of $10. 10 a.m.-12 noon. 151 Ocean 
St., Lynn. 

DECEMBER 3
SENIOR JAZZ AND LUNCH at 
the Jewish Community Center of the 
North Shore. All seniors are welcome 
to enjoy a live performance by the 
Insight Band and share a delicious 
complimentary lunch.  11 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m. 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

TORAH HUB OPENING NIGHT 
The Night of 100 Menorahs – celebrate 
the second night of Hanukkah together 
with the local community. Learn 
from local rabbis, enjoy refreshments 
and live music, and bring your own 
menorah to light. Free and open to all. 
Registration required. Contact Sara 
Ewing at sewing@jccns.com or 781-
476-9913. 7:30 pm. Temple Emanu-El, 
393 Atlantic Ave., Marblehead.

BEVERLY COMMUNITY 
MENORAH LIGHTING sponsored 
by Temple B’nai Abraham. Co-hosted 
with Chabad of the North Shore. Music 
with Marcy Yellin. 6 p.m. Beverly. 
Common, 31 Dane St., Beverly.

DECEMBER 4
LOBSTA TRAP MENORAH 
COMMUNITY LIGHTING 
with Temple Ahavat Achim. Join 
the community on the third night 
of Hanukkah for the Annual Lobsta 
Trap Menorah Community Lighting. 
5:45 p.m. Help to light one-of-a-kind 
menorah and enjoy some delicious 
latkes.This is a free event and everyone 
is welcome.

THE RASHI SCHOOL 
ADMISSIONS INFORMATION 
SESSION AND TOUR, a leading 
K-8 Independent School in Greater 
Boston offers families the opportunity 
to meet with Rashi teachers, parents, 
and students. Attendees will find out 
how the school’s inter-disciplinary 
curriculum nourishes student curiosity 
and why Rashi’s social justice program 
encourages critical thinking. To RSVP 
to the open house and/or program, call 
Adrien Khelemsky at 781-355-7316, 
email Akhelemsky@rashi.org or visit 
rashi.org/cm. 9:30 –11:30 a.m. 8000 
Great Meadow Road, Dedham.

CELEBRATE HANUKKAH 
WITH SHIRAT HAYAM Latkes, 
salad bar, crafts, dreidel games, and 
other Hanukkah activities. Bring your 
own menorah and 4 candles for the 
community menorah lighting. Bring 
nonexpired dairy food items for JF&CS 
Family Table. $10 per person or @20 
per family. Register by Friday, Nov. 30 
by noon at hanukkah5779.eventbrite.
com. 5:30 p.m. 55 Atlantic Ave., 
Swampscott. 

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA   |   781.289.3672
By Appointment   |   Entrance at Rear of House   |   Major Credit Cards

*Selected merchandise, prior purchases & special orders excluded

DISCOVER “our” Difference!

Extraordinary, Contemporary Clothing  
for Today’s Woman

To All Our Friends from Lauralee

Selma’sSince 1948
Selma’sFor the fi nest col lec tion of

CASUAL DA Y TI ME WEAR
to BLACK TIE PARTY WEAR

Beautiful Clothes 
for all Occasions!

We welcome you to the magnificent, 
newly refurbished Heritage Resort & Spa. 
Just 2 hours-10 minutes from Boston, 
this full-facility splendid resort in the picturesque 
Litchfield Hills of Northwest CT offers 
New England at its best. It is truly the 
quintessential destination for an unforgettable quintessential destination for an unforgettable 
Passover holiday. The haute cuisine offered
in a beautiful setting with music and shiurim 
to enrich your Pesach experience. 
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Contact us at: 
mendyvimholidays@aol.com 
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Glatt, Scholar in Residence

Creating memories 
on pesach 2019 
to cherish for  

A lifetime. 

 

45  y e a r s  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y

Week of Friday, Nov 30, 2018 through Thursday, Dec 6, 2018

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET (PG) 
Fri: (4:15), 6:45, 9:30

Sat: (11:10 AM), (1:40),  
(4:15), 6:45, 9:30

Sun: (11:10 AM), (1:40), (4:15), 6:45
Mon - Thu: (4:15), 6:45

FANTASTIC BEASTS: THE CRIMES
OF GRINDELWALD (PG-13) 

Fri: (4:00), 7:00, 9:50
Sat: (12:30), (4:00), 7:00, 9:50

Sun: (12:30), (4:00), 7:00
Mon - Thu: (4:00), 7:00

DR. SEUSS’ THE GRINCH (PG) 
Fri: (4:25), 6:30, 8:45

Sat: (11:30 AM), (2:00),  
(4:25), 6:30, 8:45

Sun: (11:30 AM), (2:00), (4:25), 6:30
Mon - Thu: (4:25), 6:30

PROSPECT (R) 
Exhibited in HD  

in our intimate, 18 seat screening room
Fri: (4:40), 7:20, 9:15

Sat: (12:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:15
Sun: (12:00), (4:40), 7:20
Mon - Thu: (4:40), 7:20

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD  

in our intimate, 18 seat screening room
Fri: 2:00 PM

Sat & Sun: 2:00, 6:30
Mon - Thu: 6:30 PM

Visit our website  
for other showtimes
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Looking Ahead
JEWISH BOOK MONTH - MEET THE AUTHOR

Promised Land by Martin Fletcher
Meet Emmy award-winner and former NBC News Bureau 
Chief Martin Fletcher, who will discuss his latest novel. 

The first of a trilogy, Promised Land is a sweeping saga about two 
brothers and the woman they both love – a devastating love triangle 
set against the tumultuous early years of the state of Israel.

Hosted by the Peabody Essex Museum.

3 p.m. $25 per person, includes reception and museum admission.
There will be an opportunity to view the new Empress of China’s 
Forbidden City exhibit. jccns.org.

December
16

Submit your Calendar listings 
to calendar@jewishjournal.org



Happy Hanukkah!
SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm  •  FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm

Luncheon Specials:  MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm

TEL 978-531-3366 | FAX 978-531-3060 | www.suchangspeabody.com

Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Fine Chinese Cuisine

373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Celebrate

with Shirat Hayam

Shirat Hayam’s  monthly  
musical Friday night service

Join us on December 7 for 
Holy Happy Hour Hanukkah

Tuesday, 
December 4 
5:30 pm 

Latkes, salad bar, crafts, 
dreidel games, and other 
Hanukkah activities!

Open to the community 
55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott, MA 01907 
781.599.8005 for more info

Bring your own hanukkiah  
and 4 candles for the  
community hanukkiah lighting 
Please bring nonexpired dairy food  
items for JF&CS Family Table.  

$10 per person or $20 per family
FREE with discount code CSH5779 Register by Friday, November 30 
by noon at hanukkah5779.eventbrite.com

5:30pm Happy Hour  
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat service
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DECEMBER 5
THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS AT 
THE MFA. Join the Museum for an 
evening of lively musical performances, 
engaging tours of the MFA’s collection 
of Judaica, art making and family-
friendly activities celebrating Hanukkah: 
The Festival of Lights. View a one-
of-a-kind menorah created by local 
artists Silvina Mizrahi, art educator and 
Spanish-language guide at the MFA, 
and Sean Clarke, owner of Diablo Glass 
School. 4 – 10 p.m. Free admission 
begins at 4 p.m. Museum of Fine Arts, 
465 Huntington Ave, Boston.

BIBLE’S GREATEST HITS 
THROUGH VISUAL MIDRASH 
Merrimack Valley Jewish Federation’s 
Artist-In-Residence Shirah Rubin will 
examine visual interpretations of the 
Tanach’s greatest hits, such as crossing 
the Sea of Reeds, receiving the Ten 
Commandments, the Book of Ruth and 
Moses’s last words to the Children of 
Israel as they enter the Promised Land. 
7 p.m.  For more information and to 
RSVP, go to mvjf.org. Osgood Landing, 
1600 Osgood S., Media Room, North 
Andover.

DECEMBER 6
CELEBRATING THE 5TH 
NIGHT OF HANUKKAH with 
Temple Emanuel. A light dinner featuring 
Hanukkah treats; candle lighting for the 
5th night of Hanukkah; bring your own 
hanukkiyah; Hanukkah sing-a-long with 
kids/adults choirs. Please bring a new, 
unopened and unwrapped gift to donate 
for a child in need. 6 – 8 p.m. RSVP by 
December 2nd at templeemanuel.com/
hanukkahcelebration. Temple Emanuel, 
385 Ward St., Newton.

DECEMBER 7
SHABBAT AND HANUKKAH 
DINNER with Temple Ner Tamid. 
Dinner and Shabbat service to honor 
Hebrew school students. Adults $18, 
kids (under 13) $10, family $48. RSVP 
by Dec. 4. Bring an unwrapped toy and/
or gift card for those in need. 6:30 p.m. 
368 Lowell St., Peabody. 

DECEMBER 7-8
HOLIDAY ARTISAN MARKET 
at King Hooper Mansion. A juried market 
of 20 local craftsmen and artisans 
selected for their high quality work will 
be set up throughout the King Hooper 
Mansion. Enjoy spirits tastings and live 
musical entertainment during the Friday 
night preview. Come do your holiday 
shopping and support local artists. Buy 
unique pieces you won’t find at the 
mall. 781-631-2608, marbleheadarts.
org. Friday, Dec. 7, 6 - 9 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 
8, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Marblehead Arts 
Association, 8 Hooper St., Marblehead.

DECEMBER 8
SALEM MENORAH LIGHTING 
WITH MAYOR KIM DRISCOLL 
Community is invited to the 7th Annual 
Salem Chanukah Party. Greetings from 
Mayor Kim Driscoll; doughnuts; latkes; 
hot apple cider; musical havdalah; Free 
Admission. 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Lappin 
Park, Washington St., Salem. 

BILL STAINES & KIM 
MOBERG The 34th season of Linden 
Tree Coffeehouse’s Smile Making Music 
continues with encore performances 
from Bill Staines and Kim Moberg. $20 
(those under 18 $10) Reservations 
and information: 781-246-2836, 
LindenTreeCoffeehouse.org. Linden Tree 
Coffeehouse at UU Church, 326 Main 
St., Wakefield. 

TEMPLE AHAVAT ACHIM 
HANUKKAH PARTY includes 
many different activities: 5:45 p.m. 
Lobsta Trap Menorah Lighting; 6 p.m. 
- Family Menorah Lighting; 6:15 p.m. 
- Kids Meal and Adult Buffet; 6:45 pm. 
- Klezperanto music and dancing. Great 
gelt giveaway raffle drawing; cookie 
decorating and dreidel games; Slivovitz 
tasting. $15/person | $40/family. 
Children under 5 free. Go to the website 
to buy raffle tickets and RSVP by Nov. 
30th taagloucester.org. 86 Middle St., 
Gloucester.

PJ LIBRARY HANUKKAH 
PARTY, HAVDALAH & DINNER 
Lappin Foundation and Temple B’nai 
Abraham invite families with young 
children to celebrate Hanukkah and 
Havdalah with stories, music, crafts, 
latkes and dessert.  5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Walk-ins are welcome.  This program 
is free and open to all. For more 
information or to RSVP, contact Phyllis 
Osher at 978-740-4404 or posher@
lappinfoundation.org. Temple B’nai 
Abraham, 200 Lothrop St., Beverly. 

DECEMBER 8-9
THE NUTCRACKER, presented 
by New England Ballet Ensemble. 
This is a professionally choreographed 
production featuring a large cast, 
colorful costumes, lively music and 
professional dancers for the Sugar 
Plum Fairy.  Dancers from several 
local dance studios are performing. 
2 p.m. Tickets $20 - $30. Visit 
newenglandballetensemble.com for 
additional information about the show or 
to purchase tickets online. Marblehead 
Veterans Middle School, 217 Pleasant 
St., Marblehead. 

DECEMBER 9
HANUKKAH CELEBRATION 
Celebrate the Festival of Lights with 
Congregation Dorshei Tzedek. Candle-
lighting and Hanukkah songs at 4:30 
p.m. (bring your own menorah and 
candles for lighting), followed by 
workshops, cooking, crafts, and text 
study. Concludes with latke dinner 
at 6 p.m. For more information, call 
617-965-0330. 4:30pm. dorsheitzedek.
org. Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, 60 
Highland St., West Newton.

ANNUAL CHANUKAH PARTY 
at Temple Shalom Emeth. A special 
feature this year is the collection of toys 
for immigrant children. The temple’s 
Social Justice Committee is asking 
people to donate new, unwrapped toys 
for children ages 3 to 13. Activities for 
children and adults will include face 
painting, the dreidel game, making 
dreidels, frosting cookies, coloring 
popsicle stick crafts, and foam and 
sticker crafts. For more information, call 
781-272-2351. 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 16 
Lexington St., Burlington. 

SHMOOZE AND NEWS Join 
JCCNS for an invigorating discussion 
about the biggest news stories of the 
month. Hosted by JCCNS Executive 
Director Marty Schneer. Free and open 
to all. Breakfast refreshments served. 
10:30 – 11:45 a.m. 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

DECEMBER 12
HEALTHY HOLIDAY & FAIR 
OPEN HOUSE Cohen Florence 
Levine Estates on Admiral’s Hill, part 
of Chelsea Jewish Lifecare, will  join 
together with Greater Lynn Senior 
Service to present a “Healthy Holiday 
Fair” Attendees will have access to free 
medical screenings, including blood 
pressure, fall prevention, nutrition, 
heart assessments and general health 
information.  An array of fresh, delicious 
and healthy snacks will be served and 
recipes to promote healthy eating will 
be distributed to all guests. 2 – 4 p.m. 
RSVP to 617-887-0826, or kdonnelly@
chelseajewish.org. 201 Captains Row, 
Chelsea.

MAKE HUMMUS WITH US! 
Join JCCNS for a presentation on Israeli 
and interactive hummus making demo 
with Michal Sella and Sapir Uzan, young 
Israeli ambassadors who are spending a 
year working on the North Shore as part 
of the CJP’s Shinshinim Program.  FREE 
and open to the community.  For more 
information please contact Sara Ewing 
at sewing@jccns.com or 781-476-
9913. 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

DECEMBER 13
OPEN HOUSE AT THE 
SOLOMON SCHECHTER 
DAY SCHOOL Meet members of 
Schechter’s faculty, staff and tight-
knit community. Visit classrooms and 
see Schechter’s rigorous academics, 
Hebrew language instruction and 
immersive Jewish life and learning in 

action. Learn more about Schechter’s 
transformative partnership for day 
school inclusion with the The Fred and 
Gilda Slifka Family Foundation. For more 
information or to RSVP, contact Shayna 
Fel at 617-630-4608 or shayna.fel@
ssdsboston.org. 9:30 a.m. 60 Stein 
Circle, Newton.

DECEMBER 13 – 16
GOLD N LIGHT Experience favorite 
and traditional Russian folk tales, 
characters and images as they come to 
life in one spectacular holiday-themed 
show. Gold N Light, is an original 
Theater Workshop production written 
and directed by Stacey April Fix. Tickets 
$15.For times, ordering tickets and 
information, go to: workshopartsinc.
org or contact TWSboxoffice@gmail.
com. Newbury Elementary School, 63 
Hanover S., Newbury.

DECEMBER 14
LUNCH AND LEARN Jewish 
Medical Ethics: Are They Really so 
Different than Secular Medical Ethics? 
“Living, Dying, Deciding” A talk with 
Dr. Emilie Kutash who will discuss 
medical ethics and how they differ 
when it comes to a secular vs. Jewish 
perspective. Life Issues, abortion, 
triage during medical disasters, genetic 
screening and engineering, organ 
transplants are only a few of the issues 
that call for radically different answers. 
11a.m. – 12:30 p.m. $12 on or before 
Dec. 11; $15 after. 781-631-8330. 4 
Community Road, Marblehead.

DECEMBER 16
REINVENTING RITUAL 
OBJECTS Merrimack Valley Jewish 
Federation’s Artist-In-Residence Shirah 
Rubin will study about Israeli and 
American artists who are imaginatively 
reinterpreting Jewish ritual objects.  
Featuring a recent exhibition at the 
Israel Museum called “To Go: New 
Designs for Jewish Ritual Objects” 
where artists from around the world 
were presented with a challenge: to 
create a collection of objects together 
with a case — essentially a travel 
set for a Jewish holiday or lifecycle 
event.  2:30 p.m. mvjf.org. Congregation 
Beth Israel, 6 Dundee Park, Suite 301, 
Andover.



REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street, Swampscott, MA 01907
781-581-1550       www.weaverortho.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME HEALTH CARE

Specializing in private duty home care  
for over 25 years • Fully insured

TONYA NASH
Hours: 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

781-775-7284
www.TopsPassionateHomeCare.com

TOPS PASSIONATE
PRIVATE HOME CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

Home Healthcare • Nurses • PT
Pharmacists • Transportation

Companionship • Handyman Services

877-406-4245
allhourshomehealth.com

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

HOME CARE
Keeping you safe, comfortable 
and independent at home.
Let us show you how we can 
help, no matter where you  
call home. Call us today!

781-691-5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

PRIVATE HOME HEALTH CARE

JM 
Private Home Health Care Services

Your Well-Being Is Our Priority
Over 10 years experience in the industry with good rates

JOHN MULINDE 
(Home Health Care Specialist)

Waltham, MA
pmayanja@gmail.com • 617-803-6183

PRIVATE HOME CARE

339-532-7214
Personal Assistance at Home
dignitycs@gmail.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

For ALL Your 
Home Care Needs!
Delivering Excellence in 

Home Care for Over 100 Years!

781-598-2454 
www.allcare.org

VNA
Hospice

Private Services

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

HEALTH
SERVICES
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Call Emile Griffith’s famous 
1962 championship win 
fighting Benny ‘The Kid’ 

Paret a tri-ethnic collabora-
tion. As Gordon Clapp (who 
played the lead detective on 
the acclaimed “NYPD” televi-
sion series) recently told the 
Journal, Howard Albert co-man-
aged and promoted the black 
boxer with trainer Gil Clancy. 
In fact, the New England-based 
actor offered, “I think Gil actu-
ally said that Griffith was run 
by an Irishman [Clancy] and 
a Jew [Albert.]” Now Clapp is 
playing Howie Albert, the Jewish 

garmento turned manager-pro-
moter, in Huntington Theatre 
Company’s Calderwood Pavilion 
area premiere of “Man in the 
Ring,” an award-winning 2016 
Michael Cristofer drama that 
Clapp calls, “a poeticized ver-
sion of Griffith’s life.”

Actually, Clapp explained, 
the play’s Albert is a composite 
of Howie and Gil. “I know that 
Michael has taken certain liber-
ties,” he admitted. Still, Clapp 
considered the part of Albert to 
be “a great supporting role.” 

“[Albert] ended up taking 
care of [Emile],” said Clapp. 
“The whole play framed around 
the day that Emile met Benny 
Paret, Jr. [Emile] basically tells 

his whole life story through his 
own memory.” 

That play contrasts a younger 
Emile, who is a would-be hat 
designer, singer and baseball 
player, with the older Emile, 
who is a six-time champion 
boxer in welterweight, junior 
middleweight and middleweight 
classes. It also moves between 
the pressure for Young Emile to 
marry, and his ongoing love for 
eventual partner Luis, whom he 
would ‘adopt’ at a time when 
same-sex marriage was prohib-
ited. At some moments, Young 
Emile embraces his sexual-
ity with joy and acceptance; at 
others, he fears he is possessed 
by the devil. After Paret hurls a 

homophobic slur at Emile right 
before a Madison Square Garden 
match, Griffith pounds him dur-
ing the 12th round. Paret dies 
ten days later. In fact, playwright 
Cristofer splits the legendary 
boxer into two roles: Emile and 
Young Emile. Clapp observed, 
“Sometimes [Howie’s] trying to 
guide Young Emile.” 

Albert, who was inducted into 
the New Jersey, United States, 
and International Boxing Halls 
of Fame, stuck with his fighters, 
and Griffith was no exception. 
Clapp explained, “[Albert’s] tak-
ing care of him, but he has to be 
sort of cold in the way he does 
that.” That coldness involves 
Albert’s approach to Griffith’s 
sexual orientation. “Albert was 
in denial about Griffith’s sexual-
ity,” said Clapp. “He said that 
part of his life could not be part 
of his boxing life. For Howie, in 
this world, a man is a man. He’s 
not intending to be cruel, but it’s 
a survivor thing.”

In addition to playing Albert, 
Clapp plays the announcer. 
Gifted actor John Douglas 
Thompson (Louis Armstrong 
in “Satchmo” and several title 
roles – Othello, for example – 
in Shakespearean tragedies) 
plays Emile, and Kyle Vincent 
Terry plays Young Emile. Victor 
Almanzar is Emile’s partner and 
caregiver Luis. Starla Benford 
plays Emile’s mother Emelda 
and Krystal Joy Brown his wife 
Sadie. Sean Boyce John has the 
role of rival boxer Paret. Richard 
Gatta has the silent role of ref-
eree Reuven ‘Ruby’ Goldstein, 
a past boxer who was once 
known as “Jewel of the Ghetto.” 
Michael Greif (“Rent,” “Dear 
Evan Hansen”) directs.

“Man in the Ring,” 
Huntington Theatre Company at 
Wimberly Theatre, Calderwood 
Pavilion, Boston Center for 
the Arts, through Dec. 22. 
Bostonscene.com.

Three ethnicities converge in ‘Man in the Ring’

Photo by T. Charles Erickson
Gordon Clapp as Howie Albert and Kyle Vincent Terry as Young Emile in “Man in the Ring.” 

Boxers Benny Paret and Emile Griffith, referee Ruby Goldstein.



NOTICES

Janet Bloom Schlein, 88, 
late of Beverly, passed away 
on November 23, 2018, at the 
Brudnick Center for Living in 
Peabody. She was the beloved wife 
of Herbert N. Schlein.

Born in New Haven, Conn., 
Janet was the daughter of Harry 
and Carrie (Isenberg) Bloom. She 
graduated from Simmons College 
in 1952 and married Herb days 
after her graduation. They were 
married for 60 years before Herb 
passed in 2013.

For 30 years, Janet worked as 
a school librarian for the Beverly 
public school system. She started 
at the elementary level and later 
“graduated” to Memorial Middle 
School. 

Janet co-founded the Beverly 
Chapter of the League of Woman 
Voters and was among the 
incorporators of what is now 

The Beverly Children’s Learning 
Center. She served as Treasurer 
of the Gloucester Sisterhood-
Hadassah and President of 
Simmons Class of 1952. She was 
the co-author of “The Jews of 
Cape Ann,” an oral history of the 
Jewish Community of Gloucester 
and Rockport. She was a longtime 
member of Temple Ahavat Achim 
of Gloucester. 

Janet is survived by her children 
Robert and Elizabeth Schlein, and 
Marilyn and Bobby Kramer, all of 
Beverly, and her grandchildren 
Ally, Corey, Maxine, and Nate. She 
is also survived by her brother 

David Bloom and his wife Nancy 
of Westport, Conn., and her three 
nephews and their families. Janet 
was predeceased by her son Harry 
in 1966.

Services were held on 
November 27 at Temple B’nai 
Abraham, Beverly. Burial followed 
at Sons of Abraham Cemetery, 
Cole St., Beverly. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be sent to 
the library at Beverly Children’s 
Learning Center, 550 Cabot St., 
Beverly (www.bclckids.org). For 
more information or to register in 
the online guestbook, visit www.
stanetskyhymanson salem.com.

Janet Bloom Schlein, 88, of Beverly

Family-owned and operated since 1933

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River MA 02720
10 Vinnin Street, Salem MA 01970

Peace of mind is priceless. Avoid crisis and provide 
comfort with  Advance Planning of final arrangements.

Call us today for a free Personal Planning Guide 
781-581-2300

If a death occurred yesterday... 
...what would your family be facing today?

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
CHEVRA MISHNA – 8 Lake Shore Road, Lynn, MA 01904

Serving the JewiSh CommunitieS of 
the north Shore for five generationS

Compassionate, Personalized Service 
for your Planning Needs

Selling plots at very affordable rates

Pre-plan your future needs with our traditional and 
interfaith options. Contact our management team:

prideoflynninfo@gmail.com  –  339-440-6312
No synagogue or temple affiliation required.

VISA and MC Accepted

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS

NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

P.O. Box 2104 (Workman’s Circle), Peabody, MA 01960
978-531-0606 ~ maplehillcemeterypeabody@gmail.com

www.maplehillcemetery.com
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Sylvia Thelma Shoer, 95, of 
North Hampton, N.H., former-
ly of Swampscott, passed away 
at her home on November 19, 
2018, surrounded by her family 
and devoted caregivers. Sylvia 
was born on October 7, 1923, at 
Swampscott Hospital. She raised 
her family with her husband Paul 
in Swampscott, until they retired 
to North Hampton in 1986.

Sylvia lost her father early in 
life, in 1941 when she was only 
18 years old. To help her family, 
she entered the workforce early, 
working as a civilian assistant to 
the commanding officer at Fort 
Dawes on Deer Island in Boston 
Harbor. One of Sylvia’s strongest 
memories of her service at Fort 
Dawes during World War II was 
going out on a balcony with her 
boss to wave to the troop ships 
as they left Boston Harbor for 
the war in Europe. She felt it was 

her duty to try to provide one 
last wave and smile to the boys 
heading into harm’s way.

Shortly after the war ended, 
she met her future husband, 
Paul. They were married in July 
of 1948 and spent the next 68 

years together, until his pass-
ing in February of 2016. While 
Sylvia came from a small fam-
ily, Paul came from a large one, 
and Sylvia found herself with 
nine brothers and sisters-in-law 
who became lifelong friends and 
family members.

Sylvia devoted herself to her 
children, grandchildren, and 
large extended family. She was 
equally devoted to her mother 
and sister from a very young 
age. Sylvia volunteered with 
Hadassah and the JCC of the 
North Shore over the years.

Sylvia was predeceased by her 
father Isadore Stone in 1941, her 
sister Myrtle Masow in 1986, and 
her mother Lena Feldman Stone 
in 1990.

She is survived by her son 
Larry Shoer and daughter-in-
law Emily Rose of Lancaster, 
their children Joseph Shoer and 

spouse Nicole Sharp of Denver, 
Colo., Leah Shoer and her spouse 
Nathan Strutt of Beaverton, 
Ore., and Rebecca Shoer of 
Silver Spring, Md.; her daugh-
ter Cindy Shoer and son-in-law 
Bob Johnson of Beverly, their 
children Eben and his spouse 
Kelley Johnson of Salem, Conn., 
active duty Coast Guardsman 
Lance Johnson of Sackets 
Harbor, N.Y.; and her son MJ and 
daughter-in-law Jennifer Shoer 
of Portsmouth, N.H., and their 
children Hannah of Portsmouth, 
N.H., Farmington, N.H., Police 
Officer Molly Shoer of Dover, 
N.H., and Noah of Portsmouth, 
N.H.

Funeral services were held 
on November 23 at Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
Salem, followed by internment 
at the Temple Sinai Cemetery, 
Danvers. 

The family is eternally grateful 
for the loving and devoted care 
provided to their parents, most 
notably by Janice McClary and 
Deb Griffin, along with the car-
ing staff of Extended Family. The 
family also wishes to acknowl-
edge the support and care of 
the staff of Rockingham Hospice. 
Our parents were able to live 
out their dream to remain in 
their retirement home until their 
passing thanks to these wonder-
ful individuals.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests that you consider a 
donation in Sylvia’s memory to 
Hadassah, Attn: Donor Services, 
P.O. Box 1100, New York, NY 
10268-1100 (http://www.hadas-
sah.org/ways-to-give/) or 
Rockingham Hospice c/o Exeter 
Hospital, 5 Alumni Drive, Exeter, 
NH 03833.

Sylvia Thelma Shoer, 95, of North Hampton, N.H., formerly of Swampscott

continued on page 16

BLUM, Celia A. (Waitzkin), 
100, – late of Cambridge. 
Died on November 24, 2018. 
Wife of the late Leonard Blum. 
Daughter of the late Freda and 
Joseph Waitzkin. Mother of 
Howard Blum, Sereda Blum, 
and Barry Blum. Sister of the 
late Abe Waitzkin. (Goldman)

GATEMAN, Eleanore Enid 
“E”  (Pinstein), 78 – late 
of Swampscott. Died on 
November 20, 2018. Wife of 
Jack Gateman. Daughter of 
the late Abraham and Sylvia 
(Lampert) Pinstein. Mother 
of Lori Gajewski and her hus-
band Michael of Swampscott, 
and William Gateman and 
his wife Jodi of Swampscott. 
Grandmother of Brian, 
Bradley, Brendan, Matthew, 
Nicolette, Taylor, and Tyler. 
Great-grandmother of Brooke, 
Benjamin, Grace and Aubrey. 
Sister of Howard Pinstein and 
his wife Rene of Jamaica Plain, 
and the late Joyce Harwood 
and Linda Hill. Sister-in-law of 
Samuel Gateman of Las Vegas, 
Nev., and Shirley Keselman and 
her husband Carl of Lexington. 
Aunt of many nieces and neph-
ews. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

GROSSMAN, Harriet Lee, 90 
– late of Swampscott, formerly 
of Lynn. Died on November 
27, 2018. Wife of the late 
Morton Grossman. Mother 
of Ellen Harris and her hus-
band Tom, Debbie Krasnow 
and her husband Todd, and 
Adam Grossman. Grandmother 
of Matt Harris and his wife 



KITCHEN & BATH  
SHOWROOM

Wholesale & Retail  
Plumbing & Heating Supplies

55 Alley Street, Lynn
781-592-0583

www.bourneufshowroom.com

Open: Monday – Friday 9 am-4 pm
Saturdays 9 – 12

Happy Hanukkah!Happy Hanukkah!

www.wjskouras.com
Call John: (978) 531-5545 

Fax: (978) 977-9982
Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Fully Insured

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
Residential  |  Commercial  |  General Carpentry

W. J. SKOURAS & CO. INC.

AT YOUR SERVICE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC

LOCH TILE
Your bathroom tiles look dirty,  
grout falling apart, leaking?
We can make it look like  
a brand new installation,  
repairing and regrout.

Please call or text me at 

781-504-3895
Lochtile.com

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

BAY STATE  
WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Now carrying 

Ready Made Curtains 
Selected items 25% OFF

Custom Draperies, 

Blinds, Shades & More!

Free Estimates & Installation

86 Tremont Street, Peabody

baystatewindowfashions.com

To advertise, call 978-745-4111 x140 or x150

They’re smarter than you think.
A1 has the best, most effective methods to  
get rid of mice, rats and rodents.

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com
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Claire, Elisha Harris, and the 
late Jordan Harris, and Rachel, 
Charlie, and Eric Krasnow. 
Daughter of the late Ethel and 
Charles Labovitz. Sister of the 
late Jack Labovitz. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

POLLACK, Lewis, 87 – late 
of Swampscott, formerly of 
Lynnfield and Saugus. Died on 
November 20, 2018. Husband 
of the late Cynthia Pollack. Son 
of the late Joe and Ruth Pollack. 
Father of Dr. Susan (Pollack) 
Cheloff and her husband Alec, 
and Dr. Charles Pollack and 
his wife Sherry. Grandfather 
of Hannah, Aviva, Abraham, 
and Cynthia. Brother of Melvin 
Pollack. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

SCHULTZ, Herbert E., 98 – 
Died on November 21, 2018. 
Husband of the late Eleanor 
(Miller) Schultz. Father of 
Barbara Leventhal and Linda 

Salsberry. Grandfather of 
Adam, Andrew, Justin, Brett, 
and Katie. Great-grandfather of 
Madalyn and Ava. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

SLOANE, Anita (Marshall), 96 
– late of Holyoke, Boca Raton, 
Fla., and Chestnut Hill. Died 
on November 20, 2018. Wife 
of the late James D. Cohen, 
and the late Nathan Sloane. 
Daughter of the late William and 
Rebecca (Freidman) Marshall. 
Mother of Laura (Cohen) Korn, 
of Stoneham, Deborah (Cohen) 

LaPierre and her husband David 
LaPierre of West Newbury, and 
Richard Cohen of Deland, Fla. 
Grandmother of Sarah Keenan 
of Amesbury, James LaPierre 
and his fianceé Desirae Boucher 
of Haverhill, and Rebecca 
LaPierre, Esq., of Bangor, 
Maine. Great-grandmother of 
Randall Blakelock of Amesbury, 
Alexander Blakelock of 
Revere, and Orrin LaPierre 
and Caydence Gatchell, both 
of Haverhill. Sister of Frances 
(Marshall) Karukin, and Max 
Marshall. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

Myrna (Rosenfield) Sparks, 
85, of Swampscott, entered eter
nal rest on November 22, 2018. 

Myrna was the beloved wife 
of Albert Sparks and the devot
ed mother of Lorri and George 
Kleiner, Joan and Richard 
Kessel, Debra and Douglas 
Stevens, and Amy Moran and 
William Kremer. She was the 
cherished grandmother of 
Jeffrey and Brooke Kessel, 
Bradley Kessel and his girlfriend 
Rebecca Cramer, Rachel Moran, 
and Matthew Moran. 

Myrna was born in Buffalo, 
N.Y., to Pearl and Lazarus 
Rosenfield. She attended Sim
mons College and graduated 
from Salem State College with 
a degree in education. On July 

5, 1952, she married Albert 
Bailey Sparks from Malden, who 
was the love of her life. They 
were very happily married for 
66 years. Time with her family 
was of the utmost importance 
to her. 

She was always very involved 
in the community with all her 
book clubs, and her love of the 
arts; she was a docent at the 
Peabody Essex Museum. She 
was a wonderful friend as well, 
with many of her close friend
ships lasting over 50 years. She 
was predeceased by her older 
brother Ronald. 

Services were held at Temple 
EmanuEl, Marblehead, on 
November 25. A private buri
al followed. In lieu of flow
ers, expressions of sympa
thy in Myrna’s memory may 
be donated to Mass General 
Development Office, Attention 
Carrie Powers, 125 Nashua St., 
Suite 540, Boston MA, 02114 
(please include “in memory of 
Myrna Sparks”). Donations will 
be put in a fund for lung cancer 
research. Or donations may be 
sent to Care Dimensions, Suite 
B102, 75 Sylvan, St., Danvers, 
MA 01923. For online condo
lences, visit www.goldma
nfc.com. Arrangements were 
handled by Goldman Funeral 
Chapel, Malden.

Myrna (Rosenfield) Sparks, 85, of SwampscottFrom page 15

Earlier this week, a top Israeli 
official urged the international 
community to rethink its dona
tions to UNRWA, the UN agency 
for Palestinian refugees, saying 
it should be shut down.

“Israel’s policy is to close 
UNRWA. They are the prob
lem, not the solution,” Deputy 
Foreign Minister Tzipi Hotovely 
said.

Hotovely spoke of the shift in 
U.S. policy on UNRWA over the 
past year, with Washington pull
ing its funding to the agency and 
demanding that it undergo a 
“fundamental reexamination.” 
Last year, the U.S. donated $350 
million to the UN agency.  

“Over the years, we have seen 
how instead of settling the origi
nal refugees, UNRWA has acted 
to increase the number of refu
gees, as it did when it automati
cally transferred refugee status 
from generation to generation,” 
Hotovely said.

“There is no parallel for this 
in the world, and it only per
petuates the [IsraeliPalestinian] 
conflict. After 70 years, why are 
there still Palestinian refugees, 
when it is clear to all that fewer 
than 100,000 Palestinians from 
the time of the [1948] War of 
Independence are still alive?”

Tuesday’s briefing was the 
first time that foreign ambassa
dors have been presented with 
the Israeli government’s alterna
tive model for aiding Palestinian 
refugees and their offspring, 
which Hotovely asked them to 

relay to their respective govern
ments.

“The Jordanian model, in 
which Jordan de facto natural
ized the refugees, is also the right 
model for Syria and Lebanon,” 
she said.

Hotovely’s statements were 
coordinated with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, who is 
also acting foreign minister.

Netanyahu has asserted in 
the past that the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency is actu
ally harming the Palestinians 
by perpetuating their status as 
refugees.

Also taking part in the brief
ing was former Labor MK Dr. 
Einat Wilf, coauthor of the 
book “The War for Return.” Wilf 
told the diplomats that ongo
ing Western support for UNRWA 
constitutes an obstacle to 
peace, as it is perceived by the 
Palestinians as implied support 
for their demand to “return” to 
Israel.

 – JNS.org
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ject to editing for style and space limitations. Obituaries can be 
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ther information, contact your local funeral home; call Andrew 
at the Jewish Journal at 978-745-4111 x174; or email andrew@
jewishjournal.org.

Top Israeli official:  
Close down UN agency

Center for Near East Policy Research 
Each year, Hamas trains thou-
sands of UNRWA students in 
warfare.



Lappin Foundation’s 2019 
Teen Israel Advocacy Fellows, all 
alumni of a teen Israel expe-
rience, meet monthly to learn 
advocacy skills necessary to 
be pro-Israel activists. Their 
November class was about the 
importance of a strong U.S.-
Israel relationship. 

Danielle Harsip, Boston 
area director of AIPAC, was the 
guest speaker. Harsip encour-
aged teens to connect with their 
elected members of Congress to 
further promote U.S. support for 
Israel. 

Graduation for the 2019 
cohort of Fellows will be held 
on Jan. 13 at 6:30 p.m. at Temple 
Ner Tamid in Peabody. Keynote 
speaker will be Jacob Baime, 
executive director of Israel on 
Campus Coalition, whose mis-
sion is to inspire American col-
lege students to see Israel as a 

source of pride and empower 
them to stand up for Israel on 
campus. Graduation is free and 

open to the community. 
Contact Sharon Wyner at 978-

565-4450 for more information.
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Store Closing SALE
(New location to be announced)

30 OFF
%NOW

EVERYTHING
In The Store!

(Even already reduced items!)

Savings up to 65%
Including Just Arrived Holiday Styles

427 Paradise Road Monday-Friday 10-6
Vinnin Sq, Swampscott Saturday 10-5
781-599-8829 Sunday 12-4

Karaoke on
Fridays and

Saturdays from
8:30 pm to
12:30 am!

ORDER ONLINE AT: 
www.fantasyislandsalem.com

516 Loring Avenue, Salem
Tel: (978) 745-1700 

Fax: (978) 740-9121

Happy 
Hanukkah!

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 
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Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                
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WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
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See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington Street, Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Free parking ~ Closed Saturdays

V EVENT PLANNING V

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

Call 978-356-2050
Book for the Fall/Holiday season

10% OFF!

V Corporate events V Weddings V 
V Private functions V

V Full Bar service available V

Customizable, Personal

THE PERFECT VENUE 
FOR YOUR EVENT

CONTACT US AT 781.273.1916 OR
PRIVATEEVENTS@CAFEESCADRILLE.COM

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ
BURLINGTON, MA
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KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise, contact 

lois@
jewishjournal.org, 

marcy@
jewishjournal.org, 

or call 978-745-4111.

Sagan Harborside Sotheby’s 
International Realty has moved its 
Marblehead office to One Essex 
Street. “We are excited to move our 
Marblehead office to this highly vis-
ible and convenient location. As the 
North Shore’s exclusive Sotheby’s 
International Realty agency, Essex 
Street is a perfect spot to welcome 
people to the heart of Marblehead,” 
notes President Phyllis Sagan.

“This historic corner has long 
been associated with real estate,” 
notes Partner Michael Cannuscio. 
“We are thrilled to open the win-
dow to Sagan Harborside Sotheby’s 
International Realty’s access to 
its media partners, auction cli-
entele and global network,” says 
Cannuscio. The Essex Street office 
in Marblehead is a modern and 
inviting space for Sagan Harborside International 
Realty’s 80 agents to welcome clients along with 
its updated Swampscott office located at 300 

Salem Street in Swampscott,” says 
Cannuscio.

“Our priority remains interacting 
with our clients and the commu-
nity in real time delivering excel-
lent client service and fostering 
lifelong relationships,” says Sagan. 
The Sagan Harborside Sotheby’s 
International Realty team invites 
you to stop by the Essex Street office 
and bring an item for a food drive to 
be donated to local charities during 
the holiday season.

“We strategically placed ourselves 
at this corner to be a convenient 
destination to help clients with all 
their real estate needs. We are com-
mitted to elevating the real estate 
experience and look forward to 
working with you,” says Cannuscio, 
who thanks neighborhood business-

es and local vendors for their warm welcome. 
For more information, visit saganharborside.

com.

Sagan Harborside Sotheby’s International Realty moves 
Marblehead office to historic corner

Phyllis Sagan

Lappin’s Teen Israel Advocacy Fellows graduation set for Jan. 13 

The Jewish Journal will print your news at no charge: birth 
announcements, engagements, weddings, job promotions, 

events and other simchas. Photos are welcome if space permits. 
Submissions are subject to editing for style and length. Send your 

news to the Associate Editor at wittner@jewishjournal.org.

Lappin Foundation’s Teen Israel Advocacy Fellows

Happy Hanukkah to all our  
readers, advertisers and donors!



Ханука – праздник древний 
и очень значимый в иудаизме. 
Ханука — замечательный 
еврейский праздник свечей, 
которые зажигают в честь чуда, 
происшедшего при освящении 
Храма после победы войска 
Иегуды Маккавея над войсками 
царя Антиоха в 164 году до 
нашей эры. 

Праздник начинается 25-го 
числа еврейского месяца 
Кислева (в этом году 3-го  
декабря) и длится восемь дней.

Вкратце история праздника  
такова. 

В 332 году до н.э. Иудея 
добровольно перешла 
под власть Александра 
Македонского, который 
придерживался политики не- 
вмешательства в религиозную 
жизнь евреев. После смерти 
Александра в 323 году до н.э., 
к власти пришла египетская 
династия Птолемеев, и 
последующее столетие прошло 
в состоянии относительной 
стабильности. 

Но в 175 году до н.э. власть 
захватил Антиох Епифан, при 
котором эллинизация евреев 
приобрела особо жесткие 
формы. Тора стала запретной 
книгой, соблюдение еврейских 
законов — серьезным 
преступлением, повсюду были 
установлены идолы. 

Антиох дал свое имя 
Иерусалиму, храмовые 
с о к р о в и щ а  б ы л и 
конфискованы, а сам Храм 
разграблен. В ответ в Иудее 

началось восстание под 
предводительством семьи 
Маккавеев. Повстанческая 
армия была малочисленна, 
плохо вооружена и 
подготовлена.  Возглавлявший 
армию Иегуда Маккавей, 
понимая это, избегал открытых 
сражений, не давая противнику 
возможности воспользоваться 
численным преимуществом. 
Нападая на отдельные отряды 
греков, повстанческая армия 
одерживала одну победу 
за другой. За три года она 
вытеснила завоевателей 
с территории страны и 
освободила Иерусалим.

По преданию,  поднявшись 
на Храмовую гору, евреи нашли 
в Храме масло для лампад, 
достаточное для поддержания 
огня лишь для одного дня. 

Однако, чудесным образом 
огонь в храмовой меноре горел 
целых восемь дней, в течение 
которых приготовили новые 
запасы освященного масла и 
Храм был освящен заново.

Восстание Маккавеев после 
этих событий продолжалось 
еще более 20 лет. Тем не 
менее, празднование победы 
Маккавеев было назначено на 
день освобождения Иерусалима 
и Храма. На протяжении всех 
восьми дней праздника принято 
зажигать свечи в ханукии в 
память о чуде, произошедшем 
в дни Хануки: в первый день 
зажигается одна свеча, во 
второй — две, и так далее 
до восьми. Еще одна свеча, 
называемая шамаш (букв. 

“служка”), предназначена для 
зажигания остальных свечей и 
зажигается во все дни праздника 
перед основными свечами. 

Ханукия ставится на 
подоконник, считается, что свет 
от ханукии рассеивает зло. 

Хотя в Вавилонском Талмуде 
и описывается только чудо о 
масле, было бы неправильно 
говорить, что в источниках, 
составленных еврейскими 
мудрецами, ничего не говорится 
о битвах, приведших к победе в 
войне и избавлению еврейского 
народа. Ведь, согласно 
еврейскому традиционному 
мировоззрению, победа и 
спасение евреев также являются 
чудесами, за которые нужно 
благодарить Вс-вышнего. 

К сожалению, иногда 
все восприятие Хануки 
сосредотачивается на чисто 
военном аспекте событий, что 
не Тора спасает, но лишь меч. 

Что можно сказать о таком 
взгляде? Он зачеркивает весь 
смысл победы Хануки и всей 
войны Маккавеев. Тора не 
против того, чтобы воевать за 
физическую свободу. Вожди 
народа, борющиеся против 
поработителей, заслуживают 
всяческого уважения и, 
конечно, о них необходимо 
помнить. Но чисто военные 
победы не заслуживают 
того, чтобы их увековечили 
особым праздником. Достойна 
увековечения лишь победа 
в войне духа. Поэтому наши 
Мудрецы постановили, что 
главное в праздновании 
Хануки - это зажигание свечей, 
поскольку важна не сама 
победа, а то, ради чего она была 
достигнута, – духовный свет, 
свет Торы.

Войны Маккавеев 
были эпохой возрождения 
национального сознания, 
происшедшее в те времена, 
и мы отмечаем сегодня 
продолжение этого 
возрождения, воспитанием 
наших детей. Кстати, само слово 
"Ханука" можно рассматривать 
как производное от хинух 
– "воспитание". Раньше во 
многих еврейских общинах 
был прекрасный обычай 
– руководители общины 
собирались и обсуждали 
системы обучения Торе детей и 
остального народа, ибо основа 
воспитания нравственности и 
духовности – это приближение 
детей к Торе. И еще у многих 
раввинов был обычай выходить 
в дни Хануки из своих городов, 
ходить по поселкам и деревням 
и учить народ Торе.  
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современный стоматологический центр

153 Lewis St., Lynn • 781-599-3553

доктор ИЛЬЯ ВАССЕРМАН, D.M.D.
и сотрудники офиса

поздравляют своих пациентов и друзей 

c Ханукой!

Atlantic Dental Association

   STAY WELL           БУДЬТЕ ЗДОРОВЫ!
оздоровитеЛьный центр в СэЛеме

поздравляет всех 
с Ханукой

• Комфортабельный транспорт до центра и обратно
• Медицинское обслуживание 
• 2-х разовое питание

• Русское телевидение 
• Экскурсии и поездки, концерты, танцы, хор
• Классы английского языка 

• Занятия по подготовке к экзамену на гражданство
• Библиотека и фильмотека
• Прогулки в парке, поездки в магазины

• Шашки, шахматы, бильярд, лото
• Кружки по интересам и др.
• Энергичный, жизнерадостный персонал

Сервисы покрываются страховкой Medicaid (MassHealth). 

Мы оформим все необходимые документы сами.
Приходите к нам и Ваша жизнь станет интереснее!

Звоните нам по тел. 978-825-0202

Michael Romanovsky, CIPS, CBR, RMM

Certify International Property 
Specialist. 

National Association of Realtors 
President's Liaison to Russian 
Guild of Relators 2009-2014

Broker/Owner
Your local and worldwide RealtorMgrGlobalRealty.com • mromanovsky@mgrglobal.com 

133 Broad St. Lynn • 781-581-7775

Теплые поздравления  с Ханукой 
всем  моим друзьям и клиентам!

Дорогие Друзья!
Совет Директоров Массачусетской

Северобережной Ассоциации
русскоязычных евреев «Хавейрим»

сердечно поздравляет вас
со светлым праздником Ханука

и желает здоровья, счастья и радости!

Виталий Смилянский ~ президент Ассоциации

Русская Хроника ~ Russian Chronicle
рекламно-информационный выпуск, том 43, номер 8

Редактор выпуска
Юлия Жорова
978-745-4111 доб. 172
yulia@jewishjournal.org

Jewish Journal/Boston North
27 Congress St., 

Suite 501, Salem, 
MA 01970

HELPING HANDS IN YOUR HOME 112 Market St., 3rd floor, Lynn • 781-592-7348
1050 Commonwealth Ave., Boston• 617-264-7100

SUBURBAN HOME HEALTH CARE

Поздравляет 
сотрудников и клиентов 
с Ханукой и желает всем 

здоровья и счастья!

Приглашаем на работу 
• Certified Home Health Aides

• Registered Nurses

• LPNs

Ханука – праздник света и победы духа

приглашаю в свой современный офис в Финансовом Центре Бостона
АTLANTIC AVENUE DENTAL GROUP, 
удобно расположенный вблизи от South Station и станции метро Aquarium. 

183 Essex St., Boston • 857-239-8386

Поздравляю всех своих 
друзей и пациентов 

с Ханукой
и желаю здоровья 

и счастья!

Дантист Наташа Векслер  

Royal Rehabilitation  and Nursing Center

781-848-3678 • 95 Commercial St., Braintree

Директор 
Русской 

программы
Елена 

Зелигер

Заведующая 
медицинской 
частью доктор 
Зинаида 
Левина

Сотрудники 
Реабилитационного 

Центра 
поздравляют всех 

своих клиентов 
и их близких c 

Ханукой!

In this week’s issue of the 
Journal’s Russian Chronicle, we 
wish our readers and adver-
tisers a happy and healthy 
Hanukkah. We also include a 
list of Hanukkah festivities in 
Boston and around the North 
Shore.

We feature a local Beverly 
artist whose personal exhi-
bition is now on view at the 
Rockport Art Association.

We also invite the communi-
ty to join Chaveirim, an associ-
ation of Russian-speaking Jews, 
on a trip to Foxwoods Casino.

English 
Summary

Русская Хроника поздравляет читателей,
рекламодателей и друзей с Ханукой!

Желаем здоровья и удачи, 
добра и света, 

любви и радости 
Вам и Вашим близким!
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DOCTOR VAL KOSTENKO D.M.D. PC

DOCTOR JULIA KOSTENKO D.M.D.
В нашем современно оборудованном офисе оказываются все 

виды стоматологической помощи для детей и взрослых

Поздравляем всех с 
Ханукой!

ACE DENTAL ASSOCIATES
74 Market St. • Lynn • 781-581-1411

Неотложная
помощь в

тот же день 

Мы предлагаем: 
• Йога
• Оздоровительные прогулки
• Посещения выставок, музеев, экскурсии
• Уход за волосами и ногтями в нашем
  салоне красоты
• Концерты и тематические вечера
• Вкусная и полезная еда

Все это и многое другое предлагает для 
Вас Центр BEST CHOICE! 

Здесь вам всегда рады и ждут вас. 
Сделайте лучший Выбор и  проВедите день С нами.

220 Lynnway, Revere • 781-289-9000

Культурно-Оздоровительный Центр 

BEST CHOICE  
поздравляет всех 

клиентов и сотрудников 
с Ханукой !

Rotenberg Team 
поздравляет всех друзей и клиентов с 

Ханукой!

781-956-2279    |  sima@rotenbergteam.com

NEW AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS
бывш. RUSSIAN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS 

поздравляет всех 
русскоязычных жителей 

Северного Берега 
с Ханукой!

330 LYNNWAY, SUITE 302, LYNN 
781-593-0100 rcamlynn@gmail.com

NORTH SHORE DENTAL ASSOCIATES
Paul Shteynberg, D.M.D.Simon Faynzilberg, D.M.D.

и сотрудники офиса

поздравляют 
своих друзей и клиентов

с Ханукой !

21 TREMONT ST., LYNN • 781-599-2260

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

СОТНИ ОБРАЗЦОВ 
МЕМОРИАЛЬНЫХ ПАМЯТНИКОВ

мы осуществаляем дизайн и непосредственное 
изготовление памятников 

в нашей мастерской без суб-подрядчиков

Обслуживаем Еврейскую Общину Северного Берега с 1890 года

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
CHEVRA MISHNA CEMETERY

8 Lake Shore Road, Lynn, Ma 01904

Предоставляем ритуальные услуги 
Еврейской Общине Северного Берега 

на протяжении пяти поколений
Предварительное планирование включает 

религиозные и светские похоронные услуги, 
продажа мест на кладбище по доступным ценам.

Менеджмент ответит на Ваши 
вопросы по тел. 339-440-6312 или 

по электронной почте 
prideoflynninfo@gmail.com

Принимаем к оплате VISA & MC

В прошлую субботу, 24 
ноября в Художественной 
Ассоциации Рокпорта 
открылась персональная 
выставка новых работ 
художницы Ольги Жерновской. 

“Color Transitions,” или 
“Цветовые Перевоплощения” 
назвала Ольга свою выставку. 
“Моя цель – представить 
мое любимое и самое яркое 
и живописное время года, 
–сказала художница. – Я 
надеюсь, что зрители получат 
ощущение праздника, обратив 
внимание как солнечный свет 
проникает сквозь листья и 
цветы, и испытают магическую 
силу осенней природы.”

Природа, с ее скрытой 
поэзией и музыкальнстью 
является и неиссякаемым 
источником вдохновения 
Ольги, и способом выражения 
ее мироощущения.

Работы Жерновской 
отличаются богатством 
и контрастом цветовых 
сочетаний, яркостью красок, 
насыщенной голубизной уже 
осеннего неба и еще яркими 
и теплыми тонами цветов и 
листьев. 

Выставка открыта до 7 
декабря. Адрес музея: Rockport 
Art Association & Museum, 12 
Main Street, Rockport. 978-546-
6604, rockportartassn.org.

Осенние краски 
Ольги Жерновской

Художники спасают природу 

Массачусетская  Северобе-
режная Ассоциация “Ха- 
вейрим” (MARSJ-NS 
“Chaveirim”) приглашает всех 
желающих принять участие 
в  автобусной  поездке в 
казино  FOXWOODS. Поездка 
состоится в воскресенье, 9 
декабря. Стоимость поездки  - 
$25 - для членов организации;  
$30 - для гостей. 

В стоимость включены:
•Проезд в комфортабельном 

автобусе
•Купон на бесплатный ланч 

в буфете
• Бонус на игру (при наличии 

ID)
• Чаевые  водителю автобуса
Отправление из Линна: от  

дома по адресу 130 Neptune 
Blvd. в 9 утра; от магазина 
“Гастроном”, 145 Broad St.  в 9:15 
утра.

Возвращение  в  Линн: 
ориентировочно в 7:30 вечера.

Информация и запись по 
тел. 781-593-7937 - Виталий; 781-
592-4012-Петр. 

Ханука в 
Бостоне и на 

Северном Берегу
В воскресенье, 2 декабря в 

Бостоне, на Boston Common  
начнется праздник света и 
свободы торжественным 
зажиганием первой свечи на  
самой высокой ханукии города 
(рядом с станцией метро Park 
Street на Tremont St.).  Угощения, 
выступления музыкантов из 
Berklee, подарки для детей. 
Начало в 4 часа. 

2 декабря Хабад Северного 
Берега приглашает всех на 
Ханукальный Семейный 
фестиваль, который будет 
проходить с 10 утра до 12 дня 
в помещении Хабада в Линне 
(151 Ocean St., Lynn). 

В программе праздника: 
“сделай и укрась” менору, игры, 
угощения и др. Дотация - $10.

В Еврейском Центре, JCCNS 
в Марблхеде (4 Community 
Rd.) 2 декабря, с часу до 3-х 
часов дня состоится  Hanukkah 
Hop. В программе, угощения, 
танцы, поделки, приготовление 
латкес и др. развлечения. RSVP 
Heather Greenberg at hgreen-
berg@jccns.com.

5 декабря, в Художественном 
Музее Бостона, Museum of 
Fine Arts, (465 Huntington 
Ave.), с 4 до 10 ч. вечера, будет 
проходить традиционный 
Праздник Огней.  В программе: 
музыка, экскурсии по богатой 
коллекции иудаики из фондов 
музея, поделки для детей, 
выставка менор бостонских 
дизайнеров. Бесплатный вход 
начинается в 4 часа. 

8 декабря, с 6:30 до 7:30 
в Сэлеме (Lappin Park, 
Washington St.) состоится 
7-е ежегодное празднование 
Хануки. Поздравления от 
мэра города, традиционное 
угощение, латкесы, пончики 
и горячий яблочный сидр, 
музыка. Праздник открыт для 
всех. 

16 декабря в 5 ч. вечера в 
Центре Макор состоится 
ежегодная Артистическая 
Ханука и фестиваль. В гостях 
- Злата Раздолина, популярный 
израильский композитор и ее 
группа “Еврейский Джаз”. Вход 
20. 384 Harvard St., Brookline. 
Заказ билетов: centermakor.org 
или по тел. 617-771-4870.

Хавейрим 
приглашает

В суботу, 17 ноября в сити холл г. Наханта проходил аукцион 
картин местных художников. Аукцион был организован 
сообществом Keep Nahant Wild and East Point Arts, в чьи задачи 
входит сохранить в неприкосновенности природу одного из самых 
красивых и живописных уголков Наханта, его Восточной точки, 
любимого места пейзажистов, исторического места и прекрасного 
вида на океан и Нахант.

Более 30 художников, включая Ольгу Жерновскую, Фреду  
Немировскую, Тамару Вольсфон представили свои работы.

Один из пейзажей Тамары Вольфсон был продан на этом 
аукционе. 

Доход от аукциона идет в фонд этой сообщества.
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TODAY’S MENSCHION: TODD LEVINE

Honorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
exceptional contributions close to home and around the world

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

Todd Levine, who owns Larry 
Levine’s in Peabody, is one 
of the few kosher butchers 

in Greater Boston. Levine grew 
up in Malden, and learned the 
kosher butcher business from his 
father, Larry. He has volunteered 
for different Jewish organizations, 
including serving as the president 
of Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody. 
Levine lives in Peabody with his 
wife, Simone, a pharmacist. They 
have two daughters, Allie and 
Hillary. 

A  A  A

Could you tell us about your 
upbringing, your parents/family 
and where you grew up?

I grew up on Harvard Street in 
Malden. My father worked as a butcher 
in the kosher meat industry. My 
mother worked in food service in the 
Malden Public School System. I attend-
ed Malden public schools, and my for-
mal Jewish education came from the 
Malden Hebrew School. My informal 
Jewish education was from my Bubbie 
and Zayde who lived the next street 
over from me. If I didn’t like what was 
being served for dinner in my house I 
could always ride my bike around the 
corner and Bubbie would make me 
something special. I played various 
sports and was in the band. I grew up 
in a multicultural neighborhood where 
everyone got along. There were three 
shuls within walking distance from 
my home in Malden. One of my fond-
est memories on the High Holidays 
was walking from shul to shul visit-
ing friends. My family were founding 
members of Congregation Beth Israel, 
the Orthodox Synagogue. 

Your dad started Levine’s. What 
kind of influence has he been on 
your life?

My father started Levine’s over 43 
years ago. One of his biggest influences 

on me was that family and hard work 
were needed to be successful in life. I 
saw how he treated his parents and rel-
atives, calling and visiting them often. 
The obvious influence, of course, was 
him teaching me the kosher meat and 
deli business. 

When did you first become  
interested in Judaism, and how 
did it influence you during your 
early years?

I became interested in Judaism 

at a young age. My family was very 
active in our synagogue and frequently 
attended services and all events. My 
mother was president of the Sisterhood 
of the Malden Hebrew School. I would 
frequently drive around to collect the 
tzedakah boxes in the neighborhood. I 
was the official coat checker for all the 
donor dinners the Sisterhood would 
have. I wasn’t the best student in 
Hebrew school, but many years later, 
when I became president of Temple 
Ner Tamid, my Hebrew school princi-
pal attended my installation. 

Why did you decide to become  
a kosher butcher?

I decided to join the family business 
when I was in high school. My parents 
would not let me enter the business 
full time unless I went to college. So 
I got an associate’s degree in culinary 
arts. My most difficult challenge was 
having to cook pork chops … When I 
entered the business, my favorite thing 
was being able to work with my par-
ents. I couldn’t get fired and I couldn’t 
call in sick. What could be better? My 
mother’s grandfather and father were 
also in the kosher food business. So 
that makes me the fourth generation.

What do you love about being  
a kosher butcher?

I like being a part of everyone’s 
life, whether it be for daily or Shabbat 

meals, Jewish holidays, simchas, and 
unfortunately we have other Jewish 
lifecycle events. After being in the busi-
ness for so long I have been fortunate 
enough to see many brisses, baby 
namings, bar and bat mitzvahs, and 
even weddings – not only on the North 
Shore, but all over New England. 

How has the kosher meat  
business changed over the years?

The kosher meat business has 
changed in many ways over the years. 
When I first started in the business 
we were just selling fresh kosher meat 
and poultry and delicatessen. As years 
have gone by, my father added cooked 
foods. I have taken it a step further and 
added full service catering known as 
Catering by Tevya. The types of kosher 
food products have vastly expanded 
over the years. A highlight of the year 
is when I attend the Kosher Food Trade 
Show in New Jersey to find all new 
products such as turkey bacon to imi-
tation crab meat to salmon gefilte fish. 

Tell us about your volunteer 
work. 

My volunteer work at Temple Ner 
Tamid is vast. I was on the Board 
of Directors, and then became vice 
president for six years, and president 
for two years. I was Men’s Club vice 
president, and then became president, 
USY volleyball coach, and also served 
on various committees such as youth, 
ritual, house and social. One of my 
biggest accomplishments was being 
on the temple’s 40th anniversary com-
mittee during which we surpassed our 
fundraising goal. I am honored also 
to be co-chair this year for our 60th 
anniversary which we will be celebrat-
ing this June. Outside of Temple Ner 
Tamid I am also on the board of direc-
tors for the North Suburban Jewish 
Community Center. 

What do you get out of  
volunteering? 

M:  Making a difference in people’s 
lives

E:  Enjoying the smiles on people 
when an event goes well

N:  Need of others helps make vol-
unteering worthwhile

C:  Creating memories and making 
new friends in the process

H:  Helping others 

What motivates you to make  
a difference in other people’s 
lives?

 I think my upbringing and involve-
ment in the Jewish community over 
the years motivates me to make a dif-
ference in people’s lives, whether it’s 
in what they plan to eat for dinner, or 
helping them with a special menu for 
their upcoming simcha. We also work 
with many different Jewish organiza-
tions on their needs – whether it be a 
temple, Hillel, CJP, Lappin foundation, 
NSJCC, AJC, USY and many others. 
We work together to come up with the 
perfect menu that fits the needs of the 
event. 

Todd Levine, with his family Allie, Simone, and Hillary.

Levine displays his kosher goods.
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TEMPLE AHAVAT ACHIM
Annual Lobsta Trap Menorah 
Community Lighting 
Dec. 4 at 5:45 p.m. 86 Middle 
St., Gloucester. 

We will light our one-of-a-
kind menorah and eat some 
delicious latkes. This is a free 
event and everyone is welcome. 
At 6, there will be a family 
menorah lighting. At 6:15, there 
will be a kid’s meal and adult 
buffet, and 6:45, there will be 
Klezperanto music and danc-
ing.

TEMPLE B’NAI ABRAHAM
Beverly Community Menorah 
Lighting
Dec. 3 at 6 p.m. Beverly. 
Common, 31 Dane St., Beverly.

Co-hosted with Chabad of 
the North Shore. Music with 
Marcy Yellin.

Ladies, Latkes, and Libations 
Hanukkah Party
Dec. 6 at 7 p.m. 2 Elm Top 
Lane, Beverly. 

Hosted by the TBA 
Sisterhood. Will include 
refreshments and candle light-
ing. RSVP to Erin at office@
tbabeverly.org.

CHABAD OF THE NORTH 
SHORE
Pre-Hanukkah Family Festival
Dec. 2 from 10 a.m.-12 noon. 
151 Ocean St., Lynn. 

Construct menorah, deco-
rate doughnuts, olive oil work-
shop, games. Free and open 
with suggested donation of $10.

Home Depot Menorah 
Workshop and Lighting
Dec. 2 from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
Home Depot, 92 Newbury St., 
Danvers.

Make your own menorah 
using Home Depot supplies! 
Children must attend with 
parents. Free event, but only 
70 spots are available. RSVP on 
jewishpeabody.com.

CHABAD OF PEABODY
Hanukkah Story Hour
Dec. 6 from 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Barnes & Noble, 210 Andover 
St., Peabody. 

Chabad Hebrew School 
director Raizel Schusterman 
will lead a special Chanukah 
story-time and sing-along.

TEMPLE EMANU-EL
Community Candle Lighting
Dec. 6 at 5:30 p.m. 393 Atlantic 
Ave., Marblehead. 

Community candle lighting, 
latkes, music, jelly doughnuts, 
and more.

JEWISH COMMUNITY 
CENTER OF THE NORTH 
SHORE 
Hanukkah Hop for all ages
Dec. 2 from 1 to 3 p.m. Gym 
of the JCC, 4 Community Rd., 
Marblehead. 

Food, dancing, holiday 
crafts, latkes making, and 
charity drive. RSVP to Heather 
Greenberg at hgreenberg@
jccns.com.
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.HAPPY HANUKKAH!
from

GOVERNOR CHARLIE BAKER
LT. GOVERNOR KARYN POLITO

Paid For By The Baker and Polito Committees

WARM WISHES FOR A 

HAPPY HANUKKAH
THE SWARTZ FAMILY       THE  SHALOM FAMILY

                          ~ Allison, Matthew & Jesse ~

Celebrate Hanukkah  
on the North Shore

continued on page 22A



Warmest Wishes  
for a Happy  
and Peaceful  
Hanukkah

Neil Donnenfeld
President,

Journal Board 
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Warmest Wishes  
for a Happy  
and Peaceful  
Hanukkah

Neil Donnenfeld
President,

Journal Board 
of Overseers

Campuses in 
Chelsea and Peabody

617-887-0001
978-471-5100 

www.chelseajewish.org

• Assisted Living and 
   Memory Support 
• Short-Term Rehab
• Long-Term Care
• Independent Living
• Adult Day Health
• Aging Life Care
• Home Care
• Hospice Care
• ALS & MS Specialized
   Care Residences

HappyChanukah!
WARMEST WISHES FROM YOUR 

FRIENDS AT CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE
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By Michelle Harris
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Hanukkah is just around 
the corner, and you 
may be scurrying 

around furiously to purchase 
the last of your family’s gifts.  
But have you thought about 
how else you and your family 
might celebrate this joyful holi-
day together?  

Hanukkah celebrations are 
a perfect way to experience the 
holiday while spending qual-
ity time with those you love.  
Here are eight ways to celebrate 
Hanukkah around the region 
this year.  

1. Menorah at the Mall – 
A Chabad of Peabody tradi-
tion, Menorah at the Mall is 
an all-out family Hanukkah 
party at the Northshore Mall 
in Peabody. The event fea-
tures a juggling, magic, and 
variety show by Greg Frisbee, 
along with latkes, doughnuts, 
crafts, and a Hanukkah raffle. 
The event is highlighted by 
the grand menorah lighting.  
Cosponsored by Yachad, this 
event is free and open to the 
public. Wednesday, Dec. 5 from 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. in front of J.C. 
Penney and the food court.  

2. Festival of Lights at the 
MFA – Join the museum for live 
musical performances, tours of 
the MFA’s collection of Judaica, 
art-making, and family friendly 
activities. See a one-of-a-kind 
menorah created by local art-
ists Silvina Mizrahi, art educa-
tor and Spanish-language MFA 
guide, and Sean Clarke, owner 
of the Diablo Glass School. 
This free event will take place 
starting at 4 p.m. on Dec. 5 at 
the Museum of Fine Arts, 465 
Huntington Ave., Boston.

3. Torah Hub – Participate in 
a study session on the second 
night of Hanukkah  with the 
local North Shore community. 
Attendees will explore a sec-
tion of the Torah while enjoying 
refreshments and live music.  
Bring your own menorah to 
light and get inspired. Monday, 
Dec. 3, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at 
Temple Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic 
Ave., Marblehead.

4. Run-a-Latke – Time 
to work off those latkes and 
doughnuts?  Join in the fun 
with a family-friendly 5K run 
at Chabad North Shore’s Eighth 
Annual Run-A-Latke event.  
Latkes and doughnuts await at 
the finish line and a limited 

edition running latke baseball 
shirt will be awarded to racers.  
Sunday, Dec. 9 at 11 a.m. at 
the Chabad Community Shul, 
44 Burrill St., Swampscott. $36/
runner or $72 for a family of 
four or more.  Free for non-rac-
ers.  Register at nsjewish.com.

5. Hanukkah Arts Pop-Up 
– Get those creative juices flow-
ing with this first-time program 
presented by Chabad of the 
North Shore. Participate in age-
appropriate events, including 
Hip-Hop Jewish Dance Fusion 
for ages 5-9; Hanukkah Still 
Life Painting for ages 10-13; 
and Introduction to Portrait 
Drawing for teens and adults. 
Sunday, Dec. 2 from 1 to 3 
p.m. Cost is $25 per student. 
At Chabad Lynn Campus, 151 
Ocean St., Lynn. Register at 
nsjewish.com.

6. Hanukkah Party, Hav-
dalah & Dinner – Families 
with young children can enjoy 
a special community celebra-
tion that will include stories, 
music, crafts, latkes, and 
dessert. The conclusion of 
Shabbat will be marked with 
a brief Havdalah ceremony. 
This free program is presented 
by Temple B’nai Abraham in 
partnership with the Lappin 
Foundation. Saturday, Dec. 8 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Temple 
B’nai Abraham, 200 Lothrop 
St., Beverly. No reservations 
required.

7. Hanukkah Community 
Day – Spend the evening in 
Boston celebrating Hanukkah 
at the Museum of Fine Arts. 
This free program will include 
art-making, music, Judaica 
tours, and other family-friend-
ly activities. View a one-of-a-
kind menorah created by local 
artists and enjoy a community 
candle-lighting.  Sponsored by 
the Jewish Arts Collaborative 
and Combined Jewish Philan-
thropies. Wednesday, Dec. 5 
from 4:30 to 10 p.m.  Museum 
of Fine Arts, 465 Huntington 
Ave., Boston.  

8. Menorah Lighting on 
the Common – Join Chabad of 
Downtown Boston for the 35th 
annual lighting celebration of 
New England’s tallest menorah 
(22 feet). The event will feature 
local officials, a live Berklee 
music ensemble, warm bev-
erages, and Hanukkah treats 
for children. All are welcome. 
Sunday, Dec. 2 at 4 p.m. Brewer 
Fountain next to the Park Street 
T stop on Tremont Street.

Eight fun ways to 
celebrate Hanukkah



By Rabbi David J. Meyer 

Here’s a question I’m 
asked from time to time, 
especially at this season 

of the year: Why is it our custom 
to use a “shamash” candle to 
light the Hanukkah lights, but 
we don’t use a “servant can-
dle” to light the Shabbat lights 
every week? In other words, on 
Hanukkah, we take a special 
candle to light the other can-
dles, and then that special one 
is attached to the menorah. But 
on Shabbat, there’s no need for 
a candle to light the other two. 
Why the difference in practice, 
and how did that come about?

The short answer is that the 
shamash, the ninth candle on 
a full Hanukkah menorah, was 
created by the rabbis to benefit 
the poor. 

The lighting of the Hanukkah 
lamps (originally, of course, 
burning olive oil rather than the 
candles we’ve come to associate 
with Hanukkah) is intended for 
a singular purpose: proclaim-
ing the miracle of the season. 
Some consider the “miracle” to 
refer to that one, small cruse of 
oil that burned for longer than 
naturally expected. Others con-
sider the military victory by the 
under-manned Judeans over 
the powerful Assyrian/Greek 
forces to be the miracle that 
we celebrate. But regardless, 
the Hanukkah lights proclaim 
the miracle, and are to serve 
no other use or purpose. As we 
read in the ceremonial ritual for 
lighting the menorah: 

“We light these lights for 
the miracles and the wonders, 
for the redemption and the 
battles ... During all eight days 

of Hanukkah, these lights are 
sacred, and we are not permit-
ted to make ordinary use of 
them, but only to look at them; 
in order to express thanks and 
praise to Your great Name.” 

Unlike the kindling of 
Sabbath candles, which likely 
originated from the need to uti-
lize their light during the night 
when kindling flame (or even 
flicking on a light switch) is for-
bidden, the Hanukkah lamps 
are not intended to be used – 
only to be viewed. But not so 
long ago, in a time before flick-
ing switches or even lighting 
candles, light after dark could 
be an expensive commodity. 

Many families needed to 
illuminate their homes at night 
in order to continue working – 
spinning pots, sewing clothing, 
reading, writing, or working on 
other business and household 
needs. Certainly, families with-
out the financial resources for 
both nighttime light for work-
ing AND lights that were not 
eligible to be used (only gazed 
upon) would have had to make 
the difficult choice between 
Hanukkah and sustenance. And 
because throughout the millen-

nia of our people’s history, pov-
erty and scarcity was far more 
often the norm often than the 
exception, it would be a wide-
spread problem that needed to 
be addressed.

That is why our sages of old 
invented the shamash, an extra 
candle on the menorah. It serves 
as something of a legal fiction, 
allowing us to declare in all sin-
cerity that it is by the light of the 
shamash, the servant candle, 
rather than the official lights of 
the Festival, that we are utilizing 
the menorah’s luminosity. With 
the invention of the shamash, 
families didn’t need to choose 
between Hanukkah or suste-
nance, between the light for our 
needs and the light proclaim-
ing the miracle of the Festival. 
They could work or entertain 
by the light of the menorah, or 
more precisely by the light of 
the shamash.

As we light our Hanukkah 
menorahs, passing the flame of 
the shamash onto the increas-
ingly numerous candles as the 
festival takes its course, we are 
urged to consider ourselves to 
be such a light. We are pressed 
by the flames to keep in mind 
the needs of the poor, the vul-
nerable, the needy, and the 
lonely in our midst. Whenever 
we share our own resources – 
our light – with those in need, 
we live up to the ideal expressed 
through the wisdom of our 
sages. That need and impulse 
are as vital today as they have 
been over the past 2,000 years. 

So this year, let us be the 
“servant candle.” We can be the 
source of light shared in plac-
es and with people where it is 
needed the most. 

Moadim l’simcha – Happy 
Hanukkah to all of our com-
munity!

Rabbi David J. Meyer is 
the spiritual leader of Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead.

Happy, Healthy Hanukkah

from

Bonny & Joel Weingarten
& Family

A Sweet & Happy 
Holiday Season!

From Roger & Elaine Volk

The entire Temple Sinai Family 
wishes you a Happy Hanukkah.

May you and your family find peace & hope 
in the rich traditions of this season.  

Rabbi David Cohen - Henriquez

Cantor David Aronson

Rabbi Emeritus,  Jonas Goldberg

Susan Weiner | Executive Director

Merle D. Hyman | President

1 Community Road, Marblehead MA  |  www.templesinaiweb.org  |  (781) 631-2763

  Hag Sameach

On behalf of  
the City of Salem,  

I would like to extend 
my warm wishes to  

the Jewish Community 
of the North Shore  

for a very  
Happy Hanukkah!!
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The menorah’s shamash reminds us to 
share the light where it is needed most



May your light continue to shine through 2019

Happy Chanukah
Much Love, Health, and Happiness

The Sontz Family
Becca, Brad, Sarah, Carly, Jack & Oakley

781-479-0979 
www.joygoldstein.net

joyoushouses@gmail.com

CRS, GRI, CBR

Wishing You  
A Joyous 

Hanukkah  
Filled with Love

Warmest wishes
for a happy and healthy 

New Year

GIBLEES
MENSWEAR

Located next to Ira Lexus, Route 114, Danvers

85 Andover Street, Route 114, Danvers
978-774-4080    www.giblees.com

Warmest wishes
for a joyous
Hanukkah

Wishing You  
Peace and Happiness

this Hanukkah!

Mayor Michael P. Cahill
City of Beverly

HAPPY HANUKKAH  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – NOVEMBER 29, 2018 5A

By Rabbi Yossi Lipsker

There is a peculiar midrash 
on the story of Noah and 
the flood about a king 

who fills his palace with adoring 
subjects who can’t speak. They 
still manage to praise the king 
with hand gestures. The king 
thinks to himself, wow – if sub-
jects who can’t speak can still 
display such devotion, imagine 
how much more love they would 
exhibit if they could speak? The 
king is shocked at how quickly 
the new “talking” subjects turn 
the tables on him. They don’t 
praise him at all, instead they 
declare the palace to be theirs, 
and announce that there isn’t 
even a king; they then proclaim 
themselves as kings. The old 
subjects are quickly reinstalled 
in the palace. 

The jarring metaphor 
unfolds. The subjects, who lack 
speech, but praise nonetheless, 
are the oceans of the world at its 
earliest stage. The waters praise 
G-d, the king; roaring out their 
tribute with crashing waves. 
“Ahh,” says G-d, “If the waters, 
lacking any self-perception, 
can still manage to acknowl-
edge me so intensely, then how 
much more meaningful the 
praise would be coming from 
beings, filled with a sense of self, 
equipped with the very same 
language used to form them in 
the first place. They would lyri-
cize my existence with a whole 
new level of coherence.” 

Though the metaphor doesn’t 
indicate any requirement of a 
shift on the part of the king, 
when introducing “talking” sub-
jects, the old subjects are simply 
“replaced” – we do see that shift 
when it comes to the creation 

narrative. If G-d wants beings 
who can praise him from a place 
of self, he has to withdraw his 
all-encompassing presence and 
grant it to them. This forms the 
basis for the mystical idea of 
“Tzimtzum” – or the self con-
cealment of G-d’s presence. 

G-d is “shocked” at how 
quickly mankind turns the 
tables on him. They don’t praise 
him at all. To the contrary. The 
selfhood they have been grant-
ed as a result of the scaling back 
of the supreme source of “self,” 
fills them with the illusion of 
true separateness. 

What does he do? He brings 
back the water! He “floods” out 
human consciousness, beings 
that are separate enough to 
praise, but not independent 
enough to rebel. 

In the end though, he sees 
through his own divine machi-
nations. The loneliness of G-d 
requires more than staged devo-
tion. Knowing that he can’t have 
it both ways, and yet still desir-
ing the thrill of true recognition, 
by a being that feels itself, he 
accepts the risk of rejection. 

Of the flood, Tzimtzum, 
mikvah and Hanukkah

continued on page 22A

Happy Hanukkah



Congregation agudas aChim ~  
ezrath israel

“A SmAll, Friendly, egAlitAriAn CongregAtion”
245 Bryant St., Malden, MA 02148
tel 781-322-7205 • fax 781-322-1670

aa-ei.org • cong.aaei@verizon.net

 Wishing Everyone
 A Happy Hanukkah!

Paula Sack, President

Wishing you a healthy, happy 
 and prosperous New Year

CONGREGATION
TIFERETH ISRAEL
8 Pierpont Street, Peabody, Massachusetts 01960

SEPHARDIC
Chartered February 15, 1922
President Elliot HershoffElliot Hershoff, President  •  Joanne Pressman, Soloist

Chanukah Greetings
from

Follow me on             … Jessica Schenkel, Realtor … I will lead you home

Wishing you the light of faith,
the warmth of home,

and the love of family and friends.

Happy Hanukkah!

Jessica Schenkel, Realtor
CRS, GRI, CBR, ASR, LMC, SRES

339.206.3302
“Everything I touch turns to SOLD!”
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By Rabbi Richard Perlman

I can recall a time many years 
ago when I had made an 
appointment with a car deal-

ership in order to purchase a new 
vehicle. While it was the closest 
dealership that sold the make 
and model SUV that I wanted, 
the dealer had a reputation for 
having immaculate polished 
floors, exquisite chandeliers, and 
expert salespeople who would 
make the usually difficult car 
buying experience as pleasant as 
possible.

I recall and will never forget 
that I arrived on time, opened 
the glass doors to the showroom, 
and walked in. The shiny cars 
on the floor were very impres-
sive to me. I can also recall that 
something very important was 
amiss. What was wrong was what 
was missing. I recall wondering 
to myself, “Where are the other 
customers, salespeople, or even 
a receptionist?” The door clearly 
said the dealership was open, 
but here I was, all alone. Even 
though the model I wanted was 
nowhere to be seen, it was fun 
looking at the various vehicles 
that were on display.

Finally, I heard footsteps. 
Happy to finally see someone, I 
reached out my hand. The per-
son ignored my hand and said, 
“I’m sorry but we are having a 
sales meeting right now. Can you 
come back later?” Had this been 
a dollar store, that would have 
been fine, but this was a high-
priced, luxury automobile deal-
ership and I had an appointment. 

While I said nothing, I left and 
gave the SUV order to a differ-
ent dealership, one that under-
stood the value of the individual. 
Because this first dealership put 
themselves first, they lost me 
as a customer and as a good 
reference. If the gentleman had 
shaken my hand and said some-
thing like, “Welcome. Please have 
a seat and someone will be with 

you shortly. Would you like a cup 
of coffee?” I would have been 
happy to have stayed.

As Jews, we are a “Kingdom of 
Priests.” Whatever we do, wher-
ever we go, everyone looks at us 
and judges all Jews by our indi-
vidual behavior. Maybe we are 
not selling anything, but the way 
we live as mentors of the mitzvot 
drives how we are judged.

Hanukkah is almost here. This 
is a festive occasion set aside 
for us to celebrate in our homes 
with our families and friends. 
We are not to put Hanukkah on 
display, since its purpose is to 
remind each of us that we are 
to rededicate our inner selves 
to our G-d and to Judaism. We 
are to light a personal spiritual 
fire deep inside; a spiritual fire 
that shines through and warms 
everyone with whom we interact.

Unlike the dealership that 
featured its immaculate polished 
floors, exquisite chandeliers, and 
a reputation it could not live up 
to, Hanukkah reminds us of our 
personal responsibility to live as 
mentors of the mitzvot in what-
ever we do, wherever we go.

Our community is a shining 
light. Sadly, we have recently 
been forced to come together 
to mourn the loss of lives taken 
by hate in Pennsylvania, in 
California, and in other areas. 
My prayer is that we, as a people, 
will continue to lead by example 
and show the world – Lo yisa 
goy el goy cherev. Lo yilmedu od 
milchama … Nation shall not lift 
sword against nation. Let them 
never learn the ways of war (or 
hate) again (Isaiah 2:4).

What a beautiful prayer for a 
Hanukkah Miracle, a miracle of 
Shalom for all. Let us shine the 
light, be considerate of others, 
and unite as one.  

From our house to your 
house, have a Happy Hanukkah.

Rabbi Richard Perlman is the 
spiritual leader of Temple Ner 
Tamid in Peabody. 

Hanukkah’s message:  
We are mentors of the mitzvot

jna dj

To Hasmoneans 
everywhere:

from
Bob and Martha Rose



Wishing
You A
Happy

Chanukah
from your friends at

Paid for by The Committee to Elect Lori Ehrlich

Representative Lori Ehrlich and Family

Warm and Joyous Wishes for 
A Happy and Healthy 

HANUKKAH

Cozy up to your
 Chanukah lights …
  Dispel the darkness.  
   Lynn (Nehorah Li) Nadeau
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A 2,200-year-old golden ear-
ring was discovered at the City 
of David’s archaeological exca-
vation just outside the walls of 
the Old City of Jerusalem, shed-
ding light on life in the city after 
it was conquered by the Greeks.

The rare artifact depicts the 
finely crafted head of a horned 
animal and delicate filigree 
work, and is believed to date 
back to the second or third cen-
tury BCE, a period during which 
the Temple was the center of 
Jewish life, but the region was 
controlled by the Greeks and 
a significant percentage of the 
Jewish populace was influenced 
by Greek culture and beliefs.

During the time period to 
which the earring is believed to 
be connected, Judea was a semi-
autonomous Hellenistic vassal, 

first under the rule of Ptolemaic 
Egypt from 301 to 198 BCE, and 
then under the Seleucid Empire, 
after Antiochus III conquered 
Jerusalem. Shortly afterwards, 
Jews who were not Hellenized 
ultimately took part in the 
Maccabean Revolt of 167 BCE, 
which is commemorated in the 
Hanukkah story.

According to Professor Yuval 
Gadot of Tel Aviv University, co-
director of the Givati Parking Lot 
excavation, the find is the first 
earring discovered in Jerusalem 
from the Hellenistic period, 
found in an early-Hellenistic-
period building deep inside the 
dig.

The earring is now on display 
at the City of David center. 

– JNS.org

2,200-year-old earring 
found in Jerusalem 
excavation

RHEA SIMON
Vocalist & Pianist

Specializing in 
Jazz, Show Tunes,

Jewish & Israeli Music

Best Wishes
for a

Happy Hanukkah!

H (978) 685-6464
C (978) 857-9989

Happy Hanukkah!
Please support the Jewish Journal

Send your donations to: 
The Jewish Journal

P.O. Box 2089
2 Margin Street, Salem, MA 01970

Happy Hanukkah 
from the Staff of the Jewish Journal



200 East Lothrop Street   •   Beverly, MA   •   978-927-3211   •   TBABeverly.org 
Rabbi Alison Adler   •   Ken Hartman President   •   Deborah Schutzman Executive Director

May this holiday  
season  bring us all 
light through love,  
friendship and  
acts of kindness.

HAPPY  
HANUKKAH!

Temple Ner Tamid
368 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA 01960

978-532-1293 • 978-532-0101 (fax)
office@templenertamid.org

www.templenertamid.org
www.tamidschool.com

Wishes Everyone
Happy Chanukah

Rabbi – Richard Perlman
Cantor – Stephen Abramowitz
President – Adele Lubarsky
Religious School Director – Susan Sugerman
Synagogue Administrator – Beth K. Hoffman

 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL  
393 Atlantic Avenue 

Marblehead, MA 01945 
781.631.9300   

www.emanu-el.org 

 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL  
WISHES YOU A  

RADIANT  HANUKKAH  
FILLED WITH  

LIGHT ~ JOY ~ PEACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 

David J. Meyer 
Rabbi 

 

Brian Lewis  
President 

 

Judith Emanuel  
Executive Director 

 

Liz Levin 
Temple Educator 

 

Jon Nelson 
Music Specialist 

David J. Meyer
Rabbi

Claudia Kaufman
President

Jaime Friedman
Executive Director

Jon Nelson
Music Specialist

MgrGlobalRealty.com • mromanovsky@mgrglobal.com 
133 Broad St. Lynn • 781-581-7775

Michael Romanovsky, CIPS, CBR, RMM

Happy Hanukkah! 
May happiness, love and 
light  brighten  your home.

                            ~ Galina & Michael Certify International Property 
Specialist. 

National Association of Realtors 
President's Liaison to Russian 
Guild of Relators 2009-2014

Broker/Owner
Your local and worldwide Realtor
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By Rabbi Alison Adler

The Monday after 11 Jews 
were murdered in the 
Tree of Life Synagogue 

in Pittsburgh, just as morning 
minyan was letting out, a neigh-
bor and his young son stopped 
by Temple B’nai Abraham in 
Beverly. They brought us home-
made, heart-shaped cookies 
and a card expressing their con-
cern for their Jewish friends.  

That same week, as in con-
gregations across the country, 
our sanctuary also was filled 
during a vigil and Shabbat ser-
vices.  Faith and political lead-
ers, our chief of police, friends, 
neighbors, and people of good 
will came to provide comfort 
and support to their local Jewish 
community.  

An increase in violence and 
hate-mongering already had 
caused so much fear and suf-
fering amongst groups of vul-
nerable or targeted people. This 
outpouring of compassion and 
action helped lift many of us out 
of the darkness and despair into 
which we had been sinking.  In 
addition, as many of my Beverly 
Multifaith Coalition colleagues 
emphasized, this was also a 
moment that proved how much 
relationships matter, and how 
we can turn up for each other.  

This is a time to celebrate 
Hanukkah miracles, when a 
small band of rebels defeated 
a great army, and a cruse of 
oil lasted for eight days. While 
the Torah includes accounts of 

plagues and the parting of a sea, 
the later Hanukkah story tells of 
a very different kind of miracle – 
just the kind to inspire us today.

The Sefat Emet, a Hasidic 
commentator who lived dur-
ing the 19th century, writes “…
when God performed a miracle 
for our ancestors, they would 
be sustained by it for some 
period of time. When the light 
of that miracle vanished, God 
would have to perform another 
for them.”  He is referring to 
those grand miracles recount-
ed in the Torah. He continues, 
“Since God hasn’t done any fur-
ther big miracles, it therefore 
stands to reason that we’re still 
being sustained by the light of 
the Hanukkah miracle.” 

In other words, if we need-
ed another major miracle, God 
would give us one; since God 

hasn’t given us one, we must not 
need it. Well… we might beg to 
differ as we look at history and 
the world today.  However, note 
that Hasidic texts have layers of 
meaning.  

The Sefat Emet adds that 
the Hanukkah miracle has the 
power to sustain us until the 
Messianic Age, when the work 
of healing the world will be 
complete.  Why is this particu-
lar miracle the one to keep us 
going?

It’s a human-sized miracle.  
It’s something we can repro-
duce, lighting our small, bright 
flames against the literal and 
metaphorical darkness, increas-
ing light day by day. The part-
ing of the sea and the plagues 
were all God.  But the hope it 
took to rekindle the menorah in 
the Temple in Jerusalem was a 
human leap of faith. 

That is why it’s the miracle 
that’s going to keep us alight 
and alive: it’s the miracle we cre-
ated. This is the miracle we need 
to hold onto if we are going to 
continue acting to bring light 
into darkness in our own time.   

When we kindle the 
Hanukkah lights, let’s sit with 
them, take in their light and 
their brilliance, and contem-
plate the miracles they repre-
sent. 

Let us recall the faith and 
courage our people have had, 
generation after generation.

Let us give thanks for the 
acts of courage and kindness we 
have seen in the past year.

May we continue to work to 
build relationships, and to be 
there for each other, because 
that is the antidote to fear and 
hate.  

And may our faith and sacred 
teachings inspire us to bring 
about a better world based on 
love, kindness, and justice.

There indeed is something 
miraculous about having hope, 
and about being human, and all 
we can accomplish together.

My family and I wish you all 
a light-filled holiday, with much 
joy and inspiration. Happy 
Hanukkah.

Rabbi Alison Adler leads 
Temple B’nai Abraham in 
Beverly. 

The miracle of Hanukkah keeps us alight and alive 



By Rabbi David Kudan 

Friends, as we gather with 
our children, dear ones, 
and community on this 

festival, it is well for us to seek 
special meaning in each flame, 
just as we seek to see each per-
son as unique and possessing 
unique qualities. The readings 
here are meant to be read with 
young and old on each night 
of Hanukkah, and perhaps to 
encourage discussion of how 
each of us may fulfill the prom-
ise of Hanukkah: Rededication 
to that which is most sacred and 
affirming in our lives.  Wishing 
all a very joyous Festival of 
Lights. 

New Readings For The Eight 
Nights Of Hanukkah  5779 

First Night:
This is the candle of Home 

and of Love.  Let us give thanks 
for the light we shed on our fam-
ily members and our dear ones 
as we speak words of kindness 
and show appreciation to one 
another.

Second Night:
This is the candle of Torah.  

When we say, “Torah Orah,” we 
describe Torah as light, a symbol 
of knowledge.  May this light 
encourage us to study and to be 
open to learning something new 
every day of our lives.

Third Night:
This is the candle of Liberty.  

The Maccabees fought for 
the right to practice our reli-
gion in freedom.  May this light 
encourage us to hold fast to our 
traditions as we fight for the 
rights of all people to seek an 
end to oppression. As our Torah 
teaches, “You shall proclaim lib-

erty throughout the land, and to 
all who dwell in it.”  

Fourth Night:
This is the candle of Courage:  

We need strength to face the 
darkness around us, to be brave 
in meeting our personal chal-
lenges and overcoming the 
obstacles that stand in our way. 
As Moses said to Joshua, “Be 
strong and of good courage!”

Fifth Night:
This is the candle of Fairness. 

A good society must provide jus-
tice for all and treat each person 
with compassion.  Our tradition 
teaches us to “seek justice and 
pursue it.”  May we work to pro-
vide food, shelter, and fair treat-
ment to everyone.  

Sixth Night:
This is the candle of Faith. 

May the candles we light on this 
night renew our faith in our fel-
low human beings, and in our 
ability to reveal sparks of God in 
every act of goodness.

Seventh Night:
This is the candle of Holiness. 

Holiness means that we choose 
to be the best we can be.  The 
Jewish people were commanded 
to be a holy people, and to be 

a light to all the nations of the 
world.  

Eighth Night:
This is the candle of Shalom. 

May these candles inspire us to 

create wholeness and healing in 
the world around us. May God’s 
light shine upon us and bring us, 
our dear ones, our community, 
and our entire world, the bless-

ing of peace.  

Rabbi David Kudan is the 
spiritual leader of Temple Tiferet 
Shalom in Peabody. 

Wishing you & your loved ones 

A Joyous Hanukkah 
Filled with good health, 

happiness & peace.

Team Zabar-Shulkin Realtors®

Hope Zabar Catherine Shulkin
781.479.0555 • Cell: 617.281.2116 781.859.0158 • Cell: 781.710.4261
hope.zabar@sothebysrealty.com catherine.shulkin@sothebysrealty.com

May the Chanukah lights fill  
your home with health and  
happiness. Chag Sameach!
M A R B L E H E A D, M A  |  E P S T E I N H I L L E L . O R G  |  7 8 1 . 6 3 9 . 2 8 8 0

 
 

Happy  
Hanukkah

from 

The York Family

www.yorkford.com

The Weisberg Family
wishes all their customers & friends

a Happy,  Healthy Chanukah
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Eight glowing thoughts for the eight nights of Hanukkah



WARM HANUKKAH WISHES
During Hanukkah, we dedicate ourselves to bringing light into the world. When we come together to care for 

each other and take action, our community’s light shines even brighter here in Greater Boston, in Israel, and 

around the world. May this Festival of Lights bring you joy. 

Combined Jewish Philanthropies | cjp.org

Wishing you and your family 
a joyous  Hanukkah

Representative Dan Cahill 
Lynn

Have a  
Happy 

Hanukkah!
From

Ted Bettencourt
Mayor

City of Peabody
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YAt the Western Wall, a 
menorah is lit each night on 
Hanukkah. 

YIn the 2nd century BCE, 
the brave Maccabees recaptured 
the Holy Temple in Jerusalem 
from the Greeks. The first thing 
they did was light the golden 
menorah. They found only one 
jar of oil, but it burned miracu-
lously for eight days. Today we 
light a menorah for eight days 
to recall this miracle, and to be 
inspired by its message. 

YIn Israel, you can still visit 
the caves that the Maccabees 
hid in.

YAround 17.5 million oily 

jelly donuts or sufganiyot are 
eaten during Hanukkah, com-
memorating the miracle of oil.

Y The word Hanukkah 
means “dedication.”   

YSpinning the dreidel was 
originally done by students ille-
gally studying the Torah. When 
Greek soldiers would make a 
surprising raid, students would 
pretend to play a gambling 
game with their dreidels. 

YHanukkah is celebrated 
for eight days, even though the 
miracle of the oil was only seven 
days. This is done to teach us 
that everything in the natural 
world is really a miracle caused 
by God. 

YThroughout Hanukkah, 
each menorah burns through 
44 candles.

YThe menorah in the 
Holy Temple was gold. The 
Maccabees lit one made out 
of wood. Your menorah can be 
made out of any material, any 
size. 

YHanukkah is not the 
Jewish Christmas. There is no 
significance to giving gifts dur-
ing the holiday. But there is a tra-
dition to give money to children 
as an incentive to learn Torah 
(Hanukkah also comes from the 
Hebrew word “hinuch,” or “edu-
cation.”)

– Aish.com

Fun facts about Hanukkah



Happy
Hanukkah!

from
Rhonda and John Gilberg

and Family

75 Market St., Lynn  • 781-598-5555
254 Humphrey St., Marblehead  • 781-631-2854

www.brotherhoodcreditunion.org
NCUA

MSIC

Best Wishes for
a Happy Hanukkah

Equal
Housing
Lender

www.rashi.org/events

Happy Chanukah
from all of us at

The Rashi School

HAPPY HANUKKAH!
From 

Alan Pierce,  
Judson Pierce

& Daniel Napolitano

Happy Hanukkah
from
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By Rabbi Nechemia 
Schusterman

 

It is interesting that Chanukah 
falls at a time of year when 
(for those of us on the East 

Coast) often there is snow. It 
is a time when the chill of the 
winter starts to seep deep into 
our bones.

It’s a time when you want 
to cozy up to the fireplace, or 
put on something warm, drink 
something hot, and just leave 
the cold outside, while remain-
ing warm inside.

Chanukah, our most widely 
observed holiday, reminds us 
to not be selfish with our light, 
our heat, our warmth, and to go 
outside and share the warmth 
with the world. While Chanukah 
is a Jewish holiday, its universal 
message of light over dark can be 
extended to all. As a small flame 
can brighten up a large area of 
darkness, as did the small band 
of Maccabees conquer the large 
army of the Hellenist Greeks, so 
too our small act of light and 
warmth can brighten up and 
warm all those around us.

Locally, and nationally, the 
deep frigid feel of anti-Semitism 
has reared its ugly head again. 
The biting air of anti-Semitism is 
freezing on our faces: On a large 
scale in Pittsburgh, in Europe 
it is ever present, and locally it 
has arrived in the form of hate 
symbols and swastikas in area 
schools.

You just want to curl up and 
hide away, and get out of the 
cold and into a warm and safe 
space. Perhaps if I put on a coat 
and warm my innards, hide my 
Jewish identity, not display my 
Jewishness to the outside, the 
bitter chill of hate won’t touch 
me! I will be safe and protected 

from the disturbing elements.
There are two basic reasons 

why we should not be in dark-
ness or denial on Chanukah:

1. Those who hate Jews don’t 
care if you look Jewish, observe, 
and practice Judaism. They hate 
that you exist. They hate Jews 
wherever they are and however 
they exist.

2. When you hide away, you 
give them the win. They cele-
brate when you go underground 
and into hiding. Rather than 
hide from our Judaism, we need 
to lean into our Judaism.

We are blessed to live in a 
country that has allowed for 
the best possibilities for Jews 
since the beginning of our peo-
ple (save perhaps, during the 
times of King Solomon and the 
Temple).

Chanukah has a unique fea-
ture that is unique to this holi-
day. It is called pirsumei nissa, 
which means publicizing the 
miracle. Now, there is more 
than one miracle in the story of 
Chanukah.  There is the miracle 
of the oil burning for eight days 
instead of one that we all know 

about. There is the lesser-known 
story, referenced above, of Judah 
the Maccabee, whose small 
army vanquished the large army 
of the Greeks.

Yet the mitzvah to publicize 
the miracle is not about the 
military victory, it is about the 
lights. Why focus on only half 
the story? Why do you see pub-
lic menorahs and lightings (see 
northshorechanukah.com for a 
full listing) everywhere, but we 
don’t see any victory scenes or 
reenactments?

There are many answers dis-
cussed by our sages, but today 
I will offer my own explanation 
based on the teachings of the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe of righteous 
memory.

The victory of a Jew is more 
than just a physical victory. It is 
a spiritual and emotional and 
psychological victory.  To win a 
war is critical, but there is, sadly, 
always another one after it. The 
fuel (pun intended) that ener-
gizes us to keep on battling is 
the spiritual victory. That is bet-
ter represented in the miracle of 
the oil.

This year, today, is our 
Chanukah moment. We need to 
find our inner oil and go out 
and anoint it and show it to the 
world – loud and proud. Our 
lights are bright, and no amount 
of hate will extinguish them.  
Not only will we not hide inside 
but we will go out to the world 
with our light, and truly be a 
light unto the nations. Not just 
conceptually, but literally.

#Sharethelights
Wishing all a happy, light, and 

bright Chanukah!

Rabbi Nechemia 
Schusterman is the director of 
Chabad of Peabody. 

Sharing the light with the world



By Rabbi Steven Lewis

When I met my wife, I 
learned that her fam-
ily used the same tune 

for their blessings over Shabbat 
candles and Hanukkah can-
dles. I expect many families do 
the same. They don’t just mix 
the tunes: People often con-
fuse the distinctive meanings 
of Shabbat and Hanukkah can-
dles. But this distinction can 
teach us a lot about the mean-
ing and practice of Hanukkah. 

Shabbat candles are sup-
posed to increase the joy of 
Shabbat: they illuminate a 
joyful meal and provide light 

for studying. Meanwhile, 
Hanukkah lights are an end 
in themselves (at least for the 
first half hour). They are not for 
any practical use; instead, their 
majestic glow reminds us of the 
Hanukkah miracle.

The other important differ-
ence is that Shabbat candles 
are lit inside the home, while 
Hanukkah candles tradition-
ally are placed at or outside 
the doorway in order to remind 
us of the miracle. According 
to Talmud Shabbat (21b): “The 
Sages taught: It is a mitzvah to 
place the Hanukkah lamp at 
the entrance to one’s house on 
the outside. If he lived upstairs, 
he places it at the window adja-
cent to the public domain.”

Chabad-Lubavitch publi-
cized this Talmudic distinction 
when they began lighting large 
hanukkiot in public 45 years 
ago (mah gadlu!) As I was writ-
ing this column this week, I 
learned that a front window 
of Chabad in Peabody was 
shattered by a BB gun pellet. 
I was again reminded of the 
challenging realities of this 
moment in American Jewish 
life. Our community feels vul-
nerable after the shootings at 
the Tree of Life synagogue and 
an increase in anti-Semitic 
incidents. Sadly, this sense of 
vulnerability is nothing new for 
Jews. The above Talmud pas-
sage continues: “And in a time 
of danger, he places it [the cha-
nukiah] on the table and that is 
sufficient.”

And so this Hanukkah, we 
ask ourselves: is this a time of 
danger? Is 5779 the year we 
move our hanukkiot indoors? 
Last year, congregants at my 
synagogue felt we should 
refrain from building our out-

door fourteen-by-ten-foot-
wide lobster-trap hanukkiah 
because they were afraid it 
would provoke attacks and 
vandalism. We did not, but this 
year, after Shabbat Va-yera on 
October 29, there is an even 
greater sense of danger. But 
in our community across the 
country, a powerful sense of 
solidarity exists alongside that 
fear. At Temple Ahavat Achim, 
we invited the wider commu-
nity to our musical Kabbalat 
Shabbat service the Friday 
after the shooting. The capac-
ity of our sanctuary is 280, but 
roughly 400 people attended 
the service. While this solidarity 
is powerful and healing, tough 
questions remain. We want to 
express our Judaism, and we 
want to feel safe from hostility 
and violence. Those two desires 
are coming into conflict. How 
do we move forward?

As I said to the large crowd 
who joined us for that Kabbalat 
Shabbat, the name of the syna-
gogue, Tree of Life, comes from 
a verse in Proverbs (3:18): “It is 
a tree of life for those who grasp 
onto it, and whoever holds onto 
it is happy.” A midrash connects 
the phrase, “those who grasp 
onto it” to a similar phrase in 
the Book of Exodus (4:4). At the 
burning bush, Moses expresses 
his fear that the people of Israel 
will not believe him or his mes-
sage of liberation. In response, 
God turns Moses’s staff into a 
snake so terrifying that Moses 
flees before it. Then there is a 
test: “The Lord said to Moses, 
‘Put out your hand and grasp it 
by the tail.’” (By the tail!) Surely, 
Moses understands that there 
is no surer way to be bitten by a 
snake than to grab it by the tail. 
But he overcomes his fear: “He 
[Moses] put out his hand and 
seized it, and it became a rod in 
his hand.” The snake-turned-
staff in Moses’s hand becomes 
the symbol of his power.

In this moment, I hope we 
do not just experience danger 
and a desire to flee from it. I 
hope we will also have courage 
to overcome fear, and reach out 
in faith. As we contemplate the 
lights of Hanukkah, and medi-
tate on the miracle of the tri-
umph of the few over the many, 
and the righteous over the 
wicked, may we be strength-
ened in courage and faith to 
overcome our fears, and create 
a more redeemed world. 

Rabbi Steven Lewis is the 
spiritual leader of Temple 
Ahavat Achim in Gloucester. 

Wishing you a meaningful Passover 
from Fara  and Jay Goldberg & Spire Investments

spireinvest.com

from Fara and Jay Goldberg & Spire Investments

Wishing you  
a Happy  
Hanukkah

Happy Hanukkah!

We are a FULL service establishment and  
will cater to ALL your Holiday and Party needs!

Follow us on      @vinninliquors; like us on      facebook.com/vinninliquors

Think of us when preparing to celebrate
We have a great selection of Kosher wines now in stock

371 Paradise Road, Swampscott • 781-598-4110 

SHOP US NOW ONLINE
VINNINLIQUORS.COM  

FOR IN-STORE PICKUP, DELIVERY OR SHIPPING!

VINNIN LIQUORS

The Slavet-Levine Team …

“YOUR GOAL … 
OUR GOAL!”

Maggie Slavet 413-222-0362
Mitch Levine 781-883-6460
Mary Levine 781-883-6460

Wish our friends, 
neighbors, clients 

and customers  
the joys and gifts 
this season brings.

May “All”  
your holidays  
be HAPPY!
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Grasping the snake by the tail: 
Hanukkah in a time of danger



Save $10  
on purchase 

of $59+*
code: JEJO1231 | 

expires: 12/31/2018

45 Enon St., Beverly • 978-927-3120
919 Lynnfield St., Lynn • 781-593-1888

7A Bourbon St., Peabody • 978-536-7010

Wishing our extended 
community a Happy Hanukkah 
and a bright season of lights!

JCCNS, 4 Community Road, Marblehead, MA |  781-631-8330 | JCCNS.ORG

From your friends 
at the JCCNS

781-956-2279 
www.rotenbergteam.com

Sima and Sam from Rotenberg Team 
wishing all our clients, family and friends 

a Happy Hanukkah 

 Sima@rotenbergteam.com Sam@rotenbergteam.com

Wishing you a warm and 
wonderful Hanukkah 
filled with love, peace 
and happiness!

Fred & Kathy Cohen and family

Wishing all a Joyous and 
Fruitful Holiday Season

Linda  and  John  Smidt
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By Mollie Katzen
JNS.ORG

Below are some ideas for 
how to freshen up your 
Hanukkah table without 

intruding on your latke loyal-
ties. How about switching the 
toppings? You can always have 
the usual applesauce and sour 
cream on hand, but consider 
adding some intrigue and savory 
twists – in addition to sneak-
ing in vegetables, herbs, nuts, 
and olive oil – to the options 
on the menu. Add some len-
til soup and a green salad, and 
your Hanukkah celebration will 
be colorful and compelling.

Chimichurri

Chimichurri is the “national 
sauce” of Argentina, and is also 
common in Honduras and other 
Latin American countries. It’s a 
complex green paste, similar to 
a pesto, but contains a greater 
variety of herbs and a tart taste 
from the presence of vinegar. 
Chimichurri is normally served 
with roasted or grilled meat or 
fish, but it’s also delicious on 
cooked potatoes and vegetables, 
pasta, grains, and sandwiches. 
It’s also a terrific dab of flavor for 
latkes – either directly on top, 
or as a green dollop on the sour 
cream.

* This keeps for a week or two 
if stored in a tightly lidded con-
tainer in the refrigerator.  Just 
use as needed, as you would any 
condiment.

1 cup (packed) minced cilan-
tro

¼ cup (packed) minced 
parsley

¼ cup minced scallions
1 tablespoon minced fresh 

oregano (or 1 teaspoon 
dried oregano)

1 teaspoon minced or 
crushed garlic

Big pinch of cayenne
2 tablespoons red wine  

vinegar
¼ teaspoon salt
6 tablespoons extra-virgin 

olive oil

Place the cilantro, parsley, 
scallions, and oregano in a food 
processor, and mince very finely. 

Add the garlic, cayenne, vinegar, 
salt, and process to a paste, with 
the food processor running until 
everything is fully incorporated. 
Drizzle in the oil at the very end. 
Transfer to a tightly lidded con-
tainer and refrigerate until use.

Yield: About 2/3 cup
Preparation time: 10 minutes

Red Pepper-Walnut 
Paste

Based on the Middle Eastern 
sauce called muhammar, this 
delicious paste is simultane-
ously pungent, slightly hot and 
sweet. I make it often and keep it 
around for many uses: as a top-
ping for pilafs and other cooked 
grains, for spreading on pizza, 
toast, crackers, and sandwiches, 
and as a dip for cooked or raw 
vegetables.

I also love it on latkes.

* This keeps well for at least a 
week if stored in an airtight con-
tainer in the refrigerator.  In fact, 
the flavors deepen over time.

* For a California twist, you 
can use almonds in place of the 
walnuts.

2 heaping cups lightly toast-
ed walnuts

2 to 3 medium cloves garlic
One 12-ounce jar roasted red 

peppers, drained
1 tablespsoon cider vinegar
2 tablespoons fresh lemon 

juice
¼ teaspoon ground cumin
1 teaspoon honey or agave 

nectar
1 teaspoon salt (or to taste)
Black pepper and cayenne 

to taste

Place the walnuts and gar-
lic cloves in a food processor 
and pulse until they are finely 
ground, but not yet a paste. Cut 

the peppers into chunks, and 
add them to the food processor, 
along with the vinegar, lemon 
juice, cumin, and honey. Process 
to a fairly smooth paste, then 
transfer to a bowl, and season 
with salt, pepper and cayenne. 
Cover tightly and store in the 
refrigerator.

Yield: 3 to 4 cups
Preparation time: 10 minutes 

(after the peppers are roasted)

Chipotle Cream

Chipotle chilies are smoked 
dried jalapenos. They most 
commonly come in cans, 
packed in a vinegar preparation 
called adobo sauce. A little bit 
of canned chipotles-in-adobo 
goes a very long way, both in 
terms of its heat and its power-
ful smoky essence. In this sauce, 
sour cream and/or yogurt create 
a soothing, luxurious vehicle for 
the chipotle flavor.

* Serve this wherever it seems 
appropriate – on any egg dish, 
with beans, rice, cornmeal prep-
arations, or drizzled onto soups 
– or on latkes.

1 cup sour cream or yogurt 
(or a combination)

½ to 1 teaspoon canned 
chipotle chilies, finely 
minced

Place the sour cream and/or 
yogurt in a small bowl and whisk 
until smooth. Whisk in ½ tea-
spoon minced chipotles, and let 
it sit for about 10 minutes, so the 
flavor can develop. Taste to see 
if it needs more chipotle paste, 
and adjust, as desired. Store in a 
tightly covered container in the 
refrigerator. Bring to room tem-
perature before serving.

Yield: 1 cup
Preparation time: 5 minutes

Spice up Hanukkah with new latke toppings



By Rabbi David Cohen-
Henriquez

One of the most essen-
tial commandments of 
Hanukkah is called pir-

sum haNes, the public proc-
lamation of the miraculous 
events we celebrate on these 
days.

When possible, the meno-
rah is placed in a window or 
elsewhere in the home so it can 
be seen from the outside.  This 
custom is especially prevalent 
in Israel, where people hold 
public menorah-lighting cer-
emonies and the entire country 
is full of candles, bright with 
the celebration of the Festival 
of Lights. 

It is about sharing the mira-
cle with everybody. Hanukkah 
is about making all of us wit-
nesses: in history, in collective 
memory and in acts of faith. It 
even calls out to the struggling 
Jew or the dormant Jew inside 
many of us, like flashing head-
lights waking our attention, 
reminding us to be proud of 
being part of this courageous, 
eternal people.

Greater than a longer-last-
ing jar of oil, and mightier 
than a successful war against 
all odds, the greatest miracle 
of Hanukkah is that it is still 
observed after thousands of 
years. The existence of the 
Jewish people today – to have 
survived against all odds and 
brutal opposition throughout 
time – is the greatest miracle we 
can witness today. 

However, as citizens of the 
modern world, we hide our 
identity sometimes, most 
of the times, or at least are 

very cautious not to exhibit 
it so frequently in public. On 
Hanukkah, that pride and spirit 
is publicly shown, in an almost 
rebellious fashion, as if our 
inner Maccabee flashes his or 
her light and reminds every-
body around that we are the 
bastions of the great legacy of 
being helpers in casting away 
the darkness from this world. 

On Hanukkah, we are all High 
Priests and Priestesses, kindling 
our sacred menorahs and mak-
ing each Jewish household the 
very own Temple in Jerusalem. 
By saying the Hanukkah bless-
ings, we help bring purity and 
peace to the world. We show 

who we are. To have survived to 
this day, and that we persevere 
against the odds, against the 
enemies that rise in every gen-
eration, is the recurring miracle 
of Hanukkah. Each candle we 
kindle each night is a testimony 
to perseverance, to committing 
to our ideals and our tradition 
and collective memory, bring-
ing light to the world in times of 
darkness.

The blessing of the candles 
for Hanukkah says: She asah 
nisim la-avoteinu ba-yamim 
ha-hem ba zman ha-ze, or, 
“Who performed miracles to 
our ancestors, on those days, 
in these times.” There lies the 
essence of Hanukkah. Those 
days and these times, those 
times and these days, they 
are the same times. May we 
become aware of the histori-
cal inspiration that these dates 
bring, and may we continue 
multiplying and publicizing the 
greatest miracle of all: our pres-
ence on this world.

Rabbi David Cohen-
Henriquez is the spiritual leader 
of Temple Sinai. 

Yachad is dedicated to the inclusion of all Jews with 
disabilities in every aspect of Jewish life. We aim to build 
inclusive friendships, so no one sits on the sidelines, while 
supporting families, educating for greater understanding 
and acceptance, and promoting a pro-disability attitude. 
Yachad is a program of the Orthodox Union.

YACHAD.ORG/NEWENGLAND 
384 Harvard St., Brookline MA 02446 | (617) 209-6799Because Everyone Belongs

NEW ENGLAND

MAY LOVE AND 
LIGHT FILL YOUR 
HOME AND HEART 
AT CHANUKAH!
CHAG SAMEACH FROM OUR 
YACHAD FAMILY TO YOURS!

EVAN’s
NEW YORK ST YLE DELI

HAPPY 
HANUKKAH

from Evan, Shannon, 
Brooklyn, Georgia, 
and the entire staff

252 Humphrey St., Marblehead V 781-631-DELI (3354) V www.evansdeli.com

10 School Street, Marblehead 
781-631-5700

www.caffeitaliarestaurant.com

Happy Hanukkah!
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Pirsum HaNes, 
the Proclamation of the Miracle

From 

        Marblehead 
              Opticians

Serving Marblehead for over 30 years!

51 Atlantic Ave. Marblehead                           781-631-6600
Gary Freedman OD. RDO                         Jim Trick, RDO



May the light of Hanukkah  

open your eyes to the  

miracles around you.

Happy Hanukkah
From the Congregational Family at CSH

55 Atlantic Avenue  |  Swampscott, MA  | 781.599.8005

www.designerbath.com
Beverly
Watertown 

From our family to yours, we
wish you the happiest Hanukkah.

You need eight gifts – tub,
sink, faucet, toilet, vanity,
mirror, medicine cabinet,
shower – and you’re done.

Wishing you and your loved ones a 

Happy Hanukkah! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Senator Brendan Crighton and 
Family 

 DANVERS SWAMPSCOTT MIDDLETON
 Liberty Tree Mall Strip Vinnin Square 253 South Main Street
 Next to Michael’s Crafts Next to HomeGoods Rte. 114
 (978) 777-4795 (781) 592-5464 (978) 750-0990

 WAKEFIELD BURLINGTON 
 1285 Main Street 120 Cambridge Street/Rte. 3A 
 (781) 662-0454 (781) 272-0378 

Five Convenient Locations… One Near You!

Makeup – Hair care – Skin care –  Styling tools
Designer inspired jewelry – Nail polish – and More

Happy Hanukkah
to all of our friends and patrons
Happy Hanukkah
to all of our friends and patrons

Allison Goldberg & Ted Stux
Julian & Chloe

Happy Hanukkah
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Happy Hanukkah
jna vfubj



INSURANCE SINCE 1907
SOUCY INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
85 LAFAYETTE STREET, SALEM, MA 01970

(978) 744-7110 • WWW.SOUCYINSURANCE.COM

SOUCY

Happy  Hanukkah!Happy  Hanukkah!

21 Atlantic Avenue • One Humphrey Street, Marblehead, MA 01945
100 Cummings Center, Suite 101-F, Beverly, MA 01915

125 Canal Street, Salem, MA 01970

Telephone: (800) 475-1871 • (781) 631-5500

WWW.MARBLEBANK.COM

Member FDIC
Member DIF
Equal Housing Lender

To All Our Friends and Customers

Warm Wishes 
for a Joyous Chanukah  
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The average Hanukkah sufganiya (jelly doughnut) has between 
300 and 400 calories of nearly pure oil and fat. In honor of the 
miracle God bestowed on the Maccabees, making oil meant 

for just a day last eight days, the delicious doughnut and other tra-
ditionally oily Hanukkah foods become annual killers for your diet. 
For those who are health conscious but do not want to be deprived 
of the annual treat, here are two healthier recipes selected from 
Joyofkosher.com. Consider substituting or reducing ingredients 
further as needed for your diet.

Baked Whole Wheat Cranberry Orange Doughnuts

Contributed by: Tamar Genger MA, RD on Joyofkosher.com
These baked doughnuts taste more like cake since they are not 

fried, but they are still very tasty. In addition, they use the healthier 
option of whole-wheat flour.

Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Ready time: 30 minutes
Servings: 12 mini doughnuts

How to eat Hanukkah 
sufganiyot without guilt

Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Grease a nonstick mini doughnut 

pan with cooking spray and set aside.
In a large bowl, whisk the flour, cornmeal, orange zest, sugar, 

baking powder, and salt together.
In a small bowl, whisk the coconut oil, the coconut milk mixture, 

egg white, and vanilla together. Add the wet and dry ingredients and 
fold in until just mixed, and add chopped cranberries. Stir until just 
mixed. Spoon into doughnut pan.

Bake for 12-14 minutes.
Make glaze. While doughnuts cool, in a small saucepan heat 

the cranberries and orange juice until they burst about 5 minutes. 
Remove from heat, mash berries with fork, add powdered sugar and 
vanilla stir well. Dip doughnut into glaze and serve.

Ingredients:
1 cup white whole wheat 

flour
3 tablespoons corn meal
1 teaspoon orange zest
¼ cup + 3 tablespoons sugar
1 teaspoon baking powder
½ teaspoon salt
3 tablespoons liquid coconut 

oil
6 tablespoons coconut milk 

mixed with 1 teaspoon 
lemon or vinegar

1 egg white
½ teaspoon vanilla extract
½ cups chopped fresh  

cranberries

For the glaze:
¼ cup fresh cranberries
1 tablespoon fresh squeezed 

orange juice
¼ teaspoon vanilla
¾ cup powdered sugar



Beverly           North Reading          Plaistow, NH
978-927-0032 978-664-3310 603-382-1535

Happy
Hanukkah

MOYNIHAN LUMBER
moynihanlumber.com

Creating Beautiful  
Healthy Smiles and  

Screening for Sleep Apnea
SOLEA Laser Dentistry

NO drill ~ NO pain ~ NO needles 

95% of the time!

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott, MA 01907

Office (781) 599-8300 • Fax (781) 593-5440

www.northshoredentist.com

E-mail hello@northshoredentist.com

Dr. Gregory Feider, DMD
Ronald T. Plotka, DDS, PC

HAPPY  
HANUKKAH!

from Dr. Ronald Plotka
Owner, Practitioner

Louise Love Keough
Office Manager

Jayne Carey
Dental Hygienist

Alicia Lacerda
Certified Dental Assistant

Lynn Dynice
Dental Hygienist

Katerina Rogers
Certified Dental Assistant

Pia Panagopoulos
Dental Hygienist

Leticia German
Schedule Coordinator

Gregory Feider, DMD
Dentist, Associate

A Happy Hanukkah
to All Our Friends

from 
Solomon metalS coRP.  

580 lynnway, Rt 1a, lynn

specializing 
in all grades 

of nonferrous 
scrap

Institute of 
Scrap
Recycling
Industries, Inc.

tel. (781) 581-7000
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From Jaime Geller on 
Joyofkosher.com

Another recipe that forgoes 
frying in oil.

Prep time: approximately  
2 hours

Cook time: 10-12 minutes
Ready time: approximately 

2-3 hours
Servings: 24 doughnuts

Ingredients:
1 (¼-ounce) package rapid 

rise dry yeast
1 tablespoon sugar
¼ cup warm water
1 egg yolk
1 egg
¼ cup sugar
1 cup 1% milk, warmed
3½ cups all-purpose flour
Pinch of salt
3 tablespoons margarine or butter,  

cut into 9 pieces

Cooking spray
¾-1 cup strawberry jam
Confectioners’ sugar for dusting

Directions:
Dissolve the yeast with the 1 tablespoon of the 

sugar in ¼ cup warm water.
In a standing mixer with a paddle, beat egg 

yolk, egg, yeast mixture, ¼ cup of sugar, and milk.
With paddle going, add flour and salt.
Add margarine one piece at a time. Dough 

should be sticky but elastic.
Turn out dough onto floured surface. Knead 

once or twice. Shape into ball. Place in an oiled 
bowl, cover, and place in a warm area for at least 
an hour or until dough is doubled.

Lightly grease 2 baking sheets.
Divide dough in half. With lightly oiled hands, 

take approximately 2 tablespoons of dough and 
roll into ball. Place on greased baking sheet.

Repeat with remaining dough placing balls 2 
inches apart (about 12 balls per baking sheet). 
Cover with a kitchen or tea towel and let rise 30 
minutes. Preheat oven to 375 degrees F.

Bake at 375 degrees F for 10-12 minutes or 
until golden. Remove from oven and let cool.

Place jam in a pastry bag fitted with a medium 
pastry tip or use a small ziplock type of bag fitted 
with a medium pastry tip. Pastry tips are avail-
able at most craft stores.

Press tip into doughnut and squeeze at least 
1 teaspoon of jam into doughnut, or more if 
desired.

Dust with confectioners’ sugar and serve.

Tips: 
If you don’t have a standing mixer, use a hand 

mixer for Step 2 and beat the egg yolk, egg, yeast 
mixture, sugar, and milk for about 1 minute. 
Knead the rest of the ingredients together by 
hand: first the flour, then the salt and margarine, 
one piece at a time, then proceed with Step 5.

– JNS.org

Baked “Sufganiyot” Jelly Doughnuts



By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

“The Story of Hanukkah”
David A. Adler 

illustrated by Jill Weber
Holiday House; ages 2-4

The golden hues of ancient 
Israel glow in Jill Weber’s 
beautiful illustrations in 

“The Story of Hanukkah,” a new 
board book for young readers 
that was adapted from the origi-
nal written by David A. Adler.

Weber is an award-winning 
southern New Hampshire illus-
trator whose artwork for the 
Hanukkah book was featured at 
a 2011 exhibit at the Danforth 
Museum in Framingham.  Weber 
loves to delve into the historical 
periods she illustrates, she said 
in an interview.

The book is among a wonder-
ful assortment of new reads that 
illuminate the eight-day Festival 
of Lights that begins this year 
on Sunday, Dec. 2.  Among the 
top choices is “All-of-a-Kind 
Family Hanukkah,” the first-ever 
illustrated picture book based 
on the classic series originally 
written by Sydney Taylor. “Meet 
the Latkes” is a laugh-out-loud 

read by Worcester native Alan 
Silberberg, a cartoonist who cre-
ates programs for Nickelodeon 
and Disney.

Young kids will be absorbed 
by this vibrantly illustrated board 
book that retells the 2,000-year-
old story of Hanukkah in Adler’s 
signature simple, straightfor-
ward prose paired with richly 
colored illustrations by Weber. 
The team produced the original 
version for older kids in 2011. 
The last pages show a modern 
family celebrating Hanukkah.

“Dreidel Day”
Amalia Hoffman
Kar-Ben; ages 1-4

A playful kitty spins, bounces, 
and tumbles through the 

eight days of Hanukkah in this 
brightly colored board book. 
Kids will have fun counting 
along with each day and finding 
the corresponding number of 
dreidels on each page. Amalia 
Hoffman offers a reprintable 
coloring page on her website, 
www.amaliahoffman.com.

“All-of-a-Kind Family 
Hanukkah” (based on the  

classic books by Sydney Taylor) 
Emily Jenkins and  

Paul O. Zelinsky
Schwartz & Wade Books;  

ages 3-8

A new generation of young 
readers will fall in love with 

Gertie and her sisters Ella, 
Henny, Sarah, and Charlotte in 

“All-of-a-Kind Family Hanuk-
kah,” based on Sydney Taylor’s 
beloved mid-20th century book 
series that followed an American 
Jewish immigrant family in New 
York City’s Lower East Side. Set 
on the eve of Hanukkah in 1912, 
the new book focuses on 4-year-
old youngest sister Gertie as the 
family gets ready to celebrate 
the holiday.

Jenkins’ prose captures 
the vitality and warmth of the 
original and is perfectly paired 
with Zelinsky’s masterful, bold 
illustrations. In one spectacu-
lar double-page spread, kids 
get a cut-away view of the fam-
ily apartment. The back pages 
include notes from Jenkins and 
Zelinsky that fill in details about 
Taylor and the creation of this 
new book.

“Light the Menorah!  
A Hanukkah Handbook”

Jacqueline Jules 
illustrated by Kristina Swarner

Kar-Ben; ages 4-10

3 BESSOM STREET
VILLAGE PLAZA

MARBLEHEAD, MA 01945
781-631-1669

450 B PARADISE ROAD
SWAMPSCOTT, MA 01907

781-593-9200

Happy Hanukkah
from

Happy Hanukkah
from

70 Atlantic Avenue, Marblehead, MA 01945
Phone:  781-631-7800  |  Fax:  781-631-4319
www.marbleheadpediatrics.com
Mon: 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. (Walk-in hours)  |  9 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. 
Tues-Fri: 9 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. | Sat: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. | Sun: On call for urgent care

Sarah 
O’Connor
DO, FAAP

Richard M. 
Miller

MD, FAAP

Lisa 
Gast

DO, FAAP

Hillary 
Johnson

RN, MSN, CPNP

Rebecca 
Ehrenberg

RN, MSN, CPNP

Happy, Healthy
Hanukkah

to all our patients & friends

LYNNE BREED, Realtor/Broker, CBR, GRI, CRS, SRES
Sagan Harborside Sotheby’s International Realty
One Essex Street, Marblehead, MA 01945
781-608-8066-Cell  |  781-639-0915-Fax  |  781-631-8800-Office
lynne.breed@sothebysrealty.com  |  www.lynnebreed.com
Licensed to practice in Massachusetts

Warmest Wishes for a  

Happy Hanukkah

FELDMAN 
ORTHODONTICS

Happy Hanukkah 
from

19 NAHANT ST., LYNN • 781-595-6639
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Dr. Joan  
McCormack
Audiologist

Best Wishes for a

Happy Hanukkah
to All our Friends and Clients

Hearing Testing, Hearing Aid Sales & Service

990 Paradise Rd., Auite 1G, Swampscott  |  781-581-1500
2 First Ave., 127-1, Peabody  |  978-717-5370

www.atlantichearingcare.com

A new book to share with the kids  
for every night of Hanukkah 



Jules created this handbook 
that shines a light on the holi-

day’s themes of courage, reli-
gious freedom, and miracles. 
There’s a story and short verse to 
recite each night. Swarner’s large 
illustrations capture Hanukkah’s 
festive spirit. Songs, rules for 
playing dreidel, and simple craft 
projects make this an invaluable 
family resource.

“Meet the Latkes”
Alan Silberberg
Viking; ages 3-7

Kids will laugh out loud with 
award-winning cartoon-

ist’s Alan Silberberg’s Hanukkah 
story about a family of pota-
to latkes. Grandpa latke retells 
his version of the ancient 
CHHHHHHHHanukah story 
with the Mega-bees, not the 
Maccabees, and how they fought 
back against invading alien tater-
tyrants. Luckily, the family dog 
Applesauce is on hand to bark 
the record straight. Silberberg, 
author of the acclaimed “Milo: 
Sticky Notes & Brain Freeze,” is a 
Worcester native.

“Hannah’s Hanukkah Hiccups”
Shanna Silva; illustrated by  

Bob McMahon
Apples & Honey Press; ages 4-8

Will a case of hiccups stand 
in Hannah’s way as the 

spunky girl gets ready to per-
form in a Hanukkah show? Kids 

will get a kick out of this live-
ly Hanukkah yarn and all the 
unusual remedies for hiccups 
offered by Hannah’s family and 
neighbors in a multicultural 
apartment building. In the end, 
the clever-thinking Hannah 
finds the perfect solution. 
McMahon’s cartoon-like illus-
trations enliven the fun story.

“Hanukkah Hamster”
Michelle Markel; illustrated by 

André Ceolin
Sleeping Bear Press; ages 4-8

Pet-loving kids will enjoy this 
heartwarming tale set dur-

ing Hanukkah about a cute little 
hamster that turns up in the 

back seat of a taxi driven by 
Edgar, a Jewish Israeli living in a 
bustling American city. A touch-
ing surprise ending shows the 
value of the kindness of strang-
ers.  Ceolin’s animated illustra-
tions of the playful furry friend 
will delight young kids.

“How It’s Made:  
Hanukkah Menorah”

Allison Ofanansky 
Photographs by Eliyahu Alpern

Apples & Honey Press; ages 7-12 

Kids discover all things meno-
rah in this outstanding book 

bursting with large color photo-
graphs that take kids behind-the-
scenes with artists creating glass, 

brass, and wood menorahs. 
Also featured are easy to 
understand explanations 
about the holiday and fun 
facts: one Israeli bakery 
produces 2,000 sufgani-
yot (doughnuts) for each 
day of Hanukkah. Songs 
and blessings in Hebrew, 
English, and transliterated 
are included along with do-
it-yourself instructions for 
making a menorah, can-
dles, olive oil, and latkes. 

Wishing  
you and yours  

a very  
Happy Holiday 

Season!

Mindy McMahon
Coldwell Banker Marblehead

Realtor / Certified Stager
617  834  4439

marbleheadandbeyond.com

489 Lowell Street  • Peabody, MA 01960  • 978-535-2100 

Temple Tiferet Shalom

wishes you and your family 

a very happy Chanukah!

David Kudan, Rabbi

Bryna Toder Tabasky, Music Director 

Dr. Edward Weiner Ph.D., President

Beth Simons, Temple Administrator

Janice Ross and Leslie Williams, 
Co-Directors of Preschool

Tracy Cranson, Head of Religious School

Temple 
Tiferet 
Shalom

HANUKKAH GREETINGS
FROM

Congregation Sons of Israel,
Peabody

PARK & SPRING STREETS

NOW IN OUR 109TH YEAR
Rosalyn B. aBRams, PResident

stanley simon, Vice PResident

seth landau, sPiRitual leadeR

www.PeaBodycsi.oRg • PeaBodycsi.oRg@comcast.net

Walnut Street 

Synagogue 

wishes you  

and your  

loved ones 

a Happy  

and Healthy 

Chanukah

145 Walnut Street, Chelsea, MA 02150
www.walnutstreetsynagogue.com
145 Walnut Street, Chelsea, MA 02150
www.walnutstreetsynagogue.com

Wishing you 
a Happy Chanukah!

CHABAD OF THE NORTH SHORE
Swampscott, Peabody, Everett

Please visit NorthShoreChanukah.com 
for a full listing of ‘share the light’  
public community celebrations near you.
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Happy  
Chanukah! Wishing you  

sweetness & light.

Eastern Massachusetts Chapter
P.O. Box 920780, Needham, MA 02492
781-444-5954 
easternmass@ortamerica.org
     ORT America Eastern Massachusetts Chapter
ORTAmerica.org

Bridging the Gap Between Aptitude and Opportunity 



By Myrna Fearer

Once Hanukkah was dreidels 
and latkes and candles, oh my.

Now it’s wrappings and rib-
bons, and pricey gifts to buy.

Obviously we are talking 
about the holiday of Hanukkah 
today, not the way I grew up. 
Then, it was a simple little cel-
ebration that included lighting 
candles for eight nights, chant-
ing the appropriate prayers 
over those candles, and hand-
ing children small amounts of 
Hanukkah gelt. 

Somehow, when we weren’t 
really looking, the commemo-
ration of the victory of a small 
group of Maccabees over the 
Greek army and the miracle of 
the holy oil that lasted eight days 
until new oil arrived to rekindle 
the eternal flame has morphed 
into a holiday that challenges 
Christmas.

When I was growing up in 
Mattapan, Hanukkah was defi-
nitely a private family holiday. 
Hanukkah gelt in small denomi-
nations was the norm, with 
something special perhaps from 
a grandparent or other close 
relative. As for Hanukkah cards, 
I’m sure as kids we designed 
our own. I can recall drawing a 
picture that only parents would 
praise. And our first scribbles 
were our names printed in large 
letters that took up most of the 
paper.

It was definitely done with 
love and accepted that way. 
Each night my brother and I 
would light the candles, recite 
the prayers with help from my 
father, and watch as the can-
dles burned down. I recall how 
proud I was when I learned the 
prayers in Hebrew and we sang 

“Maoz Tzur,” our “Rock of Ages” 
that later appeared on the back 
of the boxes of Hanukkah can-
dles. I loved that song; I always 
felt such pride when we sang 
it in Hebrew and then in the 
English translation, emphasiz-
ing our victory at the temple in 
Jerusalem. 

 Although the origin of the 
music is unknown and perhaps 
came from some folk tune, the 
words were written in the 13th 
century. Those words highlight 
this particular Jewish victory, 
just one of the many challenges 
our people have overcome with 

God’s help. Sadly, people seem 
to think “I Have a Little Dreidel” 
and Adam Sandler’s “The 
Hanukkah Song” are the only 
ones written for the holiday.

Though we knew as kids that 
Hanukkah was our holiday and 
not Christmas, I felt it was OK 
to attend the annual American 
Legion Christmas party. My dad, 
a veteran of World War I who 
fought on the battlefields in 
France, belonged to Post 154 in 
Upham’s Corner in Dorchester. 
There was one other Jewish 
member, and his daughter and 
I were the only Jewish kids to 
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Happy 
Hanukkah

to All my Clients & Friends

Zvi Jalfin

Happy Chanukah!

From John Connor Real Estate
www.connorrealestate.com • ConnorReal@aol.com

Your Salem Massachusetts 
Personal Injury Law Firm

10 Derby Square
Salem, MA 01970 
978-744-8000 

www.HelpingInjured.com

Protecting Those Who Have Been Injured
The Right Lawyer Makes All The Difference℠

Happy Hanukkah! Shalom! 
Your Salem Massachusetts 
Personal Injury Law Firm

10 Derby Square
Salem, MA 01970 
978-744-8000 

www.HelpingInjured.com

Protecting Those Who Have Been Injured
The Right Lawyer Makes All The Difference℠

Happy Hanukkah! Shalom! 

Your Salem Massachusetts 
Personal Injury Law Firm

10 Derby Square
Salem, MA 01970 
978-744-8000 

www.HelpingInjured.com

Protecting Those Who Have Been Injured
The Right Lawyer Makes All The Difference℠

Happy Hanukkah! Shalom! 

Happy Hanukkah! Shalom!

HAPPY HANUKKAH
&

HEALTHY, HAPPY NEW YEAR
from

Wishing you 
a Happy Chanukah!

CAMP YOUNG JUDAEA
Amherst, NH  •  Founded in 1939
Irwin “Buddy” Levine, President
Jamie Marks & Marcy Kornreich, Directors
781-237-9410  •  www.cyj.org

A TRADITIONAL OVERNIGHT 
SPORTS CAMP FOR JEWISH BOYS

Enroll now for Summer 2019!
located just north of boston in amesbury, ma

www.bauercrest.org | 978-388-4732 | Ken@bauercrest.org
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How Hanukkah survives  
in the world of Christmas

Max Liftman, during World War I in France.



1. Eight Nights=Miracle 
Lights

Why is Hanukkah eight 
nights long? The Talmud asks 
and answers:

The sages taught: On the 25th 
of Kislev, the days of Hanukkah 
are eight. One may not eulo-
gize on them, and one may not 
fast on them. This is because 
when the Greeks entered the 
Sanctuary, they defiled all the 
oils that were in the Sanctuary. 
And when the Chashmonean 
monarchy overcame them and 
emerged victorious over them, 
they searched and found only 
one cruse of oil that remained 
with the seal of the High Priest. 
And there was sufficient oil there 
to light the candelabrum for only 
one day. A miracle occurred, and 
they lit the candelabrum from it 
for eight days. The next year, the 
sages instituted those days and 
made them holidays with the 
recitation of Hallel and prayers 
of thanksgiving.

But there’s more. Seven repre-
sents all that is found within this 
world. There are seven days of 
the week, seven classical planets 
and seven musical notes. In fact, 
the world itself was created in 
seven days.

Then there is the number 
eight, which represents that 
which is above, that which does 
not fit into the neat slots that 
hold the bits and pieces of our 
lives. The number eight evokes 
the transcendent and the Gdly. 
Eight is the number of miracles.

2. Light After Dark
The Hanukkah candles must 

burn after night falls, since their 
purpose is to bring light into 
darkness. But they need to be 
lit early enough that someone 
will be around to see them. 
The lights need to be seen so 
they can serve their function of 
reminding others of the great 
miracle Gd wrought.

3. The Silent Holiday
Hanukkah is the only Jewish 

holiday not mentioned in the 
24 books of the Bible. That’s 
because the canon was sealed by 
the Men of the Great Assembly, 
who flourished two centuries 
before the Hanukkah miracle. 
Nor does it have a tractate in 
the Talmud that discusses its 
observances. Instead, it gets a 
by-the-way mention in Tractate 
Shabbat. 

4. Before There Were 
Potatoes There Was ... Cheese!

There is an older custom 
to eat cheese pancakes on 
Hanukkah, which is reminiscent 
of the dairy (and intoxicating) 
meal that the brave Judith fed 
the Greek general before she 
decapitated him in his sleep, 
saving her village. Apparently 
cheese latkes morphed into 
potato latkes (potatoes were 
unknown in the Old World until 
the late 16th century), and a new 
custom was born.

5. You Light a Hillel Menorah
In the days of the Talmud, 

there were two major academies 
of learning: Hillel and Shammai. 
The House of Hillel taught that 
every night of Hanukkah we add 
another candle – as we do today. 
The House of Shammai, how-
ever, maintained that we begin 
with eight lights on the first 
night and light one less flame 
every night, ending Hanukkah 
with a single flame.

6. Syrians, Greeks, Hellenists 
or Yevanim?

We sometimes hear of Greeks, 
Syrians or even Hellenists in the 
Hanukkah story. So who exactly 

Warm Wishes for 
a Happy, Healthy 

Hanukkah

GELB & GELB LLP
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Happy
Hanukkah
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Best wishes for a 
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Time to Zellerbrate!

Ginger,  
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 To Columbia  
 on her  
 96th birthday!

HAPPY  
HANUKKAH!
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leave the party with a Christmas 
present given by a Santa whose 
suit left much to be desired.

When my boys were old 
enough to question why Santa 
Claus never left any gifts for 
them even though we had a 
fireplace he could come down, 
I had to explain there was no 
Santa, and I made them prom-
ise never to spoil Christmas for 
other children. Instead of feel-
ing sorry for them, my children 
were envied because they got 
gifts for eight nights. 

Little did the other kids know 
that only the first and the last 
nights were really big presents, 
with educational gifts or books 
in the middle. The other nights 
might have been PJs, a robe, 
socks, sweaters, and maybe a 
really nice shirt. 

As for decorations, it 
seems that when folks moved 
to the assimilated suburbs 
from Chelsea, Lynn, Malden, 
Dorchester, Mattapan, and 
Roxbury, they started decorat-
ing for Hanukkah with the same 
enthusiasm families decorated 
for Christmas. I think that’s 

why electric menorahs became 
popular — they could sit on 
the window sill for passersby to 
see. When we were entertaining 
guests during the Christmas/
Hanukkah season, I would tell 
my friends that it was easy to 
identify our house; it was the 
only one without holiday deco-
rations. That continued until 
my friends at Currans Flowers 
in Danvers decided that would 
never do. Each year they would 
leave a beautiful outdoor 
arrangement with a blue and 
white theme on my front porch. 

As a longtime member of the 
Danvers Garden Club, I always 
help the members get ready for 
the annual greens sale. I recall 
the year they added gorgeous 
blue bows to the Kissing Balls 
for those who wanted to either 
hang them that way or give 
them as gifts to Jewish friends. 
Several years ago, Kane’s Flower 
World included blue poinsettias 
along with the many beautiful 
red and white ones folks usu-
ally buy. The blue also became 
a decorator plant that fits in 
nicely in certain settings. 

Hallmark has certainly 
jumped aboard the Hanukkah 
train. In addition to Christmas 
cards, there are lots of 
Hanukkah cards and yes, 
even cards that wish folks a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
Hanukkah at the same time. 

So is this a bad thing? Not 
really; not when children and 
adults learn about each other’s 
religions and hopefully respect 
each other.  Chabad comes to 
different towns like Danvers 
and places a large Hanukkah 
Menorah on our library lawn. 
Each year the number of non-
Jewish participants increases 
at the candle lighting ceremo-
ny ,and everyone enjoys the 
latkes and sufganiyot (Israeli 
jelly doughnuts) and hot choc-
olate. 

As the Psalm says: “Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell togeth-
er in unity! 

Myrna Fearer writes from 
Danvers. She can be reached at 
msfearer@gmail.com.

So, you think you know Hanukkah?

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River MA 02720

Call us today for a free Personal Planning Guide 
781-581-2300

10 Vinnin Street, Salem MA 01970

As you come together with family 
and friends, may you be surrounded 

by love and peace.
This is a time for remembrance, 
for tradition, for sharing and for 

creating memories.
From our family to your family, 
we wish you a lifetime of lasting 

memories.

Happy Chanukah

continued on page 23A



TEMPLE NER 
TAMID
Shabbat and 
Hanukkah Dinner
Dec. 7 at 6:30 p.m. 
368 Lowell St., 
Peabody. 

Dinner and 
Shabbat service 
to honor Hebrew 
school students. 
Adults $18, kids 
(under 13) $10, 
family $48. RSVP 
by Dec. 4. Bring 
an unwrapped toy 
and/or gift card for 
those in need.

CONGREGATION 
SHIRAT HAYAM
Celebrate Hanukkah with Shirat Hayam
Dec. 4 at 5:30 p.m. 55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott. 

Latkes, salad bar, crafts, dreidel games, and 
other Hanukkah activities. Bring your own meno-
rah and 4 candles for the community menorah 
lighting. Bring nonexpired dairy food items for 
JF&CS Family Table. $10 per person or @20 per 

family. Register by 
Friday, Nov. 30 by 
noon at hanuk-
kah5779.eventbrite.
com. 

TEMPLE SINAI
Hanukkah party 
with Yachad
Dec. 2 from 9:30 
to 11:30 a.m. 1 
Community Rd., 
Marblehead. 

Temple Sinai 
and Yachad team 
up for a Hanukkah 
party. Local art-
ist Shira Moss will 
lead craft projects. 
Latkes and jelly 

doughnuts will be served. $10. RSVP@yachad.
org/newengland.

For a full list of local town and city menorah 
lightings, go to northshorechanukah.com, which 
was compiled by Rabbi Yisroel Baron of Tobin 
Bridge Chabad.

Happy 
hanukkah

from

The Kepnes Family
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Chelsea, MA
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10% Discount with this ad (sale items excluded)
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Covert TV

Happy Hanukkah!

UNIVERSITY

Fuel UF
Near Salem State University

HAPPY 
HANUKKAH!
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So he vows never to flood 
again. Still, he keeps the waters. 
In doing so he achieves both. 
He grants autonomy, but also 
provides a format that functions 
as a means to find deep con-
nectedness, while maintaining 
enough distance for the percep-
tion of “otherness” to flourish, 
leaving the self intact. 

If the contained waters of 
the ocean are G-d’s mindful-
ness place – the place where 
he strikes the right balance 
between distance and presence 
– then the mikvah is ours. 

This sacred Jewish ritual has 
helped us locate that mental 
middle ground, that gray area 
between our sense of self and 
our connection to others, for 
thousands of years. The need 
for establishing these kinds 
of healthy boundaries, seems 

more pressing today than ever 
before. When we immerse, 
humbly and prayerfully, we get 
to experience the paradox of 
being and nonbeing. The mik-
vah is a holy space because that 
is where G-d’s promise is kept, 
and felt, even without seeing 
a rainbow. While, in keeping 
with Jewish law, the mikvah is 
filled with the same power of 
rainwaters as the original flood; 
the destructive tendencies are 
curbed, creating a space to be 
simultaneously lost and found. 
We submerge, momentarily let-
ting go, letting ourselves slip 
into the blissful nothingness of 
primeval space, only to resur-
face with an enriched sense of 
being. 

The mikvah facilitates the 
ultimate paradox of an “experi-
enced selflessness.” By moder-
ating the levels of letting go and 
holding on, a Mikvah moment 
manages to honor both our 

need for solitude and intima-
cy. In Kabbalah terminology, 
it would be the way that the 
infinite lights of Tohu somehow 
find a home in the finite vessels 
of Tikkun. 

This same delicate dance 
of the original cosmic creation 
drama, gets re-enacted in the 
story of Hanukkah. While the 
desecration of the Holy Temple 
in Jerusalem and the subsequent 
extinguishing of its powerful 
lights were tragic, it can also 
be understood as a Tzimtzum 
of the infinite beams of G-dly 
light, setting the stage for the 
modest, but no less miraculous, 
human light that we kindle in its 
aftermath!

Chag Sameach, and blessings 
of light and love!

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker is the 
director of Chabad of the North 
Shore.

Lipsker
from page 5A

Celebrate Hanukkah on the North Shore
from page 2A

Gloucester’s Temple Ahavat Achim “lobsta trap” menorah 
will be illuminated on Dec. 4 at 5:45 p.m.
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were the interlopers who were 
expelled by the Maccabees? All 
of the above! After the death of 
Alexander the Great, his empire 
was broken up: the Seleucid 
Greek Empire was based in 
Syria, and the Ptolemaic Empire 
had its base in Alexandria, 
Egypt. The soldiers stationed 
in Judea belonged to the 
Syrian Greeks. And who are the 
Hellenists and the Yevanim? 
The very same people: Hella is 
the Greek word for Greece, and 
Yavan is how we say it in Hebrew.

7. Menorahs Everywhere
On the first Hanukkah, can-

dles were lit all over the courtyard 
of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. 
This brought the Hanukkah 
light from the inner sanctum of 
the Temple, the holiest spot on 
earth, out into the open. As Jews 
continue to observe Hanukkah 
all over the globe, the ripples of 
holiness continue to widen and 
expand.

8. Lots of Choices
Most Jewish holidays begin 

on only four out of seven days 
of the week. For example, the 
first day of Rosh Hashanah can 
be Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
or Shabbat – never Sunday, 
Wednesday or Friday. However, 
since the month preceding 
Hanukkah (Cheshvan) can have 
29 or 30 days, Hanukkah can 
actually begin on any day of the 
week besides Tuesday.

9. Were the Maccabees Really 
So Great?

Judah Maccabee and his fam-

ily were Kohanim, members of 
the priestly tribe chosen by G-d 
to minister in the Holy Temple. 
Judah Maccabee’s successors 
took the kingship for them-
selves, something that rightfully 
belonged to the descendants of 
King David from the Tribe of 
Judah. Indeed, it did not take 
long until the monarchy of Judea 
was dragged down into a series 
of unending power grabs and 
bloody intrigue, with king after 
king trying to imitate the very 
same Greeks their ancestors had 
ousted from the land.

10. Hanukkah in the former  
USSR

By 1991, cracks had formed 
in the Iron Curtain and, in the 
presence of approximately 
6,000 Jewish people, Avraham 
Genin kindled a giant menorah 
inside the Kremlin Palace of 
Congresses. 

Public Hanukkah menorah 
lightings have been a staple of 
Jewish Russian life ever since.

11. Hanukkah in Space
In December of 1993, Space 

Shuttle Endeavour was sent 
into space to service the Hubble 
Space Telescope. One of the 
astronauts to bravely perform 
a spacewalk to repair the tele-
scope was Jeffrey Hoffman.

Knowing that he would be 
stuck in space over Hanukkah, 
Hoffman made sure to bring 
along a dreidel and a traveling 
menorah so that he’d be able to 
celebrate.

Then, via live satellite com-
munication, he showed his 

Hanukkah supplies, gave 
his dreidel a twirl in the air, and 
wished Jews everywhere a happy 
Hanukkah.

12. Is Your Menorah in the 
Doorway or at a Window?

The most common custom 
(outside of Israel) is to light 
the menorah at a window. In 
Mishnaic times, however, the 
menorah would be placed out-
side, on the left side of the door 
leading in from the street.

This led to a unique law. 
Normally if a person placed 
a candle in the street, and a 
straw-bearing donkey brushed 
by too close, the owner of the 
candle would be responsible for 
the ensuing conflagration. On 
Hanukkah, however, he would 
be exempt because he was doing 
a mitzvah.

Why was the menorah placed 
to the left of the door? Because 
the mezuzah is placed on the 
right side. With the mezuzah on 
one side and the menorah on 
the other, you are literally sur-
rounded by holiness.

The harsh realities of the 
Diaspora, both sociopolitical 
and meteorological, forced the 
menorah to an indoor doorway, 
and some communities devel-
oped the custom to put it on 
the windowsill instead. Even 
today, many people (includ-
ing Chabad) prefer to light in a 
doorway, surrounding ourselves 
with the mitzvahs of mezuzah 
and the menorah, just as in 
ancient times.

– Chabad.org

So, you think you know Hanukkah?
from page 21A
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