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Governor Baker lights  
the menorah in Swampscott
Governor Charlie Baker, a resident of Swampscott, lights the menorah 
with Rabbi Yossi and Layah Lipsker at Chabad of the North Shore. For 
more Hanukkah photos, see page 4.

By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

MALDEN – One night many 
years ago, Ed Weiner and his 
son Jonathan, then 5 or 6 years 
old, were walking through 
Boston Common and saw 
a number of homeless peo-
ple sleeping in boxes. When 
Jonathan asked his parents 
about it, Weiner and his wife, 
Elaine, explained to their son 
that these people had nowhere 
else to sleep. 

“Jonathan pulled my leg 
and said, ‘Dad, what are we 
going to do about this?’” said 
Ed.

Ed and Jonathan Weiner 
have spent the past three-
plus decades answering that question. Not 
long after that fateful night on the Common, 
they joined together with Project Ezra, which 
enlists local Jews to spend Christmas prepar-
ing and serving meals for the less fortunate. 

Every year for more than 30 years, the father 
and son team have partnered with Bread of 
Life, a faith-based ministry in Malden that 

helps the homeless, hungry, and isolated, to 
transform this day of service into one of the 
largest Jewish one-day programs in the region, 
enlisting roughly 100 volunteers to feed over 
1,000 people.

Christmas Day always has begun early 
for Ed, a Malden native who now lives in 

Tikkun Olam makes for  
a Merry Christmas in Malden
Jewish community joins forces for good on Christmas

For decades, Project Ezra has collaborated with Bread of Life, a 
faith-based ministry in Malden serving the hungry and homeless.

continued on page 12

By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

EVERETT – When Rabbi Sruli Baron 
was in rabbinical school at the Yeshivas 
Lubavitch-Detroit, he spent his breaks 
and summers traveling around the world 
to Jewish communities with no perma-
nent rabbinical presence, from Chile to 
Venezuela to Argentina to Germany. One 
break, he and friends brought Torahs 
and tefillin to Cuba, and met with Jews 
on the island. Baron was determined to 
reach out to as many of them as pos-
sible, including a Polish Jew in his nine-
ties named Joseph Heller who lived in 
a remote, mountainous village on the 
northern coast. 

One four-hour drive later, inside a 
rambling countryside house, Baron 
helped Heller put on tefillin for the first 
time in decades. “He started to tear up a 
bit, and we asked if everything was okay,” 
said Baron. “He was just transported 
back to his bar mitzvah in the main 
synagogue in Havana. It was powerful 
to see a Jew who had been disconnected 
from his roots for so long, and to see that 
there’s essentially no such thing as being 
disconnected from your roots. When we 
showed up, that spark that was there 
may have been dormant, but it came 
back to life.”

At 27, Baron has already spent many 
years helping to reignite that spark 
in Jews around the globe. Since Sept. 
2017, he has brought that mission to 
Tobin Bridge Chabad in Everett, which 
is attracting a growing number of Jewish 
millennial professionals just north of the 
Mystic River. Baron and his wife Chaya 
moved to the area from Brooklyn after 

they learned that Rabbi Yossi Lipsker 
wanted to open a Chabad in the shut-
tered Congregation Tifereth Israel in 
Everett. Baron encountered various 
“pessimistic voices” warning him that a 
new synagogue couldn’t survive in that 
location, which had once hosted a large 
and thriving Jewish community.

For much of the last century, tens 

of thousands of Jews set down roots 
in the same neighborhoods where mil-
lennials are now moving to in Chelsea, 
Everett, Medford, Malden, Melrose and 
Revere. Those first and second-gener-
ation Jews largely moved to northern 
Massachusetts in the 1950s and ’60s, 
forming the foundation of Jewish com-
munities in Swampscott, Marblehead 
and Peabody.  

“Many people see it as like, ‘Oh, the 
Jewish community moved on, so there’s 
no need to keep any shuls around any-
more,” he said. “I would agree – maybe 
– if there wasn’t this resurgence in the 
Jewish population because of young pro-
fessionals moving in. The Boston market 
is exploding, everything’s pushing north. 
So I see it as coming back in a major way; 
obviously a different style community 
than what was here before.” 

Baron, himself a millennial, wants to 
create classes and services to show young, 
secular Jews that Judaism is more than a 
collection of foreign prayers their grand-
parents recited by rote. Instead, Baron 
argues, Judaism can be profoundly rel-
evant to the questions, challenges, and 
aspirations of young people. “We [millen-
nials] don’t do things because our parents 
told us to do them; we do them because 
we want to do them,” he said. “We just 

In urban ring by the Mystic River, millennials reconnect to Judaism  

continued on page 16

Miriam Silverman and Gary Baker join Rabbi Sruli and Chaya Baron.



With one call to the CJP Warmline, you’ll 
reach a helpline with a compassionate and 
knowledgeable licensed social worker who  
can connect you to services provided by  
Jewish community agencies, including:  

• Emergency financial assistance 
• Career counseling and job search support 
• Food, utility, and fuel assistance
• Mentors for vulnerable children
• Public benefits navigation 
• Guidance and information on Jewish  

and community services 

Struggling to get by? You’re not alone.

Contact the Warmline at 1-800-CJP-9500 or cjpwarmline.org

More than 2,600 individuals and families in the Jewish community have received assistance since 2015.
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Millennials ELYSE 
PROPIS, 28

HEBREW NAME: Esther

HOMETOWN: Swampscott

CURRENTLY  
LIVING IN: New York City

ALMA MATERS:  
Cohen Hillel Academy ’04, 
Swampscott High School ’08, 
Washington University in St. 
Louis ’12 

JOB: Regional Operations 
Lead, Restaurant Innovation at 
Uber

FAVORITE FOOD:   
Ice cream. My obsession was 
probably fueled by the warm 
cookie dough topping at Terry’s 
in Marblehead. 

FAVORITE MUSIC:  
I love all kinds of music, but my 
favorite genre is probably pop 
[Ed Sheeran, Sam Smith, Bruno 
Mars, Beyoncé]. I also love lis-
tening to show tunes [especially 
“Hamilton”] and Disney songs.

FAVORITE BOOK:  
“The Nightingale” by Kristin 
Hannah.

FAVORITE MOVIE: “When 
Harry Met Sally.”

FAVORITE TV SHOWS: 
“Game of Thrones,” “Billions,” 
“Westworld,” “Silicon Valley.”

FAVORITE TRAVEL
DESTINATIONS: My favor-
ites so far have been New Zealand, 

South Africa, and Japan. And of 
course, I’ve loved my visits to  
Israel – especially Tel Aviv.

FAVORITE JEWISH 
PERSON NOT IN YOUR 
FAMILY: Ben Platt from “Dear 
Evan Hansen.” 

FAVORITE JEWISH 
HOLIDAY: Hanukkah.

BEST HANUKKAH GIFT:  
Years ago, my parents  
took me on a trip to London  
over the holiday break to see  
Idina Menzel in “Wicked.” 

WHAT WAS YOUR JEWISH 
BACK GROUND GROWING UP? 

Judaism has played an important role 
in my life. I grew up actively engaged with 
the North Shore Jewish community, and my 
most impactful early Jewish experiences 
were my nine years attending Cohen Hillel 
Academy and my 11 years attending Camp 
Pembroke. At Hillel, Judaism was baked 
into the curriculum – we learned Hebrew 
for part of the day, participated in tefillot 
[prayer], and celebrated Jewish traditions. 
At camp, we observed Shabbat each week, 
sang Jewish songs, and had Israeli coun-
selors. Most of my friendships growing up 
were made through these Jewish organiza-
tions, and I am still close with many of my 
childhood friends today.

YOUR MOM, DIANE KNOPF, 
REMAINS A FORCE IN THE 
LOCAL JEWISH COMMUNITY.

In addition to the Jewish things I was 
exposed to through my own experience, 
I was also defined by my mom as a role 
model in becoming more involved in the 
communities. My mom left her corporate 
job sometime in my early teens, and from 
that point forward started getting involved 
in just about every Jewish organization on 
the North Shore. Through this, she devel-
oped a community and a reputation, and 
it’s one that I definitely look up to and try to 
emulate. This is probably why I got involved 
in our Jewish organization at Uber. 

CAN YOU TALK ABOUT YOUR 
WORK AT UBER?

I joined Uber in March of 2014 as one 
of its first 600 employees [for reference, 
we now have more than 20,000]. Given my 
passion for food, I jumped at the oppor-
tunity to join Uber Eats as one of its first 
employees. Now I manage a team oversee-

ing a program called Virtual Restaurants. 
Through VR, we seek to uncover gaps in the 
marketplace between supply – available 
restaurants on Uber Eats – and demand 
– what eaters are searching for. With this 
data, we help restaurants spin up new, 
delivery-only menus to fill these gaps. We 
have now scaled to more than 2,000 VRs 
across the globe, connecting eaters with the 
food they crave, while helping restaurants 
grow and reimagine their business. 

Many large corporations have Employee 
Resource Groups, or “ERGs,” which serve 
as communities to promote diversity and 
inclusion and foster a sense of belonging. 
I joined the Shalom ERG at Uber, and a 
couple years ago raised my hand to become 
more involved in the leadership. I currently 
serve as a member of the board and as the 
co-chair of the event committee, which 
means I coordinate different events across 
local offices [Uber has offices all around the 
world]. In addition to co-chairing that com-
mittee, I lead the New York City office chap-
ter of the ERG. So for example, I planned a 
Hanukkah party, and I’ve organized a num-
ber of different Shabbat dinners and other 
types of get-togethers. 

WHAT WAS IT LIKE TO BE 
PLACED ON THE 2019 
FORBES 30 UNDER 30 LIST 
FOR CONSUMER 
TECHNOLOGY? 

Every year, Forbes recognizes 30 people 
under 30 years old across 20 catego-
ries. I was recognized in the Consumer 
Technology category for my work build-
ing Virtual Restaurants. I knew I had been 
nominated by Uber, but I didn’t know I was 
included on the list until the morning it 
was published. I feel extremely honored.

– Michael Wittner

The



By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

SALEM – A few years ago, 
atop the sand floor of the old-
est surviving synagogue in the 
Americas, Larry Salas posed with 
a copy of the Jewish Journal. 

Salas, who lives in Salem 
and was on the Journal Board 
of Overseers at the time, was 
participating in a feature called 
“Globetrotters,” in which 
Journal devotees photographed 
themselves holding the paper in 
locations across the globe. Salas 
brought the Journal to the Mikvé 
Israel-Emanuel Synagogue in 
Willemstad on the Dutch island 
of Curaçao, where family mem-
bers had belonged for centuries. 

“It reminds you of Amster-
dam – it’s got the gables, it’s 
painted very bright yellow, and 
it’s got beautiful mahogany 
pews, and a mahogany bimah 
and ark,” said Salas of his famous 
childhood shul, which is one of 
the Caribbean island’s top tour-
ist attractions. “Its selling point 
is it’s the oldest synagogue in the 
Western Hemisphere.”

The current synagogue 
structure was built in 1730, 
but the synagogue itself was 
founded in 1674 by Spanish 
and Portuguese Jews arriv-
ing from the Netherlands and 
Dutch colonies in Brazil, which 
is why the building is crowned 
by Dutch gables reminiscent of 
Amsterdam. The synagogue was 
formed not long after Dutch col-
onists began arriving in Curaçao, 
a small island in the southern 
Caribbean about 40 miles north 
of Venezuela. Sephardic Jews 
who had settled in Amsterdam 
after their expulsion from Spain 
and Portugal became prosper-
ous merchants who played an 
active role in expanding the bur-

geoning empire of their adopted 
country. Salas’s ancestors were 
among these Jews. 

“In the 17th and 18th centu-
ries, Jews were a significant part 
of the total population,” said 
Salas. “They became the com-
mercial class that helped the 
island bloom.” 

Later, Curaçao’s Jewish pop-
ulation grew when Ashkenazis 
who had survived the Holocaust 
arrived from Eastern Europe. 

Salas, 58, grew up in 
Willemstad, the capital city his 
ancestors helped build, full of 
Dutch-style buildings painted 
bright, tropical colors. His father 
owned a store that sold books, 
stationery, and school supplies. 
Even though Jews had once 

formed a significant proportion 
of the island’s population, the 
number had dwindled to a small 
fraction by the mid-20th cen-
tury. 

Salas remembers a close-knit 
community centered around the 
synagogue, which had recently 

become Reconstruction ist in a 
1964 merger with a Reform tem-
ple. “I had a very happy child-
hood,” Salas said. “Growing up 
I went to Hebrew school, and 
all the festivals were celebrated 
here … the synagogue was really 
a central place. There was no 
feeling that we were being treat-
ed differently because we were 
Jewish.”

Instead, conflict was about 
race. Salas experienced first-
hand the tensions that gripped 
the island in the 1960s as the 
Afro-Caribbean population – 
which made up the majority of 
Curaçao’s residents – fought to 
gain political representation, 
which it achieved by the end of 
the decade. Jews were viewed 

among the white oppressors. 
“In the ’60s, the vocabulary 

was about capitalism and com-
munism, and we would be sin-
gled out as the capitalist Jews. It 
made for uncomfortable situa-
tions,” said Salas.

Partly due to a changing politi-
cal climate, many of Salas’s peers 
went to college in the United 
States or in the Netherlands and 
never returned. As a result, the 
Jewish population is only about 
350 among of an overall popula-
tion of roughly 150,000. Most 
recently, Chabad has opened a 
center on the island.

Salas decided to attend 
Brandeis University, where his 
brother and cousin had stud-
ied. His brother, Pito Salas, is an 
associate professor in comput-
er science at Brandeis, and his 
cousin, Ben Gomes-Casseres, 
is a professor of international 
business there. 

Salas studied computer sci-
ence and economics at Brandeis, 
and returned to Curaçao after 
graduating to work at his father’s 
business. After it folded in 1999, 
Salas moved back to Boston, 
where he now works as a transla-
tor and interpreter. That comes 
easily to many Curaçaoans, who 
speak English, Dutch, Spanish, 
and Papiamento, a creole lan-
guage of the Dutch Caribbean. 

He eventually settled in 
Salem, where he and his wife, 
Kathleen, have two children. 
In 2010, he joined the Board 
of Overseers of the Journal to 
reconnect with his Jewish heri-
tage, and remained a member 
until 2015. 

Salas returns to Curaçao 
twice a year, which he appreci-
ates in the colder months. “I love 
Salem, but right now I’m lying 
on my couch with my light bank 
shining on me,” he said. 

www.chelseajewish.org

Family and friends will
love coming to visit

ASSISTED LIVING • SPECIALIZED MEMORY CARE
 Cohen Florence Levine Estates • Florence & Chafetz Specialized Care

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan Estates.

201 Captains Row, Chelsea • 617.887.0826 240 Lynnfield Street, Peabody • 978.532.4411

www.chelseajewish.org

Here’stoLiving Well!

Glatt Kosher Meat Available
We Have the Best Deli & Smoked Fish Party Platters!

LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI

Catering
by Tevya

474 Lowell St., Peabody (978-535-6449) (FAX 978-535-6816)
Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Mass.
Visit our website: www.levineskoshermkt.com

FROM TEVYA’S KITCHEN

CHICKEN OR 
CABBAGE SOUP

$4.99 QUART

FROM OUR DELI DEPT

SALAMI OR
BOLOGNA 
$6.99 lb

BONELESS 
RIB STEAKS

OR RIB ROAST
$13.99 lb

CHICKEN 
BREAST 

QUARTERS
$3.49 lb
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With sand beneath their feet, Jews worship in Curaçao 

Larry Salas with his family in Curaçao.

“Growing up I went  
to Hebrew school, and 
all the festivals were 

celebrated here … the 
synagogue was really  

a central place.” 
– Larry Salas 

Photo from the synagogue’s website (www.snoa.com)
Curaçao’s Mikve Israel Emanuel Synagogue was founded in 1674 by 
Spanish and Portuguese Jews.
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Sarah Schusterman lights the Hanukkah 
candles with her father Rabbi Nechemia 
Schusterman, as her brothers Shaya and Levi 
Schusterman look on at Chabad of Peabody. 

Members of Temple Emanu-El in 
Marblehead welcome the Festival 
of Lights.

Temple Ahavat Achim in Gloucester 
celebrates with a community light-
ing of its Lobsta Trap Menorah.

At Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody, 
students in the Gan/Aleph class made 
their own dreidel decorations in class.

Hannah Schwartz, Nat Mahler, 
Hannah Schwartz, Kay Mahler, 
and Vivian Schwartz light the 
menorah at Congregation Shirat 
Hayam in Swampscott. 

Tobin Bridge Chabad held a Menorah lighting in Everett.

Rabbi Robert Goldstein of 
Temple Emanuel in Andover 
leads the religious students in 
the lighting of the Chanukiah.

Photo by Rob Leshin

Temple B’nai Abraham’s 
Educational Director Deborah 
Schutzman lights Hanukkah 
candles with students and 
their parents. 

Hanukkah on the North Shore



By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

WALTHAM – In the near 
decade since Dr. Rachel Adatto 
first proposed an Israeli law 
to address the dangers of eat-
ing disorders, she has become 
a leading voice educating the 
world.

In Israel alone, some 1,500 
new cases of eating disorders are 
diagnosed each year, according 
to Adatto, a women’s health phy-
sician, former hospital execu-
tive, attorney, and former mem-
ber of Israel’s Knesset.

She walked away from her 
successful career as medical 
director of the Shaare Zedek 
Medical Center in Jerusalem 
to become an elected mem-
ber of the Knesset, where she 
served from 2009 to 2013. She 
had been encouraged to run for 
office by then Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon as he launched his 
Kadima party.  

Recently, the 71-year-old 
Adatto visited Boston, where 
she spoke at a State House 
program organized by state 
Representative Ruth Balser 
of Newton and at several area 
colleges about women’s health 
issues in Israel, the law she shep-
herded through the Knesset, and 
the connection between eating 
disorders and the media’s por-
trayal of women.  Her visit to 
Boston was sponsored by the 
Consulate General of Israel to 
New England.

The Journal caught up with 
Adatto at Brandeis University 
in Waltham, where she partici-
pated in a panel cosponsored by 
the Hadassah-Brandeis Institute 
and the college’s Schusterman 
Center for Israel Studies. 

Adatto’s focus on eating dis-
orders came accidentally, she 
said. While serving on a Knesset 
committee, a question emerged 

about health care coverage for 
treatment. As the only medi-
cal person in the room, all eyes 
turned to her, she recalled. She 
immersed herself in learning 
about the chronic health prob-
lem that often emerges with 
young teenage girls, but also with 
men. She worked closely with 
an expert from Haifa University, 
whose research showed a clear 
connection with representations 
of bodies in the media.  

According to Adatto, over 
the years, fashion photogra-
phy and advertising have por-
trayed unhealthy and unrealis-
tic images of women’s bodies. 
“The media is used to empower 
the thin look that girls tried to 
adopt,” she said.

In 2012, after Adatto led a 
three-year legislative pro-
cess, the Knesset adopted the 

“Photoshop Law.” One part of 
the law prohibits the hiring of 
adult models whose body mass 
index, or BMI, is below 18.5. BMI 
is a measure of body fat based 
on height and weight; for people 
of normal weight, the BMI is 
18.5 to 24.9.

The second part of the law 
requires advertisers and media 
publications to include a dis-
claimer if they digitally alter a 
photograph, with programs 
such as Photoshop, to make a 
model appeal thinner.

The law grabbed headlines 
around the world, thrusting 
Adatto into an advocacy role she 
has embraced, advising policy 
and lawmakers and speaking 
about eating disorders. Similar 

laws have been passed in France 
and Spain; Great Britain and 
Argentina are considering leg-
islation.   

“The main thing is raising 
awareness of the issue of eating 
disorders and the connection to 
the media,” Adatto said.  

It’s a message that resonated 
with Balser, the Newton state 
representative who was excited 
to extend an opportunity to leg-
islators and experts in the field 
of women’s health to hear about 
Israel’s experience. 

“She [Adatto] brings to the 
table so much, as a physician, 
an attorney, and as someone 
who has practiced in the field of 
women’s health,” Balser said.

There was a lot of interest 

among the 50 people at the State 
House briefing, said Balser, who 
has collaborated on other pro-
grams with the Israel consulate. 
Balser, a longtime advocate of 
women’s rights, said treatment 
for eating disorders can fall 
through the cracks of insurance 
coverage. She is especially inter-
ested in Adatto’s focus on pre-
vention. The two women already 
have followed up the meeting 
through emails, Balser said. 

As Adatto looks back at the 
twists and turns of her profes-
sional life, she said it is impor-
tant to take advantage of oppor-
tunities.  It’s a message she 
underscored with students at 
Brandeis.  

“My attitude is whenever 
you have a chance, grab that 
chance,” she said. 

In the future, she is open to 
reentering politics, she said. The 
global impact of the “Photoshop 
Law” has been gratifying, Adatto 
acknowledged. 

“It was a good reason for me 
to be in Parliament,” she said.

Workers’ Compensation 
and Personal Injury Lawyers

27 Congress Street
Suite 301
Salem, MA 01970 

978-745-0914
www.ppnlaw.com

(L-R): Attorneys Grace Harrington, Judson Pierce, Janice Skillings-Goff, 
Alan Pierce, Susan McDonald, Daniel Napolitano

Pierce, Pierce
& Napolitano

attorneys at law

NEW TO THE JOURNAL
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459 HUMPHREY STREET, 
SWAMPSCOTT, MA 01907 781-477-4242
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Adatto visits Boston to discuss Israel’s  
pioneering efforts to address eating disorders 

Photo by Michael Benezra/Consulate General of Israel to New England
Dr. Rachel Adatto, a former member of Israel’s Knesset, spoke at Brandeis University about Israel’s 
“Photoshop Law” related to eating disorders.

In Israel alone, some 
1,500 new cases of 
eating disorders are 
diagnosed each year, 
according to Adatto, 

a women’s health 
physician, former 

hospital executive, 
attorney, and former 
member of Israel’s 

Knesset.



By Yoav Limor
JNS.org

Every few weeks, the Israeli 
public receives a painful 
reminder that the most vio-

lent, deadly and complex sector 
is not the Gaza Strip or Lebanon, 
but Judea and Samaria. It hap-
pened two months ago, when 
two Israelis were murdered in 
a terrorist attack in the Barkan 
Industrial Park, and it happened 
again on Monday night, in the 
shooting attack at the bus stop 
in Ofra.

These terrorist attacks made 

headlines because they pull at 
the heartstrings. The Barkan 
industrial zone had been a 
symbol of tranquil coexistence, 
while in Ofra a young pregnant 
woman was critically wounded 
and underwent an emergency 
Caesarean section to save her 
baby.

In Judea and Samaria, real-
ity does not involve an occa-
sional “uptick” in terror attacks; 
they are part of the routine. 
On a nightly basis, dozens of 
army and police teams, mainly 
under the direction of the Shin 
Bet security agency, operate to 

thwart terrorist attacks.
From the beginning of the 

year until Tuesday morning, 
more than 530 significant terror-
ist attacks – bombs, abductions, 
car-rammings, stabbings, shoot-
ings – have been prevented, and 
more than 4,000 Palestinians 
have been detained. During this 
period, 10 Israelis were mur-
dered and 76 wounded in Judea 
and Samaria.

By comparison, although 
the northern and the southern 
sectors have garnered the most 
attention these past two months, 
the population there is far safer. 

The area of Judea and Samaria 
is far from tranquil. The number 
of thwarted and actual terrorist 
attacks attests to this, as are the 
motives behind them. Hamas, 
via its headquarters in Gaza and 
Turkey, is investing tremendous 
energy in carrying out attacks. 
While the terrorist group has 
sought to reduce the flames in 
Gaza, it wants to ignite a powder 
keg in Judea and Samaria.

To this end, it is trying to 
exploit a situation that is already 
unstable for numerous rea-
sons: the lack of a successor 
to Palestinian Authority leader 
Mahmoud Abbas, the stalled 
peace process, economic frus-
trations. In actuality, Hamas’s 
achievements have been spo-
radic and minor due to the scope 
of Israeli countermeasures, but 
also because the Palestinian 
public does not have a strong 
desire to take to the streets in 
protest.

Still, there will never be 100 
percent success when it comes 
to terror prevention. There will 
always be that one cell or lone 
terrorist who sneaks through the 
cracks.

My First Person submis-
sion to the Journal on Nov. 22 
described two of five commu-
nity based structural responses 
to anti-Semitic acts dealing with 
situations as the death of eleven 
Jews in a Pittsburgh synagogue, 
as well as the death of five Jews at 
Parkland, Florida’s high school. 
This is in contrast to other pub-
lished articles that stressed what 
I call the Wailing Wall approach 
of prayer and hope and poten-
tial outside security.

The three other structural 
community approaches begin 
with former New York Police 
Commissioner William Bratton’s 
“Broken Glass” approach to 
communities. Here the pres-
ence of activists demanding the 
police and the towns deal with 
small as much of large infrac-
tions of civility. Swastikas and 
B.B. gun use should be strong-
ly discussed in the area when 
these events occur. The fourth 
suggestion notes that as the 
national number of large-scale 
murders that have taken place 
do parallel the rise of the num-
ber of close-up murders in mov-
ies. They can stress how three 
or more close by murders or 
assassinations within a small 
area can be imitated by future 
mass killings. It would call for a 
V for Violence rating of movies. 
In March of 1981, I published 
“Movies to Murder By.” Three 
weeks later, President Ronald 
Reagan was wounded by John 
Hinckley under the influence of 
“Taxi Driver.” In the same year a 
Frank Sinatra movie, “The First 
Deadly Sin,” was pulled from 
the theaters as the pick ax mur-
der movie weapon of choice 
was imitated by members of the 
public. 

The fifth area is that of the 
True Believer of Eric Hoffer in 
action. When a government 
program is resisted by a major-
ity of citizens, the True Believer 
will usually act out to support 
the government view. This event 
occurs around two weeks after-
wards. Community activists can 
call for civility to help calm the 
reactions of the resisters and 
the government. A cry for civil-
ity in the media discussions 
would be helpful. There is no 
dog whistle approach of the 
government signaling the True 
Believer, but rather the True 
Believer responds on their own 
to the verbal tumult around him 
presented by the government 
action. 

A sixth activity is found in 
Middleton, where the Flint 
Public Library discusses cur-
rent events and Constitutional 
issues on the second and fourth 
Fridays of the month at 10:30 
a.m., entitled Socrates’ Café. All 
are welcome.

Leonard R. Friedman, MD, JD
Middleton

6 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – DECEMBER 13, 2018 EDITORIAL

Steven A. Rosenberg
PUBLISHER/EDITOR

JEWISH JOURNAL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome. 
Letters must be signed and include your name,  

address and telephone number for verification purposes. 
Submissions are subject to editing for accuracy,  

length, libel issues and good taste.  
Letters should be 300 words or less. Email submissions to:  

editor@jewishjournal.org, subject “Letters.”

Hanukkah has come and gone, and the 
light from the menorah has helped 
make our early winter evenings a 

little brighter. After eight nights of light we are 
reminded that shining light in the darkness 
can bring hope, and clarity. The holiday also 
reminds us that miracles can happen.

One of the jewels of Greater Boston that 
helps bring light to the community is this pub-
lication, the Jewish Journal. Our goal is to serve 
each and every Jew in Greater Boston. 

For over 41 years this paper has survived 
on the goodwill of advertisers, and aid from 
Jewish charities such as the Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies. We are also heavily dependent 
on your contributions. With just one-third of 
all Jews affiliating with traditional institutions, 
a free Jewish community newspaper is needed 
more than ever in Greater Boston. In simple 
terms, that means that the Jewish Journal – 
which is mailed at no charge to subscribers 
every other week – is the only Jewish content 
that regularly reaches the homes of thousands 
of Greater Boston Jews. 

On these pages, you will find stories about 
your neighbors, relatives, artists, synagogues, 
Israel, Torah, and Jewish institutions such as 
JCCs, day schools and charities. We endeavor 
to be a one-stop publication of all things 
Jewish. Pick up the Journal, and if you’re inter-
ested, you can find a synagogue for prayer, a 
rabbi to contact, a Hebrew school or Jewish 
camp for your child, a program to attend; an 
essay that will transport you to another time 

and place. Maybe after reading a story about 
Israel, you’ll be moved to make that long-
planned visit to Jerusalem or Tel Aviv. Or closer 
to home, after reading about a neighbor or a 
friend, you’ll feel the urge to pick up the phone 
or pay a personal visit. 

Journalism is a labor-intensive profession, 
and the reporting and printing of facts cannot 
be automated. In order to publish the paper, 
we also employ technology, and this year we 
are faced with the prospect of replacing our 
computer network and upgrading our office 
security. You can help us continue to keep 
our presses running. You can help bolster our 
newsroom and reporting by sending in a tax-
deductible donation. We can’t do this alone, 
and our future rests on generous contributions 
and support from our readers – and we are 
determined to find a way to keep the paper 
free so all Jews, regardless of income, can 
receive the Journal. As we turn to the end of 
the calendar year, we have great hopes for our 
publication. 

Please join us so we can continue to link this 
diverse and dynamic Jewish community. Are 
you moved to support us? If so, call us at 978-
745-4111 or send a donation to:

The Jewish Journal
P.O. Box 2089 
2 Margin Street 
Salem, MA 01970 

Thank you again for your support.

The noise is rising and we are 
not listening!

The warnings are not being 
listened to.

Must it be the “flood” once 
again?

Stop, look around, and listen 
to the growing warning around 
us!

Must each generation redis-
cover that flaw as if we are the 
first?

Perhaps maybe we can when 
there is still time?

Henry Basch
Peabody 

The sounds of hate

Suggested responses to anti-Semitic acts

You can help the Journal  
link the community 

A painful reminder in the form of terror
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By Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez 

On Friday night after our usual ser-
vices, we had a very unusual Oneg 
Shabbat/The Delight of Shabbat, 

the celebration of family and community. 
Temple Sinai members and friends were 
warmly welcomed at the Islamic Society 
of the North Shore in Lynn.

Our encounter was a part of the Pulpit 
Exchange, a feature of our ongoing joint 
program, the Manna Project. The proj-
ect brings together three diverse com-
munities: Temple Sinai, Clifton Lutheran 
Church in Marblehead, and the Islamic 
Society in Lynn. Together, we work toward 
a mutual goal: feeding the hungry and 
educating and bringing awareness about 
food insecurity.

Pastor Jim Bixby from Clifton Lutheran 
and Brother Fawaz Abusharkh from the 
Islamic Society spoke and taught the 
theological and social components of our 
project.

In my teaching, I mentioned how often 
we talk about Judeo-Christian thought 
and traditions, but rarely mention the 
reality of a Jewish-Muslim tradition, one 
that has historically enriched both cul-
tures and Western civilization.

I shared my background as a Seph-
ardic, Panamanian Jew descended from 
Spanish and Portugese Jews. My ances-
tors spoke about a long-gone Golden 
Age in the Old World. Cities like Cordoba, 
Toledo, Granada, and Seville in Spain’s 
portion of the Iberian Peninsula were 
places where Muslims, Jews, and 
Christians created a culture of tolerance 
with great advances in the scientific, eco-
nomic, and literary realms.

I spoke also about the great 
Maimonides, one of the most prolific and 
influential rabbis in the Middle Ages, who 
was also a philosopher, astronomer, and 
physician. Maimonides, also known as 
the Rambam, wrote and read in Arabic, 
learning from the ancient Greek philoso-
phies and other scientific tractates that 
the Arabs had translated. He was the per-
sonal doctor of the caliph in Cairo.

If you were to enter that mosque that 
night in Lynn and hear the chanting of 
the Koran, you would find it very similar 
to the way Middle-Eastern Jews pray and 
chant the Torah in their synagogues.

Many of my childhood friends’ grand-
parents still speak among themselves in 

Arabic, and their foods are spiced with 
the same flavors.

These Golden Ages are a good model 
to keep in our hearts as an inspiration we 
can aim toward.

The Jews who arrived in the United 
States called this land the “Golden 
Medinah: the Golden Land.” 

Wouldn’t it be fantastic to begin a new 
Golden Age in this Golden Land? To be 
able to construct together a society that 
learns how to not only tolerate, but also 
embrace and learn from their common-
alities and their differences? 

Everybody wants and talks about 
peace, but the reality is that peace is not 
only the lack of conflict. Peace is pro-

active: you have to go out of your way 
and out of your comfort zone. It is also 
more than dialogue. It is sharing your 
traditions and embracing your common 
humanity. 

This is why we decided to focus our 
social action on hunger. No matter what 
religion or language you speak, no mat-
ter where you come from, we all have to 
eat. That night all of us agreed on some-
thing: Our three religions say that if you 
go to sleep knowing there are brothers or 
sisters who have nothing to eat, then you 
cannot be called a Muslim/Christian/
Jew.

We were about to enter Hanukkah, 
and we could also already see all the 
Christmas lights and decorations shining 
around town. I asked my friend, Brother 
Fawaz, if Muslims have a holiday of light. 
He told me they didn’t. 

I told the Muslim community: You 
don’t need one holiday, this is it! This 
welcoming gathering of brothers and sis-
ters is a festival of light! This is a light that, 
although small, dispels so much of the 
darkness. 

We have kindled our very own light, 
and we are hopeful we can continue 
expanding through our communities and 
to see ourselves not as “us vs. them,” but 
as “us vs. the problem.” 

May we dream and work together, 
here, in Israel, in the Middle East, and 
throughout the world, and learn from 
the past and together build the future. 
Starting today.

Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez is 
the spiritual leader of Temple Sinai in 
Marblehead.

Shabbat Salaam
Finding the common good on a trip to the mosque

Pastor Jim Bixby, Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez and Brother Fawaz Abusharkh at the 
Islamic Society of the North Shore in Lynn.

By Lawrence Rifkin
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

JERUSALEM  – Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
certainly has his work cut out 
for him.

Besides serving as prime 
minister, he’s been acting health 
minister and acting foreign 
minister. Now, he’s taken on the 
role of acting defense minister, 
where he’ll personally oversee 
tensions that for months have 
been high along the border with 
Gaza, and now have spiked 
along the border with Lebanon.

He’s also suspected of fraud 
or bribery in three separate 
criminal cases. He’s had to 
undergo numerous hours of 
questioning by police, and now, 
with the police having officially 
recommended he be indicted 
for each file, he’s had to deal 
with a revolving door of defense 
attorneys, one of whom died 
and another who withdrew 
because she reportedly was not 
being paid.

No, life has not been easy for 
the prime minister – and to top 
it off, it looks like he’ll face early 
elections rather than conclude a 
full term next November.

Netanyahu has been act-
ing health minister since the 
original minister, head of one 
of the ultra-Orthodox factions 
in the coalition, resigned over 
perceived Sabbath violations 
concerning the state-owned 
railway. He’s been acting foreign 
minister because he had hoped 
to augment his coalition with 
an additional party and wanted 
to hold the position open as an 
incentive.

The defense portfolio fell 
into his lap last month when 

the defense minister withdrew 
his party from the coalition over 
policy differences concerning 
the Gaza Strip, which has seen 
months of deadly rioting along 
the border fence and sporadic 
rocket and mortar fire. In recent 
days, though, all eyes have been 
on the frontier with Lebanon, 
where the army has been uncov-
ering tunnels burrowed deep 
under the fence by Hezbollah, 
which is believed to have an 
estimated tens of thousands of 
rockets pointed at Israel. Just 
a small spark there would be 
enough to set off a war.

Politically, the party’s depar-
ture left Netanyahu with a razor-
thin Knesset majority of just 
61 out of 120 seats, and even 
that advantage was threatened 
when the prime minister kept 
the defense portfolio for himself 
rather than hand it over to the 
leader of another party sitting in 
his government. (This is not to 
mention yet a third disgruntled 
party leader who long has been 
at odds with Netanyahu over 

several areas of coalition-spon-
sored legislation.)

Now add to the mix 
Netanyahu’s mounting legal 
woes. They concern allegations 
that he and his family have 
improperly been living off the 
state’s largesse; that he con-
spired with the publisher of a 
newspaper to help boost its cir-
culation in return for friendlier 
coverage; and that he moved 
regulatory mountains worth as 
much as $300 million to a com-
munications tycoon in return 
for more sympathetic coverage 
from his online news site.

Several months ago, the 
police recommended that 
indictments be handed down 
in the first two cases, but now 
they’ve recommended indict-
ments for the third – which 
is seen as the strongest case 
against Netanyahu. For now, 
those recommendations lie in 
the lap of his attorney-general, 
whose purview includes all state 
prosecutions. He’s a Netanyahu 
appointee but is viewed by 

many as being in no one’s pock-
et. Legal experts say he’ll have to 
make a decision on indictments 
within a few months at most.

By law, Netanyahu will have 
to resign if convicted. However 
his predecessor, Ehud Olmert, 
who ended up in jail for crimi-
nal activity of his own, resigned 
as head of his Kadima party 
even before the first of several 
indictments came along, creat-
ing something of a precedent. 
As a result, the heads of parties 
in the opposition are loudly call-
ing for Netanyahu’s resignation. 
Even more important, the heads 
of parties within his coalition 
feel he should do something, 
anything, even if it means call-
ing for early elections, some-
thing he does not want. But 
most importantly, Netanyahu 
has been losing support within 
his own party.

Gideon Sa’ar is a popular fig-
ure in the Likud. He twice came 
out of party primaries direct-
ly behind Netanyahu and was 
seen by many as his heir-appar-
ent. But in the Likud, where 
Netanyahu has been loath to 
groom a successor, that’s a rec-
ipe for trouble, so in September 
2014, Sa’ar, by then interior 
minister and not yet 48 (he 
turned 52 this week), dropped 
a bombshell and announced he 
was leaving politics, ostensibly 
to spend more time with his 
family.

Political commentators 
scoffed at the notion: He was 
taking a timeout to regroup 
while Netanyahu stewed in 
his tzuris. Sure enough, Sa’ar 
announced his comeback last 
year as the prime minister slid 
deeper and deeper into the 
mud.

Then, somewhere among 
Netanyahu’s associates, a light 
flickered on. It turns out there’s 
a loophole in the law that 
gives the president the power 
to call on someone to form a 
government. Until know, it was 
popularly believed only that 
the politician need not be the 
head of the party that gets the 
most votes, only the head of the 
party that has the best chance 
of forming a coalition. But now 
it turns out that the politician 
need not even be head of the 
party – a good thing for Sa’ar.

The current president, 
Reuven Rivlin, comes from the 
Likud. He is extremely popu-
lar with the masses, even those 
on the other side of the politi-
cal spectrum. And he despises 
Netanyahu, who slighted him 
at almost every turn as they 
came up through the ranks of 
the party and the Knesset, up to 
and including his candidacy for 
the role of president.

To close the loophole, 
Netanyahu this week gained 
full agreement from the parties 
in his coalition to ram a bill 
through the Knesset. It’s been 
dubbed the Gideon Sa’ar Bill, 
and it’s a sign that the prime 
minister is truly feeling the pres-
sure, for it’s said that the quid 
pro quo is early elections.

What can we learn from this? 
Aside from the whiff of elec-
tions being in the air, Benjamin 
Netanyahu seems more willing 
to take on Hezbollah than he is 
Gideon Sa’ar.

Lawrence Rifkin is the 
Journal’s bureau chief in 
Jerusalem. 

Of Hezbollah, Gaza and new elections
Netanyahu doesn’t want them, but there are signs that he’s less afraid of Hezbollah than he is of a party rival

Photo by Israel Defense Forces
The Israeli military drills near the Lebanese border where Hezbollah 
attack tunnels have been found.
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DANVERS – A guy runs up 
to a trampoline, bounces off 
it, and does a triple side flip. 
Then, seemingly out of nowhere, 
another guy does three differ-
ent types of elaborate flips in 
a row on top of a mat. From 
another unseen corner, a third 
guy jumps from one progres-
sively higher box to another, 
until he jumps off the highest 
box with another side flip. Then, 
in a matter of seconds, a fourth 
guy scampers effortlessly up a 
massive ramp.

It’s just a typical day at the 
Gymja Warrior ninja obstacle 
and parkour gym off Route 114 
in Danvers.

Josh Rudin, who lives in town 

and has owned the place for a 
year, calls this elaborate, chal-
lenging maze a “nontraditional 
movement gym.” 

The gym, which also has a 
location in Woburn, offers a 
comprehensive obstacle course 
and classes on different ways to 
conquer it. Lessons are offered 
in flips, parkour (the sport of try-
ing to move from one obstacle 
to another in the most efficient 
way possible through climbing, 
jumping, and flips); tricking (a 
type of movement that com-
bines martial arts, gymnastics, 
and breakdancing); trampolin-
ing; and more. 

“I think we’re unique,” said 
Rudin. “There’s a lot of gyms 
popping up now that are park-
our gyms, there’s a lot of gyms 
that are ninja gyms, but there’s 

not a lot of gyms that offer all 
of it under one roof … it’s really 
one of the only places that you 
can come and not just train for 
ninja warrior or train parkour, 
but you can train holistically.” 

Rudin grew up in Danvers, 
where he enjoyed what he calls a 

“typical Conservative child-
hood.” His family belonged to 
Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody 
(which he and his wife and chil-
dren recently rejoined) and was 
a member of United Synagogue 
Youth, which took him on a teen 
trip to Israel. 

He and his wife, Gina, were 
looking for ways that their 
sons Max and Jaden – who do 
not enjoy team sports – could 
remain active. Both sons took 
to Gymja Warrior immediately, 
and the family began spending 
more and more time there, until 
eventually Josh and Gina began 
looking into buying the place.

In addition to its many class-
es, Gymja Warrior has been an 
active force for good in the com-
munity. The Rudins have hosted 
a number of fundraisers that 
have raised more than $16,000 
for local schools, sports leagues, 
and nonprofits. In November, 
the gym hosted a fundraiser to 
support those impacted in the 
Merrimack Valley gas explo-
sions, an event that was free for 
active and retired military and 
their families. In September, 
the gym opened up its obsta-
cle course for the Boston Heart 
Walk to support the American 
Heart Association, and is putting 
together a team to participate in 
next year’s walk. 

The Rudins also have raised 
money for the annual Boston 
VisionWalk in support of a 
coach who has retinitis pig-
mentosa, which can lead to loss 
of sight. Through a program 
called Gymja2Go,  staff has 
taken both its obstacle course 
and lessons about overcoming 
personal obstacles to several 
local schools, including Hebrew 
school at Chabad of Peabody. 

“We’re very much not just 
into the physical, but the mental 
growth of the kids as well,” said 
Rudin. 
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Jewish ninjas? They’re flipping and bouncing  
at Gymja Warrior in Danvers

Raizel Schusterman of Chabad of Peabody embraces her inner ninja 
in a Gymja2Go event.

Josh, Gina, Max, and Jaden Rudin.

Michael Kramer
Michael.Kramer@raveis.com

Karen Butt
Karen.Butt@raveis.com

11  ATLANT IC  AVE  |  MARBLEHEAD |  MA |  0 1945

978.337.5597
Our Mission Statement:

Selling your home is not just an important financial transaction for your 
family, it is a complex and personal decision; As experienced Realtors, 

we are committed to this process being a superlative experience.

“Karen and Micheal put it in overdrive to find 
me the house I have fallen in love with. Initially, 
I was looking for an investment property. Karen 
knew that I loved the mid century modern look 
and she found a house that was “off market”. 
We switched gears and they found a great 
long term tenant for my investment property, 
which made an easy transition to have rental 
income secure. All I can say is Thank you Karen 
and Michael, I am so happy. I also have a new 
black lab puppy mookie who loves the house 

and neighborhood too!” 

Linda Cleary, 
Swampscott, MA 



By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

“Tikkun Olam feels 
so central to my 
life as a Jew,” said 

Jason Slavick, the former Gann 
Academy Arts Department chair 
and artistic director for the local 
troupe Liars and Believers. Now, 
Slavick has turned that passion 
for improving and repairing the 
world into an experimental piece 
that combines storytelling, an 
original score, masks, and pup-
petry called “A Story Beyond: A 
Musical Fable.” Slavick has writ-
ten and directed a piece that, 
while lively, spirited, and well-
performed, could nevertheless 
use some tweaking.

“It means going beyond 
ourselves,” said Slavick of the 
play’s title. “The central theme 
is empathy. We are living in a 
wounded, fractured time. To 
heal our country, we’re going 
to have to relearn how to go 
beyond ourselves and have 
compassion for other people.” 
Slavick feels a play about Tikkun 

Olam is especially relevant in 
the current political climate.  

“After the 2016 election, the 
national environment was so 
toxic,” said Slavick. “It’s not 
about Trump at all. It’s about 
sections of our society scream-
ing at each other.”

Slavick and company turned 
the story into a fable, a form of 
narrative which Slavick referred 
to as “simple archetype stories,” 
in order to depict the steps 
necessary to resolving conflict. 
“A Story Beyond” makes use 
of meteorological methapors. 
Maya, the activist protagonist, 
wants to save her village from 
an ominous dark cloud and 
ever worsening weather. The 
ominous dark cloud is likely a 
metaphor for pollution, while 
the references to “changing 
weather” likely refer to climate 
change. Throughout the fable, 
the sun and the cloud represent 
humans’ conflicting impulses to 
fight for good or to do nothing.

Along the way, Slavick and 
his troupe enrich the fable with 
iconic images, like a storyteller 

whose narratives keep her alive 
(Scheherazade and the Tales 
of the Arabian Nights come to 
mind) and the Firebird (think 
of Russian folklore). The sud-
den storyline about a princess 
named Vasilisa Visilyeva is a bit 
confusing, but the production’s 
projected text helps. Humorous 
asides, like a vegan bear who 
loves nuts, sweeten the experi-
ence at Boston Center for the 
Arts’ appealingly intimate black 
box theater.

Though the script can be 
overly busy, “A Story Beyond” 
possesses many assets common 
to gifted counterpart troupe 
Imaginary Beasts. Look for high 
energy, great agility and sharply 
phrased text and vocals from 
ensemble quartet Rachel Wiese, 
Jesse Garlick, Rosie McInnes, 
and Aislinn Brophy. Jeff Butcher 
on mandolin and Bri Tagliaferro 
on cello do full justice to com-
poser Nathan Leigh’s evocative 
score (“He’s writing the music 
his grandparents would have 
written,” Slavick noted). High 
marks also go to scenic design-

er Rebecca Lehrhoff for a vivid 
troubadours’ traveling wagon, 
Kendra Bell’s period costumes, 
and especially Faye Dupras’ dis-
tinctive puppetry design and PJ 
Strachman’s smarty modulated 
lighting. 

Slavick speaks of this effort 
“going beyond storytelling.” 
This experimental showcase 
may need honing, but Liars and 

Believers are a worthy troupe, 
and “A Step Beyond” is a timely 
exploration.

“A Story Beyond: A Musical 
Fable” will play at the Plaza 
Black Box Theatre, Boston 
Center for the Arts, through Dec. 
22. Visit bostontheatrescene.com 
or call 617-933-8600. Pay what 
you can.

Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

Sun 12/23: NERF WAR 1-3pm (Danvers only) 
Mon 12/24: Open Gym 11am-4pm 
Tue 12/25: Open Gym 11am-4pm (Woburn only) 
Wed 12/26: Clinic 10am-1pm (open gym 1-3pm) 
Thu 12/27: Clinic 10am-1pm (open gym 1-3pm) 
Fri 12/28: Clinic 10am-1pm (open gym 1-3pm) 
Fri 12/28: Nerf  War 3-5pm (Danvers only) 
Mon 12/31: Open Gym 11am-4pm 
Mon 12/31: Nerf  War 4-6pm (Danvers only) 
Tue 01/01: Open Gym 11am-4pm (Danvers only) 

Bundle and save!  All listed 
Nerf  Wars, Open Gyms, and 

Clinics for only $200  
(over $300 value!!)

Nerf  Wars: $25 per person 
Clinics: $50 per person 
Open Gyms: $10/hr, $30/day 

Need a break from Chinese food and 
movies this Christmas?  

150R Andover St, Danvers 
10U Gill St, Woburn www.GymjaWarrior.com/DecemberCamp

We’re open Christmas Day in Woburn from 11am to 4pm

Including Fresh
NEW Shipments!

HOLIDAY 2018 FASHIONS
by names you LOVE and WANT now!

OMSCS!

Celebrating 36 Years

427 Paradise Road  •  Vinnin Square  •  Swampscott  •  781-599-8829
Monday-Friday 10-6  •  Saturday 10-5  •  Sunday 12-4

SALE STARTS 
THURSDAY,
DEC. 13th
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By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Digging deep into the his-
tory of the United States 
reveals a largely unrec-

ognized fact: Jews played a role 
in the events that launched the 
American Revolution. Like their 
fellow early settlers, they were 
divided in their loyalties, but 
there is no denying they had 
skin in the game.

The most famous revolution-
ary Jew was Polish-born Haym 
Salomon, a successful foreign 
securities dealer who helped 
finance the American cause. 
Francis Salvador was the first 
Jew elected to public office in 
the colonies. He was also the 
first Jew killed in the American 
Revolutionary War, fighting in 
1776 on the South Carolina fron-
tier. Abigail Minis was a 
Savannah, Ga., businesswoman 
and landowner who helped sup-
ply provisions for the revolu-
tionary forces.

Don’t hold your breath, how-
ever, waiting for these unsung 
Jewish patriots to appear in 
The New Rep Theatre’s pro-
duction of the 1969 Broadway 
hit, “1776.” The Tony Award-
winning musical now onstage 
in Watertown focuses exclu-
sively on the tumultuous polit-

ical machinations that led to 
the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence on July 4. Our 
Jewish revolutionaries are not 
even a footnote.

Nonetheless, co-directors 
Austin Pendleton and Kelli 
Edwards (the same team that 
breathed new life into the 
thread-worn “Fiddler on the 
Roof”) manage to shake things 
up by launching the play into 
the 21st century and casting it as 
gender and race neutral. Women 
play men, men play women, 
and the racial diversity on stage 

rivals that of “Hamilton.” 
The strategy is, for the most 

part, clever and effective. The 
always outstanding Bobbie 
Steinbach is dazzling as Ben 
Franklin. She steals every scene 
she is in (which is most of them) 
with her impeccable timing and 
gestures. It also doesn’t hurt 
that her character’s lines are the 
script’s best crafted.

The three-hour show takes 
place during a long, steamy 
Philadelphia summer. The 
Second Continental Congress, 
an unruly, exhausted, and petu-

lant group of men representing 
the original 13 colonies, meets 
day after day in a stifling room 
– the windows can’t be opened 
or the chamber would fill with 
flies. Front and center on their 
agenda is deciding whether to 
declare national independence 
and unite formally in rebellion 
against British rule or remain 
separate sovereign colonies. 

John Adams of Massachusetts 
is desperate to persuade this ill-
tempered and motley crew that 
time is running out. If Congress 
doesn’t act now as a united front 
to throw off Great Britain’s tyr-
anny, he fears General George 
Washington’s ragtag and out-
numbered army will suffer 
crushing and lethal defeat.

The stumbling block is that 
Adams (in a spot on perfor-
mance by Benjamin Evett) is, 
even by his own admission, 
obnoxious and disliked. Few 
take him or his ideas serious-
ly. As the days pass, the room 
temperature and tempers flare, 
threatening to derail Adams’ 
dream. “It’s a revolution. We’re 
going to have to offend some-
one!” he bellows as yet another 
delegate proposes a self-serving 
amendment. 

The script, based on the book 
by Peter Stone, is at times a 
starchy history lesson, unwaver-

ing in its emphasis on facts and 
chronology. The lackluster score 
and competent but uninspired 
choreography and lighting do 
not lighten the load. Although 
the audience leaves chock-full 
of knowledge, the lingering 
aftertaste is of a snack chosen 
for nutritional value rather than 
flavor.

White men comprised the 
real Second Congress. In this 
modern version, half the del-
egates are women, dressed as 
– and playing the roles of – men. 
Although initially distracting, 
the novelty soon wears off and 
everyone becomes a co-equal 
delegate. Suddenly, what real-
ly matters are the words they 
speak, not how they look or 
sound. 

The directors succeed in 
creating a truly representative 
body, one that is color blind and 
gender neutral, united by the 
simple commonality of human-
ness. Basking in that possibility, 
even if it is only make believe, is 
well worth the price of admis-
sion.

“1776” runs through Dec. 30 
at the Mosesian Center for the 
Arts, 321 Arsenal St., Watertown. 
Tickets are $22 (student) to $72. 
Visit newrep.org or call 617-923-
8487.

Erasing gender and race barriers puts a new face on ‘1776’

Photo by Andy Brilliant/Brilliant Photography
Bobbie Steinbach (as Benjamin Franklin) and Benjamin Evett (as John 
Adams).

“A Story Beyond” is a timely fable exploring Tikkun Olam



44 Summer Street in Danvers  |  online: seasonsofdanvers.com

Contact Suzanne to learn about our wonderful way of life:

978.777.0230
ASSISTED LIVING SPECIALIZING IN MEMORY CARE

We understand. We care. 
Seasons can help.

This was the best memory care 
experience for my mother and support

for our family.

She is safe and well-cared for, and the 
activities are thoughtfully matched with a 
loved one’s interests. Seasons has the best 

care team - they are all superb!

- Jane C., resident daughter

Small Home-Like Neighborhoods
Safe, Secure Setting
24 - Hour Care Staff

Innovative & Holistic Programs
Private Apartments
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By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

There are many organiza-
tions, programs, and trips 
designed to teach American Jews 
about Israel. But what about the 
other way around? 

Aaron Kalman, a program 
officer in Israel-American Jewish 
relations for the Ruderman 
Family Foundation, recently 
helped organize a delegation 
of influential Israeli journalists 
to spend five days in Boston 
and New York City, where they 
learned about everything from 
different groups within the 
American Jewish community 
to the Boycott, Divestment, 
Sanctions movement, to  Lower 
East Side tenements.

“What makes [our program] 
rather unique, not exclusively 
so, but rather unique in this 
field, is that we understand the 
relationship to be two ways: you 
also have to educate the Israeli 
side,” said Kalman, who lives in 
Jerusalem. “It’s not enough for 
an American Jew to learn about 
Israel – the conversation is going 
to get stuck unless the Israelis 
know about the Americans, too.”

Jay Ruderman, the president 
of the foundation, sees the value 
in the exchange. “The relation-
ship between Israel and the 
American Jewish community is 
a two-way street,” he said. “The 
Ruderman Family Foundation 
leads the efforts to expose Israeli 
opinion leaders to the history, 
reality, challenges, and opportu-
nities of American Jewry, since 
mutual understanding is a key 
component of building a con-

structive conversation between 
the sides. We have been hosting 
delegations for almost a decade 
and this year’s mission, with 
the backdrop of recent tensions 
between Israel and American 
Jewry, proved yet again the need 
to expose the Israeli leader-
ship to the various parts of the 
American Jewish community.”

From Nov. 4 to 8, the founda-
tion helped nine Israeli journal-

ists with a diverse range of view-
points do just that for the eighth 
year in a row. The delegation 
included heavyweights who are 
household names in Israel, such 
as Aryeh Golan, the host of the 
flagship morning news program 
on Israeli radio; Maya Ziv, the 
host of Israel’s leading morn-
ing television news show; Shay 
Sapir, the head of social media 
operations at Ynetnews.com, 

Israel’s leading news website; 
and Yaakov Grodka, the editor-
in-chief of B’Hadrei Haredim, 
one of the largest ultra-Ortho-
dox news sites in the world.

“It was a very diverse group 
both in terms of the media out-
lets they represent, and the goal 
is to help bridge the conversa-
tion,” said Kalman. 

During their stay, the group 
was able to meet twice in New 
York with top American Jewish 
journalists. After a visit to the 
New York Times’ headquarters, 
there was a panel discussion 
on the American media’s cov-
erage of Israel that included, 
among others, freelance jour-
nalist and author Peter Beinart, 
the former editor of The New 
Republic, and New York Times 
book review writer and editor 
Gal Beckerman, who also is a 
correspondent for The Forward. 

The next day, editors and writ-
ers for Jewish publications host-
ed a panel about the American 
Jewish media, addressing politi-
cal issues surrounding Israel 
and its relationship with the 
United States. Consultant and 
lobbyist Jeff Ballabon and for-
mer New York Congressman 
Steve Israel hosted discussions 
on the U.S.-Israel political rela-
tionship, while representatives 
from the Jewish Community 
Relations Council and the Anti-
Defamation League hosted a 
panel on the BDS movement. 
The group also attended the 
annual gala to benefit the New 
England Friends of the Israel 
Defense Forces at the Boston 
Convention and Exhibition 
Center.

However, the trip was not 
solely devoted to media and 
politics. The group attended a 
historic tour of the Lower East 
Side with local Rabbi Andy 
Bachman. In a panel event enti-
tled “The Next Generation and 
Israel,” the group met with a 
series of students from Jewish 
organizations at different uni-
versities in Boston to discuss the 
current climate on American 
university campuses for Jewish 
students. 

“How do we dissect the 
American Jewish commu-
nity? Because a lot of people, 
especially in Israel, talk about 
Conservative, Reform, and 
Orthodox, but there’s many, 
many different ways of look-
ing at that,” said Kalman, of the 
Ruderman Foundation. “Are we 
talking about American Jews 
who are fourth or fifth genera-
tion [here], such as we encoun-
tered with the student panel? 
Are we talking about American 
Jews off of the student panel 
who themselves are in their 
young 20s and moved from Iran 
to the States in their lifetime? I 
just mentioned three conversa-
tions – each of them challenges 
in a different way.”

According to Kalman, chal-
lenging old viewpoints and rais-
ing new questions was one of 
the most important goals of the 
trip.  

“We at the foundation hope 
[the Israeli journalists] leave 
with questions,” he said. “If they 
come back saying, ‘We have 
questions that we didn’t ask 
before,’ then that’s a success for 
us.” 

Israeli journalists visit the Lower East Side in New York. 

Ruderman Foundation helps Israeli journalists learn about American Jews



By Michelle Harris
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

MARBLEHEAD – Marty 
Schneer kept coming back to 
the same question: Would com-
munity members be interested 
in Jewish-themed international 
group travel opportunities? 

To find out, Schneer, exec-
utive director of the Jewish 
Community Center of the North 
Shore in Marblehead, and Sara 
Ewing, the JCCNS’s adult pro-
gram director, recently con-
ducted a survey of members, 
which showed there was unde-
niable interest. 

Schneer asked former JCCNS 
President Diane Knopf to 
research options for a European 
excursion. Knopf had just con-
cluded working at the Epstein 
Hillel School, where for 11 years, 
she was responsible for com-
munity engagement and fund-
raising. As a self-proclaimed 
“frustrated travel agent,” she 
jumped at the opportunity to 
plan an affordable trip that 
would appeal to other travel-
lovers like her.  

Now the JCCNS has 
announced an eight-day trip 
to the epicenter of Eastern 
Europe – Budapest, Vienna, and 
Prague – which will take place 
from May 29 to June 7. The 
trip, which will accommodate a 
maximum of 40 people, will cost 
approximately $3,000 per per-
son, including airfare, several 
meals, and accommodations at 
4-star hotels. The rate is based 
on double occupancy (a supple-
ment will be added for singles) 
and does not include trip insur-
ance and gratuities. 

The trip is being organized by 
the group-travel agency smarT-
ours, but Knopf is customizing 
the itinerary to include some of 
the region’s rich Jewish history 
and sights. While there will be 
a significant amount of walk-
ing, the trip’s pace is consid-
ered “moderate,” with plenty of 
down time for participants to 

explore on their own or relax at 
their hotel. 

“The JCCNS is thrilled to sup-
port opportunities for commu-
nity members to travel together, 
learn about their Jewish heri-
tage, and experience the history 
and culture of such a fascinat-
ing region of the world,” said 
Schneer.  

The group will depart Logan 
Airport for Budapest, where a 
local expert will guide a visit to 
the Dohány Street Synagogue, 
the 13th-century Matthias 
Coronation Church, and the 
Citadel on Gellért Hill. The tour 
also will meander through the 
scenic Hungarian countryside, 
with a stop in the artist town of 
Szentendre. 

Once in Austria, the group 
will experience Vienna from 
the center of the Habsburg 
Empire, including the circu-
lar grand boulevard known as 
Vienna Ring Road, the Hofburg 
Imperial Palace, the State 
Opera, and the Cathedral of St. 
Stephen’s, one of the country’s 
architectural gems. Those on 
the tour also will spend time 
exploring the Sigmund Freud 
Museum – located in the same 
building and apartment where 
the Jewish founder of psy-
choanalysis lived and worked 
and the Judenplatz Holocaust 

Memorial, where the names of 
the 65,000 Austrian Jews killed 
by the Nazis are inscribed.

The trip will end in the city 
of Prague with an explora-

tion of the city’s Jewish past, 
including famous synagogues, 
sites associated with the late 
Jewish writer Franz Kafka, and 
a view of Terezin, where the 
Theresienstadt concentration 
camp was located. 

Knopf also has arranged for 
an optional pre-trip from May 
25 to 29 for those wishing to 
explore Poland. Participants will 
learn about Warsaw’s rich histo-
ry, with visits to the monument 
of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 
and the Auschwitz concentra-
tion camp, where a museum 
now stands to honor Holocaust 
victims. The Poland excursion 
costs an additional $400 and 
requires a minimum of 10 trav-
elers.

Although the trip has not yet 
been widely promoted, Knopf 
already has spent hours field-
ing questions from interested 

community members. “I have 
no doubt that we’ll have enough 
sign-ups to run the main trip as 
well as the four-day Poland leg,” 
she said. “My hope is that we 
can build a group connection 
before the trip even begins with 
a series of introductory and ‘get-
acquainted’ meetings. There’s 
great excitement already build-
ing within the community.”

A meeting to discuss the 
trip and answer questions 
will be held at the JCCNS, 
4 Community Road in 
Marblehead, on Jan. 3 at 7 
p.m. Initial non-refundable 
deposits of $300 per person are 
due by Jan. 7. For questions, 
please contact Diane Knopf at 
dmillknopf@gmail.com or Sara 
Ewing at sewing@jccns.com or 
call 781-476-9913. 

781-639-4759
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”
Geriatric Care Management • Dementia/Alzheimer Care • Home Health Aides
Nursing Care • Medication Management • Assist with bathing/dressing
Meal planning/preparation • Companionship • Transportation
Light cleaning/laundry • Respite Care • Shopping/errands

… and more … from 2 to 24 hours a day

Email: confidentialcare@verizon.net Susan K. Newton, President

5 Ways to check 
on Mom's well-being 
this holiday season.

Give a Hug 
Do you notice weight changes, increased frailty?

Observe Her Social Life 
Are there signs of active friendships, or isolation? 

Open the Medicine Cabinet 
Is Mom taking her medications as prescribed? 

Check the Mail Check the Mail 
Look for unopened mail or unpaid bills

Inspect the Kitchen 
Look for expired food, broken appliances 

If your mom isn't doing well at home alone, 
Forestdale Park may be the perfect solution. 
We offer an innovative enriching approach to 
senior living and Alzheimer's care. 

Ask 
about our Trial Stay Program

341 Forest Street, Malden MA  |  781.333.8903  |  ForestdalePark.com

Se niors
Af for da ble Se nior Hous ing For Over 30 Ye ars

social activities • small pets oK
Cle an, qui et, Af for da ble.

4 lo CA tions:
danvers • salem

peabody • beverly

EQU AL HOUS ING
OP POR TU N I  TY A POAH Community

Preservation Housing Community Management, LLC

~ Glavy, Caregiver to Brother

“My brother’s stability is really  
important. Keeping him home is  
essential to our family. Adult Foster 
Care of the North Shore has been 
instrumental in facilitating all the 
resources we need for him to  
thrive in our family home.”

978-281-2612  
AdultFosterCareNS.com  

Celebrating 15 Years
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JCC offers a chance to explore Jewish history in Eastern Europe 

Photo from www.jewishtourhungary.com
Budapest’s Dohány Street Synagogue seats nearly 3,000 people.



Shore Village is conveniently located near area shops and restaurants,  
public transportation and beach. Our brand new apartments are equipped  

with full kitchens, washer and dryer in unit and walk-in closets.  
Community room with fireplace and rooftop deck with great views.

A community for 62 plus.
For more information and to arrange a tour call 978-532-4800

137 EASTERN AVE., LYNN
Managed by Crowninshield Management Corporation

$1,300

THE GABLES OFFERS
• On-site Five Star Wellness & Rehab

• Fine dining prepared daily by our Executive Chef
• Diverse social, educational and cultural programs providing  

mental stimulation and physical exercise through our Lifestyle360 Programming
• Chauffeured transportation to medical appointments, shopping,  

cultural events, restaurants and local places of interest
• Computer center, library, activity center with demonstration kitchen, and bistro

• Spacious apartments, including full-size upgraded kitchens  
with granite countertops and stainless steel appliances

THE GABLES AT WINCHESTERTHE GABLES AT WINCHESTER
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Burlington. He is president 
of Temple Tiferet Shalom of 
Peabody, which formed in 2015 
when Temple Tifereth Israel in 
Malden closed and consolidat-
ed with Temple Beth Shalom of 
Peabody. He is a longtime mem-
ber of the Burlington Board of 
Health, and a medical affairs 
consultant.

He and Jonathan, a 
Philadelphia-based biophar-
maceutical executive, arrive at 
Malden High School at 1:30 in 
the morning to begin preparing 
for the day. With trucks bring-
ing in hundreds of pounds of 
donated roast beef, potatoes, 
green beans, carrots, stuffing, 
gravy, and turkey, there is a lot 
of work to do before the meal is 
served at noon.

For many years, Ed and 
Jonathan alone directed this 
gargantuan culinary under-
taking. It began at 2:30 one 
Christmas morning when the 
event’s chef couldn’t make it. 

“I said, ‘Who’s gonna make 
the food?’ Everyone was stand-

ing around and they sort of 
pointed at me,” said Ed. “We 
put together a timeline of what 
do we need you to do now and 
every 20 minutes from 2:30 in 
the morning until noontime. I 
put the timeline together, and 
with the help of God, we got it 
done. The next year, they said, 
‘Ed, when are you starting?’” 

State Representative Ken 
Gordon, who lives in Bedford 
and attends Temple Isaiah in 
Lexington, enjoys being a play-
er in what he calls Ed Weiner’s 
orchestra. “[Ed] is the orches-
tra conductor. I play an instru-
ment, which happens to be a 
potato,” said Gordon. He enjoys 
chatting with the fellow mem-
bers of the philharmonic as 
they prepare food. “I have some 
really interesting discussions 
while doing it. We talk about 
the issues involving our com-
munity, our Jewish community, 
we talk about what’s going on 
in the state, the country,” said 
Gordon, who also is an attorney. 
“It’s easy to roll over in bed that 
night, but it means something 
when you make a sacrifice.”

Now, Mike Levine, the execu-
tive chef at Rockefellas restau-

rant in Salem, helps Ed and 
Jonathan manage the group of 
volunteers unloading, peeling, 
chopping, and cooking. Given 
that it’s Christmas, Ed estimates 
that about three quarters of the 
volunteers are 
Jewish. Many of 
them, like Sam 
Tabasky, a con-
sultant from 
Middleton, are 
members of 
Temple Tiferet 
Shalom.  

“This has 
really been a 
major project for 
our temple all 
these years,” said 
Tabasky, who has 
participated in 
the event every year since its 
inception. “It’s a privilege to do 
something like this. It’s some-
thing we feel we owe the com-
munity, and we want to give 
back to the community, and 
allow other people to have their 
day off.”

The event attracts volunteers 
from around the region, includ-
ing Phillip Weiner, Ed’s broth-

er who now lives in Newton, 
and is a former international 
war crimes judge; state Senator 
Cindy Friedman of Arlington; 
and Malden Mayor Gary 
Christenson.

“One of the 
things we joke 
about is that all 
volunteers are 
the same – so 
whether you’re a 
politician or any-
body else who’s 
showing up, 
you’re most like-
ly at 2:30, 3 in the 
morning peeling 
potatoes with 
everyone else,” 
said Jonathan. 
“On Christmas 

Day last year, there was a big 
snowstorm in the Boston area, 
and I was wandering around the 
high school looking for a shovel, 
and Gary [Christenson] said, 
‘I’ve got one in my car!’ And next 
thing you know, you have the 
mayor of Malden shoveling out 
the front walkway of the high 
school so that our volunteers 
could get in.”

According to Jonathan, 
he and his father begin plan-
ning next year’s event the day 
after Christmas. Ed works hard 
to raise money, and for the 
past few years has personally 
matched every donation up to 
$1,000. Meanwhile, Jonathan 
works hard to secure donations 
for food and toiletries. 

“We work the rest of the year 
to figure things out, to get a 
number of donations, whether 
it be financial, soaps, shampoos, 
other toiletries, or even food,” 
said Jonathan. “Throughout the 
year, we’ve been fortunate to 
have a number of key partner-
ships.” 

Two of their largest donors 
are Bimbo Bakeries, a commer-
cial bakery in Wilmington, and 
Costco of Everett, which both 
fill two or three pickup trucks 
worth of donated food. 

Once those truckloads have 
been prepared to perfection, 
there is often so much food that 
guests leave with up to a week’s 
worth of meals. Additionally, 
700 to 800 Christmas dinners 
are delivered to people unable 
to leave their homes. The event 
also provides hundreds of boxes 
of toiletries for its guests. 

Decades after Jonathan first 
asked his father how they could 
help the homeless, Ed is satis-
fied that they have done their 
part.

“We’re talking about hun-
dreds of Jewish people coming 
together to make a difference on 
Christmas – it’s really extraor-
dinary,” he said. “When I die, 
they’re gonna ask me did I make 
a difference. I’ve done so much, 
Jonathan has done so much, 
that we can say we did.” 

To volunteer, contact 
Congregation Tiferet Shalom  
in Peabody. Call 978-535-2100 
or visit templetiferetshalom.org.

Malden
from page 1

State Representative Ken Gordon, Jonathan Weiner, and Ed Weiner 
join hundreds of other volunteers to prepare 1,500 meals each 
Christmas.

Jonathan Weiner and Malden Mayor Gary Christenson prepare to-go 
meals for hundreds of isolated and immobile people.

“It’s a privilege to do 
something like this. It’s 
something we feel we 

owe the community, and 
we want to give back 
to the community, and 
allow other people to 
have their day off.” 

– Sam Tabasky



when your apartment is 
at Two Victory Road.

The perfect address for people 
who want a little extra help to 

get a lot more out of life.

Two Victory Road is a wonderful 
neighborhood conveniently located 
on a scenic and serene pond on the 

Salem/Lynn line. 

Featuring a brand new community 
room, gym and active resident 

service program.

1 and 2 bedrooms 
starting at $1,500

Contact Karen at 978-532-4800 
for a property tour

Professionally managed by 
Crowninshield Management Company

There is no place like home

You get MORE for your money

At a senior rental community, the money you pay each 
month is gone forever. At a life care community, you’re 
forced to pay for extra care you may never use. But at 
Brooksby Village, 90% of your entrance deposit is 
refundable.* You only pay for more advanced care if 
you need it.

Brooksby Village offers MORE 
than other senior living options

North Shore
BrooksbyVillage.com

Learn MORE reasons to choose retirement living at 
Brooksby Village. Call 1-800-614-6998 or visit 
BrooksbyVillage.com for your free brochure.

*As per the Residence and Care Agreement. 13147733

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
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24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available
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Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246

Elegant Independent and  
Assisted Living, with  

Exceptional Alzheimer’s Care 

92 West Street, Wilmington, MA. Just off I-93 at Exit 38.

978-988-2300  •  WindsorPlaceOfWilmington.com

WINDSOR PLACE
O F  W I L M I N G T O N

An Assisted Living Residence

W

Try us...you’ll love us! Enjoy the
food and activities. Just relax! 

Ask about our

30 DAY 

TRIAL STAY

Pesach Sameach!
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By Steven A. Rosenberg
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NEEDHAM – For the third 
time in seven months, a 
swastika has been found at a 
Needham school. Needham 
school officials said the swasti-
ka – carved in a bathroom at the 
high school, along with racist 
and homophobic graffiti – was 
discovered on Tuesday morning 
at Needham High School. 

In an email to students, fac-
ulty and parents, Needham 
High School Principal Aaron 
Sicotte wrote that the graffiti 
“consisted of a homophobic 
statement, a swastika, and the 
N word all in close proximity.” 

“It appears to have been 
carved by the same person,” 
Sicotte wrote in the email. “We 
are investigating the incident 
fully and are working closely 
with the Needham Police, and 
we will pursue all available 
options for appropriate disci-
pline.”

In a message on Twitter, the 
Needham Police Department 
confirmed that it is investigat-
ing the incident. “The Needham 
Police Department is currently 
investigating the incident, and 
is working closely with school 
officials to address the inci-
dent,” police wrote. 

Last month, students found 
racist and anti-Semitic graffiti 
in a classroom at the Pollard 
Middle School. And in May, 
school officials discovered a 
painted swastika on the ground 
near the entrance to the high 
school. Following the discov-
ery, the community held a vigil 
against hate speech outside 
of Needham Town Hall. Also, 
last December, Needham High 
School students held a walkout 
to protest two previous inci-
dents of racist graffiti at the 
school. 

In his letter, Sicotte urged the 

public to come forward with 
any information related to the 
hate graffiti. 

“Coming forward to report 
offensiveness like this is a 
great example of actively step-
ping forward,” Sicotte wrote. “I 
appreciate all of the times stu-
dents report concerning items 
and the many times each day 
a student says to a friend that 
something shouldn’t be done 
or said. Those can be hard 
moments, but they highlight 
the depth of character of so 
many of our students and the 
essence of what make NHS the 
strong community it is. We have 
incredible students and adults 
in this building, and offensive 
behavior like this does not 
reflect who we truly are.”

Sicotte believes the graffiti 
does not reflect the educational 
community within the school. 

“This behavior is complete-
ly counter to our value of cre-
ating a caring community at 
Needham High School,” Sicotte 
wrote. “Every person at NHS 
has the right to learn without 
fear, without hate, and without 
harm, regardless of whether it is 
mental or physical.”

Third swastika in 7 months  
found at a Needham school

The swastika was carved into a school bathroom.

Like what you’re reading?
Donate to the Jewish Journal today. 

Visit our home page at jewishjournal.org,  

or call 978-745-4111 x121.



A one of a kind 
concert celebrating 

the prestigious Zamir 
Chorale of Boston in its 

50th anniversary season. 
Featuring: Zamir Chorale of Boston 
and Hazzan Elias Rosemberg with 
Joshua Jacobson, Zamir Chorale of 
Boston Artistic Director.  Adults – 
$25; students – $20. Purchase tickets 
online: templeemanuel.com/event/
hanukkah-happens. For more info, call 
617-558-8100. 7:30 p.m. 385 Ward 
St., Newton.

THROUGH  
DECEMBER 16

GOLD N LIGHT Experience favorite 
and traditional Russian folk tales, 
characters and images as they come to 
life in one spectacular holiday-themed 
show. Gold N Light is an original theater 
workshop production written and 
directed by Stacey April Fix. Tickets 
$15. For times, ordering tickets, and 
information, go to: workshopartsinc.org 
or contact TWSboxoffice@gmail.com. 
Newbury Elementary School,  
63 Hanover St., Newbury.

DECEMBER 14
LUNCH AND LEARN Jewish 
Medical Ethics: Are they really so 
different than secular medical ethics? 
“Living, Dying, Deciding.” A talk with 
Dr. Emilie Kutash, who will discuss 
medical ethics and how they differ 
when it comes to a secular vs. Jewish 
perspective. Life Issues, abortion, 
triage during medical disasters, genetic 
screening and engineering organ 
transplants are only a few of the issues 
that call for radically different answers. 
11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. $15. 781-631-
8330. 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

DECEMBER 16

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING Join 
the circle of enthusiastic dancers united 
by the love of Israeli music and culture 
and the desire to learn Israeli folk dance. 
Beginners and more advanced dancers 
are welcome! No experience necessary. 
7 - 9 p.m. $5 per class. Temple Sinai,  
1 Community Road, Marblehead.

JEWISH DISCOVERY CENTER 
presented by Temple Sinai of 
Marblehead. A multi-sensory approach 
to Jewish holidays, customs and 
Hebrew language. Children ages 4 and 
5 years of age and their parent(s) will 
have the opportunity to explore their 
heritage in a fun, hands-on environment 
while building lasting memories. Free. 
9:30 – 11 a.m. Temple Sinai,  
1 Community Road, Marblehead.

TEEN ISRAEL ADVOCACY 
FELLOWS 2018-19 Exciting Israel 
advocacy classes for teens in grades 
11 and 12. Participation in any teen 
trip to Israel is a prerequisite. Teens 
will learn how to support Israel through 
effective advocacy by gaining education 
and developing communication skills. 
A light dinner will be provided. 6 – 8 
p.m. For more information or to register, 
contact Sharon Wyner by calling 978-
565-4450. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

Interested in going to 
Eastern Europe with 
your JCCNS friends?

We're heading to Budapest, Vienna 
and Prague (possibly Poland, too!)
Join us as we visit the beautiful sites in these 
breathtaking cities with an added focus on 
Jewish heritage sites.

May 29 - June 7, 2019
Approximate trip cost:  $3,000 
includes land & air

Space is limited. A $300 deposit will due by January 7, 2019 
to reserve your spot.

An info session will be held at the JCCNS (4 Community 
Road, Marblehead) on January 3 at 7PM. RSVP to Sara 
Ewing, sewing@jccns.com or 781-476-9913.

For more information 
contact Diane Knopf at 
dmillknopf@gmail.com

JCCNS.ORG

SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm  •  FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials:  MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm

TEL 978-531-3366 | FAX 978-531-3060 | www.suchangspeabody.com

Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Fine Chinese Cuisine

373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Make Your HolidaY reservations earlY!
We are noW accepting christmas eve  
and neW Year’s eve takeout orders.

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA   |   781.289.3672
By Appointment   |   Entrance at Rear of House   |   Major Credit Cards

*Selected merchandise, prior purchases & special orders excluded

 

For the fi nest col lec tion of
Casual Daytime Wear

to Black Tie Party Wear

HOLIDAY BLOWOUT 
SALE!*

Sweaters • Pants • Tops
and much more!

Extraordinary, Contemporary Clothing  
for Today’s Woman

You Will Love Our Clothes!
Call today … for an appointment

Selma’sSince 1948
Selma’s

SHOP Easy!  SHOP Smart!
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Looking Ahead
HANUKKAH HAPPENS XXVIII December

24

Opening Weekend Screening of 
“Heading Home: The Tale of Team Israel” 

Exclusive world theatrical premiere of 
“Heading Home: The Tale of Team Israel” 
at West Newton Cinema. “Heading Home” 
tells the unbelievable story of the Jewish-
American Major Leaguers who gave 
Team Israel a Cinderella run at the 2017 
World Baseball Classic. It has earned rave 
reviews and won best documentary awards 
at the Philadelphia, Washington, Boca 
Raton and Stamford Jewish film festivals. 

$12 – adult; $10 – child. For time 
and tickets, go: ironboundfilms.com/
headinghome. West Newton Cinema,  
1296 Washington St., West Newton.

Submit your Calendar listings 
to calendar@jewishjournal.org

Through
December

16



‘PROMISED LAND‘  
BY MARTIN FLETCHER Meet 
Emmy award-winner and former NBC 
News Bureau Chief Martin Fletcher, who 
will discuss his latest novel.  The first of 
a trilogy, “Promised Land” is a sweeping 
saga about two brothers and the 
woman they both love – a devastating 
love triangle set against the tumultuous 
early years of the state of Israel. Hosted 
by the Peabody Essex Museum. 3 p.m. 
$25 per person, includes reception and 
museum admission. There will be an 
opportunity to view the new Empress of 
China’s Forbidden City exhibit. jccns.org.

REINVENTING RITUAL 
OBJECTS Merrimack Valley Jewish 
Federation’s Artist-In-Residence Shirah 
Rubin will lead a study about Israeli and 
American artists who are imaginatively 
reinterpreting Jewish ritual objects.  
Featuring a recent exhibition at the 
Israel Museum called “To Go: New 
Designs for Jewish Ritual Objects” 
where artists from around the world 
were presented with a challenge: to 
create a collection of objects together 
with a case — essentially a travel 
set for a Jewish holiday or lifecycle 
event.  2:30 p.m. mvjf.org. Congregation 
Beth Israel, 6 Dundee Park, Suite 301, 
Andover.

DECEMBER 18 
DECEMBER TZEDEK SALON: 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND 
THE LAW, presented by Jewish 
Alliance for Law and Social Action. 
Tzedek Salons bring young Jews in 
our 20/30s together with organizers, 
policymakers and thinkers for casual 
conversations to explore cutting-edge 
issues facing our society and state 
today. Featured Middlesex Assistant 
District Attorney Caitlin Gemmill. Come 

learn about the impact that domestic 
violence has on our communities and 
the importance of recognizing domestic 
violence as part of the legal system. 7 - 
9 p.m. All are welcome. For accessibility 
and all other questions, contact alison@
jalsa.org. The Center for Arts at the 
Armory, Suite 2B, 191 Highland Ave., 
Somerville.

DECEMBER 19 

EXPLORING JUDAISM: 
SURVEY OF THE TALMUD, 
presented by Temple Emmanuel of 
Wakefield. Join the Rabbi Greg Hersh’s 
monthly continuing education series, 
“Exploring Judaism with a Survey of 
the Talmud, the Oral Torah.” Interested 
folks are welcome to join. 8:30 - 9:30 
p.m. Open to all. Temple Emmanuel of 
Wakefield, 120 Chestnut St., Wakefield.

LIE DOWN AND SAVE A LIFE, 
The Men’s Club at Congregation Shirat 
Hayam hosts a Blood Drive According 
to the Red Cross one whole blood 
donation can save as many as three 
lives. Whether during surgeries, or 
while treating cancer, chronic illnesses, 
or traumatic injuries, the United States 
uses more than 43 thousand units of 
whole blood, platelets, plasma, or red 
blood cells every day. While an actual 
whole blood donation takes about 15 
minutes, one’s total stay may be as long 
as 45 minutes. Walkins are welcome, 
reservations are encouraged. 1 - 6 p.m. 
55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott.

LOOK, SWIRL, SMELL, TASTE 
Join Chabad of the North Shore for an 
intimate and elegant evening out with 
Ronni Jesselson, president of Carmel 
Wine. Learn the history of Israel’s 
most iconic winery and sample some 
of Israel’s finest wines paired with 
selections from world-renowned Cheese 
Guy. For more information and to rsvp, 
email admind@nsjewish.com, or call at 
781-581-3833. 7 - 9 p.m. Chabad of the 
North Shore, 44 Burrill St., Swampscott.

DECEMBER 20
SPEAK UP WITH 
TOASTMASTERS Do you get 
nervous when you have to speak in 
public? Attend the Jewish Community 
Center of the North Shore Toastmasters 
Club on the 1st and 3rd Thursday nights 
of every month. 7 - 8:30 p.m.  
4 Community Road, Marblehead.

DECEMBER 21
JEWISH MEDITATION CIRCLE, 
presented by Temple Emmanuel of 
Wakefield. Rabbi Greg Hersh leads 
a Jewish meditation circle on the 
third Friday night of each month at 
7:30 - 8:30 p.m. Those interested are 
welcomed. For questions, contact 
Rabbi Greg at 781-245-1886 or rabbi@
wakefieldtemple.org. Temple Emmanuel 
of Wakefield, 120 Chestnut St., 
Wakefield.

DEC 23 - JAN. 1

GYMJA WARRIOR WILL BE 
OPEN ON CHRISTMAS Spend 
Christmas away from Chinese food 
and movies. Gymja Warrior offers age 
appropriate classes that are designed 
to build upper body and core strength 
as well as balance and coordination 
through challenging students on 
a variety of obstacles. Check 
schedule for Open Gym times here: 
GymjaWarrior.com. 150 R Andover St., 

Danvers; 10U Gill St., Woburn. Check 
the ad on page 9 for more info and 
savings.

DECEMBER 24
HANUKKAH HAPPENS XXVIII, 
A one of a kind concert celebrating the 
prestigious Zamir Chorale of Boston in 
its 50th anniversary season. Adults – 
$25; students – $20. Purchase tickets 
online: templeemanuel.com/event/
hanukkah-happens. For more info, call 
617-558-8100. 7:30 p.m. 385 Ward St., 
Newton.

JANUARY 2
KNITTING NIGHTS at the JCCNS. 
Join the Knitting Knights every first 
Wednesday of the Month; casual 
evenings of knitting and chat. Open to 
all ages. 7 - 9 p.m. 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

JANUARY 5
PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT CIRCLE, 
presented by Lappin Foundation. Join 
other families for a fun, interactive 
Shabbat service geared to families with 

young children, ages 6 and younger. 
Older siblings, grandparents and friends 
are welcome. 10:30 - 11:15 a.m. Free 
and open to all. Temple Ahavat Achim, 
86 Middle St., Gloucester.

JANUARY 9
NORTH SHORE PIZZA AND 
PARSHA, presented by New England 
Yahad. Join New England Yachad and 
Chabad of the North Shore for Pizza and 
Parsha. We’ll have pizza and a make-
your-own dessert, along with a Parsha 
discussion. Ages 16+. $2 per session 
Chabad Lubavitch of the North Shore, 
44 Burrill St., Swampscott.

JANUARY 11
POTLUCK WITH TEMPLE 
B’NAI BRITH  Join Temple for 
Kabbalat Shabbat Services, followed 
immediately by a vegetarian Potluck 
Dinner. Please bring a dish to share 
(dairy is okay, but no meat or fish).  
6 - 9 p.m. Temple Bnai Brith,  
201 Central St., Somerville.

Week of Friday, Dec 14, 2018 through Thursday, Dec 20, 2018

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

MARY POPPINS RETURNS (PG) 
Wed & Thu: (4:00), 7:00

THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT (R)
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

Fri: (3:45), 7:10, 9:45
Sat: (11:20 AM), (3:30), 7:10, 9:45

Sun: (11:20 AM), (3:30), 7:10
Mon - Thu: (4:00), 7:15

RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET (PG) 
Fri: (4:15), 6:45, 9:15

Sat: (11:15 AM), (1:45), (4:15),  
6:45, 9:15  •  Sun: (11:15 AM), (1:45), 
(4:15), 6:45  •  Mon - Thu: (4:15), 6:45

CAN YOU EVER FORGIVE ME? (R) 
Fri: (4:30), 7:15, 9:40  •  Sat: (11:15 AM), 

(1:50), (4:30), 7:15, 9:40
Sun: (11:15 AM), (1:50), (4:30), 7:15

Mon & Tue: (4:30), 7:15

A STAR IS BORN (R) 
Fri: (4:00), 7:00, 9:50

Sat: (11:00 AM), (1:30),  
(4:00), 7:00, 9:50

Sun: (11:00 AM), (1:30), (4:00), 7:00
Mon & Tue: (4:00), 7:00
Wed & Thu: (4:15), 7:15

THIS PERFECT PLACE:  
A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS NORTH SHORE 
(NR) 

Mon - Thu: 4:30 PM

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

Fri: 2:00 PM
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 6:30
Mon - Thu: 6:35 PM

Visit our website for other showtimes

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington Street, Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Free parking ~ Closed Saturdays

V EVENT PLANNING V

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

Call 978-356-2050
Book for the Fall/Holiday season

10% OFF!

V Corporate events V Weddings V 
V Private functions V

V Full Bar service available V

Customizable, Personal

THE PERFECT VENUE 
FOR YOUR EVENT

CONTACT US AT 781.273.1916 OR
PRIVATEEVENTS@CAFEESCADRILLE.COM

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ
BURLINGTON, MA

C

M
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CAFE113 Jewish_Journal_Ad_UPDATE_HQ_MB.pdf   1   10/2/18   4:04 PM

781-395-8888 x332

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise, contact 

lois@
jewishjournal.org, 

marcy@
jewishjournal.org, 

or call 978-745-4111.

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4 PM, Monday –Thursday 7AM - 7 PM, Friday 7 AM - 2 PM,                              
Closed Saturday.                      

Zayde’s Market                       
                               Where Quality & Kosher Meet 

    www.zaydesmarket.com           781-828-3530 

Time to order your  
 

New Years Eve                                                       
Party Food                  

Plan your event 
with us and have it                              

delivered 
 

We Cater 

It’s Time to Party !!!!                          
Eat Only The Best                     Fresh Baked                                              
Real N.Y. Water Bagels….$9.50Dz  
No one else comes close 
Frozen Chicken Chill Packs                                                                    
Empire Cut Ups - Parts & More..$2.79lb.  
Cut Fresh to order                                          
Delmonico Roasts……..…......$9.99lb  
Made In House                                                                   
Chili…Beef & Vegetable…….......$8.99Qt. 
Made In House                                                            
Beef Cholent.……………….....$8.99Qt. 
BBQ                     “NEW”               Dinner Size                                            
Pulled Brisket Knish……...$9.99 
10 Brands to choose from                                                       
Sparkling Wines……....…15% off 
French, American, Italian, Israeli and more 

Fresh Baked Goods - Blacker’s & Rosenfeld’s                                                                                     
Sale Prices Good Thru December 7 2018                                                                   

See our Website & Facebook page 
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REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street, Swampscott, MA 01907
781-581-1550       www.weaverortho.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME HEALTH CARE

Specializing in private duty home care  
for over 25 years • Fully insured

TONYA NASH
Hours: 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

781-775-7284
www.TopsPassionateHomeCare.com

TOPS PASSIONATE
PRIVATE HOME CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

Home Healthcare • Nurses • PT
Pharmacists • Transportation

Companionship • Handyman Services

877-406-4245
allhourshomehealth.com

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

HOME CARE
Keeping you safe, comfortable 
and independent at home.
Let us show you how we can 
help, no matter where you  
call home. Call us today!

781-691-5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

PRIVATE HOME HEALTH CARE

JM 
Private Home Health Care Services

Your Well-Being Is Our Priority
Over 10 years experience in the industry with good rates

JOHN MULINDE 
(Home Health Care Specialist)

Waltham, MA
pmayanja@gmail.com • 617-803-6183

PRIVATE HOME CARE

339-532-7214
Personal Assistance at Home
dignitycs@gmail.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

For ALL Your 
Home Care Needs!
Delivering Excellence in 

Home Care for Over 100 Years!

781-598-2454 
www.allcare.org

VNA
Hospice

Private Services

ADULT DAY HEALTH

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH  
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER
chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

HEALTH
SERVICES
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want to see how Judaism as a 
spiritual framework is relevant 
and meaningful in my life. And 
that’s all of my work – I write that 
at the top of my page every time 
I prepare a sermon and before 
we sit down to Shabbat dinner.”

Ezra Krechmer, 29, of Melrose, 
has been attending Tobin Bridge 
since its Purim party in March, 
and agrees that the shul caters 
to millennials’ desire for deeper 
meaning. “I think millennials 
are obsessed with this notion of 
free thought, of not having our 
opinions molded by one per-
son,” said Krechmer. “We don’t 
want to sit down and be talked 
at – we want dialogue. I feel like 
Tobin Bridge provides me a safe 
space to do that … [Baron] is 
able to bring the conversation to 
a higher level.” 

Tobin Bridge holds Friday 

and Saturday Shabbat services 
once a month, and observes all 
major Jewish holidays (often 
with a party to go with it.) 
Additionally, each week, Baron 
holds “Torah on Tap” classes at  
local bars, and “Soul Coffee” 
classes at Baron’s Chelsea home, 
that tie weekly Torah portions to 
contemporary topics like rela-
tionships and work/life balance. 
Baron holds classes in a relaxed, 
public space in order to foster 
healthy discussion and debate. 
“It’s creating a space and envi-
ronment where you can speak 
up and disagree, where you 
can say, ‘That concept you just 
mentioned doesn’t jibe with my 
worldview’, and feel free to dis-
agree openly and passionately,” 
said Baron. 

“I think that Sruli and Chaya 
have a very realistic approach 

when it comes to millennials,” 
said Miriam Silverman, 25, who 
grew up in Newton and now lives 
in Everett. Silverman, a teacher, 
has been attending Tobin Bridge 
since it was founded. “They try 
to focus their events and differ-
ent activities on what millen-
nials want to do. They take the 
formality out of it, and make 
you feel like you’re part of the 
family.”

In a sense, Baron has been 
preparing for this role for 
much of his life. He grew up 
in Maryland, where his parents 
opened a Chabad House. “I grew 
up in that environment – being 
Orthodox, but being the only 
Orthodox kid on my block,” he 
said. “So, [I grew up in] a place of 
giving, a place of sharing our tra-
dition and helping people find 
Yiddishkeit, helping people find 
meaning in Yiddishkeit, so that’s 
where the seeds were planted – 
move to an area with a very small 
community and try to build it.” 

Baron has done this many 
times, in many different environ-
ments, because he believes that 
something extraordinary hap-
pens every time a Jewish person 
connects with their Judaism. “If 
one person has a meaningful 
experience at my Shabbat table, 
or at a synagogue, then that’s 
it – I’m doing what I need to be 
doing,” he said. “The soul is like 
an atom. The impact of a soul 
connecting with its source is like 
an atomic burst of energy.” 

For more information, visit 
www.tobinbridgechabad.com.

Mystic River millennials
from page 1

Rabbi Sruli Baron, second from left, at a “Torah on Tap” class.
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 

who rose from political obscu-
rity in the last year to capture a 
pivotal congressional seat rep-
resenting the Bronx and Queens 
in New York, announced that 
she had Jewish heritage at a 
Hanukkah party last week in 
Jackson Heights.

“A very, very long time ago, 
generations and generations 
ago, my family consisted of 
Sephardic Jews. I knew it, I 
sensed it!” said Ocasio-Cortez, 
who added that those rela-
tives had to flee from Europe to 
escape the Spanish Inquisition 
and landed in Puerto Rico. 

“The story goes that dur-
ing the Spanish Inquisition, 
so many people were forced 
to convert on the exterior to 
Catholicism, but on the inte-
rior, continued to practice their 
faith, continued to be who they 
were, even though they were 
pressured to not be that on the 

outside world,” she said.
Ocasio-Cortez, who is 29 and 

a self-described “Puerto Rican 
girl from the Bronx” – defeated 
10-term incumbent Democrat 
Joe Crowley earlier this year, 
before winning the general elec-
tion in November. When she is 
sworn into office next month, 
she will become the young-
est woman to ever serve in 
Congress. Ocasio-Cortez, who 
identifies as Catholic, helped 
light the menorah and danced 
at the event on Sunday.

While she supports Israel’s 
right to exist and a two-state 
solution, Ocasio-Cortez  was 
critical of Israel during her cam-
paign, and referred to Israel’s 
“occupation of Palestine,” in an 
interview. After 60 Palestinians 
were killed in May when they 
tried to rush the Israeli border 
from Gaza, she called the event 
“a massacre” on Twitter.  

At menorah lighting, Ocasio-Cortez 
reveals her Jewish roots

Ocasio-Cortez (right), lights the menorah. 



NOTICES
FLASHNER, Elaine H. 
(Gordon), 91 – formerly of 
Randolph, Stoughton and 
Revere. Died on December 1, 
2018. Wife of the late Harold 
Flashner. Mother of Michael 
and his wife Carmen Flashner, 
and Susan Flashner-Fineman 
and her husband Neal Fineman. 
Grandmother of David Flashner, 
Danielle Flashner, Ariella 
Leibner, and Seth Fineman. 
Great-grandmother to Shalom 
and Menachem Leibner. Sister 
of the late Shirley Kraiterman. 
Aunt of many nieces and neph-
ews. (Goldman)

HELINSKI, Anita (Berkowitz), 
74 – late of York, Maine and 
Lincoln. Died on November 25, 
2018. Mother of Paul and his 
wife Crystal Helinski, Stanley 
Helinski, and Ellen Helinski 

and Ellen’s wife Angela Bell. 
Grandmother of Mendel, Yosef, 
Esther, Shmuel, Shalom, Yehuda, 
Gabrielle, and Lennon. (Torf)

SMITH, Susan E. (Novick), 68 
– late of Stoughton. Died on 
December 4, 2018. Daughter 

of the late Robert and Marcia 
(Bloom) Novick. Sister of 
Michael Novick. Aunt of Jacob 
Novick, Jenna Novick, and 
Jeremy Novick. Grandaunt 
of Tyler Novick and Connor 
Novick. (Goldman)
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Susan L. (Hurwitz) Clickstein, 
age 68, of Winchester, formerly 
of Lexington and Doylestown, 
Penn., passed away on Novem
ber 23, 2018, after a long bout 
with ovarian cancer. 

A former business manager 
of Cambridge Friends School, 
and over the years an accoun
tant for the North Shore Jewish 
Federation, as well as Youthbuild 
USA, Susan was beloved by col
leagues and family alike. 

Susan was the devoted 
daughter of Ruth Hurwitz and 
the late Phil Hurwitz. Beloved 
wife of Arnold Clickstein. Loving 
mother of Noah Clickstein and 
stepmother of Rob and Karen 
Clickstein, Mike and Cheryl 
Clickstein, Hannah and Adrian 
Cumpston, and Rachel and 
Jimmy Marcella. Cherished 
grandmother of Jake, Joey, 
Zachary, and Tyler. Dear sister of 
Daniel and Joanne Hurwitz, and 

Barbara and Andy Katz. Fond 
aunt to her nieces and neph
ew Ethan, Sara, Brianna and 
Rebecca.

Services were held at Temple 
Isaiah, Lexington, on November 
25. Remembrances may be made 
to Rabbi Perlman’s Discretionary 
Fund, Temple Isaiah, 55 Lincoln 
St., Lexington, MA 02421. 
Arrangements were handled by 
Levine Chapels, Brookline (www.
levinechapel.com).

Susan L. (Hurwitz) Clickstein, 68, of Winchester, formerly of Lexington

Rhoda Marilyn 
(Brown) Russell, of 
Marblehead and 
Swampscott, passed 
away surrounded 
by those who loved 
her on December 
2, 2018, just seven 
hours before her 
95th birthday. She 
was the beloved wife of the late 
Abraham Russell. 

Left to cherish her memory 
are her children and their spous
es Janet Russell of Swampscott, 
Gail and Ronald Burgess of San 
Diego, Calif., Diane and Charles 
Lidman of Del Mar, Calif., and 
Laurence and Jacqueline Russell 

of Marblehead; and 
her grandchildren 
Noah Lidman, Kejia 
Wu, Tye Lidman, 
Kate Russell, and 
Emily Russell. She 
was the sister of the 
late Richard Brown. 
Rhoda was also 
comforted by her 

longtime friendship with Susan 
Becker Grant.

A 1941 graduate of Swamp
scott High School, Rhoda had 
been employed by J. B. Thomas 
Hospital in Peabody and volun
teered at Aviv in Peabody. 

One of Rhoda’s favorite things 
was cooking and baking for her 

family and friends. She loved to 
travel, especially to destinations 
where she could swim off the 
beach. She could always find 
fourleaf clovers in a sea of three
leaf fields. 

Services and interment were 
held privately. Expressions 
of sympathy may be made in 
Rhoda’s memory to Kaplan 
Family Hospice, 78 Liberty 
St., Danvers, MA 01923. 
Arrangements were under the 
care of StanetskyHymanson 
Memorial Chapel, 10 Vinnin 
St., Salem. For more informa
tion or to register in the online 
guestbook, visit www.stanetsky
hymansonsalem.com.

Rhoda Marilyn (Brown) Russell, 94, of Marblehead and Swampscott

Shirley N. (Feingold) Sterman, 
of Marblehead and Peabody, 
entered into rest on December 
4, 2018, at the age of 90. 

Beloved wife of Marvin 
Sterman. Devoted mother of 
Rachel and her husband Dr. 
David “Randall” Armant, and 
David Sterman. The loving sis
ter of Frances Gordon, the late 
Ethal Goldberg, and the late 
Lenore Richter. Dear daughter 
of the late Bernard and Rose 
(Rapaport) Feingold. 

Shirley grew up in Worcester 
and was a graduate of Worcester 
State Teachers College. She was 
a resident of Marblehead for 53 

years. Shirley was a first grade 
teacher at Stanley School in 
Swampscott.  

A funeral service for Shirley 
was held on December 6 at 
Temple Sinai, Marblehead, 
with interment at Temple Sinai 
Cemetery, Danvers. In lieu of 
flowers, expressions of sympa
thy may be made in Shirley’s 
memory to a charity of one’s 
choice. Arrangements were han
dled by StanetskyHymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. For 
more information or to regis
ter in the online guestbook, visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.
com. 

Shirley N. (Feingold) Sterman, 90,  
of Marblehead and Peabody

OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief 
notices for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 200 words 
cost $100; longer submissions 
will be charged accordingly. 
Photographs cost $25 each. 
Submissions are subject to edit-
ing for style and space limita-
tions. Obituaries can be mailed, 
faxed, emailed or hand-deliv-
ered to our office. For further 
information, contact your local 
funeral home; call Andrew at the 
Jewish Journal at 978-745-4111 
x174; or email andrew@jewish-
journal.org.

Larry Mark Baizen, 
69, of Beverly, passed 
away peacefully with 
his family by his 
side on December 7, 
2018, at the Brudnick 
Center for Living after 
a short battle with 
brain cancer. He was 
the beloved husband 
of Lois (Mandelbaum) 
Baizen, and the dear 
son of Esther Baizen and the late 
Harvey Baizen. 

Larry had a passion for the 
ocean, boating and spending 
time with his family. He spent his 
career running his own marine 

mechanic shop, 
something he took 
great pride in. Larry 
was married to his 
high school sweet
heart for 46 years. He 
was a dedicated and 
loving husband to 
his wife, an incred
ible father, and an 
amazing grandpa. 

Larry is survived 
by his sister Diane Benedetti and 
her husband Ralph, his daughters 
Rachel Maclver and her husband 
Richard, and Tracey Mariani 
and her husband Jamie, and his 
grandchildren Jacob, Hayley, and 

Mackenzie Mariani. 
A funeral service for Larry 

was held on December 11 at 
StanetskyHymanson Memorial 
Chapel, Salem, with interment 
at Ahabat Sholom Cemetery, 
Danvers.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
in Larry’s memory may be made 
to DanaFarber Cancer Institute 
to support the NeuroOncology 
Fund, P.O. Box 849168, Boston, 
MA 02284, or via www.danafar
ber.org/gift. For more informa
tion or to register in the online 
guestbook, visit www.stanetsky
hymansonsalem.com. 

Larry Mark Baizen, 69, of Beverly

Family-owned and operated since 1933



By Carol Denbo

My husband and I just 
returned from the 
most interesting trip 

we have ever experienced: 
the Ultimate Mossad Mission 
to Israel sponsored by Shurat 
HaDin. Although I have been to 

Israel many 
times, this 
trip piqued 
my inter-
est and it 

did not disappoint, not simply 
because of the locations and 
venues that we visited, but also 
because of the many workshops 
and lectures that we were privi-
leged to attend.

We stood only kilometers 
away from the Jordanian, Syrian 
and Lebanese borders. We saw 
Hezbollah flags waving in the 
distance in the north. We visited 

Kibbutz Misgav Am, a front line 
kibbutz on the Lebanese bor-
der, where we heard from the 
locals what life was like prior to 
the last Lebanon war. At Kibbutz 
Alumim, less than 4 kilome-
ters from Gaza, we witnessed 
the spot where just two weeks 
earlier, a jeep was blown up by 
an incendiary balloon. At Black 
Arrow, the site of a paratrooper 
peace memorial only a half mile 
from the Gaza border, we stood 
at the precise spot where just 
days before, a rocket was fired 
that targeted a bus with fifty IDF 
soldiers. Thankfully, no one was 
killed, but there was one injury. 
We saw the fire-ready kites made 
from children’s textbooks and 
laced with gasoline and charcoal 
that are destroying thousands of 
Israeli farms.

We heard from former 
Mossad agents, IDF offi-

cers, former heads of Counter 
Terror and Counter Intelligence 
Divisions as well as from the 
Israeli Security Agency. We 
toured military bases, including 
Machaneh Ofer, a military court 
where Palestinian terrorist tri-
als are conducted, and we were 
briefed by the chief justice of 
the Juvenile Military Court. Dr. 
Udi Levy, former Mossad agent, 
spoke about the importance of 
waging economic warfare to 
combat international radical 
Islam.

The highlight of the trip was 
being introduced to and hearing 
from Nitsana Darshan-Leitner, 
founder of Shurat HaDin (which 
means “Letter of the Law”) and 
author of “Harpoon: Inside the 
Covert War Against Terrorism’s 
Money Masters.” Harpoon was 
a top secret program created 
by legendary Mossad boss Meir 

Dagan with the approval of Ariel 
Sharon to direct spies to fol-
low the money and to destroy 
the financial institutions that 
funded terrorist organizations 
such as Hamas and Hezbollah. 
Shurat HaDin came into being 
17 years ago when Nitsana and 
a few other lawyers formed an 
NGO (non-governmental orga-
nization) known as the Israel 
Law Center. With the help of 
Israeli and Western intelligence 
agencies, they have been suc-
cessful in suing and collecting 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
from terrorist groups and gov-
ernments on behalf of the fami-
lies of victims. 

With a budget of $3 mil-
lion per year, they were able to 
secure over $1 billion in judg-
ments against sponsors of ter-
ror, and have frozen more than 
$600 million in terrorist assets. 
One of their recent achieve-
ments includes filing a lawsuit 
for 400 million shekels against 
the terrorists who murdered 
fivemembers of the Fogel fam-
ily in Itamar in 2011. In October 
2014, 3-month-old Chaya Braun 
was killed by a Hamas terrorist in 
a car ramming attack. On behalf 
of her family, they obtained a 
$178 million U.S. court judg-
ment against Iran and Syria for 
their backing of Hamas in that 
attack. 

Because finding Iranian 
assets that can be seized is dif-
ficult, judgments can take years 
before an actual payout is satis-
fied. That being said, these law-
suits send a clear message to the 
sponsors of terrorism that there 
is a steep price to pay for financ-
ing terrorism. Due to the con-
tinued work of Shurat HaDin, 
victims of terrorism and their 
families have received more 

than $250 million in compen-
satory damage from terrorist 
assets. They have had success 
in suing major banks, such as 
the Arab Bank, to get them to 
curtail their money laundering 
activities. Shurat HaDin is fight-
ing pro-BDS organizations in 
the courts, and to date they have 
filed lawsuits against Facebook, 
Google and Twitter on behalf of 
victims of terror.

My take-away from this mis-
sion is that terrorism must be 
fought at all costs, not only on 
the battlefields, but also in the 
courtrooms. Shurat HaDin is an 
organization that has restored 
my faith in this fight. From this 
trip and the speakers we heard, 
I have learned that following the 
money is an essential part of 
fighting terror. It is an absolute 
requirement not only in protect-
ing Israel, but in helping ter-
ror victims around the world. 
Shurat HaDin is a unique NGO 
that is doing this.

I would encourage our entire 
community to become more 
familiar with Nitsana Darshan-
Leitner, her work and Shurat Ha 
Din. 

For more information, please 
visit www.shurathadin.org or 
www.israellawcenter.org. Carol 
Denbo writes from Swampscott.
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First 
Person

Shurat HaDin holds terrorists accountable 

Editor’s note: Opinions 
expressed in the First Person 
column are those of the 
writers and not the Jewish 
Journal. Have an essay or an 
opinion piece you’d like to 
publish? Please submit to 
editor@jewishjournal.org, 
with the subject head “First 
Person.” Submissions should 
be 800 words or less.

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

For the second time this fall, 
a swastika was discovered on 
a door at a residential hall at 
UMass-Amherst.

According to the University 
of Massachusetts Police 
Department, the swastika was 
found on a door outside of a 
residential assistant’s room in 
Baker Hall, in the Central resi-
dential area of the campus. 

The incident was reported 
after a student discovered a 
homophobic slur carved in a 
men’s bathroom stall at the 
dorm.   

“UMass Amherst rejects 
acts of hate and engages in 
many ways to provide a safe 
and inclusive campus envi-
ronment,” UMass spokes-
woman Mary Detloff said in a 
statement. “We act promptly 
to investigate reports of hate, 

provide support for individuals 
and groups who may be target-
ed and have strengthened cam-
pus security. A range of com-
munity engagement and edu-
cational work is under way to 
combat hateful acts that, sadly, 
have become all too common-
place nationwide.”

In November, a student’s 
door was vandalized with 
a swastika and homopho-
bic and transphobic slurs at 
John Quincy Adams Hall in the 
Southwest residential area. 

Swastika discovered at 
UMass-Amherst dorm

Baker Hall



DEDHAM – Nearly 300 people 
attended The Rashi School’s sev-
enth annual Limud Celebration 
on November 29 at Temple Beth 
Elohim in Wellesley. The event 
honored Jessica Solomon, who 
is currently in her 13th year as 
a faculty member at The Rashi 
School.

Over the course of Jessica’s 
tenure, she has been a mem-
ber of several curriculum 
review committees, includ-
ing Social Studies, Science, 
and SEL. She has worked for 
Brandeis University as a mentor 
in their DeLeT program, helped 
to facilitate Mitzvah Makers, 
chaperoned the 7th grade trip 
to Washington D.C., organized 
the school’s annual Community 
Seder, and founded the Rashi 
book club. She also teaches the 
annual Red Cross Babysitters 
Training Course offered to mid-
dle school students. Jessica’s 
innovative classroom ambassa-
dor program was the inspiration 
behind the current Admissions 
Ambassador initiative.

Additionally, Jessica is the 
proud Rashi parent of a cur-
rent 2nd and 4th grader. She is 
a graduate of Phillips Andover 
Academy and the Mountain 
School of Milton Academy. She 
received her B.A. in Political 
Science from Haverford College 
in 2001 and went on to receive an 
M.Ed in Elementary Education 
from Lesley University in 2006.

This year, the Limud 
Celebration was co-chaired by 
three special couples: current 
parents Jessica and Michael 
Carroll, Julie Sue and Matthew 
Goldwasser, and alumni parents 
Pam and David Hallagan.
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On Sunday, Nov. 11, Jewish War Veterans 
(JWV) Massa chusetts North Shore Post 220 
Members participated in Peabody‘s Veterans 
Day event. 

This year’s event was dedicated to the service 
of Women in the Military. The keynote speaker of 
the event was Lillian Aronson of JWV MA Post 
220. Lillian was born on July 1, 1917 in Salem. At 
the age of 26, she volunteered and joined the 
Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps, later known as 
the Women’s Army Corps. Lillian’s military ser-
vice spanned over 20 years, paving the way for 
women in the military today. 

Also, JWV MA Post 220 Lieutenant Colonel 
Donna Lehman, who served during the First 
Gulf War, was honored at the event.

Jewish war vets honored on Veterans Day in Peabody 

Lillian Aronson

George Beilin, of Hamilton, 
has been selected by Senator 
Bruce Tarr to represent him on 
the Governor’s Commission on 
Community Health Promotion 
and Prevention under the con-
trol of the Executive Office of 
Health and Human Services. 

Beilin has been a licensed 
psychologist since 1978 and is 
the author of two books on 
chronic pain; one for patients 
with chronic pain and their 
caretakers and the other for 
healthcare practitioners.

Beilin to represent Tarr on Governor’s commission 

George Beilin and Senator Bruce Tarr

On Nov. 22, nembers from the Jewish War 
Veterans (JWV), Jewish War Veterans Auxiliary 
(JWVA), and JWV Descendants from across the 
Commonwealth gathered at the Chelsea Soldiers’ 
Home to assist in providing care and comfort 
to fellow veterans. Teaming with the Boy Scouts 

of America troops 702 and 728, JWV Members 
assisted the soldiers home staff by helping serve 
the Thanksgiving holiday meal to veterans and 
their families. This year’s event included JWV 
Members from JWV MA Posts 74, 161, 211 and 
220.

Jewish war veterans assist fellow vets

From left: Don Weiner, Mark Tolpin, Steve Elfman, Lyn Elfman, Barry Lischinsky, Harvey Weiner, Steve 
Shimberg, David Westerman, Bella Westerman, and Mrs. Shimberg.

Award-winning North Shore 
author Larry Constantine, writ-
ing under the pen name Lior 
Samson, has released his elev-
enth novel, “Distant Sons,” a 
saga of immigrants, identity, and 
interfaith connection. From the 
Jewish Quarter of a tiny village in 
19th century Austria-Hungary to 
the German-speaking neighbor-
hoods of urban Minnesota in the 
last century, it follows the lives 
of two women in two genera-
tions. Avraham Azrieli, author of 
“Deborah Rising” (HarperOne, 
2016), called the book “breath-
taking.”

Constantine melds historical 
fact and invention to tell the dra-
matic story of a mother and 
daughter, both intelligent and 
determined, facing choices 
made challenging by their differ-
ing circumstances and times. It 
is also the story of Jakob Oster, 
would-be patent attorney turned 
journalist, and his pursuit of love 
and truth from the bitter-cold 
winters of Duluth to the dry-heat 
summers of the Far West.

Constantine, himself a free-
lance journalist, has been 
researching this epic of fam-
ily origins for nearly 15 years. 
He was inspired to wrap up the 
work in part by the recent digi-
tal reconstruction of the syna-
gogue in Frauenkirchen, Austria, 
which had been destroyed after 
the German takeover of Austria 
before World War II.

“Distant Sons” (Gesher Press) 
is available now in both Kindle 
and print editions.

North Shore writer releases new novel 

Larry Constantine

From left, Rashi Head of Lower School Heidi Chapple, Honoree 
Jessica Solomon, Rashi Interim Head of School Bud Lichtenstein, Rush 
Instructional Coach Beth Brown.

The Rashi School honors Jessica Solomon  
with prestigious Limud Award

Historian Herb Belkin has 
been selected to teach a course 
at Tufts University. The course, 
to be presented this January, 
will be “Zionism and American 
Jews” and covers the relation-
ship of American Jews with the 
Zionist movement both before 
and after the Holocaust and 
into the 21st century.

He lectures and writes on 
the epic events of Jewish his-
tory over the last 200 years. His 
field of study covers Zionism, the 
Jewish Diaspora and the critical 
struggle for a Jewish homeland.

Belkin has taught cours-
es on modern Jewish his-
tory at Brandeis, Tufts and 
the Explorers at Salem State 

University. Herb and his wife, 
Sylvia, are long-term residents 
of Swampscott and are mem-
bers of Temple Emanu-El.

Belkin to teach course at Tufts

Herb Belkin
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Thank you for donating to the Jewish Journal during November, 2018.

And thank you to all our anonymous donors.
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