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On Christmas Day at the Golden 
Temple, the storied, sumptuous Chinese 
restaurant on Beacon Street in Brookline, 
some of the 1,500 patrons make a reser-
vation for the following Christmas.

The restaurant is so busy on Christmas 
that perhaps booking a year in advance 
is the only failproof way to guarantee a 
table. According to Eric Hornfeldt, the 
general manager, customers hoping to 
reserve a last-minute table on the restau-
rant’s busiest day are remarkably persis-
tent, but it’s often for naught. 

“They’ll call, and we’ll say ‘We’re 
jammed from 4 to 7,’ and then they’ll go, 
‘Alright, what about 3?’ and then, ‘Alright, 
we’re jammed 3 to 8,’ then, ‘OK, we’ll 
go at 2,’” said Hornfeldt, laughing. “The 
schedule’s booked all day, and they just 
want to get in.”

Hornfeldt’s estimate that 65 percent of 
the clientele on Christmas Day are Jewish 
won’t come as much of a shock. Each 
Christmas since the late 19th century, 
American Jews have been on Chinese 
food like white on rice.

“It’s what we do – I can’t remember a 
time when we didn’t do it,” said David 
Deutsch, 57, a digital art designer from 

Marblehead. For the past few years, 
Deutsch and his wife, Marnie, have spent 
Christmas at Fantasy Island in Salem. 
Each year, at both the restaurant and 
the movie theater at Liberty Tree Mall in 
Danvers, Deutsch does an informal head 
count of how many others are Jewish, 
and how many of them he knows. 

“I don’t think you can avoid that,” said 
Deutsch. “On Christmas Eve, [Fantasy 
Island] is pretty much like your local 
shul.”

How did a cuisine wholly unrelated 
to Judaism mix with a Christian holiday 
to create makeshift Jewish gatherings all 
over the country? The tradition began on 
the Lower East Side of New York, home to 
hundreds of thousands of newly arrived 
Eastern European Jews. Back in the Old 
Country, Christmas was often dangerous 
for Jews. 

“In Eastern Europe, [Christmas] was a 
night of fear and persecution and a time 
for pogroms,” said Rabbi Joshua Eli Plaut, 

who leads the Metropolitan Synagogue in 
Manhattan and wrote the book “A Kosher 
Christmas: ‘Tis the Season to be Jewish.” 

On the Lower East Side, Jews looked 
for spaces where they’d feel welcome and 
accepted on Christmas. The many res-
taurants in nearby Chinatown were the 
perfect venue. According to Plaut, they 
were among the very few places that were 
open, and they were cheap – often a great 
deal less than the Jewish delicatessens 

Ho, Ho, Ho … it’s Christmas. So pass the Lo, Lo, Lo mein

“On Christmas Eve [Fantasy Island] is pretty much like your local shul,” explained David Deutsch of Marblehead.
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BEVERLY – Twice a month 
or so at Temple B’nai Abraham 
right after Saturday services, 
Tom Cheatham gives a Hebrew 
lesson to Deb Willwerth. 
Cheatham, a mathematician 
who served for 6½ years in the 
Israeli army’s computer division, 
brings a logical, focused mental-
ity to his lessons. 

“I’m a strict teacher, and I 
do grammar, and not everybody 
likes my hardcore approach to 
the language,” said Cheatham, 
of Marblehead. 

Willwerth, who lives in 
Beverly, enjoys his approach. 
“What formulas are to math 
people – parsing a sentence and 
breaking it apart – I loved it, I 
absolutely loved it, so the way 
he approaches it, it feeds right 
into my interests,” she said. “I’m 
68-years-old and I’m learning a 
new language and I say, ‘What 
in the world am I doing here?’ 
It’s kind of daunting, but it’s a 
source of joy, and it’s a source of 
honor, too. I love it.”

In addition to their Hebrew 

lessons, Cheatham and Will-
werth are united by a deep 
commitment to spiritual life at 
Temple B’nai Abraham. Both 
serve on the synagogue’s Ritual 

Committee, which Willwerth 
chairs. Both are gabbaim, who 
ensure that Saturday Shabbat 
services run smoothly. 

Most interestingly, both of 

these Judaism dedicatees are 
converts.  “We laugh about it: 
Converts are leading the way,” 
said Cheatham.

Cheatham and Willwerth 
took wildly different paths to 
the classroom at B’nai Abraham 
where they study Hebrew 
together and discuss the logis-
tics behind the upcoming Tu 
B’Shevat celebrations. 

Cheatham, also 68, grew up 
in Sudbury to a Southern Baptist 
father and a Christian Scientist 
mother. By the time he was a 
teenager in the late ’60s, he was 
an adventure-hungry hippie 
with no use for any religion. 

“I ran away from high school 
in my senior year, I hitchhiked 
across the country, participated 
in the riots in [Chicago’s] Grant 
Park,” he said. “Eventually a 
friend of mine said, ‘Well, you 
ought to volunteer on a kibbutz 
– you’re kind of a socialist kid, a 
hippie, you can be out there on 
the frontier working the land.’” 

That’s exactly what Cheatham 
did, arriving with a totally blank 
slate.

 “I didn’t know where Israel 
was, and I certainly didn’t know 

how to spell ‘Jewish,’” he said. 
Cheatham joined a group of 

volunteers on a kibbutz in the 
far north, near Lebanon, where 
he worked in orchards and cot-
ton fields, and met a Jewish girl 
from Pittsburgh named Suzie he 
soon married. Cheatham stud-
ied math at Tel Aviv University, 
and eventually joined Mamram, 
the Israel Defense Forces’ Center 
of Computers and Information 
Systems. Though he was by that 
point a fully integrated Israeli, 
fluent in Hebrew, with a Jewish 
wife and children, Cheatham 
remained agnostic when it came 
to the Jewish religion.

Cheatham eventually moved 
his family back to Massachusetts 
so that he could be with his 
mother in her final years. He 
finally converted in 1986 so that 
he could join his son on the 
bimah when he was bar mitz-
vahed. 

After a career change in 2002, 
Cheatham reexamined his pri-
orities, and became more active 
with his Judaism. In 2005, he 
and his wife took part in an adult 
bar mitzvah ceremony. He also 

continued on page 16

At Temple B’nai Abraham, two converts lead the way

“These are my people. This is where I belong,” said Deb Willwerth.
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A
s the year comes to a close, 
the Technion has again 
powered the most transfor-
mational breakthroughs, 

milestones and innovations that are 
advancing Israel, and changing lives 
throughout the world. This list of 
highlights from 2018, while not com-
prehensive, offers a glimpse of the 
Technion’s global impact. 

1. An interdisciplinary team 
collaborated to develop Quantum 
Metamaterials, a new scientific field, 
proving that man-made nano-materi-
als (metamaterials) can generate and 
control quantum light. This discovery 
could yield unbreakable encryptions, 
quantum information computer chips, 
and more. The researchers found that 
when pairs of photons, which are the 
particles that make up light, are run 
through metamaterials, scientists can 
create and manipulate entanglement, 
which is when particles remain con-
nected so that actions performed on 
one affect the other, even they are 
when separated by great distances. 
It’s what Albert Einstein, one of the 
Technion’s earliest supporters, called, 
“spooky action at a distance.” 

2. On the (very slightly) larger side 
of the small scale, a team of Technion 
chemists, mathematicians and physi-
cists discovered a better way for nano-
robots to travel in human bodies, 
where they can perform seemingly 
impossible tasks, like delivering drugs 
directly to a small area. Previous 
researchers had long thought that the 
best shape for these nanomaterials 
was a helix—which is how bacteria 
are shaped, but the Technion team 
found that the best shape was actually 
an arc with twisted ends. 

3. Mechanical Engineering 
Distinguished Professor Moshe 
Shoham started Mazor Robotics in 
2001 with a bold vision: create revo-
lutionary robots to redefine the gold 
standard of quality medical care. Since 
then, he and his team have been at 
the forefront of research, creating soft-
ware that allows surgeons to accurate-
ly create 3D “surgical blueprints” to 
guide procedures, software that more 
accurately identifies unique anatomi-
cal features on images like CAT scans, 
software that helps doctors analyze 
multiple images of the inside of a body 
at the same time and advanced robots 
that make surgery less invasive. This 
year, Mazor was sold to Medtronic 
for $1.6 billion, which will make 
spinal and brain surgery safer for 
Medtronic’s more than 46,000 patients 
in over 150 countries. 

4. Technion researchers have 
developed a new, integrated wear-
able medical system that is made of 
self-repairing materials (in case of a 
scratch or cut) and recharges itself 
from the wearer’s body movements 
and body heat. This new system, cre-
ated by a professor and a postdoc 
at the Wolfson Faculty of Chemical 
Engineering, also contains precise sen-
sors and advanced analysis tools that 
process the data and transmit it to 
an authorized medical authority. This 
could revolutionize the use of wear-
ables in medicine, which already are 
used to monitor diseases by facilitat-
ing better treatment plans and help-
ing with epidemiological studies. 

5. Intel and the Technion inau-
gurated the Center for Artificial 
Intelligence on the Technion’s Haifa 
campus this year, which will be the 
home for cutting-edge, collaborative 
research on advanced AI systems.  
This is the next step in the relation-
ship between two leaders in innova-
tion: the American tech company 
has long supported groundbreaking 
research and bright students at the 
Technion, and in 2009, Intel recog-
nized the university for its role in help-
ing establish Intel’s campus in Israel, 
where many of its first employees were 
Technion graduates. As one of the top 
10 universities for AI in the world, 
the Technion will continue to advance 
research in natural language pro-
cessing, deep learning and hardware 
optimization—the ideas that fuel tech 
breakthroughs like Siri and Alexa, 
self-driving vehicles, and smart homes. 

6. In August, Technion Visiting 
Professor, Alumna, and Chief 
Scientist / Director of Data Science 
for eBay Israel, Dr. Kira Radinsky, 
and Technion Computer Science 
Department student Shahar Harel, 

created an AI-based system to develop 
new drugs faster and for less money. 
It is very difficult to determine what 
molecules might be effective drugs 
because so many could potentially be 
effective. By creating an analytical 
system that treats organic chemistry 
vocabulary like natural language, the 
scientists used a database of effective 
drugs (going back to ones discovered 
in 1950) to narrow down which mol-
ecules could be useful for researchers. 
This means effective, lifesaving medi-
cation can be made available sooner 
and more safely. 

7. One groundbreaking way sci-
entists are working to reduce envi-
ronmental impact is by growing beef 
in labs—using fewer resources and 
reducing pollution. One of Scientific 
American’s 50 leading scientists in the 
world, Technion Professor, Dean of the 
Faculty of Biomedical Engineering, 
and Stanley and Sylvia Shirvan Chair 
in Cancer and Life Sciences Shulamit 
Levenberg is at the forefront of this 
effort as a co-founder and chief sci-
entific officer of Aleph Farms, Ltd., 
which pioneered a new way to grow 
meat on a 3D platform, while mim-
icking beef’s complex structure and 
texture.

8. Technion scientists have also 
found new ways to generate clean 
energy: bacteria. Researchers dis-
covered how to harvest energy from 
cyanobacteria, which are common to 
lakes and seas and use photosynthesis 
to generate energy from sunlight, like 
plants. Cyanobacteria also generate 
energy in the dark through respiratory 
mechanisms. The researchers have 
harnessed a way to harvest energy 
from the bacteria both during the day 

(from photosynthesis) and at night 
(from respiration). This energy is then 
used to make electricity and hydrogen 
gas—a clean gas that emits water 
when used, paving the way for a clean, 
eco-friendly future.

9. Technion Professor Marcelle 
Machluf was named Woman of the 
Year by one of Israel’s leading maga-
zines, Lady Globes. One of the world’s 
top researchers on cancer and nano-
technology, the Morocco-born scientist 
is currently working on the “nano 
ghost”: a modified stem cell to treat 
metastatic melanoma and mesothe-
lioma. Prof. Machluf is just one of the 
trailblazing women of the Technion, 
and one of its five female deans, a 
record for academic institutions in 
Israel.

In addition, 42% of Technion stu-
dents are women and 20% are Arab.

10. Technion is a leader in global 
cybersecurity and students, research-
ers and faculty alike are finding ways 
to make information safer. 

• Professors and researchers at the 
Technion and an international team 
of computer scientists broke through 
Intel’s advanced security feature for 
PCs and internet servers, and were 
able to find private data and fake 
authenticated activities, exposing a 
major hardware vulnerability. 

• A master’s thesis at the Technion 
exposed a vulnerability in Bluetooth 

communication systems, which 
had previously been thought to be 
secure, leading Intel, Google, Apple, 
Qualcomm, and Broadcom to update 
software to protect the information of 
people around the world.

• As part of an undergraduate 
class, two Technion students dis-
covered a massive security vulner-
ability in Cortana, Microsoft’s virtual 
assistant, and (after the tech giant 
corrected the problem), presented 
their findings at Black Hat USA, the 
world’s leading information security 
conference in August. 

Finding these problems showed 
global multi-billion dollar companies 
how to patch their software and pro-
tect countless people, governments, 
and businesses.

With campuses in New York 
(Jacobs Technion-Cornell Institute), 
China (Guangdong Technion Israel 
Institute of Technology) and Haifa, 
the Technion is positioned to make 
an even bigger impact in 2019 as a 
global leader in entrepreneurship and 
innovative technologies that benefit 
humankind.

Another Year of the Technion  
Transforming Israel and the World

Aerial view of the Technion-Israel Institute of Technology campus in Haifa, Israel.

Technion is a leader in global cybersecurity.

Quantum metamaterials, a new scientific field developed at the Technion, could yield 
unbreakable encryptions, quantum information computer chips and more.
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ALLSTON – “No Jew in the 
world has probably said ‘Merry 
Christmas’ to more people, 
more times, than me over the 
last four and a half decades,” 
said Lenny Rotman.

That may very well be true, 
because for the past 46 years, 
Rotman has owned and man-
aged Boston Christmas Trees, 
one of Greater Boston’s most 
successful small businesses sell-
ing Christmas trees, gifts, and 
decorations. 

“We’ve grown the business 
over the course of 40 years,” said 
Rotman, who is 71 and lives in 
Swampscott. “How do you sus-
tain a small business over the 
long term? Given all the changes 
that have happened: the limi-
tations in parking, and traffic, 
and big-box stores, and seeing 

small businesses come and go 
– mostly go – since the early 
’70s, when we began; I think it’s 
an anomaly to still have some 
small, local corner businesses 
like us thriving.”

Rotman credits his business 
success to skills he learned from 
his father, Leo Rotman, a Polish 
immigrant who ran a traditional 
small Jewish business: a kosher 
butcher shop on Chestnut Hill 
Avenue in Brighton. 

“I guess you could say that the 
DNA of running a small business 
is in the blood,” Rotman said. 

He credits his success to posi-
tive relationships just as much as 
selling quality trees for competi-
tive prices. “What’s important in 
a small business and our soci-
ety today is having a relation-
ship with people,” said Rotman. 
“Quite frankly, if you have to 
sell anything, selling something 
that people get so much joy out 

of is great. We’ve got customers 
that have come back to us for 
decades, and their children and 
grandchildren are now coming 
in and buying from us.”  

Rotman grew up in Brighton, 
where he attended Congregation 
B’nai Moshe (and occasionally 
led services there), and attended 
Camp Young Judaea in Amherst, 
N.H. So how did a nice Jewish 
boy get into the Christmas tree 
business? 

After serving in the military 
during the Vietnam War, Rotman 
spent a year working for a friend 
who owned Boston Christmas 
Trees. When Rotman’s friend 
decided he was no longer inter-

ested in running the business 
and offered it to him, Rotman 
jumped at the chance. 

Rotman attends both Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead and 
Congregation Shirat Hayam in 
Swampscott. Inside his store, a 
handful of dreidels and a lone 
menorah look out at throngs of 
Christmas trees.  He said that 
with intermarriage on the rise, 
an increasing amount of his 
customers are Jewish. Some of 
Rotman’s clients are Russian 
Jews, who buy trees to celebrate 
a New Year’s tradition from 
Soviet times known as Novy God.  

Rotman gives away a number 
of trees to organizations such 

as the West End House Boys & 
Girls Club in Allston, a homeless 
shelter for Vietnam veterans, 
and other local nonprofits. He’s 
also raised thousands of dollars 
for Christmas in the City, which 
holds a large celebration and 
gives presents to homeless and 
impoverished children and their 
families in the Boston area.

“All the people who come in 
– we treat everyone the same,” 
said Rotman. “It doesn’t matter 
where you’re from, or how much 
you have. Everybody gets treat-
ed the same way, and I think 
there’s a respect and apprecia-
tion for that.”

To wish you a year
 when skies will be blue
  and all of your wishes
   and dreams come true.

~ Phyllis Levin

300 Salem Street, Swampscott, MA
781-367-8150  |  phyllislevin@comcast.net

300 Salem Street, Swampscott
Office: 781.593.6111   |   Cell: 781.367.8150

www.phyllislevin.com   |   phyllislevin@comcast.net
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Lenny Rotman has sold Christmas trees since 1972.

A Jewish business brings Christmas cheer

Two prominent members of 
the New England Patriots paid 
tribute to the 11 victims of the 
Tree of Life Synagogue tragedy 
in Pittsburgh this past weekend. 

Robert Kraft, owner of the 
New England Patriots, visited 
the Tree of Life Synagogue in 
Pittsburgh on Saturday to pay 
his respects to the victims of the 
deadliest shooting in American 
Jewish history. Kraft then attend-
ed services at Rodef Shalom, a 
nearby synagogue in Squirrel 
Hill. The Patriots owner was 
invited by the rabbi to address 
the congregation.

On Sunday, during a game 

against the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
Patriots wide receiver Julian 
Edelman wore customized 
cleats, honoring the victims, as 
part of the NFL’s “My Cause, My 
Cleats” campaign. On his cleats 
were the words of the synagogue 
in Hebrew, “Etz Haim,” and the 
slogan “Stronger than hate.”  

In a post on Twitter before the 
game, Edelman listed the names 
of the victims: Joyce Feinberg, 
Richard Gottfried, Rose Mallin-
ger, Jerry Rabinowitz, Cecil 
Rosenthal, David Rosenthal, 
Bernice Simon, Sylvan Simon, 
Daniel Stein, Melvin Wax, and 
Irving Younger.

Kraft, Edelman pay tribute  
to synagogue shooting victims
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BEDFORD – You had to 
see it to believe it. One year, 
Santa Claus showed up at the 
Bedford home of a young girl 
named Sophie. That Christmas, 
Santa already had been to the 
homes of many young chil-
dren throughout town, and 
most had shrieked with delight 
the second they saw him. But 
even when Santa began singing 
“Jingle Bells,” Sophie remained 
unimpressed. 

Then, Santa noticed a meno-
rah and dreidels in the back-
ground. Santa asked Sophie 
if she’d like to sing the dreidel 
song, which they both knew 
by heart. When Santa noticed 
that the menorah was unlit, 
he led Sophie over to light the 
candles and sing the Hanukkah 
blessings. Both Sophie and the 
menorah lit up. Santa turned 
around to see Sophie’s parents, 
stunned.

In Bedford, Santa is Jewish. 
At least one of them is. Ken 

Gordon, 59, is an employ-
ment attorney, a Democratic 
state representative for the 
21st Middlesex District, and a 
congregant at Temple Isaiah 
in Lexington. For the past 23 
years, he has dressed up as 
Santa Claus on Christmas as 
part of the Bedford Community 
Santa Program, which enlists 
around 20 volunteers to play 
Santa Claus and deliver pres-
ents on Christmas Eve. He has 
also dressed up as Santa at the 
Hanscom Air Base in Bedford 
for children of military person-
nel.

Alongside a volunteer driver 
and an assistant “elf” who makes 
sure that presents are being 
delivered to the right homes, 
Gordon gets into a hot, scratchy 
Santa suit that he found at – 
where else? – a synagogue rum-
mage sale, where, true to form, 
he also purchased a menorah. 

Gordon sees no contradiction 
in being a Santa Claus who also 
buys menorahs, because he sees 
himself as a character in a secu-
lar play. “It has nothing to do 
with the nativity. That culture 
of the holiday has nothing to 
do with something that I don’t 
accept – it has nothing to do 
with the messiah kind of story. 
Now I feel like a character in a 
play – it’s not my life. It’s just 

little kids who want to believe in 
something – they want to believe 
in the fantasy of something.”

To make that fantasy come 
true, Gordon and his team travel 
to 20 homes throughout town, 
delivering gifts that parents had 
requested for their kids through 
the program. Part of the job, said 
Gordon, is learning to answer 
the many questions children 
throw his way. 

“I didn’t celebrate that holi-
day as a child, so I didn’t exactly 
know all the questions I could 
be asked, but I figured I could 
wing it,” said Gordon of his early 
years as Santa. “I’m a trial law-
yer, so I always was able to man-
age an answer, and it was always 
fun because I’d come out of a 
house laughing sometimes at 
some of the questions.”

When children ask Gordon 
where Santa’s been all day, he 
replies that the reindeer are 
having their breakfast, and the 
elves are preparing. When asked 
if Santa is real, Gordon replies, 
“What about you? Are you real? 
How would you like if someone 

asked you that question?” 
Gordon has likely engaged in 

a similar conversation, albeit in 
a suit and tie instead of a Santa 
suit, at the Massachusetts State 
House, where he has repre-
sented Bedford, Burlington, and 
a portion of Wilmington since 
2013.

Gordon first knew he want-
ed to be a state representative 
in the middle of a 2012 Bruce 
Springsteen concert at Fenway 
Park. Just as he heard the chorus 
to “The Rising”:

Come on up for the rising 
Come on up, lay your hands 

in mine 
Come on up for the rising 
Come on up for the rising 

tonight 
He felt a wave of inspira-

tion wash over him to rise up 
in his own way. Just three weeks 
before the September primary, 
Gordon launched a bid as a 
write-in candidate.

“I didn’t think it would be 
successful, but I thought I would 
give it my best shot, because 
it was a district that was small 
enough that rather than com-
plain, I’ll just spread the word of 
my values and see if it catches 
on,” said Gordon. It did. With 
two opponents, Gordon won 
with 55 percent of the vote. 

Since entering the State 
House, Gordon has advanced 
a number of causes that, as an 
employment attorney, are close 
to his heart. He helped write 
legislation for the Paid Family 
and Medical Leave program, 
which Governor Charlie Baker 
signed into law in June. When it 
goes into effect in 2021, the bill 
will allow some employees up 
to a year’s worth of paid paren-
tal leave to care for a newborn 
child, and up to 26 paid weeks 
for a serious illness. 

Right now, Gordon is work-
ing on a host of progressive 
legislation – from upgrades to 
the bill that would help families 
get affordable daycare through 
vouchers, to a proposed bill to 
protect workers from waiving 
important rights when they sign 
mandatory HR documents.

“I looked for someone who 
was prepared with the values 
consistent with mine who was 
prepared to serve,” said Gordon. 
“I had never run for anything in 
my life. The reason I did was I 
realized that if I were success-
ful, I could help a whole lot of 
people all at once.” 

He could also say the 
same thing about his annual 
Christmas side gig. 
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In Bedford, Santa is Jewish …  
and a politician

State Representative Ken “Santa Claus” Gordon with with his son 
Brandon.

“I feel like a character 
in a play – it’s not my 
life. It’s just little kids 

who want to believe in 
something – they want 

to believe in the fantasy 
of something.” 

– Representative Ken 
“Santa Claus” Gordon

85 Andover St., Rte. 114, Danvers
978.774.4080  giblees.com

One Liberty Square, Boston 
617.350.6070  zarehboston.com

Cannot be  combined with any other offer or promotion. Not valid on prior sales.
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NEWTON – There have been 
subtle but meaningful changes 
in synagogues across Greater 
Boston. Siddurim are now 
offered in large print. Rabbis ask 
their congregations to “rise in 
body and spirit,” an acknowl
edgement that not all congre
gants can stand during services. 
Doorways now have a second 
mezuzah low enough that some
one in a wheelchair could reach 
and kiss it. 

Ramps to the bimah allow 
congregants with disabilities to 
serve an aliyah. And for the first 
time, congregations are hav
ing conversations about what it 
means to welcome congregants 
struggling with their mental 
health. Rabbi Rachel Sapphire of 
Temple Beth Elohim in Wellesley 
even made it the subject of a 
recent Kol Nidre sermon. 

These heartening chang
es have been made possible 
with the help of the Ruderman 
Synagogue Inclusion Project 
(RSIP), which since 2015 has 
provided resources to make 
synagogues a place where all are 
truly welcome. Through a part
nership with Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies, RSIP awards a 
$5,000 grant each year to nine 
synagogues who present prom
ising inclusion action plans.

On Dec. 11, over 350 people 
gathered at Temple Emanuel in 
Newton to attend the Ruderman 
Synagogue Inclusion Project 

dinner and workshop for its new 
and existing synagogue partner
ships. 

“This particular evening is 
our main recruitment tool for 
our new synagogue grantees and 
also our existing congregational 
partners,” said RSIP Manager 
Molly Silver. “In the room the 
other night, 350 people and 40 
synagogues were represented. 
They could look around and see 
that they were not alone on this 
journey to become more inclu
sive and champion the fact that 
all people should be involved 
in Jewish life. The Ruderman 
Foundation really does believe 
that inclusion is what turns a 
synagogue from a collection of 
people into a holy community.” 

After remarks from Ruder
man Family Foundation Trustee 
Sharon Shapiro and Anita 
Diamant, the noted author and 
keynote speaker, new affiliates 
(which include Chabad of the 
North Shore in Swampscott 
and Temple B’nai Abraham in 
Beverly) took part in a workshop 
called “Strategies for Synagogue 
Inclusion.” Meanwhile, cur
rent RSIP partners, and alumni 
(which include Temple Emanu
El in Marblehead, Congregation 

Shirat Hayam in Swampscott, 
and Temple Sinai in Marblehead) 
took part in educational work
shops on either disability aware
ness or implementing mental 
health initiatives.  

“We’ve seen synagogue com
munities do very well with 
ramps, and assisted listening 
devices, and allergyfree kiddu
shes, but not as well with men
tal health issues. This workshop 
was the next step,” said Silver, 
who noted that last year’s event 
was the first to delve deeply into 
a topic that still carries so many 
stigmas.

Represent atives from Temple 
Beth Elohim of Wellesley, 
Temple Isaiah of Lexington, and 
Congregation Shaarei Tefillah of 
Newton spoke about their con

gregations’ mental health ini
tiatives. People who have lived 
with the experience also par
ticipated in the panel, discuss
ing how their faith and syna
gogue community helped them 
through difficult times. 

Silver stressed how powerful 
it’s been to witness the chang
ing conversation around mental 
health. “A woman who had a 
psychotic break right before her 
bat mitzvah was able to work 
with a rabbi and have a bat mitz
vah that worked for her,” said 
Silver. “We’ve seen congregant 
after congregant get up and do 
personal prayers around their 
depression or their suicidality or 
their eating disorder, and how 
coming to synagogue on a week
ly basis helps them to be who 
they were. 

“We’re seeing more and more 
rabbis now that are visiting 
patients in psychiatric hospitals. 
It was said [at the Dec. 11 work
shop] that when you get out of 
McLean [Hospital], no one is 
bringing you a casserole or a 
brisket. The goal is to make that 
happen. We just want people to 
bring their full selves to their 
synagogue.” 

Sun 12/23: NERF WAR 1-3pm (Danvers only) 
Mon 12/24: Open Gym 11am-4pm 
Tue 12/25: Open Gym 11am-4pm (Woburn only) 
Wed 12/26: Clinic 10am-1pm (open gym 1-3pm) 
Thu 12/27: Clinic 10am-1pm (open gym 1-3pm) 
Fri 12/28: Clinic 10am-1pm (open gym 1-3pm) 
Fri 12/28: Nerf  War 3-5pm (Danvers only) 
Mon 12/31: Open Gym 11am-4pm 
Mon 12/31: Nerf  War 4-6pm (Danvers only) 
Tue 01/01: Open Gym 11am-4pm (Danvers only) 

Bundle and save!  All listed 
Nerf  Wars, Open Gyms, and 

Clinics for only $200  
(over $300 value!!)

Nerf  Wars: $25 per person 
Clinics: $50 per person 
Open Gyms: $10/hr, $30/day 

Need a break from Chinese food and 
movies this Christmas?  

150R Andover St, Danvers 
10U Gill St, Woburn www.GymjaWarrior.com/DecemberCamp

We’re open Christmas Day in Woburn from 11am to 4pm

Including Fresh
NEW Shipments!

HOLIDAY 2018 FASHIONS
by names you LOVE and WANT now!

OMSCS!

Celebrating 36 Years

427 Paradise Road  •  Vinnin Square  •  Swampscott  •  781-599-8829
Monday-Friday 10-6  •  Saturday 10-5  •  Sunday 12-4

SALE STARTS 
THURSDAY,
DEC. 13th
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Grants help synagogues expand 
inclusion to mental health 

Representatives from 40 synagogues brainstormed how to make 
their congregations more inclusive.

“When you get out of McLean  
[Hospital], no one is bringing you  

a casserole or a brisket.” 
– RSIP Manager Molly Silver



The Israel Defense Forces 
uncovered a fourth cross-border 
Hezbollah terror tunnel leading 
from southern Lebanon to Israel 
over the weekend.

The IDF warned that though 
the tunnel is now under Israeli 
control and that it no longer 
poses a threat to Israeli civil-
ians, “whoever enters it from the 
Lebanese side forfeits his life.”

The tunnel joins a network of 
attack routes dug by the Iranian-
backed Hezbollah terror orga-
nization, and its neutralization 
is part of the army’s ongoing 
“Operation Northern Shield.”

Israeli officials said the exis-
tence of the tunnels are a “serious 
violation of Resolution 1701 and 
the State of Israel’s sovereignty.” 
U.N. Resolution 1701 required 
all armed groups except the offi-
cial Lebanese military to remain 
north of the Litani River follow-
ing the end of the 2006 Second 
Lebanese War.

The IDF said it believes the 
tunnels were being prepared for 
future warfare to enable terror-
ists to stream into Israel as part 
of a larger military effort, includ-
ing above-ground invasions and 
rocket launches.

According to the army, the IDF 
is in the process of exposing addi-
tional tunnels. Two of them were 
found outside the town of Metula, 
near the Lebanese border.

Last week, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said Hezbollah would receive 
an “unimaginable” response if it 
attempted to stop the IDF from 
uncovering the tunnel networks.

“If Hezbollah makes the mis-
take, and decides, in any way, to 
attack us or to oppose our opera-
tion, they will be hit with unimag-
inable blows,” said Netanyahu. 
“Imagine what would happen if 
we did not do this. Imagine that 
on one gray foggy day Hezbollah 
would spring out of these tunnels 
and kidnap our people.”

Though all the operations 
are taking place inside sover-
eign Israeli territory, Israeli offi-
cials have said they would enter 
Lebanon, if necessary, to destroy 
the tunnels.

The recent operations have 
been in coordination with the 
U.N. Interim Force In Lebanon 
(UNIFIL) and Lebanese Armed 
Forces.

Join the conversation!
Let’s talk about the future of  
Boston’s Jewish community

What are your hopes for Greater Boston’s  

Jewish community? What are your concerns?

These questions will be at the heart of The 

360Five, a region-wide conversation led by 

Rabbi Marc Baker, CJP’s new President and CEO. 

Don’t miss this exciting chance to share your 

perspective on issues that touch us all and to 

help shape our Jewish community’s future.  

Light snacks will be served, and Kosher laws  

will be observed. 

NATICK  
Temple Israel, Thursday, January 10

SALEM  
Peabody Essex Museum, Tuesday, January 15

LEXINGTON  
Scottish Rite Masonic Museum, Tuesday, February 5

All programs begin at 7:00 p.m., are free of charge, and are 
accessible to people of all abilities.  

Visit cjp.org/360Five to learn more  
and register.  

For additional information or special accommodations,  

contact Beth at betht@cjp.org or 617-457-8761.
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Jewish World and Mideast News
— from Jewish News Service (JNS.org) —

A Holocaust memorial 
in Greece was vandalized 
with swastikas on Friday, 
the second such incident 
this year.

The perpetrators have 
yet to be identified.

This development 
occurred with the latest 
anti-government demon-
strations on Friday against 
the police in Thessaloniki, 
which used tear gas and a 
water cannon to disband 
protesters.

The memorial was done by the famed sculptor Nandor Glid and 
was finished in 1997 after his death by his son, Daniel. It was the elder 
Gild’s last piece.

The Israeli embassy in Athens and the World Jewish Congress con-
demned the defacing.

“Turning Jews into scapegoats for events that they have absolutely 
no responsibility for is the absolute expression of anti-Semitism. 
Such incidents by extreme nationalist circles must be condemned 
by all and the aggressors must finally be led before justice,” said the 
embassy.

“It is alarming and disgraceful that a monument honoring the 
memory of Jews who perished in the Holocaust should become a 
routine target for those espousing vile expressions of hatred and anti-
Semitism,” said WJC Executive Vice President Robert Singer.

“We are extremely concerned by the steady rise of anti-Semitic 
vandalism facing the Jewish community in Greece and elsewhere in 
Europe,” he continued. “This desecration, as well as the vandaliza-
tion of cemeteries in Poland and in France in the past week alone, 
should ring alarm bells for anyone who believes that these incidents 
are isolated and passing.”

In January, the sculpture was also vandalized with the words 
“Golden Dawn,” a name of a far-right Greek political party, smeared 
on its base.

Almost all of Greece’s Jews perished in the Holocaust.

Swastikas deface Holocaust  
memorial in Greece again

The Thessaloniki Holocaust Memorial in 
Greece was vandalized last week.

Israel exposes fourth  
Hezbollah terror tunnel

Despite an increased 
public outcry and interna-
tional condemnation for 
the practice, the Palestinian 
Authority has allocated more 
than $319 million as “pay to 
slay” salaries for Arabs con-
victed of attacking Israeli 
Jews in 2018, according to a 
new report by the Jerusalem 
Center for Public Affairs.

The budget allocated 
funding to 5,000 families of 
convicts, pocket money to be 
used at prison commissaries 
for 6,000 convicts, stipends 
for 5,500 released convicts 
and financial grants for 1,500 
convicts to be received upon 
their release.

Many of the convicts were 
found guilty of killing or the 
attempted killing of Israeli 
Jews.

According to Israel’s 
Prison Service, there are a 
total of 5,600 Palestinian 
Authority Arabs in Israeli 
prisons.

In March, U.S. President 
Donald Trump signed a law 
reducing American aid to 
the P.A. until the body stops 
financially rewarding terror-
ists and attackers who have 
been killed.

Photo by IDF 
Israel Defense Forces discovered 
the cross-border attack tunnel 
dug from Lebanon into Israel. 

P.A. allocated 
over $319 
million for 

terror in 2018



HEBREW NAME: Aharon Benyamin Abdullah

HOMETOWN: Marblehead

CURRENTLY LIVING IN: Chicago 

ALMA MATERS: Cohen Hillel Academy ’97, 
Marblehead High School ’01, University of Pennsylvania ’05, 
Georgetown University Law Center ’10 

JOB: Immigration attorney

FAVORITE FOOD: A good curry.

FAVORITE MUSIC: Classic rock kind of stuff.

FAVORITE BOOKS: Right now I’ve been reading 
a lot about the Middle East – so I’d say historical Middle East 
kind of books.

FAVORITE MOVIE: I might say that my favorite 
movie is “Good Will Hunting.” 

FAVORITE TV SHOWS: “West Wing,” “Friday 
Night Lights”

FAVORITE TRAVEL DESTINATIONS: 
I have such fond memories of my different trips to Latin 
America: I traveled in South America before law school, I did 
a semester in Ecuador before law school, and my wife and 
I went on our honeymoon to Costa Rica. I’ve been craving 
going to Morocco.

FAVORITE JEWISH PERSON NOT IN 
YOUR FAMILY: Yitzhak Rabin. Billy Joel is a close 
second.

FAVORITE JEWISH HOLIDAY: Rosh 
Hashanah.

Musical Havdalah 
Saturday, January 5th | 6:00 pm - Havdalah (Dinner following) featuring the Temple Sinai Band 
Community Members: $10.00 | Temple Members: Free 
RSVP requested to susan.templesinai@gmail.com 
 
Primal Living: How to Live a Healthy Life by Tuning In with our Human Heritage  
Sunday, January 27th |  9:30 am Breakfast and speaker 
 
Musical Havdalah 
Saturday, February 9th | 6:00 pm - Havdalah (Dinner following) featuring the Temple Sinai Band 
Community Members: $10.00 | Temple Members: Free 
RSVP requested to susan.templesinai@gmail.com 
 
Lunch & Learn | Meet the Rebbes 
Torah from the teachings of some of the greatest Hassidic masters 
Thursdays  - 11:30 am to  1:00 pm 
February 14th - Levi Yitshak of Berdyczow (1740-1809) 
February 21st - Yaakov Yitshak Horowitz, The "Seer of Lublin (1745-1815) 
February 28th -  Menahem Nahum Twersky of Chernobyl (1730-1797) 
Community Members: $10 | Temple Members: Free 
RSVP requested to susan.templesinai@gmail.com 
 
Adult Beit Midrash  
20th Century Luminaries in Jewish Thought 
Mondays - 7:30 pm to  9:00 pm 
February 11th - Abraham Joshua Heschel and the Sense of Wonder 
February 18th - Joseph B. Soloveitchik and the Lonely Man of Faith 
February 25th - Martin Buber and the Dialogue with God 
 
Temple Sinai's R&B Cafe featuring HDRnB! (Henley Douglas Rythm & Blues: HDRnb.com) 
Back again by popular demand to bring another evening of great music! 
Saturday, February 23rd | Doors open at 7:30 pm ~  Program starts at 8:00 pm 
Tickets:  In advance: $20 | At door: $25 
Purchase online at https://tinyurl.com/HDRnB2019    
Attn: RNB2019 

All are welcome!
Please contact the Temple Office for more information  

and to RSVP to these exciting programs!

1 Community Road Marblehead, MA | 781.631.2763 |  www.templesinaiweb.org

Find us on 
Facebook!

Temple Sinai 
To celebrate with services, music, family, food, & fun!
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Workers’ Compensation 
and Personal Injury Lawyers

27 Congress Street
Suite 301
Salem, MA 01970 

978-745-0914
www.ppnlaw.com

(L-R): Judson Pierce, Daniel Napolitano, Alan Pierce

Pierce, Pierce
& Napolitano

attorneys at law

  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – DECEMBER 20, 2018 7

WHAT WAS YOUR JEWISH 
BACKGROUND GROWING UP?

I was pretty involved. I went to Cohen Hillel 
Academy, I went to Camp Yavneh, and I grew 
up going to Temple Sinai not every week, but I’d 
say my parents were fairly active, so I definitely 
felt pretty involved. I would say it was probably 
around the time of my bar mitzvah that I was least 
interested and more kind of rebellious toward 
Judaism, more challenging but not in a produc-
tive or open-minded way, and less wanting to 
be involved, and I think that’s just early teenage 
rebellion stuff. I think in high school I was equally 
committed and I identified Judaism as being very 
important to me during that time, and then in 
college, I got more engaged with it. Penn is pos-
sibly the Jewishest college outside of Brandeis, 
probably. I was really involved in the Conservative 
community at Penn – I did kind of everything. I 
had friends of all denominations – I was just, in 
general, very involved in Jewish life – it was kind of 
the center of my social world at school.

AFTER COLLEGE, YOU WERE 
INVOLVED WITH AVODAH, THE 
JEWISH SERVICE CORPS.

Avodah was wonderful. I kind of think of it as a 
cross between AmeriCorps and the “Real World.” 
It’s the “Real World” in the sense that they throw 
a bunch of people who don’t know each other 
and make them live together, and so I lived in a 
house in New York with nine other people, none of 
whom I had met before that year. During Avodah 
everyone works for some kind of social justice 
organization. So I worked at a legal services orga-
nization, helping people on food stamps and wel-
fare who’d lost their benefits. For me, it was really 
eye-opening because I hadn’t really grown up with 
this huge connection between Judaism and social 
justice. For a lot of people in Avodah and people 
I’ve met since – social justice is a huge part of their 
Judaism – that connection is just there from the 
beginning. That wasn’t really my connection – my 
connection was ritual and prayer and synagogue 
and community and tradition. So it was really 

powerful to meet so many people who related to 
Judaism in such a different way. It was really for-
mative in my career trajectory and what I wanted 
to do, and it added a whole new element to my 
Judaism.

WHAT ARE YOU DOING NOW?

I am an immigration attorney at a small firm in 
Skokie, Ill., which is just north of Chicago. We’re a 
firm of just two attorneys doing the full range of 
immigration services. It’s definitely an interesting 
time to be an immigration attorney. It’s a kind of 
depressing time to be an immigration attorney 
because we’re seeing more people deported, we’re 
seeing more cases denied, so it can get really 
depressing when clients you think shouldn’t be 
deported will get deported, or clients that you 
wish could be eligible for a green card, but aren’t. 
It’s tough on people. It weighs on immigrant 
communities; it makes it hard for immigration 
attorneys to even know how to advise our clients. 
So on the one hand it’s exciting when you get a 
win, and a client avoids getting deported, or you 
get someone a green card – it’s really meaningful. 
On the other hand, you see the fear in immigrant 
communities that accompanies the increase in 
deportations. But I can’t really picture doing any-
thing else.

DOES JUDAISM PLAY A ROLE 
IN YOUR WORK?

It’s hard not to make the Jewish connection to 
immigration, whether it’s the commandment to 
treat the stranger well; the Jewish immigration 
story, that we were slaves, and then we were free. 
And we were mistreated in a land of oppression, 
and we found a homeland, and more personally 
for me, my father was an immigrant, so it’s hard 
not to think of that as part of a way to find mean-
ing in what I do. Judaism does give an extra layer 
of meaning to it – it’s just hard not to make that 
connection, both to my own personal story, and to 
the story of the Jewish people as a whole.

– Michael Wittner

Millennials 

AARON LAWEE, 35

The

Like what you’re reading?
Donate to the Jewish Journal today. 

Visit our home page at jewishjournal.org,  

or call 978-745-4111 x121.



As we enter the final days of the secular 
calendar year, 2018 will be remembered in 
the Greater Boston Jewish community as a 

time of change, progress, conflict, and a marked 
increase in anti-Semitism in our community. 

Over the last year our publication has covered 
a unique set of milestones: Israel’s 70th anniver-
sary on the North Shore and Boston, Rabbi Marc 
Baker’s appointment as president of CJP, and 
Lawrence Bacow being named the third Jewish 
president of Harvard. On the North Shore, we have 
written extensively about Jewish institutions such 
as JCC of the North Shore, Epstein Hillel School, 
changing curricula at Hebrew schools, policy 
shifts and celebrations at area temples, Jewish day 
camps, and Jewish inclusion programming. 

We have also added special features to bolster 
our content. In Jerusalem, two senior journalists 
report exclusively for the Journal about the lat-
est news in Israel. Closer to home, the Journal’s 
“Millennials” column focuses on younger mem-
bers of the community. And our “Honorable 
Menschion” column continues to highlight resi-
dents who make a difference in many people’s 
lives.

The biggest story this year has been the “nor-
malization” of anti-Semitism in America and 
throughout the world. The Anti-Defamation 

League and the FBI have issued reports about the 
increase of anti-Semitism in the U.S. Locally, 
much of the anti-Semitism has occurred in numer-
ous area school districts, including in the town of 
Reading, where over two dozen anti-Semitic inci-
dents have been reported. Nationally, gun vio-
lence and anti-Semitism merged into deadly 
crime scenes: At a high school in Parkland, Fla., a 
sniper killed 17, including five Jews. At the Tree of 
Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, an avowed anti-
Semite charged into the temple’s sanctuary on a 
Shabbat morning this fall and killed 11 congre-
gants who were praying. After the Pittsburgh 
shooting, the Journal sent reporters to vigils in 
Boston, and the North Shore where thousands of 
Jews stood in solidarity with the victims. 

Journalists play a major role in documenting 
history, since they are often the first on the scene 
to provide detailed reporting of seminal events. 
This paper – a free publication – relies on the sup-
port of advertisers and donations from our read-
ers. Please join us so we can continue to link this 
diverse and dynamic Jewish community. Are you 
moved to support us? If so, call us at 978-745-4111 
or send a donation to:

The Jewish Journal, P.O. Box 2089, 2 Margin 
Street, Salem, MA 01970.

Thank you again for your support.

By Alex Joffee  
and Asaf Romirowsky

JNS.org

The campus boycott, 
divestment and sanction 
movement (BDS) has ben-

efited greatly from the normal-
izing of anti-Semitism in the 
United States and around the 
world. The American universi-
ty is now in many instances a 
toxic environment for students 
and faculty who have an open 
mind about Israel. Those faculty 
who risk their jobs, tenure and 
grant funding to speak openly 
on Israel’s behalf need support 
now more than ever.

With the normalizing of anti-
Semitism comes the normal-
izing of BDS. Professors and 
academics who support and 
advocate for BDS feel empow-
ered and emboldened by the 
belief that their actions respond 
to the policies of the current 
White House. Moreover, Israel 
is seen today as a right-wing 
issue, especially on campuses 
dominated completely by the 
political and cultural left. This 

allows every anti-Israel voice to 
be treated as normal and moral.

Faculty opposed to Israel are 
at the forefront of BDS, hiding 
behind the increasingly thin 
facade of academic freedom 
to launch systemic attacks on 
Israel, its supporters and on the 
structure of the university itself.

Examples abound, from 
Rutgers University women’s 
studies professor Jasbir Puar, 
who published an anti-Semitic 
blood libel as scholarship (and 
received an award from a pro-
fessional organization for her 
calumnies), to University of 
Michigan American studies pro-
fessor John Cheney-Lippold, 
who refused to write a letter of 
recommendation for a student 
who wanted to study in Israel.

Facts and scholarship find 
no room in the world of BDS 
or identity politics. Feelings and 
politics shape everything related 
to Israel and, increasingly, relat-
ed to the university as a whole. 
More and more, only one set 
of ideas is presented, in which 
Israel is the sole or greatest evil 
not only in the Middle East, but 

in the world, and which must be 
treated uniquely.

Turkey’s jailing of tens of 
thousands of fellow academ-
ics does not register, much 
less China’s imprisonment of 
a million Muslims in reeduca-
tion camps. Such comparative 
analysis, the basis for all social 
science, is dismissed as mere 

“what-about-ism.”
Academics opposed to Israel 

demand not only a monopoly 
on the university but impunity 
from criticism. After the Cheney-
Lippold affair, a variety of aca-
demic BDS supporters came 
out in his defense and decry-
ing the University of Michigan’s 
tepid response. So did several 
academic organizations, includ-
ing the American Association of 
University Professors and the 
Middle East Studies Association, 
along with BDS groups such as 
Jewish Voice for Peace and local 
Arab-American representatives. 
Michigan’s Center for Middle 
Eastern and North African 
Studies even held a BDS event, 
including a “teach-in,” with sup-
port from a host of other depart-
ments.

Dozens of Michigan faculty 
members also signed an angry 
letter demanding the university 
not punish Cheney-Lippold, 
claiming that the right to deny 
students letters of recommen-
dation for study in one place 
and one place only – Israel – is a 
function of their academic free-
dom and right to free speech. 
Professional responsibilities to 
students or the rights of students 
who perform well to receive let-
ters of recommendation from 
their faculty members in order 

to study wherever they choose 
do not enter the discussion.

BDS cuts to the heart of what 
universities are supposed to 
be. Is a university an impartial 
platform at which students can 
receive an education, as well 
as support to go on with their 
lives and careers wherever they 
choose, or is it a political plat-
form shaped exclusively by the 
views of an angry minority of 
Israel-hating faculty?

Academics who support 
BDS demand that their politics 
directly shape the world and 
the lives of their students while 
eschewing all responsibility and 
even criticism. John K. Wilson, 
the co-editor of the AAUP’s blog 
“Academe,” told Insider Higher 
Ed that “it is morally wrong 
for professors to impose their 
political views on student letters 
of recommendation,” but still 
argues that the professor should 
not be punished. There are 
almost no consequences, except 
writ large, when institutions like 
Evergreen State or the University 
of Missouri, which experienced 
similar unhinged anger from 
faculty and students over racial 
issues, found their enrollments 
plummeting and state legisla-
tors questioning the wisdom of 
supporting their bitter politics.

Very few professors are will-
ing to stand up against what 
has become a nearly monolithic 
campus culture of reviling Israel 
and its supporters. Those who 
are willing to speak out need our 
support, if simply to re-establish 
a balance that says Israel is not 
a freakish or evil entity, but a 
state like any other. Most fac-
ulty members who choose to 
speak out are Jews and Israelis, 
and many are not specialists in 
Middle East studies. They do so 
out of a sense of support not 
only for Israel, but for academic 
ideals of fairness and balance.

But they have not been able 
to change the environment, and 
many more faculty members are 
routinely cowed into submis-
sion by BDS activists who are 
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Rutgers University women’s studies professor Jasbir Puar.
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By Ariella Esterson 
JNS.org

International Human Rights week, 
which marks the anniversary of the 
adoption of the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights and the Genocide 
Conventions on Dec. 10, 1948, provides 
an opportunity to re-examine and take 
stock of human rights around the world. 
It also enables us to ask what more can 
be done to ensure equal rights for all.

One of the tenets of the declaration is 
the principle of “universality”—name-
ly, that “everyone is entitled to all the 
rights and freedoms … without distinc-
tion of any kind, such as race, color, 
sex, language, religion, political or other 
opinion, national or social origin, prop-
erty, birth or other status.” Countries 
are meant to uphold these principles, 
but the most prominent promoters of 
these values are international human-
rights non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs).

Yet the true universal promotion of 
rights by these groups is questionable at 
best. Instead of upholding the principle 
of universality and defending the popu-
lations that are suffering, organizations 
like Amnesty International regularly 
make political choices and take sides.

For example, it took Amnesty two 
years of watching what has been labeled 
a genocide in Myanmar to revoke Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s “Amnesty International 
Ambassador of Conscience Awards.” 
While Rohingyan Muslims were being 
persecuted, Amnesty made the politi-
cal, self-serving decision to deny any 
mistake in its initial promotion of Suu 
Kyi. Only on Nov. 11, 2018 did it finally 
recognize her government’s complicity 
in the atrocities and make human rights 
a priority.

Similar politicization occurs in the 
context of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
Amnesty has long lobbied extensively 
in support of the Palestinians, regularly 
publishing reports, excessively tweeting 
in response to current events, and con-
stantly pumping out condemnations of 
Israel and calls for sanctions.

But Amnesty is far less active about 
Israeli human rights.

Since March 30, 2018, Hamas and 
other Palestinian terror groups have 
organized violent confrontations along 
Gaza’s border with Israel under the label 
of the “March of Return.” Amnesty took 
sides and ignored the protests’ violence, 
including organized armed attacks on 
the Israeli border and military positions, 
attempts to destroy and breach the bor-
der fence, and sustained arson, rocket 
and mortar attacks on Israel’s civilian 

communities.
Amnesty was similarly silent when 

Palestinian terror groups in Gaza fired 
more than 450 rockets and missiles into 
Israeli population centers, resulting in 
one death (of a Palestinian man in Israel) 
and more than 70 injured. According to 
international law, targeting civilians is a 
war crime, and therefore, each of the 450 
rockets sent by the terror groups target-
ing Israel’s civilians is defined as such. 
One would expect Amnesty to condemn 
these blatant violations of human rights.

Instead, Saleh Hijazi, deputy director 
for the Middle East and North Africa at 
Amnesty International, favored weigh-
ing in to the politics of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and absurdly placed blame for 
the escalation on Israel’s blockade of 
Gaza. Hijazi conveniently neglected to 
mention that Israel’s restriction of goods 

was created to stop Hamas smuggling 
in weapons and rockets used to target 
Israeli citizens in the first place. Hijazi 
stated that “Israel has a history of carry-
ing out serious violations of international 
humanitarian law in Gaza, including war 
crimes, with impunity and displaying a 
shocking disregard for Palestinian lives.” 
She did conveniently include a singular 
line in a page-long statement condemn-
ing “Palestinian armed groups, including 
Hamas.”

This is sadly not the first time that 
Amnesty International has belittled the 
universal human rights of Israelis and 
remained silent in the face of Palestinian 
terror groups’ war crimes. Following the 
2014 Gaza war, Amnesty ignored the fact 
that Hamas was sending hundreds of 
rockets towards innocent civilians, and 
instead accused Israel of war crimes, act-
ing “above the law,” perpetrating “relent-
less” attacks, “unprecedented death and 
destruction,” “massive bombardment” 
and “unrelenting onslaught.” Amnesty 
even went so far as to accuse Israel of 
being motivated by “revenge.”

On Human Rights week, one can-
not help but wonder if all people are 
truly “born free and equal in dignity and 
rights,” then why does Amnesty only 
speak out when certain lives are tar-
geted? Why is it that Amnesty takes sides 
in conflicts and chooses to promote the 
rights of some over the other?

Whereas politicians might make 
statements regarding who is “right” 
or “wrong,” it is the responsibility of 
international human rights NGOs like 
Amnesty to remain neutral, impartial 
and focused on the people suffering. 
Amnesty’s selective promotion of human 
rights is disappointing and is a glaring 
insult to the declaration’s call for univer-
sality.

Amnesty International has ignored violence by Palestinians at the Gaza border, and 
arson, rocket and mortar attacks against Israel. 

Amnesty International’s selective promotion of human rights

By Jonathan S. Tobin
JNS.org

Modern Zionism can be 
said to have begun in 
the courtyard of the 

École Militaire in Paris in 1895. 
It was there that Viennese jour-
nalist Theodor Herzl witnessed 
the appalling spectacle of the 
degradation of Captain Alfred 
Dreyfus. A loyal and assimilat-
ed Jewish officer, Dreyfus was 
wrongfully convicted of treason 
as part of a scheme to cover up 
the guilt of a non-Jew. His insig-
nia were ripped from his uni-
form and his sword was broken 
as he proclaimed, “I am inno-
cent. Long live France.”

But what was most chilling to 
Herzl was not so much the cru-
elty of the ceremony as the reac-
tion of the Paris mob that had 
gathered to watch. Baying for 
the blood of the innocent man, 
cries of “Death to the Jews!” rang 
out in the historic site.

It was at that moment, he 
later said, that he realized that 
if Jews were treated thusly in 
what was widely considered at 
the time to be the best freest and 
most enlightened city on earth, 
then they had no future any-
where in Europe. He soon set 
to work on writing The Jewish 
State, the book that would give 
birth to a movement and even-
tually the rebirth of Jewish sov-
ereignty in the land of Israel.

This story is brought to mind 
by what must be considered an 
equally astonishing spectacle 
that has been taking place in 
the City of Light in our own day. 
In the last month, demonstra-
tors have jammed the streets of 
Paris protesting the imposition 
of a fuel tax by the government 

of French President Emmanuel 
Macron. With gas already cost-
ing a staggering $5.54 a gallon, 
Macron decided to raise taxes 
another 25 cents on fuel as part 
of an effort to combat global 
warming. But he didn’t count 
on hundreds of thousands of 
French citizens being willing to 
rise up and demand that the tax 
be rescinded.

Those who took to the streets 
wore the gilets jaunes, or yellow 
high-visibility vests that French 
citizens are required to keep in 
their cars in case of emergencies. 
They were angry at Macron, who 
only a year after being elected 
president in a landslide victory 
for his new technocratic cen-
trist movement is already in big 
trouble. He’s been denounced 
as the “president of the rich” for 
his high-handed green policies 
that is hitting the middle class 
hard and was forced to rescind 
the tax.

But Macron’s political woes 
are only part of this story. While 
the initial coverage of the pro-
tests emphasized the norma-
tive populist slogans against 

Macron, we’re now learning that 
one of the themes sounded by 
the protesters is one that should 
be familiar to students of French 
and European history: blaming 
it all on the Jews.

Many of the protesters have 
been carrying signs and chant-
ing slogans calling Macron the 
“whore of the Jews” and “the 
Jews’ puppet.”

What, you may ask, do the 
Jews have to do with French 
economic policy? The correct 
answer is nothing. But to those 
wearing the yellow vests, Jews 
are apparently synonymous 
with the “establishment” – the 
unseen and anonymous power-
brokers they feel are manipulat-
ing their lives and destroying 
their country.

Many of those who are dem-
onstrating are clearly in sym-
pathy with the Front National, 
the right-wing party founded 
by notorious anti-Semite Jean-
Marie Le Pen and now led by 
his slightly more respectable 
daughter, Marine.

But also joining them in 
the streets are Muslim immi-

grants from North Africa, whose 
presence in France the Front 
National was created to oppose. 
Among their ranks is French 
comedian Dieudonné M’bala 
M’bala, another notorious Jew-
hater who created the quenelle 
gesture that is synonymous with 
French anti-Semitism.

Just as left-wing intellectual 
elites have joined with Muslim 
immigrants in many European 
countries to form a bizarre coali-
tion united only by their hatred 
for Jews and Israel, so, too, the 
French populists have brought 
together disparate strains of 
anti-Semitism. Neither entire-
ly of the left nor the right, the 
gilets jaunes have every right to 
be upset by Macron’s contempt 
for French workers and farm-
ers. But following tradition, they 
have adapted myths about pow-
erful Jews controlling the world 
to explain their troubles.

Scholar Ruth Wisse famously 
taught that anti-Semitism was 
the most successful ideology 
of the 20th century because it 
adapted to and was used by a 
variety of disparate movements: 
fascism, Nazism and commu-
nism. In the 21st century, we 
see that process continues as 
Islamism, right-wing populism 
and left-wingers that believe 
in intersectional theories have 
embraced Jew-hatred.

In the last week, we have 
learned that the leaders of the 
Women’s March – the lead-
ing group organizing protests 
against U.S. President Donald 
Trump – were spreading con-
spiracy theories about Jews 
even in their initial meetings. 
As Tablet magazine reported, 
Tamika Mallory, the group’s 
president spent part of their first 

gathering devoted to planning 
talking about Jews controlling 
the slave trade – a pernicious 
myth that has been a key talking 
point for the Nation of Islam’s 
Louis Farrakhan, whom Mallory 
admires.

Just as right-wing popu-
lists were prepared to praise 
the Yellow vests movement as 
a laudable example of push-
back against globalist elites like 
Macron, the fashionable left has 
spent much of the last two years 
applauding Mallory and other 
Women’s March leaders, such 
as vicious anti-Zionist Linda 
Sarsour. But both have been 
fatally compromised by Jew-
hatred.

Anti-Semitism isn’t the pre-
serve of the left or the right, of 
the elites or the populists. It’s 
something that all those seek-
ing to manipulate or control 
the fears of people inevitably 
employ. And contrary to what 
critics of Israel always tell us, 
their complaints about the Jews 
have nothing to do with what 
actual Jews are or have done. 
Anti-Semitism is always about 
the anti-Semites.

While we can hold onto mes-
sianic hopes that someday such 
sentiments will be eradicated, 
the persistence of anti-Semitism 
reminds us of the prescience of 
Herzl’s insight into the impor-
tance of a Jewish state, which 
gave the Jews the ability to 
defend themselves – something 
denied them for 20 centuries. So 
long as every scoundrel with a 
cause is willing to use the Jews 
as a scapegoat, there is no sub-
stitute for Israel – or for Zionism 
itself.

The adaptable anti-Jewish virus that won’t die

Photo by Thomas Bresson/Wikimedia Commons 
Yellow vests movement protest in Belfort, France, on Dec. 1. 
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Can “A Christmas Carol” be a story 
of teshuvah (“repentance”)? 
Award-winning Jewish actor 

Jeremiah Kissel thinks so, proclaiming 
that, “You could do the story during the 
Aseret Yemay Teshuvah [the 10 Days of 
Repentance between Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur].” 

Kissel plays Ebenezer Scrooge, who is 
ultimately forced to repent for his life’s 
decisions, in a joint presentation of the 
Charles Dickens classic by The Nora 
Theatre Company and Underground 
Railway Theater at the Central Square 
Theater in Cambridge.

Kissel, who attends Temple Emunah 
in Lexington, sees Jewish connections 
everywhere in “A Christmas Carol.” He 
feels that the notion of teshuvah is at 
the core of a play that teaches that “the 
worst among us has a core of good-
ness.” Kissel also believes that Tikkun 

Olam [the Jewish concept of fixing the 
world] informs the story. “I start to frame 
the story as a parable 
of hurt. You perform 
Tikkun Olam by chan-
neling hurt back into 
the world,” he said. 

“God’s not a char-
acter in this particu-
lar story,” said Kissel. 
“It reminds me of the 
Megillah [where God’s 
name is not men-
tioned]. It’s about 
humanity.” Kissel also 
pointed out that both 
Scrooge and Marley have Jewish names: 
Ebenezer comes from the Hebrew for 

“rock or stone of God”, and Marley means 
“it is bitter to me,” which ties in well with 

the bitter life the char-
acter leads. 

Under the skill-
ful guidance of 
Underground Railway 
Theater Artistic 
Director Debra Wise, 
Dickens’ insights on 
human nature begin 
pessimistically, but end 
on a more hopeful note. 
Designer David Fichter 
surrounds the theater 
with a mural of shops 

and buildings that transports the audi-
ence to Victorian London, complete with 

an eye-catching Punch and Judy show 
from puppeteer Charlotte Anne Dore. 
Susan Dibble and Mesma Belsare’s cho-
reography of Mr. Fezziwig’s holiday cel-
ebration and a party at Scrooge’s nephew 
Fred’s home is lively and joyful. John 
Malinowski’s nuanced lighting gives the 
play’s many ghosts a haunting glow. 

But it is Kissel’s performance as 
Scrooge that truly stands out. He brings 
a rich giddiness to the transformation 
of Scrooge from a bah, humbug miser, 
to a vulnerable loner, to a joyful and 
joy-spreading friend and relative. Brooks 
Reeves brings a nervous diffidence to his 
role as Bob Cratchit, Scrooge’s counting-
house employee. Paris Ellsworth proves 
a talented double threat as indomitably 
genial nephew Fred and a scene-enhanc-
ing violinist. Kortney Adams is effectively 
understated as Belle, Scrooge’s ex-fian-
cée. Jewish fifth-grader Jonah Cramer has 
appealing spirit and cheeriness as Tiny 
Tim. 

Julia Tara Springer is an affecting 
Ghost of Christmas Past who doubles 
as a talented ballerina. Ramona Lisa 
Alexander delivers the late, enchained 
Jacob Marley’s dire warning to Scrooge 
with impressively deep resonance. 
Vincent Ernest Siders spreads the mer-
riment of the Ghost of Christmas Present 
with expansive body language and hearty 
inflection. 

In her director’s notes, Wise observes 
that, “For Dickens, it seems, it is not 
enough to respect childhood. One must 
be like a child.” Nora and Underground 
Railways’ fetching edition of “A Christmas 
Carol” does both. 

“A Christmas Carol” will play at the 
Central Square Theater through Dec. 30. 
Call 617-576-9278 or go to centralsquare-
theater.org.

Jonah Cramer (Tiny Tim) and Jeremiah 
Kissel (Scrooge) in “A Christmas Carol.”

Photos by Maggie Hall
Jeremiah Kissel (Scrooge) and Julia Tara Springer (Ghost of Christmas Past) in Central 
Square Theater’s production of “A Christmas Carol.”

Jewish themes abound in ‘A Christmas Carol’

Kissel’s performance as 
Scrooge … truly stands out. 
He brings a rich giddiness 
to the transformation of 

Scrooge from a bah, humbug 
miser, to a vulnerable loner, 
to a joyful and joy-spreading 

friend and relative. 



By Michael Fox
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

A news flash for members 
of the tribe who’ve been 
kvelling over a Jewish 

woman on the U.S. Supreme 
Court for fully a quarter of a 
century: Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
long ago matriculated beyond a 
symbol of ethnic achievement.

This year’s hit documen-
tary, “RBG,” noted that Justice 
Ginsburg is an enormously pop-
ular role model for women in 
their teens and 20s, and she has 
achieved pop culture celebrity 
to boot.

Now comes the Christmas 
Day release of “On the Basis 
of Sex,” which applies the 
Hollywood treatment to her 
beginnings as a smart but strug-
gling lawyer and situates Justice 
Ginsburg smack in the main-
stream.

To coin a Lincolnesque testi-
monial, now she belongs to the 
masses.

Director Mimi Leder and 
screenwriter Daniel Stiepleman 
(who happens to be Ruth and 
Marty Ginsburg’s nephew) 
frame “On the Basis of Sex” as 
an underdog saga. And like a 
lot of underdogs in Hollywood 
movies, our heroine has a super-
power that she only discovers 
– and masters – on her journey.

The movie is effective, and 
ultimately inspiring, in a way 
that doesn’t remotely challenge 
viewers other than to ask them 
to follow clever legal strategies.  

The film opens with Ruth’s 
first days at Harvard Law School, 
where her husband Marty is in 
his second year. Immediately 
and repeatedly, Ruth (and the 
viewer) is reminded of her sec-
ond-class status as a woman in 
a man’s world.

It takes a while to reconcile 
the confident Justice Ginsburg 
of public record with the some-
what skittish character that 
British actress Felicity Jones cre-
ates. On the one hand, as a wife 
and a mother who – like every 
other aspiring professional of 
the time – never wears pants, 
Ruth is plainly a grownup.

But she’s patronized by 
everyone from the law school’s 
WASPy dean (a villainous Sam 
Waterston) to her husband (a 
stalwart Armie Hammer), and 
she risks being seen as a rabble-
rouser (it’s the late 1950s) simply 
by standing up for herself.

Although the film does not 
conceal or finesse Ruth and 
Marty’s’s Jewishness, it pres-
ents casual misogyny and the 
entrenched old boys’ network, 
not anti-Semitism, as the obsta-
cles Ruth needs to navigate. 

Consequently, she has to 
devise ways – both direct and 
elliptical – to raise the con-
sciousness of every ally, includ-
ing her devoted husband, before 
she can even challenge poten-
tial adversaries. While Marty 
certainly recognizes his wife’s 
brilliance, he’s a product of his 
upbringing and the times.

“On the Basis of Sex,” or as 
it’s referred to at your favorite 
corned beef dispensary, “RBG: 
The Early Years,” devotes con-
siderable screen time to the 
couple’s relationship, and for 
many viewers that will serve as 
the emotional heart of the film. 
Others will derive more plea-
sure from Ruth finding her foot-
ing and her voice as a scholarly 
attorney.

As Stipelman noted in an 
interview during a recent visit 
to San Francisco, “Coming out 
of law school, [Ruth] had three 
strikes against her: She was a 
woman, she was a mother and 
she was a Jew. Any one of those 
things alone, law firms had 
taken the risk. It was the three 
together that made her unhire-
able in their eyes.”

Unable to find a job practicing 
law, Ruth takes a teaching posi-
tion. Through a combination of 
determination, persistence and 
luck, she comes across a unique 
case that addresses the inequi-
ties of gender discrimination: 
The complainant, who looked 
after his mother but was denied 
the tax deduction for caregivers, 
is a man.

Earlier in the film, there’s a 
crucial chain of events when 
Marty is diagnosed with can-
cer. Ruth not only took care of 
him (and their small daugh-
ter), but got them both through 
law school. That experience as 

a caregiver gives her both the 
empathy and the understand-
ing to identify with and per-
suade her would-be client, and 
to research and argue the case.

The lengthy courtroom scene 
that comprises the film’s last 20 
minutes or so is genuinely effec-
tive and even emotional, despite 
the formulaic staging and the 

fact that we know Ruth will pre-
vail. At the pivotal moment, we 
witness a character coming into 
her own, grasping her abilities 
and realizing her destiny.

And with that, the underdog 
becomes a superhero.

“On the Basis of Sex” opens 
Tuesday, Dec. 25. 
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Felicity Jones stars as Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 

1953 Studio photograph of Ruth Bader, taken when she was a senior 
at Cornell University. At right, Felicity Jones.

RBG biopic melds underdog and superhero tropes
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By Steve Richmond

Who was Allen Kaplan? For 
those who were alive in the early 
1950s, the tragic story of Allen 
Kaplan is, at best, only a foggy 
memory.

Allen Kaplan 
was a bright, 
articulate, ath-
letic 18-year-
old graduate 

of Chelsea High School’s class 
of 1950. While at Chelsea, he 
excelled at basketball, which 
led him to Northwestern 
State College in Natchitoches, 
Louisiana, where he continued 
to play basketball.

According to newspaper 
accounts at the time, Allen 
became the target of a cruel haz-
ing prank perpetrated by more 
than 20 upperclassmen and 
others on the night of March 1, 
1951.

At the time, sources from 
Northwestern State College said 
a group of upperclassmen had 
arranged a fictional blind date 
with Allen, and drove him 12 
miles to a wooded area over-
looking the Red River. The stu-
dents had arranged for Kaplan 

to be met by an upperclassman 
who posed as the irate husband 
of the so-called blind date. The 
man reportedly fired a shotgun 
blast. Bystanders fled and dis-
appeared in the darkness, leav-
ing Allen behind. No one saw 
him return to his dormitory that 

night, and no one reported see-
ing him the following morning.

Concerned by his absence, 
classmates and local residents 
searched the area on March 
2 and 3. The search failed to 
turn up any clues. On March 5, 
Allen’s bereaved and outraged 
father and uncle flew from 
Boston to Louisiana to take part 
in the search. Finally, on March 
9, eight days following his dis-
appearance, Allen’s body was 
found circling in a whirlpool in 
the Red River at the base of 
a bluff, near the scene of the 
prank.

Following an autopsy, 
Natchitoches Parish coro-
ner Dr. W.H. Pearson said that 
Allen “apparently fell about 40 
feet down the rocky bluff.” Dr. 
Pearson said that despite the 
presence of “multiple contu-
sions of the entire body and 
generalized hematomata [areas 

of black and blue and bruising], 
no evidence of foul play was 
found.” Dr. Pearson determined 
the cause of death to be “acci-
dental drowning,” and added 
that Kaplan may have been 
unconscious before he struck 
the water.

 On March 9, Northwestern 
State College Dean of Men 
Dudley Fulton said he “had 
been too busy with the search 
to weigh disciplinary measures 
for the score or more who par-
ticipated in the practical joke.”

“The question of crimi-
nal prosecution has not been 
raised,” said District Attorney 
Lester Hughes. “The circum-
stances would make convic-
tion difficult.” Additionally, stu-
dents who took part in the haz-
ing incident refused to discuss 
the death, as their coach had 
advised them to do. 

Allen’s father told newspaper 

that his son’s death was a trag-
ic accident, and that he would 
leave the disciplinary measures 
in the hands of college authori-
ties. At the time of this review, 
there is no record available of 
any disciplinary measures hav-
ing been taken against students.

With the benefit of 20/20 
hindsight and the passage of 67 
years, several questions remain 
unanswered. Was this an anti-
Semitic hate crime? Could that 
be the reason the crime was not 
more aggressively prosecuted? 
How were Jews looked upon 
in the early 1950s in the Deep 
South? Natchitoches is located 
in a sparsely populated region 
of western Louisiana, where 
people did not know or under-
stand Jews. The autopsy find-
ings also raise more questions 
than answers. Do “multiple con-
tusions of entire body” indicate 
a fall, or a beating? Did he fall, or 
was he pushed?

The injustices perpetrated 
against Allen Kaplan are now 
only minor footnotes in local 
Jewish history. If Allen were alive 
today, he would be 86 years old. 
Given his talents and intellect, 
who knows what he might have 
accomplished. If his peers were 
alive today, would they remem-
ber anything? His parents are 
now long gone. They went to 
their graves with so many ques-
tions unanswered.
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Observe Her Social Life 
Are there signs of active friendships, or isolation? 

Open the Medicine Cabinet 
Is Mom taking her medications as prescribed? 

Check the Mail Check the Mail 
Look for unopened mail or unpaid bills

Inspect the Kitchen 
Look for expired food, broken appliances 

If your mom isn't doing well at home alone, 
Forestdale Park may be the perfect solution. 
We offer an innovative enriching approach to 
senior living and Alzheimer's care. 

Ask 
about our Trial Stay Program

341 Forest Street, Malden MA  |  781.333.8903  |  ForestdalePark.com
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Allen Kaplan’s 1950 Chelsea High School class photo.

Kaplan’s body was found in the Red River in Louisiana.

Kaplan was a freshman at Northwestern State College in Natchi
toches, Louisiana in 1950.

First 
Person

Editor’s note: Opinions 
expressed in the First Person 
column are those of the 
writers and not the Jewish 
Journal. Have an essay or an 
opinion piece you’d like to 
publish? Please submit to 
editor@jewishjournal.org, 
with the subject head “First 
Person.” Submissions should 
be 800 words or less.

What happened to Allen Kaplan?



As you gather with family and friends for the holidays, please know how much we appreciate your continued support! 
Thank you to our wonderful customers and clients for making Sagan Harborside Sotheby’s International Realty so successful. 

Best wishes for a warm and wonderful New Year.

Bill RochfordBrian Rice Betsy RossmanMelissa O’Brien Andrew Oliver Ken Perlow Kim PyneDebra Oman Erica Petersiel Julie SaganArlene RothblattMaura Phelan

Heather Grant 
Murray

Dick McKinleyMila Lozovksaya Matt MillerJoe McKane Kathleen MurphyAudrey Linsky Rachel Lutts Shari McGuirkPhyllis Levin Mitch Levine Jill Michaud

Christine Gordon Brenda Greville Rosanne Hamblet Rhonda JacksonDiana Goldberg Joy Goldstein Susan KerrRobin JonesCynthia Janisch Peter LakeBen Goldstein Traci Howe

Craig SagerPhyllis K. Sagan Linda Soper Vern UrichTript Sembhi Brian Skidmore Hope ZabarCathy Shulkin Judy White Marilyn WinickHaley Paster 
Scimone

Diane SugrueMaggie SlavetJessica Schenkel

300 Salem Street, Swampscott
781.593.6111

One Essex Street, Marblehead
781.631.8800saganharborside.com

Pat Fallon Jane Fields Richard GindesMarla GayLisa GallagherHilary FoutesLisa Faia Sean GildeaJodi GildeaJeff Doherty Matt Dolan Frank Evans

Robyn Agostino Jean CarlsonLynne Breed Mike Cannuscio Dan DeVanDana BullPhil Bourgeault Tonya Coogan Rhonda Craig Timmy DittrichElaine ClarkeJack Brown
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that were also open. The food, 
while not kosher, was more 
acceptable to Jewish immi-
grants than most other cuisines, 
because it contained no dairy, 
and non-kosher elements such 
as pork and shellfish were not as 
recognizable to Jews. 

Most importantly, however, 
they were a place where Jews 
felt comfortable. “The Chinese 
accepted Jews and other immi-
grants and ethnic groups as cus-
tomers without precondition,” 
said Plaut. “When you go into 
a Chinese restaurant, there’s 
no anti-Semitism to overcome, 
because Chinese waiters and 
owners had no history of preju-
dice.” 

By the mid-20th century, 
the tradition had moved well 
beyond the Lower East Side, 
and Jews eating Chinese food 
on Christmas was a well-
established phenomenon. As 

time went on, more ethnicities 
moved to the United States, and 
more types of cuisine were avail-
able on Christmas. 

Merle Hyman, a retired attor-
ney from Swampscott, chooses 
a movie she wants to see, and 
then finds an interesting res-
taurant nearby. Hyman likes to 
drive closer to Boston, where 
both options are expanded. 

“We would go all over the 
place, and I’m weird enough 
that I don’t mind driving to 
Arlington or Somerville or 
Brookline if there’s a movie 
there that I want to see, so we’d 
see a movie and then go out to a 
restaurant,” said Hyman. “We’d 
do a Thai restaurant, or Indian 
or Vietnamese.” 

As Hyman and Deutsch 
have noted, going out to eat on 
Christmas is usually only half 
of the fun: Jews like to go to the 
movies as well. Everyone inter-

viewed for this article noted that 
they see a movie either before 
or after dinner. According to 
Plaut, the tradition grew out of 
Lower East Side Jews going to 
nickelodeon movie theaters or 
Yiddish theaters on Christmas 
en masse. 

“I do remember going to the 
movies and getting Chinese 
food, because you go to Liberty 
Tree Mall, and Su Chang’s is 
only a few blocks away,” said 
Dr. Michael Silverman, a rheu-
matologist and medical con-
sultant from Marblehead, ref-
erencing the popular Peabody 
Chinese restaurant whose 
owner, Suzanne Waite, is half-
Jewish. “I do remember a couple 
times going to the movies and 
being impressed by seeing a lot 

of other Jews – it’s kind of like 
Yom Kippur; you see them once 
a year.” 

Another long-established 
Jewish Christmas tradition is 
volunteerism, because it is both 
in the spirit of the holiday, and 
it allows Christian friends and 
neighbors to celebrate the hol-
iday. Hyman delivers food for 
Meals on Wheels on Christmas 
morning. Meryl Rich, a retired 
Epstein Hillel teacher who lives 
in Swampscott, serves food at 
the Lynn Emergency Shelter. 
Silverman found time between 
Chinese food and a movie to 
work on Christmas so his 
Christian colleagues wouldn’t 
have to.

“I always chose to work 
Christmas because it didn’t 

mean anything to me, and I 
figured it would give some of 
my colleagues if they celebrate 
Christmas more of an opportu-
nity for a break,” said Silverman. 
“It was just another workday.”

Christmas is more than just 
another workday for the staff at 
local Chinese restaurants, who 
work overtime on their busiest 
day of the year. Still, they are 
grateful to the Jewish commu-
nity for its continued support. 

“I’m so glad that we serve 
food in the Jewish community 
and we appreciate a lot of Jews 
who support us,” said Karen Lin, 
the owner of Fantasy Island. “A 
lot of customers tell us, ‘I came 
here, used to be my parents 
were here, now I bring my chil-
dren here.’”

Pass the Lo, Lo, Lo mein
from page 1

Christmas decorations and a busy crowd feast at Fantasy Island restaurant in Salem.

Some patrons book Christmas tables a year in advance at Brookline’s 
Golden Temple.



Dancing and limited 
teaching.

Kosher snacks are provided, 
Suggested Donation is $5. No prior 
dance experience is needed. All 
are welcome. RSVP is required to 
ns.israeli.folk.dance@gmail.com.  
7 – 11 p.m. Temple Sinai, 1 
Community Road, Marblehead.

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington Street, Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Free parking ~ Closed Saturdays

V EVENT PLANNING V

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

Call 978-356-2050
Book for the Fall/Holiday season

10% OFF!

V Corporate events V Weddings V 
V Private functions V

V Full Bar service available V

Customizable, Personal

THE PERFECT VENUE 
FOR YOUR EVENT

CONTACT US AT 781.273.1916 OR
PRIVATEEVENTS@CAFEESCADRILLE.COM

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ
BURLINGTON, MA
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CAFE113 Jewish_Journal_Ad_UPDATE_HQ_MB.pdf   1   10/2/18   4:04 PM

781-395-8888 x332

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise, contact 

lois@
jewishjournal.org, 

marcy@
jewishjournal.org, 

or call 978-745-4111.

 

CJP’s mission is to inspire and mobilize the diverse 
Greater Boston Jewish community to engage in building 
communities of learning and action that strengthen 
Jewish life and improve the world.

Visit cjp.org/events to register  
or for more information.

Get Involved with CJP: Upcoming Events

360Five: One year. Five questions. Many voices. 
Thursday, January 10, 2019 | Natick 
Tuesday, January 15, 2019 | Salem 
Tuesday, February 5, 2019 | Lexington 
Visit cjp.org/360Five for more information 
All events begin at 7:00 p.m. 
Registration opens at 6:30 p.m.

The 360Five listening tour is an exciting 
opportunity to share your perspective about 
important issues in the Jewish community with 
CJP’s new President and CEO, Rabbi Marc Baker. 
Your input and insights can help build a community 
of learning and action that strengthens Jewish life 
in Greater Boston and beyond. We hope you’ll join 
us for an engaging event at a location that’s most 
convenient to you. Marc looks forward to hearing 
directly from you.

The Rabbi Samuel Chiel (zt”l) Genesis Forum
Visit cjp.org/genesis for more information

Join our free downtown lunchtime learning series. 
This year’s theme is Refuat HaNefesh, Refuat  
HaGuf (Healing of Soul and Body): A Jewish  
Look at Wellness. 

All events take place at the Kraft Family Building, 
126 High Street, Boston from 12:00-1:15 p.m.

Wednesday, January 23, 2019 
Rejoicing in Being a Part: Sameach b’Chelko
with Rabbi Sharon Cohen Anisfeld, President of 
Hebrew College. 
 
Wednesday, February 27, 2019 
An Inside-Out Path to Health: Using Mussar 
Wisdom to Create a Life of Balance and Wellness 
with Rabbi David Jaffe, Kirva Institute.

Registration is required. Please feel free to bring 
your own lunch. Beverages will be available. For 
more information, please email learnon@cjp.org or 
call 617-457-8789.

In case of inclement weather, please call  
617-457-8888 or visit cjp.org for event updates. 

6 Community Road, Marblehead, MA 01945 | 617-457-8500

Kraft Family Building | 126 High Street, Boston, MA 02110 | 617-457-8500

Dietary laws are observed at all CJP events.
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DECEMBER 21
JEWISH MEDITATION CIRCLE, presented by Temple 
Emmanuel of Wakefield. Rabbi Greg Hersh leads a Jewish 
meditation circle on the third Friday night of each month at 
7:30 – 8:30 p.m. For questions, contact Rabbi Greg at 781-
245-1886 or rabbi@wakefieldtemple.org. Temple Emmanuel, 
120 Chestnut St., Wakefield.

DECEMBER 22
THE RHEA SIMON JAZZ TRIO performing at the The 
Colonial Inn (Concord, MA). 7:30 – 10:30 p.m. at the Forge 
Tavern. No cover, but tips are always appreciated for the 
band. 978-369-9200,48 Monument Square in Concord, MA. 

DECEMBER 23
XXII ANNUAL ARTISTIC HANUKKAH FESTIVAL, 
Celebrating Israel’s 70th Anniversary with Jerusalem Blues. 
Featuring ‘Grand Lady’ of Jewish Jazz, renowned Israeli 
composer Zlata Razdolina and her ‘Jewish Jazz’ orchestra. 
Jewish songs, original musical compositions and melodies 
arranged for jazz style. Tickets, $20 adults; $15 for seniors/
students, can be ordered at centermakor.org, or by calling 
617-232-8820. 5 p.m. Center Makor, The Campus, 384 
Harvard St., Brookline.

DECEMBER 24
HANUKKAH HAPPENS XXVIII, A one of a kind 
concert celebrating the prestigious Zamir Chorale of Boston 
in its 50th anniversary season. Adults – $25; students – 
$20. Purchase tickets online: templeemanuel.com/event/
hanukkah-happens. For more info, call 617-558-8100. 7:30 
p.m. 385 Ward St., Newton.

DECEMBER 25
GYMJA WARRIOR WOBURN OPEN GYM Get 
out on Christmas day and come swing, bounce, and run 
like an American Ninja Warrior. 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. $10 for 30 
minutes or $30 for the day. Walk-ins welcome. 10U Gill St, 
Woburn. More details at gymjawarrior.com/decembercamp.

DECEMBER 26-28
GYMJA WARRIOR DECEMBER CAMP offered 
in both Danvers (150R Andover St) and Woburn (10U Gill 
St) gyms with our certified coaches.  Your kids will learn 
parkour and ninja obstacle skills. Bring drink and snack/
lunch. 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. with free open gym 1 – 3 p.m. 
$50 per person including open gym after.  More details at 
gymjawarrior.com/decembercamp.

Looking Ahead
Submit your Calendar listings 
to calendar@jewishjournal.org

4TH ANNUAL ISRAELI 
FOLK DANCING MARATHON December

24



Week of Friday, Dec 21, 2018 through Thursday, Dec 27, 2018

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

VICE (R) 
Tue: (4:15), 7:15  •  Wed & Thu: (11:00 AM), 

(1:40), (4:25), 7:15

AQUAMAN (PG-13) 
Fri: 6:45 PM  •  Sat & Sun: (12:15), 6:45

Mon: (12:15 PM)  •  Tue: 6:45 PM
Wed & Thu: (12:15), 6:45

AQUAMAN 3D (PG-13) 
Fri: (3:45), 9:55  •  Sat: (3:30), 9:55

Sun & Mon: (3:30 PM)  •  Tue: (3:45 PM)
Wed & Thu: (3:30 PM)

MARY POPPINS RETURNS (PG) 
Fri: (4:20), 7:00, 9:50  •  Sat: (11:00 AM), 

(1:40), (4:20), 7:00, 9:50
Sun: (11:00 AM), (1:40), (4:20), 7:00

Mon: (11:00 AM), (1:50), (4:40)
Tue: (4:00), 7:00  •  Wed & Thu: (11:00 AM), 

(1:40), (4:20), 7:00

A STAR IS BORN (R) 
Fri: (4:25), 7:15, 10:00  •  Sat: (11:00 AM), 

(1:35), (4:25), 7:15, 10:00
Sun: (11:00 AM), (1:35), (4:25), 7:15

Mon: (11:00 AM), (1:40), (4:30)
WILDLIFE (PG-13) 

Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater
Fri: (4:35), 7:20, 9:30

Sat: (12:00), (2:40), (4:35), 7:20, 9:30
Sun: (2:40), (4:35), 7:20

Mon: (12:00), (2:40), (4:35)
Tue: (4:35), 7:20  •  Wed & Thu: (12:00), 

(2:40), (4:35), 7:20
THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR)  

Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater
Fri: 6:30 PM  •  Sat & Sun: 2:00, 6:30

Mon: 2:00 PM  •  Tue: 6:30 PM
Wed & Thu: 2:00, 6:30

Visit our website for other showtimes

THE TRUE 1692 IN 3D (NR)  
Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

Fri: 6:30 PM  •  Sat & Sun: 2:00, 6:30
Mon: 2:00 PM  •  Tue: 6:30 PM

Wed & Thu: 2:00, 6:30
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JANUARY 1
GYMJA WARRIOR DANVERS 
OPEN GYM  Break the boredom 
of New Year’s Day and come swing, 
bounce, and run like an American Ninja 
Warrior. 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. $10 for 30 
minutes or $30 for the day.  Walk-ins 
welcome. 150R Andover St, Danvers. 
More details atgymjawarrior.com/
decembercamp.

JANUARY 2
KNITTING NIGHTS at the JCCNS. 
Join the Knitting Knights every first 
Wednesday of the Month; casual 
evenings of knitting and chat. Open to 
all ages. 7 - 9 p.m. 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

JANUARY 3
EASTERN EUROPE TRIP 
Info session about the trip. Interested in 
traveling to Eastern Europe this spring? 
Budapest, Vienna and Prague (with an 
optional pre-trip to Poland). Trip will 
take place on May 29 - June 7, 2019, 
with an added focus on Jewish heritage 
sites. Join us for an info session about 
the trip. 7 – 8 p.m. JCCNS,  
4 Community Road, Marblehead. 

Approximate trip cost: $3,000 (includes 
land and air) For more info, contact 
Diane Knopf at dmillknopf@gmail.com.

JANUARY 5
PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT CIRCLE, 
presented by Lappin Foundation. Join 
other families for a fun, interactive 
Shabbat service geared to families with 
young children, ages 6 and younger. 
Older siblings, grandparents and friends 
are welcome. 10:30 - 11:15 a.m. Free 
and open to all. Temple Ahavat Achim, 
86 Middle St., Gloucester.

FRANK SOLIVAN & DIRTY 
KITCHEN, Grammy Winning 
Bluegrass returns to Linden Tree 
Coffeehouse. With chops so hot, Frank 
Solivan & Dirty Kitchen were named 
IBMA’s 2016 Instrumental Group of the 

Year for the second time, with a third 
nomination in 2017. 8 p.m. $20; under 
18 - $10. RSVP and information: 781-
246-2836, LindenTreeCoffeehouse.org. 
UU Church, 326 Main St. Wakefield.

JAN 5 - FEB 3
NEW ARTIST MEMBERS  
EXHIBITION. The Marblehead 
Arts Association will begin the 2019 
exhibit calendar with the exciting and 
diverse work of new artist members’ 
work in the galleries for the month of 
January. Opening Reception – Sunday, 
January 6, 2019; 2 - 4 p.m. Free and 
open to all; light refreshments will be 
served. Engage with the artists. mailto: 
bhundahl@marbleheadarts.org; 781-
631-2608; marbleheadarts.org. 8 Hooper 
Street, Marblehead.

JANUARY 6
ROCK CLIMBING for 3rd-8th 
Graders. North Shore Youth Group will 
be going Rock Climbing at MetroRock 
Climbing Centers from 2 - 4 p.m. 
Snacks and drinks are available to 
purchase. If anyone is in need of a 
ride, let organizers know. Sign and 
return the waiver. $23 per person and 
includes climbing shoes. 69 Norman St., 
Everett.Visitjewishteeninitiativeboston.
org/jti-hub/ for registration and more 
information.

NORTH SHORE FAMILY ICE 
SKATING, presented by New England 
Yachad. Come ice skating at the 
outdoor rink at MarketStreet Lynnfield 
and top it off with ice cream from J.P. 
Licks. For families with children ages 
2-16. Contact Caryn Schiller with any 
questions at 617-209-6799 ext. 102 
or schillerc@ou.org. 11 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m. Free. MarketStreet Lynnfield, 600 
Market St., Lynnfield.

JANUARY 9
NORTH SHORE PIZZA AND 
PARSHA, presented by New England 
Yahad. Join New England Yachad and 

Chabad of the North Shore for Pizza and 
Parsha. We’ll have pizza and a make-
your-own dessert, along with a Parsha 
discussion. Ages 16+. $2 per session 
Chabad Lubavitch of the North Shore, 
44 Burrill St., Swampscott.

JANUARY 10
DESSERT & DISCUSSION 
IN CAMBERVILLE, presented 
by Interfaithfamily/Boston. Join 
InterfaithFamily/Boston, Rabbi Greg 
Hersh and other interfaith couples 
in their 20s and 30s for an evening 
of socializing, fun, and meaningful 
conversation. This month’s topic is 
New Year’s Resolutions. Are you 
pro-resolutions or anti-resolutions? 
What will you start doing this year?  
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. $5 per person. Cost 
includes tasty dessert, beverage. 
Contact Jane Maine, program manager, 
at janem@interfaithfamily.com. Forge 
Baking Company, 626 Somerville Ave., 
Somerville.

JANUARY 11
POTLUCK WITH TEMPLE 
B’NAI BRITH Join Temple for 
Kabbalat Shabbat Services, followed 
immediately by a vegetarian Potluck 
Dinner. Please bring a dish to share 
(dairy is okay, but no meat or fish).  6 - 
9 p.m. Temple Bnai Brith,  201 Central 
St., Somerville.

JANUARY 12-13
LOON OVERNIGHT, for grades 
6-12. Skiing, snowboarding, tubing, 
movies, dinner, and hanging with 
friends. $175/person and includes 
room, bus, meals, helmet and lift ticket. 
There are additional costs for optional 
lessons, equipment rentals or a single 
bed. Meet at Temple Ner Tamid, 368 
Lowell Street in Peabody at 5:30 
p.m. Visitjewishteeninitiativeboston.
org/jti-hub/ for registration and more 
information.

Wishing All Our Friends & Customers
A Happy and Healthy 

New Year!
SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm

Luncheon Specials: MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm
TEL 978-531-3366 • FAX 978-531-3060 • www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Fine Chinese Cuisine

373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200

REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street, Swampscott, MA 01907
781-581-1550       www.weaverortho.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME HEALTH CARE

Home Healthcare • Nurses • PT
Pharmacists • Transportation

Companionship • Handyman Services

877-406-4245
allhourshomehealth.com

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0811
Personalized Caregiving at Home

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

ASSISTED LIVING

Traditional Assisted Living 

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES 
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN 
ESTATES

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

AGING LIFE CARE
chelseajewish.org 
 978-471-5153 

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

HOME CARE
Keeping you safe, comfortable 
and independent at home.
Let us show you how we can 
help, no matter where you  
call home. Call us today!

781-691-5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-0779 
Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

AND PALLIATIVE CARE

HOSPICE CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING

chelseajewish.org 
617-889-8744
Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

NURSE AGENCY

MEMORY SUPPORT

FLORENCE & CHAFETZ  
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL
chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

CHELSEA 
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN  

ESTATES
chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

PEABODY

Assisted Living for those 
with Memory Loss

SKILLED NURSING

LEONARD FLORENCE  
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME
chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

CHELSEA

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK 
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org 
978-471-5100

PEABODY

Revolutionary Model of Care

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

To advertise, contact 
Lois Kaplan at  

lois@jewishjournal.org
or 

Marcy Grand at  
marcy@jewishjournal.org

 or call 978-745-4111

PRIVATE HOME HEALTH CARE

JM 
Private Home Health Care Services

Your Well-Being Is Our Priority
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became active in Temple Shalom 
in Salem, where he helped facili-
tate the merger with Temple 
B’nai Abraham. For the past 
five years, he has been the chief 
financial officer of the JCC of the 
North Shore in Marblehead. 

While Cheatham came 
to Judaism through his love 
of Israel, Willwerth, a retired 
teacher and career counselor, 
had always been deeply fasci-
nated with everything to do with 
Judaism and the Jewish people. 
She grew up in Manchester-by-
the Sea with a Catholic moth-
er and a Protestant father. Her 
father worked with many Jews 
and felt a deep affection for 
them, a feeling that carried over 
to his young daughter. 

“Whenever I read about 
Judaism, I just felt an instant 
connection,” said Willwerth, 
noting that affinity existed 
despite the fact that she barely 
knew any Jews and had never 
been inside a synagogue.

Everything changed when 
Willwerth was 15 and she read 
Leon Uris’s epic novel, “Exodus” 
about the founding of the mod-
ern state of Israel in 1948. 

“That just rocked my world 
– it was an 800-page book and 
I think I read it in half a day,” 
she recalled. “For some reason, 
I thought, I belong with these 
people.” 

Willwerth carried this deep-
seated belief with her for years 
before she finally converted. 
When she was 49, she attended 
the bar mitzvah of a son’s friend at 
Temple B’nai Abraham, and with 
some trepidation, approached 
the rabbi about converting. 

“I heard the rabbi speak, and 
I don’t even remember what he 
was talking about, but it was 
just this sense of the beauty of 
Judaism … and I said, ‘that’s it.’ 
I just felt this need to talk to him 
and at least express how I felt, 
and I honestly did not think that I 
would be encouraged, but I was.” 

Willwerth had a new reli-
gion for a new millennium. 

In January 2000, she began 22 
weeks of conversion classes at 
Congregation Kehillath Israel in 
Brookline. She was a star stu-
dent, and not long after she con-
verted, she threw herself into 
her new religion. 

She was the first woman 
in the history of Temple B’nai 
Abraham to recite a haftarah 
on Yom Kippur, became a gab-
bai, and chair of the Ritual 
Committee. Last October, she 
traveled to Israel for the first 
time, where she had her bat 
mitzvah atop Masada. 

As a leader in her temple, 
Willwerth tries to enlist other 
congregants to become more 
active in the services. She’s able 
to use her story as an example. 
“I tell them when I came in, the 
only Hebrew word I knew was 
‘shalom,’ and I just can’t express 
what it’s added to my life; the 
people that I’ve met, and the 
absolute joy and calmness and 
peace this decision has given 
me,” she said. “Now I know who 
I am in this world.” 
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Leading the way
from page 1

Cheatham in Israel with a neighbor, his son Baki, and his daughter 
Andrea.

Cheatham and his wife Suzie celebrating their bar and bat mitzvah 
in 2005.

among their colleagues. It is not 
known how many are denied 
promotions, tenure, grants or 
fellowships on the basis of their 
support for Israel.

Since 9/11, we have seen a 
significant growth in pro-Israel 
student empowerment through 
national and grassroots orga-
nizations, but this has not 
been enough to create long-
term change. In fact, it appears 
that student BDS activists are 
increasingly successful at creat-
ing an environment in which 
Israelis, supporters of Israel and 
even Jews at large can be ostra-
cized, and even directly threat-
ened or harassed. University 
administrations – anxious to 
maintain quiet and keep enroll-
ments high – have almost uni-
formly swept incidents under 
the rug. The pyrotechnics of 
demonstrations and “apart-
heid walls” speak to the spirit of 
intolerance that reigns on cam-
puses in the name of “social jus-
tice.” The letter of recommen-
dation incident demonstrates 
that some faculty members are 

ready to punish students who 
step out of line.

Is there any doubt that the 
same spirit of hatred prevails 
inside classrooms?

Faculty members are not 
required to support or even like 
Israel, but fulminating against it 
and punishing those who even 
take an interest, like a student 
who wants to study there, should 
be beyond the pale. Academics 
who want to re-establish bal-
ance about Israel, as well as 
those who have intellectual or 
emotional interests there, need 
help. There does exist a net-
work – Scholars for Peace in the 
Middle East – that provides such 
help through shared best prac-
tices, mentoring and guidance 
to students and junior faculty. 

The way in which Israel 
is treated is a measure of the 
health of a university. Faculty 
who want to see Israel addressed 
fairly, and not as inherently sin-
ful, need support now more 
than ever. Students, parents and 
alumni should also be watching 
carefully and making decisions 
about which schools to attend, 
what courses to take and where 
to give their money.

BDS
from page 8



HALPERN, Estelle 
(Engelman), 97 – late of 
Peabody, formerly of Albany, 
N.Y. Died on December 
16, 2018. Wife of the late 
Joseph Halpern. Mother 
of Diane Rubtchinsky (Ira), 
Judith Halpern, and the late 
Susan Pfeffer. Grandmother 
of Jodi (Douglas) Smith of 
Marblehead, Stacy (Allen) 
Kamer of Ra’anana, Israel, 
Jeffrey (Julie) Rubtchinsky 
of San Diego, Calif., Zachary 
(Ali) Halpern of Marblehead, 
Alex Halpern Levy of New 
York, N.Y., and Charise Pfeffer 
of Rhinebeck, N.Y. Great-
grandmother of Sophia and 
Daniel, Eliana, Maya, Nadav, 
and Yoav, Hannah, and Jared 
and Sadie. Sister of the late 
Mary Harris, Nathan Engelman, 
and Jack Engelman. Daughter 
of the late Sophie and 
Joseph Engelman. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

MILENDORF, Michael, 50 – 
late of Watertown. Died on 
December 10, 2018. Husband 
of Irina Globa. Father of Maria, 
Jacob, and Matthew. Brother 
of Max Milendorf. Son of the 
late Vladimir and Valentina 
(Godin) Milendorf. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

PADULSKY, Norman, 91 – 
late of Swampscott, Deerfield 
Beach, Fla., and Woodstock, 
Ga. Died on December 14, 
2018. Husband of the late 
Gloria (Spack) Padulsky. 
Father of  Steven Padulsky 
and his wife Nancy, Laurie 
(Padulsky) Smith and her 
husband Howard, and Philip 
Padulsky and his wife Stacey. 
Grandfather of Joshua, Jared, 
and Nicole Smith, Lance 
Padulsky and his fiancée 
Mia Marcello, and Joseph 
and Brianna Lovejoy. Great-
grandfather of Hannah, Ethan, 
and Liliana Smith. Brother 
of Morton, Harvey, and the 
late Fred Padulsky. Uncle 
of many nieces and neph-
ews. Son of the late Eva and 
Henry Padulsky. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

ROTH, Harold Saul – late of 
Roslindale, formerly of Malden. 
Died on December 13, 2018. 
Husband of the late Cynthia 
L. (Malin) Roth. Father of Seth 
Roth and his wife Susan of 
Sharon, Adam Roth and his 
wife Alison of Swampscott, 
and Kim Barat and her 
husband Phil of Peabody. 
Grandfather of Julia, Anessa, 
Melanie, Brandon, and Evan. 
(Torf)

SWARTZ, Allen I., 94 – late of 
Hingham, formerly of Malden, 
Revere, and North Falmouth. 
Died on December 12, 2018. 
Husband of Emma (Mariasis) 
Swartz. Father of Mitchell 
Swartz and his wife Gayle, Ann 
Levin and her husband Larry, 
and Susan Woods and her 
husband Barry. Grandfather 
of Michael and his wife Kate, 
Gregory and his wife Priya, 
Jared, Marshall, Joshua, and 
David. Great-grandfather of 
Norah, Sadie, and Benjamin. 
Brother of the late Sally 
Rosenberg, Molinda Aronson, 
and Gerald and Jack Swartz. 
(Goldman)

YOUNG, Robert Henry, 67 
– late of Raymond, N.H., for-
merly of Marblehead. Died on 
December 11, 2018. Husband 
of Diane (Gilman) Young. 
Father of Adam Young and 
Jeremy Young and his wife 
Rachel. Brother of the late 
Marlene Young. Son of the late 
George and Shirley (Osman) 
Young. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)
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Rona Ramon, the wife of 
the late Israeli astronaut Ilan 
Ramon, who perished in the 
Columbia space shuttle explo-
sion in 2003, died on Monday 
at age 54 after a long battle 
with cancer.

Born in Kiryat Ono in 1964, 
she served as a paramedic 
in the Israel Defense Forces’ 
Paratroopers Brigade. She 
married Ilan Ramon at the age 
of 22, six months after they 
met at a birthday party.

She studied physical edu-
cation and worked as a sports 
instructor, and was also an 
activist who advocated for 
education and the advance-
ment of Israeli youth.

Ramon’s husband was also 
part in the bombing of Iraq’s 
Osirak nuclear reactor in 1981.

Their son, Capt. Asaf 
Ramon, an IAF pilot, lost his 
life in a training accident nine years ago.

Jewish leaders in Israel and abroad expressed 
their condolences.

“My wife Sara and I express deep sorrow over 
the passing of Rona Ramon,” said Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. “Rona stood 
bravely after the deaths of her husband Ilan and 
her son Asaf, our beloved pilots. May their memo-
ries be for a blessing.”

“She battled cancer with the same bravery, but 
to our sorrow, succumbed today. We will always 
remember her and her splendid family,” contin-
ued Netanyahu. “May her memory be for a bless-
ing.”

“Rona Ramon has gone from us as she lived 
among us – noble, clear and full of belief. Ilan 
and Asaf touched the skies, and Rona touched 
our hearts,” said Israeli President Reuven Rivlin 
and his wife, Nechama. “We will never forget how 
you built from out of the ruins, how you endowed 

meaning in infinite pain, how 
your creativity filled the nev-
er-ending void.

“We will continue to bask 
in your light, the light you gave 
‘for those who do, despite the 
pain and from those who cre-
ate, from the darkness,’ and 
will look up to the skies to 
search for you, three bright 
stars,” they added.

Chairman Arthur Stark and 
Malcolm Hoenlein, Executive 
Vice Chairman and CEO of 
the Conference of Presidents 
of Major American Jewish 
Organizations said, “We 
express our deepest sympa-
thy to the Ramon family on 
the passing of Rona Ramon. 
… [She] faced devastating 
tragedies with both fortitude 
and determination. She never 
allowed herself to be con-
sumed with grief, but instead 

worked tirelessly to preserve the legacy of Ilan and 
Asaf by creating the Ramon Foundation, a non-
profit that promotes personal and social excel-
lence through space, flight, science and technol-
ogy.

“We pray that her children and family will 
be comforted among the mourners of Zion and 
Jerusalem. We pray her memory will be a bless-
ing and a source of inspiration. We all remain 
eternally grateful to this family for its sacrifice and 
commitment to the State of Israel,” they said.

“I am heartbroken to learn of the untimely 
passing of Rona Ramon, an incredible woman 
who I had the honor to know and from whom 
I have learned much,” said U.S. Ambassador to 
Israel David Friedman.

“Through all her challenges, she led a life of 
vision, patriotism and strength,” he added. “May 
her memory be blessed.”

– JNS.org

Rona Ramon with a poster of her late husband, Ilan. 

Rona Ramon, wife of late Israeli astronaut, dies

Rona Ramon, with a portrait of her late 
husband, Col. Ilan Ramon.
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С Наступающим Новым Годом Фонд Феникс – детям

В дни школьных зимних каникул

Традиции гуманизма в американском 
обществе глубоки и разнообразны, и это 
со всей наглядностью демонстрирует 
штат Массачусетс. Замечательным 
примером благотворительности и 
волонтерства – сеть больниц по всей 
Америке, Shriners Hospitals, которые 
содержатся за счет пожертвований 
состоятельных людей. В Бостоне при  
Shriners Hospital находится лучший в 
мире Ожоговый Центр, который имеет 
уникальные технологии спасения 
детей. Сюда ежегодно приезжают 
cотни детей со всего мира и из стран 
бывшего Советского Союза, Украины, 
Белоруссии и т.д., и все они получают 
бесплатное лечение в независимости от 
финансового положения семьи.

Fenix Family Fund, Семейный 
Фонд Феникс – Официально 
зарегистрированная Благотворительная 
Организация 501(c)(3), которая 
поддерживает детей и подростков 
с ожоговыми травмами и которые 
находятся на лечении в Бостонском 
Ожоговом Центре Shriners.

До 30 декабря Фонд Феникс проводит 
благотворительную акцию по сбору 
игрушек в пользу ожогового центра. 

Сборные пункты игрушек 
организованы в нескольких бизнесах  
на Северном Берегу, где находятся 
специальные коробки, обозначенные 
Fenix Family Fund , куда можно положить 
новые, не завернутые в бумагу игрушки/
игры. 

Все собранные подарки 
будут переданы в Госпиталь для 
предоперационной палаты. Эти 
игрушки помогут детям преодолеть 
страх и нервозность перед серьезными 
операциями, особенно в предновогодний 
сезон.

Коробки для сбора подарков 
находятся по следующим адресам:

• Advanced Vision Center: 423 Paradise 
Rd.,  Swampscott. 

• New Horizons Medical, PC: 222 
Blossom St., Lynn

• Foods of Europe: 28 State St., Lynn
• Заднее крыльцо частного дома в 

Линне: 116 Western Ave., Lynn

Если у Вас нет времени на покупку 
игрушек, Fenix Family Fund принимает 
денежную помощь (tax free). Дотацию 
можно сделать на сайте фонда: www.
fenix.family.

Эти милые и веселые свинки, символ наступающего года по восточному 
календарю,  созданы руками талантливых студентов Gala Art Studio под 
руководством Галы Соркиной. Невозможно не улыбнуться при виде этих 
симпатичныы фигурок; улыбайтесь – и пусть удача, здоровье и счастье сопутствуют 
Вам в Новом Году. С Новым Годом! 

Набор в студию происходит круглый год, за информацией звоните по тел. 339-
440-5383.

Марафон Израильских танцев
24 декабря,  с 7 до 11 вечера, в помещении синагоги Temple 

Sinai в Марблхеде (1 Community Rd.), рядом с JCCNS, состоится 
марафон Израильского танца. Приглашаются все желающие, 
опыт не обязателен, главное желание танцевать и любовь 
к Израильской музыке. Если Вы не умеете - Вас научат. 
Пожалуйста зарегистрируйтесь по электронной почте: ns.israeli.
folk.dance@gmail.com. Дотация $5. 

В пятницу, 28 декабря, с 
5:30 до 6:30 вечера, Хабад 
Северного Берега приглашает 
молодые семьи с детьми на 
развлекательный шаббат-
ужин. Дети могут прийти 
в пижамах...  На ужин детям 
будет подана халла, куриные 
наггетсы, овощи, фрукты, а 
родители получат – куриный 
суп. Добровольная дотация 
на семью $18. Регистрация на 
сайте: www.nsjewish.com.

Центр Макор сообщает, что 
Ежегодный Артистический 
Фестиваль Хануки был 
перенесен по просьбе его 
основного участника Златы 
Раздолиной. Фестиваль в 
честь 70-летней годовщины 
образования Израиля состоится 
в воскресенье, 23 декабря 
в 5 ч. вечера в помещении 
Центра Макор (384 Harvard 
St., Brookline). В программе – 
знаменитые еврейские песни, 
оригинальные мелодии и др. 
Билеты $20 (пенсионеры и дети 
$15) можно заказать на сайте 
центра www.centermakor.org или 
по тел. 617-232-8820.

До первого января 2019 в 
центре Бостона в районе Faneuil 
Hall Marketplace проходит 
традиционный праздник огней, 
и музыки, Boston Blink! Holiday 
Light & Sound Extravaganza. 
Синхронизация музыки и 
более чем 350 тысяч огоньков, 
зажигающиеся в такт мелодий 
Holiday Pops. Вечернее шоу 
начинается в 4:30 и идет каждые 
30 мин. до 9 вечера в будние 
дни и субботу; до 7 вечера в 
воскресенье. Доп. информация 
на сайте: www.bostonblinks.com.

До первого января на 
бульваре в районе The Greenway 
Carousel также проходит 
Праздничное Шоу Огней, 
которое начинается в 4:45 
вечера и продолжается каждые 
30 мин. до закрытия карусели.

Бостонский Детский Музей, 
Boston Children’s Museum 
(308 Congress St., Boston) 
приглашает детей и родителей 
на различные программы, 
включая теат-ральные и 
музыкальные представления, 
игры и другие развлечения и 

специальные мероприятия. 
Вход $17. Доп. инфо на сайте: 
bostonchildrensmuseum.org.

До 24 февраля 2019 в 
Бостонском Художественном 
Музее, Museum of Fine 
Arts (465 Huntington Ave., 
Boston) открыта выставка 
легендарного фотографа Ансел 
Адамс, получившего всемирную 
известность благодаря своим 
черно-белым пейзажам. 
На выставке представлены 
одни из самых известных и 
классических фотографий 
художника. Доп. инфо на сайте 
музея: mfa.org.

Ледяные Замки в Нью 
Хемпшире. 27 декабря (в 
зависимости от погоды) в Нью 
Хемпшире открывается парк 
Ледяных замков. Ледяные 
туннели, ходы, стены и 
проходы, освещенные сотнями 
разноцветных огоней  – ждут 
любителей зимы. Парк открыт 
до 1 марта в Линкольне 
(Linkoln, NH) Билеты от $10.95 
и вышенеобходимо заказывать 
на сайте: icecastles.com/lincoln.

приглашаю в свой современный офис в Финансовом Центре Бостона
АTLANTIC AVENUE DENTAL GROUP, 
удобно расположенный вблизи от South Station и станции метро Aquarium. 

183 Essex St., Boston • 857-239-8368

Поздравляю всех своих 
друзей и пациентов 

с наступающим 
Новым Годом

и желаю здоровья 
и счастья!

Дантист Наташа Векслер  

In this week’s issue of the 
Journal’s Russian Chronicle, we 
wish our readers and advertis-
ers a happy and healthy New 
Year. We also include a collage 
of porcelain figurines created 

by students of the Gala Art 
Studio in Lynn.

We feature the Fenix Family 
Fund, a nonprofit organization 
collecting new toys to be donat-
ed to young burn victims being 

treated at Shriners Hospital in 
Boston.

We also include a list of 
local winter fun happenings for 
young kids.

English Summary



Karaoke on
Fridays and

Saturdays from
8:30 pm to
12:30 am!

ORDER ONLINE AT: 
www.fantasyislandsalem.com

516 Loring Avenue, Salem
Tel: (978) 745-1700 

Fax: (978) 740-9121
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At Epstein Hillel School in Marblehead, 
every day is spent teaching – and living – the 
school’s core tenets of potential, identity, curi-
osity, intellect, compassion and community. 

On the day before Thanks giving, the entire 
school, students and teachers alike, rolled up 
their collective sleeves for the annual Day of 
Service. The half-day program provided an 
opportunity for students to live the values of 
compassion and community. 

While the kindergarteners collected socks 
and books and created centerpieces for the 
Thanksgiving meal at My Brother’s Table, the 
first and second graders delivered home-
made dog toys and treats to Northeast Animal 
Shelter. Third graders sent painted stars for 
the Stars of Hope program, and fourth grad-
ers cooked lasagnas and pies for children 
living at Plummer House in Salem. Middle 
school students completed an extensive yard 
clean-up for an elderly neighborhood resident 
who otherwise could not afford to have her 
yard cleaned for the upcoming winter season. 
After an hour, 32 bags of leaves lined her front 
sidewalk. 

Throughout the day, the children demon-
strated just how deeply committed they are 
to Tikkun Olam within their own community.

Hillel holds ‘Day of Service’

Teacher Tali Marotz, and students Sasha Ganazer of 
Swampscott, and Noa Brochstein, of Marblehead, at 
Hillel’s Day of Service. 

Benjamin Myerow is the son 
of Dean Myerow, formerly of 
Swampscott, and the grandson 
of Dale and Saul Stanten, of 
Swampscott. Myerow, who lives 
in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, co-
founded the charity “Sunshine 
Gameday.” The charity takes 
underprivileged kids to sport-
ing events through the means 
of donations. It was started in 
South Florida last year, and has 
held nearly a dozen events – 
taking hundreds of kids to 
Miami Dolphins, Miami Heat 
and Miami Hurricanes games. 

“Hopefully, a difference can be 
made by brightening these kids’ 
lives even if it is for the day. The 
main goal is to help make every 
single disadvantaged child hap-
pier,” he said. 

Myerow takes hundreds of children  
to sporting events

Benjamin Myerow

Danielle Remis Hackel  
receives leadership award

 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 

Center (BIDMC) presented Danielle 
Remis Hackel with the Daniel J. Jick 
Excellence in Leadership Award at 
its annual meeting of the boards. 
Ms. Remis Hackel was recognized 
for her leadership, generous service 
and dedication to the BIDMC com-
munity. 

“The prize is presented annually 
to an outstanding BIDMC Board 
Member or community leader who 
is considered to be a paragon of our 
values and vision,” said Kevin Tabb, 
MD, Chief Executive Officer at BIDMC. “Danielle is an extraordi-
nary example of that – we are grateful for her energy, sincerity and 
passion.”

Ms. Remis Hackel has been a part of the BIDMC community 
since 2006. A former chair of BIDMC’s Board of Overseers, she cur-
rently serves as a member of the BIDMC Board of Directors and is 
also a co-chair of the BIDMC campaign.

Presenting Ms. Remis Hackel with this award, Peter J. Healy, 
president of BIDMC, said, “Thank you, Danielle, for your dedica-
tion to the Medical Center and your commitment to ensure BIDMC 
continues to be a place where patients and physicians have the 
opportunity to be the best they can be.”

ADL was proud to honor 
Shira Furman, Debbie 
Grossman and Mike Harris with 
the 2018 Krupp Leadership 
Award on December 1st at 
ADL’s annual Young Leadership 
Celebration.

Over 300 attended the event 
at City Winery in Boston, includ-
ing Robert Trestan, ADL New 
England Regional Director; Deb 
Shalom, ADL New England 
Regional Board Chair; Esta 
Epstein, National Board Chair 

and her husband Robert Epstein.
The Krupp Leadership 

Award is given to community 
members who embody the 
ideals for which ADL stands, 
and have a passion to share its 
programs with fellow commu-
nity members. Award recipi-
ents display their commitment 
to ADL by undertaking posi-
tions of leadership and help-
ing to spread the mission of 
ADL to their communities and 
fellow citizens.

Mike Harris, Debbie Grossman, and Shira Furman 

ADL Honors Shira Furman,  
Debbie Grossman and Mike Harris

Residents of Harriett and 
Ralph Kaplan Estates joined 
with students from Temple Beth 
Shalom to celebrate Hanukkah. 
The collaboration, part of the 
ongoing “Better Together” inter-
generational program between 
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare and 
Temple Beth Shalom, brings 
together seniors and students 
on a monthly basis. 2018 marks 
the third year of this joint inter-
generational initiative.

Aptly titled “Better Together,” 
the program involves middle 
school students visiting the 
assisted living residence each 
month of the school year. The 
goal is to foster interaction and 
exchange information between 
the senior residents and the 
students.  “We are thrilled to  
be involved with  the ‘Better 
Together’ program for the third 
year in a row,” said Ellen Gordon, 
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare Director 
of Resident Life.  “These inter-
generational activities enable 
the residents and students to 

celebrate the holidays together 
as well as engage in lively con-
versations that span a variety 
of topics. This is such a won-
derful way to share  knowledge 
between the generations.” 

Rabbi Allison Peisner of 
Temple Beth Shalom initiated 
the grant program three years 
ago. Harriet Wallen, a teacher at 

Temple Beth Shalom, along with 
her students, plan the month-
ly activities. The program has 
been extremely popular with 
both seniors and the students 
alike. In addition to celebrating 
the Jewish holidays, the group 
discuss topics such as books, 
veteran recollections, and his-
torical and current events. 

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare and Temple Beth Shalom celebrate 
Hanukkah as part of “Better Together” intergenerational program

The Jewish Journal will print your 
simchas at no charge. Photos 
are welcome if space permits. 

Submissions are subject to  
editing for style and length. 

Send your news to 
the Associate Editor at 

wittner@jewishjournal.org.



20 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – DECEMBER 20, 2018 

TODAY’S MENSCHION: MELISSA CAPLAN

Honorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
exceptional contributions close to home and around the world

Could you tell us about your 
upbringing, your family and 
where you grew up? 

I grew up in Little Silver, N.J., a small 
town with a population of fewer than 
6,000 people. I have one younger broth-
er who now also lives in Swampscott. I 
was one of only three Jewish kids in my 
entire grade from K-12. My parents were 
involved in our synagogue when I was 
young – and my mother still is. My mom 
was active in Hadassah.

When did you first become inter-
ested in Judaism, and how did it 
influence you during your early 
years?

I attended Hebrew school through 
the 12th grade. My grandparents gave 
me the gift of a lifetime membership to 
Hadassah when I turned 10. I was bat-
mitzvahed and also attended Zionist 
Hadassah camps – Camp Sprout Lake 
and Camp Tel Yehudah. In high school, 
I went to Israel on Hadracha, a sum-
mer program with Young Judaea. As a 
teen, I was very passionate about Young 
Judaea and started a small chapter in my 
synagogue. I attended N.J. regional con-
ventions throughout the school years, 
and camp every summer. When I was 
in fourth grade, I had a favorite Hebrew 
school teacher who was studying to 
become a rabbi. He invited our class [of 
about nine] to spend the weekend with 
him at his apartment and Shabbat at 
the seminary. To this day, this remains a 
fond memory, and I am lucky enough to 
be in touch with him through Facebook. 
He is a grandfather now, but still has the 
Kermit the Frog puppet we gave him  
and the letter I wrote to him in fifth 
grade.

Your husband, Andy, an attorney, 
is a native of Swampscott. How 
did you meet?

Andy and I met in 1996 at an Anti-
Defamation League event in Boston. 
We got married in 1999 in New Jersey, 
where I grew up and my folks still live. 
The next year we moved to Swampscott 
–where Andy grew up and his parents 
still reside. 

I was so lucky to grow up in central 
Jersey in a beautiful small town along 
the Jersey Shore. I knew I needed to live 
by the beach and raise my own children 
by the seashore – luckily so did Andy.

 
You work as a teacher. Can you 
tell us where you’ve worked, and 
what you teach now?               

I went to Ohio University where I got 
a bachelor’s degree in special education 
in what was then called multiple handi-
caps. I moved to Boston in 1992 and 
graduated from Wheelock College with 
a master of education degree in early 
intervention. After graduation, I worked 
in the Mission Hill Projects – a job I 
adored – with infants and toddlers and 
their families at risk who were actively 
involved with the Department of Social 
Services. After working there for a few 
years, I took the director of early child-
hood position at the Leventhal-Sidman 
JCC [in Newton]. I met Andy while I was 
working at the LSJCC, living in Brighton, 
and active in young adult Jewish groups. 

When I had children, we joined 
Congregation Shirat Hayam. I became 
an active volunteer in young family 
programming. I took a job in their pre-
school, and then added working in their 
Hebrew school. I taught there six days 
a week for seven years before returning 

to special education. I recently worked 
for 4½ years at the Clarke School in 
Swampscott teaching a substantially 
separate special education classroom, 
until this fall when I returned to 
Marblehead to work in special ed at the 
Glover School.

You lead the inclusion program at 
the JCC camp. How important is 
it to the community and children 
to have this kind of camp pro-
gram?

Six years ago, Marcy Yellin 
approached me about starting an inclu-
sive summer program at the JCCNS. 
Marcy and Marty Schneer, the JCC’s 
executive director, were instrumental in 
starting a fully inclusive day camp. I am 
passionate about inclusion, and whole-
heartedly believe it benefits everyone. 
When I took the job, the goal was to 
begin the first summer with six campers 
with mild needs. This quickly changed, 
as I found it difficult not to welcome 
everyone – and word of our program 
spread. This past summer, we had about 
60 campers and staff, all with a diagno-
sis that warranted significant support. 
We employed almost 30 staff to help us 
meet the unique needs of campers cop-
ing with a variety of abilities and dis-
abilities. Parents of children with special 
needs have limited recreational oppor-
tunities for their children – especially 
difficult is finding programs close to 
home, or one that allows their children 
to go to the same camp as their siblings 
and school friends. I think the dramatic 
and continual growth in the number 
of camp participants exemplifies the 
importance of this camp model.

In addition to camp, I have run a 
number of inclusive programs dur-

ing the school year at the JCCNS. They 
include swim parties, drumming circles, 
art groups, and lacrosse and basketball, 
to name a few. I was also helpful in 
building a relationship between the JCC 
and Special Olympics, helping to start 
a Special Olympics swim team and a 
young athlete program for children with 
a diagnosis and their peers. I currently 
consult to the J by supporting their 
programs in accepting and meeting stu-
dent needs in their preschool and after-
school programs.

What do you love about teaching?
I always see the potential in a young 

child. I love teaching children about 
acceptance and friendship and human-
ity. I love watching children forge 
friendships despite their differences. I 
am honored to be able to support fami-
lies as they go about the difficult task of 
raising children with unique needs and 
challenges. I love finding a way for a 
child to do something they could not do 
without modifications and accommo-
dations. Whether that is using adaptive 
technology to speak, or needing a 1:1 
staff person to assist a child in the pool. 
Two years ago, I was recognized by par-
ents in Marblehead as an Unsung Hero 
in the field. 

What motivates you to make  
a difference in other people’s 
lives?

I am most proud that I have raised 
two pretty remarkable young women. 
They are kind, empowered, generous, 
accepting, and noble – and all I really 
want is to teach/influence other little 
humans in the same way I did with my 
own children. My goal, in all that I do, 
is to provide meaningful opportunities 
for children and their families to come 
together despite their differences and 
to respect those differences in race, 
religion, ability, and neurodiversity. My 
motivation in everything I do [in my 
teaching, volunteer work, and work at 
the JCC] is to shape how young children 
perceive the inherent worth of them-
selves, and every human being around 
them, so they will grow into noble, kind, 
and generous human beings.

How do you hope your (inclusion) 
camp will evolve?

I am proud to be affiliated with the 
JCC and to be a founder of a truly inclu-
sive program. As for evolving, I look for-
ward to the day we don’t have to name 
a program inclusive – rather just call it 
Summer on the Hill or JAdventure. It 
should simply be understood that all are 
welcome. I suppose that is when we will 
have achieved true inclusion.

Louisa, Andy, Lila and Melissa Caplan

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

For years, Melissa Caplan has 
served as a role model to 
children in and out of the 

classroom. A special education 
teacher in the Marblehead 
schools, Melissa previously taught 
in Swampscott schools and at 
Congregation Shirat Hayam. 
During the summer, she leads 
the inclusion camp program at 
the Jewish Community Center of 
the North Shore. Melissa lives in 
Swampscott with her husband, 
Andrew, an attorney, and her 
daughters, Lila and Louisa. 
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Dental Implant Restorations • Prosthodontic Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges • Inlays & Onlays • Smile Makeovers 

Veneers • Teeth Whitening • Dentures

Marblehead’s Premier Prosthodontist

Sensitive care and  
superb aesthetic results are  

the hallmark of our world class 
prosthodontic practice.

InnovatIve RestoRatIve & aesthetIc DentIstRy

JeffRey R. DoRnbush, D.D.s. 210 Humphrey Street, Suite 103 • Marblehead   781-639-0700 • drdornbush.com • office@drdornbush.com
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