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Late Sunday night, after he 
had been named Most Valuable 
Player of the Super Bowl, Julian 
Edelman stood front and cen-

ter on 
national TV. 
E d e l m a n , 
who is 32 

and the most vocal Jewish player 
in the National Football League, 
had overcome long odds as a 
late round draft pick to become 
one of the fastest, elite players in 
the NFL.

Covered in confetti and 
smudged eye black, and still 
clad in shoulder pads, Edelman 
seemed unaware of the folk 
hero status that he attained. He 
looked more like a guy who had 
spent the day working in a mine-
shaft, or a country preacher 
passing along reassuring words 
to his flock. Edelman, whose 
voice is soft, and tinged in a 
cadence that reflects a dialect 
that could be heard in the South 
or the Midwest, delivered a mes-
sage that emphasized a Hasidic 
precept: never give up. 

“It is about being resilient,” 

Edelman explained. “Just keep 
on working,”

While Edelman’s selection as 
the first Jewish player to attain 
MVP status in a Super Bowl is 
historically significant, his deep 
embrace of Judaism and advoca-
cy for his religion and for Israel is 
equally as impressive. Raised by 
a Jewish father and non-Jewish 
mother, Edelman identifies as a 
Jew. At a time when Jewish iden-
tification is at an all-time low in 
America – nearly one-third of 
millennial Jews say they have 
no religion at all, and 72 percent 
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Why are two housing developments 
and a graduate school for social work 
important sites for many North Shore 
Jews? It’s because whenever they pass, 
they are reminded of the thriving syna-
gogues that once stood there not so long 
ago. 

For the past few decades, as synagogue 
membership continues to fall, more and 
more have either closed or merged with 
others. 

“We’re in a recession, and synagogues 
are finding they have to work much, 
much harder just to stay in place,” said 
Jonathan Sarna, professor of American 
Jewish History at Brandeis University in 
Waltham. 

In the decades following World War 
II, Sarna pointed out, Jews left inner-city 
communities like Malden, Chelsea, and 
Everett for the suburbs, and the many 
synagogues that once existed there grad-
ually disappeared as their congregants 
moved away. Now, as many younger Jews 
are moving back to the city, suburban 
synagogues also are beginning to strug-
gle. 

Additionally, Sarna noted that as 
more congregants drive to synagogue 
on Saturdays, there has become less of a 
need for several synagogues clustered in 
close proximity. Finally, American Jews 
are less observant than they used to be. A 
study by the Pew Research Center found 
that just 19 percent said they attend 
weekly services. 

All of these factors have played out 

north of Boston. When a synagogue’s 
membership has decreased to a point 
that is unsustainable, it can either close 
altogether, or merge with a nearby syna-
gogue. In a city like Revere, where a once 
formidable Jewish population has for the 
most part disappeared, the synagogue 
simply closed. Congregation Tifereth 
Israel was sold in 2015, and demolished 
in 2017 to make way for veterans’ hous-
ing. The congregation was founded in 
1912, and enjoyed a heyday after the 
massive fire in Chelsea in 1908 brought 
many Jews to Revere. 

“I remember when I was a kid going 
to shul with my father and grandfather 
and uncles, and the place was packed 
– that was in the early ’50s,” said Ira 
Novoselsky, the former president of the 
temple. However, membership began 

declining steadily from the ’70s onward 
as Jews left Revere, and the temple was 
left without a rabbi or regular services. 
The board finally decided to sell the 
property in 2014, and Novoselsky spent 
the next year tracking down congregants 
and their families to give them photos, 
Yahrzeit plaques, and other memora-
bilia.

“It was sad, but there was a sense 
that I knew we were saving as much as 
possible for people to remember,” said 
Novoselsky.

Some of the original congregation 
remains. According to Novoselsky, about 
100 former members still gather at the 
Chelsea Soldiers’ Home Jewish chapel for 
High Holiday services, which are led by 
Novoselsky’s son, Seth. 

Stories of survival on the North Shore:  
Synagogues close, merge, and consolidate
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“It is about being resilient,”Edelman said after the Super Bowl win.

Edelman’s victory
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Inside the sanctuary of Temple Israel just before it was razed in 2014. Prior to its 
destruction, the former temple had been sold to the town of Swampscott.

Ira Novoselsky stands in the former Congregation Tifereth Israel in Revere,  
which was demolished in 2017 to make way for veterans housing.
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CAMBRIDGE – Outside it 
was dark and cold, but inside 
Mamaleh’s, a trendy update to 
the classic Jewish deli, it was 
warm and heimish – and packed 
to the gills with Jewish millenni-
als schmoozing over craft beer 
and pastrami on rye. 

They came from places like 
Somerville, Cambridge, Allston, 
and Jamaica Plain. Some wore 
yarmulkes, some had nose rings, 
and some had both. Everyone 
had stories to tell, which is why 
they were there.

Eser, Hebrew College’s young 
adult learning community, spon-
sored a Moth-style storytelling 
event on Jan. 29 called “The 
Nosh,” which invited Jewish mil-
lennials to stand up in front of 
a microphone and tell a five-
minute story based off a delib-
erately vague prompt: “What is 
your Jewish journey?” 

“The central burning ques-
tion is this: What does being 
Jewish mean, anyway?” asked 
Sara Gardner, the associate 
director for young adult pro-
grams at Hebrew College. “The 
reality I found is through talking 
to so many of you, especially 

those of you in your 20s and 30s 
… is that being Jewish means a 
lot of different things to a lot of 
different people, all at once. So 
that is exactly to what this event 
is dedicated: to listening, shar-
ing, and holding space for the 
wild, wonderful variety of stories 
that make up our Greater Boston 
Jewish community.”

With that, the lights dimmed, 
and the storytelling began.

Some stories responded 
more directly to Gardner’s origi-
nal question of what exactly it 
means to “be Jewish.” Felix Baier 
of Cambridge, who’s study-
ing for his doctorate in biology 

at Harvard, considers himself 
“Jew-ish” rather than Jewish. 
Baier, who grew up in Germany, 
found out through a DNA test 
that he had 8 percent Ashkenazi 
heritage, even though he did not 
know of any Jewish relatives. 

Intrigued, he spent the next 
four years trying to track down 
his Jewish family, and finally 
found that his great-great grand-
mother on his father’s side had 
a child out of wedlock with an 
Ashkenazi man. The search 
instilled in him a love of Judaism, 
and he began conversion classes. 
However, he decided that he did 
not need a formal conversion to 
consider himself Jewish. 

“I didn’t immediately convert 
because I wasn’t certain if I was 
ready, or if I even truly needed 
a conversion – wasn’t I Jewish 
enough?” he asked. “As you can 
see, I have so many questions – 
so I must be a little Jewish after 
all.”

Jennifer Leavey, a linguist 
from Boston, was raised Jewish 
in an interfaith family. Several 
members of her mother’s Jewish 
family refused to speak to her 
mother when she married a 
Catholic man. As a result, Leavey 
tried to prove to her relatives that 
she was the “ideal Jew.” 

“If my great-aunts didn’t think 
I was Jewish enough, I would 
show them,” said Leavey. “They 

would find out I fasted for Yom 
Kippur and kept Passover when 
most of my Jewish friends didn’t 
bother to.” Leavey has now come 
to realize that Judaism is not a 
competition, and that she is fully 
Jewish regardless of what her 
family thinks.

Other stories spoke more to 
the question of a “Jewish jour-
ney.” Beni Summers, a syna-
gogue educator at Temple 
Emunah in Lexington who lives 
in Somerville, described a partic-
ular moment on an airplane that 
changed the course of his life 
when he was drifting away from 
Judaism. A Hasidic man walked 
the aisles of a flight asking if 
people would like to put on tefil-
lin. Summers tried to discreetly 
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Courtesy Hebrew College
Beni Summers tells a story about 
his return to Judaism.

Millennial Jews gather for Eser’s the Nosh, sponsored by Hebrew 
College and Combined Jewish Philanthropies. 
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At Mamaleh’s in Cambridge, millennial Jews nosh and schmooze
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Millennials The
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Harriett and Ralph Kaplan Estates.

Here’s to 
Living Well!

Enjoy social and recreational
activities to keep you active,

healthy and happy

WHAT WAS YOUR JEWISH 
BACKGROUND GROWING 
UP?

I went to Temple Emanu-El in Marblehead, 
I had a bat mitzvah, I went to Hebrew school, I 
went to Camp Menorah, I went to Israel often, 
and I did the Y2I trip. I went to the University 
of Michigan and studied abroad at Tel Aviv 
University, I went on Birthright, then I staffed 
two Birthright trips. I think I’ve been back to 
Israel every year since. I just remember always 
feeling proud to be Jewish, that it was something 
special. It’s just an integral part of who I am and 
my identity, but I also have felt really inspired by 
how philanthropic Jews are – not just with Israel 
and our communities, but really in issues across 
the world. I feel incredibly grateful to be part of 
this Jewish network. So many people who sup-
port Sundara support it simply because it’s being 
run by a Jewish woman who’s living life accord-
ing to values she believes in and Tikkun Olam 
[repair the world].

COULD YOU TALK ABOUT 
SUNDARA AND HOW IT 
GOT STARTED?

I moved to New York and was working at a 
real estate company, and it was a typical 9-to-5 
job, and I saw my friends around also hating 
their 9-to-5 jobs, and hating their lives, and liv-
ing for the weekend. But I always thought to 
myself: There has to be more than this. I don’t 
want to go through life like a zombie. If this is 
the majority of my time spent, why am I spend-
ing it doing something I hate? What my mind 
kept going back to was when I went to Thailand 
after graduation and spent a year there and I was 
working with children who were on the border of 
Thailand and Myanmar, and some of these chil-
dren had never seen soap before. They were 13 
years old, and you’d give them a bar of soap, and 
their first instinct is to eat it. You’d think to your-
self, ‘How have you lived your entire life without 
something I’ve taken for granted every single day 
of mine?’ I never even thought about soap until I 
was 23. You have all these awareness campaigns 

– which I’m so grateful for – about water, and 
vaccinations, and HIV, and homelessness, but 
no one was talking about soap at that time. With 
this issue of a community not having access to 
soap and not knowing about hygiene and sani-
tation and therefore suffering early childhood 
deaths … then coming back to the U.S. and have 
no one know about it, and no one talk about it. I 
really thought it was up to me. I decided kind of 
on a whim to apply to a LinkedIn for Good pitch 
competition where they were looking for a social 
enterprise idea. 

WHAT WAS THE IDEA?
I had this idea of what if we could recycle 

hotel soap, because I read that five million bars 
of soap wind up in landfills every single day in 
the U.S. alone. At the same time in India, 70 mil-
lion people live their lives without it, and don’t 
even know what it is. I piloted this idea of chem-
ically reprocessing bar soap into new soap, and 
then distributing it to hospitals and community 
centers and schools, and training local women 
to be hygiene ambassadors. From there, I won 
this check of $10,000 and thought, ‘I’m rich!’ 
and I moved to India and thought ‘I’ll stay here 
until the money runs out.’ I tried various ways 
of recycling the soap … and then we started to 
work with large hotel chains, and we became a 
fee for service model, so hotels now pay us to 
collect their trash, and we’ve trained the house-
keeping staff to leave out the liquid and bar soap 
on the side; we take that and we put it through 
a process in one of our workshop recycling 
facilities – it becomes new soap. We hire women 
who are widows, victims of domestic violence, 
single mothers, to reprocess the soap. Now we 
have operations in Uganda and Myanmar, and 
this year, we’re starting something in Haiti and 
Jordan. We work with a community that reaches 
around 100,000 people every month, and we 
process about half a million bars of soap each 
year.

Zaikis was featured as one of the Forbes 30 
under 30 for 2019 in the category of social entre-
preneurs. For more information on Sundara, visit 
sundarafund.org. 

‒ Michael Wittner

Erin Zaikis, 29
HEBREW NAME: Chana Elia

HOMETOWN: Marblehead

CURRENTLY LIVING IN: New York City

ALMA MATERS: Marblehead High School ’07,  
University of Michigan ’10 

JOB: Founder, Sundara

FAVORITE FOOD: Nam kang sai (Thai shaved ice)

FAVORITE MUSIC: Rap and Afrobeat 

FAVORITE BOOKS: “The Power of One,” by Bryce 
Courtenay

FAVORITE MOVIES: “Slumdog Millionaire” was the 
movie that changed my life because I decided to move to 
India after that, but I also really love the movie “City of God” 
and I love another movie called “Timbuktu”

FAVORITE TV SHOWS: “Fauda,” “Curb Your 
Enthusiasm”

FAVORITE TRAVEL DESTINATIONS: 
Ethiopia; I want to go to Ghana and Senegal

FAVORITE JEWISH PERSON NOT IN 
YOUR FAMILY: Larry David

FAVORITE JEWISH HOLIDAY: Passover
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By Bette Keva
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

LOWELL – To sell or not to 
sell?

The question had been on 
people’s minds for a while, 
and the decision to ultimate-
ly sell the Temple Emanuel of 
the Merrimack Valley build-
ing on Forest Street in Lowell 
in November proved to be a 
wrenching choice for the con-
gregation. The spiritual home 
had been a comforting place for 
60 years, and the sale was years 
in the making.

The story had played out at 
other local synagogues that have 
closed or merged in recent years. 
Bar and bat mitzvahs, weddings, 
baby namings, Jewish learn-
ing – experiences that included 
everything from carefree youth 
to maturity and old age – had 
seeped within its walls and the 
memory banks of its members. 
But the same concrete walls also 
were seeping moisture, and the 
roof was deteriorating. The tem-
ple’s overseers decided that it 
was time to move.

After selling the 5,700-square-
foot building at 101 West Forest 
St. to the Assembly of God US 
Missions, the temple moved into 
the second floor of the Gateway 
office building on Warren Street 
in Lowell, just 2½ miles away.

While it now shares the build-
ing with neighbors such as the 

Social Security office and the 
Middlesex District Attorney, the 
relocation signals a new begin-
ning for the congregation’s 55 
families. Temple Emanuel now 
has the advantages of being 
handicapped accessible and 
located in the heart of down-
town Lowell. It also is closer to 
the temple’s many social action 
activities. 

“Three times a year we help 
serve over 200 lunches for 
the Lowell Transitional Living 
Center serving homeless chil-
dren, we run a winter cloth-
ing drive, and we collect food 
and toiletries for the Greater 
Merrimack Valley Food Bank. 
Being in downtown Lowell 
feels right for us,” said temple 
President Robin Frisch. 

Jill Barry, Temple Emanuel’s 
religious school teacher, said she 
and her husband, Michael – who 
is not Jewish – have five chil-
dren ages 14 to 19 who they’re 
raising Jewish and have always 
felt comfortable at the temple. 
The new space further enhances 
their connection, she said. 

“I grew up in a modern 
Orthodox synagogue. I was 
looking for something different. 
What I love about TEMV is its 
diversity. 

“TEMV has always felt 
accepting. Wherever I am in my 
Judaism, we always felt we fit 
in.”

Now, rather than teaching 
classes in a windowless base-
ment in the old location, the 
new space brings in sunlight 

and is comfortable for Barry’s 11 
students. Rabbi Robin Sparr, the 
school principal, also teaches 
Hebrew school classes.

Longtime congregant 
Marylin Gallant, a past presi-
dent, said membership started 
to decline after Rabbi Everett 
Gendler retired in 1995 after 24 
years. Under Gendler’s leader-
ship, the Forest Street temple 
installed the world’s first solar-
powered Eternal Light in 1978. 
Gendler also played a key role 
involving Jewish leaders in the 
Civil Rights movement of the 
1960s.

Gallant said that by 2003, 
membership started to notice-
ably decrease.

She thinks membership is 
cyclical, with families leaving 
after their children become bar 
and bat mitzvah.

“Four or five years ago, it 
started to turn around,” she 
said. “Even this year, knowing 
we were moving but didn’t know 
where, new families with kids 
joined.” Sparr served as the tem-
ple’s cantorial soloist for several 
years before her ordination as a 
rabbi in 2014. She brings ener-
gy, warmth, and music into the 
temple, said Frisch. 

From about 1950 – before the 
Forest Street temple was com-
pleted in 1959 – members met 
in homes. The synagogue is now 
looking forward to ushering in 
its 70th anniversary with events 
occurring throughout the year, 
culminating in January 2020.

Frisch said on Feb. 8 and 
10, there will be celebrations, a 
grand opening, a performance 
by a bell choir, and a rededica-
tion of the new space. There is 
a new ark, but the same Torahs, 
including one from the town of 
Sobeslav in the Czech Republic 
that belonged to a congrega-
tion that was wiped out in the 
Holocaust, are part of the new 
temple.

Trustee and publicity chair 
Dana Rudolph said a hallmark 
of Temple Emanuel is its appeal 
to people of all socioeconom-
ic levels and its openness to 
interfaith families. “We are very 
inclusive. We accept ‘pledges.’ 
People pledge what they can 
pay at the beginning of the year. 
It’s confidential. We have funds 
where the rabbi can help peo-
ple in need. We pull together in 
many ways when people need 
help.”

Photo by Spencer M. Rothman
Members celebrate Hanukkah at Temple Emanuel of the Merrimack Valley in Lowell. 

Temple Emanuel finds a new home  
in downtown Lowell

Robin Frisch, president of Temple Emanuel of the Merrimack Valley, 
and Rabbi Robin S. Sparr.
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By Michael Wittner
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DANVERS – Last November, 
Lindsay Rescott was just leaving 
one of the venues she was con-
sidering for her upcoming wed-
ding. Rescott looked down at 
her phone and saw that she had 
received several calls from an 
unfamiliar number. She finally 
decided to answer, and on the 
other end was the coach of the 
United States volleyball team 
that would compete at the 2019 
Pan American Maccabi Games 
in Mexico City. 

Rescott had made the cut.
A Beverly resident who 

coaches girls’ volleyball at 
Danvers High School and men’s 
volleyball at Endicott College, 
Rescott has been playing since 
she was in middle school. In her 
sophomore year of high school 
in Northport, N.Y., on Long 
Island, she competed in the 
national JCC Maccabi games in 
Stamford, Conn. She continued 
playing volleyball throughout 
high school and during college, 
at Nassau Community College 
and Westfield State.

Now, Rescott will again com-
pete in a version of the Maccabi 
games – informally known as the 
“Jewish Olympics” – for the first 
time in over a decade. Rescott is 
excited to once again participate 
in a competition that helps fos-

ter Jewish community. 
“I think it’s an awesome non-

profit in that they’re celebrat-
ing Jewish athletes and bring-
ing them together and show-
ing them almost how Birthright 
[Rescott took one of the free 
trips to Israel for young Jewish 
adults] works, and how Shabbat 
works,” she said. “Not only is it 
just doing sports – it’s doing a 
ton of activities involving the 
Jewish community.” 

Rescott recalled that dur-
ing her down time at the Junior 
Maccabi Games, she participat-
ed in Shabbat services and saw 
athletes taking Hebrew lessons 
and sampling Israeli food.

Before the Pan-American 
Games in July, Rescott needs to 
prepare both her body and her 
wallet. She trains four to five 
times a week at her gym. “I’m 
going to be playing in the front 
row, so they want to make sure 
I’m jumping and in shape and 
ready to go,” she said.

She also needs to raise $2,977 
more for airfare, hotels, meals, 
and competition fees. Through 
the “Support an Athlete” link on 
maccabiusa.com, one can enter 
Rescott’s name and donate. 
People who donate $100 will be 
entered into a raffle competition 
to win either $5,000 or a trip to 
Israel or Hawaii, in addition to 
other prizes.  

Danvers High coach to 
compete at Maccabi Games

Lindsay Rescott will play volleyball for Team USA in July at the Pan 
American Maccabi Games in Mexico City.
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Given the atrocities of the Holocaust, 
one might conclude that it would be 
mandatory for educators to teach 

children about that period when Nazis planned 
a “Final Solution” to murder world Jewry. 

But not every society believes that young 
people can learn from the Holocaust, and 
many seem indifferent to the subject. On Jan. 
27, International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, Dutch soccer fans broke into a chant of 
“Jews burn best” while observing a game in 
Rotterdam. Also, earlier last month, Australian 
consumers discovered that a board game based 
on the atrocities of World War II was being sold 
by major retailers – leaving Holocaust survivors 
horrified. 

Across Europe and America, the Holocaust 
is slowly being forgotten. In Germany, a 2017 
poll reported that almost 40 percent of German 
high school students could not explain what 
happened in Auschwitz. And a 2018 CNN 
poll revealed that only about 43 percent of 
all Germans think that “commemorating the 
Holocaust helps to combat anti-Semitism 
today.”

In the United Kingdom, a recent survey 
found that five percent of adults do not 

believe the Holocaust took place, and one in 
12 believes its scale has been exaggerated. In 
Canada, a poll reported that half of its residents 
were unable to name a Nazi concentration 
camp such as Auschwitz, and most don’t realize 
that 6 million Jews died in the Holocaust. 
Among millennials, almost a quarter are not 
sure they have heard of the Holocaust.

And, a 2018 Claims Conference survey 
reported that 70 percent of Americans say 
fewer people seem to care about the Holocaust 
than they used to. The study also found that 
nearly one-third of all Americans believe that  
2 million or fewer Jews were killed in the 
Holocaust – far less than the actual figure 
of 6 million. In addition, almost half of all 
Americans could not name a single death camp 
(out of the thousands of camps and ghettos  
in Europe). 

With extremism gaining acceptance in 
European parliaments, and anti-Semitism 
being “normalized” in world capitals, people 
need to be reminded that man is capable of 
world genocide. In America, and abroad, we 
need to teach our children – and adults – about 
a period of recent history that we must prevent 
from happening again.

Teach your children

My boss became my friend. 
How many people can say that? 
(“Honorable Menschions: Judi 
Simmons,” Jewish Journal, Jan. 
24)

I worked (or some would say 
“played”) at Camp Menorah 
for over 30 years. In all that 
time, Judi Simmons earned my 
respect and love. She never told 
me what to do, but always asked 
if I could take on a task. Who 
wouldn’t do everything for the 
benefit of the camp?

Not only did I enjoy my sum-
mers at Camp Menorah but at 
various times my five grandchil-
dren attended as campers.  Two 
of them went on to be coun-
selors. As a final note, my only 
experience as a camper was 
the summer I went to Camp 
Menorah back when it was 
located in Chelsea. 

Thank you for giving Judi her 
well-deserved accolades. 

Barry Poretsky
Peabody   

Judi Simmons: a friend, boss and  
terrific camp leader I thoroughly enjoyed Steven 

Rosenberg’s essay on his recent 
trip to Israel (“Jerusalem Stone,” 
Jewish Journal, Jan. 24). I espe-
cially liked his “bravery” to have 
lunch in Mea She’arim – life in 
the 14th century!

His article reminded me of 
a very similar experience last 
February. On a cool rainy after-
noon, the sun suddenly came 
out as I approached the Kotel. 
A serious health problem only 
a few weeks before this visit 

to Israel caused an emotional 
reaction at the Wall. It resulted 
in a flood of tears, and heartfelt 
thanks to a higher authority for 
being there at all.

An elderly, ultra-Ortho-
dox rabbi put his hand on my 
shoulder and together we said 
Kaddish and the Shema. He 
asked me if I felt better – amaz-
ingly, I did! Never got his name 
or chance to stuff few shekels in 
his caftan. An angel?

Who knows.

Now that I’ve been to Israel 
multiple times, coming back 
to Boston feels like visiting a 
vacation home or going back 
to school. No matter where I 
am in Israel – Hadera, Petah 
Tivka, Tel Aviv, Ramat Gan and 
Jerusalem – it feels like what 
“home” should really be. 

So, dear, editor, welcome to 
your “home away from home.” 
Your real home is Israel!

Steven Swartz
North Reading 

Rosenberg connects with his essay on Jerusalem 

By Lawrence Rifkin

JERUSALEM – In May 2015, 
when he last formed a govern-
ment, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu became 
acting Foreign Minister and 
acting Defense Minister. This 
was, we were told, because he 
wanted to lure other parties and 
widen his paper-thin coalition 
of just 61 of the Knesset’s 120 
seats.

A week later, the defense 
portfolio went to Avigdor 
Liberman after his Yisrael 
Beteynu party joined up, add-
ing six more seats and a bit of 
stability. (Interestingly, it would 
be Yisrael Beteynu’s departure 
this past November due to dif-
ferences over defense policies 
that shaved the coalition back 
to 61, precipitating the early 
elections coming in April.) But 
no one else joined, and to this 
day, Netanyahu remains acting 
foreign minister.

Diplomacy has taken up a lot 
of his time these past 45 months, 
and much of Netanyahu’s dip-
lomatic activity has been aimed 
at initiating and then strength-
ening international ties. This 

is of great help at the United 
Nations, where support for the 
Jewish State may have grown 
over the decades, but not to the 
level where anyone might be 
remotely satisfied, and within 
the European Union, where 
numerous countries are often 
highly critical of Israel, and one, 
Ireland, can be said to be down-
right hostile.

As diplomacy is just as 
much about scratch-my-back-
and-I’ll-scratch yours as it is 
altruism, Netanyahu has often 
had to look for friendships 
with countries whose leaders 
have friendship problems of 
their own. One case in point is 
Hungary.

Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orbán has angered the 
leaders of other member states 
in the EU with behavior that 
might be described as contrar-
ian, whether it’s policy over 
open borders and migrants or a 
crackdown on democratic insti-
tutions and the solidification 
of ties with far-right groups. 
Regarding the last example, he 
has never hidden his admira-
tion for Miklós Horthy.

Curious courtships
Israelis desperately want the world to accept 
them yet sometimes question the moral price

continued on page 7
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Horthy was a devout anti-
Communist who allowed 
Hungary, under his steward-
ship, to align itself with Hitler’s 
Germany. An admitted antisem-
ite and initiator of anti-Sem-
ite legislation, he nevertheless 
is credited with having dug in 
against Hitler’s demand to hand 
over the country’s Jews. Yet in 
1944, having lost his appetite 
for war, he transferred power 
to Ferenc Szálasi, head of the 
virulently anti-Semitic Arrow 
Cross party, who was more than 
happy to help out with the Final 
Solution.

Orbán has also used 
Hungarian-born, U.S.-based 
liberal financier George Soros, 
a Jew, as a universal punching 
bag to promote an unabash-
edly authoritarian platform, 
and his anti-Soros campaigns 
have taken on a decidedly anti-
Semitic tinge. An article that 
appeared recently in BuzzFeed 
explains that these campaigns 
grew out of a relationship with 
the shadowy American political 
operative and late Ipswich resi-
dent Arthur Finkelstein and his 
protégé George Birnbaum, both 
avid fans of finding a boogey-
man and then highlighting him 
(or her) with vicious attack ads. 

Netanyahu has on occa-
sion used Soros as a punching 
bag of his own – though minus 
the anti-Semitic overtones. It’s 
interesting to note that starting 

way back, he used Finkelstein 
to lead his historically negative 
campaigning, and the BuzzFeed 
article says it was he who recom-
mended Finkelstein to Orbán.

Israel’s prime minister/for-
eign minister has pursued cozy 
relationships with other con-
troversial leaders in the neigh-
borhood, including those who, 
like Orbán, seem to promote 
Holocaust revisionism to steril-
ize wartime anti-Semitism.

There’s Polish Prime Minister 
Mateusz Morawiecki, who goes 
out of his way to play down 
complicity in the Holocaust 
by individual Poles. There’s 
Ukrainian President Petro 

Porochenko, whose parliament 
recently declared a national hol-
iday to mark the birth date of a 
notorious wartime anti-Semite. 
And there’s Lithuanian Prime 
Minister Saulius Skvernelis, 
whose country continues to fete 
anti-Communists who just so 
happened to hate Jews and even 
turned them over to the Nazis.

Netanyahu has his critics 
when it comes to the warmth he 
seems to hold for these leaders. 
One is Nazi hunter Efraim Zuroff, 
who heads the Israeli office of 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center 
and recently was quoted by the 
Associated Press as saying: “It’s 
unforgivable. Netanyahu is giv-

ing them a green light. It’s like 
praising the Ku Klux Klan for 
improving racial relations in the 
South.”

Outside Europe, Netanyahu 
has gone to great lengths to 
court other controversial lead-
ers. One is President Rodrigo 
Duterte of the Philippines, a 
potty-mouthed pol who once 
said he’d like to be like Hitler 
and exterminate the country’s 
drug users and pushers. Another 
is Brazil’s newly-
elected President 
Jair Bolsonaro, a 
devout fan of the 
country’s former 
military dictator-
ship who dispar-
ages women and 
gays with gusto. 
And let’s not for-
get Donald Trump, 
who perhaps sin-
glehandedly has 
turned U.S. sup-
port for Israel into 
a deeply partisan 
issue. (It’s hard to 
say who admires 
the other more 
– Netanyahu or 
Trump – or has 
borrowed from the other more 
tactics and terminology.)

It’s clear why an Israeli leader 
would go out of his way to court 
almost anyone who is willing to 
be friendly to the Jewish state. 
It’s often less clear why others 

want to be friendly, although 
historians have consistently 
written that people believe Jews 
– and, by extension, Israel – can 
open doors in important places.

Among EU-member states, 
experts say that populist leaders 
seek out Israel as an antidote to 
liberal policies toward migrants, 
most of them Muslims. In the 
U.S., observers say that Trump 
and the Republican Party are 
leaning harder toward Israel as 

the Democrats 
appear to be 
leaning away.

In Israel itself, 
people are torn 
between the 
need for love 
and acceptance, 
and feelings of 
guilt and shame 
over getting into 
bed with some 
of those will-
ing to provide 
it. For the time 
being, though, 
polls show that if 
Netanyahu is los-
ing popularity, 
it’s due to allega-
tions of corrup-

tion and not his record as acting 
foreign minister.

Lawrence Rifkin is the 
Journal’s bureau chief in 
Jerusalem. 

Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte met with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu last year in Jerusalem. 

Israel’s prime  
minister/foreign 

minister has pursued 
cozy relationships 

with other 
controversial leaders 
in the neighborhood, 
including those who, 
like Orbán, seem to 
promote Holocaust 

revisionism to  
sterilize wartime  
anti-Semitism.

Curious courtships
from page 6

By Elisabeth Greenbaum 
Kasson

Growing up as a tail-
end baby boomer in 
the North Shore of 

the 1970s, was an exercise 
in contradictions. Despite 
its sizable Jewish popula-
tion, life in our lovely seaside 
communities was offset by 
the barely perceptible stench 
of anti-Semitism, made no 
less bitter by its close prox-
imity to privilege.

We Jews couldn’t purchase homes on 
Marblehead Neck, or become members 
of the yacht clubs that ringed the edges 
of the bay. There were golf clubs, beach 
clubs and a hunt club we couldn’t join. 
There was also a yearly dance, held at a 
historic hall in Salem, that invited many 
local teenagers, just not the Jewish ones. 

In the well-regarded public schools, 
more than a few Jewish children had 
casual epitaphs tossed their way, and 
others were bullied, yet we barely react-
ed. It was part and parcel to our exis-
tence. 

If the bigotry seemed acceptable, it 
was because we couldn’t do much about 
it, and our responses, if any, were nearly 
always muted. 

For many of us, there wasn’t a scintilla 
of interest in any of the exclusive spaces 
we were barred from. The polite hatred 
seemed to reside in a universe separate 
from ours, which made it difficult to 
parse any feelings of being less than. 

As I got older, I contended with guilt 
about my complex feelings regarding 
the private clubs, and occasional insults. 
So many others suffered daily indigni-
ties. What right did I have to complain? 
I couldn’t begin to consider the effect 
anti-Semitism was having on my psyche, 
and internalized my experiences so 
completely, I devalued them out of exis-
tence. It left me bereft of the emotional 
resources I needed to confront hatred 
when it was aimed at me.

Not being readily identifiable as 
Jewish, put me in rooms where I heard 

my share of comments about 
Jews. Outing myself evinced 
gas lighting from the offend-
ing parties. There are only so 
many times I could be told 
they didn’t mean anything 
by it, or that I was too sen-
sitive, before understanding 
the rungs for this behavior 
just went lower.

When I got married, we 
moved to a city 15 minutes 
from downtown Los Angeles. 
There are nearly 120,000 resi-

dents here, yet only two synagogues, and 
until fairly recently, no Chabad. 

We also had a kid, who attended 
Jewish pre-school and K-6 Jewish day 
school. With a non-Jewish father, and a 
secular mother, our choice of schools 
had less to do with faith, than educa-
tional philosophy – which became criti-
cal as she grew older. It was clear she was 
being inculcated with Jewish values and 
an identity, that was much different than 
mine.

In 7th grade, the kid left the Jewish 
school with less than 100 students, for 
a public school with 1,500. Kids like my 
child often were the first Jewish person 
their classmates met. She was also the 
recipient of many ignorant, albeit not 
necessarily malicious, comments. I sug-
gested ignoring those kids, she coun-
tered by informing those kids. 

When a group of Armenian boys told 
her that Jews were weird, and there had 
never been any of them in Armenia, my 
kid provided them with proof that Jews 
had a long history in that country. The 
information was met with great interest, 
not derision. It was a teachable moment 
for me.

In high school, she was one of nearly 
3,000 students. This school had a new 
challenge, a junior football player, who 
was stuck in her freshman Algebra class. 

He liked to cheat, going so far as to 
push my kid’s arm to get a better look 
at her work. My kid requested a seat 
change. But when the teacher moved her 
seat, the boy followed. 

When finally caught cheating, he 

blamed my kid. Shortly afterwards, when 
he discovered she was Jewish, his behav-
ior went from irritating, to disturbing. 
With three months left in the school year, 
she opted to ignore the taunts. He esca-
lated, and became threatening. 

The kid requested another seat 
change. The teacher reported both of 
them to the school’s discipline office, 
where they were each told to write a ver-
sion of the events. 

Up until this point, I knew none of 
this.

My kid reluctantly told me about 
writing the report, because she feared 
the school would call me first. At that 
moment, my anti-Semitism acceptance 
level changed forever.

I never got a call from the school, so 
the next morning, I went to the disci-
pline office and read the report. It was 
breathtaking in its cruelty. “Dirty Jew,” 
was the most benign insult. Some of the 
harassment included his blowing on the 
back of my teen’s neck, and whispering 
that he was “gassing a Jew.” Burning and 
hanging were motifs. Later, she would 
tell me there was a lot she left out of the 
report.

I asked for a copy of the report, and 
was told I couldn’t have one. Numb with 
rage, I walked out.

I don’t like sharing personal informa-
tion on Facebook, but I shared a bit of 
the story. The response was swift and 
supportive. The parent of a popular 
upper classman got in touch. She said 
she hoped they dealt with our incident, 
as rapidly as they had with the incidents 
directed at her son. I lingered over the 
word, “incidents.”

The next afternoon I went back to 
the school. I had no plan, other than to 
sit in front of the vice principal’s office 
until she would see me. When I arrived, 
my kid was there. She had been called to 
the office to go over the report. The vice 
principal was surprised to see me.

She told us the boy denied harassing 
anyone. She would need to question 
other students to confirm the story. She 
asked my kid for names. I spoke up. If 
this boy were as big a problem as indi-

cated, who would snitch? These were 
teenagers, and none were friends with 
my kid outside the classroom.

She changed the subject, and men-
tioned it would be hard to move my 
kid to another class so late in the year. I 
found this galling, and said so. If anyone 
was going to be moved, it had to be him. 
She called the Algebra teacher. When 
he joined us, she pulled up both of the 
kids’ school records. Something about 
the boy’s record gave her pause.

The teacher said he couldn’t hear the 
content of the chatter, but the boy was an 
ongoing problem. Repeated seat chang-
es had been for naught. Being sent to the 
hallway or the office had no effect on his 
behavior. He said my kid was honest, and 
a pleasure to have in class. The reason 
he had sent both students to file reports, 
was because a resolution was more likely 
to be found outside his classroom.

At the end of the meeting, I requested 
a copy of the report, and was refused 
again. 

The next day, the boy was escorted out 
of class. Two days later, he was back, in 
another seat.

I sent an email to the vice principal 
and cc’d the principal. I recounted the 
details of the meeting, and requested a 
copy of the report. I wrote that moving 
seats was not a resolution, and without 
an appropriate response, I’d consider 
other options. 

She assured me they were conducting 
a thorough investigation, and attached 
the report. I couldn’t see the point of 
investigating the obvious. I emailed the 
superintendent of the school district, 
and cc’d everyone else. 

Two days later, the boy was removed 
from class. 

The effect that incident had on me 
was profound. While I could easily call it 
what it was, Jew hatred, I finally had clar-
ity that all anti-Semitism, genteel and 
otherwise, carried weight. There is no 
brooking its acceptability.

Elisabeth Greenbaum Kasson grew 
up in Swampscott and writes from Los 
Angeles. 

My child was called a ‘dirty Jew’ in the classroom 



of all non-Orthodox intermar-
ry – Edelman stands out as an 
anomaly. 

Talk to any football player 
– high school, college or pro 
–  and they’ll tell you about the 
brotherhood that exists on the 
practice field and on game day. 
Edelman is known to be close 
with Tom Brady and Robert Kraft, 
and is also not shy about the 
unity that ties him to Judaism. 
This sets him apart from many 
American Jewish celebrities who 
have distanced themselves from 
their religion, and Israel. In fact, 
he’s more vocal than most Jews 
who are paid to advocate for the 
future of Israel and Judaism. In 
recent years, he took a trip to 
Israel with fellow Boston millen-
nials and filmed a travelogue that 
brought him to the Dead Sea, Tel 
Aviv and the Kotel in Jerusalem. 

On his Twitter feed, one can 
read Edelman’s birthday greet-
ings in Hebrew to the Patriots 
owner, Robert Kraft. There’s a 
photo of Edelman and Governor 
Charlie Baker lighting a giant 
menorah in Boston. Earlier 
last month, Edelman posted a 
video of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu congrat-
ulating Kraft on winning the 
Genesis Prize. And, shortly after 
the Pittsburgh temple massa-
cre where 11 Jews were killed, 
he posted the names of those 
who perished – “In remem-
brance” – along with the cleats 
that he planned to wear for that 
day’s game against the Steelers. 
The cleats had the name of the 
Tree of Life Pittsburgh temple 
in Hebrew, Eitz Chaim, and 
a Jewish star with the words 
#strongerthanhate.   

At a time when anti-Israel 
sentiment has found favor 
among extremist politi-
cal groups in America and 
Europe, and with anti-Semitism 
spreading on every continent, 
Edelman’s public embrace of 
Judaism is heartening. 

It’s also a microcosm of the 
evolving American Jewish expe-
rience. 

For 2,000 years, Judaism was 
as much about family as reli-

gion. Common ethics, drawn 
from Torah teachings, helped 
form a people. Somehow, the 
people found a way to survive 
in nearly every century. And by 
the time Jews started to come to 
America, they were greeted with 
civil liberties that they never 
could have attained in Europe. 

With these freedoms in 
America, Jews have also had a 
choice to engage in whatever 
spiritual life they wished. And 
these days, Edelman is a reflec-
tion of the modern American 
Jew: he’s exploring it on his own 
terms.  

Professional sports serve as a 
great intersection in this coun-
try, where – like other profound 
mediums, such as music, art 
and film – participants are not 
just judged by the color of their 
skin or their religious beliefs. 

And so, it matters little to 
most Americans that Edelman 
is both a Super Bowl MVP and 
a Jew. But for many American 
Jews, Edelman’s ascent is the 
story of an American Dream 
they can relate to. It’s a story of 
hard work, of remaining posi-
tive while keeping a dream alive. 
It’s a story of overcoming long 
odds to achieve. It’s a story of 
finding community and faith. 
And it’s a story of embracing 
relationships.

That’s a story we can cele-
brate. 

Steven A. Rosenberg is the edi-
tor and publisher of the Journal. 
Email him at rosenberg@jewish-
journal.org.
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By Myrna Fearer

Why is it that chil-
dren seem to 
enjoy Valentine’s 

Day far more than adults? 
They don’t have angst over 
the wording or the price of 
cards or the fact that it now 
costs 55 cents to mail one. 
After another frustrating 
trip to my fifth card shop 
and leaving empty-hand-
ed, I began to have flash-
backs to those Valentine’s 
Days when it was the most fun. 

In my mind I was back on Blue Hill 
Avenue in Mattapan and heading into 
Yanoff’s, a store like Kresge’s, Wool-
worths, or any other five-and-dime store 
that stocked a multitude of things. 

As soon as my mother and I entered 
the store, it was as exciting to me as going 
into the toy department at Jordan Marsh 
before Hanukkah. You knew this was the 
right place because all the adults had 
at least one child with 
them. 

There in front of us 
were huge square dis-
play areas covered with 
colorful valentines and 
wooden borders to catch 
any that might try to 
fall on the floor where, 
in their excitement, kids 
were apt to drop them. 
Each of these displays 
had a different price; 
some were a penny, oth-
ers were two or three for 
five cents, and there were various prices 
in between. Subjects were very innocent. 
Most cards featured rosy, apple-cheeked 
children, adorable puppies and kittens, 
and maybe even a little bear with a bow.

Were they corny? Of course they were, 
but so sweet. How can you not smile at 
the squirrel with his stash saying, “I’m 
nuts about you.” You might even laugh 
out loud at the sight of a tall pickle and 

a short olive saying, “Don’t 
be an old picklepuss” fol-
lowed by “Olive my heart 
is yours.” There might have 
been an old style typewrit-
er with a sheet of paper 
saying “You’re just my 
type.”

Valentines were fun 
for all of us kids and to 
keep it that way, teachers 
reminded the class that we 
were expected to bring one 
for every student. They all 
went into a big decorated 

fake mailbox where everyone “mailed” 
their cards. Children took turns as the 
postman passing out the cards they 
removed from the box. Most of us went 
home with a stash of cards. Don’t think 
we didn’t count them to make sure we 
got one from each student. Woe to the 
one who short-changed any of us. That 
person was ostracized for a while. Of 
course, Valentine’s Day was only cele-
brated in public schools and not Hebrew 

school. Our fun celebra-
tion would come with 
Purim, not that far away.

What an innocent 
time that was. It actu-
ally was a pleasure shop-
ping for cards back then. 
Finding ones I like today 
is not easy and often 
not fun. Some of them 
are mushy, some sweet, 
some funny, and many 
are just plain hurtful. I 
know there are cynical 
people, but expressing 

a negative emotion is not really what 
Valentine’s Day is all about.

I sometimes feel I should write my 
own verses. Instead, I look at the front 
of card after card trying to find one for 
my son and daughter-in-law. I open very 
few and often I’m sorry I opened those. 
Finding the right one is not easy; I visit 
many different card shops hoping to 
find the special one. Unfortunately, since 

Hallmark seems to have a monopoly on 
cards, the same ones keep popping up. 
I can understand why some of my non-
Jewish friends apologized this year at 
Hanukkah when they said they couldn’t 
find a card they liked.

After coming home frustrated, I take 
out my basket, the one that has the last 
Valentine’s Day card my late son Brian 
gave me. I’ve kept that since Valentine’s 
Day, 1982. It’s the one that ends with, “I 
don’t often talk about it but I hope you 
know how proud I am to be your son.” 

Then there are the last ones my hus-
band sent me in 1991. There were always 
cute cards, like Snoopy saying, “To some-
one special, wonderful, outstanding, ter-
rific, super and fantastic, not to men-

tion cool,” or a bunny saying, “Happy 
Valentine’s Day from one of your top 
admirers. And now that I think about it, I 
admire the rest of you, too.”

But I save the best for last, the one that 
brings tears to my eyes every time I read 
it. It’s the one that says, “With all my love 
on Valentine’s Day,” on the outside and “I 
enjoy waking in the morning feeling you 
near. I hold you in my heart throughout 
the day, happy knowing we are one. I love 
the time we spend together and I love 
you. Happy Valentine’s Day. 

“I love you always and forever. Nate.”

Myrna Fearer writes from Danvers. 
Email her at msfearer@gmail.com.

Remembering Valentine’s Day in the age of innocence

Valentines were fun  
for all of us kids and to 

keep it that way, teachers 
reminded the class that 
we were expected to 
bring one for every 

student. 

Valentine’s Dinner
Prix Fixe Menu / Choose 1 from each course

$120 per couple without wine / $160 per couple with wine pairing 
Plus tax and gratuity

94 Lafayette St. 
Salem, MA

978-594-8960
stellaswinebar.com

1st Course
Oysters Gratinee 

Crab Galettes
Shrimp Cocktail

2nd Course
Lobster Bisque

Roasted Beet & Aged Chevre Carpaccio
House Greens

3rd Course
Pan Seared Sea Scallops

Porcini Rubbed Eagle Ridge Center Cut Filet
Striped Lobster Ravioli

4th Course
Chocolate Mousse

Cheese Cake with Blueberry Coulis
Warm Chocolate-chip Cookie with Iced Cream

Feel love. Share love.
This Valentine’s Day, give the gift of delicious.

*Cannot be combined with any other offer. Restrictions may apply. See store for details. Edible®, Edible Arrangements®, and 
the Fruit Basket Logo are registered Trademarks of Edible IP, LLC.  © 2019 Edible IP, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

City 0000 Address Line 000-000-0000
City 0000 Address Line 000-000-0000
City 0000 Address Line 000-000-0000

Save $XX
on your purchase 

of $XX+* 
code: XXXX0000 

 expires: XX/XX/XX

45 Enon Street, Beverly
978-927-3120
919 Lynnfield Street, Lynn
781-593-1888
7A Bourbon Street, Peabody
978-536-7010

$10 OFF*
When you spend $49 or more

Code: jejo0215
Expires: 02/15/2019



b   b   b

Camp JORI
Camp JORI, located on 75 pristine acres in Wakefield, Rhode 

Island, is a co-ed Jewish overnight camp for children in grades 
K-10. Our comprehensive program of sports, arts, adventure and 
special activities is enhanced by our Jewish and Israeli culture and 
our strong sense of “TACEO”- Taking Care of Each Other. Whether 
your child is a full season camper or is trying camp for the first 
time, we offer a wide variety of session options. Our Jump Into 
JORI weekend program is perfect for those who want to get a taste 
of overnight camp. Summer days here are action-packed and an 
incredible value!  

Camp JORI is located at 1065 Wordens Pond Road, Wakefield, 
R.I. Call 401-783-7000, visit www.campjori.com, or email 
sharon@campjori.com.

b   b   b

Camp Young Judaea
Camp Young Judaea serves children ages 8-15 (completing 

grades 2-9). Located on 168 scenic wooded acres on the 
shores of Lake Baboosic, our waterfront features power boats, 
canoes, kayaks, sailboats, paddle boards, and row boats. 
Natural beauty abounds with hiking trails, plenty of green space 
and places to play and relax. 

Camp facilities include eight tennis courts, a beautiful pool, 
several playing fields, basketball and volleyball courts, archery, 
broadcasting/video studios, outdoor adventure course, a 
large modern dining room, sturdy wooden cabins, and several 
other spacious indoor facilities, including a gym/theater, arts 
and crafts studio, and rec hall. Shabbat services are held in a 
beautiful grove, sheltered by towering pine trees. Music, dance, 
drama, and Judaica are integral parts of our program.

Camp Young Judaea is located on Lake Baboosic in 
southern New Hampshire. Call 781-237-9410, visit www. 
campyoungjudaea.com, or email info@cyj.org.

b   b   b

Cedarland Summer Day Camp
Cedarland Summer Day 

Camp offers two exciting 
camps: Full Day for campers 
ages 4-12 and Junior Outing 
for campers ages 12-14. Each 
camp is designed to address 
the needs and interests 
of the various stages of a 
child’s life. The common 
philosophy across our camps 
is to improve a child’s fitness 
and confidence through 
participation in a variety 
of fun activities in a non-
competitive environment. 
Cedarland’s camp facilities 
include an Olympic-size pool, 
playground, basketball and 
volleyball courts, covered 
lunch area, and locker rooms, 
as well as use of aMAZEment 
Action Playcenter and 
Cedarland Mini-Golf, Batting 
and Ropes Courses.

Cedarland is located at 888 
Boston Road, Haverhill, MA. 
Call 978-521-7700 or visit 
www.cedarland.net.

b   b   b

Camp Gan Israel
Camp Gan Israel is like dozens of specialty 

camps rolled into one. You name it, we 
have it! Our camp is for boys and girls ages 
preschool through grade 7. With biweekly 
trips, swimming, and specialties, it is fun 
all day long. Gan Israel prides itself on its 
exceptional staff. The relationships that our 
campers form with their counselors provide 
the foundation for the Camp Gan Israel 
experience for which we are known.

The counselors come from out of town 
and dedicate their summer to giving each 
individual camper a great time. Bunk sizes are 
kept small and well staffed. Camp Gan Israel is 
part of the largest and fastest growing network 

of day camps, enjoying a reputation as a 
pioneer in Jewish camping. Gan Israel enjoys 
a well-earned reputation as a trendsetter with 
innovative ideas, creative programs and new 
activities. Many children have been known to 
wait all year to come back to Gan Israel! Come 
check us out this Sunday during Camp Day, 
February 10th, 1-3 p.m. There will be a moon 
bounce, face painting and balloon sculpting!

Register before February 28th and receive 
$100 off tuition. Refer a friend whom has not 
attended Gan Israel and receive $75 off tuition. 
Email us for a referral code.

For more information, contact Rabbi Sruli 
and Chaya Baron, Call 617-819-5617, visit 
www.nsjewishcamp.com, or email rabbisruli@
nsjewish.com.

for
GIRLS!

CampTevya.org
Brookline, NH

CampPembroke.org
Pembroke, MA

2-week sessions
available!

CampTelNoar.org
Hampstead, NH

2-week sessions
available!

A Summer of Fun... A lifetime of Memories !
MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00 AM - 3:30 PM

Before and aftercare available

S
EMU M R

OF THE NORTH SHORE

JULY 1ST-AUGUST 9TH

Warm And Caring Staff

Licensed Child-Care

Sports

Art, Science & Baking

(617) 819-5617          www.nsjewishcamp.com          rabbisruli@nsjewish.com

Exciting Trips

Swimming

Entertainers

Specialty Clubs

Camp Gan Israel

s”xc

2019

MINI GAN IZZY:  
Ages 2-4

JUNIORS:  
Entering Grades K-2

SABRAS:  
Entering Grades 3-5

 PIONEERS:  
Entering Grades 6-7

NEW! JUNIOR COUNSELORS: 
Girls Entering Grades 8-9

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY FEB 10TH 
1:00-3:00PMCamp Location:  151 Ocean st, LynnMoon bounce, face painting  & balloon sculpting

CHABAD OF THE  
NORTH SHORE 
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Clark School 
Open House on Saturday, 

Feb. 9, 9-11:00 a.m. 
Clark School, based in 

Rowley, Massachusetts, 
offers a stimulating learning 
environment for students’ 
kindergarten through high 
school. Clark delivers a strong 
academic curriculum, which 
emphasizes each student’s 
strengths and combines 
skill-based and peer-based 
learning. Small class sizes 
allow for personal attention 
to every child, and students 
are encouraged to excel at 
their own pace in each subject 
area. Clark is an educational 
think-tank where students 
are challenged to develop 
their full academic and social 
potential. 

At Clark, we get to know 
our students as learners and 
as people. We instill a love 
of learning and challenge 
them individually every day.  
We teach character and core 
values intentionally, because 
we know students need more 
than the common core to 
be successful in life. We go 
beyond the typical curriculum 
offering courses such as our 
innovative FutureLab, which 
exposes students to the latest 

maker tools as well as cutting 
edge technology. Courses in 
art and dramatic arts are also 
a large part of our day-to-day 
curriculum as well.  We also 
offer Project Based Learning 
in our lower school, learner-
led, week-long intensive 
projects that allow students 
to decide what they want to 
study and how. 

Clark School offers rolling 
admissions so you can apply 
at any time! Visit clarkschool.
com to view our upcoming 
admissions events or call us 
at 978-777-4699 ext.112 to 
schedule a personal tour. 

Clark School is located at  
14 Forest Ridge Drive, Rowley. 

b   b   b

Epstein Hillel 
School

Epstein Hillel School is the 
Jewish independent school 

north of Boston educating 
children in grades K-8. EHS 
offers an innovative and 
challenging dual-language 
educational experience 
grounded in Judaism. Epstein 
Hillel graduates are known for 
their academic achievement, 
strong Jewish identity, 

confidence, intellect, and 
sound moral compass.

Epstein Hillel School is 
located at Six Community 
Road, Marblehead. Visit  
www.epsteinhillel.org or  
call 781-639-2880.

b   b   b

JCCNS camps
When the sun is shining 

and school is out, 
Summer at the J Camp is the 
place to be! KinderCamp (ages 

2 years, 9 months- entering 
Kindergarten) is THE most 
fun place to be for little ones. 
Our fabulous KinderCamp 
Director, Heather Greenberg, 
and her staff of experienced 
and devoted counselors/
specialists provide a fun and 

At EHS, students harness the power of technology to achieve 
academic excellence.

Come curious, leave inspired. 
To learn more about our commitment to a STEM-infused curriculum,  
visit our website at https://epsteinhillel.org

Marblehead, MA | 781.639.2880 | www.epsteinhillel.org

 EHS: WHERE STEM   
brings curriculum to life

PROMETHEUS TUTORS
KNOWLEDGE • SKILLS • REASONING

ENROLLING NOW!

10 Liberty Street, Danvers, MA 01923
(978) 922-5540

info@prometheustutors.com

full 30-hour prep classes in one week

summer

2019
boot
camps

S.A.T.
a.c.t.

“alpha”
“baker”

“charlie”

july 15 - july 19
july 29 - august 2
august 12 - august 16

Custom boot camps also available for groups of 4 or more.

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT (by June 1st):
SUPER EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT (by May 1st):

SAVE $100
SAVE $200

Call now to reserve your student’s spot!Camp JORI is a co-ed, Jewish, 
overnight camp, in nearby Rhode Island, 
that provides summer experiences for 
children in grades K-10. Our comprehensive program of sports, arts, 
adventure and special activities is enhanced by our Jewish and 
Israeli culture and our strong sense of  “TACEO”- Taking Care of Each 
Other. Summer days here are action-packed and an incredible value!

• Daily Swim Lessons • Mini-Golf 
• Arts ‘n Crafts • Water Safety 

• AMAZEment Action Playcenter 
• SkyWalk Ropes Course

• Tennis Fun & Games 
• Climbing Wall •  And Much More!

Camp Starts 
June 24th!

Fit ’n Fun 
Summer Day Camps 

888 BOSTON RD., HAVERHILL, MA 01835 • EXIT #48 OFF OF RTE. 495

978-521-7700 • cedarland.net
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE ONLINE

Register by 

March 31st 

and get 

5% off!

Full Day 
(Ages 4 - 12)

Junior Outing 
(Ages 12 - 14)
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OPEN HOUSE
Saturday 

February 9th 

9:00am-11:00am

978-777-4699 | clarkschool.com | Rowley, MA 

at the at the  j j

Summer at the J Camps  

is the place to be this summer!

AMAZING CAMPS FOR TODDLERS TO TEENS!

REGISTER AT JCCNS.ORG

Join us for a Summer 
filled with 

Pay in full by March 17th for the 10% EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT.

and !Sunshine  and Fun!
Pay in full by April 22nd for the 

5% EARLY BIRD 
DISCOUNT.

75 West Shore Drive, Marblehead     towerschool.org/summer

CAMP NAME AGE
WEEK 1
7/1-7/5*

WEEK 2 
7/8-7/12

WEEK 3 
7/15-7/19

WEEK 4 
7/22-7/26

WEEK 5 
7/29-8/2

WEEK 6 
8/5-8/9

Explorers, half-day 3-9      

Explorers, full-day 5-9      

Arts 9-14     – –

S.T.E.A.M. 9-14     – –

Adventure, Rails & Trails 9-14  – – – – –

Adventure, Water Week 9-14 –  – – – –

Adventure, Bike Week 9-14 – –  – – –

Adventure, Camping, NH 10-14 – – –  – –

InSPURation, 
Service Learning

12-16 – – – – 

Counselor-In-Training 14-16      
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enriching summer experience where campers 
grow, explore and make new friends. 

Simchah Director, Jessie Stephens and her 
staff are counting the days until Summer! 
Simchah Junior campers (grades 1-4) and 

Simchah Senior campers (grades 5-7) will have 
a blast in a return to the classic, JCCNS camp 
model that we all know and love! Junior and 
Senior campers will enjoy daily rotations of 
Instructional Swim in the JCCNS outdoor pool, 
Arts & Crafts, Sports & Games, Mad Science, 
Nature, and some exciting, new, counselor-led 
group games, including use of our brand new 
Gaga Pit! 

This year’s Simchah Specialty (grades 3-7) offers weeks 
focusing on Tennis, Drama, BrainPower and Cooking.

Camp Simchah includes special events, exciting spirit days, 
weekly field trips and fun in the pool.

Our Leader-in-Training (LIT) program follows the experiential 
learning model by providing instruction and support in goal-
setting, communication, team-building, personal and group 
challenge and growth, while assisting pre-teens and teens in 
their own leadership development. 

Register now at jccns.org for an enriching summer experience 
where together we can grow, learn, explore and make new 
friends. 

Questions or concerns? Contact: KinderCamp Director,  
Heather Greenberg, hgreenberg@jccns.com, or Simchah Director, 
Jessie Stephens, jstephens@jccns com.

b   b   b

Jewish sleepaway camps:  
Pembroke, Tel Noar and Tevya

At Camp Pembroke, Camp Tel Noar, and Camp Tevya – the 
three Cohen Camps – kids and teens ages 7-16 live all the 

magic of a Jewish sleepaway camp summer: bunk bonding; 
water, field, and court sports; arts, dance, and theatre; and LOTS 
of singing and fun. Together, we laugh, cheer, listen, hug, share, 
and flourish. 

Our camps help young people develop skills, confidence, 
friendships, and communities for their whole lives. Parents say 
their children “feel strong,” like they “belong to something,” 
and “come home more confident, having made lifelong friends, 
growing “Jewishly,” and becoming proud of who they are.” 

Like its campers, each Cohen Camp shines with its own 
personality: Camp Pembroke (camppembroke.org) in Pembroke, 
MA is just for girls, while Camp Tel Noar (camptelnoar.org) in 
Hampstead, N.H., is a warm, close-knit co-ed camp, and Camp 
Tevya (camptevya.org) in Brookline, N.H., is a larger, spirited 
co-ed experience. Some ages/bunks have spots for Summer 
2019. Pembroke & Tel Noar offer 2-week sessions for first-timers. 

Planning for Summer 2020? Families can Try Camp for a Day 
this summer (Sunday, July 14 at Pembroke and Tel Noar; Sunday, 
August 4 at Tevya), so future campers can sample activities with a 
buddy while parents take a tour; includes lunch as our guests. We 
welcome conversations and tours all year. The Cohen Camps are 
kosher, family run since 1935, and ACA Accredited.

Not sure which camp is right for your child? Let us help you 
choose! Please contact the Cohen Camps office at 781-489-2070  
or info@cohencamps.org.

b   b   b

Little Harbor Boat House
Summer Paddle Adventure for kids ages 8 and up.

Our 10th season! Standup Paddling and Kayaking program 
teaches skills, confidence, safety & FUN! Stellar reputation. Small 
groups. 1 instructor to 5 paddler ratio. Half or Full Day. Trained 
Counselors lead campers on daily tours from idyllic waters off 
Little Harbor and Islands. Our fleet of  SUPs and Kayaks offer 
variety and flexibility for varied paddler skill levels and water 
conditions. Brown’s Island makes for a perfect land game and 
swimming destination. When weather or safety calls us off-water 
we are ready with safety boats, shelter and a creative program. All 
skill levels are invited: there’s an awesome group and adventure 
every day for everyone! 

Little Harbor Boathouse is located at 40 Doaks Lane, 
Marblehead. For summer program dates and online registration 
visit www.littleharborboathouse.com.

Camps & Schools
from page 11



b   b   b

Prometheus Tutors
Does your student want to significantly improve his or her 

scores on the SAT, ACT, or SSAT? Prometheus Tutors transforms 
students into test-taking warriors! Research shows that “standard” 
test prep yields negligible point gains, but the average point gain 
for Prometheus Tutors’ students is approximately 190 points on the 
SAT scale. How? World-class tutors, decades of test analysis, and 
more. Call or email us before you make a final decision about test 
prep.

Prometheus Tutors is located at 10 Liberty St., Danvers, MA. 
Call 978-922-5540 or visit www.prometheustutors.com.

b   b   b

The Rashi School
As the world becomes increasingly interconnected, success 

depends on collaboration, creativity, critical thinking, and 
problem solving. At The Rashi School, education is forward-
thinking, keeping pace with innovations in research and 
practice on how children learn and emphasizing the skills 
students will need to be successful in the world they are 
inheriting.

The school’s integrated curriculum weaves Jewish Studies – 
including social justice, which is uniquely emphasized at Rashi 
– seamlessly into the secular curriculum. This interdisciplinary 
approach helps students discover connections between one 
subject and another, between themselves and the community, 
and between their community and the world at large.

At Rashi, the Boston area’s Reform Jewish independent 
school, students in kindergarten through grade 8 learn in an 
atmosphere infused with an appreciation for, and love of, 
a life informed by Jewish values. The school shares a 162-
acre wooded campus with Hebrew SeniorLife’s NewBridge 
community, enriching the student experience with 
multigenerational friendships and perspectives. Families from 
Boston, Brookline, Newton, Needham, Natick, Wellesley, and 
Weston make up a large portion of the school’s population.

The Rashi School graduates accomplished and engaged 
students who have a strong sense of self and Jewish identity 
and who understand their obligation to make a difference in 
the world.

To learn more, visit www.rashi.org.

b   b   b

Summer at Tower
Artists, athletes, techies, teachers and camp-loving college 

students form our dynamic team of camp counselors. 
Together, we’ve created six memorable weeks of summer fun, 
unique experiences and opportunities for creating lasting 
friendships. 

Visit us at towerschool.org/summer to view detailed 
descriptions, dates and pricing for an awesome summer for 

Free Programs fo
r

Preschoolers &
 th

eir G
rownups

Offering 2, 3.5 and 7 week sessions  
for campers ages 8-15

Call or email us today to inquire about  
availability 781-237-9410 or info@cyj.org

Ask about our discounts and special incentives 
for first-time campers

Camp Young Judaea
Amherst, New Hampshire

781-237-9410     
www.cyj.org

CYJ has limited spots available for

Looking for the right 
overnight camp?

Summer 2019!

children and teens. When you’re ready to 
register, click the Register Today button to  
get started.

If you have questions, please contact us  
via email at summer@towerschool.org.  
We’ll get right back to you.

Tower School is located at 75 West Shore 
Drive, Marblehead.

CAMPS & SCHOOLS  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – FEBRUARY 7, 2019 13

continued on page 14
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Waring School
Waring School invites you to register for 

WaringWorks Summer Camp, a long-
established summer program run on Waring’s 
Beverly campus. In the morning, campers 



By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

SWAMPSCOTT – To the 
sounds of quiet music, more 
than 40 women lay on yoga 
mats in a softly-lit section of 
the Shirat Hayam social hall. 
With the guidance of local 
yoga instructors Allison Swartz 
and Stephanie Greenfield, the 

women left the crowded social 
hall for a few minutes, and 
traveled to somewhere in their 
minds that brought them peace.

“You visualize going into a 
relaxing setting,” said Swartz, a 
Swampscott resident who teach-
es vinyasa-based yoga courses at 
the JCC. “It was geared towards a 
reminder to create spaciousness 
in our lives.”

Swartz and Greenfield led the 
30-minute yoga and meditation 
session as part of an Evening of 
Wellness, a Feb. 4 event promot-
ing women’s wellness and mind-
fulness hosted by the Women’s 
Philanthropy team of Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies.

“The idea was to inspire 
people to continue on their 
individual wellness journey, a 
month after New Year’s reso-
lutions,” said Judith Forman, 
associate director of Women’s 
Philanthropy at CJP. Forman 
worked with volunteer leaders 
Wendy Polins and Julie Sagan, 
both North Shore Women’s 
Philanthropy vice presidents 
to craft a meaningful win-
ter engagement event, which 
Women’s Philanthropy hosts 
each year. 

The event featured remarks 
by CJP’s Rabbi Jillian Cameron, 

who spoke about how Judaism 
commands us to nourish the 
mind, the body, and the soul. 
Her remarks were followed by 
the yoga and meditation session 
led by Swartz and Greenfield. It 
also featured local health coach 
Debra Klein, who gave tips on 
how to integrate healthy eat-
ing into a busy life, and then 
demonstrated how to make a 

faux chicken salad, home-
made salad dressing, and bliss 
balls. Brookline-based Catering 
by Andrew provided food based 
on Klein’s recipes. 

“I think it was a different kind 
of event, it was really interac-
tive and allowed women to take 
some time out to recharge from 
their busy lives,” said Forman.

www.wjskouras.com
Call John: (978) 531-5545 

Fax: (978) 977-9982
Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Fully Insured

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
Residential  |  Commercial  |  General Carpentry
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Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

BAY STATE  
WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144
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Ready Made Curtains 
Selected items 25% OFF

Custom Draperies, 
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Free Estimates & Installation

86 Tremont Street, Peabody

baystatewindowfashions.com

To advertise, contact: 
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Let Us Deal With It! 
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800-525-4825

www.a1exterminators.com

KITCHEN & BATH  
SHOWROOM
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55 Alley Street, Lynn
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slink away, but he could not 
escape this man’s sixth sense for 
locating fellow Jews. 

As Summers put on the tefil-
lin, stumbling through a bless-
ing he’d mostly forgotten, he 
had an epiphany. “What am I 
ditching? What am I running 
away from, really?” he asked. “It 
seems like there’s so much that 
I don’t know, and am forgetting, 
and was afraid of forgetting. A 
lot of things changed for me 
after that plane ride … it’s crazy 
to think that that little moment 
of telling you to do one mitz-
vah can change your existence, 
and I started to think how many 
times I can do that for other 
people.” 

Other stories were medita-
tions on the humor, pain, pride, 
and whimsy that come with 
Jewish life. Nate Vaughan, a fun-
draising specialist from Newton, 
spoke about going through a 
religious phase as the only Jew 
in his high school in southern 
Kentucky. Jordan Schuster, a 
rabbi and professor at Hebrew 
College from Jamaica Plain, 

spoke about a surreal experi-
ence as a graduate student when 
he unwittingly got caught up in 
a crowd of Lubavitchers visiting 
the Ohel in Queens, N.Y., the 
burial ground of the founder of 
the modern Chabad movement. 
Rebecca Strauss, a studio art 
technician from Maynard, told 
the story of her two bat mitz-
vah ceremonies, one of which 
included saying prayers in front 
of her dying father.  

Members of the crowd, who 
experienced the full range of 
emotions throughout the 18 
stories, appreciated the diverse 
perspectives of Judaism that the 
event brought them. “The sto-
ries widened my perspectives 
on what Judaism embraces,” 
said Joe Miterko, a music teach-
er who lives in Brighton. 

“Within the Jewish tribe 
there are so many stories that 
are not your stereotypical race 
in Boston with an Ashkenazi 
background,” said Elisa Perez, a 
social worker in Boston. “There 
are millions of intersections.”

At Mamaleh’s in Cambridge
from page 2

Photo by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff 
Allison Swartz, right, helped lead the group in yoga.

North Shore women breathe, cook, and stretch at CJP event

choose one of five majors to 
explore in-depth (Theater, 
Visual Arts, STEM/Robotics, 
Waring in the Woods, or Video). 
In the afternoon, campers par-
ticipate in sports and an elec-
tive activity like improvisational 
theater, photography, strategy 
games, soccer, or others. On 
the final day of the program, 
campers present what they have 
created together. Families may 
choose to send their child(ren) 
for one or more weeks – pric-
es are scaled accordingly. The 
camp for ages 7-14 runs July 
1-26 (no camp on July 4th), 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m-4:00 
p.m. Camp tuition is $1000 for 
the month or $320 per week 
($260 for week 1).

For younger children, ages 
5-7, Waring runs WaringWorks 
Jr. Summer Camp. A half-day 

program, WaringWorks Jr. runs 
from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. while 
the older-kid camp is in session. 
Tuition is $900 for the month or 
$275 per week ($225 for week 1). 
Fun-filled days include build-
ing, painting, drawing, cook-
ing, woodworking, sculpting, 
pretending, experimenting, and 
investigating the worlds of art, 
science, and nature. Campers 
make play houses, ice sculp-
tures, musical instruments, cos-
tumes, and much, much more. 

Waring School is located at 
35 Standley St., Beverly. Please 
visit Waring’s website (www.
waringschool.org/summer) for 
more details on both programs 
and to register.

�   �   �

Camps & Schools
from page 13
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In communities where there is still a viable 
Jewish community, struggling synagogues most 
often merge with healthier ones. On the North 
Shore, the Shirat Hayam merger created one of 
the largest congregations in the area. For many 
years, Temple Israel and Temple Beth El sat 
across from each other on Atlantic Avenue in 
Swampscott. Marla Gay, who was president of 
Temple Israel at the time of the merger in 2005, 
said that the temples had been in discussions 
for roughly 15 years, but did not finally decide 
to come together until their boards realized 
they would not survive unless a change was 
made.  

According to Gay, the new congregation was 
called Shirat Hayam – meaning “Song of the Sea” 
– because members wanted to create a new, revi-
talized community, rather than a combination of 
two old ones. 

“That was exactly why it was called 
Congregation Shirat Hayam, and not Temple 
Beth Israel – because we didn’t want to have 
Temple Beth Israel,” said Gay. “First of all, we 
decided we wanted it to be ‘congregation’ 
because it was about the people, as opposed to 
‘temple,’ being about the building. We really just 
wanted a place that people wanted to be.”

The new congregation, housed in the Temple 
Beth El building right by the ocean, was some-
where people wanted to be. After the congrega-
tions merged and the Temple Israel building 
was sold, new personnel, an innovative Shabbat 
service, and a large-scale renovation brought in a 
flood of new members. 

Even though the former Temple Israel had 
been Gay’s childhood shul, and the place where 
she married and her two daughters were bat 
mitzvahed, she felt that its time had come. “As 
far as I was concerned, it was over long ago,” she 
said. “I was more excited about the future. I know 
that the community that helped create it is still 
thriving, just in a different place.”

In 2014, Temple Shalom, a longstanding syna-
gogue in Salem, became part of Temple B’nai 
Abraham in Beverly. For over a century, Temple 

Shalom hosted a thriving population. However, 
more Jews were attracted to synagogues in near-
by towns like Marblehead, Swampscott, and 
Peabody, and not enough Jewish families were 
moving into Salem. As attorney and current B’nai 
Abraham congregant Alan Pierce pointed out, 
Temple Shalom’s location on a busy city street 
meant that it couldn’t offer the same kind of 
parking that other synagogues could. 

As resources depleted and membership 
declined, Temple Shalom formed a committee 
to determine its options. “There were several 
ideas on the table,” said Tom Cheatham, who 
was head of the committee. “Stick it out and run 
our resources into the ground was one solution. 
Another one was to sell or rent the building and 
buy something smaller. Another one was to take 
the assets and create a foundation. The fourth 
one was to merge with another existing temple 
in the area.” 

After lengthy consideration, the committee 
decided to merge, and by a single vote, B’nai 
Abraham was the choice. As the merger went 
into effect, Cheatham estimated that a third of 
the Temple Shalom congregation came along, a 
third joined other synagogues, and a third disaf-
filiated altogether. Cheatham called the process 
of taking apart the synagogue “heartbreaking 
and soul-wrenching.” Many Torahs and plaques 
made their way to B’nai Abraham, and great 
pains were taken to ensure that the ark was 
brought to the Beverly synagogue, where it now 
stands in the lobby. In addition, a recently uncov-
ered time capsule from 1952 has helped preserve 
precious memorabilia.

The building that once housed Temple 
Shalom was sold to a local developer, who leases 
it to Salem State University to house its school 
of social work. A few architectural details from 
Temple Shalom remain inside the building. 

Cheatham reports the transition to Temple 
B’nai Abraham has gone well. “I couldn’t be 
happier at B’nai Abraham,” said Cheatham. “It’s 
filled with a lot of young people, a lot of kids, so 
it feels good. It’s a happening place.” 

If you didn’t have a ticket 
to High Holiday services in 
the early ’70s, you didn’t get 
into the sanctuary at Temple 
Tifereth Israel in Malden. Well 
over 1,000 people jammed the 
seats to recite prayers, hear 
the fiery sermons of Rabbi 
Judea Miller, and the sooth-
ing tones of Cantor Sheldon 
Chandler.

But like other cities in the 
area like Chelsea and Revere, 
the Jewish population of 
Malden dwindled and more 
and more temple members 
moved farther out into the 
suburbs.

“We knew that the handwriting was on the wall … we went from 465 
families down to maybe 70 families. The Jewish community in Malden 
wasn’t growing, and we were dying out slowly,” said Sam Tabasky, the 
former president of Tifereth Israel.

Many Jewish families from Malden had moved to Peabody, so when 
Tifereth Israel leaders were looking for a merger partner, Temple Beth 
Shalom about 10 miles up Route 1 seemed like a good fit. The Peabody 
temple also had been dealing with stagnant membership. In 2015, both 
congregations gave a near unanimous vote to merge and became Temple 
Tiferet Shalom. 

 Clearing out the Malden temple was a highly emotional process for 
its members. “When I think about it now, it was one of the most pain-
ful things that I had to go through,” said Bryna Tabasky, now the music 
director at Tiferet Shalom. “I had seen tremendous family milestones 
and sadness and joys and every kind of thing you would see in a life-
time. Congregants would talk to me: ‘How can we leave, I can’t leave this 
building’ – I would try to reassure them that life goes on and this can be 
a rebirth.”

Indeed, the newly formed Tiferet Shalom has been a rebirth for both 
synagogues. It has 250 members, a Hebrew school with more than 100 
students, and a series of technological upgrades. Rabbi David Kudan 
made the move from Malden to lead the new congregation in Peabody.

The former Tifereth Israel building in Malden survived. Tifereth Israel 
leaders purposefully looked to sell it to another house of worship. It 
became the Brazilian church Templo dos Milagres. Those driving by on 
Salem Street will see the menorah still remains on the side of the building.   

– Michael Wittner 

Once vibrant Malden  
temple reborn in Peabody

Stories of Synagogues survival on the North Shore
from page 1

Rabbi David Kudan and Music Director 
and cantorial soloist Bryna Toder Tabasky 
right after Temple Tifereth Israel’s final 
service in Malden.
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Earlier this winter, Essex 
North Shore Agricultural and 
Technical School’s Genocide 
Studies classes hosted an exhibi-
tion of research projects on the 
Holocaust. In Genocide Studies, 
the first trimester focuses on 
defining genocide and study-
ing the Holocaust in the con-
text of establishing and defin-
ing the hallmarks of genocide. 
The course is team-taught by 
Justin Bilton, an English teach-
er, and Jason Stark, a history 
teacher. Classes are taught as a 
college-style lecture and proj-
ect-based learning course with 
curriculum heavily influenced 
by the educators’ experiences 
at the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum’s prestigious 
Belfer Conference. 

“The Belfer Conference was 
a pivotal moment in my teach-
ing career that showed me how 
I could take my education in 
genocide and apply it to the 
classroom in a really meaningful 
way for students,” said Bilton, 
who attended the conference in 
2013. Bilton studied genocide 
and postmodern literature with 
Dr. Stephenie Young and Dr. 
Christopher Mauriello at Salem 
State University, where he vis-
ited Auschwitz as part of a travel 
institute. He has since traveled 
to Cambodia, Vietnam, East 
Africa, and other sites of past 
conflict to learn about recovery 
and justice in those places. 

The Genocide Studies classes 
began working on their exhibi-
tions at the end of September. 
The exhibitions were the culmi-
nation of a project-based learn-
ing experience and represent a 
large portion of the work the 
students are assessed on in the 
class. Students in small groups 

were tasked with finding a niche: 
something from the Holocaust 
they found interesting and 
important. Students conduct-
ed research and designed an 
exhibit to teach the community 
about a little-known topic in 
Holocaust Studies. 

One hundred and fifteen stu-
dents in three classes generated 
40 exhibits on topics such as the 
experiences of women and chil-
dren, the iconic imagery of the 
trains used to transport Jews, 
concentration camps, food as a 
symbol of culture, the biologi-
cal and psychological effects of 
trauma, the escape and subse-

quent search for Nazi leader-
ship in South America, as well 

as several individual profiles 
on victims of the Holocaust, 
including Mr. Stark’s grand-

mother, who escaped Nazi per-
secution in 1939. 

Reflecting on this experience, 
Stark said, “This course and the 
exhibition are important to me 
on many levels. As a teacher, 
I am proud to see authentic, 
student-driven learning of this 
depth. As a member of the 
Jewish community, the empa-
thy these students have shown 
towards the victims makes this 
one of the most amazing events 
around the Holocaust I have 
ever had the privilege of being 
a part of.” Stark was a Belfer 
scholar in 2016 and has had the 
opportunity to travel to Israel 

where he participated in learn-
ing experiences for educators 
at Yad Veshem, Israel’s national 
Holocaust museum.

Students of the Genocide 
Studies classes were passionate 
about their work. Sarah Young, 
a senior in the Equine Science 
program said, “It was awesome 
to see the projects that we had 
been working on for so long 
come to fruition. Our teach-
ers care so much about us as 
students and how we will take 
the lessons they give us and 
use them; this exhibition exem-
plifies that. The experience I 
gained from educating people 
about something so important 
will be something I take with me 
for the rest of my life and I hope 
that the people who came can 
say the same thing.” 

Said Cassandra Kuechler, a 
senior in Graphic Communi-
cation, “By attaching names to 
numbers, people came to real-
ize that these atrocities hap-
pened to real people and that 
real people were capable of such 
atrocities. We can’t comprehend 
what six million Jewish people 
look like, but we can remember 
stories of individuals.”

For the rest of the year, the 
students will continue to learn 
about 20th and 21st century 
genocides and human rights 
abuses including the genocides 
in Cambodia, Rwanda, and 
Bosnia. They will explore inter-
national law and its shortcom-
ings and accomplishments. The 
goal of the course is to pro-
mote informed citizenship and 
research skills and to create 
articulate consumers of infor-
mation equipped for a 21st cen-
tury world. 

Essex North Shore seniors Luisa Buendia, Jazlynn Martinez, and Jessica Santiago pose in front of their 
“1,000 Children Project” exhibition. The students profiled how children were rescued and relocated from 
Europe during the Holocaust.   

Essex North Shore Agricultural and Technical School  
students research Holocaust

By attaching names to 
numbers, people came 

to realize that these 
atrocities happened to 

real people and that real 
people were capable of 

such atrocities. 



By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

While most of her 
21-year-old colleagues 
were busy planning 

their post-college lives, Anita 
Hollander was undergoing 
chemo and radiation therapies 
after her first bout of cancer in 
her left leg. 

When she returned to 
Carnegie Mellon University for 
her senior year, she played a 
cabaret evening of songs by 
popular singers. A favorite 
teacher who was in the audi-
ence changed the trajectory of 
her life when she challenged 
Hollander to use her recent life 
experience to write and perform 
her own material instead.

Hollander wrote “The 
Choice,” about the options one 
makes when faced with a deadly 
disease. By the time her can-
cer reappeared five years later 
in 1977 – this time necessitat-
ing amputation – Hollander 

was well on her way to creat-
ing her show, “Still Standing: A 
Musical Survival Guide to Life’s 
Catastrophes.” 

The solo 15-song cabaret 
chronicles Hollander’s story, 
from her initial diagnosis to the 
post-amputation continuation 
of her career as a musical the-
atrical performer. Each song, 
packed with humor, intelli-
gence, and musicality, describes 
resources that helped her endure 
and persist. 

“Sense of humor, great imagi-
nation, chutzpah, perspective, 
family, love, children, art – there’s 
nothing you have to buy or get,” 
said Hollander by phone from 
her Manhattan home. “Anyone 
who sees the show can use these 
tools to get through difficult 
times, obstacles, whatever is in 
front of them.”

“Still Standing” has played at 
the Kennedy Center, the White 
House, Off-Broadway, and in 
theatres around the country. 

The New Repertory Theatre 

at the Mosesian Center for the 
Arts in Watertown will present 
it from Feb. 9 through March 
3 during Jewish Disability 
Awareness, Acceptance and 
Inclusion Month. 

Since 2009, every February 
has represented a unified 
effort among Jewish organiza-
tions worldwide to raise aware-
ness and foster inclusion of 
people with disabilities. Last 
February, the Ruderman Family 
Foundation helped finance 
a performance of the show at 
Kerem Shalom, an inclusion 
congregation in Concord.

Hollander is as much a dis-
ability activist as a performer. 
“My whole career is playing roles 
that were not necessarily meant 
to be disabled, but I happened 
to be playing them with one 
leg,” she said. As national chair 
of the SAG-AFTRA Performers 
with Disabilities committee, 

Hollander keeps a “watchdog 
scorecard” of disabled people 
showing up in every form of 
media. While she thinks film still 
“woefully” lags behind, she is 
encouraged by the great strides 
theater and TV have made over 
the last 10 years. 

Hollander and her three sis-
ters grew up in Cleveland, the 
daughters of a part-time can-
tor who organized them into a 
four-part harmony group that 
“started singing before we could 
speak,” she said, doing shows at 
temple and singing at services. 
When Hollander married, she 
joined the Village Temple in New 
York, where she has been chil-
dren’s choir director for 23 years.

She and the children collabo-
rate to write songs about holi-
days and Tikkun Olam (“repair 
the world”). The kids came up 
with the idea for “Share the 
World,” a song that features 

them saying “welcome” in 20 
languages that represent coun-
tries where Jews live (it’s avail-
able on YouTube). 

“Working with the children’s 
choir has been one of the best 
things in my life,” she said.

Asked whether she could 
envision anyone else playing her 
part in such an intimate auto-
biographical piece, Hollander 
said she is writing a new show, 
“Spectacular Falls,” with the idea 
that someone else could perform 
it. However, she added that she 
is about to do 26 performances 
in a row of “Still Standing” with-
out an understudy. 

“It’s like being out on a wire 
without a net on one leg,” she 
said with a laugh.

The Mosesian Center for the 
Arts is located at 321 Arsenal 
St., Watertown. For tickets, visit 
newrep.org or call 617-923-8487.
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Photo by Kia Michelle Benbow
“Anyone who sees the show can use these tools to get through dif-
ficult times,” says Anita Hollander.

‘Still Standing’ reveals Anita Hollander’s profile in courage



By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Before “Hamilton,” there 
was “Ragtime.” If the for-
mer speaks of immigrants 

getting things done in America, 
the latter equally praises would-
be citizens – most notably Latvian 
Jewish budding artist Tateh and 
his daughter, Little Girl. 

The budding artist turned 
successful silent filmmaker 
who becomes Hollywood direc-
tor Baron Ashkenazy tells his 
daughter “A Shtetl Iz Amereke” 
– America is a shtetl – in this 
case a country with great pos-
sibilities. The gifted late author 
of “Ragtime,” E.L. Doctorow, 
saw the early 20th century as 
a time of great change – much 
of it arising from encounters 
between immigrants eager to 
share the American Dream, 
African-Americans struggling for 

full freedom and equality, and 
Anglo-Saxon Protestants largely 
resistant to both groups. 

Wheelock Family Theatre 
at Boston University is the lat-
est local company to stage the 
inspired Broadway musical –
which had runs in 1998 and 2009 
– that captures both conflict and 

connection, here in an inven-
tive production that celebrates 
the novel as much as the show’s 
strong Terrence McNally book 
and lush Stephen Flaherty/Lynn 
Ahrens score.

The Wheelock staging’s inven-
tiveness begins before a word 
is spoken. Audience members 

will find a diversity of children 
on a stage library. Little Boy, 
the son of the New Rochelle, 
N.Y.-based Protestants, is read-
ing a book that turns out to be 
Doctorow’s benchmark novel. As 
company artistic director Emily 
Ranii observes in the playbill, 
this production emphasizes 
African-American piano player 
Coalhouse Walker Jr.’s motto-like 
advice to adults to “Teach every 
child to raise his voice.” Not sur-
prisingly, Little Boy appears at the 
back or side of many scenes as a 
witness to the march of change 
and its impact on America in the 
early 1900s.

Lindsay Genevieve Fuori’s 
handsome library-dominated 
scenic design – complete with 
high-rising shelving and ladders 
– smartly serves the musical’s 
book and score. For example, 
during the stirring early num-
ber  ‘’Journey On,” director Nick 
Vargas has Protestant Father and 
Tateh crossing paths on high-
wheeled library set pieces that 
serve as ships as the former sets 
out to explore and the latter 
approaches America. Shelving 
sometimes suggests Coalhouse’s 
piano as well.

A high-energy cast does its 
impassioned best to capture this 
singular musical’s sweeping evo-
cation of a changing America 
as embodied in Doctorow’s 
insightful novel and the new 
music evoked in the title. Tony 
Castellanos has all of Tateh’s pro-
tective love for Little Girl – whom 
he drapes in his talit – and his 
newfound confidence soars as he 

moves from making silhouettes 
and movie books to actual films. 

Lisa Yuen finds Mother’s inner 
nobility and her self-empower-
ment, especially on the lyrical 
solo “Back to Before.” Anthony 
Pires Jr. catches all of Coalhouse’s 
infectious optimism with Sarah 
on the show-stopping number 
“The Wheels of a Dream,” as well 
as his fiery concern on “Make 
Them Hear You.” 

Pier Lamia Porter is properly 
affecting and vulnerable as Sarah, 
most notably sweetly delivering 
the touching solo “Your Daddy’s 
Son.” With his big voice, Peter 
Adams gives the best portrayal 
of largely clueless Father that this 
critic has ever seen. Other stand-
outs include Jonathan Acorn’s 
earnest Younger Brother, Ben 
Choi-Harris’s always direct Little 
Boy, and Nicole Paloma Sarro’s 
feisty socialist activist Emma 
Goldman. Music director Jon 
Goldberg does full justice to the 
eclectic score. 

“Ragtime” resonates more 
than ever at a time when Jews, 
African-Americans, and immi-
grants are confronting both new 
and familiar opposition and 
challenges. Wheelock Family 
Theatre’s wonderfully fresh reviv-
al brings timely immediacy to its 
haunting message of hope and 
understanding in the face of hate. 

The Wheelock Family Theatre 
is located at 180 The Riverway 
on the Fenway Campus of 
Boston University. For tickets, 
call 617-353-3001 or visit whee-
lockfamilytheatre.org.
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Wheelock Family Theatre’s ‘Ragtime’ resonates more than ever

Wheelock Family Theatre at Boston University is the latest local com-
pany to stage the inspired Broadway musical “Ragtime.”
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INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS

NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING
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Burton S. Blackstone of West 
Peabody entered into rest on 
January 23, 2019 at the age of 79.  

Beloved and cherished hus-
band of Arlene. Devoted father 
of Dr. Lee Blackstone and his 
wife Lili, and Jon Blackstone and 
his husband Gregory Bouchard.  
The loving brother of Elaine 
Levine and her husband Gerald.  
Treasured son of the late Sara and 
David Blackstone. Valued family 
member to his nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

Born on February 7, 1939, 
Burton grew up in Brookline and 
graduated from Boston University. 
He had a distinguished career 
in the wholesale flooring indus-
try. He was an avid reader and 
enjoyed gardening and travel. He 
will be missed by all who knew 
this kind and wonderful man.

In lieu of flowers, expressions 
of sympathy may be made in 
Burton’s memory to The Brain 
Tumor Center Education and 

Research Fund, Massachusetts 
General Hospital Cancer 
Center, (https://tinyurl.com/
BlackstoneBrainTumor Support); 
Care Dimensions (https://
give.caredimensions.org/); or 
to the charity of your choice. 
Arrangements were handled by 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 
Chapel, Salem (www.stanetsky-
hymansonsalem.com).

Burton S. Blackstone, 79, of West Peabody
Jeff Edinburg, of Marblehead, 

entered into rest on January 31, 
2019 at the age of 76. 

Beloved husband of Deborah 
(Loring) Edinburg. Devoted 
father of Barry and Jason 
Edinburg. Cherished grandfa-
ther of Skyler, Nate, and Paloma 
Edinburg. Loving brother of 
Nancy Weinstein. Dear son of the 
late Melvin and Charlot Edinberg.

Jeff grew up in Swampscott, 
graduated from the Storm King 
School and Clark University, 
where he was an eight-letter man, 
and raised his family in Peabody 
and Marblehead. He was owner 
and president of Modern Leather 
Company, a business that tanned 
and finished leather, taking over 
and expanding the enterprise 
started by his father. He was well-
respected in the industry, earning 
many awards and accolades from 
industry peers and organizations. 
He was a lifetime member of the 
Two/Ten National Foundation 

and was president of the New 
England Tanners Club.

For many years, Jeff was an 
active member of Temple Beth 
Shalom in Peabody. He served 
first as vice president and then for 
years chaired highly successful 
auctions. He volunteered for 15 
years at the Lynn District Court.

Jeff was a member of Kern-
wood Country Club in Salem, 
where he loved to play golf and 
spend time with close friends. 
He was an avid skier and run-
ner who competed in eight mara-
thons, including the Ocean State 
Marathon and the New York City 
Marathon, the latter of which he 
ran four times.

A funeral service for Jeff was 
held on February 3 at Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
Salem. Interment followed at 
Congregation Shirat Hayam 
Cemetery, Temple Beth El sec-
tion, Lowell St., Peabody. In lieu 
of flowers, expressions of sympa-
thy may be made in Jeff’s mem-
ory to his current congregation, 
Temple Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic 
Ave., Marblehead, MA 01945 (attn: 
Family Education Fund). For 
more information or to register in 
the online guestbook, visit www.
stanetskyhymansonsalem.com. 

Jeffrey Allen Edinburg, 76, of Marblehead

Shirley R. (Musiker) Fine, 96, a 
long-time resident of Winthrop, 
and Margate and Lake Worth, 
Fla., entered into rest on January 
26, 2019.

Beloved wife of the late 
Stanley Fine. Devoted mother of 
Janet and David Kresge, Kenneth 
and Ella Fine, and Roberta and 
Lewis DiNitto. Cherished grand-
mother of Jared Fine and Greg 
Blase, Elizabeth and Adam 
Holzman, Allison and Joshua 
Kastner, and Matthew and 
Sara DiNitto. Cherished great-
grandmother of Cooper and 

Mackenzie Holzman. Loving sis-
ter of Mike and Judy Musiker 
and the late Harold and Barbara 
Musiker. Also survived by several 
nieces and nephews.

A funeral service was held 
on January 30 at Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
Salem. Interment followed in 
Old Tifereth Israel of Winthrop 
Cemetery, Fuller St., Everett. In 
lieu of flowers, expressions of 
sympathy in Shirley’s memory 
may be made to the charity of 
one’s choice. For more informa-
tion or to register in the online 

guestbook, visit www.stanetsky-
hymansonsalem.com.

Shirley R. (Musiker) Fine, 96, of Winthrop, and Margate and Lake Worth, Fla.

continued on page 22
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BROWN, Mildred “Mitzy” 
(Cohen), 92 – late of Winthrop. 
Died on January 27, 2019. Wife 
of the late Bob Brown. Mother 
of Jeffrey Brown of Winthrop, 
Richard Brown and his wife 
Susanne of South Hadley, and 
Debra Aliberti of Winthrop. 
Grandmother of Ashley Morris 
and Thomas Aliberti. Great-
grandmother of Reid Morris. 
Sister of Joyce Wolf and Rhoda 
Koocher, both of Lexington. 
Aunt of numerous nieces and 
nephews and extended family. 
(Torf)

CORWIN, Edward S., 58 – late 
of Malden. Died on January 
27, 2019. Son of the late 
Dorothy D. (Alpert) and Alvin 
H. Corwin. Father of Alison 
H. Corwin and Seth Corwin. 
Brother of Lori and her husband 
Daniel McBride. Uncle of Marni 
McBride. Former spouse and 
friend of Judith (Apkin) Corwin. 
Ed is also survived by his aunt, 
many cousins, and numerous 
friends. (Goldman)

FLETCHER, Edward, 82 – late 
of Medford. Died on January 
30, 2019. Son of the late Joseph 
and Mary (Shreider) Fletcher. 
(Goldman)

GALKINA, Genya (Shvarts), 79 
– late of Lynn. Died on February 
3, 2019. Wife of Petr Galkin. 
Mother of Frida Galkina and 
her husband Sam Shnayder, and 
Alla Voznyuk and her husband 
Yuriy. Grandmother of Dmitriy 
Shnayder and his wife Heather, 
Yuliya Shnayder, Sergey 
Voznyuk and his significant 
other Brittany Uhal, and Olivia 
Voznyuk. Great-grandmother 
of Dustin Shnayder and Dylan 
Braid. Sister of Aron Shvarts 
and Roza Pipkina, and sister-in-



THROUGH FEB 14
BOSTON ISRAELI FILM 
FESTIVAL The best new Israeli 
cinema. With documentaries, comedy, 
drama, and even a movie for the littlest 
film-goers, the Boston Israeli Film 
Festival brings you up close to one of 
the hottest film industries in the world. 
All tickets are $15 each. For more 
information, venues and to order tickets, 
go to: bostonjfilm.org/boston-israeli-film-
festival.

FEBRUARY 8
PJ LIBRARY COMMUNITY 
SHABBAT Families with children 8 
and younger, are invited to welcome 
Shabbat with music, a story, and a 
traditional Shabbat evening meal, 
including roast chicken, chicken fingers, 
rice, salad and dessert. 5:30 – 7 p.m. 
Free. Reservations are required. To 
RSVP, contact Phyllis Osher at 978-740-
4404 or posher@lappinfoundation.org. 
Temple B’nai Abraham, 200 Lothrop St., 
Beverly. 

FEBRUARY 9
SPECIAL SHABBAT EVENT, 
ShabbaTTogether, focusing on disability 
inclusion and mental health awareness. 
9:30 a.m. Pre-Service Class; Regular 
Shabbat Service; Rabbi Sermon; 
Kiddush Luncheon to Follow. This is a 
regular Shabbat service with a focus 
on these matters. All are encouraged 
and welcome to attend. FREE. Email 
Rabbi@JewishPeabody.com. Chabad of 
Peabody Jewish Center, 682 Lowell St., 
Peabody.

INCLUSION SHABBAT: Nosh & 
Drash With Rabbi Darby Leigh. The Shir 
Lanu: One Song, Every Voice Inclusion 
Committee of Shirat Hayam presents 
a Nosh & Drash session in honor of 
JDAIM (Jewish Disability Awareness, 
Acceptance and Inclusion Month) 
with presenter Rabbi Darby Leigh. 
Rabbi Leigh will lead a discussion 
session on the topic of inclusion within 
the Jewish tradition. He brings his 
experiences and unique perspective on 
how congregational life can be most 
welcoming and inclusive of Jews with 
all kinds of abilities and challenges. 10 - 
11 a.m. Congregation Shirat Hayam, 55 
Atlantic Ave., Swampscott.

FEBRUARY 10
CAMP GAN ISRAEL OH. Camp 
Gan Israel of the North Shore is 
accepting enrollment for Summer Camp, 
that will run Mon - Fri  July 1st - August 
9th, 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Camp offers 
exciting trips; sports; entertainers; 
swimming; Specialty clubs, etc. For 
ages 2 - through 7th grade. 617-819-
5617; nsjewishcamp.com. Open House, 
1 - 3 p.m. at 151 Ocean St., Lynn.

ISRAELI DANCING: at Temple 
Sinai. Join a group of enthusiastic 
dancers from all corners of North Shore 
united with love to Israeli music and 
culture, and, most of all, the desire to 
learn Israeli folk dance.  “Regulars” love 
to share their skills with the beginners, 
so no experience necessary. 7 p.m. For 
questions, email: ns.israeli.folk.dance@
gmail.com. Temple Sinai, 1 Community 
Road, Marblehead.

JEWISH DISCOVERY CENTER 
presented by Temple Sinai. A multi-
sensory approach to Jewish holidays, 
customs and Hebrew language. Children 
ages 4 and 5 years of age and their 
parent(s) will have the opportunity to 
explore their heritage in a fun, hands-
on environment while building lasting 
memories. 9:30 - 11 a.m. Free. Temple 
Sinai, 1 Community Road, Marblehead.

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4 PM, Monday –Thursday 7AM - 7 PM, Friday 7 AM - 2:50 PM,                              
Closed Saturday.                      

Zayde’s Market                       
                               Where Quality & Kosher Meet 

    www.zaydesmarket.com           781-828-3530 

We Cater  
All events                   

& Family Affairs                 
Plan your event 

with us and have it                              
delivered to your 

doorstep!!! 
The Best Bagel In New England                    

Real N.Y. Bagels        
Fresh Every                          

Thursday, Friday & Sunday 

Made in House Beef Jerky                         
Duck Trap                              Available in                       
Smoked Salmon….….4oz...8oz...16oz 
Cut Fresh                                             
Cholent Meat……………….....$6.99lb.  
Cut Fresh                                                     
Turkey Stir Fry……….….....$5.99lb.  
Made Fresh Daily                                                                 
Hearty Vegetable Soup…..$5.99Qt.  
Made In house                                             
Schug…Red & Green……8oz.......$4.99 
Made in House        Reg. $25.00 lb.                      
Pulled BBQ Brisket…...…$17.00 lb. 
LOU                  France            Reg. 17.25                         
Pinot Noir & Cabernet….$13.99 
Boondocks                                                  
Whiskey & Bourbon…750 ml...10% off                                                                                                                                                   

Sale Prices Good Thru February 5, 2018                                                                   
See our Website & Facebook page 

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington Street, Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Free parking ~ Closed Saturdays

V EVENT PLANNING V

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

Call 978-356-2050
Book for the Fall/Holiday season

10% OFF!

V Corporate events V Weddings V 
V Private functions V

V Full Bar service available V

Customizable, Personal

THE PERFECT VENUE 
FOR YOUR EVENT

CONTACT US AT 781.273.1916 OR
PRIVATEEVENTS@CAFEESCADRILLE.COM

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ
BURLINGTON, MA
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781-395-8888 x332

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise, contact 

lois@
jewishjournal.org, 

marcy@
jewishjournal.org, 

or call 978-745-4111.

Week of Friday, Feb 8, 2019 through Thursday, Feb 14, 2019

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

THE LEGO MOVIE 2:  
THE SECOND PART IN 3D (PG) 

Fri & Sat: (4:15), 9:30
Sun - Thu: (4:15 PM)

THE LEGO MOVIE 2: 
THE SECOND PART (PG) 

Fri: 6:45 PM
Sat & Sun: (11:15 AM), (1:45), 6:45

Mon - Thu: 6:45 PM

THE FAVOURITE (R) 
Fri: (4:35), 7:15, 9:50

Sat: (11:00 AM), (1:30),  
(4:35), 7:15, 9:50

Sun: (11:00 AM), (1:30), (4:35), 7:15
Mon - Thu: (4:35), 7:15

GREEN BOOK (PG-13) 
Fri: (4:20), 7:00, 9:45

Sat: (11:00 AM), (1:40),  
(4:20), 7:00, 9:45

Sun: (11:00 AM), (1:40), (4:20), 7:00
Mon & Tue: (4:20), 7:00

Wed: (3:45), 7:00 • Thu: (4:20), 7:00

NO SHAME
Experimental Open Mic Night.  

5 minutes of fame with no shame!
Wed: 8:15 PM

2019 OSCAR NOMINATED SHORTS:
ANIMATION - DOCUMENTARY - 

LIVE ACTION (NR)
Exhibited in HD in our intimate, 

18 seat screening room.
Visit our website for showtimes.
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SCREENING OF THE DOCUMENTARY FILM “COMPLICIT”

Looking Ahead
Presented by 

Chabad of the North Shore. 
On May 13, 1939 the S.S. Louis set sail from 
Hamburg to Cuba carrying Jewish refugees 
seeking asylum from Nazi persecution in Germany. 
Watch the tale on screen and hear the story 
firsthand. Followed by Q+A with the director and  
St. Louis survivor Hans Fischer. 

6:30 p.m. $10 per person; students free. 

Tickets at: www.NSJewish.com. 

Chabad Lynn Campus, 151 Ocean St., Lynn.

February
12

Submit your 
Calendar listings to 

calendar@jewishjournal.org



REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street, Swampscott, MA 01907
781-581-1550       www.weaverortho.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME HEALTH CARE

Home Healthcare • Nurses • PT
Pharmacists • Transportation

Companionship • Handyman Services

877-406-4245
allhourshomehealth.com

HOME CARE
Keeping you safe, comfortable 
and independent at home.
Let us show you how we can 
help, no matter where you  
call home. Call us today!

781-691-5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

To advertise, contact 
Lois Kaplan at  

lois@jewishjournal.org
or 

Marcy Grand at  
marcy@jewishjournal.org

 or call 978-745-4111

PRIVATE HOME HEALTH CARE

JM 
Private Home Health Care Services

Your Well-Being Is Our Priority
Over 10 years experience in the industry with good rates

JOHN MULINDE 
(Home Health Care Specialist)

Waltham, MA
pmayanja@gmail.com • 617-803-6183

PRIVATE HOME CARE

339-532-7214
Personal Assistance at Home
dignitycs@gmail.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

For ALL Your 
Home Care Needs!
Delivering Excellence in 

Home Care for Over 100 Years!

781-598-2454 
www.allcare.org

VNA
Hospice

Private Services

HEALTH  SERVICES

ASSISTED LIVING  
AND MEMORY SUPPORT

Cohen Florence Levine  
Estates
617-887-0826

Florence & Chafetz  
Specialized Care
617-887-0826

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan 
Estates
978-532-4411

SHORT-TERM REHAB 
AND LONG-TERM CARE

Leonard Florence  
Center for Living
617-887-0001

Chelsea Jewish  
Nursing Home 
617-884-6766

Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick 
Center for Living
978-471-5100

chelseajewish.org

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Shapiro-Rudolph Adult Day Health Center  |  978-471-5180
Chelsea Jewish Aging Life Care  |  978-471-5153
Chelsea Jewish Hospice and Palliative Care  |  617-889-0779
Chelsea Jewish Visiting Nurse Agency  |  617-889-8744

SENIOR CARE
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FEB 10 - APR 14
DAF YOMI, Talmud class with Dr. 
Jesse Hefter. 10 sessions - Sunday 
evenings: 7:45 - 9:15 p.m. This weekly 
Talmud class will follow the Daily 
Page of Talmud project learning the 
same page that people worldwide 
are studying on that Sunday evening. 
During the Winter/Spring session, the 
group will study topics of Kashrut in the 
Talmud. For more information, contact 
Terri Swartz Russell tswartzrussell@
templeemanuel.com. Cost: $100 for 10 
sessions           

FEBRUARY 11
ADULT BEIT MIDRASH: 
20th-Century Luminaries in Jewish 
Thought, presented by Temple Sinai. 
a study on 20th-century luminaries 
in Jewish thought with Rabbi David 
Cohen-Henriquez. The topic:    Martin 
Buber and the Dialogue with God. 7:30 
- 8:30 p.m. For more information, call 
781-631-2763 or visit templesinaiweb.
org. Free. Temple Sinai, 1 Community 
Road, Marblehead.

FEBRUARY 13
“HEALING GRIEF THROUGH 
ART” sponsored by Chelsea 
Jewish Hospice and Palliative Care, 
part of Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 
(chelseajewish.org). Projects include 
putting together expressive journals 
and creating simple memorial art 
projects amidst compassionate 
conversation. No artistic experience 
or “talent” needed. 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Designed to help participants process 
their feelings without judgement. 
The group provides  an emotionally 
supportive and nurturing atmosphere. 
Parking is free. People of all and no 
faith traditions welcome. For more 
information or to RSVP, please contact 
Katie at kwillis@chelseajewish.org or 
call 617-889-0779. Chelsea Jewish 
Hospice, 123 Captains Row, Chelsea.   

NORTH SHORE PIZZA AND 
PARSHA, presented by New England 
Yachad. Join New England Yachad and 
Chabad of the North Shore for Pizza and 
Parsha! We’ll have pizza and a make-
your-own dessert, along with a Parsha 
discussion. Ages 16+. 6:45 - 8:30 
p.m. $2. Chabad Lubavitch of the North 
Shore, 44 Burrill St, Swampscott.

JCA BRASS, in concert. Jazz 
Composers Alliance to present new 
ensemble. JCA Brass has been 
extracted from the JCA Orchestra. It’s 
made up of three trumpets, French horn, 
two trombones, tuba, 1 alto sax, and 
drums. This concert will be celebrating 
resident composer and trombonist Bob 
Pilkington’s Centennial Celebration: 
this is his 100th semester teaching at 
Berklee. jazzcomposersalliance.org 7:30 
p.m. David Friend Hall, 921 Boylston St., 
Boston.

FEBRUARY 15
THE JEWISH PIRATES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN. Hear the story of the 
Swashbuckling Seafaring Sephardim in 
their battles against the Inquisition and 
their quest for freedom and glory as 
explorers, conquistadors and pioneering 
merchants in the 16th Century. 
Caribbean dinner ($18 per person) - 6 
p.m.; Service and drumming with Shira 
Moss - 7:30 p.m.; program and dessert 
oneg to follow - 8:15 p.m. RSVP to the 
Temple Sinai  by callling -781-631-2763 
or email at susan.templesinai@gmail.
com.

FEBRUARY 17
FIRST ANNUAL TAA JEWISH 
FILM FESTIVAL The First Annual 
TAA Jewish Film Festival will be held 
on three successive Sunday afternoons 
from 2 – 4 p.m. starting February 
17th. “Love, Gilda” (February 17th), a 
documentary on the life of Gilda Radner 
in her own words and in the memories 
of those who knew her, worked with her 

and loved her. “Exit Music” (February 
24th), a documentary about how the 
Orchestra of the Acadamie du Musique 
de Montréal has rescued and returned 
to the classical repertory the music 
of some of the most gifted European 
Jewish composers exiled by the Nazis 
prior to WWII. “100 Voices: A Journey 
Home” (March 3rd), a deeply affecting 
tribute to the interwoven history of 
Jewish and Polish cultures as chronicled 
through the 2009 pilgrimage of the 
Conservative Cantors Assembly to 
Poland, which was the center of Jewish 
culture, learning and music before the 
Holocaust. Temple Ahavat Achim, 86 
Middle St., Gloucester.

FEBRUARY 22
SHABBAT SHELI Turn an ordinary 
Friday night into a Shabbat Experience. 
An Israeli-themed Shabbat dinner in 
a warm atmosphere. Prayers, songs 
and fun. Zero pressure. Total pleasure.
Israeli themed Shabbat Dinner: falafel; 
shwarma; Chumus & Tehina; Israeli 
Salad; oasted Eggplant; Pita & more. 6 
p.m. $20 Adult; $10 Child. Chabad of 
Peabody Jewish Center, 682 Lowell St., 
Peabody.

FEBRUARY 23

R&B CAFE FEATURING HDRNB 
(Henley Douglas Rythm & Blues) HDRnB 
is back again by popular demand to 
bring another evening of great music. 
Doors open at 7:30 p.m. Program starts 
at 8 p.m. Tickets: In advance: $20; 
$25 at the door. Delicious desserts 

at intermission are included in the 
ticket price. Adult and non-alcoholic 
beverages will be available. For ticket 
or other information, contact Susan 
or Meg at 781-631-2763, or visit 
templesinaiweb.org.

FEBRUARY 25
FROM COMBATING EACH 
OTHER, TO COMBATING FOR 
PEACE, An Evening with former 
Israeli & Palestinian Combatants. Join 
Congregation Dorshei Tzedek and J 
Street for this 30-minute screening of 
part of Combatants for Peace’s award-
winning documentary, Disturbing the 
Peace, followed by a conversation 
with two Israeli and Palestinian former 
combatants. 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. For more 
information or to RSVP, please email 
info@dorsheitzedek.org or call 617-965-
0330. Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, 60 
Highland St.,West Newton.

FEBRUARY 26

CANVAS & COCKTAILS Paint 
your own canvas masterpiece with 
Jewish pop artist Yitzchok Moully. 
Wine and refreshments served. No 
previous painting experience needed. 
7:30pm. Early bird special $15 if 
reserved by Feb 15th. Limited space 
available; rsvp at JewishPeabody.
com or call 978-977-9111. Chabad of 
Peabody Jewish Center, 682 Lowell 
St., Peabody.

MARCH 1
SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA, 
a traditional Friday night  dinner followed 
by a Shabbat Service with Rabbi Greg 
Hersh and the congregation. In March 
tens of thousands of Jews across 
America and Canada will come together 
to eat, drink, relax, enjoy, and celebrate 
at the 21 th Annual Shabbat Across 
America. Hundreds of Synagogues 
across the continent will take part in 
this wonderful historic national Jewish 
event to celebrate what unifies all 
Jews. Everyone is invited: singles, 
couples, and families.  Service prayers 
books have Hebrew prayers, fully 
transliterated. Free, but reservations 
must be made by February 25, 781-245-
4372 or  info@WakefieldTemple.org; 
WakefieldTemple.org. 6:30 p.m. Temple 
Emmanuel of Wakefield, 120 Chestnut 
St.  Wakefield.

MARCH 3
SQUIRREL STOLE MY 
UNDERPANTS by Bonnie Duncan 
& the Gottabees. A silly adventure tale 
for those 3 to 93. Community event 
fun fundraiser for the Boys and Girls 
Club, sponsored by the Interfaith Clergy 
Council of Wakefield. 3 p.m. Tickets will 
be sold at the door beginning at 2:00pm.
Donation $10 each (3 to 93 years old) or 
4 for $35. Wakefield Lynnfield Methodist 
Church,  273 Vernon St.  Wakefield.

MARCH 10
THE ILLUSIONISTS: LIVE 
FROM BROADWAY, trip sponsored 
by Jewish Teen Initiative Boston.
This mind-blowing spectacular is 
packed with thrilling and sophisticated 
magic of unprecedented proportions. 
Cost is $48, which includes ticket, 
lunch and transportation from 
Temple Emanu-el in Marblehead. 
Visitjewishteeninitiativeboston.org/
jti-hub/ for registration and more 
information.



NOTICES
From page 19

300 Salem Street
Swampscott

781.593.6111

One Essex Street
Marblehead
781.631.8800

~  SWAMPSCOTT  ~
Crown Pointe – Spacious 2 bedroom, 2 full bath  
ranch style condominium beautifully updated.  
Enjoy a relaxing lifestyle with pools, clubhouse,  
gym and more. Close to shops and restaurants. 

$379,900

saganharborside.com

~  MARBLEHEAD  ~
Direct harbor front! Amazing penthouse  

condominium with views of Marblehead Harbor,  
Marblehead Neck and beyond! Live here and  
be a part of everything the town has to offer!

$525,000

GREAT CONDOMINIUM CHOICES!
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Leslie Rosen, of Swampscott, 
entered into rest on January 30, 
2019 at the age of 89. 

Beloved husband of Joan 
Kessler and the late Lois 
Rosen. Devoted father of Beth 
Tassinari and her husband Paul, 
Mark Rosen and his wife Paula 
Estey, Steve Rosen and his wife 
Sandra Strauss, and Paul Rosen. 
Cherished grandfather of Joshua 
and Katie Tassinari, Aaron, 
Benjamin and Sam Rosen, and 
Ross and Robert Rosen. Treasured 
great-grandfather of five. The lov-
ing brother of Richard Rosen and 
his wife Roberta, the late Sidney 
Rosen, the late Lois Grossman, 
and the late Winnifred Moller. 
Dear son of the late Lewis and 
Augusta Rosen.  Leslie will also 
be missed by his many nieces, 

nephews and cousins.  
Leslie was the proud co-owner 

of Chelsea Floor Covering. He was 
a talented salesman – work was 
his passion. He was a member 
of Kiwanis, Power Squadron, and 

a long-time member of Temple 
Israel in Swampscott. Leslie was 
an avid golfer and played at 
Kernwood Country Club and The 
Fountains Country Club in Lake 
Worth, Fla. 

He cherished his time spent 
with family, friends and respected 
colleagues.

A funeral service for Leslie was 
held on February 1, at Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
Salem, with interment at Ahavath 
Achim Anshe Sfard Cemetery, 
Lynn.  

In lieu of flowers, expressions 
of sympathy may be made in 
Leslie’s memory to a charity of 
your choice. For more informa-
tion or to register in the online 
guestbook, visit www.stanetsky-
hymansonsalem.com.

Leslie Rosen, 89, of Swampscott

law of Emiliya Shvarts. Daughter 
of the late Simon and Dora 
Shvarts. Aunt of many nieces 
and nephews and their children. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

GILLER, Bruce Fredric, 46 – late 
of Medford. Died on January 
20, 2019. Son of Jason and 
the late Rhoda (Abelson) Giller. 
Brother of Scott and his wife 
Sandee Giller. (Goldman)

MARGOSSIAN, Ruth (Lampert) 
– late of Revere. Died on January 
31, 2019. Wife of the late 
Bearge J. Margossian. Daughter 
of the late Harry and Catherine 
Lampert. Mother of Alan 
Margossian and his wife Randi, 
David Margossian and his wife 
Donna, and Marc Margossian 
and his wife Stacy. Sister of the 
late Jeanne Ostrow and her 
husband the late Edward, and 
sister-in-law of Buddy, Elaine, 
and Barbara Margossian, and 
the late Marion, Peggy, Jimmy, 
Hank, and Junior. Grandmother 

of Beth and her husband 
Timothy McCarthy, and Lindsay, 
Christa, Jason, Rachael, and 
Emma Margossian. Great-
grandmother of Shealynn and 
Allison. Aunt to many nieces and 
nephews and travel companion 
of her niece Arlene. (Torf)

MASEL, Selma, 94 – late of 
Everett, formerly of Chelsea. 
Died on January 20, 2019. 
Daughter of the late Morris 
and Lillian (Finklestein) Gilman. 
Mother of Lawrence Altman 
of Cambridge. Sister of Irving 
Gilman of Chelsea, and the late 
Frances Minsky, Rose Gilman, 
and Tobey Donovan. Aunt of 
Beverly Minsky, Jerry Minsky, 
Michael Ford, and the late 
Randy Donovan, and great-
aunt of Desirae Hudson and 
Nicolette Ford, Arthur Minsky, 
and Daniel Boyle. (Torf)

SHURMASTER, Dorothy 
“Dolly” (Forman) – late of 
Medford. Died on January 27, 

2019. Wife of the late Melvin 
Martin Shurmaster. Mother 
of Philip J. Shurmaster of 
Medford and the late Lois S. 
Jarrett. Daughter of the late 
Philip Forman and Esther 
(Moses) Forman. Sister of the 
late Gerri Holzman and the 
late Hy Forman. Grandmother 
of Emily Rose Burgos of Calif. 
Great-grandmother of Roman 
Burgos. Aunt of Phyllis Somers 
of Chestnut Hill. (Torf)

ZAYONCHYK, Davyd, 71 – 
late of Swampscott. Died on 
February 1, 2019. Husband 
of the late Evgeniya (Blinder) 
Zayonchyk. Father of Marina 
Slezinger and her husband 
Boris. Grandfather of Zhanna 
Meisels and her husband 
Daniel and Michelle Slezinger. 
Son of the late Mikhail and 
Zinaida (Sosnova) Zayonchyk. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

Donna E. Krivis, of Swamp-
scott, entered into rest on January 
31, 2019, at the age of 71. 

She was the daughter of the late 
Ernest Krivis, June Applebaum, 
and Robert Applebaum, the 
devoted mother of Ashley Krivis 
and Michael Klein, the loving sis-
ter of Rosann Jaffe, Joy Whitkin, 
Jan Grazer, Fae Willett, Edward 
Krivis, Gary Applebaum, and Alan 
Applebaum.

Donna graduated from 
Swampscott High School and 
was the Director of Graduate 
Admissions for over thirty years 
at Boston University. She was also 
an award-winning chef.

She cherished her time spent 
with family, friends, and respect-
ed colleagues and clients.

A memorial service will 
be held for Donna on Sunday, 
February 17 at 12 p.m., at 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 

Chapel, 10 Vinnin St., Salem. In 
lieu of flowers, expressions of 
sympathy may be made in her 
memory to Temple Emmanuel 
of Chelsea, 60 Tudor St., Chelsea, 
MA 02150. For more informa-
tion or to register in the online 
guestbook, visit www.stanetsky-
hymansonsalem.com.

Donna E. Krivis, 71, of Swampscott

www. jewishjournal.org
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DEDHAM – Liza Comart, 27, 
recently spent a day at The Rashi 
School, her K-8 alma mater, 
where she met with students 
and faculty to discuss her work 
with refugees in Greece. A 2006 
graduate of The Rashi School, 
Liza was honored with the pres-
tigious Tikkun Alum Award. Up 
until July 2018, Liza worked at 
PIKPA CAMP, an independent 
open refugee camp on the Greek 
island of Lesvos. She collabo-
rated in the development of a 
forest-based kindergarten pro-
gram that integrates the refu-
gees at the camp with local 
Greek children. As a full-time 
volunteer, Liza worked with vul-
nerable asylum seekers, includ-
ing families, pregnant women, 
and people with developmental 
disabilities, most of whom have 
extensive histories of trauma. 

Liza met with each of the K-8 
classes, sharing her experience 
working with children in the ref-
ugee camps. She also discussed 
how Rashi’s fully integrated 
social justice initiatives shaped 
her personal and professional 
life. The students were captivat-

ed by Liza’s presentations and, 
even more importantly, deeply 
affected by the fact that she is 
making a real difference in the 
world. As sixth grade student 

Ben Myers noted, “Seeing Liza, 
you could tell she was confident 
and determined to do good in 
the world. This made me feel 
that I want to do that as well.” 

The Tikkun Alum Award was 
created in 2012 to celebrate 
Rashi alumni who demonstrate 
a strong commitment to social 
justice and tikkun olam (repair-
ing the world) in their lives 
beyond Rashi. Through personal 
and professional efforts, Tikkun 
Alums embody the values of 
social justice that were instilled 
in them as Rashi students. 

Liza grew up in West Roxbury, 
received a BA from Occidental 
College, and is currently getting 
a Doctorate in Psychology at 
Rutgers University. Prior to work-
ing at the Childhood Refugee 
Program in Greece, Liza was 
the Administrative Coordinator 
for Training and Educational 
Services at McClean Hospital.

Bring this  
Ad & Get a 
FREE 
WEEK!

Social Justice Award recipient Liza Comart  
spends a day back at The Rashi School 

Rashi Rabbi Sharon Clevenger, Needham; Rashi Social Justice 
Coordinator, Stephanie Rotsky, Needham; Rashi Middle School Dean 
of Students Joni Fishman, Natick; Award Honoree Liza Comart, West 
Roxbury.

Cheryl and Gary Cohen of 
Swampscott, are pleased to 
announce the marriage of their 
son, Andrew Cohen, to Sara 
Gottlieb, daughter of Bernice 
and Howard Gottlieb of New 
Haven, CT. The couple married 
on Sept. 2, 2018 at Quonquont 
Farm in Whately. Andrew grad-
uated from Brown University 
in 2010 and earned a master’s 
degree in social work from Smith 
College in 2016. Sara graduat-
ed from Macalester College in 
2010 and earned a Ph.D. in psy-
chology from the University of 
California at Berkeley. Andrew 
and Sara live in New Haven, CT 
and work at Yale University.

Andrew Cohen weds Sara Gottlieb Happy birthday!

Bertram Grand, the father of Russell Grand and his wife Marcy 
Grand of Salem, celebrated his 95th birthday on January 26 at Care 
One in Lexington. 

The Taste of Israel Trip with Rachel Jacobson brought along the 
Jewish Journal when it visited the Old City in Jerusalem earlier this 
winter. As they posed for the photo, they exclaimed: “Next Year In 
Jerusalem.”

Visiting Jerusalem’s Old City

The Jewish Journal will print your news at no charge:  
birth announcements, engagements, weddings,  

job promotions, events and other simchas.  
Photos are welcome if space permits.  

Submissions are subject to editing for style and length.  
Send your news to the Associate Editor 

at wittner@jewishjournal.org.

The Jewish Journal 
is in the process of 

implementing a new 
database. During  

this process, some  
subscribers may notice a  

disruption in delivery. 
If this occurs,  

please call  
978-745-4111, x130  

or email:  
editor@jewishjournal.org 

to have your subscription 
restored.
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TODAY’S MENSCHION: DR. IRV DANESH

Tell us about your family 
and where you grew up.  

My parents met in Brooklyn. 
My father, Harold, worked as a 
clerk in an art supply store at 
Grand Central Station. Salvador 
Dali was one of his customers. 
His father was originally from 
Odessa. My father met my 
mother, Yonia, who was from 
Schuchin in Poland. My father’s 
jobs took us from New York to 
Chicago, to Phoenix, to San 
Diego, to San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
and finally to LA. It was during 
the San Diego period when I took 
off first to Saltillo, then Tampico, 
Mexico for my medical educa-
tion. My two younger brothers 
followed me out of my parents’ 
house. My middle brother went 
to Chicago, followed by LA, and 
became a neurologist, and my 
youngest brother became an 
engineer, but now is a top-notch 
computer animator. My par-
ents believed strongly in edu-
cation and through our grow-
ing up years sent us to Hebrew 
school, lit Shabbos candles and 
celebrated the Jewish holidays. 
I think the history of both my 
parents’ families mandated that 
Judaism would always be part of 
our spiritual fabric. I credit this 
to my choice of wife. Fanny’s 
parents were both survivors. 
Marriage is easier when there 
are commonalities in back-
grounds.

How was it to grow up in 
California in the 1960s  
and ’70s?

California in the ’60s and ’70s 
was a paradise for kids and I 
suppose the economic pain it 
was and will always be to adults 
trying to raise kids there. I guess 
we were lucky we escaped part 
of that by living in Phoenix dur-
ing some of the ’60s and the 
beginning of the ’70s. Phoenix 
was a town half the size it is 
today. The school system was 
good. There was a small but 
very active Jewish community, 
and for the high school kids 
the town was divided roughly 
north and south. I graduated 
Camelback High School [where 
weeks ago a report came out 
that swastikas had been painted 
in a stairwell] and went to LA 
for college. My parents moved 
to San Juan for a little over a 
year to seek their fortune. My 
uncles had bought a schmatta 
factory that my father was to 
run. It went bust after a year and 
we all moved to San Diego, my 

father back to engineering, me 
to the University of California 
San Diego.

When did you first become 
involved in Judaism?

As I said, Judaism was 
always in our lives. Northwest 
Suburban Jewish Congregation 
in Chicago started my Hebrew 
school career. I remember the 
older students translating the 
Beatles’ songs into Hebrew. 
The day that would change 
my Jewish life came when my 
maternal grandmother passed 
away. My mother started to go 
to minyan once a day to say 
Kaddish. We usually went in 
the evening when my father 
came home from work. One 
day the rabbi asked me to lead 
the evening service. I couldn’t 
even start. I was embarrassed, 
but my mother was angry. She 
questioned what they had been 
teaching me in Hebrew school 
all these years. In fact, she was 
so angry that she hired the rabbi 
from a competing synagogue to 
teach me the service. I became 
the boy wonder.  I became very 
popular in the minyan daven-
ing. Soon I learned the Saturday 
morning service.   

What influenced you to 
become a doctor?

My mother, of course. I 
wanted to be Joe Gannon. Joe 
Gannon, MD, was a surgeon in a 
mythical hospital, TV’s “Medical 
Center,” who wore skin-tight 
scrubs, and always got the hard-
est cases which he operated on 
successfully. Medicine was cool. 
When I was a high school stu-
dent in Phoenix, I was a medical 
explorer, part of a club started 
by a local doc to get high school 
students interested in medicine. 
One of the perks was a pass to St. 
Joseph’s Hospital in Phoenix that 
still had an observation dome 
over the O.R. He encouraged us 
to bring our sack lunches and 
watch real, live open heart sur-
gery. I was in love. These sur-
geons were heroic.

What kind of medicine do 
you practice, and why did 
you move to Massachusetts?

I am an emergency physician. 
I have been one for more than 36 
years. I came to Massachusetts 
from California because as a 
man with a growing family I 
wanted our kids to grow up in 
a safe community filled with 
friends they could meet on the 

streets and be safe. This wasn’t 
the kind of situation you could 
find in LA. I never wanted to 
really be anything else besides 
an ER doc and for most of my 
career practiced in high trauma 
hospitals. I only broke that rule 
twice. Once I worked at Tufts 
before it became a trauma cen-
ter and I now work at a place 
that is relatively quiet. I’m old, 
63, and trauma is a young man’s 
game. I’m the doctor you see 
when you are at death’s door. I’m 
the doctor you see at 2 a.m. I see 
you at the low points of your life. 
I am the doctor who never refus-
es to see and treat you regardless 
of gender, race, age, religion, or 
insurance status. I am a medi-
cal jack-of-all-trades, and if you 
come to me still breathing I will 
do everything to keep it so.

In the emergency room you 
see life and death every day. 
Why do you like working in 
the ER and what’s the hard-
est part of being an ER doc?

The hardest part, one would 
think, is the pressure of the very 
sick patient – the patient who 
comes in at death’s door. I just 
don’t think the sick patients are 
what really causes one of the 
highest burnout rates in all the 
medical specialties. The hardest 
part is dealing with administra-
tors who are “in charge” of ERs 
and don’t have a clue about how 
they work and what is required 
to run one successfully. 

You worked a lot with the 
homeless in Lawrence. A lot 
of people have never met 
a homeless person. What 
would you tell them about 
the homeless?

Brooklyn, Philadelphia, 
Pomona, Calif., and Lawrence 
all have a homeless problem. 

I’m pretty sure most people 
understand this in their souls, 
but the homeless are all some-
one’s son or daughter, mother or 
father. They were soldiers who 
fought for our freedom. They 
were university professors, art-
ists, plumbers, engineers, and 
even doctors. Bad economies, 
mental health issues, substance 
abuse issues affect individuals 
without regard to race, sex, age, 
or original street address. I have 
seen elite soldiers who relive the 
horrors of our wars every day, 
professors from Columbia and 
UCLA who haven’t had a bed 
in months, investors who lost 
everything up their noses and in 
their veins, and fathers who just 
couldn’t make money to keep 
their families off the streets. 
They are all Americans – our 
neighbors, fellow congregants, 
teachers, parents, children – 
and should be our number one 
priority. Unfortunately a good 
portion of the electorate has for-
gotten this in their delusions to 
be saviors of the world. Society 
can’t help everyone but it must 
start with helping its own citi-
zens.

You have been an adviser 
on a TV show, and written a 
couple of books.   

“Royal Pains,” a show that 
was on USA Network, “about 
a concierge (Jewish) ER doc” 
was created by my sister-in-
law’s friend. I helped Andrew 
Lenchewski, the creator of 
“Royal Pains,” with the medical 
portion of the pilot script he was 
trying to sell. He was successful 
and I became first a medical 
consultant and over three sea-
sons an associate producer of 
the show. I worked in the writ-
er’s room, worked with props 
and actors. I taught [actor] Mark 
Feuerstein medicine. He got an 

“A.” He injected eyeballs, insert-
ed fish hooks into chests, used a 
pen barrel in a pericardial win-
dow, and always had a bottle of 
vodka around to clean a surgical 
surface or as a weight for a pul-
ley. I had a blast. 

Working on “Royal Pains” 
taught me how to write and 
while I wish I had been an “A” 
student, I wasn’t. I tried my 
hand at writing a spec script 
loosely based on my life as a 
medical student in Mexico. The 
script in retrospect was not pro-
fessional and of course went 
nowhere. I grew frustrated, but 
realized writing novels might 
be more my speed. Over three 
years I wrote “The Loco Life of 
Doctor Taco” and then “Doctor 
Brooklyn” based on my days as 
a surgical resident at Brookdale 
Hospital in Brooklyn. A histori-
cal note: Brookdale in the old 
days was Beth El Hospital and 
where the bodies of Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg came after 
their executions. I loved writing 
my books and I think that even 
though fiction, they were a kind 
of therapy for me looking back 
on my life. By the way, both are 
available on Amazon.

What’s your Jewish connec-
tion these days? 

Today, I’m not much of a 
synagogue Jew, but a Jew who 
loves, supports, and tries to help 
protect Israel. We live in a dan-
gerous world and from my point 
of view my people are facing 
a crisis that can easily become 
another Holocaust. As Jews, we 
see that anti-Semitism is rising 
exponentially. Maybe my con-
nection to Judaism is so strong 
because I see the miracles that 
God brings forth in and from 
Eretz Yisroel. 

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

Dr. Irv Danesh has been an emergency room doctor for 
36 years. Danesh grew up in California and met his 
wife, Fanny, in New York. Over the years, he has also 

served as a medical consultant and associate producer of the 
TV show, “Royal Pains.” In addition, he has written two books, 
“The Loco Life of Doctor Taco,” and “Doctor Brooklyn: Love & 
Life at the End of a Knife.” Irv and Fanny live in Marblehead 
and have four sons: Sam, Zach, Max, and Jake. 
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H onorable Menschions
Spotlighting individuals in our community who make 
exceptional contributions close to home and around the world

onorable Menschions

“I am the doctor who never refuses to see and treat you,” says Dr. Irv Danesh.
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