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On the North Shore, Haggadot bring Passover to life

continued on page 16 continued on page 22

By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

Seders derive their name from the 
Hebrew word for “order,” and Seders 
derive their order from the Haggadah, 
the book of songs, stories, and illustra-
tions that gives structure to the meal. 
Passover begins Friday night, and North 
Shore Jews are dusting off a diverse range 
of Haggadot that will provide wisdom, 
meaning, and soul to their Seders.

There is a wide array of Haggadot 
available today that tell the Passover story 
using every tool imaginable, from the 
musical “Hamilton” to the “Harry Potter” 
wizarding series. However, if you mention 
the word “Haggadah” to many American 
Jews, just one thing will come to mind: 
the iconic Maxwell House Haggadah, 
named after the coffee company that 
has been offering it for free since 1932. 
According to Jonathan Sarna, professor 
of American Jewish History at Brandeis 
University, the famous Haggadah was 
originally an advertising ploy to convince 
Jews that coffee was kosher for Passover.

“Their advertising agency had the bril-
liant idea that if you distribute a Haggadah 
… that this would reassure Jews that 
coffee could be used on Passover,” said 
Sarna. “Maxwell House won not only a 
tremendous amount of goodwill, but 
purchases as well. It’s the best-known 
Haggadah.” 

Though the Maxwell House is known 
for its extensive text drawn from the origi-
nal Talmudic sources of the Haggadah, it 

has taken steps to reinvigorate its staid 
image. It recently updated its translation 
into more contemporary English, and 
this year, it released a special-edition 
version based on the hit television series 
“The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel,” complete 
with 1950s-style cartoons of the series’ 
characters and faux-handwritten recipe 
inserts.  

Still, many North Shore Jews have 
mixed opinions of the Maxwell House 
Haggadah, and their current Haggadah 
choices are partially a reaction against it. 
“It is not aesthetically pleasing, there are 

no supplementary read-
ings and directions for the 
Seder leader of substance, 
the English is included as an 
afterthought … in my opin-
ion, it has led to two genera-
tions of boring Seders,” said 
Rabbi David Meyer of Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead. 

Instead, Meyer values 
Leonard Baskin’s “The New 
Union Haggadah” because 
he feels it does everything 
a Haggadah must to ensure a 

dynamic, interactive, and entertaining 
Seder, including watercolor illustrations, 
gender-inclusive language and songs 
taken from several different traditions. 
“It’s aesthetically very pleasing, there 
are very good additional supplementary 
readings in addition to the traditional 
text, the music and the songs it includes 
are a combination of traditional and con-
temporary,” he said. Meyer believes that a 
good Haggadah asks questions and sug-
gests alternative and supplemental read-
ings, because a Seder is, in Meyer’s words, 
“not a performance; it’s a symposium.”

That is the goal for Al DeGroot, a food 
sales rep from South Hamilton, who also 
grew up bored and uninspired by the 
Maxwell House Haggadah. In order to 
create a Seder full of vigorous debate 
on contemporary issues, Degroot com-

bined readings from several 
different Haggadot, most 
notably “On the Wings of 
Freedom” by Rabbi Richard 
Levy and “The Velveteen 
Rabbi” by Rabbi Joseph R. 
Soloveitchik. The former 
is a politically-minded 
Haggadah focused on 
questions of freedom, 
while the latter features 
meditations on human 
connection and heal-
ing. 

“We try to make 
it alive, we try and 
make it relevant 

“The Inclusive Haggadah” at the Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters Seder tells the story 
of Passover from a disability rights lens. At right, Mrs. Maisel’s Haggadah.
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By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON – The ballroom of the 
Sheraton Boston Hotel was packed 
with high-energy teens on their 
feet, chanting and clapping to 
the rhythmic beats of drumming 
group Grooversity’s multicultural 
music, for the opening of “Leaders 
in Action,” the New England Anti-
Defamation League’s 25th annual 
Youth Congress.

More than 1,400 middle and 
high school students and teachers 
from over 80 schools across New 
England attended a gathering of 
ADL peer leaders, who are on 
the front lines of preventing and 
confronting bigotry and preju-
dice in their schools.

Schools from 17 communities 
north of Boston, including Swampscott, Marblehead, Lynn, Manchester-by-the-Sea, 
Beverly, Malden and Arlington sent representatives.

ADL Peer Leaders combat 
bigotry in their schools

 Jake Belcher/courtesy New England ADL
“Engage, mobilize and lead,” urged Birukte Tsige, 
a Malden High senior who spoke before more 
than 1,400 other peer leaders from across the 
state at N.E. ADL’s 25th annual Youth Congress.

By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

A pair of New England’s award-winning children’s writers enliven Passover with 
new books that are among this season’s crop of holiday titles for kids. 

Acclaimed illustrator Jill Weber and prominent children’s writer  Vivian Kirkfield 
– both from just over the border in New Hampshire – are perfectly paired in “Pippa’s 
Passover Plate.” Children’s author Tracy Newman, from Connecticut, offers a spirited 
family Seder in “Around the Passover Table.” 

The lively and brightly illustrated 
books will engage and entertain young 
ones throughout the eight-day “Festival of 
Freedom,” which begins this year on Friday 
evening, April 19.

“Pippa’s Passover Plate”
Vivian Kirkfield; illustrated by Jill Weber

Holiday House; ages 4-8

In this playful story with rhyming verse, 
Pippa is an adorable pink-eared gray 
mouse, who hurries and scurries about 
her house getting ready for Passover. Kids 
will get in on the lighthearted adventure 
when Pippa can’t find her special shiny 

Mice and Muppets liven up this 
year’s Passover children’s books  
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11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA

SAVE THE DATE!

The Jewish Journal will hold its third annual brunch  
at Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody to honor members of our community 

who have made outstanding contributions throughtheir work, 
volunteer efforts, and through their philanthropy.

Sunday, May 19, 2019 

Corporate sponsorships available: rsvp@jewishjournal.org
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By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

SWAMPSCOTT – Sara Winer 
stood in her recently redeco-
rated kitchen emanating the 
serene aura of a person who is 
in the right place at the right 
time. “My kitchen is my happy 
place,” she said as she took a 
loving glance around the gray-
toned sleek yet warm sanctuary, 
which has been kosher since 
the day she got married 49 years 
ago. 

The Swampscott baker 
comes from a long matrilineal 

line of bakers, starting with her 
Russian Bubbe Sara, for whom 
she is named. She is renowned 
for her creative and delectable 
creations, which are decidedly 
not low-calorie. “There really is 
no substitute for butter if you 
want a rich cookie or cake,” she 
said.

Finally succumbing to 
repeated suggestions from 
friends, Winer decided it was 
time to test the waters and 
start a baking business. She 
launched “Sara’s Baked Goods & 
Specialties” last Passover, when 
she decided to offer a few of her 

personal favorites items to a few 
friends. 

Baking for Passover can 
be challenging and tedious 
because no leavening agents are 
used, Winer shared. She makes 
sure all ingredients are kosher 
for Passover and she uses only 
her Passover dishes and cook-
ing implements. “I buy eggs five 
dozen at a time,” she said.

This Passover, she again is 
selling desserts and kugels. 
Some she can bake in advance 
and freeze; others, like her choc-
olate-dipped meringues and 
sponge cake, are made just prior 
to delivery. New to this year are 
the vegetable farfel kugel and 
her personal favorite, Passover 
granola, loaded with nuts, coco-
nut, raisins and honey. 

The response so far has sur-
prised her. “I always think peo-
ple could do this themselves, 
but they either like what I make 
or don’t have that same excite-
ment about baking,” she said.

Creativity is also in her genes. 
Her mother, sisters, nephews 
and son excelled in painting, 
photography and animation. 
Winer tried her hand at fine 
arts, but found her medium – 
and her calling – in baking. “It 
is also therapeutic, meditative, 
and fun. It satisfies my need to 
give, to nurture and to care for 
my family and friends,” she said 
as she poured a cup of tea and 
set out a plate of her favorite 
cookies: hermits, pecan sandies, 
chocolate chip and poppy seed.

The science of baking fas-
cinates Winer, and she loves 
working with yeast. “A couple of 
ingredients and voilà! You have 
a challah!” she said with a broad 
smile. 

She worked for 18 years as a 
sales rep at Rivkind Associates, 
a large printing company in 
Stoughton, and gifted her cli-
ents with baskets of handmade 
cookies at the holidays. “They 
all came to look forward to it 
every year,” she said.

After retiring in 2013, she 
had a lot of time on her hands, 
which translated to a lot of time 
for baking. Friends celebrat-
ing birthdays receive cupcakes 
or a cake, and her mah jongg 
friends know not to eat dessert 
on game nights, because Winer 
always provides an assortment 

of homemade goodies. “My 
freezer is literally full of cookies, 
cakes and breads,” she said.

Although Winer’s nuclear 
family is a great reservoir of tal-
ent, she credits her mother-in-
law, Ida Winer, as the biggest 
source of her inspiration. “She 
taught me how to entertain and 
how to make everything look 
nice. She just had a real flair. I 
like to think I am following in 
her footsteps,” she said.

For more information, email 
sewiner48@gmail.com. 
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Pastries for Pesach

Photo by Shelley A. Sackett
Sara Winer in her “happy place.”



Home sellers are often tempted to overprice their 
properties in order to ‘test the market’ and then 
‘negotiate down’ to get the most money. But this 
strategy is counter-productive. It can actually scare 
away qualified buyers and cause your home to linger 
on the market and eventually expose you to low-

balling bargain hunters.
The best strategy is to price your home competitively from the start. 

First check comparable sales in your area. Not only will buyers know the 
true market value of your home, but appraisers will too, and they play a 
big role in how much money the buyer’s lender will approve.

Most home buyers do their initial house hunting online and price is the 
first thing they check. Make sure your home is priced competitively and 
looks good in your photos.

When in doubt, go low. A lower priced home invites multiple offers 
and gives you room to negotiate for more money. Ask your REALTOR® to 
help you find your home’s true market value.

EXPERIENCE IS THE DIFFERENCE.
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS

on all aspects of buying or selling real estate 
at 781-367-8150

PHYLLIS LEVIN
on Real estate

HOW TO AVOID OVERPRICING

 www.phyllislevin.com phyllislevin@comcast.net (781) 367-8150
 website email cell

Phyllis Levin
CRS    GRI    CBR

Home sellers are often tempted to overprice their 
properties in order to ‘test the market’ and then 
‘negotiate down’ to get the most money. But this 
strategy is counter-productive. It can actually scare 

PHYLLIS 
HOW TO AVOID OVERPRICING

Phyllis Levin

JUST CALL AND I’LL DO THE REST
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS
on all aspects of buying or selling real estate

at 781-367-8150

Feel free to call me on all aspects  
of buying or selling real estate

at 781-367-8150

JUST CALL AND I’LL DO THE REST
Happy

Passover!

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) as of 3/21/19. Rate subject to change without notice. Fees may reduce earnings. **Premier Checking - Interest will be paid on daily 
balances equal to or greater than $0 and less than $25,000.01 earns 1.25% APY, balances $25,000.01 or more earns range from 1.25% to 0.10% APY. Combined 
minimum balance of $25,000 to waive $25 monthly maintenance fee. Direct deposit required. Reimbursement of up to $50 per month for ATM surcharge fees. A 
$50 minimum opening deposit is required. Customer purchases checks unless noted otherwise. Other fees may apply, see schedule of fees for details. Bank rules 
and regulations apply. Ask a representative for details.

800.657.3272    EBSB.com

Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank

Instant issue EBSB  
ATM/VISA® check card

Mobile Banking, People 
Pay and Check Deposit

Online Banking, Bill Pay 
and  e-Statements

Access to Allpoint® network with 
your EBSB ATM/VISA® check card

PREMIER CHECKING**

1.25 APY *APYAPY **
%

on balances up to $25,000

Member FDIC | Member DIF
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LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI

474 Lowell St. (Lowe Mart Shopping Ctr.), Peabody
www.levineskoshermkt.com • (978) 535-6449 • FAX (978) 535-6816

Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of MA

HAPPY 
PASSOVER

To All Our Customers & Friends 

We will be closed Sunday, April 21st thru Sunday, April 28th
We will reopen Monday, April 29th

J.D. Urman, Joe Selby, and Nate Selby construct a garden bed for 
Plummer Youth Promise.

Over 200 attend JTI & CJP 
Community Action Day

Teen leader Anna Levenberg and a group of young participants plant vegetables at Plummer Youth 
Promise in Salem.

Jesse Swartz volunteered with his father, Matthew, of Swampscott.

SALEM – On Sunday, April 
14, more than 200 individuals – 
representing three generations 
of volunteers aged 2 to 80 – 
rolled up their sleeves to partici-
pate in JTI (Jewish Teen 
Initiative) & CJP (Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies) Com-
munity Action Day. The event 
was hosted by Plummer Youth 
Promise in Salem, a residential 
facility that embraces the most 
vulnerable young people in the 
community, offering them sup-
port and helping them become 

productive, valued members of 
the community. Event partici-
pants were able to choose close 
to 20 projects, all led by teens. 

From making backpacks for 
kids in Syria, to cooking food for 
people who don’t know where 
their next meal is coming from, 
to creating welcome baskets for 
those who have never felt wel-
come, to prepping garden beds 
that will grow vegetables and 
flowers showing hope, to creat-
ing art that is vibrant showing 
a brighter future – participants 

were able to perform the mitz-
vah of Tikkun Olam and make a 
difference. 

Teen leader Libby Rosen, a 
sophomore from Marblehead, 
expressed a sentiment shared 
by many: “There was something 
for everyone to do and we were 
all able to come together and 
make something great and help 
lots of great people. I am so 
happy to have been part of com-
munity action day and part of 
something bigger than myself.” 

The projects benefited Plum-
mer Youth Promise, Lifebridge, 
Lynn Shelter Association North 
Shore Community Develop-
ment Coalition and JFS of 
MetroWest.



HEARTWARMING BIOGRAPHICAL COMEDY

BECOMING DR. RUTH
BY MARK ST. GERMAIN 

DIRECTED BY STEPHEN NACHAMIE

APR 27-MAY 19/2019

617-923-8487 
newrep.org

Use promo code “Journal5” 
and save $5 per ticket!
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WHAT IS YOUR JEWISH  
BACKGROUND?

My family’s Reform – I grew up going to Temple 
Emanuel in Andover and that’s where I had my bar 
mitzvah and confirmation. I went to Hebrew school 
during my childhood and actually grew up very close 
to the temple, so I spent a lot of days walking there 
back and forth from my house, and it was definitely a 
huge part of my childhood. I was involved in Hillel a 
bit when I went to Elon University and after I got out 
of college for a few years, I did Birthright – I was 25 
in 2015 when I did Birthright and since last year I’ve 
been working at Combined Jewish Philanthropies in 
Boston as the senior writer on their creative team. 
As the senior writer on the creative team here, I get 
to work on a lot of different projects. I write remarks 
and scripts for our events, I write letters to our con-
stituents, I help put together digital and print assets 
and articles and collaborate a lot with our designers 
on that work, and will be working on our annual 
donor report in the not-too-distant future.

BEFORE THAT, YOU WERE A 
SPORTSWRITER.

When I got out of college I got into sports writing 
– I started in a small newspaper in Georgia and spent 
a number of years working for the Atlanta Falcons as 
their in-house beat reporter. Even though I grew up 
in Andover, I was born in Atlanta, so that really was a 
dream come true. Being a beat reporter in the digital 
age I think is really different from what might’ve been 
a few decades ago – it involves a lot of social media 
work, a lot of blogging, a lot of short updates, and I 
had the opportunity to do a lot of long-form storytell-
ing as well. I’d be at all practices, press conferences, 
games, locker room interview sessions – really just 
trying to give fans a little bit of what was going on 
with the team at all times.

YOU’VE ALSO DONE FREELANCE 
REPORTING ON THE WAR IN 
SYRIA.

I’ve had the opportunity to work with a lot of 
people: a lot of civilians, activists, journalists, artists, 
who have been affected by the fighting, and really 
tell their stories in an in-depth and intimate way … I 
worked for a number of different publications doing 
that. I’ve gotten to meet a lot of incredible people – 
it’s been a privilege to be able to tell those stories, and 
an honor to have those people entrust me with their 
stories. These people to me are definitely some of the 
bravest and most inspirational people I’ve worked 
with – I haven’t met most of them, it’s mostly over 
the Internet – they’re people who are really passion-
ate about what is the Syrian Revolution, fighting for 
a democratic country, and I think the resilience they 
express is more than anything that resonates with 
me. The war has been one of the biggest catastrophes 
in my lifetime – that I’ve been able to follow, and 
through all that, they maintain this kind of optimism 
and this drive to keep fighting for the rights they 
desire so much. 

WHAT WAS ONE OF THE  
STORIES YOU COVERED? 

My first story was about an activist living in a 
besieged region called Eastern Ghouta, where hun-
dreds of thousands of people were trapped. So [I 
wrote about a woman] named Miriem, and she was 
an activist who lived in the city of Homs and she was 
also an artist – she worked as a painter, sculptor, and 
she became very outspoken against the Syrian regime 
and unfortunately, she started receiving threats and 
no longer felt safe living in Syria anymore, so she and 
her family escaped to Lebanon and they became ref-
ugees and have been resettled in Australia. While she 
was in Australia, shortly after she arrived, she came 
across a photograph that was taken by an activist 
whose name is Firas, and the two struck up a friend-
ship. She painted the photograph, and the image of 
the photograph and the painting side-by-side went 
viral – the painting and the photograph are of a man 
holding his two children, and the bodies are covered 
with soot and dust in the aftermath of a bombing and 
they’re sitting in the back of an ambulance. 

– Michael Wittner

Millennials The

Andrew Hirsh, 28
HOMETOWN: Andover

CURRENTLY LIVING IN: Cambridge

ALMA MATERS: Andover High School ’08,  
Elon University ’12

JOB: Senior copywriter, CJP

FAVORITE FOOD: Lobster dinner

FAVORITE MUSIC: Rock, jazz, and blues,  
past and present

FAVORITE BOOKS: “A Little Life” “We Were  
the Lucky Ones “The Expanse” series, “Behind the 
Beautiful Forevers” 

FAVORITE MOVIES: “Almost Famous” 
“Shawshank Redemption” “Garden State”

FAVORITE TV SHOWS: “The Office,” “How 
I Met Your Mother,” “Lost,” “Breaking Bad,” “American 
Horror Story,” “Scrubs,” “Parks and Recreation”

FAVORITE TRAVEL DESTINATIONS: 
Favorite place I’ve been is Peru, and I’ve never been to 
Europe – I would like to take a long trip all over Europe

FAVORITE JEWISH PERSON NOT  
IN YOUR FAMILY: Natalie Portman

FAVORITE JEWISH HOLIDAY: Purim



By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

MARBLEHEAD – Jewish film 
festivals are wildly popular, 
and according to jewishfilm-
festivals.org, moviegoers had 
170 to choose from worldwide 
in 2018 in locations ranging 
from Nebraska to Nepal. For 
the sixth year, local residents 
need travel only a few miles to 
Marblehead and Salem to view 
13 films offered by the Jewish 
Community Center of the North 
Shore International Jewish Film 
Festival from April 28 to May 9.

While films about the 
Holocaust are natural candi-
dates for a Jewish film festival, 
this year’s lineup features sev-
eral films that – although set 
during World War II – are more 
character than history-driven. 
Bookending the 12-day festival 
are opening night’s “The Catcher 
Was a Spy,” a thriller starring 
Paul Rudd based on the true 
story of Moe Berg, the Red Sox 
catcher who became a WWII spy, 
and closing night’s “Prosecuting 
Evil,” a gripping documentary 
about Ben Ferencz, the remark-
able 99-year-old and last surviv-
ing Nuremberg prosecutor. 

Gordon Edes, an award-win-
ning sportswriter and Boston 
Red Sox historian, will speak and 
answer questions following “The 
Catcher Was a Spy,” and both 
films include a post-screening 
reception.

The remaining 11 films are 
a well-balanced mix of docu-
mentary, drama, and comedy. 
In “Winter Hunt,” a riveting 
German contemporary psycho-
logical thriller, a young woman 
on a personal mission of vigi-
lante justice goes to extremes as 
she seeks reprisal against a sus-
pected ex-Nazi. Powerful per-
formances, an edgy score, and 

a tight script fuel the suspense. 
Jewish women are front 

and center in three films that 
look at dilemmas they face as 
they struggle to forge their own 
paths in a world complicated 
by religious tradition and social 
conformity. “Working Woman” 
addresses the complexity of con-
temporary life in Israel, chroni-
cling the predicament faced by 
Orna (played by the remarkable 
Liron Ben-Shlush) as she jug-
gles motherhood, marriage to 
a struggling restaurateur, and a 
meteoritic rise in the corporate 
real estate world. When her boss 
relentlessly sexually harasses 
her, her entire world is brought 
to the brink of disaster. 

Life for women in pre-state 
Israel was no less complex, as 
illustrated by “An Israeli Love 
Story.” Based on a true story and 
set in 1947, the well-shot and 
edited film explores the rela-
tionship between an aspiring 
actress and a kibbutznik who is 
also a member of Palmach, an 
elite fighting force. In “Leona,” 
a young Jewish artist in pres-
ent day Mexico City finds herself 
torn between her traditional, 
observant family and a forbid-
den love.

On a lighter but no less poi-
gnant note, the award-winning 
“Shoelaces” traces the relation-
ship between Reuven, a surly 
parent, and Gadi, his charismat-
ic adult son with special needs, 
as the two slowly develop a ten-
der and life-affirming bond of 
devotion. The popular film is 
thought-provoking and unex-
pectedly funny.

Three documentaries reveal 
different facets of present-day 
Jewish life. “Chewdaism: A Taste 
of Jewish Montreal,” follows 
two local men on the cusp of 
middle age as they nosh their 
way through a series of classical 
eateries and share their com-
munity’s 100-year Jewish his-
tory. “Heading Home: The Tale 
of Team Israel” charts the under-
dog journey of Israel’s national 
team to the 2017 World Baseball 
Classic in a story of sports, patri-
otism, and growth. 

“Sustainable Nation,” shown 
in partnership with CJP as a free 
community event in honor of 
Israeli Independence Day, fol-
lows three visionary Israelis as 
they bring water solutions to an 
increasingly thirsty planet.

Poland and France are the 
settings for the rest of the line 
up. “Who Will Write Our History” 
is a documentary set in 1940, 
after Nazis sealed 450,000 Jews 
in the Warsaw ghetto. The story 
of Oyneg Shabes, a group of 

journalists, scholars and com-
munity leaders who resolved to 
fight Nazi propaganda with pen 
and paper, is told through writ-
ings, new interviews, rare archi-
val footage and dramatizations.

In her deeply personal docu-
mentary, “Chasing Portraits,” 
filmmaker Elizabeth Rynecki 
travels to Poland to find the 
remaining work of her great-
grandfather, a prolific impres-
sionistic painter who captured 
scenes of pre-war Jewish life. 

“A Bag of Marbles,” based on 
a true story, follows two young 
Jewish brothers as they fend 
for themselves, making their 
way through German-occupied 
France to reunite with their fam-
ilies.

Many films have post-
screening guests who will speak 
to issues raised by the films. For 
information and to buy tickets, 
visit jccns.org or call 781-631-
8330.

Allison Avramovich

Happy Passover!

Allison

A personal touch to  
buying or selling your home.

I cover the Greater Boston area, including 
Metro West, the North Shore and the South Shore.

allison.avramovich@raveis.com
Cell 617.990.4870
Office 617.916.9225
338 Walnut St., Newtonville, MA 02460

We Wish You and Your Family

LISA & DAN SPINALE
& 

THE ENTIRE STAFF

HAPPY PASSOVER

224 HUMPHREY STREET (781) 598-5400

KÉRASTASE & MOROCCAN OIL exclusively at our Salon
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This year’s Jewish Film Fest will 
leave you on the edge of your seat 

“Working Woman”“Who Will Write Our History”“The Catcher Was a Spy”

“Chewdaism:  
A Taste of Jewish Montreal”



RUDERMAN SYNAGOGUE
INCLUSION PROJECT

RUDERMAN
SYNAGOGUE
INCLUSION 
PROJECT

RUDERMAN
SYNAGOGUE
INCLUSION 
PROJECT

Wednesday, May 22 

Cocktail reception 6:30 p.m. 
Program 7:30 p.m. 

Temple Emanuel 
385 Ward Street, Newton

Featuring Senator Tom Harkin (retired),  
principal author of the  
Americans with Disabilities Act

Featuring Senator Tom Harkin (retired),  
principal author of the  
Americans with Disabilities Act

Join the Ruderman 

Synagogue Inclusion 

Project (RSIP) and CJP for 

an unforgettable evening 

where we’ll celebrate the 

progress of our RSIP Cohort 

and welcome our new 

Congregational Partners  

and A�liates.

This event will feature Senator Tom Harkin, who will 

discuss how faith communities play a unique role in 

supporting those with disabilities. We’ll also hear from 

Jay Ruderman, Ruderman Family Foundation President 

and Rabbi Marc Baker, CJP President and CEO.

This is a free event, however space is limited  

and registration is required. RSVP online at  

cjp.org/celebratinginclusion by Tuesday, May 7.

Dietary laws will be observed. This event is mobility accessible 

and an ASL interpreter will be present. To accommodate those 

with fragrance sensitivity, we request that you refrain from 

wearing scented products if possible.

For more information or to request special accommodations,  

please contact John at johnm@cjp.org or 617-457-8749.
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By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

GLOUCESTER – For 115 
years, Temple Ahavat Achim has 
served as the nucleus of a thriv-
ing Jewish community “at the 
end of the world,” as President 
Amy Farber refers to far-flung 
Cape Ann. After a devastating 
fire in December 2007 burned 
the temple to the ground, the 
congregation has rebuilt itself, 
both physically and spiritually, 
into a bustling group offering 
everything from lobster trap 
menorahs to a Torah study 
group so popular it attracts non-
Jewish members of the com-
munity.

In the early years, the congre-
gation met in various houses in 
Gloucester and did not have an 
official rabbi. But as the Jewish 
population of Cape Ann grew, 
so did its synagogue. In 1951, 
during a time when current 
member Arley Pett remembers 
Gloucester’s Main Street hosting 
one Jewish business after the 
next, the congregation moved 
into the former First Parish 
Church downtown, steps away 
from Gloucester City Hall. It 
would remain there until one 
winter night 56 years later.

When the temple and sur-
rounding apartments were 
swallowed up in a massive infer-
no in the bitter cold early morn-
ing of Dec. 15, 2007, the Jewish 
community knew it wanted to 
rebuild. After almost three years 
of collective soul-searching, a 

new and rebranded congrega-
tion rose from the ashes.

“The crisis necessitated a 
reaffirmation of commitment, 
and I think we’re still kind of 
riding that wave,” said Rabbi 
Steven Lewis, who as a new 
rabbi guided the congregation 
through the rebuilding process 
that followed the fire. “When 
you are in the highway in snow 
and your car does a 360 and 
ends up safely in the median 
strip, then you start driving at 
the speed limit.”

Temple President Amy Farber 
drew parallels to the fire of 2007 
and the recent fire at the Notre-
Dame cathedral in Paris that 
destroyed its spire and two-
thirds of the roof. “Although far 
from as grand and well-known 

as Notre-Dame, the Ahavat 
Achim building was a historic 
building with a local story, and it 
is missed by many,” said Farber. 
“I was heartbroken to see the 
horror of the fire of Notre-Dame. 
Thank goodness there were no 
deaths.”

In 2011, a gleaming, light-
filled building reopened in the 
same spot in the heart of down-
town Gloucester. In their new 
home, members made some 
important decisions: they elimi-
nated mandatory dues and 
started an endowment to sup-
port high-quality Jewish edu-
cation for the entire commu-
nity. The Sylvia Cohen Religious 
School, named for the longtime 
Hebrew school director, is the 
center of Jewish learning on 

Cape Ann.  
“People who are members of 

our temple come for a variety of 
reasons, and we want to be as 
open and welcoming and acces-
sible to anybody in our vicinity 
… we don’t make the front steps 
too steep for people to come 
into,” said Phoebe Potts, who 
as director of family learning 
has overseen the development 
of a comprehensive curriculum 
that includes intergeneration-
al events and outreach to the 
interfaith families who make up 
roughly three-quarters of the 
congregation. 

The school curriculum has 
featured such innovations as 
student-animated movies based 
on Torah stories, workshops 
for hummus-making, mezu-
zah-building, tallit-sewing, 
and intergenerational Shabbat 
services and tutoring. After 
their b’nai mitzvahs, students 
can take part in Jewish Teen 
Initiative programs and a Jewish 
leadership training program. 

Offerings for adults are simi-
larly extensive. Rabbi Lewis 
hosts popular Torah study 
groups, in addition to classes 
on topics like Jewish poetry or 
the history of Zionism. Retired 
Cantor Bruce Siegel holds class-
es on the Book of Genesis. The 
synagogue presents concerts 
and guest speakers.

The temple also has reaf-
firmed its commitment to the 
wider Cape Ann community. 
Rabbi Lewis is involved in inter-
faith efforts with nearby church-

es to create a caregiver sup-
port group, host nights of song 
and prayer, and fund-raise for 
local causes. A cohort from the 
temple also cooks meals at the 
Grace Center, a nearby home-
less shelter. 

“There’s a lot of engage-
ment with the community,” 
said Lewis. “When the building 
burned down, the smarter thing 
would’ve been to buy cheaper 
land near the highway with a 
lot of parking, where you could 
have a bigger building. The 
community adamantly decided 
they wanted to be in downtown 
Gloucester – part of the fabric of 
Gloucester.” 

In an act that reflects the 
eclectic nature of the congre-
gation and its sense of place in 
Gloucester, the synagogue has 
found a new way to celebrate 
Hanukkah. In recent years – in 
the heart of this fishing capi-
tal – 22 lobster traps have been 
stacked 14-feet high in front of 
the synagogue. At the top stand 
nine brightly colored buoys.

“It’s kind of tongue-in-cheek, 
because we’re not serving lob-
ster, and lobster isn’t kosher, 
but it’s also a way to have a 
visual handshake in the com-
munity where we live,” said 
Potts, who initiated the proj-
ect to complement Gloucester’s 
existing lobster trap Christmas 
tree. “Gloucester is very much 
its own place, and we feel like 
we are part of that place, and we 
say that when we put up the lob-
ster trap menorah every year.”

Temple Ahavat Achim rises from the ashes to thrive in downtown Gloucester

Hebrew school students learn to make challah at an intergenera-
tional event.



www.rashi.org/events

Lecture: Best Friends, Worst Enemies
with Dr. Michael Thompson

Wednesday, May 8 | 7:00 - 9:00 PM
8000 Great Meadow Road, Dedham 

is
Domestic abuse

a Jewish Issue
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By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

BOSTON – Plastered 
throughout the MBTA Green 
Line are ads for online college, 
discount cell phone plans, and 
energy drinks. At least for the 
month of April, there will also 
be Jewish poetry.

To honor both Passover and 
National Poetry Month, 75 
posters displaying the mysti-
cal “Poem Without An End” by 
celebrated Israeli poet Yehuda 
Amichai will greet riders of 
select Green and Red Line 
trains. This infusion of poetry 
into the drudgery of commut-
ing comes thanks to the efforts 
of The Jewish Arts Collaborative 
(JArts), a Newton-based non-
profit that brings Jewish cul-
ture to the wider community. 
In keeping with the spirit of 
Passover, five influential Greater 
Boston poets were asked to find 
a poem by a Jewish author that 
they thought best symbolized 
the concept of freedom.

“I went in with the assump-
tion that it would be in the more 
political, social justice range,” 
said JArts Artistic Director Joey 
Baron. “The fascinating thing 
was the vast majority of the 
nominations … were that free-
dom is a very personal thing. 
I was really surprised that this 
poem won, and I’m delight-
ed that it did, because it’s so 
thought-provoking. It’s really a 
poem that whether you like it or 
not sticks with you, because it’s 

basically saying, ‘What’s inside 
of you?’ I think that’s a great 
question we should always be 
thinking of.”

Amichai’s poem cryptically 
describes the multifaceted, infi-
nite layers of personal identity 
in a sequence that, true to its 
title, seems to extend indefinite-
ly, even though the actual poem 
lasts just a few lines. “Inside 
the brand-new museum there’s 
an old synagogue,” it begins. 
“Inside the synagogue is me. 
Inside me my heart. Inside my 
heart a museum. Inside the 
museum a synagogue ….” The 
journey through this mysteri-
ous interior continues with 
shifting relationships between 
the heart, the museum, and the 
synagogue.

“It says freedom is my past as 
well as my future and present; 
freedom is what makes us who 
we are,” said Baron. “Freedom 
is about faith.”

In addition to the poem, the 
poster asks T riders to share 
what makes them feel free as 
part of a related social media 
and educational campaign. 
Viewers are invited to take a 
selfie next to the poster, explain 
their personal definition of free-
dom, and post the photo on 
Facebook or Instagram under 
the hashtag #JArtsLiberty. JArts 
also produced an accompany-
ing curriculum guide that sug-
gests discussion questions and 
art projects based on questions 
of freedom.

Reading Jewish poetry on the T

An impromptu yoga lesson on JArts’ Pathways to Freedom installa-
tion on the Boston Common. 

continued on page 10

Like what you’re reading?
Donate to the Jewish Journal today. 

Visit our home page at jewishjournal.org,  
or call 978-745-4111 x130.



In the Jewish Journal, I pre-
viously noted in a letter that 
George Washington and his 
mentor George Mason created 

the Fairfax Resolves in 1774 in 
response to the British closure 
of Boston’s port. These actions 
became the chosen path of the 

First Continental Congress for 
Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions 
(BDS). After not buying British 
goods, the next steps taken by 
these Social Justice Warriors 
were to raise state militias, 
such as the Massachusetts 
Minutemen or the Virginian 
Light-horse, to guard the stor-
age of gunpowder and guns 
throughout the colonies. Battles 
at Concord and Lexington and 
at the Virginia Capitol were 
responses to keep the British 
away from stored gunpow-
der. These repeated actions 
throughout the colonies led 
to the immediate presence of 
Virginia officers who lasted the 
Revolutionary years success-
fully, like Light-horse Colonel 
Harry Lee (father of Robert E. 
Lee), General Daniel Morgan, 
and Colonel, later President, 
James Monroe as well as Gen. 
Washington and Col. Mason. 

Simply, BDS is an initial act 
of war and we should ques-
tion the financial movement 
of monies to support a revo-
lution amongst the Gaza and 

West Bank Palestinians. Linda 
Sarsour and Roger Waters will be 
supporting BDS at the UMass-
Amherst Fine Arts Center on 
May 4. We must ask where any 
charitable contributions go and 
whether their slogans about 
human rights mimic the cries 
of the American Revolutionaries 
like Thomas Jefferson on the 
road to revolution. Of interest is 
how much monies from identi-
fied American minorities have 
gone to overseas revolutionary 
activities as a possible success-
ful path for their future BDS 
goals. 

Other leaders, such as Cong-
resswoman Ilhan Omar, has 
appeared at drives for her native 
Somalia while her brother-
in-law has worked for one of 
the active recognized military 
groups in Somalia. Prior South 
African BDS efforts have now 
led to the government attempt-
ing to seize the lands of white 
South Africans without com-
pensation. 

Leonard R. Friedman, MD 
Middleton 

BDS is an initial act of war
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Passover begins Friday night with the first 
Seder. As we sit down and retell the story 
of the Exodus from slavery, American 

Jews will have an opportunity to reflect on 
just how different our lives are from the Jews 
who emerged from Egypt. That generation had 
never known freedom. 

Conversely, a majority of American Jews 
find themselves in a unique historical position. 
Our generation is perhaps the most privileged 
and prosperous ever to live in this country. 
Much of our good fortune can be traced to the 
sacrifices our parents, grandparents and great-
grandparents made. Many were immigrants or 
the children of Jews who made their way from 
Europe and Arab countries to the U.S. They 
sought freedom and democracy, and civil liber-
ties that were never afforded to Jews in their 
former countries.  

On Passover, let us also remember our rela-
tives who took risks, and traveled far to find 
freedom and a better life for their children. 
This generation stands on their shoulders and 
enjoys a world our ancestors would not rec-

ognize. Many of our relatives settled in cold- 
water flats in cities like Boston, Chelsea, Revere, 
Malden, Lynn, Salem, Beverly, Lawrence and 
Lowell. They toiled in factories, and in small 
businesses to ensure that their children would 
receive an education, learn a profession and 
embrace – and protect – the freedoms offered 
in the Constitution.  

Hasidic masters explain that leavened 
dough, or chametz, rises and swells and sym-
bolizes pride and boastfulness. Matzah, which 
we eat during Passover, symbolizes humility –  
a necessary trait required in order to leave our 
own personal “Egypt.”

On this holiday, let us embrace freedom, 
and gratitude. Let us ponder just how much we 
have been given, and consider ways to honor 
our relatives who set out on a path that many 
of us are still walking along. Let us leave our 
own personal Egypt, and along the way, visu-
alize these kind and strong people who left 
their own form of slavery. They deserve to be 
remembered. Our prosperity was built on their 
struggle. 

On Passover,  
gratitude and remembrance 

The goal of a university is 
to have reasoned discourse. 
UMass-Amherst falls far short 
of that if it provides the set-
ting for a Boycott, Divestment, 
Sanctions event. Previous BDS 
diatribes have had the sole pur-
pose of condemning Israel. No 
debate, no balance, no reason-
ing here, just pure invective 
against the Jewish state. 

And the Palestinian people 
get little benefit from the BDS 
furor. There is nothing con-
nected to this strident propa-
ganda movement that improves 
Palestinian life. BDS will have 
negligible effect against the 
strong Israel economy, but it 
can cost jobs for Palestinians 
and can be faulted for what it 
does not do.

There is a much nobler, posi-
tive cause for the money and 
energy that backs BDS. The lives 
of Palestinians can be brought 
out of the shadows with some 
variant of a two-state solution. 
The point here is that the future 
statehood for Palestinians 
should be the point of discus-
sion, of rallies, of political effort. 
The worthy goal for the leaders 
of BDS is the uplifting of the 
Palestinians, not the condem-
nation of Israel.

Herbert Belkin
Swampscott

There are many reasons more 
than 70 percent of American 
Jews vote Democratic. And the 
more people who read your 
editorial of April 4 “Democrats 
should not take the Jewish vote 
for granted, “ there is no doubt 
that number will increase.

I wonder how and why the 
Journal takes its political cues 
from the Evangelical Pence, a 
proponent of the end of times.

There is an alternative truth 
to the corruption of Donald 
Trump and the corruption of 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Polls 
– perhaps the same polls that 
reveal that more than 70 per-
cent of American Jews vote 
Democratic – also show that 
a majority of American Jews 
favor a two-state solution 
for Palestinians and Israelis. 

Polls also show that a major-
ity of American Jews favored 
the Iranian nuclear deal that 
Trump aborted. And the Trump 
Administration’s move of the 
American Embassy to Jerusalem 
and more recently the US 
Administration’s endorsement 
of Israel’s annexation of the 
Golan Heights reduces the cred-
ibility of the United States as a 
peace negotiator between Israel 
and the Palestinians.

There are unintended con-
sequences of your editorial: 
While asking for unity amongst 
American Jews by supporting a 
poorly planned agenda, you are 
doing more to divide American 
Jews than unify. And that may 
be the irony of ironies!

Peter Perlmutter
Lynnfield

BDS diatribes do 
not foster debate or 
balance 

Editorial on Democrats and Jews off the mark
The pro-BDS event which is 

about to take place at UMass-
Amherst must be stopped. BDS 
is a movement whose main goal, 
as clearly stated by its founder 
Omar Bargouti, is the destruc-
tion and delegitimization of 
Israel and the Jews through eco-
nomic boycotts. 

The ADL says BDS is anti-
Semitic, discriminatory and 
promotes bigotry. Why would a 
public university which claims 
it is committed to dignity, 
respect and rejects all form of 
bigotry consent to allowing this 
to take place? 

This is not a First Amendment 
issue! The First Amendment 
does not support hate speech 
which creates a clear and pres-
ent danger and incites violence. 
Roger Waters, an avowed anti-
Semite, and Linda Sarsour, 

are just two of the panelists. 
Sarsour has clearly stated her 
opposition to Israel’s existence. 
She supports and advocates 
what can only be defined as 
genocide of the Jewish people. 
There are Jewish and Israeli stu-
dents on campus. This event is 
an incitement to violence and 
clearly puts them at risk. Would 
UMass permit a racist anti 
Black group to use its facilities 
to promote its agenda? What if 
the program were “Reparations 
NO! Repatriation YES! Stop 
Affirmative Action”?

Call and write to President 
Marty Meehan and Chancellor 
Subbaswamy and insist they 
not allow UMass to be used as a 
platform for the advocacy of ter-
rorism against Jews and Israel.

Carol Denbo
Swampscott 

Stop the pro-BDS event at UMass
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By Alan M. Dershowitz

This promises to be 
a good Passover for 
the Jewish people 

and for Israel. The Jewish 
community in America 
has never been stron-
ger, more admired, and 
more successful. Israel is 
thriving, with an enviable 
economy, a powerful mili-
tary and a new government. It’s the best 
of times – and that is always danger-
ous for the Jewish people. Historically, 
the best of times, have often been fol-
lowed by the most dangerous of times. 
From the thriving Jewish community in 
Esther’s Persia, to the Weimar Republic, 
Jewish success has often been followed 
by envy and efforts to bring us down. As 
the holiday prayers remind us, in every 
generation they tried to destroy us. Now 
is no exception.

Our enemies are all around us, waiting 

to pounce. On universi-
ty campuses, anti-Isra-
el groups try to silence 
pro-Israel speakers. 
Anti-Israel professors 
grade down pro-Israel 
students. University 
departments officially 
sponsor anti-Israel, 
and sometimes anti-
Semitic events. Young 
members of Congress 

employ anti-Semitic tropes, claiming they 
are merely anti-Zionist. 

In the Middle East, Iran threatens 
Israel both directly and through its sur-
rogate, Hezbollah. Hamas continues to 
inflict psychic and physical damage on 
the residents of southern Israel. The war 
in Syria moves closer and closer to Israel’s 
northern border. The United Nations 
continues to condemn Israel more than 
all the other countries in the world com-
bined.

Notwithstanding these threats, both 

the Jewish community and Israel stand 
strong at the moment. It’s the future we 
must worry about. The young students 
and members of Congress who demon-
ize Israel may become future leaders. 
Their current idle threats may someday 
endanger the bipartisan support Israel 

still receives, despite the efforts by the 
radical fringe of the Democratic Party to 
weaken it. 

Passover is a holiday of remembering 
the past to avoid recurrence of bad times. 
We are obliged to tell our children about 
the past so that they may fight for the 
liberty and freedom of the Jewish people.

So when we sit down with our family 
and friends for the Seders, it is incum-
bent on all of us to remember to avoid 
the trap of believing that the present 
is necessarily predictive of the future. 
Today’s good times and strength can 
quickly turn to bad times and weakness, 
as history has demonstrated. Jews can 
never take their freedom for granted and 
must always fight to preserve it. Passover 
is the holiday of liberation. Zionism is 
the national liberation movement of the 
Jewish people. Israel is where a majority 
of the world’s Jews will soon live. May the 
Jewish people and their national home-
land continue to thrive from generation 
to generation.

Alan M. Dershowitz is the Felix 
Frankfurter Professor of Law Emeritus  
at Harvard Law School and author 
of “The Case Against the Democrats 
Impeaching Trump,” Skyhorse 
Publishing, 2019. Follow Alan 
Dershowitz on Twitter: @AlanDersh.

By Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg and  

Rabbi Lauren Holtzblatt

On Passover, Jews are 
commanded to tell the 
story of the Exodus and 

to see ourselves as having lived 
through that story, so that we 
may better learn how to live our 
lives today. The stories we tell 
our children shape what they 
believe to be possible – which 
is why at Passover, we must 
tell the stories of the women 
who played a crucial role in the 
Exodus narrative. 

The Book of Exodus, much 
like the Book of Genesis, opens 
in pervasive darkness. Genesis 
describes the earth as “unformed 
and void, with darkness over the 
surface of the deep.” In Exodus, 
darkness attends the accession 
of a new Pharaoh who feared 
the Israelites and so enslaved 
them. God alone lights the way 
out of the darkness in Genesis. 
But in Exodus, God has many 
partners, first among them, five 
brave women. 

There is Yocheved, Moses’ 

mother, and Shifra and Puah, 
the famous midwives. Each 
defies Pharaoh’s decree to kill 
the Israelite baby boys. And 
there is Miriam, Moses’ sis-
ter, about whom the following 
midrash is taught: 

“[When Miriam’s only broth-
er was Aaron] she prophesied… 

‘My mother is destined to bear a 
son who will save Israel.’ When 
[Moses] was born the whole 
house… filled with light[.] 
[Miriam’s] father arose and 
kissed her on the head, saying, 
‘My daughter, your prophecy 
has been fulfilled.’ But when 

they threw [Moses] into the river 
her father tapped her on the 
head saying, ‘Daughter, where is 
your prophecy?’ So it is written, 
“And [Miriam] stood afar off to 
know what would be[come of] 
the latter part of her prophecy.”

Finally, there is Pharaoh’s 
daughter Batya, who defies her 
own father and plucks baby 
Moses out of the Nile. The 
midrash reminds us that Batya 
knew exactly what she doing: 

When Pharaoh’s daughter’s 
handmaidens saw that she 
intended to rescue Moses, they 

attempted to dissuade her, and 
persuade her to heed her father. 
They said to her: “Our mistress, 
it is the way of the world that 
when a king issues a decree, 
it is not heeded by the entire 
world, but his children and 
the members of his household 
do observe it, and you wish to 
transgress your father’s decree?”

But transgress she did. These 
women had a vision leading out 
of the darkness shrouding their 
world. They were women of 
action, prepared to defy author-
ity to make their vision a reality 

bathed in the light of the day. 
Retelling the heroic stories of 

Yocheved, Shifra, Puah, Miriam 
and Batya reminds our daugh-
ters that with vision and the 
courage to act, they can carry 
forward the tradition those 
intrepid women launched. 

While there is much light in 
today’s world, there remains 
in our universe disheartening 
darkness, inhumanity spawned 
by ignorance and hate. We 
see horrific examples in the 
Middle East, parts of Africa, 
and Ukraine. The Passover story 
recalls to all of us – women 
and men – that with vision and 
action we can join hands with 
others of like mind, kindling 
lights along paths leading out of 
the terrifying darkness.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg is a 
Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court. Rabbi Lauren 
Holtzblatt is a rabbi at 
Adas Israel Congregation in 
Washington, D.C. This essay is 
part of American Jewish World 
Service’s Chag v’Chesed series.

A Good Passover

The heroic and visionary women of Passover 

BDS program promotes  
anti-Jewish racism

BDS is simply a movement that pro-
motes anti-Jewish racism. It wears a thin 
disguise of “disagreement” with Israeli 
policies but wherever it organizes, BDS 
meetings like this lead to anti-Semit-
ic incidents aimed at students in their 
dorms (most recently Emory University), 
full professors (and junior professors) 
in their offices (at Columbia University 
Teachers’ College), and even students 
on their way to class (at Columbia and 
elsewhere). 

Openly racist activities against Jewish 
young women and men (students) and 
middle-aged faculty occurred during and 
in the days after a conference to sup-
port BDS held on University of North 
Carolina’s campus and sponsored by 
UNC Departments and Duke University 
Departments that promote “correct iden-
tities only” theories of politics, sociology, 
and history – just like the ones listed at 
UMass. 

Roger Waters and Linda Sarsour can 
be found all over the Internet linking up 
to and covering for pro-Hamas (Hamas 
as in “Jihad” as in “Kill All Jewish People 
Anywhere They Are On Earth”). 

Sarsour – with no academic back-
ground to speak of – styles herself a 

“public health” advocate, but defends car 
rammings, stabbings, stonings, Molotov 
cocktail attacks on Jewish and other 
Israeli civilians by teenagers (trained by 
the terrorists of the PLO and Hamas). One 
would imagine that being alive would be 
a prerequisite to health. Whatever can be 

done by Governor Baker, the Chancellor 
of the University System, the President of 
UMass, and the agencies that accredit the 
University to stop this hate-fest should be 
done – and done soon!

Serge Lang

An insult to Jewish students
This event is at a public institution 

... where I attended college ... take it to 
Smith. How insulting to Jewish students 
to bring these haters to campus!

Michele Locker

On defending oppression 
I love that the Department of Women 

& Gender Studies is defending people 
who oppress women and kill gays instead 
of Israel, where women have equal rights 
under law and gays are free to live in 
peace.

 Robin Bass 

UMass endorsement?
Note, this is sponsored and endorsed 

by several UMass departments; endors-
ing a festival with noted people who not 
only attack Israel, but have made blatant-
ly anti-Jewish comments. If not directly 
endorsed by UMass, it is most definitely 
de facto endorsed. I guarantee you there 
will be an uptake of violence and hostility 
against Jews on campus before and after 
this event. Just ask the students at Duke, 
North Carolina, NYU, Emory, and the list 
goes on.

Bruce Weingart

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR via email

Roger Waters will lead a BDS panel at UMass-Amherst on May 4.

We are obliged to tell  
our children about the past  
so that they may fight for  
the liberty and freedom of  

the Jewish people.

These women had a 
vision leading out of 

the darkness shrouding 
their world. They were 

women of action, 
prepared to defy 

authority to make their 
vision a reality bathed in 

the light of the day. 



MAY 1, 2019 • 7:00 pm
Higgins Middle School, 85 Perkins Street, Peabody, MA

During the ceremony, the Center will honor Holocaust survivors and victims. 
Children and grandchildren of Holocaust 
survivors and victims are encouraged 
to join survivors for a Candle-Lighting 
Ceremony. The Yom HaShoah Community 
Holocaust Commemoration will include 
two keynote talks by Holocaust survivor, 
Janet Applefield, and photographer  
Richard Wiesel. 
Prayers will be led by Congregation  
Shirat Hayam Cantor Alty Weinreb. 

The Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies 
at Salem State invites you to participate in our annual 

Yom HaShoah Commemoration 

A Free Public Event

Always the Lowest Air Fares • Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe • Far East • The Caribbean • Florida • Arizona • Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

420 Harvard Street, Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

HAPPY
PASSOVER!

“The Fan Store of Marblehead Sports”
Sporting Goods  •  Custom Apparel  •  T-Shirts

26 Hawkes Street, Marblehead, MA  01945
781-639-7778  |  www.marbleheadsportshop.com

Crazy Shorts
ARE IN! LIMITED SUPPLY!

Patricia Alexanian Gina Abbott

www.Upscale Tag Sales.com
An Estate Sale Company

Professional, Knowledgable, Thoughtful …
sale of your possessions

 Free Consultations Wonderful References

781.720.8383

198 Rantoul St.  |  Beverly, MA
978-921-4710  |  BeverlyBootstraps.org

BeverlyBootstraps
EMBRACE • EDUCATE • EMPOWERBB
THRIFT SHOP

Earth Day Celebration
Saturday, April 20th
9:30 am - 4:00 pm

Home Decor
Garden Art

Jewelry
Up-cycled Items

Clothing
and other 

Earthly Goods
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This is not the first Passover 
JArts has devoted to exploring 
what freedom means in a con-
temporary context. Last year, 
the organization worked with 
London-based Jewish artist Julia 
Vogl to create a massive public 
art project called “Pathways to 
Freedom” in Boston Common. 
In keeping with the Passover 
spirit, Vogl began the project 
with a questionnaire asking 
people four questions: 

•  When did you or your family 
come to the Boston area?

•  Do you feel free?
•  I feel free when …
•  If freedom was a food, it 

would be symbolized as …

1800 people from 28 differ-

ent locations in Greater Boston 
responded to these four ques-
tions, which each offered mul-
tiple-choice answers and a cor-
responding design created by 
computer software. Using the 
computer-generated printouts 
of the designs, respondents 
created pins that were ulti-
mately installed in the walk-
ways surrounding the Soldiers 
and Sailors Monument on the 
Common last spring. 

“A gentleman from Venezuela 
came [to the sculpture], and 
when he saw his pin, he broke 
into tears,” recalled Baron. “He 
said, ‘I am not a documented 
resident. I’ve been here for 30 
years, and this is the first time I 
really feel like part of the com-
munity.’”

“Poem Without An End” by Yehuda Amichai on an MBTA train to 
honor Passover and National Poetry Month.

Artist Julia Vogl traveled to 28 
locations throughout Greater 
Boston to ask people what free-
dom means to them.
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Donna Kagan’s
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978.535.0770
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PROFESSIONAL  
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High-Energy, But Not Over the Top
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10% OFF!
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Customizable, Personal

THE PERFECT VENUE 
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French Jewish community offers 
solidarity after Notre-Dame fire 

PARIS – Members of the 
Jewish community reacted with 
sadness to the massive fire that 
burst through the roof of the 
Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris 
on Monday and toppled its spire.

“From Berlin, the heart struck 
in front of the flames, the rav-
age and the ashes. A treasure 
of civilization, for the one who 
believed in heaven and for the 
one who did not believe in it. 
The Europe of civilization, of 
holy hopes, of greatness and of 
sweetness. Struck in the heart,” 
French Jewish writer and phi-
losopher Bernard-Henri Lévy wrote on Twitter.

“Terrible images of the Cathedral of Paris in flames. Solidarity 
and fraternal thoughts to the Catholics of France. Immense sad-
ness in the face of this tragedy that is burying our country,” 
tweeted Francis Kalifat, president of the Conseil Représentatif des 
Institutions juives de France, the umbrella organization for Jewish 
organizations in France.

The roof was undergoing construction. As of Tuesday, the fire 
was being called an accident, though an investigation is underway.

A memorial to those deported from Vichy France to Nazi con-
centration camps during the Holocaust, Mémorial des Martyrs de 
la Déportation, is located underground behind the cathedral.

The American Jewish Committee said it is “heartbroken.”
“This is a tragedy for Catholics, the people of France, and all who 

revere that majestic edifice. We are hopeful that it will be swiftly 
restored to its prior splendor,” tweeted AJC.

“Notre-Dame Cathedral is an icon of the Parisian skyline and a 
testament to human ingenuity. Let us all hope for a speedy resolu-
tion to this tragedy before more priceless history is lost,” tweeted 
the World Jewish Congress.

Israeli scientists reveal 
first complete 3D print of heart

The first 3D print of a complete heart was disclosed by Israeli 
scientists on Monday.

The Tel Aviv University researchers called it a “major medical 
breakthrough,” advancing options for transplants even though the 
3D possibility is a long way off from being available mainstream.

“Researchers must now teach the printed hearts ‘to behave’ like 
real ones,” reported The Times of Israel. “The cells are currently 
able to contract, but do not yet have the ability to pump.”

Project leader Tal Dvir said this was “the first time anyone any-
where has successfully engineered and printed an entire heart 
replete with cells, blood vessels, ventricles and chambers.”

“People have managed to 3D-print the structure of a heart in the 
past, but not with cells or with blood vessels,” he added.

The findings were published in the peer-reviewed journal 
Advanced Science.

“Maybe, in 10 years, there will be organ printers in the finest 
hospitals around the world, and these procedures will be conduct-
ed routinely,” said Dvir.

The Notre-Dame fire

Jewish World and Mideast News
— from Jewish News Service (JNS.org) —



Imagine thousands of people united in song
Koolulam, the world-famous singing sensation from Israel, is coming to Boston for their first U.S. tour. Save the date for  
this immersive musical experience to celebrate Israel’s 71st Independence Day on Sunday, June 2 from 3:00–6:00 p.m. 

Learn more at jewishboston.com/celebrateisrael 

In partnership with

FINE CHINESE CUISINE
373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Happy Passover
We hope everyone celebrating Passover and Easter have a wonderful holiday!

Rehearsal Dinners • Anniversaries • Birthdays
SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm

Luncheon Specials: MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm
TEL 978-531-3366 • FAX 978-531-3060 • www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200 

Casual Daytime Wear
to Black Tie Party Wear

COME SEE… WHAT’S NEW!

SPRING 
into STYLE!

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA ~ 781-289-3672
By Appointment | Entrance at Rear of House | Major Credit Cards

* Prior purchases & special orders excluded. Selected merchandise.

UP 
TO

*SALE         50%
 OFF* Extraordinary, Contemporary  

Clothing for Today’s Woman

Selma’sSelma’s

A Happy, Healthy 
PASSOVER

to all our 
Friends and Customers!
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Looking Ahead
APRIL 19
LUNCH AND LEARN: ISRAEL 
AND THE MIDDLE EAST, at the 
JCCNS. Join us for a talk with JCCNS 
Executive Director, Marty Schneer, 
who will focus on the time period from 
the founding of Israel in 1948 until the 
present day. He will cover major events 
over the years to provide background 
for a thorough review of the current 
circumstances and prospects for 
peace. Register in advance by calling 
781-631-8330. $15. 11 a.m. JCCNS 4 
Community Road, Marblehead.

FIRST NIGHT SEDER with 
Temple Sinai. Seating is limited. Save 
a seat and purchase your ticket ($18-
45) at http://bit.ly/tsmrsvp; attention 
Passover, or make your check payable 
to Temple Sinai, 1 Community Road, 
Marblehead, MA 01945.

FAST OF THE FIRST BORN 
Siyyum Service. Exploring Judaism: 
The 5 Megillot (Books of Ruth, Esther, 
Lamentations, Ecclesiastes and Song 
of Songs). 8 – 9:30 a.m. Temple 
Emmanuel of Wakefield, 120 Chestnut 
St., Wakefield.

JAZZ COMPOSERS ALLIANCE 
Concert/CD release party. The Jazz 
Composers Alliance will present new 
music by resident composers David 
Harris, Darrell Katz and Bob Pilkington, 
and will be celebrating the release 
of the group’s 10th CD, “Rats Live 
On No Evil Star.” Donations are $15, 
and $10 for students and seniors. For 
information, call 781-899-3130, or 
info@jazzcomposersalliance.org, or visit 
jazzcomposersalliance.org. 8 p.m. Black 
Box Theater at the Mosesian Center For 
The Arts, 321 Arsenal St., Watertown.

COMMUNITY PASSOVER 
SEDER at Chabad of Peabody. $40 per 
person. Enjoy the story of Exodus with 
humor and melody with a gourmet meal 
and array of wine. Hebrew and English 
Haggadahs. 7:30 p.m. JewishPeabody.
com for more info and to reserve.

APRIL 20
COMMUNITY PASSOVER 
SEDER with Temple Emmanuel of 
Wakefield. Last day to register, April 
17th at https://donorbox.org/wakefield-
seder-2019, or by contacting  Susan 
Silbovitz at sbreger94@gmail.com., 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Rabbi Greg Hersh will 
conduct our Seder Service. A catered, 
kosher for Passover, four course dinner 
will be served. For questions, email 
Susan at sbreger94@gmail.com. 120 
Chestnut St., Wakefield.

6TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 

April 28 – 
May 9

Sponsored by Prime Motor Group and Sharon and Howard Rich. To find 
out more about each movie, or to reserve seats,  
visit jccns.org, or call 781-631-8330.

Submit your Calendar listings to 
calendar@jewishjournal.org



2ND NIGHT PASSOVER SEDER 
with Congregation Agudas Achim-Ezrath 
Israel, led by Sexton Wayne Freedman. 
6 p.m. $36 per person; $10 under 
13. Reservations must be paid for in 
advance, for more information contact 
Barbara Weiner at 781-324-0108. Send 
check made out to Cong. AA-EI to: 
Barbara Weiner 140 Mills St. Malden, 
MA 02148. 245 Bryant Street Malden.

ANNUAL COMMUNITY 
POTLUCK PASSOVER SEDER 
with Temple Emmanuel of the Merrimack 
Valley. Families are asked to bring one 
or two food items (to serve eight to 10 
people total) that don’t require heating. 
Please follow these guidelines: no pork 
or shellfish; no leavened products; 
legumes and rice are fine, per current 
Reform practice. 5 - 7 p.m. ($3 - $18) 
RSVP to: seder@temv.org. Temple 
Emanuel of the Merrimack Valley, 151 
Warren St., Lowell.

ANNUAL TAA COMMUNITY 
SEDER on the Second Night of 
Passover. $40/per adult, kids ages 4-13, 
$18/person, children under 3 - free. 
All other reservations must be made 
and paid for in full at taagloucester.org. 
Space is limited. Temple Ahavat Achim, 
86 Middle St., Gloucester.

MYSTICAL PASSOVER SEDER 
at Chabbad Community Shul. Join Rabbi 
Yossi Lipsker on a mystical journey 
through the Haggadah on the second 
Seder night. RSVP at chabadave.
wufoo.com/forms/north-shore-mystical-
passover-seder. 7:45 p.m. $50 adult; $20 
child. 44 Burrill St., Swampscott.

ANNE FANK, A LIFE TO 
REMEMBER A story of perseverance, 
hope and love. The community is 
invited to a one-woman performance 
by Sheryl Faye portraying Anne Frank. 
11:30 a.m.: free performance open to 
all; 12:30 p.m.: brunch with pre-paid 
reservation and limited to 70 people ($12 
adult; $8 - children under 13). To RSVP, 
contact Barbara Sigel at 978-536-2018 
or email shalomhadassah@comcast.net. 
Congregation Sons of Israel, Park and 
Spring St., Peabody.

APRIL 24 – MAY 19
MY MOTHER’S ITALIAN - MY 
FATHER’S JEWISH & I’M IN 
THERAPY Starring Peter Fogel. One 
part lasagna, one part kreplach and 
two parts Prozac, you don’t have to 
be Jewish or Italian to love this show. 
regenttheatre.com, 781-646-4849. 
Tickets: 781-646-4849; playhouseinfo.
com. Regent Theatre, 7 Medford St., 
Arlington Center. 

APRIL 28
PRETTY PLANTINGS AND 
PICTURE PERFECT! Local floral 
artist, Lauren Genovesi of Lumiere 
Lauren will help participants of all ages 
to create their very own individual 
succulent design or floral crown. You’ll 
also have the opportunity to sit with 
Amy Bucher, a local photographer 

and President/Owner of Amy Bucher 
Photographic Artist, Inc. For a backdrop 
portrait session featuring your child and 
any other family member(s) of your 
choice. $35 per family and limited to 30 
families. RSVP no later than Monday, 
April 22nd by contacting Heather 
Greenberg at hgreenberg@jccns.com. 
10 a.m. JCCNS 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

FOR OUR FATHERS An evening 
of song and art, presented by Temple 
Ahavat Achim and the Gloucester 
Meetinghouse Foundation. Acclaimed 
Austrian soprano Ute Gfrerer and 
renowned Boston artist Lisa Rosowsky, 
present an evening of song and art, 
based on the legacy of silence of their 
two fathers during World War II, one 
an Austrian member of the Nazi Youth 
Party, and one a French Jew. In a unique 
collaboration, the two artists present 
a Holocaust-themed program of music 
and mixed media artworks, based on 
memories of their fathers. 7:30 p.m. 
forourfathers.com. Tickets ($45-$30) at 
the door or at gloucestermeetinghouse.
org. 10 Church St., Gloucester

APRIL 30
JEWISH BOOK GROUP OF THE 
NORTH SHORE The community is 

invited to an 
evening with 
author Lior 
Samson, who 
will discuss 
his latest 
book “Distant 
Sons.” From 
the Jewish 
ghetto of tiny 
Frauenkirchen 
in 19th-century 
Austria-

Hungary to a tight-knit Catholic 
community in the American Midwest 
at the turn of the 20-th century, 
Distant Sons explores connections and 
separation, theme and variation in the 
lives of two generations.  Based on 
real events and inspired by real people, 
Distant Sons is a testimony to the 
strength of the human spirit and the 
resilience of ordinary people. RSVPs 
are requested to Sharon Wyner at 978-
565-4450 or swyner@lappinfoundation.
org.  The program is free and open to all.  
Walk-ins are welcome. 7 p.m., Temple 
Tiferet Shalom, 489 Lowell St., Peabody. 

MAY 1
YOM HASHOAH PROGRAM 
As we gather to remember the six 
million who perished and the many who 
resisted the Nazis, CDT member Jaime 
Wurzel will share stories of his parents’ 
experiences during the Holocaust. 
Children of Hasidic families, his father 
fought with the partisans during the 
war and his mother survived Auschwitz. 
After the war they immigrated to 
Bolivia. The program will be appropriate 
for older children (11 and above). For 
more information, call 617-965-0330 or 
email info@dorsheitzedek.org. 7:30 - 9 
p.m. Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, 60 
Highland St., West Newton.

MAY 15
“FINAL WHISTLE ON HATE” the 
New England Revolution and Chelsea FC, 
of the English Premier League, will play 
a charity match for the “Final Whistle 
on Hate” at Gillette Stadium. Kicking 
off at 8 p.m. The match will be played 
against a backdrop of ongoing anti-
Semitism and discrimination around the 

world with all proceeds from the match 
being dedicated to initiatives to combat 
anti-Semitism and all hate crimes. 
The match’s primary beneficiaries will 
include the World Jewish Congress, 
the Tree of Life synagogue, the 
Anti-Defamation League, and the 
Holocaust Educational Trust. Tickets at: 
Ticketmaster.com, Revolutionsoccer.net, 
or 1-877-GET-REVS.

MAY 15, 22, 29
ISRAEL DANCING FOR 
BEGINNERS Taught by Marla Mindel, 
Israeli dance teacher. Instructions will 
begin at 7 p.m., arrive by 6:50 to check-
in. RSVPs requested to Susan Feinstein 
at sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org or 
978-740-4431. 

THE HIT NEW YORK COMEDY

APRIL 24 - 
MAY 19, 2019

Philip Roger Roy Presents

Wed 7 pm, Thurs 2 & 7 pm, Fri 8 pm, 
Sat 2 & 8 pm, Sun 2 pm

Tickets: 781-646-4849 • Groups (12+): 1-888-264-1788
PlayhouseInfo.com

One part lasagna, one part kreplach 
& two parts Prozac, you don’t have to 
be Jewish or Italian to love this show. 
All you need is to know what it feels 

like to leave a family dinner with 
heartburn & a headache! 

“Amazing! Hysterical!
A Wonderful Show! 

I Still Hurt From Laughing!” 
- BroadwayWorld.com

“As Heartwarming As Comfort Food. 
Everyone Can Relate to This!”

- Martha Stewart Living Radio

“Hysterically Funny! 
Non-Stop Laughs All The Way!” 

- Regis Philbin, Live With Regis & Kelly

Starring Peter Fogel

Generously sponsored by Prime Motor Group and Sharon & Howard Rich
TO RESERVE YOUR SEATS,  
PLEASE CALL THE JCCNS  

WELCOME CENTER AT 781-631-8330

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER 

AVI JORISCH
Entrepreneur, Middle East expert,  
and author of Thou Shalt Innovate.

GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY  
SHARON AND HOWARD RICH

FREE COMMUNITY EVENT

JCC OF THE NORTH SHORE

INTERNATIONAL
JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

6th 
Annual

Featured as part of the

north shore

A celebration of  
Yom Ha’atzmaut 

in partnership with Torah Hub

Tuesday, May 7th at 7:00PM at Temple Emanu-El in Marblehead

Sustainable Nation Sustainable Nation 
FILM SCREENING OF 

Week of Friday, April 19 through Thursday, April 25, 2019

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

Visit our website for other showtimes

AVENGERS: ENDGAME (PG-13) 
Thu: 7:00 PM

PET SEMATARY (R) 
Fri: (2:00), (4:25), 6:45, 9:15

Sat: (11:30 AM), (2:00),  
(4:25), 6:45, 9:15

Sun: (11:30 AM), (2:00), (4:25), 6:45
Mon & Tue: (4:25), 6:45

Wed: (4:00), 6:15  •  Thu: (4:25), 6:45

SHAZAM! (PG-13) 
Fri: (1:35), (4:15), 7:00, 9:45

Sat: (11:00 AM), (1:35),  
(4:15), 7:00, 9:45

Sun: (11:00 AM), (1:35), (4:15), 7:00
Mon & Tue: (4:15), 7:00

Wed: (3:45), 6:15  •  Thu: (4:00 PM)

US (R) 
Fri: (1:50), (4:40), 7:15, 9:50

Sat: (11:15 AM), (1:50),  
(4:40), 7:15, 9:50

Sun: (11:15 AM), (1:50), (4:40), 7:15
Mon & Tue: (4:40), 7:15

Wed: (4:00), 6:20  •  Thu: (4:40 PM)

THE HEIRESSES (LAS HEREDERAS) (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in 

our intimate 18-seat Screening Room
Fri: (2:45), (4:45), 7:20, 9:15

Sat: (12:00), (2:45), (4:45), 7:20, 9:15
Sun: (12:00), (2:45), (4:45), 7:20

Mon & Tue: (4:45), 7:20
Wed: (4:15), 6:20
Thu: (4:45), 7:20
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to each person and to heal-
ing the world,” said DeGroot, 
who noted that amidst a wide-
ranging, free-flowing debate, the 
Haggadah can sometimes fall to 
the wayside. “The feeling of per-
mission to speak I think is the 
first piece. Our heads aren’t in 
the Haggadah – our heads go in 
and out of the Haggadah, and 
the Haggadah can get put down 
for 45 minutes while we have a 
discussion.” 

Marblehead pediatrician 
Karen Gruskin’s Seder fol-
lows her chosen Haggadah, 
“In Every Generation,” by PJ 
Library, a little more closely. 
However, Gruskin adds her 
own questions that lead to 
discussions of contemporary 
issues like the #MeToo move-
ment, LGBTQ rights, Israel, and 
refugees. “There’s jumping off 
points where it allows for dis-
cussion, and I pose the ques-
tion and allow people to at will 
speak up,” she said.

Gruskin chose “In Every 
Generation” because it allows 
for a concise 30-minute Seder 
(which happens to be the 
exact title of another popular 

Haggadah by Robert Kopman), 
has a good ratio of Hebrew 
and English, and is accessible 
and up-to-date. “It’s a Reform 
Haggadah that covers the high 
points, that is culturally sensi-
tive to where we are as Jews in 
America in the 21st century,” 
she said. “It has Hebrew and 
English, which I think is helpful 
for an interfaith family or fami-
lies where there’s non-Hebrew 
speakers, or people who didn’t 
grow up with that level of 
Hebrew education. There’s not 
a lot of fluff in it.”

Lynn Nadeau of Marblehead, 
who is a member of the Jewish 
Journal Board of Overseers, 
also went the “no-fluff” 
route when creating her own 
Haggadah called the “Promised 
Land Haggadah,” which she 
wrote in the hopes of bring-
ing out hidden meaning in the 
Passover story. “I wanted to 

subtract rather than add – go 
barebones so as to uncover the 
real meaning of the telling,” 
she said. “I wanted short sen-
tences so the reading would be 
shared around the table with-
out a leader. I wanted the basic 
Hebrew blessings.”

In Greater Boston, special-
ized Seders have created their 
own Haggadot that tie the 
Passover story to the experi-
ences of marginalized commu-
nities. Rebecca Redner, an edu-
cational specialist at Gateways, 
a Newton-based organization 
promoting Jewish educa-
tion for people of all abilities, 
worked with a committee of 
disability rights activists to cre-
ate “The Gateways Haggadah,” 
a Haggadah for children with 
disabilities, and “The Inclusive 
Haggadah” for adults. “There’s 
a lot of parallels between the 
experience of slavery and the 

experience of disability in 
modern society,” said Redner. 
“We wanted to highlight that 
connection and have people 
think, ‘Where in my life do I 
feel limited, and what can I do 
about it?” 

Keshet, a Boston-based 
Jewish LGBTQ rights organiza-
tion, has compiled on its web-
site a list of several LGBTQ-
themed Haggadot, including 
the “Stonewall Seder” and 
the “JQ International GLBT 
Haggadah.” Keshet has also 
published LGBTQ Haggadah 
supplements, like the “Four 
Allies: The Four Questions” 
or “A Family Coming Out 
Journey,” which discuss how 
to support the LGBTQ commu-
nity on its quest for freedom 
from persecution. 

For its Nation of Immigrants 
interfaith Seder, the Anti-
Defamation League created 
a Haggadah that retells the 
story of Passover through the 

lens of immigration. In addi-
tion to traditional Hebrew 
prayers and English texts, the 
Haggadah provides quotes and 
readings from Martin Luther 
King, Emma Lazarus, and John 
F. Kennedy to show how the 
Passover story is an allegory for 
immigration, and participants 
are invited to share their per-
sonal stories. “We begin with 
the verse from Leviticus that 
says, ‘You shall not oppress the 
stranger, because you your-
selves were strangers in the 
land of Egypt,’” said Rabbi 
David Sandmel, ADL’s director 
of interreligious engagement. 

Nadeau had a similar vision 
when creating her Haggadah. “I 
wanted to include the strang-
er so that they related to the 
struggle for the creation of a 
society which emerged from 
slavery carrying their memo-
ries and ideals forward. I want-
ed to tell our story in a way that 
all could connect to.”

On the North Shore, Haggadot bring Passover to life
from page 1

Laurel Dolan enjoys the Temple Emanu-El community seder, which 
follows a Haggadah edited by Rabbi David Meyer.

The ADL Nation of Immigrants Seder draws parallels between 
Exodus and stories of contemporary immigration.

Meyer believes that 
a good Haggadah 
asks questions and 

suggests alternative and 
supplemental readings, 
because a Seder is “not 

a performance; it’s a 
symposium.”
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Just days after an Israeli 
spacecraft crash-landed on the 
moon, Israel announced that 
it would build a new craft and 
attempt another moon landing. 

SpaceIL Chairman Morris 
Kahn said the craft would be 
named Beresheet 2, which will 
honor Beresheet, the first craft. 
Kahn said the second Israeli 
spacecraft would achieve a 
lunar landing. “This is part of 
my message to the younger gen-
eration: Even if you do not suc-
ceed, you get up again and try,” 
said Kahn, who plans to form a 
new group of private donors to 
support Beresheet 2. He said the 
new project would begin imme-
diately.

Preliminary data supplied 
by the engineering teams of 
SpaceIL and Israel Aerospace 
Industries (IAI) suggests a tech-
nical glitch in one of Beresheet’s 
components triggered the chain 
of events that caused the main 
engine of the spacecraft to mal-
function. Without the main 
engine working properly, it was 
impossible to stop Beresheet’s 
velocity. Beresheet overcame the 
issue by restarting the engine. 
However, by that time, its veloc-
ity was too high to slow down 
and the landing could not be 
completed as planned.

Preliminary technical infor-
mation collected by the teams 
shows that the first technical 
issue occurred 14 kilometers 
(8.7 miles) above the moon. At 
150 meters (492 feet) from the 
ground, when the connection 
with the spacecraft was lost 
completely, Beresheet was mov-
ing vertically at 500 km/h (310.7 
miles) before it collided with 
the lunar surface. More tests are 
slated to be held in order for 
engineers to gain a better under-
standing of the events.

“IAI, together with SpaceIL, 
built the first Israeli spacecraft, 
Beresheet, which succeeded 
in traveling 400,000 kilometers 
(248,548.5 miles) from Israel 
until it touched the moon,” said 
Harel Locker, Chairman of IAI. 
“This is a tremendous techno-
logical achievement for the State 
of Israel, which is now among 
only seven superpowers who 
have reached this close to the 
moon. This project lasted eight 
years and contributed signifi-
cantly to the Israeli space indus-
try, which today became one of 
the leading space industries in 
the world.”

NOTICES
AXELROD, Saul, 91 – late of 
Beverly. Died on April 12, 2019. 
Husband of the late Muriel L. 
(Goldenberg) Axelrod. Son 
of the late Robert and Mollie 
(Lander) Axelrod. Father of 
Robert Axelrod of New York 
City, Dr. Howard Axelrod and 
his wife Susan of Clifton Park, 
N.Y., and Cantor Matthew 
Axelrod and his wife Tali of 
Fanwood, N.J. Grandfather of 
Jacob and Samuel, Rebecca 
and Sarah, and Judah and 
Joshua. Brother of the late 
Anne Zelermyer, Ruth Morris, 
and Arthur Axelrod. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

KUKULIYEV, Tsilya (Ravin-
ovich), 91 – late of Brookhaven, 
Ga., formerly of Malden. 
Died on April 2, 2019. Wife 
of the late Iviator Kukuliyev. 
Mother of Arkady, Janette, 
Gregory, and Diana. Sister of 

the late Karmeliya Anisimova. 
Grandmother of nine and 
great-grandmother of seven. 
(Goldman)

MILLER, Carole B. (Bookman), 
61 – late of Peabody, formerly of 
Winthrop. Died on April 5, 2019. 
Wife of Russell Miller. Daughter 
of Estelle and the late Edward 
Bookman. Mother of Stephanie 
Smith and her husband Eric, 
and Andrew Miller and his wife 
Sherry. Grandmother of Parker, 
Logan, Tucker, Cole, and Lexie. 
Sister of Sharon Osgood and 
her husband George, Michael 
Bookman, and Joanne and 
her husband Robert Masiello. 
Aunt of Eric Osgood, Adam 
Osgood, Stephen Bookman, 
Alyse Bookman, Laura Scearbo 
and Sarah Masiello. Niece of 
Marvin Ward. Cousin of Mindy 
Druckman-Mahannah, Jeffery 
Druckman, Larry Rosenfield, 

Barbie Tullis, and Rozie Provizer. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

NANES, Ethel (Rutberg), 95 
– late of Revere, formerly of 
Medford. Died on April 15, 
2019. Wife of the late Hyman 
Nanes. Mother of Marilyn and 
her husband Dr. Mark Orfinger, 
and Dr. Mark Nanes and his 
wife Dr. Harriette Perlstein. 
Grandmother of Rebecca and 
Matthew Wexler, Emily and 
Steven Auletta, Dr. Benjamin 
Nanes, and Dr. Matthew Nanes. 
Great-grandmother of Hannah 
Wexler, Sammy Auletta, and 
Rosie Auletta. Sister of the late 
Joseph Rutberg and the late 
Morris Rutberg. (Goldman)

SACHAR, Bruce N., 85 – late 
of Lynn. Died on April 15, 2019. 
Friend and companion of Ruth 
Ross. Son of the late Morris and 
Lena (Singer) Sachar. Father of 

Matthew Sachar and his wife 
Colleen, Stephanie Bartram 
and her husband Paul, and 
Michael Sachar. Grandfather 
of Colton and Cameron Sachar 
and Jennifer and Jackson 
Bartram. Brother of Bernice 
Sommerstein, the late Abbott 
Sachar, the late George Sachar, 
and the late June Salinsky. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

SEIGAL, Marion, 96 – late 
of Chelsea. Died on April 13, 
2019. Wife of the late Morris 
H. Seigal. Daughter of the 
late Barnett and Mary (Sklar) 
Feinberg. Mother of Jeffrey 
Seigal and his wife Sheara, Jay 
Seigal and his wife Patricia, and 
Maxine Ebb and her husband 
Michael. Grandmother of Lisa 
and Barry Chesky, John and 
Corey Ebb, Adam Seigal and his 
fiancée Sarah, Jared Seigal and 
his fiancée Therese, Kara Seigal, 

Aaron Seigal, and Jason Seigal. 
Sister of the late Ida Mann, the 
late Beatrice Sugarman, and the 
late Harry Feinberg. (Torf)

SLOANE, Marshall M., 92 – late 
of Chestnut Hill. Died on April 
6, 2019. Husband of Barbara 
(Gluck) Sloane. Father of Barry 
R. Sloane and his wife Dr. 
Candace Lapidus Sloane, Linda 
Sloane Kay and her husband 
Jonathan B. Kay, and Jonathan 
G. Sloane. Grandfather of 
Marshall M. Sloane II, Jacob G. 
Sloane II, Charles S.M. Sloane, 
Joshua B. Kay and his fiancée 
Brooke L. Patkin, Rachel Sloane 
Kay and Franklin A. Ross, Tallen 
K. Sloane, Austin W. Sloane, 
Tabor F. Sloane and Kensington 
A. Sloane. Brother of Elaine S. 
Blank and her husband Harry, 
the late Irene S. Gainsboro, 
Shirley S. Izen and Melvin 
Sloane. (Brezniak-Rodman)
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After crash, Israel to send another craft to the moon 

Photo: SpaceIL
A view of the moon from Israel’s Beresheet spacecraft. 
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gold Seder plate that displays the ritual foods eaten at 
the ceremonial meal. 

Pippa searches bins and boxes, tossing about rolling 
pins and pairs of socks, but the plate is nowhere to be 
found. When she ventures outside through her mouse 
hole to her garden and the fields beyond, the small but 
feisty Pippa asks for help from a big, scary black cat and 
a slithering snake. A wise owl and Golda Fish help Pippa 
find the plate in the most unlikely place, and Pippa and 
her friends gather at her home for the Seder.  

Kirkfield, also an early childhood educator, offers a 
kid-friendly introduction to the Seder. Weber  brings 
the story to life with a palette of springtime yellows and 
greens. Double-page spreads put readers right in the 
middle of the tall grasses and flowers of the fields and at 
a fish-filled glistening pond. The last page identifies all 
of the symbolic foods on Pippa’s Passover Seder plate.

 
“Around the Passover Table”

Tracy Newman; illustrated by Adriana Santos
Albert Whitman; ages 4-8

Join a family and 
their guests 
around their lively 

Passover table as they 
add warmth and joy 
to the Seder rituals, 
from washing hands 
to dipping greens, 
splitting the matzah 
for the afikoman, and 
welcoming Elijah the 
Prophet. Each verse 
ends with the refrain, 
“At our table for this 
Seder night,” mak-
ing it easy for kids to 
chime in.  Santos’ animated illustrations make this 
Seder an inclusive one, with an ethnically diverse group 
of family and friends and lots of energetic kids who are 
having fun. The author’s note at the back of the book 
explains Passover and includes definitions of Passover-
related words.

“A Seder for Grover”
Joni Kibort Sussman; illustrated by Tom Leigh

Kar-Ben; ages 1-4

Young fans of 
Grover, Big 
Bird, and 

their friends will 
be excited to join 
them  � and even 
Cookie Monster 
at a Seder at 
Avigail’s house in 
this new “Sesame 
Street” board 
book. The friends 
eat matzah, read 
the Haggadah, 
and ask the Four 

Questions. Sussman, the longtime publisher of scores 
of award-winning Jewish kids’ books, teams up with 
Sesame Street/Muppet book illustrator Tom Leigh to 
introduce the youngest kids to Passover.

“The Best Four Questions”
Rachelle Burk; illustrated by Melanie Florian

Kar-Ben; ages 3-8

 

This year at 
P a s s o v e r , 
it’s Marcy’s 

turn to ask the 
Four Questions at 
her family’s Seder. 
The spunky girl 
is the youngest 
in her family and 
she’s just learned 
to read. Her 
brother Jake is 
not so happy that 
he will no longer 
get to ask the Four Questions and won’t be the center 
of attention for the ritual. But the inquisitive young 

Marcy – who turns down all offers of help to prepare 
for her debut – surprises her family with her own 
ideas of what questions to ask, like “Why does Uncle 
Benjy always fall asleep during the Seder?” and “How 
many matzah balls are in grandma’s chicken soup?”  
In the end, big brother Jake lends a helping hand and 
they read the Hagaddah’s Four Questions together. 
Florian’s brightly colored animated illustrations cap-
ture Marcy’s enthusiasm for the festive holiday.

 
“Matzah Belowstairs”

Susan Lynn Meyer; illustrated by Mette Engell
Kar-Ben; ages 4-8

 

Aw a r d -
w i n i n g 
c h i l -

dern’s author 
Meyer serves 
up a humor-
filled Passover 
tale, with 
the human 
Winkler fam-
ily that lives in 
Apartment 4B, 
“abovestairs,”  
and the Mouse 
family that 

lives “belowstairs,” beneath the Winklers’ floorboards.
As the two families get ready to celebrate Passover 

in their separate homes, the Mouse family is worried 
because the Winklers have stored all their matzah in 
a tightly sealed tin box. Will the determined young 
Miriam Mouse be able to find enough matzah in the 
Winkler’s apartment for her family’s Seder? Kids will 
delight when Miriam and the young boy, Eli Winkler, 
come face-to-face on the hunt for the afikoman and 
Miriam finds the perfect solution for both families. 
Engell enlivens the story with large, colorful illustra-
tions from the mouse-size perspective. 

 

Mice and Muppets liven up this year’s Passover children’s books  
from page 1
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By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

When Israeli entrepre-
neur Ofir Paldi wanted to 
launch a technology spinoff of 
Shamaym, his innovative con-
sulting company, he set his 
sights on MassChallenge Israel, 
the accelerator program that 
had launched in Jerusalem.

Modeled on the Boston-
based MassChallenge, those 
selected for the highly com-
petitive, four-month program 
receive mentoring, office space, 
education, and access to a vast 
network and other resources to 
make the transition from con-
cept to viable business.   

MassChallenge Israel is a 
zero-equity accelerator pro-
gram, meaning it takes no 
money from startups. From its 
launch in 2015, Boston’s Jewish 
community has been among 
its backers, including support 
from the Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies of Greater 
Boston.

Paldi knew that for Shamaym 
to be successful with its new 
technology, the company had to 
move its product beyond Israel 
into the U.S. market.  Inspired 
by the briefing culture he 
observed in the Israeli Air Force, 
the company he launched in 
2012 developed an artificial 
intelligence-based program 
that helps companies improve 
communications, leadership, 
and performance.

Shamaym, taken from the 
Hebrew word for “heavens,” 
was selected for MassChallenge 
Israel’s 2017 cohort, and his 
company was one of the top 
10 that scored an all-expenses-
paid trip to Boston for mentor-
ship with MassChallenge.

“MassChallenge is a great 
way to get familiar with the 
U.S. market in the very early 
stage of a company’s develop-
ment,” Paldi said. One year 
later, he made the move to 

open Shamaym’s U.S. office in 
Greater Boston.

Early this month in 
Jerusalem, MassChallenge Israel 
announced its 2019 finalists, 
a group of 52 startups select-
ed from 500 candidates. The 
2019 group is the most glob-
ally diverse ever, with entrepre-
neurs from more than 40 coun-
tries including Colombia, South 
Africa, the United Kingdom, 
India, and across Israel.

More than one-third are led 
by female co-founders, accord-
ing to MassChallenge Israel. 
Once again, the top 10 start-
ups will spend time in Boston 
next summer, gaining coveted 
exposure to the MassChallenge 
network of entrepreneurs and 
investors. 

The stats MassChallenge 
Israel cites are impressive. So far, 
155 startups have been acceler-
ated, 7,000 jobs have been cre-
ated across the globe, and $155 
million has been raised. In addi-
tion, 40 companies are based in 
Jerusalem, creating more than 
2,000 jobs.  

MassChallenge Israel 
thrives in the Startup Nation

Photo by Penny Schwartz
Yonit Golub Serkin, managing 
director of MassChallenge Israel. 

By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

The Journal sat down with Yonit Golub Serkin, managing direc-
tor of Mass Challenge Israel, when she was in Boston a few weeks 
before the announcement.

What do you mean that the opportunity of Israel’s success in 
high tech is not evenly distributed?

Golub Serkin: It’s a global problem, but it is something that we 
see in Israel. If you were in the right military unit and graduated 
from the right university, and your family is well-connected, then 
it’s not difficult to access investors or the other stakeholders who 
can help you. But if you are outside of that, if you are a female, if 
you are Haredi, if you grew up speaking Arabic, grew up in a geo-
graphic periphery of the country, then it is much more difficult.

Why attract global entrepreneurs in MassChallenge Israel?

Golub Serkin: Innovation transforms Israel from being a com-
plicated and challenging news story to being the place of choice 
for an Indian entrepreneur to relocate. Now, we have created an 
ambassador. He has a real life story of why Israel was important 
for his professional development.  

What’s the talk of Israelis who have relocated with their busi-
nesses to Boston?

Golub Serkin:  It is cold and the direct flight makes it a lot eas-
ier. We’ve had a number of [MassChallenge Israel] alum who have 
relocated. The openness and welcome they receive in Boston’s 
Jewish community is unprecedented. It is meaningful to create 
ongoing relations.

DO YOU HAVE A NEWS TIP?
Please contact our news department at: editor@jewishjournal.org.

An interview with 
MassChallenge Israel director



Elegant Independent and  
Assisted Living, with  

Exceptional Alzheimer’s Care 

92 West Street, Wilmington, MA. Just off I-93 at Exit 38.

978-988-2300  •  WindsorPlaceOfWilmington.com

WINDSOR PLACE
O F  W I L M I N G T O N

An Assisted Living Residence

W

Try us...you’ll love us! Enjoy the
food and activities. Just relax! 

Ask about our

30 DAY 

TRIAL STAY

Pesach Sameach!

NEW TO THE JOURNALTHE GABLES OFFERS
• On-site Five Star Wellness & Rehab

• Fine dining prepared daily by our Executive Chef
• Diverse social, educational and cultural programs providing  

mental stimulation and physical exercise through our Lifestyle360 Programming
• Chauffeured transportation to medical appointments, shopping,  

cultural events, restaurants and local places of interest
• Computer center, library, activity center with demonstration kitchen, and bistro

• Spacious apartments, including full-size upgraded kitchens  
with granite countertops and stainless steel appliances
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social activities • small pets oK
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OP POR TU N I  TY A POAH Community

Preservation Housing Community Management, LLC

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246
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By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

MARBLEHEAD – Café 
Hakalah, which for the last 
decade has organized monthly 
gatherings of food, entertain-
ment, and camaraderie for sur-
vivors of Soviet and Nazi perse-
cution, derives its name from 
the Hebrew word for “safety.” 

“It’s the one place for many of 
the people where they feel safe 
being Jewish,” said Sue Spielman, 
who manages the Café Hakalah 
gathering in Brookline. “My very 
favorite story is when one of the 
guests came to the Seder and 
he said, ‘I needed to learn these 
words to say to you to properly 
in English: that I feel Jewish here, 
and I feel safe.’”

Passover is an especially reso-
nant holiday for a community 
that once escaped persecution. 
On April 10, JF&CS staff and vol-
unteers put together a Seder in 
both Russian and English that 
celebrated both Exodus stories. 
While the group of roughly 40 
enjoyed matzah, Manischewitz 
grape juice, and matzah ball 
soup, Rabbi David Cohen-
Henriquez of Temple Sinai in 
Marblehead led the group in a 
rendition of “Let My People Go” 
that included the refrain, “When 
Israel was in Soviet Russia, let 
my people go!”

Based on the descriptions of 
the Jews who lived there, Soviet 
Russia has a lot in common with 
the Egypt of Exodus. “We weren’t 
supposed to speak about [being 
Jewish],” said Vera Levina, now 
of Lynn, who grew up in Minsk, 
Belarus. “If we told somebody 
about it, my father would be in 
the gulag.”   

Because of the severe restric-
tions on Jewish life, some at Café 
Hakalah weren’t even entirely 
sure that they were Jewish. “I 
believed that my mother was 
not religious – only my grand-
mother was religious,” said 
Gelina Steinberg, who grew 
up in Moscow and now lives 
in Lynn. “We were very afraid.” 
According to Spielman, most 
attendees don’t belong to syna-
gogues, so Café Hakalah serves 
as their principal source of 
Jewish life.

“Café Hakalah is an opportu-
nity for people for people to learn 
about traditions of Judaism that 
they may be too embarrassed to 
say in another setting that they 
do,” said Spielman. 

According to Tarlin, Holo-
caust survivors don’t often talk 
about the traumatic experi-
ences of their childhoods, and 
prefer to focus the conversation 
on their current lives. None of 
the programming, which has 

included Jewish music, dancing, 
talks by rabbis, arts and crafts 
projects, and more, focuses on 
the persecution they endured. 
“We want them to come and 
enjoy and feel safe, and talking 
about their trauma is not neces-
sarily something that’s safe for 
them,” said Tarlin. 

Café Hakalah is just one of 
a few programs that JF&CS’s 
Schechter Holocaust Services 
runs for survivors, one-third of 
whom live at or under the pover-
ty level. Relying largely on funds 
from the Claims Conference, a 
New York-based organization 
that distributes funds from the 
German government to vic-
tims of Nazi persecution, JF&CS 
helps survivors with obtaining 
financial assistance, govern-
ment benefits, and home health 
services. 

“It helps me feel younger,” 
said Yakov Glauberman, who 
grew up in Ukraine. “It helps me 
feel connected.”

Survivors of persecution gather  
in safety at Café Hakalah

Isaak and Zina Bronfin of Swampscott enjoy Café Hakalah’s Seder.



By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

Each year at Passover, we are 
reminded that even though the 
original story is generations old, 
we are supposed to engage it 
as if we were the slaves who 
escaped from Egypt.

A plainly worded Haggadah 
can leave the children at the 
Seder table squirming in their 
chairs until it’s time to find the 
afikoman. This year, however, 
there is a new edition, dynami-
cally drawn by award-winning 
cartoonist Jordan B. “Gorf” 
Gorfinkel.

While Gorfinkel, who attend-
ed Boston University, may be 
best known for reinvigorating 
the Batman franchise at DC 
Comics, he is also called upon 
to produce custom content for 
corporations through his own 
company, Avalanche Comics 
Entertainment. Each week, fans 
around the world enjoy his syn-
dicated comic, “Everything’s 
Relative.” And while he enjoys 
international acclaim, Gorfinkel 
makes time every summer 
to bring his Jewish Cartoon 
Workshop to Camp Yavneh in 
Northwood, N.H.

In the new “Passover Hag-
gadah Graphic Novel” that came 
out in January, Gorfinkel col-
laborated with Israeli illustra-
tor Erez Zadok to present the 
story of Exodus in brilliant color 
and with enhanced adventure 
and intrigue. While every word 
of the Seder service is includ-
ed, readers are carried through 
with the help of one little goat. 
Combining ancient elements 
with contemporary characters, 
the book bridges generations 
while connecting younger Jews 
to their heritage.

“Adapting the Haggadah into 
a graphic novel was irresistible,” 
Gorfinkel said. “Erez and I took 
every opportunity to draw upon  
– and literally draw – our rich 
historical and cultural legacy.”

While some may have diffi-
culty seeing how to leap from 
Superman to Moses, Gorfinkel 
sees the link as being as strong 
as the one between Jewish gen-
erations.

“Moses was our first superhe-

ro,” he said, noting that he often 
elaborates on the connection in 
his readings and presentations.

Gorfinkel said the biggest 
challenge of the project involved 
distilling what he sees as “the 
highlights of Jewish history, cus-
tom, scholarship, philosophy, 
and theology… into a remark-
ably compact edition with a 
depth of erudition and longevity 
that belies its brevity.”

In other words, he said, “The 
Haggadah rocks!” 

Recalling his own family 
Seders with the popular KTav 
Haggadah, Gorfinkel has always 
seen the text as “a gateway to 
imagination.”

By way of example, Gorfinkel 
pointed to the Maggid section in 
which the student runs to tell his 
master rabbis that the time for 
the morning Shema has arrived.

“It’s not a block of text float-
ing in a black-and-white sea of 
continuous scholarly passages,” 
Gorfinkle noted. “It’s dialogue, 
spoken by the student … dressed 
as he would have been dressed, 
speaking in the place where he 
would have resided, and imme-
diately you have clarity!”

As the words are not around 
the pictures but an integral part 

of them, Gorfinkel is loath to 
call his work an “illustrated” 
Haggadah.

“The Haggadah is written in 
Talmudic-style shorthand,” he 
observed, “and presumes a level 
of erudition on the part of the 
reader that most of us simply 
don’t have anymore … It con-
tains stories, but it is not a story, 
certainly not one that conforms 
to our modern conception of 
story structure with a beginning, 
middle, and end.”

“The Passover Haggadah 

Graphic Novel” orders the piec-
es to bring a true storyline to the 
book.

“It provides the first-ever 
start-to-finish Haggadah story 
narrative,” Gorfinkel said. “You 
can read the graphic novel pages 
of this book for entertainment …
while remaining entirely faithful 
to the original text.”

As the story is easier to follow 
and more entertaining as well, 
Gorfinkel hopes that readers of 
all generations will see their way 
through the entire Seder.

“We’re commanded to see 
ourselves in the story, as if each 
and every one of us is taking 
the journey today, right now,” 
he said.

781-639-4759
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”
Geriatric Care Management • Dementia/Alzheimer Care • Home Health Aides
Nursing Care • Medication Management • Assist with bathing/dressing
Meal planning/preparation • Companionship • Transportation
Light cleaning/laundry • Respite Care • Shopping/errands

… and more … from 2 to 24 hours a day

Email: confidentialcare@verizon.net Susan K. Newton, President

Happy, Healthy
Passover

when your apartment is 
at Two Victory Road.

The perfect address for people 
who want a little extra help to 

get a lot more out of life.

Two Victory Road is a wonderful 
neighborhood conveniently located 
on a scenic and serene pond on the 

Salem/Lynn line. 

Featuring a brand new community 
room, gym and active resident 

service program.

1 and 2 bedrooms 
starting at $1,500

Contact Karen at 978-532-4800 
for a property tour

Professionally managed by 
Crowninshield Management Company

There is no place like home

Happy 
Passover!

Shore Village is conveniently located near area shops and restaurants,  
public transportation and beach. Our brand new apartments are equipped  

with full kitchens, washer and dryer in unit and walk-in closets.  
Community room with fireplace and rooftop deck with great views.

A community for 62 plus.
For more information and to arrange a tour call 978-532-4800

137 EASTERN AVE., LYNN
Managed by Crowninshield Management Corporation

$1,300

Happy 
Passover

533 Main Street  •  2nd Floor, Suite 2 & 3  •  Melrose, MA 02176
781.367.1830  •  781.620.1303

Email: facials@lecceskincare.com  •  Web: www.lecceskincare.com

RELAX             REJUVENATE            REBALANCE

FACIAL & 
SKIN CARE

WAXING

EYE TREATMENT

INTENSE 
PULSED LIGHT

Lecce Skin Care
SENIOR CITIZENS 15% DISCOUNT 

(By appointment only. Cannot combine with other discount)

Happy Passover
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A Haggadah with action and adventure you won’t want to put down

“Adapting the Haggadah into a graphic novel was irresistible,” said 
Jordan Gorfinkel.
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Сотрудники редакции The Jewish Journal и 
редактор Русской Хроники поздравляют 

всех со всетлым праздником Песах!
Пусть Песах принесет Вам и Вашим близким 

благополучие и весеннее обновление

Песах – самый древний 
из иудейских праздников, 
связанный с одним из 
важнейших событий, которое 
считается началом истории 
еврейского народа – Исходом 
из Египта и освобождением 
народа от 400-летнего 
рабства. Вся система иудаизма 
основана на памяти об Исходе 
и о последующих событиях, 
связанных с обретением Земли 
обетованной и построением  
еврейского независимого 
государства. Празднование 
ежегодно начинается 14 числа 
месяца нисана по еврейскому 
лунному календарю (в этом 
году – с вечера пятницы 19 
апреля) и длится семь дней. 

Название «Песах» 
образовано от ивритского 
слова «пасах», что означает 
«прошел мимо», «миновал»: 
во время десятой казни 
Египетской Вс-вышний, 
наказывая египтян, как 
бы «обошел стороной» 
еврейские дома. В иудейском 
молитвеннике (сидуре) Песах 
называется “временем нашей 
свободы”. 

YYY
Особое значение имеет 

праздничная трапеза – Седер 
(“порядок” в переводе с иврита), 
которая устраивается в первый 
вечер. За торжественным 
ужином собирается обычно 
вся семья, ближайшие 
родственники, приглашаются 
и одинокие, бедные евреи, 
а также те, кто на время 
праздника остался один.

Во время Седера 
произносят установленные 
правилами благословения, 
читают молитвы и поют  
псалмы, в определенной 
последовательности читают 
повествование об Исходе 
по книге Агада и вкушают 
имеющие символическое 
значение блюда: мацу - 
во исполнение заповеди 
Торы; горькую зелень - 
марор и хазерет, которая 

символизирует горечь 
египетского рабства, 
обмакивая ее в соленую воду 
- в память о слезах, пролитые 
евреями в египетском рабстве. 
Также сервируется смесь 
из тертых яблок, фиников, 
орехов и вина – харосет, 
название которой происходит 
от слова херес, “керамика,” в 
память о кирпичах из глины, 
которые Сыновей Израиля 
заставляли делать в Египте. 
Вся еда раскладывается тоже 
в определенном порядке 
на кеаре — особом блюде, 
использующимся только 
для Седера. На кеар также 
кладутся три символических 
блюда, которые не едят: 
зроа — прожаренный кусок 
баранины с косточкой 
в память о пасхальном 
жертвоприношении в 
Иерусалимском храме, бейца 
— крутое яйцо как память о 
храмовых богослужениях 
и карпас — кусок любого 
весеннего овоща. Перед ведущим 
Седера кладут три целых мацы, 
покрытых салфеткой. Один из 
ключевых законов Седера — 
закон о четырех бокалах вина, 
выпиваемых на протяжении 
трапезы. Они символизируют 
четыре обещания, данные 
Вс-вышним народу Израиля: "И 
выведу вас из-под ига египтян…"; 
"И избавлю вас…"; "И спасу 
вас…"; "И приму вас…" По 
традиции, принято наполнять 
пятый  бокал  для пророка 
Элияха (Илии), который 
вернется в канун Песаха на 
землю, чтобы возвестить о 
наступлении "дня Г-сподня, 
великого и страшного". Этот 
бокал не выпивают, а оставляют 
на праздничном столе. 
Трапезу заканчивают словами 
приветствия: "В будущем году 
— в Иерусалиме!".

YYY
“ Сердце  Песаха обращено 

к детям” - и это не красивая 
метафора,а одно из основ   
праздника. Приобщение  
детей к истории Исхода  — 

повеление Торы:«и скажи сыну 
твоему в тот день так: это 
ради того, что сделал со мною 
Г-сподь при выходе моем из 
Египта» В этой  заповеди  
наиболее ярко выражена 
идея сохранения и  передачи 
еврейского культурного 
и исторического наследия 
из поколения в поколение. 
Это происходит, когда глава 
семейства рассказывает, 
обращаясь в первую очередь 
к детям, об исходе из Египта, 
создавая ощущение, что не они, 
прародители – тогда, а мы сами 
– сейчас, выходим из рабства, 
и не только Египетского, 
но и рабства своих дурных 
начал, темноты рабства 
материальной зависимости - 
на свет духовной свободы.

Не случайно Седер  
завершается  “игрой”- поиском 
детьми заранее спрятанного 
кусочка мацы, афикомана. И 
по исследованиям социологов 
дети особенно хорошо 
запоминают этот обычай 
именно потому, что за его  
игровой канвой скрывается 
глубинный смысл, который, 
конечно же, не осознается 
детским разумом, но вместе 
с самой аурой Седера как бы 
вводит заключительным его 
аккордом самоощущение  
ребенка в атмосферу общей 
истории народа.           

...И ведь именно дети,  
согласно традиции, в 
конце пасхальной трапезы    
открывают  дверь пророку 
Элияху 

ПРАЗДНИК НАШЕЙ  СВОБОДЫ  Michael Romanovsky, CIPS, CBR, RMM

Certify International Property 
Specialist. 

National Association of Realtors 
President's Liaison to Russian 
Guild of Relators 2009-2014

Broker/Owner
Your local and worldwide RealtorMgrGlobalRealty.com • mromanovsky@mgrglobal.com 

133 Broad St. Lynn • 781-581-7775

Cердечные 
поздравления 
праздником 

Песах 
всем моим друзьям 

и клиентам!

Дантист Наташа Векслер  
поздравляет всех своих 

друзей и пациентов 
с праздником Песах 

и желает здоровья и 
весеннего настроения!

приглашаю в свой современный офис в Финансовом Центре Бостона
АTLANTIC AVENUE DENTAL GROUP, 
удобно расположенный вблизи от South Station и станции метро Aquarium. 

183 Essex St., Boston • 857-239-8368

 

современный стоматологический центр
153 Lewis St., Lynn • 781-599-3553

доктор 
ИЛЬЯ ВАССЕРМАН, D.M.D.

и сотрудники офиса

поздравляют своих 
пациентов и друзей c Песахом

Atlantic Dental Association

Дорогие Друзья!
Совет Директоров Массачусетской

Северобережной Ассоциации
русскоязычных евреев «Хавейрим»

сердечно поздравляет вас
с праздником Песах 

и желает здоровья, счастья и радости!

Виталий Смилянский ~ президент Ассоциации

Культурно-Оздоровительный Центр 

BEST CHOICE  
поздравляет всех с 

праздником 
Песах!

Мы предлагаем: 
• Йога
• Оздоровительные прогулки
• Посещения выставок, музеев, экскурсии
• Уход за волосами - стрижка и прическа 
   в нашем салоне красоты
• Концерты и тематические вечера
• Вкусная и полезная еда

Все это и многое другое предлагает для 
Вас Центр BEST CHOICE! 

Здесь вам всегда рады и ждут вас. 
Сделайте лучший Выбор и  проВедите день С нами.

220 Lynnway, Revere • 781-289-9000

Сердечные поздравления с праздником Песах!

Желаем всем здоровья и счастья!

7 WilloW St., lynn 
781-599-5900

helping hands in your home

Suburban Home HealtH Care

Поздравляет 
сотрудников и клиентов 
с весенним праздником 

Песах!

112 Market St., 3rd floor, Lynn • 781-592-7348
1050 Commonwealth Ave., Boston• 617-264-7100

Мы попросили Шефа 
Мишу поделиться секретами 
приготовления своего 
любимого блюда на Песах: 

Харосет — смесь орехов, 
сушеных или свежих фруктов, 
специй и сладкого вина. 
Подается это блюдо на кеаре 
вместе с мацой. Харосет 
символизирует строительный 
р а с т в о р , к о т о р ы й 
использовали рабы-евреи, 
когда работали в Египте. 

Вам понадобиться: 
5 фиников
1 яблоко
1 груша
6 грецких орехов
6 орешков миндаля
1/4 ч.л. корицы
1 ч. ложка меда
1-3 ст. ложка вина

Перемолоть отдельно 
финики, яблокo и   грушу  , 
грецкие и миндальные орехи. 
Смешать все ингредиенты, 
добавляя такое количество 
вина, чтобы масса оставалась 
густой. Харосет желательно 
сделать за несколько часов 
до седера, чтобы масса 
пропиталась и стала единой. 

Шеф Миша принимает 
заказы по тел 978-808-3629.

Готовим Харосет



К у л ь т у р н о - о з д о р о -
вительный Центр Best 
Choice в Ривьере, который в 
апреле отметил свой 6-й день 
рождения, давно стал любимым 
местом времяпрепровождения 
для многих людей пожилого 
возраста.

Празднования длились два 
дня. В первый день, 5-го апреля, 
во время официальной части 
учредители Центра Александр 
Юфа, Алик Аронов и Армен 
Тухманян выразили свою 
благодарность коллективу 
Центра за хорошую работу 
и внимательное, заботливое 
отношение к посетителям. 
Ведущая праздника – директор 
культурных программ Карина 
Аладжян вкратце рассказала 
об истории создания Центра и 
о знаменательных событиях за 
прошедшие шесть лет. 

Затем состоялся 
концерт. В его первой части 
выступали сотрудники 
Центра Лариса Амбардцумян, 
Клавдия Уварова и Виктор 
Раскин с полюбившимися 
песнями. Виктор также 
порадовал присутствующих 
незабываемой игрой на 
саксофоне.

Во втором отделении перед 
собравшимися выступил дуэт 
Ольга Лисовская и Джованни 
Формисано, победители многих 
международных конкурсов. 
В их исполнении прозвучали 
не только любимые арии из 
известных опер, как “Nessun 
Dorma” и “Casta Diva”, но и 
несколько  неаполитанских 
песен, которые очень душевно 
исполнил уроженец Неаполя 
Джованни Формисано. Он 
же великолепно исполнил 
несколько народных песен на 
русском и украинском языках.  
Зачарованные его голосом 
зрители подпевали “Карие 
очи, черные брови”, “Дорогой 
длинною” и “Только раз’’.

Хочется отдельно 
подчеркнуть, что Ольга 
Лисовская, не только 
талантливая певица, но и 
директор представительства 
в США Интернациональной 
концертной организации 
''Talents of the World’’, которая 
с большим энтузиазмом 
работает для популяризации 
мирового классического 
вокального репертуара.

На второй день состоялся 
концерт, в котором 
сотрудников Best Choice 
поздравляли посетители 
Центра. Огромную работу 
по подготовке и организации 
этого концерта проделали 
супруги Вера и Арнольд 
Иоффе. 

С большим энтузиазмом 
зрители слушали песни, 
исполненные хором Best 
Choice под руководством 

Виктора Раскина, прозвучали  
песни на стихи посетительницы 
Центра Светланы Бабитской, 
ставшие своеобразным 
гимном Best Choice. Тепло 
были встречены авторские 
стихи Софии Пазиной, Риммы 
Караманешт, Светланы 
Бабитской и Светланы Губар-
чук, посвященные Центру.

С приветственным словом 
и поздравлениями с днем 
рождения выступил доктор 
медицинских наук, профессор 
Иосиф Рабкин. Ариадна 
Бердичевская сказала теплые 
слова в адрес сотрудников 
Центра. С песнями выступили 
Евгений Караманешт, Белла 
и Александр Шурухт, Люся 
Браиловская, красивыми 
мелодиями покорили зал 
Лариса Сукенник и Анна 
Коган. Не осталась в стороне 
и Марина Кузнецова – бывший 
преподаватель музыки, 
сыграв на рояле попурри  
танцевальных ритмов.  
Белла Штарнова удивила 
и порадовала всех своим 
театрализованным номером 
из оперетты Имре Кальмана 
“Фиалка Монмартра”.

Коронным номером 

концерта стал женский танец 
на мотив русской народной 
песни  “Во поле береза стояла” 
в исполнении посетительниц 
Центра. В постановке 
концерта принимали участие  
Наталия Бургун - програмный 
директор Центра, автор 
костюмов - посетительница 
центра Галина Погребняк.

Грациозным исполнением 
танцев покорили зал Альбина 
Агеева, Рая Сохина, Галина 
Палей, Светлана Губарчук и 
Галина Погребняк.

На торжество были 
приглашены представители 
организаций MVES, NSES, 
GLSS, доктора Татьяна Кац и 
Александр Ангелов, a также 
юрист Элина Мушин.

Праздничный банкет,  
был приготовлен под 
руководством шеф-повара 
ресторана ‘’Мираж’’ Беллы 
Голиндер, после которого; 
все присутсвующие гром-
кими аплодисментами 
поблагодарили всех ра- 
ботников кухни.

Гости и посетители Центра 
Best Choice пожелали друг 
другу и Центру удачи и 
многолетия.
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NORTH SHORE DENTAL ASSOCIATES
Paul Shteynberg, D.M.D.Simon Faynzilberg, D.M.D.

и сотрудники офиса
поздравляют своих 

друзей
с Песахом!

21 TremonT ST., Lynn • 781-599-2260

   Stay Well           Будьте Здоровы!
Лечебно-оздоровитеЛьный центр в СэЛеме

поздравляет всех 
с Песахом

• Комфортабельный транспорт до центра и обратно
• Медицинское обслуживание 
• 2-х разовое питание

• Русское телевидение 
• Экскурсии и поездки, концерты, танцы, хор
• Классы английского языка 

• Занятия по подготовке к экзамену на гражданство
• Библиотека и фильмотека
• Прогулки в парке, поездки в магазины

• Шашки, шахматы, бильярд, лото
• Кружки по интересам и др.
• Энергичный, жизнерадостный персонал

Сервисы покрываются страховкой Medicaid (MassHealth). 

Мы оформим все необходимые документы сами.
Приходите к нам и Ваша жизнь станет интереснее!

Звоните нам по тел. 978-825-0202

Doctor Val KostenKo D.m.D. pc

Doctor Julia KostenKo D.m.D.
В нашем современно оборудованном офисе оказываются все 

виды стоматологической помощи для детей и взрослых

Поздравляем всех с 
Песахом!

ACE Dental associates
74 Market St. • Lynn • 781-581-1411

Неотложная
помощь в

тот же день 

781-848-3678 • 95 Commercial St., Braintree

Директор 
Русской 

программы
Елена 

Зелигер

Заведующая 
медицинской 
частью доктор 
Зинаида 
Левина

Сотрудники 
Реабилитационного 

Центра 
поздравляют всех 

своих клиентов 
и их близких c 

весенним праздником 
Песах!

Royal Rehabilitation  and Nursing Center

Поздравляем всех с радостным 
праздником Песах

781-956-2279    |  sima@rotenbergteam.com
Rotenberg Team 

Best Choice – место, где всегда Вам будут рады

Russian Community assoCiation of massaChusetts

New AmericAN ceNter 
поздравляет всех 

русскоязычных жителей 
Северного Берега 

с Песахом!

330 Lynnway Suite 302  
781-593-0100

and Chevra Mishna
Pride of Lynn Cemetery 

Serving Greater Boston  
Jewish and Interfaith  
Families for 5 generations.

Contact us for rates.

Or visit us online at our  
new website to plan ahead  
or locate a loved one: 

www.prideoflynn.org

EMAIL DIRECTIONS CALL

8 Lakeshore Drive 
Lynn, MA 01904

(978) 594-4249polcemetery@gmail.com

Предоставляем 
ритуальные услуги 
Еврейской Общине 
Северного Берега 
на протяжении пяти 
поколений.

Звоните нам по всем 
вопросам планирования,  
или зайдите на наш сайт:

www.prideoflynn.org

8 Lakeshore Road
Lynn, MA 01904

In this week’s issue of the 
Journal’s Russian Chronicle, 
we wish our readers a happy 
and healthy Passover, and have 
included an article explaining 
the history, traditions and cus-
toms of the holiday, along with 
some Passover recipes.

Also in this issue is a fea-
ture on Best Choice, the Adult 
Day Care Center in Revere, that 
serves Russian-speaking senior 
citizens, and recently celebrat-
ed its 6th anniversary.

English Summary



Among the Swampscott High 
School students were seniors 
Harry Katz, Olivia Reiser, Marley 
Schmidt, and Tania Shadari, 
ADL-trained peer leaders who 
facilitated one of the two-hour 
workshops at the conference. 

The group was first intro-
duced to the program when they 
were in middle school, when 
peer leaders from the high school 
spoke to their classes about hate 
symbols, anti-Semitism and 
hurtful slurs. It left a big impres-
sion on Schmidt, who decided 
then she wanted to become a 
peer leader when she got to high 
school. 

“Being a leader means learn-
ing from the past. It means you 
stand up for others,” Robert 
Trestan, the New England ADL’s 
regional director, told the crowd. 
He encouraged them to change 
the world by working together.

Hate incidents continue 
to rise in schools in alarm-
ing numbers, according to 
Phil Fogelman, director of the 
New England ADL’s A World of 
Difference Institute.  According 
to an ADL report, anti-Semit-
ic incidents in Massachusetts 
schools rose 86 percent from 
2016 to 2017. The New England 
ADL is backing state legislation, 
which is currently co-sponsored 
by 94 legislators, that would 
require genocide education for 
all Massachusetts students.

“The goal is for every student 
to learn what happens when 
genocide goes unchecked,” said 
Trestan.

Robert Rudolph, a New 
England ADL board member 
who grew up in Swampscott and 
was a high school peer leader 
in 2003, is inspired by the stu-
dents at the youth congress who 
are facilitating conversations 
about “how diversity can bring 
us together,” as he wrote in an 
email.

Students listened intently to 
the stirring personal stories of 
Birukte Tsige, a student leader at 
Malden High School, and George 
Elbaum, a Holocaust survivor 
and author of “Neither Yesterdays 
or Tomorrows: Vignettes of a 
Holocaust Childhood.”

Tsige, who arrived in the U.S. 
with her family from Ethiopia 
when she was eight, was moti-
vated to become a student activ-
ist to challenge the kind of preju-
dice her family faced. 

“I work to make this world 
more accepting,” she began. 

At Malden High School, 
which hosts students from 94 
different countries, Tsige orga-

nized a campaign to change 
a rule against wearing head- 
scarves. Tsige also launched the 
Malden Youth Civic Association, 
which runs voter registration 
drives and organizes events to 
host local elected officials.

“Even if you don’t go into poli-
tics in the future, we all still have 
a civic duty to better our com-
munity and our schools,” she 
said.

Tsige’s talk was inspiring for 
Harry Katz, a peer trainer from 
Swampscott High School. “She 
didn’t wait,” he said. She start-
ed to show up at civic meetings 
and talking to teachers and city 
councilors,” he said.

Elbaum, who was born in 
1938 in Warsaw, said he survived 
the Holocaust through the clan-
destine efforts of his mother, 
who escaped with him from the 
Warsaw Ghetto. She arranged for 
him to be cared for by a series of 
different Polish Catholic fami-
lies.

Malden High School student 
Asmaa Asousy felt that hearing 
Elbaum’s first-hand account was 
a more powerful and effective 
way to learn about the Holocaust 
than through a textbook. “It’s not 
so much a story as it is some-
one’s story now. You actually see 
that someone survived that. That 
had an impact,” said Asousy.

Laila Belkessa, a Malden 
High School peer leader, 
believes that the peer leader 
program has given her the tools 
to speak out against the bigotry 
that can come up in everyday 
life. “It helps students become 
part of the solution, and not 
part of the problem,” she said.  

Olivia Reiser of Swampscott 
says the ADL training has been 
a strong influence in her life. “I 
definitely see myself participat-
ing in college in something that 
is similar,” she said.

Tania Shadari of Swampscott, 
who is African-American, wit-
nessed offensive behavior from 
her white peers, who dropped 
offensive slurs and mockingly 
acted out African-American ste-
reotypes. “It hurts your feelings 
as a black person that they ste-
reotype you to that point where 
it’s offensive,” said Shadari.

Shadari feels that she and her 
fellow peer leaders have been 
able to combat this behavior 
through their work with ADL.

“The class of 2019 is a good 
representation of how a school 
should be in terms of the 
changes we make and how we 
look at ourselves,” she said. “It’s 
been a positive experience.”

KITCHEN & BATH SHOWROOM
Wholesale & Retail Plumbing & Heating Supplies

55 Alley Street, Lynn • 781-592-0583 • www.bourneufshowroom.com
Open Monday-Friday 9 am-4 pm • Closed Saturdays

www.wjskouras.com
Call John: (978) 531-5545 

Fax: (978) 977-9982
Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Fully Insured

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
Residential  |  Commercial  |  General Carpentry

W. J. SKOURAS & CO. INC.

AT YOUR SERVICE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

BAY STATE  
WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144
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Ready Made Curtains 
Selected items 25% OFF

Custom Draperies, 

Blinds, Shades & More!

Free Estimates & Installation

86 Tremont Street, Peabody

baystatewindowfashions.com

To advertise, contact: 

Lois: 
lois@jewishjournal.org

Marcy:
marcy@jewishjournal.org

or call 978-745-4111

THE TRUTH ABOUT TERMITES

Get pest free.

Termites Eat 
Non-Stop

24 hours a day
7 days a week

Who Knew?Who Knew?

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com
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Jake Belcher/courtesy New England ADL
More than 1,400 peer leaders from across Massachusetts, Vermont, and New Hampshire filled the ball-
room at the Sheraton Boston for N.E. ADL’s 25th annual Youth Congress.

ADL Peer Leaders
from page 1



KARAOKE
on Fridays and
Saturdays from

8:30 pm to 12:30 am!

KIDS’ KARAOKE
on Sundays from
1:00 to 5:00 pm!
(No Kids’ Karaoke 

on Easter Day)

ORDER ONLINE AT: 
www.fantasyislandsalem.com

516 Loring Avenue, Salem
Tel: (978) 745-1700 • Fax: (978) 740-9121

HAPPY PASSOVER!

BUY ONE LUNCH  
GET SECOND ONE  

AT 50% OFF 
(Dine in only.  

Offer until 04-30-2019)

If you’re not battling zombies, solving mysteries, and being a 
hero ... we should talk!  

WIZARDSANDWARRIORSCAMP.COM
ZOMBIESUMMERCAMP.COM781.270.4800

WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING THIS SUMMER?

Join us this summer for Zombie Summer STEM Camp and 
Wizards & Warriors STEM Camp at Salem State University.

Happy Passover
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Epstein Hillel School is 
pleased to announce Aaron 
Lawee, ’97, is this year’s recipi-
ent of the Adam Madorsky 
Social Justice Award. The award, 
created in 2016 in memory of 
Adam Madorsky, son of Karen 
and Jerry Madorsky, recognizes 
alumni who have continued to 
pursue social justice in their 
personal or professional life. 
Aaron exemplifies the spirit and 
intent of the award, which will 
be presented to him on June 4 at 
EHS’s Annual Meeting.

A native of Marblehead with 
both Iraqi and Ashkenazi roots, 
Aaron attended Cohen Hillel 
Academy (now Epstein Hillel 
School) from Kindergarten 
through 8th grade. He then went 
to Marblehead High School, 
earned a B.A. in economics from 
the University of Pennsylvania 
and a J.D. from Georgetown Law 

School. He lives in Chicago, with 
his wife Sara, where he practices 
immigration law, predominantly 
focusing on the Hispanic com-
munity.

From the time he was a 
child, Aaron was a team player, 

known for his compassion for 
others. Following his gradua-
tion from college, Aaron served 
in AVODAH (the Jewish Service 
Corps) where he worked at a 
legal services organization, 
helping people on food stamps 
and welfare who had lost their 
benefits. He then spent time in 
South America learning Spanish 
before beginning law school, 
which led to his work in the 
Hispanic community.

Aaron is a member of 
Congregation Anshe Emet, and 
he and Sara also attend services 
at Temple Sholom. Aaron is also 
a member of the Jewish Council 
on Urban Affairs, a Chicago 
organization that advocates 
for positive social change and 
works to combat poverty, rac-
ism, and anti-Semitism.

Swampscott resident Meryl 
Rich will be among the doz-
ens of models clothed in one-
of-a-kind wearable art created 
from recycled and disposable 
materials at the eighth annual 
Rubbish to Runway ReFashion 
Show on April 27. The outfits 
are designed by local men and 
women for the event that bene-
fits Long Way Home, a nonprof-
it in Guatemala that has con-
structed an 18-building school 
complex using tires packed with 
mud and plastic bottles stuffed 
with trash. 

It is a fitting cause for the 
long time now retired teacher at 
Epstein Hillel Academy who has 
devoted her professional life to 
the growth and development of 
children. The fashion show, as 

well as a short live auction and 
dessert buffet, begins at 7 p.m. 
in the Wilkie Performing Arts 
Center. 

Tickets and more informa-
tion are available at www.rub-
bishtorunway.org.

Retired Hillel teacher  
walks the runway for children

Meryl Rich

Aaron Lawee

Lawee to receive Hillel’s Adam Madorsky Social Justice Award

The Jewish Journal will print your news at no charge:  
birth announcements, engagements, weddings, job 

promotions, events and other simchas.
Photos are welcome if space permits.  

Submissions are subject to editing for style and length.
Send your news to the Associate Editor 

at wittner@jewishjournal.org.

The American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee is promoting the diversity of global 
Jewish life this Passover through its JDC Entwine 
ReOrdered Passover Kit – a do-it-yourself package 
including stories, toasts, recipes and traditions 
from eight Jewish communities worldwide – and 
continuing its long tradition of matzah delivery 
and Passover activities in local Jewish communi-
ties globally.

The activities include seder meals, cooking 
workshops, volunteer opportunities, and cultural 
and educational events from Mumbai to Moscow. 
The provision of more than 25 tons of matzah to 
poor, elderly Jews in the former Soviet Union is 
made possible through JDC’s partnerships with 
the Claims Conference, Jewish Federations and 
the IFCJ Lifeline, JDC’s operational partnership 
with the International Fellowship of Christians 
and Jews.

ReOrdered was launched in 2018 by Entwine, 
JDC’s young-adult engagement platform. The kit 
offers participants an inside look into the Passover 
traditions of Jewish communities in Ethiopia, 
Morocco, the former Soviet Union and Sarajevo. 
New for this year is an expansion pack highlight-

ing communities in Argentina, Greece, India and 
Poland.

The free kit, which last year touched more than 
7,000 people at their Passover seders, is expected 
to be used this holiday at more than 400 seders in 
18 countries around the world.  

– JNS.org

In Odessa, a volunteer distributes matzah.

JDC provides tons of matzah; to hold seders worldwide
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Happy Passover
from the Staff and Board of your Jewish Journal

First Seder
Friday night

April 19

Our family’s bank. And yours.

In loving memory Marshall M. Sloane
Founder & Chairman

April 15, 1926 – April 6, 2019



“… you shall proclaim liberty throughout the land …”
(Leviticus 25:10)

Chag Sameach
from

Bob and Martha Rose

Deb Shalom
ADL NEW ENGLAND BOARD CHAIR

Robert Trestan
ADL NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

Wishing you a 
joyous passover

: @adl_newengland
: @adl.newengland

Wishing all 
a Joyous and 

Peaceful Passover

Linda and John Smidt
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By Rabbi Robert S. Goldstein

One of the more curious 
trends of late is the rise of DNA 
testing.  For $99 and a few drops 
of saliva, you can discover your 
“true ethnic heritage.” There is 
even a commercial on television 
featuring a fellow named Kyle, 
dancing in a German dance 
group who always believed his 
heritage was German. After he 
sends a sample of his DNA to 
Ancestry.com, he finds out that 
in fact he is Scottish and Irish. 
The advertisement ends with 
him trading in his lederhosen 
for a kilt!

I suspect that if we had taken 
a DNA sample of those sitting 
around the Passover seder of 
my youth, we would have dis-
covered that we all shared the 
same Eastern European heri-
tage. Like most families, ours 
was ethnically and religiously 

uniform; no intermarriages, no 
one of mixed racial or ethnic 
heritage. In fact, we were even 
geographically alike. My grand-
parents, cousins, aunts and 
uncles all lived within a 15-mile 
radius! That would not be the 
same today for most American 
families, including my own. 
Today we are a far more het-
erogeneous people than ever 
before. 

While the pattern of our 
chromosomes may be dif-
ferent, it does not mean we 
don’t share the same spiritual 
DNA. The story of Passover is 
uniquely Jewish, but its mes-
sage is universal, a reminder 
that when families and friends 
gather to retell the ancient epic 
of our ancestors’ exodus from 
slavery to freedom, we become 
one people, bound together 
by a history we have either 

inherited by birth or chosen to 
embrace.

The Hebrew words (hagga-
dah), “the telling” and (agu-
daha) “member” or “partici-
pant” are ironically similar. Our 
Passover gathering is an act 
of solidarity, regardless of our 
background. Our presence at 
the seder table is proof that the 
Passover story lives on! It rein-
forces our bond with those who 
fled Egyptian slavery. It proves 
that we are united in our desire 
to secure the freedom for those 
who remain in chains, and per-
haps most importantly, when 
we re-tell the ancient epic, we 
affirm our sacred obligation to 
assure that the next generation 
will continue to tell the story of 
the Jewish people’s redemption 
from slavery.  

The Seder, with its many col-
orful customs, is one of our 
most engaging and accessible 
Jewish rituals.  The seder begins 
with the verse, “Let all who are 
hungry come and eat…” The 
words compel us to open our 
homes and our hearts to all, 
no matter their DNA, regard-
less of their background, for 
we believe everyone, wherever 
their journey began, is welcome 
at our table to hear the story of 
our people’s miraculous march 
through the wilderness to the 
Promised Land.  

Rabbi Robert S. Goldstein is 
the spiritual leader of Temple 
Emanuel of Andover.

A time to open our homes and our hearts

Rabbi Robert S. Goldstein

Our Passover gathering 
is an act of solidarity, 

regardless of our 
background. Our 

presence at the seder 
table is proof that the 

Passover story lives on!  
It reinforces our bond 
with those who fled 

Egyptian slavery.



WARM WISHES FOR A 

HAPPY PASSOVER
 THE SWARTZ FAMILY  DEBBIE & NEAL SHALOM

 ~ Matthew, Allison & Jesse ~
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By Eliana Rudee
JNS.org

Nearly every Jewish holiday 
puts food and wine at the cen-
ter of the celebration. There is a 
common phrase that describes 
Jewish holidays thus: “They 
tried to kill us, we survived, let’s 
eat.” A good meal, however, is 
certainly incomplete without a 
fine wine to go along with it.

According to winemakers 
Victor Shoenfeld with the Golan 
Heights Winery and Micha Vadia 
with the Galil Mountain Winery 
– a venture between Kibbutz 
Yiron in the Galilee and the 
Golan Heights Winery – wine 
is especially engrained in the 
weeklong holiday of Passover.

“At every Jewish celebra-
tion, wine gets its role,” Vadia 
told JNS. “We use wine to make 
blessings and when we want to 
have a big party, so it’s fitting 
that we have wine when we cel-
ebrate a big event like going out 
of Egypt,” he said.

Similarly, Shoenfeld told JNS, 
“Passover is definitely the most 
wine-centric holiday we have, 
and for the Israeli wine industry, 
it’s a huge sales peak.”

As the head winemak-
er at Golan Heights Winery, 
Shoenfeld was recruited from 
California and has worked at 
the winery for 27 years, since 
back when there were no Israeli 
winemakers with degrees.

He said it “makes sense” to 

think about wine pairings for 
Passover, including for the Seder. 
“At the Seder,” he explained, “we 
are taking this painful history of 
slavery and suffering and look-
ing at the flip side of redemp-
tion and freedom, and there’s a 
lot of symbolism in the foods we 
eat. But wine is also symbolic. 
Wine can help in magnifying 
and elevating that symbolism. It 
also makes it more fun.

“A lot of people think of wine 
as part of the Passover Seder 
and don’t think about the food 
and the pairing, but wine and 
food to me are kind of the same 
thing,” he continued. “I think of 
wine as another dish, eating it 
between other courses.”

Like the process of the Seder 
itself, Shoenfeld suggested 
drinking wine with attention 
in a specific order: “Drinking a 
sacramental wine at the begin-
ning of the Seder is a tough way 
to start the evening. Instead, 
we have an order in which we 
like to drink wine. We can best 
appreciate wine progressively 
from lighter and drier to heavier 
and sweeter. That order also 
makes sense during the Seder.”

Of course, at the Passover 
Seder, Jews are commanded 
to drink four glasses of wine 
symbolizing the four stages of 
redemption that the Israelites 
underwent during Exodus, but 
the holiday’s connection to wine 
goes even further. “Passover 

Consider Israeli  
wine on Passover

continued on page 8A



By Rabbi David Kudan

Every Jewish family has an 
immigration story. My wife’s 
grandfather told of the family’s 
perilous escape from Russia on 
an open wagon. He and his broth-

ers, small children, were attacked 
by a pack of wolves, and sadly, 
one brother did not survive. My 
wife’s other grandfather left the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire with 
his parents and took a steamer to 
the U.S. When that small boy and 

his mother arrived at New York 
harbor, the ship began to sink. 
Thankfully, my wife’s grandfather 
was soon rescued, but he spent 
several hours separated from his 
parents at Ellis Island, an experi-
ence that he never forgot. 

Today, some children are 
being separated from their par-
ents at our borders, not by acci-
dent, but on purpose, and not for 
a few hours, but for months at a 
time. We can only imagine what 
traumatic effects that will have 
on parents and children. 

The central theme of Passover 
is a story of immigration, of pass-
ing over borders to seek a bet-
ter life, to preserve life. Joseph’s 
family immigrated to Egypt to 
seek food and a livelihood. They 
thrived for a time, and then as a 
new government succeeded the 
old, they became oppressed and 
enslaved. The Israelites were pre-
vented from leaving, but finally 
succeeded in emigrating – and 

passing into freedom. In the des-
ert, the Israelites imagined a new 
kind of society, where all would 

Happy and Peaceful 
Passover

to all

BOB GOLDMAN LAW LLP

81 Washington Street, Suite 308, Salem, MA 01970 

(978) 594-4500  |  goldmanprivateclients.com

Best Wishes for a  
Happy Passover

MICHAEL J. ESCHELBACHER, P.C.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

65 Congress Street, Salem, MA 01970   |   978-745-7456

4A THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – APRIL 18, 2019 HAPPY PASSOVER

HAPPY PASSOVER!
from

GOVERNOR CHARLIE BAKER
LT. GOVERNOR KARYN POLITO

Paid For By The Baker and Polito Committees

Wishing you & your loved ones 

A Joyous Passover 
Filled with good health, happiness, & peace.

Team Zabar-Shulkin Realtors®

Hope Zabar Catherine Shulkin
Cell: 617.281.2116 Cell: 781.710.4261
hope.zabar@sothebysrealty.com catherine.shulkin@sothebysrealty.com

Passover is a story of immigration

continued on page 12A

Robert A. DeLeo
Speaker of the Massachusetts House

Rabbi David Kudan



Happy
Passover
Warm wishes to the Jewish
Community of the North Shore 
for a Happy Passover!

Paid for by �e Committee to Elect Lori Ehrlich

Representative Lori Ehrlich and Family

Warm and Joyous Wishes for 
A Happy and Peaceful

PASSOVER

 

Wishing you and your family a joyous 
Hanukkah! 

 

State Representative Dan Cahill 
10th Essex District - Lynn 

Wishing you and your family 
a Happy and Peaceful Passover

Best Wishes
for a Very

Happy Passover

 Ted Bettencourt
 Mayor
 City of Peabody

On behalf of  
the City of Salem,  

I would like to extend 
my warm wishes to  

the Jewish Community  
of the North Shore 

 for a very  
Happy Passover!!!
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By Rabbi Alison Adler 

At the beginning of the 
Seder, Reuven Feuerstein, the 
renowned special needs educa-
tor in Jerusalem, warned chil-
dren around the table: “Tonight 
is Seder night. This is an impor-
tant occasion and we have much 
to read, so we cannot be both-
ered with all sorts of questions.  
If you ask any questions, I will 
be forced to punish you: I will 
throw lots and lots of candies at 
you.  Understood?”

Not surprisingly, when I have 
tried this method myself, the 
children spend the evening ask-
ing lots and lots of questions.  
The Four Questions recited by 
children toward the beginning 
of the Seder are a sort of warmup 
to asking more questions. 

Yet questioning is not only 
for the children, particularly on 
Passover.

The Talmud records the fol-
lowing counterintuitive instruc-
tion: “Even two Torah schol-
ars who know all the laws of 
Passover must ask the Four 
Questions to each other: Why is 
this night different from all other 
nights?” (Babylonian Talmud 
Pesachim 116a) 

What do our sages teach is 
the point of reciting the Four 
Questions. It’s not simply to 
learn more about Passover 
because scholars are required to 
ask them. Nor is it to refresh the 
lessons of Passover, because if 
that were the case, then the text 
would have read: “Scholars who 
know all the laws of Passover 
must review them again.” 
Rather, the reason for asking the 
Four Questions has to do with 
the very nature of questioning. 

Questioning is about free-
dom.  Slaves cannot ask ques-
tions; they must obey the orders 
of their master.  People who live 
in an authoritarian state are pas-
sive, or in the extreme, unable to 
question at all.  The free person, 
on the other hand, can doubt 
and dispute. By placing the Four 
Questions at the beginning, the 
Talmudic rabbis who created 
the Seder ensured that we not 
only tell a story about freedom, 
we actually live it.  

Understanding freedom, and 
how precious and fragile it can 

be, is indeed a core lesson of 
Passover.  By asking questions 
we reflect on political or reli-
gious freedom, and we explore 
what freedom of the spirit 
means.  If we think we know 
everything and are set in our 
views or our ways, if we shut our 
eyes or ears to what’s going on 
around us, if we refuse to listen 
to others, if we go through each 
day as if it is not different from 
the day before, if we don’t see 
the daily miracles in the world, 
we are building a sort of prison 
for ourselves.  Spiritual freedom 
is about having the desire to ask 
questions, to open our minds 
and hearts, and to be willing to 
change or evolve.

We live in times that call for 
deep spiritual work in order 
to face the challenges that are 
plaguing the Jewish communi-
ty, our country, Israel, and our 
planet.  What questions are we 
asking?  What questions need 
to be asked?  Can we have the 
courage to ask them?  Telling 
our sacred story of being slaves 
in Egypt and being freed is an 
opportunity to draw on the 
strength and bravery of genera-
tions of Jewish people who did 
the same, in their own times of 
struggle, and dared to question, 
again and again. 

My blessing and prayer for 
us this Passover is thus: May we 
begin with the Four Questions 
and just keep questioning.  May 
we never relinquish our curios-
ity, skepticism, uncertainty, and 
most of all, hope. 

Hag sameach, a very happy 
and meaningful Passover to all. 

Rabbi Alison Adler is the 
spiritual leader of Temple B’nai 
Abraham in Beverly. 

Begin with the Four Questions 
and just keep questioning  

Rabbi Alison Adler

By placing the Four 
Questions at the 

beginning, the Talmudic 
rabbis who created the 
Seder ensured that we 

not only tell a story 
about freedom, we 

actually live it. 



Best Wishes for a Peaceful & Happy Passover

Temple Ner Tamid
368 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA 01960
(978) 532-1293 • (978) 532-0101 (fax)

office@templenertamid.org www.templenertamid.org

 Rabbi Richard Perlman
 President Adele Lubarsky
 Religious School Director Susan Sugerman
 Synagogue Administrator Beth K. Hoffman
 Rabbi Emeritus Rabbi Abraham Morhaim
 Cantor Sam Pessaroff z’l

Happy Hanukkah 

From  your local eye care professionals

Dr. Randall Patkin M.D., Dr. Robert A. Freedman M.D. and Dr. Robert G. Levy M.D.

400 Highland Avenue, Salem, MA
978-744-1177

www.eyecenternorthshore.com
Your Vision is Our Focus

Happy Hanukkah 

From  your local eye care professionals

Dr. Randall Patkin M.D., Dr. Robert A. Freedman M.D. and Dr. Robert G. Levy M.D.

400 Highland Avenue, Salem, MA
978-744-1177

www.eyecenternorthshore.com
Your Vision is Our Focus

Happy Passover

From your local eye care professionals
Dr. Randall Patkin M.D.

Dr. Robert A. Freedman M.D.
Dr. Robert G. Levy M.D.

The Passover story has bound 

the Jewish people together for 

thousands of years. Everyone 

connects to the story in their 

own way and brings unique 

seder traditions to the table. 

This diversity of Jewish life and 

practice are an essential part 

of what makes Greater Boston 

a vibrant, caring, and inclusive 

Jewish community. It enriches  

all of us, strengthening the fabric 

of the Jewish experience. CJP 

wishes you Chag Sameach, 

a joyous and meaningful 

Passover holiday. 

Temple 
Tiferet 
Shalom

489 Lowell Street
Peabod, MA 01960

978-535-2100

wishes ou and our
famil a ver happ 
and health PassoverRabbi David Kudan

Brna Toder Tabask, Music Director
Edward Weiner, President

Happy 
Passover 

from

PAUL F. TUCKER
State Representative

7th Essex District
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Happy Passover 
from the NSJCC Students, 

Teachers, Staff and 
Board of Directors

781-479-0979  •  www.joygoldstein.net  •  joyoushouses@gmail.com

CRS, GRI, CBR

Wishing You 
A Joyous 
Passover 

Filled with Love

370 Lynnway, Lynn, MA 01901
781-595-2071 | www.davidzeller.com

May your Sickness and  
Bad Luck PASS OVER.
May this season allow you, 
your family and your friends  
Good Health, Happiness  
and Prosperity!

We are grateful to

ZELLERBRATE 
this Passover and to 

ZELLERBRATE 
our 41st year in business.

�e Ze�er Family…David, Ginger, 
Kayla & Merina

Joyous Pesach

Allison Goldberg & Ted Stux
Julian & Chloe

Susan and Richard Garnick

Joyous Passover
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By Rabbi Marc Baker 

My family’s Passover Seder 
was not particularly interac-
tive. We took turns reading from 
the Hagaddah but, like so many 
other families, we were just get-
ting through it. 

Passover is perhaps the most 
powerful example of Judaism’s 
sacred call to teach and inspire 
our next generation, to pass on 
our stories and our collective 
memory. This ritual helps form 
individuals’ identities and binds 
our people together. 

For stories to affect our hearts 
and minds and to shape the 
people we become, we need to 
actively engage with them on 
intellectual, ethical, emotional, 
and spiritual levels. How ironic, 
then, that we turn a dynamic, 
interactive, inspiring experience 
into a rote ritual. Perhaps the 
epitome of this irony is the time-
honored tradition of reciting the 
Four Questions, as meaningful 
and fun as they can be. 

According to the rabbis of 
Talmud, there are only a few actu-
al requirements of the Passover 
Seder. One is that the storytelling 
must begin with questions. Why? 
What is the purpose of the Four 
Questions?”

I was surprised when I realized 
that the Four Questions are real-
ly one. “Mah nishtanah halayla 
hazeh? How is this night different 
from all other nights?” The four 
are examples of how this night is 
different.  

I was even more surprised 
when I learned that the formal 
Four Questions are really meant 
as a back-up, just in case no one 
at the seder asks an authen-
tic question. Reciting the Four 
Questions is not the ideal. To 
some degree, once we need the 
Four Questions, we have already 

missed the point. We have failed 
to inspire the genuine curiosity 
with which we are meant to begin 
telling our story. 

So, why the obligation to start 
with questions? Why does every 
great intellectual and spiritual 
tradition teach that questions 
are always more important than 
answers?  

From a practical and peda-
gogical perspective, we are more 
likely to pay attention when we 
are engaged and curious. As one 
of my mentors once put it, we 
need to open a file in our brains 
into which we can save what we 
learn.

Put differently, we don’t really 
remember, let alone learn, unless 
we care.

From an ethical perspective, 
intellectual curiosity and critical 
thinking are hallmarks of per-
sonal freedom and moral reason-
ing. Asking questions reminds us 
that we are free and, therefore, 
responsible for our choices and 
our actions. The skills of intellec-
tual inquiry enable us to explore 
rather than passively accept or 
acquiesce to the opinions or 
expectations of others. When we 
cannot or do not ask, we become 
like slaves. We cede our God-
given power and responsibilities 
to Pharaoh-like authority figures 
whose most powerful tool is the 

suppression of free thought, 
critical thinking, and intellectual 
curiosity. Asking questions is a 
building block of any democratic 
society. 

On an emotional or spiritual 
level, questions open not only 
our minds, but also our hearts. 
When they do, we can be fully 
present to one another and to 
ourselves. Only then do we expe-
rience and internalize the deep 
and transforming power of sto-
ries. The story may stay the same 
from year to year, but our ques-
tions are different, because we 
are different.  

In the words of Abraham 
Joshua Heschel, “Religion is an 
answer to man’s ultimate ques-
tions. The moment we become 
oblivious to ultimate questions, 
religion becomes irrelevant, and 
its crisis sets in. The primary task 
… is to rediscover the questions 
to which religion is an answer 
… an answer without a question 
is devoid of life. It may enter the 
mind; it will not penetrate the 
soul. It may become a part of 
one’s knowledge; it will not come 
forth as a creative force.”

Today, we have greater access 
to information than at any point 
in human history. Our urgent 
calling is not to merely consume 
information. If we are going to 
inspire our next generation, build 
a vibrant Jewish future, and con-
tribute our voices to strengthen 
the American democracy and 
improve the world, we need to 
rediscover our questions. When 
we do, our Jewish story and Jewish 
values will, indeed, come forth as 
a creative force. There will be no 
limit to what we achieve, nor to 
the meaning we will find along 
the way.  

Rabbi Marc Baker is the 
president of Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies. 

Rediscovering the Questions

Rabbi Marc Baker 



gives respect to where you come 
from, and wine gives respect 
to the land that it comes from. 
Both give respect to the past and 
ties to the roots of tradition or 
soil,” Vadia told JNS.

“In Judaism, one of the things 
you’re required to do is ask for 
forgiveness from ha-makom – 
‘the place,’ meaning God – and 
that’s the destiny,” he explained. 
“We are also talking about that 
emphasis on locality with our 
wines; it’s all about the place.”

 Vadia grew up in a secu-
lar, partly Ashkenazi and partly 
Mizrachi family in the center of 
Israel. He has been in the wine 

industry for almost 12 years, 
working in the United States, 
Argentina, and New Zealand 
after studying horticulture and 
winemaking in California. For 
him and his family, Passover 
always entails participating in 
a Seder, reading parts of the 
Haggadah, speaking about what 
freedom means and contem-
plating their personal journey 
to freedom.

And, of course, it incorpo-
rates wine carefully paired with 
each Passover food.

With matzah-ball soup or 
chicken broth with kneidelach, 
Vadia suggests a light wine, such 
as a Viognier. Shoenfeld sug-
gests a dry white wine, such as 
the Yarden Sauvignon Blanc, or 

one with a bit of sweetness, like 
the Yarden Gewurztraminer.

With chicken, Vadia suggests 
a Grenache or a floral white 
wine suited to spring, such as 
Avivim, which is made from 
Chardonnay grapes and aged in 
oak for five months.

With lamb, Vadia suggests 
Galil’s Yaron or Ela from 2014, 
both winning wines in the 
Mundus Vini 2018 competition. 
Shoenfeld suggests a full-bod-
ied red.

Gefilte fish can pair well with 
their 2017 Sauvignon Blanc, 
which, due to its refreshing 
acidity, would complement the 
texture of the dish. Shoenfeld 
also suggests a sparkling wine, 
especially to offset the bitter 

heat of the horseradish.
With beef brisket, Vadia sug-

gests their 2014 Meron, another 
award-winning wine in 2018. 
Shoenfeld suggests a wine like 
the Yarden Syrah, which has 
“earthy, smoky and even gamy 
notes.”

Coconut macaroons, a Pass-
over dessert favorite, can be 
paired with sweet wines such as 
the Golan Height Winery’s 
“Yarden Heights” Gewurz-
traminer or their Muscat Canelli 
Moscato. Shoenfeld also sug-
gests Moscato, or if you are feel-
ing a little more adventurous, go 
with the sweet Yarden Port, 

which also pairs well with a 
flourless chocolate cake.

No matter what type of wine 
is paired with Passover cuisine, 
Shoenfeld left JNS with one 
principal request: “Israel is one 
of the areas that has the old-
est wine-making traditions on 
the planet, so it’s appropriate 
to celebrate historic events with 
Israeli wines, no matter where 
you are in the world.”

As he concluded: “With the 
historic event of leaving Egypt 
for Israel, it doesn’t make sense 
to drink wine from anywhere 
else. Only Israeli wines.”

From Roger & Elaine Volk

Wishing You a  
Peaceful & Happy 

Passover Season!

Blessings to you & yours 
at Pesach and always

 Happy 
 Passover

Judy White 
Realtor

781-479-0855

Happy Pesach!Happy Pesach!
Thank you for making us part 

of your holiday table for the last 71 years.

16 Atlantic Avenue • Marblehead • 781-631-0149 • www.shubies.com

ShubiesMarketplace @shubies @shubies

Wishing you a Passover  
of joy and song.

FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT SHIRAT HAYAM

Now offering T’rumot HaLev, “Gifts of the Heart,” 
our voluntary dues model.

Congregation Shirat Hayam  
of the North Shore
55 Atlantic Avenue | Swampscott, MA 01907 

781.599.8005 | csh@shirathayam.org 

www.shirathayam.org

“ Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord.  
They said: I will sing to the Lord, for He has triumphed 
gloriously ~” EXODUS 15:1

T’rumot HaLev
G I F T S H E A R Tof  the
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Israeli wine
from page 3A

Victor Shoenfeld



By Rabbi Yossi Lipsker 

For me, Passover is always 
linked with the birthday of the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe of Blessed 
Memory. This day is marked 
annually across the globe just 
days before Pesach.

He loomed larger than life for 
me throughout my childhood. 
Though he passed away short-
ly after we moved to the North 
Shore, I continue to feel his pres-
ence daily. I try to dedicate this 
day to reflect on his teachings 
and his profound impact on 
world Jewry. I think of his ongo-
ing influence in my life and how 
that shaped me to a large degree 
into who I am, and what it is 
that I do.

My father, a Russian-born 
Israeli immigrant, comes from 
a long line of Chabad Chasidim. 
He came to this country to be 
close to the Rebbe, and he and 
my mother were among the first 
wave of Shluchim – emissaries � 
to be appointed and dispatched 
by the Rebbe. Our “posting” was 
in Philadelphia, where my par-
ents may they live and be well, 
remain “stationed” till this day.

The lives of Chabad Shluchim 
have never been a typical 9 to 5. 
It’s always been more a calling 
than a career. My parents and 
my upbringing were no differ-
ent. I learned as a child that a 
home is not only a place for a 
family to grow up in. We knew 
that our home could be that and 
so much more.

Though there were certainly 
enough times that our home 
was a private place for us to 
bond as a family and grow with 
one another, it was frequently an 
oasis for a tired and hungry soul 
to have a hot meal. Often, they 
were lonely people, hungering 
for a morsel of human kindness 
as well.

People like Mr. H, who was in 
Auschwitz and had concentra-
tion camp numbers tattooed on 
his arm. 

Or Mottel T, a severely trou-
bled Jewish Vietnam veteran, 
who drummed incessantly with 
his fingers on our dining room 
table.

Or Gershon W, our very own 
messenger from on high, self-

appointed messianic savior sent 
to redeem the Jews of Bustleton 
Ave. Our home was the only 
place he had to go between fre-
quent stints in the psychiatric 
ward of Nazareth Hospital.

Or Rabbi F, one of the 
many roving “Meshulachim” 
(Tzedakah collectors), a yearly 
guest, who moved in and stayed 
with us. His fingers were con-
stantly locking and unlock-
ing from each other. With him, 
we were always left wondering 
what his real story was, espe-
cially when we would catch him 
sitting alone wiping a tear from 
his eye.

Whether it was Mr. H, Rabbi 
F, Mottel, Gershon, or Herschel, 
who had epilepsy and refused 
to tell the truth about anything, 
seemingly on principle, or the 
many others like him, they all 
shared one thing in common. 
All of them always left our home 
feeling a bit lighter than when 
they walked in; comforted in 
the simple knowledge that they 
were not alone in the world. My 
head spins with the memories of 
these people. I know that we did 
this for only one reason. We did 
it because this is what the Rebbe 
expected of us. We did it because 

we learned this from him.
Watching my Rebbe as I 

grew up made me realize that, 
although he was the Rebbe for 
heads of state, high-ranking gov-
ernment officials, and influen-
tial Jewish leaders, he was also 
very much my Rebbe and yours 
as well. Our Rebbe.

He was the Rebbe for the 
lonely and sad, offering renewed 
hope in humanity. He dared to 
beam light, opting for hope, 
even in the aftermath of what 
felt to so many like the retreat 
of light itself. He descended into 
the valley of the shadow of death 
that engulfed an entire genera-
tion of broken survivors, into 
the thick of a darkness that sent 
a shiver down the spine of dark-
ness itself.  

He lifted them with a world-
wide army of Shluchim. These 
emissaries for life serve till this 
day as his “Outstretched Arms,” 
envoys of goodness, tasked with 
sharing the wisdom and joy of 
Judaism to the world.  

He was the Rebbe for the sur-
vivors, the madmen, the wound-
ed soldiers of the Israeli army, 
and even the messiah from 
Nazareth Hospital.

Though I would be accurate 

in paying tribute to him as being 
the Rebbe who possessed the 
deepest, most innovative teach-
ings of our generation, I choose 
instead to pay tribute to him 
as the leader who showed the 
deepest love for the Jewish peo-
ple in our generation.

I always related to him more 
as the “Kohen-Gadol” (high 
priest) than the “Gadol-hador” 
(Torah giant), though he was 
unquestionably that as well. 
Just as the “Kohen Gadol” lov-
ingly led the lepers back into the 
Israelite camp in ancient times, 
so too did he lead our lost era 

back home.
Though I could recall him as 

a Moses, I think of him this Erev 
Pesach as an Elisha, a prophet 
breathing renewed life into the 
dead bones of an entire genera-
tion. 

Rebbe, I hope you look down 
on me with joy and pride from 
your heavenly place.

Happy birthday to you, my 
dear Rebbe. 

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker leads 
Chabad Lubavitch of the North 
Shore in Swampscott, Peabody, 
Everett and Lynn.
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Remembering the Rebbe who offered renewed hope in humanity on Passover 

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker

Diplomats joined Israeli Ambassador to the UN Danny Danon to celebrate Passover at a mock Seder this 
week. 

United Nations Seder



By Nicole Bauke
Chabad.org

U.S. Capt. Sanford Cohen 
counts down the end of his 
deployment in Kuwait by the 
number of Shabbats, rather than 
days.

“It’s a lot more manageable,” 
said Cohen, 38, from Staten 
Island, N.Y. “I’m going to quote 
one of my soldiers on this: The 
Friday-night service is what he 
looks forward to in his week. It 
completes his week. It pains him 
when he can’t make it. It pains 
him.”

There is not a single Jewish 
chaplain at Camp Buehring 
Army Base – let alone in all 
of Kuwait – but despite this, 
Cohen’s religious observance 
has remained at the forefront 
of his priorities, so much so that 
he has become a volunteer lay 

leader endorsed by the Jewish 
Welfare Board.

“When you don’t know if the 
bullet that’s being fired has your 
name on it, the ability to do 
more mitzvot … takes prece-
dence over other projects,” said 
Cohen.

Counting down by Shabbats 
is easier for his three sons – 
ages three, six, and nine – to 
grasp, too. While they only have 
a chance to speak to him on 
Sundays due to the time change 
and differing schedules, they 
always tell him what they did 
over Shabbat.

“I’ll take an article from 
Chabad.org or Aish on the 
week’s Torah portion,” he said, 
“and send it to my oldest son 
with, ‘Hey, I thought you’d like 
this … .’ He reads it, and they 
discuss it on Friday night.

And for Cohen, a Brigade 

Ammunition Officer of the 
35th Combat Aviation Brigade, 
the end of Passover marks his 
40th (and last) Shabbat of his 
nine-month deployment. But 
for now, he is busy preparing 
for and organizing Passover on 
base, expecting about 20 people 
to attend the seders.

“I’m not going to be with my 
family, but I’m going to be with 
my Army family,” said Cohen, 
whose family back in the States 
will be spending the holiday 
with his in-laws at a Chabad-
run resort hotel in Southern 
California.

As a lay leader, Cohen orders 
kosher MREs (shelf-stable Meals 
Ready to Eat), leads Friday-night 
services and organizes holi-
day celebrations for his fellow 
troops. Their Passover supplies 
would not be the same without 
the support of Jewish organiza-
tions such as the Aleph Institute, 
which provide items that cannot 
be ordered through the military.

“The only way to have a con-
nection is through organizations 
like Aleph Institute and Kosher 
Troops. They are what keeps us 
connected [when] there is no 
synagogue, there is no kosher 
restaurant,” said Cohen.

The Aleph Institute sends 
religious materials year-round: 
Torah scrolls, menorahs, 
hamantaschen, military cam-
ouflage siddurim (prayer books) 
and other Jewish books.

For Passover, they send what-
ever is needed to complete a 
seder meal, such as Haggadahs, 
charoset and shmurah mat-
zah, benefiting approximately 
1,000 soldiers on about 60 bases 
worldwide.

“This campaign was started 
by the Rebbe [Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel Schneerson] in 1941 
or ’42, and he oversaw it per-
sonally,” said Rabbi Menachem 
Katz, director of military and 
prison outreach at the Aleph 

Institute. “It’s something that 
goes back hundreds of years – 
back to every Lubavitcher Rebbe 
in Russia, where they took care 
of the Russian Jewish soldiers 
in the Russian Army and made 
sure they had matzah for Pesach 
and so on.”

The Aleph Institute also helps 
connect Jewish troops with the 
visiting Jewish chaplain so that 
more Jews are able to participate 
in holiday celebrations and reli-
gious observations, according to 
Capt. Mendy Stern, chaplain for 
the 312th Military Intelligence 
Battalion.

Stern, stationed at Fort Sam 
in Houston, is preparing for 
deployment to serve as the rabbi 
for troops in Afghanistan during 
Passover. This will be his second 
Passover deployment and his 
sixth deployment overall.

“This opportunity to serve 
those who serve our great coun-
try is an absolute honor and 
privilege,” wrote Stern over 
email. “Since joining the Army, 
I’ve encountered many Jewish 
troops whose lives were touched 
by the mere presence of a Jewish 
chaplain or the opportunity to 
observe a mitzvah in an other-
wise Jewish religious desert.”

His Passover preparations 
are complicated, to say the 
least. Usually, chaplains on 
the ground, who are usually 
not Jewish, request kosher-for-
Passover MREs (Meals Ready 
to Eat) and “Seder Kits,” which 
provide the basic items, accord-
ing to Stern. Everything must 

be arranged and shipped far 
in advance, and, traditionally, 
more people than expected tend 
to show up. During his previ-
ous Passover deployment, more 
than 60 Jews attended the sed-
ers.

“As there are so few Jewish 
chaplains, we must rely heavily 
on the chaplains on the ground 
to advertise and help spread the 
word of the upcoming services,” 
wrote Stern. “We rotate for holi-
day coverage to locations where 
there is no Jewish chaplain. We 
arrive a few days before Pesach, 
and we set up the seder, while 
still visiting the troops, provid-
ing counsel and [offering] sup-
port to the mission.”

The lack of Jewish chap-
lains is a real issue for Cohen, 
who wishes that more rabbis 
would bring their religious out-
reach to the U.S. military. He 
became a lay leader after trav-
eling two-and-a-half hours to 
Camp Arifjan last fall for Rosh 
Hashanah—the closest location 
for prayer services—forcing him 
to miss several days of work at 
his own base. There are “dozens” 
of chaplains at Camp Buehring, 
but no rabbis.

“There aren’t enough rabbis 
as chaplains in the military, so 
guys like me have to step up,” 
said Cohen. “This is the place 
– the army, the military – to do 
the most good, the most Kiddish 
Hashem, not just for the Jews 
but the non-Jews.”

Even though there are about 
5,000 Jewish-affiliating soldiers 
in the military, Katz estimates, 
there are only 12 active-duty 
Jewish chaplains in the Army, 
and less than 50 in the entire 
military. Where there isn’t a 
rabbi, lay leaders like Cohen fill 
the role as best they can. But 
both Stern and Cohen agree: It 
may be more complicated than 
a holiday at home, but it’s a shli-
chus [emissary mission] that’s 
well worth it.

“On one hand, there’s a bitter-
sweet feeling of being away from 
family during the holiday, hav-
ing to imagine the children ask-
ing the ‘Mah Nishtanah’ [‘Four 
Questions’] and celebrating 
thousands of miles away from 
home. On the other hand, the 
feeling that I’m embarking on 
a mission to celebrate Passover 
with servicemen and women 
who are far from home … it’s an 
adventure that I wouldn’t pass 
up.”

This story originally appeared 
on Chabad.org/News.

Happy Passover
 to 

All
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Wishing Everyone
A Happy Passover!

Paula Sack, President

A Happy Passover!
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A combat officer’s Passover in the sands of Kuwait

Photos: Chabad.org/News
U.S. Capt. Mendy Stern, chaplain for the 312th Military Intelligence Battalion, sets up for a Passover 
seder. 

U.S. Capt. Sanford Cohen on a Kuwait army base with the menorah 
he obtained with the help of the Aleph Institute. 

“There aren’t enough 
rabbis as chaplains in 

the military, so guys like 
me have to step up.” 

– U.S. Capt. Sanford Cohen



JESSICA SCHENKEL
Realtor

CRS, GRI, CBR, ASR, LMC, SRES

339.206.3302
“Everything I touch turns to SOLD!”

Follow me on                    … Jessica Schenkel, Realtor … I will lead you home

May your home be blessed
with the sound of singing

the taste of freedom
the light of spring
and the joy of love.

With warmest wishes from my home to yours, 
Happy Passover!

Workers’ Compensation 
and Personal Injury Lawyers

HAPPY PASSOVER!
978-745-0914
www.ppnlaw.com

27 Congress Street
Suite 301
Salem, MA 01970

(L-r): Daniel P. Napolitano Esq., Judson L. Pierce Esq., and Alan S. Pierce Esq.

Happy Passover

Marcia Glassman-Jaffe,  
Mark Jaffe & 

Family
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By David J. Meyer

Last year at this time, as the 
evening of First Seder was get-
ting close, our carefully laid 
plans as hosts hit a bit of an 
unexpected complication. We 
were expecting seder guests in 
numbers sufficient to complete-
ly fill our tables (permanent and 
collapsible), and had figured 
out the geometric maneuver-
ings necessary to fit everyone 
into our dining and living room 
space. It is part of the prepara-
tions that many can relate to!

Maybe because Seder night 
fell on a weekend, and certain-
ly because Passover was not 
prominent on the radar screen 
of many, some of our guests’ 
kids – college students whom we 
had not been expecting – asked 
to join us at the last minute. And 
would it be OK to bring along 
the girlfriend/boyfriend? Of 
course, we answered, and we’re 
delighted! These were young 
men and women who, through-
out their childhood, had joined 
us around the Passover table. 
And as they had each in turn left 
home, we missed having them 
at the yearly gathering. But how 
would we ever be able to sud-
denly fit all of these extra guests 
into our carefully planned and 
calculated arrangements?

My mood went quietly from 
the happiness of “Great news!” 
to the stress of “How are we 
going to pull this off?” And 
while bringing out another fold-
ing table, and re-arranging the 
furniture yet again, I worried 
about all of those last-minute 
additions. 

But I interrupted such 
thoughts, and began thinking 
about how, only a few weeks 
before, I had prayed at the Kotel, 

the Western Wall in Jerusalem; 
arguably the holiest site in the 
Jewish world. When you leave 
the area of the Wall, it is custom-
ary to NOT simply turn around 
and go, but to turn around and 
walk backwards, facing the Wall, 
remaining in its ambiance for 
as long as possible. And it was a 
lovely teaching of the late rabbi 
and singer, Shlomo Carlebach, 
which I had heard long ago, that 
in an instant, changed my entire 
mood and thinking: 

“Do you know the way you 
walk back from the Holy Wall? 
You don’t turn around and walk 
away. You walk backwards. 
When you meet the king, you 
don’t turn around and walk 
away when you leave. I bless 
you to walk away backwards and 
keep your eyes on the Holy Wall, 
keep your eyes on Yerushalayim 
Ir Hakodesh!

“Also when your children 
grow up and they walk out of 
your house and they build their 
own house – sadly enough, a 
lot of children turn around and 

walk away, they don’t build a 
Jewish house anymore. I want 
to bless you [that] your children 
should walk away backwards 
from your home.”

It dawned on me: How won-
derful and beautiful that these 
kids, who over their years grow-
ing up sitting around the Seder 
table at their parents’ insistence, 
would make that experience a 
priority now in their lives! And 
they even wanted to share it with 
their friends! Their memories of 
all of those Passover evenings, 
had impressed upon them the 
joy, the spiritual meanings, 
and the beauty of the Festival 
– all of which they continue to 
value. Clearly, I realized, they 
had not turned away from their 
faith and families when they left 
home – they had “walked away 
backwards.” What more could 
we, as parents, ever ask?

We are entering not only the 
season of Passover and then 
Shavuot, but also the season 
of graduations. Especially for 
those preparing to send chil-
dren off to college, we wonder 
what they will take along with 
them of the values and teach-
ings we’ve tried to impart. We 
hope that they will continue 
to seek out Jewish community 
and celebration, and when pos-
sible, come home for the holy 
and festive days that they have 
known over the years. We pray 
that something of their Jewish 
faith and heritage will always 
be important in their own lives 
as they forge their own spiritual 
paths. We hope that when they 
leave, that they will walk away 
“looking backwards.”

Rabbi David J. Meyer is 
Senior Rabbi of Temple Emanu-
El in Marblehead.

Walking away backwards

Rabbi David J. Meyer

Matzah for all 

In Israel, the Friends of the IDF distributed Passover care packages 
to thousands of soldiers. 



be taken care of, the stranger as 
well as the citizen. All were to 
be treated with compassion and 
given a place at the sacred table.

The Passover Seder is a ritu-
al meant to impress this moral 
obligation upon all of us, for all 

time. It is a meal that reminds 
us to consider the plight of the 
oppressed, the vulnerable, those 
displaced and dislocated from 
home, deprived of security, sub-
ject to mistreatment, slavery, 
torture and deprivation. In the 

Haggadah, we recite the enig-
matic Aramaic words, “Arami 
Oved Avi.” We usually translate 
this as, “My father was a wander-
ing Aramean.” It is a way of say-
ing that our patriarchal ances-
tors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

were Syrian refugees. Even before 
our people were settled in Egypt, 
they were foreigners in Canaan. 
As migrants, they wandered 
from land to land seeking the 
security of home and a peace-
ful life. Water was often in short 
supply, but they were resource-
ful and dug many wells. When 
their new neighbors claimed the 
wells as their own, our ancestors 
sought to keep the peace and dug 
new wells. The city of Beersheba 
means “Seven Wells” because 
the first six they dug were taken, 
and given up without a fight, and 
when the seventh was dug they 
made peace.

This Passover may we respond 
to needs of the homeless and 
the vulnerable among us. This 
Pesach, may we resolve to work 
harder to reunite children with 
parents, and free the captives 
whose only crime is to seek a 
secure life in a land of freedom. 
This Passover may we open our 
hearts and our homes to share 
our food and all the privileges 
of our freedom with all who are 
in need.

Rabbi David Kudan leads 
Temple Tiferet Shalom in 
Peabody.

From the entire Temple Sinai Family
we wish you & your family

 a PESACH
rich with traditions

& filled with many blessings.

Rabbi David Cohen - Henriquez

Cantor David Aronson

Rabbi Emeritus,  Jonas Goldberg

Susan Weiner | Executive Director

Merle D. Hyman | President 
1 Community Road

Marblehead, MA 01945
www.templesinaiweb.org

May your light  
shine bright this  
Passover season! 

Wishing you
Peace and  
Happiness!

Mindy McMahon
Coldwell Banker Marblehead

Realtor / Certified Stager
617 834 4439

Here’s to a joyful Passover  
to you and your family from 
Epstein Hillel School! 

 

Chag Pesach Sameach! 
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Warm Wishes for 
a Ha�y, Healthy 

Pa�over
GELB & GELB LLP

Counsellors at Law
Trying and Settling Cases Since 1987SM

Business and Securities
Probate Litigation and Domestic Relations
Criminal Defense • Academic and Student

Misconduct Defense

900 Cumming Center, Suite 207V
Beverly, MA 01915

(617) 345-0010

www.gelbgelb.com
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A story of immigration
from page 4A



HAPPY PASSOVER

Walnut Street 
Synagogue 
wishes you  
and your  

loved ones 
a Happy  

and Peaceful
Passover

145 Walnut Street, Chelsea, MA 02150
www.walnutstreetsynagogue.com
145 Walnut Street, Chelsea, MA 02150
www.walnutstreetsynagogue.com

Chag Pesach Sameach!

ROSALYN B. ABRAMS, PRESIDENT

STANLEY SIMON, VICE-PRESIDENT

SETH LANDAU, SPIRITUAL LEADER

WWW.PEABODYCSI.ORG • PEABODYCSI.ORG@COMCAST.NET

PASSOVER GREETINGS
FROM

CONGREGATION  
SONS OF ISRAEL,
PEABODY
PARK & SPRING STREETS

NOW IN OUR 110th YEAR

Please join us for Passover Services:

First two days: Saturday, April 20th & Sunday, April 21st

Last two days: Friday, April 26 & Saturday, April 27

All services begin at 9 am, followed by a Passover kiddish

On Saturday, April 27, Yizkor will be recited at approx. 10:30 am

Chag Pesach Sameach

z v i @ j a l f i n p h o t o . c o m  •  j a l f i n p h o t o . c o m  •  7 8 1 . 4 4 9 . 7 2 4 9

Happy Passover
to All my Clients & Friends

Zvi Jalfin

Happy Passover!

10 School Street, Marblehead
781-631-5700

Now serving brunch Sunday 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
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By Rabbi David  
Cohen-Henriquez

The heart of the Passover 
Seder, the Maggid or Narrative, 
starts with the story of a flat, 
unrisen, bread we call matzah. 
It is an un-bread, the food of 
nomads or, according to our 
tradition, the bread of poverty 
and those who suffer, and the 
food of those ready to leave 
everything behind in a rush.

The Passover Haggadah 
gives us a tripartite reason for 
this unique bread.

The first is an invitation to 
recall the memory of our ances-
tors, from the slavery and suf-
fering they endured in the origi-
nal exodus from Egypt. “This is 
the Bread of Poverty that our 
ancestors ate in the land of 
Egypt.”  

It then continues to the sec-
ond part:

“Let all who are hungry 
come and eat. Let all who are 
in need, come and share the 
Pesach meal.”

This part brings us to today, 
to our contemporary surround-
ings. Are there still people in 
need around us? If so, they 
should be invited to celebrate 
the Liberation Meal with us.

To partake in this libera-
tion dinner, it is essential that 
we invite those in need to our 
houses, and are proactive in 
making sure that no one in our 
community wants for anything. 
“This year we are still here, next 
year in the land of Israel. This 
year we are still slaves, next year 
free people.”

In our recollection of how 
much we may have improved 
from our humble slave days in 
Egypt to our current times, the 

matzah invites us to acknowl-
edge how much can still be 
done and makes room for 
improvement in our societies. 

The third part of the Ha 
Lachma is an invitation to imag-
ine a better future, an ideal time 
and place, the Promised Land 
and Holy City in our conscious-
ness, everywhere we establish 
ourselves.

Emancipation from mental 
slavery and human-made bar-
riers is still needed in the world 
we live in today. Pesach is an 
invitation to dream of a better 
tomorrow, a world where no 
one around us shall be hungry 
for food or for a community 
with which to celebrate. 

Rabbi David Cohen-
Henriquez leads Temple Sinai 
in Marblehead. 

Ha Lachma Anya: The bread of affliction

Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez



Wishing you and your loved ones a 

Happy Hanukkah! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Senator Brendan Crighton and 
Family 

Wishing you and your loved ones a
Happy Passover!

Wishing you a meaningful Passover 
from Fara  and Jay Goldberg & Spire Investments

spireinvest.com

We’ve been catering to 
families like yours since 
Passover began (not really, 
but 70 years, anyway).

The Products AND The People

www.designerbath.com
800-649-bath

and salem plumbing supply

From our family to yours,
Chag Sameach!

Happy 
passover

from

The Kepnes Family

FLEET SUPPLY CO.
Chelsea, MA

New England’s Largest 
Truck Parts Supplier

781-956-2279 
www.rotenbergteam.com

Sima and Sam from Rotenberg Team 
wishing our clients, family and friends 

a Happy & Joyous Passover

 Sima@rotenbergteam.com Sam@rotenbergteam.com
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By Rabbi Steven Lewis 

“Let me hear your voice, for 
your voice is sweet!”

– Song of Songs 2:14

“A moral movement is only 
as strong as the songs we sing 
together”

– Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II

Another reason why this 
night may be different than 
all other nights is that we sing, 
sing, sing!  Singing is a central 
element of the Seder. In many 
homes, moments of song are 
the most essential and cher-
ished remnant of a traditional 
Seder in which we sing the order 
of the service, we sing the Four 
Questions, we sing “Dayenu,” 
and we sing some medieval 
songs with no specific connec-
tion to Passover.  Uniquely in the 
Jewish year, we also sing Hallel 
(Psalms 113-118). The Seder is 
the only time Hallel is sung at 
night.  

Why? What is it about the 
Passover Seder that has made it 
so relentlessly tuneful? I believe 
it is because singing together is 
a vital strategy to meet the cen-
tral challenges of the Seder: to 
see ourselves as if we personally 
came out of enslavement.  

Singing has a unique trans-
formative capacity to help with 
the creative and emotional chal-
lenge of the Seder.  Singing can 
be an embodied enactment 
rather than detached recitation. 
One can analyze and discuss the 
need for freedom.  It is a totally 
different experience to sing with 
a full heart: “I’m on my way to 
freedom land!” 

In singing, we can feel natural 
and fully present even in fan-
tastical realms. (For example, 

“I’d  like to be under the sea 
in an octopus’s garden in the 
shade”). This capacity of song to 
enter us into the Passover story 
occurs with Psalm 114, which 
begins with an historical nar-
rative – “When Israel went out 
from Egypt…” – and immedi-
ately transforms the singer as 
an observer on the shores of the 
Sea of Reeds witnessing a mir-
acle “What’s with you, sea, that 
you flee?!” On Seder night, we 
tell the story and dare to trans-
port ourselves into that story 
in order to achieve a renewed 
and enhanced consciousness of 
freedom.  

Another aspect of song is 
what it means for communi-
ty.  The redemption of Pesach 
includes the individual and the 
collective.  The imperatives of 
Passover are not only an indi-
vidual experience of liberation 
in order to fulfill sacred obli-
gations, but an imperative to 
work toward a collective Jewish 

community liberated to fulfill 
sacred obligations. Singing is 
also an essential tool for this 
communal redemptive chal-
lenge.  Singing together culti-
vates a skill we need in order 
to work together for justice and 
freedom: the skill of speaking 
and listening at the same time. 
Singing together is not just let-
ting out our voices to be heard, 
but also opening our ears to the 
sound of other voices mixing 
with our own and bringing our 
voices together in harmony.   

Song then becomes not 
only a means of celebration, 
but a tool for expanding our 
consciousness and bonding 
as a community.  Lord Rabbi 
Jonathan Sacks comments in 
his Haggada, on Deuteronomy 
31:19: “Therefore, write down 
this song and teach it to the 
people of Israel; put it in their 
mouths ...”  Surprisingly in 
this verse, the Torah is referred 
to as a song (shir). He writes: 
“Words are the language of the 
mind. Music is the language of 
the soul. Whenever speech is 
invested with deep emotion it 
aspires to the condition of song.  
Thus we do not say our prayers; 
we sing them. We do not read 
the Torah; we chant it. We do 
not study Talmud; we intone 
it. Each kind of text, and each 
period of the Jewish year, has its 
own melody. Thus Moses was 
saying: to transmit Torah across 
the generations as a living faith, 
it must be not just a code of law, 
but also the song of the Jewish 
people.” 

May you have a sweet, mean-
ingful, and tuneful Pesach.

Rabbi Steven Lewis is the 
spiritual leader of Temple 
Ahavat Achim in Gloucester.

During the Pesach Seder, sing with all your heart

Rabbi Steven Lewis



HAPPY PESACH
WISHING YOU AN INCLUSIVE, JOYFUL PASSOVER SEASON!

Yachad is dedicated to the inclusion of all Jews with 
disabilities in every aspect of Jewish life. We aim to build 

inclusive friendships, so no one sits on the sidelines, while 
supporting families, educating for greater understanding 
and acceptance, and promoting a pro-disability attitude. 

Yachad is a program of the Orthodox Union.

YACHAD.ORG/NEWENGLAND • (617) 209-6799

   

UNIVERSITY

Fuel UF
Near Salem State University

HAPPY 
PASSOVER!
Tel 978-740-5115 • Fax/Office 978-535-9070

SteveBornstein@comcast.net
290 Canal Street • Salem, MA 01970

Best Wishes  
for a Happy and Peaceful

Passover
Jay Epstein D.M.D., P.C.

Dr. Jay Epstein
Dr. Paula Wrenn
Dr. Emily Joseph

Chag Pesach Sameach

from

Shelley and Marty Schneer

MgrGlobalRealty.com • mromanovsky@mgrglobal.com 
133 Broad St. Lynn • 781-581-7775

Michael Romanovsky, CIPS, CBR, RMM

Certified International Property 
Specialist 

National Association of Realtors 
President's Liaison to Russian 
Guild of Relators 2009-2014

Broker/Owner
Your local and worldwide Realtor

From our 
Family to Yours

Galina 
& 

Michael
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By Rabbi Richard Perlman

Leonard Norman Cohen is 
a Canadian singer-songwriter, 
musician, poet, and novelist. 
His work often explores reli-
gion, isolation, sexuality, and 
interpersonal relationships. 
One thing he teaches is that, 
“Everything has a crack in it 
– that’s how the light gets in.” 
While this is a very interest-
ing perspective, it reminds me 
of the following story I once 
heard:

Moshe was working his way 
through college with two part-
time jobs. One day his math 
professor announced that 
whoever earned the highest 
score on the upcoming final 
would be awarded a teach-
ing assistant position in the 
department. This was the kind 
of opportunity Moshe had 
been hoping for, but, as luck 
would have it, on the day of the 
exam, he was delayed at work.

Moshe finally finished his 
job and ran to class as fast as 
he could get there. When he 
arrived, he found only a few 
students in their seats and his 
professor seated in the front of 
the room reading something 
on his tablet. Moshe apolo-
gized for being late, but since 
the teacher knew of Moshe’s 
financial situation, he imme-
diately put him at ease. “Save 
your energy,” he said. “The test 
is a take-home exam. There are 
only five questions. You can 
work on it here and now if you 
like, but it is not due on my 
desk until Monday morning.”

Wanting to get that teaching 
assistant job with the profes-
sor, Moshe worked very hard 
all weekend on the math prob-

lems. He did nothing else. The 
first three questions were rath-
er straightforward, but the last 
two were much more difficult 
than he ever could have imag-
ined. They were so difficult that 
there were a few times when 
he almost gave up, but the 
prospect of the job and what 
an opportunity that would be 
inspired Moshe to keep work-
ing.

Monday morning came, and 
not sure he got the last two 
answers right, he did his best 
and handed the test in on time. 
Later that day, after not sleep-
ing all weekend, Moshe was 
awakened by a pounding on 
his dorm room door. It was 
the professor. “We need to 
talk about this,” the teacher 
said, frantically waving the test 
paper in the air.

Moshe stood there in shock, 
afraid to move or breathe. His 
stomach was twisted in knots.

“I don’t know what to say,” 
the professor continued. “In 
my 25 years of teaching, this 

has never happened.” Hearing 
this, Moshe became so ner-
vous, his knees started to buck-
le. “You did it!” the professor 
shouted. “You actually solved 
the last two problems!”

“I was supposed to, wasn’t 
I?” Moshe answered.

“Not really,” the profes-
sor exclaimed. “You see, I 
explained to the class that the 
last two problems were extra 
credit brain teasers. I also told 
them that no one had ever 
solved them in all the years I 
had been giving this test. Since 
you came late, I inadvertently 
forgot to tell you that. Unlike 
everyone else who knew I did 
not expect anyone to figure 
these out, you pulled it off! 
OK, Moshe, don’t just sit there! 
Come with me. We’ve got lots 
of work to do.”

This month, we will be cel-
ebrating Chag HaPesach – the 
Festival of Passover. Do you 
think if they were told of the 
hardships they were about to 
face in the wilderness that B’nai 
Yisrael would have “taken that 
test?” How many times have 
we given up doing those things 
we should have done because 
someone told us it was too hard 
to try? Next time someone tells 
you that, remember the Moshe 
of our story and the Moshe of 
Chag HaPesach and remember 
the words of Leonard Cohen: 
“Everything has a crack in it – 
that’s how the light gets in.” 

From house to house, have 
a Kosher and a Zissen Pesach.

Rabbi Richard Perlman is 
the spiritual leader of Temple 
Ner Tamid in Peabody. 

Let the story of Pesach be your inspiration

Rabbi Richard Perlman

Photo courtesy of Shavei Israel
Almost 2,000 boxes of matzah were sent from Israel to Jews in 
Poland for Passover. 

Special matzah delivery 



By Rabbi Nechemia 
Schusterman 

Ok, sorry for that shocking 
headline, but here goes. I hate 
Pesach. There, I said it. No, it is 
not for all the cleaning needed. 
It’s not my favorite thing, but 
I can handle that. It isn’t even 
the spike in my credit card bill 
as this holiday comes and goes, 
though that, too, is not my 
favorite thing. The reason I hate 
Pesach is because to really do 
it right, you need to confront 
your chametz. You need to look 

inside yourself, and let’s face it, 
who likes doing that?

We will soon be gathered 
around the table talking about 
the four sons, and this is often 
an emotional call to parents to 
explore their success and fail-
ure, as to which kind of son 
they raised or are raising. 

I have four sons, but they 
are all the righteous one, so for 
me this is merely an exercise 
in theory. Seriously though, I 
think there is powerful con-
versation to be had here.  
It often seems that regardless 
of what is going on, we are not 
getting it right. Are our kids 
happy? If not, why not? If they 
are, we ask ourselves more 
questions, all in an effort to 

attain perfection for them, and 
thus for ourselves. Why aren’t 
they more driven and moti-
vated? And if they are, we look 
for something else. We work 
ourselves to the bone trying to 
make them happy, and most 
often, our efforts to improve 
things are met with responses 
like, “Just mind your own busi-
ness,” or “Stay out of my life!” 

My book on parenting is 
coming out, so for a more thor-
ough deep dive into this, you 
are going to have to wait. But 
for now, let this suffice.

I recently listened to a pod-
cast in which Dr. Phil was being 
interviewed. Most of what 
he said was common sense, 
including what finally made it 
click for me.

He described a scenario that 
often comes up on his show, 
where there is a 30-something-
year-old living at home, abus-
ing various substances, and 
parents who don’t know what 
to do with their failing child/
adult.

He continued that often 
there is a complex situation, 
with traumas and other men-
tal health disorders that require 
delicate handling, but more 
often the situation is quite sim-
ple and easy to fix. The parents 
don’t want to live with the worry 
that their child is on the streets, 
perhaps being taken advantage 
of, perhaps they are cold, per-
haps they may take their sub-
stance abuse to its worst-case 
scenario. So rather than feel all 
that fear, the parents will pro-
vide their child with a roof over 
their head, food to eat, a cell 
phone to use – just in case of 
emergency. In truth though, in 
that scenario the parents “help-
ing” is not doing their child any 
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Why I hate Pesach: The pain of confronting reality

Rabbi Nechemia Schusterman
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favor. They are selfishly only 
trying to do themselves a favor, 
of a less anxious night’s sleep.

Kids want to be parented 
and pushed. They crave bound-
aries and borders. When they 
say “back off,” what they may 
often be really saying is, “I need 
some space to figure out all 
these feelings I feel inside. So 
please allow me some time to 
process what you just said or 
did, while I work this out on 
my own. I want to be an adult 
someday, too, and I can’t get 
there if you are always butting 
in.”

I wonder, and that is all 
this is, me wondering, if this is 
what is going on in our lives, as 
viewed from G-d’s perspective. 
Perhaps our pain, parenting, 
faith, health, or any other chal-
lenge, is the pain of growth. 
Perhaps the things that appear 
difficult are the things that are 
exactly what we need. And like 
our children, we need training 
to push through.  

The Passover season is filled 
with so much investment of 
time, energy, and emotion. 
Sometimes we wonder if all the 
hassle is worth it. I am sug-
gesting, perhaps it is a part of 
the process of growing up as a 
people; mimicking our grow-
ing up as a human, as a child. 
We need to feel the pain of 
childhood to grow and become 
an adult. Perhaps this is the 
essence of Pesach? The journey 
to be free? This is perhaps the 

deeper meaning of the struggle 
of the four sons?

So you want to know, why 
I hate Pesach? Because, con-
fronting these real world ideas 
is as real as it gets. When we talk 
about searching for chametz, 
and getting rid of it, it means 
to not only rid ourselves of our 
physical chametz, but of our 
internal chametz. Our struggles 
and worries. To get rid of it, you 
have to look for it, find it, fix 
it, and dispose of it. Now who 
wants to do that?

Having said that, I would not 
trade it in for anything. Once 
you have confronted your cha-
metz, there is no better feeling 
than that. 

Oh, and don’t worry, there 
will be a new batch of chametz 
right after Pesach.

Rabbi Nechemia 
Schusterman is the spiritual 
leader of Chabad of Peabody.

A worker at the Lubavitch Matzah Bakery in Crown Heights wraps a 
bundle of shmurah matzah.  

Bundling shmurah matzah 

We work ourselves 
to the bone trying to 

make them happy, and 
most often, our efforts 
to improve things are 

met with responses like, 
“Just mind your own 

business,” or “Stay out 
of my life!”
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Wishing All a Happy Passover
The Passover story compels us to think about freedom and what it means. For 
many of us, freedom is much more than physical freedom, rather it’s freedom of 
the mind and spirit - the freedom to think, dream, and achieve throughout  
life’s journey.

At Hebrew SeniorLife we are inspired every day by the seniors we care for and 
those who care for them. They teach us all that we remain free to grow in mind 
and spirit, and by supporting each other, bring joy to our lives and that of others.

Wishing you a happy Passover from our Hebrew SeniorLife family to yours.

Jeffrey D. Drucker 
Board Chair 

Louis J. Woolf 
President and CEO
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A festive Passover table, with hints of east and west

Sephardic Apricot-
Cherry Charoset 

(Pareve)

Makes 2–2 ½ cups

Cook’s Tips:
*Use kitchen scissors to cut 

up dried fruits.
*May be prepared a week 

ahead.
*Place in serving bowl, cover 

tightly with Saran wrap and 
refrigerate.

Ingredients:
1 cup dried apricots, cut up
¼ cup dried cherries
3 large dried peaches (about 

4 ounces) cut in chunks
¼ cup walnuts or pecans
2 tablespoons packed fresh 

mint leaves
3-4 tablespoons sweet wine
2 tablespoons honey or to 

taste

Directions:
Place dried fruits in a bowl 

and cover with boiling water. 
Let stand 30 minutes or so to 
soften. Drain well.

Place in a food processor and 
pulse to chop coarsely.

Add the nuts, mint, 3 table-
spoons wine and honey. Process 
to chop finely. Transfer to a 
bowl. Add more honey or wine 
as desired.

Serve at room temperature.

Springtime Vegetable Soup (Pareve)

Makes 6-8 servings
Ingredient list may seem long, but it’s easy with pre-

prepared items.
Cook’s Tips:
*Use a good packaged vegetarian broth.
*Zucchini is available precut in strips or use the shred-

ding attachment in food processor.
*Shredded carrots available in market.
*Prepare 1-2 days ahead, cover and refrigerate.
*May substitute packaged kosher chicken broth for 

vegetarian to make a meat soup.

Ingredients:

Directions:
In large pot, heat olive oil over medium heat.
Add all the remaining ingredients. Bring to boil.
Reduce to simmer. Cook for 10 to 15 minutes, or until veggies are softened.
Serve hot.

Sweet and Zesty Passover Kugel (Pareve)

Serves 10-12
Packed with fruits and veggies, this is a variation of a much-

requested recipe.

Cook’s Tips:
*Chop potatoes and apple in food processor.
*Wrap thawed spinach in double layer of paper towels to 

squeeze dry.
*Zap frozen orange juice concentrate for 10-15 seconds in 

microwave to thaw.
*May be prepared 1 day ahead and refrigerated.
*Bake as in recipe below.

Ingredients:
2 medium sweet potatoes, peeled and cut in chunks
1 medium baking potato, peeled and cut in chunks
2 Granny Smith apples, unpeeled, cored and cut in chunks
4 ounces (1 stick), plus 2 tablespoons margarine, melted
1 (10 ounce) package frozen chopped spinach, thawed and 

squeezed dry
1½ cups bagged shredded carrots
½ cup canned crushed pineapple, well-drained
½ cup raisins
½ cup matzah meal
� cup sugar
� cup frozen orange-juice concentrate, thawed

Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Spray a 9-inch square baking dish with nonstick cooking spray.
Coarsely chop the potatoes and apples in the food processor. In 

a large bowl, place potatoes, apples, about 1 stick melted marga-
rine and all remaining ingredients. Stir to mix well.

Spoon into prepared baking dish. Drizzle with remaining mar-
garine.

Bake in preheated oven for 1¼ hours, or until firm and nicely 
browned. If browning too quickly, cover loosely with aluminum 
foil.

Serve warm or at room temperature.

1 tablespoon olive oil
½ medium sweet onion, sliced 

thinly
1 medium green zucchini (about 

1½ cups), cut julienne
1 medium yellow zucchini 

(about 1½ cups), cut julienne

3 medium tomatoes, snipped 
coarsely

1 cup shredded carrots
½ cup grated parsnip
¼ cup snipped fresh dill, packed
¼ cup snipped fresh parsley, 

packed

6-7 cups vegetarian broth
2 teaspoons lemon-pepper  

seasoning or to taste

‘Za’atar’ Baked Steelhead Trout (Pareve)
Serves 8
 Cook’s Tips:
*Line baking pan with alumi-

num foil for easy cleanup.
*Use fresh lemon, not bottled.

Ingredients:
2-2½ pound fillet steelhead 

trout
3 tablespoons fresh lemon 

juice
1 teaspoon kosher salt
2 teaspoons fresh ground black 

pepper
1 tablespoon za’atar
2 tablespoons finely snipped 

parsley

Directions:
Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
Place steelhead trout fillet on prepared baking pan.
Sprinkle all over with lemon juice, salt, pepper and za’atar.
Bake in preheated oven for 18 minutes. Cooked when a knife is inserted and flakes are opaque.  

Before serving, sprinkle with parsley.
Serve hot, warm, or even at room temperature.

For American Jews, obser-
vant or secular, Passover is a big 
deal. According to a Pew Report, 
almost 70 percent American 
Jews attend a Passover seder. It’s 
a time when friends and fam-
ily come together to read the 
Haggadah and hear the ancient 
story of the Hebrews’ flight from 
Egyptian slavery to freedom.

Of course, food is another 
highlight of the multicourse 
meal. In fact, the entire eight-
day celebration (seven days 
in Israel), which begins on 
the night of April 19, revolves 
around specific foods and the 
prohibitions around leaven. But 
today, eating remains less of an 
issue than ever before. There are 
literally thousands of types of 
kosher-for-Passover food and 
wine (gluten-free, lactose-free, 
nut-free, whole-grain), though 
items disappear quickly from 
supermarket shelves. Buy neces-
sary staples and products when 
you see them.

Though matzah takes the 
place of bread during Passover, 
there’s no need to eat it with 
every dish. Although Ashkenazi 
Passover dishes are heavy on 
matzah, eggs, and dairy prod-
ucts, which were easily avail-
able in Eastern Europe, these 
traditional dishes can be light-
ened with fresh fruits and veg-
etables, in tune with contempo-

rary dietary recommendations. 
In contrast, Sephardic Passover 
dishes are light and lively, heavy 
on fresh produce, exotic spices, 
and zesty seasonings – all part of 
the ancient Mediterranean diet.

At this writer’s house, the 
first seder features an Ashkenazi 
meal with dishes that have 
been adapted to add generous 
amounts of fruits and vegeta-
bles. The second night features a 
Sephardic meal, definitely more 
appealing to the diet-conscious. 
Consider serving fish along 
with the traditional brisket or 
chicken. Instead of salmon, look 
for steelhead trout. It looks an 
awful lot like salmon, but it’s not; 
it’s softer and flakier. Don’t try 
to divide it into neat portions; 
just spoon into pieces. Native to 
Alaska and the West Coast, it’s 
one of the healthier types of fish, 
with plenty of lean protein and 
omega-3 fatty acids. Just make 
sure you buy farm-raised, as 
wild steelhead is an endangered 
species, depending on where it’s 
from.

The recipes below do not 
include kitniyot (legumes such 
as seeds such as rice, corn, sun-
flower seeds, sesame seeds, soy-
beans, peas and lentils), which 
are not consumed by Ashkenazi 
Jews during the holiday. 
Sephardic Jews maintain their 
tradition of eating rice.

By Ethel G. Hoffman
JNS.org



By Myrna Fearer

Whether you call it 
Passover or Pesach, 
you don’t need radar 

to know when the holiday is on 
its way. Temples begin send-
ing out flyers for their annual 
Seder and if you’re fortunate, 
you start receiving invitations 
from friends and family.

Kosher for Passover ads begin 
appearing in grocery store flyers 
long before the holiday. There 
are so many different products. 
My parents and grandparents 
would never have believed you 
don’t have to make every single 
thing from scratch.  

I know my mother would be 
astonished to see Passover cake 
mixes, mixes for matzah ball 
soup, and even Passover noodles 
for the lasagna we used to make 
using softened matzahs. They all 
say Kosher for Passover, but I’m 
still not sure my mother would 
ever use them and certainly not 
my grandmother.

In fact, my mother was so 
kosher, when she came to my 
house for the holiday, even 
though I cooked kosher-style 
and bought the acceptable 
products, I didn’t change my 
dishes. I had a Depression-era 
glass luncheon set my mother 
received when she was married, 
which I stored in the attic. Each 
year I’d take out specific dishes 
she used only for the holiday. I 
also had a set of stainless steel 
utensils that only she used. The 
only things that ever touched 
those plates were gefilte fish, 
Gold’s horseradish, Passover 
macaroons, pieces of Barton’s 
candy, and anything else I could 
find with a label.

So many memories, so many 
Seders, so many people no lon-
ger with us. “OK, Myrna, don’t 
dwell,” I say to myself. Oh, but 
I do. My mind goes back to dif-
ferent celebrations with smiling 
faces sitting around a Passover 
table. Relatives and friends eat-
ing, talking, praying together, 
opening the door for Elijah when 
as kids we were sure we could 
see the wine in the glass going 
down. Did Elijah really visit us or 
was the level of wine diminished 
by evaporation? 

Seders were celebrated in so 
many different locations, I feel 
like we were wandering Jews. We 

broke matzah together in Lynn, 
Mattapan, Chelsea, Winthrop, 
Randolph, Canton, Lynnfield 
and of course, Danvers. Each 
setting was unique yet each was 
the same. 

As a young kid, I can recall 
sitting at my grandmother Pearl 
Finkle’s table in her four-room 
apartment on the third floor of 
48 Church St. in Lynn. I can still 
see the big glass jugs of wine 
Bubbe made and stored on the 
tiny porch off the kitchen. The 
jugs were covered with tarps that 
kept the pigeons away.  

To this day, I cannot figure 
out how my family – my moth-
er, father, older brother, and I 
– stayed in this tiny apartment. 
The large bedroom off the kitch-
en belonged to my grandmoth-
er; Uncle Jake slept in the other 
bedroom, and there was a couch 
in the living room/den. I think 
the four of us piled into Bubbe’s 

bedroom while she slept on the 
couch. 

After a few years of this, 
we stayed home for Passover.  
I once asked my mother why 
we stopped going to Lynn. 
Apparently, Bubbe decided it 
was time for my mother to make 
Passover at her home.

We also shared a Passover 
Seder at my Zayde Liftman’s 
house in Chelsea, but not for 
very long. Entertaining a family 
of seven married children and 
their families plus my single 
aunt made for a lot of people. 
So, Bubbe and Zayde spent the 
entire Passover holiday at my 
Aunt Sarah’s house in Mattapan. 
She ran Seders the first and sec-
ond night of Passover. Half of 
us went to the first Seder and 
the others were invited to the 
second. 

Both nights were very 
long. My zayde, Rev. Friedel 

Liftman, covered every single 
line, period, and comma in the 
Haggadah. I am convinced my 
grandfather had super hearing. 
He listened to every one of his 
sons and even sons-in-law say-
ing the prayers. Before the Seder 
was over, Zayde had managed to 
correct each man verbally. I was 
so embarrassed for my uncles 
and especially for my father. I 
was prepared to stand up to 
Zayde and tell him that wasn’t 
nice, but I was afraid so I kept 
quiet. 

Despite my fear, I truly loved 
the Liftman Seders. After din-
ner was time for singing and 

we all did so with gusto. Since it 
was close to midnight, it helped 
wake us up. Years later I still hear 
the rousing words to “Dayenu” 
and “Chad Gadya.”

By the way, since it’s tradition-
al for the youngest child to ask 
the Four Questions at the Seder, 
I wasn’t going to be picked on for 
a mistake. I spent the year prac-
ticing for what was supposed to 
be my turn. I needn’t have both-
ered. I was passed over in favor 
of a male cousin the same age. 

Myrna Fearer writes from 
Danvers. Email her at msfearer@
gmail.com.
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Closed for the 7th day of Passover Fri 4/26/19

Chag Sameach...Happy Passover
CLEARANCE PRICES

While Supplies Last

Remember, Our Kitchens Will Be Cooking
During Chol Hamoed – PLUSFresh

Deli Meats, Salads, Fresh Dairy Products &
Of Course FRESH MEATS & POULTRY, 

Cut All Day - Every Day!

MANISCHEWITZ MACAROONS 10 OZ CAN . . . .2 FOR $3
ASSORTED FRUIT SLICES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 FOR $3
ITALIAN SALAD DRESSINGS 14 OR 16 OZ  . . . . . .2 FOR $4
RAKUSEN MATZOS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 FOR $4
STREIT’S MATZO MEAL-CAKE MEAL- FARFEL 16 OZ  . . .2 FOR $4
QUINOA  12 OR 17OZ  PKG  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 FOR $5
CHOC COVERED MATZOS & MACAROONS . . . . . .2 FOR $5

Plus clearance prices on a variety of other 
Passover products while supplies last: 

Assorted Cakes, Cookies & Pastries; Marshmallows, Cake Mixes,
Vegetable Oil, Dried Fruit, Preserves, Apple Sauce, Chocolates,

Chocolate Spread, Chocolate Chips, Nesquick, Honey Bears, Assorted
Snacks & Matzo Products and more

Hand-packed Chocolate Covered Macaroons

Wishing You  
a Happy Passover!

Mayor Michael P. Cahill
City of Beverly
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Rev. Friedel Liftman

So many memories; so many Seders; so many people no longer with us

Kotel for Passover 

As Israel prepared for Passover, workers cleared the Western Wall of notes.
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The International Fellowship 
of Christians and Jews is spon-
soring tens of thousands of 
Passover food packages for 
120,000 Jewish families living in 
the former Soviet Union, made 
possible by Christian friends of 
Israel.

The Federation of the 
Jewish Communities of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States, alongside CHAMAH 
and the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, is dis-
tributing the items to Jews in 
need.

This year’s distribution of 
Passover food packages is being 
dedicated in memory of Rabbi 
Yechiel Eckstein, the found-
er and previous president of 
the Fellowship, who died in 
February.

“Passover is a holiday for 
the family, but for me and for 
the Fellowship, this is the first 
Passover we are celebrating 
without the head of the family – 
my father, the late Rabbi Yechiel 
Eckstein,” said Fellowship presi-
dent Yael Eckstein.

“We therefore decided to ded-
icate this year’s operation in his 
memory in order to emphasize 
that his legacy lives on, and his 
life’s work continues to do good 
and give hope to tens of thou-

sands of Jews around the world, 
even though he is no longer 
physically with us,” she contin-
ued. “We are continuing to move 
forward, to act with full force, as 
well as to expand our activities 
and help other people.”

Included among the 37,000 
food packages are 150,000 boxes 
(36 tons) of matzah, and 75,000 
bottles of wine and grape juice.

Each food box has a mone-
tary value of 15 percent the aver-
age monthly salary in Ukraine, 
where the food packages will 
be delivered in addition to 
Russia, Belarus, Uzbekistan and 
Azerbaijan with the help of the 
respective rabbis and emissaries 
of the Chabad-Lubavitch move-
ment.

The Fellowship is also helping 
approximately 15,000 Jews from 
some 260 communities through-
out the former Soviet Union par-
ticipate in communal Passover 
seder ceremonies.

Simultaneously, the Fellow-
ship is distributing payment 
cards for food and clothing to 
80,000 vulnerable members of 
Israeli society, among which 
include lone soldiers, the elder-
ly those eligible for economic 
assistance and families on wel-
fare.

– JNS.org

International Fellowship to help 
120,000 Jews in former Soviet 
Union with Passover

A young girl helps pack boxes containing food and other items to be 
sent to Jews in need. 

Happy Passover
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By Rabbi Yitzchak Zev 
Rabinowitz

Rabbi Yisrael Spira of Blessed 
Memory, who was known as 
the Rebbe of Bluzhov, survived 
a long list of ghettos, concen-
tration camps, and slave labor 
camps during the Holocaust but 
lost his entire family.

In one slave labor camp, he 
developed a civil relationship 
with the commandant. A few 
weeks before Passover, he made 
a very risky request and asked 
the commandant for permission 
to bake Matzah for Passover. He 
explained that the prisoners 
agreed to have the flour sub-
tracted from their daily bread 
rations. This meant that they 
were willing to give up from 
their already meager food por-
tions in order to fulfill the mitz-
vah of eating Matzah. 

Miraculously, the comman-
dant agreed. A makeshift oven 
was built and after a full day 
of backbreaking labor, a few 
Jews baked small portions of 
Matzah. This went on for sev-
eral days until the commandant 
destroyed the oven in a fit of 
anger.

There wasn’t enough Matzah 
for everyone, so Rabbi Spira with 
the other leaders of this group 
of slave laborers decided that 
every adult would receive one 
piece. The children under bar 
and bat mitzvah age would not 
since they were not obligated by 
Torah law to eat Matzah on the 
night of Passover. 

There was a woman present 
who had lost her husband and 
married sister but managed to 
hold onto her two sons and two 
nephews, whom she kept alive 

until after the war. 
“The children are our future,” 

she protested. “They are the 
ones who will rebuild the Jewish 
nation. They must receive a 
piece of Matzah.” 

Her convincing argument 
changed the rabbi’s mind, and 
all the children received a piece 
of Matzah for the Seder night.

The Seder is focused on our 
children. The Torah commands 
us: “And you shall explain on 
that day …” (Exodus 13:8). It is a 
time for creating memories that 
will be cherished by our children 
for the rest of their lives. It’s a 
majestic night with a beautiful 
Seder table and meaningful ritu-
als where we discuss with them 
the miraculous journey of our 
ancestors from bondage to free-
dom as if we ourselves left Egypt 
(as stated in the Haggadah that 
on the Seder night, every person 
is to see themselves as if they 
themselves left Egypt). 

Our goal is to imbue our chil-
dren with the majesty of being 
a member of the Jewish people 
as the Torah states: “And I will 
take you to be My people, and I 

will be your God. And you shall 
know that I, the LORD, am your 
God who freed you from the 
labors of the Egyptians (Exodus 
6:7).”

The woman who protested 
understood that those children 
imprisoned in a slave labor 
camp had to have a piece of 
Matzah because as the future of 
the Jewish people, they had to 
learn the lesson that we teach 
our children every year on the 
Seder night.

As cited before the Almighty, 
proclaimed to our ancestors 
in Egypt, “And I will take you 
to be My people, and I will be 
your God.” Why did this have to 
happen while the Jewish people 
were imprisoned in the darkness 
and pain of a relentless slavery 
that was meant to break their 
bodies and souls? 

The answer given is an eter-
nal message given to the Jewish 
people then that still resonates 
to this day. The emergence of the 
Jewish nation from the darkness 
of slavery meant that this nation 
exists even under the conditions 
that would send other nations 
into extinction. No matter how 
terrible the situation might be, 
the Almighty will redeem us as 
he did our ancestors. We will 
survive and we will thrive! 

The woman who protested 
understood that the children 
had to have a piece of Matzah so 
that they would taste freedom in 
the midst of slavery. That lesson 
would carry them through their 
lives as they rebuilt the Jewish 
nation.

Rabbi Yitzchak Zev 
Rabinowitz leads Congregation 
Beth Israel in Malden. 

How a piece of matzah 
helped restore the Jewish nation

Rabbi Yitzchak Zev Rabinowitz

Actress Gal Gadot (center) returned to her home in Israel this week 
to celebrate Passover. 

Wonder Woman
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Ingredients:
2 cups dry red wine
2 stalks celery with leaves, chopped
1 bay leaf
1 sprig fresh thyme
1 sprig fresh rosemary
8 carrots, peeled and cut into 

½-inch diagonal slices
¼ cup chopped fresh parsley

Directions:
Preheat oven to 325 degrees.
Place onions and garlic in a 5-quart 

to 6-quart casserole. Season brisket 
with salt and pepper.

In a large skillet, heat oil over high 
heat and sear brisket until browned, 
3-4 minutes on each side.

Place fat-side-up on top of onions. 
Add tomatoes and their juice, breaking 
them up with a fork.

Add the wine, celery, bay leaf, thyme and rosemary.
Cover casserole and bake for 3 hours, basting with pan juices every half-hour.

Credit: Flickr
A Passover brisket dish

Joan Nathan’s Favorite Brisket (Meat)

Ingredients:
2 pounds salmon fillets
1 pound cod, flounder, rockfish or whitefish
3 medium red onions, peeled and diced 

(about 2 pounds)
3 tablespoons vegetable or canola oil
4 large eggs
4 tablespoons matzah meal
2 large carrots, peeled and grated
4 tablespoons snipped fresh dill, plus more  

for garnish
1 tablespoon salt, or to taste
2 teaspoons freshly ground pepper
1 teaspoon Dijon mustard
2 tablespoons sugar parsley, for garnish

Directions:
Have your fish store grind the fillets or pulse 

them yourself, one at a time, in a food processor 
or meat grinder. If using a food processor, pulse 
the fish in short bursts, being careful not to purée 
the fish; you want some texture.

Preheat the oven to 325 degrees.
Grease a 12-cup Bundt pan and fill a larger 

pan (such as a large Pyrex dish) with 2 inches of 
hot water.

In a large pan over medium-high heat, sauté 

the diced onions in the oil for about 5 minutes, 
until soft and transparent but not brown. Set 
aside to cool.

Put the fish, onions, eggs, 2 cups water, mat-
zah meal, carrots, 4 tablespoons dill, salt, pep-
per, mustard and sugar in the bowl of a standing 
mixer equipped with a flat beater. Beat at medi-
um speed for 10 minutes.

Pour the mixture into the Bundt or tube pan, 
and then put the pan inside the larger water-filled 
dish (called a bain-marie). Smooth the top with a 
spatula. Cover with aluminum foil and bake for 1 
hour or until the center is solid.

Remove the Bundt or tube pan from the water 
dish; allow the terrine to cool slightly for at least 
20 minutes. Slide a long knife around the outer 
and inner edges of the Bundt or tube pan, then 
carefully invert the terrine onto a flat serving 
plate.

Refrigerate for several hours or overnight. If 
any water accumulates on the serving dish, care-
fully drain it away before serving.

Slice the terrine as you would a torte, gar-
nished with parsley and dill and served with 
horseradish.

Makes 15 to 20 slices.

Joan Nathan’s Salmon-Gefilte Fish Mold (Pareve)
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By Faygie Holt
JNS.org

When food-industry insiders entered 
the Meadowlands Exposition Center in 
Secaucus, N.J., for the annual Kosherfest 
trade show back in November, you could 
almost understand why their thoughts 
were on Passover.

Displays of matzah boxes and even 
samples of different brands of the 
Passover mainstay were all over the 
exhibit hall. Plus, there was “Sam the 
Dancing Matzo Man” – a 6-foot-tall man-
nequin that greeted attendees as they 
entered the convention hall. 

Now in its 30th year, the two-day 
Kosherfest conference is the destination 
for supermarket buyers, chefs, hoteliers, 
food bloggers and manufacturers to 
showcase, sample and order the hottest 
kosher foods on the market. While many 
vendors are local, the festival features 
an international section with companies 
from Australia, the Czech Republic, Sri 
Lanka and, of course, Israel.

Passover starts this year on the eve-
ning of Friday, April 19, and lasts through 
the evening of Saturday, April 27.

Among those in attendance was 
Danielle Simpson, who works for Big 
Y Foods, a chain of supermarkets in 
Massachusetts and Connecticut. She 
noted that there’s been a growing demand 
in some of the chains’ outlets for more 
kosher food, and so she was searching 
for some new bakery items. (Another col-
league was there checking out items for 
the deli section.)

“I didn’t realize everything that was 
available,” Simpson said, as she rushed 
from one booth to the next.

One bakery item that may have caught 
her eyes was the “Modena” cookie, which 
features a layer of chocolate between 
two cookies, from kosher-food giant 
Manischewitz.

“Last year I walked the aisles of 
the stores, and I was seeing more and 
more baked goods for Passover,” said 
Shani Seidman, director of marketing at 

Manischewitz. “When we thought about 
expanding our bakery line, we wanted 
to make sure everything tasted amaz-
ing. Just because it’s for Passover doesn’t 
mean it should taste bad.”

The company will also be offering 
some new flavors for macaroon fans look-
ing to shake up their post-seder snacking.

Under their “Mishpacha” brand (mish-
pacha is Hebrew for “family”), the com-
pany will be selling a kosher-for-Passover 
instant cappuccino mix and no-sugar 
hot cocoa mix. Also out this year will be 
almond butter for easy matzah sand-
wiches.

According to the 2017 “Kosher Food 
Market” survey by marketing firm 
Lubicom, which puts on the Kosherfest 
trade show, consumers are expected to 
spend some $1.5 billion dollars for items 
for the eight-day holiday.

Among those taking home a share of 
that pie is Oxygen Imports, whose date-
and-orange marinade won the 2018 New 
Product Award in the Kosher for Passover 
category.

“Having a winner at Kosherfest means 
a lot,” said Ron Biala, CEO of Oxygen 
Imports, whose company took home two 
winner awards in this year’s Kosherfest 
(the second was for olives in a bag). On 
the wholesale market level, Biala said, 
the buzz from winning brings in potential 
buyers at the industry gathering. Thanks 
to packaging labels that indicate the item 
is a Kosherfest winner, such word-of-
mouth continues at the retail level as 
well.

“This makes it more noticeable on 
the supermarket shelves,” said Biala. 
“Customers appreciate a product that 
was declared a winner, and therefore, 
sales are higher.”

Hoping to break into the larger U.S. 
market is French company Rosinski 
Matzah, a family-owned business that 
has been making matzah in the same fac-
tory just outside of Paris since 1929. They 
still use a baking technique created by 
company co-founder Albert Moskovitch, 
according to his granddaughter and com-
pany spokeswoman Laura Lallouette.

Rosinki’s matzah has been long-certi-
fied as kosher by local rabbis and recently 
obtained additional certification from 
the U.S.-based Star-K, a kashrut com-
pany whose logo is more recognizable to 
American consumers. The decision, said 
Lallouette, who represented the company 
at the booth with her father, Dominque, 
was made in response to requests from 
stateside shoppers who liked the matzah, 
but couldn’t get it locally.

“It made a difference because we’ve 
been selling in the United States for two 
years now. We started distributing in 
Florida, and we are hoping to spread to 
New York and California this season,” 
said Lallouette. “It allowed us to develop 

our cross-border distribution, expanding 
our brand outside Europe. It is also a real 
pride to have our matzah reach tables all 
over the world.”

She continued, saying “I wish my 
grandfather could see it today. Before 
we were just in Paris, now we’ve grown 
in France, Europe, Israel, Morocco and 
Canada. I’m just so proud.”

But Kosherfest wasn’t just about food. 
Several vendors showcased novelty items 
designed for Passover, among them is 
Shulsinger Judaica/Rite Lite, whose line 
includes 10-plagues nail decals, tempo-
rary tattoos, games and silicone Passover 
spatulas. New for Passover 2019 are a 
matzah-themed necktie and returning 
“Pesocks,” or socks that come in three 
designs – blue and green with frogs, 
a brownish/gray pair that says “Lotza 
Matzah” on it and another blue sock – 
this time paired with orange that says 
“Pass Over” in a Yiddish-looking lettering 
font.

“Nowadays, socks are a stylish venue 
for people to express themselves, so what 
better way to commemorate Pesach?” 
said Naftoli Versch, a spokesperson for 
Shulsinger Judaica.

Then there’s a stuffed doll named 
“Sam the Dancing Matzo Man.” Created 
by Eli Kowalski of ToyVey Toys, “Sam 
the Dancing Matzo Man” (he even sings 
his own jingle) was awarded a 2017 Top 
Toy of the Year Award from Creative 
Child’s magazine.

Thanks to a licensing deal with Streit’s 
matzah company, Sam’s image will 
appear on some 1.5 million boxes of 
matzah this year, and special “Streit’s” 
logo-themed dolls are available through 
a website of the same name.

“It took us a year-and-a-half to get 
the licensing rights from Streit’s,” said 
Kowalski, who is also a children’s writer. 
In fact, he explained, that it was precisely 
while marketing his children’s books that 
he realized “there isn’t much out there 
with Jewish content” and set out to cre-
ate stuffed characters Jewish children can 
appreciate.

Credit: Faygie Holt
“Sam the Dancing Matzo Man” greets 
attendees at Kosherfest. 

What’s new in kosher-for-Passover foods?

Just because it’s for  
Passover doesn’t mean  

it should taste bad.



One Andrew Street, Lynn, MA
781-598-0820
32 Central Street, Peabody, MA
978-968-2222
377 Summer Street, Somerville, MA
617-539-8570
www.myccu.org

Happy 
Passover 

to all of our
members and  

friends.

We appreciate your business and friendship

Phone: (978) 740-1007 
Email: Info@OsgoodCompanies.com

$1,000 OFF any projects 
over $10,000 !

30now Use Code Limit one 
per customer

ROOFING . PAINTING . MASONRY . CARPENTRY . DESIGN/BUILD

Expires 5/19/19

Phone: (978) 740-1007
Email: Info@OsgoodCompanies.com

Happy Passover!
Thanks for 

30 years of business.

– Patrick Osgood, President

ROOFING . PAINTING . MASONRY . CARPENTRY . DESIGN/BUILD

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS OF ADVOCACY

Happy Passover from JCRC!

www.jcrcboston.org

HAPPY 
PASSOVER 

 

10% Discount with this ad (sale items excluded)

Latest HDTV, Blu-ray, Police Radios & Appliances

334 Broadway (Wyoma Square), Lynn
781-599-4500  |  www.lynnmausa.com

RichardRichardRichard
CovertCovertCovert TV

Happy Passover!

Happy Passover!

From John Connor Real Estate
www.connorrealestate.com • ConnorReal@aol.com

LYNNE BREED, Realtor/Broker, CBR, GRI, CRS, SRES
Sagan Harborside Sotheby’s International Realty
One Essex Street, Marblehead, MA 01945
781-608-8066-Cell  |  781-639-0915-Fax  |  781-631-8800-Office
lynne.breed@sothebysrealty.com  |  www.lynnebreed.com
Licensed to practice in Massachusetts

Warmest Wishes for a  

Happy Passover
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As you gather with family and friends for the holidays, please know how much we appreciate your continued support! 
Thank you to our wonderful customers and clients for making Sagan Harborside Sotheby’s International Realty so successful. 

Best wishes for a warm and wonderful Passover.
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Passover recipes
Nut-Free Passover  

Paradise Charoset (Pareve)
Best Matzah Balls (with Olive Oil)  

by Weekend Cook (Pareve)
Stuffed Cabbage  

from Oratorio in Zichron Ya’acov (Meat)

Ingredients:
2 cups fresh cranber-

ries
½ cup dried cherries
¼ cup dried cranber-

ries
1/3 cup yellow raisins
2 cups coarsely 

chopped apples

½ cup sugar
¾ cup water
½ cup water or 

orange juice
2 tablespoons sweet 

red wine
½ teaspoon cinna-

mon

Directions:
Place all ingredients in a medium saucepan.
Over low-medium heat, cook the fruit slowly until 

the apples soften and the cranberries pop open. Stir, 
ensuring mixture does not burn on bottom. You may 
have to lower the heat.

After mixture is cooked down and is thicker, adjust 
tartness to taste with more orange juice and sugar. If 
it seems too thick, add a touch more water or orange 
juice. Cool well. Refrigerate after it cools down.

Serve cold or room temperature. (Some of this is 
used on the seder plate; a side dish may be offered 
with the main meal.)

Makes about 1¾ cups.
– Deborah Fineblum

Ingredients:
4 eggs
6 tablespoons olive oil
1/3 cup club soda
2 tablespoons club 

soda

½ teaspoon salt
1½ cups matzah meal, 

or more as needed
4 quarts water

Directions:
Whisk eggs and olive oil in a bowl until combined.
Stir both amounts of club soda and salt into egg 

mixture.
Mix matzah meal into wet ingredients to form a 

workable dough; if mixture is too wet, stir in a ¼ cup 
more matzah meal. Cover and refrigerate for 30 min-
utes.

Bring water to a boil in a large pot.
Wet your hands and form matzah-ball dough into 

walnut-size balls. Gently place matzah balls into boil-
ing water.

Reduce heat to low, cover and simmer matzah balls 
until tender, 25 to 30 minutes.

Note: For firm/hard-middle matzah balls, either 
reduce the seltzer or add ¼ cup matzah meal.

– From Allrecipes.com

Ingredients:
1 medium green cabbage
1 cup jasmine rice, 

rinsed
5 tablespoons olive oil, 

divided
1 small onion, minced
21 ounces ground lamb
½ cup chopped mint 

leaves
2 medium tomatoes, 

grated
2 tablespoons toasted 

pine nuts

2 tablespoons chopped 
dried cranberries

1 teaspoon ras el 
hanout (a Moroccan 
spice blend)

Salt and freshly ground 
pepper

1 generous cup chicken 
stock or broth

1/3 cup fresh lemon juice
1 large garlic clove, 

crushed

Directions:
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.
Freeze the cabbage for 24 hours to facilitate separating 

of leaves.
Defrost cabbage. Separate leaves, trying not to rip 

them. The more whole leaves, the better.
Bring a small pot of water to a boil. Add the rice and 

simmer for 20 minutes. Drain.
Heat 2 tablespoons of the olive oil in a large heavy 

skillet over medium heat. Add the onion and sauté until 
softened, about 5 minutes. Add the lamb and sauté until 
browned and no pink remains, 8 to 10 minutes.

Stir in the blanched rice, mint, tomatoes, pine nuts, 
cranberries and ras el hanout. Season generously with 
salt and pepper.

Arrange one-fourth of the cabbage leaves in the bot-
tom of a medium-size Dutch oven or heavy pot. Top with 
a third of the meat mixture. Cover with another fourth of 
the cabbage leaves. Top with another third of the meat 
mixture. Cover with another fourth of the cabbage leaves. 
Top with the remaining third of the meat mixture. Cover 
with the remaining fourth of the cabbage leaves.

Pour in the chicken stock and lemon juice. Add the 
garlic clove; season generously with salt and pepper.

Cover tightly and cook for 1½ hours. Remove the lid 
from the pot. Cover contents of the pot with a plate, then 
top the plate with a brick or cans as weight.

– As published in Steven Rothfeld’s “Israel Eats”

Photo: Cybele Pascal Credit: Flickr



from
Arthur J. Epstein and Bryna Litchman

and 
Dr. Ralph and Linda Epstein

Happy
Passover 
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Voluntary Subscription Drive
Celebrating 42 years of service 

to the Jewish community
It is our honor to serve you and our community! We welcome your input and support.

Over the years, thousands of readers have shared with us how valuable The Jewish Journal 
is to them, and how much they enjoy this vibrant community newspaper. We humbly agree. 
We believe The Jewish Journal is a vital community resource. It serves as a one-stop guide 
for Jewish cultural and educational events. It also connects you to news, features, arts, 
thought-provoking opinions, and ideas from our community, Israel, and the wider Jewish 
world. In addition, our paper highlights Millennials and Honorable Menschions who help 
strengthen the community.  

For 42 years, The Jewish Journal has been delivered to you free of charge. While part of 
our revenue comes from loyal advertisers, we also depend on generous donations from you, 
our readers, to cover the editorial, printing, delivery, and other costs of producing your 
paper.

These costs are increasing every year. While the paper is free to readers, the actual cost 
of reporting, editing, printing, and mailing each paper is $1.48 – or $42.92 each year per 
subscriber (29 issues). We ask for your support to help us serve subscribers throughout the 
country – from 185 cities in Massachusetts (more than half the state) to 20 other states – 
from Hawaii to Florida to Washington state. It is hard to believe we send out close to half a 
million papers every year!

Please help us continue to invest in our community by becoming a voluntary subscriber to 
The Jewish Journal. Voluntary subscription at any level helps defray costs and supports 
our efforts to share relevant news from our Jewish community with you. 

The support we receive from voluntary subscribers will help us continue to create a 
community paper of which we are all proud.

Steven A. Rosenberg Neil D. Donnenfeld
Editor and Publisher President, Board of Overseers

Please mail your tax deductible donation to:

The Jewish Journal 
P.O. Box 2089 

2 Margin Street 
Salem, MA 01970

Or you may donate online at jewishjournal.org or by phone at 978-745-4111 x130.

Happy Passover from The Jewish Journal!

Jerome & Lola Baron
Judith Bennett
June Berkowitz
Alexander & Nelly Braginsky
Andrew & Melissa Caplan
Hazel Engber in honor of  

my son Robert
Gelfand Family
Thelma Gibbs

Francine Goldstein in memory of  
my beloved husband Marvin

Saul Gurman
Allan M Huberman
Haskell & Joanne Jaffe
Marcia Glassman-Jaffe
Kalah Kresnow in memory of  

Allen Kresnow
Joan Lawrence

Beatrice Liberace in memory of 
Philip Rane

Bob & Joan Livingston
Arnold Nadler
Carolyn Perlow
Irene Polner
Ed & Helen Rosenthal
Estelle Rostoff get well wishes for 

Diana Goldberg

Sheryl & Eddie Shadoff
Maxwell & Nannette Shible
Bruce Singer in honor of  

Daniel Singer’s 88th birthday
Patricia Strauss
Fruma Tanzer

And thank you to all  
our anonymous donors.

Thank you for donating to the Jewish Journal during the month of March, 2019:
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