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He heard the news over 70 years ago, 
but Joe Yonis can remember the moment 
like it was yesterday. 

Yonis, who grew up in Peabody and 
now lives in Boca Raton, Fla., was coming 
home from a Friday night at the movies 
with his friends. As he was crossing Main 
Street in downtown Peabody, a friend ran 
toward him.

“He grabbed my hand and said, ‘Joe, 
you gotta get home right away – your 
brother was killed,’” said Yonis, in refer-
ence to Joe’s brother Ralph, who at age 19 
died in the Philippines just three months 
before the end of World War II. “I was at a 
complete loss. I felt the loss very deeply.” 

On Memorial Day, Americans honor 
the memories of soldiers who gave their 
lives in service to this country. Jews have 
been fighting for the United States since 
before the Revolutionary War, so for many 
American Jews, Memorial Day means 
remembering family members who left 
them too soon. 

Ralph Yonis was one of roughly half 
a million American Jews who fought in 
World War II. He grew up in Peabody, the 
son of Turkish immigrants who owned a 
bar on Main Street and were members of 
the Sephardic Congregation Tifereth Israel. 

Yonis was athletic, popular, and a good 
student. After he graduated Peabody 
High School in 1943, he took some time 
off to work in a leather factory. Joe thinks 
his brother was drafted in the summer of 
1944, and deployed to the Pacific early 
in 1945. 

Three other Yonis brothers served 
in World War II. According to Joe (who 
himself was stationed in Germany dur-
ing the Korean War), his brother Jack 
was on a ship patrolling the Philippines 

while Ralph was stationed there. The two 
brothers might have been able to meet, 
but Ralph was shipped to a different loca-
tion just a day or two before Jack arrived. 
A few days later on May 22, 1945, Ralph 
was killed either defending an airstrip 
or during a battle on a highway on the 
island of Mindanao. Yonis was awarded a 
Purple Heart for his bravery. 

Yonis’s younger sister, Doris Hershoff, 
was just eight-years-old when the tele-
gram arrived announcing her older 

brother had died. After the tragic news, 
Peabody’s tight-knit Sephardic commu-
nity showed up in full force for the Yonis 
family, but Ralph’s untimely death still 
took a lasting toll. 

“My mother at the time had four sons 
fighting in World War II ... how does a 
mother sleep when she has four sons 
fighting in a war at the same time?” said 
Hershoff, who still lives in Peabody and 
attends Congregation Tifereth Israel. “It 

On Memorial Day, remembering the Jews who didn’t return

continued on page 23

A newspaper clipping reported Benjamin Rutstein’s death in World War I; a painting of Ralph Yonis, who was killed in World War II; 
and Gerald Isaacson, who was killed in the Vietnam War.
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In April 2018, Jody Kipnis 
and Todd Ruderman visited 
Auschwitz with their dear friend 
David Schaecter, a 90-year-old 
survivor who spent over two 
years of his youth in this inde-

scribable death camp. “While 
standing in front of David’s bun-
ker, he turned to us and said, 
‘Hear me, understand me, and 
let me tell my story,’” Kipnis 
said. By the end of their trip, she 
and Ruderman began to under-
stand what their friend was ask-
ing.

“The imminent passing of 
survivors will occur during your 
and our children’s lifetimes,” 
Ruderman explained, noting 
the alarming results of a survey 
conducted by The Conference 
on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany that showed 
the Holocaust is fading from 
global memory. “While no one 
alone can change this disturb-
ing trend, by the conclusion of 
our visit, Jody and I committed 
ourselves to do what we could 
to assure this does not happen.”

The two made a pledge 
while standing in the Auschwitz 
concentration and extermina-
tion camp in Poland on Yom 
HaShoah in April 2018. “We 
promised each other that the 
words ‘never again’ would no 
longer be a call to prayer, but a 
call to action,” Kipnis said. 

When they returned home, 
they conceived of Holocaust 
Legacy Fellows (HLF), whose 
mission is preserving and per-
petuating the memory and les-
sons of the Holocaust for future 

Teen Legacy Fellows preserve and
perpetuate the memory of the Holocaust 

Holocaust Legacy Fellow Teens with David Schaecter, Auschwitz 
survivor. 

This month, UMass Amherst hosted a discussion led by leading mem-
bers of the Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions movement.

continued on page 26
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AMHERST – “I told you that 
I wanted you nowhere near that 
event,” read my mother’s text as 
I sat and waited for “Not Backing 
Down: Israel, Free Speech, and 
the Battle for Palestinian Human 
Rights” to begin. 

I told her not to worry; there 
were at least two dozen state 
police vehicles in various loca-
tions surrounding the building 
for the Boycott, Divestment, 
Sanctions rally. Outside, there 
were no visible protests from 
either Jewish or Muslim stu-
dents. Still, police officers were 

Personal Essay

Hate has a new home  
at UMass Amherst

continued on page 28
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College sophomores Elana 
Zabar and Ben Dobrusin know 
what it’s like to speak up for 
Israel and be called “racist.” 

On the University of New 
Hampshire campus, where a 
small Holocaust memorial was 
once destroyed, swastikas have 
been drawn on a residence 
hall, and anti-Semitic incidents 
are commonplace, Zabar has 
learned to make her peace. 

Zabar, along with Dobrusin 
and Rachel Ellis of Peabody 
and UMass Amherst; Sophie 
Silverman of Peabody and 
Westfield State University will 
sit on a panel to discuss the 
climate on campuses and how 
Jewish students are dealing with 
anti-Semitism or anti-Israel 
activities. The program, titled 
“Campus Climate Update,” will 
be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 
30, at Temple Tiferet Shalom, 
489 Lowell St., Peabody. 

Zabar, 19, of Swampscott, 
was shouted down during an 
Israel-Palestine conversation 
“just for saying I’m pro-Israel. 
I was called racist, and every 
bystander was no longer inter-
ested in what I had to say. It’s dif-
ficult to express a different opin-
ion. Sometimes I’ve felt unsafe 
on campus.” 

Racial and anti-Semitic inci-
dents are more the result of 
ignorance than intolerance, 
she believes. Despite New 
Hampshire’s proximity to the 
Bay State, many in-state UNH 
students have never met a Jew, 
she said.    

Dobrusin, of Marblehead, 
loves UMass for its diversity, 
“safe environment, acceptance, 
and cool opportunities.” He 
works with the campus Hillel, 
Birthright Israel, and the David 
Project, which brings Jewish 
and non-Jewish leaders to Israel 
and the Palestinian territories to 
have conversations about how 
to bridge their differences. 

His first two years at UMass 
were relatively free of tension. 
But this year, Students for Justice 
in Palestine, a national group 
that supports the BDS move-
ment, formed a chapter on the 
Amherst campus. This month, 
anti-Israel critics Linda Sarsour 
and Roger Waters spoke on May 
4 at a forum called “Not Backing 
Down: Israel, Free Speech, and 
the Battle for Palestinian Human 
Rights.” 

“There was a lot of rhetorical 
sleight of hand,” said Dobrusin. 
“They had theatrical imagery, 
no Israeli presence on the panel, 
no back and forth and without 
any data [from] on the ground.”  

“The discussion turned 
to Gazans hurling rockets 

into Israel,” said Dobrusin. 
“The [panelists] refuted it 
and engaged in ad hominem 
[attacks]. Someone asked the 
panelists if they condone terror 
attacks into Israel. The panelist 
who took the question said he 
condoned missile fire into areas, 
and a lot of people got very vocal 
about how they disagreed with 
him saying people shouldn’t 
have to live in fear.  

“Sarsour turned it around 
and said you’re interrupting a 
man who is Afro-American. It 
had nothing to do with it. We 
were upset about human rights, 
moms, kids, families put at risk. 
She made it about the race ‒ 
about the person answering the 
question. Literally, the people in 
front of us turned around and 
called us racist. It’s going to be 
a continuing problem on cam-
pus,” said Dobrusin. 

The Lappin Foundation and 
the Jewish Journal are spon-
soring the May 30 program in 
Peabody. 

“This is a great time for the 
community to hear from the 
kids what they encounter and 
how they deal with it,” said 
Deborah Coltin, executive direc-
tor of the foundation, which 
supports many Jewish programs 
for North Shore residents. 

The Lappin Foundation also 
sponsors yearly Youth-to-Israel 
trips and Teen Israel Advocacy 
Fellows, both geared to empow-
er Jewish youth to advocate for 
Israel by learning its past and 
current history. College students 
who have gone through the 
various Lappin programs while 
in high school “tell me certain 
things happen on campus and 
they either ask what they should 
do or they say, ‘Let me tell you 
what I did,’” said Coltin. 

“Any time we can give the 
younger generation the oppor-
tunity to be heard, it’s a good 
thing. It’s of great value to hear 
what’s happening from the 
ground.” 

The Campus Climate pro-
gram is free and is co-sponsored 
by the Jewish Journal. All are 
welcome to attend. To register,  
email sfeinstein@lappinfounda-
tion.org. Walk-ins are welcome.  

Students to deliver ‘Campus 
Climate Update’ May 30 in 
Peabody

Elana Zabar with Debbie Coltin

I was called racist, and 
every bystander was 
no longer interested 
in what I had to say. 

It’s difficult to express 
a different opinion. 
Sometimes I’ve felt 
unsafe on campus.”  

                 – Elana Zabar
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MARBLEHEAD – Over his 50 
years of service, Jonas Goldberg 
came to be known as a “rabbi’s 
rabbi.” 

From Jerusalem to Georgia 
to Detroit to the North Shore, 
Rabbi Goldberg developed a 
reputation as a deep thinker 
with an encyclopedic knowledge 
of Judaism, a source of wisdom 
and compassion for those in 
need, and a leader able to pre-
serve tradition while forging a 
forward-thinking and inclusive 
future. 

“Rabbi Jonas was loved 
by many people, both in our 
temple as well as the broader 
North Shore community,” wrote 
Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez 
of Temple Sinai in Marblehead, 
where Goldberg served as rabbi 
from 1989 to 2007 and rabbi 
emeritus until 2019. “His vast 
knowledge of Judaism and tra-
dition was complemented by 
his caring nature and listening 
skills. He will be truly missed.” 

Rabbi Goldberg passed away 
on May 1 from congestive heart 
failure. He was 79.

Goldberg was born on 
Oct. 2, 1939 in Philadelphia 
to Jacob and Sarah Goldberg, 
an accountant and nurse who 
were deeply involved in their 
Jewish community. They 
helped found their synagogue, 
and Jacob was on the board of 
Camp Ramah in the Poconos 
and what was then called the 
Federation of Jewish Agencies 
of Greater Philadelphia. In mid-
dle and high school, Goldberg 
attended a Jewish day school 
in Philadelphia called Akiba 
Hebrew Academy. 

Goldberg’s wife, Chelly, 
believes that her husband knew 
from an early age that he wanted 
to be a rabbi. “He knew pretty 
early on – his father wanted him 
to be a rabbi,” said Chelly. “I 
think his father would’ve loved 
to have been one himself.”

Goldberg was able to real-
ize the family dream when he 
attended the joint program of 
Columbia University and the 
Jewish Theological Seminary. 
While in seminary, he taught at 
different Hebrew schools, and 
spent his summers as a librarian 
at Camp Ramah in the Poconos, 
which he had attended as a 
child. He eventually became the 
camp’s assistant program direc-
tor. 

Goldberg also took part in the 
Leaders Training Fellowship, a 
youth group designed to groom 
the next generation of Jewish 
leaders. Goldberg’s father hap-
pened to be the adult supervisor 
of the group, and one weekend 
he met with the group’s treasur-
er, a fellow Philadelphian named 
Rachelle (Chelly) Gilgore, to 
discuss some financial details 
of the annual Sukkot celebra-
tion in Atlantic City. Jacob was 
so charmed by Chelly that he 
decided his son should meet her. 
Goldberg was equally charmed, 
and in 1963, he and Chelly got 
married.

Two years later, Goldberg 
decided to spend his junior 
year at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary’s campus in Jerusalem, 
and he and Chelly spent 10 
months living in a dorm just 
steps from the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
Once the semester was over, the 
newlyweds spent seven weeks 

traveling in Europe. 
After Goldberg was ordained 

in 1967, he was assigned his 
first pulpit as an Army chap-
lain in Fort Benning, Ga. “He 
was the only Jewish chaplain 
at Benning, which was a huge 
post, because it was at the height 
of the Vietnam buildup,” said 
Chelly. His services were well-
attended, though not for totally 
kosher reasons: According to 
Chelly, services offered good 
food, a rare chance for married 
couples to interact, and a pass 
from cleaning the barracks. “We 
had a lot of converts,” she said 
dryly.

At Fort Benning, Chelly gave 
birth to a son, Avram, who 
died in infancy. The couple 
then adopted their oldest son, 
David, and in the following years 
Chelly gave birth to Don and Uri 
Goldberg. “He was a good father 
in their eyes because he would 
watch cartoons with them,” said 
Chelly. “He had a huge thing for 
kids … he connected so well 
with young people.”

After his chaplaincy, Goldberg 
spent a year as a rabbi at Temple 
Sinai in Cinnaminson, N.J.; 
then two of the “coldest years 
of [Chelly’s] life” as an assistant 
rabbi at Adat Shalom Synagogue 
in Farmington Hills, a Detroit 
suburb; and then 17 years as the 
rabbi at Congregation Beth El in 
Norwalk, Conn. 

In the late ‘80s, Goldberg’s 
accountant told him that a pulpit 
at Temple Sinai in Marblehead 
was open, and that he thought 
it would be a good fit. He and 
Chelly came to visit, and they 
liked what they saw. “There was 
a feeling of real community here 
– there was a warmth and accep-
tance that was very special, and 
physically of course it was beau-
tiful,” said Chelly. “It just felt 
comfortable.” 

During his tenure at Sinai, 
Goldberg was deeply involved 
in every aspect of synagogue 
life, and would hurry to the 
temple to make minyan even 
on days off. “He was amazing 
with names, and when a per-
son was called for an Aliyah, he 
also remembered their Hebrew 
names,” said David Aronson, the 

cantor at Sinai since 1990. “He 
always informed me of the news, 
good or bad, going on in the 
temple – if somebody’s sick, who 
to call … he would be the person 
to inform me of all the lifecycle 
events, which was vital.”

Goldberg also took progres-
sive stances on LGBTQ inclu-
sion and the role of women in 
temple life. Under his leader-
ship, Sinai was one of the first 
synagogues to count women 
in minyans. When a gay couple 
wanted to join Sinai, he helped 
educate some in the congrega-

tion about how their presence 
would enrich the community. 

Golberg also worked to fos-
ter close personal relation-
ships and dialogue with clergy 
of other denominations and 
faiths through active involve-
ment with the Marblehead 
Ministerial Association and the 
North Shore Rabbinical and 
Cantorial Association. He was 
also a Jewish chaplain for the 
Marblehead Police Department, 
the North Shore Medical Center 
in Salem, and Care Dimensions 
hospice services in Danvers. 

“He did a lot of hospital vis-
its – that I think was one of his 

greatest strengths,” said Chelly. 
“People at a time of need and 
vulnerability were able to con-
nect with a rabbi, even if they 
didn’t see themselves as obser-
vant.”

After his retirement in 2007, 
he stayed active in Temple Sinai 
life as rabbi emeritus. He con-
tinued his chaplaincy work and 
met with fellow rabbis for study 
groups on Judaism and spiritu-
ality. 

“He was there for everything 
– for good and for bad,” said 
Aronson. “He was kind – he was 
a mensch. I will miss him and 
his brilliance.” 
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A rabbi’s rabbi: North Shore remembers Jonas Goldberg

Rabbi Jonas Goldberg
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WHAT WAS YOUR JEWISH 
BACKGROUND GROWING UP?

My parents belonged to Temple Ner Tamid and 
I’m also a member, and grew up going to temple 
all the time – I did religious school there, I had a 
bat mitzvah there, I was very active in the [United 
Synagogue Youth] youth group – I was a chapter 
president, and my senior year of high school was 
the president of the New England region of USY. 
Besides that, I went to Camp Simchah and Camp 
Young Judaea – if there was anything Jewish, I was 
a part of it.

YOUR PARENTS RUN LARRY 
LEVINE’S KOSHER MEAT 
MARKET IN PEABODY. WHAT 
WAS THAT LIKE? 

Basically, as soon as I could reach the counter, I 
was put to work in the store helping out with cater-
ing jobs. So my perspective on Jewish holidays is a 
little different. Every Jewish holiday is our biggest 
time of the store – so we just had Passover and we 
worked through all hours of the night making sure 
that everybody had matzah balls through the Seder. 
I’ve probably lost count – I think I had a turkey or 
roast beef sandwich for lunch from elementary 
school through probably high school – but there’s 
definitely certain foods where no matter how many 
times I’ve had them, I can still eat them and enjoy 
them. My dad makes pretty good knishes.
DID YOU EVER CONSIDER 
TAKING OVER THE FAMILY 
BUSINESS?

Somebody asked me that when I was really little, 
and I said, “My husband can do that.” I don’t have a 
husband, so – I would say that working at my dad’s 
is a hobby, not a profession.
ARE YOU STILL OBSERVANT?

I went to school at UMass Amherst and partook 
in some of the things that Hillel had to offer – 
attended a number of Shabbat dinners and things 
like that and also did Birthright … So that was 
my involvement in college. Now as a young adult, 
I’m actually a paying, full member of Temple Ner 
Tamid, so I’m there for holidays and things like that. 
I’d definitely say it’s a little bit harder when you’re in 
between – when you’re not a child and don’t have a 

family – but I try to find things to stay active. 
HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE 
BDS PANEL AT UMASS?

It’s definitely something I didn’t want to see. 
That’s where I went to school, that’s where my sister 
went to school. I understand what they were say-
ing – that it wasn’t a school-sponsored event, but 
it definitely wasn’t a good look. But to be honest, I 
think it’s a greater issue overall – not just on college 
campuses. I think anti-Semitism is unfortunately 
becoming more prevalent throughout.

HOW HAS YOUR CAREER 
BEEN?

At UMass, I studied sport management, which 
is in the business school. For three years, I worked 
for a company that’s brought in by universities to 
run ticket sales and service for their athletic depart-
ments, and with that company I worked at UMass 
Amherst and at Harvard. I recently started a job at 
Boston College in university advancement. I work 
as an assistant on the major giving team. At Boston 
College, they’re very fortunate – the gifts that we try 
to go after are $250,000 up to $5 million. Basically 
I’m an assistant to the gift officers that have their 
assigned territories and try to have relationships 
with alumni and past parents and supporters of the 
university, and find out their interests, and see if 
there’s a fit to match the funding of the university. I 
definitely think that down the line I’d like to become 
a frontline fundraiser, and I’d love to combine that 
with my passion for sports – be a fundraiser within 
an athletic department. 
DO YOU THINK MILLENNIALS 
APPROACH JUDAISM 
DIFFERENTLY THAN PREVIOUS 
GENERATIONS?

I’ve had a number of Jewish friends, and they 
all practice their Judaism totally differently. For 
example, I have one friend who’s Jewish and if I 
invite her to come over for Passover Seder, she’ll 
come, whereas I have another Jewish friend in New 
York who’s shomer Shabbos and goes to shul all the 
time. It’s hard to group millennials and say this is 
how millennials practice, because it’s really differ-
ent. It has to do with how they’re raised. 

– Michael Wittner

Millennials The

Allie Levine, 25
HEBREW NAME: Ariella Batya

HOMETOWN: Peabody

CURRENTLY LIVING IN: Peabody

ALMA MATERS: Peabody Veterans Memorial High 

School ’11, UMass Amherst ’15, Boston College (MBA expect-

ed)

JOB: Development assistant, major giving at Boston College

FAVORITE FOOD: Eggplant parmesan 

FAVORITE MUSIC: Right now I listen to a lot of coun-

try music, but that’s far from everything.

FAVORITE BOOK: “To Kill a Mockingbird”

FAVORITE MOVIE: “Remember the Titans”

FAVORITE TV SHOW: “Grey’s Anatomy”

FAVORITE TRAVEL 
DESTINATION: Narragansett, R.I.

PLACE YOU WANT TO GO TO NEXT: Hawaii

FAVORITE JEWISH PERSON NOT IN 
YOUR FAMILY: Julian Edelman

FAVORITE JEWISH HOLIDAY: Any Jewish holi-

day where I get together with family and friends around the 

table is a good Jewish holiday.
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One hundred years ago, Lena 
Goldberg started Chelsea Jewish 
Nursing Home by turning  a 
small multi-family building into 
a welcoming home for elders. 
Today that home has grown 
into Chelsea Jewish Healthcare, 
one of New England’s lead-
ing healthcare organizations. 
The nonprofit operates cam-
puses in Chelsea, Peabody and 
Longmeadow. It employs over 
2,000 individuals and takes 
care of over 1,000 individuals 
every day. While there has been 
extensive growth and expansion 
throughout the years, one thing 
never changed: the organiza-
tion’s unwavering commitment 
to provide high-quality, com-
passionate care in a “real” home 
setting.

“From the very beginning, our 
goal was to provide the best pos-
sible care,” said Barry Berman, 
who has been Chief Executive 
Officer of Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 
for over 40 years. “We encourage 
our residents to make their own 
choices and live their own lives 
by creating a warm and welcom-
ing atmosphere with a caring 
and compassionate staff,” he 
said.  Living in a residence that 
offers all the amenities of a real 
home greatly enhances the qual-
ity of life for elderly and disabled 
individuals.” 

Over the past 100 years, 
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare has 
achieved many significant 
milestones. The opening of 
the award-winning Leonard 
Florence Center for Living 
in 2010, the first urban Green 
House® skilled nursing facility 
in the country, is one example. 
This nursing home in Chelsea 
includes 30 rooms devoted to 
individuals diagnosed with 
ALS (amyotrophic lateral scle-
rosis) and MS (multiple scle-
rosis). Individuals are able to 
live as independently as pos-
sible through the cutting-edge 
technology built into the cen-
ter. Today the Leonard Florence 
Center takes care of more indi-
viduals living with ALS under 

one roof than any place else in 
the world.  

The organization greatly 
expanded in 2016 with the addi-
tion of a Peabody campus and 
again in 2018 with the affiliation 
of JGS Lifecare in Longmeadow. 
All three campuses reflect the 
organization’s mission: to be the 
most respected provider of ser-
vice-enriched residential care 
and post-acute care for seniors 
and individuals living with 
debilitating neurological condi-
tions.

In 2017 the Chelsea Jewish 
Nursing Home underwent a 
dramatic $16 million renova-
tion. The new building reflects 
a legacy Green House® skilled 
nursing model that can be eas-
ily duplicated by nursing homes 
across the country. This con-
cept sets the stage for a new 
level of care in senior housing. 
“We came back to the home 
atmosphere that our founder, 
Mrs. Goldberg, originally had in 
mind,” said Adam Berman, pres-
ident of Chelsea Jewish Lifecare. 
“What’s so unique about our 
model is that we’ve combined 
contemporary design elements 
with the traditional concept of 
making one’s home as warm and 
inviting as possible.” 

On April 28, employees, 
residents, families, friends and 
community members came 
together to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of Chelsea Jewish 
Lifecare. Governor Charlie Baker 
recognized this momentous day 
by issuing a citation in honor of  
this special anniversary. Amidst 
dinner, dancing and emotional 
speeches, attendees viewed a 
slide show with over 200 pho-
tos spanning the last 100 years.  
A highlight of the event was a 
heartfelt tribute to the 49 staff 
members who have worked at 
the organization for 25 years or 
more.  

Barry Berman summed up 
the night perfectly: “Our employ-
ees are the real reason behind 
our longevity. Without them, we 
wouldn’t be here today.”

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 
Celebrates 100 Years

Photos courtesy Sperling Interactive
Chelsea Jewish leaders Adam Berman, Betsy Mullen, Barry Berman 
and Gilda Richman at the 100th anniversary.

Guests dancing at CJL celebration.

Like what you’re reading?
Donate to the Jewish Journal today. 

Visit our home page at jewishjournal.org,  
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Seventy-one years.  Seventy-one years of 
miracles, vigilance, and rebirth. Seventy-
one years of welcoming Jews from dozens 

of countries to build a modern Jewish state. 
Seventy-one years of struggle, success, wars, 
weddings, victories, failures, joy, anxiety, tears, 
arguments, peace treaties and millions of babies 
born in a new country called Israel. Over 23,000 
war dead remembered every day by families; 
thousands more injured by enemies on the battle 
field, and in terrorist attacks. 

At 71, Israel’s survival, growth and gifts to the 
world – from medicine and high tech to arts and 
religious scholarship – have been astonishing, 
considering that it is a country of just 9 million. 
About half of world Jewry resides in the country 
– which has absorbed millions of Jews, and will 
likely welcome hundreds of thousands in the 
coming decades as Jews flee the growing anti- 
Semitism in the former Soviet Union, France, 
England and Germany. 

Amid the ingathering of the exiles, there have 
been plenty of growing pains. And between the 
threats by Islamic fundamentalist terror groups 
in Gaza and the West Bank, and from neighboring 
countries such as Lebanon, Syria and Iran, the 
world expects Israel to be some form of utopia – a 
place where mistakes never happen; where per-

fection is omnipresent; where all military, social, 
economic, political, and religious issues can be 
sorted out effortlessly. 

The world needs to recognize that Israel is not 
a beacon of perfection. Like other countries, it 
has its share of corrupt leaders. Once a socialist 
nation, modest apartments in Tel Aviv regularly 
fetch $1 million or more – creating an enclave for 
the wealthy elite. And nepotism is still the rule of 
the day if one wants a job in the public sector. 

Despite these problems, Israel was named 
the 13th-happiest country in the world, accord-
ing to the 2018 UN annual World Happiness 
Report. Somehow, Israelis have gained a proper 
perspective as they deal with life, and daily criti-
cism from major Western and Arab countries. 
They know that at the end of the day, they will be 
solely responsible for keeping their families and 
neighbors safe. They face real threats that most 
Americans and Europeans could not imagine. 
But, in between these moments of angst and war, 
they have found a way to build a society and a 
nation that has given so much to the world. 

Let us celebrate Israel’s existence, and contri-
butions to mankind. And to those who support 
– or criticize – the country, Israel is just a 12-hour 
flight from Logan. A firsthand look at a modern 
miracle is highly recommended. 

Israel at 71: A modern miracle

Last week, faced with Jewish 
establishment organizations 
which won’t do much to defend 
Jewish students, attorney Karen 
Hurvitz singlehandedly took 
legal action against a hate panel 
at UMass. The panel featured 
top celebrity anti-Semites, 
including Linda Sarsour and 
Roger Winter, who believe that 
Jews have no right to self-gov-
ernance in the land of their ori-
gin. UMass, an agency of the 
Massachusetts state govern-
ment, rented them the space. 
You paid for the venue rented 
to racists.

Skipping over the true horrors 
in the Middle East – where wom-
en’s genitals are mutilated, gays 
are stoned, Christians are cru-
cified, their churches bombed, 
their women and girls raped, 
where blacks are enslaved by 
Arabs and Muslims in five African 
countries, these “liberationists” 
focus on Israel’s so-called “occu-
pation,” a situation in which 100 
percent of Palestinians in Gaza 
have self-rule as do 95 percent 
of Palestinians in the West Bank. 
They are a fraud. Claiming to act 

out of deep feeling for human 
rights, they ignore the real hor-
rors suffered by gays, Christians, 
Muslims and Africans in the 
Middle East – in order to spit on 
the Jews.

Hurvitz did not, as misreport-
ed in some media, try to stifle 
the First Amendment rights of 
the haters. They could speak 
wherever they like, she said, just 
not on the public dime. The ADL 
and the JCRC, on the other hand, 
followed their established pat-
tern of ducking when bullets fly. 
Having for years whitewashed 
the Newton school committee’s 
use of Arab funded anti-Israel 
curricula, they again cowered. 
ADL got up just enough passion 
to write a letter. 

Silence and weakness have 
never been friends of the Jews. 
We need and we deserve better 
leaders and we need to support 
those in our community, like 
Karen Hurvitz, who are willing 
to act on behalf of a Jewish com-
munity under assault.

Charles Jacobs, President
Americans for Peace and Tolerance

Watertown 

Jewish leaders fail again

I read with interest Saul 
Heller’s letter last week spewing 
the liberal lies about President 
Trump with no evidence. Notice 
he accused the current admin-
istration of “trampling our con-
stitution with impunity” ... with 
no examples. 

Notice he talks about racism 
as a tool to divide our nation. 
Again, no real examples. 

I could go on about the 
incompetence of Obama, the 
racist and anti-Semitic poli-
cies and actions of the left but, 
instead consider the following:

1. Jerusalem is recognized as 
Israel’s capital

2. The Golan Heights are rec-
ognized as Israel

3. The unemployment rate is 
the lowest in 49 years

4. The unemployment rate 
among minorities is the lowest 

in history
5. Countries are now forced 

to pay their own way in the UN 
and NATO

6. A red line has meaning
7. The stock market is at a 

record high
8. Industries are moving 

back to the US
9. Wages are up
10. Working on achieving 

border security
You get the point, I under-

stand that people do not like 
the personality of President 
Trump and frankly I don’t like 
a lot of his tweets. That being 
said, however, it is his policies 
that count and we are better 
off today than we were three 
years ago ... and that cannot be 
denied.

Elliott Margolis
Beverly

Making America great again

“From the depths I cry out to 
you O God,” the Psalmist wrote, 
and so do we, the Jewish clergy 
of the North Shore, cry out, yet 
again, from the depths of our 
grief and indignation at the loss 
of life and spilling of blood at 
Chabad of Poway Synagogue in 
California, adding to the already 
exhausting list of white suprem-
acists targeting Jews and other 
minorities. 

We extend our condolences 
to the family of Lori Kaye, and 
our prayers for healing to the 
other victims of this senseless 
attack and their loved ones.  
Adding to the hurt, this terrible 
act of hatred came on Shabbat 
and on the last day of Passover, 
bringing the plague of darkness 
to the final day of what had 
been a joyful festival of freedom. 

As we offer our condolences 
to the San Diego community, 
inspired by our season of lib-
eration, we also ask what action 
each of us can take to replace 
fear and hatred with compas-
sion and kindness.

As members of the North 
Shore Rabbis and Cantors 
Association we say that our 
Jewish community stands in 
solidarity with our brothers and 
sisters in California and around 
the world. Together, we raise our 
voices in a call for peace and we 
ask others to join us in fighting 
the growing white supremacy 
and anti-Semitism that led to 
this and other attacks. We must 
not point fingers at people with 
differing political views, as if to 
engage in a contest to deter-
mine who, in which party, is 
more anti-Semitic. Instead, we 
must join hands and stand unit-
ed as we redouble our efforts to 
end all hate.

We are grateful to our com-
munity leaders, law enforce-
ment, and religious partners 
who offer support and comfort 
in this moment of despair and 
renew our call to work together 
as a united community to end 
this cycle of violence.  The out-
pouring of support from friends 
and neighbors of all faiths fol-

lowing the deadly attacks at 
houses of worship in recent 
days remind us of the light in 
the world and teach that love is 
stronger than enmity and faith 
more powerful than despair.

We encourage all to continue 
to be engaged or to become 
more involved in Jewish life; to 
show up to pray, to comfort, to 
be comforted, to learn, to act 
for a better world, and to be 
part of the interconnectedness 
of community that runs deeper 
than anything that might seem 
to divide us.  

There are any number of 
issues and challenges to work 
on related to anti-Semitism and 
all forms of violence. We hope 
that this letter gets the point 
across that as a community, we 
must stand together against 
hate.

We pray as a whole com-
munity united, “Lo yisa goy el 
goy cherev. Lo yilmedu od mil-
chama” (“Nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation. Let them 
learn no longer the ways of war.”

– Isaiah 2:4)
L’Shalom,
Rabbi Alison P. Adler,  

Temple B’nai Abraham, 
Beverly

Rabbi David Cohen-
Henriquez, Temple Sinai, 
Marblehead

Rabbi Bernie Horowitz, 
Associate Rabbi, Temple 
Ner Tamid, Peabody

Rabbi David Kudan, Temple 
Tiferet Shalom, Peabody

Rabbi Steven Lewis, Temple 
Ahavat Achim, Gloucester

Rabbi Rim Meirowitz,  
Rabbi Emeritus. Temple 
Shir Tikvah, Winchester

Rabbi David J. Meyer, Temple 
Emanu-El, Marblehead

Rabbi Richard Perlman, 
Temple Ner Tamid, 
Peabody

Rabbi Michael Ragozin, 
Congregation Shirat 
Hayam, Swampscott

Rabbi Benjamin Resnick, 
Congregation Ahavas 
Achim, Newburyport 

Rabbis offer support, prayers for Poway community
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By Daniel Gordon

The recent BDS rally at 
UMass Amherst was a 
perfect storm of academic 

unprofessionalism. 
The American Association 

of University Professors has 
guidelines stating that academ-
ics should exercise “appropri-
ate restraint” when expressing 
their political opinions. The 
AAUP also suggests that profes-
sors voicing their viewpoint on a 
political controversy should not 
give the impression that they 
speak in the name of the larger 
academic units (department, 
deanship, university) of which 
they are part.

The Boycott, Divestment, 
Sanctions rally against Israel at 
UMass was organized by the 
chairman of the Communication 
Department, who also got his 
department to be a “sponsor” 
of the event. The same chair-
man preaches anti-Zionism 
in his courses. These courses 
are mass events in their own 
right, with a capacity of 800 stu-
dents. Lectures are prerecorded, 
exams are multiple choice and 
graded by machine. Within this 
world of mechanical reproduc-
tion, the professor functions as 
a propagandist against Israel, 
even including questions on 
his exams in which the “right” 
answer is invariably the one 
most critical of Israel.

What would happen if the 
chairperson of political science 
organized a rally of conservative 
critics of Black Lives Matter? We 
know that radical academics 
would not do what they did with 

BDS – they would not sponsor 
the event and then claim they 
were merely expressing their 
support for free speech. Dis-
inviting or shouting down 
speakers who question left-wing 
academic orthodoxies is com-
mon today. UMass professor 
Daphne Patai recently wrote in 
Minding the Campus: “We are 
living through an odd moment, 
characterized on the one hand 
by rampant censorship … and 
on the other hand by extraordi-
nary license. It all seems to 
depend on which identity 
groups are to be protected and 
which aren’t. That is intolerable.”

However, there is an even big-
ger problem than this criticism 
suggests. The problem is the fact 
that anti-Zionism has become, 
in today’s universities, a new 
cosmology. 

BDS offers a total worldview, 
configuring the Palestinians as 
the moral symbol of social injus-

tice everywhere. The purveyors 
of this popular “intersectional” 
theory claim that the plight of 
Palestinians in Gaza and the 
West Bank is equivalent to the 
plight of black people in the 
Unites States, which is equiva-
lent to the plight of women suf-
fering from patriarchy all over 
the world. The cause of these 
interchangeable evils is always 
the same, of course: American 
capitalism and Israel. The 
French philosopher Bernard-
Henri Lévy, commenting on 
anti-Semitism among today’s 
academics, notes that it’s as if 
“the human heart is too small 
to hold more than one sadness, 
more than one grief, more than 
one outrage.” 

For the traditional Jewish 
academic, there is more than 
one sadness and more than one 
truth. Our religion teaches us 
that the rabbis almost always 
respectfully disagree with each 

other. Elie Wiesel wrote that 
while the opinion of Hillel is pre-
ferred, the opinion of Shammai 
must be preserved, because 
in a future world, Shammai’s 
answers may prove to be more 
valid than they appear to be 
now. We also learn that man, 
who is not God, cannot know 
God, or anything else, with 
absolute mastery. And finally, 
we learn that the world is filled 
with sufferings – in the plural. 
We can try to repair one area of 
a shattered world but it would 
be egomania to believe that one 
has a simple formula for gluing 
the whole thing together.

The traditional Jewish aca-
demic does not live to spread 
a single political or moral mes-
sage in the classroom. For the 
new radical academic, in con-
trast, there is no God; there is no 
religion worth participating in. 
Religious freedom means being 
totally free of religion. Now, since 
religion is deemed to be utterly 
false, there is no check on the 
intellect, and the radically secu-
lar academic too often considers 
his or her beliefs about “social 
justice” to be absolutely true. 

Not that all atheists fall into 
the trap of becoming gods to 
themselves. There are some who 
think deeply about the concept 
of a godless and contingent uni-
verse who arrive at a reason-
able conclusion: that in social 
and political affairs, we can 
only expose students to mul-
tiple viewpoints. But BDS is an 
expression of the all-knowing 
side of academic atheism. Here 
in the classroom, the professor 
is the divinity to be feared by 

students. There is one truth and 
it is mine. We will not debate 
it, you will just identify it in a 
multiple-choice question.  

When I’m inclined to be 
depressed by the thought of a 
professor indoctrinating hun-
dreds of students in a course 
with anti-Semitic conspira-
cy theories, I am consoled by 
the thought that 800 students, 
taught in this manner, can-
not compete against the mind 
of one student who has grown 
up in the atmosphere of acute 
debate characteristic of Jewish 
learning. 

But today, many young peo-
ple, Jewish and non-Jewish, 
arrive at college with no intel-
lectual sophistication. They 
have not studied complex moral 
dilemmas in small seminars. 
They have not experienced 
prolonged, unresolved debate 
about social issues over dinner 
at home. In their sudden intel-
lectual awakening in college, 
they are easily seduced by sim-
plified formulas that purport to 
explain the cause of every disas-
ter and injustice. 

Inside the university, we must 
advocate for the AAUP guide-
lines on exercising political 
restraint. But outside the univer-
sity is where the most important 
education is, or ought to be, tak-
ing place. BDS will recede when 
more young people, Jewish and 
non-Jewish, receive a solid reli-
gious and ethical early educa-
tion. Then they will stand up 
against the dogma of BDS.

Daniel Gordon is professor of 
History at UMass Amherst.

By Martin Fletcher 

When reading Tom Brokaw’s 
sweeping “The Greatest 
Generation,” which paid hom-

age to his father’s generation, I couldn’t 
help comparing the American experi-
ence with the Israeli one, covering the 
same years.

My conclusion was that the true great-
est generation, maybe the greatest gen-
eration of all time, in terms of what they 
endured and achieved, was the Jewish 
generation from central Europe born 
around 1920.

Has any other generation in history 
had such an extraordinary ride?

Think of the action, most of it unwel-
come, packed into their lifetime.

Born into a Europe-wide depression 
following World War I. Raised amid grow-
ing anti-Semitism, which in Germany 
and Austria meant being rejected from 
school, forbidden from swimming pools 
and public parks, leading to random 
rituals of humiliation. 

My own grandmother was one of those 
forced to clean the streets of Vienna with 
a toothbrush.

Dwell on that for a moment.
Then most Jews were transported 

to labor and death camps to be killed 
or to survive amidst unimaginable 
cruelty and suffering. Post-war survi-
vors were deloused and warehoused in 
Displaced Persons Camps, most of them 
in Germany, some for years. 

It is an historic irony, and a kick in 
the dentures of Hitler, that there were 
more Jews in Germany after the war than 
before, because surviving Jews from all 
of Europe were sent to these Displaced 
Persons Camps. Many made their way 
illegally to Palestine, defying the British 
blockade. Some joined the Jewish under-
ground to rid Palestine of the British 
mandate, while preparing for the inevi-
table war against the Arabs.

Finally, something to celebrate: They 
were among the founders of the Jewish 
State and at last could dance with joy in 
the streets celebrating the new Jewish 
homeland. 

But not for long. A quarter of all the 
Jewish dead in the war of 1948 were con-
centration camp survivors.

But alongside their new Israeli com-
patriots, they helped build a state almost 
from scratch. In 1950, one in four Israelis 
was living in tents. The population 
trebled in 20 years. Schools, hospitals, 
homes, roads, transport, an entire infra-
structure system had to be built on the 
fly. Measured in material goods, it was a 
nation of the poor. A man said to me, “In 
those days we were all in it together. We 
all wore sandals. And if you were rich, 
you wore better sandals.”

But in terms of motivation, innovation 

fueled by necessity, and the determina-
tion to face all challenges united, young 
Israel was the wealthiest of nations.

The same European transplants were 
led by their new government into a futile 
war in 1956. Then another war of survival 
in 1967. The youngest even fought in the 
Yom Kippur war of 1973. In between they 
fought Arab guerrillas. And all the while, 
this same generation built a nation that 
by 1967 had the highest per capita pro-
duction in the Middle East, became rec-
ognized as a formidable military power, 
and led the world in agricultural innova-
tion. 

Today, Israel is the only country in 
the drought-ridden region that exports 
water. It is the only country in the world 
that had more trees in the year 2000 than 
in 1900.

Along the way, Israelis made mistakes. 

Oh, did they! But who wouldn’t, with 
such extraordinary deadly challenges 
from neighbors who denied their very 
right to exist to the crushing social prob-
lems of an instant melting pot of cul-
tures, values, and languages.

Today, looking back at my parents’ 
generation, I can only shake my head in 
wonder and admiration. No way could I 
have done it. 

But it saddens me, too. The resurgence 
of anti-Semitism which forces Jews all 
over Europe today to hide their identity 
in public places; the hypocrisy of organi-
zations like BDS that feed on half-truths 
and complete lies; the gleeful pouncing 
on any Israeli misstep as further proof of 
the evil state.

Does Israel have problems? Yes. Must 
they be solved urgently? Yes. Are they 
being addressed in Israel? Barely.

Is that different from any other nation? 
No. Yet is it true that the United Nations 
Human Rights Council has condemned 
Israel more often than the rest of the 
world combined? Bizarrely, yes. 

Please! Israel as a pariah nation? On 
what planet, by what true measure, 
except in the minds of the blinkered 
hateful?

There are not many left of the 
Europeans who formed part of Israel’s 
founding generation, and whom I call 
the world’s greatest generation. Their 
story is not one they would have chosen, 
but their story chose them, forced upon 
them by the hateful. 

It is our duty today to resist this new 
tide of haters: peacefully, politely, but 
forcefully and in the spirit of our greatest 
generation. 

Be proud.

British journalist Martin Fletcher was 
a war correspondent in the Middle East 
for NBC News for 26 years. His latest 
book, “Promised Land,” was a finalist for 
this year’s National Jewish Book Award. 

The new cult of anti-Semitism

The greatest generation rose out of the ashes to build Israel 

A view from the stage at the May 4 BDS rally at UMass Amherst.

 In 1950, one in four Israelis lived in tents.
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in honor of our grandchildren
Laura & Wade Goldman
Harold & Caroline Goldstein
Ms Ellen Goldstick
Annette Green
Michael & Susan Green
Evelyn Harmon in memory of  

my sons Edward & Marc
Myrna Harris in memory of  

my beloved husband Arnie
Saul & Betty Heller
Gigi Hooker
David Kahan
Beverly A Kahn
Tanis Kahn
Harriet Kaminsky in memory of 

Phillip & Ian Kaminsky
Stephen Kardos
Roz & Ed Kaufman in memory of 

Helene Olsen
Barry & Lynn Kepnes
Igor & Genya Krigman
Cheryl B Kriteman
Mel & Elaine Leeds
Joshua Lehman
Lois & Sherman Lein  

in honor of brother  
Neal Cohen’s 45th birthday

Merle & Lester Levenbaum  
in memory of father  
Paul Chernov and in honor of 
grandaughter’s engagement

Beverly and Jerry Levenson  
in honor of our children and 
four grandchildren

Ruth Levin in memory of  
Herbert Levin

Janice Levine
Lois Liberman
Roberta Liss
Gerald H Litcofsky
Alexander & Anna Litvak
Edith Luray
E J Medros
Frances Minsky
Arlene Nyman
Reisa Parker
Phyllis Patkin
Fran Pearlman in memory of 

Sandra Goldish
Jeffrey & Carol Phillips  

in memory of Fredric Phillips
David & Diane Podradchik  

in honor of our children and 
grandchildren

Mel Pollack in memory of  
Myrna Pollack

Barry Poretsky
Priscilla Quigley in loving  

memory of William L Quigley
Howard & Sharon Rich
Ken & Judy Rosenthal
Evelyn Rothschild  

in loving memory of  
Raymond Rothschild

Nancy Rubin
Sheila Rudin in memory of 

beloved brother Leonard, wife 
Bea, and daughter Diane Weiss

Marvin B Sallop
Robert & Ruth Salter
Mr & Mrs Robert A Sanford
David Schwartz
Eileen & Neal Selznick
Alice Shactman
Harvey Shapiro in memory of 

beloved wife Eileen
Mark and Mimi Shapiro  

in honor of Harland and  
Rose Arlene Shapiro

Bernard & Madeline Shavelson
Dr Fred & Honey Shmase
Louis Shoer in memory of  

Faith Shoer
Sam & Selma Shoer
Ethel Shulam in memory of 

daughter Debby Bindman
Merle & Larry Shuman
Robert M Shyavitz in memory of 

Mildred Shyavitz
Myra Siegel in memory of  

Stanley Siegel
Ruth Ann Silverman
Margaret Simons
Gilbert & Susan Sklover  

in memory of Phyllis Sklover
Caryn & Sam Sloan
Janice & Bob Smith
Michelle Harris
Estelle Solomon in memory  

of my beloved daughter  
Judy Lampert

Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 
Chapel in memory of  
Bertram Grand

Albert Stein
Milton I Steller
Peter & Mira Stolerman
Diane Sweet
Brenda & Ralph Tracey
Faith & Eric Vandusen
Lewis & Reggie Weinstein
Nancy & Mark Weinstein
Alan & Elaine Winer
Phyllis Winer
Rowena Winik
Anne Winograd
Rachel Zalvan
Dr. Irma Zarinsky

And thank you to all  
our anonymous donors

By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF 

PEABODY – Temple Ner 
Tamid has come a long way 
since holding makeshift High 
Holiday services in the lower 
levels of the Northshore Mall.

Sixty years later, the Peabody 
congregation gathers in a large 
synagogue atop a hill. It boasts 
roughly 200 families, including 
increasing amounts with young 
children drawn to its reinvigo-
rated Hebrew school. 

To celebrate its six decades 
as a center of Peabody’s Jewish 
community, Ner Tamid will host 
a three-day celebration from 
Friday, May 31, through Sunday, 
June 2.

“I love the fact that my shul 
is 60 years old, and I can’t wait 
for them to be talking about 
it when it’s 120,” said Rabbi 
Richard Perlman, who will per-
form a concert with his three 
brothers, Emanuel (Manny), 
Josh, and Eli  – who are also 
rabbis and cantors – for the cel-
ebration. “This synagogue has 

a beautiful reputation – there 
have been many, many years of 
wonderful, spiritual, program-
ming, education; great leaders, 
great people who have put so 
much into it to see that the 
shul did well.”

Ner Tamid was founded in 
1959 as droves of Jews were 

moving to Peabody from 
places like Malden, Everett, 
and Chelsea. Before the High 
Holidays, a few of these new 
transplants decided to get 
together for Conservative Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur ser-
vices. They hired a rabbi and 
cantor, and held the first ser-
vices at Cy Tenney Hall in West 
Peabody. 

Those in attendance decided 
that they would form a temple 
and call it “Ner Tamid,” Hebrew 
for “Eternal Light.” After moving 
around to different locations in 
Peabody for a few years, the 
current building was completed 
off Lowell Street in 1965.

The anniversary festivities 
will kick off with a Friday night 
Shabbat dinner to honor all past 
presidents of the temple, the 
Sisterhood, the Men’s Club, and 
United Synagogue Youth chap-
ter, followed by the installation 
of new temple officers. Rabbi 

Perlman’s brother Manny, who 
is a recently retired cantor from 
just outside Baltimore and has 
been deemed the “Hazzan-in 
Residence” for the weekend, 
will assist in the Friday night 
service.

The following day, Marvin 
Wilson, who taught Old 
Testament, Hebrew, and Jewish 
Studies at Gordon since 1971 
at Gordon College in Wenham 
before retiring last year, will 
give a talk after Shabbat ser-
vices. A luncheon and study 
session will follow. 

On Sunday, the old band 
will reunite. For many years, 
Rabbi Perlman and his broth-
ers have performed music 
together. Manny is the hazzan 
emeritus at the Chizuk Amuno 
Congregation in Pikesville, Md.; 
Josh is the cantor at B’nai Israel 
Congregation in Rockville, Md.; 
and Eli is a rabbi and cantor at 
Congregation Beit Shalom in 
Monroe Township, N.J. 

The Perlmans bring decades 
of musical experience and kin-
ship to their performances. In 
the auditorium of Peabody’s  
new Higgins Middle School, 
the brothers, along with key-
boardist David Sparr, will treat 
the congregation to an eclectic 
combination of cantorial clas-
sics, Jewish and Israeli songs, 
and secular music like the Bee 
Gees and the Kingston Trio. 

“The 60th is the diamond 
year,” said Temple President 
Adele Lubarsky. “The vision 
of Temple Ner Tamid 60 years 
ago was a very rough stone, but 
because of all of the hands that 
have been part of our temple, 
they have turned it into a pre-
cious stone.” 

Ner Tamid to celebrate 60 years as  
heart of Peabody’s Jewish community

The Perlman Brothers – Richard, Emanuel, Josh and Eli Perlman – will 
perform at the Higgins Middle School in Peabody on June 2.

Josh and Eli Perlman



By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

The last time Deborah E. 
Lipstadt donned a cap and 
gown at Brandeis University 
was in 1976, when she earned 
her doctorate in history from 
the department of Near Eastern 
and Judaic Studies.  

It was a thrilling moment, 
with her mother proudly in 
attendance, a culmination of 
years of academic studies, she 
acknowledged.

In the four decades since, 
Lipstadt, now the Dorot 
Professor of Modern Jewish 
History and Holocaust Studies 
at Emory University, has 
become a go-to Holocaust 
expert.  The author of a half 
dozen award-winning books 
and numerous other articles, 
Lipstadt is a clarion voice in 
high demand, speaking and 
writing during unsettling times 
that have seen an alarming rise 
in anti-Semitism across the 
world. 

Lipstadt was born and 
raised in Far Rockaway, N.Y. in 
a Modern Orthodox family that 
treasured its Jewish heritage 
and educational achievement. 
She rose to prominence in 2000, 
when she successfully defend-
ed herself in a libel suit from 
David Irving, whom she had 
called a Holocaust denier. Her 
2005 book, “History on Trial,” 
about the dramatic London 
courtroom battle, inspired 
the critically acclaimed 2016 
feature film “Denial,” starring 
Rachel Weisz. 

On Sunday, May 19, Lipstadt 
will deliver the commencement 
speech at Brandeis and receive 
an honorary degree from the 
institution that launched her 
career. 

“Getting this honorary 
degree is a very big deal,” said 
Lipstadt in a phone conversa-
tion.  With both her parents 
deceased, Lipstadt’s sister will 
represent their family at this 
milestone.

In her most recent work, 
“Antisemitism: Here and Now,” 
Lipstadt unpacks the current 
state of anti-Semitism: as a 
convergence of attacks from 
both right-wing white nation-
alists and the Left. She does 
so through a series of letters 
she penned to two fictionalized 
characters, one a Jewish stu-
dent and the other a non-Jewish 
faculty member both eager to 
understand the history of anti-
Semitism and its current mani-
festation.

Lipstadt cautions that 
because of social media, the 
hatred espoused by white 

nationalist extremists is reach-
ing new audiences. She also 
warns against staying silent 
in the face of seemingly more 
casual anti-Semitic remarks by 
“dinner party” anti-Semites. 

On the left, Lipstadt helps 
readers understand when harsh 
critics of Israel and support-
ers of the Boycott, Divestment,  
Sanctions movement cross the 
line into anti-Semitism. 

“I am not saying that every-
one who opposes Israel is anti-
Semitic. We have to be very 
careful,” she told the Journal. 
At the same time, she is forth-
right about the danger of those 
who single out Israel while 
remaining silent about severe 
human rights violations in 
other countries.

Lipstadt has harsh words for 
the current partisanship within 
the Jewish community. “It’s a 
food fight about whose anti-
Semitism is worse,” she said, 
arguing that these antics are 
the “last thing we can afford.”

Lipstadt is a fierce defender 
of free speech and academic 
freedom who does not gener-
ally favor efforts by some on 
college campuses to shut down 
events by BDS supporters. She 
feels the tactic is often counter-
productive and gives ammuni-
tion to the anti-Israel cause.

“I think students are really 
beleaguered and the universi-
ties, thus far, have not really 
taken this issue seriously,” she 
added. “On some campuses, 
you have students who don’t 
want to wear their kippah. Not 
all, by any means, but things 
are changing quickly, and on 
some campuses, students are 
reluctant [to show their Jewish 
identity.”]

In the book’s section, “Is It 

Time to Panic?” Lipstadt cau-
tioned that it’s a mistake to 
exaggerate the scope of anti-
Semitism in this country, 
whether in college campuses 
or society at large. 

However, the increased 
wave of anti-Semitic violence 
and killings at Pittsburgh’s 
Tree of Life Synagogue and the 
shooting at San Diego’s Poway 
Chabad Center (which both 
happened after she wrote the 
book), have exacerbated Jews’ 
anxieties.

“If I were writing today, I 
would say, ‘not panic,’ but real 
vigilance,” said Lipstadt.

In a closing chapter, Lipstadt 
encourages a Jewish identity 
built on more ‘joy’ than ‘oy’, 
arguing that fighting anti-Sem-
itism should not be the “rai-
son d’être” for Jewish identity. 

“Be there also at the rejoicing 
… take pride in the positive,” 
Lipstadt said.

In thinking about her com-
mencement speech before 
a diverse array of graduates, 
Lipstadt said understanding 
the dangers of anti-Semitism is 
a concern for all students.

“Anti-Semitism is built on a 
Jewish conspiracy notion. Any 
society that succumbs to that 
will believe all sorts of conspir-
acy theories. Once you have 
that dominate, a democracy is 
not healthy. If you see a rise in 
anti-Semitism or tolerance of 
anti-Semitism, you are begin-
ning to see a society that is rot-
ting from its insides,” Lipstadt 
said.
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Deborah E. Lipstadt will be the commencement speaker at Brandeis 
on May 19.
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On the afternoon prior to 
Yom HaShoah, Izzy Juda, a 
97-year-old Holocaust survivor, 
took to the podium at Epstein 
Hillel School to share his expe-
riences with students, faculty, 
and staff. The great-grandfather 
of 1st and 5th-grade EHS sisters 
presented the community with 
an honest, moving, and deeply 
personal telling of his story.  

From his experience as a 
young teenager in Vienna to 
his journey to Switzerland and, 
ultimately the States, his life is 
a remarkable story of bravery, 
perseverance, and a little bit of 
luck.  He told of being on a train 
that stopped for reasons he still 
cannot explain. Thinking quick-
ly, he jumped from the concen-
tration campbound train. Then, 
with the help of a local farmer 
who sheltered and fed him, he 
made his way to a border cross-
ing in the Swiss Alps where he 
climbed his way to freedom. 

EHS students listened with 
rapt attention and respect as Mr. 
Juda, with his sweet and kind 
nature, answered their thought-
ful questions and reminded 
them of two important things: 

“Never let anyone tell you it 
didn’t happen and never, ever 

lose hope.”

Survivor speaks at Hillel 

Holocaust survivor Izzy Juda with his great granddaughters, Meirav 
and Sasha Ganezer, at Hillel.

The Chelsea Football 
Club and the New England 
Revolution took part in the 
“March of the Living” event in 
Poland, held annually in remem-
brance of the Holocaust, on May 
2. The teams’ participation in the 
march was the latest activity in 
a continuing series of commit-
ments both organizations have 
made as part of a joint effort 
between Mr. Abramovich and 
the Kraft family to harness the 
power of sport to combat anti-
Semitism and discrimination 
around the world.

The March of the Living is 
an annual event that brings 
people from around the world 
together to explore the history of 
the Holocaust, with an expected 
10,000 people marching from 
Auschwitz to Birkenau, the larg-
est Nazi concentration camp 
complex built during World War 
II.

Last year, Chelsea FC was 
the first Premier League club to 
ever send a delegation to the 
March of the Living. This year, 
Chelsea FC was joined by the 
Revolution, whose participation 
marks  the first appearance by 
a U.S. team. Director Eugene 
Tenenbaum, CEO Guy Laurence, 
former manager Avram Grant, 

and club ambassador Steve 
Redgrave represented Chelsea. 
Participants from the Revolution 
included President Brian 
Bilello and Club Ambassador 
Charlie Davies. 

“Chelsea is honored to par-
ticipate in the March of the 
Living for the second year in 
a row,” said Chelsea Director 
Eugene Tenenbaum. “We started 
this initiative to raise awareness 
of and tackle anti-Semitism in all 
its forms more than a year ago 
and sharing this experience of 
paying our respects to the mil-
lions of Jews who lost their lives 
in the Holocaust with members 
of the New England Revolution 
goes a long way in spreading the 
message of unity and tolerance.”

“The New England Revolution 

are honored to join the March 
of the Living this year to rec-
ognize the legacy of those who 
lost their lives in the Holocaust,” 
said Revolution President Brian 
Bilello. “With prejudice and hate 
crimes on the rise, we feel it’s 
important to use our voice to 
help combat discrimination of 
any kind and we are proud to 
partner with Chelsea to help pro-
mote equality and tolerance.”

The march is designed to 
contrast starkly with the death 
marches that occurred toward  
the end of the war. Since its incep-
tion in 1988, more than 260,000 
individuals from 52 countries 
have marched down the same 
three-kilometer path leading 
from Auschwitz to Birkenau on 
Holocaust Remembrance Day.

New England Revolution and Chelsea Football Club join the March of the Living

Edelstein speaks at CJP event 

Lisa Edelstein and Meredith Goldstein 

Lisa Edelstein, writer, producer, director and star of “Girlfriends’ 
Guide to Divorce” and “The Kominsky Method” charmed The 
Boston Globe’s Meredith Goldstein onstage at Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies’  annual Pomegranate Society & Friends event on 
May 6. The Boston-born actress was the keynote speaker at this 
year’s event, sharing stories of her life’s challenges and successes 
with the 410 attendees who came in support of CJP’s Women’s 
Philanthropy initiatives. The event was one of CJP’s most suc-
cessful yet, with Lisa’s vibrant, energetic personality captivating 
guests both on and off stage as she answered questions from the 
audience and mingled with attendees before and after her speech. 

Revolution and Chelsea players at Auschwitz
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I
t turns out when your grandma 
is a celebrated event planner, 
the sky’s the limit. 

“It’s amazing, because she 
could get anything I wanted, 

and she’s super creative,” said Laci 
Robbins of Lynnfield, who worked 
with her grandmother,  owner and 
operator of Donna Kagan’s Elegant 
Touch out of Marblehead, to create the 
bat mitzvah of her dreams. “I was very 
involved with every decision.”

Kagan enjoyed working with her 
granddaughter, whom she thinks 
picked up some of her party plan-
ning panache. “Laci was an integral 
part – we really didn’t do anything 
without her,” said Kagan, her voice 
brimming with naches. “She under-
stands what’s involved in doing these 
things because she grew up knowing 
I’m in this business. She understood 
a lot of the pieces that were out there. 
Whereas most 12, 13-year-old kids 
have no clue whatsoever, she was fully 
aware because we are the total party 
family.”

On Nov. 10, 2018, after months of 
working closely together, the fam-
ily was finally ready to celebrate this 
important milestone together.

Laci’s bat mitzvah began on a 
Saturday evening at Temple Ner Tamid 
in Peabody, where she had been study-
ing with Rabbi Richard Perlman and 

Cantor Steve Abramowitz. Laci and 
her mother Shari, a management con-
sultant, decided to hold the religious 
ceremony in the evening rather than 
the morning because they felt logistics 
would run more smoothly that way. 

“It worked better for us and our life-
style to have it altogether,” said Shari. 
“We’re breaking tradition a little bit – 
we are Conservative – but the thought 
of just having to focus on one event, 
one outfit, one guest list, just seemed a 
lot more organized and easy to plan.”

Wearing her late father’s bar mitz-
vah tallit and a custom-made silver 
leather yarmulke, Laci led a service 
that combined parts of Shabbat morn-
ing and Havdalah services. Laci’s Torah 

portion was Vayeitzei, in which Jacob 
dreams that God has extended a lad-
der from heaven and invited him to 
ascend. Jacob refuses, feeling that God 
is as important on earth as He is in 
heaven. 

Laci worked with Rabbi Perlman 
to craft a D’var Torah that stressed 
the importance of treating everyone – 
regardless of appearance, personality, 
or ability – with respect and kindness. 

This topic is personally meaningful 
to Laci, who has worked to create an 
inclusion program at Lynnfield Middle 
School by spending time getting to 
know classmates with special needs, 
and encouraging her peers to follow 
her lead.

After Laci gave her speech, Shari 
followed suit by sharing a few words 
about Laci. “My speech was not about 
what I’ve taught her or the woman 
that I want her to one day be,” said 
Shari. “It was more about how she, as 

my firstborn, has taught me how to 
be a mother; to go outside my com-
fort zone sometimes. She’s shown me 
through her authenticity, her innate 
kindness, and her unconcern for 
drama that these are qualities that 
make others want to be around you. I 
wanted Laci to know how much she’s 
taught me as I go through my own 
life, while watching hers unfold.”And 
just like that, in less than two hours, 
the culmination of months of diligent 
preparation was over. Everyone threw 
candy at Laci, chanted, “Siman Tov 
U’Mazal Tov,” and she could finally 
relax. 

“It all happened very fast – I wish 
I could’ve slowed down a bit,” she 
said. “After the service, it was kind of 
relieving because it was done, but at 
the same time, I worked for all those 
months for just two hours.” 

All 150 guests went straight to the 
party at the Boston Marriott Peabody, 
where Kagan had worked her magic. 
The theme of the party was “Beats by 

Laci,” a reference to the popular “Beats 
by Dre” brand of headphones. As party 
favors, all guests received a special 
“Beats by Laci” pair of headphones, in 
addition to other fun swag. Laci chose 
that particular theme because she 
loves music, and the Marriott Peabody 
is a former nightclub. 

According to Shari, every detail 
at the reception was designed to get 
people out of their seats and onto the 
dance floor. Speeches and toasts were 
kept to a minimum, and instead of 
seated desserts, caterers circulated the 
room with delectable treats like warm 
chocolate chip cookies and ice cream 
bonbons.

A mix of sugar, great music, and 
general simchah kept everyone danc-
ing well into the night. “The party 
went pretty great,” said Laci.  “The DJ 
played very good music, no one was 
bored, and all my friends said they had 
a really good time.”  

Laci, who will continue her Jewish 
education at Temple Ner Tamid’s 
Hebrew high school, is proud of what 
she accomplished: “It took a lot of  
perseverance at some points, but it 
was definitely a fun journey to go 
through.”

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Spring 2019 Party Guide

A bat mitzvah that hits all the right notes

All photos by Tara Morris Images
Laci Robbins studying Torah for her bat mitzvah.
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 3 Bourbon St., Peabody, MA

Let us host your next 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Special event!

Event Space 
to accommodate  
20 – 120 people with 
NO ROOM FEE

Homemade Sauces, Pasta
 & Fresh Seafood are our specialty!

Call us today!
Your guests 

will RAVE about 
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TICKETS ARE STILL AVAILABLE!
Email rosenberg@jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111 x130
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BAR/BAT MITZVAH 

SERVICES
Art Corner 

In the 40 years that the Art Corner has served the North Shore 
community, we have framed: paintings, mini and ginormous; 
family photos, vacation casual to high-end wedding photo-

graphs; diplomas from kindergarten-isn’t-that-cute to Harvard 
University seriousness; contemporary to hand-calligraphied 
Ketubahs; fragile antique samplers and elaborate award-winning 
needlepoints; children’s “masterpieces;” sports jerseys (lots of 
them!); beer bottles; silver spoons; lions and tigers and bears, oh, 
my! And – oh, yah! – whatever YOU bring to us!

There’s a frame in our store with your name on it!
The Art Corner, for fine and stylish custom picture framing.
The Art Corner is located at 264 Washington St., Salem. Visit 

artcornersalem.com or call 978-745-9524.

A    A    A

Catering By Tevya

Be a guest at your own party! We have an excellent reputa-
tion for quality and service to help make your simcha a 
special occasion. Catering By Tevya provides elegant kosher 

catering for bar and bat mitzvahs, weddings, seders, Shabbat din-
ners and all kinds of social functions. We are continually updating 
our menus and enjoy meeting with our clients to personally design 
a menu to meet your needs for your special day.

We are under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical 
Council of Massachusetts. 

Visit our website at levineskoshermkt.com. Contact us at 978-
535-6449 for more information. 

A    A    A

Bler Travel

Bler Travel is a full service travel agency that has been in the 
Brookline area for over 25 years. Our expertise makes us the  
“go to” agency for all your travel needs. The traveler gets 

full support before, during and after the trip. This service is unique 
as you usually do not get this level of service when you book a trip 
online. 

Our team of professionals cater to your needs and take care of 
all the details of your trip. We continually exceed your expecta-
tions and stay within your budget for flights, vacations, cruises, 
honeymoons, bar or bat mitzvah trips, family tours of Israel, family 
reunions and more. We will never disappoint you. We continually 
receive high praises on our expertise and knowledge, and our cli-
ents come back year after year. Reach out to us for your next trip!

Bler Travel is located at 45 Bartlett Crescent Road, Brookline. 
Contact us at 617-738-0500 or email us at info@bler.com.

A    A    A

Giblees

Giblees has been providing the finest of menswear and per-
sonalized service in the New England area for more than 
50 years. From casual to formal, Giblees offers one of the 

largest inventories and selections of men’s designer clothing in all 
of New England. The unique merchandise is chosen from around 
the world and is not commonly found in a typical men’s store. 
Giblees carries an extensive selection of designer brands includ-
ing Canali, Giorgio Armani, Zanella, Peter Millar, etc. The service is 
just as upscale as the clothing. All the sales associates have exten-
sive fashion knowledge and have been trained to help customers 
choose items that best meet their style and budget requirements 
and while there, you may run into a sports personality as many 
well known sports figures frequent the store such as Gronk and 
other Patriots players. 

Giblees is located at 85 Andover Street (Rte. 114), Danvers. Visit 
giblees.com.

A    A    A

Donna Kagan’s  
Elegant Touch

For 38 years, Donna has helped families and corporations 
create unique parties.  Growing up in the kosher catering 
business gave her a bird’s eye view of what people want.  She 

decided to use her knowledge and business degree from Boston 
University to establish a company she could operate out of her 
home.  At the time, her children were young and this made perfect 
sense.  Donna can furnish caterers, photographers, bands, design-
er linens, florists, props, themes and lighting.  She can orchestrate 
an entire event or just some pieces of it, depending on her custom-
ers wishes and budget. “My primary concern is always the happi-
ness of my client.”

continued on page 14



Donna promises to make your event not only memorable, but 
hassle-free.

Be they the mother of the bride or the CEO of a major 
corporation, Donna makes them feel like a guest at their own 
affair. 

Creating an innovative theme for a client is a special skill 
Donna brings to her work,  When people want something 
different she will work to create an entire environment for them. 
“There is nothing I can’t do, don’t have or can’t get.  I guarantee 
my clients will be amazed at how easy I can make their occasions 
memorable. I seek perfection and I love what I do.”

Experience the best with Donna Kagan, an event planner who 
makes the greatest parties … from casual to the most elegant.

Call 781-631-6603 or email donna.eltouch@gmail.com.

A    A    A

At the Israel Guide Dog Center, we train dogs to  
respond to Hebrew commands and to navigate the 

challenging environment in Israel. In less than 30 days of 
instruction, blind Israelis attain a level of freedom they 
never dreamed possible. We exist to help blind Israeli 
veterans and civilians regain their lives by giving them 

independence, mobility and renewed self-confidence  
as well as improved self-esteem and companionship.
Our services  – supported almost entirely through  
generous indivduals, family foundations and bequests – 
are completely free. 
Thats´s why we need your help.

SUPPORT OUR DOGS‘ HEBREW EDUCATION

To learn more please visit: http://israelguidedog.org 

Israel Guide Dog Center for the Blind
968 Easton Rd. Suite H, Warrington, PA 18976 • Tel: 215-343-9100 • E-mail: info@israelguidedog.org

✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦

Complimentary consultation by appointment
Visit our showroom offices in Marblehead and Martha’s Vineyard

781-631-6603 ✦ donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Event Planner 
and 

Designer

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

From casual to the most elegant…
Parties for all occasions

FOR A BAR/BAT MITZVAH  
TO REMEMBER...  

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!

catering by  
tevya

A division of Larry Levine’s Kosher Meats & Deli

Relax & enjoy youR own PaRty
Munching, lunching & Dining

we Do it all! Full SeRvice cateRing

For information, please call Todd Levine:

978-535-6449
www.levineskoshermkt.com

Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of MA
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Evan’s Deli: 
A Taste of New York in Marblehead

At Evan’s Deli we understand everything that goes into planning an event. We pay close atten-
tion to detail so you do not have to. Our fantastic staff makes the planning easy for you. Each 
of our custom designed catering platters is served on decorative trays and bowls, and we 

provide all the plates, napkins, and serving utensils necessary for your event. We strive to provide the 
freshest food for you and your guests. Whether your event is an elaborate wedding celebration, cor-
porate meeting, or cozy backyard party, you will be sure to receive quality service and premium food 
from Evan’s Deli. You can also get any menu item to go or enjoy your food right in our deli. 

Call Evan today to let him handle the stress at your next event so you do not have to. Once you 
come in we know you will keep coming back!

Visit evansdeli.com or call 781-631-DELI.

A    A    A

Israel Book Shop

The Israel Book Shop has served the greater Boston Jewish community for over 60 years. Our 
friendly and knowledgable staff are available to help with your wedding and celebration needs.

Whether choosing a ketubah, renting a chuppah, sizing up a new tallit, engraving your name 
on a sparkling kiddush cup or just setting up your new Jewish home, the IBS is the place to go.

Israel Book Shop is located at 410 Harvard St., Brookline. Visit israelbookshop.com or call 617-566-
7113 or 800-323-7723.

A    A    A

The Israel Guide Dog Center

The Israel Guide Dog Center for the Blind is the only accredited guide dog training facility in 
the entire Middle East – and they profoundly change the lives of any blind or visually impaired 
Israeli. The dogs are born, raised and trained in Israel so they are accustomed to the unique 

environment such as extreme temperatures, traffic circles, cars that park on the sidewalk, and security 
barriers.  Best of all, the puppies respond to Hebrew commands (but they only bark in Yiddish)! These 
amazing animals help visually impaired Israelis, by restoring their mobility and independence, in 
addition to being a constant companion and best friend.

 Dogs that do not qualify for guide dog training “change careers” and go on to help soldiers with 
PTSD, children with autism, children who are blind or others with special needs. All of their dogs serve 
a purpose and are placed in loving homes.

They also offer wonderful Bar/Bat Mitzvah and classroom tzedakah projects. Please support their 
efforts. 

For more information call 215-343-9100 or visit www.israelguidedog.org.

A    A    A

Zvi Jalfin Photography

With 14 years of experience as a full time photographer, 
Zvi understands that photography is not just the click 
of a camera; rather, it is the digital art of capturing your 

perfect moment and enhancing it for exceptional quality. Often 
overlooked, Zvi provides a proper lighting setup and technique 
that is crucial in photography, and it is an art that Zvi has been 
perfecting for years and years. That quality comes from staying 
current with leading-edge technology and partnering with the 
right strategic alliances. With many years of experience in the 
graphic art and printing industries, he has the critical knowledge 
needed to select and work with the right partners to produce the 
best results for your special moments. By listening to his clients 
and focusing on what they want to capture, Zvi ensures that their 
photographs, albums or portraits are the timeless keepsake they 
were hoping for. Acting in a consultative role, Zvi provides input 
regarding photographic options to fulfill his clients’ needs. Zvi 
photographs weddings and bar/bat mitzvhas, corporate events, 
executive portraits and headshots, family portraits and pets. Zvi 
also offers Digital Graffiti services, Green Screen Photography, Red 
Carpet and Paparazzi photography stations as well as photo booth 
rentals.

Visit jalfinphoto.com, email zvi@jalfinphoto.com, or call 781-
449-7249.

A    A    A

Hard Rock Cafe

“We love to party! Whether you’re celebrating a mitz-
vah, special birthday party or graduation, we want 
to party with you.

 We are a full service, event planning facility with state of the art 
audiovisual, delicious cuisine, top notch service and a venue that 
creates the perfect event and lifelong memories for you and your 
guests! Catering, entertainment, parking and event merchandise 
can be customized to complement every event! From 15 to 600 
people, you can have the event of a lifetime at the Hard Rock Cafe 
Boston! Contact us today for more information. Make your next 
event a legendary success with the help of the professional event 
planning and catering staff at Hard Rock Cafe Boston. Our living 
museum of music history makes us a fantastic backdrop for any 
event, and our flavor-filled menu never disappoints.

Hard Rock Cafe is located at 22-24 Clinton St., Boston. Visit 
hardrockcafe.com. Email Alyssa McCourt at Alyssa.McCourt@
Hardrock.com, or call 617-424-7625. 

A    A    A

Donna Kagan’s  
Elegant Touch

from page 13



Kappy’s On Call

We invite you to take advantage of Kappy’s experience and pricing for your wedding, corpo-
rate event, or private functions. As a complete beverage planning service, Kappy’s On Call 
makes small and large events more enjoyable for everyone.

Whether your next party is at home, a business location or function facility, you’ll be glad you asked 
Kappy’s On Call to provide the beverages!

Contact us at 781-395-8888 ext. 3 or by email at oncall@kappys.com to get started or stop by one of 
our locations on the North Shore (Danvers, Peabody, Malden) to speak with a team member. 

A    A    A

Kolbo Fine Judaica Gallery

Since 1978, Kolbo Fine Judaica Gallery has been an integral and active member of Boston’s 
Jewish community. Families who shop our selection find new, innovative Jewish artists for the 
Judaica that celebrates important milestones – their child’s first tallit, their wedding ketubah 

and even a children’s kiddush cup for a new grandchild. Several of our staff members’ first tallitot 
came from Kolbo. Passing on that experience by helping new generations find their first tallis is such a 
blessing for us.

One of the most meaningful steps in preparing your child to become a bar or bat mitzvah is helping 
them choose their first tallit. Our curated selection of handcrafted tallitot features artists from your 
community, from Israel and from everywhere in between. Whether you choose a handwoven tallit by 
a local artist or one made from flowing Israeli silk, you can step onto the bimah wrapped in beautiful 
traditions with a tallit from Kolbo.

 Kolbo is located at 437 Harvard St., Brookline. Visit kolbo.com or call 617-731-8743.

A    A    A

Paul’s Reptile Circus

For more than 15 years, Paul’s Reptile Circus has been connecting kids with animals. Children are 
fascinated with our collection of reptiles. You can choose from a water dragon, corn snake, box 
turtle and more. We allow them to experience firsthand these special creatures. Call us for birth-

days, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, special events and educational presentations. 
Visit reptilecircus.net, call 617-407-7533, or email reptilescircus@gmail.com.

A    A    A

The Prop Factory 

The Prop Factory is an event design and production company servicing Boston, the North Shore, 
Metro West and surrounding areas. We specialize in decorating, corporate events, bar mitzvahs, 
bat mitzvahs, wedding receptions, birthday parties, company parties, anniversaries and sweet 

sixteen parties…
Rentals themes , event furniture, centerpieces, props, lighting, scenic backdrops, event drapery and 

LED Glow Products for any event both large and small. So, whether it’s an Award Ceremony at the TAJ, a 
Caribbean Beach Party in Cambridge or a Night Club theme at the Ritz, The Prop Factory will give your 
event the WOW factor.

We offer full or part installation services for any type of exhibition, event or gathering. Other ser-
vices include design and concept, theme decor, event lighting, draping, event logos, furniture rentals, 
place cards, sign-in boards, tent decorating, wedding decor and window displays. The Prop Factory 
will design, create, and customize your event with uniqueness beyond expectation. The Prop Factory 
is committed to providing the best possible service, value and experience to corporate, non profit and 
social clients.

A    A    A

Salem Trolley

Since 1982, Salem Trolley has set the standard for sightsee-
ing tours and exceptional transportation North of Boston. 
Whether you’re planning a personal ceremony or corporate 

gathering, count on the Salem Trolley to transport your guests in 
style, comfort, and grace.

The Party Specialist
BRUCE D. SILVERLIEB

www.thepartyspecialist.com                         Tel 781-592-0988          

Why Us?
* More than 33 years of experience 

*We create the style you want
* Classic, Contemporary, Elegant or Casual  
* More important... Ask any of our clients

“Let my passion and experience 
join your taste and style to create 

the perfect reception .”
         -Bruce

* More than 35 years of experience

Thank you 
to all our customers 

who have supported us 
throughout the years!

Our success 
is because of you.

The Prop Factory
147 Summit St.

Peabody, MA 01960

978.532.2323

thepropfactory.com

We are a FULL service establishment and will cater to 
ALL your Holiday and Party needs!

Follow us on      @vinninliquors; like us on      facebook.com/vinninliquors

Think of us when preparing to celebrate
One stop shopping for all your beverage needs

371 Paradise Road, Swampscott • 781-598-4110 

VINNIN LIQUORS

SHOP US NOW ONLINE
VINNINLIQUORS.COM  

FOR IN-STORE PICKUP, DELIVERY OR SHIPPING!

V  Buckets, Tubs  
and Coolers

V  Craft Beer and  
Hard ciders galore

V  Wines & Sparklings  
for every budget

V  Spirits & Liqueurs 
to tempt your 
taste buds

V  Ultra fresh cigars 
to smooth out 
your days

V  Custom Gifts  
for any occasion

 

Sunday 7AM - 4 PM  -  Monday - Thursday 7AM - 7 PM  -  Friday 7 AM - 2/4 PM 

15 Washington St. Canton MA 02021         781-828-3530 

New England’s most exciting Kosher Market                                 
Unique Groceries & Foods from all over the world 

Zayde’s Market           
Where Quality & Kosher Meet 

Catering by Zayde’s                                        
Whether you’re planning a private dinner                                                                         

or honoring a special guest, we are here to create your dreams 

Kiddush ~ Bar/Bat Mitzvahs ~ Weddings  ~ Temple Dinners              
Non profit & Corporate Events  

WINE & SPIRITS                                                                         
With an unrivaled inventory in New England and with competi-
tive prices, Zayde’s Market is the place to shop for all your wine 

and spirits.                                                                                                   
Lisa and Josh Ruboy are sure to deliver a winning trilogy.                        

selection, service and price.  

 zaydesmarket@aol.com     FREE PARKING    zaydesmarket.com 
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We can and have provided quality transportation for every event imaginable. For weddings, bar/bat 
mitzvahs, birthday parties, parades, family reunions, proms and school events, let us help make your 
event memorable, safe, and stress-free.

We have special pricing for school groups, including proms and sporting events. We work with local 
schools for historical tours of Salem along with transportation to sporting events. Our fleet of Trolleys 
can accommodate 30-38 passengers.

The Salem Trolley has won the BONS (Best of North Shore) Award several times. We work with 
Destination Salem, Salem Chamber of Commerce, Marblehead Chamber of Commerce and the North 
of Boston Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Salem Trolley is located at 8 Central St., Salem. Visit SalemTrolley.com or call 978-744-5469.

A    A    A

Selma’s Dress Shoppe

Selma’s Dress Shoppe was started by Selma in 1948, and in 1973, her daughter Lauralee was 
excited to continue her mother’s legacy. At Selma’s you will find the finest collection of extraor-
dinary contemporary clothing for today’s woman: from black tie special occasions to daytime 

casual wear such as sweaters, tops and pants. If Lauralee cannot find what you want in the store, she 
will find it on her shopping trips to the New York and Chicago fashion markets. Clients receive person-
alized service and the staff helps you to create a new look and update your old wardrobe.

Call Selma’s today at 781 -289-3672 to schedule your appointment for our complimentary service so 
… we can help you find the new you … for daytime … for nighttime … or for anytime.

Major credit cards are accepted. Lauralee will help you with your new look! You will love the clothes 
at Selma’s.

Selma’s is located at 590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere. Call 781- 289-3672.

A    A    A

Bruce Silverlieb 
The Party Specialist

For more than 35 years the team at Bruce Silverlieb, The Party Specialist, has been creating out-
standing events for our hosts and hostesses. It has been exciting to help them transform con-
cepts into reality. Excellence in menu planning, food preparation, stunning presentation and 

unbeatable professional service are our hallmarks. Our food is always delicious – old favorites and 
cutting-edge new selections are all designed to make an event exceptional. As a recent client wrote, 
“many guests told me it was the best food they ever had at a wedding. Your attention to every detail 
was noted. You and your staff were all a pleasure to work with and you will receive our highest recom-
mendation.” Our reputation speaks for itself, but, better yet, speak with any of our clients.

Visit thepartyspecialist.com or call 781-592-0988. 

A    A    A

Su Chang’s

Su Chang’s has been in business for 25 years. Come to Su Chang’s for your bar/bat mitzvah cel-
ebrations. We also do showers, engagement parties, rehearsal dinners and even small weddings.

We offer authentic Chinese food. Specialties include ginger scallion lobster, clams with black 
bean sauce, and shrimp with stuffed eggplant. It is necessary to order our superb rack of lamb one day 
in advance. It is always good to include our delicious noodles and a green vegetable. Mother always 
said it was important to eat your green vegetables! We are so fortunate to be in business for so many 
years and we attribute that to you – our customers. We so appreciate you!

Su Chang’s is located at 373 Lowell St., Peabody. Visit suchangspeabody.com or call 978-531-3366. 

A    A    A

Toscana Ristorante

Toscana  Ristorante’s  philosophy is outstanding customer service and high quality food with 
plenty of variety. Our professional caring staff will serve your guests and facilitate your event 
so you can sit back and enjoy!  Toscana’s is a family owned and operated restaurant that strives 

to make your experience a memorable one which your friends and family will rave about  for years to 
come!

We specialize in bringing you authentic, homemade italian 
cuisine at affordable prices. We offer a number of private function 
rooms that can accommodate parties from 20 to 120  guests. 
Specializing in wedding receptions, bar/bat mitzvahs parties, baby 
showers, bridal showers, graduation parties, rehearsal dinners, 
mercy meals, bereavements, birthday parties, family reunions, 
corporate functions, meetings, fund raisers, holiday parties and 
much more. 

Our homemade pasta and sauces and fresh seafood are our 
specialty. Our in-house pastry chef can bake your special cake or 
pastry. 

Call us today to book your next event. You will not be 
disappointed. 3 Bourbon St., Peabody, Toscanaspeabody.com, 978-
201-3198.

A    A    A

Touch of Klass

Touch of Klass is a high-end boutique that has been in busi-
ness for 37 golden years.

The majority of our dresses are NOT ONLINE.
Our clothes are GLAMOUR, CLASSIC and by no means NOT 

YOUR AVERAGE DESIGN.
Most of our garments come in many colors and are tailored to 

your measurements.
Coming to Touch of Klass is like visiting a boutique in New York.
Touch of Klass is located at 552 Washington St., Canton. Visit our 

website at touchofklass.net or call us at 781-828-7847.

A    A    A

Kolbo Fine Judaica Gallery

Find us at:
437 Harvard St. 

Brookline, MA

Providing Future Family Heirlooms
Since 1978 Reach us at:

(617) 731-8743 
www.kolbo.com

252 Humphrey Street  u  Marblehead  u  781-631-DELI (3354)  u  www.evansdeli.com
Hours: Mon 10am-7pm  u  Tues-Fri 8am-7pm  u  Sat 7:30am-6pm  u  Sun 7:30am-1pm

EVAN’s
NEW YORK STYLE DELI

DELI PLATTER includes:  Roast Beef, Corned Beef, Turkey Breast, Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, 
Pickles, Bread & Rolls & Condiments ~ $12.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)

FISH PLATTER includes:  Nova Lox, Whitefish Salad, Muenster Cheese, Assorted Bagels, 
Plain & Chive Cream Cheese (other cheeses upon request), Tomatoes, Cucumbers, 

Red Onions & Capers (Sable & Kippered Salmon extra charge)  ~ $13.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)

PARTY PLATTERS 
For post-Bar/Bat Mitzvah Sunday festivities

Ask about our back yard barbecues. We come and grill for you so you can enjoy your guests!

INTRODUCING

BOYS
SUITS

85 Andover Street, Rt. 114, Danvers
978 774 4080
giblees.com

Come in and discover our
new boys suit collection.
$295 to $395.

16 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – MAY 16, 2019 BAR/BAT MITZVAHS

Salem Trolley
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“I want to show my grand-
daughters that at any time in 
their life, no matter their age, 
if there’s something they want 
to accomplish, they can do it.” 
These are the inspiring words 
of Barbara, 75, who recently cel-
ebrated her bat mitzvah.

On May 11, Barbara was one 
of 22 students – ranging from 
70 to 97 – celebrated their b’nei 
mitzvah together at Temple 
Emanuel in Newton.  

The Jewish b’nei mitzvah cer-
emony marks the beginning of 
adulthood, and is usually cel-
ebrated at age 12 (for girls) or 13 
(for boys). But girls in the United 
States have only regularly been 
included in the ritual since the 
1960s, and many of the female 
students watched their brothers 
and sons celebrate this mile-
stone but were excluded from 
the honor.

Barbara and her class-
mates began studying for their 
b’nei mitzvah in September of 
2018, and were guided by rab-
binic intern Giulia Fleishman 
of Hebrew College. The glass 
was subsidized by the Rita J. 
and Stanley H. Kaplan Family 
Foundation. Fleishman and the 
students spent several hours a 
week learning to read or chant 
their Hebrew parts, writing 
mini-sermons, and even hand-
making wine cups and prayer 
shawls to use during the service.

Each student was driven 

by personal reasons dur-
ing the process. “One woman 
told me that after her husband 

passed, she was adrift. Joining 
this class anchored her, and 

Celebrate your Bar/Bat Mitzvah  
parties at Su Chang’s!

SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm V FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials: MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm

TEL 978-531-3366 V FAX 978-531-3060 V www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Fine Chinese Cuisine

373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200

Let Our Design Experts
Help You Create The
Perfect Presentation

For Your Special
Celebrations

Hours:
Mon – Sat

10am – 4pm

552 Washington Street, 
Canton

781 828 7847
www.touchofklass.net

Our boutique is your #1
source for all 
your special 
occasion wear.

Touch of Klass

Larger sizes
are our specialty.

FREE PARKING at wall facing ocean
Entrance at Rear of House

Major Credit Cards Accepted

590 Revere Beach Blvd.
Revere, MA • 781.289.3672

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 12-6, Saturday 10-5

��

590 Revere Beach Blvd. 
Revere, MA • 781.289.3672

Hours: By Appointment
Entrance at Rear of House • Major Credit Cards

For the fi nest col lec tion of
Casual Daytime Wear

to Black Tie Party Wear
at Affordable Prices!

Selma’s
★

★ ★

★ ★

★ ★

★

★

Extraordinary, Contemporary Clothing
for Today’s Woman

The Place for…
Perfect Party 

Wear!

★

Celebrate  
in Style!
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Weddings  •  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

Night and Day We Are the One
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Vinnin Liquors

Vinnin Liquors has been the local, family owned choice for 
events and special occasions on the North Shore for a half 
century. We use our years of experience to satisfy your every 

beverage need and take the worry out of your event planning. 
Whether you’re holding a large celebration or an intimate gather-
ing, our sales associates can match you with products that are sure 
to please all of your guests. From well-known brands to hidden 
gems, we strive to keep ahead of all of the latest trends. Our goal is 
to wow your crowd and let you take the credit! We take pride in our 
service and our selection.We’ll find the perfect accompaniment to 
your favorite meal and please even the most particular of palates. 
Don’t fret over details. Just tell us how many guests are expected 
and  we’ll supply your gathering with the right amount of high 
quality beverages at the very best price. We provide free delivery 
and happily offer full refund for any unused, unopened bottles. 
When planning your next event, all you need to do is raise your 
glass. We’ll take care of the rest.

Vinnin Liquors is located at 371 Paradise Road, Swampscott. 
Visit Vinninliquors.com or call 781-598-4110.

A    A    A

Zayde’s Market

We are a long established Glatt Kosher market serving the 
community in the Greater Boston Area. We are here to 
serve you and your family the freshest and highest qual-

ity foods and ingredients. 
Located in Cobbs Corner (Canton/Stoughton, MA), we offer 

products from all over the world, including Israel. We also have a 
top of the line deli, slicing up some fresh deli meats, serving up 
some awesome salads, and putting delicious prepared foods onto 
your kitchen table. We also specialize in Kosher Catering with our 
Lisa’s Catering department!

Feel free to stop in and see Lisa and Josh Ruboy. Let them cater 
your next affair!

Zayde’s Market is located at 15 Washington St., Canton. Visit 
zaydesmarket.com or call 781-828- 3530.

Two dozen 2Lifers 
come of age – again

Photos by Ken Marcou
Shirley Goldsmith reads from the Torah
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Paul’s Reptile Circus
We will connect reptiles with kids! Featuring your choice of  
reptiles, such as water dragon, corn snake, box turtle, and more.

Schools • Birthdays • Parties 
Bar/bat mitzvahs • Other events

www.reptilecircus.net
617-407-7533
reptilescircus@gmail.com

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington Street, Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Free parking ~ Closed Saturdays

V EVENT PLANNING V

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

Call 978-356-2050
Book for the Fall/Holiday season

10% OFF!

V Corporate events V Weddings V 
V Private functions V

V Full Bar service available V

Customizable, Personal

THE PERFECT VENUE 
FOR YOUR EVENT

CONTACT US AT 781.273.1916 OR
PRIVATEEVENTS@CAFEESCADRILLE.COM

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ
BURLINGTON, MA
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CAFE113 Jewish_Journal_Ad_UPDATE_HQ_MB.pdf   1   10/2/18   4:04 PM

781-395-8888 x332

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise, contact 

lois@
jewishjournal.org, 

marcy@
jewishjournal.org, 

or call 978-745-4111.

   

www.israelbookshop.com

info@israelbookshop.com

Israel Book Shop
Your One Stop Shop  

for All Your  
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Needs

Talleisim • Kippot • Embroidered Tallis Bags 
Tefillin • Large Selection of Jewish Party Music
Sterling Silver Kiddush Cups & Candlesticks

we ship nationwide

410 HARVARD STREET, BROOKLINE, MA
 617-566-7113  •  1-800-323-7723

Sun-Wed 9am-6pm  •  Thurs 9am-8pm  •  Fri 9am-2pm
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Thank you to all our generous readers  
and committed advertisers!
Donate to the Jewish Journal today. 

Visit our home page at jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111 x130.

helped her navigate her grief,” 
said Cindy Katzeff, director of 
Village Centers and Community 
Engagement, who came up with 
the idea of a group ceremony. 
“Another said that when she 
was younger, raising a family 
and running a household, spiri-

tuality wasn’t a priority for her. 
Now, it’s as though she’s found 
a door inside herself that she 
didn’t know existed, and she’s 
finding deep meaning and sat-
isfaction in exploring this side 
of herself.”

2Lifers come of age
from page 17

One of the b’nei mitzvah celebrants carries the Torah.



GALA 2019
SUNDAY, JULY 28TH 
BOSTON OPERA HOUSE
Email dpmashin@epsteinhillel.org or  
call 781-639-2880 to reserve your tickets

SAVE 

THE 

DATE!

WINNER OF 6 TONY AWARDS  
INCLUDING BEST MUSICAL

HONORING 
ESTHER AND ARTHUR GOLDBERG 
Recipients of the Dr. Bennett I. Solomon  
Community Leadership Award

Week of Friday, May 17 through Thursday, May 23, 2019

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400

Visit our website for other showtimes

www.CinemaSalem.com

POKÉMON DETECTIVE PIKACHU (PG) 
Fri: (4:05), 6:30, 9:00

Sat: (11:15 AM), (1:45), (4:05), 6:30, 9:00
Sun: (11:15 AM), (1:45), (4:05), 6:30

Mon - Thu: (4:05), 6:30

LONG SHOT (R) 
Fri: (4:20), 7:00, 10:15

Sat: (11:00 AM), (1:35), (4:20),  
7:00, 10:15

Sun: (11:00 AM), (1:35), (4:20), 7:00
Mon - Thu: (4:30), 7:15

AVENGERS: ENDGAME (PG-13) 
Fri: (3:15), 6:45, 9:50

Sat: (11:25 AM), (3:00), 6:45, 9:50
Sun: (11:25 AM), (3:00), 6:45

Mon - Thu: (3:35), 7:00

HAIL SATAN? (R) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate  

18-seat Screening Room.

Fri: (4:40), 7:20, 9:30
Sat: (12:00), (2:45), (4:40), 7:20, 9:30

Sun: (12:00), (2:45), (4:40), 7:20
Mon - Thu: (4:40), 7:20

THE TRUE 1692 2D (NR) 
Exhibited in HD in our intimate  

18-seat Screening Room.

Fri: 6:30 PM
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 6:30
Mon - Thu: 6:30 PM
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LookingAhead

MAY 17
YOUNG FAMILY SHABBAT, 
presented by Lappin Foundation. 
Friday night Shabbat service, PJ 
Library story, songs, dinner and 
dessert for young families. All are 
welcome. 5:30 p.m. Temple Sinai, 1 
Community Road, Marblehead. 

SHABBAT PAJAMARAMA! 
Celebrate Shabbat, and meet new 
friends, at Shabbat Pajamarama. 
Bring kids in their PJs. Songs, 
stories, dinner. 6 - 7 p.m. 52 
Burrill St., Swampscott. RSVP on 
FB: https://www.facebook.com/
events/1385307144944804/.

MAY 18
JOE JENCKS performs at the 
New Moon Coffeehouse in Haverhill. 
Celebrate the conclusion of the New 
Moon Coffeehouse’s 31st season 
with famed singer/songwriter Joe 
Jencks. Kim Moberg opens the 
evening. Admission to the show 
is $20; $10 for those ages 18 and 
under. Tickets are available at the 
door; doors open at 7:30. Tickets 
may be reserved prior to the show by 
visitingnewmooncoffeehouse.org, or 
by calling 978-459-5134. Universalist 
Unitarian Church, 16 Ashland St., 
Haverhill. 

MAY 18-19
MARBLEHEAD ART WALK, 
WHERE BUSINESS AND ART 
MEET, Marblehead Art Walk in 
stores and restaurants.Throughout 
town, there will be art on display in 
many forms over a two day spring 
weekend. Dozens of artists will be on 
site to speak with people about their 
work and/or offer interactive demos 
or other programming. A complete 
map including participating stores and 
artists is available at the Marblehead 
Chamber of Commerce’s website, 
marbleheadchamber.org. The event is 
free and open to the public. For more 
information, contact the Chamber at 
781-631-2868 or via email at info@
marbleheadchamber.org.

MAY 18-20
ANNUAL JEWISH FILM 
FESTIVAL presented by the 
Merrimack Valley Jewish Federation.  
“Magic Men,” May 18, 7:30 p.m. at 
Congregation Shalom in Chelmsford. 
$24 per person. Avraham, a Holocaust 
survivor who has renounced his faith 
resents the piety of his son, Yehuda, a 
devout Hassidic rapper. 

“The Samuel Project,” May 19, 1:30 
p.m., 1580 Osgood Landing, North 
Andover. $12. This is a heartwarming 
story of an outcast teen who connects 
with his isolated grandfather Samuel 
when he makes him the subject of an 
animated art project for school. 

“The Invisibles,” May 19, 4 p.m., 

Osgood Landing. $12. In June, 
1943, Germany declared Berlin 
Judenfrei: “Free of Jews.” But 
at that moment, there were still 
7000 Jews living there, hiding and 
protected by courageous Berliners, 
while desperately trying to avoid 
deportation. 

“Shoelaces,” May 20, 7 p.m., Temple 
Emanuel, Andover. $18 per person. 
In this award-wining Israeli family 
dramedy, surly mechanic Reuven 
takes in his exuberant adult special 
needs son, Gadi, after his ex-wife’s 
untimely death.  

The package admission for all four 
movies is $50 per person. Donations 
from the event will benefit the many 
programs of the Federation. Call 
978-688-0466 for more information. 
Tickets at mvjf.org.

THROUGH MAY 19
MY MOTHER’S ITALIAN MY 
FATHER’S JEWISH & I’M IN 
THERAPY starring Peter Fogel, 
presented by Philip Roger Roy. One 
part lasagna, one part kreplach & two 
parts Prozac. Tickets: 781-646-4849, 
or plyahouseinfo.com. Regent Theatre, 
7 Medford St., Arlington Center. 

MAY 19
MENSCHIONS & MIMOSAS 
The Jewish Journal will hold its third 
annual brunch to honor members 
of our community who have made 
outstanding contributions throughout 
their work, volunteer efforts, and 
through their philantrhopy. 11 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. For more information visit 
jewishjournal.org or email rsvp@
jewishjournal.org. Temple Ner Tamid, 
368 Lowell St., Peabody.

DINNER RECEPTION, honoring 
Diane and Eddie Knopf. An evening 
with renowned cookbook author 
and journalist Joan Nathan. Due to 
an overwhelming response to this 
event, the location has been moved to 
Temple Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic Ave., 
Marblehead. 6 - 9 p.m. 781-639-2880 
or jrosen@epsteinhillel.org.

KESHER OPEN HOUSE, learn 
about innovative programs with 
a focus on modern Hebrew and 
Jewish culture. Meet school’s staff, 
experience the program, talk with 
parents and tour the facility. 10 a.m. 
– 12 p.m. Free. Kesher Center, 13 
Garden Ct., Somerville.

RASHI SCHOOL TO HONOR 
Dena and Michael Rashes during it’s 
annual fundraising dinner. They will 
be recognized for their exceptional 
leadership and dedication. To 
purchase tickets, make a donation 
or for more information, please visit 
rashi.org/dinner2019 or call 781-355-
7312. Seaport Boston Hotel, One 
Seaport Lane, Boston.

May 19
The Jewish Journal will hold its third annual 
brunch to honor members of our community who 
have made outstanding contributions throughout 
their work, volunteer efforts, and through 
their philantrhopy. For more information visit 
jewishjournal.org. 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Temple Ner 
Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody.

Friends of the Hillel Library will present The Edith Bloch 
Award to Diane and Eddie Knopf. They will be honored at 
“Food: The Ultimate Connector.” Due to an overwhelming 
response to this event, the location has been moved to 
Temple Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic Ave., Marblehead. 6 - 9 
p.m.  781-639-2880 or jrosen@epsteinhillel.org.



Imagine thousands of people united in song
Koolulam, the world-famous singing sensation from Israel, is coming to Boston for their first U.S. tour. Sing together at this immersive 
musical experience to celebrate Israel’s 71st Independence Day on Sunday, June 2 from 3:00–6:00 p.m. at House of Blues. 

Get tickets at jewishboston.com/celebrateisrael 

In partnership with
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MAY 20
MORE THAN SNAPSHOTS: 
RETHINKING FAMILY PHOTOS, 
presented by Lappin Foundation. An interactive 
presentation by Lara Silberklang on how 
we can use family photos to gain a deeper 
understanding of our own stories. Lara 
Silberklang is a Scholar-in-Residence at the 
Hadassah Brandeis Institute.  7 p.m. Free and 
open to all.  Attendees are invited to being 
a photo from family’s collection that holds 
personal significance. RSVPs requested to 
sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org.  Walk-ins are 
welcome. Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody. 

MAY 21
DESSERT & DISCUSSION IN 
CAMBERVILLE, presented by Jewish 
Discovery Institute. Join InterfaithFamily/
Boston, Rabbi Braham David and seriously 
dating, engaged and newly married interfaith/
intercultural couples for an evening of socializing 
and fun, meaningful conversation. $5 per 
person. Cost includes tasty dessert, beverage 
and a great time. 7 – 8:30 p.m. For RSVP and 
more information, go to interfaithfamily.com. 
Diesel Cafe, 257 Elm St., Somerville.

MAY 22
CHABAD OF PEABODY 13TH 
ANNUAL RAFFLE FUNDRAISER 
drawing. Tickets start at $100. You could win an 
amazing prize while supporting our many free 
community events. Visit JewishPeabody.com/
Raffle for more info or to purchase a ticket.

ADDISON GALLERY OF ART at Phillips 
Academy, presented by Hadassah Merrimack 
Valley. 1 hour guided tour of 3 exhibits at this 
renowned museum at Phillips Academy in 
Andover. Dessert will follow. The Chapter is 
asking for a $10 donation to support Hadassah’s 
programs in Israel and the United States. 7 p.m. 
To RSVP, please send your donation check made 
out to Hadassah, to MV Hadassah, PO Box 
531 Andover, MA 01810 by May 19 or online 
at hadassah.org/events/addisontour. Email 
hadassahmv@gmail.com. 

MAY 22, 29
ISRAEL DANCING FOR BEGINNERS 
Taught by Marla Mindel, Israeli dance teacher. 
Instructions will begin at 7 p.m., arrive by 6:50 
to check-in. RSVPs requested to Susan Feinstein 
at sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org or 978-740-
4431.

MAY 23-26
GEORGIAN FILM SERIES, Co-presented 
with Ballets Russes Arts Initiative, with support 
from the Embassy of Georgia to the United 
States and the Georgian National Film Center. 
The series explores the most recent films by 
some of the country’s distinctive cinematic 
voices – Nana Ekvtimishvili, George Ovashvili, 
Eldar Shengelaia, and Zaza Urushadze. These 
international award-winning directors and 
films both lovingly and unflinchingly explore 
Georgia’s society, landscape, history, and power 
structures. For screenings info and tickets, 
visit mfa.org/programs/series/new-wave-now-
georgia’s-independent-voice. 617-267-9300. 
Museum of Fine Arts, Avenue of the Arts, 465 
Huntington Ave., Boston. 

MAY 24
JEWISH ART FOR LITTLE HANDS 
DOES SHABBAT, presented by Lappin 
Foundation. Art making, stories, songs and 
Shabbat dinner for families with young 
children up to 6 years old. Free and open to 
the community. 5:30  – 7 p.m. Temple Ahavat 
Achim, 86 Middle St., Gloucester.

THROUGH MAY 25
INDECENT, Pulitzer Prize winner Paula 
Vogel’s captivating new play with music took 
Broadway by storm and now Rebecca Taichman 
recreates her Tony Award-winning production 
for Boston audiences. Inspired by the true story 
of Sholem Asch’s controversial Broadway debut 
God of Vengeance — a play seen by some as a 
seminal work of Jewish culture and by others as 
an act of traitorous libel — and the passionate 
artists who risked their lives to perform it. 
www.huntingtontheatre.org/season/2018-2019/
indecent. Huntington Theatre Company Avenue 
of the Arts & South End.

Submit your Calendar listings to 
calendar@jewishjournal.org



Daniel B. Markson, age 59, 
passed away on May 4, 2019, in 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Born on Dec em ber 19, 1959, in 
Boston, to Morris and Gertrude 
Markson, who preceded him 
in death. Daniel is survived by 
his son Maury John Markson; 
by his aunt Mim Hurvitt; by his 
cousin Mark Hurvitt and his chil-
dren Hannah and Max; and by 
his cousins Howard and Caron 
Markson and their daughter Abby, 
and Beth Kolber.

A service was held on May 
6 at Beth-El Memorial Park, 
Austin Highway. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial contributions may 
be made to Chabad Center for 
Jewish Life and Learning, 14535 
Blanco Road, San Antonio, TX 
78216; Cesar Chaves Legacy and 
Education Foundation, 1504 
E. Commerce St., San Antonio, 

TX 78205; Temple Beth El, 211 
Belknap Place, San Antonio, TX 
78212; or Southwest School of Art, 
300 Augusta St., San Antonio, TX 
78205.

Arrangements were handled 
by Porter Loring Mortuary, San 
Antonio, Texas. To sign the online 
guestbook, visit www.porterlor-
ing.com.

Marblehead Memorials
Since 1922

Monuments ~ Markers ~ Bronze
Engraving ~ Cleaning

Marblehead Memorials is a top-rated 
monument business offering the best prices in the area.

Please contact us today and
let us know what we can do to help.

Marblehead Memorials
Daniel J. Cedrone

781.248.1374 ~ www.marbleheadmemorials.com

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS

NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

 polcemetery@gmail.com 89 Lakeshore Road (978) 594-4249
  Lynn, MA 01904

Serving Boston  
and the Greater 
North Shore area 
Jewish and Interfaith  
Families for  
5 generations.

www.prideoflynn.org

Pride of Lynn Cemetery 
and Chevra Mishna

No synagogue or temple affiliation required.

OBITUARIES  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – MAY 16, 2019 21

Lewis R. Finkelstein, 59, of 
Foothill Ranch, Calif., passed 
away unexpectedly on April 29, 
2019 in Mission Viejo, Calif. 

Lew was born in Boston on 
January 5, 1960. He grew up 
in Wakefield and graduated 
from Wakefield High School 
in 1978. Lew graduated from 
the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign in 1982 
with a Bachelor of Science in 
Accountancy. Lew began his 
professional career in Chicago 
before heading out west to the 
Bay Area in 1984 and then to 
Orange County in 1986. He 
proudly joined the Firm of Rossi 
LLP on December 1, 1995 and 
was a partner in the account-
ing, auditing, and tax practices. 
He was admired and respected 
by his partners, staff, and cli-
ents. In 1994, Lew married Sheree 
Metzner. They started their life 
together in Laguna Beach and 
settled in Foothill Ranch in 1996. 
They had two children, Joseph 
and Michael. 

Lew was a leader in his com-

munity. He was a valued mem-
ber of his temple, Temple Beth 
El of South Orange County. He 
served on the executive coun-
cil as treasurer of his fraternity, 
Psi Upsilon, as well as the board 
of directors of the Psi Upsilon 
Foundation. He was also active 
in the Orange County Illini Club, 
serving as treasurer and past 
president. Lew was an active 
member of Provisors, a business 
networking organization, serving 
on the Nonprofit Affinity Group 
Executive Committee. Lew was 
a past member of the board of 
trustees of the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society, Orange County 
Chapter. 

Lew loved to golf, play ten-
nis, watch his sons play football 
and baseball, make his annual 
family vacation trip to Hawaii, 
his short excursions to Las Vegas, 
and his annual homecoming trip 
to Champaign, Illinois. Lew loved 
sports, all sports, but especially 
his beloved Boston Red Sox. 

Lew loved to tell stories of 
his many travels and antics that 

made us laugh endlessly. He was 
loving, caring, and always will-
ing to go the extra mile to help 
people. He loved meeting people 
and getting to know them and 
was the glue that brought people 
together. He touched the lives 
of so many and leaves behind 
wonderful memories for all who 
knew and loved him.

Lew is survived by his wife  
Sheree Metzner and their chil-
dren Joseph and Michael 
Finkelstein. He is also survived 
by his mother Sandra Finkelstein, 
his brother Mark (Allison) 
Finkelstein, his aunt and uncle 
Irma and Leonard Cravath, and 
his brother-in-law Dale (Karen) 
Metzner, as well as several niec-
es, nephews, and cousins. Lew 
was preceded in death by his 
father Stanley Finkelstein, his 
nephew David Finkelstein, his 
grandparents Samuel and Jenny 
Finkelstein, Leon Rosenthal and 
Rose Bornstein, and mother-in-
law Joyce Metzner.

Services were held in Costa 
Mesa, Calif.

Lewis R. Finkelstein, 59, of Foothill Ranch, Calif., formerly of Wakefield

Rabbi Jonas Goldberg, of 
Swampscott, entered into rest on 
May 1, 2019 at the age of 79. 

Beloved husband of Rachelle 
“Chelly” (Gilgore) Goldberg. 
Devoted father of David Goldberg 
and his wife Robyn of Marblehead, 
Don Goldberg of Salem, Uri 
Goldberg and his wife Mimi of 
Henderson, Nev., and the late 
Avram Goldberg.  Grandfather of 
Sonny Goldberg. The loving broth-
er of Frances Bronstein and her 
husband Rabbi Shalom Bronstein 
of Jerusalem, Israel. Treasured 
uncle to his nieces and nephews. 
Dear son of the late Jacob and 
Sarah (Levitsky) Goldberg.  

Rabbi Goldberg devoted him-
self to the North Shore Jewish 
community for nearly thirty 
years. He was Rabbi Emeritus 
of Temple Sinai in Marblehead 
and served as chaplain for the 
Marblehead Police Department.  
Rabbi Goldberg devoted his time 

to the patients of the North Shore 
Medical Center and served as 
Jewish chaplain. He was also dedi-
cated to Care Dimensions, offer-
ing spiritual comfort and guid-
ance during end of life care. 

Prior to coming to the North 
Shore, Rabbi Goldberg led con-
gregations in Norwalk, Conn., 
Detroit, Mich., and Cinnaminson, 
N.J. He served as a chaplain in 
the United States Army during the 
Vietnam War. Prior to his ordina-

tion, he was the assistant pro-
gram director of Ramah in the 
Poconos. Rabbi Goldberg devoted 
his heart and his life to the Jewish 
Community. 

A funeral service for Rabbi 
Goldberg was held on May 5 
at Temple Sinai, Marblehead. 
Interment followed at Temple 
Sinai Memorial Park, Buxton 
Road, Danvers. 

In lieu of flowers, expressions 
of sympathy may be made in 
his memory to Temple Sinai, 1 
Community Road, Marblehead, 
MA 01945; Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 
(www.chelseajewish.org/donate-
now/); or Care Dimensions, 75 
Sylvan St., Suite B-102, Danvers, 
MA 01923. 

Arrangements were handled by 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 
Chapel, Salem. For more informa-
tion or to register in the online 
guestbook, visit www.stanetsky-
hymansonsalem.com.

Rabbi Jonas Goldberg, 79, of Swampscott

Daniel B. Markson, 59, of San Antonio, Texas, formerly of Boston
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REHABILITATION/NURSING

GROS VE NOR PARK
Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHA BI LI TA TION
RES PI TE or LONG-TERM CA RE
7 Lo ring Hills Ave. • Sa lem, MA 01970
on the Swamp scott/Mar blehe ad Li ne

For in formation, call

(978) 741-5700
www.grosvenorparkhc.com

ORTHODONTIST

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street, Swampscott, MA 01907
781-581-1550       www.weaverortho.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME HEALTH CARE

Home Healthcare • Nurses • PT
Pharmacists • Transportation

Companionship • Handyman Services

877-406-4245
allhourshomehealth.com

HOME CARE
Keeping you safe, comfortable 
and independent at home.
Let us show you how we can 
help, no matter where you  
call home. Call us today!

781-691-5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

LASER DENTISTRY

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott 
Office (781) 599-8300  •  Fax (781) 593-5440

northshoredentist.com  •  hello@northshoredentist.com

NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,  
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

North Shore Center
for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

PRIVATE HOME HEALTH CARE

JM 
Private Home Health Care Services

Your Well-Being Is Our Priority
Over 10 years experience in the industry with good rates

JOHN MULINDE 
(Home Health Care Specialist)

Waltham, MA
pmayanja@gmail.com • 617-803-6183

HOME HEALTH CARE

For ALL Your 
Home Care Needs!
Delivering Excellence in 

Home Care for Over 100 Years!

781-598-2454 
www.allcare.org

VNA
Hospice

Private Services

ASSISTED LIVING  
AND MEMORY SUPPORT

Cohen Florence Levine  
Estates
617-887-0826

Florence & Chafetz  
Specialized Care
617-887-0826

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan 
Estates
978-532-4411

SHORT-TERM REHAB 
AND LONG-TERM CARE

Leonard Florence  
Center for Living
617-887-0001

Chelsea Jewish  
Nursing Home 
617-884-6766

Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick 
Center for Living
978-471-5100

chelseajewish.org

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Shapiro-Rudolph Adult Day Health Center  |  978-471-5180
Chelsea Jewish Aging Life Care  |  978-471-5153
Chelsea Jewish Hospice and Palliative Care  |  617-889-0779
Chelsea Jewish Visiting Nurse Agency  |  617-889-8744

SENIOR CARE

HEALTH SERVICES

To advertise, contact 

lois@jewishjournal.org 

marcy@jewishjournal.org 

or call 978-745-4111

Caregiver with over 20 years 
of experience looking for  

a full-time or part-time job 
working with elders.

Exceptional references 

Call Cynthia at 
617-708-6350

CAREGIVER

Diane C. Pliner, known and 
loved in the Watertown com-
munity, passed away peacefully 
at her home on May 7, 2019. She 
was 80.

Diane was born to Edward 
and Anne Chentko on January 
22, 1939 in Brooklyn, N.Y. She 
grew up in Rhode Island with 
her two sisters, Henrietta Paige 

(deceased) and Rita Cuker of 
Boston.

Always passionate about 
politics, Diane worked at the 
Kennedy School of Government 
at Harvard University in the 
1980s. Later, she worked in the 
Department of Radiology at 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center until her retirement in 

the early 2000s.
For decades, 

Diane was a vora-
cious reader and an 
avid skier, tennis 
and bridge player.

Diane is survived 
by her three children 
and their spouses: 
Edward S. Pliner and 
Pamela B. Burns of 
Montgomery, N.J., 
David A. Pliner and 
Amy B. Pliner of Marblehead, 
and Dr. Susan M. Pliner of 
Geneva, N.Y.; six grandchildren 

and their spous-
es: Zachary and 
Lindsay Pliner of 
Ringoes, N.J.; Jared 
Pliner and Dr. Kate 
Linnea of Boston; 
Dr. Hannah Pliner 
of Seattle, Wash.; 
Hallie Pliner and 
her fiancé Cameron 
Sewall of Boston; 
Sydney Pliner of 
N.Y., N.Y.; and Lily 

Silver of Geneva, N.Y.; as well 
as many nieces, nephews and 
cousins.

A private funeral service 
is planned. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made 
to the Epstein Hillel School in 
Marblehead (https://epstein-
hi l le l .org/giv ing/ways-to-
give/), and to Family Promise 
of Ontario County, NY (https://
www.familypromiseontario-
county.org/). 

Arrangements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. Visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.
com.

Diane C. Pliner, 80, of Watertown

 polcemetery@gmail.com 8 Lakeshore Road (978) 594-4249
  Lynn, MA 01904

Serving Boston and  
the Greater North Shore area 
Jewish and Interfaith  
Families for 5 generations.

OUR ANNUAL 
BOARD MEETING 
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All are Welcome. 

www.prideoflynn.org

 polcemetery@gmail.com 89 Lakeshore Road (978) 594-4249
  Lynn, MA 01904
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and Chevra Mishna
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ARANOWITZ, Marilyn, 89 – 
late of Everett. Died on May 11, 
2019. Sister of the late Gertrude 
Shraiar, Jeanne Charter, and 
Israel Aranowitz. Aunt of many 
nieces, nephews, grandnieces 
and grandnephews. (Goldman)

BLASS, Doris (Cooper), 91 – 
late of Aventura, Fla., formerly 
of Marblehead. Died on April 
28, 2019. Wife of the late Albert 
Blass. Mother of Marjorie Black 
and Karen Blass. Grandmother 
of Justin and Sarah Black.

KARAS, Miriam (Zeltzer) – 
late of Peabody, formerly of 
Haverhill. Died on May 1, 2019. 
Wife of the late Abraham Karas. 
Daughter of the late Samuel 
and Eva (Aizen) Zeltzer. Mother 
ofJeffrey Karas. Sister of Robert 
Zeltzer. (Torf)

MARGLOUS, Idelle (Schwartz), 
77 – late of Swampscott. Died 
on May 13, 2019. Wife of the late 
Leonard Marglous. Daughter 
of the late Jack and Eleanor 
(Goldman) Schwartz. Mother of 
Jayme Winnick of Natick and 

Peter Winnick of Medford, Ore. 
Grandmother of Davis Winnick, 
Logan Ella Winnick, and Addie 
Winnick Dahan. Stepmother 
of David and Linda Marglous, 
Debbie and Stephen Maltzman, 
and Jennifer Marglous. Step
grandmother of Jacob and 
Samantha Marglous and Allie 
and Ryan Maltzman. Sister of 
Barbara Jacobs and Steven and 
Leslie Schwartz. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

MASIS, Shlomo S., 102 – late of 
Lynn, formerly of Moldova. Died 
on May 2, 2019. Husband of 
Tsilya. Son of the late Srul and 
Sarah Maswis. Father of Polina 
Seltser (Peter) and Alexander 
Masis (Dina). Grandfather 
of Stanislav Seltser (Jenny), 
Michael Seltser (Olga), Boris 
Masis (Valery Ng), and Julie 
Masis. Greatgrandfather of 
Sarah, Mark, Daniel, Miriam, 
Joshua, and David Seltser. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

MUGNANO, Barry R., 72 
– late of Salem, formerly of 
Marblehead and Malden. Died 

on May 9, 2019. Husband of 
Susan (Robinson). Son of the 
late Edith and Agrippino 
“Peter” Mugnano. Father of 
Jodi Mugnano and her late fian
cé William Markey and Heidi 
and her husband Mark Ferrante. 
Grandfather of Emma and 
Isabelle Ferrante. Brother of 
Sheila Mugnano. Uncle of Gale, 
Gary, Gregg and his greatniec
es and nephews. (Goldman)

SNYDER, Sylvia (Kranseler), 
95 – late of Peabody. Died 
on April 30, 2019. Wife of the 
late Barney Snyder. Daughter 
of the late Jack and Freda 
(Goldberg) Kranseler. Mother of 
Marci Benson of Swampscott 
and Scott Snyder of West 
Hollywood, Calif. Grandmother 
of Ryn Spenser Benson and his 
fiancé Alex Moccia of Beverly. 
Sister of Dr. Melvin Kranseler 
and his wife Kathy of Palm 
Desert, Calif., the late Arthur 
Kranseler, and the late Esther 
Forbes. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)



was heartbreaking. I saw such 
a change in her. She died at age 
59 from what we were told was a 
rare virus … but I say she died of 
a broken heart.”

Hershoff and her husband 
Elliot, the president at Congre
gation Tifereth Israel, convinced 
Peabody town officials to place a 
plaque honoring Ralph at the 
corner of Main Street and 
Pierpont Street, near Tifereth 
Israel and the site of the Yonis 
family’s old home. Last May, 
Peabody Mayor Ted Bettencourt, 
Veterans Service Officer Steve 
Patten, and over 100 others wit
nessed the dedication of Private 
Ralph Yonis Corner. 

Another Massachusetts pub
lic space is dedicated to a Jewish 
soldier who died serving this 
country. Benjamin Rutstein was 
born in 1895 and grew up in 
Boston’s West End to newly 
arrived Russian immigrant par
ents. After a few years as a 
Boston paperboy, he moved to 
Birmingham, Ala., to work at an 
older brother’s store.

When America joined World 
War I, Rutstein enlisted, and 
joined the ranks of rough
ly 225,000 American Jews. 
Rutstein’s legs were blown off 
by German shelling, and he died 
near the FrancoGerman border 
in July 1918. He is interred at 
the MeuseArgonne American 
Cemetery in France for U.S. vet
erans who died in World War I. 
According to his greatnephew 
Mark Levenson, a traveling war 
correspondent at the time wrote 
of a “young Hebrew, Benjamin 
Rutstein. With both legs man
gled by shrapnel … he called 
for paper and pencil and wrote 
a letter to his mother … He told 
her that he was dying but it was 
alright. He was dying like a brave 
man and for his country.” 

A square in the West End was 
named in Rutstein’s honor, but 
moved to Staniford St. in the 
1960s when the city of Boston 

redeveloped the neighborhood. 
Levenson wanted to commem
orate the 100th anniversary of 
both his greatuncle’s death, and 
the 100th birthday of his uncle 
David Levenson of Framingham, 
who was Rutstein’s nephew and 
fought in World War II. Last July, 
at the Benjamin H. Rutstein 
Square at the intersection of 
Staniford Street and O’Connell 
Way in Boston, not far from the 
Vilna Shul where Rutstein’s fam
ily belonged, numerous officials 
honored Rutstein’s service.  

In a quieter spot up north is a 
memorial to the eight Marble
headers who died in the Vietnam 
War. The only Jew among them 
was Gerald Isaacson. 

After graduating from Mar
blehead High School in 1963, 
Isaacson went to Boston 
University but decided to take 
a year off to work for a fam
ily friend in the shoe business. 
In 1965, during his year off, 
Isaacson was drafted. While 
hundreds of thousands of Jews 
fought in the World Wars, just 
30,000 served in Vietnam.

“Once that got set in motion 
there was no stopping it,” said 
Elaine Cohen, Isaacson’s young
er sister. “My family tried to get 
him out of it – they didn’t want 
him to go.” 

Isaacson was shipped for 
basic training to Fort Devens in 
the towns of Ayer and Shirley 
before embarking on a tour in 
Vietnam that would last just one 
month. In 1966, he drowned car
rying heavy equipment across a 
river. 

Early one November morn
ing, Cohen was sitting in her 
Revere apartment when she got 
a call telling her to come to her 
parents’ house immediately. 

About 1,000 people showed 
up for Isaacson’s funeral. 
His parents, Joe and Marjorie 
Isaacson, never spoke about 
him again because it brought 
them too much pain. 

“We never ever talked about 
it … I think that was not the right 
way to do it, but that’s the way 
they handled it. They just buried 
themselves in their work,” said 
Cohen, who suspects her par
ents felt guilty for not insisting 
their son go back to school to 
avoid the draft. 

This Memorial Day, there are 
many ways to remember fallen 
Jews, whether they’re remem
bered quietly at home or in a 
grand ceremony with local offi
cials. 

“I don’t want anyone from 
the World War I era, or the World 
War II era, or the Korean era, 
or the Vietnam era, to ever be 
forgotten,” said Joe Yonis. “They 
served our country, and there’s a 
purpose for it all: for us to live in 
a free and open society.” 
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for your free brochure.
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Meal planning/preparation • Companionship • Transportation
Light cleaning/laundry • Respite Care • Shopping/errands
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On Memorial Day, remembering
from page 1

A memorial to Ralph Yonis, including his Purple Heart.

A plaque honors the memory of Ralph Yonis in Peabody.



44 Summer Street in Danvers  |  online: seasonsofdanvers.com

Contact Suzanne to learn about our wonderful way of life:

978.777.0230
ASSISTED LIVING SPECIALIZING IN MEMORY CARE

We understand. We care. 
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experience for my mother and support
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By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

“The God of Vengeance” 
(“Der Got Fun 
Fekome” in Yiddish) 

has been provoking both the 
Jewish community and audi-
ences around the world since its 
first staging in Germany in 1907. 

Polish-born Sholem Asch’s 
envelope-pushing drama 
dared to portray an Orthodox 
Jew named Yankl as a con-
science-stricken brothel owner. 
Especially controversial was 
a lesbian love scene involving 
his own daughter, Rifkele, with 
brothel sex worker Manke. 

In 2015, Jewish playwright 
Paula Vogel combined a short 
stage history of the play with 
observations about Asch’s chal-
lenges as a writer and a Jew in 
a work called “Indecent.” Now 
through May 25, the Huntington 
Theatre Company is introducing 
Hub audiences to Vogel’s strik-
ing 90-minute, no-intermission 
drama in coproduction with 
the Los Angeles Center Theatre 
Group. 

Rebecca Taichman is repris-
ing her 2017 Tony Award-
winning direction with a vivid 
production that resonates as 
powerfully as Asch’s singular 
insights.

“Indecent” derives its intrigu-
ing title from the 1923 court 
case in which the cast and pro-
ducer Harry Weinberger of the 
Apollo Theatre Broadway were 

described as “guilty of present-
ing an immoral performance,” 
with a conviction later reversed 
on appeal. Some Orthodox 
papers called Asch’s play “inde-
cent” while other outlets con-
sidered it “moral” and “artistic.” 

Clearly, the first lesbian 
kiss on an American stage and 
Yankl’s simulated throw of a 
Torah scroll were major reasons 
why many Jews found the play 
disturbing. Understandably, 
Vogel pays serious attention to a 
complicated history. 

If Asch was profoundly aware 
of the inner torment of Jews like 

A play about a play 
many Jews found ‘Indecent’

Courtesy T. Charles Erickson
Joby Earle and Adina Verson in 
“Indecent.” 

continued on page 25



By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Conjure up a four-foot-
seven-inch dynamo 
who once served in 

Israel’s Hagana (Defense Force). 
Add a back story involving 
Kindertransport. Complete the 
portrait with pioneering sex 
education in print, on the air 
and on television. 

To some this combina-
tion might bring to mind a 
crisp Rod Serling prologue on 
“The Twilight Zone.” But many 
will immediately identify this 
uniquely impactful woman as 
Dr. Ruth Westheimer (Karola 
Ruth Siegel), the subject of the 
fascinating Mark St. Germain 
one-woman play “Becoming 
Dr. Ruth.” Veteran actress Anne 
O’Sullivan fully inhabits the role 
of the now 90-year-old living leg-
end in a luminous area premiere 
by New Repertory Theatre at the 
Mosesian Center for the Arts.

Set in the Washington 
Heights, New York home where 
she continues to reside, St. 
Germain’s tribute has the feisty 
Westheimer transporting audi-
ence members deep into her 
multifaceted life. As the play 
begins, the widow speaks of 
packing the books, photographs 

and other items she prizes in the 
numerous boxes around Jeffrey 
Peterson’s brilliantly detailed set, 
which is as much of a character 
as Westheimer herself. 

Throughout an alternately 
stirring and humorous ‘tour,’ 
Westheimer vividly describes 
her very different husbands. 
St. Germain captures the sex 
therapist’s candor and lack of 
inhibition even here – espe-
cially in speaking of her first 
husband’s concerns over a cer-
tain type of measurement. At 
times Westheimer speaks to her 
(unseen) grown-up children 
Miriam and Joey in stretches that 
demonstrate her parental caring.

Westheimer led quite a life 
beyond her sex-ed program. She 
movingly describes her escape 
from the Holocaust by way of 
Kindertransport, a program that 
got children out of Nazi Germany 
from 1938 to 1940. Westheimer, 
who was born in Germany, was 
one of only 300 youngsters who 

escaped to Switzerland. In the 
play, she fondly reminisces about 
her Walter, her first love, who 
was killed in Buchenwald. At 17, 
Westheimer spent time in Israel 
training to be a sniper. 

Under Stephen Nachamie’s 
crisp direction, O’Sullivan wise-
ly approximates Westheimer’s 
accent and demeanor in a 
performance devoid of imper-
sonation. O’Sullivan captures 
Westheimer’s charming spunk 
and feistiness in addition to her 
wisdom and heart.

The outstanding projection 
design of Johnathan Carr (who 
earned a richly deserved 2019 

IRNE Award for his efforts for the 
Lyric Stage Company of Boston’s 
revival last year of “Kiss of the 
Spider Woman”) serves as a kind 
of running power point amplifi-
cation of Westheimer’s observa-
tions.

Westheimer has an unbound-
ed passion for learning and life. 
“Becoming Dr. Ruth” – with 
O’Sullivan’s virtuoso perfor-
mance – does real honor to an 
incomparable woman.

“Becoming Dr. Ruth,” New 
Repertory Theatre, Mosesian 
Center for the Arts, Watertown, 
through May 19. 617-923-8487 
or newrep.org.
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Yankl, he was also increasingly 
disturbed by the spread of per-
nicious anti-Semitism. Vogel’s 
play and Taichman’s taut direc-
tion establish a chilling contrast 
between the line of performers 
with suitcases stretching across 
the Huntington Theatre stage at 
the start as audience members 
enter – the actors’ evocation 
of immigrants entering at Ellis 
Island, and their later represen-
tation as concentration camp-
bound Holocaust victims. Tal 
Yarden’s smart projection design 
effectively highlights timeline 
elements concerning Asch, his 
work, and 20th century Jews.

Aside from the lyrical romance 

between Rifkele and Manke, the 
arguably most fascinating part 
of “Indecent” involves the effect 
of Asch and his play on a tailor 
named Lemml, played smartly 
by Richard Topol with wonder 
and growing confidence about 
his responsibilities as a novice 
stage manager guiding the audi-
ence through the decades. Joby 
Earle as Asch is properly frus-
trated with the ups and downs 
of his play in America. Adina 
Verson reprises her amazing 
work as vulnerable, big-hearted 
Rifkele and Asch’s world-weary 
wife Madje. Elizabeth A. Davis 
finds all of Manke’s frustration 
with brothel life and her feeling 
for Rifkele. Harry Groener cap-
tures Yankl’s angst and legend-
ary actor Rudolph Schildkraut’s 

tenacity playing him in early 
runs of Asch’s play. 

The strong cast (including 
Broadway originals Mimi Lieber 
and Stephen Rattanzi) exuber-
antly dances David Dorfman’s 
returning choreography to 
music stretching from klezmer 
to zydeco.

At the start of Vogel’s play, 
a subtitle describes it as “the 
true story of a little play.” Asch’s 
still-resonant humanity proves 
“God of Vengeance” anything 
but little. The same is true of the 
hauntingly heartfelt “Indecent.”

At the Huntington Mainstage, 
264 Huntington Ave., Boston, 
through May 25. For tickets, call 
617-266-0800 or visit hunting-
tontheatre.org.

‘Indecent’
from page 24

Photo by Andrew Brilliant/Brilliant Pictures
Anne O’Sullivan as Dr. Ruth.

Sex-Ed and Snipers: The untold story of Dr. Ruth



generations by inviting teens 
throughout Greater Boston to 
meet survivors, learn about the 
Holocaust and make the trip to 
the places that forever changed 
Kipnis and Ruderman’s lives. 
Kipnis and Ruderman are its 
co-directors and funders. 

By coincidence, Kipnis’s 
daughter, Gann Academy stu-
dent Gillian Pergament, was 
on the 2018 Y2I trip and told 
Lappin Foundation Executive 
Director Deborah Coltin about 
the Holocaust travel program 
her mom and Ruderman were 
interested in starting. “I said I 
would love to know more and 
asked her to tell her mom,” 
Coltin said. She and Kipnis 
connected within days of her 
returning from the Y2I trip and, 
together with Ruderman, their 
ideas came to fruition.

“Debbie is an expert on teen 

travel and engagement. With 
her help, we pulled this together 
in just three months,” Kipnis 
said. She and Ruderman also 
enlisted the assistance of the 
Lappin Foundation (which has 
run the Youth to Israel pro-
gram since 1971) to administer 
and implement HLF, and hired 

Coltin as education and pro-
gram development consultant.

Kipnis said HLF is in the pro-
cess of becoming its own stand-
alone non-profit organization.

Eligible teens for the 2018-
2019 HLF pilot year needed 
to be juniors in high school; 

have participated in an orga-
nized Israel experience; be able 
to attend all pre- and post-trip 
meetings; agree to complete all 
homework assignments; and 
not have previously participat-
ed in an organized Holocaust 
educational trip to Poland.

As HLF Educator, Coltin, who 
has three decades experience 
teaching the Holocaust, created 
the curriculum, and will be one 
of the staff on the fully subsi-
dized August 4-13, 2019 Poland 
and Berlin trip. She plans all 
meeting lessons, teaches the 
classes, and schedules survivors 
to speak to the teen Fellows.

“The curriculum reflects the 
human face of the Holocaust. 
The Fellows meet survivors in 
person, the last generation to 
do so. They bear witness to the 
Holocaust by hearing the sur-
vivors’ testimonies about their 
lives before, during and after the 
Holocaust, and what the enor-
mous price in particular Jewish 
people paid for such hatred that 

went unchecked,” said Coltin.
The 16 inaugural Fellows 

represent Lynnfield, Middleton, 
Newburyport, Beverly, Arling-
ton, Marblehead, Newton, 
Needham, Framingham and 
Swampscott. “I wanted the par-
ticipants to be from ‘Greater 
Boston,’ not just one area. These 
kids have a responsibility to pre-
serve and perpetuate the les-
sons of the Holocaust for future 
generations. How else will we 
get the word out?” Kipnis said.

After attending an orien-
tation and hearing survivor 
Schaecter speak last October, 
nominated teens wrote a para-
graph describing why they 
wanted to be a Fellow. “In the 

aftermath of the Pittsburgh 
shooting, it is more important 
than ever that we continue dis-
cussing the Holocaust. I want to 
be part of the movement that 
ensures that nothing even close 
to it ever happens again,” wrote 
Dina Zeldin, a junior at Newton 
South High School.

“I hope to gain a new level of 
knowledge about the Holocaust 
and use that in my community, 
my country and someday even 
the world. I want to bring a sense 
of hope in such a dark trip,” Max 
Foltz, a junior at Newburyport 
High School, wrote.

For Coltin, the HLF trip will 
be her first time traveling to 
Poland and Berlin. While she 
admits that going to these sites 
so deeply connected to the Final 
Solution is “way out of my com-
fort zone,” she is thankful for 
the opportunity to open up and 
learn more.

“The Holocaust journey 
should be personal. We will be 
learning our history, our story. 
Knowing who we are as Jews 
puts us in the best possible 
position to support and pro-
mote the mission of Holocaust 
Legacy Fellows,” she said.

“Jody and Todd had a phe-
nomenal idea and they followed 
through. Our community is 
truly blessed,” she added.

For more information, visit 
https://holocaustlegacyfellows.
org/.
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A Widow, Widowers &  Singles Group at Shirat Hayam
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Celebrating America

Connections 
Barbeque!

 
Sunday, June 2, 2019 at 4:00 pm

Please join us for dinner and an  
opportunity to meet and mingle.

$18 paid in advance, $25 at the door
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when your apartment is 
at Two Victory Road.

The perfect address for people 
who want a little extra help to 

get a lot more out of life.

Two Victory Road is a wonderful 
neighborhood conveniently located 
on a scenic and serene pond on the 

Salem/Lynn line. 

Featuring a brand new community 
room, gym and active resident 

service program.

1 and 2 bedrooms 
starting at $1,500
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for a property tour

Professionally managed by 
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David Schaecter shows his tat-
tooed number from Auschwitz.

Holocaust
from page 1

“These kids have 
a responsibility 
to preserve and 

perpetuate the lessons 
of the Holocaust for 
future generations.”  

– Jody Kipnis



Marblehead, MA | 781.639.2880 | www.epsteinhillel.org

EPSTEIN HILLEL SCHOOL  
         где учеба оживает

Наши студенты идут дорогой знаний с 
помощью новейших технологий.

Приходи за знаниями, уноси с собой мечту!  
Чтобы узнать больше о нашей программе 
обогащенной STEM ( наука-технология-
инженерия-математика ), посетите  веб-сайт 
школы:epsteinhillel.org

Когда я вспоминаю свои 
школьные годы, то я начинаю 
немного завидовать своим детям 
хорошей белой завистью, когда 
вожу их школу.  

Наши старшие дети, Сарра и 
Элиот, уже закончили колледж, 
но по-прежнему с огромной 
любовью вспоминают свою Коэн 
Хилель Академию. Теперь и моя 
младшая, Джордин, ходит в эту 
же школу. 

Школы, как и люди – растут и 
меняются. Поменялось даже имя 
у школы. Теперь она называется 
– Эпштейн Хилель. Появилось 
много новых технологий. 
Теперь даже третьеклассники 
программируют роботов. Во 
всех классах управляемые 
компьютерами доски, домашняя 
работа делается не только на 
бумаге, но и на iPad, которые 
выдаются каждому ребенку. 
Определенно, кое-что 
поменялось, но суть осталась: 
Эпштейн Хилель – это непросто 
школа, это семья для детей и 
часть нашей семьи. Замечательно 
то, что в этой школе относятся к 
каждому ребенку как к личности.  

В школе очень серьезная 
образовательная программа по 
всем предметам: математике 
и родному детям английскому 
языку, естественным наукам и 
общественным, художественному 
искусству и музыке, театру и 

физкультуре. Если школьники 
нуждаются в дополнительной 
помощи, то специалисты 
оказывают такую поддержку 
индивидуально. Здесь небольшие 
по размеру классы, и никто не 
может затеряться в общей массе 
студентов. Общение между 
учителями и детьми построено 
так, чтобы каждый чувствовал 
себя частью успешной команды, 
где успех всей команды 
зависит от каждого участника. 
Нацеленность школы на 
индивидуальный успех помогает 
студентам хорошо подготовиться 
и успешно учиться как в старших 
классах так и в самых престиж-
ных университетах. 

Не менее важно для нас то, 
что это не просто очень хорошая 
школа, но это еврейская школа. 
Здесь дети познают наши 
традиции, историю и праздники, 
иврит и жизнь современного 
Израиля. Здесь им помогают 
подготовится к бар-или бат-
мицве; понять еврейскую 
традицию благотворительности 
и значение добрых дел. Большое 
спасибо тебе, Эпштейн Хилель!  
Я приглашаю Вас в гости в нашу 
семейную школу.  Это поистине 
школа будущего, которое может 
стать и Вашим будущим!

Лина Левитин, мама 
Джордин, ученицы 6 класса 

Epstein Hillel Academy
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4 мая культурно-оздоровительный Центр Stay Well отметил 
свой 15-летний юбилей!

В празднично украшенном зале собрались нарядные 
посетители Центра, сотрудники  и гости. Со словами 
приветствия обратились руководители Центра Захар 
Айзенберг и Людмила Свечкова собравшихся.

Дружным и талантливым коллективом Центра был 
подготовлен большой праздничный концерт. Песни, танцы, 
стихи и шутливые сценки были встречены бурными 
аплодисментами, улыбками.

Активное участие в подготовке и проведении 
концерта приняли сами посетители Центра: 
Людмила и Сэм Каневские, Людмила Корень, Дора 
Розенбаум, Татьяна Черток, Зина Ясногорская, Алла 
Познанская, Владимир Кирсанов, Роза Габриэль, 
Джемма Соколовская, Зоря Махненко, Марина 
Наволодская, Наталья Глячкова, Фаня Зархи, 
Светлана Тылис, Эмиль Бланк. Спасибо всем за их 
активное участие в жизни Центра.

Отдельная благодарность была выражена 
сотрудникам: Екатерине Каневской, Геннадию 
Подлесному, Елене Пекарской, Наталье Прок и 

Дмитрию Хомчику за подготовку и участие.
Собравшиеся вспоминали основные вехи успеха Центра: 

2004 год – год открытия Центра. Это было всего лишь начало 
пути, и мы достойно его прошли вместе...

Время летело и Центр окреп. 2009 год – мы отметили 
первый юбилей. Мы стали солидными и успешными.

Шли годы, мы расширялись, улучшали условия, переехали 
в новое просторное и светлое помещение с видом на океан. 
Хочется поблагодарить всех-всех, кто принял участие в создании 
комфорта и уюта, а также отдельная благодарность Георгию 
Глинка за помощь в проектировании помещения Центра.

Наконец, настал наш 15-летний юбилей, и называется он 
красиво – “хрустальный“. Но это не только повод отпраздновать 

годовщину, но и возможность всем нам поблагодарить наше руководство и 
сотрудников за их труд, заботу, внимание, понимание и поддержку. 

Спасибо всем посетителям Центра за их доверие и теплое отношение. В 
своих выступлениях многие из них выразили также благодарность Америке, 
стране, которая их приняла и дала возможность посещать Stay Well, ставший для 
многих вторым домом. Двери нашего гостеприимного дома открыты для всех 
желающих разделить с нами свой досуг и таланты.

Затем состоялся праздничный обед. На красиво накрытых столах были 
сервированы разнообразные закуски, горячие блюда и дессерт.

Вручение подарков всем посетителям Центра завершило этот великолепный 
праздник, оставивший у всех гостей самые приятные впечатления.

Залитые солнцем помещения Центра, с окнами на океан, создают атмосферу 
круизного лайнера. И мы желаем кораблю Stay Well долгого и счастливого 
плавания! До новых встреч!

– Елена Пекарская, Activity Coordinator of “Stay Well” AHDC, Inc.

Письмо в редакцию

Путешествуем с Хавейрим Лекция Раввина из Израиля

С Юбилеем, Stay Well! 

Массачусетская  Северобереж-
ная Ассоциация “Хавейрим” 
приглашает желающих на 
двухдневную автобусную 
экскурсию, которая состоится 
29-30 июня. Вы посетите: Штат 
Нью-Йорк; Queens; Парк 
скульптур Socrates; Mузей Isamu 
Noguchi; Штат Нью–Джерси; 
Принстонский Университет; Парк 
скульптур Grounds for Sculptures в 
г. Хамилтон.

Стоимость поездки  - $200.00 
($225.00). В стоимость включены: 
проезд в комфортабельном 
автобусе; оплата экскурсовода; 
гостиница; парк  скульптур в 
г.Хамилтон; чаевые водителю 
автобуса. 

Отправление из Линна от 
130 Neptune Blvd. (8 утра); и от 
магазина “Гастроном”,  (8:15). Для 
записи и информации звоните  
Виталию по тел. 781-593-7937.

Во вторник, 21 мая, в 6:30 вечера в Хабад 
кампусе в Линне (151 Ocean St.) состоится 
ежегодный семинар Рав М.Гитик (Иерусалим). 
Раввин – магистр математической логики 
Еврейского Университета в Иерусалиме, автор 
книг на философские темы. 

Тема беседы: Динамика духовных контактов:
• Духовность во времени, пространстве и душе 

• Что такое движение в духовном мире? и т.д.
Переселение душ или реинкарнация?
• Что такое душа? • Вечность моего “Я” и т.д.
Семинар бесплатный, приглашаются все 

желающие; денежная дотация будет принята с 
благодарностью.

Доп. инфо по тел: 617 921-3726 - Ольга, или 
имейл: ovaysman@comcast.net.
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300 Salem Street
Swampscott

781.593.6111

One Essex Street
Marblehead
781.631.8800

~  BEVERLY  ~
Amazing newer construction.  

Spacious 4 br, 3.5 bath home showcasing  
energy, efficiency and quality design.  

$1,399,000

saganharborside.com

~  SWAMPSCOTT  ~
Awesome! Oceanfront Phillips Beach  

9 room colonial with incredible views throughout.  
Beautiful sandy beach setting.  

$1,800,000

PERFECT POSSIBILITIES!
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on standby, strategically placed 
by the entrances and exits of the 
Fine Arts Center. Everyone was 
required to empty their pockets, 
get their bags checked, throw 
out any liquids, walk through 
a metal detector, and get 
scanned for possible weapons 
with a handheld metal detec-
tor. I understood these precau-
tions were supposed to make 
me feel safe, but safe was the last 
thing I felt as I walked through 
a sea of anti-Zionists who wait-
ed anxiously for Roger Waters 
and Linda Sarsour to denounce 
Israel.

I purposefully sat next to a 
man wrapped in an Israeli flag 
– I was afraid to sit with support-
ers of the event, knowing my 
beliefs made me unwelcome in 
their presence. In a thick Israeli 
accent, he explained why he 

felt being there was important. 
His daughter was a student at 
the school, and he wanted to 
show support for his child and 
his home country. He showed 
me the multiple alerts he had 
received that day about rockets 
being fired into Israel. My heart 
sank as his phone played the 
sound of the sirens that rang 
through the country we consider 
our home. 

At the beginning of the event, 
a panel member, BDS activ-
ist Dave Zirin, mentioned that 
a rocket had been fired from 
Israel into Gaza that day. In 
truth, more than 250 rockets 
were launched that day from 
Gaza into Israel. I scoffed at the 
lack of context given to the situ-
ation, and quickly realized that 
their definition of “free speech” 
meant picking and choosing 
what information made their 
stance look as persuasive as 
possible. 

I became irritated with the 
amount of time spent on dis-
cussing why the event was not 
anti-Semitic. I thought, “If large 
populations of Jewish people 
are calling you anti-Semitic, 
maybe you should step back 
and rethink your strategies and 
purpose of your movement,” 
as the panel members listed off 
reasons as to why they weren’t 
anti-Semitic. They claimed that 
calling the BDS movement anti-
Semitic undermined “real” acts 
of anti-Semitism and boasted 
about how they were the “least 
anti-Semitic people” to exist. 

Sarsour, a Muslim-American 
of Palestinian descent who is 
co-founder of the Women’s 
March and a leader of the BDS 
movement, told us that there 
is nothing anti-Semitic about 
criticizing the state of Israel. But 
her words and tone suggested 

otherwise. 
Disgust flowed through my 

body. Were they aware that 
“Israeli state” and “Jewish state” 
are interchangeable terms? I 
wanted to scream, “You’ve spent 
30 minutes of a two-hour pre-
sentation listing every reason 
why you aren’t anti-Semitic; 
don’t you think that’s a state-
ment within itself?” Could 
they not process the fact that 
anti-Zionism is inherently anti-
Semitic? Did they understand 
that anti-Semitism comes in all 
shapes and sizes? 

As they spoke, I found myself 
wanting to ask: “You claim to 
love and support the Jewish 
people, but you don’t think their 
home country is a legitimate 
state? You swear up and down 
that you stand with the victims 
of anti-Semitism, but choose 
to stay silent when Israelis are 
attacked in their own homes 
by Palestinian terrorists? You 
scream, ‘Free Speech!’ but work 
toward silencing the Jewish peo-
ple defending their homeland?” 

Every five minutes or so, 
the crowd would give a stand-
ing ovation. Most of the people 
stood and cheered after panels 
degraded Israelis and demon-
ized Israel. Any statement that 
included the phrases “apart-
heid,” “freedom,” or “racism” 
was greeted with thunderous 
applause and raised fists. 

While I had hoped that there 
would be a fair discussion about 
the conflict, I realized that the 
event was a rally that called for 
the destruction of the Jewish 
state and all people who sup-
ported it. The panelists claimed 
that the people who agreed with 
them would be on the “right side 
of history,” and continuously 
compared the Israel-Palestine 
conflict to racial injustices 
throughout the history of the 
United States.

As I listened to the speak-
ers, I was reminded why I had 
felt so uncomfortable on cam-
pus this past year. In the fall, 
a student who opposed white 
supremacists had placed a sign 
condemning Nazis in her dorm 
window. In an email to the stu-
dent, a UMass residence direc-
tor objected to the sign and 
requested that it be taken down. 
“There are some in the commu-
nity who have expressed that the 
sign should be taken down as it 
has created mixed emotions in 
the community on how to pro-
ceed, issues of inclusion, and the 
ability to be active members of 
their community,” he wrote. 

Since that occurred late last 
year, my family and I have been 
worried about not only whether 
or not I was welcome at UMass, 
but also my safety. 

After attending the anti-Isra-
el event held on my own cam-
pus, it is clear that my beliefs 
and religion have made me an 
enemy to some students and 
faculty at UMass. This has left 
me feeling angry and heartbro-
ken. I hope to see the day where 
my faith, beliefs, and ideas are 
welcome by all members of the 
UMass Amherst community. 

However, I have accepted that 
a day when we are welcome and 
fully accepted may never arrive.

Mae-Lou Zaleski, of Danvers, 
is a freshman at UMass Amherst. 

UMass
from page 1

The BDS panel included Linda Sarsour, speaking at left, and musician Roger Waters.

UMass’s BDS event raised many eyebrows, tempers and questions.


	JJN051619PgA1
	JJN051619PgA2
	JJN051619PgA3
	JJN051619PgA4
	JJN051619PgA5
	JJN051619PgA6
	JJN051619PgA7
	JJN051619PgA8
	JJN051619PgA9
	JJN051619PgA10
	JJN051619PgA11
	JJN051619PgA12
	JJN051619PgA13
	JJN051619PgA14
	JJN051619PgA15
	JJN051619PgA16
	JJN051619PgA17
	JJN051619PgA18
	JJN051619PgA19
	JJN051619PgA20
	JJN051619PgA21
	JJN051619PgA22
	JJN051619PgA23
	JJN051619PgA24
	JJN051619PgA25
	JJN051619PgA26
	JJN051619PgA27
	JJN051619PgA28



