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On summer mornings, Maria 
Samiljan walks out of the JCC 
and sees her favorite summer 
sight. “I’m usually at the J from 
quarter of eight to 9:15, and it’s 
during camp drop-off, and the 
hill is packed, it’s bustling, and 
there’s so much great energy,” 
she said. “It’s my favorite part of 
summer, seeing that camp alive 
and well.”

That joyous, expectant, elec-
tric energy has been playing out 
all over the Northeast in recent 
weeks as thousands of children 
return to Jewish summer camps, 
something many North Shore 
alumni call one of the most pos-
itive experiences in their lives. 

“It was the best thing my 
parents ever did for me,” said 
Evan Madoff of Marblehead, 
the owner of Evan’s Deli in 
Marblehead, who attended the 
JCC’s Camp Simchah and the 
West End House Camp in Maine 
in the 1970s. “I always said if I 
didn’t have to worry about mak-
ing a living, I’d be there for the 
rest of my life teaching people to 
swim and sail and waterski.”

“It was the greatest experi-
ence of my life,” said Ken Sorkin 
of Marblehead, who attended 

Camp Simchah, and eventually 
became its executive director 
from 1971 to 1979. “If it wasn’t 
for that JCC in Lynn, I don’t 
know where I’d be. I made all 
my friends there.” 

Camp friends, and the mem-
ories they provide, are one of the 
principal reasons why genera-
tions of Jews wax poetic about 
camp. “I made friends in my 
bunk, and my camp, and they’re 
still my friends today – they 
were in my wedding, you name 
it. Those are my best friends,” 

said Barnet Cohen, who grew up 
in Peabody and who attended 
Camp Tevya from 1981 to 1988. 
“Walking down from the boys’ 
area to the dining hall, you could 
see upwards of 75 people you 
knew, and it’s such a different 
atmosphere than elementary 
school or high school, where 
you’re much more reserved, and 
you’re focused on your studies. 
At camp, you’re focused on your 
friends.” 

A seemingly limitless sup-
ply of friends leads to a seem-

ingly limitless supply of memo-
ries shared with them. Sorkin 
remembers being called “El 
Sorko” when he dressed up as 
Zorro, and sleeping in a station 
wagon with a friend as a coun-
selor during a Simchah over-
night. Samiljan, who also attend-
ed Simchah as a young child, 
remembers feeling cozy while 
she played with friends inside 
the Camp Simchah lodge during 
rainy days. Madoff remembers 
jumping off the roof of the infir-
mary during color war as the 

entire camp howled with excite-
ment. Reed Brockman, who lives 
in Marblehead and attended 
Bauercrest from 1974 to 1986, 
remembers writing plays and 
then performing them around 
a campfire. Carrie Berger, who 
grew up in Peabody, attended 
Simchah and Tevya, and was the 
executive director of Simchah 
from 2001 to 2009, she remem-
bers the entire camp joyfully 
celebrating Havdalah each 
Saturday night as the sun set.

Jewish summer camps adapt, evolve

Ken Sorkin photo
Campers and counselors at the old Camp Simchah in Marblehead.

Camp Bauercrest photo
Camp Bauercrest’s Bunk 14 in 1975.
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Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth 
Warren, who has publicly supported 
Israel over the years, appeared to have 
signaled a policy shift earlier this week 
when she told a pro-Palestinian organi-
zation that she would push the Israeli 
government to end the “occupation” of 
Palestinians.

On Monday, after a campaign appear-
ance in Peterborough, N.H., Warren 
signaled her agreement that Israel 
was occupying the Palestinians during 
a  brief exchange with Becca Lubow, a 
member of the pro-Palestinian organiza-
tion IfNotNow. “We’d really love it if you 
really pushed the Israeli government to 
end [the] occupation,” said Lubow. 

“Yes, yes,” Warren responded. “So, I’m 
there.”

In response to Warren’s comments 
on the “occupation,” Republican Jewish 
Coalition Executive Director Matt Brooks 
asserted that the Massachusetts sena-

tor had aligned herself with “the rapid-
ly-growing left-wing, anti-Israel” base. 
He said her statement may have helped 
solidify her “progressive credentials for 
that base, but at the expense of our 
ally Israel and the prospects for a nego-
tiated peace between Israel and the 
Palestinians.”

Said Brooks, “Her comments will not 
win her points with voters who support 
a strong and secure Israel and a stable 
Middle East.”

Warren, a two-term senator and for-
mer Harvard Law School professor, has 
accepted the endorsement of J Street. 
She has visited Israel in the past and 
has publicly supported Israel’s right to 
exist. Last month, Warren introduced a 
resolution that reaffirmed her support 
of a two-state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. The resolution high-
lighted the U.S.-Israel relationship while 
acknowledging the Palestinian right to 
self-determination. 

But she has also been one of the more 

Warren calls for end of ‘occupation’;
Aide once endorsed being ‘friends with Hamas’

Presidential candidate Senator Elizabeth Warren has been increasingly critical of Israel 
and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on the campaign trail. continued on page 20
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BOXFORD – It’s been quite a 
month for Christopher Harrah. 
Within a few weeks, he became 
both a father and a Jew.

“It’s the most exciting thing 
I’ve ever done,” said Harrah, 
who learned on July 8 that he 
and his husband, Jody, were 
approved to adopt three sisters. 
“The one thing I’m looking for
ward to more than anything is 
raising all three of them Jewish.”

Although Harrah, 42, who 
lives in Boxford, officially con
verted less than a month ago, 
he has practiced and stud
ied Judaism since he was 15. 
The breadth of knowledge he 
acquired was so extensive, Rabbi 
Richard Perlman of Temple Ner 
Tamid in Peabody felt he could 
forgo conversion classes. 

“He was so advanced, there 
was no reason – I could’ve gone 
through the whole syllabus 
with him, and he already knew, 
because he’s been studying for 
26 years,” said Perlman. “His 
mind is really fascinating, and 
he’s a scholar.”

Harrah began studying 
Judaism as refuge from what 
he described as a homopho
bic, fundamentalist Baptist up 
bringing in Texas and Oklahoma. 
“I always knew there was some
thing wrong with what I was 
being taught,” said Harrah, who 
described attending a military
style Baptist school where chil
dren wore threepiece suits and 
sat silently in cubicles engaging 
in selfstudy. “I knew I was gay 
at four years old, and all that I 
was being taught was that gay 
people were going to hell … I 
knew it was wrong, and I was 

bound and determined to find 
a solution.”

Harrah found the begin
nings of a solution when he 

befriended a Jewish neigh
bor, with whom he discussed 
the Bible and the differences 
between their respective reli
gions. Harrah began to pri
vately identify as Jewish, a feel
ing that was cemented when 
he visited the Congregation 
Jewish Community North, a 
Reform synagogue in Spring, 
Texas, when he was 15. Harrah 
came out to the congregants, 
who responded with hugs and 
affirmation. 

“They accepted me for who 
I was, and nobody had done 
that my whole life. I broke 
down,” Harrah recalled. “I 
really don’t know if I would’ve 
found Judaism had I not been 
gay, because that’s where I felt 
embraced, and I just didn’t 
know people could be like that. 
When I was 15 years old, I never 
questioned for one second that 
I would be Jewish for the rest 
of my life. Without Judaism, I 
think I would’ve taken my life.” 

Judaism proved an anchor 
for Harrah when he came out 
to his parents and they kicked 
him out of their house. He has 
not spoken to them since 2001. 
He began attending Jewish ser
vices, but thought his sexuality 
prevented him from convert
ing, especially when he saw 
news reports of ultraOrthodox 
protesting gay marriage. 

“I put conversion on the back 
burner, because I said ‘It’s not 
possible – now they’re telling 
me they don’t like gay people,’” 
Harrah said. “I just thought it 
was something that was toler
ated. I certainly didn’t think any 
rabbi would ever do it.”  

Even though Harrah wasn’t 
ready to convert, his Judaism 
continued to provide him with 
meaning, comfort, and a feeling 
of solidarity. When he was 18, he 
traveled to Auschwitz, where he 
saw yellow stars (worn by Jews 
who were prisoners there) and 
pink triangles (worn by LGBTQ 
prisoners) exhibited next to one 
another. 

“I was tortured – I was beat 
up and bullied when I was 
young for being gay,” he said. 
“The Jews were tormented in 
Germany as well, and it was all 
coming from the same source 
of hate – the hate was the same, 
it was just manifested differ
ently. When I saw the [symbols] 
side by side, it just made me 
think that my life’s going to be 
different.”

Harrah lived in Connecticut 
for many years, where he and 
husband Jody managed apart
ment buildings. The couple 
moved to Boxford last year 
when they opened up JH One 
Properties in Lynn, an apart
ment management firm. Self
employment provided them the 
flexibility to adopt, and with 
children in the picture Harrah 
finally felt ready to convert. 
Rabbi Perlman assured him 
that his conversion would allow 
him to bring his children up 
Jewish. 

“Rabbi Perlman was literally 
the first person in my life after 
talking about the children was 
telling me[to tell me] that I can 
be gay, and I can be married, 
and I can be converted Jewish, 
and I thought, ‘I can be?’” said 
Harrah. “I would wake up every 
single morning and say, ‘This is 
something I’ve always wanted 
– to have children, and to be 
Jewish for them.” discover

Lappin Foundation
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

29 Congress Street • PO Box 986 • Salem, MA 01970 • 978.740.4431 • fax 978.744.2078 • www.lappinfoundation.org

Join Lappin Foundation and the  
JCCNS for an adventure of a lifetime  
in Israel for active adults.
Experience the heart and soul of Israel, including Holocaust  
Remembrance Day, Memorial Day and Independence Day.

• Tour the north, south, east and west of Israel

• Experienced and popular English-speaking tour guide

• Outstanding accommodations

• 24 meals, including delicious Israeli buffet breakfasts daily

• Explore ancient and modern sites

• Dance in the streets of Tel Aviv on Independence Day!

Per-person based  
on double occupancy

Land and air:  
$4,795, including  
round-trip from Boston  
to Israel on El Al

Land only: $3,395

Single supplement: $1,590

Tips: $200 per person

Contact Deborah Coltin  
for more information • 978-740-4428 
dcoltin@lappinfoundation.org

israel

An informational meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 30,  
from 7-8 pm at the JCCNS, 4 Community Road in Marblehead 
and Wednesday, September 11 from 7-8 pm in the Tanzer Room  
at Chelsea Jewish Lifecare, 240 Lynnfield Street in Peabody.

April 19-30, 2020

Vacation rentals, long-term rentals, and sales 
on Cape Ann and Boston’s North Shore.

Contact us today!
www.atlanticvacationhomes.com 

978-910-0010
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Against all odds, Boxford man will become a Jewish father 

Christopher Harrah, center, with Rabbis Richard Perlman, left, and 
Bernie Horowitz, right, of Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody, who assist-
ed in his recent conversion.

Harrah in front of the U.S. Embassy in Israel.



What is an offer to purchase? It is the written 
proposal to a seller to purchase real estate. In order 

for a real estate transaction to be legally enforceable it 
must be in the form of a written contract. A written 
proposal will specify all the terms and conditions of 
the purchase.

After the offer to purchase is drawn up and the buyer signs it, it is 
usually presented to the seller by their real estate agent. If the seller signs as 
is, it will become a binding contract.

It is important that the offer to purchase includes items such as:
•  The address and the legal description of the property
•  The sale price
•  The date of the anticipated sale
•  The amount of earnest money deposit
•  Contingencies: for example, the ability to obtain a mortgage, home 

inspection, and the opportunity for an attorney to review the contract
•  A time limit in which the offer will be good for
Your real estate agent will be able to help you prepare the best offer for 

your circumstances.

PHYLLIS LEVIN
on REAL ESTATE

 WHAT IS AN OFFER TO PURCHASE?

Phyllis Levin
CRS   GRI   CBR

 www.phyllislevin.com phyllislevin@comcast.net (781) 367-8150
 website email cell

JUST CALL AND I’LL DO THE REST
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS
on all aspects of buying or selling real estate

at 781-367-8150

www.chelseajewish.org

www.chelseajewish.org

201 Captains Row, Chelsea • 617.887.0826 240 Lynnfield Street, Peabody • 978.532.4411

ASSISTED LIVING • SPECIALIZED MEMORY CARE 
Cohen Florence Levine Estates • Florence & Chafetz Specialized Care.

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan Estates.

Here’s 
 to 

 Living
Well!

our dedicated staff will 
make every day special 

115 North Street, Salem, MA
ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS • Financing Available

FREE Written Report  
on Roof/Attic Inspection  

That Serves As Your Guide To A Successful Roofing Project!  
PLUS:

10% OFF up to $1,000  

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Buy Local & Become Part Of The Family…

Chris & Barb Zorzy, Owners

www.A-AServices.com/Roofing
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WINTHROP – “Where there’s 
water, you’ll find Jewish people,” 
said Sandy Pellegrino, presi-
dent of Temple Tifereth Israel in 
Winthrop for many years. 

The small, seaside peninsu-
la just north of Boston Harbor 
was teeming with Jewish life for 
much of the 20th century. In 
the span of a few blocks, there 
was a Jewish community cen-
ter, two permanent synagogues, 
and several seasonal ones based 
in hotels, kosher butcher shops, 
kosher bakeries, and genera-
tions of Jewish families.

“Everybody knew every-
body else, and not only did they 
know everybody, they knew 
the parents, the grandparents, 
the aunts, the uncles – in that 
time, whole families lived in the 
town,” said Judi Simmons, who 
grew up in Winthrop and now 
lives in Swampscott. “We all 
sat together on the beach, and 
the conversation was generally 
[about] the temple.”

The temple to which 
Simmons referred is Temple 
Tifereth Israel. The story of  the 
temple is the story of Jewish 
Winthrop. In 1908, a massive fire 
in Chelsea forced hundreds of 
Jewish families to relocate, and 
many of them chose Winthrop. 
In 1912, the newly settled Jews 
decided to build a synagogue. 
More families moved into town, 
more funds were raised, and 
a charter was granted in early 
1913. Soon after, a grand syna-
gogue was built on Shirley Street 
in 1916.

At its peak in the 1970s, 
Tifereth Israel boasted about 
1,000 members. Winthrop resi-
dent Burt Figler remembers a 
synagogue that was so full on 
the high holidays that some 
people had to sit on the bimah. 

The Jewish population nearly 
quadrupled during the summer, 
when Jews from Dorchester, 
Roxbury, Mattapan, and Chelsea 
rented houses near the ocean 
or stayed in kosher hotels that 
offered Jewish services. 

“Each of the Jewish hotels 
along the beach would hire a 
rabbi and set up a shul for them-
selves,” said Leon Schiff, who 
began attending those hotels in  
1929. “There were an awful lot of 
Jews who would stay till the end 
of the summer to go to the [High 
Holiday services].” 

Schiff also attended 
Congregation Tifereth Abraham 
nearby on Shirley Street, which 
broke away from Tifereth Israel 
in 1923. The “Little Shul,” as 
it came to be known, started 
as a small gathering of Syrian 

Jews who wanted to observe 
Sephardic traditions in a rented 
apartment above a store. Over 
the years, Tifereth Abraham 
grew into a thriving synagogue 
of 120 families with its own sis-
terhood, brotherhood, and reli-
gious school. Over the years, the 
“Big Shul” and the “Little Shul” 
often loaned each other mem-
bers when they needed to com-
plete minyans.

“My brother and I used to go 
to Tifereth Israel, and around 
the time I was 10 or so, while he 
was going to shul, they stopped 
him outside Tifereth Abraham – 
they needed an extra person for 
the minyan, and they said ‘Can 
you read the Torah?’” recalled 
Amihai Zippor, who grew up 
in Winthrop and now lives in 
Jerusalem. While Tifereth Israel 
shifted toward Conservative 
practices, Tifereth Abraham 
remained Orthodox.

“Everything focused around 
the temple – there were so many 
Jewish kids, and so many activ-
ities – Hebrew school at that 
time was five days a week,” 
said Simmons as she thumbed 
through a book of photos 
compiled in the 1960s, when 
Tifereth Israel moved to its cur-
rent building on Veterans Road. 
“What really struck me about 
this book was that it showed a 
board of directors meeting, and 
there were probably about 30 
men, there’s a choral group, and 
a catering group, and it’s huge, 
and there’s like 20, 30 people at 
every meeting. Years ago, they 
had a sisterhood meeting, it 
would be 75 people. You couldn’t 
find that now anywhere.” 

A Facebook group – Jews from 
Winthrop, MA – has close to 
400 members from around the 
country. The Jewish community 
in the town of about 18,500 resi-
dents is now just a small fraction 
of what it was when congregants 
spilled onto the bimah dur-

ing the High Holidays. As baby 
boomers began starting families 
of their own in the 1970s, they 
decided not to stay in Winthrop, 
and joined an exodus out of 
urban areas toward suburbs like 
Marblehead, Swampscott, and 
Peabody.  

Yet both synagogues contin-
ue to survive. Tifereth Abraham 
only hosts services on the High 
Holidays, but Tifereth Israel still 
has services every Shabbat, a 
Hebrew school with 14 students, 
an active sisterhood, speak-
ers, and parties on holidays. 
Pellegrino, the Tifereth Israel 
president, thinks her synagogue 
can attract some of the millen-
nials moving into the ring close 
to Boston.

“We just kept working at it, 
trying to do what we could do, 
with God’s help, here we are,” 
she said. “We’re an icon of the 
Jewish community. We welcome 
everybody, and it seems to be 
working out. There’s been life.” 

Mighty at its peak, Winthrop’s Jewish 
community continues to survive
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Joel Miller celebrated his bar mitzvah at Tifereth Israel.

Leon Schiff, left, with Motty Kenigsberg and Herb Levin at 
Congregation Tifereth Abraham.
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MARBLEHEAD – “So what’s 
this column about?” a smil-
ing, curly-haired woman asks 
a bewildered, wiry-haired man 
with a goatee. The two go back 
and forth for a bit before decid-
ing that the column should be 
an impressionistic take on life’s 
small, sensory wonders, like 
finding the perfect pickle – the 
kind they used to make in the 
Chelsea of yore. 

Marblehead cartoonist Marty 
Riskin had a version of that 
conversation with his partner, 
Marblehead journalist Bette 
Keva, about a year ago, before 
translating it into the comic strip 
it is today. The two had decided 
to collaborate on a newspaper 
column that Keva would write 
and Riskin would illustrate. Just 
like her illustrated avatar, Keva 
didn’t get it right away.

“It took a long time for me to 
really understand it,” said Keva. 
“It’s about …”

She trailed off for a second 
before reciting the poem the 
two have devised to describe 
the somewhat elusive concept 
animating their new column 
“Pickles in the Mist” that will be 
featured in 18 weekly papers: “A 
column about what has stood 
the test of time, what’s still an 
adventure sublime, a luscious 
taste to the lips, a sunset not to 
be missed, an escapade worth 
the risk.” 

Their first somewhat risky 
escapade that gave the col-
umn its name fulfilled all of the 
above criteria. Riskin yearned 
for the delicious pickles of his 
Chelsea childhood – a “wonder-
ful, garlicky little pickle floating 
in a briny wooden barrel,” as 
Keva wrote in their inaugural 
column on June 20. As Riskin 
waxed poetic about his dream 

pickle, Keva remembered that a 
Russian deli on Broad Street in 
Lynn had exactly what he was 
describing. They went, Riskin 
bit in, and was transported back 
through the mists of time. 

He grew up in the ’40s and 
’50s, just steps away from the 

briny pickles of a Chelsea deli, 
into a home that was as cul-
turally Jewish as such a milieu 
would suggest. He loved to 
draw, and took lessons at the 
Museum of Fine Arts. After grad-
uating Chelsea High School, 
Riskin attended Massachusetts 
College of Art and Design, and 
became a commercial illustra-
tor. A nasty recession in the 
’70s deprived him of many cli-
ents, so he began submitting 
cartoons to local newspapers, 
including the Jewish Journal. 
After he had amassed over 5000 
cartoons distributed in over 25 
newspapers, Riskin published 
several books of bawdy, irrever-
ent comics.

Like Riskin, Keva demonstrat-
ed an aptitude for her craft early 
on. As a sixth grader at the Wallis 
School in Peabody, she wrote an 
exposé in the school newspa-
per about a fellow student walk-
ing on the roof of a commercial 
building in Peabody Square. She 
honed her skills editing Salem 
State University’s newspaper, 
and after graduating served as 
editor for the Mansfield News, 
Jewish Advocate, Marblehead 
Reporter and Jewish Journal. 
She has also freelanced for the 
Boston Globe.

Keva had met Riskin while 
working for the Reporter, but 
they had fallen out of touch, 
before reconnecting in a man-
ner that would not be out of 
place in a “Pickles in the Mist” 
comic. “I live in Marblehead, 
and she lives very close to me. 
I was looking out the back win-
dow,” said Riskin. “She hap-
pened to be walking by. I had 
no recollection of her name, but 
she recognized me, and she said 
‘Marty?’”

They began to talk, and 
Riskin told her that he was look-
ing for a writer to help him with 
an upcoming project. 

It took some convincing, but 
Keva eventually signed onto this 
“escapade worth the risk.” Since 
discovering that first Proustian 
pickle, the couple have moved 
onto pot. Their June 27 column 
recounts – entirely in the third 
person, intriguingly – wait-
ing in snaking lines at Salem’s 
Alternative Therapies dispensa-
ry so Riskin could procure some 
“Blissful Wizard” (the name of 
a strain said to bring about joy-
fulness and relaxation, though 
it could arguably also serve as 
a moniker for Riskin himself), 
and Keva could try out some 
“Durban Poison” (for energy and 
creativity). If Riskin’s cartoon is 
to be believed, all either strain 
did is make them so forgetful 
they couldn’t even remember 
the name of the dispensary.

“Granted, it’s not a pickle, 
Marty,” Keva writes. “But man 
does not live by pickle alone.”
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Marblehead duo create new column

Marty Riskin and Bette Keva discuss their new syndicated column, 
“Pickles in the Mist.”



Karen Butt has  
joined Compass! 
—
After 25 years as a licensed Realtor, I’ve made a move and joined 

Compass, a technology-driven real estate company. Between my 

real estate experience and background in custom home-building, 

I’ve either listed, sold, or been involved with the construction of 

homes in 42 communities north and west of Boston. Fusing the best 

of a brokerage and a startup, Compass will allow me to elevate 

my business and better service my clients who have an interest in 

downtown Boston or Cambridge. 

Selling your home is not just an important financial transaction 

for your family, it is a complex and personal decision. As an 

experienced Realtor, I am committed to making this process a 

superlative experience. Whether you’re interested in exploring your 

real estate options or simply want to know more, contact me today 

to set up an appointment.

Karen Butt 
— 
937.337.5597
karen.butt@compass.com

KAREN BUTT IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER AFFILIATED WITH COMPASS, A LICENSED REAL 
ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. 
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By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

WHAT WAS YOUR JEWISH 
BACKGROUND GROWING UP?

I was born in Connecticut, where there wasn’t 
a big Jewish community, but being Jewish was 
always a big part of my family. Then we moved 
to Marblehead when I was in second grade, and 
my family has always been pretty involved in the 
Jewish community there. I went to Hebrew school 
at Temple Israel/Beth El, I was bat mitzvahed at 
Temple Beth El, and then I went to Prozdor [the 
teen learning center at Hebrew College in Newton] 
all throughout high school. Instead of doing Y2I 
when I was in high school, I actually did a month-
long trip in Israel, and then I decided to take a gap 
year in Israel between high school and college. I was 
never super religious – that wasn’t what motivated 
it  – but it was a huge part of my life and develop-
ment, becoming my own person both religiously 
and personally, just learning more about the world 
around me, and what I believed in. I got to travel 
over the world – we learned about lost Jewish com-
munities, so we went to four different countries: 
Portugal, Uganda, South Africa, and India.

HOW DID YOU GET STARTED 
AS AN EVENT PLANNER 
FOR THE YALE SCHOOL OF 
MANAGEMENT? 

I always liked event planning, I’ve always been 
very detail-oriented, and like structure and organi-
zation, so that was a common thread through the 
things I did in school and what I studied. I just had 
such a positive experience in college that it really 
influenced me to want to work with other college 
students. Of course I learned a lot academically, 
but I feel like I gained a lot more from what I did 
outside of the classroom, and so I wanted to help 
facilitate that. I ended up with a temporary posi-
tion at Yale School of Management. I helped plan 
the big events, like orientation and commence-
ment, and I worked with all the clubs on their social 
things: speakers and conferences and everything 
like that, which was great, and I absolutely loved 
it – it was the perfect combination of what I wanted 
to do. They ended up hiring me permanently.

NOW YOU WORK IN GRADUATE 
ADMISSIONS?

I ended up moving into a job doing admissions 
at the Yale School of Forestry & Environmental 
Studies and was there for a few years, and for 
about a year now have been doing admissions 
at the Yale School of Public Health. There’s a big 
event component to doing admissions. My job 
is so different depending on the time of year: the 
fall is a lot of travel and recruiting, so it is a lot 
of events, because I’m going from back-to-back 
graduate fairs, and visiting other college cam-
puses, and giving presentations about our school 
and the program. Then I come back and it is win-
ter, and I read applications for a few months, and 
make decisions with the admissions committee 
about who enrolls in the program, and do lots of 
data analysis.

HOW DO YOU DECIDE ON WHO 
GETS ADMITTED? 

It feels scary that I have a lot of influence over 
who gets in. I like that we work as a committee, 
so it’s not all on me. It’s really hard to quantify 
a lot of the things that we would love to be able 
to quantify: there are very few things that you 
can generalize across all applicants. There are 
so many other personal characteristics that are 
really hard to tell, so it’s challenging to see the 
whole picture of someone without being able to 
interact with them, so I think figuring out how 
to be fair, and equitable, and understand all the 
systemic issues that have gotten people to cer-
tain places in their lives from the things they’re 
able to submit to us in challenging. So we try to 
figure out which other ways we can learn things 
about people, like resilience, and perseverance, 
and things like that. I can’t talk too much about 
our actual process, but there is both staff and 
faculty influence for sure, because we have dif-
ferent perspectives on what’s going to help a 
student succeed in the program. Not having had 
a background in public health, there are certain 
things that faculty may be able to understand 
from somebody’s experience that I may not nec-
essarily connect to what they want to be doing, 
whereas there are other factors that I may have a 
better idea of.

Millennials The

Becca Melnick, 28

HOMETOWN: Marblehead

CURRENTLY LIVING IN: New Haven, Conn.

ALMA MATERS: Marblehead High School ’08, James 
Madison University ’13 (BA), Salem State University ’17 (MA)

JOB: Assistant director of admissions, Yale School of Public 
Health

FAVORITE FOOD: Sushi, chocolate, blueberries

FAVORITE MUSIC: Country, or anything live

FAVORITE MOVIE: “Pearl Harbor,” which is such a sappy, 
cheesy, terrible movie but I just love it so much.

FAVORITE TV SHOW: “Parks and Recreation”

FAVORITE TRAVEL DESTINATION: So many 
places – Uganda, Costa Rica, Montana

PLACES YOU WANT TO GO TO NEXT: Prague, 
Vienna, and Budapest

FAVORITE JEWISH PERSON NOT IN 
YOUR FAMILY: Julian Edelman

FAVORITE JEWISH HOLIDAY: I don’t have just one 
– I love coming home and being with family, and it feels like being 
a child again.

Seinfeld, which debuted on 
NBC on July 5, 1989, and ran 
for nine seasons from 1989 to 
1997, is one of America’s most 
beloved (and quotable) sitcoms. 
It gave us the catchphrases “Not 
that there’s anything wrong 
with that,” “Serenity now!” and 
“shrinkage,” among dozens of 
others, yada, yada, yada.

The show, which is avail-
able in a streaming format on 
Hulu and other stations, is still 
popular in the US and Israel. 
According to howtowatch.com, 

which analyzes Google search-
es, Massachusetts, New York, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania 
residents had the most interest 
in Seinfeld. Residents in Texas, 
Mississippi, and other southern 
states showed the least interest 
in the show. 

As for age and gender of 
Seinfeld fans, Baby boomers 
(55–75) barely edged out Gen 
Xers (40–55) and Millennials 
(23–38), and 10 percent more 
men like Seinfeld than women.  

Who loves Seinfeld the most?
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Many of us ask that question each 
day. It’s not always because we’re 
unsure of our identity. It’s because 

we continue to learn and grow with each 
new sunrise. As Jews, we determine our 
own learning curve. And as we evolve, each 
moment offers an opportunity to take the 
next step as we challenge our beliefs, and 
wonder if our priorities are in order. 

In our community, more than 100 North 
Shore Jewish teens are asking that question 
these days as they spend two weeks on the 
Lappin Foundation’s Youth to Israel program. 
Instead of sleeping late and tapping away on 
social media all day on the North Shore, these 
teens are taking action, and spending part 
of their summer in a place that millions of 
American Jews have never visited. They didn’t 
know what to expect, but they took a chance 
and did something different.   

We can learn from these teens that 
going beyond one’s comfort level and 
taking chances can enrich our lives for the 

better. Instead of taking a vacation in New 
Hampshire or Maine, or flying off to Europe, 
consider spending a week or two in Israel. 
Never before has it been easier to travel 
there – an El Al plane leaves three nights a 
week from Boston and can get you to Tel Aviv, 
nonstop, in less than 11 hours. 

For those of you who seek a dose of Jewish 
identity, go to Jerusalem and meditate at 
the Western Wall; head to Tel Aviv, sip a 
coffee and take in the skyline or the warm 
Mediterranean. Or drive to Tiberias or the 
Dead Sea, and dip your feet in the holy 
waters. 

Israel has a way of changing people. For 
those who seek spirituality, it might arrive 
at an unexpected moment. And for those 
who are critical of Israel’s political policies, 
get a firsthand look at the country you’re 
criticizing. The important thing is to not be 
passive, and to take action. Find a way to buy 
a ticket, and just go. Chances are, you will 
come back a different person. 

Who am I?

Robert Zimmerman, or 
Bob Dylan, is certainly in the 
American pantheon of great-
ness, having won the World’s 
Nobel Prize for Literature in 
2016. Dylan immediately began 
his search for the connection 
between ”my songs related to 
literature.” After spending a 
year in crafting a 2017 Nobel 
Prize speech he created initially 
a picture of a person who read 
the schoolroom’s classic books 
of literature. 

Meandering, he talks of 
many tunesmiths he emulated 
in becoming a folk artist singing 
of the vibrancy and truthfulness 
to life, stressing Buddy Holly. 
He returns to great literature 
by finding themes for his work, 
such as choosing three books 

for attention in his speech. They 
are Herman Melville’s “Moby 
Dick,” Erich Maria Remarque’s 
“All Quiet on the Western Front” 
and Homer’s “The Odyssey.” 

“High drama and dramatic” 
dialogue finds Melville’s writing 
of the crew members descrip-
tion of the White Whale. At the 
same time he mixes the myths 
of Western Civilization with cur-
rent themes to portray Hercules 
as a whaler, while Captain Ahab 
is riding between the rails to 
his purpose of destroying the 
whale. Remarque’s World War 
I rat-filled trenches and dis-
eases cause life to break down 
around you. Dylan finds that 
the soldiers were betrayed by 
their parents, their schoolmas-
ters, their ministers, and even 

their own government. Homer’s 
hero, Odysseus, spent 20 years 
in a long journey home wan-
dering among mythic traps and 
pitfalls. Dylan mentions that 
the themes of “The Odyssey” 
have “worked its way into the 
ballads of a lot of songwriters: 
‘Homeward Bound,’ ‘Green, 
Green Grass of Home’ and 
‘Home on the Range,’ and my 
songs as well.” 

Here the craftsman talks of 
sources of his productivity and 
popularity to the world adding 
to those who write in apprecia-
tion of the nature of his popu-
larity and his immense produc-
tivity at today’s age 78. 

Leonard R. Friedman, MD 
Middleton

Of Dylan’s greatness

I read with interest the June 
27 Journal article (“For cantors, 
culture shifts from listening to 
participating”) describing the 
changing role of cantors in con-
temporary synagogue life. 

At Temple Emanu-El in 
Haverhill, we’ve taken a dif-
ferent approach: Cantor Vera 
Broekhuysen (Hebrew College 
’16) serves as our spiritual lead-
er, assisted by rabbinic interns 
from Hebrew College. Cantor 
Vera leads a variety of services 
for all age levels, officiates at life 
cycle events, tutors b’nei mitz-
vah students, leads our choir, 
provides pastoral care, teaches 
adult education and religious 
school classes, and works close-

ly with the board of directors to 
develop and implement policy – 
in short, performs all functions 
traditionally held by a rabbi and 
a chazzan. 

A willingness to experiment 
with nontraditional roles is 
essential in an increasingly chal-
lenging congregational environ-
ment. Cantor Vera’s experience, 
insight, and dedication to our 
community, as well as her com-
mitment to social justice, all 
combine to help us take on this 
challenge and make her invalu-
able to our congregation.

Paula Breger
Temple Emanu-El

Haverhill

As someone who voted in 
support of the policy that allows 
non-Jews to be full members of 
Congregation Shirat Hayam as 
well as allows any member to 
serve on the synagogue Board of 
Directors, I find Mr. Larkin’s let-
ter to the editor (Jewish Journal, 
June 27) akin to Don Quixote 
swatting at windmills in that 
there is no holding back the 
changes to the world we once 
knew. While Mr. Larkin seems 
well meaning and sincere in his 
comparison to the WWII era, I 
believe he is sadly misguided 
and unnecessarily provocative.

We live in an increasingly 
secular country, where nearly all 
religious denominations have 
seen decreased rates of affili-
ation. It continues to be chal-
lenging to engage volunteers in 
support of organized Jewish life. 
Reports of elevated levels of iso-
lation and alienation, driven in 
large part by social media and 
evidenced by a spike in docu-
mented cases of depression and 
suicide, have made the need 
for live human interaction and 
community more urgent than 

ever. I think that younger gen-
erations still yearn for spiritual 
sustenance and a life of purpose 
that we, members of the Jewish 
Community, strive to provide, 
albeit with some modern-day 
operational policies that may 
be unrecognizable to older gen-
erations. As Bob Dylan famously 
wrote, “For the times they are 
a-changin’.”

In consideration of this new 
reality, along with documented 
high rates of intermarriage, the 
willingness of non-Jewish part-
ners to actively participate in 
organized Jewish life is some-
thing that should be celebrated 
rather than discouraged. I say 
let’s practice the core Jewish 
value of welcoming the “strang-
er” into our congregations, 
and God willing, our genuine 
embrace, our meaningful Jewish 
values and wisdom, and our 
non-judgmental approach will 
succeed so that all those wishing 
to engage with our people will 
ultimately feel as if they have 
found a home.

Marty Schneer
Salem

Welcome the ‘stranger’ into our congregations

In Haverhill, cantor serves as spiritual leader
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By Avi Hoffman 

JERUSALEM – Like a bolt from the 
blue, Ehud Barak (“lightning” in Hebrew), 
lit up the somewhat somnolent sum-
mer skies over Israel on June 26 when 
he announced his return to politics. 
The 77-year-old former prime minister 
declared he was forming a new politi-
cal party and would endeavor to engi-
neer a broad center-left alignment aimed 
at unseating Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu.

The incumbent prime minister, who 
this month will surpass founding father 
David Ben-Gurion’s record as the coun-
try’s longest serving leader, is running 
scared. So scared, that only one month 
after pushing through a last-minute vote 
May 29 in the Knesset to force new elec-
tions, he put out feelers to the major 
opposition party, Blue and White, to form 
a broad-based coalition and forego the 
elections, set for September 17. Blue and 
White wasn’t interested.

Why is the Netanyahu so nervous? 
He is getting negative feedback from the 
electorate, which is becoming fed up with 
his cynical political machinations – all 
meant to stave off his looming personal 
indictment for graft – while he disregards 
what is best for the citizens. 

The extra round of elections, engi-
neered by Netanyahu after the results 
of the April 9 general elections did not 
supply him with a clear mandate to form 
a new government, is bringing the state 
to a political standstill and is costing the 
country hundreds of millions of shekels. 

This is in sharp contrast to the former-
ly razor-sharp politician who had deftly 
outmaneuvered all his political rivals 
(including those in his own party) and 
had kept a stranglehold on the premier-
ship over the last decade. 

Despite publicly declaring before the 
April vote that he would not seek tai-
lor-made legislation after the election 
to protect himself, the prime minister 
immediately broke his promise. He ini-
tiated a new immunity law and legisla-
tion to limit the power of the Supreme 

Court to overturn it. Since he was not 
able to cobble together a new govern-
ment this legislation was stalled. With his 
graft indictment hearing set for October, 
Netanyahu seemed to be faltering.

However, the opposition is also in dis-
array. Despite winning the same number 
of seats, 35, as Netanyahu’s Likud party, 
Blue and White, led by former chief of 
staff Benny Gantz, is running a lackluster 
campaign. On the left, Labor, the party 
of Ben-Gurion, is licking its wounds after 
falling to a historic low, six seats, while 
Meretz only scraped by with four seats. 

The right is also in disarray. The 
joker in the pack is Yisrael Beytenu 
leader Avigdor Liberman, a long-time 
Netanyahu foe, who despite holding just 
five seats, blocked the prime minister 
from forming a government. This left 
Netanyahu and his Likud party in the 
doldrums. Whiz kids Naftali Bennet and 
Ayelet Shaked, the former leaders of the 
national religious Bayit Yehudi, cast their 

party adrift by abandoning it and form-
ing a new party, the New Right, but failed 
to win a seat.

Then at the end of June, the old lion 
came roaring into the fray, electrifying 
the election campaign. 

In his no-holds-barred style Barak 
declared, “The choice is between the 
State of Israel and the State of Netanyahu; 
between the shattering of Israeli democ-
racy, damage to the rule of law; between 
the utter trampling of the Israeli govern-
ment – and the Jewish, democratic state 
that Israel needs.”

Barak’s strategy is to form a broad 
center-left alliance with the target of win-
ning a significant number of Knesset 
seats capable of influencing the make-up 
of the next government. He plans to align 
his Democratic Israel party with Labor 
and Meretz and a number of other cen-
ter-left groupings. Among these is Tzipi 
Livni, who won more seats in the 2009 
election than Netanyahu, who nonethe-

less became prime minister. Livni was 
unceremoniously dumped by then Labor 
leader Avi Gabbai before the last elec-
tions. Livni has indicated she would only 
return to politics if Labor and Democratic 
Israel form a joint ticket. 

Barak is so keen for this to happen that 
he announced on Monday that he would 
be prepared to be number 2 to Amir 
Peretz, the recently elected chairman of 
Labor. The deadline for finalizing party 
tickets is August 1. 

Others in Barak’s sights as candidates 
for his alignment are: Orly Levy-Abekasis, 
head of the social affairs party; Gesher, 
which failed to win any seats in the April 
elections; and left-wing, ultra-Orthodox 
social activist Adina Bar-Shalom, the 
daughter of late Sephardi Chief Rabbi 
Ovadia Yosef, founder of the Shas party. 
Bar-Shalom is the head of the Achi 
Yisraeli party, which did not run in the 
last elections.

Barak also hopes the main opposition 
party Blue and White will reveal its true 
center-right colors and siphon votes off 
the right-wing bloc that has kept the prime 
minister in power for the last decade. This 
could lead to a possible coalition between 
the center-left and the center-right and 
leave Netanyahu out in the cold. 

So far, the top names on the Demo-
cratic Israel list are former IDF Deputy 
Chief of Staff Yair Golan and Noa 
Rothman, Yitzhak Rabin’s granddaugh-
ter. Golan, Barak’s number 2, caused an 
uproar when, still in uniform, he declared 
on Holocaust Remembrance Day that 
he was disturbed at “identifying horrify-
ing processes that occurred in Europe 
…70, 80 and 90 years ago and finding 
evidence of their existence here in our 
midst, today, in 2016.”

After abandoning politics in 2013, 
Barak became a successful businessman, 
recently venturing into the development 
of medical cannabis.

So far public opinion polls have not 
been particularly flattering to Barak, giv-
ing his party a maximum of six seats, but 
do not underestimate this enterprising 
and energetic senior citizen. 

The lightning bolt

Former Prime Minister Ehud Barak’s new party, Democratic Israel, launched its election 
campaign Sunday under the slogan “The State of Netanyahu, or the State of Israel.”

By Jonathan S. Tobin

American Jews have a long 
and understandable tra-
dition of advocacy for 

immigrants. That’s due in part 
to the fact that most Jews were 
the children and grandchildren 
of immigrants as the community 
first began to assert itself into the 
political life of the country in the 
20th century. It’s also because 
the plight of those who were 
denied entry to the United States 
and other potential sources of 
refuge for those Jews seeking to 
flee Nazi Germany and occupied 
Europe during the Holocaust 
is imprinted upon the political 
memory of most Jews.

So it’s hardly surprising that 
much of the organized Jewish 
community has little sympathy 
for President Donald Trump’s 
positions on illegal immigra-
tion. That includes distaste for 
his desire to build a wall on 
America’s southern border, as 
well as contempt for controver-
sial policies that led to the sepa-
ration of families of those who 
entered the country illegally. 
And it now extends to revulsion 
towards the deplorable condi-
tions at detention camps.

But there is a difference 
between supporting more liberal 
immigration laws and empathy 
for those who came here illegally 
and the more radical stands on 
these issues that are increasingly 
become mainstream on the left.

The left-wing Jewish groups 
that are organizing the grow-
ing number of demonstra-
tions against the work of the 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) agency 
and essentially opposing any 
enforcement of laws against ille-
gal immigration think they are 
representing the views of most 
Jews these days. And they might 
be right.

The Democratic presiden-
tial candidates were nearly 
unanimous during their recent 
debates about supporting the 
decriminalization of illegal entry 
into the United States. They are 
similarly united behind mea-
sures like providing free govern-
ment health care for illegals.

And while most mainstream 
Jewish groups have pushed back 
against analogies to the plight 
of illegal immigrants and asy-
lum-seekers to the Holocaust, 
many are continuing to do just 
that. Indeed, the coalition of left-
wing organizations organizing 
the protests against federal law 
enforcement aren’t just applaud-
ing Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez’s labeling of deten-
tion centers as “concentration 
camps,” they’ve named their 
group “Never Again Action.”

The support they have gar-
nered is indicative of two things: 
genuine horror about the con-
ditions at federal facilities and 
partisanship.

Claims that all those who are 

flooding across the border are 
in some ways analogous to Jews 
fleeing for their lives from a Nazi 
death sentence are as absurd as 
they are false. Still, the hardships 
faced by the illegals in custody 
were bound to generate outrage 
from Jews, who are naturally 
sympathetic to downtrodden 
underdogs.

It’s also true that many of 
those leading these protests are 
guilty of blatant hypocrisy.

It was, after all, only six 
months ago that the same peo-
ple now denouncing the condi-
tions at the border today were 
just as adamant in claiming that 
Trump’s arguments about there 
being a crisis there were false. 
Whether or not you agree with 
the president about the need for 
a wall, in retrospect the position 
taken by his critics, which gener-
ated a lengthy government shut-
down, was disingenuous.

Their hypocrisy is also com-
pounded by the fact that the 
same Democrats decrying 
Trump voiced no protests when 
families were separated, immi-
grants imprisoned and millions 
deported on President Barack 
Obama’s watch.

To note this hypocrisy is not 
to gainsay the need for the gov-
ernment to improve conditions 
at the detention centers.

But in assessing this debate, 
we also have to acknowledge 
that Trump’s critics and the 
Democratic candidates have 

departed from traditional Jewish 
positions on immigration. That 
means that the notion that the 
community is obligated to fol-
low along and echo some of 
these radical Democratic stands 
doesn’t stand up to scrutiny.

The organized Jewish commu-
nity has always supported more 
liberal immigration laws, family 
reunification, and an orderly and 
generous asylum process. But 
what leading Democrats are now 
proposing in terms of decrimi-
nalization and entitlements for 
illegals goes beyond even the 
granting of amnesty for those 
who are already in the country 
without legal permission. Their 
stands are now indistinguishable 
from open borders. The idea 
that open borders, as opposed 
to compassionate treatment of 
immigrants, is somehow conso-
nant with Jewish values or his-
tory is pure fiction.

The accusations that the cri-
sis at the border is the result of 
Trump’s moral failings are also 
bogus. Whatever you may think 
of the president, every mass 
movement across the border 
has been preceded by liberal 
promises that those who come 
here without following the rules 
don’t have to worry about being 
held accountable for breaking 
the law. The only way to cur-
tail this flood of migrants – and 
thereby relieve the crisis – is to 
make it clear that all those who 
try will be caught and deport-

ed. Democratic pledges of free 
health care, college tuition and 
driver’s licenses are a neon wel-
come sign that led directly to the 
unfolding calamity at the border.

But there’s another point 
that needs to be emphasized. 
Sovereignty and the rule of law – 
the values that are being trashed 
by those making inappropriate 
Holocaust analogies and calling 
for tearing down the border – are 
actually good for the Jews.

The basic problem Jews faced 
in the 1930s was partly the result 
of restrictive U.S. immigration 
legislation, coupled with the 
anti-Semitic refusal of some offi-
cials to let in refugees that did 
qualify under the law. But it was 
also rooted in the plain fact that 
the rule of law had broken down 
in Europe, and Nazi aggression 
was aimed at destroying the sov-
ereign rights of all nations not 
named Germany.

If generations of Jews have 
found a haven in the United 
States, it is because it remains a 
nation of laws. Destroy the rule 
of law – and that is exactly what 
Never Again Action and others 
who share their desire to strip 
the United States of its sovereign 
right to determine who may pass 
through its border are advocat-
ing – and no one, least of all reli-
gious minorities like Jews, will 
be safe.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor of 
JNS.org.

Is support for open borders in tune with Jewish values?
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ANDOVER – Yahli Irelander 
stood on the bimah at Temple 
Emanuel in Andover on her bat 
mitzvah reciting Parshah Nasso 
last month. While it was a sat-
isfying achievement, the shy, 
artistic 13-year-old said it didn’t 
compare to how she felt about 
raising money to feed hungry 
children. 

“When I was in art class, my 
teacher talked about the ‘End 
68 Hours of Hunger’ program. 
She was doing a fundraiser for 
one of the chapters,” said Yahli, 
the daughter of Idan and Einat 
Irelander of Temple Emanuel. 
Idan and Einat are natives of 
Israel, and Idan serves as the 
temple’s cantor.  

Art teacher Mary Preble 
explained to Yahli that many 
children who receive free 
breakfasts and lunches dur-
ing the school week often go 
hungry on weekends. There is 
a period from school lunch on 
Friday until school breakfast on 
Monday – 68 hours – that many 
youngsters don’t get enough to 
eat. 

The Irelanders, who live in 
Salem, N.H., learned there were 
85 children in their city who 
receive food donations through 
the program. That was about 
the same number of friends 
Yahli had invited to her bat 
mitzvah.

“Something clicked,” said 
Einat. By devoting her mitzvah 
project to raising money for 
End 68 Hours of Hunger, “Yahli 
could make sure that not only 
her friends would be happy that 
weekend, but other children 
would be as well.” 

Yahli decided to raise money 
by engaging in her passion: art. 
Her family bought 150 mini-
canvases and Yahli got to work 
creating images in pen and ink, 
pastels, watercolors and col-
ored pencils. One of her friends 
helped her with some drawings; 
another friend helped her sell 
her canvases for $10 each.

“I love painting and helping 
people who have less than us. 
I think that’s probably better 
than just being on a stage,” Yahli 
said. 

But Yahli did take to the stage 
during two temple gatherings to 
tell the congregation what she 
was doing, invite them to look 
at her paintings and consider 
buying them. The funds would 

be donated to End 68 Hours of 
Hunger.

Yahli was hoping to raise 
$850, which would feed 85 chil-
dren over the weekend of her 
bat mitzvah. 

“She raised $1,000. That’s 
enough to feed 100 kids in need 
and she is hoping to continue 
the effort in the future,” said 
Idan. 

When Yahli presented the 
$1,000 check to Salem Assistant 
Superintendent Debbie Payne, 
Payne praised her for her 
“extraordinary thoughtfulness 
and generosity.” 

Volunteers with the Salem, 
N.H. nonprofit program do food 
shopping, fundraising, and pro-
motions. The Salem School Key 
Club packs bags each week 
for the 85 children who will 

receive the food. Students from 
Kindness Matters, a commu-
nity service club at Salem High 
sort the food along with Salem 
School District staff and retirees. 
Saints Mary and Joseph Parish, 
Rockingham Community 
Church, and CenterPoint 
Community Church, all locat-
ed in Salem, N.H., have vol-
unteered a number of hours 
and made significant program 
donations as well. 

End 68 Hours of Hunger start-
ed in Dover, N.H. in 2014 and 
has since spread out to six other 
states. New Hampshire has by 
far the greatest reach, with 34 
programs around the state. 
Massachusetts has programs in 
Dracut and Wilmington. 

“I’m so proud of her,” said 
Einat. “She took something 
personal – her art – and trans-
formed it into feeding other 
kids.” She added that Yahli’s 
Torah portion, Nasso, is about 
“inner and outer happiness” 
and by engaging in fulfilling 
activities, “God will lift his face 
upon you.” 

www.wjskouras.com
Call John: (978) 531-5545 

Fax: (978) 977-9982
Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Fully Insured

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
Residential  |  Commercial  |  General Carpentry

W. J. SKOURAS & CO. INC.

AT YOUR SERVICE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

978-741-0424   www.A-AServices.com

Buy Local & Become Part Of The Family

WE HONOR ALL APPOINTMENTS • Chris & Barb Zorzy, Owners

Financing 
Available

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

BAY STATE  
WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Now carrying 

Ready Made Curtains 
Selected items 25% OFF

Custom Draperies, 

Blinds, Shades & More!

Free Estimates & Installation

86 Tremont Street, Peabody

baystatewindowfashions.com

To advertise, call 978-745-4111 x140 or x150

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com

A1 Will Send Hornets Packing.
Nests can hold thousands of hornets and  

are aggressive and can sting repeatedly.

KITCHEN & BATH SHOWROOM
Wholesale & Retail Plumbing & Heating Supplies

55 Alley Street, Lynn  •  781-592-0583  •  www.bourneufshowroom.com
Open Monday-Friday 9 am-4 pm  •  Closed Saturdays
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Bat mitzvah girl raises money to feed children

Yahli Irelander celebrates her bat mitzvah with her father Cantor Idan 
Irelander.

Yahli decided to raise 
money by engaging  
in her passion: art.  

Her family bought 150 
mini-canvases and Yahli 

got to work creating 
images in pen and ink, 

pastels, watercolors and 
colored pencils. 

You can help link  
the Jewish community. 

Donate to the Journal online at
jewishjournal.org.



300 Salem Street
Swampscott

781.593.6111

One Essex Street
Marblehead
781.631.8800

~  SWAMPSCOTT  ~
Prime location! Special and spacious 8 room  

multi-level contemporary with resort like pool  
and set on gorgeous grounds.  

$724,900

saganharborside.com

~  MARBLEHEAD  ~
Lovingly updated 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath contemporary  

on beautiful tree lined street in Clifton.  
Just move in and enjoy!  

$799,000

MUST SEE CONTEMPORARY HOMES!
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By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

BOSTON – Eight percent of 
Greater Boston Jews were born 
in Israel, according to a 2015 
study by Brandeis University. In 
the technology hubs of Boston, 
Cambridge, and the Route 128 
corridor, many of those Israelis 
are graduates of the Technion – 
Israel Institute of Technology in 
Haifa, ranked among the world’s 
top science and technology 
research universities. 

“Boston has top-tier academ-
ic institutions – it also has a very 
deep tech culture and technolo-
gy world, and if you look at what 
the Technion stands for, it is all 
the fields of the Boston region: 
medicine, computer science, 
all types of biotechnology,” said 
Michael Waxman-Lenz, who was 
installed in April as the acting 
CEO of the American Technion 
Society (ATS), a New York-based 
organization with an office in 
Newton that is dedicated to the 
growth of the Technion through 
a network of alumni and donors. 

Waxman-Lenz visited Boston 

to speak to Technion support-
ers and community members 
on how the Technion can better 
partner with the dynamic local 
hub.

Already, several programs 
facilitate engagement between 
the Technion and MIT, which is 
fitting given that the Technion is 
often called the “MIT of Israel.” 
In 2012, the two universities 
established a joint post-doctor-
al fellowship that pays for six 
Technion doctorate graduates 
to study in Cambridge. Real 
estate and media magnate Mort 
Zuckerman also has established 
a $100 million STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and 
math) fund to facilitate collabo-
ration between researchers at 
MIT and seven Israeli universi-
ties, including the Technion. 

Though the Technion ben-
efits from global partnerships, it 
has struggled to retain its bright-
est stars after they go abroad, 
and an important part of ATS’s 
current $1.2 billion global cam-
paign is centered around keep-
ing top talent in Israel. 

“You have these small institu-

tions called MIT and Harvard 
and Northeastern, and a signifi-
cant number of the faculty at 
Technion actually did their post-
doc at one of those institutions,” 
said Waxman-Lenz. “So they 
come to Boston, they develop, 
big, deep roots at that time, and 
then the Technion has to do a 
really good job to attract them 
back to Haifa.” 

Waxman-Lenz noted that a 
key goal is to build research labs 
on par with those of Harvard 
and MIT, because while many 
academics are willing to take the 
pay cut that comes with moving 
back to Haifa, they say they need 
top-notch work environments. 

Waxman-Lenz, who grew up 
in Germany and later converted 
to Judaism, thinks the Technion 
has played a critical role in 

Israel’s overall success, which is 
why it is so important that it 
retain top talent. He also feels 
that supporting the Technion is 
a way to support Israel without 
wading into divisive politics.

“There are a lot of trends 
around the world that are not 
positive towards Israel – we are 
one of the nonpolitical insti-
tutions that contributes to the 
world our researchers that peo-
ple have no doubt are doing 
good: it does strengthen the 
state of Israel,” he said. “There 
are people on both sides of the 
spectrum with very strong feel-
ings: the good thing is they both 
have very strong feelings about 
the Technion as well … We are 
about the science, we are about 
what you can do for Israel, and 
what you can do for the world.” 

American Technion Society promotes Boston-Israel innovation exchange

Michael Waxman-Lenz, CEO of 
the American Technion Society.

Technion alumni march in the 2019 Celebrate Israel Parade in New 
York City.

JERUSALEM – A total of 28,099 new immi-
grants arrived in Israel in 2018 – an increase of 6.6 
percent compared to 2017, according to statistics 
published Tuesday by Israel’s Central Bureau of 
Statistics.

According to the data, more than two-thirds 
(67.7 percent) of the new immigrants who arrived 
in Israel in 2018 came from the former Soviet 
Union, primarily Russia and Ukraine. Another 9 
percent came from the United States, and 8.7 per-
cent were from France.

The number of new immigrants from Russia 
in 2018 stood at 10,460, a jump compared to the 
7,135 who arrived from Russia the year before. 

Despite rising anti-Semitism throughout Europe, 
immigration from France was down, with 2,415 
French immigrants arriving in 2018 – 23.5 percent 
fewer than in 2017. Immigration from France 
peaked in 2015, when 6,628 new immigrants from 
France moved to Israel after a spate of anti-Semit-
ic attacks, especially in Paris.

The number of new immigrants from Asia in 
2018 stood at 1,429, an increase of 12.3 percent 
over 2017. A total of 365 new immigrants arrived 
in Israel from Africa in 2018, 14.1 percent fewer 
than in 2017.

Most of the new immigrants who arrived in 
2018 opted to settle in larger cities.

According to the CBS data, 11.1 percent settled 
in Tel Aviv; 9.5 percent in Jerusalem; 8.5 percent 
in Netanya; and 7.9 percent in Haifa. Another 5 
percent moved to Bat Yam, located just south of 
Tel Aviv-Jaffa, and 5 percent made their homes in 
Ashdod.

Tel Aviv was the top pick for immigrants from 
Russia and France, while Jerusalem was preferred 
by new immigrants from the United States.

– Israel Hayom

Immigration to Israel up in 2018
Since 1990, more than 1 million people have moved to Israel.



WEDNESDAY, JULY 17 | 6:00 P.M. | OLIO | 43 MAIN STREET, PEABODY

We all have something unique to offer our community. Let’s get together to connect over our 

individualities and shared experiences. We’ll learn how the Ruderman Family Foundation and 

CJP are partnering to create communities where people of all abilities are valued equally and 

participate fully. Join us to celebrate our Edith Bloch Award recipient, Wendy Polins,  

and be among the first to check out Olio, a chic new venue on the North Shore.

RSVP by Wednesday, July 10 at cjp.org/choosetoconnect

CHOOSE TO

A women’s night out on the North Shore

CONNECT
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JULY 11 

BABYCCINO is a fun place for moms and their tots, 
up to 24 months, to meet and have fun exploring the 
season through music, sensory activities, creative arts, 
and heaps of interactive play. Babyccino will be held from 
10:30 – 11:30 a.m. every Thursday beginning July 11 
through August 29. Free. Siblings are welcome. For more 
information or to register, contact Hela Nathan at 763-807-
9450 or nsjewishkids@gmail.com.  Walk-ins are welcome. 
Chabad of the North Shore, 44 Burrill St., Swampscott.

TEMPLE TIFERET SHALOM OPEN HOUSE  
Meet Rabbi David Kudan, Music Director Bryna Tabasky, 
President Rachel Zalvan and Board members; tour Religious 
School; learn about innovative school and programs. 6 p.m. 
Temple Tiferet Shalom, 489 Lowell St., Peabody.

JULY 12 

TREFA BANQUET  Presented by the Jewish Arts 
Collaborative, Eser, Honeymoon Israel, OneTable, and 
Trybal Gatherings. A 5-course meal to  celebrate the 136th 
anniversary of the historic Trefa (non-kosher) Banquet, “the 
meal that changed the face of American Judaism.” Savor 
the food and the conversations about what it means to 
eat Jewish and be Jewish. This re-imagination will feature 
kosher-style versions of the original menu. Intended for 
younger adults. 7 p.m. $50. For more info and to order 
tickets, go to: jartsboston.org. Somerville Armory, 191 
Highland Ave., Somerville.

PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT BY THE SEA  Temple 
B’nai Abraham and Lappin Foundation invite you to a 
musical young family Shabbat with Marcy Yellin followed 
by a free pizza dinner on the beach. Bring a chair or 
blanket. Walk-ins are welcome. 5:30-7 p.m. RSVPs 
requested to Phyllis Osher at 978-740-4404 or posher@
lappinfoundation.org. Lynch Park, Beverly. In the event of 
rain, the program will move to Temple B’nai Abraham at 
200 Lothrop St., Beverly.

VERDI IN TEREZIN: A COMPOSER’S 
INSPIRATION  The Nazis allowed a measure of art and 

education to take 
place in Terezin, 
both as a way 
of occupying the 
prisoners and to 
deceive the world 
as to the nature 
of concentration 
camps. Composer 
and cantor Gerald 

Cohen, assistant professor at H. L. Miller Cantorial School, 
will tell the story of a determined group of prisoners in 
Terezin and their performance of Verdi’s “Requiem” under 
the direction of the dynamic conductor Rafael Schachter. 
Cohen will explore the significance of the Verdi “Requiem” at 
Terezin and discuss his own composition for string quartet, 
“Playing For Our Lives,” which was written as a tribute 
to the Terezin prisoners and which draws upon Verdi as 
inspiration. The event will include a musical performance 
by the Pittsfield High School String Quartet. Registration 
accepted in advance; walk-ins welcome. $15. 11 a.m. 
Tickets at: jtsa.edu/berkshires. Shakespeare & Company, 70 
Kemble St., Lenox.

JULY 15 

GOLF TOURNAMENT  Sponsored by Temple Sinai. In 
memory of Alan Kalikow, longtime Swampscott resident, 
attorney, and devoted community volunteer. $150 per 
player; greens fee, golf cart, dinner, contests, and awards. 
To register or sponsor, download registration form at bit.ly/
templesinaigolf2019. For information about registration or 
sponsorship, contact temple office at 781-631-2763 or Ben 
Locke 781-307-6933. Thomson Country Club, North Reading.

Looking Ahead
“ITZHAK” 

Documentary 
presented by Rockport 
Chamber Music Festival. 
From Schubert to 
Strauss, Bach to Brahms, 
Mozart to Billy Joel, 
Itzhak Perlman’s violin 
playing transcends mere 

performance to evoke the celebrations and struggles of real life. 
Alison Chernick’s documentary looks beyond the sublime musician, 
to see the polio survivor whose parents emigrated from Poland 
to Israel; the young man who struggled to be taken seriously as 
a music student when schools saw only his disability. Free, no 
tickets required. Info: tickets.rockportmusic.org/events. Shalin Liu 
Performance Center, 37 Main St., Rockport.

WALKING TOUR: JEWISH NORTH END  
Presented by Vilna Shul, 
Boston’s Center for Jewish 
Culture. Learn the history of 
Jewish Boston with guided 
walking tours by Boston 
by Foot. About 90 minutes. 
Minimum of five, max of 
20 people. Tours are rain or 
shine. $18 per person. 4 – 
5:30 p.m. Meeting place will 
be provided after registration at vilnashul.org/events.

JULY 12

JULY 14

Journal Picks

Submit your Calendar listings to 
calendar@jewishjournal.org
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EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
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Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
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781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

Call 978-356-2050
Book for the Fall/Holiday season

10% OFF!

V Corporate events V Weddings V 
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V Full Bar service available V

Customizable, Personal

THE PERFECT VENUE 
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KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise, contact 

lois@
jewishjournal.org, 

marcy@
jewishjournal.org, 

or call 978-745-4111.

u Unique American
 and Chinese  

Antique Furniture

u	 Over 30 Years 
 of Restoration  

Experience

459 HUMPHREY STREET 
SWAMPSCOTT, MA 01907 781-477-4242

Patricia Alexanian Gina Abbott

www.Upscale Tag Sales.com
An Estate Sale Company

781.720.8383

WHY THROW IT ALL AWAY? HAVE AN ESTATE SALE!
Professional, Knowledgable, Thoughtful … 

Sale of your possessions

Free Consultations Wonderful References
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JULY 17 

WOMEN’S PHILANTHROPY 
CHOOSE TO CONNECT 
2019, presented by CJP Women’s 
Philanthropy. Women’s night out on the 
North Shore to connect over identities 
and shared experiences. Learn how 
the Ruderman Family Foundation and 
CJP are partnering to ensure people 
of all abilities are valued equally and 
participate fully. Hear from those in the 
community whose lives and families 
have been shaped by this important 
inclusion work. 6 p.m. RSVP at cjp.org/
choosetoconnect. Olio, 43 Main St., 
Peabody.

JEWISH SPEED DATING  
This speed dating event is for men 
seeking women and women seeking 
men. At this event, men and women 
will meet each other, and each date 
will be 5 minutes. You will get your 
match results within 24-48 hours. 
Features music at conversational 
levels, complimentary finger foods 
and a cash bar with drink specials. 
Please note: there is a one-drink 
minimum purchase at this venue. 
Complimentary drink offered from 
6-6:30 p.m. 6-8 p.m. $30 per 
single. Recommended ages: 25-45. 
More info: 617-704-0541 or email 
justyourspeed@gmail.com. Alibi, 215 
Charles St., Boston.

JULY 18
THIRD ANNUAL BERKSHIRES 
JEWISH FESTIVAL OF BOOKS  
Opening night at 7 p.m. Author Barry 
Joseph will present “Seltzertopia: The 
Extraordinary Story of an Ordinary 
Drink,” the definitive biography of 
seltzer. Festival runs through July 
21. For more information or to make 
reservations, visit hevreh.org/books, or 
call Hevreh at 413-528-6378. 270 State 
Road, Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 
Great Barrington, Mass.

JULY 19

SHABBAT BY THE SEA  With 
Temple B’nai Abraham at Lynch Park. 
Also, on July 26 and August 2. Bring 
a blanket or chairs and a picnic dinner 
by 6 p.m., service begins at 6:45 p.m. 
followed by a dessert oneg. Weather 
permitting. Contact office@tbabeverly.
org/978-927-3211 for more information. 
55 Ober St., Beverly.

SHABBAT WITH “A RIVER 
COULD BE A TREE” AUTHOR 
ANGELA HIMSEL Join Angela 
Himsel, author of “A River Could Be 
a Tree,” for a Shabbat service, talk 
and festive oneg. The lyrical memoir 
traces the author’s journey from one 
of 11 children growing up in rural 
Indiana as part of an apocalyptic, 
doomsday Christian sect led by a white 
supremacist to a Modern Orthodox 
Jewish woman living on Manhattan’s 
Upper West Side. 5:45 – 7:30 p.m. 
Free. For more information, or to make 
reservations, visit hevreh.org/books. 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 270 
State Road, Great Barrington.

JULY 20
THE CULTURAL SURVIVAL 
BAZAAR  A festive, family-friendly 
outdoor market featuring art and crafts 
by indigenous artists from around the 
world. Meet indigenous artists and 
members of your local community, 
listen to indigenous music, learn 
about other cultures, and bring home 
a memento of your local trip around 
the world. Free admission. Rain or 
shine. Family friendly. Market Sq., 
Newburyport. 

TWO JOURNEYS: Tova Mirvis & 
Angela Himsel in Conversation With 
Judith Rosenbaum. During Shabbat 
morning services, Tova Mirvis and 
Angela Himsel will be in conversation 
with each other, moderated by Judith 

Rosenbaum, executive director of the 
Jewish Women’s Archive. 10 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m. Free. For more information, 
or to make reservations, visit hevreh.
org/books. Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire, 270 State Road, Great 
Barrington.

JULY 21
“THE RAGING SKILLET”: 
LECTURE & LUNCH with Chef 
Rossi presented by Hevreh of South 
Berkshire. “The Raging Skillet” is 
a raucous memoir recounting Chef 
Rossi’s personal revolution against 
Orthodoxy and the microwave, and her 
evolution into one of the most sought-
after caterers in New York City. Over 
the course of the book, she goes from 
being served bread and wine by the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe to serving up trays 
of exotic trayf to the rich and famous. 
Along the way, she sprinkles fun and 
simple recipes, liberally spiced with 
her own unique brand of irreverent 
humor. 10 a.m. $30. For more 
information, or to make reservations, 
visit hevreh.org/books or call Hevreh 
at 413-528-6378. Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire, 270 State Road, Great 
Barrington.

JULY 24
‘RODGERS AND 
HAMMERSTEIN’ WITH JACK 
CRAIG One Wingate Way will host 
well-known New England entertainer 
Jack Craig for a presentation on 
musical theatre legends Richard 
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein. 
Trace the work and friendship of 
the two composers considered 
the greatest collaborative pair in 
the history of American musical 
theatre. This event is free and open 
to the public, but space is limited. 
1:30 p.m. For more information or 
to RSVP, contact Manal Mikhail 
at 781-247-6638 or mmikhail@
wingatehealthcare.com. One Wingate 
Way, 235 Gould St., Needham.

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES: 
‘AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL’  
One Wingate Way welcomes the 
David Eure Jazz Quartet for a patriotic 
performance as part of its Summer 
Concert Series. Socialize, relax and 
soak up the summer weather while 
enjoying desserts and jazz music. This 
event is free and open to the public, 
but space is limited. 6:30 p.m. For 
more information or to RSVP, contact 
Manal Mikhail at 781-247-6638 or 
mmikhail@wingatehealthcare.com. 
One Wingate Way is located at 235 
Gould St. in Needham.

ANDOVER BLOOD DRIVE at 
Congregation Beth Israel. The need is 
constant. The gratification is instant. 
2 - 7 p.m. For an appointment, visit 
redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-733-
2767. 6 Dundee Park, Andover.

JULY 26
SHABBAT BBQ & OPEN 
HOUSE at Temple Ner Tamid. BBQ 
starts at 6:30 p.m. Adults - $13; kids 
under 12 - $6; family - $36. Prospective 
members free with RSVP. Vegetarian 
options available with RSVP. Reserve 
by July 22nd. Friday Evening Services 
following BBQ at 8 p.m. 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody.

FRIDAY NIGHT FAMILY 
SERVICE at Temple Tifereth Israel 
of Winthrop. Rabbinical Intern David 
Joslin will lead the short English/
Hebrew service which will be followed 
with light refreshments. 7 p.m. All are 
welcome. Temple Tifereth Israel, 93 
Veterans Road, Winthrop. 617-846-
1390. 

JULY 28
EPSTEIN HILLEL SCHOOL 
GALA 2019  Honoring Esther and 
Arthur Goldberg, recipients of the 
Dr. Bennett I. Solomon Community 
Leadership Award. Watch “Dear Evan 
Hansen” at the Boston Opera House. 
Email dpmashin@epsteinhillel.org 
or call 781-639-2880 to reserve your 
tickets.

RETROSPECTIVE MEMORIAL 
EXHIBITION of the well-known 
Israeli artist Zakhar Shapiro who 
recently passed away. Shapiro was 
born in Russia and spent the last 30 
years of his life in Israel. He exhibited 
many times in Boston and on the 
North Shore. About 100 of his most 
inspiring oil and watercolor paintings 
will be presented in memorial 
exhibition. 12 – 7 p.m. The exhibition 
made possible due to support and 
generosity of Chabad of the North 
Shore. All proceeds will go towards 
educational fund to benefit the artist’s 
two grandchildren in Israel. Chabad of 
the North Shore, 151 Ocean St., Lynn.

JULY 30
DISCOVER ISRAEL TOUR 
INFORMATIONAL MEETING  
Organized by Lappin Foundation and 
the JCCNS, Discover Israel Tour, an 
adventure of a lifetime for active adults. 
7 – 8 p.m. Contact Deborah Coltin for 
more information at 978-740-4428 or at 
dcoltin@lappinfoundation.org. JCCNS, 
4 Community Road, Marblehead.

JULY 31
MAH JONGG AND CANASTA 
GAME NIGHT  At the JCCNS. All 
levels of experience welcome. 6-8 
p.m. $18 includes salad and pizza 
dinner. To register, call 781-631-8330. 4 
Community Road, Marblehead.



44 Summer Street in Danvers  |  online: seasonsofdanvers.com

Contact Suzanne to learn about our wonderful way of life:

978.777.0230
ASSISTED LIVING SPECIALIZING IN MEMORY CARE

We understand. We care. 
Seasons can help.

This was the best memory care 
experience for my mother and support

for our family.

She is safe and well-cared for, and the 
activities are thoughtfully matched with a 
loved one’s interests. Seasons has the best 

care team - they are all superb!

- Jane C., resident daughter

Small Home-Like Neighborhoods
Safe, Secure Setting
24 - Hour Care Staff

Innovative & Holistic Programs
Private Apartments
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By Judy Arnold  
and Judy Remis

Early records show that 
some residents of Salem 
in the late 1600s were 

Sephardic Jews from Spain and 
Portugal whose families escaped 
the infamous Inquisitions of 
the fifteenth and sixteenth cen-
turies. By the mid-1800s, Jews 
from Russia and Germany were 
arriving. Greater numbers of 
Jews from Russia and Eastern 
Europe settled in Salem begin-
ning in the 1880s, as immigrants 
fleeing Czarist oppression and 
seeking opportunities for bet-
ter lives reached the “Goldene 
Medina” of their dreams. Their 
numbers climbed steadily in the 
years before and after World War 
II. 

 Around the turn of the 20th 
century, two centers of Jewish 
life had developed in Salem – the 
Derby/Essex Street area, which 
drew the lion’s share of Jewish 
immigrants, and the Boston 
Street area bordering Peabody. 
The Boston Street Jews opened a 
shul at 165 Boston Street. Among 
the congregants were descen-
dants of the original Sephardic 
Jews who had come to Salem in 
the earliest years.  

In 1898, a formal charter was 
issued to Congregation Sons of 
Jacob to serve the Derby/Essex 
Street Jews. Forty-one persons 
formed this new congregation. 
The next year, the congregation 
secured land on Buxton Road in 
Danvers for a cemetery, which is 

still in use today. Services were 
conducted at various rented 
locations, including 4 Derby 
Square, until 1903, when the con-
gregation purchased the Calvary 
Baptist Church at the corner of 
Essex and Union Streets, diago-
nally across Essex Street from 
the Hawthorne Hotel. Its first 
president was Max Winer, an 
immigrant from Lithuania, who 
founded Winer’s Specialty Shop 
on Lafayette Street, one of the 
first retail clothing stores in 
Salem. Rabbi Joseph Jacobson 

was called to Salem to occupy 
the pulpit of the congregation. 

In the years before World 
War II, as people became more 
affluent, the Jewish population 
gradually shifted from the Derby 
Street neighborhood of the old 
synagogue to South Salem. In 
1936, a site was acquired by 
Max Goldberg at the corner 
of Lafayette Street and Ocean 
Avenue, which served as the 
Jewish Community Center of an 
expanding Jewish population for 
sixteen years. During World War 

II, the building was also used by 
local civic groups, including the 
Red Cross and Civil Defense. In 
1940, the congregation acquired 
real estate on Lafayette Street 
adjacent to the property it 
already owned. 

The earliest Jewish merchants 
were William Filene, who opened 
a retail store in 1856 at 156 Essex 
Street, and David Conrad, who 
founded Ladies Goods at 163 
Essex Street at about the same 
time. Both merchants moved 
their businesses to Boston in the 

next few years. Filene’s became 
a famous department store and 
a household name that exists 
today, while Conrad’s became a 
smaller specialty store that sur-
vived until the mid-20th cen-
tury. In 1867 Conrad became an 
alderman, the city’s first elected 
Jewish officeholder.

Many Jewish immigrants 
from Eastern Europe began 
their merchandising careers in 
Salem as peddlers with sacks 
on their backs, graduating to 
horses and buggies, and later, 
as they became more successful, 
opening shops. These included 
Sam and Benny Axelrod, their 
cousin Robert (Reuven) Axelrod, 
and Max Winer – all in the early 
years of the 20th century. Many 
of these early Jewish-owned 
homegrown retail businesses 
flourished. As the transporta-
tion hub of the North Shore, the 
city became a shopping mecca 
in the 1930s and ’40s. All of the 
trains and buses in the area con-
verged in Salem. Steam engines 
would rumble into the historic 
old Salem train station at what is 
now Riley Plaza on Washington 
Street.

Walking toward Washington 
Street from the Hawthorne Hotel 
on Essex Street, the main shop-
ping area, shoppers seeking out 
Jewish merchants would have 
encountered Bessie’s Dress Shop, 
the Rose Bonnet millinery shop, 
and the Royal women’s cloth-
ing shop. Above the Royal was 
Laura Greenberg’s Pattee Anne 
shop for children’s clothing, a 

OUR JEWISH ROOTS

Salem’s Jewish history, Part 1

Hannah and Abraham Levin, of Salem, are pictured with their children Sophie, Joe, Sam, and Harry.



781-639-4759
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”
Geriatric Care Management • Dementia/Alzheimer Care • Home Health Aides
Nursing Care • Medication Management • Assist with bathing/dressing
Meal planning/preparation • Companionship • Transportation
Light cleaning/laundry • Respite Care • Shopping/errands

… and more … from 2 to 24 hours a day

Email: confidentialcare@verizon.net Susan K. Newton, President

when your apartment is 
at Two Victory Road.

The perfect address for people 
who want a little extra help to 

get a lot more out of life.

Two Victory Road is a wonderful 
neighborhood conveniently located 
on a scenic and serene pond on the 

Salem/Lynn line. 

Featuring a brand new community 
room, gym and active resident 

service program.

1 and 2 bedrooms 
starting at $1,500

Contact Caitlin at 978-532-4800 
for a property tour

Professionally managed by 
Crowninshield Management Company

There is no place like home

BROOKSBY VILLAGE
OFFERS SENIOR 

LIVING WITH 
STYLE

Call 1-800-614-6998 
for your free brochure.

Spring into a vibrant retirement at 
Brooksby Village, the premier senior 
living community on the North Shore. 
Here, you’ll enjoy an independent 
lifestyle free from maintenance and 
� lled with resort-style amenities. 
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few doors down from the North 
Shore’s largest Jewish retailer, 
the Empire, part of the store 
chain owned by Salem broth-
ers Sam and Benjamin Axelrod. 
Former Mayor Sam Zoll remem-
bers that the brothers were 
“leaders in the Jewish and non-
Jewish community.” Ben’s son 
Leonard helped diversify and 
grow the business, and became 
a leading local Jewish philan-
thropist, donating the Axelrod 
Wing at the Salem Hospital and 
the walkway from Essex Street 
to Charter Street, adjacent to the 
new Peabody Essex Museum.

Farther down Essex Street 
were Buddy Esses’ Buddy’s 
for baby furniture and cloth-
ing, Rooks, M.H. Baker’s, Jack’s, 
Newmark’s, and Bixby’s, all 
selling women’s clothing; Your 
Boys Store, Herman’s Boot Store, 
Miller Music, L.H. Rogers for 
women’s high-end designer 
clothing, Salem Army & Navy 
Store (owned by Norman 
Barron, who later co-founded 
Marshall’s), and Boston Leader 
for women’s accessories. 
Continuing across Washington 
Street on Essex Street, shop-
pers would encounter Edward 
Adelman’s Salem Smoke Shop, 
R.A. Day women’s clothing shop, 
R. Axelrod, and Sons dry goods 
store, and Lann’s Florist.

Nearby Washington Street, 
across from the post office, 
was the original site of Jerry’s 
Army & Navy Store (outfit-
ters of generations of Salem’s 
children). On the same street 
was Giblee’s, Louis Baker’s and 
Fisher’s Men’s Store for men’s 
clothing, and Louis Feingold’s 
Salem Kiddie Shop. On the cor-
ner of Washington and Essex 
Street, diagonally across from 
the church that became Daniel 
Low’s department store, was T.R. 
Kerr furniture store. 

Jewish merchants radiated 
out from Essex to other nearby 
streets. On Central and lower 
Lafayette Street were Dottie and 
Joe Kessler’s Children’s Store, 
Hy Silver’s Electrical Supply 
Equipment, Lamper’s shoes, 
Carmen-Kimball travel agen-
cy, Eva’s Hat Shop, and Selbert 
Jacobson’s haberdashery. On 
Front Street, later the site of 
the Jewish Federation of the 
North Shore, were Jake Share 
Stationery, Beaulieu & Linsky 
Paint and Wallpaper, Freedman’s 
Hardware, Barron’s Butcher 
Shop, and Jake Goldstein’s cloth-
ing shop.

Retailing, of course, was not 
the only way Jews earned a liv-
ing. Jewish business owners of 
the early 20th century included 
manufacturers Max Korn and 
Max Silverman, whose leather 
company spawned a dozen or 
more ancillary leather firms, 
most of them in the Boston 
Street area bordering Peabody. 
S. Bernstein and Son manufac-

tured men’s clothing on Front 
Street. 

Several decades later, mer-
chants and shoppers often 
converged for lunch at Gerber’s 
Delicatessen, a hotbed for dis-
cussions and rumors about poli-
tics and unions, on Washington 
Street near the corner of Essex. 
Other Jewish-owned delis were 
Sushel’s and Lander’s, both on 
Central Street. Weinshel the 
butcher was in the same neigh-
borhood as tailors Nagel and 
Wiggetman. Another Jewish 
tailor, Morris Orloff, was on St. 
Peter Street, and two others on 
Essex – Waller’s and Pekin’s. 

Broadway had Shaw’s Eggs 
and Poultry (run by Leo and 
William Shoer). The popular 
open-air market between Front 
and Derby Streets at Derby 
Square was home to a host of 
Jewish businesses, including 
Zundel Lambert’s fruits and 
vegetables and Pofcher’s Fish 
Market. Then there were fruit 
peddlers who first sold off trucks 
and then at fruit and vegetable 
markets near the old Town Hall 
plaza. The largest of these, Salem 
Food Land, started by Les and 
Al Oppenheim, later became 
Cressey-Dockham, a major area 
food wholesaler.

In other areas of Salem 
were Morry’s Cleaners on 
Bridge Street, owned by Meyer 
Finkelstein, and on Leach Street 
Ben & Harry’s Economart, a 
small grocery store owned by 
Ben Linsky and Harry Rosenfeld. 
On Phillips Street in North Salem 
was a junkyard owned by Isaac 
Talkowsky. Saul and Ben Ablow’s 
Salem Paper occupied the 
space now housing Roosevelt’s 
Restaurant on New Derby and 
Central Street. Where Domino’s 
Pizza now reins supreme on 
Canal Street was Ted Simons’ 
Ted’s Tire Co. Also on Canal 
Street was Salem Glass, owned 
by Saul Gilberg. 

Then there were the real 
estate magnates. Much of the 
property on the block where 
the Elizabeth Montgomery 
“Bewitched” statue stands (now 
designated Lappin Park) was 
owned by John Lappin, father of 
philanthropist Robert I. Lappin. 
Across from Salem City Hall on 
Washington Street was a block 
of commercial real estate owned 
by the Shribman family. The 
Goldberg family’s name remains 
on one of their real estate hold-
ings – the former wallpaper store 
on the corner of New Derby and 
Washington Streets, opposite 
the new Loft condominiums.  
David Frye was another promi-
nent Salem businessman with 
large real estate holdings. 

This article was adapted  
from “A History of Boston’s 
Jewish North Shore” by Alan 
Pierce. 

New England Supply Company, located on Essex Street in Salem in 
1897. Max Winer, on the right, was the first Jew to settle in Salem, 
in 1885.



BOSTON – Continuing its 
campaign to improve the por
trayal of disabilities in enter
tainment, and increasing the 
number of roles that cast actors 
with disabilities, the Ruderman 
Family Foundation is enlisting 
Hollywood studios, networks 
and production companies to 
make a simple commitment: 
audition actors with disabili
ties with each new production 
picked up to series. 

CBS is the first Hollywood 
company to sign the Jewish 
group’s pledge.

“We take pride in our com

mitment to cast and hire peo
ple with disabilities in our pro
ductions,” CBS Entertainment 
Executive Vice President of 
Diversity, Inclusion & Com
munications Tiffany Smith
Anoa’i said. “We salute the 
Ruderman Family Foundation 
for advocating for this very 
achievable and important goal.”

CBS’ hit series “NCIS: New 
Orleans” was one of the initial 
foursome of TV series this spring 
to receive the Foundation’s Seal of 
Authentic Representation for its 
casting of Daryl “Chill” Mitchell 
in the role of agent Patton Plame. 

CBS has a companywide policy 
of encouraging inclusion and 
diversity – in all forms. 

“The Ruderman Family 
Foundation commends CBS for 
its leadership in becoming the 
first major media company to 
pledge to audition actors with 
disabilities for roles in their pro
ductions,” Foundation President 
Jay Ruderman said. “It is our 
hope that other major media 
companies will follow their lead 
and foster opportunities that will 
lead to more authentic represen
tation of people with disabili
ties in popular entertainment. 

Enhanced visibility of disability 
on screen will help reduce stig
mas people with disabilities face 
in everyday life.”  

The Ruderman Family 
Foundation’s pledge reads:

1. “We recognize that disabil
ity is central to diversity, that the 
disability community compris
es the largest minority in our 
nation, and that people with dis
abilities face seclusion from the 
entertainment industry;

2. “We understand that 
increasing auditions, no matter 
the size of the role, is a critical 
step toward achieving inclusion 

in the industry;
3. “This studio pledges to 

increase the number of actors 
and actresses with disabilities 
who audition for parts in televi
sion and film.”

With about 55 million 
Americans with disabilities, 
opportunities for actors with dis
abilities are very rare, as are on
screen depictions of people with 
disabilities. In fact, 95 percent of 
characters with disabilities are 
played by ablebodied actors on 
television. The Ruderman Family 
Foundation is working to correct 
that disparity.

Elegant Independent and  
Assisted Living, with  

Exceptional Alzheimer’s Care 

92 West Street, Wilmington, MA. Just off I-93 at Exit 38.

978-988-2300  •  WindsorPlaceOfWilmington.com

WINDSOR PLACE
O F  W I L M I N G T O N

An Assisted Living Residence

W

Try us...you’ll love us! Enjoy the
food and activities. Just relax! 

Ask about our

30 DAY 

TRIAL STAY

Pesach Sameach!224 Salem St, Swampscott 
781-619-3401 

residencevinninsquare.com

in Swampscott

Independent, Assisted & Memory Care Living

Call us to tour our  
Memory Care neighborhood 

or check out our support group.
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Ruderman receives CBS pledge to make Hollywood more accessible 

By Stan Hurwitz 

In April, a group of Jewish Mass
achusetts teens joined 10,000 others from 
50 countries for the 2019 March of the 
Living (MOTL). It was a lifechanging 
journey to Poland where they marked 
Holocaust Remembrance Day with 
a march to Auschwitz, and days later, 
traveled to Israel to celebrate its 71st 
Independence Day. 

Participant Ella Glicksman said, “As I 
reflect on my experience and what I took 
away, I know there are still people in the 
world who are antiSemitic and anti
Israel, but I know that I must stick up for 
my religion and what I think because if I 
do not, who will?” 

Her parents, Rich and Priscilla, said, 
“We had anxiety about her being in 
Poland and Israel. But it was the right 
choice. The lessons of ‘seeing’ history and 
speaking up for injustices will be with her 
for the rest of her life. The organizers did 
a remarkable job in creating the balance 
of experiences for the participants.” 

MOTL New England Chapter Chair 
Irv Kempner of Sharon says, “MOTL pro
vides many opportunities not available in 
other student programs. Now in its 31st 
year, MOTL has enabled some 260,000 

Jewish high school seniors to become 
more engaged, to learn more of their his
tory and the importance of Israel. We are 
educating a new generation about the 
meaning of ‘Never Again.’ Where else can 
they study the history of the Holocaust 
and examine the roots of prejudice, intol
erance and hatred so upclose and per
sonal?”

The Poland piece included visits to 

concentration camps and cities that prior 
to WWII had flourishing Jewish commu
nities. In Israel, the group visited, among 
other cities, Haifa and Acre. In Jerusalem, 
they saw the Old City and Western Wall, 
the 9/11 Memorial, Mt. Herzl, and Yad 
Vashem.

Glicksman made many new friends 
from around the world and remains 
excited about the entire experience: “My 

experience in Poland was terrifying and 
inspirational. The feelings I felt in the ash 
bowl at Majdanek or seeing the stones at 
Treblinka, the gateway at Birkenau or the 
gas chambers at Auschwitz, I will carry 
with me forever. I will never forget any
thing I saw, felt, touched or heard at any 
of these places. The people I met in Israel 
truly changed the way I view my world. 
I met girls my age who are going to be 
fighting for their country next year.”

Irv Kempner says, “Teen MOTL par
ticipants return better prepared for issues 
facing them on college campuses – and 
to fight prejudice wherever it occurs for 
the rest of their lives.” A CUNY survey of 
March of the Living participants showed 
that 95 percent said there was a longterm 
impact, solidifying their Jewish identity. 
Most important, it results in greater adult 
engagement with Jewish community 
organizations, strengthens their bond 
with Israel, and heightens commitments 
to raising Jewish families. 

The 2020 Teen MOTL is scheduled 
for April 17-May 1, 2020. If you know of 
any high school senior or junior inter-
ested in going, contact Director of Teen 
Programming, Aaron Kischel at (781) 799-
4765 or email: kischel7241@gmail.com. 

Teens changed by ‘March of the Living’ trip

Jewish teens from around the world gathered in Poland to commemorate Holocaust 
Remembrance Day and in Israel to celebrate Independence Day.



BOSTON – White suprema-
cist propaganda distribution on 
college campuses increased for 
the third straight year, according 
to data recently released by the 
Anti-Defamation League. 

From Sept. 1, 2018 to May 31, 
2019, ADL’s Center on Extremism 
documented 313 cases of white 
supremacist propaganda on col-
lege campuses – including fliers, 
stickers and posters – compared 
to 292 during the 2017-2018 
academic year, representing a 
7 percent increase. This year’s 
increase comes on top of a 77 
percent increase during the pre-
vious (2017-2018) academic 
year. 

In Massachusetts, there were 
7 recorded incidents of fliers dis-
tributed on campuses from Sept. 
1, 2018-May 31, 2019 – followed 
by Rhode Island (1), and New 
Hampshire (1). The 2019 spring 
semester saw more extremist 
propaganda on campus than 
any preceding semester, with 
161 incidents on 122 different 
campuses across 33 states and 
the District of Columbia. 

“This data clearly demon-
strates that white supremacists 
in the United States are embold-
ened by the current political and 
social climate,” ADL National 
Director Jonathan Greenblatt 
said. “Our campuses and com-
munities should be places for 
learning and development, not 
places for racists and bigots 
to propagate hate speech and 
search for potential recruits.” 

ADL New England Regional 
Director Robert Trestan added, 

“Our local figures indicate that 
New England is not immune 
from white supremacist propa-
ganda on its college campus-
es. White supremacist groups 
remain focused on using col-
lege campuses as platforms to 
disseminate hate and recruit 
impressionable students to their 
cause.”

The propaganda messages 
range from veiled white suprem-
acist language to explicitly racist 
images and words that attack 
minority groups, including Jews, 
blacks, Muslims, non-white 
immigrants, and the LGBTQ 
community. Other fliers seek to 
deceptively promote “American 
Identity” without any explicitly 
racist message, but rather link to 
a website where such content is 
available. 

Nearly all of the incidents 
originated from the alt-right seg-
ment of the white supremacist 
movement. The group respon-
sible for distributing the most 
fliers was the American Identity 
Movement (AIM), formerly 
known as Identity Evropa, with 
115 incidents. Patriot Front, a 
white supremacist group that 
was founded in 2017 after a split 
from Vanguard America, fol-
lowed with 30 incidents.

“University presidents and 
campus leadership must remain 
vigilant in speaking out against 
the hateful messages of these 
groups,” Greenblatt said. “Given 
the alarming increase of these 
incidents, words alone are not 
enough – it must be followed 
by action. Educating faculty and 

students on the values of diver-
sity and inclusion, along with 
improving training for campus 
officials charged with respond-
ing to bias incidents and hate 
crimes, are just a few of the ways 
campuses can fight back against 
this scourge of hate targeting our 
youth.”

In 2018, ADL launched “Hate 
Uncycled” – a resource to help 
campus administrators address 
incidents from many lenses, 
including “prevention, prepara-
tion, response, healing and edu-
cation.” The goal is to dismantle 
the complexities of bias and hate 
through regular assessments 
and implementing campus cli-
mate initiatives and incident 
response practices.

In addition to on-campus 
activity, ADL has also document-
ed a dramatic increase in white 
supremacist off-campus propa-
ganda incidents. In the first five 
months of 2019, ADL counted 
672 off-campus incidents, com-
pared to 868 for all of 2018. 
Patriot Front was responsible for 
440, or two-thirds, of the inci-
dents, followed by AIM with 158.

Shore Village is conveniently located near area shops and restaurants,  
public transportation and beach. Our brand new apartments are equipped  

with full kitchens, washer and dryer in unit and walk-in closets.  
Community room with fireplace and rooftop deck with great views.
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White supremacist propaganda  
distribution on college campuses continues

TWP, VA and NSL have posted these fliers on campuses this year.



By Ronald W. Fox

I read every article in the 
Jewish Journal cover-
ing the UMass program 

“Not Backing Down: Israel, 
Free Speech, and the Battle 
for Palestinian Human Right” 
which would “address recent 
attacks on Rep. Ilhan Omar 
and other progressives who 
have spoken out against Israel’s 
50-year military occupation of 
Palestinian land and push back 
against the claim that criticizing 
Israeli government policies is 

‘anti-Semitic.’ ” 
What did the 

readers of the 
Journal “learn” 
about the pro-

gram: that this was a “political” 
pro-BDS panel composed of 
non-academically credentialed 
confirmed celebrity anti-Sem-
ites, including Roger Waters, 
who spewed hate speech and 
were able to convince 2000 
intellectually unsophisticated 
attendees to stand and cheer 
after panelists degraded and 

demonized Israel and support-
ed its destruction; that many of 
them were naïve students who 
had not experienced prolonged 
debate about social issues at 
home over dinner and were 
seduced into greeting any state-
ment that included the phrases 
‘apartheid’, freedom’, or ‘racism’ 
with thunderous applause and 
raised fists” and that the  pan-
elists supported Palestinians 
who perform genital mutilation, 
oppress women and kill gays. 

The writers wanted readers to 
believe that any action against 
Israel is anti-Semitic. “Were they 
aware that “Israeli state” and 
“Jewish state” are interchange-
able terms? … Could they not 
process the fact that anti-Zion-
ism is inherently anti-Semitic?” 

The writers did not mention: 
Israel’s 50-year illegal occupa-
tion; the numerous illegal set-
tlements; the killing and injur-
ing of Palestinians; the claims of 
torture; the theft of Palestinian 
lands; the control of part of the 
West Bank; the house demoli-
tions; the wall inside the Green 

Line; the destruction of olive 
trees; the unequal distribution 
of water; the disruptive, humili-
ating checkpoints and barriers; 
and the holding of Palestinians 
in administrative detention 
without charges or trial.

Ironic, isn’t it, that in a Jewish 
journal, no writer quoted any of 
the core values of Judaism:“You 
shall not wrong a stranger or 
oppress him, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt”; 
“Learn to do well – seek justice, 
relieve the oppressed, judge the 
fatherless, plead for the widow;” 
and “Justice, Justice shall you 
pursue”.

Readers should also have 
been told that Roger Waters, the 
primary target of the writers, 
is one of the most prominent 
supporters of human and civil 
rights for Palestinians and a pro-
ponent of social justice globally. 
For those who believe the smear 
campaign alleging that he is 
anti-Semitic, please read “Roger 
Waters Sets the Record Straight: 
I Hate Apartheid, Not Israel” an 
interview by Gideon Levy which 

appeared in Haaretz.
The speakers all emphasized 

their free speech rights and 
strongly and courageously said 
they would continue to support 
human rights, self-determina-
tion, freedom, and justice for 
Palestinians, and would not be 
silenced and intimidated by 
the smears and other highly 
-funded efforts, including a law 
suit aimed at shutting down the 
program which, fortunately, was 
dismissed.

For those who were not 
among the 2000 who attended 
this powerful and inspiration-
al program (or among the ten 
outside protesting), the video 
can be viewed on notbacking-
downumass.org.

Nothing in the program was 
critical of Jewish people. No 
one said anything that could 
be interpreted as anti-Semitic. 
Dave Zirin, a Nation magazine 
journalist, said, “As a Jew, I’ll 
be damned if I’ll be called anti-
Semitic …there is nothing anti-
Semitic about criticizing the 
actions of the Israeli state, and 
it is absurd that I even have to 
say that. Two, there is nothing 
anti-Semitic about this panel or 
the people on this panel, and 
it is damn slander to say oth-
erwise. And, in fact, the people 
up here have been on the front 
lines of fighting anti-Semitism, 
especially the most dire threat 
to me and my fellow Jews: the 
resurgent white nationalism of 
the Trump era.”

All of the speakers were high-
ly critical of the Israeli state, 
including references to the 
military occupation of the West 

Bank and the inhumane condi-
tions in Gaza which is predicted 
to be uninhabitable by 2020.

Again, the thrust of the pro-
gram was to support justice 
for Palestinians. It was NOT, as 
alleged, a Boycott-Divestment-
Sanctions (BDS) program. 
However, all of the speakers 
spoke favorably about BDS. 
Linda Sarsour referred to it 
as a non-violent approach to 
support of Palestinians and a 
response to the question; “Why 
don’t the Palestinians do some-
thing non-violent.  

As Dave Zirin called out a 
vocal protestor, the writers are 
on the “wrong side of history”. 
Most have adopted the well-
known approach: When the 
facts are against you, argue the 
law. When the laws are against 
you, argue the facts. When the 
law and facts are against you, 
scream anti-Semite and BDS. 

I urge those in the Jewish 
community with our history of 
learning and seeking the truth 
(and speaking truth to power) to 
end smear attacks, demoniza-
tion and intimidation and cre-
ate opportunities to engage in 
thoughtful honest discussions 
about the current status and sit-
uation of the Palestinians. 

With accusations of the 
crime of apartheid being leveled 
against Israel and the apparent 
end of the two-state solution, 
the human rights, safety and 
security of not only Palestinians, 
but also Israelis hang in the bal-
ance. 

Ronald W. Fox writes from 
Marblehead.  
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What readers of the Jewish Journal should have learned  
about the May 4 UMass program

First 
Person

Editor’s note: Opinions expressed in the First Person column 
are those of the writers and not the Jewish Journal. Have an 
essay or an opinion piece you’d like to publish? Please submit to 
editor@jewishjournal.org, with the subject head “First Person.” 
Submissions should be 800 words or less.

The Israeli Justice Ministry’s 
Police Internal Investigations 
Department said on Monday 
that the probe into the death 
of 19-year-old Solomon Tekah, 
who was shot by an off-duty 
policeman on June 30, has con-
cluded that the officer fired his 
weapon at the ground and that 
Tekah was killed by a ricochet-
ing bullet.

The officer, who cannot be 
named due to a gag order, claims 
that he and his family were visit-
ing a park in Haifa on June 30 
when they came under threat 
during a street fight in which 
Tekah was involved, and that 
he fired a warning shot towards 
the ground but the projectile 
rebounded, killing Tekah.

Tekah’s family, however, 

demanded that the officer be 
put on trial for murder.

Tekah’s death raised a fire-
storm of outrage in the Ethiopian 
Israeli community, which took 
to the streets in three days of 
protests that devolved into vio-
lent riots in several locations. 

On Monday, Tekah’s parents 
and close family visited his 
grave at the Tel Regev ceme-
tery for the first time since his 
funeral a week ago and called 
for justice.

His father, Worka Tekah, said, 
“I paid a heavy price, the com-
munity paid a heavy price,” 
adding, “I put my hope in the 
country’s judges, and it is their 
responsibility to ensure justice 
is done.”

– JNS.org

Israeli government: officer fired 
at ground before bullet struck 
Solomon Tekah  

Photo: Flash90
Israelis protested against police violence and discrimination follow-
ing the death of 19-year-old Solomon Tekah, in Kiryat Ata on July 3. 



NOTICES

GELLER, Pamela (Shwachman), 
51 – late of Brookline. Died on 
June 18, 2019. Wife of Jesse 
Geller. Mother of Levi Samuel 
Geller. Sister of Cindy and 
Richard Coakley of Marshfield 
and Sharon and Patrick 
Connerty of Florida. Daughter 
of the late Bernard and Elaine 
(Lutch) Shwachman and daugh-
ter-in-law of Rabbi Myron S. 
and Eileen Geller. Sister-in-
law of Rebecca and Rabbi 
Steven Schwartz and Deborah 
Geller, all of Owings Mills, Md. 
(Stanetsky, Brookline)

GOUSE, Tema P., 95 – late of 
Glastonbury, Conn., formerly 
of Cranston and Providence, 
R.I.  Died on June 21, 2019. 
Wife of the late Nathaniel 
Gouse. Daughter of the late Dr. 
Herman Pomrenze and Marcia 
(Chern). Mother of Neil Gouse 
and his wife Karen of Peabody, 
and Allen Gouse and his wife 
Cheryl of Glastonbury, Conn. 
Grandmother of Courtney 
and her husband Patrick of 
Peabody, Rebeka Gouse of 
New Jersey, and Lauren and 
her husband Bartley of New 
York. Dear sister of the late 
Judd Pomrenze and the late 
Charlotte Handwerger.

KERBEL, James, 86 – late of 
Revere. Died on July 2, 2019. 
Husband of Cynthia Kerbel. 
Father of Stephanie Beilin, 
Laura Ives, and David Kerbel. 
Grandfather of Ari, Evan, Jason, 
and Katie. Great-grandfather 
of Zoe and Emily. Brother of 
Patricia Goldman. Son of the 
late Louise and Morris Kerbel. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson) 

MILLER, Dr. Melvin, 85 – late 
of Marblehead. Died on June 
29, 2019. Husband of Goretti 
and the late Marcia Immerzeel. 
Son of the late Samuel and 
Goldie Miller. Father of Eric 
of Kensington, N.H., Scott of 
Silver Spring, Md., his daugh-
ters-in-law Janice and Suzy, 
and Goretti’s son Helder. 
Grandfather of six and great-
grandfather of two. Brother 
of Ralph Miller. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

Family-owned and operated since 1933

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871
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82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517
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Two convenient locations servicing families throughout Greater Boston,  
North Shore, South Shore, Sharon Memorial Park and MetroWest.

Slotnick Monuments
232 Fuller Street, Everett, MA 02149
617-387-3980
Production facility / Sales office / Outdoor display 
Full service drafting and sandblasting shop

Slotnick’s MetroWest Monuments
5 Edgell Road, Suite 1
Framingham Centre, MA 01701
508-872-1400
Corporate office / Sales office / Indoor display

SC
Memorial Group

Est. 1910

Drive carefully…
               We can wait.

www.scsmg.net

Marblehead Memorials
Since 1922

Monuments ~ Markers ~ Bronze
Engraving ~ Cleaning

Marblehead Memorials is a top-rated 
monument business offering the best prices in the area.

Please contact us today and
let us know what we can do to help.

Marblehead Memorials
Daniel J. Cedrone

781.248.1374 ~ www.marbleheadmemorials.com
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Arnold “Arnie” Irving Sager, 
of Danvers, passed away on July 
2, 2019. He was 86.

Son of the late Bessie and 
Morton Sager. Brother of the 
late Rebecca Whitney and the 
late Lillian Green. Loving hus-
band of Barbara L. Sager for 
66 incredible years. Devoted 
father of Bobby Sager and his 
wife Elaine Sager, David Sager 
and his late husband Brian 
Churchill, and Ronald Sager. 
Proud and loving grandfather 
to Shane Sager, Cole Sager, 
and Tess Sager and her fiancé 
Patrick Hogan. 

U.S. Army Veteran, entrepre-
neur, and a leader in Jewish com-
munities in both Massachusetts 

and Florida, with roles rang-
ing from president of the syna-
gogue to board member to pro-
ducer of the annual musical.

Funeral services were held 
on July 7 at Temple Tiferet 
Shalom, Peabody. Interment 
followed at Lebanon Tifereth 
Israel Cemetery, Peabody.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made in his name to the 
Lenny Zakim Fund, 33 Arch St., 
26th Floor, Boston, MA 02110 
(www.thelennyzakimfund.org). 
Arrangements were handled 
by Brezniak Funeral Directors, 
Newton.

Entrepreneur, active member of the Jewish community,  
joke teller, and friend to many

OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief 
notices for free. Biographical 
sketches up to 200 words 
cost $100; longer submissions 
will be charged accordingly. 
Photographs cost $25 each. 
Submissions are subject to edit-
ing for style and space limita-
tions. Obituaries can be mailed, 
faxed, emailed or hand-deliv-
ered to our office. For further 
information, contact your local 
funeral home; call Andrew at 
the Jewish Journal at 978-745-
4111 x174; or email andrew@
jewishjournal.org.

Manfred Steinfeld, 95, found-
er of Shelby Williams Industries, 
Jewish philanthropist and 
Contract Furniture Industry 
pioneer, died on June 30, 2019 
in Florida. 

Born in Germany in 1924, 
Mr. Steinfeld escaped Nazi per-
secution thanks to the Hebrew 
Immigrant Aid Society of 
Chicago, and arrived in Chicago 
at the age of 14 to live with 
an aunt. After graduating from 
Hyde Park High School, he 
joined the army.

After the war, he graduated 
from Roosevelt University in 
1948 with a business degree. 
Then in 1954, Mr. Steinfeld and 
a partner purchased a bankrupt 
furniture company in Chicago 
and renamed it Shelby Williams 
Industries. The company built 

its reputation on producing 
furniture that met the specific 
requirements and schedules of 
designers serving the hotel and 
restaurant industry. 

Shelby Williams was credited 
with developing the first tubu-
lar stacking chair which became 
a standard in banquet facilities 
and public spaces around the 
world. 

Mr. Steinfeld has been hon-
ored for his leadership, business 
acumen and generosity. With his 
wife, Fern, many educational, 
cultural, religious, social service 
and medical institutions have 
benefited from their generosity. 

Mr. Steinfeld’s remarkable life 
and personal and professional 
contributions have been docu-
mented in print, television and 
video. 

Manfred Steinfeld, 95, founder of  
Shelby Williams Industries, Jewish philanthropist



   Stay Well           Будьте Здоровы!

Лечебно-оздоровитеЛьный центр 
в СэЛеме

• Комфортабельный транспорт до центра и обратно
• Медицинское обслуживание 
• 2-х разовое питание

• Русское телевидение 
• Экскурсии и поездки, концерты, танцы, хор
• Классы английского языка 

• Занятия по подготовке к экзамену на гражданство
• Библиотека и фильмотека
• Прогулки в парке, поездки в магазины

• Шашки, шахматы, бильярд, лото
• Кружки по интересам и др.
• Энергичный, жизнерадостный персонал

Сервисы покрываются страховкой Medicaid (MassHealth). 

Мы оформим все необходимые документы сами.
Приходите к нам и Ваша жизнь станет интереснее!

Звоните нам по тел. 978-825-0202

and Chevra Mishna
Pride of Lynn Cemetery 

Serving Greater Boston  
Jewish and Interfaith  
Families for 5 generations.

Contact us for rates.

Or visit us online at our  
new website to plan ahead  
or locate a loved one: 

www.prideoflynn.org

EMAIL DIRECTIONS CALL

8 Lakeshore Drive 
Lynn, MA 01904

(978) 594-4249polcemetery@gmail.com

Предоставляем 
ритуальные услуги 
Еврейской Общине 
Северного Берега 
на протяжении пяти 
поколений.

Звоните нам по всем 
вопросам планирования,  
или зайдите на наш сайт:

www.prideoflynn.org

8 Lakeshore Road
Lynn, MA 01904
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Весть о смерти 
Захара Шапиро 
была ударом прямо 
в грудь. Слишком 
внезапно, нежданно, 
преждевременно это 
случилось – ему было 
72 года. 

Когда умирает 
талантливый и са- 
мобытный художник, 
небом обреченный 
на путь Творца, то 
независимо от его 
возраста, мы сетуем: 

как несправедливо! Именно таким Tворцом был 
художник Захар Шапиро. Он родился, учился и 
работал в Москве. В 1990-м эмигрировал с семьей 
в Израиль, где осел в маленьком северном городке 
Маалот в пяти километрах от Ливанской границы. 
Именно там Захар увлеченно и самозабвенно творил 
свой неповторимый мир, в котором нашлось место 
и пейзажам, и музыкантам, снам и воспоминаниям 
детства, жанровым сценкам из еврейской жизни 
российских местечек. Тонкий лирик, философ, 
шутник, – все, чем дарила его богатая фантазия,  
рука мастерски переводила на холст и бумагу, будь то масло, акварель, или гуашь.

Когда Захара спрашивали, почему он поселился так далеко от культурных центров, он отвечал: 
«Большой город растворяет... А наш Маалот – он для каждого. Он на тебя одет, как пальто твоего 
размера, и тебе в нем комфортно».  Но был в жизни Захара Шапиро – еще один город, в котором 
он тоже чувствовал себя комфортно, где ему было хорошо от внимания и заботы окружающих – 
это американский Бостон. 

Я впервые увидела Захара почти 30 лет назад в его первый приезд в наш город. Увидела 
и полюбила – седовласого красавца. 
В Бостоне память о нем живет в его 
картинах, украшающих дома его друзей и 
поклонников. 

28 июля, в воскресенье, мы приглашаем 
друзей, знакомых и незнакомых – всех, кто 
любит и понимает настоящую живопись, 
посетить посмертную выставку-вернисаж 
работ Захара Шапиро. Выставка состоится 
в Линне, в Chabad of the North Shore, по 
адресу 151 Ocean street, с 12 до 5 часов. Вся 
сумма от продажи картин будет отправлена 
в образовательный фонд для внуков Захара 
Шапиро.

Выставка состоится благодаря помощи 
и поддержке Chabad of the North Shore.

 – Марина Кацева

Неповторимый мир образов Захара Шапиро Новая книга Толчинского
В издательстве M-Graphics 

недавно вышла новая книга 
Алика Толчинского “Перед 
заходом солнца.” 

“Этот сборник написан 
старым человеком для 
пожилых или старых людей, 
которые, наверное, уже 
и книг не читают. Поэтому 
в авторских надеждах на 
отзывчивого читателя есть 
некая идеализация. Но, 
как говорили в древности – 
Dum spiro spero. Пока дышу 
– надеюсь,” – так обозначил 
автор идею и настроение 
книги.

В обращении к читателю 
Толчинский пишет: “...
составление рассказов, 
попытки осмыслить 
прожитую жизнь есть 
процесс работы мозга и эта 
деятельность придает и смысл, 
и радость существования. 
Поскольку герои рассказов 
в основном люди пожилые, 
естественно, что некоторые 
из них уходят навсегда в 

конце повествования, но это 
ведь нормально и не нужно 
из закона природы делать 
трагедию.” 

Писатель Михаил 
Хазин охаракреризовал 
рассказы Толчинского как 
“своеобразные монологи, 
насыщенные искренними 
признаниями, размышлениями 
о превратностях и смысле 
жизни, богатые зоркими 
наблюдениями и сдобренные 
остроумием. Герои этих 
рассказов— преимущественно 
интеллектуалы, начитанные, 
мыслящие люди, нередко 
наделпнные научными 
титулами или стремящиеся к 
ним, склонные к рефлексии и 
осмыслению своих трудов и 
дней. И судеб своих близких.”

В книге помещено 15 
цветных иллюстраций, работ 
автора, включая обложку. 

Ознакомиться с книгой 
можно в библиотеке Свамп-
скотта или заказать на сайте 
издательства: mgraphics-pub-
lishing.com. 

В среду, 17 июля, 
в Центре Макор 
в рамках цикла 
“ Л и т е р а т у р н ы е 
среды”, состоится 
лекция Павла 
Грушко из цикла 
“Все Испанское 
Золото” Луис де 
Гонгора-и-Арготе. 

Поэт, драматург 
и переводчик-испанист Павел 
Грушко расскажет об этом 
великом испанском поэте 
эпохи барокко, не менее 
почитаемом в мире, чем его 
сверстник Шекспир, прочитает 

свои переводы из 
Гонгоры, дополнив 
сообщение музыкой 
и графикой, 
связанными с 
творчеством поэта.

Рекомендованное 
п о ж е р т - в о в а н и е 
$20. Центр Макор 
находится по адресу: 
384 Harvard St. 

Brookline. Тел. для справок: 
617-771-4870. centermakor.org

Всё Испанское Золото
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СОТНИ ОБРАЗЦОВ 
МЕМОРИАЛЬНЫХ ПАМЯТНИКОВ

мы осуществаляем дизайн и непосредственное 
изготовление памятников 

в нашей мастерской без суб-подрядчиков

Обслуживаем Еврейскую Общину Северного Берега с 1890 года

Замок Джoна Xeйc 
Xaммoнд-млaдшегo, Hammond 
Casle предлагает вечерние 
экскурсии при свечах по 
четвергам в июле и августе.

Легенда гласит, что 
по совету изобретателя 
Александра Грейам Белл, 
Хаммонд, который любил 
вечера, многие годы работал 
по ночам и спал днем. Это 
позволило ученому работать 
в тишине и спокойствии, не 
отвлекаясь на хозяйственные 
и административные вопросы.

Экскурсии при свечах 
помогут лучше понять как 
жили обитатели замка в 30-е 
годы прошлого века. Туры 
проходят в 6; 7; 8 вечера. 
Билеты $15. Туры лучше 
резервировать заранее, т.к. 
они весьма популярны. Доп. 
информация на сайте: ham-
mondcastle.org. Тел.: 978-
283-7673. 80 Hesperus Ave., 
Gloucester.

Замок Xaммoнд 
при свечах

In this week’s issue of the 
Journal’s Russian Chronicle, we 
report about a memorial show 
of Russian-Jewish artist Zakhar 
Shapiro who recently passed 
away in Israel.

Also included in this issue 
is a book review on a local 
Russian-speaking author.

In addition, this issue 
includes information about the 
upcoming lecture on Luis de 
Góngora y Argote, a Spanish 
Baroque lyric poet.

English Summary

Русская Хроника ~ Russian Chronicle
рекламно-информационный выпуск, том 43, номер 25

Редактор выпуска
Юлия Жорова
978-745-4111 доб. 172
yulia@jewishjournal.org

P.O. Box 2089 
2 Margin Street  

Salem, MA 01970
jewishjournal.org
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expires July 31, 2019

KARAOKE
on Fridays and
Saturdays from

8:30 pm to 
12:30 am!

ORDER ONLINE AT: 
www.fantasyislandsalem.com

516 Loring Avenue, Salem
Tel: (978) 745-1700 

Fax: (978) 740-9121
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Bank of America, Combined 
Jewish Philan thropies (CJP), 
HomeStart, United Way of 
Massachusetts Bay, and 
Merrimack Valley have offi-
cially launched the South 
Shore expansion of The Renew 
Collaborative, a program devel-
oped by HomeStart, and sup-
ported by services provided by 
Father Bill’s & MainSpring. The 
program aims to prevent home-
lessness in Massachusetts by 
significantly reducing eviction 
rates for nonpayment of rent. 

According to the Eviction Lab, 
in 2016 there were 2,300 eviction 
filings for nonpayment of rent 
in the South Shore communities 
of Brockton, Quincy, Braintree, 
Weymouth, and Randolph. 
Through the expanded Renew 
Collaborative model, short-term 

intensive case management will 
now be available to low-income 
families in Brockton, Fall River, 
and Quincy who are facing non-
payment eviction and are on the 
brink of homelessness. 

“We have an opportunity 
to permanently end all epi-
sodes of homelessness by 
way of non-payment eviction 
for Massachusetts’s working 
poor and families with subsi-
dies,” said Matthew Pritchard, 
President and Executive Director 
of HomeStart. 

The Renew Collaborative 
brings tenants and landlords to 
the table as part of the solu-
tion and reduces costs for state 
and city social services. Beyond 
immediate cost savings, sta-
bility in housing strengthens 
communities, supports educa-

tional achievement, fosters the 
opportunity for more produc-
tive lives, and protects families 
from a poverty spiral that has 
real implications on the mobil-
ity of the next generation. 

“For more than a century, CJP 
has been dedicated to support-
ing the vulnerable members of 
our community and the broader 
world. This fundamental value 
is deeply rooted in our Jewish 
tradition, which teaches that it 
is not enough for us to just take 
care of our own,” said Rabbi 
Marc Baker, president and chief 
executive officer of CJP. “In 
coming together with our local 
partners to expand the Renew 
Collaborative program we are 
working to address the root 
cause of homelessness before 
families are in crisis. 

CJP assists in HomeStart’s program

Rashi School holds graduation 

“JF&CS is a jewel in the crown 
of Boston,” said Rabbi Marc 
Baker, featured speaker at the 
JF&CS Annual Meeting on June 
4. At the meeting, JF&CS pre-
sented two annual awards to 
dedicated members of the agen-
cy and welcomed five new mem-
bers to its Board of Directors. 

Steven Weil of Newton 
received the Betsy Gross 
President’s Award for his com-
mitment to the agency as a vol-
unteer, board member, commit-
tee chair, and committee mem-
ber for more than 20 years. 

Jeff Cotton received the 
Simone Lotter Exceptional 
Service Award for his dedication 

to Schechter Holocaust Services 
as a volunteer for the past five 
years. 

The five new board members 
include Matthew Appelstein 
of Needham, who current-
ly sits on the JF&CS Finance 
Committee; Paul Gershkowitz 
of Newton, who serves on the 
Business Advisory Committee 
and is a co-chair of the 2019 
CHAI Champions event; Robin 
Gross and David Sands of 
Newton, both of whom sit on 
the JF&CS Compliance and Risk 
Management Committee; and 
Scott Krentzman of Newton, 
who serves on the JF&CS IT 
Committee.

JF&CS Annual Meeting 2019

With pride and excitement, 
26 eighth graders graduated this 
year from The Rashi School. In 
the weeks prior to graduation, 
the class of 2019 acted as ambas-
sadors at the school’s annual 
dinner, reflected on past accom-
plishments and achievements, 

and celebrated the special rela-
tionships between students, 
faculty and staff. They also 
unveiled their class gift. Each 
year, the eighth-grade class at 
Rashi bestows an original gift to 
the school as their legacy. This 
year, the class decided upon a 

water bottle-filling station. The 
students worked hard to find a 
gift that reflected their voice and 
belief in helping the environ-
ment; the water bottle is a way 
to reduce the school’s carbon 
footprint and raise awareness of 
the climate change problem.

The Rashi School 2019 graduation class

Epstein Hillel School’s 31st annual Gala will 
be held on Sunday, July 28 at the Boston Opera 
House with a pre-show reception at Legal Sea 
Foods. This year, Swampscott residents Esther and 
Arthur  Goldberg are being awarded the Dr. Bennett 
I. Solomon Community Leadership Award based 
upon their life-long commitment to Hillel and their 
outstanding philanthropy to the Jewish community 
in the North Shore and Greater Boston Area. 

Esther served as vice president for both 
Hadassah and Temple Israel Sisterhood and as a 
board member of Hillel Hebrew High School, an 
affiliate of Prozdor, while Arthur has held many 
leadership roles in the community, notably as 
a member of the Board of Directors, Finance 
Committee, and Board of Trustees at Epstein 
Hillel School (then Cohen Hillel Academy), 
as well as Greater Boston Chairman of Israel 
Bonds and president of Kernwood Country Club. 
The couple have three children: Howard – who 
is married to Jennifer Stam Goldberg, the direc-
tor of admissions and marketing at Epstein Hillel 
School; Jason – who is married to Dale Raben; and 
daughter Miriam.  They are the grandparents of 
Wes, Wyatt, Max, Vera, and Remy.

This year, Hillel will feature Tony Award-

winning “Dear Evan Hansen,” a musical about 
life and the way we live it. The New York Times 
calls it “a gut-punching, breathtaking knockout of 
a musical,” and audiences agree. Don’t miss the 
exciting opportunity to honor the Goldbergs and 
support Epstein Hillel School and its students.

For tickets, visitepsteinhillel.org or call 781-
639-2880.

Hillel School to honor Goldbergs with  
Dr. Bennett I. Solomon Community Leadership Award 

Arthur and Esther Goldberg

The Jewish Journal will print your news at no charge: birth 
announcements, engagements, weddings, job promotions, 

travel photos, special events and other simchas. Submissions 
are subject to editing for style and length. Photos are welcome 

if space permits. Send your news to the Associate Editor  
at wittner@jewishjournal.org.

Rabbi Marc Baker, Jamie Grossman, president of the JF&CS Board of 
Directors and Carl Zack, interim chief executive officer.

Rabbi Marc Baker, Lisa Morishanti, Robert Jenkins, Bill Carpenter, Matthew Pritchard, Dave Padrazo, 
Michael Durkin, John Yazwinski, came together in Brockton City Hall on June 26, to officially launch the 
expansion of The Renew Collaborative program on the South Shore. 
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From Havdalah campfires 
to Hatikvah singalongs each 
morning, alumni say that camp 
helped instill in them a strong 
and proud Jewish identity. Data 
has shown that Jewish camps 
are a particularly effective way 
of ensuring a Jewish future. A 
2011 study from the Foundation 
for Jewish Camp reported that 
adults who attended Jewish 
camp were 37 percent more 
likely to celebrate Shabbat, 45 
percent more likely to attend 
a synagogue, and 55 percent 
more likely to feel emotionally 
attached to Israel. 

“Whether it’s day camp or 
overnight camp, I think it’s 
because it’s a Jewish commu-
nity, and you’re part of it all 
day, every day,” said Samiljan. 
“Jewish community is the iden-
tity of the camp, and you do 
things like Shabbat that stay 
with you, because it’s your fond-
est memories.” 

Jewish camps infuse Jewish 
culture into the day in different 
ways. Camp Menorah, a recent-
ly-closed day camp in Essex, 

began each morning by sing-
ing Hatikvah, brought in Israeli 
counselors to teach Israeli cul-
ture and dancing, and hosted 
a “Purim in July” celebration. 
Camps like Bauercrest, Tevya, 
and Simchah hosted Shabbat 
services each week, and have 
campers recite Jewish prayers 
before each meal. Sorkin 
recalled naming Simchah bunks 
after biblical tribes. Notably, the 
Eli and Bessie Cohen Camps, 
a Wellesley-based organization 
that oversees Tevya, Camp Tel 
Noar, and Camp Pembroke, 
takes their oldest campers on 
the four-week Dor L’Dor trip to 
Israel.  

Yet despite these benefits, 
Jewish summer camp atten-
dance has waxed and waned 
over the years. In recent 
decades, some worried that 
the traditional Jewish summer 
camp was becoming obsolete 
as increasingly secular parents 
sought out more specialized 
camps, and college students 
applied for internships instead 
of becoming counselors. “In 

recent years, in addition to a 
lot of educational camping, 
you see a lot of specialty camp-
ing, so if I’m worried my little 
genius won’t get into college, I 
send them to a sports camp, or 
a music camp, or a computer 
camp,” said Jonathan Sarna, 
Brandeis University professor of 
American Jewish History. 

Yet data shows that Jewish 
summer camp attendance 
remains strong, and is even 
growing. According to a study 
by the Foundation for Jewish 
Camp, enrollment in nonprofit 
Jewish day and overnight camps 
has increased by 20 percent over 
the past decade. Last summer, 
300 Jewish camps across North 
America hosted 180,000 Jewish 
youth. “Last year my daughter’s 
bunk was packed – there were 
bunkbeds in every slot, and 

there used to be singles,” said 
Michael Rosen, a Marblehead-
based Tevya alumnus who now 
sends his daughters there. 

But camps are still adapting 
to the current market in differ-
ent ways. Berger reports that 
camps now offer more flexible 
time commitments, and many 
campers are staying for shorter 
amounts of time than they used 
to in order to attend different 
types of camps. Several camp 
alumni report that their chil-
dren (many of whom attend the 
same camp they once did) now 
enjoy many more creative and 
varied activities, among them 
rocketry, robotics, and improv 
comedy. Judi Simmons, who 
was the executive director of 
Camp Menorah, said that to 
stand out in a crowded market, 
Menorah promoted its lake, and 

became “not an arts camp, not a 
sports camp, but really a water 
camp, with a Jewish focus” and 
was one of the only Jewish day 
camps able to offer activities 
like kayaking, canoeing, paddle-
boarding, and tubing because 
of its location on the shores of 
Chebacco Lake. 

“There’s still a lot of camp-
ers staying full summer and not 
going to the specialty camps or 
one week camps,” said Berger. 
“I think that’s because overnight 
camp is a place where campers 
can be themselves, they can be 
comfortable in who they are, 
they can participate in a variety 
of activities in a safe environ-
ment with great counselors and 
awesome friends. There’s a say-
ing now: living ten [months] for 
two [months.]”

Jewish summer camps adapt, evolve
from page 1

Camp Tevya photo
Current and former campers and counselors attended Camp Tevya’s 80th reunion in June.

Photo: Michael Wittner/Journal Staff
Ken Sorkin of Marblehead fondly remembers his camp days.

vocal voices in the Senate to 
take aim at Israel’s public poli-
cies. In 2015, she was one of 
60 Democrats who declined to 
attend Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s address 
to Congress on Iran. Warren was 
also one of the first senators to 
support the former U.S.-Iran 
nuclear deal, and last year she 
condemned President Donald 
Trump’s decision to withdraw 
from the agreement. 

On the campaign trail, 
Warren has also been highly 
critical of Netanyahu. On Feb. 
28, she wrote on Twitter, “First 
embracing right-wing extrem-
ism. Now manipulating a free 
press, accepting bribes, and 
trading government favors. 
The allegations against Prime 
Minister Netanyahu are serious 
and cut to the heart of a func-
tioning democracy.”

Last month, Warren and 
Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders 
were the only presidential can-
didates to support a proposed 
Senate resolution against 
annexation of the West Bank. It 
warned that “unilateral annexa-
tion of portions of the West Bank 
would jeopardize prospects for a 
two-state solution, harm Israel’s 
relationship with its Arab neigh-
bors, threaten Israel’s Jewish and 
democratic identity, and under-
mine Israel’s security.”

In a statement, IfNotNow 

quoted Lubow, a New Hamp-
shire college student. “It is excit-
ing to hear that Warren is willing 
to commit to putting pressure 
on Israel to end its 52 year-long 
military occupation of the 
Palestinian people. This is a 
clear break with AIPAC’s status 
quo where politicians pay lip 
service to the two-state solution 
but do nothing to actually pres-
sure the Israeli government to 
end the daily nightmare for 
Palestinians. I eagerly await the 
specifics behind Warren’s new, 
bold commitment,” said Lubow.

Meanwhile, a staff member 
of Warren’s presidential cam-
paign was thrust into the spot-
light this week for past incen-
diary remarks about Israel and 
American Jews, and for deleting 
a Twitter post where he wrote 
that he would “totally be friends 

with Hamas.”
Max Berger, director for pro-

gressive partnerships for Warren’s 
presidential campaign, has 
long been critical of Israel and 
American Jewry, according to 
the website Canarymission.org. 
In 2013, Berger endorsed Hamas 
on Twitter – a post that has been 
deleted: “Confession: I would 
totally be friends with Hamas.”

Berger is co-founder of the 
IfNotNow organization, which 
has criticized Israel’s treatment 
of Palestinians, and demands 
that American Jewish institu-
tions “end their support for the 
occupation.” Over the last sev-
eral years, Berger has used social 
media to repeatedly condemn 
Israel. In 2014, he compared 
Israeli political parties to ISIS 
and Hamas. “If Hamas is ISIS, 
what is Jewish Home? Or Likud? 
Your coalition seems more 
analogous to Hamas than ISIS,” 

he wrote. Also in 2014, he sug-
gested that Israel was an apart-
heid state. “I dare anyone to 
visit Hebron and tell me what’s 
happening there doesn’t look 
an awful lot like apartheid,” he 
wrote. In 2014, he also took aim 
at American Jews. “Sometimes 
I feel the biggest obstacle to 
peace in Israel-Palestine is the 
bigotry of American Jews. Case 
in point: @JeffreyGoldberg’s TL,” 
he wrote, adding a reference to 
Atlantic magazine editor Jeffrey 
Goldberg.

He has also been openly 
supportive of the Boycott, 
Divestment, Sanctions move-
ment against Israel. “I support 
BDS because ultimately it’s the 
only way to stop the occupa-
tion. Personally, I care more 
about equal rights than a Jewish 
state,” Berger wrote on Twitter in 
2017. Earlier, in 2014, he wrote 
on Twitter, “BDS disciplines a 

collective actor: the Israeli state. 
It is legitimate collective target 
because it’s a collective actor.”

In the past, Berger was arrest-
ed for refusing to leave the lobby 
of the Conference of Presidents 
of Major American Jewish 
Organizations (Conference of 
Presidents) building in New York. 

Warren campaign spokesper-
son Chris Hayden told JNS.org 
that the tweet by Berger about 
Hamas was taken out of context. 
Hayden referred to tweets by 
Washington Post politics report-
er Dave Weigel, who tweeted 
that “Berger tweeted that the 
day that [Mother Jones reporter 
Dan Friedman] exposed a false 
claim that [former Nebraska 
senator and U.S. Secretary of 
Defense] Chuck Hagel spoke to 
‘Friends of Hamas.’”

Hagel, who was a Republican 
senator from Nebraska, faced 
opposition by some in the pro-
Israel community when he 
was nominated as secretary of 
defense under President Barack 
Obama in 2013 and confirmed 
by the Senate following a fili-
buster by Republicans.

Weigel added that, “Berger 
was obviously getting in on a 
Twitter joke; it’s ridiculous to 
claim he just was revealing his 
pro-terror sympathies.”

JNS.org contributed to this 
article. 

Warren calls for end of ‘occupation’
from page 1

Max Berger, left, director for progressive partnerships for Warren’s 
presidential campaign and his deleted 2013 Twitter post.
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