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Massachusetts has strong hate crime 
laws to combat anti-Semitic violence. But 
laws aren’t applied as vigorously as they 
could be in a state where more than four 
out of five hate crimes – most of which 
involve vandalism or harassment – go 
unpunished.

That’s the takeaway of criminal justice 
experts who say obtaining more con-
victions in the Commonwealth depends 
on more consistent enforcement of laws 
already on the books. 

From police departments that aren’t 
accustomed to writing up hate crime 
reports to prosecutors who drop charg-
es during plea negotiations, the system 
offers many escape hatches where the 
accused can avoid a reckoning.  

The Anti-Defamation League empha-
sizes the need for more police train-
ing as a key to getting more arrests and 
convictions. Results will improve when 
police officers statewide recognize bias 
indicators, ensure that they are noted in 
reports, and make sure the case is investi-
gated as a possible hate crime, according 
to ADL New England Regional Director 
Robert Trestan.

“That is the best way to ensure that 
these cases are prosecuted,” Trestan said.

In the latest anti-Semitic incidents, 
swastikas were discovered on the walls 
of academic buildings at UMass Amherst 
and Smith College. 

“I am sickened and I am angry. Acts 
like this are meant to incite fear and divi-
sion,” Smith College President Kathleen 
McCartney said in a letter to the Smith 
community. 

Campus police have launched an 
investigation into the incident, she 
said, but there are no suspects. The 
Northampton Police Department is 
assisting the Smith investigation, said 
Northampton Police Chief Jody Kasper. 

“Maybe part of their investigation 
would lead out into the broader com-
munity and we might assist them with 
that,” said Kasper, who also serves on the 
Governor’s Task Force on Hate Crimes. 
“Whatever they would need – it could be 
technology, it could be guidance on par-
ticular laws – we’re here to assist.”

The hunt for perpetrators of North 
Shore incidents continues too, albeit with 
no more success in many cases. After 
someone hung Holocaust-denying flyers 
at Marblehead’s Temple Emanu-El last 
July, police posted online high-quality 
surveillance footage of the incident and 
questioned more than one individual, 
according to Marblehead Police Chief 
Robert Picariello. Police could bring 

defacement of property as well as hate 
crime charges in the case, Picariello said, 
but they don’t yet have a suspect. The 
investigation is ongoing.

“One of the elements of this thing 
was the fact that people were spreading 
their message of hate,” via an act of mar-
ring property, Picariello said. “People are 
denying the Holocaust and doing that on 
a temple … We’ve taken every tip serious-
ly and have followed up on everything 
that we could.” 

Other incidents have also frustrated 
Marblehead. Anti-Semitic graffiti on the 
causeway in 2017 could lead to vandal-
ism and hate crime charges, Picariello 
said, but the case remains unsolved in 
the absence of a suspect or witnesses. In 
2016, someone wrote “Jews did 9/11” in 
dirt at a Marblehead ball field, but that 
might not constitute vandalism, accord-
ing to Picariello. 

“Were we to find the person and they 
solely drew in the dirt, I’m not sure we’d 
have a crime to be honest with you,” 
Picariello said.

Police need all the help they can get 
in solving vandalism cases, which often 
occur without witnesses and are tough 
to crack even when multiple detectives 
are on the hunt. Training police to rec-
ognize what constitutes a hate crime can 
help and was a priority of last year’s con-
tinuing education curriculum for police 
statewide.

Yet as important as training is, it’s 
not a panacea for what’s missing in 
many police departments, according to 
Kasper.  

“A lot of things are just about chang-
ing a culture,” Kasper said. Some offi-
cers “maybe don’t feel comfortable or 

don’t have an understanding of, ‘Hey, 
when you have a vandalism with swas-
tikas, that’s a hate crime and we’re going 
to start documenting those, organizing 
them and classifying them that way.’ 
Sometimes it’s just a change from the 
way things have been done.” 

The dearth of hate crime convictions 
“has been a problem for a long time, 

and it’s a problem in every state,” said 
Jack McDevitt, a Northeastern University 
criminologist and hate crime expert. “It 
sends a message back to the victims and 
to members of the victims’ communities 
that we’re not going to convict on a hate 
crime charge. And so we’re not going to 
offer you that protection.” 

Hate crimes in Massachusetts include 
those in which someone is victimized via 
assault, battery, larceny, or vandalism. 
The act becomes a hate crime subject to 
stiffer penalties – such as up to five years 
in prison for battery – when the viola-
tion involves “intent to intimidate such 
person because of such person’s race, 
color, religion, national origin, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, or disability.” 
Intentionally damaging a house of wor-
ship also triggers extra consequences, 
including up to five years in prison. 

Most reported hate crimes go unsolved 
in Massachusetts. From 2016 through 
2018, fewer than 18 percent of cases (141 
out of 788) resulted in an arrest, according 
to data filed with the National Incident-
Based Reporting System. Convictions are 
rarer still. Among those charged with 
hate crimes in Essex County between 
2016 and 2018, only 31 percent (11 out of 
35) were determined to be guilty.

Hate crimes are intrinsically tough 
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Photos: Marblehead Police Department
Security video showed the suspect posting a Holocaust denial flyer at Marblehead’s 
Temple Emanu-El in July. There have been no arrests in the case.
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AMHERST – Five swastikas were dis-
covered at the UMass Amherst Fine Arts 
Center last week, just days after a similar 
incident at nearby Smith College.

The swastikas, drawn in chalk on the 
building’s walls, were removed by cam-
pus staff shortly after they were report-

ed. The university’s police department is 
investigating, according to a university 
spokesperson. 

“This act of hate is an affront to the 
university’s values,” Ed Blaguszewski, a 
university spokesman, said in a state-
ment. “We reject this hateful act and 
remain firm in our commitment to 
building a more inclusive, equitable 

UMass Amherst Fine Arts Center, where five swastikas were found Oct. 30.

Five swastikas found at  
UMass Amherst Fine Arts Center

continued on page 25

continued on page 28



978.664.2600
Visit: 141 Elm Street in Andover, MA

Online: StoneHillAndover.com

Call to speak with Dina or Patty:

Living Well 
& Loving Life

at Stone Hill

Bo & Barbara enjoying a Stone Hill excursion

We’ll make the decision easier.
Ask our team about arranging moving services.

“My wife and I just love our beautiful new home. The 
entire Stone Hill team is outstanding. It is a very happy, 

friendly family here on the Hill. 
It really is all-inclusive living at its best!”  

- Bo & Barbara K. Stone Hill Residents

15 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE
SERVING SENIORS IN NEW ENGLAND

2 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – NOVEMBER 7, 2019 



By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

AMHERST – For the second 
time this year, UMass Amherst 
will host a panel featuring vari-
ous activists in favor of the 
Boycott, Divestment & Sanctions 
(BDS) movement.

Moderated this time by 
pro-BDS activist and former 
Women’s March co-chair Linda 
Sarsour, “Criminalizing Dissent: 
The Attack on BDS and Pro-
Palestinian Speech” will take 
place on November 12 at 6:30 
p.m. at the UMass Amherst Fine 
Arts Center. It will be free and 
open to the public.

The event is sponsored by the 
Media Education Foundation, 
the nonprofit run by Sut Jhally, 
chair of the UMass Amherst 
Department of Communication, 
that organized the “Not Backing 
Down” panel in May. It is co-
sponsored by the UMass 
Amherst Resistance Studies 
Initiative, an academic program 
studying protest movements.

According to the event web-
site, it aims to “address accel-
erating efforts by US political 
leaders, pro-Israel lobbying 
groups and college and univer-
sity administrators to silence, 
smear and criminalize sup-
porters of BDS, a nonviolent 
movement that aims to hold 
Israel accountable for its ongo-
ing human rights abuses and 
its illegal 50-year occupation of 
Palestinian land.”

This event is billed as a fol-
low-up to the May event and 
will feature a different crop of 
panelists.

In addition to Sarsour, the 
event will feature Harvard pro-
fessor Cornel West, who has 
dismissed Jewish historical con-
nections to the Land of Israel, 
labeled it an apartheid state 
and equated the actions of the 
IDF with Hamas; and Omar 
Bhargouti, a co-founder of the 
BDS movement and founder 
of the Palestinian Campaign 
for the Academic and Cultural 
Boycott of Israel.

The event is not spon-
sored or endorsed by the uni-
versity, which said in a state-
ment by Chancellor Kumble 
Subbaswamy that it is permitting 
the event on campus because 
“as a public institution, UMass is 
bound by the First Amendment 
to the Constitution to apply a 
content-neutral standard when 

making facilities available to 
outside organizations.”

The statement continued: 
“It is troubling that such a one-
dimensional, polarizing event 
should take place on our cam-
pus. A panel discussion where 
only one perspective is shared 
does little to increase the under-
standing of such a complex 
topic like the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. Furthermore, because 
the BDS position in general fails 
to acknowledge the humanity 
on the Israeli side of the con-
flict and is considered by many 
as anti-Semitic, the upcoming 
event could very well alienate 
many of our Jewish students and 
other members of our campus 
community.”

Many Jewish organizations 
have praised Subbaswamy’s 
comments, but 132 faculty 
members published an open 
letter criticizing them, writ-
ing: “While we appreciate the 
chancellor’s stated commit-
ment to freedom of speech and 
his refusal to cancel either this 
event or the equally contro-
versial event that occurred on 
May 4, his recent statement falls 
far short of the robust defense 
of academic freedom and the 
integrity of the campus com-
munity that we expect of our 
chancellor. Indeed, whether 
wittingly or not, his statement 
lends credence and legitimacy 
to the claims of those who have 
been fighting to silence criticism 
of Israeli violations of human 
rights, and to vilify those who 
publicly press these criticisms, 
including students, faculty and 
staff on this campus.”

On the other hand, many 
Jewish organizations praised the 
statement.

“We are grateful for Chan-
cellor Subbaswamy’s statement 
about the upcoming event,” 
wrote UMass Hillel Executive 
Director Rabbi Aaron Fine in a 
statement.

“Recent anti-Israel events on 

campus have promoted dog-
matic narratives and sentiment 
which convey a reductionist 
and dehumanizing portrait of 
Israel,” Fine continued. “Student 
questions have been belittled 
and it has been made clear there 
is no room for alternative view-
points, all in the name of justice 
and intersectionality. It is a real-
ity that many Jewish students 
and other members of our cam-
pus community feel less safe to 
express their identity as a result 
of the tenor, scale and messages 
of these events.”

The New England Anti-
Defamation League echoed 
these sentiments. In a state-
ment, Executive Director Robert 
Trestan praised Subbaswamy’s 
remarks and noted: “Our experi-
ence indicates that programs of 
this nature are highly divisive 
and polarizing, impacting Jewish 
students’ sense of belonging, as 
well as their sense of safety and 
security on campus.”

Stephanie Margolis, a native 
of Acton who is active with 
the Student Alliance for Israel 
(SAFI), Hillel and other Jewish 
and pro-Israel groups on cam-
pus, has said events like these 
make her question her place at 
the university.

“It definitely makes me a feel 
a little unwelcome, and it makes 

me aware that there are spaces 
on this campus where I am not 
welcome at all,” she said.

Margolis attended the event 
in May and said that she and 
other pro-Israel students were 
ridiculed by panelists when they 
tried to present opposing view-
points.

“I attend these events to try to 
understand their point of view 
and see if I can meet them half-
way, and instead of answering 
and having a discussion with 
me, it’s always grandstand and 
escalate the situation to a point 
where there is no dialogue and 
they don’t see me as a human,” 

she said.
After the May event, Margolis 

and other members of SAFI 
organized “Dare2Discuss.” They 
set up a table and poster-board 
on campus and invited students 
to talk to them and post a vari-
ety of viewpoints and questions 
so long as they affirmed Israel’s 
basic right to exist and were not 
blatantly anti-Semitic.

Margolis said the table was 
an encouraging success, and 
that she and her SAFI peers had 
decided that instead of attend-
ing the panel like they did last 
time, they’ll once again set up a 
table and listen.
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UMass Amherst to host second pro-BDS panel this year;  
Chancellor voices disapproval

Panelists at the May 4 “Not Backing Down” event.
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Not long after a powerful 
storm knocked out trees and 
power across the state, a group of 
young people gathered together 
on a cold, soggy field at Project 
Adventure in Beverly. In an ad 
hoc mélange of differing levels 
of English, Russian and Hebrew, 
the group helped each other 
strap into harnesses, ascend the 
heights of a small cliff and then 
sail effortlessly through the air 
once they’d scaled the top.

Only on a mifgash (encoun-
ter) between two melting-pot 
cultures is such a truly unique 
set of sights and sounds even 
possible.

From October 17 to 22, 10 
Russian-Jewish teens from 
across the North Shore wel-
comed back old friends: 15 
Russian-Israeli students at the 
Ironi Aleph Education Center 
in Haifa, who had once hosted 
them for a few days after the end 
of their Y2I trip.

Now, as part of the Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies Boston-
Haifa Connection, a 30-year-
old partnership promoting 
relationships between the two 
respective communities, the 
Americans were able to return 
the favor, and teens who attend-
ed the 2018 and 2019 Y2I trips 
were able to host the Israelis 
they’d befriended.

In 2018, the first year the mif-
gash was offered as an optional 
extension of the trip for North 
Shore teens, there was no home-
stay; everyone stayed in a Haifa 
hotel. But this past summer 
there was, and the respective 
groups were able to compare 
and contrast Russian-Jewish 

home life in different places.
Gregory Vinitsker, a junior at 

Swampscott High School who 
participated in a homestay in 
Haifa this past summer, said 
that Russian parents everywhere 
are similar.

“We all had jokes about par-
ents making fun of you in front 
of others, because that’s what 
happened to me; being overfed; 
having too much food at the 
table; getting gifts for everyone; 
making sure you give gifts to 
your families,” he said.

“There was the same Russian 
grandma there, asking if we were 
hungry, offering everyone food,” 
said Jessica Sapozhnik, a junior 
at Salem High School who also 
did a homestay in Haifa.

However, there were a few 
differences.

Vinitsker and Sapozhnik both 
noted that Israeli teens tend to 
go out more with their friends 
than Americans. Perhaps it’s to 
get a bit of breathing room from 
the antics detailed above. Most 
Israelis, especially in big cities 
like Haifa, live in relatively small 
apartments, so they were sur-
prised to see how much space 
American suburbs offer.

“In Middleton, we’re not on 
top of each other in terms of the 
houses…. They were fascinated 
by the fact that I have stairs,” 
said Daniel Groysman, a senior 
at Masconomet Regional High 
School in Boxford.

Alan Chak, who also lives 
in Middleton and attends 
Masconomet, said that his Israeli 
friend Daniel’s “jaws dropped” 
when he drove him through the 
mansions of the wealthier sec-
tion of town.

The Israelis were similarly 
impressed by the size, scope and 
cleanliness of Boston.

“They said they’d never seen 
anything like it,” said Chak. “It 
gave me a new appreciation for 
Boston. They said the architec-
ture is completely different, and 
there’s crowds of people every-
where.”

They also explored Jewish 
life in and around Boston. 
For Boston-Haifa Connection 
Project Manager Marla Olsberg, 
it was important that the Israelis 
experience a number of differ-
ent Jewish institutions to get a 
better sense of Jewish life in the 
Diaspora.

“It was very important to 

have the kids interact with dif-
ferent images of Judaism,” said 
Olsberg.

“There’s a lot of gray here, and 
in Israel, there’s a lot more black 
and white, and we really wanted 
them to see that a lot of people 
live in the gray,” she went on. “In 
Israel, you’re either religious or 
you’re secular, and they don’t see 
the middle.” 

The teens visited the Epstein 
Hillel School and the JCC in 
Marblehead, and then attend-
ed a Friday night Kabbalat 
Shabbat service at Congregation 
Shirat Hayam, a Conservative 
synagogue in Swampscott with 
musical instruments and yoga 
on Shabbat. These were things 
that would be hard to find at 
most Israeli synagogues.

They later celebrated Simchat 
Torah at Temple Emanu-El in 
Marblehead, and met with Rabbi 
Marcia Plumb of Congregation 
Mishkan Tefila in Brookline, 
which was the first time many of 
them met a female rabbi or saw 
a woman wearing a yarmulke.

This led to interesting discus-
sions between the two groups 
about their own Jewish prac-
tices.

Judaism was banned in the 
Soviet Union, so both Russian-
Americans and Russian-Israelis 
are largely secular. (Many of the 
Israelis said Kiddush for the first 
time in their lives while attend-
ing synagogue.) But the general 
secularism manifests itself dif-
ferently in the two countries.

Many noted that Israelis 
live in a majority Jewish coun-
try, meaning that Judaism is all 
around them even if they don’t 
belong to a synagogue and eat 
sushi on Rosh Hashana, like 

the family of Groysman’s friend, 
Vladi Kalynskyy.

“In Israel, there’s such a large 
Jewish presence, and they don’t 
really see a need because life 
around them is so Jewish,” said 
Groysman. “But in the United 
States, we’re a much smaller 
group, so we tend to want to be 
doing more.”

Jewish studies are part of 
Israeli public school curricu-
lums, so all young people there 
have a baseline understand-
ing of the religion in a way that 
Americans who don’t attend 
Hebrew school do not. But the 
Israeli visitors got to experience 
a different type of education 
when they spent a morning at 
their American friends’ schools.

They were generally greet-
ed warmly, and Olsberg noted 
that some principals came out 
to greet the students. In Chak’s 
American Government class, 
his friend Daniel spoke with the 
teacher about ways in which 
Israeli and American govern-
ments differ.

“[Daniel] said that there’s a 
lot more open-ended discussion 
with the teacher, so instead of 
the teacher lecturing the class, 
there are more students contrib-
uting,” said Chak.

Other Israelis said they found 
Americans to be more quiet and 
attentive in class; that American 
classes last too long; and the 
schools don’t give students 
enough time to socialize during 
the day.

Everyone pointed out that 
even though the Israelis imme-
diately go on to serve in the 
military while Americans go to 
college, both groups have par-
ents that place a high premium 
on the importance of education.

That was one of many aspects 
of Russian culture that helped 
the two groups bond despite all 
their differences.

“Even though we’re in two 
different parts of the world, the 
ways we’ve culturally assimi-
lated into the countries that we 
live in, with our Russian back-
grounds, are very similar – the 
candies, the foods, the shows, 
the toys,” said Groysman. “That 
was the extra connection that 
helped us make friends in the 
first place.”
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From Haifa with love: Russian-Jewish teens welcome  
Russian-Israelis to the North Shore

Victoria Kourchin of Haifa participates in a ropes course at Project 
Adventure in Beverly.

American and Israeli teens celebrate Simchat Torah at Temple Emanu-El in Marblehead. 
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MARBLEHEAD – Who 
wouldn’t want to be welcomed 
to a neighborhood?

This was the idea envisioned 
by Rabbi David Meyer of Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead as 
he reimagined the synagogue 
in 2012. Now, five years after 
the introduction of the “neigh-
borhood” concept in 2014, the 
temple is bustling with activity 
– so much so that its resources 
are being stretched to capacity.

“Three overarching ideas 
guided us in our decision to 
reorganize around the concept 
of neighborhoods,” says Meyer.

“First is that we wanted 
the temple’s programming to 
emerge from the relationships 
formed between members, and 
not the other way around,” he 
explains. “Second, we wanted 
to give members an opportu-
nity to be creators, not consum-
ers, of Jewish life. And third, we 
wanted to replace the concept 
of membership with the idea of 
belonging.”

In the spirit of the last prin-
ciple, Temple Emanu-El was 
the first area synagogue that 
dropped its dues requirement 
in favor of individual pledges. 

Throughout the process, 
Meyer and his leadership team 
were intent on transitioning 
from the transactional element 
of temple life – the member pays 
a certain amount in dues and 
gets certain services in return – 
to a relational system, in which 
members coalesce organically 
into areas of interest and cre-
ate grassroots programming to 
meet their own interests. 

To further develop their 
ideas, the temple retained a full-
time consultant, Rabbi Margie 
Klein, to collect input from 50 
members who, in turn, led indi-
vidual house meetings to dis-
cuss the congregation’s “wish 
list.” After hearing from over 200 
congregants, the team gathered 
the statistics and anecdotes 
together and developed the 
neighborhood structure. 

The “neighborhoods” at 
Temple Emanu-El now include 
a dozen active groups whose 
members – and even non-
members – can join or leave 
at will. They include: Families 
with Children, Jewish Learning, 
Bodies in Motion, Social 
Action, Jewish Music, Senior 
Connection, Holidays Together 
and several others.

The temple maintains 
its traditional Sisterhood, 
Brotherhood, and youth groups, 
and individual task forces 
to deal with other important 
issues, such as security and 

finances. 
A full-time director, Shelby 

Chapper, helps the groups by 
managing meeting spaces, 
ordering food, overseeing custo-
dial needs and the like.

“She makes everything hap-
pen,” is the way some of those 
who work with her describe her. 

Meyer says the neighbor-
hoods “build on themselves” 
and get people involved in syna-
gogue life.

“It’s no coincidence that ser-
vice attendance has doubled or 
tripled in the last five years since 
we started the neighborhoods,” 
he says. “People enjoy seeing 
people they know at services, 
and when they come to services, 
they tend to meet more people. 
Most of our members primarily 
connect through social interac-
tion.”

One key requirement in 
forming a new neighborhood is 
recruiting someone to lead it.

Mark Sherf, a long-time 
Emanu-El member, co-leads 
the Bodies in Motion neighbor-
hood with Richie Kessel. Sherf 
also launched the Book Group 
neighborhood, in which he also 
participates. 

“The temple has been good 
to my family,” says Sherf. “We’ve 
had a wonderful experience here 
and I wanted to give back to the 
congregation in the best way I 
could – by generating activities 
that would get people moving, 
going, and seeing things, often 
outside of the temple.”

So far, the Bodies in Motion 
neighborhood has gone pad-
dling and taken a historical 
Jewish tour of Marblehead (led 
by Sherf, a college history pro-
fessor), and is planning a multi-
generational Frisbee outing and 
a private tour of the Peabody 
Essex Museum addition. 

“The temple is not just for 
davening [praying] anymore,” 
says Sherf. “In a way, we’re expe-
riencing a throwback to the days 
of our parents and grandpar-
ents, when the temple was the 
hub of social activity.”

Congregations around the 
country have contacted Meyer 
to learn more about Temple 
Emanu-El’s neighborhood 
model, and he is more than 
happy to share its experience 
and consult with others look-
ing to remodel their own syna-
gogue. 

“There are many entranc-
es to temple life, and through 
the neighborhood program, 
we’ve created a systematic way 
of opening new doors,” says 
Meyer. “Neighborhoods are 
where relationships are forged, 
and the temple is built on rela-
tionships. There are no barriers 
here. Everybody’s welcome.”

The “Bodies in Motion” neighborhood enjoys a walk at Lynn Woods.

Marblehead’s Temple Emanu-El 
shares new model for  
congregational life
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By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF 

What is your Jewish background?

I was Reform, and I went to Temple Emanu-El. Had 
two Jewish parents. I had a b’nai mitzvah with my 
sister – we’re a year and a half apart, which at the time 
was kind of a relief to have my sister take the spotlight, 
so it kind of took a lot of the heat and pressure off, 
being able to share it. Judaism still plays a role in my 
life – I still am friends with a lot of people that I knew 
growing up and being Jewish, so there’s definitely a 
bond there. Passover is still a big holiday in my family. 
I also definitely feel like I relate to the humor. 

How did you get into selling real 
estate in New York City? 

It’s in my family, it’s what my dad does, and I was 
living with my boyfriend, who’s a teacher here, and I 
had a lot of friends doing real estate, and so I thought 
I’d give it a shot. 

What’s the New York City market 
like right now?

Right now, the median price of a one-bedroom 
rental in Manhattan is $3,000 a month, but it can go 
a lot higher than that. You can see one-bedrooms in 
the sixes at Hudson Yards [a new, high-profile real 
estate and office development on the Hudson River], 
I’m pretty sure what the average small, one-bedroom 
goes for, like $6,000 a month. Meanwhile the median 
price of a condo is probably over a million dollars. I 
sold all over the city, but Long Island City [in Queens], 
where I live is really popular. And a lot of young 
people are moving into the Upper East Side – it was 
a very old neighborhood. The demand is crazy in 
New York. You can usually tell who’s more serious and 
who’s not. In New York you have to act immediately, 
so unless someone doesn’t want to act immediately, 
they’re probably not gonna get it. And in the rental 
market, someone’s probably gonna take it that day. A 
lot of people in New York City real estate are very ruth-
less, it’s not just something you see on “Million Dollar 
Listing” – one woman when she met me described 
herself as a “shark.” But I don’t think most are like that, 

but it’s definitely part of the culture. I enjoy that from 
a distance – it was thrilling to watch people screaming 
on the phone, but that was never my style, and never 
has been. They scream about deals that have fallen 
through, they were screaming about other brokers 
that they stole their deal, people would scream. I was 
briefly at a real estate office in Queens – that was the 
first place I did real estate in New York. There was a 
lot of screaming there. The arguments on the Upper 
West Side were definitely less loud in volume, but just 
as intense. There’s something about real estate in New 
York where it’s just part of the DNA of the city. A lot of 
people who are in it, their families have been in it for 
generations. It’s just part of the city.

Right now, you’re co-directing 
Shakespeare’s “As You Like It” for 
homeschooled kids here on the 
North Shore.

It started with my friend Molly Booth, who’s an 
author. She’s written two books for a young adult pub-
lishing house, and they’re Shakespeare adaptations. 
She and I met teaching at Arts at Tower. The class 
runs during the daytime, when most other kids are 
at school, and Molly was homeschooled all the way 
through high school, so she’s always been passionate 
about community things for homeschooled kids to 
let them socialize with other kids, and she also loves 
Shakespeare, so it was her idea to create the class. 
She’s run it for a couple other years before this, but 
it’s my first year with them. I don’t think them being 
home-schooled makes any difference, but they’re all 
a really good bunch of kids. They’re all very smart, 
and they all get the play, even the youngest ones who 
are nine. 

You were also a waiter at Carolines 
on Broadway, a famous New York 
comedy club.

Yeah, I was there for about a year. I wasn’t the best 
at that job, but it was probably the most fun I’ve ever 
had, just with the personalities who would walk into 
the club. You never knew what was gonna happen. 
Rosie O’Donnell signed my Rosie O’Donnell doll – 
that was definitely a highlight. 

Millennials The

Doug Pass, 29
Hebrew name: David Wolf

Hometown: Swampscott

Currently living in: Astoria, Queens

Alma maters: Swampscott High School ’09,  
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill ’13

Job: Co-director, Brave New Players

Favorite food: Greek

Favorite music: I’m a pop music person: the Spice 
Girls, Britney Spears, Kylie Minogue

Favorite movies: “Spice World,” “Poltergeist”

Favorite books: Harry Potter series, “Catch and Kill” 
by Ronan Farrow

Favorite TV shows: “RuPaul’s Drag Race,” “Kath & 
Kim,” “Westworld”

Favorite travel destination: Bermuda

Place you want to go next: Paris

Favorite North Shore spot: Captain Pizza, 
Swampscott

Favorite Jewish person not in  
your family: Marla Gay, and Barbara Sidman

Favorite Jewish holiday: Passover
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Yes, doctors still make house calls. Care Dimensions’ HomeMD  
service ensures patients who have difficulty leaving their homes benefit 

from personalized medical care no matter where they  
live - in private residences, rest homes, or assisted living facilities.

The HomeMD service is ideal for patients who may be physically fragile, 
suffer from memory loss, or are managing complex chronic conditions. 

The HomeMD team has years of experience caring for elderly patients.

Caring for you where you live!

HomeMD will begin seeing patients on November 1, 2019. 
Please contact us to register a patient or learn more about the 

HomeMD service.

Introducing 

Mark Messenger, MD Kristin Chouinard, NP

Register for HomeMD today: 888-281-0011

Providing primary care services in-home  
to patients 65 years and older.

Yuri Shamritsky, DMD, DDS

Fiza Singh, DDS, MMSc, FRCD(c)

Paul B. Talkov, DMD, CAGS

Andrea Chung Shah, DMD

James V. Pastore, DMD

Miguel A. Roque, DMD, MMSc
 Brookline Peabody Lynn Newboryport Gloucester Beverly
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By Sheila Barth
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Shira and Ava Robinson of 
Needham are almost-7-year-old 
fraternal twins who look alike, 
but couldn’t be more different.

Ava’s voice is deeper. She 
enunciates every word. Shira 
speaks excitedly, rapidly, in a 
higher pitch.

Ava, who attends Montessori 
School in Needham, wants to 
be a fashion designer. Shira, a 
student at Mitchell School, also 
in Needham, is scientific. She 
wants to be an astronaut. 

They agree on one thing: 
They enjoy doing kind things 
for people in need and regularly 
donate their Shabbat quarter-
coins to good causes. Also, twice 
annually, they save, count, and 
donate their quarters to chari-
ties they choose, including 
Hadassah, Franklin Park Zoo, 
and the Jimmy Fund.

Daughters of high school 
writing teacher Matt Robinson, 
formerly of Marblehead, and his 
wife, Emily, a nephrologist/kid-
ney specialist at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital, they some-

times like going to their moth-
er’s place of work.

Emily treats seriously ill 
peoples and others on dialysis. 
The twins draw and color there, 
but prefer visiting patients and 
making them smile.

A while ago, while visiting 
their grandparents and uncle in 
New York, Shira noticed home-
less people on the streets.

“I think poor people don’t 
have as much as we do, and 
they should have something. We 
can’t get to everybody, but we 
give what we can,” she says, 
referring to their Shabbat quar-
ters.

After watching the movie 
“Annie” on TV, Shira and Ava 
also realized that some children 
lack parents and live in orphan-
ages.

“I cried,” Ava says.
“We know children in the 

world who don’t have what we 
do,” says Shira.

So Shira decided to help 
orphans, the needy, and the 
homeless by arm-knitting 
warm, wrap-around scarves.

With arm-knitting, you use 

The tzedakah of twins Shira 
and Ava Robinson touches, 
inspires many

Shira and Ava Robinson  

continued on page 15



By Kumble Subbaswamy

An event scheduled for 
Nov. 12 on the UMass 
Amherst campus focus-

ing on the anti-Israel “Boycott, 
Divest, Sanction” movement 
(BDS) is being presented by a 
private foundation – not by the 
university. This private founda-
tion has, as many non-UMass 
organizations regularly do, rent-
ed space on campus to host 
the upcoming event, which is 
being billed as a panel discus-
sion on “The Attack on BDS and 
American Democracy.” 

Despite our concerns regard-
ing this particular gathering, 
based on its title and past state-
ments by its panelists, as a pub-
lic institution UMass is bound 
by the First Amendment to the 
Constitution to apply a content-
neutral standard when making 
facilities available to outside 
organizations. For this reason, 
and in adherence to the prin-
ciples of academic freedom, the 
university will take no steps to 

inhibit this event.
However, while UMass 

Amherst is firmly commit-
ted to the principles of free 
speech and academic freedom, 
the University remains firmly 
opposed to BDS and to aca-
demic boycotts of any kind. 

Academic boycotts are antithet-
ical to academic freedom and it 
is ironic that individuals, who 
rely upon that very freedom to 
make their case, should advo-
cate for a movement, in BDS, 
that seeks to suppress it.

It is troubling that such a one-

dimensional, polarizing event 
should take place on our cam-
pus. A panel discussion where 
only one perspective is shared 
does little to increase the under-
standing of such a complex 
topic like the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. Furthermore, because 
the BDS position in general fails 
to acknowledge the humanity 
on the Israeli side of the con-
flict and is considered by many 
as anti-Semitic, the upcoming 
event could very well alienate 
many of our Jewish students 
and other members of our cam-
pus community.

Clearly, the divisions among 
Palestinians and Israelis rep-
resent one of the intractable 
problems of our times, and we 
acknowledge the suffering that 
exists on all sides. But if we 
are going to truly build a com-
munity of dignity and respect, 
we must step outside our own 
echo-chambers and encourage 
the free exchange of ideas. And 
while I wholeheartedly support 
freedom of speech for all, I also 

maintain that, as chancellor, I 
have a duty to be a voice for 
our campus’s values. And one 
of those values, which I think is 
critically important in ensuring 
a safe and welcoming living-
learning community, is inclu-
sion. 

We remain committed to 
ensuring an inclusive campus 
that will continue to prioritize 
the safety and security of all 
students. When outside organi-
zations come onto our campus 
and give a high-profile platform 
for one-sided and divisive polit-
ical positions that some view 
as deeply offensive, they are 
saying to valued members of 
our community that they don’t 
belong. This is the antithesis of 
our commitment to inclusion, 
and we will not hesitate to speak 
out against efforts to divide our 
campus community.

Kumble Subbaswamy is the 
Chancellor at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst.
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For the last two editions, the Jewish 
Journal has run an investigative series 
on anti-Semitism in Greater Boston. 

Our series concludes this week, with front-
page reporting on why hate crimes against 
Jews have had a low rate of prosecution and 
conviction, and the steps law enforcement 
might take to further train officers to identity 
hate crimes. 

Anti-Semitism is currently the great-
est threat facing the Jewish community 
in Boston and across America. Each week 
seems to bring a new attack that seemed 
implausible just a few short years ago. Just 
this past weekend, Jews were attacked on the 
streets of New York and swastikas were drawn 
at the state’s flagship university in Amherst. 
In recent weeks, swastikas were also found 
on academic buildings at Smith College. Just 
one year after 11 congregants were murdered 
in a Pittsburgh synagogue, the threats contin-
ue: this week a man was arrested for plotting 
to blow up a Colorado temple. That’s in addi-

tion to at least 12 plots by white supremacists 
against the Jewish community that the FBI 
thwarted over the last year. 

We cannot stop hatred ourselves; it must 
be a communal effort. As representatives of 
the Jewish community, top administrators 
from local Jewish charities and institutions 
must continue to meet with law enforcement 
and elected officials to express the impact it 
has on our families, and communal life. 

Members of the community can play a 
major role as well. While Governor Charlie 
Baker, other elected officials, and law 
enforcement have stood in solidarity after 
anti-Semitic incidents, the public must urge 
them to continue to be even more vigilant 
and thorough when it comes to the inves-
tigation and prosecution of hate crimes. 
Solidarity rallies are welcomed, but when 
a person is convicted of a hate crime, and 
handed a prison sentence, that prosecution 
sends a strong message that these attacks will 
not be tolerated.

Steven A. Rosenberg
PUBLISHER/EDITOR

JEWISH JOURNAL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
are welcome. Letters must 

be signed and include 
your name, address and 
telephone number for 
verification purposes. 
Letters are limited to  

300 words. Submissions 
are subject to editing  

for accuracy.  
Email submissions to: 

editor@jewishjournal.org, 
subject “Letters.”

Enforcing the Hate Crime Law 

TV sports announcers have 
no trouble pronouncing the 
names of Boston sports figures 
like Olszewski or Benintendi or 
even Gostkowski. But the Red 
Sox have a new chief of baseball 
named Chaim Bloom. 

The announcers pronounce 
Bloom: easily, but have trouble 
with “Chaim.” The hard “kof” 
sound of “Chaim” seems to be 
too much for them. They man-
gle the name with mispronun-
ciations like “Kem,” “Clem,” or, 
sometimes, “Clam.” 

A short Hebrew school les-
son is in order to teach the cor-
rect pronunciation of “Chaim.” 
Perhaps then, sports fans will 
hear “Chaim” with a “kof.”

Herbert Belkin
Swampscott

The trouble with Chaim

UMass Amherst Chancellor: “University remains firmly 
opposed to BDS and to academic boycotts of any kind”

UMass Amherst will be hosting its second BDS panel this year.

I enjoyed reading the inter-
view with Moe Sack (Jewish 
Journal, Oct. 24). 

As an officer and president of 
Temple Ner Tamid, I remember 
Moe as a true unsung hero. He 
was a dependable leader of both 
Men’s Club and the Temple. 

I am so happy the he and 
Jean received a lifetime achieve-
ment award from the temple In 
2012 and now is being honored 
by the Journal.

Joseph Cohen
Via email

Honorable Menschion

JOURNALISM MATTERS.
Give to the Journal today.  

Call 978-745-4111 x130, or visit our website  
at jewishjournal.org and donate online.
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By Michael Widlanski 

JERUSALEM – Israel is an island of 
success in a sea of failure, what the Arabs 
call “fauda” – anarchy or chaos. The Arabs 
have a saying about this kind of chaos: Alf 
sana istibdaad, wa la sana fauda, which 
means “Give us a thousand years of dic-
tatorship, but not a year of chaos.”

Well, the year of fauda has arrived for 
Israel.

The sad truth is that the chaos in the 
Arab-Islamic world is deepening because 
of deep social, cultural and education-
al problems. From North Africa to Iraq, 
almost every Arab state faces decline and 
chaos, but the sadder truth is that Israel, 
with all its advantages, has decided to 
inflict chaos on itself in the form of two 
and maybe three elections in less than 
a year.

So, without further ado, here’s the 
news from Israel, offered realistically, not 
dogmatically. First the bad news, then 
worse news, and then the worst news yet, 
all followed by explanations. 

The bad news is that Israel’s political 
stalemate will likely lead to new elec-
tions, costing Israel a lot of money and 
maybe a considerable amount of blood. 
The left does not have a chance to form 
a stable government, despite rumors or 
“in-depth reports” from various sources. 
Meanwhile, both the Likud and Blue and 
White, a centrist political alliance, are 
placing obstacles in the way of setting up 
a prime ministerial rotation agreement. 

Worse, the right and the left face seri-
ous internal crises – of policy and person-
ality – that could make even a third round 
of elections inconclusive.

Avigdor Lieberman, once a close aide 
to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
comes from the right. Today, he detests 
Netanyahu to such a degree that he 
would prefer new elections (a third time 

and maybe even a fourth) to giving him 
even a short period as prime minister in 
a shared government.

Worse yet, a third or even fourth elec-
tion could leave Israel less than prepared 
for serious war threats and mounting 
internal social problems, all of which 
have been neglected in the last 18 months 
of electioneering.

“On both the northern and southern 
fronts, the situation is tense and fragile, 
and it could deteriorate into a confron-
tation,” observed Israel Defense Forces 
Army Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Aviv Kochavi.

Kochavi is no shrinking violet, nor a 
politician. So when the decorated para-
trooper, widely held in high regard, says 
Israel faces ominous threats, he is not 
pushing merely for a bigger budget.

If Israel’s politicians could put strate-
gic policy on the front burner and par-
tisan politics in back, they could form a 
national unity government. The problem 
is, almost all the country’s parties face 
personal and political instabilities that 
make anything beyond short-term sur-
vival decision-making unlikely.

The Zionist left holds only 11 of the 120 
seats in Knesset. A new “center-left” pre-

fers to emphasize “center” because “left” 
is so unpopular. With the hybrid Blue and 
White of Benny Gantz, Yair Lapid, Moshe 
Ya’alon and Gabi Ashkenazi, it has 44.

Gantz is a likable ex-army chief with-
out any charisma or clear ideology. Lapid 
is an attractive and well-spoken journal-
ist who made a name for himself as a 
secularist politician. They are an unstable 
mixture, but they give a “centrist” heft 
to the left. Such combinations have col-
lapsed before, and Gantz & Co. may split 
if they cannot form a government. 

Blue and White is really a big pro-
test vote against Netanyahu, the longest-
serving prime minister in Israel’s history, 
who currently faces corruption charges. 
If Netanyahu is the Coca-Cola of Israeli 
politics, Gantz et al. are Seven-Up: the 
un-cola. Yet their un-cola appeal may not 
overcome the left’s electability problems.

One of the most popular insults in 
Israel today is to describe someone as 
smolani, a leftist. It’s almost a curse. 
Therefore we must ask: Why is “left” so 
unpopular in Israel?

Three answers.
First: The left’s demographic base (left-

leaning Ashkenazi Jews) has been gradu-

ally replaced by more Israeli-born and 
Sephardi Jews with a rightist cast.

Second and third: The Zionist left in 
Israel has always stood on two legs – 
the economic leg of socialism or social 
democracy, and the political leg of politi-
cal accommodation with Israel’s neigh-
bors. Both those legs are broken.

Israel’s left has been contracting for 
years. Labor ran the country for 29 years. 
Now it is a party with five measly seats – 
and it might disappear entirely in a new 
election. The right and the religious par-
ties have 55 seats (without Lieberman’s 
eight), but the right’s real electoral clout is 
probably between 63 and 70 seats.

The right’s big problem is Netanyahu. 
He has been its main vote-getter, but is 
now its main embarrassment. As he seeks 
a fifth term, he is under a lingering cloud 
of alleged corruption.

Even if two of the three criminal 
cases against him are on shaky factu-
al and legal grounds, there is no deny-
ing that Netanyahu and his wife, Sara, 
have engaged in questionable behavior 
by accepting and actually demanding 
expensive gifts from friends.

The prime minister’s situation is like 
the joke about the Jewish housewife in 
Poland.

After her Sabbath chicken falls into 
a vat of kerosene, she rinses it off and 
rushes to the rabbi for counseling. “Is it 
kosher?” she asks the rabbi plaintively. 
“Yes, it’s kosher,” says the rabbi. “But it 
stinks.”

Dr. Michael Widlanski is the author of 
“Battle for Our Minds: Western Elites and 
the Terror Threat.” He has also worked 
as a reporter at The New York Times and 
Cox Newspapers, and as a war correspon-
dent for Israel’s Army Radio and diplo-
matic correspondent for Israel Television 
in English. 

Fauda: Israel’s year of chaos

Israeli President Reuven Rivlin (center), with Benny Gantz and Benjamin Netanyahu. 

By Daniel Gordon
 

On May 4, 2019, a large BDS rally 
took place at UMass Amherst. 
BDS is an organization com-

mitted to discrediting Israel as a Jewish 
state and blaming only Israel for the 
Palestinian refugee problem. In his recent 
book “Israel Denial: Anti-Zionism, Anti-
Semitism, and the Campaign Against the 
Jewish State,” Cary Nelson demonstrates 
how counterproductive BDS is. BDS 
offers no solution to the Palestinian ques-
tion. And by questioning Israel’s right to 
exist, BDS makes compromise on a two-
state solution less likely.

UMass will soon host another mas-
sive BDS rally on November 12.  It’s 
well known that universities are com-
mitted to free speech. Yet, this time the 
anti-Zionist professors organizing the 
event seem to have gone too far for 
the UMass administration. On October 
21, UMass Amherst Chancellor Kumble 
Subbaswamy released a critical state-
ment about BDS. 

The Chancellor wrote that the univer-
sity “remains firmly opposed” to BDS. 
He described BDS as seeking to suppress 
academic freedom, and he was right. 
The B in BDS stands for boycott. This 
includes boycotting all Israeli academ-
ics from conferences, academic journals, 
and other forums – simply because of 
where they come from. Excluding people 
on the basis of nationality is discrimina-
tion, and the Chancellor was correct to 
denounce it.

The Chancellor also described the 
upcoming BDS rally as “one-dimension-
al” and “polarizing.” It is an event in 
which “only one perspective is shared” 
and “does little to increase the under-
standing of such a complex topic like the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.” Subbaswamy 
even added that BDS “fails to acknowl-
edge the humanity on the Israeli side of 
the conflict and is considered by many as 
anti-Semitic.” 

A culture of excess and impunity had 
been developing on the UMass campus. 
The Chancellor’s statement is the begin-
ning of a correction. Some faculty mem-
bers have been abusing their academic 
positions. The problem is not simply that 
lectures and panels take place in which 
Israel is attacked. The problem is that 
faculty members are organizing biased 
events, designed to attract thousands 
of anti-Zionists in the region, and that 
academic departments have “sponsored” 
these gatherings in the past.

The chief organizer of the two BDS ral-
lies is Sut Jhally, a professor and Chairman 
of the Communication department. As a 
Chairman, Jhally holds a management 
position; contractually, he is not in the 
faculty unit that enjoys full academic 
freedom. He is supposed to discharge 
his duties in a politically neutral manner. 
He should not be organizing one-sided 
political events. He should not have com-
mitted his own academic department to 
sponsoring the BDS rally, as he did last 
May – which is an obvious form of politi-
cal self-dealing.

There is more. On October 11, the 
Algemeiner reported how Jhally requires 
students to compare Israel to German 
fascism in a multiple-choice test. Jhally 
shows propaganda films that he has 
made himself. They contain errors of 
fact and are framed in a biased manner 
against Israel. Then he tests students on 
the films. The Algemeiner reported that 
at a gathering in Beirut in 2017, Jhally 
declared, “Students have to watch … If a 
professor says, ‘We’re gonna watch this, 
we’re gonna talk about it and it’s on the 
test,’ they have to watch. We want to 
make use of that captive audience.”  

The majority of professors at UMass do 
not treat students as a “captive audience” 
for their political prejudices. But a small 
number of professors, with their commit-
ment to indoctrination rather than edu-
cation, can compromise the educational 
atmosphere of UMass – especially when 
their courses are part of the required 
General Education curriculum, as Jhally’s 
courses are.

Chancellor Subbaswamy has made a 
principled and encouraging statement. 

Many students, faculty, staff, including 
of course the staff at UMass’s vibrant 
Hillel and Chabad houses, agree with the 
Chancellor. We are taking action. Action 
does not mean trying to silence all critics 
of Israel.

There is a need to affirm the tradi-
tional duties of a university professor. 
Today, UMass Amherst is beginning to 
do so. The Faculty Senate has appointed 
a special committee to look into how 
departments sponsor events, and to 
suggest some guiding principles.  As of 
the time I am writing this, no academic 
departments have sponsored the upcom-
ing BDS rally. The only academic sponsor 
is the “Resistance Studies Initiative” – a 
single endowed professorship funded by 
an anonymous donor. Finally, unlike last 
May, the fliers for the upcoming BDS 
rally contain a disclaimer saying that the 
speakers do not represent the views of 
the university.

Those of us who work at UMass cannot 
solve the intractable Palestinian issue. It 
is not our job to solve the Middle East’s 
problems. Professors can try to save the 
world on their own time but not in their 
classes, and not by organizing rallies on 
campus. Our job is to maintain stan-
dards of academic excellence and integ-
rity here, at our state-funded university.  
The Chancellor’s words are encouraging 
for academics such as myself, who have 
strong political views but do not propa-
gate them in the classroom.

Those who agree with the Chancellor 
are beginning to group together to coun-
ter the zeal of a relatively small number 
of professors gone haywire; these fanati-
cal activists who recognize no limits on 
the expression of their prejudices on a 
university campus. Time will tell how this 
disagreement will play out, but UMass 
Amherst is not caving in to the Dark Side.

Daniel Gordon is a professor of History 
at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst. 

The Return of the Jedi: Opposing BDS at UMass

BDS proponent and UMass Amherst Professor Sut Jhally, left, requires students to 
compare Israel to German fascism in a multiple-choice test.



By M. Irving Herbster, 
Avrom Herbster, Irving 
Sacks, Paul Ordman and 

Alan Pierce

On November 15, 1909, 18 
men met at the home of Louis 
Glichouse on Buxton Street and 
planted the seed of Congregation 
Sons of Israel. Charter mem-
bers included Samuel Rossen, 
Louis Glichouse, Barney 
Rubin, Samuel Slotnick, Harris 
Abelovtich, Hyman Israelovitz, 
Louis Altshuler, Jacob Edelstein, 
Harris Goldberg, Louis Karelitz, 
Robert Cohen, Sam Gilman, 
Jacob Gorenstein, Abraham 
Kaplan and Abraham Perlman. 
The material assets of these men 
were small, but their hearts were 
big, their determination and 
courage were strong, and their 
vision far-sighted.

After the charter was 
given to the congregation 
by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts on December 
14, 1909, new members began 
to join at twenty-five cents a 
month in dues. With continued 
efforts to raise funds, land was 
purchased in 1912, and a con-
tract was made with Samuel 
Goldberg to construct the syna-
gogue for $6,500. Although Mr. 
Goldberg was not the lowest 
bidder, he was the only member 
of the congregation among the 
bidders and later became one 
of the presidents. When more 
money was needed to complete 
construction, the problem was 
solved by selling a corner of the 
land at Sanborn Street, delay-
ing the installation of a steam 
boiler and shortening the length 
of the balconies in the interior. 

The latter proved to be a good 
idea as it permitted more light 
from the windows and a broader 
view of the artistic front of the 
building. Until the completion 
of the synagogue, services were 
held at the Red Men’s Hall on 
Foster Street, where the Peabody 
Hebrew School was first estab-
lished. Rev. Nathanson was the 
teacher.

The High Holy Day servic-
es of 1913 were the first to be 
held in the synagogue, with Rev. 
Nathanson as the cantor. He was 
also the shochet (ritual slaugh-
terer) for the congregation, 
charging five cents a chicken 
at the butcher’s and ten cents 

if he had to do this at a pri-
vate home. When the synagogue 
was first constructed, the bimah 
(platform from which the Torah 
is read) was in the center of 
the sanctuary, with a walkway 
between the bimah and Aron 
Hakodesh (Holy Ark), in the 
Orthodox manner. A large brass 
chandelier hung from the ceil-
ing, with moveable chairs for the 
men and benches in the balcony 
for the women.

The first president of the con-
gregation was Samuel Rossen, 
followed by Frank Hershenson, 
David Kirstein, Elihu 
Hershenson, Morris Isaacson, 
Samuel Goldberg, Allen S. Levy, 

Irving Sacks, Sidney Barosin, 
Hyman Sogoloff, Harvey 
Chandler, Bernie Horowitz and, 
as of 2009, Sumner Greenberg. 
After Rev. Nathanson, the first 
spiritual leader engaged by 
the congregation was the Rev. 
Maurice Ordman, who also 
served as the cantor, the shochet 
and mohel for the Jewish com-
munity. He was followed by 
rabbis Chaim Essrog, Irving 
Perlman, Samuel Langer, Arthur 
Oles and, from 1953 to 1962, 
Noah Goldstein.

In October 1939, the longtime 
dream of Jewish leaders in the 
city was realized with the dedica-
tion of the Hebrew Community 
Center on Washington Street, 
made possible by the work of 
David Kirstein, Max Kirstein, 
Max Korn, Manahan P. Stone, the 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Hebrew 
School and many others. The 
first president was Samuel 
Rafey, who died before the 
building was dedicated. He was 
succeeded by Dr. Irving Winer. 
Other presidents were Elihu A. 
Hershenson, M. Irving Herbster, 
Bernard J. Alpers and David 
Remis. Rabbi Chaim Essrog was 
the center’s first executive direc-
tor. The Hebrew school ran for 
many years with beloved teach-
ers Morris and Hilda Shiffman. 
The building’s custodian, Jack 
“The Fig” Figueroa, was able 
to keep unruly boys in line by 
grabbing the offender in a head-
lock and rubbing his sandpaper-
grade beard stubble on the boy’s 
tender cheek, often leaving tell-
tale evidence of a misdeed.

The Hebrew Community 
Center closed in the 1970s and 
was replaced by a new insti-
tution in 1979. Youth groups 
that met there – the Louis D. 
Brandeis Chapter of AZA, a 
Young Judea girls’ group and 
Troop 97 (formerly Troop 7), 
a primarily Jewish Boy Scout 
troop – had already faded by 
the 1960s. The new North Shore 
Jewish Community Center, now 
known as the North Suburban 
Jewish Community Center, 
was relocated to West Peabody, 
where the Jewish population 
was now based.

Congregation Anshe Sfard 
was known as the Little Shul, 
perhaps due to its small size 
relative to Congregation Sons of 
Israel (the Big Shul) around the 
corner, or due to its location at 
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Our Jewish Roots
Peabody’s Jewish History, Part II

Graduating class, Peabody Hebrew School circa 1956. Front, left to right: Norman Ainbinder, Rose 
Levy, Joe Scholnick, (unidentified), Paul Levy. Rear, left to right: Allen Levy, Morris Shiffman (principal), 
Shephard Remis, David Kirstein, Aaron Gibeley and Rabbi Dr. Noah Goldstein.
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7 Littles Lane just off Peabody 
Square. In 1913, the shul was 
established by recent Russian 
immigrants who initially held 
services in rental space on Main 
Street. They then purchased a 
former house stable and moved 
in during the spring of 1916. 
Anshe Sfard was a “Russicher” 
shul whose congregants came 
primarily from Russia, whereas 
Congregation Sons of Israel was 
a “Littvisher” shul. Both had 
similar arks created by the same 
woodcarver, and both had bal-
conies upstairs for the women.

Congregation Tifereth Israel 
was founded in 1922 by seven 
Sephardic Jews who emigrat-
ed from Constantinople. (The 
Touro Synagogue in Newport, 
Rhode Island, is the only other 
Sephardic synagogue north 
of New York.) The roots of 

Peabody’s Sephardic community 
began in 1911 with the arrival of 
Don and Rebecca Eskenas and 
Meyer and Regina Bevotar. The 
founding families also included 
the Pernitchi, Savy, Behar, Yonis, 
Gibeley, Hasday, Havian, Fermon 
and Erera families. For many 
years, Rabbi Dov Pikelny was 
Tifereth Israel’s spiritual leader.

After World War II, interest 
in Conservative and Reform 
Judaism increased.

In 1958, the Conservative 
Temple Ner Tamid was found-
ed, with Leon Steiff as the first 
president. Services were con-
ducted at the Cy Tenney Hall in 
West Peabody, the Anshe Sfard 
Synagogue and the Tifereth 
Israel Synagogue on Pierpont 
Street, as well as the auditori-
um at the Northshore Shopping 
Center. Finally, in May 1965, the 
temple dedicated its own edi-

fice on Lowell Street with Rabbi 
Ralph DeKoven. Rabbi Abraham 
Morhaim served as spiritual 
leader for 29 years until 1996. 
Cantor Sam Pessaroff, who 
passed away in 2008, served the 
temple as cantor and teacher 
for over 30 years and was well 
known as a mohel in the greater 
Boston area and beyond.

Also in 1958, the Reform 
Temple Beth Shalom was estab-
lished. Edward Hoffman was its 
first president, and Rabbi Richard 
Safran its first spiritual leader, 
followed by Rabbi Morris Kipper. 
Services were first conducted 
at the Cy Tenney Hall, then at 
the St. Vasilios Recreational 
Center on Tremont Street, and 
the Hebrew Community Center 
until the temple was built off of 
Lowell Street and dedicated in 
November 1965. Beth Shalom 
continued to grow, and as one 

of the few Reform temples in the 
area, attracted members from 
many surrounding communi-
ties. Temple Shalom recently 
merged with Temple Tifereth 
Israel of Malden and is now 
known as Tiferet Shalom.

Chabad Lubavitch of Peabody 
opened in 2003, and is now 
located on Lowell Street in West 
Peabody. The congregation is led 
by Rabbi Nechemia and Raizel 
Schusterman.

The City of Peabody was and 
is a true melting pot of many 
nationalities and cultures. Most 
immigrants settled there to work 
in the leather factories. Today 
it is home to five active Jewish 
congregations – the most of any 

community on the North Shore 
– as well as the Jewish assisted 
living facility Harriet and Ralph 
Kaplan Estates (formerly Aviv 
Centers for Living).

Editorial Note: With over a 
century of Jewish life to cover 
with limited time and pages, 
the authors tried to mention as 
many people, businesses and 
Jewish institutions past and 
present in order to capture the 
essence of our rich Jewish his-
tory. We realize, however, that 
although our intentions were to 
be inclusive, we may have left 
out some important elements of 
that history. Please forgive our 
lapses.

Peabody Hebrew School menorah-lighting, 1958. Left to right: Susan 
Raffer, Sheila Remis, Morris Shiffman, David Kirstein, Max Korn, 
Rabbi Dr. Noah Goldstein, Dan Woloshen and Edward Shapiro.

Temple Ner Tamid held services at various locations, including Temple 
Tifereth Israel, until a permanent home was built off Lowell St. 

Zelda and Samuel Ainbinder are 
shown on their 50th anniversa-
ry in September 1942. Samuel 
operated a kosher butchery at 
13 Mill St. from 1919 to 1949.



By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

NEWTON – On a day marked 
by solemn remembrance of the 
11 lives lost in the mass shoot-
ing at the Tree of Life syna-
gogue in Pittsburgh exactly one 
year ago, the Anti-Defamation 
League took a significant step 
toward helping people speak out 
against anti-Semitism. 

Sponsored by ADL New 
England and held at the Newton 
Marriott, “The Good Fight 
Forum” addressed emerging 
anti-Semitism in the nation and 
world. Participants received 
what organizers called a first-
of-its-kind toolkit, a brochure 
showing how to fight anti-Sem-
itism everywhere, from dinner-
table conversations to newspa-
per opinion pages.

It was a tangible step cap-
ping a day that began with 
what Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies president and 
CEO Rabbi Marc Baker called 
“a ceremony of remembrance, 
solidarity and hope” in which he 
invoked “the guidance and pres-
ence of the Divine.”

Speakers included both Jews 
and non-Jews, and collectively 
represented such fields as gov-
ernment, law enforcement, reli-
gion, academia, journalism and 
sports. They came to address 
what one of them, Rep. Joseph 
Kennedy III (D-MA), called 
“literally one of the most criti-
cal times I’ve seen in modern 
American history.” 

“Call it out for what it is. Stand 
up, speak out,” Kennedy said.

He noted that anti-Semitic 
incidents have occurred in his 
district in recent years, includ-
ing Newton and Framingham, 
and said: “With local partners, 
we do everything we can to 
show up when it does happen, 
respond to their need … make 
sure people feel unity and soli-
darity behind [them].”

Ambassador Zeev Boker, the 
Israeli Consul General to New 
England, decried “the fright-
ening rise of anti-Semitism in 
America” and said: “We stand 
with you, shoulder to shoulder, 
in the global fight against big-
otry.”

The most poignant part of the 
day occurred during the morn-
ing community remembrance 
of the synagogue shooting, 
in which the names of the 11 

victims were recited and com-
memorated with the Mourner’s 
Kaddish.

“One year ago, as we heard 
news of the shooting at the Tree 
of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, 
something changed for us,” 
said Rabbi Claudia Kreiman of 
Temple Beth Zion of Brookline, 
one of five Massachusetts rabbis 
to speak at the commemoration. 
“We know by now it was not a 
unique incident. It did not hap-
pen in a vacuum.”

She added that “Jews are 
hardly the only target,” listing 
“a spate of violent hate crimes” 
over recent years at places 
including houses of worship, 
schools and clubs.

“The pain of violence is close 
to home,” she said. “We must 
ask, how are we responding?”

For some, the pain has been 
very close to home, including 

New York Times journalist Bari 
Weiss, author of the recent book 
“How to Fight Anti-Semitism,” 
who participated in a discus-
sion on anti-Semitism with 
Holocaust scholar Deborah 
Lipstadt that was moderated 
by ADL New England Director 
Robert Trestan.

Weiss, who is from Pittsburgh, 
said her family knew six of the 11 
victims of the synagogue shoot-
ing. That day, she added, her 
brother-in-law, a Pittsburgh fire-
fighter who was listening to the 
police scanner, said the shooter 
was reportedly shouting death 
threats to Jews. Six months later 
to the day, she noted, the Poway, 
California, shooting occurred, 
in which another shooter killed 
a worshiper at a Chabad syna-
gogue.

“It was part of a much, much 
bigger wave,” Weiss said.

Lipstadt recalled going to 
synagogue two years ago with 
a friend and the friend’s daugh-
ter, who was 4½ at the time. 
Seeing a guard at the synagogue, 
the girl was confused about why 
someone was needed to protect 
her “happy place,” as Lipstadt 
recalled. A few weeks ago, the 
scholar met her friend’s daugh-
ter at the synagogue again. There 
was a guard wearing a flak jacket 
and carrying an automatic rifle.

“She was very quick; she 
didn’t need a prompt,” Lipstadt 
said. “She said, ‘Thank you for 
taking care of us.’ She was in her 
happy place and needed to be 
taken care of.”

According to the ADL, anti-
Semitic incidents nationwide 
increased a record 57 percent 
in 2017. Locally, incidents of 

anti-Semitism that have been 
reported to the police include 
attempted arson this year at 
an Arlington Chabad house. Its 
leader, Avi Bukier, was among 
the rabbis participating in the 
Pittsburgh memorial on Sunday.

The final event of the day 
was a town hall moderated by 
Concord-Carlisle alumnus and 
CNN anchor John Berman. It 
featured Kennedy, Middlesex 
DA Marian Ryan, Boston NAACP 
president Tanisha Sullivan and 
a surprise guest: Boston Celtics 
center Enes Kanter, who is from 
Turkey.

Kanter said that his family 
was persecuted and his Turkish 
passport was revoked after he 
criticized the Turkish govern-
ment. He also said that he was 
heckled and assaulted when he 
and teammate Tacko Fall were 
leaving a mosque a few weeks 
ago.

“For me it was very sad 
[because it happened] outside a 
mosque, where people go to find 
peace, a house of God,” Kanter 
said.

Ryan said she was “most 
struck” by the youngsters who 
use anti-Semitic language.

“In elementary schools, 
unspeakable things are carved 
into playground slides,” she 
said. “[Go] into schools, iden-
tify issues, make teachable 
moments.”

Sullivan praised the ADL 
for supporting the NAACP on 
standing up to racism, saying 
that the two organizations work 
“hand in hand” to “make sure 
the dignity and worth of every 
person was respected.”
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ADL’s ‘The Good Fight Forum’ brings out hard truths – and reasons for hope

CNN anchor John Berman, NAACP Boston President Tanisha 
Sullivan, Middlesex County District Attorney Marian Ryan, Boston 
Celtics center Enes Kanter, U.S. Rep. Joseph Kennedy III (D-MA) and 
ADL New England director Robert Trestan pose for a photo at the 
ADL New England Good Fight Forum.

Holocaust scholar Deborah Lipstadt, center, discusses the topic 
"Combating Anti-Semitism Today and Tomorrow" with New York 
Times journalist and author Bari Weiss, right, in a talk moderated by 
ADL New England director Robert Trestan. The ADL New England 
Good Fight Forum was held at the Newton Marriott on Oct. 27.



By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

WALTHAM – “The reason that 
there is a sense of apathy toward 
Judaism is because people are 
not actually choosing to buy in,” 
said Chanie Chein, rebbetzin of 
the Chabad House at Brandeis 
University.

She was speaking in a recent 
episode of a podcast that she 
hosts with her husband, Rabbi 
Peretz Chein.

“Our podcasts are for listen-
ers who are thinking, and we will 
be encouraging listeners who 
are not thinking to start think-
ing,” she said.

Chanie went on to describe 
how an active, critical reimag-
ining of one’s Jewish faith and 
identity can reignite a sense of 
joy and spirituality that many 
Jews currently lack. In other 
words, she says, Jews need a new 
conversation – with themselves 
and with each other – if they 
want to move forward.

“A New Conversation” is the 
title of the podcast, which aims 
to discuss and debate Judaism in 

a new way that will appeal to an 
anxious, distracted generation.

“There’s been a decrease in 
conversation in general among 
college students because the 
whole concept of conversation, 
with the invasiveness of tech-
nology and social media in peo-
ples’ lives, has transformed the 
nature of interaction of students 
between themselves and among 
their teachers and mentors,” 
says Peretz, who noted that he 
and Chanie have witnessed this 
change among college students 
firsthand since they arrived at 
Brandeis in 2001.

“Even the form of conversa-
tions that do exist are very often 
in isolation,” he continued. 
“People are having big conversa-
tions within their own networks, 
within their own orbits, within 
their own bubble, and they’re 
not encountering conversations 
that are outside of that.”

Chanie and Peretz hope to 
bring nuanced, insightful, 
Jewish conversations on every-
thing from charity to bigotry and 
sexual assault, aiming for a large 
and diverse audience of young 

Jews.
As parents who have spent 

most of their adult lives working 
with college students, they say 
that one of the main goals of the 
podcast – and all their work at 
Chabad – is to give college stu-
dents the tools to mature into 
happy, successful Jewish adults.

“During their four years of 
college, we’re giving them an 
opportunity to exercise and 
practice and immerse and 
engage certain ideas and expe-
riences,” said Chanie. “We give 
them the opportunity to develop 
their own muscle and strengthen 
their own backbone so they’re 
able to make informed choices.”

In sage, soothing tones, 
Chanie and Peretz interview a 
wide range of guests on top-
ics of interest to young adults, 
like body image, sexuality and 
mental health. Exploring these 
issues through a Jewish lens is in 
keeping with their philosophy of 
Torat Chaim, or the Torah of Life, 
as opposed to the Torah of Text.

“The Torah of Life exists in 
the experiences of people, and 
there’s much to be learned in 
it, both by listening and also 

engaging,” says Peretz. “You get 
a much deeper, richer Judaism 
when you understand that com-
bined with the Torah of Text is 
the Torah of Life, and the two 
must be merged together.”

“We’re having faith-based 
conversations where we learn 
a lot about each other that 
wouldn’t be learned in other 
ways,” said Chanie. “And we’re 
not looking at life in black and 
white; we’re not looking at reli-
gion in a very ‘do this, don’t do 

this,’ dry and technical way. Our 
conversations have more life in 
them.”

These conversations aren’t 
just with guests and each other. 
After each podcast, Chanie and 
Peretz convene a group of stu-
dents to reflect on the latest epi-
sode.

The conversations extend 
into thorny political spheres as 
well, from transgender rights 
through #MeToo and Zionism to 
whether or not women should be 
Orthodox rabbis. Disagreements 
occasionally arise both in the 
podcast and during the stu-
dent debriefing sessions, but 
Peretz thinks that these are just 
a jumping-off point for more 
high-minded debate.

“Disagreement is not a point 
of conflict; disagreement is a 
point of engagement, of con-
nection, and it’s more enriching 
and exciting,” he says. “There’s 
something to be gleaned from 
you, and more important than 
your differing of views is your 
shared Jewishness, your shared 
humanity, which is far more sig-
nificant than the difference of 
views that you have.”
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At Brandeis, a ‘new conversation’ takes hold

The podcast of Rabbi Peretz Chein and his wife, Chanie, invites lis-
teners to reimagine their Jewish lives.

Rabbi Chein interviews Brandeis student and Swampscott native 
Andrew Jacobson.



By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Salem State University pro-
fessor Stephenie Young is mak-
ing the most of a unique oppor-
tunity to curate an exhibition on 
the Warsaw Ghetto.

Young, a professor of English 
and a research assistant at Salem 
State’s Center for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies (CHGS), has 
been in Warsaw since October 
as a senior research fellow at 
the Emanuel Ringelblum Jewish 
Historical Institute (JHI).

Through a first-ever partner-
ship between the institute and 
Salem State, Young is working on 
an exhibition for CHGS based on 
JHI’s extensive historical photos 
from the Warsaw Ghetto, includ-
ing images from the Ringelblum 
Archive and the “Oyneg Shabes” 
collection.

Ringelblum was a Polish-
Jewish historian who was a 
central figure in documenting 
ghetto life. He hid the collec-
tion before escaping with his 

family, only to be executed in 
1944 by the Nazis when their 
hiding place was found. Some of 
the collection was found in milk 
cans after the war.

In recent years, Oyneg Shabes 
has become the subject of an 
exhibit at the Museum of Fine 
Arts and the Nancy Spielberg 
documentary “Who Will Write 
Our History?”

As Young explained in an 
email correspondence with The 
Jewish Journal, the archive was 
“part of an underground Jewish 
community who collected tes-
timonies, objects and photo-
graphs and then buried them… 
for protection so that after the 
war, the story of the Jews rather 
than the Germans would have a 
chance to be told to the world.”

Young will work at the insti-
tute through December, with 
the goal of showing the exhibi-
tion first in Warsaw in the spring 
of 2021, and subsequently in 
the US, including the North 
Shore. Aided by a donation 
from the Gardner-Specter fam-

ily, the exhibition’s themes will 
be “Jewish life and the concept 
of borders during this historical 
period,” Young said.

A secular humanist with a 
Ph.D from the State University of 
New York at Binghamton, Young 
is a scholar of genocide and 
violence across borders whose 
research extends to Bosnia and 
Latin America. 

“My research is the first part 
of a multi-stage project that we 
think will go on for a few years,” 
said Young. “The success of this 
important project for Holocaust 
studies and Jewish cultural heri-
tage will rely on donations from 
our generous supporters here 
on the North Shore and in other 
communities.”

Young’s appointment builds 
upon endeavors that Salem State 
has been developing in Poland 
through educational visits by 
students organized by CHGS 
Director Christopher Mauriello.

Prior to their visits, students 
examine readings and testi-
monies as well as films about 
the Holocaust – all of which 
Mauriello describes as vital 
before seeing such sites as what 
is left of the Warsaw Ghetto, 
Oskar Schindler’s factory in 
Krakow, and the death camps of 
Auschwitz and Majdanek.

Next summer, according to 
Young, the trip will extend to 
Ukraine with a visit to Lviv, a 
historic opportunity for Salem 
State students, community 
members, and local teachers. 
The trip will include a one-day 
workshop on the Ringelblum 
Archive at JHI.

Of the 76 photos known to be 
from the archive, 65 are at JHI. 
Each day, Young says, she and 
her German research assistant, 

Mona Bechauf, examine these 
and the 4,000 others in the insti-
tute’s collections.

“I am looking at all of the 
photos housed in the JHI, but 
I am focusing on the ones that 
depict the Warsaw Ghetto’s bor-
ders,” she explained. “The exhi-
bition will focus on this idea 
of borders to give it a contem-
porary link to what’s happening 
in our world today, and to show 
the trajectory of violence associ-
ated with walls and borders.”

She added that the photos 
offer “a unique perspective” and 
that many of them were taken 
in secret.

“For instance, there are pic-

tures taken of smuggling opera-
tions at the wall of the ghetto, 
and violence against the Jews 
living in the ghetto,” she related. 
“This [past] week I have been in 
the main archive looking at the 
photographs of the aftermath 
of the ghetto and the ruins of 
Warsaw.”

Young also plans to do 
research beyond the institute, 
with hopes to visit the Warsaw 
Uprising Museum and the Polin 
Museum. This month, she and 
Bechauf will visit Treblinka. 

“Every day is a learning expe-
rience that I will take with me 
into future projects about war 
and representation,” she said.
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• All day dining with delicious chef prepared
meals

• Lifestyle360 activities for well-rounded days
• On-site Five Star Wellness & Rehab
• Complimentary local transportation
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“On move-in day, 
they told us to relax, 
they would 
handle it all—
and they did!”
—  Eli and Carol Bortman, 

Brooksby residents

Eli and Carol Bortman wanted to 
“right-size” their lifestyle, so they made 
the move to Brooksby, the premier senior 
living community on the North Shore. 
Now, they have fewer worries and more 
time to enjoy life.

Learn more! Call 1-800-614-6998 for 
your free brochure.

For Eli and Carol, Brooksby Village means fewer worries.

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246
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Salem State professor travels to Poland; will return with 
exhibition on Warsaw Ghetto

Stephenie Young working in the photo archives.



By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON – Joshua Harmon’s 
terrific new play “Admissions,” in 
its Boston premiere at SpeakEasy 
Stage Company through Nov. 30, 
packs a timely wallop. Set at and 
near Hillcrest, a tony, progressive 
New Hampshire prep school, the 
plucky drama starts out poking 
fun at Sherri, Hillcrest’s white 
admissions director who is not 
happy with the draft Admissions 
Catalog she has just received.

It seems the catalog does not 
bear adequate witness to the 
milestone achievement of her 
15-year tenure: tripling the diver-
sity of Hillcrest’s predominantly 
white student body from 6% to 
18% students of color. She knows 
this because she has counted all 
52 pictures, and only three fea-
ture non-white faces. That is pre-
cisely 5.7%, and Sherri is livid. 
She has summoned Roberta, 
the veteran development officer 
responsible for the draft, to point 
out her glaring blunder.

Roberta is Sherri’s opposite. 
She is a frumpy, plain-spoken 
woman who calls a spade a 
spade. She is from another era, 
when personal qualities and 
merit mattered more than math-
ematical quotas. Roberta defi-
antly defends her work, pointing 
to a photo that features Perry, 
the son of a biracial teacher. 
“Perry’s black, isn’t he?” Roberta 
asks, confused. “Of course he is, 
but he doesn’t read black in this 
photo. He looks whiter than my 
son,” Sherri counters, exasper-
ated. 

“I don’t see color. Maybe that’s 
my problem,” Roberta says. 

That exchange sets the stage 

for Harmon’s intelligent and 
riotous drama that exposes the 
raw nerve of hypocrisy among 
white people of privilege who 
hide behind political correct-
ness, loudly trumpeting an 
abstract policy of affirmative 
action and diversity right up 
until the moment they are per-
sonally impacted by its applica-
tion. Then, these same folks sing 
a “not in my backyard” refrain. 
They may talk the talk (and talk 
and talk they do), but when push 
comes to shove, they would 
never walk the walk.

Sherri’s husband, Bill, is head 
of school at Hillcrest, where their 
17-year-old high-achieving son, 
Charlie, is a student hoping to 
attend Yale with his best friend, 
the not-visually-black-enough 
Perry. Perry’s white mother, 
Ginnie, is Sherri’s best friend, 
neatly tying a bow that encircles 
and intertwines the play’s char-
acters.

Ginnie and Sherri hang out 

a lot. Later that day, in Sherri’s 
kitchen, both sip white wine 
and wring their hands over 
their sons’ fates. Today is the 
day they will find out if they 
got into Yale. Harmon’s razor-
sharp dialogue reveals the first 
cringe-worthy chinks in their 
personal moral codes. Ginnie 
has brought Charlie a cake from 
Martin’s Bakery, the same one 
she bought for Perry, despite evi-
dence the baker is a pedophile. 
“What are you gonna do? His 
cakes are great,” she says with a 
shrug. Sherri shares her catalog 
fiasco, lying to Ginnie that she 
couldn’t use the picture of her 
son because it was blurry.

Ginnie receives “the” phone 
call first—Perry, whose appli-
cation classified him as black, 
was accepted. When Charlie is 
deferred, the victim, he believes, 
of reverse discrimination, 
Harmon goes to town as Charlie’s 
parents’ liberalism and personal 
ambitions for their son collide. 

“How did I not see this coming?” 
Charlie wails, as he points an 
accusing finger at his parents, 
the architects of the very quota-
driven system that denied him 
his due. “I don’t have any special 
boxes to check.”

Later in the intermission-
less 105-minute production, 
Harmon asks his audience the 
same question faced by Charlie’s 
horrified parents: What would 
you do if your child became a 
casualty of the system of eth-
ics and fairness you champion? 
Would your moral True North 
shift?

“Admissions,” with its dou-
ble-entendre title, captured both 
Drama Desk and Outer Circle 
awards for 2018 Best Play, and 
the SpeakEasy production is a 
bases-loaded home run with 
Nathan Malin (Charlie) as its 
runaway star. This 20-year-old 
Boston University College of Fine 
Arts junior brings depth, vulner-
ability and physicality to a char-
acter that could have become a 
caricature in less capable hands. 

Cheryl McMahon is equally out-
standing as the well-meaning 
and misunderstood Roberta 
and Maureen Keiller (Sherri) 
and Marianna Bassham(Ginnie) 
bring humor and humanity to 
their parts. Hopefully, Michael 
Kaye (Bill) has smoothed out the 
edges since press night.

Harmon, whose “Bad Jews” 
took a whack at religious dog-
matists, is gay and Jewish and 
knows a thing or two about life 
as a minority. “So much of what 
I think about revolves around 
questions of identity,” he said 
in an interview published in 
SpeakEasy’s program notes. 
“This play is trying to hold up 
a mirror to privilege and white 
liberalism, while remaining very 
conscious that this is just one 
narrow slice of a larger conver-
sation.”

“Admissions” is presented 
by SpeakEasy Stage Company. 
Performances run through Nov. 
30 at Roberts Studio Theatre, 
Calderwood Pavilion, Boston 
Center for the Arts.

Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

www.Upscale Tag Sales.com
An Estate Sale Company

781.720.8383

WHY THROW IT ALL AWAY? 
HAVE AN ESTATE SALE!

Professional, Knowledgable, Thoughtful … 
Sale of your possessions

Free Consultations Wonderful References

Located at Cobb Corner   ~  15 Washington St. Canton, MA 02021  

Sunday 7AM - 4 PM,    Monday -Thursday 7AM - 7 PM,    Friday 7AM - 2:30 PM                                                                                                                                                                   
Closed Saturdays.             

Free Parking 

Zayde’s Market 
Where Quality & Kosher Meet 

    Lisa & Josh Ruboy 

Thanksgiving                                                   
Turkeys are on the move. Order yours Today                            

Scratch Baked Fresh Daily “NEW”                                                 
Sharonna’s Pita………......$4.00 5/pk  
Cut Fresh Daily                                                                    
Cholent Meat………….....….. $7.50lb.  
Crock Pot Cuts                                                            
Cube Cuts……Lean Cut..……..$8.99lb. 
Israeli Style                                                                     
Thin Steaks……………....….…$8.99lb. 
Comfort at its best                                                                 
Dinner Knishes…………...…...$7.99ea 
MT. TABOR                                                       
Wines………Reg. $18.00.…...…$14.50ea.                                                                                           
Boondocks                    4 Types                                  
Whiskey…..………………….….10% off  

                                                                                                  
Sale Prices Good Thru November 22, 2019                                                                   

See our Website & Facebook page                          
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________________ 
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____________________ 
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SpeakEasy Stage’s ‘Admissions’ pierces the white male privilege veil

Maggie Hall Photography
Cheryl McMahon and Maureen Keiller in “Admissions.” 

your arms instead of knitting 
needles. She learned arm-knit-
ting by watching instructions on 
YouTube. 

“It’s fun,” says Ava. “Shira 
wanted me to do it, too, so I said 
yes. I like to do things to help 
people.”

Shira pipes up.
“We made so many; we gave 

them to family, friends, and 
needy people as gifts,” she says 
in one breath. “Then people 
asked if they could buy them 
for gifts for their friends. That’s 
when we decided to make more 
scarves for the needy.”

Suddenly, though, the girls 
had to stop – the heavy yarn 
they used was discontinued. 
They needed help. 

“The thicker the yarn, the 
faster you can make the scarves. 
The girls built up an army of vol-
unteers who want to help make 

scarves, but we must build up a 
yarn supply,” their dad explains.

“Scarves are quick and easy 
to make,” he says, “and we’re 
finding more and more organi-
zations that want them. Scarves 
cost $20 if people buy or keep 
them, or $15 if they are donated 
to the homeless or a shelter.” 

Robinson scoured eBay 
and struck out, so he started a 
GoFundMe website to purchase 
yarn and gained faster results.

He also contacted Elissa 
Lazdowsky. The Jewish owner 
of Lisa’s Creative Warehouse in 
Needham, she offered to sell the 
scarves and raise donations to 
homeless charities. Her custom-
ers also donate yarn to continue 
the girls’ tzedakah. 

“They’re wonderfully 
thoughtful girls,” says a clearly 
proud Robinson. “They inspire 
others. We live in a privileged 

community and we hope others 
will join the girls.”

Lazdowsky says that Shira 
and Ava inspire people with 
their love of arm knitting and 
compassion for people.

“The girls brighten my shop 
every time they come by,” she 
says. “They are such a wonder-
ful representation of the new 
generation, one we can all be 
proud of.”

She adds that she hopes to 
start a children’s knitting class 
but needs yarn, supplies, and 
financial donations.

Robinson, Shira and Ava’s 
dad, will be part of the effort.

“We welcome anyone who 
can help us find resources,” he 
says.

To contact the Robinson  
family,  email matt@therobin-
sonreporter.com. 

The tzedakah of twins Shira and Ava 
Robinson touches, inspires many
from page 7

Most men and women of 
Ashkenazi Jewish descent are 
unaware of their one-in-forty risk 
of inheriting a BRCA gene muta-
tion, which significantly raises 
one’s risk of developing heredi-
tary male and female breast, 
ovarian, prostate and other can-
cers, that in many cases, can be 
prevented or detected early. The 
general public risk is about one 
in 400. 

Oneinforty is a nonprofit orga-
nization raising awareness of the 
one-in-forty risk to Ashkenazi 

Jews of inheriting BRCA gene 
mutations. Founded by Lauren 
Corduck, a BRCA+ ovarian can-
cer thriver, Oneinforty provides 
medical information and emo-
tional support to individuals and 
families to help them effectively 
manage their cancer risk. 

On Nov. 13, at Oneinforty will 
hold an educational symposium 
at 7 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El. 
The event is free and people 
can register at:oneinforty.org/
upcoming-events.

Panelists will discuss genet-

ic counseling, the rationale for 
testing for BRCA gene muta-
tions, managing cancer risk and 
resources available for those 
who carry BRCA gene muta-
tions, and the BRCA Founder 
Outreach (BFOR) Study that 
offers free screening for the 
three BRCA founder mutations 
through Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute, Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center, Memorial Sloan 
Kettering, Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center, Penn Medicine and the 
Basser Center for BRCA.

Oneinforty to host symposium at Temple Emanu-El



NOVEMBER 12th , 2019 • 7 – 9 pm
Viking Hall 123, Central Campus, Salem State University

Following the screening, there will be a 
public discussion with the filmmaker and 
panelists, Dr. Ruhul Abid (Brown University) 
and Dr. Robert McAndrews (Salem State 
University). This groundbreaking short  
documentary raises the voices of Rohingya 
women calling for an end to rape and  
torture as a weapon of war in Myanmar.

The Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies at Salem State  
invites the public to join filmmaker Nazda Alam in a screening of her 

new documentary, “Rohingya: Atrocities against Women.”

A Free Public Event

THE ROHINGYA CRISIS

Photo credit: Anna Dubuis/DFID

For questions, contact Erin McLaughlin at ctr_emclaughli@salemstate.edu
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Looking Ahead
Boston Jewish Film Festival 
has offered the finest in film 
programming, education, and 
conversation to audiences 
across the Greater Boston 
community since 1989.

Calendar and full schedule 
of screenings available at: 
bostonjfilm.org

NOW – THROUGH NOV. 17 Journal Pick
NOVEMBER 9 – 
DECEMBER 8
ABSTRACTS: OCEAN, 
EARTH & SKY Photography 
Exhibit of Stephen J Levin. Opening 
reception November 8, 6 - 8 p.m. 
Closing reception - December 7, 2 - 4 
p.m. with live music. Special discount 
days - November 11 & 29. 10% of 
all proceeds is donated to Childrens 
Hospital. ReachArts Gallery. 89 Burrill 
St., Swampscott.

NOVEMBER 9
JAZZ Jazz vocalist Judith Murray and 
pianist Steve Hershman will perform in 
downtown Salem. Audience is invited 
to hear those great jazz standards. 
8 - 1 p.m.  Aurora Restaurant, 40 
Washington St., Salem. 

NOVEMBER 9,10
BOOK SALE Offered by the 
Swampscott Public Library. Great 
selection of books in English and 
Russian languages in good condition, 
discounted price. Saturday, 10 a.m. 
- 3:30 p.m.; Sunday, 12 – 3 p.m. 
For information about events at the 
library go to: swampscottlibrary.org 
or call 781-596-8867. 61 Burrill St., 
Swampscott.

NOVEMBER 10
SYMPHONY BY THE SEA: 
OPERA ANYONE?  

Annual exploration of gems from 
the operatic stage will feature Arias, 
Overtures and Intermezzi from operas 
by Mozart, Rossini, Bizet and many 
more.  Joining the orchestra for this 
performance will be Mezzo-Soprano 
Britt Brown and Baritone Ryne 
Cherry. 3 p.m. Tickets starting at 
$37.50. More info at: thecabot.org or 
symphonybythesea.org. The Cabot, 286 
Cabot St., Beverly.

DAVID AND BATHSHEBA: 
Why biblical characters aren’t 
perfect. Presentation by Dr. Everett 
Fox, Scholar in Residence. 9:30 a.m. 
RSVP to: templesinaievents@gmail.
com. Members $10; community $15. 
templesinaiweb.org. Temple Sinai,  
1 Community Road, Marblehead.

SCHMOOZE AND NEWS at 
the JCCNS. Community is invited to 
join an invigorating conversation about 
the biggest news stories of the month.  
Free and open to everyone. 10:30 - 
11:45 a.m.

HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR 
Sponsored by Temple Tiferet Shalom. 
Vendors will present jewelry, scarves, 
candles, home decor, holiday gifts, and 
beauty items. Proceeds will support 
local community and artists. Baked 
goods and refreshments; free coffee. 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. For more information, 
email events@templetiferetshalom.org. 
Temple Tiferet Shalom, 489 Lowell St., 
Peabody.

THROUGH 
NOVEMBER 11
WINTER WAREHOUSE 
EVENT Presented by Clothes 
Encounters. Thousands of ‘brand name’ 

women, men and children outerwear, 
mostly priced no more than $70. 10 
a.m. - 7 p.m. clothesencountersinc.
blogspot.com. 175 William F. McClellan 
Highway, Rte 1, East Boston.

NOVEMBER 7
HASSIDIC REFLECTIONS ON 
LOVE Presented by Temple Sinai of 
Marblehead. Community is invited to 
take part in ‘Lunch & Learn’ program 
that focuses on Hassidic reflections 
on different aspects of life. Also, on 
Nov. 14th (Reflections on Peace); 
Nov. 21st (Reflections on Gratitude). 
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. RSVP required at 
templesinaievents@gmail.com. Temple 
members free; community - $10. More 
info at templesinaiweb.org. Temple 
Sinai, 1 Community Road, Marblehead.

BABYCCINO Babyccino is a fun 
place for parents and caregivers and 
tots, up to 24 months, to meet and 
have fun exploring the season through 
music, sensory activities, creative arts, 
and interactive play. Will be held every 
Thursday through November 21st. 10 
– 11 a.m. Free. Siblings are welcome. 
Chabad of the North Shore, 44 Burrill 
S., Swampscott.  For more information, 
contact Hela Nathan at 763-807-9450 
or nsjewishkids@gmail.com. 

NOVEMBER 11
GI JEWS  

Presented by Jewish War Veterans 
North Shore Post 220, Lappin 
Foundation and Temple Ner Tamid. 
Community is invited to honor Jewish 
War Veterans at a special screening of 
the documentary “GI Jews.” The film 
tells the story of the 550,000 Jewish 
Americans who fought in WWII. 7 p.m. 
Dessert and coffee will be served. RSVP 
to Susan Feinstein at 978-740-4421 or 
sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org. Free. 
Walk-ins are welcome. Temple Ner 
Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody. 

GALA FUNDRAISER & SILENT 
AUCTION Sponsored by the 
Jewish Cemetery Association of 
Massachusetts.  Keynote address: 
“Securing Our Jewish Cemeteries” by 
Robert Trestan, Regional & Executive 
Director of ADL New England. Hors 
D’Oeuvres, open bar, music. 6 - 9 p.m. 
Florence & Chafetz Hillel House, 213 
Bay State Road, Boston.

NOVEMBER 13
MEMORY CARE 
EDUCATIONAL SERIES 
Presented by Stone Hill Assisted Living 
that offer independent living, assisted 
living and a specialized program 
focusing on Alzheimer’s disease 
and dementia care. First lecture will 
focus on “Dealing with Challenging 
Alzheimer’s Behaviors.” 5 p.m. More 
info at: StoneHillAndover.com. RSVP 
to Dina@stonehillandover.com or 978-
664-2600. 141 Elm St., Andover. 

TORAH AND TREATS (NORTH 
SHORE) Presented by New England 
Yachad. Join Yachad for a fun night of 
Torah learning and refreshments. Ages 
16-plus. All abilities are welcome. 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. RSVP at Yachad.org/
newengland or contact Bonnie Weiss 
at weissb@ou.org, or 617-209-6799, 
Ext 107. Harriett and Ralph Kaplan 
Estates, 240 Lynnfield St., Peabody.



       
        Donald Palma, 

     Artistic Director and Conductor

Sunday
November 10, 2019
 
The Cabot Theater 
in Beverly, 3pm

Tickets available at www.thecabot.org or at the Cabot Box Office

An audience favorite!
Beloved Arias, Overtures 
and Intermezzi from 
operas by Mozart, Rossini, 
Puccini, Bizet and 
many more.

Featuring  
Mezzo-Soprano Britt Brown  
and Baritone Ryne Cherry. 

Opera Anyone? 

Celebrate your functions at Su Chang’s  
to experience authentic Chinese food!

SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm  •  FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials: MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm

TEL 978-531-3366  •  FAX 978-531-3060  •  www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Fine Chinese Cuisine

373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200
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NOVEMBER 14
JEWISH BOOK MONTH -  
GIRLS NIGHT OUT  
Community 
is invited 
for a special 
evening of 
cocktails, 
boutiques 
and 
schmoozing 
followed by 
a fascinating 
dialogue with 
bestselling 
author Dani 
Shapiro of 
“Inheritance: A Memoir of Genealogy, 
Paternity and Love.” 6 p.m. For more 
information and to reserve seats, visit 
jccns.org. Kernwood Country Club.

NOVEMBER 16
T.N.G. (THE NEXT 
GENERATION)  

Presented by Temple Sinai. T.N.G. is 
a mix of fine musicians who have 
a mutual appreciation for all things 
“rhythm and blues.” This year’s show 
includes saxophone, trumpet, guitar, 
bass and drums. Tickets $25 in 
advance, $30 at the door, desserts at 
intermission are included in the ticket 
price. For tickets contact Temple Office 
781-631-2763 or visit templesinaiweb.
org. 1 Community Road, Marblehead.

THE BOMBADILS at The New 
Moon Coffeehouse. The Bombadils, a 
young vibrant duo, compose spirited 
folk music inspired by Canadian, 
American, Celtic and Classical 
traditions. Tickets for this show are 
available at the door starting around 
6:30 p.m.; doors open at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets may be reserved prior to the 
show by visiting newmooncoffeehouse.
org, or by calling 978-459-5134. 
Universalist Unitarian Church, 16 
Ashland St. (rtes 110 and 125, Haverhill.

NOVEMBER 17
JEWISH BOOK MONTH  

NYT bestselling author, Hallie Ephron 
will discuss her suspenseful novel 
“Careful What You Wish For.” 10 a.m. 
Brunch included. For more information 
and to reserve seats, visit jccns.
org. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

2019 AUTHOR SERIES 

Presented by Temple Emanu-El of 
Haverhill. Community is invited to 
hear Angela Himsel, author of “A 
River Could Be a Tree.” “A River Could 
Be a Tree” traces Angela Himsel’s 
personal journey to Judaism. One of 
eleven children in a devout evangelical 
Christian family in rural Indiana, today 
she is a practicing Jew living in 
Manhattan. A continental breakfast 
will be served at 9:30 a.m., and the 
presentation will follow at 10:00 
a.m. A donation of $10 per person 
is suggested. RSVP at Nancy@
TempleEmanu-El.org or 978-373-3861. 
514 Main St., Haverhill.

PJ LIBRARY BABIES & 
BAGELS Sponsored by Temple 
Emanu-El and Lappin Foundation. 
Children, ages 3 and younger, and their 
caregivers are invited to PJ Library 
Babies & Bagels for music, movement 
and a snack. Sessions will continue on 
December 8 and February 9. RSVPs are 
requested to Shelby@emanu-el.org or 
781-631-9300. The program is free and 
open to all. 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Walk-ins 
are welcome. Temple Emanu-El, 393 
Atlantic Ave., Marblehead.

DIAMONDS, JEWS AND 
THE EXPANSION OF 19TH 
CENTURY GLOBAL TRADE 
Presented by Hebrew College and the 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater 
Boston. Prof. Saskia Coenen Snyder, 
Associate Professor of Modern Jewish 
History at the University of South 
Carolina, will talk about Jews who 
played a crucial role throughout the 
process of extracting the rough stones 
from South African soil, manufacturing 
in European factories, and distributing 
gems and jewelry across the Atlantic. 
Free. jgsgb.org. 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew College, 160 Herrick Road, 
Newton Centre.

NOVEMBER 18
WRITING FROM A PLACE OF 
SURVIVAL: LOUNG UNG   
Presented by Elie Wiesel Memorial 
Lecture Series. Cambodian-American 
human rights activist Loung Ung 
was only five when soldiers stormed 
into her city. Orphaned, Ung was 
sent to a work camp and trained as 
a child soldier. Through her work, 
writing and activism, Ung shares how 
she was able to reclaim her voice, 
redeem herself and help many others. 
Open to the public but registration is 
required at bu.edu.jewishstudies. 7:30 
p.m. Tsai Performance Center, 685 
Commonwealth Ave., Boston. 

Submit your Calendar listings to 
calendar@jewishjournal.org



NOVEMBER 20
JEWISH BOOK MONTH  

Mitchell Zuckoff, professor of journalism 
at Boston University and former Boston 
Globe reporter will discuss his latest 
book “Fall and Rise: The Story of 9/11.” 
7 p.m. For more information and to 
reserve seats, visit jccns.org. Temple 
Emanu-El.

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
SYMPOSIUM Presented by 
Epstein Hillel School. Community is 
invited to explore the film “Wasted: 
The Story of Food Waste.” Hear from 
a panel of community leaders, learn 
about the impact our food has on the 
environment, and examine ways to 
consume food more sustainably. This 
event is free. To RSVP, call 781-639-
2880. For more information, email 
eglore@epsteinhillel.org. 7 - 9 p.m. 
Epstein Hillel School, 6 Community 
Road, Marblehead .

NOVEMBER 21
LUNCH AND LEARN Historian 
Herb Belkin will give a lecture on 
the complex Zionist leader David 
Ben-Gurion. Belkin will discuss Ben-
Gurion’s critical decisions as he 
guided his people through the United 
Nation’s vote to establish a Jewish 
homeland and his leadership through 
the 1948 War of Independence. A 
discussion period will follow. RSVP by 
November 18th by calling 781-631-
8330. $12 members/$15 community. 
11 a.m. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

NOVEMBER 23
GOLDA’S BALCONY  

Screening 
presented 
by the 
Merrimack 
Valley 
Jewish 
Federation. 
The Rise 
of Golda 
Meir from 
Russian 
schoolgirl 
to 

American School Teacher to a leader 
of International politics as the fourth 
prime minister of Israel, is one of 
the most thrilling stories of the 20th 
Century. A rare multi-camera shoot 
from the Play’s original 2003 run was 
recently unearthed and kinetically 
edited.  Seating is limited.  Call 
978-688-0466 for more information.  
The prices for tickets begin at $18 
for General Admission, and $54 for 
sponsor levels. Tickets atmvjf.org,  
7:30 p.m. Edgewood Clubhouse, 575 
Osgood St., North Andover. 

NOVEMBER 24
RISE & SHINE! Sponsored by 
Solomon Schechter Day School. 
Community is invited to a Josh and 
the Jamtones Free Family Concert and 
Brunch. Jam to a low-acoustic concert 
followed by pancakes, eggs, toast and 
fruit. Please bring a can of kosher tuna 
to help in the fight against Jewish 
hunger. To RSVP, go to ssdsboston.org/
concert. For more information, contact 
Stephanie Maroun at 617-630-4625 
or stephanie.maroun@ssdsboston.
org. 10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Solomon 
Schechter Day School, 60 Stein Circle, 
Newton.

NOVEMBER 26
GIVING THANKS! Peabody 
Community Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Service. 7 p.m. All are welcome. For 
more information call, Beth Hoffman at 
978-532-1293. Temple Ner Tamid – 368 
Lowell St., Peabody.

DECEMBER 5
LUNCH & LEARN Presented by 
Temple Ner Tamid. Study the weekly 
Parsha with Rabbi Perlman and enjoy a 
deli sandwich. $ 5. 12 – 1 p.m. RSVP a 
must by Monday, December 2 by calling 
Beth Hoffman at 978-532-1293. Temple 
Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody.

DECEMBER 6
“SKIP THE SERVICE” Family 
Shabbat Dinner presented by Temple 
Ner Tamid. $15 per adult; $5 per 
child – family max - $36. Open to the 
community. RSVP to Cassie Bruner at 
cassiebruner@gmail.com by November 
22. Prepaid reservation is required. 
Chanukah Mitzvah – bring a new pair 
of kid’s pajamas for a child in need. 6 – 
7:30 p.m. Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell 
St., Peabody.

DECEMBER 7,8
THE NUTCRACKER  

28th season of a North Shore 
Holiday Classic performed by New 
England Ballet Ensemble with local 
children in the cast. Dec. 7th - 3 
p.m.; Dec. 8th - 2 p.m. Tickets 
range from $20 - $30. More info at 
newenglandballetensemble.com. 
Marblehead Veterans Middle School. 

DECEMBER 8
TEMPLE NER TAMID 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL OPEN 
HOUSE. Parents and children, ages 
4-5 are invited to check the Religious 
School. 10  – 11:30 a.m. RSVP by 
calling Beth Hoffman - 978-532-1293. 
TNT Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody.

The TBA Brotherhood is bringing back another exciting sports breakfast 
featuring noted sports journalist and author Saul Wisnia to discuss 
among other topics his recently published biography, Son of Havana -  
A Baseball Journey to the Big Leagues and Back about the extraordinary 
life and career of our beloved Red Sox legend Luis Tiant.

The breakfast is open to all. Cost is $18 for non-TBA Brotherhood  
members. $10 for members and for children.

Please RSVP to office@tbabeverly.org / 978-927-3211 ext. 3  
by November 20. Limited tickets will be available at the door.

200 E. Lothrop Street, Beverly, MA 01915  •  tbabeverly.org

TBA BROTHERHOOD 

SPORTS BREAKFAST
Sunday, November 24, 2019 at 10:00 am
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ANDOVER – Chabad Lubavitch of 
Merrimack Valley, 310 North Main 
Street. Rabbi Asher Bronstein. Friday 
night, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Chabad of 
North Andover branch, Rabbi Zalman 
Borenstein. chabadmv.com. 

ANDOVER – Congregation Beth Israel 
of the Merrimack Valley, Building 6, 
Dundee Park, Suite 301, Dundee Park 
Drive, Andover. Rabbi Howard Mandell. 
Friday night services, musical Shabbat 
with dinner twice a month. Shabbat 
morning services every Saturday at 
9:30 a.m. 978-474-0540. Email office@
BethIsraelMV.org. bethisraelmv.org.

ANDOVER – Temple Emanuel 
Andover, 7 Haggetts Pond Road. Rabbi 
Robert Goldstein. Cantor Idan Irelander. 
Friday night services 6 p.m. Beginning 
Friday, August 24, Friday night Shabbat 
services start at 6 p.m. Saturday 
minyan at 9 a.m. templeemanuel.net. 

BEVERLY – Temple B’nai Abraham, 
200 East Lothrop Street. Rabbi Alison 
Adler. Friday, 7 p.m., Saturday, 9 a.m. 
tbabeverly.org. 

CHELSEA – Walnut Street 
Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street. Rabbi 
Lila Kagedan. The Walnut Street 
Synagogue is the inclusive and diverse 
home of Congregation Agudas 
Shalom. walnutstreetsynagogue.com.

CHELSEA – Temple Emmanuel 
Chelsea, 60 Tudor Street. Rabbi/
Cantor Oksana Chapman. Friday 
night, twice a month, first and third 
Fridays. 617-889-1736. facebook.com/
TempleEmmanuelChelsea.

NORTH CHELMSFORD – Congregation 
Shalom, 87 Richardson Road. Rabbi 
Shoshana Perry. Friday night services 
at 6, 7, or 8 p.m. (time determined 
by variant for that week), Friday Tot 
Shabbats at 6:15 p.m., once a month. 
congregationshalom.org. 

EVERETT – Tobin Bridge Chabad – 
Congregation Tifereth Israel (Everett), 
34 Malden Street. Our Synagogue 
holds services at 9:30 am on the first 
Shabbat of each month followed by 
a delicious Kiddush Lunch. www.
tobinbridgechabad.com.

GLOUCESTER – Temple Ahavat 
Achim, 86 Middle Street. Rabbi Steven 
Lewis; no cantor. Friday night services, 
first Friday of every month; every 
Saturday at 9 a.m. 978-281-0739. 
Taagloucester.org. 

HAVERHILL – Temple Emanu-El 
Haverhill, 514 Main Street. Cantor Vera 
Broekhuysen, spiritual leader, assisted 
by Rabbinic Intern Jen Stevens. 
Services every Saturday morning at 
9:30 a.m., special Friday night services 
at 7 p.m. TempleEmanu-el.org.

LOWELL – Temple Emanuel of 
Merrimack Valley, 151 Warren St., 
Ste. 200. Rabbi Robin Sparr. Friday night 
services September-June, at 7:30 p.m. 
temv.org. 

MALDEN – Congregation Agudas 
Achim-Ezrath Israel, 245 Bryant 
Street. Sexton Wayne Freedman. 
Cantorial soloist Phyllis Werlin. Saturday 
services at 9:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush. aa-ei.org.   

MARBLEHEAD – Congregation 
Ahabat Sholom, 1 Community Road.

MARBLEHEAD – Temple Emanu-El, 
393 Atlantic Avenue. Rabbi David 
Meyer. Music specialist Jon Nelson. 
Friday night services 6 p.m. emanu-el.
org. 

MARBLEHEAD – Temple Sinai,  
1 Community Road, Marblehead. Rabbi 
David Cohen-Henriquez; Cantor David 
Aronson. Friday night services at 6 

p.m., Saturday services at 9:30 a.m.  
templesinaiweb.org.

MEDFORD – Temple Shalom of 
Medford, William and Charlotte 
Bloomberg Community Center, 475 
Winthrop Street. Rabbi Braham David. 
Cantor Howard Stern. Friday night 
services at 7:30 p.m., followed by 
oneg shabbat; Saturday morning at 
10 a.m., followed by kiddush lunch. 
templeshalommedford.org. 

MELROSE – Temple Beth Shalom, 
21 East Foster Street. Rabbi Jessica 
Lowenthal. Cantorial soloist Beth 
Purcell. tbsma.org.

NEWBURYPORT – Congregation 
Ahavas Achim, 53½ Washington 
Street. Congregational Leader Alex 
Matthews. Cantor Alex Eidman for high 
holidays only. Services Saturday at 9 
a.m. Caa-newburyport.org.

PEABODY – Chabad Lubavitch of 
Peabody, 682 Lowell Street. Rabbi 
Nechemia and Raizel Schusterman. 
JewishPeabody.com.

PEABODY – Congregation Sons 
of Israel, Park and Spring Streets. 
Spiritual leader Seth Landau. First 
Friday monthly, at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, 
Sunday, at 9 a.m. peabodycsi.org. 

PEABODY – Congregation Tifereth 
Israel, 8 Pierpont Street. No rabbi or 
cantor. Services led by shul president 
Elliot Hershoff and soloist Joanne 
Pressman. Friday services once a 
month. 978-531-8135. ctipeabody.org. 

PEABODY – Temple Tiferet Shalom, 
489 Lowell Street. Rabbi David 
Kudan. Music Director Bryna Tabasky. 
Friday night Shabbat at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday morning Service, Snack, and 
Study at 9:30 a.m. 978-535-2100. 
templetiferetshalom.org.

PEABODY – Temple Ner Tamid, 368 
Lowell Street. Rabbi Richard Perlman. 
Associate Rabbi Bernie Horowitz. 
Friday night at 8 p.m., unless otherwise 
stated. Evening Minyans Monday-
Thursday 7:30 p.m. Morning Minyans 
Saturday 9:30 a.m., Sunday 9 a.m. 
templenertamid.org. 

SAUGUS – Congregation Ahavas 
Sholom, 343 Central Street. Cantor Joel 
Davidson, High Holidays only. Learned 
fellow, Michael Simons. Friday night 
services, once a month, second Friday 
of the month. 781-231-3562.

SWAMPSCOTT – Chabad Lubavitch 
of the North Shore, 44 Burrill Street. 
Rabbi Yossi Lipsker and Layah Lipsker. 
Rabbi Shmaya Friedman. 781-581-3833. 
nsjewish.com.

SWAMPSCOTT – Congregation Shirat 
Hayam, 55 Atlantic Avenue. Rabbi 
Michael Ragozin. Cantor Alty Weinreb. 
Friday night at 6 p.m. Saturday 
services. shirathayam.org. 

WAKEFIELD – Temple Emmanuel, 
120 Chestnut Street. Rabbi Greg Hersh. 
Weekly Shabbat services: Friday nights 
at 7:30 p.m., Saturday mornings at 9:30 
a.m., on the first and third Saturdays 
of the month. Tot Shabbats are held 
on the second Saturday at 9:30 a.m., 
with an alternative Shabbat on the 
fourth Saturday morning at 9:30 p.m. 
781-245-1886. info@WakefieldTemple.
org. facebook.com/wakefieldtemple. 
wakefieldtemple.org.

WINTHROP – Temple Tifereth Israel 
Winthrop, 93 Veterans Road. David 
Joslin, Rabbinic Intern. Cantor Craig 
Mael. Saturday services at 9:30 a.m., 
followed by a kiddush. Sunday services 
at 8:30 a.m., followed by a breakfast. 
Friday night services once a month. 
617-846-1390. Jewish-Winthrop.org.

Temple listings
Temples are listed alphabetically, by city. 

To list your organization, contact Steve at rosenberg@jewishjournal.org.



 By Larry Constantine
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

The morning quiet of a side 
street near the center of a vil
lage in Austria was interrupted 
on 23 Elul (Sept. 23) by the shrill 
blast from a ram’s horn. Tense 
with anticipation, I ended up 
blowing the shofar in its higher, 
more desperate register. Tekiah, 
teruah, shevarim, tekiah gedo-
lah, I sounded the series. From 
me, it was a plangent summons 
and a cry of repentance and 
atonement. It is the fulfillment 
of a personal promise, a long 
pilgrimage to the birthplace of 
some of my ancestors.

The ground on which my 
wife and I stand was once a 
synagogue, the spiritual heart of 
a community of Jews who had 
lived in the town of Frauen
kirchen for nearly 300 years 
after being expelled from 
Vienna. They first settled here in 
the 17th century at the invita
tion of Prince Paul Esterházy, 
who placed them under letters 
of protection as he did Jews in 
each of seven villages in the 
northern half of Burgenland, 
along the border bridging 
Hungary. Perhaps he was moti
vated by some sense of justice 
or generosity, but we know he 
also had hopes that the enter
prising Jews would help invigo
rate the town and enhance it as 
a destination for pilgrims drawn 
to the magnificent twinspired 
Catholic Basilica facing the 
town square.

Jews were not entirely strang
ers to this tableflat region of 
vineyards and farmlands. A 
small gold amulet engraved 
with the Shema was found by 
archeologists in 2008 outside 
the nearby village of Halbturn, 
attesting to a Jewish presence 
at least as early as the third 
century. That presence ended 
abruptly in 1938, when Nazi 
Germany annexed Austria and 
synagogues around the country 
were destroyed.

Today, where once stood a 
synagogue that at one point 
served a community of nearly 
900 Jews – almost a third of 
the village population – stands 
only the Garten der Erinnerung, 
the small memorial garden in 
which we prayed and I blew the 
shofar.

That quiet space, wedged 
between commercial build

ings and facing a parking lot, 
is commanded by a dramatic 
bronze sculpture by Viennese 
artist Dvora Barzilai represent
ing a Torah scroll on a cube of 
local stone.

Atop the base, we found an 
array of a few dozen pebbles, 
in every shade and shape, each 
having been carefully placed 
by some earlier visitor, a long
standing custom among Jews 
visiting a gravesite. This is the 
burial place of a synagogue. To 
the collection of small stones 
atop the sculpture, we add two 
more, ones that have traveled 
all the way from Gloucester, 
collected at Pavilion Beach by 
Rabbi Steven Lewis of Temple 
Ahavat Achim and given to us 
before the trip.

Inside a glasswalled enclo
sure in the far corner of the 
site, there are fragments of the 
original foundation of the syna
gogue exposed by an archeolog
ical dig. On the adjacent wall are 
the names of the last families of 
the congregation whose fates 
were sealed after the Nazi inva
sion. At our feet, in front of the 
names, are a few stones recov
ered from the original floor of 
the temple, including a com
pass rose. Facing Jerusalem to 
the east, I finish my prayers.

Upon first reaching the 
Garten der Errinerung, I said 
the Baruch dayan ha-emet, the 
blessing of death. It was the 
second time on this trip. This 
time was planned; the first, a 
few days earlier in Vienna, was 
unexpected.

I was in Austria in part for 

a conference at the Vienna 
University of Technology, but 

my journey had begun more 
than 15 years earlier when I 
started researching the murky 
traces of my own family roots. 
That research eventually result
ed in a novel, my first work 
of historical fiction, “Distant 
Sons,” a story of immigrants 
from Burgenland and of inter
faith connection and conflict.

Research for the novel led 
me to the work of professor Bob 
Martens at the technical uni
versity. Since 1998, Martens had 
been supervising architecture 
students in creating computer
based digital models of the lost 
synagogues of Austria. These 
virtual reconstructions, based 
on photographs, historical doc
uments, and meticulous archi
val research, make it possible to 
see what the synagogues were 
like from every angle and from 
inside and out. This work, cul
minating in digital realizations 
of all 68 of the lost synagogues 
of Austria, is now on display at 
the Vienna Jewish Museum. 

There, I learned the muse
um had a second site, locat
ed at Judenplatz, the Jewish 

Square. Where once stood the 
synagogue of the Jewish quar
ter of 17thcentury Vienna, 
now stands an impressive and 
imposing Holocaust memo
rial. Beneath the monument 
lies the museum annex, includ
ing a tunnel leading to the 
original archeological dig that 
unearthed the remnants of the 
synagogue destroyed in 1421.

Deep underground, beneath 
the streets of modern Vienna, 
my wife and I entered another 
world, one demarcated by the 
low remains of the stone walls 
of the synagogue. In the cool 
hush, I prayed and was moved 
to tears. The Jews of Burgenland 
had come from Vienna. This 
synagogue and the one in 
Frauenkirchen are connected, 
as are we with other Jews, as are 
we with the past, even when it 
is lost.

Larry Constantine is a 
freelance journalist and 
author of 12 novels, including 
“Distant Sons,” which begins 
in Burgenland and ends in 
America.
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Author Larry Constantine blows the shofar at memorial.

Tracing my Jewish past, buried deep in Austria 

On the adjacent wall 
are the names of the 

last families of the 
congregation whose 

fates were sealed after 
the Nazi invasion. At 
our feet, in front of 

the names, are a few 
stones recovered from 

the original floor of 
the temple, including a 
compass rose. Facing 

Jerusalem to the east, I 
finish my prayers.



NOTICES
ARSENAULT, Susan, 71 – late 
of Saugus. Died on October 22, 
2019. Wife of Joseph Arsenault. 
Daughter of the late Saul and 
Dorothy (Stoller) Steinberg. 
Sister of Ellen Fine and her hus-
band Scott. Aunt of Rebecca 
Fine. (Torf)

COHEN, Gloria, 87 – late of 
Peabody. Died on October 12, 
2019. Wife of the late Julian 
Cohen. Daughter of the late 
Myer and Anne Bornstein. 
Mother of Stephen and his part-
ner Karen, and Paul and his 
wife Amy. Grandmother of Amy 
and her husband Lou, Brian 
and his wife Tara, Alyssa and 
her husband Enx, and Jason 
and his wife Melissa. Great-
grandmother of JJ, Delilah, 
Edith, Oliver, Julian, and Reese. 
Sister of Ruth Kahn and her hus-
band Eric. Aunt of Lisa Traiger 
and Mark Kahn, and many other 
nieces, nephews, and cousins. 

Friend and companion of Abe 
Ogman. (Brezniak-Rodman)

DUBIN, Estelle E. (Kliger), 88 
– late of Peabody, formerly of 
Chelsea. Died on October 31, 
2019. Wife of Murray Dubin. 
Mother of Annette Dubin, 
Diane and her late husband 
Thomas Byron, Helene and 
her husband Scott Baum, 
and Brian and his wife Miya 
Dubin. Grandmother of Cody, 
Matthew, Connor, Jaclyn, and 
Hailey. Great-grandmother of 
Noah. (Goldman)

FELDSTEIN, Howard M. – late 
of Winthrop. Died on November 
3, 2019. Son of the late Barnett 
and Edith Feldstein. Brother of 
Rochelle Adam and her hus-
band Daniel and Michele Tsur 
and her husband Yitzhak. (Torf)

KHAYTER, Gneysa, 95 – late 
of Salem. Died on October 25, 
2019. Wife of Isaak Khayter. 

Mother of Mark Khayter and 
Larisa Katsman. Grandmother 
of Irina Wulf, Yelena Baskin, 
Leah Khayter, Meira Khayter, 
and Mara Khayter. Great-
grandmother of Darian and 
Aydan Wulf, and Bronson 
and Lilah Baskin. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

KRANE, Julian, 93 – late of 
Everett. Died on October 
22, 2019. Husband of Rena 
(Gordon) Krane. Father of 
Rhoda Beyerlin, Sandra Lynch, 
and Cori Krane and her part-
ner Cynthia Daniels. Brother of 
Charlotte Freedman. (Goldman)

QUINT, Sidney K., 84 – late 
of Salem. Died on October 23, 
2019. Widower of Carole Quint. 
Father of Ilene Sacks and her 
late husband Bernard Sacks, 
Michael Quint and his wife 
Sheri, and Betsy Quint-Moran. 
Grandfather of Bryan Quint, 
David Quint, Camillo Moran, 
and Adriano Moran. Friend of 
Kim Deambrose. Son of the 
late Isidore and Betty Quint. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

TENOVSKY, Marci S., 56 – late 
of Revere. Died on October 
27, 2019. Daughter of Cecile 
(Sirota) Tenovsky of Revere 
and the late Norman Tenovsky. 
Sister of the late Scott Tenovsky. 
Niece of Judy and Jerry Stein of 
Swampscott, and Eileen and 
Phil Albin of Texas. Cousin of 
Todd Stein of Swampscott, 
David Stein of Marblehead, 
Alex, Corey, Joshua, and 
Amanda of Marblehead, and 
Meryl, Michael, and David of 
Texas. (Torf)

WEINER, Sandra “Sandy,” 
69 – late of Peabody. Died 
on October 27, 2019. Sister 
of Rachelle Rosenbaum 
and her husband Michael of 
Swampscott, and Harold 
Weiner of Culver City, Calif. 
Aunt of Joshua Rosenbaum 
and his wife Claire of Salem, 
and Adam Rosenbaum of 
Swampscott. Daughter of the 
late Alec and Rebecca (Gold) 
Weiner. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)Family-owned and operated since 1933
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Florence Pressman, of Lynn, 
passed away on November 5, 
2019 after a long illness. She was 
83 years old.

Florence was the loving 
daughter of the late Sam and 
Mary Pressman and the dear sis-
ter of the late Larry Pressman of 
Chelsea. Loving aunt of Lauren 
and Kurt Anderson and their 
daughters Kaitlin and Jennifer. 
Cousin of Risa and Joel Litman 
and their children Jonathan and 
Jordan. Florence is also sur-
vived by her dear friends Merle 
Bluestein, Brenda Collins, and 
many other friends whom she 
loved dearly. 

A graduate from Chelsea 
High School and Simmons 
College, Florence continued 
on to become the Executive 

Director of Jewish Funeral Home 
Association. She was very proud 
of her family’s well-known deli 
in Chelsea. She loved to play 
bridge and volunteer in schools 
and at the food pantry. 

Relatives and friends are 
invited to attend her funeral ser-
vice at the Torf Funeral Chapel, 
151 Washington Ave., Chelsea, 
on Sunday, November 10 at 11:00 
a.m. Interment will follow in 
Chevra Mishna Cemetery, Lynn. 
Contributions in Florence’s 
memory may be made to the 
Diabetes Association, MA Office, 
330 Congress St., 5th Fl, Boston, 
MA 02110, or Beverly Bootstraps 
Food Pantry, 35 Park St., Beverly, 
MA 01915. For an online guest-
book and directions, visit www.
torffuneralservice.com.

Florence Pressman, 83, of Lynn

By Eliana Rudee
JNS.org

“There is no way to describe 
the acts of heroism and the dan-
ger they took upon themselves 
and all those around them to 
shelter an entire family,” said 
Sarah Yanai, 86, upon reunit-
ing with the Greek woman who, 
along with her two sisters, hid 
her and five other members of 
her family during the Holocaust.

“The feeling is very emotion-
al and very exciting. I cannot 
describe it,” said Yanai. “What 
can I say? They saved our lives.”

At the Hall of Names at 
Jerusalem’s Yad Vashem 
on Sunday, Greek rescuer 
Melpomeni Dina, 92, now liv-
ing in Thessaloniki, Greece, was 
reunited with two survivors she 
saved during the Holocaust: 
Yanai, who now lives in Ramat 
Hasharon, and her brother 
Yossi Mor, 77, now living in 
Beersheba.

Melpomeni Dina (then 
Gianopoulou) was just 14 when 
she and her two orphaned sis-
ters, Efthimia and Bithleem, 
decided to hide the Jewish fam-
ily in their home.

For more than two years, 
they hid and provided for the 
Mordechai family, including 
Sarah and Yossi; their parents 
(Mentes and Mari); and siblings 
Asher, Shmuel and Rachel. Due 
to the heroism and sacrifice of 
the Gianopoulou sisters, most 
of the family survived the war.

On April 12, 1994, Yad 
Vashem recognized Melpomeni 
Dina as one of the Righteous 
Among the Nations.

At the meeting, which was 
made possible by a partner-
ship between U.S.-based Jewish 
Foundation for the Righteous 
(JFR) and Yad Vashem, Dina 
was introduced to nearly 40 
descendants of Yanai and Mor.

After meeting all these rela-
tives, Dina declared that she 
sees every member of their 
families as her own. “I am very 
happy to be here and to see 
you,” she told Yanai and Mor 
with tears in her eyes, again 
inviting them and their family 
to live with her in her home in 
Greece.

“We will stay together day 
and night for two days,” Yanai 
told Dina. “We have a lot to talk 
about.”

Greek woman reunited  
with siblings she saved  
during Holocaust



By Myrna Fearer

It was the second day of 
Rosh Hashanah, a day that 
the congregants of Temple 

Tiferet Shalom hold two dif-
ferent services in two different 
places. One is a traditional ser-
vice at the West Peabody tem-
ple; the other, a combination 
service that includes study or a 
commune-with-nature walk at 
Willowdale in Topsfield.

It was at the Topsfield formal 
part of the service that Rabbi 
David Kudan, who manages to 
officiate at both services, solved 
a long-held mystery. In speak-
ing of Creation, according to the 
Torah the rabbi explained, when 
God was creating the world, He 
did something different each 
day of the week. The finale was 
the seventh day, the Sabbath, 
a day of rest. At the end of the 
first day, God reflected on what 
He had done and said, “It was 
good.” At the end of the second 
day, though he seemed pleased 
with His creation, He didn’t 
comment that it was good.

On the third day, however, 
God seemed twice as pleased. At 
the end of that day God said, “Ki 
Tov, it was good” in two different 
places. Therefore 
because of the 
duplication, a tradi-
tion began; Tuesday 
was deemed a lucky 
day.

And that’s when 
I had my aha 
moment. All my life 
I recall my mother 
saying if you were 
doing anything important like 
passing papers on a house, sign-
ing a lease, moving, or even 
starting a new job, you should 
do it on a Tuesday. When I asked 
her why, she would answer it 
had something to do with the 
Torah, but she wasn’t exactly 
sure what.

After that creation revelation 
I started to think of all the times 
my mother passed on long-held 
words of wisdom, whether tradi-
tion or superstition. Call them 
what you like – I just know that 
they are so ingrained in my 
mind that I automatically do 
and say the same things she did. 
And sometimes I discover that 

we Jews are not alone.
Quite a few years ago, I was 

asked to model at the annual 
luncheon fashion show at the 
elegant Glen Magna Farms in 
Danvers. The beautiful outfits 
came from our very swanky 
ladies’ shop “Lorraine Roy.” As 
we models were changing in one 
of the bedrooms, someone put 
a hat on the bed. Store owner 
Jeanne Hennessey immediately 
took it off, saying it was bad 
luck.

I was shocked. Jeannie, 
who grew up with an Albanian 
mother and Irish father, shared 
the same belief, superstition or 

whatever you want 
to call it, as I did. 
And here I thought 
only  Jews felt that 
way.

Then I discov-
ered that she, too, 
could never open 
an umbrella in the 
house. I still am 
not sure if it’s OK to 

open it in the garage, but when 
you are trying to get into a car 
on a rainy day, an open umbrella 
comes in handy.

My mother never bragged 
about anything, and certain-
ly not her children. One time 
I was walking with her when 
she bumped into an old friend. 
When the woman started 
praising her niece, saying how 
well the niece had done at the 
Community School of Religion’s 
confirmation at Temple Israel in 
Boston, my mother enthusiasti-
cally congratulated the proud 
aunt. And we moved on. That’s 
when I questioned mother as to 
why she hadn’t mentioned that 

I, too, had graduated. She didn’t 
even have to say it was at the 
top of the class. Not only was I 
puzzled, I was also a little hurt, 
especially since I was stand-
ing right there. Mom looked at 
me and said,  “Let other people 
praise my children.”

I thought that was so strange 
until I discovered the real rea-
son: She was afraid that the Evil 
Eye was going to hear about it 
and somehow harm me. That’s 
when spitting three times 
accompanied by a “pooh, pooh, 
pooh” each time would make 
things right again. In fact, I really 
identified with the Greeks. In 
“My Big Fat Greek Wedding,” 
everyone spits and pooh poohs 
at the bride’s gown as she walks 
down the aisle. 

If any of us sneezed when my 
mother was around, the sneezer 
had to pull his or her right ear 
though I’m not sure whether 
I tugged it up or down but to 
be on the safe side, I used to 
do both. I wasn’t going to fool 
around with that Evil Eye.

If you were suddenly sick to 
your stomach, it meant the Evil 
Eye was at work. I don’t recall 

any special prayer at that time, 
although I’m sure my mother 
had one, but just in case, tea 
with lemon or flat ginger ale was 
also part of the cure.

Heaven forbid that you talk 
about your good health or boast 
about your wealth, lest you be 
stricken with an illness or see 
your investments take a nose 
dive. On the other hand, if you 
sneezed after making a pro-
found comment, that meant you 
spoke the truth.

Admittedly, more frequently,  
I recall something my mother 
did or said that was supposed to 
ward off those Evil Spirits and I 
find myself doing and saying the 
same things. Though the logical 
part of me says it’s just supersti-
tion, who am I to tempt fate? 

Myrna Fearer writes from 
Danvers.
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Jews and superstition 

Some Jews believe the hamsa provides defense against the Evil Eye 
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My mother was 
afraid that the Evil 
Eye was going to 
hear about it and 

somehow harm me.
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By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF 

MARBLEHEAD – He was 17. 
She was 15. They were madly 
in love. They had just made it 
to Vienna together, by the skin 
of their teeth, lacking money or 
valid passports. On a journey 
across Europe, they bartered 
broaches, cartons of cigarettes, 
and Swiss Army knives to avoid 
the arrests, deportations, and 
murders that had befallen so 
many of their friends and rela-
tives.  

This may sound like 
“Casablanca” or a John le Carré 
novel, but it is actually just a 
small snippet of the incredible 
true story of Robert and Bery 
Sanford, a Romanian Jewish 
couple living in Marblehead 
who recently collaborated on a 
series of memoirs about their 
experiences during  World War 
II. In October, they presented 
three of these books at a Lunch 
and Learn event at the JCC of 

the North Shore: Bery’s mem-
oir “To Life: A Journey;” Robert’s 
memoir, “The Leap to a Life of 
our Own;” and “Gerda, the Girl 
Who Became a Spy,” the story of 
Bery’s relative, who became an 
important spy for the Russians.  

These books are part of a 
recent explosion of creativity 
and memory that has produced 
nine books in the past eight 
months. Robert, 91, a retired 
engineer and professor of chem-
istry, physics, and international 
business, began writing after 
colon cancer and a terrifying 
car accident in short succession 
convinced him he had to tell his 
story while he still had time. 

“I was wondering how much 
time I had left. That convinced 
me not only to start writing, but 
I sped up things,” said Robert. “I 
love to write. My physical exis-
tence depends a great deal on 
how I exercise my brain. I find 
the most compensation in sit-
ting down at the computer and 
allowing ideas to evolve.” 

For most of 2019, Robert has 
spent hours each day writing a 
science fiction trilogy on quan-
tum physics and philosophy, 
travel stories from his years as 
a scientist and academic, and 
his own story of escaping the 
Holocaust in Europe. 

Robert was born Isador 
Strulovici in 1928 in Botoşani, 
Romania, a mid-sized city in 
the country’s northeast that 
has produced a disproportion-
ate number of famous people, 
into a large family of moderately 
observant Jews who owned a 
liquor business and lived peace-
fully until the outbreak of World 
War II. When he was 14, he met 
Bery, an only child raised by her 
grandparents in Bucharest, and 
decided he would one day marry 
her. As the war raged on and 
they both fought to survive the 
Nazis, their two stories converge 

into a heart-stopping thriller 
involving espionage, bribery, 
conscription, and eventually, 
redemption. 

After months of separation 
at the end of the war, Robert 
and Bery were finally reunited in 
Paris, and then got visitors’ visas 
to come to New York City. 

Shortly after arriving in 
America, Robert was drafted to 
fight in the Korean War (even 
though he wasn’t yet a citizen), 
and was honorably discharged, 
despite not having legal papers. 
This was partially thanks to an 
intervention from New York 
Senator Herbert H. Lehman. 
After that, he went to college 
and graduate school on the GI 
Bill, and became a physicist, 
chemist, and professor. He got 
hired by General Electric in 
Lynn, so he and Bery moved to 
Marblehead, where they raised 

three children. They now have 
seven grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.

In “To Life: A Journey,” Bery 
tells her own remarkable story. 
She sat with Robert each day, 
retelling her story about her own 
life and that of her father’s cous-
in Gerda, a spy for the Russians 
who helped turn the tide of the 
war by informing about Nazi 
weaknesses before the Battle 
of Stalingrad. Bery was born in 
Galați as the only child of two 
parents in an unhappy marriage. 
Eventually, her mother left her 
father, and moved back in with 
her parents, who helped raise 
their granddaughter. 

When the war broke out and 
the Russians took over Romania, 
Bery, her mother, her stepfather, 
and Robert embarked on a quest 
through Hungary, Germany, 
Austria, and France that even-
tually ended in their freedom. 
Sadly, most of Bery’s relatives 
did not survive. Her grandmoth-
er died in a concentration camp 
holding a doll she believed was 
Bery, and her uncle dug his own 
grave before crying, “Long live 
Romania!”

Unlike many survivors, Bery 
told her children her story, even 
if it was hard to relive. “I didn’t 
hide anything. I told them that 
my grandparents died, they 
knew about concentration 
camps, they knew about my 
uncle being shot,” she said.

Robert said having Bery at his 
side has helped him process the 
turmoil of his early years and the 
guilt that comes with surviving 
when so many did not. “I helped 
Bery a lot. She helped me a lot,” 
he said. “I’m more fragile than 
you think. I told Bery a little 
while ago that without her, I’d go 
to pieces. But I am a Jew. I always 
will be one.”

Marblehead couple shares their stories of surviving the Holocaust

Co-authors Robert and Bery Sanford are just as in love now as they 
were when the events of their books took place.

The Sanfords have written and published nine books in eight 
months, after cancer and a car accident inspired Robert to memorial-
ize his stories.



We have all experienced the 
negative effects of loneliness; 
we understand the sharp pain 
that comes with feeling isolated 
from family and friends. While 
loneliness is a prevalent issue 
in all walks of life, it is particu-
larly acute amongst the disabil-
ity community due to the addi-
tional barriers created by social 
stigma and lack of community 
access. 

The New England Inclusion 
Summit 2019 will be held on Nov. 
10 in Brookline. The one-day 
conference will address social 
isolation and present models of 
inclusive social and recreational 
activities for people of all abili-
ties and all ages. New England 
Yachad, in partnership with The 
Ruderman Family Foundation, 
is gathering community lead-
ers, organizations, parents, indi-
viduals with disabilities, clergy, 
and professionals. Throughout 
the day, participants will col-
lectively identify roadblocks and 
solutions to reducing isolation 
and loneliness while creating 
friendships through social and 
recreational activities. 

The conference will include 
a diverse array of speakers and 
performers who will address 
the need to fight social isola-
tion through various mediums 
of innovation and technology. 
The day will begin with open-
ing remarks and a talk from 
clinical child psychologist Dr. 
Ross Greene, followed by a 

panel featuring notable keynote 
speakers, including Mary Beth 
McMahon, CEO and President 
of the Special Olympics; Josh 
Kraft, President and CEO of 
the Girls and Boys Club; Jo Ann 
Simons, Chief Executive Officer 
of Northeast Arc; and Justice 
Richard Bernstein, the first blind 
justice to sit on the Michigan 
Supreme Court. Topping the 
morning off is a presentation 
by Mindy Scheier, the CEO and 
Founder of Runway of Dreams, 
a nonprofit organization that 
works toward a future of inclu-
sion, acceptance and opportu-
nity in the fashion industry for 
people with disabilities. 

In the afternoon, there will 
be nine breakout sessions 
where participants can engage 
in workshops, panel-led dis-
cussions, or TED-style talks on 
topics like bullying, workplace 
inclusion, aging and disability, 

inclusion through recreation, 
personal advocacy and more. 
The day will conclude with a 
concert by the ME2 Orchestra, 
the world’s only classical music 
organization created for indi-
viduals with mental illnesses 
and the people who support 
them. 

The summit serves as an 
innovative opportunity to come 
together as a broader com-
munity, to trade ideas, and lay 
the groundwork for new pro-
grams and initiatives that move 
towards a better and more wel-
coming world for people with 
disabilities. 

The Inclusion Summit will 
take place on Nov. 10 from 9:30 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Yachad 
Community Center in Brookline. 
Member tickets are $10 and gen-
eral admission is $65. Register 
before Nov. 10 at yachad.org.
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The High Holy Days prayer to be 
inscribed in the Book of Life doesn’t 
pertain to Roy Cohn, who died in 

1986. Surely, though, he is inscribed for 
eternity in the Book of Bad Jews.

Matt Tyrnauer’s “Where’s My Roy 
Cohn?” revisits in depth the infamous 
early landmarks in the unscrupulous law-
yer’s career: His prosecution (as part of 
the U.S. Attorney’s office in Manhattan) 
and the execution of Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg for spying for the Soviet 
Union, and his investigation and perse-
cution (as chief counsel to Sen. Joseph 
McCarthy) of alleged Communists in the 
Federal government. The film opened 
late last month.  

Those high-profile, early-1950s power 
plays established Cohn as a brilliant, 
ruthless and smoothly articulate opera-
tive who would go to any lengths to 
conceal his sexual identity (while pursu-
ing his pleasure). All of that, along with 
Cohn’s rule-flouting approach to private 
practice, is sufficient to place him among 
the most despicable figures of 20th cen-
tury public life.

Yet “Where’s My Roy Cohn?” adds a 
third charge to the indictment. It assem-
bles a case that Cohn was the primary 
mentor and role model for a bullying, 
amoral real estate developer by the name 
of Donald Trump. Our current mess, in 
other words, bears the long-gone Cohn’s 
greasy fingerprints. 

This last bit, while provocative and per-
suasive, is plainly included in Trynauer’s 
purview to draw his detailed (and aggres-
sively, excessively soundtracked) docu-
mentary out of the realm of history and 

into the maelstrom of current events. 
In fact, the film takes its title from a 
Trump lament when he needed a fixer 
with Cohn’s efficiency, discretion and 
nonexistent moral code. (He found him 
in Michael Cohen, who’s on track for his 
own entry in the Book of Bad Jews.)

Cohn was an only child under the 
influence of an influence-seeking father 
and a domineering mother. Dora Marcus 
was a less-than-attractive woman with 
family money and powerful connections; 
Albert Cohn was a shady lawyer who 
purportedly proposed marriage if one of 
Dora’s kin procured a judgeship for him.

Dora was quite, um, pragmatic herself, 

it seems. A cousin remembers the seder 
when a maid inconveniently died, and 
Dora ordered the body stashed under the 
kitchen table rather than ruin her guests’ 
evening. 

Presumably, Roy got his extraordinary 
talent for expediency from Dora. A regu-
lar presence in the New York daily papers 
and a political force behind the scenes for 
nearly his entire career, Cohn was driven 
by power and its perks. His tactics were 
astonishingly shameless – deny, distract, 
attack and intimidate – and it’s disheart-
ening that they’re been embraced and 
adopted by a major political party.

Incidentally, that cousin, while one 

of the most candid interviewees in 
Tyrnauer’s documentary, is pretty much 
the only one who can muster a smidgen 
of affinity for Cohn three-plus decades 
after his death from AIDS.

The obvious crony who wouldn’t kick 
dirt on his grave is former television 
personality Barbara Walters, who had to 
benefit from her association with the 
Manhattan power player (even as Cohn 
used her to deflect persistent reports that 
he was gay). But Walters, now 90 years 
old, is conspicuously absent. 

If it seems that the saga of Roy Cohn, 
like the Passover story, is told and retold 
to new generations, you’re not wrong. 
Tony Kushner imagined the ghost of Ethel 
Rosenberg visiting an AIDS-wracked 
Cohn in his Tony Award-winning 1991 
play, “Angels in America: A Gay Fantasia 
on National Themes.” In 2003, director 
Mike Nichols adapted the play for HBO 
Films with Al Pacino playing Cohn and 
Meryl Streep as Ethel. (Nichols, at least, 
was Jewish.)

The following year, Julius and Ethel’s 
granddaughter, Ivy Meeropol, released 
“Heir to an Execution,” a powerful docu-
mentary about the Rosenberg trial and 
its political and personal aftermath. 
Coincidentally, at last month’s New York 
Film Festival, Meeropol premiered “Bully. 
Coward. Victim. The Story of Roy Cohn,” 
which will air at a future date on HBO.

It’s difficult to glean a lesson, or a 
moral, from Roy Cohn’s life of narcissism, 
cruelty and self-loathing. After all, he 
penetrated the inner circles of power, and 
he reveled in the spoils of victory.

If history truly is the final judge, at 
least on Earth, then it’s a good idea to 
maintain the Book of Bad Jews.

Photo: Sony Pictures Classics 
Joseph McCarthy and Roy Cohn

Roy Cohn documentary unmasks a villainous legacy

Ruderman Family Foundation and  
New England Yachad organize  
New England Inclusion Summit
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By Jordan Weil 

Start a Limmud; save the 
world. That is the strongly held 
view of Steffi Aronson Karp, 
founder of LimmudBoston, the 
annual celebration of Jewish 
culture and lifelong learn-
ing. Limmud means “study” 
in Hebrew. The 10th annual 
LimmudBoston festival will 
take place all day on Sunday, 
November 17 at Brookline’s new 
384 Harvard Street Campus, 
comprising Congregations 
Kehillath Israel (KI), Mishkan 
Tefila, and 6 other congrega-
tions and organizations. This 
10th annual LimmudBoston 
offers more than 94 separate 
learning sessions for the entire 
Jewish community: beginner 
to scholar, young to young-at-
heart. 

Exhilarated by attendance 
at the first Limmud Atlanta in 
2008, Karp contacted the orga-
nizers of the volunteer-driven, 
worldwide Limmud communi-
ty, based in the U.K. A year later, 
the first LimmudBoston was 
held in Boston’s Temple Israel. 
LimmudBoston welcomes 
everyone who is interested in 
Jewish learning and culture, and 
encourages everyone to pro-
pose sessions they would like 
to present, which are evaluated 
by the Program Team. There are 
no titles at Limmud, and every-
one is on a first name basis. 
Everyone is a volunticipant (vol-
unteer plus participant), which 
encourages all who attend to 
share in the energy and success 
of each program.

Raised in Swampscott, Karp 
was inspired by her years in 
SMARTY, the youth group of 
Marblehead’s Temple Emanuel. 
She fondly remembers learning 
while doing “Jewish” together. 

“Those youth group programs 
had a profound impact on my 
adult Jewish choices,” she states. 
“LimmudBoston succeeds 
because we provide a youth,  
group-like experience for every-
one.” Each hour LimmudBoston 
offers more than a dozen learn-
ing opportunities on everything 
from food and craft demonstra-
tions to Torah, Talmud, social 
justice, wellness, climate change 
and the arts. 

Several years ago, Karp 
received the Synagogue Council 
K’lal Yisrael Award for unit-
ing the greater New England 
Jewish Community with 
LimmudBoston. Now, after 10 
years of running LimmudBoston 
from her Waban home, she is 
passing the reins to the board, 
and to Alan Teperow, former 
Executive Director of Synagogue 
Council, and to the many vol-
unticipants of LimmudBoston. 
“With no titles and hundreds 
of volunticipants, Limmud is a 
grand lowerarchy – where every-
one is on a first name basis and 
volunteer culture is key.” 

Karp sees it as a great honor 
to have created such a won-
derful showcase of everything 
Jewish. Highlights for this 10th 
year include presenters from 
Pardes and Hartman Institutes, 

drama therapist and Covenant, 
Scholar Sally Grazi-Shatzkes, 
who will speak about bring-
ing Holocaust studies to a new 
generations through interactive 
drama, and Yael Kanarek, who 
is re-gendering the Torah as an 
artist/scholar-in-residence at a 
NY congregation. 

LimmudBoston plays well 
with others. Over the last 
decade, nearly every area con-
gregation and organization 
have offered their talents and 
support. Limmud is fun. The 
Silent Auction is a great way 
to support Limmud while find-
ing local talent to bring home. 
According to Karp, “I could not 
have done my part without a 
legion of terrific and devoted 

and generous donors and vol-
unteers. LimmudBoston enjoys 
support from all of the major 
Jewish organizations and con-
gregations in this area.” 

She adds, “The world would, 
indeed, be a better place if all 
people adopted Limmud values 
and principles. If we all aspired 
to learn together, discern 
together, to create together, we 
would have a culture of volun-
ticipation.” 

At LimmudBoston #10 on 
November 17th, there will be 
a celebration of 10 years of 
LimmudBoston, including a 
panel on the values of Jewish 
lifelong learning presented by 
Hebrew College’s Art Green and 
Margie Klein Ronkin, rabbis 
who represent different genera-
tions of Jewish learning. 

As part of LimmudFest 

2019, we will pay tribute to 
LimmudBoston founder, Steffi 
Aronson Karp, whose love of 
Jewish learning and culture has 
enriched the fabric of Jewish 
life in our area. Everyone will 
gather at the festival to share in 
an uplifting 10-year anniversary 
celebration with music, learn-
ing, and a tribute to Karp, who 
has brought us all the shared 
joy of the LimmudFest experi-
ence. There will be some special 
surprises as well as words of 
gratitude and appreciation by 
Rabbi Robert Goldstein (Temple 
Emanuel of Andover), Rabbi 
Toba Spitzer, and by Steffi’s son, 
Adam Karp.

More information, and reg-
istration, and Silent Auction 
offerings, can be found at www.
LimmudBoston.org

Start a Limmud; save the world

Swampscott native Steffi 
Aronson Karp will be honored at 
the 10th annual LimmudBoston 
Festival.

Last week the Boston-based 
Ruderman Family Foundation, 
along with The Jewish Agency 
for Israel, Haaretz, and The 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
hosted the inaugural Judaism, 
Israel and Diaspora Conference 
in Jerusalem.

The conference sought 
to expand the definitions of 
Judaism beyond the narrow-
religious boundaries, and to 
illuminate the existence of 
Judaism as a culture, a nation 
and a shared identity for Israelis 
and Diaspora Jews. Speakers 
at the conference included 
President of Israel Reuven Rivlin, 
Chairman of The Jewish Agency 
for Israel Isaac Herzog and 
Shira Ruderman, Director of the 
Ruderman Family Foundation, 
among others.

“This conference proves that 
Israel’s understanding of its 
relationship with the American 
Jewish community is under-
going a transformation. Until 
today we were used to this 
conversation taking place in 
a closed room, but today that 
changes,” Shira Ruderman said 
in her keynote speech. 

Ruderman added: “[This 
event] is happening, in Hebrew, 

with an audience of over 1,500 
people. This proves the topic 
is of utmost importance, rele-
vant and affecting all fields of 
life. This relationship touches 
upon all of us, including issues 
of national security, health 
and higher education budget 
resources, and also the very 
essence of Jewish identity. 
Finally, this topic is in a wor-
thy place on the public agenda. 
And this is only the beginning. 
Today’s conference opens the 
door on turning Israel’s relation-
ship with the American Jewish 
community into a relevant 
issue, with the public having a 
voice as it does on issues of 
security or the economy. Today 
we are turning up the volume 
on this crucial discussion, so 
that as many people as possible 
participate in it.”

At the conference, a poll 
revealed that 51 percent of 
Israeli Jews believe American 
Jews are not sufficiently sup-
portive of the Jewish state. And 
while 33 percent said they are 
supportive enough, only 3 per-
cent said they would prefer to 
see a higher level of criticism of 
Israel by American Jews.

Ruderman Family Foundation 
hosts Diaspora Conference

Shira Ruderman and Israeli President Reuven Rivlin

“LimmudBoston 
succeeds because we 

provide a youth group-
like experience for 

everyone,” 
     – Steffi Aronson Karp



An alleged white supremacist has been charged 
in attempt to blow up a Colorado synagogue.

Richard Holzer, 27, was arrested on Friday after 
federal authorities gave him two fake pipe bombs 
and 14 sticks of dynamite to detonate at Temple 
Emanuel, Colorado’s second-oldest synagogue, in 
Pueblo, about two hours from Denver.

He was charged with intentionally attempting 
to obstruct persons in the enjoyment of their free 
exercise of religious beliefs, through force and the 
attempted use of explosives and fire.

Holzer allegedly met with undercover agents 
posing as fellow white supremacists to discuss 
a plan to attack Temple Emanuel; they then vis-
ited the synagogue together. An affidavit alleges 
that he then made additional trips on his own 
to inspect the synagogue and coordinated with 

undercover agents to obtain explosives to “get that 
place off the map.”

If convicted, Holzer could face up to 20 years 
in prison.
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By Rabbi Richard Perlman

Throughout Jewish history 
and wherever Jews have lived, 
among the highest expres-
sions of these lofty ideals has 
been the hevra kaddisha, the 
Jewish Burial Society; literally, 
the “sacred gathering.” The first 
task of a new Jewish commu-
nity has always been the orga-
nization of caring men and 
women to tend to the needs of 

the deceased, preparing for the 
respectful and loving burial of 
our dear ones. Members of the 
hevra kaddisha attend to the 
practice of taharah – the ritual 
washing of the body prior to 
burial, as well as the cloaking of 
the departed in the traditional 
burial garments, tachrichim, 
and the placing of the departed 
in the simple casket. These rites 
are acts of unblemished kind-
ness, for which no repayment 
can ever be made, and no such 
favor ever returned. There is no 
greater mitzvah in Jewish life 
than being part of a hevra kad-
disha.

Sadly, I recently learned that 
here in our North Shore commu-
nity, the availability of a hevra 
kaddisha to perform the lov-
ing acts preparing our departed 
dear ones for burial has become 
a problem – especially for those 
families who do not identify as 
Orthodox in practice. This is 
partly due to the more “corpo-
rate” evolution of family-owned 
mortuaries, and likewise a 
product of our own geographi-

cal individualities in relation to 
the larger, metro-Boston Jewish 
community; families who desire 
for their dear ones the tradition-
al rites, including taharah are 
left without recourse aside from 
shipping their beloved corpse 
into Brookline or other loca-
tions, before the body can truly 
be allowed to “rest in peace.” 
The principal of “k’vod ha-met” 
– respect for the departed – 
must be sacrificed in order to 
adhere to our traditional rites.

Recently, I along with my 
colleagues of the North Shore 
Rabbinical and Cantorial 
Association, in conjunction 
with Jewish funeral directors 
in our area, have been meet-
ing to address the absence 
of a local hevra kaddisha. 
In addition, those leading 
the effort (myself included 
among them) have engaged 
in discussions with Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies and the 
Community Hevra Kaddisha of 
Greater Boston to help resolve 
the dilemma we find ourselves 
in here in our community. The 

Community Hevra Kadisha of 
Greater Boston (CHK) is an 
independent, non-denomi-
national organization of indi-
viduals, synagogues and other 
Jewish institutions committed 
to making the full range of burial 
rituals accessible and available 
to the entire Jewish community. 
It is a model that we are looking 
to emulate here on the North 
Shore (See www.hevrakadisha.
org for more information).

So, this is where you come 
in – for creating and partici-
pating in a hevra kaddisha is a 
voluntary expression of loving-
kindness. Please consider join-
ing us and learning about being 
trained in the various rituals and 
procedures that have been part 

of Jewish life and death for mil-
lennia. This is such a wonderful 
mitzvah and I know that when 
you understand the process, 
you will want to participate. 
Our community will gather as a 
whole for an informational ses-
sion on Tuesday, Nov. 19 at 7:30 
p.m. at Temple B’nai Abraham 
in Beverly. Rabbis, funeral direc-
tors, and representatives of the 
CHK will be on hand to help 
guide the discussion and move 
forward to learning what might 
be involved in creating our own 
consortium of volunteers ready 
and willing to share in this high-
est of all mitzvot. 

Rabbi Richard Perlman leads 
Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody. 

Community to meet on Nov. 19 to discuss creating a local hevra kaddisha

community that embraces the 
dignity of all.” 

Jewish student and alumni 
organizations including UMass 
Hillel, UMass Students in 
Alliance for Israel and Alums for 
Campus Fairness condemned 
the act.

“UMass Hillel is disheart-
ened,” the group said in a 
post by staff on its Facebook 
page. “Swastikas are symbols 
of hatred and violence towards 
Jews and others and have no 
place at UMass or anywhere. We 
denounce anti-Semitism and 
remain committed to cultivat-
ing a campus community where 
hate has no home.”

This is at least the third anti-
Semitic incident to occur at the 
state’s flagship university over 
the last year. Last November, the 
door of a student’s dorm in John 
Quincy Adams Hall was vandal-
ized with a swastika and homo-
phobic and transphobic slurs. 
A few weeks later in December, 
a swastika was found next to a 
Hanukkah sign on the door of 
a residential assistant’s room in 
the Baker Hall dorm. 

Hillel staff held extended 
office hours and offered support 
services and a communal gath-
ering on campus Thursday and 
allocated time for conversation 
and reflection on Friday evening 

following its Shabbat dinner. 
On Oct. 24, eight swasti-

kas were painted inside three 
academic buildings at Smith, 
an all-women’s college part of 
the Five College Consortium 
that includes UMass Amherst, 
Amherst College, Hampshire 
College, and Mount Holyoke 
College. 

In a letter to students, faculty 
and staff, Smith College presi-
dent Kathleen McCartney con-
demned the vandalism as an act 
of “hatred and cowardice.” 

Smith College had no further 
update on its investigation into 
the incident.

Swastikas found at UMass Amherst
from page 1

Jewish World and Mideast News 
— from Jewish News Service (JNS.org) —

Virginians elected Eileen Filler-Corn as both the 
first Jewish and female Speaker of the state’s House of 
Delegates on Tuesday.

A Democrat, Filler-Corn, 55, has represented the 
Fairfax County suburbs of Washington, D.C., in the 
state chamber since 2010. She’s also the first speaker 
from northern Virginia in four decades.

The milestone added to what was a historic night 
for Filler-Corn’s fellow Democrats, who took control 
of both legislative bodies in the Commonwealth and 
whose governor, Ralph Northam, is a Democrat.

Virginia House elects first 
Jewish and female Speaker

Jewish astronaut Jessica 
Meir, 42, shared photos of Israel 
she took from space.

Meir joined the crew of the 
International Space Station 
in September and in October 
became part of the first-ever 
female spacewalking team. 
Meir, who is the fourth Jewish 
woman and 15th Jewish astro-
naut overall to be part of a space 
mission, brought an Israeli flag 
to the space station as one of 
her allowed personal items.

Meir’s late father, born in 
Iraq, immigrated with his fam-
ily to pre-state Israel as a young 
child and later fought in Israel’s 
War of Independence in 1948, 
according to JTA. He became 
a doctor and took a job in 

Sweden, where he met Meir’s 
mother; together, they moved 
to Maine when Meir’s father was 
offered a job there.

“My father’s globe span-
ning journey as a surgeon from 
the Middle East, to Europe, 
and eventually to the U.S. was 
an inspiration to many in my 
immediate and extended fam-
ily. #TheJourney,” tweeted Meir 
on Friday

Israeli President Reuven 
Rivlin responded to the photos 
in a tweet, saying, “Dear Jessica, 
thank you for taking us with you 
on your space voyage. We are 
proud of you and send warm 
regards from Israel.”

Meir is expected to stay on 
the ISS until the spring of 2020.

Photo: NASA 
NASA astronaut Jessica Meir during a spacewalk. 

Photo: Jessica Meir’s Twitter page
Israel as seen from space by Jessica Meir. 

Jewish astronaut shares photos of Israel captured from space

Temple Emanuel in Pueblo, Colo. 

Alleged white supremacist charged  
in attempt to bomb Colorado synagogue
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By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

PEABODY – Life really does 
come full circle. Recently, a tod-
dler turned 1 on the same day a 
senior turned 100. Despite the 
century separating them, they 
celebrated their birthday togeth-
er, in front of a large crowd in 
the common area of the Harriett 
and Ralph Kaplan Estates, an  
assisted living community in 
Peabody. 

Such intergenerational cel-
ebrations are not unusual at 
Kaplan Estates, which hosts 
both the Shapiro-Rudolph 
Adult Day Center and the North 
Suburban Jewish Community 
Center daycare and preschool. 
In 2012, Kaplan Estates ‒ then 
the Aviv Centers for Living ‒ wel-
comed the preschool on-site, 
and it was an intergenerational 
match made in heaven. 

The NSJCC preschoolers 
immediately began relation-
ships with their “grandfriends.” 
Young and old celebrate all 
major secular and Jewish holi-
days together in the common 
area, and help prepare for them 
during shared cooking sessions. 
Some grandfriends also join the 
preschoolers for music and arts 
and crafts.

“[The residents] love it, they 
truly love it,” said Susan Novack, 
NSJCC’s early childhood direc-
tor, who noted that residents also 
are able to observe the children 
in their classrooms and play-
ing in the outside playground. 

“They respond beautifully to the 
sound of children’s voices.”

Everyone at Kaplan Estates 
is invited to watch outdoor per-
formances by magicians, musi-
cians, animal handlers, and 
more brought to campus for the 
kids. Residents also attend pre-
school graduation ceremonies, 
and some preschoolers have 
even invited residents to their 
birthday parties. Each week, 
the two generations celebrate 
Shabbat together, and through-
out the year, they bond over 
Seders, sukkahs, Purim parties, 
and menorah lightings. During 
Purim and Simchat Torah, pre-
schoolers parade around the 
entire facility.

Novack reported that being 
in regular contact with so many 

seniors has taught children from 
a young age to be comfortable 
around people with disabili-
ties. “It’s a great tool for the kids 
because they are not surprised 
at all at seeing a person with 
a walker, a wheelchair, a cane, 
even an amputee – they’re not 
fearful of it all,” she said.     

“They really have taken them 
in as their friends, neighbors 
– some don’t have grandpar-
ents, so they’ve taken them in 
as their adopted grandparents,” 
said NSJCC Executive Director 
Sue Callum, who also noted 
how much the seniors have 
enriched the children’s learning. 
“They love sharing their stories 
with our students here. They’ll 
come in and read a story about 
Hanukkah or Passover and tell 

their experience about what it 
was like. 

“We had one terrific experi-
ence about a year ago – this 
gentleman came down, and he’s 
98 now, I believe, with his iPad, 
and the kids were giggling, they 
couldn’t believe he had an iPad. 
But he was showing things about 
when he was in the military.” 

A 2014 study from the London 
School of Economics reported 
that intergenerational friend-
ships had positive effects on 
seniors’ quality of life, stress lev-
els, cognitive functioning, and 
social interaction skills. 

“They make me feel younger,” 
said Mary Hanson, a day cen-
ter participant from Lynn who 
spends Thursday morning cook-
ing classes with the preschool-

ers. “I always look forward to 
coming on Thursdays.”

Janice McLellan, a day cen-
ter participant from Revere 
who accompanies Hanson to 
the Thursday cooking classes, 
has been working with the pre-
schoolers for the past four years, 
and has enjoyed seeing them 
grow into children who can talk, 
sing, and bake hamantaschen 
with her. “I love watching the 
kids – they’re little infants, and 
then they grow up, and they’re 
walking and everything,” she 
said. “There’s one tiny one – he’s 
really funny. We had a concert 
going, and he danced the whole 
time. I love watching that kid. 

“And then they graduate,” 
said Hanson wistfully. “I hate to 
see them go.”

Kids and elders bridge the generation gap at Kaplan Estates in Peabody

“They really have taken them in as their friends, neighbors – some 
people don’t have grandparents, so they’ve taken them in as their 
adopted grandparents,” said NSJCC Executive Director Sue Callum.

Each week, preschoolers and their “grandfriends” celebrate Shabbat 
together in the common room of Kaplan Estates. 
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Zarrin proud to  
support Israel

Incoming JNFuture New 
England Chair, Oz Zarrin, has 
called on young Jewish profes-
sionals in Boston to celebrate 
and explore their connection 
with Israel through JNFuture.

“We are blessed in this coun-
try to have so many different and 
wonderful ways to connect with 
Israel,” said incoming JNFuture 
New England Chair, Oz Zarrin. 
“What excites me is the oppor-
tunity that JNFuture provides to 
those looking to connect with 
their heritage, Israel, and social 
justice initiatives. JNFuture really 
is uniquely positioned to provide 
everything from social events to 
outstanding experiential pro-
grams in Israel,” said Zarrin.

Since its founding in 2007, 
JNFuture has grown exponen-
tially from one city to more than 
20 across the U.S. JNFuture 
members gain access to a vast 
network of like-minded peers 
and a variety of events from 
movie screenings and happy 
hours, exclusive speakers’ series, 
VIP receptions with senior Israeli 
officials, and specialized trips to 
Israel.

JNF-USA is the leading phil-
anthropic organization for Israel 
that supports critical environ-
mental and nation building 
activities in Israel’s north and 
south. 

Upcoming JNFuture events 
can be viewed at jnf.org.

The Rashi School recently 
hosted a reception to welcome 
new Head of School Adam 
W. Fischer. With more than 
150 members of the Rashi com-
munity in attendance, the group 
celebrated the start of the school 
year. 

The evening brought three 
Rashi leaders together: Rabbi 
Richard “Rim” Meirowitz, who 
was the first head of school at 
Rashi; Adam W. Fischer, the new 
head of school; Rabbi Henry 
Zoob; founding Chair of the 
school. 

Rashi welcomes new head of school 

Rabbi Richard “Rim” Meirowitz, Head of School Adam W. Fischer, 
and Rabbi Henry Zoob.

Swampscott’s Mark Gelfand, 
who has built numerous schools 
in Africa and Israel, traveled to 
Ethiopia this month to continue 
his efforts to promote STEM 
education. In Ethiopia, he visit-
ed the African Union headquar-
ters and met with 50 students 
from different regions of the 
country. In addition, he deliv-
ered to Addis Ababa Institute 

of Technology a Chemical 
Engineering training factory 
that he designed with Case 
Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland, Ohio; this innovation 
will be huge, for high school and 
university education in Africa, 
to begin the wide-scale steps of 
sustainable harvesting of nat-
ural resources by Africans for 
Africans. 

Gelfand promotes STEM in Ethiopia

AAIT technician, Mark Gelfand, Dr. Yimam Abubeker, head of the 
Chemical Engineering Department at Addis Ababa Institute of 
Technology  and Kidist Gebreamlak, president of STEMpower.  

Discerning North Shore 
shoppers have long known the 
Gold Bug is the place to go for 
unique, stylish, and fine jewelry.

Now celebrating her 40th 
year in business, owner and 
Marblehead resident Suzanne 
Green takes the pulse from trade 
shows in New York, Las Vegas, 
and Europe – seeking the right 
mix of designs for savvy North 

Shore women. What makes the 
Gold Bug special? In addition to 
its well-presented selection and 
reasonable pricing, Suzanne has 
always been on the tasteful edge 
of new designs with diamonds, 
gold, and pearls. 

While the majority of her cli-
entele are women, Suzanne says 
“more and more men come in 
asking, ‘What would my wife 

like?’ We’re happy to work with 
their budget to choose the most 
beautiful and thoughtful gifts. I 
take pride in offering this kind 
of personalized service.”

For experience, great pric-
es, and expert advice, when it 
comes to fine jewelry, one of 
the North Shore’s best resources 
is the Gold Bug – at 43 Atlantic 
Avenue in Marblehead.

Gold Bug celebrates 40th year in business   

North Shore residents brought along the Jewish Journal during a recent JCCNS tour of Eastern Europe. 
Here, the group stands in front of the Klausen Synagogue, the largest synagogue in the former Prague 
Jewish ghetto.

Oz Zarrin, Chair of JNFuture 
New England



to solve. Most involve property 
violations in which no suspect 
is ever identified or charged. In 
rare instances when a suspect is 
identified and hate charges are 
brought, they won’t stick unless 
evidence convincingly shows a 
solely hateful motive. That hefty 
burden of proof gives defense 
attorneys a wide target for pok-
ing holes in the prosecution’s 
case.

But with hateful incidents 
occurring with more frequency 
in recent years, communities 
want to do all they can to tight-
en the system’s loose fittings. 
From 2015 to 2017, the Anti-
Defamation League noted anti-
Semitic incidents more than 
doubled nationwide.  

In Massachusetts, the ADL 
identified 144 anti-Semitic 
incidents in 2018, the second-
highest year on record. The 
ADL’s list tracks events involv-
ing a non-threatening comment 
or message that reflects bias, 
bigotry or prejudice. These are 
not criminal because they’re 
protected as free speech under 
the First Amendment in the 
U.S. Constitution. Meanwhile, 
hate crimes against Jews in 
Massachusetts reached their 
highest number this centu-
ry (90) in 2017, according to 
the Executive Office of Public 
Safety & Security’s Hate Crime 
in Massachusetts 2017 report.

Not every incident is report-
ed. Across Massachusetts, 254 
cities and towns reported zero 
hate crime incidents in 2017, 
according to the EOPSS report. 
In 2016, 265 agencies reported 
zero incidents. Those reporting 
zero for an entire year weren’t 
just small towns in rural areas. 
They included such diverse cit-
ies as Gloucester (population 
30,000), Lawrence (pop. 81,000) 
and Fall River (pop. 89,000). 
More recently, Fall River has 
been investigating as a hate 
crime the desecration of 59 
grave sites at a Jewish cemetery 
last March, but no one has been 
charged.

“It’s hard to believe that there 
were no crimes that were moti-
vated by bias in 2017 in a city 
that calls itself ‘The Immigrant 
City,’” said Michael Coyne, dean 
of the Massachusetts School of 
Law, referring to neighboring 
Lawrence. “Either law enforce-
ment isn’t sufficiently trained 
to recognize what might be a 
hate crime or we’ve got a seri-
ous issue of underreporting. 
Because it just doesn’t make any 
sense how a city like Lawrence 
does not have any.” 

By law, the state’s seven 
police academies overseen by 
the Municipal Police Training 
Committee must train recruits 
and in-service personnel to 
enforce the state’s hate crime 
statutes. Last year, hate crimes 
were covered in legal update 
sessions that officers statewide 
were required to attend.  

To help crack down on 
the rising tide of hate crimes, 
Governor Charlie Baker in 2017 
reinstated the Hate Crimes Task 
Force, which had disbanded 
after a spate of activity in the 
1990s. In 2018, he heeded a rec-
ommendation from the panel: 
He called on law enforcement 
agencies statewide to establish 
a point person for the reporting 
of hate crimes. 

For some departments, 
the governor’s suggestion was 

already in place. Lynn, for 
instance, has for years been 
processing hate crime allega-
tions through its chief detec-
tive, according to Lieutenant 
Michael Kmiec. Police depart-
ments in Salem and Danvers 
also have point persons for 
investigating potential hate 
crimes. Police in Peabody and 
Revere did not respond to que-
ries from the Jewish Journal.

Some now say it’s time to 
move beyond suggestions to 
requirements. 

“That would really help,” 
McDevitt said. Having a desig-
nee in each law enforcement 
agency “helps a lot in terms of 
educating the police officers 
and educating the prosecutors. 
You then have a civil rights offi-
cer who understands what a 
hate crime is … They can help 
to sort of make the case that this 
is important.” 

Once police have charged a 
suspect, the district attorney’s 
office in that county makes sure 
in most cases that the suspect 
is arraigned. But critics say the 
system could be stronger if pros-
ecutors would go the distance 
and give the courts a chance to 
test every case’s merits.  

Sometimes prosecutors dis-
miss hate crime charges before 
a judge or jury has a chance 
to render a verdict. That hap-
pened, for instance, in two out 
of 12 hate crime cases brought 
by the Essex County District 
Attorney in 2016. Prosecutors 
sometimes take such a step 
when they believe evidence 
for the hate crime isn’t strong 
enough to convict, according to 
Carrie Kimball, spokeswoman 
for the Essex district attorney’s 
office.  

“Where you have a case – 
say, assault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon and then a 
civil rights [hate crime] viola-
tion – we might dismiss the civil 
rights violation and get them to 
take the plea on the assault and 
battery,” Kimball said. “Because 
the person is going to get time. 
And sometimes that’s the best 
possible outcome.” 

“We don’t lightly dismiss that 
charge,” she added, noting that 
victims are informed and their 
feedback is considered before 
hate crime charges are dropped. 
“We only do so when it’s in the 
best interest of justice and we 
believe we’ll get something 
[though] we may not be able to 
prove the [hate crime] charge.” 

Concerns have arisen, 
however, that prosecutors in 
Massachusetts and nationwide 
can be too quick to assume evi-
dence won’t hold up rather than 

test it in court. What they deem 
to be insufficient evidence 
might turn out to be plenty to 
warrant a conviction in the eyes 
of a jury, according to McDevitt. 

With regard to low convic-
tion rates for hate crimes in 
Massachusetts and nationwide, 
McDevitt said: “The reason is a 
lack of appreciation and effort 
on behalf of the prosecutor.”

Using an assault case as an 
example, McDevitt said pros-
ecutors consider that they can 
get the assault conviction, 
though maybe not prove a hate-
ful motive. They also weigh the 
fact that defendants are loathe 
to serve time for hate crimes. 

“Many prosecutors trade the 
hate crime charge for a quick 
plea on the accompanying 
charge,” McDevitt said. That 
approach, rather than going 
before a jury, “is easier for [pros-
ecutors],” he said. “It’s less effort 
for them. And I don’t think pros-
ecutors understand how much 
it hurts victims … to see these 
cases be pleaded down.”  

Victims tend to go along with 
proposals to drop hate crime 
charges, McDevitt said, because 
prosecutors have warned them: 
If we try for a hate crime con-
viction and lose, then we might 
lose the whole case. 

But such moves often aren’t 
warranted, he said, because 
juries have shown willingness to 
convict on other charges even 
if they acquit on hate-related 
counts. 

“The person still gets their 
penalty” for assault, McDevitt 
said, referring back to his exam-
ple. “It would be worth going 
forward [with a hate crime 
charge] even if they lose on it 
because that shows the victim 
that, ‘Hey, we’re going to fight 
this. We might lose it, but we’re 
going to fight it.’”

Others agree prosecutors 
could push harder to get hate 
crime convictions, but often 
don’t because they fear that 
doing so could be costly. Coyne, 
the Massachusetts School of 
Law dean, said prosecutors 
weigh the possibility of los-
ing the entire case, including 
the accompanying charge for 
assault or whatever it might be. 

“If you ask for too much, the 
jury might reject all of your case, 
find it not credible and come 
back with a not-guilty verdict on 
all of your charges,” Coyne said.

Coyne also noted that pros-
ecutors want to maintain the 
public’s confidence. They don’t 
want to lose too often in court, 
he said, because it doesn’t look 
good for them to be bringing 
a slew of indefensible cases 

against suspects who turn out 
to be innocent. And because 
hate crimes are often hard to 
prove, the risk of losing on those 
cases is considerable.

“The administration evalu-
ates performance,” Coyne said, 
referring to how district attor-
ney offices are an arm of the 
state’s executive branch. “Not 
one wants to have their review 
done and when someone looks 
at it, they are 0 for 20.”  

Kimball rejected the idea 
that Essex County prosecutors 
might be motivated to pursue 
a certain percentage of guilty 
verdicts and therefore shy away 
from hate crime cases, which 
inherently carry a heavy burden 
of proof.

“Our goal is justice,” she said. 
“If the person is not guilty, we 
are as interested in that as we 
are in convicting the guilty.”  

Coyne noted that prosecutors 
are highly motivated to press 
hard for convictions in high-
profile hate crime cases, such 
as last winter’s desecration of 
Jewish graves in Fall River. They 
know the public watches such 
cases carefully because entire 

communities have felt violated 
by the crimes. To secure a con-
viction and commensurate sen-
tence can deliver a measure of 
closure, healing, or belief that 
justice was served.

To inspire prosecutors to be 
so vigilant in all cases – not 
just the most high-profile ones 
– McDevitt suggests organizing 
to celebrate robust prosecution 
efforts. Giving out awards, for 
instance, to prosecutors who 
go the distance in court and 
get a significant number of hate 
crime convictions can send the 
message that the work is appre-
ciated. 

“Encourage them. Say that it 
means a lot to the community 
and you get them to go forward” 
with seeking verdicts, McDevitt 
said. “It’s a way to get the con-
versation going, along with hav-
ing meetings with the DA to say: 
‘This matters to us. We want you 
to keep it going.’” 

This series is made pos-
sible through a grant from the 
Jewish Journal’s Fund for Jewish 
Journalism.
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THE BATTLE AGAINST ANTI-SEMITISM
from page 1

Anti-Semitic graffiti was discovered on the seawall at Collins Cove in 
Salem last October.

The Anti-Defamation League 
is the leading nongovernment 
trainer of American law 
enforcement on topics ranging 
from fighting extremism to 
building relationships with the 
communities they serve.

Below is a list of some of 
the training and educational 
programs, which can be 
customized to meet specific needs 
and interests of law inforcement 
agencies. Unless otherwise noted, 
training is free of charge.

Hate Crimes Training
How do you know you’re 

dealing with a hate crime? This 
session helps federal, state, and 
local law enforcement officers recognize hate crimes and 
understand their unique nature and community impact.

Law Enforcement and Society (LEAS)
In this nationally acclaimed training program, run in 

partnership with the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, law 
enforcement officers examine the role of police under the 
Nazis and the implications of this history for law enforcement 
today, focusing on the core values of the profession. LEAS is 
offered in numerous cities around the country.

Training on Managing Implicit Bias
This practical program for law enforcement professionals 

promotes fairness, equity, and respect. Participants 
consider identity, culture, implicit bias, stereotyping, and 
discrimination, and discuss how these factors may affect their 
policing practices. Program fees apply.

Extremism and Hate in the U.S. 
This presentation explores the activity and tactics of extremist 
groups and movements from across the ideological spectrum.

Officer Safety and Extremism
Learn why and how extremists target police officers and 

explore the most common officer safety situations involving 
extremists.

White Supremacist Activity in the U.S.
Learn to recognize America’s major white supremacist 

groups and the threat they pose to officer and public safety.

Advanced Training School (ATS)
Recognized as one of the country’s premier 

counterterrorism trainings, ATS provides chiefs and senior 
commanders with the latest expertise, information, and 
resources to combat domestic and international terrorist 
threats. Sessions take place in Washington, D.C. Participation is 
by application only.

Visit adl.org and newengland.adl.org for more information 
on programs and resources to fight hate.

How criminal investigators  
can learn
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