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Tennessee Titans tight 
end Anthony Firkser and his 
teammates faced a challenge 
when they began the National 
Football League playoffs on Jan. 
4. They had to go to Foxborough 
to play the defending champion 
New England Patriots, who had 
won three of the last five Super 
Bowls.

All in all, a tough assignment 
for the visitors. Yet the Titans got 
an early boost from Firkser to 
show the Pats they were for real. 
Firkser caught a touchdown 
pass as the Titans stunned the 
Patriots, 20-13, to advance to the 
next round of the playoffs. 

It wasn’t the first time Firkser 
has come up big.

Firkser, who is Jewish, was 
part of the Team USA under-18 
basketball team that won a gold 
medal at the Maccabiah Games 
in Israel in 2013. The Americans 
defeated an Israeli team in the 
finals. “I had a good experience 
with my teammates,” Firkser 
recalled in a phone conversa-
tion with the Jewish Journal last 

week. “A couple of those guys 
are playing professionally and in 
Israel now.”

Of the Games overall, Firkser 
said, “An experience like that, 
I couldn’t say no to. I met a 
ton of other Jewish people from 
America. I toured Israel to see 
sights of the country, [learn 
about my] background and her-
itage.”

Firkser grew up in New Jersey, 
where he was bar mitzvahed, 
which he said was “important 
in the family.” According to his 
Titans profile, he returns to 
Jersey in the offseason to mentor 
young football players, and “[his] 
personal interests include pen-
cil drawings, jigsaw puzzles and 
playing online collectible card 
games.” Growing up, he showed 
prowess in sports such as bas-
ketball, roller hockey and ice 
hockey. Then, as a high school 
sophomore, he began playing 
football, a sport he would con-
tinue in college at Harvard.

Firkser is on the all-time list 
in multiple categories for the 
Ivy League university’s histor-
ic football program, which is 
over 100 years old. He gradu-

ated in 2017 with a degree in 
applied mathematics. He would 
set one more Harvard-related 

achievement in the Titans’ win 
over the Patriots, becoming the 
first Crimson alumnus to catch 

a touchdown pass in an NFL 
postseason game. 

Firkser’s Titanic game helps send Pats packing

continued on page 16
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Tennessee Titans tight end Anthony Firkser caught a touchdown pass against the Patriots in this year’s 
AFC wild-card playoff game in Foxborough.
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Boston Jews are feeling newly 
hopeful and empowered after 
joining 25,000 other people in 
New York City to protest a recent 
spate of violent anti-Semitic 
hate crimes.

“We took something that was 
very painful to see and formed 
it into a celebration of pride 
and solidarity,” said Rabbi Yossi 
Lipsker of Chabad of the North 
Shore. “I definitely got the sense 
that this can’t be ignored and 
it has to be taken seriously, not 
just paying lip service to it, but 
by throwing serious resources at 
it. It was a message that was sent 
loud and clear by a very visible, 
vocal, strong and united Jewish 
community that spoke as one.” 

On three buses orga-
nized by Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies, over 100 Jews 
from Greater Boston discussed 
what had motivated them 
to attend one of the largest 
marches for a Jewish cause in 
decades. “Some people men-
tioned their ancestors that were 
in the Holocaust, and no one 

marched for them there. Other 
people mentioned how specifi-
cally that last week of Hanukkah 
was a tipping point for them,” 
said Revere resident and Israeli 

American Council ACT Boston 
Program Manager Karen Bar-Or, 
referring to a stabbing rampage 
at a Hanukkah party in Monsey, 
N.Y. in December. The attack 

happened just two weeks after 
a shooting at a kosher grocery 
store in Jersey City, N.J. killed 
four, a grim end to a year with 
already record-high levels of 

anti-Semitic incidents.
“American Jews, whenever 

there’s injustice, they’re there. 
Over the years I’ve marched for 
different causes, and I never 
thought that I would need to 
march for Jews,” said Bar-Or. 
“Something in me wouldn’t let 
me not go. We need to go out, 
we need to have our voice heard, 
and we need to show a pres-
ence.”

It was quite a presence. 
The march, which was orga-
nized in just a few days, drew 
approximately 25,000 partici-
pants. They gathered at Foley 
Square at the southern tip of 
Manhattan, and walked across 
the Brooklyn Bridge to Cadman 
Plaza Park, where a large and 
diverse roster of politicians and 
activists affirmed the need to 
combat anti-Semitism and big-
otry. Many of the Boston cohort, 
which included CJP President 
Marc Baker, Jewish Community 
Relations Council of Greater 
Boston President Jeremy Burton 
and Anti-Defamation League 
New England Executive Director 
Robert Trestan, marched across 

No Hate, No Fear: Greater Boston Jews march in solidarity

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker (third from left) and CJP President Marc Baker join 25,000 others protesting anti-
Semitism in New York.

continued on page 14



NOW OPEN! Andover’s Newest Senior Living Community

978.664.2600
Visit: 141 Elm Street in Andover, MA

Online: StoneHillAndover.com

Call to speak with Dina or Patty:

Make moving easier.
Ask our team about arranging moving services.

15 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE
SERVING SENIORS IN NEW ENGLAND

Living well means the freedom to have quality care and a lifestyle without 
worry. We take care of the details so you can spend quality time with family, 

meet new friends, learn something new or simply enjoy life.

Now welcoming new residents

2 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JANUARY 16, 2020 



BOSTON — Earlier this 
month, Governor Charlie Baker 
announced that the state will 
provide $1 million in funding 
to help Massachusetts houses 
of worship and other nonprofit 
groups enhance their security 
against hate crimes and terror-
ist attacks.

“Massachusetts is a welcom-
ing community that embrac-
es people of all faiths, and it’s 
important that people across 
the Commonwealth have the 
opportunity to come togeth-
er with neighbors and wor-
ship without fear,” said Baker. 
“These funds will assist houses 
of worship and other commu-
nity-based institutions across 
the state in preserving their 
safety from those who would 
do them harm.”

Over the last year, several 
Greater Boston synagogues 
have been the sites of anti-
Semitic incidents. 

“No American, no matter 
whom they pray to or where 
they gather, should be con-
cerned for their safety in a 
house of worship,” said Senate 
President Karen E. Spilka 
(D-Ashland). “While it sad-
dens me that these additional 
security measures are neces-
sary, I am heartened to know 
we are making these invest-
ments today to better prepare 
our non-profit intuitions and 
protect our residents. I hope 
to see the Commonwealth join 
together to fight back against 
the hate crimes, anti-religious 
acts and violent rhetoric that is 
spreading across the country. In 
the meantime, I’d like to thank 
my partners in the administra-
tion and the House for helping 
to make this funding a reality.”

“There has been an alarm-
ing uptick in racial and reli-
gious violence across the coun-
try – much of it shamefully 
directed at Jews in the form 
of anti-Semitic attacks,” said 
House Speaker Robert A. DeLeo 
(D-Winthrop). “I was proud to 
work with my colleagues in the 
House, Senate President Spilka 
and Governor Baker to provide 
sadly-needed security funds. 
Massachusetts stands united 
against hatred.”

“As acts of aggression and 
hate have touched so many 
of our communities in recent 
months, these grants have 
become absolutely vital,” said 

Senator Michael J. Rodrigues 
(D-Westport). “I am proud of 
the Legislature’s commitment 
to providing this vital funding 
and thank the administration 
for doing what it can to ensure 
our places of worship and com-
munity centers that are at-risk 
to violent threats are safe and 
secure.”

Governor Baker and Lt. 
Governor Polito were joined 
by a broad coalition of advo-
cates and religious leaders at 
the event, including Jewish 
Community Relations Council 
Executive Director Jeremy 
Burton, Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies of Greater 
Boston President and CEO 
Marc Baker, Reverend David 
Wright of the Black Ministerial 
Alliance, Jewish Federation of 
Central Mass Executive Director 
Steven Schimmel, Rabbi Elaine 
Zecher of Temple Israel Boston, 
Rabbi Dan Slipakoff of Temple 
Israel Boston, JCC Greater 
Boston Executive Director Mark 
Sokoll, Rabbi Laura Abrasley of 
Temple Shalom, Newton, and 
Rav Claudia Kreimen of Temple 
Beth Zion, Brookline.

“The sobering reality is that 
violent anti-Semitism has come 
roaring back. We are gratified 
that our highest elected officials, 
the leaders of faith communi-
ties, and philanthropists who 
are leading the way in building 
the welfare of our civil soci-
ety, are working to push anti-
Semitism and other forms of 
hate back into the closets from 
which it has reemerged,” said 
Jeremy Burton, executive direc-
tor of the Jewish Community 

Relations Council.
The Commonwealth Non-

profit Safety Grant Program is 
overseen by the Executive Office 
of Public Safety and Security’s 
Office of Grants and Research 
and helps recipients acquire 
and install technology, equip-
ment, and other resources to 
safeguard them from acts of vio-
lence. Funding is prioritized for 
applicants demonstrating the 
greatest need and cost-effective 
solutions to address their build-
ing safety and security.

“The modern public safety 
landscape means that we have 
to consider threats that once 
would have been unthinkable,” 
said Secretary of Public Safety 
and Security Thomas Turco. 

To apply for a 2020 
Commonwealth Nonprofit 
Safety Grant, visit mass.gov/
how-to/apply-for-a-common-
wealth-nonprofit-security-
grant. 

UNIVERSITY

Fuel UF
Near Salem State University

$5 OFF Quick Clean 
Includes a TouchFree Works Wash 
and Interior Windows & Vacuum

Regularly starting at $35
Coupon good through Feb. 22, 2020

Tel 978-740-5115 • Fax/Office 978-535-9070
SteveBornstein@comcast.net

290 Canal Street • Salem, MA 01970

ASK THE AUDIOLOGIST
Dear Dr. McCormack:

Can anything be done for the ringing in my ears?

Many people experience ringing or buzzing, also called tinnitus, in their ears. 
There are several approaches to reducing the annoyance of tinnitus. First, if 
you have hearing loss, even slight, it can be very helpful to use well fit hearing 
aids. Often the tinnitus is at a frequency where there is hearing loss, so using 
hearing aids can help to stimulate that part of the ear and brain. A second 
approach is to use the masking programs in hearing aids, these are individ-
ually programmed by your audiologist. Third is to try stress reduction and 
relaxation exercises, this can help reduce the negative reaction to the tinnitus.

The first step is to call us for a hearing evaluation – we are here to help!

CHELSEA JEWISH  LIFECARE
FLORENCE & CHAFETZ HOME
MEMORY AND SPECIALIZED CARE

CHELSEA JEWISH  LIFECARE
HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN ESTATES
ASSISTED LIVING AND MEMORY SUPPORT

Campuses in Chelsea, Peabody and Longmeadow 
617-887-0001 • 978-471-5100 • 413-567-6211 • www.chelseajewish.org 

You asked 
for more Memory Care units at 

Kaplan Estates and Florence & Chafetz Assisted Living.
We heard you!

IN DECEMBER... 
MORE KAPLAN ESTATES ASSISTED LIVING 

MEMORY CARE UNITS OPENING.

IN THE SPRING... 
MORE FLORENCE & CHAFETZ ASSISTED LIVING 

UNITS OPENING.

SCHEDULE TOUR
Peabody - miafrate@chelseajewish.org

978-854-1812
Chelsea - kdonnelly@chelseajewish.org617-887-0826

Glatt Kosher Meat Available
We Have the Best Deli & Smoked Fish Party Platters!

LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI

Catering
by Tevya

474 Lowell St., Peabody (978-535-6449) (FAX 978-535-6816)
Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Mass.
Visit our website: www.levineskoshermkt.com

FROM OUR DELI DEPT 

SMOKED
TURKEY BREAST

$8.99 lb

PEPPER 
STEAK

 $8.99 lb

FRESH 
CHICKENS

 $2.99 lb

FROM TEVYA’S KITCHEN

COCKTAIL 
POTATO KNISHES

$5.99 doz

Great  
for stir fry

Whole  
or cut up
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Baker allots $1 million in security funding 
for religious and community institutions

“These funds will assist houses of worship and other community-
based institutions across the state in preserving their safety,” said 
Governor Charlie Baker.



By Bette Keva
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Julian Krainin was 24 and a 
film student getting his master’s 
at Columbia when his professor 
posed an idea: Krainin and his 
three classmates should travel to 
Alabama and make a film about 
Dr. Martin Luther King’s march 
from Selma to Montgomery, 
Ala., where blacks and whites 
were joining together to demon-
strate for voting rights.

The year was 1965 and the 
“Selma to Montgomery March” 
would be one of Krainin’s first 
film collaborations in a long 
career. Krainin’s work has earned 
him many awards including 
one for “Selma” from the Venice 
Film Festival, and nine years 
later an Oscar for Best Short 
Documentary for “Princeton: 
A Search for Answers.” But the 

18-minute black-and-white film 
about the Selma March, shot 
mostly by Krainin on a Bolex 
camera, remains one of the 
most meaningful events of his 
career. 

Krainin, who has close family 
ties on the North Shore (includ-
ing to this reporter), traveled in 
a Volkswagen bus with fellow 
students Alan Jacobs and Norris 
Eisenbrey (who are Jewish), 
Christopher Harris, and their 
professor, Stefan Sharff. 

“We marched from that little 
town, Selma, at first with 500 
to a thousand people. The next 
day it doubled and soon there 
were tens of thousands getting 
on planes, in cars, even com-
ing from foreign countries to 
march,” recalled Krainin. 

The powerful documentary 
opens with shots of the dem-
onstrators’ feet, marching. It 

continues with footage of the 
marchers, both black and white, 
accompanied by a soundtrack 
of spiritual songs such as “This 
Little Light of Mine” and “I’m So 
Glad I’m a Soldier, I’m Fighting 
For My Life,“ and chants of “We 
Shall Overcome” that were sung 
during the march. 

The film shows marchers 
trekking past desolate fields and 
ramshackle homes where black 
families had come out to stand 
on porches and watch in disbe-
lief as blacks and whites, rab-
bis, nuns, ministers and priests 
walked together. The locals 
cheered the marchers on and 
brought them food. 

Above the marchers, often 
drowning out the music, were 
helicopters. They’d been ordered 
in by President Lyndon Johnson 
to protect the procession after a 

disastrous beginning on March 
7, known as “Bloody Sunday,” 
when state troopers and sheriffs’ 
deputies used clubs, dogs and 
gas to prevent marchers from 
passing over the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge. 

Boston minister James Reeb, 
a white man, was beaten with 
clubs on March 7, along with two 
other ministers. The black hos-
pital in Selma was not equipped 
to treat his brain injuries and 
the white hospital refused to 
admit him. He died two days 
later. President Johnson invoked 
Reeb’s memory when delivering 
a draft of the Voting Rights Act to 
Congress. 

“The march regrouped a 
week later after getting legal 
help,” said Krainin. Alabama, 
under segregationist Governor 
George Wallace, was forced to 
permit it to go forward. 

The atmosphere was electric. 
Bloody Sunday had happened 
only days before. In addition, 
the horrific June 1964 murders 
of Andrew Goodman, Michael 
Schwerner and James Chaney, 
who had come to Mississippi 
to help register blacks to vote 
– which Krainin calls “a pre-
lude to the Selma march” – had 
happened less than a year ear-
lier. A subsequent investigation 
found that the White Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan, the Neshoba 
County Sheriff’s Office, and 
the Philadelphia, Miss., Police 
Department were involved in 
the killings. 

The Selma film briefly cap-
tures King and his wife, Coretta, 
smiling broadly while marching. 
Krainin said he spoke to King for 
a few moments. 

“What people don’t give 
Martin Luther King credit for 
was for creating drama around 
the cause and bringing people’s 
attention to it. He knew how to 
attract mass excitement by stag-
ing a peaceful and nonviolent 
event. 

“In our conversation, when I 
told him who I was and what I 
was doing, he said how impor-
tant it was that the press was 
here because without that, peo-
ple wouldn’t know about it,” said 
Krainin. 

“He wasn’t as famous and as 
well-known as he is today, but 
he was enormously respected 
and you could feel that. We were 
there because of him,” said 
Krainin. “In essence, that was 
the film I was making — the 
only documentary made of the 
march.”

“It was the first major march 
of blacks and whites together in 
the South in the nation’s history. 
It was stunning and King knew 
that. It was a universal move-
ment, and it was dangerous.”

“Someone tried to kill me,” 
said Krainin. While he was 
standing on a rural street “a car 
came careening down the road 
and almost hit me. I thought the 
driver was drunk or crazy but a 
white guy came over to me and 
said, ‘He was trying to kill you.’ I 
was naïve.”

Presently, Julian Krainin 
and his son, Todd, are work-
ing on a documentary about 
high-performing inner-city high 
school students from impover-
ished sections of Los Angeles 
who have been admitted to top 
U.S. universities with the help of 
College Match. 

Lappin Foundation
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

29 Congress Street • PO Box 986 • Salem, MA 01970 • 978.740.4431 • fax 978.744.2078 • www.lappinfoundation.org

29 Congress Street • Salem, MA 01970 • 978-740-4431 • lappinfoundation.org

January 27 is designated by the United Nations General Assembly  

as International Holocaust Remembrance Day.

We invite the community to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the  

liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau and to honor the six million Jewish  

victims of the Holocaust and millions of other victims of Nazism.

International  Holocaust  
Remembrance Day  
Commemoration

LEGACY 
FOUNDATION 

HOLOCAUST 

Monday, January 27, 2020  
7:00 p.m. 
Temple Ner Tamid 
368 Lowell Street, Peabody

The program is free  
and all are welcome.
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Protest and prayer: Remembering  
the march from Selma to Montgomery 

Martin Luther King marches in the film “Selma.”

The film shows 
marchers trekking past 

desolate fields and 
ramshackle homes 

where black families 
had come out to stand 
on porches and watch 
in disbelief as blacks 
and whites, rabbis, 
nuns, ministers and 

priests walked together.



NOW 
OFFERING PILATES 

REFORMERS 
at the JCCNS!

For more information, pricing and to schedule a session,  
contact Mary Pat Hawkins at mphawkins@jccns.com

JCCNS.ORG
4 Community Road

Marblehead, MA 01945

BENEFITS OF REFORMERS:
It accommodates all levels of Pilates enthusiasts 
with its unique pulley design, gliding carriage and 
spring tension system that creates instability while 
simultaneously supporting the body.

The JCCNS is excited to announce the  
addition of Pilates Reformers! 

We will be offering private and semi-private sessions  
with Fitness and Wellness Director, Mary Pat Hawkins.
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By Jackson Richman
JNS.org

Faculty who support the 
academic boycott of Israel are 
actively promoting BDS directly 
to students in their classrooms, 
according to a report released 
last week by the campus watch-
dog AMCHA Initiative.

The study, which examined 
50 syllabi at 40 public and pri-
vate colleges and universities 
over an 11-year period, revealed 
that academic BDS-supporting 
instructors had an average of 78 
percent of their course readings 
authored by BDS supporters, 
whereas non-BDS-supporting 
instructors had an average of 17 
percent of their course readings 
authored by BDS supporters.

The two groups of instructors 
showed themselves to be quali-
tatively distinct from one anoth-
er with respect to the selection 
of course readings, with almost 
no overlap of the groups. All of 
the academic BDS-supporting 
instructors had a majority of 
their readings authored by BDS 
supporters, whereas only two 
of the 35 syllabi of non-BDS-
supporting instructors had a 
majority of their course readings 
authored by BDS supporters, 
and none more than 60 percent.

“The stark difference 
between the average percentage 
of course readings with pro-BDS 
authors in the syllabi of aca-
demic BDS-supporting instruc-
tors (78 percent) and in the syl-
labi of instructors who had not 

expressed public support for 
any kind of BDS (17 percent) – 
with almost no overlap between 
these two groups – leaves little 
doubt that instructors who sup-
port academic BDS make a cal-
culated choice to heavily weight 
their course materials with read-
ings authored by BDS support-
ers,” wrote the authors.

They suggested that these 
results, in turn, imply that not 
only are academic boycotting 
instructors including pro-BDS 
readings, they are also “severely 
limiting or completely excluding 
readings that would provide a 
more balanced picture of Israel.” 

In their report, “Bringing 
BDS Into the Classroom,” the 
authors fully acknowledged that 
“freedom of speech protects fac-
ulty’s right to sign petitions and 
make extramural statements in 
support of academic BDS, and 
academic freedom generally 
protects their right to develop 
and teach courses as they see 
fit.” However, they also raised 
serious and undeniably harm-
ful consequences of “politically 
motivated faculty weaponizing 
their course curricula.”

They noted that “distort-
ing and blocking the flow of 
knowledge” is a violation of “the 
norms and standards of scholar-
ly inquiry,” and undermines “the 
university’s academic mission.” 
The researchers also wrote that 
“faculty who use their class-
rooms to give academic legiti-
macy to a wholly one-sided, 
anti-Israel perspective.”

Study: Anti-Israel faculty 
promotes boycotts

Join us for an evening of wine and book conversation

We’ll start the evening at Epstein Hillel School with a wine tasting featuring selections from Kappy’s Fine Wine & Spirits and bites from  
Adea’s Mediterranean Kitchen.

Then, we’ll go next door to the Jewish Community Center of the North Shore at 4 Community Road for a conversation with Aviva Klompas,  
CJP’s Associate Vice President, Israel and Global Jewish Citizenship, and Wendy Polins, past WP Vice President, North Shore, and 2019 Edith  
Bloch Award winner. They’ll discuss Aviva’s new book, Speaking for Israel: A Speechwriter Battles Anti-Israel Opinions at the United Nations.  

RSVP by Wednesday, January 29 at cjp.org/wpnorthshore

Tuesday, February 4 | 5:30 p.m. 
Epstein Hillel School, 6 Community Road, Marblehead



Interest-Free Loan Program
In collaboration with the Hebrew Free Loan Programs at Jewish Family & Children’s Service  

and Jewish Family Service of Metrowest, the CJP Interest-Free Loan Program is here for the  

times you need help affording bar and bat mitzvahs, other lifecycle traditions, or managing  

challenging expenses.

EXAMPLES OF QUALIFYING EXPENSES INCLUDE: 

•  Lifecycle ceremonies
  (i.e. bar and bat mitzvahs, 

weddings, or funerals)

•  New baby, fertility,  
and adoption

• Car purchase or repairs

•  Job training

•  Healthcare not covered  
by insurance

• Home repairs

• Small business costs

•  Care of older adults or  
people with disabilities

Loans are available from $1,000–$10,000 to households of moderate income. Residency in the 
Greater Boston community and a complete loan application are required.

FOR ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION INFORMATION:

In Greater Boston  
(excluding Metrowest but including North Shore and South Area)  
Jewish Family & Children’s Service  

781-693-1255 | cjploan@jfcsboston.org

In the Metrowest Area  
Jewish Family Service of Metrowest  

508-875-3100 ext. 300  

cjploan@jfsmw.org
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Millennials The

Carly Mandell
Job: Behavior specialist, Salem Prep High School

Age: 32

Hebrew name: Rachel Leah

Hometown: Marblehead

Currently living in: Lynn

Alma maters: Marblehead High School ’05,  
UMass Amherst ’09

Favorite foods: Ice cream, chocolate, kugel

Favorite music: Barenaked Ladies

Favorite movies: “Big Fish” “Groundhog Day”

Favorite TV shows:  
“Orange Is The New Black,” “Saturday Night Live”

Favorite books:  
“To the Lighthouse” by Virginia Woolf, “The Bell Jar” by Sylvia Plath

Favorite travel destination: Grand Canyon

Somewhere you’d like to go next: Europe

Favorite North Shore spot:  
Devereux Beach, Chebacco Lake

Favorite Jewish person: Gilda Radner, Bernie Sanders

Favorite Jewish holiday: Passover, Tu B’Shevat

What is your Jewish identity?
I went to Camp Menorah, where there 

was lots of Israeli dancing. A large part of my 
Jewish identify stems from this sense of cele-
bration and community; something I am very 
grateful for. I’ve been known to start a Horah 
or two.  I was bat mitzvahed at Chabad [of 
the North Shore], where I also really treasure 
the Jewish education I received. Rabbi Yossi 
very much taught a philosophy class, and my 
philosophy is like if you take all the teach-
ings of any religion, you take God out, and 
it still makes sense. I like that [Yossi] taught 
us to question – he was such a good teacher.  
Many of my values about what it means to 
be human and what we owe to each other 
grew and were solidified through my Hebrew 
School Education. It’s so nice to be a part of 
a community where even if you haven’t been 
part of the community for years and years, 
you’re still part of the community, and it’s a 
still a part of you. I’m not super religious in 
practice, but it’s still very much part of my 
character.

Can you talk about  
your work at Salem Prep 
High School?

I’m a behavior specialist. Everyone’s on an 
[Individual Education Plan], so if they have 
on their IEP that they need an alternative 
setting with smaller classes, then a lot of kids 
could be sent out of district - so it’s really cool 
that Salem has a public alternative setting.  
As a Behavior Specialist, I get to work with 
students to come up with sort of ‘plans of 
attack’ for difficult moments, and best of all 
celebrations of victory when these plans are 
successful! The kids are incredible, bright and 
very funny individuals - they certainly keep 
me on my toes. I still very much identify with 
the anxious 15 year-old I once was, so it’s nice 
to be on the other side of that as evidence 
that it can get better!  As one of the teachers 
pointed out, schools aren’t built for intro-
verts, so if someone is an introvert, that’s not 
necessarily an accurate representation of life. 
Like if you don’t like big, giant cafeterias, then 
that’s something you can avoid as an adult. 

Do you think there are 
enough resources given to 
schools and programs like 
these?

I think the biggest thing is we have the 
resources for younger people, but not for 
adults. I worked at an adult day program, 
and once they turn 22, the funding is cut in 
half. I think there’s a lot of missed partner-
ships. Have you heard of the nursing home 
that’s partnered with the daycare in Peabody 
[at Harriet Kaplan Estates]? That’s just magic, 
and that could be everywhere and so suc-
cessful across the board. I think that there 
are enough groups of people out there who 
could partner and benefit – there’s a thou-
sand of those partnerships that haven’t been 
tapped, and I think we’re missing out. There’s 
especially so much work to be done for envi-
ronment. Jobs could be created specifically 
for people with diagnoses who may have a 
harder time in a conventional setting based 
on their interest and skills.

Could you talk about  
your one-woman show?

The title of the show was “Unbecoming,” 
so it was my wordplay on a deconstruction of 
oneself, but also unbecoming meaning ugly 
or not ‘lady-like’, as a comment on just the 
raw self, and sort of rejecting beauty norms. 
It was a show that had a lot of characters in it, 
but my personal arc in it was actually about 
being untalented, so it was a musical, and I 
have a horrible voice – like I auditioned for 
all the musicals in Marblehead and I never 
got in so it was kind of like, I wrote my own 
show, and I cast myself and made it a musical 
so I could finally live my dream of starring in 
a musical.  I had a lot of fun creating charac-
ters that maybe started as a thought I had or 
something that happened, but then figuring 
out who would say it the best.  One of the 
characters was a ghost who had been ghosted 
– like you can’t ghost a ghost because they’ll 
haunt you. 



By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

PEABODY – If you find yourself on the 
North Shore and have a hankering for 
kosher pastrami or brisket, there’s just 
one place to turn: Larry Levine’s Meats & 
Deli in Peabody, the largest kosher meat 
market north of Boston and south of 
Montreal. For many years it was run with 
quiet competence and determination by 
its namesake, Malden native Larry Levine. 

“He had a saying: the best there is, the 
best there was, the best there’ll ever be. 
Whatever he did, he had to do it right,” 
said Levine’s son Todd, who now runs the 
business. 

After years of hard work and devo-
tion to his family and community, Larry 
Levine passed away on Dec. 21. He was 
86.

Levine was born in Malden in 1933 
to Samuel and Eva Levine, a tailor and a 
secretary. He enjoyed a traditional Jewish 
childhood at Congregation Beth Israel 
in Malden, and graduated from Malden 
High School. He was a talented saxo-
phone player awarded a scholarship to 
the New England Conservatory of Music, 
but his father put an end to that, warn-
ing against becoming a “bum.” Levine 
went to study business at Northeastern 
University instead, although he enjoyed 
playing saxophone for the rest of his life, 
and sometimes played alongside his son 
and granddaughter, who both played as 
well. “That was one of his greatest joys in 
life,” said Todd.

In high school, he delivered orders for 
a local kosher butchery, then attended 
Northeastern. In 1956, he and his new 
wife Mindy moved to Providence, R.I., 
where he worked for her father in his 

kosher meat market called Spigels. Larry 
and Mindy stayed in Providence for three 
years and gave birth to their first child, 
Rene. They then moved back to Malden, 
and had two more children, Allen and 
Todd. While in Malden, Levine worked 
at Prime Market in Newton, before a 
friend with a butchery in Chelsea retired 
and asked Levine to take over. He was 

initially reluctant, and rented the busi-
ness for a year, but eventually bought it, 
and then moved it to Peabody around 30 
years ago.

At that time, there were still a few 
kosher meat markets in Peabody, Lynn 
and Revere. As the other markets began 
to close, Levine gave his former competi-
tors work – so much so that they jokingly 

referred to his shop as the “old age home 
for kosher butchers.” 

Levine worked six long days a week to 
run his business. “Back in those days you 
had to wake up at 5 in the morning to go 
into Boston to pick out your meat, and 
you’d come home at 8,” said Todd. “He 
had a great work ethic, and he always 
made sure the customer got what they 
wanted. He was a perfectionist.” 

Levine grew up in a Modern Orthodox 
family, and valued his Jewish faith 
his whole life. The one day he didn’t 
work was Saturday, when he attended 
Congregation Beth Israel in Malden. He 
later enjoyed High Holiday services at 
Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody once he 
moved to Middleton. “One of his great 
joys was to sit on the High Holidays with 
his grandchildren, and he quietly taught 
me what it is to give tzedakah,” said Todd, 
who noted how charitable his father was 
to so many people. Levine sometimes 
gave money, but other times gave tzeda-
kah in the form of food by providing free 
catering for causes he cared about.

He retired 25 years ago and enjoyed 
life as a snowbird grandfather who came 
back to check on his business often. He 
remained a butcher till the very end. “Up 
until the last days he was in rehab, he 
said, ‘I gotta teach them how to cut the 
corn beef for the sandwich,’” said Todd. 
“He couldn’t eat it because it was cut the 
wrong way.” 

He is survived by his wife Mindel 
Levine and his children Rene Schecker, 
Allen and Joanne Levine, and Todd and 
Simone Levine; his grandchildren Adam 
and Arielle Levine, Jenna Levine, Hillary 
Levine, Allison Levine, Justin Schecker 
and Sarah Schecker; and great-grand-
daughter Hallie Levine.

Lappin Foundation
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

29 Congress Street • PO Box 986 • Salem, MA 01970 • 978.740.4431 • fax 978.744.2078 • www.lappinfoundation.org

29 Congress Street • Salem, MA 01970 • 978-565-4450 • lappinfoundation.org

Walk-ins are welcome.

RSVPs requested by January 20, 2020  
to Sharon Wyner • 978-565-4450  
swyner@lappinfoundation.org

Keynote Speaker:   
Jacob Baime, Executive Director  
of the Israel on Campus Coalition (ICC)

ICC’s mission is to inspire American college students  
to see Israel as a source of pride and empower them  
to stand up for Israel on campus.

A dessert reception in honor of the 2019 Teen Israel  
Advocacy Fellows will follow the program. 

Israel on Campus: 

Climate Update

Sunday, January 26 
6:30 p.m. 
Temple Ner Tamid 
368 Lowell Street 
Peabody

PLEASE  
RSVP

The program is free 
and open to all.

Located at Cobb Corner   ~  15 Washington St. Canton, MA 02021  

Sunday 8AM - 4 PM,    Monday - Wednesday 9AM - 7 PM,    Thursday 7AM - 7 PM   
Friday 7AM - 2:30 PM                                                                         Closed Saturdays.                                                                                                                                           

Free Parking 

Zayde’s Market 
Where Quality & Kosher Meat 

    Lisa & Josh Ruboy 

Our made in house Beef Jerky is BACK 

Freshly Cut                                                 
Chicken Stir-Fry …………..$6.99lb. 
Mediterranean                       new each week                                                     
Salads…………………..$7.99 - 999 lb.                                                                                           
Made In House - Chicken, Meat & Vegan                              
Stuffed Peppers…………..…$6.99lb. 
Made In House                                                      
House Fried Rice……...…....$5.99lb. 
Morad Wines & Liqueurs                         
Chocolate, Passion Fruit…...$19.99 
Beyond       4 Burgers - 16 oz           Reg. $16.00                                                                               

Beyond Patties……………....$12.50 
Tival Bites, Nuggets, Schnitzel, fillets etc.                                                      
Vegan Cutlets & more….25%off 

Sale Prices Good Thru January 31, 2020                                                                   
 

See our Website & Facebook page 

Zayde’s 
Is here to help you 

with all your                 
Catering needs! 
Call us Today          

__________________________                                                              
Our Bagels are  

“The Best Bagel                                                     
In New England” 

Real N.Y. Bagels 
Fresh Every                

Thursday, Friday                           
&                                                 

Sunday                       
____________________ 

Deliveries                                             
just about anywhere 

    781-828-3530 
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North Shore remembers Larry Levine,  
kosher butcher extraordinaire

Todd and Larry Levine

SAVE THE DATE
Annual Jewish Journal  

Honorable Menschions Gala
will be held on
April 26, 2020

10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Temple Emanu-El
Marblehead, MA 

A must-attend;  
please mark your calendars! 
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By Rabbi Abraham Cooper

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzō Abe’s decision 
to go forward with his visit to Arab Gulf States 
despite the Soleimani assassination, the cata-

strophic downing by Iran of a Ukrainian civilian 
airliner, and anti-regime protests in Tehran, con-
firms that Japan is forging ahead in pursuing an 
outsized role in the Middle East.

Japan’s growing involvement in the region 
also extends to the Palestinians, especially as it 
relates to UNRWA, (United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East). This UN agency was created in December 
1949 to support the relief and human develop-
ment of Palestinian refugees. It remains the only 
UN agency devoted to one people. It has managed 
to extend its mandate for nearly seven decades by 
uniquely bestowing refugee status to four genera-
tions of Palestinians. No such cross-generational 
“status” was ever granted to any other people.

Since the US ended its funding for UNRWA in 
2018, a number of other nations  suspended their 
funding to the UN agency because of incessant 
lack of transparency and a major financial scandal 
involving the Swiss head of the agency.

However some donor nations, including 
Germany, chose to increase their financial com-
mitment. Japan has opted to double down on its 
donations to UNRWA, its latest, $11 million just 
last month.

Humanitarian aid for any people in need is 
laudable. But as Japan is now a major Middle East 
player, it should demand of the Palestinians and 
the agency devoted to their wellbeing that Tokyo’s 
largesse be applied only towards a peaceful future, 
not the perpetration of hate and violence.

For example, currently, Palestinian curriculum 
and textbooks do not recognize their neighboring 
Jewish state (See the award-winning poster, where 
Palestine is depicted from Mediterranean Sea to 
the Jordan River. NO ISRAEL.)

In addition, recently, 135 Palestinian NGOs 
refused to sign a 2020 European Union grant 
agreement over amendment calling for organiza-
tions to refute ties to terrorism.

To date, Japan’s Foreign Ministry has not indi-
cated it would independently review Palestinian 
curriculum or textbooks, nor match the European 
Union’s grant requirement to refute any ties to 
terrorism.

Steven A. Rosenberg
PUBLISHER/EDITOR

JEWISH JOURNAL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Japan can advance peace  
by demanding changes at UNRWA

It has been almost five 
months since my return from 
a trip to Berlin and Poland, 
and I still have difficulty speak-
ing about it. While I have the 
vocabulary to describe what 
I saw, there are no words that 
come close to describing what 
I feel. I took the trip because I 
am the educator for Holocaust 
Legacy Fellows, the inaugu-
ral program of the recently 
established Holocaust Legacy 
Foundation, co-directed by Jody 
Kipnis and Todd Ruderman. 
Sixteen Fellows, the co-directors 
and I visited three death camps 
– Treblinka, Auschwitz, and 
Majdanek – mass graves, and 
other sites directly related to the 
Holocaust. 

I think about the growing 
pit in my stomach, something 
that was planted during the trip. 
At times I fear the pit in my 
stomach will never stop grow-
ing, because what was planted 
is nourished, like a cancer, by 
ongoing anti-Semitism at home 
and around the world. No won-
der the pit is always with me. 
Seven days a week I am locked 
in, where I work and where I 
pray; like being locked-in can 
somehow keep evil away.

So many lessons were learned 
on the Holocaust Legacy Fellows 
trip. The most important for me 
is the realization the capacity for 
inhumanity is the greatest threat 
to humanity itself. This is why it 
is important to remember not 
to forget. Auschwitz and other 
hells on earth serve as those 
visible reminders that we must 
remember not forget.

The community is invited to 
commemorate the 75th anni-
versary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz at the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day 
event on Monday, Jan. 27, at 
7 p.m. at Temple Ner Tamid 
in Peabody. Reflections of 
Auschwitz then and now will be 
shared, and memorial prayers 
for the victims of the Holocaust 
will be recited. Please join us to 
remember and mourn the vic-
tims of the Holocaust. 

The program is free and 
all are welcome. Sponsors are 
Lappin Foundation, Holocaust 
Legacy Foundation and Temple 
Ner Tamid.

Deborah L. Coltin
Executive Director 

Lappin Foundation
Salem

On International Holocaust Remembrance Day 

By Ruthie Blum
JNS.org

Israeli Education Minister 
Rafi Peretz, an Orthodox 
rabbi and head of the right-

wing Habayit Hayehudi (Jewish 
Home) Party, indicated this 
week – for the second time since 
being appointed last June to the 
interim post – how poorly suited 
he is for his job.

Peretz caused an uproar in 
July, a mere few weeks into his 
temporary tenure, when he said 
in a televised interview that he 
had experience in conducting 
successful gay conversion ther-
apy. Peretz put his foot in his 
mouth again over the past week-
end, telling the Hebrew daily 
Yediot Achronot that marriage 
between a man and a woman 
is the definition of a “normative 
family.”

When asked what he would 
do if one of his own kids came 
out of the closet, he basically 
replied that he’s lucky not to 
have to worry about such a sce-
nario. “Thank God,” he said, “my 
children were raised in a natu-
ral and healthy way … and are 
building their homes on Jewish 
values.

Oy.
The countrywide response 

was predictably overwhelm-
ing. Mayors and school princi-
pals promptly announced that 
students would be spending 
the next several days debating 
Peretz’s comments and dis-
cussing respect for others in a 
democracy.

Gay politicians across the 
spectrum, such as Justice 
Minister Amir Ohana from 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s Likud Party, and 
far-left Meretz chairman Nitzan 
Horowitz, denounced Peretz for 
his statement, with the former 
calling his remarks “miserable, 
dark and wrong – based not on 
knowledge and facts, but on 
prejudice,” and the latter calling 
his words “contemptible.”

Ditto for straight Knesset 

members, activists and artists – 
all of whom had thrown a simi-
lar fit a few months ago over 
Peretz’s ridiculous conversion-
therapy claims.

In the wake of his “normal, 
natural, healthy” family asser-
tions, the media explosion 
on Twitter and television was 
not only swift; it was person-
al. Indeed, video editorials 
reminiscent of public-service 
announcements began to be 
aired during commercial breaks 
on every main Israeli channel. 
These consist mainly of lesbian, 
gay and transgender celebrities 
praising their “normal, natural 
and healthy” upbringing by lov-
ing and wonderful heterosexual 
parents whose Jewish values 
included respect for and kind-
ness towards others.

It has been a crash course 
for the minister in charge of 
all of Israel’s pupils – not just 
those in religious schools – in 
a country filled with children 
born to and raised by same-sex 
couples, single or divorced par-
ents, and women who produced 
them through in-vitro fertiliza-
tion, either with their husbands’ 
sperm or that of donors selected 
from a catalog.

What Peretz has revealed in 
his ramblings is that he dwells in 
a bubble that bears little resem-
blance to the society around 
him. This is especially odd, con-
sidering that he served from 
2010 to 2016 as chief rabbi of 

the Israel Defense Forces, where 
he must have come in contact 
with a serious cross-section of 
the populace. But then, there’s 
no accounting for willful blind-
ness or wishful ignorance.

Critics can take comfort in 
the fact that Peretz’s term as 
education minister is temporary. 
Even his chances of remaining 
a Knesset member are growing 
slimmer by the day, with polls 
suggesting that his party might 
not pass the threshold in the 
third round of elections, sched-
uled for March 2.

This is one piece of good 
news. Another is that Peretz’s 
obliviousness does not reflect 
the sensibility of the major-
ity, even among much of the 
Orthodox population whose 
stance on homosexuality stems 
from biblical texts and who 
would prefer that their own kids 
were not gay.

Indeed, in spite of Israelis’ 
inability to marry without the 
approval of the Orthodox rab-
binate, the secular institutions 
that determine family status 
and citizenship are pluralistic 
and liberal, as is the Jewish state 
at large.

Attitudes towards the LGBT 
community are in line with the 
overall colorful fabric of Israeli 
society. There are exceptions to 
the rule, of course. Ironically, it 
is actually the socialist left, not 
the religious right, which has 
prevented this tendency from 
fully flowering, due to a belief 
in government control over and 

Israel’s education minister gets taught a lesson
intervention in all walks of life, 
key among these the economy.

Which brings us to the bad 
news about the education sys-
tem, regardless of Peretz’s ideas 
about family values.

According to the 2018 findings 
of the Program for International 
Student Assessment, Israelis 
scored lower than the OECD 
average in reading, mathemat-
ics and science, even though 
the education ministry’s budget 
has doubled over the past 10 
years, from $8.9 billion in 2009 
to approximately $17.8 billion 
in 2019. Any Israeli parent worth 
his or her salt could explain 

that no amount of money can 
solve the problem of kids not 
being taught to memorize the 
multiplication table, for exam-
ple, or to parse a sentence – 
basic requirements that many 
elementary-school teachers are 
either too progressive or too 
lacking in their own scholastic 
skills to impart.

It is this shocking situa-
tion that should be concerning 
Peretz in his current role and 
the first order of business for his 
successor.

Ruthie Blum is an Israel-
based journalist.

Rabbi Rafi Peretz

What Peretz  
has revealed in  

his ramblings is that  
he dwells in a bubble 

that bears little 
resemblance to the 
society around him. 

continued on page 20
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By Bari Weiss

My name is Bari Weiss.
I am a proud American. I am a proud 

New Yorker. And I am a proud Jew.
I am not a Jew because people hate 

my religion, my people, and my civiliza-
tion.

Not for a single moment does Jew-
hatred, like the kind we are seeing in this 
city, make me a Jew.

I am a Jew because of the audacity 
and the iconoclasm of Abraham, the first 
Jew of all. The whole world was awash in 
idols and he stood alone to proclaim the 
truth: There is one God.

I am a Jew because my ancestors were 
slaves. And I am a Jew because the story 
of their Exodus from Egypt, their libera-
tion from slavery, is a story that changed 
human consciousness forever.

I am a Jew because our God com-
mands us to never oppress the stranger.

I am Jew because Ruth, the first con-
vert to Judaism, told her mother-in-law 
Naomi, “your people will be my people 
and your god will be my god,” reminding 
us of the centrality of the Jewish people 
to Judaism.

I am a Jew because of Queen Esther, 
who understood that she had attained 
her royal position in order to save her 
people from destruction.

I am a Jew because the Maccabees 
were the original resistance. Because 
they modeled for us — and for all peo-
ples — how to resist the temptation of 
self-erasure.

I am a Jew because when Rabbi Akiva 
was being tortured to death by the 
Romans he laughed. He laughed and he 
told his students that he could finally ful-
fill the commandment to love God with 
all of his being.

I am a Jew because even after the 
heart of Judaism and Jewish sovereignty 
were destroyed my people refused to 

accept the logic of history and disap-
pear. And I am a Jew because some 
of our greatest renewals took place in 
exile.

I am a Jew because my people has 
been targeted and despised and mur-
dered by the Nazis and Soviets.

I am a Jew because evil hates my 
people.

I am a Jew because my people man-
aged to turn destruction into redemp-
tion by returning to their land after 2,000 
years.

I am a Jew because our Founders saw 
themselves as new Israelites.

I am a Jew because the biblical words 
on the liberty bell — proclaim liberty 
throughout the land! – rang out from 
the righteous mouths of this country’s 
abolitionists as they fought for universal 
freedom in this New Jerusalem.

I am a Jew because it was Emma 
Lazarus who etched the biblical injunc-

tion to welcome the stranger onto the 
consciousness of America when she 
wrote the words: “Give me your tired, 
your poor, Your huddled masses yearn-
ing to breathe free.”

I am a Jew because of the martyred 
of Tree of Life and Chabad of Poway and 
Jersey City. And I am a Jew because of 
the courage of those who fought back 
in Monsey and who then, immediately 
after the attack, gathered together to 
sing. And I am Jew because my brothers 
and sisters in Crown Heights and Boro 
Park and Williamsburg who refuse to 
hide their Judaism.

I am a Jew because of students across 
this country who refuse to be smeared 
and denigrated because of who they are, 
who are standing up against humilia-
tion, pressure and abuse to affirm the 
justness of Zionism.

I am a Jew because my brothers and 
sisters in England and France are bat-

tling the anti-Semitism of populist thugs 
and the anti-Semitism of politicians in 
parliament.

I am a Jew because I refuse to stay 
silent in the face of injustice. I am a Jew 
because I have no patience for leaders 
who speak boldly while failing to take the 
actions necessary to protect our com-
munity. Or for partisan hacks that claim 
anti-Semitism is the exclusive domain of 
their political opponents. Or for leaders 
who believe they can fight Jew-hatred 
while making political alliances with 
anti-Semites.

I am a Jew because I refuse to lie.
I am a Jew because Jews are of every 

color and class and politics and lan-
guage. And I am a Jew because hatred 
of us has no color or class or politics or 
language.

I am a Jew because Jews do not cause 
Jew hatred. Ever.

Today, as in so many times in his-
tory, there are many forces in the world 
insisting that Jews must disappear or die. 
Some say it bluntly. Some cloak it in the 
language of progress.

But I am a Jew because of I know that 
there is force far greater than that. And 
that is the force of who we are and the 
force of our world-changing ideas.

The Jewish people were not put on 
Earth to be anti-anti-Semites. We were 
put on Earth to be Jews.

We are the people whose God never 
slumbers or sleeps, and so neither can 
we. We are the lamp-lighters. We are the 
ever-dying people that refuses to die. 

The people of Israel lives now and 
forever.

Am Yisrael Chai.

Bari Weiss delivered this speech at the 
“No Hate, No Fear March” in New York 
earlier this month. She is a staff editor 
and writer at the New York Times and 
author of “How to Fight Anti-Semitism.” 

No hate, no fear

“I am a Jew because our God commands us to never oppress the stranger,” Bari Weiss 
told the 25,000 who attended the Jan. 5 solidarity march in New York. 

By Daniel Gordon

AMHERST – Of the many 
forms that anti-Zionism assumes 
on college campuses today, the 
most alarming is the expression 
of anti-Israel bias by profes-
sors in their classes. At UMass 
Amherst, it’s bad enough that 
some academic departments 
regularly host guest speakers 
who challenge the legitimacy of 
Israel’s existence, or blame Israel 
entirely for the Palestinian refu-
gee problem. But at least stu-
dents are not required to attend; 
their grades and careers are not 
at stake. Political indoctrination 
in the classroom is worse. The 
traditional duty of the profes-
sor is to stick to facts, and when 
analyzing complex political con-
troversies, to expose students to 
a variety of lenses through which 
the facts can be interpreted. 

In its “Declaration of Prin-
ciples on Academic Freedom,” 
composed in 1915, the American 
Association of University Prof-
essors announced that academ-
ic freedom does not include the 
right to indoctrinate students. 
This classic text emphasizes that 
students should learn about 
“divergent opinions” in political 
matters. The AAUP rejected “tak-
ing unfair advantage of the stu-
dent” by imposing a single opin-
ion “before the student has had 
an opportunity fairly to examine 
other opinions upon the mat-
ters in question.” The professor 
should encourage students to 
look “methodically” at all sides 
of a political controversy before 
adopting any conclusion.

For about a century, aca-
demics generally adhered to 
the AAUP guidelines. In the 
field of Israel studies, the stan-
dard approach, until recently, 
was to expose students to the 
“competing narratives” (this 
term appeared frequently in 
textbooks about Israeli his-
tory). For example, one would 
read Palestinian accounts of the 
1948 Arab-Israeli War alongside 
Zionist accounts. Today, how-
ever, there is a good chance that 
a student learning about Israel 
will hear a professor one-sidedly 
portray Israel as an “apartheid 
regime.” A sense of complex-
ity and balance is giving way to 
a sense of “social justice” and 
righteousness. 

A new study by the AMCHA 
Initiative provides vivid evi-
dence of the shift in teaching. 
AMCHA is an organization 

whose mission is to document 
and combat anti-Semitism on 
U.S. college campuses. The 
study, entitled “Bringing BDS 
into the Classroom,” assesses 
the syllabi of 50 courses focus-
ing on the Palestinian-Israeli (or 
Arab-Israeli) conflict. The study 
compares the readings in cours-
es taught by professors affiliated 
with Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) with the read-
ings assigned by professors who 
are not affiliated with BDS. The 
study indicates that pro-BDS 
professors impose their politi-
cal agenda in the classroom by 
excluding readings that repre-
sent alternatives to the BDS per-
spective.

BDS urges faculty to weap-
onize their courses in the fight 
against Israel. And professors 
affiliated with BDS seem to have 
no reservations about ignoring 

the AAUP’s traditional guidelines 
on teaching. UMass Amherst 
professor Sut Jhally, a vehement 
opponent of Israel, declared 
that “the main place we want 
to get to and that we encourage 
is the classroom. And it’s the 
college classroom, because 
that is a captive audience.” (As 
reported in the Algemeiner, Oct. 
11, 2019.)  Jhally has been in 
the news recently because he 
organized two large BDS rallies 
on the UMass campus over the 
past year. The AMCHA report 
suggests we need to be just as 
concerned about how some-
one like Jhally makes use of the 
classroom.

The AMCHA report shows 
that Jhally, whom one might 
consider to be an outlier, is a 
member of a growing cadre of 
professors who are using every 
academic venue to discredit 
Israel. Replacing comprehen-
sive instruction with pointed 
political advocacy is the “social 
justice” way of teaching, and 
anti-Zionism is now part of the 
“social justice” agenda. The 
AMCHA report warns, “Faculty 
who carry out the guidelines of 

… BDS by substituting their per-
sonal politics for sound pedago-
gy cannot help but erode public 
trust in our universities’ ability 
to adequately educate the next 
generation of citizens.”   

As the AAUP understood a 
century ago, academic freedom 
is the right to engage in unpreju-
diced academic inquiry free of 
interference by non-academics. 
Academic freedom is not the 
freedom of professors to use the 
classroom to promote party ide-
ologies. Such partisanship will 
eventually destroy the indepen-
dence customarily enjoyed by 
professors. For when the class-
room becomes a site of militant 
political advocacy, professors 
can no longer claim that their 
special academic training ren-
ders them immune from outside 
criticism and control. When it 
comes to purely academic ques-
tions in the study of physics, 
literature, or history, there is 
indeed no authority higher than 
the faculty. But when it comes to 
political matters, in a democra-
cy the public is the sovereign. If 
students are going to be exposed 
to political propaganda at all, 
the public, not the professoriate, 
has the right to decide what the 
content of this propaganda will 
be. And if the ideal is to have a 
classroom without propaganda, 
then academic administrators 
must restore the professional-
ism that is the basis of academic 
freedom. 

Daniel Gordon is a professor 
of History at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst.

When a syllabus is a weapon

BDS advocates protest in the center of the UMass Amherst campus. 

There is a good chance 
that a student learning 
about Israel will hear a 
professor one-sidedly 

portray Israel as an 
“apartheid regime.” 



By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

Put the two of them together 
and they could probably run a 
small country. In some ways, 
they already do. Longtime 
friends Helaine Hazlett of 
Marblehead and Phyllis Sagan 
of Swampscott have chaired 
countless local organizations 
and raised millions of dollars for 
them. To honor their decades of 
community service, local media 
publisher Essex Media Group 
has named them both Person 
of the Year of their respective 
hometowns. They accepted the 
award on Jan. 14 at a reception 
at the Lynn Museum. 

Both were caught by sur-
prise when they received letters 
informing them of the honor, for 
which fellow community mem-
bers nominated them. “I’m very 

humbled,” said Sagan, who is 
president of Sagan Harborside 
Sotheby’s International Realty. 
“I work not to get the honors – I 
work just because I believe in it. 
I’m lucky enough that I can find 
time to give back to the com-
munity.”

Hazlett, a longtime commu-
nity activist, feels the same way. 
“I was excited, but I don’t do all 
this work to get the recognition.” 
Instead, she does it because she 
feels like it’s “in [her] blood to be 
an activist.”

Both Sagan and Hazlett 
actively support children, edu-
cation and health. They’ve won 
the Community Hero Award 
from Jewish Family & Children’s 
Service and supported Girls, Inc. 
Sagan is active with the Lynn 
Community Health Center, 
My Brother’s Table (where her 
staff volunteers often), the 

Marblehead Counseling Center 
and the Lappin Foundation’s 
Youth to Israel trip. Sagan also 
sits on the Board of Overseers 
at Salem State University. In 
addition, she has funded schol-
arships at Marblehead and 
Swampscott high schools, and 
served as the co-chairperson of 
the North Shore Cancer Walk.

Hazlett majored in public 
health education and is the cur-
rent chair of the Marblehead 
Board of Health, and served as 
president of the board of the 
Marblehead Counseling Center, 
which provides mental health 
services to people who may 
not otherwise be able to afford 
them. She began her volun-
teerism as president of the PTA 
at Eveleth School in Marblehead, 
which led to three terms on the 
Marblehead School Committee.  
She founded Friends of the Marblehead Public Schools, 

which raises money for K-12 
enrichment programs, and 
Dollars for Scholars, a scholar-
ship program for Marblehead 
students, for which she’s helped 
raise an endowment of $2 mil-
lion. “My friends always say they 
don’t have their checkbooks 
with them whenever they see 
me,” Hazlett joked.

Both women value their 
Jewish heritage, and are active 
within the community. A mem-
ber of Congregation Shirat 
Hayam, Sagan is active 
with CJP Women’s 
Philanthropy and 
Jewish Family & 
Children’s Service, 
and has served as the 
chairperson of the 
North Shore Advisory 
Board of the Anti-
Defamation League. 
“Tikkun olam is the 
motto of the Jewish 
people, and I believe in it,” said 
Sagan. “Philanthropy is not an 
option – it’s an imperative.”

Hazlett, also a member of 
Congregation Shirat Hayam, 
serves on the board of CJP 
Women’s Philanthropy, and is 
past president of the Women’s 
Division of the former Jewish 
Federation of the North Shore, 
and sat on the board when it 
merged with CJP. She served as 
president of the former Temple 
Beth El in Swampscott during 

the merger with Temple Israel 
to create Congregation Shirat 
Hayam.

Hazlett has won a Community 
Hero Award for JF&CS, and is 
active with the Anti-Defamation 
League, where she chaired the 
North Shore Interfaith Seder 
for 24 years and received the 
Leonard P. Zakim Humanitarian 
Award. She also sits on the board 
of the Center for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies at Salem State 
University, and helped create 
the Sonia Weitz Humanitarian 

Award at St. John’s 
Prep to honor the 
famous Holocaust 
survivor.

She has served 
as president of the 
Jewish Community 
Center of the North 
Shore. During her 
tenure, the JCCNS 
and Temple Emanu-
El were both spray-

painted with anti-Semitic graffi-
ti. As a response, Hazlett worked 
with the Marblehead Board of 
Selectmen to found the Task 
Force Against Discrimination, 
which is still in effect today. 

“I brought up four Jewish 
children and have 11 Jewish 
grandchildren,” said Hazlett. 
“I’ve got a Jewish heart. I care 
about my Judaism, I practice it 
in my home, my synagogue, and 
everything that I do.”
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Essex Media honors Helaine Hazlett and Phyllis Sagan 

Photos: Courtesy Daily Item
Helaine Hazlett, left, and Phyllis Sagan

“Philanthropy  
is not an 

option – it’s an 
imperative.” 

– Phyllis Sagan



Gas pumping from Israel’s 
Leviathan offshore natural-gas 
field  began earlier this month 
after Israel’s Environmental 
Protection Ministry said Noble 
Energy and its partners had met 
all necessary conditions.

The largest energy project 
in Israel’s history, it is expect-
ed that the Leviathan field will 
yield 22 trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas. After extraction, the 
gas will then make a 120-kilo-
meter journey via pipelines to a 
processing platform 10 kilome-
ters off the Israeli coast.

From there, the processed 
gas and stabilized condensate 
will be transported by pipeline 
to the national gas transmission 
system and pipeline.

“For the first time since its 
establishment, Israel is now an 
energy powerhouse, able to sup-
ply all its energy needs and gain-
ing energy independence,” said 
Delek Drilling CEO Yossi Abu, a 
partner in the field. “At the same 
time, we will be exporting natu-
ral gas to Israel’s neighbors, thus 
strengthening Israel’s position 
in the region. [The] Leviathan 
project will bring the coal era in 
Israel to an end, and will supply 
efficient, inexpensive and clean 
energy to people in Israel and in 
the Middle East.”

Residents along the coast 
have expressed concern over the 
possible carcinogenic effects of 
chemicals and pollutants from 
the project, with thousands of 
residents of Zichron Yaakov and 
areas south of Haifa even evac-
uating their homes and shut-

tering schools as nitrogen was 
flushed from pipes during ini-
tial tests on Tuesday.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Ministry, however, said 
there was no cause for concern.

Earlier this month, a petition 
to Jerusalem’s District Court 
argued that the single eight-
hour test on Tuesday would 
release more pollutants than 
two years of drilling operations.

The court ruled that the tests 
could move forward, citing the 
petitioners’ failure to provide 
expert testimony refuting the 
state’s claims that the test would 
be safe.

The Leviathan field was dis-
covered in 2010, and the initial 
development phase was sanc-
tioned in 2017. The Leviathan 
reservoir is the great promise of 
the national and regional ener-
gy market, and an economic 
growth engine for the State of 
Israel and its citizens. 

Leviathan contains about 
two-thirds of all the gas resourc-
es discovered off the coast of 
Israel so far and is one of the 
world’s largest deep water gas 
discoveries in the first decade of 
the 21st century. 

Development of the Levi-
athan gas reservoir will grant 
Israel energy security, inject 
hundreds of billions of shekels 
to the state treasury from royal-
ties and taxes, enable export of 
natural gas to countries in the 
region, and strengthen the geo-
political status of Israel.

– JNS.org
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The Israeli Leviathan gas-processing rig near the city of Caesarea.

Israel’s largest 
offshore natural-gas 
field opens
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FEBRUARY 11
PJ LIBRARY CREATIVE 
MOVEMENT WITH A JEWISH 
TWIST Presented by Lappin 
Foundation and Epstein Hillel School.  
Children, ages 18-months to 3, and 
their caregivers are invited to a 
morning of creative movement with 
Debbie Leibowitz and a snack. This 
program will be held on Tuesdays 
through February 11, 10 – 10:45 a.m. 
Free. RSVPs are requested to Rachael 
Lock at rlock@lappinfoundation.org or 
978-740-4404. Walk-ins are welcome. 
Epstein Hillel School, 6 Community 
Road, Marblehead.

JANUARY 15
CAFÉ HAKALAH NORTH 
SHORE: MARINA 
VINOGRADOVA SINGS Café 
Hakalah is a monthly gathering for 
Holocaust survivors. Guests are invited 
to attend a concert from Marina 
Vinogradova. A graduate of Berklee 
College of Music, Marina is a Russian-
born vocalist, songwriter, and arranger 
who sings in English, Russian, Hebrew, 
and Yiddish. Tea, coffee will be served. 
Let us know if you need transportation. 
1:30 p.m. RSVP required by calling 781-
693-5680.  JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

JANUARY 16
KINDERGARTEN READINESS 
PANEL Hear from a panel of 
experienced educators and specialists 
and join an informative discussion 
facilitated by Head of Epstein Hillel 

School, Amy Gold. Free and open to 
the community. RSVP to hgreenberg@
jccns.com. 7 - 8:30 p.m. JCCNS, 4 
Community Road, Marblehead.

JANUARY 17 
JEWISH ART FOR GROWING 
FAMILIES DOES SHABBAT 
Presented by Temple Ahavat Achim. 
Community is invited for art-making 
with Sara Roizen and blessings with 
Rabbi Lewis and Abigail Gold followed 
by Shabbat supper. Come with PJs. 
5:30 – 7 p.m. Free. Temple Ahavat 
Achim, 86 Middle St., Gloucester.

ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR. COMMUNITY 
SERVICE Hosted by Temple Emanu-
El of Haverhill. This annual service in 
tribute to Dr. King, a joyful musical 
celebration of freedom and faith. The 
service will be followed by an Oneg 
Shabbat. Everyone in the community 
is invited to attend. 7 p.m. 514 Main 
St., Haverhill. 

JANUARY 22 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
SYMPOSIUM Presented by the 
Epstein Hillel School. Commiunity 
is invited to the first Environmental 
Education Symposium as we explore 
the film “Wasted: The Story of 
Food Waste.” Hear from a panel of 
community leaders. Learn about 
the impact our food has on the 
environment, and examine ways to 
consume food more sustainably. Free. 
Email eglore@epsteinhillel.org. Epstein 
Hillel School, 6 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

SHAKSHUKA FOR BREAKFAST, 
OR ANYTIME! Presented by Jewish 
Community Center of the North Shore. 
Learn how to make shakshuka with Lihi 
Kemelman, a young Israeli ambassador 
who is spending the year working on the 
North Shore as part of CJP’s Shinshinim 
program. Everyone will get to sample 
food and leave with a recipe. Free. 
7 - 9 p.m. JCCNS, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

JANUARY 25 
A NIGHT OF JAZZ Community is 
invited to music performance evening. 
7:30 p.m. Tickets $36. Register online 
at emanu-el.org or call the Temple office 
at 781-631-9300. Temple Emanu-El, 393 
Atlantic Ave., Marblehead.

JANUARY 25, 26
STONE HILL AT ANDOVER 
OPEN HOUSE Community is 
invited to check out the area’s newest 
senior living community. Visit model 
apartments, speak with the caring team 
of directors, and get a feel for life at 
Stone Hill. For more info call 978-664-
2600 or stonehillandover.com. 10 a.m. 
– 2 p.m. 141 Elm St., Andover. 

Looking Ahead
JANUARY 20 Journal Pick

ACT! FAMILY VOLUNTEERING:  
CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE 

Presented by Jewish Community Relations Council of 
Greater Boston. Gather at the Shapiro-Rudolph Adult Day 
Health Center at Chelsea Jewish Lifecare in Peabody for an 
engaging intergenerational program. Individuals of all ages will 
work together in small groups to create an art collage reflective 
of the values of Martin Luther King Jr. 

A group sing-along will conclude the program. For families 
with children 5-15. 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare, 240 Lynnfield St., Peabody.



JANUARY 26
ACT! ISRAEL ON CAMPUS: 
CLIMATE UPDATE Presented by 
Lappin Foundation. The community 
is invited to hear keynote speaker, 
Jacob Baime, executive director of the 
Israel on Campus Coalition (ICC). ICC’s 
mission is to inspire American college 
students to see Israel as a source of 
pride and empower them to stand up for 
Israel on campus. A dessert reception in 
honor of the 2019 Teen Israel Advocacy 
Fellows will follow the program.  This is 
a free program and is open to all.  Walk-
ins are welcome. 6:30 - 8 p.m. Free 
and open to all. Temple Ner Tamid, 368 
Lowell St., Peabody.

HADASSAH SHAWSHEEN 
VALLEY CHAI TEA: 2020 
CHAPTER INSTALLATION 
Community is invited to Chai Tea, 
celebrating volunteers and Hadassah 
achievements. Rhonda Saunders, HNE 
Resource Chair, will be installing the 
chapter board. All are welcome. Bring 
any new people, members or non-
members, spouses, friends or others. 
Free. Donations are appreciated. RSVP 
by January 20 at: hadassah.org/events/
SVHChai or hwollman@comcast.net. 
For questions, contact Harriet Wollman, 
at hwollman@comcast.net, or call 781-
272-2994. 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Burlington 
Public Library, 22 Sears St., Burlington.

JANUARY 27
COMMEMORATION OF 
INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST 
REMEMBRANCE DAY Sponsored 
by Lappin Foundation, Holocaust 
Legacy Foundation and Temple Ner 
Tamid. The community is invited to the 
local commemoration of International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day. The 
75th anniversary of the liberation 
of Auschwitz death camp will be 
remembered, and the memory of the 
six-plus million Jewish victims and the 
millions of other victims will be honored. 
Free. Reservations are requested 
to Susan Feinstein at sfeinstein@
lappinfoundation.org or 978-740-
4431. Walk-ins are welcome. 7 p.m. 
Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell Street in 
Peabody. 

JANUARY 29

PAINT NIGHT WITH LARA 
GOODMAN Presented by the JCCNS. 
Community is invited for a Chagall-
inspired Paint Night at the JCCNS. Wine 
and appetizers will be served. Ages 21 
and up, space is limited. Members $35/
community $40. To register, call 781-
631-8330. 6:30 p.m.

MESSIAEN, ESCHATOLOGY 
AND THE END OF TIME Lecture 
presented by Salem State Center for 
the Arts and Center for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies. BU professor of 
music Andrew Shenton presents a free 
lecture that includes music examples, 
an outline of the program of Messiaen’s 
Quartet for the End of time, as well as 
a discussion of the holocaust and the 
eschatology of war. Salem State Berry 
Library,352 Lafayette St., Salem.

JANUARY 30
CHAMELEON ARTS 
ENSEMBLE Presented by Salem 
State Center for the Arts and Center 
for Holocaust and Genocide Studies. 
The ensemble’s program includes 
“Quartet for the End of Time”, composed 
by Olivier Messiaen while a German 
POW during WWII. 7:30 pm. Tickets: 
$20 general/$15 senior/under 18 free. 
Salemstatetickets.com or 978.542.6365. 
71 Loring Ave., Salem.

JANUARY 31
LADIES SHABBAT DINNER 
Presented by Chabad of Peabody 
Women’s Circle. All are invited. 
Warmth, energy and joy. 6 p.m. $36. 
JewishPeabody.com for info.

SHABBAT SERVICE – CHINESE 
NEW YEAR THEMED SHABBAT 
DINNER Sponsored by Temple 
Emanu-El. $20 per person - $12 (6-13 
years) 5 and under - free. Family cap of 
$55.  6 p.m. Register online at emanu-el.
org or call the Temple office at 781-631-
9300. Temple Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic 
Ave., Marblehead.

FEBRUARY 1
WINE, CHEESE & CHOCOLATE: 
A TASTE OF ITALY Presented by 
the NSJCC. A two-hour Wine Tour of 

Italy. Learn about and sample many 
distinctive wines of wineries from all 
over the country. Accompanying the 
wines will be delicious cheeses and 
chocolates. 6 - 8 p.m. Tickets are 
$18 each and available by emailing 
ArlyneG@nsjcc.org or calling 978-471-
5520. Total Wine & More, Liberty Tree 
Mall, 100 Independence Way, Danvers. 

MORNING SERVICES AND 
KIDDUSH LUNCH Presented by 
Walnut Street Synagogue. Community 
is welcome to join. 9:30 - morning 
services; 11:45 a.m. - Kiddush Lunch. 
More info at walnutstreetsynagogue.
com. 617-884-8668. Walnut Street 
Synagogue, Chelsea.

LUNCH-AND-LEARN WITH 
RABBI LEWIS What does it mean 
to be a Jewish community that is 
egalitarian and pluralistic?  What does 
it feel, look and sound like? Particularly, 
how do we approach Jewish prayer 
(davening) with patriarchal roots and 
in Hebrew (a gendered language)? To 
discuss these questions and more, 
community is invited for Gendered 
Language and Davening: Challenges 
and Opportunities in an Egalitarian 
Pluralistic Community. To RSVP go 
to: taagloucester.org. Temple Ahavat 
Achim, 86 Middle St., Gloucester.

FEBRUARY 3
BERNICE LEWIS IN CONCERT 
Sponsored by the 2020 Combined 
Jewish Women’s Organization. 
Community is invited to hear Bernice 
Lewis, a songwriter, poet, and 
storyteller. Her stories and songs spring 
from a well of world and domestic 
travel, seen through the lens of a “nice 
Jewish girl from Boston.” 7:30 p.m. 
Open to all. No admission charge. For 
more information contact Arlyne at 978-
337-2155 or Arlyneg@nsjcc.org. Snow 
date, February 4th. Temple Ner Tamid, 
368 Lowell St. Peabody. 

FEBRUARY 6
CTWEEN Sponsored by Chabad of 
Peabody and NSJCC. Jewish youth 
group for boys and girls ages 10-13. 
Teens are invited to join other Jewish 
friends in the area for serious fun. 
Cupcake wars and smores making.  
Get your Jewish tween socializing at 

this fun event. Free. 7 - 8:30 p.m. Visit 
JewishPeabody.com to sign up.

FEBRUARY 7
FAMILY SHABBAT SERVICE 
followed by a story/craft and 
light dinner.  Free and open to the 
community. Temple Emanu-El, 393 
Atlantic Ave., Marblehead.

FEBRUARY 9
BABIES AND BAGELS WITH 
A YOGA presentation for babies and 
their caregivers. Free and open to the 
community. Temple Emanu-El, 393 
Atlantic Ave., Marblehead.

FEBRUARY 10
CTEEN, Chabad of Peabody invites 
all teens to the Smoothie Showdown. 
Who will win for best smoothie? 7:30 
p.m. Free. JewishPeabody.com for 
info.

FEBRUARY 11
TORAH HUB Presented by the 
Jewish Community Center of the North 
Shore. Rabbi David Meyer: How Our 
Sages Disagreed-Talmudic Conflict and 
Resolutions. Free. RSVP to Sara Ewing at 
sewing@jccns.com. 7:30 p.m. JCCNS, 4 
Community Road, Marblehead.

Sponsored by Jewish Women’s Organizations of the North Shore  
with a generous grant from the Jewish Women’s Endowment Fund of the North Shore,  

a Donor Advised Fund of Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater Boston, Inc.

For additional information,
contact: Arlyne Greenspan,
978-337-2155
arlyneg@nsjcc.org or
Barbara Sigel,
978-536-2018
bls1947@comcast.net

Monday,  
February 3, 2020
7:30 pm

Snow date is Tuesday,  
February 4, 2020

Temple Ner Tamid
368 Lowell Street
Peabody, MA
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Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington Street, Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Free parking ~ Closed Saturdays

V EVENT PLANNING V

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

THE PERFECT VENUE 
FOR YOUR EVENT

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ

CONTACT US AT
781.207.9353

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise in 
the Event Planning 
directory, contact: 

lois@jewishjournal.org, 
marcy@jewishjournal.org, 

or call 
978-745-4111.

Consider us for your 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 

Weddings, Private Events, 
Special Occasions

978.744.5469 | SalemTrolley.com 

Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

Happy New Year!
We are grateful to our wonderful customers 
and for their loyalty throughout the years.

SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm

TEL 978-531-3366 | FAX 978-531-3060 | www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
Fine Chinese Cuisine

373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Catering 

available
Functions from 2-200
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ORTHODONTIST

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street, Swampscott, MA 01907
781-581-1550       www.weaverortho.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME CARE
The First Choice for  

Loving, Compassionate 
Home Care on the  

North Shore

781.691.5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

Specializing in Companionship, Meal Prep, Transportation, 
Bathing & Hygiene, Mobility & Toileting Assistance

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

HOME HEALTH CARE

For ALL Your 
Home Care Needs!
Delivering Excellence in 

Home Care for Over 100 Years!

781-598-2454 
www.allcare.org

VNA
Hospice

Private Services

ASSISTED LIVING  
AND MEMORY SUPPORT

Cohen Florence Levine  
Estates
617-887-0826

Florence & Chafetz  
Specialized Care
617-887-0826

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan 
Estates
978-532-4411

SHORT-TERM REHAB 
AND LONG-TERM CARE

Leonard Florence  
Center for Living
617-887-0001

Katzman Family Center  
for Living 
617-884-6766

Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick 
Center for Living
978-471-5100

chelseajewish.org

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Shapiro-Rudolph Adult Day Health Center  |  978-471-5180
Chelsea Jewish Aging Life Care  |  978-471-5153
Chelsea Jewish Hospice and Palliative Care  |  617-889-0779
Chelsea Jewish Visiting Nurse Agency  |  617-889-8744

SENIOR CARE

HEALTH SERVICES

Caregiver with over 20 years 
of experience looking for  

a full-time or part-time job 
working with elders.

Exceptional references 

Call Cynthia at 
617-708-6350

CAREGIVER

To advertise in this 

Directory, call 

978-745-4111

14 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JANUARY 16, 2020 

NOTICES
AARONSON, Marilyn Beth, 
71 – late of Melrose. Died on 
January 2, 2020. Daughter of 
Pearl (Greif) Aaronson of Hawaii 
and the late Lawrence Bernard 
Aaronson. Sister of Arthur Alan 
Aaronson of Hawaii. Cousin of 
Beth and Michael Aaronson 
of Lynnfield. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

FINKEL, Patricia “Patti,” 
69 – late of Andover, for-
merly of Framingham. Died 
on January 3, 2020. Wife of 
Eric Linde. Mother of Dimitri 
Linde. Sister of the late Peter 
Finkel. Daughter of the late 
Dimi and Sylvia (Nathan) Finkel. 
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)

LERNER, Michael Edward, 
78 – late of Quincy, formerly 
of Peabody. Died on January 
5, 2020. Former husband of 
Sandra Colman of Quincy. 
Father of Samantha Colman 
Lerner of Boston, and Marni, 
Adam, and Gary of Calif. 
Brother of Barry of Fla., and 
uncle of Jessica. Son of the 
late Abraham and Sara (Remis) 
Lerner. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

ROSENBERG, Theodore, 
96 – late of Quincy. Died on 
December 31, 2019. Husband 
of the late Betty (Heller) 
Rosenberg. Father of Irene and 
her husband Stephen Grolnic 
and Howard Rosenberg. Brother 
of the late Ida Freedman and 
Abraham Mazur. Uncle of many 
nieces and nephews. (Goldman)

SHULMAN, Gerald S., 90 
– late of Peabody. Died on 
January 4, 2020. Husband of 
Selma (Herman) Shulman. Son 
of the late Victor and Bertha 
(Kaufman) Shulman. Father of 
Naomi (Shulman) McCormick, 
Steven Shulman, the late 
Howard Shulman, and David 
Shulman. Grandfather of Shane 
McCormick, Jason McCormick, 
and Matthew Strommen-
Shulman. Great-grandfather of 
Aubrey McCormick. Brother of 
the late Elinor (Shulman) Levy 
and the late Larry Shulman. 
Uncle of Karen (Shulman) Kaplan 
and Seth Shulman. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

SKLAR, Sidney J. – late of 
Wayland. Died on January 
10, 2020. Husband of Razel 
(Cohen) Sklar. Son of the late 
Frank Sklar and Clara Ginsberg. 
Father of Jeff and Robin Sklar 
of Wayland, Frank and Amy 
Sklar of Peabody, and Kim 
and Mark Reichelt of Wayland. 
Grandfather of Stephanie and 
Samantha Sklar, Randal and 
Jessica Sklar, and Benjamin 
and Anika Reichelt. Brother of 
Estelle Goldner of New York. 
(Stanetsky, Brookline)

TANZER, Ronald S., 73 – late 
of Peabody. Died on December 
29, 2019. Husband of Kathleen 
(Piecewicz) Tanzer. Father of 
David Tanzer and his wife Deb, 
Debra Tanzer, and Darlene 
Tanzer. Grandfather of Sophia, 
Joshua, and Justice Tanzer. 
Brother of Harvey Tanzer and 
Rachel Tanzer. Son of the late 
Murray and Madeline (Hershoff) 
Tanzer. (Stanetsky-Hymanson)

the bridge together proudly holding a big 
blue banner that proclaimed: “Boston 
Stands Against Hate.” 

Speakers included important New York 
politicians, like Governor Andrew Cuomo, 
Senators Chuck Schumer and Kirsten 
Gillibrand, and New York City Mayor Bill de 
Blasio. Leaders of local Jewish, Latino, Black, 
Muslim and Christian groups also spoke, 
while Hasidic reggae artist Matisyahu sang. 
Bari Weiss, a New York Times columnist 
and author of the recently released book 
“How to Fight Anti-Semitism,” gave a rous-
ing speech that Rabbi Lipsker said “should 
be transcribed and turned into a mini com-
pulsory Jewish textbook.”

The vast crowd listening to their mes-
sage included every kind of Jew. “You had 
black hatters, you had Hasidim, you had 
LGBTQ communities with their rainbows 
and you had Jews wearing ‘Make America 
Great Again’ red caps,” said David Bernat, 
a Needham resident and executive director 
of the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts. 
Participants also recalled seeing banners for 
the Jewish Labor Committee, the National 
Jewish Women’s Council, Workmen’s Circle, 
Moishe House, and many Israelis.

Many were especially heartened to see 
non-Jews in the crowds and on the podiums. 
“There were representatives from different 
communities, and I found their speeches 
about alliance and solidarity to be particu-
larly moving, more than hearing from the 
Jewish professionals, which is great, but as 
a Jewish professional myself, I hear these 
sorts of talks all the time,” said Bernat, who 
pointed to speeches by a Methodist minis-
ter and the head of the Hispanic Alliance as 
some of the rally’s most memorable.

Both participants and the co-chairs of 
CJP’s Anti-Semitism Task Force said that 
outreach within and beyond the Jewish 
community, and enhanced security are 
needed to continue the fight against a ris-
ing tide of anti-Semitism. “We need to ask 
for allies, and we need to be an ally,” said 
Bernat. “If I want the imam to come out and 
speak on my behalf, if I want the Muslim 
and Latinx communities to join me when 
there’s a crisis, I need to be ready to do the 
same.” 

“One of the things I’m hearing a lot about 

now is what is the role for the Jewish com-
munity to do this on its own as opposed 
to with other allies in the community,” 
said Karyn Cohen, co-chair of CJP’s Anti-
Semitism Task Force during an open con-
ference call and Q&A on anti-Semitism. 
“The question many have asked is if anti-
Semitism is a Jewish problem, or if it’s 
everyone else’s problem? We can’t fix anti-
Semitism without mobilizing the rest of the 
community to address it and understand it 
is an important strategy.” 

“[Emory University professor and anti-
Semitism expert] Deborah Lipstadt makes 
the point that you can’t be against one ‘ism’ 
without being against all the ‘isms’,” added 
co-chair Lisa Wallack. “From a moral as well 
as strategic point of view, it behooves us as 
a Jewish community to work with organiza-
tions that are feeling threatened and expe-
riencing this uptick in hate crimes. From a 
strategic point of view, collaborating with 
these other organizations is also a way to 
potentially access additional resources.” 

CJP’s Anti-Semitism Task Force is cur-
rently in the process of reviewing existing 

resources and procedures, and making sure 
that it effectively coordinates the work of 
different organizations invested in fight-
ing anti-Semitism and bigotry. The task 
force will present CJP with recommenda-
tions at the end of January. At around the 
same time, CJP President Marc Baker will 
embark on a multi-town listening tour 
called “Conversations for Action” that will 
explore how to create a more welcoming 
Jewish community for all. He will be at 
Danversport in Danvers on Feb. 12.

In the wake of several violent attacks, 
security is at the top of everyone’s list. CJP 
has hired a full-time director of security and 
operations, Jeremy Yamin, who helps design 
free security trainings at Jewish institutions 
and schools. Through a grant from the 
Department of Homeland Security, CJP has 
worked with ADL, JCRC, and the Synagogue 
Council of Massachusetts to create the 
Jewish Emergency Management System 
(JEMS), which provides a variety of security 
trainings for individuals and institutions. 
Thanks in part to the lobbying efforts of 
JCRC, Massachusetts has granted $1 million 
in extra funding to religious institutions.

CJP has also partnered with the ADL to 
create comprehensive resources and train-
ing to combat anti-Semitism in schools, 
workplaces and elsewhere. The ADL recent-
ly released a 31-page “Good Fight Toolkit” 
that discusses in detail how to identify and 
confront anti-Semitism in daily life. “I think 
people should be engaged in combatting 
anti-Semitism all the time,” said Trestan. 
“It’s great that everyone was [at the march], 
but the real work happens when you come 
home, and the actions that you take, the 
conversations you have with others, the 
times that you report something when you 
see it. It’s not just about standing up to 
anti-Semitism at a rally in New York on a 
particular Sunday – it’s doing it every single 
day. That’s what matters.” 

“Anti-Semitism is not a Jewish problem; 
anti-Semitism is an American problem 
and a global, human problem,” Baker and 
Burton wrote in a joint statement after the 
Monsey attack. “We need action – from 
within and beyond our own Jewish commu-
nities – to fight against anti-Semitism in all 
its forms. We refuse to normalize this.”

No Hate, No Fear: Boston Jews march in solidarity
from page 1

Carl Kaplan of Winchester and Karen Bar-Or 
of Revere.



Rita Fagan, of Swampscott, 
passed away peacefully on 
January 1, 2020. 

Rita was born in Lynn in 
September, 1929, and had 
just turned 90. She gradu-
ated from Lynn English High 
School, attended college at 
Hobart and William Smith in 
New York, and later received 
certification in library science.  
Alongside her beloved husband 
Alvin Fagan, she worked dili-
gently for the family business, 
Suffolk Upholstering of Lynn, 
as the bookkeeper, and later 
loved being the founder of her 
own successful business, The 
Sophisticated Shopper, where 
she sold dishes, silver, and gift-
ware and had a bridal registry. 

Rita and Alvin were lifelong 
members of Temple Sinai in 
Marblehead. She loved doing 
needlepoint, socializing, enter-
taining, traveling, and attend-
ing theater, opera, and other 
cultural events in both Boston 
and New York City. She was an 
avid reader and loved doing 
the New York Times crossword 
puzzles.  She was gracious to 
newcomers at the temple and a 
magnificent hostess.  

Rita was the beloved wife of 
Alvin Fagan of Swampscott. She 
was the daughter of the late 
Mollie Pruss and Albert Singer 
of Lynn. She leaves her children 
Joanne Fagan (Ron Alexander) 
of Montrose, Colo., and Mark 
Fagan (Janet Zerlin Fagan) of 
Newton, as well as her grand-
children Miriam Fagan of Mill 
Valley, Calif., and Abigail Fagan 
of Brooklyn, N.Y. Rita was the 
beloved sister of Bernie Singer 
and his wife Marilyn, current-
ly of Bal Harbor, Fla., and the 
proud aunt of David Singer 
(Sharon Glazer) and the great-
aunt of Sabrina Singer and her 
brother Douglas.  

Rita’s family wishes to extend 
heartfelt gratitude to Rita’s care-
giver, Gina Subero and her hus-
band Rafael, who cared for Rita 

lovingly for so many years until 
the end. 

The funeral service was 
held at Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem on 
January 3.  Interment followed 
in Framingham Natick Hebrew 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to 
Temple Sinai of Marblehead, 1 
Community Road, Marblehead, 
(templesinaiweb.org), or the 
Alzheimer’s Association, 309 
Waverly Oaks Road, Waltham, 
MA 02452 (alz.org). For more 
information or to register in 
the online guestbook, visit sta-
netskyhymansonsalem.com. 

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS

NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

Family-owned and operated since 1933
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Muriel (Glass) Baker, 97, of 
Peabody, formerly of Medford, 
a native of Lynn, died peacefully 
on January 9, 2020. She was the 
daughter of the late Jacob and 
Mary (Kaufman) Glass. Loving 
wife and devoted mother, grand-
mother, and great-grandmother, 
Muriel was a family matriarch 
in the truest sense, a wise and 
devoted friend and confidant, 
accomplished educator, skilled 
bridge player, and rabid Red Sox 
fan. Muriel loved and was well 
loved by her family and friends.

Born in Lynn, Muriel attend-
ed Lynn public schools and 
was a 1943 graduate of Salem 
Teachers College (now Salem 
State University). She was a 
special education teacher in 
Medford for more than two 
decades. Muriel was ahead of 
her time as an advocate for chil-
dren with special needs, always 

finding what was “special” in 
each of her students and train-
ing a generation of teachers in 
the field. She was a wonderful 
cook and loved to entertain – 
whether Thanksgiving dinner 
for the family, a small party, or 
just a gathering of friends to play 
bridge. She was an avid bridge 
player, both as a social pur-
suit and as a fierce competitor. 
Muriel achieved the rank of Gold 
Life Master from the American 
Contract Bridge League.

Left to cherish so many 
happy memories are her chil-
dren Dan and Rebecca Baker 
of Manhattan, N.Y., Shelley 
Baker of Lynnfield, and Arthur 
Schneider of Newton, eight 
beloved grandchildren, and 13 
great-grandchildren. She was 
predeceased by her husband of 
62 years, Max (her best friend 
and the love of her life), her 

daughter Arlyn Schneider, her 
son Stephen Baker, and her sis-
ter Beatrice. 

Muriel made many wonderful 
friends at her home at Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare (Peabody), and 
her family is grateful for the lov-
ing, dedicated, and compassion-
ate care she received there from 
both staff and devoted personal 
caregivers, as well as from the 
nurses and other caring profes-
sionals at Care Dimensions.

Funeral services were held 
on January 12 at Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
Salem. Burial followed in Pride 
of Lynn Cemetery, Lake Shore 
Road, Lynn. In lieu of flowers, 
donations in Muriel’s memory 
may be made to the charity of 
one’s choice. For more informa-
tion or to register in the online 
guestbook, visit stanetsky-
hymansonsalem.com.

Muriel (Glass) Baker, 97, of Peabody, formerly of Medford and Lynn

Rita Fagan, 90, of Swampscott, formerly of Lynn

Stewart “Stewie” K. Solomon, 
64 years of age, passed away on 
January 1, 2020, surrounded by 
loving family after a courageous 
battle with diabetes.

Stewie was born to Paul “Foo 
Foo” and Cecelia Solomon and 
was raised in Revere. He worked 
from his youth at Suffolk Downs, 
following in the footsteps of his 
father. A ray of sunshine, the 
world is a bit darker without 
him.

Stewie was a generous, flir-
tatious, and fun-loving soul, 
who was known for his kind-
ness. A graduate of Salem State, 
he loved being the life of the 
party and brought positive ener-
gy wherever he went. He was a 
pillar to his family and lifelong 
friends. A caregiver and protec-
tor, he got his greatest joy from 
being a partner to Gail, a father 
to Jared, and a grandfather to 
Jaxon, Landon, Payton, and 
Raelynn.  

Surviving Stewie are his wife 
Gail Cipoletta of Tewksbury, 
his son Jared Solomon of 
Swampscott, his step-children 

Hayley Wandell of Tewksbury 
and Randy Cipoletta of Lynnfield, 
and his mother Cecelia of 
Revere. He was the loving 
brother of Bonnie Solomon and 
her husband Robert of Marco 
Island, Fla., Mark Solomon and 
his wife Sharyn of Lynnfield, 
Nancy Solomon of Seatauket, 
N.Y., and Ross Solomon and his 
wife Melissa of Sharon. Also sur-
vived by many loving nieces and 
nephews. His loved ones and 
innumerable friends will miss 
him dearly.

His funeral was held on 
January 5 at Temple Emmanuel, 
Chelsea. Burial followed at the 
Tewksbury Cemetery, 172 East 
St., Tewksbury. Donations in 
Stewie’s memory can be made 
to The Joslin Diabetes Center or 
the Paul Jack “Foo Foo” Solomon 
Memorial Fund, 3800 North 
Hills Dr., Apt. 215, Hollywood, 
FL 33021. 

Arrangements were handled 
by Torf Funeral Service, Chelsea. 
Visit torffuneralservice.com for 
an online guestbook.

Stewart “Stewie” K. Solomon, 64,  
of Tewksbury, formerly of Revere
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“I know a ton of great players 
are coming out of Harvard now,” 
he said. “I was just fortunate 
enough to get the opportunity. It 
was pretty exciting news.”

And, he reflected, “It was defi-
nitely an interesting time going 
back to New England. I had a 
bunch of family and friends in 
town,” including from Harvard. 
“I had a cool experience at 
Harvard watching the Patriots 

win the Super Bowl. To play 
against them in Foxborough was 
exciting.”

In their history, the Patriots 
have won a record-tying six 
Super Bowls – all of which came 
this century, under the leader-
ship of quarterback Tom Brady. 
Although Brady is 42 years old 
now, he came into the game 
having guided the Pats to wins in 
three of the last five Super Bowls. 

Ironically, Brady’s teammate for 
the first three championships 
was the Titans’ current coach, 
Mike Vrabel.

“We knew the Patriots were 
going to be a tough matchup,” 
Firkser said. “They’ve been 
winning a lot of times in the 
playoffs. We knew it would be 
a tough encounter. We had to 
understand the game plan and 
execute on situations.” And, he 

said, the Titans had to play “a 
whole game.”

The Patriots took an early 
lead, but Tennessee moved 
ahead when Firkser caught a 
touchdown pass from quarter-
back Ryan Tannehill.

“I slipped inside, [Tannehill] 
made a great throw and I com-
pleted the catch,” Firkser 
recalled.

The Patriots countered to 
retake the lead on a trick play 
that resulted in a touchdown 
from their standout Julian 
Edelman, who last year became 
the first Jewish Super Bowl MVP.

“I think Julian Edelman is a 
great player for them,” Firkser 
said. “He always makes big plays 
for them. He’s a tough wide 

receiver … He’s pretty impres-
sive to watch.”

Ultimately, the game 
belonged to the Titans and their 
running back Derrick Henry, 
who delivered a dominant per-
formance. Firkser called the 
Tennessee offense in general 
“a close-knit group. They’re all 
team leaders out there who 
make sure everyone knows the 
play, and explain it. We play for 
the man next to us.”

That approach helped the 
Titans stun the Patriots and on 
Sunday they moved a step closer 
to the Super Bowl by defeat-
ing the top-seeded Baltimore 
Ravens. They will play for the 
league championship this 
Sunday in Kansas City. 

sanphypodiatry.com

Call for an appointment

781-596-0703
98 Nahant Street

Lynn, MA

––––––––––––– PHYSICIANS OF THE FOOT & ANKLE –––––––––––––

Sanphy Podiatry Group
The best footcare on the North Shore

Medicare approved Diabetic Shoe Program
Modern styles with support, one pair per calendar year

Most
Insurance
Accepted

Please
Call for an

Appointment

Dr. Robert
Uhrich

Dr. Lauren
Fisher

Dr. Steeve
Yamadjako

Dr. Mark
Sanphy

We provide
Diabetic Shoes

at our office

Sanphy Podiatry Group
sanphypodiatry.com

Call for an appointment

781-596-0703
98 Nahant Street

Lynn, MA

Physicians of the foot & ankle

Serving Swampscott,  
Marblehead and Lynn for 25 years.

Office visits and home visits  
available immediately.

Most insurance accepted.

• Surgical Services
• On Site Digital XRays
• Diabetic Shoes
• Pediatric Foot Problems Treated
• Ingrown Toenail & Wart Removal

— We’ll keep you on your toes. —

Are you caring for an aging parent or spouse?    
A grandchild? Caregiving can turn your life    
upside down. We’ll help 
Caregiving could be one of  the most 
important things you ever do. It can 
be challenging and rewarding—and  
often frustrating. 
 

The Family Caregiver Support Program 
provides the support and services you 
need, like training and education,               
information and referrals, and much 
more. And our services are free! 
 

Contact Debby Segil, LICSW, at                  
781-586-8540 or Taylor  Lamberta, 
LICSW, at tlamberta@glss.net. 
 

 

GLSS is the nonprofit agency helping 
people age 60 and older, adults living 
with disabilities, and their families and 
caregivers in Lynn, Lynnfield, Nahant, 

Saugus, and Swampscott. 

when your apartment is 
at Two Victory Road.

The perfect address for people 
who want a little extra help to 

get a lot more out of life.

Two Victory Road is a wonderful 
neighborhood conveniently located 
on a scenic and serene pond on the 

Salem/Lynn line. 

Featuring a brand new community 
room, gym and active resident 

service program.

1 and 2 bedrooms 
starting at $1,500

Contact Caitlin at 978-532-4800 
for a property tour

Professionally managed by 
Crowninshield Management Company

There is no place like home
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Firkser’s Titanic game helps send Pats packing
from page 1

Firkser is playing in his second season with Tennessee.

Photos: Tennessee Titans
Anthony Firkser reaches for a pass against the Patriots. At right, Firkser makes a catch against the Kansas City Chiefs.



By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

CAMBRIDGE  – There were 
no reported Steve Bannon sight-
ings in the audience at Harvard 
Square’s Brattle Theatre on Jan. 
3. But the former strategist for 
Donald Trump and onetime 
Breitbart head was very much 
there in spirit – as the subject of 
the Errol Morris documentary 
“American Dharma,” screened 
before a full house on a Friday 
night during its theatrical pre-
miere run.

“American Dharma” explores 
Bannon’s controversial career, 
which took him from Breitbart 
News to the White House with 
the election of Trump in 2016. 
After the infamous “Unite the 
Right” rally in Charlottesville, 
Va., in 2017, Bannon left the 
administration following calls 
for his dismissal. He has con-
tinued working with right-wing 
movements in Europe.

Morris is an American Jewish 
director who won an Oscar for 
“The Fog of War,” his 2003 biop-
ic of Vietnam War-era Secretary 
of Defense Robert McNamara. 
Other subjects range from 
George W. Bush’s first defense 
secretary, Donald Rumsfeld 
(“Known Unknowns”), to a 
Holocaust denier/electric chair 
repairman named Fred A. 
Leuchter Jr. (“Mr. Death”). In 
a post-film Q&A, Morris said 
that the Museum of Tolerance, 
a Holocaust museum in Los 
Angeles, was going to screen 
“Mr. Death,” but decided not to 
after Elie Wiesel protested. 

“Let me assure you, not that 
it’s any kind of proof, I am not 
an anti-Semite,” Morris said. “I 
really love my mother … I was 
bar mitzvahed. As far as I know, 
I’m not an anti-Semite. It’s just 
crazy, just crazy, that a movie 
trying to examine the nature of 
Holocaust denial is branded as 
unshowable.”

Morris noted that Bannon 
decided to become a docu-
mentary filmmaker himself 
after seeing “The Fog of War.” 
In the interviews that form the 
basis of “American Dharma,” 
Bannon and Morris discussed 
not only the media and poli-
tics, but also some of Bannon’s 
favorite films, such as the 1949 
World War II movie “Twelve 
O’Clock High,” starring Gregory 
Peck, and the 1967 Orson Welles 
Shakespearean drama “Chimes 
at Midnight.” In a nod to “Twelve 
O’Clock High,” Morris filmed 
his sessions with Bannon in a 
Quonset hut, which was built in 
Allston, across the Charles River 
from the filmmaker’s longtime 
hometown of Cambridge. 

Early in the film, Bannon 
notes that he first saw “Twelve 
O’Clock High” when he was a 
student at Harvard Business 
School. “It just blew me away,” 
he said. He tells Morris that the 
film’s protagonist – an American 
military general portrayed 
by Peck – “understands his 
dharma.” Bannon defines this 
Buddhist concept as “a combi-
nation of duty, fate and destiny.” 

When the Jewish Journal 
asked Morris how he came up 
with the film’s title, the film-
maker said, “We thought of 
‘American Carnage,’ the name 
of [Trump’s] inaugural address,” 
but added, “I liked ‘American 
Dharma’. Bannon’s recurring 

use of the phrase ‘duty, destiny, 
dharma’ was at the “heart of the 
story,” said Morris.

The film depicts Bannon’s 
quest to fulfill his dharma 
beginning in 2008, when he 
learned that his daughter’s West 
Point volleyball team uniform 
was made in Vietnam. Citing 
the Americans and Vietnamese 
dead and wounded– including 
the son of his high school foot-
ball coach – Bannon called the 
discovery “an incredibly clarify-
ing moment for me.”

A former Navy officer, gradu-
ate of Harvard Business School 
and Georgetown University, and 
Hollywood producer of conser-
vative-themed films, Bannon 
called himself a populist who 
gained access to elite institu-
tions. He planned to work as 
an outsider against such elites 
by joining forces with the late 
Andrew Breitbart and his epon-
ymous right-wing news organi-
zation, which helped take down 
then-U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner 
by reporting on the congress-
man’s tweeting of lewd imagery 
in 2011. Then, in the summer of 
2016, Bannon entered electoral 
politics to head the Trump cam-
paign with Kellyanne Conway.

In the film, Bannon says that 
after the media reported on 
Oct. 8, 2016 about Trump’s lewd 
comments from a 2005 “Access 
Hollywood” tape, he convinced 
Trump to go on the offensive a 
day later in the second debate 
with Democratic candidate 
Hillary Clinton, the former First 
Lady and Secretary of State. 
Trump’s guests for the debate 
included four women – Juanita 
Broaddrick, Gennifer Flowers, 
Paula Jones and Kathleen Willey 
– who had accused Clinton’s 
husband, former president 
Bill Clinton, of sexual abuse. 
Bannon claims in the film that 
his advice helped Trump win 
election.

Discussing the 2016 elec-
tion brings about the one 
moment when Morris loses his 
cool. He tells Bannon that he 
voted for Hillary Clinton in the 
Massachusetts primary. “Oh, 
my God, you just crushed me,” 
Bannon says. “How can you 
possibly make ‘The Fog of War,’ 
‘Known Unknowns’ and vote 
for Hillary Clinton?” An upset 
Morris replies, “I was afraid of 
you guys. I still am. I thought 
that she was the best hope of 
defeating Trump and Bannon. 
I did it out of fear. I don’t know 
how better to describe it.”

At various points, Morris asks 
Bannon whether his views yield 
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Documentary captures  
Steve Bannon’s ‘dharma’

Documentary filmmaker Errol Morris talks with the audience at a 
Q&A at the Brattle Theatre in Cambridge.

continued on page 18



By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

MARBLEHEAD – Studies 
have shown that smart people 
are actually more forgetful, 
which could have explained why 
MIT-educated biologist Peipei 
Wishnow began to feel absent-
minded a few years ago. But this 
sudden inability to remember 
basic information like her office 
passcode was new for Wishnow, 
and it concerned her. 

“My calendar is usually crys-
tal clear, and it became blurry … 
I noticed that my multitasking 
capabilities really decreased. 
My concentration decreased,” 
said Wishnow. “I was very wor-
ried because my mother started 
having memory issues at 75, and 
then I started digging out what I 
could do to protect myself.”

Wishnow is the founder and 
president of Interceuticals, a 
Salem company that combines 
Western medicine, natural 
supplements and Eastern heal-
ing traditions. In December, 
the company launched 
Interceuticals Better Memory, a 

brain supplement that uses a 
special form of curcumin, the 
active compound in turmeric, 
to help mitigate aging-related 

cognitive decline. According to 
an 18-month study by UCLA sci-
entists, curcumin can improve 
memory, recall, and mood in 

people with aging-related mild 
cognitive impairment. 

Wishnow has taken Better 
Memory supplements herself, 
and noticed a marked improve-
ment in not only her memory, 
but also her Seasonal Affective 
Disorder. “My multitasking abil-
ities came back, and I didn’t 
have to look at the calendar 
anymore,” she said. Wishnow 
also noted how Better Memory 
helped her 93-year-old moth-
er, who had become physically 
and verbally abusive because of 
dementia. After a few months 
of taking Better Memory, her 
mother’s mood improved, she 
was able to recognize people 
more easily, and she was even 
able to memorize and recite 
most of a new poem that she 
learned.

Wishnow was born in 
Hangzhou, China, where she 
learned about the benefits of 
ancient herbal remedies from 
her grandfather, a respected 
herbalist. She saw him cure a 
crying baby using acupuncture, 
and when she was a teenager, he 
was able to cure a skin infection 

using a combination of Chinese 
herbs. No other doctors were 
able to cure it for three years. 
“All of those things instilled in 
me that there is something so 
valuable in ancient medicine,” 
she said. “It treats a person as an 
individual, holistically. My idea 
is to combine Eastern holistic 
healing wisdom with Western 
scientific research and vigorous 
quality control.”

Wishnow came to the United 
States in 1985. She got her PhD 
in biology from Hunter College, 
and then did postdoctoral 
research at MIT and Caltech 
before working at a pharmaceu-
tical company. Eager to incor-
porate Eastern healing into 
pharmaceutical research, she 
founded Interceuticals in 1997.

She now lives in Marblehead, 
where she is married to Jerry 
Wishnow, who produces media 
campaigns for nonprofit orga-
nizations, and has worked with 
the celebrated former Anti-
Defamation League director 
Lenny Zakim to create the World 
of Difference Award. Jerry, who 
is Jewish, proposed to Peipei by 
presenting her with a fortune 
cookie – a perfect amalgam of 
Jewish and Chinese cultures – 
asking her to marry him. They 
then had two separate ceremo-
nies – a Jewish wedding under a 
chuppah in their backyard over-
looking Marblehead Harbor, 
and a separate Chinese ceremo-
ny in Hangzhou.

“In China, Jewish people have 
a good reputation,” she said. 
“We heard the Jewish people are 
a lot like the Chinese in terms of 
values. We work very hard, and 
emphasize education.” 

For more information, visit 
bebetternow.com. Consult with 
your physician before trying any 
products. 
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Marblehead scientist helps improve memory

Peipei Wishnow’s Salem company Interceuticals combines Western 
research with Eastern herbal remedies.

destructive results. He voic-
es fears of “a certain kind of 
meanness and racism,” such 
as prejudice against Mexicans, 
Arabs or Jews. The filmmaker 
shows footage of alt-right dem-
onstrators in Charlottesville in 
Aug. 2017 shouting “Jews will 
not replace us!” Thirty-two-
year-old Heather Heyer died 
when neo-Nazi James Alex 
Fields drove a car into counter-
protestors, and graphic sounds 
and images are presented: a 
revving car, screams, a shat-
tered windshield.

Bannon tells Morris that 
neo-Nazis are a creation of 
“the liberal media.” Morris 
replies that there is “something 
incredibly perverse” in such a 
view.

Some have criticized Morris 
for not going after Bannon 
harder. At the Brattle, Morris 
quoted a psychiatrist who 
told him that “part of the goal 
of psychiatry is to keep the 
patient coming back for more. 
You don’t want to be so antago-
nistic that they get out of the 
chair, out of the room … Did 
I exercise some discretion in 
what I asked? Of course.”

Yet, he reflected, even if 
he hit Bannon with a brick, 
“someone would say, ‘the brick 
wasn’t large enough, why not a 
cinderblock, why not an anvil?’ 
Some people are really difficult 
to please.”

Bannon
from page 17
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Yehonatan Ruderman, son of 
philanthropists Shira and Jay 
Ruderman from Boston, chose 
to celebrate his bar mitzvah at 
The Herzl Museum and Center 
on Mt. Herzl in Jerusalem dur-
ing Hanukkah, surrounded by 
family and close friends.

The celebration is within a 
new framework initiated by the 
incoming chair of The Herzl 
Center, Dr. Aliza Lavie (former 
MK, Yesh Atid) where children 
celebrating a bar or bat mitzvah 
will be able to do so at the Herzl 
Center within a Zionst context.

Wendy Waxman and Ron 
Waxman, of Swampscott, are proud 
to announce the engagement of 
their son, Jacob Waxman to Rory 
Richards, son of Marcelle Richards, 
of Gregory, S.D. 

Jacob graduated from Swampscott 
High School, and Hofstra University, 
receiving a Bachelor of Business 
Administration. He is presently 
working with Dental Partners of 
Boston.

Jacob is the grandson of Arlene 
and David Addis of Swampscott. 

Rory graduated from Gregory 
High School, and Roger Williams 
University, receiving a Bachelor 
of Arts in Communications and 
Public Relations.  He is presently 
an Assistant Vice President with 
National Grand Bank in Marblehead.

The couple resides in Swampscott. 
A summer wedding is planned.

Yehonatan Ruderman celebrates  
bar mitzvah in Israel

Jacob Waxman to wed Rory Richards

Dr. Aliza Lavie, Yehonatan Ruderman, and Shira and Jay Ruderman

Jacob and Rory

Daniel and Melissa

EHS 2nd graders harvested  
lettuce, dill, bok choy, basil, 
arugula, and kale from their 
Tower Garden.

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Caras of Peabody, Massachusetts are 
pleased to announce the engagement of their daughter Melissa 
Lynne, to Daniel Jason Stolzberg, son of Mark Stolzberg and the late 
Marilyn Stolzberg of Boynton Beach, Florida. Dr. Caras received 
her PhD in neuroscience from the University of Washington and is 
an assistant professor at the University of Maryland. Dr. Stolzberg 
received his PhD in neuroscience from the University of Buffalo and 
is a research scientist at the University of Maryland.

An October 2020 wedding is planned.

Engagement announcement

Tower Garden at 
Epstein Hillel School

Adriana from Swampscott

January 29
Lecture: Messiaen, Eschatology 
and the End of Time

Boston University 
professor of music 
Andrew Shenton 
presents a free 
lecture including 
music examples, 
an outline of the 
program of  

Messiaen’s “Quartet for the End 
of Time,” as well as a discussion of 
the holocaust and the eschatology 
of war. 
4:30 - 6 p.m. Salem State Berry Library 
and Learning Commons, 
352 Lafayette St., Salem

Salem State Center for the Arts and  
Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies  

invite the public to two events

January 30
Chameleon Arts Ensemble

The acclaimed Chamber Ensemble’s 
program includes “Quartet for the End 
of Time,” composed by Olivier Messiaen 
while a German POW during WWII. 
7:30 p.m. Tickets: $20 general; $15 seniors; 
under 18 free; salemstatetickets.com,  
71 Loring Ave., Salem

More info at 978.542.6365

The Jewish Journal will print 
your news at no charge: 
Birth announcements, 

engagements, weddings, 
job promotions, special 

events and other simchas. 
Submissions are subject to 
editing for style and length. 

Send your news to the 
Associate Editor at  

wittner@jewishjournal.org.
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By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

Diversity dominated local theater 
this year. Both large and small 
stages embraced plays and 

musicals about Jewish characters and 
their challenges, goals, and priorities. 
So it went with their African-American, 
Hispanic, and LGBTQ counterparts. 

Sadly, 2019 saw the demise of two 
acclaimed Boston companies: Zeitgeist 
Stage Company and Israeli Stage. 
Attention should be paid to their very 
versatile respective artistic directors, 
David J. Miller (also an imaginative sce-
nic designer) and Guy Ben-Aharon.  

On the positive side, Needham-based 
Arlekin Players Theatre – which regularly 
boasts a significant percentage of Jewish 
cast members and tech workers as well as 
sharp artistic director Igor Golyak – con-
tinues to stage Jewish as well as classic 
material. At the same time, the beloved 
revived Emerson Colonial Theatre con-
tinues to expand its lineup. 

The following is this critic’s best of 
2019 list of Greater Boston theater.

Large Stage 

“Birdy” (Commonwealth Shakespeare 
Company) – Friendship, caring, and deep 
love flew very high in this wonderfully 
intense staging. Will Taylor was extraordi-
nary as the adult Birdy.

“Cabaret” (Ogunquit Playhouse) – 
This fresh revival brought welcome riffs 
to Kander and Ebb’s landmark look at 
anti-Semitism and hate in pre-Holocaust 
Germany. John Rubinstein proved espe-
cially heart-wrenching as Jewish fruit 
seller Herr Schultz.

“Cymbeline” (Commonwealth Shakes-
peare Company) – Troupe regular Fred 
Sullivan Jr. directed this rarely staged but 
intriguing play with great flair.

“Indecent” (Huntington Theatre 
Company and Center Theatre Group) 
– Rebecca Taichman reprised her Tony-
winning direction of Paula Vogel’s play-
within-a-play, probing intrepid Yiddish 
writer Sholem Asch’s daring – especially 
about lesbian love — in his drama, “God 
of Vengeance.’’ 

“Moby Dick” (American Repertory 
Theater) – Dave Molloy has made his 
world premiere musical as ambitious, 
wide-ranging, and evocative in its own 
way as Melville’s truly great American 
novel.

“Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are 
Dead” (Huntington Theatre Company)  – 
Company artistic director Peter DuBois 
smartly developed the relationship of the 
two title characters – deep friendship and 
even love – in this savvy revival.

“Sunset Boulevard” (North Shore 
Music Theatre) – The Beverly theater 
made an artistic coup landing Alice 
Ripley (a well-deserved Tony for “Next 
to Normal’’) as Norma Desmond. At 
the same time, the big standouts here 
were Nicholas Rodriguez as ill-fated Joe 
Gillis and William Michals as Max von 
Mayerling.

“The Wickhams: Christmas at 

Pemberley” (Merrimack Repertory 
Theatre) – The Lowell theater strong-
ly followed up its previous “Pride and 
Prejudice’’ adaptation, “Miss Bennet.’’

“The Waverly Gallery” (Shakespeare 
& Company) – Annette Miller was haunt-
ingly strong as an aging Jewish matriarch 
struggling with dementia.

“We Live in Cairo” (American 
Repertory Theater) – Brothers Daniel and 
Patrick Lazour’s world premiere musical 
combines solid feeling and rich visuals 
– particularly David Bengali’s projection 
and video design – in its exploration of 
the 2011 student protests in Egypt and 
their aftermath.

Small and Midsize Stages

“Becoming Dr. Ruth” (New Repertory 
Theatre) – Anne O’Sullivan sharply por-
trayed the now-91 Jewish Renaissance 
woman – strong-willed matriarch, psy-
chologist, and sex maven, Nazi escapee 
– in Mark St. Germain’s vivid one-person 
play.  

“Caroline, or Change” (Moonbox 
Productions) – Director Allison Olivia 
Choat brought new clarity to this 
thoughtful Tony Kushner-Jeanine Tesori 

musical about an undaunted African-
American heroine and her both warm 
and complicated relationship with the 
Jewish family for whom she works.

“Parade” (Moonbox Productions) – 
In an age of spiking anti-Semitism, the 
Jason Robert Brown musical resonated 
more than ever in this powerfully dis-
turbing revival – arguably the best Hub 
show of the year – with Phil Tayler viscer-
ally touching as scapegoated Jewish fac-
tory manager Leo Frank.

“Photo 51” (Nora Theatre) – Scientific 
exploration and biophysicist Rosalind 
Franklin’s struggle against male exploita-
tion of her achievements clicked beauti-
fully in this soaring revival. 

“The Little Foxes” (Lyric Stage 
Company of Boston) – Returning guest 
director Scott Edmiston tautly captured 
the volatile family dynamics of this 
Lillian Hellman classic.

“Ragtime” (Wheelock Family Theatre) 
– Library and liberty harmonized in a 
cleverly designed edition of this E.L. 
Doctorow masterwork-based musical.

“The Return” (Israeli Stage) – In the 
last and certainly not the least effort 
in a near decade of provocative stag-
ings, founding artistic director and 
adaptor extraordinaire Guy Ben Aharon 
once again embraced controversy in a 
strikingly designed Israeli-Palestinian 
encounter.

“The Smuggler” (Boston Playwrights’ 
Theatre) – A new Ronan Noone play is 
always a special occasion, particularly 
as here with a tour de force one-person 
performance by gifted Billy Meleady.

“The Stone, The Seagull” (Arlekin 
Players Theatre) – This group has estab-
lished itself as not only a showplace for 
Russian stage gems, but also a singular 
venue for envelope-pushing fare. The 
company demonstrated these strengths 
in these stellar productions.

The best and brightest on local stages in 2019

New Repertory Theatre’s “Becoming Dr. 
Ruth” explored the life of the iconic Dr. 
Ruth Westheimer, a sex therapist, Holocaust 
survivor, and one-time Israeli spy.

Mob mentality and anti-Semitism rule the 
day in Moonbox Productions’ “Parade,” 
a musical about the falsely accused Leo 
Frank.

Still, because of its emer-
gence as a leading donor nation, 
Japan can simultaneously help 
needy Palestinians and bolster 
chances for Israel-Palestinian 
peace, by ending its hear-no-
evil, see-no evil checkbook 
diplomacy. Tokyo should link its 
monetary support to the type 
of changes articulated by peace 
activist and longtime monitor of 
UNRWA, David Bedein:

1. Cancel the new UNRWA 
War curriculum

The new curriculum, taken 
by UNRWA from the Palestine 
Liberation Organization and its 
PA Ministry of Education, incor-
porates principles of jihad, mar-
tyrdom and “right of return” by 

force of arms, in UN schools 
that are supposed to promote 
the UNRWA slogan of “Peace 
Starts Here.” The path to peace 
begins in the classroom, but not 
in schools where Palestinian 
children are taught that they 
must fight Israel to control all 
the land from the Jordan River 
to the sea. New PA/UNRWA 
texts declare that all Jews cur-
rently living in the State of Israel 
must be exterminated.

2. Cease paramilitary train-
ing in all UNRWA schools

UNRWA should demonstrate 
a commitment to UN principles 
for “peace education”; training of 
child soldiers is in flagrant viola-
tion of UN principles and inter-

national law. Film documenta-
tion of such training is posted 
on IsraelBehindTheNews.com.

3. Demand fiscal transpar-
ency

All donor funds that flow to 
UNRWA must be audited. Since 
the UN itself does not provide 
direct funds, with monies flow-
ing from 67 donor nations, 
there is no evidence of a seri-
ous audit that would expose 
wasted resources, duplication 
of services and undesired flow 
of cash to Gaza-based terrorist 
groups, which gained control 
over UNRWA operations in Gaza 
over the past 18 years.

4. Introduce UNHCR (United 
Nations High Commissioner 

for Refugees) standards to 
UNRWA

This would finally advance 
the resettlement of Arab refu-
gees in decent, permanent con-
ditions after 70 years of stagna-
tion. Current UNRWA policy is 
that resettlement would inter-
fere with the “right of return” to 
Arab villages that existed before 
1948. According to UNRWA, 
refugee status is inherited, 
and Palestinian refugees now 
number about five million. The 
UNRWA website now says seven 
million. UNHCR, the one refu-
gee agency dealing with mil-
lions of refugees in the world 
except for Palestinian Arabs, 
does not promote inherited sta-

tus so all that other refugees in 
the world are resettled with rela-
tive efficiency.

Japan is not the cause of 
Middle East violence, and ter-
rorism. But in 2020, it is unique-
ly positioned to help bring 
about positive change for the 
Palestinian people and enhance 
chances for true peace with 
their Israeli neighbors by help-
ing to ensure desperately need-
ed changes at UNRWA.

Rabbi Abraham Cooper is 
associate dean and director 
of the Global Social Action of 
Simon Wiesenthal Center. 

Japan can advance peace by demanding changes at UNRWA
from page 8

Naama Issachar, 26, 
was sentenced to sev-
en-and-a-half years in 
a Russian prison after 
9.5 grams of cannabis 
were found in her lug-
gage during a stopover 
in Moscow in 2019.

Russian Deputy 
Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Ivanov said on 
Tuesday that a prisoner 
exchange deal for an 
Israeli-American woman being held in Russia on 
drug charges is not being considered.

“As far as I know, an exchange option is not 
being looked at,” he told Russia’s Tass news agency.

 The 26-year-old was arrested by Russian 
authorities after 10 grams of cannabis were found 
in her luggage during a layover in Moscow in April. 
She was sentenced to seven and a half years for 
drug trafficking.

It is widely believed the heavy sentence may 
have been designed to pressure Israel into not 

extraditing a Russian 
cyber-criminal to the 
United States.

Ivanov’s comments 
come days after Israel 
released two Syrian 
prisoners in what ana-
lysts say was a good-
will gesture to Russian 
President Vladimir 
Putin.

On Sunday, Issachar 
received a letter from 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who 
promised to do everything in his power to secure 
her release. “Our people have always been char-
acterized by a heritage of mutual guarantee – we 
do not abandon anyone to his fate, and so it is 
in your case. The State of Israel and I are making 
constant efforts for your release,” he wrote.

The letter was sent just a week before President 
Putin is slated to travel to Israel, with many hop-
ing for a diplomatic breakthrough during the 
visit.

Russia: No deal for release of jailed Israeli-American 

Prior to playing 
the Atlanta Hawks 
on Sunday night at 
Barclays Center in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., the 
home team Brooklyn 
Nets warmed up in 
shirts that read “No 
Place for Hate,” 
featuring the Anti-
Defamation League’s 
logo.

The motto is the 
ADL’s education pro-
gram for fighting 
hatred, bullying and bias in public schools.

The initiative came in the aftermath of recent anti-Semitic 
attacks in New Jersey and New York.

“Tonight, we’re warming up in #NoPlaceForHate shirts in col-
laboration with the @ADL to show that #WeGoHard against hate,” 
tweeted the Brooklyn Nets, adding a link where people can learn 
more about the ADL program.

Brooklyn Nets warm up in shirts  
featuring ADL logo ‘No Place for Hate’

Photo: Brooklyn Nets/Twitter
Brooklyn Nets forward Theo Pinson  at the 
Barclays Center in Brooklyn wearing a “No 
Place for Hate” T-shirt. 

Naama Issachar was sentenced to spend seven-
and-a-half years in a Russian prison.
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