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Amid the COVID-19 health 
crisis, many Jewish nonprofits in 
Greater Boston have resorted to 
layoffs, furloughs and pay cuts 
to remain fiscally solvent.

Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies, New England’s 
largest Jewish charity, 
announced last month that it 
planned to cut 30 positions – 
or about 15 percent of its staff 
– in July. CJP spokesman Dan 
Seligson said the organization’s 
Marketing, Development, and 
Strategy and Impact depart-
ments would be most impacted 
by the layoffs. 

“Though the timing was 
accelerated due to the global 
pandemic, many of the posi-
tions eliminated are part of an 
organizational redesign and a 
longer-term strategy to ensure 
that we are best aligned to deliv-
er the critical support needed by 
our community,” said Seligson. 

In addition, CJP has also 
implemented pay cuts at the 
institution – which employs 147 
people. The cuts have occurred 
at different levels of the orga-
nization, and also impact CJP’s 
executive leaders. CJP did not 
disclose the total amount of 
money it will save through the 
layoffs and payroll reductions.  

CJP’s upcoming fiscal year 
budget will be $62 million – or 
six percent less than this year’s 

$66 million. The charity also 
raised about $49.5 million in 
the past year, compared to $54.8 
million the previous year.  

The Jewish Community 
Relations Council of Greater 
Boston also had to resort to lay-
offs, cutting five employees last 
month to bring its staff to 12. 
The two most senior employ-
ees, Executive Director Jeremy 
Burton and Deputy Director 
Nahma Nadich, are taking vol-
untary pay reductions. 

“With heavy hearts, we have 
made the difficult decision to 
suspend all of our Jewish teen 
and young adult engagement 
programs, specifically: TELEM, 
ReachOut!, and our efforts con-
necting Jewish young adults to 
Israeli and Palestinian peace-

To balance budgets, 
Jewish nonprofits turn  
to layoffs and pay cuts 
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Two weeks ago, Elias 
Rosenfeld’s life took an unex-
pected turn for the better. 
Rosenfeld, a Venezuelan-born 
Jewish Brandeis University stu-
dent, is among some 700,000 
undocumented immigrants 
who arrived in the U.S. as chil-
dren who will benefit from the 
recent U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion that, at least for now, halted 
President Donald Trump’s abil-
ity to deport them. 

In its June 18 ruling, the 

court found that in 2017, the 
Department of Homeland 
Security was “arbitrary and 
capricious” when it rescind-
ed the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program. 
Known as DACA, the executive 
order signed by former President 
Barack Obama in 2012 granted 
temporary protection for young 
immigrants who were then able 
to obtain driver’s licenses, work 
legally and apply for college 
loans. 

But the decision addressed 
the administration’s procedural 
failings and within a day, the 

president tweeted his intention 
to once again revoke DACA, this 
time in a way that will pass legal 
standards. 

“It’s a big sense of relief,” 
Rosenfeld said in a phone con-
versation about the Supreme 
Court decision. “But at the 
same time, we saw the aggres-
sive response by Trump and the 
administration, signaling the 
victory is short term,” he said.

“We have to ensure that 
Congress passes permanent 
protection.” 

In Massachusetts, 19,000 

Brandeis student fights on  
as next DACA court battle looms

Elias Rosenfeld addressing House Democratic leadership in Washington, DC. 
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When the snowbirds leave the North 
Shore in late October for sunny Florida 
and Arizona, they generally expect to be 
back by May. However, the midseason 
pandemic has complicated their migra-
tions home. They’re now forced to make 
difficult decisions about whether to wait 
it out or risk the flight home, especially as 
cases rise in southern and western states.

“We don’t want to fly, nor do we want 
to stay in a hotel if we were to drive,” 
said Judy Remis, a Swampscott native 
currently staying in Boca Raton, Florida. 
Remis typically spends most of her time 
there playing rounds of golf, volunteering 
in the area, attending classes at Florida 
Atlantic University and meeting up with 
friends she and her husband, Shep, have 
met there. 

This year has been different. The 
Remises have stayed put in their Florida 
home since March, when the pandemic 
touched down in the U.S., getting grocer-
ies delivered and forgoing hangouts with 
friends unless they’re six feet apart out-
doors. They have never stayed in Florida 
this late in the year before, and the rainy 
season – with torrential downpours, 
thunder and lightning – is in full swing. 
Still, they don’t want to go home yet. “Our 

kids are encouraging us not to go home. 
And our doctor said that, you know, he 
thinks we should stay here, just because 
of being older and being concerned,” 
Judy Remis said. “So for the time being, 
we’re here.”

Although they feel “very safe” at their 
condo in Florida and have no immedi-
ate plans to leave, they miss their family 
and friends back home. To keep in touch, 
they message and video call their three 
children and five grandchildren regularly. 

They also keep regular appointments for 
virtual hangouts and card games with 
their North Shore friends. 

Arthur Epstein and his wife, Bryna 
Litchman, live in the same Boca Raton 
complex as the Remises, and recently 
returned to their home in Brookline. In 
Florida, Epstein spent time taking walks 
and reading with Litchman. He stayed 
away from the beaches, restaurants 
and bars in the state, which he thought 
opening was a “big mistake,” especially 
as cases rose there. However, he didn’t 
feel nervous as the numbers ticked up. 
“We weren’t stressed being there at all, 
we followed the rules. We didn’t go out 
with anybody, we didn’t see anybody, we 
hibernated,” he said.

Eventually, though, the heat in Florida 
became overwhelming. Epstein said 
Litchman was having trouble breathing 
in the humid air, so they flew home on 
June 18, after staying more than a month 
longer than normal. Although he said his 
children wanted them to take a private 
plane home out of an abundance of cau-
tion, they flew JetBlue instead, choos-
ing to save that money for donations. 
“That’s what I’ve done my whole life. 
[Epstein Hillel School] is named after 
me, and there’s a new building at North 
Shore Medical Center called the Epstein 

When COVID-19 interrupts the flight of the snowbirds

Gary Glenner and Carolyn Perlow have been in Arizona since October.
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What is its message? 
How do we respond?

The blasts of the 
shofar call to us.

Bring the 
sounds of the 
shofar home. 

29 Congress Street • Salem, MA 01970 • 978.740.4431 • lappinfoundation.org

Receive a FREE real shofar  
from Lappin Foundation,  
one per family limit.
Children receive a toy shofar 
while supply lasts.

It is customary to sound the  
shofar every day for a month 
leading up to Rosh Hashanah, 
the Jewish New Year. Learn how 
to make this custom a meaningful 
Jewish experience for your family.

LAPPIN FOUNDATION
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

The Shofar Calls is for Jewish and  
interfaith families in Lappin Foundation’s 
service area.

Details about the shofar pick-up  
locations and links to the online  
educational component and to the  
shofar blowing instructions will be  
sent to you after you register.

Contact RachelEllis@LappinFoundation.org 
for more information.
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SALEM – The Lappin Foundation, 
which holds two Guinness World Records 
for largest shofar ensemble, is giving away 
free shofars to individuals and Jewish and 
interfaith families in preparation for the 
Jewish High Holidays. Along with the 
free shofar, the foundation is providing a 
PowerPoint to learn about the shofar and 
how to sound it. The program is called 
“The Shofar Calls.” 

The idea is for people to sound the 
shofar daily during the Hebrew month 
of Elul leading up to Rosh Hashanah. 
This traditional practice prepares people 
spiritually for the High Holidays by listen-
ing to the call of the shofar. 

Individuals can obtain a shofar by 
signing up on the Lappin Foundation’s 
website under the “Upcoming Programs” 
tab which holds the link for “The Shofar 
Calls.”

Debbie Coltin, the executive director 
of the Lappin Foundation, expressed the 
importance of maintaining Jewish tradi-
tions despite not being able to hold large 
gatherings. “We thought this would be 
a wonderful opportunity for people to 
bring Judaism home,” she said. 

Coltin said individuals and Jewish and 
interfaith families in the 30 North Shore 
cities and towns in the foundation’s ser-
vice area are eligible to receive one free 
shofar. Families with children will also 
receive small plastic shofars.

 Coltin said she hopes that those who 
learn how to sound the shofar will try to 
go to places where Jewish people cannot 
hear the shofar, such as some nursing 
homes or the homes of elderly neighbors. 

“This is really an intergenerational, 

community, Jewish engagement experi-
ence,” said Coltin. 

Diane Elefson of West Peabody, a 
retired administrator for the nonprofit 
Action Inc., took part in the original Great 
Shofar Blowout in 2006. She is happy that 
younger people will learn more about the 
importance of the shofar. “People have 
gotten away from what it meant in bibli-
cal times,” Elefson said. 

“I think it’s important to remember 
that this is part of our history and part of 
our culture,” she said. 

Pamela Milman Stein of Peabody, an 

education law attorney, said the shofar 
program is a great opportunity for her 
children, who are in middle school, to 
get more involved with their faith. The 
program is a natural fit for Milman Stein 
and her family: She blows the shofar for 
her shul, Congregation Sons of Israel in 
Peabody.

While the Lappin Foundation is based 
on the North Shore, the shofar program 
has made its way down to Orlando, 
Florida, courtesy of Ed Bromberg, who 
used to live in Peabody. Bromberg was 
a shofar blower at his congregation in 

Peabody, and when he moved to Orlando 
in 2004 he had planned – at some point – 
to continue the shofar program.

When the COVID-19 pandemic struck, 
his idea came to fruition. “There were 
a few things that were clear,” Bromberg 
said in regard to the Jewish high holidays. 
“The extreme would be that we won’t be 
able to have any services together, and 
there was no way it would ever be similar 
to prior years.”

With the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention warning that large in-
person gatherings where social distanc-
ing is not possible present the “highest 
risk” during the pandemic, Bromberg 
wanted to make sure that Jewish peo-
ple in his community could really hear 
the sound of the shofar, and not over 
Zoom. Through his ties with the North 
Shore community, Bromberg received 
an email about the Lappin Foundation’s 
shofar program and contacted Coltin. 
She offered about 200 shofars, estab-
lishing the program in Orlando, which 
is funded by the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orlando. The program has been 
well received by the community. 

Like the Lappin Foundation, The 
Jewish Federation of Greater Orlando will 
be giving out free shofars to participants 
in their community, along with educa-
tional resources on the history of the 
shofar and lessons on how to blow it. 

Coltin expressed her gratitude for the 
program and its reception. “I think we’ve 
all been through a lot these past few 
months and if you listen to the sounds 
of the shofar, the message of the shofar, 
which is all about paying attention and 
fixing what’s broken, I think it’s a won-
derful experience for our community to 
have,” she said. 

Lappin Foundation to give shofars in preparation  
for Jewish High Holidays

Photo: Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
In 2006, Jews gathered at Phillips Beach in Swampscott and set a Guinness World 
Record for largest shofar ensemble. 
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IPSWICH – It was an innocent 
evening out. Bill Wasserman, 
a local media legend, went to 
a forum in his hometown of 
Ipswich last August organized by 
Helen Weatherall, who wanted 
to address “the demise of local 
news,” said Wasserman. He 
gravitated toward John Muldoon 
who said he was interested in 
reintroducing a print newspaper 
into Ipswich. 

The pair later met over coffee. 
Wasserman, who is 92, has 

newsprint in his veins. He pur-
chased his first newspaper, the 
Amesbury Daily News, in 1958 
and began a string of acquisi-
tions until he had 10 weeklies 
under the banner of North Shore 
Weeklies – plus two specialty 
monthlies. 

In 1986, after a 28-year run 
marked by technological inno-
vations, scores of press awards, 
a well-trained army of 250 
employees, a paid and free cir-
culation of 180,000 second 
only to the Boston Globe, and 
a reputation as a “local hero,” 
Wasserman sold the business 
to Fidelity Investments and 
“retired.” 

Before and after retirement, 
Wasserman worked for vari-
ous Democratic politicians, 
including former U.S. Rep. 
Michael Harrington and for-
mer Gov. Michael Dukakis. 
He also teamed up with then-
Globe editor Thomas Winship, 
who founded the Center for 
Foreign Journalists. He traveled 
to Europe, Asia and Africa to 
educate journalists about the 
American concept of news. 

A Harvard College and Boston 
University graduate, Wasserman 
has worked in every aspect of the 
newspaper industry. He’s also 
had miscellaneous jobs, work-
ing as a cowboy, a farmhand and 
a coal miner in France. From 
1945 to 1947 he served in the 
U.S. Army Air Corps, seeing duty 
in Germany.

Married to Mary Dick 
Wasserman, the couple joined 
a Havurah when their daughter, 
Rebecca, was born to give her 
an understanding of her Jewish 
heritage. For 30 years, the cou-
ple has continued its member-
ship in the “free thinking, pro-
gressive, feminist Havurah” held 
in people’s homes. Wasserman’s 
other children are Maria Ruiz 
of Wyoming and Ellen Miller 
(married to Jonathan Miller) of 
Amesbury. The couple and their 
children enjoy Jewish holidays 
together all year. 

“I didn’t grow up in a fam-
ily that paid attention to being 
Jewish,” said Wasserman 
who was raised outside of 
Philadelphia adding that his 
paternal grandfather was chari-
table in Jewish circles.

Last August, Wasserman sat 
across from Muldoon, who emi-
grated from Ireland in 1988. 
Muldoon had previously worked 
in the information technology 
industry, which he eventual-
ly left to follow his passion of 
working in journalism. 

The two newsmen were 
unhappy at what had become 
of their hometown paper, the 
Ipswich Chronicle. The local 
weekly was founded in the late 
1800s. Wasserman added it to 
his chain of weeklies in 1960, 
and eventually the Ipswich 

paper become one of two jewels 
in the crown of his North Shore 
Weeklies. (The other standout 
was the Marblehead Reporter.)

After Wasserman sold the 
chain to Fidelity, he watched as 
one corporation after another 
purchased it and grew its hold-
ings until finally, current owner 
GateHouse Media melded the 
Ipswich Chronicle, the Tri-Town 
Transcript and the Hamilton-
Wenham Chronicle into one 
newspaper leaving one reporter 
for six communities. To say that 
has rankled Wasserman and 
Muldoon, is an understatement.  

Wasserman and Muldoon 
care deeply about getting com-
prehensive coverage of their 
town and believe a print news-
paper, along with an online 
presence, is the way to go. They 
named their paper, aptly, the 
Ipswich Local News. 

Wasserman and Muldoon 
began to go over the numbers 
and asked themselves if they 
could successfully launch a local 
Ipswich newspaper. Finally, 
Wasserman offered to serve as 
publishing consultant and fund 
the operation. And then – some-
what predictably for an old-
school newsman and publisher 
– he decided to go out and sell 
ads. 

“He went into stores and 
restaurants and came back 
with contracts,” said Muldoon, 
expressing wonderment. “The 
first few weeks of him selling 
ads, we knew we were onto 
something. He came back one 
day and said, ‘We’re already in 
the black. This thing is going to 
go.’ Once we decided to do it as 
a nonprofit, we kicked off a fun-
draising drive – shortly after the 
pandemic started,” Muldoon 
laughed. “Good timing. But we 
have raised $57,000 in less than 
three months despite the pan-
demic.”

The Ipswich Local News is 
mailed free to every one of the 
town’s 6,587 households, plus 
a drop-off to stores in Ipswich 
and Rowley, for a circulation of 
6,800, said Wasserman, adding 
that he’s enjoying his newest 
endeavor. 

“Bill’s got the reputation and 
the deep history in the commu-
nity. There’s no one he doesn’t 
know,” said Muldoon who 

admits he’s having a lot of fun. 
Selma Williams, a Jewish 

Journal board member, worked 
for the North Shore Weeklies, 
and eventually served as edi-
tor-in-chief of the chain under 
Wasserman. 

“He cared about putting out 
great papers. He expected New 
York Times quality from us. Very 
early on, he used computers, in 
1980 or 1981. I think we were 
the first. 

“People loved their home-
town newspaper. Editors and 
reporters felt we were doing a 
service, and we had fun, too,” 
said Williams. “The Boston 

Globe might come out if some-
one got murdered, but they 
didn’t know the towns.”

Williams said the chain of 
North Shore Weeklies covered 
marriages, engagements, school 
lunches and births. 

“Bill made sure that obitu-
aries were handled carefully to 
reflect the deceased person’s life, 
since it was their last hurrah. I 
don’t think many people get to 
work in a place that’s like a fam-
ily,” she said.

“The idea that a guy at 92 
feels that his town needs a local 
paper and he’s going to do it, 

that’s remarkable. I think there 
are very few places where that’s 
happening. I’m so delighted. I 
think he’s a local hero. I’m one of 
many who are cheering him on,” 
said Williams. 

Even if you’re not ready to buy or sell a 
home right now, you might be curious about 

your possibilities. Your REALTOR® can answer any 
questions you may have about the ins and outs of 
real estate to help you make an informed decision.

Your REALTOR® can also talk with you about 
the local real estate market, how to find a good investment or how to get 
the best price for your home. You may have questions about contracts, 
inspections and financing or wonder how to determine a competitive 
asking price or how to prepare your home for sale. A Realtor’s job is very 
diverse, so we have a wealth of information to offer based on personal 
experience.

As a REALTOR®, I actively work with a trusted network of local 
lenders, attorneys, surveyors, contractors and tax advisors on a daily 
basis. If you have a question about real estate or need a recommendation 
for a local professional, give me a call and I’ll be happy to help.

Phyllis levin
on Real estate

got questions?

 www.phyllislevin.com phyllislevin@comcast.net (781) 367-8150
 website email cell

Phyllis Levin
CRS     GRI     CBR

exPerience is the difference.
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS

on all aspects of buying or selling real estate 
at 781-367-8150

Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS
on all aspects of buying or selling real estate

at 781-367-8150

JUST CALL AND I’LL DO THE REST
Feel free to call me on all aspects  

of buying or selling real estate  
at 781-367-8150.

JUST CALL AND I’LL DO THE REST

Notice a Change in Mom or Dad?
Cohen Florence Levine Estates and 

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan Estates Assisted Livings
can be exactly what you need.

We will give your loved one warmth, support, 
comfort and companionship. 

Call or email us today!

201 Captains Row                                                                                
Chelsea, MA 02150 

240 Lynnfield Street
 Peabody, MA 01960 

Email Kristen Donnelly at 
kdonnelly@chelseajewish.org

or call 617-887-0826

Email Marisa Iafrate at
miafrate@chelseajewish.org  

or call 978-854-1812 

www.chelseajewish.org
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Wasserman, an old-school newsman, returns to his roots

Bill Wasserman (center), who formerly owned North Shore Weeklies, 
recently helped start a new paper in Ipswich. 
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Make a 
tax-deductible 
donation at

jewishjournal.org



Shabbat
Circle

29 Congress Street • Salem, MA 01970 
978.740.4431 • lappinfoundation.org

LAPPIN FOUNDATION
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

Saturday, July 11 • 9 a.m.  
PJ Library Shabbat Circle • Families with young children  
are invited to celebrate Shabbat with stories, songs,  
and prayers. Hosted by Temple Ahavat Achim.

Wednesday, July 15 • 7:30 p.m.  
Unearthing the Bond between Blacks and Jews  
with Joshua Washington, Director of the Institute  
for Black Solidarity with Israel.

Tuesday, July 21 • 7:30 p.m.  
Love is in the Air! • Explore the small but powerful Jewish  
holiday of love, Tu B’Av, and discover the love that’s all around 
us. Facilitated by Ariela HaLevi, Director of Soul Centered.

Friday, July 24 • 5:30 p.m.   
PJ Library Welcomes Shabbat • Join us for stories,  
music, blessings and more with Rabbi Alison Adler  
of Temple B’nai Abraham.

To receive the Zoom links for any of these programs,  
register online at lappinfoundation.org or email  
sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org. 

Lappin Foundation invites the community 
to our FREE programs in July!

29 Congress Street • Salem, MA 01970 • 978.740.4431 • lappinfoundation.org
LAPPIN FOUNDATION
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

Sponsors:
Chabad of the North Shore - 
Swampscott, Lynn, Peabody, Everett
Congregation Ahavas Achim
Congregation Shirat Hayam
Congregation Sons of Israel
Congregation Tifereth Israel, Sephardic  
Jewish Community Center of the North Shore
Lappin Foundation
North Suburban Jewish Community Center
Shalom Hadassah
Temple B’nai Abraham
Temple Emanu-El
Temple Ner Tamid
Temple Sinai
Temple Tiferet Shalom

Bond
between  

the
Unearthing 

Blacks and Jews
Speaker:   

Joshua Washington,  
Director of the Institute for  

Black Solidarity with Israel (IBSI)

Wednesday, July 15  •  7:30 p.m.
REGISTER HERE

IBSI is an organization dedicated to education about the sacred 

bond between black Americans and Jews particularly during the  

civil rights era, but further back and even now. IBSI realizes that  

education is the key to a better pathway forward.

LAPPIN FOUNDATION
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

Love
the

is in
Air !

REGISTER HERE

Welcome Shabbat
Via Zoom

Lappin Foundation warmly welcomes  
everyone to our programs.

THE MONTH OF JULY
The Shofar Calls
It is customary to sound the shofar every 
day for a month leading up to Rosh 
Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. Learn 
how to make this custom a meaningful 
Jewish experience for your family.

Register for the program and receive  
a FREE real shofar from Lappin  
Foundation, one per family limit.  
Children receive a toy shofar while  
supply lasts. Links to shofar blowing 
instructions and to the lesson about the 
shofar will be sent after you register.

Register online or email  
RachelEllis@LappinFoundation.org.
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WINCHESTER – When 
Temple Beth El in Belmont 
reached out to Temple Shir 
Tikvah in Winchester more than 
a decade ago and asked if any-
one wanted to play softball, it 
was hard to predict that any-
thing would come of it. Eleven 
years, 40 teams and 900 play-
ers later, the Men’s Shul Softball 
League has emerged as a great 
bonding experience for many, 
and the team from Winchester 
embodies the camaraderie. 

With the cancellation of the 
league’s season, Shir Chutzpah, 
the team representing Shir 
Tikvah, a reform temple in 
Winchester, has found creative 
ways to stay in touch and main-
tain their camaraderie through 
the pandemic. 

Through virtual softball 
and team Zoom meetings, 
Steve Smith, a teacher from 
Winchester and the team’s man-
ager, has turned a difficult situ-
ation into a bright spot as the 
days become more and more 
mundane.  

Over the last few seasons 
Smith would email the box 
scores along with a humorous 
post-game report to his team-
mates, adding to the joy of play-
ing each Sunday and helping the 
guys stay in touch. 

This spring, when the season 
was supposed to begin, Smith 
proposed virtual softball to his 
teammates, citing a game he 
used to play with his baseball 

card collection. 
In addition to the T-shirts and 

hats that every softball team has, 
Smith has supplied his team-
mates with an assortment of gifts 
over the years. One of his first 
gifts was team yarmulkes, which 
have gained some popularity 
at the temple. “To see the Shir 
Chutzpah yarmulkes sprinkled 
throughout the crowd, which 
I can pick out, is pretty cool,” 
Smith said. One year Smith 
made custom softball cards for 
players with their statistics and 
a brief biography on the backs of 
the cards. “Our rabbis over these 
last 10 years have proudly worn 
uniforms, yarmulkes and other 

assorted paraphernalia that I’ve 
given to them from our team.” 

David Aptaker, originally 
from Abington, PA and now liv-
ing in Arlington, appreciates 
how Smith has maintained the 
fun of game and the team cama-
raderie during the pandemic. 
“Steve is a great organizer and 
a great team-builder,” Aptaker 
said. He remembers Smith gift-
ing the team ice packs one year. 

While the virtual games keep 
the players in touch, jokes and 
friendly mocking among the 
players continues. Aptaker, one 
of the self-proclaimed better 
hitters on the team, has gone 
hitless in each of the virtual 

games aside from “a slow-roll-
ing ground ball to the infield 
where all 10 fielders fell down 
at the same time,” which result-
ed in a double. 

Neil Fisher of Lexington, 
Shir Chutzpah’s third baseman, 
has known Smith since the two 
attended Swarthmore College. 
They reconnected at Temple 
Shir Tikvah and became close 
through playing together on 
the softball team. “Steve is an 
incredible manager and an 
incredible person,” Fisher said. 

The friendship they formed 
as teammates extends off 
the field and beyond softball 
season. According to Smith, 

Aptaker and Fisher, the team 
has formed a special bond – the 
teammates are there for each 
other, whether simply getting 
together to watch a game or 
lending a hand when a team-
mate is going through a per-
sonal struggle. 

“There is a lot of camarade-
rie that is real and encourag-
ing and spirit-lifting during this 
time where there is a lot of dif-
ficult things going on,” Fisher 
said. “This softball team has 
been a way to branch out and 
meet new members of the tem-
ple that you wouldn’t otherwise 
meet and form relationships.”

Aptaker spoke on his con-
nection to the temple and what 
it means to him. “There’s a lot 
of people there who have inter-
est in making the world a better 
place,” he said. “Good people 
there who care about bigger 
issues.”

Smith said that joining the 
temple has helped him with 
“reconnecting with a spiritual-
ism I lost track of in my early 
20s.” He also said that his chil-
dren were a big factor in decid-
ing to join the temple.

The goal for the team is to 
have fun, and the bond they 
have formed off the field is a 
personification of the Jewish 
brotherhood. “We enjoy each 
other’s successes. That’s really 
fun for us,” Smith said. “When 
David [Aptaker] hits a massive 
home run and when a less-
er-skilled player gets a hit or 
makes a good play, that’s as 
exciting to us as anything.”

Shir Chutzpah strikes out the pandemic blues

Steve Smith (front, kneeling), is the manager of Shir Chutzpah, Temple Shir Tikvah’s softball team. 



LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI

Catering
by Tevya

474 Lowell St., Peabody (978-535-6449) (FAX 978-535-6816)
Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Mass.
Visit our website: www.levineskoshermkt.com

VACATION TIME
WE WILL BE CLOSED 

SUNDAY, JULY 5  
THRU SUNDAY, JULY 12
We will reopen on Monday, July 13

Closed Sundays in July

LOOKING FOR ENGAGING 
ACTIVITIES FOR YOUR KIDS  
TO DO AT HOME THIS SUMMER?

SUMMER FUN IN A BOX
ONE WEEK SESSIONS: 
 July 13–17  July 20–24

$75 a week per activity includes a box of all supplies needed!

Yoga, Cooking, Science, Dramatic Play, Art, and Music 
for children entering Kindergarten through Grade 8. 
Participation either live via Zoom or through a recording 
for your children to do on their own time.  

Open to the community.

Go to epsteinhillel.org/summerfun for more information or 
contact mgreenberg@epsteinhillel.org.

MARBLEHEAD, MA | EPSTEINHILLEL.ORG | 781.639.2880

Caffé Italia would like to thank  
all our loyal customers for supporting us.

WE ARE NOW OPEN 
FOR INSIDE AND 
OUTSIDE DINING  

AND TAKEOUT.
Open Tuesday thru Sunday 4 P.M.-9 P.M. Closed Mondays

10 School Street, Marblehead
781-631-5700   |   caffeitaliarestaurant.com
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By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

What is your Jewish  
background? 

My family comes from a more conservative 
Jewish background. I grew up going to Cohen 
Hillel Academy – I think they changed their name 
to Epstein Hillel – and then went to high school at 
Marblehead High School, but also went to Prozdor, 
and I think that my parents tried to instill in me a 
strong Jewish education. Growing up we kept kosher 
in the house, and after high school went to Brandeis 
university, so I still continued my exposure to the 
Jewish community through college. Nowadays I feel 
a little bit less involved with the religious aspects, 
but I still have a lot of Jewish friends. We try to make 
it home to Marblehead for the High Holidays, Rosh 
Hashanah, and it’s nice going back and hanging out 
with the old friends I had in high school. Growing 
up we used to do the weekly Shabbat meals, and we 
used to have Havdalah services at my house. Those 
have fallen by the wayside for me, but definitely I 
would say that I still feel connected to some of the 
cultural components, less so the religious aspects, 
but I still enjoy going home.

How did you get into emergency 
medicine as a career?

From a young age, I knew I enjoyed science, and 
my favorite subject was biology. I took AP Bio in 
high school and enjoyed it. In college I took an EMT 
course and really enjoyed that and made a lot of 
great friends. Then I joined the Brandeis Emergency 
Medical Corps (BEMCo), a student-run organiza-
tion that provides services to the Brandeis campus, 
then became director of operations and clinical 
supervisor by senior year. Through experiences 
with BEMCo, I realized that I really enjoyed treating 
people. I also became a teaching assistant for the 
Human Physiology course at Brandeis in my senior 
year, which confirmed my interest in medicine. 

What’s your current role,  
and how has your job changed 
during COVID-19?

I’m starting as a third-year resident. I’m respon-
sible for seeing patients, evaluating them, taking 

their history, ordering lab tests, imaging, and 
whatever treatments I think they need. I discuss 
the case with the attending physician and we 
come up with a plan, and then it’s about following 
up. Now with the onset of COVID-19, I guess my 
role hasn’t really changed that much. We still see 
and treat anyone who comes to the emergency 
department for help. I think Baystate [Health] 
tries to protect us in the sense that before COVID, 
multiple doctors and clinical staff would often 
enter a room if a patient were very sick. Since 
COVID that’s been a lot riskier – just being in a 
room is riskier, so we’ve sort of adjusted the pro-
tocols to prevent unnecessary staff from being in 
rooms, using extra PPE, and potentially getting 
exposed.

What’s it like to treat COVID 
patients? 

When COVID-19 cases were first starting to 
ramp up in Massachusetts, I was not in the emer-
gency room. I was off service in the surgical ICU, 
a little more removed from the front lines of the 
Emergency Department. By the time they came 
to us, they had already been evaluated and most 
patients sick with COVID-19 would go to the medi-
cal ICU instead. But the first patient of my first 
shift back in the Emergency Department ended up 
being a patient who had a fever and cough, and 
sure enough, they were COVID positive. I was sort 
of removed from this a little bit, but then I was 
right back on the frontlines with everyone else. I 
personally never really felt like I was in a high-risk 
group as a younger person with no comorbidities, 
but young healthcare workers have gotten very 
sick, and that sits around in the back of your head. 
I can’t speak for everyone, but I think a lot of us 
are more worried about getting their family and 
friends sick than they are about themselves. My 
co-residents and other colleagues who have chil-
dren at home have told me that they come home 
from a long shift, and make sure they stop off in 
the garage to change and shower before they even 
greet their family, while some people have been 
sleeping in different beds. That’s been one of the 
areas of stress and fear – at least for me that’s been 
more of my concern: could I get somebody else 
sick? It’s pretty likely that I’ve been exposed, and 
considering that you have asymptomatic infec-
tions, it’s definitely a concern for a lot of us. 

Millennials The

Jon Gammel, 
28

Job: Emergency medicine resident, Baystate Medical 

Center

Hebrew name: Chaim

Hometown: Marblehead 

Currently living in: Springfield 

Alma maters: Marblehead High School ’09, 

Brandeis University ’13, University of Massachusetts 

Medical School ’18

Favorite food: Ice cream, pizza, a quality bagel

Favorite music: Whatever’s on the radio, Top 40

Favorite movies: “Lord of the Rings” 

Favorite TV shows: “30 Rock,” “Curb Your 

Enthusiasm”

Favorite books: Harry Potter series

Favorite travel destination: Singapore, 

anywhere warm

Somewhere you’d like to go next: 
Australia 

Favorite North Shore spot: Castle 

Rock or the Marblehead Lighthouse

Favorite Jewish holiday: Hanukkah



By Yoni Ben Menachem 

The Palestinian street in 
the West Bank is still reel-
ing from the corruption 

revealed by Yasser Jadallah, the 
former director of the Political 
Department in Palestinian 
Authority leader Mahmoud 
Abbas’s office. First was the 
Palestinian aid money stolen by 
senior P.A. officials, and now a 
new nepotism scandal is rock-
ing the P.A. leadership.

According to Fatah sources, 
P.A. Health Minister Dr. Mai al-
Kaila, who is close to Hussein al-
Sheikh, head of the P.A. General 
Authority of Civil Affairs and a 
close associate of Abbas, has 
in recent days appointed sev-
eral relatives of senior P.A. offi-
cials to senior positions in the 
Palestinian Health Ministry.

Wa’el al-Sheikh, the nephew 
of Minister Hussein al-Sheikh, 
was appointed deputy director-
general of the Health Ministry. 
Moatasem Mohsin, son of 
Fatah leadership member Jamal 
Mohsin, was appointed direc-
tor of the Health Department 
in Ramallah and Al-Bireh. Dr. 
Maha Awad, the sister of the 
previous health minister, Jawad 

Awad, was appointed director of 
the Women’s Health Unit.

The news of the appoint-
ments was leaked to social net-
works. The P.A. did not deny 
it, and the rage grew on the 
Palestinian street, especial-
ly since the P.A. has withheld 
salaries for tens of thousands 
of their own workers because 
of the coronavirus crisis. At the 
same time, the P.A. leadership 
is given generous benefits and 
large salaries.

A wave of denunciations 
and unrelenting criticism filled 

social networks in the P.A. on 
June 23.

Alaa Abu Diab, a satirist, 
posted on his Facebook account 
a call to the P.A. to establish 

a “Ministry for the Children of 
Senior P.A. Members” so that the 
P.A. could quickly appoint rela-
tives. “Give them salaries and 
jobs, just keep them away from 
the fields of health, education, 
agriculture and all government 
offices that can affect people’s 
lives, health, our future and 
future generations,” he wrote.

The public outrage forced the 
P.A. to respond quickly to these 
new appointments.

P.A. Prime Minister 
Mohammed Shtayyeh 
announced at his weekly gov-
ernment meeting on June 
22 that a new committee will 
review all appointments in gov-
ernment offices.

He said the senior appoint-
ments require the approval of 
Abbas and the Palestinian gov-
ernment, and claimed that all 

promotions in the government 
ministries were stopped about 
a year ago because of the P.A.’s 
financial distress.

The Palestinian street isn’t 
buying it, however, and does not 
believe anything will come out 
of this newly established review 
committee. Palestinians believe 
that the move was designed to 
act as a “tranquilizer” to con-
tain the widespread outrage and 
then to dissolve the issue.

The phenomenon of nepo-
tism is not new to the P.A.; it has 
existed since the P.A. was estab-
lished after the signing of the 
Oslo Accords. However, nepo-
tism has gained momentum in 
recent years during the reign of 
Abbas.

Palestinians explain that the 
P.A. chairman forgives nepotism 
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July 4, or Independence Day, has always been 
that moment which marks the long-awaited 
arrival of the gentle days of summer. On this 

national holiday, most Americans are afforded a 
day off. And this year, it couldn’t arrive a second 
too soon. 

These are the most uncertain days in America 
since World War II. The pandemic has upended so 
much of what many of us took for granted just a 
few short months ago.  Back then, few could even 
grasp that the key to one’s survival might be mini-
mizing in-person contact with nearly everyone – 
including your loved ones. Younger baby boomers 
who had heard stories from grandparents about 
pograms, abject poverty during the Depression, 
the murder of 6 million Jews in the Holocaust; the 
fight for Civil Rights, Women’s Rights and the pro-
tests to end the Vietnam War and nuclear prolif-
eration, had lived in their own Golden Era. These 
tumultuous times had led to improved civil liber-
ties and a new tolerance in parts of our country. 
But with these changes came the realization that 
most of these baby boomers 60 and under had 
been given much but had been asked to sacrifice 
little to maintain our democracy. 

And for Jews, it was a time of unprecedented 
acceptance in America. In their former countries 

in Europe, Jews were sent to the front lines to fight 
wars. But by the mid-1970s, the U.S. military had 
ended the draft, and that opened up new opportu-
nities at colleges and companies that were previ-
ously restricted or had imposed quotas. And with 
this, Jews were free to move where they wanted, 
enter once-restricted professions and intermarry. 

The pandemic – which seems like a physical 
manifestation of the strife and polarization that 
this country has played out daily over the last 3 
½ years – affords us an opportunity to be grate-
ful to our country’s founding fathers for creating 
a system of checks and balances that is called 
democracy. It is not a perfect system and many 
Americans have been left behind. Still, it is a pli-
able platform that when nourished, provides a 
freedom that evolves from generation to genera-
tion. 

No one knows when this pandemic will end. 
But on this Independence Day, let us pause and 
reflect on what we can do to strengthen our 
democracy and civil liberties. It could start on our 
front steps – simply smiling and saying hello to 
a neighbor or being unafraid to speak up when 
injustice occurs. On this day, let us renew our 
commitment to democracy. It is our firewall that 
prevents the darkness of oppression. 

A time to strengthen democracy

LETTERS

As an American Jew who has 
been witness to and the recipi-
ent of a significant amount anti-
Semitism for my entire life, I 
naturally have empathy toward 
the black community and feel 
the need to act and speak out 
on their behalf. Unfortunately, I 
am having a hard time finding a 
major black group or black lead-
ership that I can support as a 
Jew. I am also having a hard time 
understanding the Jewish sup-
port of BLM, the organization. 

How can I install a Black 
Lives Matter sign, knowing that 
the group, in its very charter, 
supports the BDS movement 
(they’ve recently taken down the 
public link, but it still exists in 
the footnotes)? What about the 
individuals they choose to speak 
on their behalf, like Tamika 
Mallory and Marc Lamont Hill? 
Both are noted anti-Semites, 
but both have been chosen to 
appear in the first two videos on 
the BLM website, What Matters 
section. Caroline Glick recently 
published an article document-
ing BLM acts of anti-Semitism 

and their connection to the 
Nation of Islam (run by Louis 
Farrakhan). For some factual 
details, visit this link: https://
carolineglick.com/the-silent-
american-jews/.

Can I reach out the Con-
gressional Black Congress, when 
so many of them not only refuse 
to condemn Louis Farrakhan, 
but endorse him, and there-
fore his views? Their connected 
history is long and continuing: 
https://www.frontpagemag.
com/fpm/2019/03/omar-and-
congressional-black-caucus-
anti-semitism-daniel-green-
field/

Maybe I can look to other 
national black leaders that are 
frequent guests on mainstream 
media, like Al Sharpton or Jesse 
Jackson, both unrepentant Jew-
haters and baiters?

Unfortunately, I do not know 
of anyone who has stepped up 
to fill the very large vacuum 
left by the death of Dr. King. It 
is truly unfortunate that “let’s 
blame the Jews” is the new man-
tra of the black empowerment 

movement.
National black leadership 

should not get a pass for their 
own racism. Instead, American 
Jewry should search out local 
leaders and develop associa-
tions with black community 
leaders who resolve to fight ALL 
racism. Naturally, we should 
also continue to support those 
organizations that help those 
less fortunate regardless of 
color, race, religion or sexual 
orientation. Maybe by working 
locally, we can at least educate 
those within our sphere of influ-
ence so that someday all people 
will be treated with dignity and 
respect.

David Rosenberg
Marblehead

Reader cannot support Black Lives Matter

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR  
must be signed and include your 
name, address, and telephone 

number for verification purposes. 
Submissions are subject to editing 
for accuracy. Email submissions  
to: editor@jewishjournal.org,  

subject “Letters.”

Photo: Flash90
Palestinian Authority leader Mahmoud Abbas meets with the execu-
tive committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization.

Nepotism and corruption are eroding public support for the PA

continued on page 9
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By Mae-Lou Zaleski
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

“White Privilege” – it’s probably 
something you’ve heard a 
lot about in the past few 

weeks. Let’s ask ourselves: What is white 
privilege? We all tend to have different 
opinions on what white privilege is and 
whether it exists or not, but Wikipedia 
defines white privilege as: “The societal 
privilege that benefits white people over 
non-white people in some societies, par-
ticularly if they are otherwise under the 
same social, political, or economic circum-
stances.” Often, the term “white privilege” 
creates discomfort for many white people 
who are not used to being described or 
defined by the color of their skin.

You may be asking yourself, “I’m 
Jewish, how could I possibly benefit from 
white privilege?” The Jewish people have 
consistently been seen as “other” in terms 
of whiteness and race. Historically speak-
ing, Jewish people have not been con-
sidered white. More recently, President 
Trump’s 2019 Title VI order claims that 
Jews would be defined as their own 
nationality or race, due to the fact that 
this part of the Civil Rights Act does not 
protect religious groups. But being white 
and Jewish is a much more complex topic 
than one may see on a surface level.

The most important thing to acknowl-
edge is that white privilege only benefits 
people with white skin. Let’s get one thing 
straight: being a white person in today’s 
society is much easier than being a per-
son of color, regardless of ethnicity or 
religion. People of color who are “white 
passing” also benefit from white privi-
lege. White passing is when one’s skin 
tone is light enough for them to pass as a 
white person, even if they are mixed race 
or simply a person of color with light skin.

Although the Jewish people have often 
not been considered white, the fact of 
the matter is that Jewish folk with white 
skin, are in fact white, and therefore ben-
efit from white privilege. There are stark 
differences between anti-Semitism and 

racism. The Anne Frank House simplifies 
the main difference between racism and 
anti-Semitism: “Conclusion: Jews are not 
a race … even so, some people still believe 
in the concept. If it is the basis for their 
hatred of Jews, it is undoubtedly racist.”

Those who argue that Jews are consid-
ered their own race and hate them based 
on this ideology are racist. However, it is 
important to understand that Jews are not 
their own race. Being genetically Jewish 
stems from thousands of years ago, when 
Jewish communities were forced to be 
segregated from other religions. Many 
Jews lived in small villages and towns, and 
rarely mingled with non-Jewish popula-
tions. Additionally, the Jewish people have 
had a tendency to marry within their reli-
gion and communities, especially when 
Jewish segregation was being enforced. 

Jewish people are not their own race, 
but genetically Jewish people are their 
own ethnicity, which is defined as: “the 
fact or state of belonging to a social group 
that has a common national or cultural 
tradition.” Sharing the same ethnicity 
includes having a common ancestry or 
language, history, society, or social treat-
ment. Those who hate Jewish people 
based on their ethnicity suffer from eth-
nic-hatred, which is different from racism 
because it is not solely focused on the 
color of one’s skin.

Arguing that Jewish people are their 
own race is harmful and dangerous in 
many ways. Jews of color are specifically 
harmed, especially those who have no 
genetic connection to the Jewish ethnic-
ity. I am a transracial adoptee – my moth-
er is an Ashkenazi Jew and adopted me 
from Hunan, China in 2001. Although I 
was brought up Jewish, attended Hebrew 
school, celebrated a bat mitzvah, volun-
teered at my temple, traveled to Israel 
through Jewish programs, and continue 
to write for a Jewish newspaper, I will 
spend my entire life fighting against peo-
ple within and outside the Jewish com-
munity who cannot accept the fact I am 
Jewish. 

I am well aware of the fact when peo-

ple within a Jewish setting notice me, 
they are taken aback by my presence. 
Even I, a Chinese Jew, am guilty of this 
internalized racism and bias. When I see 
other Jews of color at Jewish events, I take 
note of their race immediately and recog-
nize them as being somehow different. 
However, I am not white, I do not look 
ethnically Jewish, and I have no genetic 
or ethnic ties to Judaism. My family may 
have these qualities, but I do not. This 
does not make me any less Jewish than 
those who are ethnically Jewish.

I recall the times I have been asked 
by people within the Jewish community, 
including a rabbi, how I could possibly 
be Jewish. It is extremely ignorant to 
assume anyone’s religion, no matter what 
their skin tone is or how that may look. 
Nowadays, interracial and interreligious 
marriage is more widely accepted, and 
many families choose to adopt specifical-
ly from countries of other races. We must 
educate ourselves by acknowledging our 
own prejudices and biases.

I have spent nights crying, and beg-
ging God to answer why my skin color 
never matched the beautiful women on 
the TV and in magazines. I spent sum-
mers avoiding the sun, so I did not look 
“too dark,” fully believing the idea that 
my golden skin was hideous because it 
was darker than my white friends. I can-

not take off my skin. I cannot repaint my 
skin or change my facial features to fit 
the Jewish stereotype of being white with 
dark, curly hair and eyes. My skin color 
is not a tallit or yarmulke I can take off 
when the service is over. My skin color is 
not a surname that I can go to the court 
and change when I please. My skin color 
is not an accent that can be changed with 
speech therapy. My skin color is not a 
part of my identity I can ignore and leave 
behind me. I am much more than my 
skin color, but when others look at me, 
that is what they first see, and sometimes 
it is all they see.

White privilege has nothing to do with 
religion, ethnicity, or economic status. 
White privilege comes down to one thing 
and one thing only: skin color. White 
Jews will continue to face bigotry and 
discrimination due to anti-Semitism and 
ignorance, but they will not experience 
racism due to the color of their skin. I 
struggle to come to terms with how rac-
ism and anti-Semitism both impact me, 
especially when Jewish people are racist 
toward me and people of color are anti-
Semitic. Although the Jewish people have 
been at a disadvantage within society due 
to religion, we must acknowledge it is not 
because of skin color or race. To deny 
your privilege as a white person, whether 
you are Jewish or not, is an ignorant and 
privileged mindset.

The Talmud tells us that all humans 
descend from one common ancestor, so 
no person can say that they are superior 
to another, whether they differ in gender, 
race or religion. We must continue to 
preach and follow the Torah, which tells 
us that we must accept all people with-
out prejudice or bias: “You shall not hate 
your kinsfolk in your heart. Reprove your 
kinsman, but incur no guilt because of 
him. You shall not take vengeance or bear 
a grudge against your countrymen. Love 
your fellow as yourself: I am the Eternal” 
(Leviticus 19: 17-18).

Mae-Lou Zaleski, of Danvers, attends 
UMass-Amherst. 

By Rabbi Neal Gold

The ongoing COVID-19 crisis cer-
tainly impacts every one of us, and 
our Jewish community is being 

transformed in ways we have barely 
begun to understand. But I’d like to make 
one observation about this extraordinary 
moment: Our rabbis are exhausted.

As president of the Massachusetts 
Board of Rabbis, I talk to many rabbis 
in all different sorts of professional posi-
tions and from all the movements of 
Judaism. And I’m concerned by what I 
hear. No matter how they are employed, 
all of them have been pressed by these 
demanding times. So many of our rabbis 
are exhausted from the demands of being 
“on” for a community in crisis over the 
past few months. In private, some speak 
of being “overwhelmed.” And many are 
worried that summer’s promise of spiri-
tual restoration is rapidly evaporating. 

By this point in a typical year, many 
rabbis are drained. Most synagogues run 
according to a school calendar, so that 
by June the bar/bat mitzvah schedule is 
over, the Hebrew school year has con-
cluded and much synagogue program-
ming has slowed down for the summer. 
Of course, there are many parts of a 
rabbi’s role that never end – pastoral care, 
Shabbat, life cycle observances – but with 
the arrival of summer, the job slows to an 
almost normal pace.

This year is different. Rabbis have had 
to figure out how to do the work of keep-
ing their communities whole during a 
time of social distancing and stay-at-
home orders. So much of Jewish life is 
predicated on presence, and rabbis have 
sought out creative ways to be present for 
teaching, counseling and supporting the 

most vulnerable members of our com-
munities. The amount of death and loss 
in the past few months is taking its toll 
– on the bereaved, of course, but also on 
the caregivers. 

If this was all our rabbis had to con-
tend with – Dayenu.

Then came the national eruption in 
the wake of the murder of George Floyd. 
Rabbis, already occupied by the challeng-
es of the pandemic, found themselves 
compelled (by the times and by our val-
ues) to be the voices of our community, 
to teach and provide crucial leadership 
during this national moral crisis.

Add to this what’s coming down the 
road: 

• The need to reshape communal expe-
riences and expectations for the Days of 
Awe, just a few short months away;

• Anticipating the crises and responses 
if Israel annexes blocs of the West Bank;

• Holding communities together in 

anticipation of what could be the most 
vicious, divisive presidential campaign in 
American history;

• Keeping our institutions financially 
solvent during this crisis.

The demands of the moment are enor-
mous, with no end in sight.

Many rabbis typically use the summer 
months for planning and for recharging 
drained spiritual batteries. Many spend 
time teaching at a Jewish summer camp. 
Others may use the time for restorative 
retreats or study opportunities, often in 
Israel. 

And rabbinic families – who have 
learned to accommodate missed meals 
and bedtimes, pastoral emergencies, and 
the full intensity of the schedule – value 
the precious family time that summer 
promises.

Yet in this COVID summer, all of the 
above is up-for-grabs. Some rabbis are 
sadly forgoing their precious time of 
renewal, since camp, retreats and vaca-
tions have been cancelled. Others feel 
that the demands of the moment pro-
hibit taking any time off.

All this should concern those who care 
about their rabbi personally and anyone 
who cares about the well-being of the 
Jewish community. 

So here are some suggestions for the 
proper care and nurturing of a commu-
nity rabbi:

• Express gratitude. Leading a com-
munity, especially a community in crisis, 
can be a thankless job. A healthy rabbi 
is not desperate for praise. But the lack 
of acknowledgement for the emotional 
intensity of their work can be demoral-
izing. 

• Don’t presume you understand. Most 
boards and volunteers have no idea what 

constitutes a rabbi’s day, much of which 
is confidential. I remember the first time 
a child asked me, “Rabbi, do you have 
another job when you’re not in services 
and Hebrew school?” Years later I real-
ized that the adults, too, had enormous 
misconceptions about the demands that 
are made on religious leaders.

• Encourage rabbis to make the most 
of their time off, and to fully detach 
from the community during that time. 
Recognize that a rabbi’s Torah is not 
a bottomless well, and it needs to be 
replenished. 

• Respect personal boundaries. In the 
Talmud, Rabbi Akiva told his disciples 
regarding his wife: “Everything that is 
mine and yours is rightfully hers.” The 
rabbi’s spouse and family heal our rabbis’ 
wounds at home, listen to their frustra-
tions and their successes, and share the 
stresses of a job that never truly ends. 
When a rabbi is abused, the partner and 
family suffer too. A healthy rabbi has a 
committed support system behind her, 
and that should never be taken for grant-
ed.

I have no doubt that the Jewish com-
munity will successfully navigate these 
stressful times. The American Jewish 
community is resourceful, and we’ve 
been through moments even more chal-
lenging than this one. But the quality 
of our survival is directly related to the 
health and stability of the leaders who 
shoulder the disproportionate share of 
the burden. The well-being of those indi-
viduals is a responsibility that belongs to 
all of us. 

Rabbi Neal Gold is the president of the 
Massachusetts Board of Rabbis. He can be 
contacted at ndzahav@gmail.com. 

White privilege and Judaism: Let’s talk

Caring for our exhausted rabbis  

Mae-Lou Zaleski

Rabbi Neal Gold



Rosalie Sussman had not 
seen her daughter, Gloria Dove, 
for over three months. When 
the Massachusetts Department 
of Health issued a no-visitors 
policy for assisted living and 
nursing homes throughout 
the state due to COVID-19, 

Rosalie, a resident of Cohen 
Florence Levine Estates, was 
unable to visit with her daugh-
ter and other family members. 
Although Gloria and Rosalie 
spoke two or three times a 
day, and saw each other via 
FaceTime and Zoom, it was 
not nearly the same as meet-
ing in person. Thus, their first 
get-together in early June when 
outdoor visits were allowed 
was a special time for both.

“It was such a wonderful 
day,” said Gloria, who resides in 
Revere. “Even though we could 
not hug or kiss, it meant the 
world to be sitting across from 
her, seeing her smile and laugh. 
I missed that.”

Rosalie moved into Cohen 
Florence Levine Estates, oper-
ated by Chelsea Jewish Lifecare, 
in January of 2017 and has 
quickly become a beloved and 
admired resident. “We abso-
lutely adore her,” said Yari 
Velez, Executive Director of 
Cohen Florence Levine Estates. 
“Rosalie is such a vital part of 
our community; she’s person-
able, friendly, warm and full of 
love.” 

In appreciation of the 
hard-working staff, Gloria and 
Rosalie recently orchestrated a 
pizza party lunch for the entire 
staff. 

“It was such a thoughtful 
gesture,” said Velez. “We were 
so touched by their show of 
support for us. These last few 
months have been challenging 
for everyone, and to know they 
care about the staff here makes 
us feel very appreciated.”

For Gloria, knowing her 
mom is happy provides her 
with a wonderful peace of 
mind. “The staff treats Rosalie 
like she is part of their family. 
What could be better?”
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Mother and daughter reunite  
at Cohen Florence Levine Estates

By Sam Eggert
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

After years of working various agricultur-
al jobs, Swampscott native Rebecca Remis, 
the founder and owner of Birdie’s Blooms, 
has found her way back to the North Shore 
to open her own sustainable floral design 
company. Yet, amidst the pandemic, she has 
been relegated to working at her house and 
using her car to deliver her creations.

It was on May, 5 2020 (Mother’s Day) that 
she launched her own floral design com-
pany, which is named after her maternal 
grandmother and incorporates the Jewish 
values she had learned while working in the 
Jewish sector of agriculture. 

Her grandmother, Birdie, worked in 
Berlin after World War II as a press secre-
tary. It was there that she met her husband, 
a Holocaust survivor who later became a 
cantor at Mishkan Tefila in Newton. While 
her grandfather’s story of Holocaust sur-
vival got a lot of attention, deservedly so, 
Remis thought her grandmother’s story was 
remarkable and deserved more attention. 

“Growing up, I heard less about how awe-
some it was that she went to Germany in 
the 1940s to serve her country,” Remis said. 
“In this time of raising the voices of women 
and marginalized folks, having a story to 
tell about who she was felt really power-
ful.” Remis also mentioned that having an 
ancestral connection in the business was 
important to her. 

At the beginning of 2020, Remis 
had planned on moving to Western 
Massachusetts and working at Many Graces, 

a flower farm in Hadley. She had planned 
on working there for a bit then eventually 
opening her own business, but the COVID-
19 pandemic accelerated her plans. 

“When it was clear I wasn’t able to go any-
where, and I wasn’t taking that job, I decided 
to launch it,” she said. 

Remis got into agriculture while attend-
ing George Washington University, working 
at the Food Justice Alliance, a group focused 
on sustainable gardening, food distribution 
and community outreach. 

She twice studied abroad for a semester 
in the Yunnan Province of China, learning 
about the birth of the organic food move-

ment along with understanding why organic 
agriculture is important. 

During her sophomore year at GWU, she 
joined an alternative spring break program 
led by The Jewish Farm School, a group that 
focused on sustainable agriculture tied to 
Jewish traditions. “That was the first time 
I put my passion for agriculture into the 
framework of my religious beliefs,” Remis 
said. 

It was there that she learned about anoth-
er program, the Eden Village Camp, a sleep-
away organic farming camp in Putnam, New 
York. She did a farm education apprentice-
ship there, which was another spark in her 
farming education. 

After a brief hiatus from agriculture, 
Remis worked in Healdsburg, California, 
at Eden Village West. She worked with kids 
doing different activities, all incorporating 
an awareness of their ecosystem in addi-
tion to the agricultural history of the Jewish 
people.

That was the leading lesson at the camp. 
“At its core, the Jewish people have been an 
agricultural society for a very long time,” 
Remis said. 

“There’s 49 days between Passover and 
Shavuot,” she said. “One interpretation is 
that the reason there is 49 days in between 
is because that’s how long it takes for barley 
to mature. It wasn’t actually that people 
were just counting the days just for fun; it 
was that they were waiting for the Passover 
of the wheat crop to the barley crop.” That 
is one example of the agricultural under-
pinnings of Judaism that worked to inspire 
Remis. 

Jewish agricultural traditions bloom in Swampscott business

Rebecca Remis

Gas & Car Wash: 6 am - 8 pm
Inspection, Quick Lube & Detailing: 9 am - 5 pm

Tel 978-740-5115 • Fax/Office 978-535-9070
SteveBornstein@comcast.net

290 Canal Street • Salem, MA 01970

We do interiors as well 
as exterior while you wait

✦

All new equipment for 
the best car wash in the area

Join Our Team
Apply Today

HOURS: 

Gloria Dove visits mom Rosalie Sussman at Cohen Florence Levine 
Estates in Chelsea.



  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JULY 2, 2020 9

n  CARING FOR OUR PATIENTS IN THE 
SAFEST ENVIRONMENT POSSIBLE:
We have invested in the health and well-being of 
both our staff and patients by installing  a state-
of-the-art air purifying system that will cycle and 
sterilize the air in each room of our office from 
allergens, aerosols, bacteria and virus every 90 
seconds.

n  COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL CLINIC:
We are able to care for all your oral health needs. Whether it’s as simple as a 
cleaning and exam or designing the smile of your dreams. Dr. Michael Faynzilberg 
and his exceptional staff will custom tailor care to each patient with an ethical 
patient centered approach.

n  MODERN DIGITAL APPROACH:
No more uncomfortable bad tasting impressions. No more waiting weeks for your 
new caps (crowns), veneers and restorations to be finished while wearing less 
esthetic and less comfortable temporaries. Using the latest in digital technology, 
Dr. Faynzilberg is able to fabricate beautiful same day ceramic restoration in all 
cases.

 We work with all private ppo insurance companies.

990 Paradise Road #3B  n  Swampscott, MA

(781) 443-8137  n  whitingdentalarts.com

Dr. Michael Faynzilberg

300 Salem St., Swampscott  
781.593.6111

One Essex St., Marblehead  
781.631.8800

saganharborside.com

We are your local experts with global reach.  
We care about our community!

We are not only a real estate resource,  
we are your friends and your neighbors.  

We care about your welfare and have changed  
our business model to make sure  

that our transactions are safe,  
positive and seamless.

How we do business may seem to have changed ...  
but our commitment to excellence and integrity  

will continue to remain the same.

We are here to inspire and nurture  
the dream of homeownership one person,  

one home and one neighborhood at a time.

Visit jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111.

among his associates because 
he needs their support as well 
as protection for his own cor-
ruption, and for the meteoric 
advance of his two sons in the 
business world and their accu-
mulated wealth.

There are plenty of exam-
ples of nepotism practiced by 
Abbas’s close associates, such 
as Gen. Majed Faraj, the head of 
Palestinian General Intelligence, 
who is considered to be a poten-
tial successor to Abbas.

According to sources in the 
P.A., Faraj’s wife Amal serves as 
the chief of financial audit in 
the position of director-general, 
while his son Bashar, who served 
as an officer in the Palestinian 
Police, then became division 
chief of the International and 
National Relations division of 
the Financial Follow-up Unit.

However, according to Fatah 
sources, it is Abbas adviser 
Mahmoud al-Habash who 
ranks first when it comes to 
P.A. nepotism. His son was 
appointed to become direc-
tor-general of the Prosecutor’s 
Office, while his daughter was 
appointed to be the director-
general of Religious Affairs. His 
brother was appointed to han-
dle the hajj pilgrimage of the 
Palestinian embassy in Saudi 
Arabia, while another daughter 
was appointed as second secre-
tary of the Palestinian embassy 
in Turkey, after working with 
him in his office.

Abbas’s brother-in-law was 
appointed, according to P.A. 
sources, to the post of direc-

tor-general of the Islamic Waqf 
office.

According to Fatah offi-
cials, P.A. senior officials Majed 
Faraj and Hussein al-Sheikh 
have a major influence on the 
Palestinian foreign minister, 
Riyadh al-Maliki. Al-Maliki is 
favored by Abbas and is respon-
sible for a series of appoint-
ments of their associates in the 
Palestinian Foreign Service.

Nepotism is rife throughout 
Arab regimes in the Middle East, 
so the Palestinian public has 
accepted it as part of the cus-
tom of Arab rulers in the region. 
However, when it is accompa-
nied by such severe corruption, 
especially when the economic 
situation in the West Bank is so 
grave, it becomes the scandal of 
the day and a source of hostility 
toward Abbas’s government.

This is one of the reasons 
Abbas will find it difficult to rally 
the support of the West Bank 
citizenry in anticipation of the 
Israeli extension of sovereignty. 
He may find that Palestinians 
are in no hurry to respond to 
calls by the P.A. leadership or 
Fatah since many residents are 
fed up with the corruption and 
nepotism in the P.A.

Yoni Ben Menachem, a 
veteran Arab affairs and dip-
lomatic commentator for 
Israel Radio and Television, is 
a senior Middle East analyst 
for the Jerusalem Center. This 
article was first published by 
the Jerusalem Center for Public 
Affairs.

Palestinians
from page 6

Nearly 600 Jewish organiza-
tions and synagogues released 
a joint letter this week stating 
unequivocally that Black Lives 
Matter. The list of signatories 
includes three Jewish denomi-
nations – Union of Reform 
Judaism, United Synagogue 
of Conservative Judaism, 
Reconstructing Judaism and the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
Association – which collectively 
represent more than half of all 
Jewish people in America.  

“We speak with one voice 
when we say, unequivocally: 
Black lives matter,” the letter 
reads. “The Black lives mat-
ter movement is the current 
day Civil Rights movement in 
this country, and it is our best 
chance at equity and justice. By 
supporting this movement, we 
can build a country that fulfills 
the promise of freedom, unity, 
and safety for all of us, no excep-
tions.”

The joint letter was coor-
dinated by a diverse group of 
Jewish activists from across a 
range of religious, political, gen-
der, and racial identities. The let-
ter spread quickly among Jewish 
networks, organizations and 
synagogues and in less than 24 
hours, over 400 Jewish organiza-
tions and synagogues signed on. 
The list continues to grow and as 
of this release, over 580 organi-
zations have signed on. The list 
of signatories ranges from small 
congregations to major Jewish 
organizations representing, col-
lectively, millions of Jewish peo-
ple in the United States.

In Massachusetts, signers of 

the letter include Massachusetts 
Board of Rabbis; Havurat 
Shalom, Andover; Temple Beth 
Israel, Waltham; Temple Beth 
Shalom, Needham; Temple 
Isaiah, Lexington; Temple Shir 
Tikva, Wayland; Temple Shir 
Tikvah, Winchester; Temple 
Emanuel Sinai, Worcester; The 
Martha’s Vineyard Hebrew 
Center; Temple Beth El, Fall 
River; Jewish Family Service of 
Western MA; Jewish Climate 
Action Network.

“Sometimes when you reach 
out for allies, you find family,” 
said Jared Jackson, founder and 
executive director of Jews in ALL 
Hues. “There have always been 
Black Jews in movements for 
Black liberation and in Jewish 
communities; we know that rac-
ism and anti-Semitism are con-
nected and we are targeted and 
harmed by both. For Black Jews, 
separating our Jewishness and 
our Blackness is impossible, and 
the attempts to divide these two 
intertwined worlds within which 
we live is particularly painful. If 
we’re going to take care of all our 
family, we need to take care of 
all our family.”

“This is an important 
moment in our struggle for col-
lective liberation, and our sup-
port for Black lives is unques-
tionable. I’m proud to represent 
one of so many organizations 
joining together to send a clear 
message that we stand with 
Black-led movements for libera-
tion,” said Audrey Sasson, exec-
utive director of New York-based 
Jews for Racial and Economic 
Justice.  

Almost 600 Jewish organizations 
and synagogues declare in letter: 
“Unequivocally: Black Lives Matter.”



Israel limits some gatherings to 50, as number of 
serious COVID cases increases

Israel’s ministerial commit-
tee that deals with the coronavi-
rus crisis unanimously accept-
ed on Monday a recommenda-
tion by the Ministry of Health to 
limit certain social gatherings to 
50 people.

Concerts, museums and 
weddings are still allowed to 
host up to 250 people, reported 

Ynet.
Meanwhile, the number of 

coronavirus patients in seri-
ous condition increased by 18 
percent overnight, according to 
the Health Ministry, which said 
there are 46 patients in serious 
condition with 24 of them on 
ventilators.

So far on Monday, 159 test-
ed positive for the virus and 
one patient died, raising the 
total number of deaths to 319, 
according to the report. In the 
past three days, Jerusalem had 
the biggest jump in new cases at 
100 and Ashdod second with 74, 
followed by Bnei Brak with 60.

Separately, the Israel Airports 
Authority has informed all air-
lines that the COVID-19 restric-
tions for passengers entering 
the country are being extended 
for an additional month.

The ban on foreigners arriv-
ing at Tel Aviv’s Ben-Gurion 
International Airport – and the 
requirement for Israelis return-
ing from abroad to self-quaran-
tine for 14 days – was scheduled 
to expire on July 1, but will now 
continue until Aug. 1 amid a 
rise in coronavirus infection in 
Israel and other countries.

Kaylynn Williford, a prose-
cutor in Harris County, Texas 
resigned this week after being 
censured for sharing a Facebook 
post that compared protesters 
calling for improved race rela-
tions to Nazis who “tore down 
statues,” “banned free speech,” 
“blamed economic hardships 
on one group of people” and 
“instituted gun control.”

The post wasn’t written by 
Williford; it was from a pro-
Trump Facebook group critical 
of the Black Lives Matter move-
ment.

It includes a black-and-white 
photo of wedding rings and a 
caption, “Wedding bands that 
were removed from Holocaust 
victims, prior to being execut-
ed, 1945. Each ring represents 

a destroyed family. Never for-
get, Nazis tore down statues. 
Banned free speech. Blamed 
economic hardships on one 
group of people. Instituted gun 
control. Sound familiar?”

A spokesperson for the 
District Attorney’s Office, Dane 
Schiller, said “it was inappro-
priate. We took action, and the 
employee resigned.”

The Palestinian Authority 
has launched a new series of 
commercials, aired between 
programs on its official tele-
vision station, which glorify 
terrorists who killed Israelis, 
Palestinian Media Watch 
reported on Monday.

Each clip, broadcast on 
PA-TV Live, begins with the 
text “Our prisoners,” and ends 
with a call for “Freedom for our 
prisoners.”

In between is the image of a 
terrorist and a short bio, with 
no mention of the murders 

that he committed.
A previous clip honored 

Jum’a Ibrahim Jum’a Adam, 
who killed a mother and her 
three toddlers when he threw 
a Molotov cocktail at an Israeli 
bus.

Israel began conducting mass 
serological testing on Monday 
to detect COVID-19 antibodies, 
amid rising concern over a “sec-
ond wave” of infections.

Around 80,000 tests will 
be taken across the country, 
according to a report by Israel’s 
Channel 12.

Tuesday saw the highest 
daily rise in COVID-19 cases in 
the country since April 2. Since 
Monday at midnight, 714 new 
cases were confirmed, the third-
highest daily tally since the 
onset of the pandemic in Israel.

It is estimated that the num-
ber of those exposed to the virus 
is 10 times the number actually 
diagnosed as carriers (24,441), 
indicating a far greater infection 
rate than previously thought.

The serological test is not 
used to diagnose whether or not 
a person has the disease, but 
can detect antibodies to it that 
appear about 21 days after a 
person has been infected. Those 
in whom antibodies are found 

are considered to have been 
coronavirus carriers, but it is still 
unclear whether such a person 
can become infected again or 
not.

Israel’s Ministry of Health has 
instructed that those found to 
have antibodies but who were 
not previously known to have 
had the disease will be sent for 

coronavirus testing.
There may also be people 

infected with the virus but 
who do not develop antibod-
ies. However, their numbers in 
relation to all patients are likely 
to be low. The sensitivity of the 
antibody detection test is 95 
percent, according to the report.

Brazil has appointed Luiz 
Fux, 67, as the first Jewish jus-
tice minister – or chief justice 
– of the Supreme Federal Court. 
This is the second time Fux has 
made history in Brazil: in 2011, 
he became the first Jewish 
judge to be named to the bench 
of the court.

Brazil rotates the post 
of chief justice among the 
11 members comprising its 
Federal Supreme Court, a panel 
that decides constitutional 
matters as well as final appeals, 
every two years.

“I will always strive for moral 
values, republican values, [and] 
the struggle for democracy. 

May God protect me,” said Fux, 
according to JTA.

Born in Rio de Janeiro, Fux 
is of Romanian Jewish descent. 
His grandparents fled Romania 
during World War II, and his 
grandmother is a former presi-
dent of the Israelite Children’s 
Home in Rio.

Fux’s 2011 appointment 
opened the door to the naming 
of another Jewish judge, Luis 
Roberto Barroso, to Brazil’s 
Supreme Court in 2013. Last 
month, Barroso was named 
president of the country’s 
Superior Electoral Court.
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Brazil names first Jewish chief justice to its 
Supreme Court

Minister Luiz Fux at a plenary session of the Federal Supreme Court.

Photo by Yossi Zeliger/Flash90.
A medical worker holds a test sample at a mobile COVID-19 testing 
station in Rehovot on June 25. 

Israel begins mass serological testing to detect coronavirus antibodies

Palestinian Authority TV honors terrorists

Texas prosecutor who linked protesters to Nazis resigns
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By Adam Barr 
 
Of the tens of thousands of 

photographs my father took in 
his lifetime, his favorite was of 
a farmhouse in Maine, the barn 
and silo holding ground at the 
top of a low shorn hill, shot 
from the fence line far away. It 
was a fall day, the clouds were 
puffy and white. There was a 
pond with ducks in the fore-
ground. Not a particularly out-
standing photo, nothing that 
would win awards. But he loved 
it. He was on his way to a sales 
call, probably to sell a shop 
owner in Belfast $80 worth of 
calendars or ballpoint pens. He 
spotted the farm as he passed 
and, because he always had his 
camera in the back, pulled over 
and found his angle.

I’ve come to love this photo, 
too, because more than the 
barn or the ducks or the clouds, 
it captures my father. There’s 
balance, there’s beauty. There’s 
stillness and stability. Humility, 
self-sufficiency. A wistfulness. 
And perhaps, in his act of tak-
ing the picture, there’s a certain 
sanctification of that place, that 
farm. Maybe for its purity of 
purpose, maybe for the peace 
it provided.

My father, Benjamin 
“Bunny” Morse Barr, died a 
few weeks ago at his home in 
Auburn, Maine, of acute leu-
kemia. He was 95. My oldest 
brother Peter was at his side, 
dutifully, lovingly, as he always 
had been in the years leading 
up to that moment. My two 
other brothers and I could not 
be. We live in New Jersey and 
Dallas and Los Angeles, and 
the pandemic kept us at our 
homes, resigned to daily Zoom 
calls and sporadic texts from 
Pete. “He had some cottage 
cheese and a little water.” “Dad 
said he’s not up for phone calls.” 
“Transitioning him to mor-
phine.” “Hardly any lung capac-
ity.” And then around 8:30, “I 
think he’s gone.”

It was a quiet death, after 
a quiet life. He was, after all, 
a quiet man. But not unno-
ticed or unimportant. In fact, 
Ben Barr occupied an immense 
space in the consciousness of 
his family, his friends, his com-
munity. The life he led, while 
never so illustrious as to be 
written about in papers, none-
theless helped create the very 
foundation on which Postwar 
American life, and particularly 
American Jewish life, was built. 

He was born in Chelsea in 
1924, and grew up on Dehon 
Street in Revere, just two 
blocks from the beach. That 
would be his playground for 
the next years: the boardwalk, 
the ocean, the food stands. The 
Cyclone Roller Coaster. The 
Crescent Gardens Ballroom, 
where the silky sounds of the 
Dorsey Brothers and Duke 
Ellington would swirl their way 
into his ears, igniting a passion 
he would follow to the end. 

The labor strikes that swept 
New England in 1933 drove 
the family north, to Auburn, 
Maine. There, Ben’s father built 
Rock Maple Wood Heel, where 
Ben worked during his teen-
age years in between school, 
photography and playing 
trombone. He attended Bates 
College for a brief stint before 
enlisting in the Army. It was 
1943, America was at war, and 
Ben’s father had heard that if 

you enlisted, you were guaran-
teed a less hazardous assign-
ment. That was not the case. He 
was made a radio technician in 
the 3rd Army’s 150th Combat 
Engineers, the company that 
would build pontoon bridges 
across German rivers to trans-
port Allied troops and tanks. 
After a few weeks playing trom-
bone in the Army band, Ben 
shipped out from Fort Devens, 
bound for England aboard the 
Queen Mary. 

Ben’s two years in the war 
would shape much of his mem-
ory the rest of his life: the close 
buddies he made; landing at 
Omaha Beach on D-Day; the 
liberation of Buchenwald; the 
Battle of the Bulge; building the 
first pontoon bridge across the 
Rhine as German soldiers shot 
at him from the opposite bank, 
then standing with General 
Patton later while he peed in it. 

That experience widened 
his 18-year old understanding 
of the world, to be sure.  He 
had seen close up what people 
endure. He had been shoulder-
to-shoulder with boys tasked to 
carry out terrifying work. While 
that forever disrupted many 
soldiers’ connection to human-
ity, it imbued my father with a 
deeper curiosity, drawing him 
close to people. He delighted in 
their eccentricities, he sympa-
thized with their struggles, he 
reveled in their achievements.  

After returning from Europe, 
the strains of war proved too 
fresh and too unnerving to 
focus, so he dropped out of 
Bates. Restless, struggling with 
what we now understand as 
PTSD, he fled to Boston and 
worked for a family friend, 
earning enough money to 
return to Europe, this time as 
a solo traveler, his camera once 
again at his side. 

He met Lois Jacobson in 
Portland, and in 1951, they 
married. My mother said she 
had many suitors at the time, 
but fell in love with Ben because 
he was gentle and smart. He 
read her poetry and wrote her 
romantic letters. 

Lois went to work as a medi-
cal secretary, and Ben found-
ed an automated food ser-
vice company with his good 
friend, Arthur Beckerman. 
Their automats and vending 
machines filled most of the shoe 
and textile factories throughout 
Northern New England, and 
for many years, they thrived. 
In the early ‘60s, they were 
approached by an emerging 
fast food outfit from Chicago 
interested in selling them 
exclusive rights to the franchise 
for Maine, New Hampshire and 
northeastern Massachusetts. 
But Ben and Artie had just paid 
off their debt, they knew noth-
ing about making hamburgers, 
and they weren’t keen on leav-
ing their growing families for 
months of training, so they told 
McDonald’s they were passing. 
Years later, a similar offer came 
from IHOP, and again, they 
passed. A decade later, most 
of the mills in New England 
shuttered and relocated to 
Asia, and Ben’s business failed. 
He regrouped, eventually set-
tling with a Lewiston-based 
advertising specialty company, 
where he remained until he 
retired, though he continued to 
service a handful of accounts 
into his 90s, out of friendship 
and to stay busy. 

In hindsight, my Dad would 
say, he probably should have 
jumped on the franchise offer. 
But my parents enjoyed their 
life in Lewiston-Auburn. They 
had four sons and a full, ful-
filling life. They would go ski-
ing in the winter and to the 
beaches in the summer. They 
hosted dinner parties with 
friends, barbecues with fam-
ily. They prayed and partied at 
their temple, and sometimes at 
the other temple. They shuttled 
their boys to basketball games 
and summer camps and piano 
recitals, and over time, to grad-
uations and rehearsal dinners. 
Their fortunes rose and fell, 
houses got sold and downsized, 
but Ben pressed on. 

Work, though, wasn’t what 
drove him. He read voraciously 
– books, newspapers, maga-
zines – usually with a Dunhill 
pipe or Cuban cigar in hand. 
He and Lois would walk the 

summer sands of Old Orchard 
Beach, visit their sons and fam-
ilies across the country, travel 
to Israel and Ireland, go on 
cruises to Italy and Croatia, 
meet Tony Curtis, and enjoy 
the company of their lifelong 
friends. And for nearly 30 
years, Ben played trombone 
with the Auburn Community 
Band, the distant melodies of 
the Crescent Gardens Ballroom 
still reverberating in his ears. 

These are the touchstones 
of a life that, against the back-
drop of a world now so dis-
connected and unrooted, feels 
nostalgic, dusty. Even the way 
he carried himself smacks of 
a bygone era: his twinkling 
charm and quick, dry humor, 
his life-knocks-you-down-but-
you’ve-got-to-pick-yourself-
back-up credo, his spirited sto-
ries of good times with great 
friends, the pocketful of pens 
imprinted with “Ben Barr” at 
the ready, the restorative joy of 
a piece of herring and a belt of 
good scotch at the end of the 
day – or, if one of his sons hap-
pened to be over, the middle of 
the day.  

There were times he would 
look to his circle of friends 

and envy what they had. Most 
of them achieved great suc-
cess and wealth early in life, 
or inherited it. Either way, it 
afforded them the ease and 
escape my father worked 
so hard for, but never quite 
reached. (Those trips and 
cruises were all gifts from us, 
his sons.) I never looked at 
it that way, though. His ride 
may have been uneven, but 
he took that unflinching, clear-
eyed acceptance of life that 
had been forged in him during 
the war, and persevered.  The 
victories and the defeats, the 
tragedies and the blessings — 
it was all part of it. 

His was not a life that influ-
enced the currents of American 
industry or culture. It wasn’t a 
life broadcast wide for its spec-
tacle. But it was an authentic 
life. A round life. A distinctly 
American life, and a purpose-
ful life. Not unlike that farm-
house in the picture he loved 
so much, holding ground on 
that low shorn hill in Maine, 
still, stable and wistful. 

Adam Barr is a film and tele-
vision writer in Los Angeles.

Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

COME IN ONCE, YOU’LL BE A CUSTOMER FOR LIFE! 

85 Andover Street, Rt. 114, Danvers 
978.774.4080  giblees.com 

VISIT THE TOMMY BAHAMA 
SHOP AT GIBLEES
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A distinctly American life

Ben and Lois Barr were married in 1951. “He read her poetry and 
wrote her romantic letters,” writes their son, Adam. 

His was not a life that 
influenced the currents 
of American industry or 
culture. It wasn’t a life 
broadcast wide for its 

spectacle. But it was an 
authentic life.



FRIDAY, JULY 3
MORNING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7:30 a.m., Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore; ZOOM 
access: zoom.us/j/824963167, or dial 
in at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting ID: 824 
963 167.

SHABBAT SERVICE, 6:15 p.m., 
Temple-Emanu-El, led by Rabbi Meyer 
at www.facebook.com/EmanuEl.
Marblehead.

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE, 
6 p.m., Temple Sinai, facebook.com/
templesinaimarblehead.

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE, 
6 p.m., Congregation Shirat Hayam of 
the North Shore; Zoom access:  zoom.
us/j/743285503, or dial in at: (646) 558-
8656, Meeting ID: 743 285 503

Shabbat service, 7 p.m.. Temple B’nai 
Abraham, contact office@tbabeverly.
org for zoom information.

SHABBAT SERVICE, 7:30 p.m., 
Temple Tiferet Shalom,venue.streamspot.
com/f413f069.

SHABBAT SERVICE, 8 p.m., Temple 
Ner Tamid, https://tamidschool.com/tnt-
live-services.

SATURDAY, JULY 4
RENEWAL MINYAN, 9 a.m., 
Congregation Shirat Hayam of the 
North Shore, Zoom access: zoom.
us/j/118471216; Dial in: (646) 558-8656, 
Meeting ID: 118 471 216.

SHABBAT SERVICE, 9:30 a.m., 
Temple Ner Tamid, tamidschool.com/tnt-
live-services.

SHABBAT SERVICE, 9:30 
a.m., Temple Tiferet Shalom, venue.
streamspot.com/f413f069.

SHABBAT SERVICE, 10 a.m., 
Congregation Shirat Hayam of the 

North Shore, Zoom access: zoom.
us/j/118471216; Dial in: (646) 558-8656, 
Meeting ID: 118 471 216.

SHABBAT SERVICE,10 a.m., 
Temple B’nai Abraham, contact office@
tbabeverly.org for zoom information.

TGIS AT HOME, 10 a.m. A special 
live service with Wayne Potash and a 
member of the Temple Israel o Boston 
clergy. If you are between the ages of 6 
days and 6 years and you love to dance, 
sing, play and pray, this is for you. More 
info and registration: tisrael.org/village/.

HAVDALLAH PRAYER SERVICE, 
9:30 p.m., with Rabbi Yossi Lipsker, 
Chabad of the North Shore, facebook.
com/rebyossi.

SUNDAY, JULY 5
MORNING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 9 a.m., Temple Sinai on 
facebook.com/templesinaimblhd

SUNDAY MORNING STRETCH, 
Flow and Meditate with Allison Swartz, 
9:30 a.m., visit /jccns.org/live-online-
fitness-classes/ to join Zoom event.

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Temple Sinai 
onfacebook.com/templesinaimblhd

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Temple Ner Tamid 
on tamidschool.com/tnt-live-services.

MONDAY, JULY 6
MORNING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7:30 a.m., Temple Sinai 
onfacebook.com/templesinaimblhd.

STRONG WOMEN with Lara 
Goodman, 8:30 am., visit jccns.org/
live-online-fitness-classes/ to join Zoom 
event. 

FOREVER FIT with Tabatha Keating, 
10 a.m., visit jccns.org/live-online-
fitness-classes/ to join Zoom event. 

CHAIR YOGA WITH JULIA! (For 
seniors), 11:30 a.m., visit jccns.org/
live-online-fitness-classes/ to join Zoom 
event. 

WITNESS AS ACTIVIST: THE 
LESSONS OF ELIE WIESEL. 
Presented by Open Circle Jewish 
Learning. 12 - 1:30 p.m. Drawing on his 
own book, “Witness: Lessons from Elie 
Wiesel’s Classroom,” and especially his 
chapter on activism, Rabbi Ariel Burger 
will explore questions including: What 
did Elie Wiesel teach us about our role 
as activists? What does it mean to 
bear witness? How might we cultivate 
courage and compassion so that we 
can put our courage in the service of 
our compassion? This course will be 
taught by Rabbi Ariel Burger and meets 
weekly on Mondays, July 6 to Aug. 10. 
$96. hebrewcollege.edu/summer-2020-
community-learning-opportunities.

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Temple Sinai on 
www.facebook.com/templesinaimblhd

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Temple Ner Tamid on 
tamidschool.com/tnt-live-services.

ETHICS OF OUR FATHERS class 
with Rabbi Sruli Baron, 7:30 p.m., 
Chabad of the North Shore, Zoom 

access: zoom.us/j/5321741889, Meeting 
ID: 532 174 1889; One tap mobile: (929) 
205-6099 ID: 532 174 1889#.

TUESDAY, JULY 7
MORNING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7:30 a.m., Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore; ZOOM 
access: zoom.us/j/824963167, or dial 
in at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting ID: 824 
963 167.

CALISTHENICS STRENGTH 
TRAINING with Coach Jeff, 9 a.m., 
visit /jccns.org/live-online-fitness-
classes/ to join Zoom event. 

10 MINUTES OF TORAH with 
Rabbi Yossi Lipsker, 11 a.m., Chabad of 
the North Shore, Zoom access: zoom.
us/j/138791839, Meeting ID: 138 791 
839; One tap mobile: (929) 205-6099  ID: 
138 791 839#

LUNCHTIME, CRUNCHTIME, 
ARMS AND ABS! with Lisa Gillis, 
12 p.m., visit jccns.org/live-online-
fitness-classes/ to join Zoom event. 

PILATES WITH BRIGITTE 
KARNS, 5 p.m., visit /jccns.org/
live-online-fitness-classes/ to join Zoom 
event. 

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore; ZOOM 
access: zoom.us/j/460715647, or dial 
in at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting ID: 460 
715 647.

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Temple Ner Tamid on 
tamidschool.com/tnt-live-services.

TEL 978-531-3366  •  FAX 978-531-3060
www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
FINE CHINESE  CUISINE
373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Have a  
Safe & Happy  

4th of July!
WE ARE OPEN FOR INDOOR SEATING. 

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED.
TAKE-OUT IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE  

FOR YOUR SPECIAL FUNCTION OR BBQ.

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington Street, Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Free parking ~ Closed Saturdays

V EVENT PLANNING V

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

THE PERFECT VENUE 
FOR YOUR EVENT

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ

CONTACT US AT
781.207.9353

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise in 
the Event Planning 
directory, contact: 

lois@jewishjournal.org, 
marcy@jewishjournal.org, 

or call 
978-745-4111.

Consider us for your 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 

Weddings, Private Events, 
Special Occasions

978.744.5469 | SalemTrolley.com 

222 Humphrey St., 781-732-9119
Swampscott641.CBDrx4u.com
swampscott641@cbdrx4u.com

Swampscott
mention this ad and get 20% off

tm

Silk Painted Shawls 
For Your  

Special Day

CONNIE 
ZAITCHIK
czaitchik@gmail.com

 508.284.1876
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JLIVE MUSIC: GUY MENDILOW, 
7 - 7:30 p.m. Presented by Jewish 
Arts Collaborative. Mendilow’s career 
began as a 10-year-old member of 
the American Boychoir, singing in 200 
concerts a year in venues ranging from 
New York’s Carnegie Hall to churches 
in rural communities. Today, he directs 
the Guy Mendilow Ensemble, whose 
most recent project is “Tales From Lost 
Kingdoms,” a multimedia re-imagination 
of traditional Ladino songs and stories. 
Free. For link, register here: us02web.
zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_k4jx2NZ_
SbGRrnY6KX7Wwg.

HIGH RISK PREGNANCY AND 
INFERTILITY 8 - 9 p.m. Conversations 
with Chavi Eve Karkowsky, MD and 
Ruth Ann Freedman, Ed.D. Chavi Eve 
Karkowsky, MD Is a high-risk pregnancy 
doctor who writes about medicine, 
women’s health, policy. Ruth Ann 
Freedman, Ed.D is the National Vice 
Coordinator of Philanthropy of Hadassah 
and a retired Professor of Elementary 
Education. For more information, contact 
Sarah Popper at sarahepopper@yahoo.
com.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8
MORNING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7:30 a.m., Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore; ZOOM 
access: zoom.us/j/824963167, or dial in 
at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting ID: 824 963 
167.

  CARDIO, CONDITIONING AND 
CORE  with Lisa Gillis, 9 a.m., visit jccns.
org/live-online-fitness-classes/ to join 
Zoom event. 

STRETCH AND CORE WITH 
TABATHA KEATING, 10 a.m., visit 
jccns.org/live-online-fitness-classes/ to 
join Zoom event. 

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Temple Ner Tamid on 
tamidschool.com/tnt-live-services.

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Congregation Shirat 
Hayam of the North Shore; ZOOM 
access: zoom.us/j/460715647, or dial in 
at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting ID: 460 715 
647.

KNITTING KNIGHTS AT THE J, 7 
– 9 p.m. Zoom Meeting ID: 510 795 968, 
Password: 496225.

WEBINAR SERIES: PARENTING 
A SPECIAL NEEDS CHILD OR 
YOUNG ADULT 8:15  – 9:30 p.m. 
Presented by New England Yachad. Learn 
from experts in the field about a variety 
of topics related to parenting a special 
needs child or young adult during the 
pandemic and beyond. “Guardianship and 
Special Needs Trusts: What You Need to 
Know and What You Can Do Right Now” 
by Ken Shulman. Ken Shulman assists 
individuals and families with estate 
planning and related issues for elders and 
families with disabled children. Contact 
Yaffa Tilles at tillesy@ou.org with any 
questions. ZOOM: zoom.us/j/2862141370.

“LET’S TALK BOOKS!” What 
is your favorite book or book series? 
Are you a fan of fiction, non-fiction, 
mystery, romance, history, sports, etc.? 
Discuss what books or types of books 
are meaningful or have had an impact 
on your thinking. Interested in starting 
a book club? Join us to discuss the 
possibilities. All Avid Book Readers 
are welcome. Contact Larry Weiner at 
lweiner58@comcast.net. RSVP and 
request Zoom information by sending 
an email to Susan Weiner at: susan.
templesinai@gmail.com.

THURSDAY, JULY 9
MORNING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7:30 a.m., Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore; ZOOM 
access: /zoom.us/j/824963167, or dial 

in at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting ID: 824 
963 167.

 ONLINE WATERCOLOR PAINT 
NIGHT with Lara Goodman, 6:30 – 8:30 
p.m., rsvp to Sara Ewing at sewing@
jccns.com for the Zoom link; fee: $10.

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Temple Ner Tamid on 
tamidschool.com/tnt-live-services.

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore; ZOOM 
access:  zoom.us/j/460715647, or dial 
in at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting ID: 460 
715 647.

SUMMER BOOK CLUB WITH 
IZZI ABRAMS, 7 p.m. Join 
discussions on “The Dutch House” via 
Zoom. Free, and open to all. RSVP to 
Sara Ewing at sewing@jccns.com for 
Zoom link.

TORAH WISDOM FOR A 
MEANINGFUL LIFE WITH 
RABBI Srulie Baron, 7:30 p.m., Chabad 
of the North Shore, Zoom access: zoom.
us/j/5321741889, Meeting ID: 532 174 
1889; One tap mobile: (929) 205-6099 
ID: 532 174 1889#.

FRIDAY, JULY 10
MORNING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7:30 a.m., Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore; ZOOM 
access:zoom.us/j/824963167, or dial in 
at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting ID: 824 963 
167.

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE, 
6 p.m., Temple Sinai, facebook.com/
templesinaimarblehead

SHABBAT MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore; Zoom 
access: zoom.us/j/460715647, or dial 
in at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting ID: 460 
715 647.

SHABBAT MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 8 p.m., Temple Ner Tamid on 
https://tamidschool.com/tnt-live-services.

SUNDAY, JULY 12
PLAN FOR CAMP YAVNEH 
SUMMER 2021, 11 a.m.  A virtual 
tour of Yavneh. The tour will both be 
informative and interactive. RSVP to 
recive login information for the day. We 
anticipate the program to last 60 minutes. 
Register here: campyavneh.org/events/
virtual-yavneh-for-a-day-july-12th.

MONDAY, JULY 13 
ROBERT ISRAEL LAPPIN 
JEWISH YOUTH LEADERSHIP 
SEMINAR 7 - 7:45 p.m. Jewish 
students in grades 10-12 are invited to 
participate in the Robert Israel Lappin 
Jewish Youth Leadership Seminar. The 
theme of the 2020 seminar is “Becoming 
an Inspirational Jewish Leader.” A 
certificate of achievement will be 
awarded upon successful completion of 
the program requirements: Participate in 
six virtual sessions, 30-45 minutes each; 
write three short post-session reflections; 
complete two independent activities. The 
last event will be on August 17. To enroll, 
contact Deborah Coltin at 978-740-4428 
or email dcoltin@lappinfoundation.org.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15
UNEARTHING THE BOND 
BETWEEN BLACKS AND JEWS 
7:30 p.m.  An evening with Joshua 
Washington, Director of the Institute 
for Black Solidarity with Israel (IBSI). 
IBSI is an organization dedicated to 
education about the sacred bond 
between black Americans and Jews 
particularly during the civil rights era. 
Free and open to all and is sponsored 
by Lappin Foundation, Chabad of the 
North Shore – Swampscott, Lynn, 
Peabody, Everett, Congregation Shirat 
Hayam, Congregation Sons of Israel, 
Congregation Tifereth Israel, Sephardic, 
Jewish Community Center of the North 
Shore, Shalom Hadassah, Temple B’nai 
Abraham, Temple Emanu-El, Temple 
Ner Tamid, Temple Sinai and Temple 
Tiferet Shalom.  RSVP to sfeinstein@
lappinfoundation.org to get a link, visit 
jccns.org to register.

JULY 21
CHAVA MIREL IN CONCERT, 
8 p.m. Every summer, and throughout 
the year, musicians have brought their 
unique brand of excitement to the 
camps and congregations of Union for 
Reform Judaism and NFTY, its youth 
movement, throughout North America 
and the world, performing and building 
community in their wake. Free. Join 
through Facebook: facebook.com/
events/856567534833739.

ISRAEL AND THE PANDEMIC: 
ECONOMY, POLITICS AND 
SOCIETY, 12 p.m. Join Amotz Asa-
El, author, senior columnist and former 
executive editor of The Jerusalem Post 
and a research fellow at the Shalom 
Hartman Institute, in conversation with 
Jonathan D. Sarna, Joseph H. & Belle 
R. Braun Professor of American Jewish 
History and director of the Schusterman 
Center for Israel Studies at Brandeis 
University. Register: brandeis.edu/israel-
center.

TUESDAY, JULY 21
LOVE IS IN THE AIR, 7:30 - 8:30 
p.m. Presented by Lappin Foundation. 
A special Rosh Chodesh celebration 
with facilitator Ariela HaLevi, director 
of healing, intuitive guide and energy 
healer at Soul Centered. Learn about 
Tu B’Av, the Jewish day of love. Tu 
B’Av is a small but powerful Jewish 
holiday celebrating love. Free. Register 
here: us02web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZwkdu6oqTMtE9cjGJ50_
WNU9fZ4718v1TJg.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22
“JEWISH COMEDY: A SERIOUS 
HISTORY” WITH JEREMY 
DAUBER 8 p.m. Join Jewish National 
Fund for a summer reading series for 
good reads and thought-provoking 
conversation. Come ready to both listen 
and share in a moderated discussion 
with IsraelCast host Steven Shalowitz 
and the featured author. Free, tickets 
required: secure.jnf.org/site/Ticketing?vi
ew=Tickets&id=39253.

ONGOING
MONDAYS 

RABBI DAVID’S TORAH STUDY 
CLASS, 7:30 p.m., after Minyan. 
RSVP and request Zoom information by 
sending an email to Susan Weiner at: 
susan.templesinai@gmail.com.

TUESDAYS 

LIVING ROOM LEARNING, 
8 - 9 p.m. Presented by Young Jewish 
Professionals. Explore relevant and 
meaningful topics on Zoom: us02web.
zoom.us/j/86586178008?pwd=UVl
Kc1JPelZnVTBJNi84S09aNzZlUT09. 
Meeting ID: 865 8617 8008; password: 
yjpacademy. Free. More info: yjpboston.
org/yjp-academy.

THURSDAYS 

“THE SOUL EXPERIENCE” with 
Rabbi B and Ariela HaLevi. 9 p.m., “The 
Soul Experience” is a virtual, spiritual 
and healing service incorporating 
Jewish-inspired prayer, meditation, 
mindfulness practiceand more. Free. 
Join on Facebook: facebook.com/
MySoulCentered.

KEEPING IN GOOD VOICE 8 - 9 
p.m. Presented by HaZamir Boston: The 
International Jewish High School Choir. 
An intergenerational vocal warm-up with 
Marla Aviva Betley, conductor of HaZamir 
Chicago. More info: hazamir.org.

FRIDAYS 

SABBATH SERVICES at 
Congregation Sons of Israel, twice 
monthly, 7 p.m.  Email peabodycsi.org@
comcast.net for Zoom information. 

SATURDAYS 

SABBATH SERVICES, 9 a.m. 
Congregation Sons of Israel, email 
peabodycsi.org@comcast.net for Zoom 
information.

SUNDAYS 

MORNING SERVICES at 
Congregation Sons of Israel at 9 a.m. 
Email peabodycsi.org@comcast.net for 
Zoom information.

ORTHODONTIST

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street, Swampscott, MA 01907
781-581-1550       www.weaverortho.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME CARE
The First Choice for  

Loving, Compassionate 
Home Care on the  

North Shore

781.691.5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

Specializing in Companionship, Meal Prep, Transportation, 
Bathing & Hygiene, Mobility & Toileting Assistance

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

HOME HEALTH CARE

For ALL Your 
Home Care Needs!
Delivering Excellence in 

Home Care for Over 100 Years!

781-598-2454 
www.allcare.org

VNA
Hospice

Private Services

ASSISTED LIVING  
AND MEMORY SUPPORT

Cohen Florence Levine  
Estates
617-887-0826

Florence & Chafetz  
Specialized Care
617-887-0826

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan 
Estates
978-532-4411

SHORT-TERM REHAB 
AND LONG-TERM CARE

Leonard Florence  
Center for Living
617-887-0001

Katzman Family Center  
for Living 
617-884-6766

Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick 
Center for Living
978-471-5100

chelseajewish.org

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Shapiro-Rudolph Adult Day Health Center  |  978-471-5180
Chelsea Jewish Aging Life Care  |  978-471-5153
Chelsea Jewish Hospice and Palliative Care  |  617-889-0779
Chelsea Jewish Visiting Nurse Agency  |  617-889-8744

SENIOR CARE

HEALTH SERVICES

Caregiver with over 20 years 
of experience looking for  

a full-time or part-time job 
working with elders.

Exceptional references 

Call Cynthia at 
617-708-6350

CAREGIVER

To advertise in this 

Directory, call 

978-745-4111
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Ida Silverman Bershad, 89, 
beloved partner, sister, mother, 
and grandmother, died peacefully 
at her home in Salem on June 22, 
2020. 

Born in Boston in 1931, she 
grew up in Mattapan and then 
Brookline, where she attended the 
Devotion School and Brookline 
High School. She then earned a 
bachelor’s degree from Syracuse 
University and began a career in 

retail at Filene’s in Boston. 
She married her husband, 

Vigdor P. Bershad, in June of 
1953 after a whirlwind court-
ship. They were blessed with a 
loving marriage and four beau-
tiful children, who they raised 
together in Marblehead. Despite 
the loss of her husband in 1999, 
Ida remained vibrant and active 
with the support of her family 
and circle of dear friends. She was 

extremely fortunate to find love 
again later in life with her partner, 
Edward Snow, with whom she 
shared both joys and challenges 
over the last ten years. Ed referred 
to her as his “Mulligan” because 
she was his second chance at life. 

Those who knew Ida will 
remember her passion for flow-
ers. She adored flowers and plants 
of all kinds and had the greenest 
of thumbs. She was a professional 
floral designer whose arrange-
ments provided the perfect set-
ting for many special occasions. 
An avid gardener, she was active 
in a number of local garden clubs 
and taught master classes in floral 
design. Her participation in “Art 
in Bloom” at the MFA in Boston 
was one of her annual highlights. 
She was also a talented painter. 

Ida also loved to travel. Over 
the decades, she toured the world 
with both friends and family. She 
made her way to all seven con-
tinents, laughing, eating, and 
dancing all the way. 

Anyone who ever sat at a card 
table with Ida will know that she 
was a bit of a shark. She could 
and would play any game that 
involved cards or dice or tiles. She 
especially loved to play bridge 
and Mahjong at every opportuni-

ty. She was also not above playing 
on the floor with small children, 
splashing in the pool, and sliding 
down snowy hills. 

Ida was a gracious hostess and 
loved to entertain. She kept a 
lovely home and made everyone 
who visited feel warm and wel-
come. She was a gifted listener 
and a thoughtful advisor. She was 
a loyal friend and sustained many 
lifelong friendships, but always 
had room in her heart for more – 
more people to know and enjoy, 
more friends to laugh and cry 
with, and more family to love and 
support unconditionally. 

Ida is survived by her sons  
Barry Bershad and his wife Susan 
of Mansfield, Lou Bershad and his 

wife Maureen Ryall of Jamestown, 
R.I., and her grandchildren Paul, 
Benjamin, Melissa, and Daniel. 
She also leaves her sister Marcia 
Bartzoff and her husband Burt of 
Salem. 

She will be sincerely missed 
by her partner, Edward Snow of 
Salem, and her new extended 
family – his children Nancy Snow 
and David Owens, Linda and 
Mark Dockser, Michael Snow and 
Elizabeth Lemons, and his grand-
children Hannah, Ben, Joshua, 
Aaron, Jennie, Abigail, and 
Nathaniel. She was predeceased 
by her parents Pauline (Polly) 
Silverman and Louis I. Silverman, 
her stepfather Abe Sacks, her hus-
band Vigdor Bershad, her daugh-
ter Robin, and her son William. 

Ida had a smile that would 
light up a room and a heart big 
enough for the whole world. She 
will be sorely missed. Please think 
of her when you see a beautiful 
flower. 

Services will be private. In 
lieu of the flowers that Ida so 
loved, please consider donating 
to a charity dear to your heart. 
Arrangements were handled by 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 
Chapel, Salem. Visit stanetsky-
hymansonsalem.com.

Family-owned and operated since 1933

Two convenient locations servicing families throughout Greater Boston,  
North Shore, South Shore, Sharon Memorial Park and MetroWest.

Slotnick Monuments
232 Fuller Street, Everett, MA 02149
617-387-3980
Production facility / Sales office / Outdoor display 
Full service drafting and sandblasting shop

Slotnick’s MetroWest Monuments
5 Edgell Road, Suite 1
Framingham Centre, MA 01701
508-872-1400
Corporate office / Sales office / Indoor display

SC
Memorial Group

Est. 1910

Drive carefully…
               We can wait.

www.scsmg.net

CEMETERY LOTS
Sharon Memorial Park

FOR SALE
2 adjoining plots

in 27 Galilee section
$1,750 each

Paradio1360@icloud.com
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Ida Silverman Bershad, 89, of Salem, formerly of Marblehead, Mattapan and Brookline

Jay M. Esterkes, 99, died 
peacefully at his home in Boca 
Raton, Fla., on June 14, 2020.

Jay was born in N.Y,, and grew 
up in Worcester. He met the love 
of his life, Rosalyn Sharaf from 
Swampscott, and spent 70 years 
in a wonderful, loving marriage.  
Jay and Roz raised their three 
children in Swampscott and 
eventually moved to Florida.

Jay went to Boston University 
and then went on to serve his 
country in the Army during WWII 
in Germany. Upon his return, he 
attended and graduated from BU 
Law School. Jay practiced law 
until deciding to go into the fam-
ily business, Sharaf Machinery, 
with Roz’s father Morris. 

Jay was a member of Temple 
Emanuel in Marblehead for over 
50 years, where he was a dedicat-
ed member of the Jewish com-
munity.

An avid golfer until the 
age of 95, he was a member 
of Kernwood Country Club in 
Salem, as well as Indian Spring 
Country Club in Boynton Beach, 
Fla. Jay was a voracious reader 

and read at least three books a 
week, even at the age of 99.

Jay was a people person, uni-
versally loved by all who knew 
him. He loved to chat with any-
one and anywhere. His fun-lov-
ing and endearing personality 
drew people to him as he had 
the ability to make you feel spe-
cial and listened to. Jay’s smile 

could light up a room and his 
cup was forever full. Jay’s family 
cherished the time with him and 
he will be forever missed and 
remembered by all who knew 
him.

Jay is survived by his wife, 
Rosalyn; his children Jack, Jeffrey, 
and Amy Channen and her hus-
band Steven; his grandchildren 
Michele, Matthew, Lindsey, and 
Rachel; and his brother David 
Esterkes.

Donations in Jay’s memory can 
be made to Jewish National Fund 
(JNF.org), or Trustbridge Hospice, 
5300 East Ave., West Palm Beach, 
Fl 33407 (Trustbridgefoundation.
org). Funeral services will be pri-
vate in compliance with current 
COVID restrictions. Expressions 
of sympathy may be made in 
Jay’s memory to the charity of 
one’s choice.

The staff at Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel was 
honored to care for Jay and his 
family. For more information or 
to register in the online guest-
book, visit stanetskyhymanson-
salem.com.

Jay M. Esterkes, 99, of Boca Raton, Fla., formerly of Swampscott

Robert (Bob) Myerson, 82, 
of Marblehead, passed away on 
June 18, 2020 after a brief illness.

Bob was born in Everett to 
Isaac and Ada Myerson. He 
grew up in Chelsea and married 
the love of his life, Jacqueline 
(Jackie), also from Chelsea. 
Together, they lived and raised 
three boys in Marblehead, which 
remained their home through 
present day.

Bob’s interest in working with 
kids was fulfilled with a 40-year 
career teaching high school his-
tory in the Boston public school 
system. He had many remarkable 
stories of students, co-workers, 
and events of the times which 
remain inspiring to this day.

During summers in the 1970’s 
and 1980’s, Bob and Jackie and 
their sons could be found at 
Camp Glenn Ridge in Beverly 
for the 13 years they owned and 
operated the day camp. They 

offered a welcoming camp envi-
ronment for campers and coun-
selors, leaving a legacy of memo-
rable experiences for many kids 
and teens. Bob was also a dedi-
cated sports coach to his kids 
and for several years to the local 
CYO basketball league.

Many good times were 
enjoyed at Bob and Jackie’s 
lake house in New Hampshire 
with his family and friends. 
Relationships with family were 
a top priority as he maintained 
close ties with all his children 
and grandchildren.

Robert is survived by his wife 
Jackie, his boys David and his 
wife Michelle, Richard and his 
wife Cindy, and Peter and his 
wife Heather, and his grandchil-
dren, Scott, Justin, Ezra, Josh, 
Lauren, Hannah, and Emily.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions in Robert’s memory may 
be made to Success Boston (suc-
cessboston.org). Arrangements 
were handled by Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
Salem. For more information or 
to register in the online guest-
book, visit stanetskyhymanson-
salem.com.   

Robert (Bob) Myerson, 82, of Marblehead, formerly of Chelsea
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ASK ABOUT OUR PRE-PLANNING SAVINGS.
CREMATION OPTIONS AVAILABLE.
No synagogue or temple affiliation required.

polcemetery@gmail.com
(978) 594-4249 • www.prideoflynn.org

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
AND CHEVRA MISHNA
89 LAKE SHORE ROAD, LYNN, MA 01904

Serving Boston and the Greater North Shore  
Jewish and interfaith families since 1920.

Compassionate personalized service. Individual and  
multiple lots available with competitive pricing. 

ASK ABOUT OUR PRE-PLANNING SAVINGS.
TRADITIONAL BURIAL AND INURNMENT (CREMATION) AVAILABLE.

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS

NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

The Premier Independent Jewish / Interfaith Cemetery on the North Shore 
 

 
 

978-531-0606                                                                                                                   
No Synagogue or Temple Affiliation Required                                                                  
Cremations allowed in the Interfaith Section                                                                                               

Offering the Lowest Plot Prices on the North Shore 
WORKMEN’S CIRCLE OFF SABINO FARM ROAD,  PEABODY, MA 

Interfaith 

Maple Hill Cemetery 

ARE YOU PREPARED? 
You owe it to your loved ones. 

 

Martin “Marty” Fisher, 82, of 
Malden, entered eternal rest on 
June 20, 2020. 

Mr. Fisher was born in 
Boston, son of the late Isaac and 
Leah Fisher, and was raised in 
Charlestown. He served in the 
U.S. Coast Guard right after high 
school, and then went on to a 
few different careers. His first 
was as a baker for many of the 
Jewish bakeries in the Greater 
Boston area. He was especially 
renowned for his ability to pro-
duce the perfect challah. Marty 
continued as a baker part-time 
for decades, while then going 
to work at the Charlestown 
Navy Yard. Eventually, he would 
take a position as a mainte-
nance mechanic at the Sheraton 
Boston and then the Marriott 
Copley Place, where he was on 
the original team that opened 
the hotel, and where he even-
tually retired. During his retire-
ment, he worked as a ticket taker 
at the AMC theater in Danvers. 

He was also a Junior Vice 
Commander for the Jewish 
War Veterans in Malden and a 
member of the Brotherhood of 
Congregation Agudas Achim 
Ezrath Israel in Malden.

Marty was a lifelong Boston 

sports fan, especially the Bruins. 
One of his prized possessions 
was a puck he chased down at the 
old Garden during a Canadiens 
game in the 50’s. He also took a 
day off work in 1975 to stand in 
line for eight hours and get SRO 
tickets to the Red Sox vs. Reds 
World Series Game 7 for him and 
his then 12-year-old son. Marty 
claimed that a stranger offered 
him a month’s pay for the tick-
ets as soon as he stepped away 
from the window, and although 
tempted, he did not sell the tick-
ets knowing that both his son 
and Carlton “Pudge” Fisk would 
have been severely disappoint-
ed. Although the Sox didn’t win, 
it was a magnificent night for 

the father and son, who returned 
the favor 36 years later (although 
there were many games that 
they attended together dur-
ing those years) when he took 
Marty to see the Bruins defeat 
the Tampa Bay Lightning at the 
new Garden in the 2011 Eastern 
Conference Finals on their way 
to winning the Stanley Cup. 
His replica Chara Cup Champ 
ring was another one of Marty’s 
prized possessions that he would 
love to show off to anybody who 
noticed.

He was the devoted husband 
of Elaine (Naseck), the love 
of his life, to whom he would 
have been married 60 years this 
October. Maryt was the beloved 
father of Jay T. Fisher and Elise 
Fisher, and the dear brother of 
Barbara Kupelnick, Geraldine 
Brenner, the late Leonard Fisher, 
and Murray Fisher.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
services and memorial week are 
private. In lieu of flowers, expres-
sions of sympathy may be made 
to the Holocaust Museum in 
Washington, DC. Arrangements 
were handled by Goldman 
Funeral Chapel, Malden. For 
online condolences, visit gold-
manfc.com. 

Martin “Marty” Fisher, 82, of Malden, formerly of Charlestown

Albert Bailey Sparks, the scion 
of the Malden-based department 
store chain Sparks Department 
Stores, passed away on June 20, 
2020, at the age of 93. 

Mr. Sparks, along with his 
brother and long-term business 
partner George Sparks, expand-
ed their mother and father’s dry 
goods store to seven depart-
ment stores located throughout 
New England. He and his family 
members were early pioneers in 
the discount department store 
world, and Sparks was a main-
stay of Malden until its closing 
in 2014. The store was part of 
downtown Malden life for 94 
years.

Albert was a devoted hus-
band to his wife Myrna Ellen 
Sparks for over 65 years, who 
passed away in 2018. He is sur-
vived by his four daughters and 
sons-in-law Lorri and Dr. George 
Kleiner, Joan and Richard Kessel, 
Debra and Douglas Stevens, and 
Amy and Bill Kremer, in addi-
tion to his grandchildren Jeffrey 
and Brooke Kessel, Bradley and 
Rebecca Kessel, and Rachel 
Moran and Mathew Moran, and 
his great-grandson Noah Kessel. 

Albert was born on April 5, 
1927 in Malden to Rose and 

David Sparks. His father was an 
immigrant from the small village 
of Hoshcha, in Western Ukraine. 
Albert was the last survivor of 
his siblings May, George, and 
Harold. He loved his siblings 
dearly.

Mr. Sparks always had a spe-
cial place in his heart for down-
town Malden. He was an active 
member of the Rotary, and in 
2012 the Malden Chamber of 
Commerce awarded him the 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
for his decades of service to the 
City of Malden. He was also a 
69-year Masonic member of the 
Converse Lodge in Melrose and 

received a 50-year veteran’s level 
award in 2000. 

In 2017, he and his wife 
Myrna were honored for being 
members of Temple Emanu-El in 
Marblehead for 50 years.

Albert served in the U.S. Coast 
Guard during World War II, and 
later graduated Bates College 
in Lewiston, Maine. He was an 
avid golfer and a former mem-
ber of Kernwood Country Club 
in Salem and Boca West Country 
Club in Florida. 

He was a man of principle 
and ethics, known for his kind-
ness, generosity, and love of fam-
ily and friends. He was respected 
and loved by many, and his wife 
and four daughters were devoted 
to him.

His funeral will be private; 
however, a public memo-
rial service will be announced 
at a future date, post COVID-
19 restrictions. Donations in 
Albert’s memory may be made to 
Temple Emanu-El in Marblehead 
(Emanu-el.org), or Rotary Club 
of Malden’s Scholarship Fund, 
P.O. Box 625, Malden, MA 02148. 
Arrangements were handled 
by Goldman Funeral Chapel, 
Malden. For online condolences, 
visit goldmanfc.com.

Albert Bailey Sparks, 93, of Malden

The Jewish Journal prints brief notices for free, if space allows.  
Biographical sketches up to 200 words cost $100; longer submissions will be charged accordingly. 

Photographs cost $25 each; emailed photos should be sent as jpeg or tiff files.  
Submissions are subject to editing for style and space limitations. For further information,  

contact your local funeral home, or email andrew@jewishjournal.org.

Beverly Lasovick, 66, of 
Woburn, formerly of Lexington, 
entered eternal rest after a long 
illness on June 27, 2020. 

Beverly was the proud mother 
of her beloved daughter Rayla 
Lasovick; the devoted sister of 
Jane (Bill) Norris of Mt. Pleasant, 
S.C., and Debbie (Norm) Ginsberg 
of Newton. She was also the loving 
aunt of Arianne and Ben Norris 
and Eric and Amy Ginsberg. Her 
dear parents were the late Arthur 
and Sarah Lasovick. 

Raised in Medford, she 

graduated from Medford High 
School and then University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst with 
a major in human relations. 
Beverly was a human resourc-
es manager at Massachusetts 
General Hospital for many years. 
She settled in Lexington, where 
she raised her daughter. 

Beverly’s effervescent person-
ality was loving and joyful, with 
fast and life-long friendships; her 
many friends and family enjoyed 
her wit, sophistication, and loy-
alty. Her memberships includ-

ed Temple Isaiah/Lexington, 
Hadassah, and various profes-
sional organizations. 

Due to current health con-
ditions, services were private. 
Donations in Beverly’s memory 
may be made to Temple Isaiah, 
55 Lincoln St., Lexington, MA 
02421 (rsegaloff@templeisaiah.
net), or M.S.P.C.A., 400 Broadway, 
Methuen, MA 01844 (mspca.
org). Arrangements were handled 
by Goldman Funeral Chapel, 
Malden. For online condolences, 
visit goldmanfc.com.

Beverly Lasovick, 66, of Woburn, formerly of Lexington and Medford



Behavioral Center that we fin-
ished in September, so my life 
is to make a difference,” he said.

Carolyn Perlow took a mid-
dle-of-the-road approach. 
She plans to travel back 
from Scottsdale, Arizona, to 
Marblehead in July, two months 
later than usual. Like Florida, 
the weather in Arizona is getting 
hotter, sometimes reaching over 
110 degrees, partially prompt-
ing the decision to 
return home. 

“We’ve been 
hesitant about 
coming home 
because the idea of 
getting on a plane 
is, you know, not 
great. But we’ve 
just made the deci-
sion, we’re going 
to do it,” she said. 
Perlow and her 
significant other, Gary Glenner, 
bought the first two seats on the 
plane, in first class, “so we’re the 
last to get on and the first to get 
off,” she said. 

Perlow typically stays in 
Scottsdale until Mother’s Day 
weekend, then travels through 
New Jersey on the way back 
to see her three sons who live 
there. Once the pandemic wors-
ened in March, she and Glenner 
knew that was an unrealistic 
plan this year. Since then, she 
has passed the time taking daily 
six-mile walks, playing bridge 
and canasta online with friends 
from Boston – with whom she 

is “hungry” to socialize face-to-
face – and baking challahs and 
cookies.

She’s even started a new 
tradition with one of her sons, 
Josh, who lives on his own in 
New Jersey. “He calls it ‘COVID 
Cooking with Carolyn,’ ” she 
said. They agree on a recipe, 
separately buy the ingredients, 
and cook and eat their meals 
together over FaceTime. He 

wants to continue 
the tradition after 
the pandemic is 
over to learn his 
mother’s cook-
ing skills. “It gives 
me such joy to 
be able to do this 
cooking with my 
son, because he 
does live alone,” 
she said. “We who 
have someone to 

share our lives with are really 
very fortunate.”

Friends have asked her if 
she feels “stuck” in Scottsdale, 
and she said she replies with, 
“Stuck? We feel grateful, we feel 
lucky. We’re outside all the time, 
and there’s a lot to be said when 
you can be outdoors during a 
time like this rather than just 
being stuck in the house.” While 
spring in New England tends to 
be chilly, “May and June here 
have been beautiful,” Perlow 
said. “We had the luxury of sit-
ting out on a beautiful patio 
with flowers and having dinner 
outside every night.”

AT YOUR SERVICE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

978-741-0424   www.A-AServices.com

Buy Local & Become Part Of The Family

WE HONOR ALL APPOINTMENTS • Chris & Barb Zorzy, Owners

Financing 
Available

★ Nationwide

BAY STATE  
WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144
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Ready Made Curtains 
Selected items 25% OFF

Custom Draperies, 

Blinds, Shades & More!

Free Estimates & Installation

86 Tremont Street, Peabody

baystatewindowfashions.com 1.800.CRANNEY • cranneyhomeservices.com

CRANNEY  HOME SERVICES
ElectricalHeatingPlumbing Cooling Drain Cleaning

Visit us today for all of your 
auto body repair needs. 

All insurance companies accepted! 
MARBLEHEAD
218 Beacon St. 
781.631.2218 
marbleheadcollision.com 

SWAMPSCOTT 
 201 Essex St.
781.595.5300

swampscottcollision.com
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781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
Small carpentry services • Quality work 
Licensed • Fully insured • Free estimate

10% OFF YOUR JOB
(mention this ad)

617-257-6155 • gagospainting.com  
gagospainting@hotmail.com

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com

A1 Will Send Hornets Packing.
Nests can hold thousands of hornets and  

are aggressive and can sting repeatedly.
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Shep and Judy Remis are still in Boca Raton.

Snowbirds
from page 1

“Our kids are 
encouraging us  

not to go home …  
So for the time  

being, we’re here.” 
– Judy Remis

Carl Reiner, comedian, actor, direc-
tor, screenwriter, and publisher, whose 
career spanned seven decades, passed 
away on June 29. He was 98. 

During the early years of television 
comedy, from 1950 to 1957, he co-
wrote and acted on Sid Caesar’s pio-
neering “Your Show of Shows.” In the 
1960s, Reiner was best known as the 
creator and producer of “The Dick Van 
Dyke Show.”

Reiner, the father of filmmaker Rob 
Reiner, was the winner of nine Emmy 
awards, including five for “The Dick 
Van Dyke Show.” His most popular films as a direc-
tor included “Oh God,” “The Jerk,” and “All of Me.” 

Reiner was born in the Bronx, on March 20, 
1922, to Irving, a watchmaker, and Bessie (née 
Mathias) Reiner. His parents were Jewish immi-
grants; his father was from Austria and his mother 
was from Romania.

In 1943, Reiner was drafted into the Army Air 
Forces and served during World War II, eventu-
ally achieving the rank of corporal. He also toured 
the Pacific, entertaining troops. After the war, he 
performed in several Broadway musicals, before 

joining Caesar’s writing staff, which 
also included Neil Simon, Mel Brooks, 
Woody Allen and Larry Gelbart.

Starting in 1960, Reiner teamed with 
Brooks as a comedy duo on “The Steve 
Allen Show,” where they developed the 
long-running “2000 Year Old Man” rou-
tine. In 1961, a recording of the skit was 
an immediate hit and spawned sev-
eral sequels, the last of which, 1998’s 
“The 2000 Year Old Man in the Year 
2000,” won the pair a Grammy. Reiner 
also acted in films such as “It’s a Mad, 
Mad, Mad, Mad World,” in 1963, “The 

Russians Are Coming, the Russians Are Coming,” 
in 1966, and the “Ocean’s” film series (2001–2007). 
In 2000, Reiner was honored with the Mark Twain 
Prize for American Humor at the Kennedy Center.

In a statement on social media on Tuesday, Rob 
Reiner wrote, “Last night my dad passed away. As I 
write this my heart is hurting. He was my guiding 
light.”

Reiner’s wife Estelle, to whom he had been mar-
ried since 1943, died in 2008. He was also the father 
of author Annie Reiner, and artist Lucas Reiner, 
and the grandfather of actress Tracy Reiner. 

Carl Reiner, comic genius, dies

Carl Reiner



people were eligible for DACA 
status, and another 4,000 could 
qualify in the future, accord-
ing to the Massachusetts 
Immigrant and Refugee 
Advocacy Coalition. 

Rosenfeld’s story tugs at the 
heart. He immigrated legally to 
the U.S. with his family when he 
was six, settling in South Florida 
where his mother worked as a 
media executive. Tragically, six 
years later, his mother died of 
cancer. In high school, when 
Rosenfeld applied for his driv-
er’s permit, he learned that as 
a result of his mother’s death, 
he no longer had legal status, 
upturning his life and that of his 
older sister. 

From that moment, 
Rosenfeld, now 22, turned his 
despair and fear into action. 
He’s become a tireless, well-
informed, outspoken activist, 
working with elected politi-
cal leaders, immigrant rights 
groups and Jewish advocacy 
groups to push for permanent 
protection for DACA recipients, 
known as Dreamers, and other 
undocumented immigrants. 

Rosenfeld is heartened by 
the widespread bipartisan sup-
port for the Dreamers among 
a large majority of Americans. 
A new poll by Politico revealed 
that more than 75 percent of 
registered voters say Dreamers 
should be allowed to stay in the 
United States. 

Rosenfeld is one of 11 stu-
dents whose stories were 
included in an amicus brief 
filed by 165 colleges, including 
Brandeis, that urged the Court 
to overturn the action of the 
Trump administration. 

Advocating for Rosenfeld 
and other undocumented stu-
dents has been a high priority 
for Brandeis, according to Risa 
Levine, who serves as vice pres-
ident of the Brandeis Alumni 
Association. 

The New York-based attor-
ney first met Rosenfeld when 
she spoke at the college several 
years ago. Since then, the two 
have become close, bonding 
over their passion for political 
activism, she said. 

With the school’s historic ori-
gins in the Jewish community 
and its commitment to social 
justice, the issue of immigra-
tion resonates with the Brandeis 
community, she said. 

She’s struck by Rosenfeld’s 
dedication, even at the risk 
of putting the needs of others 

before his own, she acknowl-
edged.

“His moral center is so 
strong,” she observed, describ-
ing Rosenfeld as sweet and soft-
spoken.

Rosenfeld has spoken at doz-
ens of synagogues and other 
events for Jewish organiza-
tions here and across the coun-
try, including for the Reform 

Movement’s Religious Action 
Center, the New England Anti-
Defamation League, and Jewish 
Alliance for Law and Social 
Justice.

Immigration is deeply root-
ed in the Jewish experience, 
according to Cindy Rowe, exec-
utive director of JALSA. The 
teaching to welcome the strang-
er appears in the Torah 36 times, 
she noted, making it a natu-
ral issue for the Boston-based 
social justice organization.

She admires Rosenfeld’s 
courage in sharing his story 
publicly. “People were spell-
bound,” when he spoke at their 

annual meeting a few years ago. 
His life in this country was so at 
risk, she said. “Elias made that 
real for a room of 300 people,” 
she said. She’s seen him have 
that same impact at legislative 
hearings. 

JALSA, the New England ADL 
and the Jewish Community 
Relations Council of Greater 
Boston are working with immi-
grant rights groups to pass two 
bills in the state legislature: 
the Safe Communities Act; and 
the Work and Family Mobility 
Act, which would allow eligible 
undocumented immigrants to 
obtain a state driver’s license.

In the months ahead, 
Rosenfeld will focus on the driv-
er’s license legislation, as well 
as helping organizations raise 
funds to support DACA recipi-
ents, who must pay a $495 fee 
to renew their status. He’s also 
helping others who are filing for 
DACA status for the first time 
and plans to work on voter turn-
out and other immigrant issues 
for the upcoming elections.

In his personal life, Rosenfeld 
plans to apply to law school 
where he’d like to study family 
law.

While he is more secure 
today, he is cautious about the 
future, he admitted.

“I don’t look too far ahead, 
more than a year.”
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DACA
from page 1

U.S. Senator Tim Kaine and Elias Rosenfeld in Washington, DC. 

“We have to ensure 
that Congress passes 

permanent protection.”  
– Elias Rosenfeld

makers,” Burton wrote in an 
email to the community in June.

At the Anti-Defamation 
League New England office in 
Boston, where 12 people work, 
management has frozen hiring 
and top executives have taken 
a pay cut. In addition, staff has 
reviewed its budget in order to 
prevent layoffs. “From cutting 
costs to repurposing grants, 
renegotiating leases, and raising 
emergency funds, we are mak-
ing every effort to maintain the 
staffing levels to do our impor-
tant work for the communities 
we serve,” said Shellie Burgman, 
an ADL spokeswoman. 

In Marblehead, at the Jewish 
Community Center of the North 
Shore, the building has been 

closed since mid-March. Since 
then, the center has reduced 
payroll around 60 percent 
through a combination of fur-
loughs and pay cuts. The cen-
ter has been able to stay on 
budget through a combination 
of furloughs, salary reductions 
and people maintaining their 
membership through the health 
crisis, said Marty Schneer, the 
center’s executive director. 

At Epstein-Hillel School in 
Marblehead, the school has fur-
loughed three employees from 
its nursing, food service and 
building maintenance depart-
ments. 

Email Steven A. Rosenberg at 
rosenberg@jewishjournal.org.

Layoffs and pay cuts 
from page 1

Visit jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111.



Немного истории:
4 июля в США будет 

отмечаться национальный 
государственный праздник 
– День Независимости 
(Independence Day).

В этот день в 1776 году 
представители 13 штатов в 
здании городского собрания 
Филадельфии подписали 
документ, провозгласивший 
Соединенные Штаты 
самостоятельным и 
независимым от Британского 
королевства государством.

Неизбежность разрыва 
с метрополией стала ясна 
после начала в апреле 1775 
года военных действий за 
независимость в Северной 
Америке (1775-1783).

7 июня 1776 года на заседании 
Континентального конгресса 
делегат из Вирджинии 
Ричард Генри Ли внес 
резолюцию, утверждавшую, 
что "Соединенные колонии 
являются и по праву 
должны быть свободными 
и независимыми штатами; 
что они полностью 

освобождаются от верности 
британской короне; что 
всякая политическая связь 
между ними и Британским 
государством должна быть 
полностью расторгнута".

11 июня для подготовки 
специальной декларации по 
этому вопросу был избран 
комитет в составе Томаса 
Джефферсона, Джона Адамса, 
Бенджамина Франклина, 
Роджера Шермана и Роберта 
Ливингстона. Составить 
проект декларации было 
поручено главе комитета, 
видному деятелю Войны 
за независимость Томасу 
Джефферсону, который 17 
дней работал над ее текстом.

Проект Джефферсона 
с  незначительными 
редакционными поправками 
Джона Адамса и Бенджа-
мина Франклина 28 июня 
был представлен Кон-
тинентальному конгрессу. 
В ходе обсуждения в проект 
были внесены изменения, 
в частности изъят раздел, 
осуждавший рабство и 

работорговлю.
Вечером 4 июля 

согласованный текст "Еди-
нодушной декларации 
тринадцати Соединенных 
Штатов Америки" был 
единогласно одобрен, удосто-
верен подписями президента 
конгресса Джона Хэнкока и 
секретаря Чарльза Томсона и 
прочтен вслух перед народом, 
собравшимся перед зданием 
Континентального конгресса.

Это был первый в 
истории документ, прово-
згласивший принцип на- 
родного суверенитета как 
основы государственного 
устройства, отвергший гос-
подствовавшую в то вре-мя 
теорию божественного проис-
хождения власти. Декларация 
независимости утверждала за 
народом право на восстание 
и свержение деспотического 
правительства, провозглашала 

основные идеи демократии 
– равенство людей, их 
"неотъемлемые права, среди 
которых право на жизнь, 
свободу и на стремление к 
счастью".

Декларация стала не только 
"свидетельством о рождении" 
нового государства, но и 
памятником американской 
литературы: Джефферсону 
удалось выразить ее принципы 
и идеи образным языком, в 
краткой и доступной форме.

Церемония подписания 
записанной на пергаменте 
Декларации состоялась 2 
августа 1776 года. Имена всех 
56 человек, подписавших 
документ, вошли в историю 
США, им посвящена обширная 
литература и мемориал в 
Вашингтоне.

Из 56 человек, которые 
поставили свои подписи под 
Декларацией, пятеро были 

захвачены англичанами и 
расстреляны как изменники. 
Девять человек умерли от ран, 
полученных во время войны 
за независимость. По иронии 
судьбы двое авторов этого 
документа, впоследствии 
ставшие президентами США, 
– Томас Джефферсон и Джон 
Адамс – скончались в один 
день 4 июля 1826 года, ровно 
через 50 лет после подписания 
Декларации.

В 1870 году Конгресс 
США объявил 4 июля 
государственным праздником. 

Оригинал Декларации 
Независимости считается 
в США государственным 
достоянием и хранится в 
Национальном архиве в 
Вашингтоне в заполненном 
инертным газом контейнере из 
пуленепробиваемого стекла. 
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День Независимости США

Еврейская История для молодежи за 10 минут

Антисемитизм 
в условиях пандемии

29 июня состоялась 
премьера YouTube-сериала, 
посвященного 3000-летней 
еврейской истории

Сериал под названием 
“The Jewish Story Explained”  
(Разъясненная Еврейская 
История), созданный OpenDor 
Media в сотрудничестве с 
Unpacked Media, охватывает 
три тысячелетия еврейской 
истории, и состоять из 42 
эпизодов по 10 минут каждый. 
“Мы снимаем сериал о 
еврейской истории. В общих 
знаниях много пробелов. 
Здесь мы просто заполняем 

пробелы”, заявила OpenDor 
Media в тизере сериала.

Первый сезон, начавшийся 
29 июня, включает 15 серий 
и охватывают период с 
586 г. до н.э. до еврейской 
диаспоры в 1000 г. н.э. 
Второй сезон намеревается 
обратиться к средневековью, 
антисемитизму и ассимиляции 
в преддверии современного 
иудаизма. Третий сезон 
расскажет о современном 
иудаизме с 20-го века и до 
наших дней.

“Этот сериал помогает 
нашей аудитории из числа 

молодежи приобщиться к 
своей истории на понятном 
ей уровне”, – отметила 
генеральный директор 
OpenDor Media Дина Рабхан 
в пресс-релизе. “Наша миссия 
в Unpacked – создавать 
обучающие, нюансированные 
и развлекательные видео, 
которые раскрывают и 
разъясняют сложные вопросы, 
связанные с еврейской 
идентичностью, наследием и 
сионизмом”.

Посмотреть первый эпизод 
можно здесь: youtube.com/
watch?v=qN6VVEUlyeE.

ADL заявляет, что после 
исторического всплеска 
в 2019 году, антисемитизм 
распространяется в условиях 
пандемии

Генеральный директор 
А н т и д и ф ф а м а ц и о н н о й 
лиги Джонатан Гринблатт 
ометил что инциденты 
приобрели новые формы, 
например,  “зумбомбомбинга” 
виртуальных еврейских 
встреч, часто с использованием 
графических изображений и 
антисемитского жаргона.

Доклад, опубликованный 
23 июня исследовательским 
Центром Кантора в Тель-
Авиве, показал, что пандемия 
коронавируса стала средством 
для распространения интенсив-
ной и исключительной 
волны антисемитизма и анти-

сионистской пропаганды, 
которая обвиняет евреев и 
Израиль либо в том, что они 
создали вирус, либо в том, что 
они извлекли из него выгоду.

“Этот новый тип анти-
семитизма, который частично 
повторяет классические 
антисемитские темы, включает 
в себя теории заговора наряду 
со средневековыми кровавыми 
наветами, которые обновлены 
в формате 21-го века”, – 
говорится в исследовании. 
“Новая волна антисемитизма 
включает в себя ряд 
клеветнических утверждений, 
которые имеют один общий 
элемент: евреи, сионисты и/
или государство Израиль 
виноваты в пандемии и/или 
могут извлечь из нее выгоду”, – 
пишут авторы доклада. 
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73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871
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СОТНИ ОБРАЗЦОВ 
МЕМОРИАЛЬНЫХ ПАМЯТНИКОВ

мы осуществаляем дизайн и непосредственное 
изготовление памятников 

в нашей мастерской без суб-подрядчиков

Обслуживаем Еврейскую Общину Северного Берега с 1890 года

In this week’s issue of the 
Journal’s Russian Chronicle, we 
feature an article about the his-
tory of Independence Day. We 
also publish recent data from 
the ADL on increased anti-
Semitism during the pandemic. 
We invite our readers to par-
ticipate in the program “The 
Shofar Calls,” sponsored by the 
Lappin Foundation. We also 
have included an article about 
the YouTube mini-series ‘The 
Jewish Story Explained.”

English Summary

У евреев существует 
заповедь трубить в шофар 
каждый день в течение месяца 
Элул (август-сентябрь), пред-
шествующего Рош Ашана. 
Эта заповедь дана в Торе, ее 
смысл: “Пробудитесь, спящие, 
от вашего сна, пробудитесь, 
заснувшие в глубокой дреме, и 
совершите раскаяние”.

Благотворительный фонд 
Lappin Foundation приглашает 
принять участие в программе 
“Шофар Зовет.” Участники 
получат настоящий шофар (и 
игрушечный для маленьких 
детей), пройдут интернет-курс 
о том, как правильно трубить 
в шофар и познакомятся с 
историей и заповедями. Линк 
на курс будет послан тем, 
кто запишется: RachelEllis@
LappinFoundation.org. Инфор-
мация на сайте: lappinfounda-
tion.org (выбрать Upcoming 
Programs; Programs for Adults)..

Шофар в 
каждый дом
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The Jewish Journal  
will print your news at no 

charge: Birth announcements, 
bar/bat mitzvahs, graduations, 
engagements, weddings, job 
promotions, special events, 

and other simchas. Photos are  
welcome if space permits.  
Submissions are subject to 
editing for style and length. 

Email your news to  
the Editor at rosenberg@ 

jewishjournal.org.

Robert P. Rudolph, an attor-
ney at Rudolph Friedmann 
LLP, is the recipient of the Anti-
Defamation League’s Daniel R. 
Ginsberg National Leadership 
Award. The award recognizes 
outstanding young profession-
als for their leadership in the 
fight against anti-Semitism, 
racism and all forms of hate. 
Rudolph was presented with the 
award on June 7 during the ADL’s 
Virtual National Leadership 
Summit, which nearly 500 ADL 
leaders from across the country 
attended. 

Rudolph‘s involvement with 
the ADL dates to high school 
where he served as an ADL 
Peer Trainer at The Governor’s 
Academy and as an intern at 
the ADL’s Boston office. After 
graduating from the ADL’s 

Glass Leadership Institute 
in 2013, Rudolph joined the 
ADL’s Associate Board, which 
he later co-chaired. In 2014, he 
traveled to Germany to repre-
sent the ADL in its partnership 

with the German government’s 
Germany Close-Up program. 
He has served on a number 
of the Associate Board’s work-
ing committees, co-chaired 
the ADL’s Young Leadership 
Celebration twice and received 
the 2015 Krupp Leadership 
Award from ADL New England. 
Rudolph currently serves on the 
ADL’s New England Regional 
Board and is a member of the 
Regional Board’s Nominating 
Committee. 

Since 1995, the ADL has con-
ferred the Daniel R. Ginsberg 
Leadership Award to outstand-
ing candidates from around 
the country. The award is 
named after the late Daniel R. 
Ginsberg, a former New York 
Regional Board Chairman and 
ADL National Commissioner.

Temple Emanu-El of 
Haverhill is excited to welcome 
Rabbi Rachel Putterman as 
its Director of Congregational 
Learning, beginning July 1. 
Rabbi Putterman will inspire 
congregants’ connection to 
Judaism by leading the temple’s 
lifelong learning programs, 
working closely with Cantor Vera 
Broekhuysen, spiritual leader 
of Temple Emanu-El, and the 
adult education and religious 
school committees to strength-
en educational opportunities 
for all ages. Rabbi Putterman 
will also provide pastoral care 
to congregants and will lead or 
co-lead services throughout the 
year.

“I’m so excited to be joining 
the Temple Emanu-El commu-
nity. I’m really looking forward 
to getting to know everyone – 
even if virtually at first,” said 
Rabbi Putterman. “I hope to 

share my love of Judaism with 
the community in a way that 
resonates with members of all 
ages and backgrounds. Our tra-
dition has a lot to teach us about 
contemporary issues, including 
how to cope during challenging 
times such as the one we’re liv-

ing through right now.”
Rabbi Putterman was 

ordained by Hebrew College’s 
pluralistic rabbinical school in 
Newton, in June 2020. During 
rabbinical school, she served 
numerous communities includ-
ing the Center for Small Town 
Jewish Life, Bowdoin College 
Hillel, Beth Israel Congregation 
in Bath, Maine, and Boston 
College Hillel. She has also 
held various positions at the 
Haddasah-Brandeis Institute, 
including scholar-in-residence 
and academic advisor to under-
graduate and graduate students 
who were engaged in research 
projects related to Judaism and 
gender. In her prior career as a 
public interest attorney, Rabbi 
Putterman represented domes-
tic violence survivors in their 
family law cases. She lives in 
Boston with her husband and 
two daughters.

Temple Emanu-El names Rabbi Rachel Putterman  

Rabbi Rachel Putterman

Robert P. Rudolph

Robert Rudolph receives ADL award

Congregation Sons of Israel 
of Peabody held its first Zoom 
Annual Congregational Meeting 
and Election on June 14. The 
congregation’s elected officers 
are President Rosalyn Abrams, 
Vice-President Barry Lischinsky, 
Treasurer Steve Kropp, Financial 
Secretary Harriet Polonsky, 
Recording Secretary Diane 
Elefson, and Corresponding 
Secretary Barbara Sigel.

Sons of Israel  
of Peabody elects 

officers PLEASE HELP  
THE JEWISH JOURNAL CONTINUE  
TO CONNECT OUR COMMUNITY.

Donations can be made online at jewishjournal.org; 
by mail at P.O. Box 2089, Salem, MA 01970;  
or by calling the Journal at 978-745-4111.
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Andrew Aronson
Barbara Bender Abramson
Beth and Marc Andler
Richard Appel
Dr. Jacob Azerrad
Arleen Barnes in memory 

of my dear friend Vita 
Freedman

Estelle Barzelay
Gerald and Mildred Becker
Ed and Kerry Berman
Leo F. Berman in memory of 

my wife Dorothy Berman
Emilia Black
Harold Blass in memory of 

Lois Seligman
Helena Book in memory of 

Gloria Glazer, Rene Cohen, 
Ida Freedman, and Larry 
Sandler

Don and Melissa Bornstein
Rhona and Steve Brand
Betty Brenner
Dr. Sheldon and Fran Brown 

in memory of daughter 
Ellen Brown Ragland

Diana Caplan in honor of son 
Andy joining Journal Board 
of Overseers

Chabad of Peabody
Mel and Lori Chandler in 

memory of Sid Quint
Sheldon and Etta Chandler
Ila Charnas
Richard and Sherri Cherlin
Ellen and Frank Chmara
Barry and Caryn Cohen in 

honor of the marriage of 
Lauren Cohen and Samuel 
Andler

Caryn Cohen
Sharon Cohen
Irma Cohen
Deena Cohen
Joseph and Tracy Cranson
Lesley Dexter
Dr. Alan S. Diamond
Brian and Judy Ditchek
Sheila and Ed Doctoroff

Kathleen and Edward Elibero
Hazel Engber
Susan Federspiel
Phyllis Feld in honor of 

Gabriel
Clare and Burton Figler
Dana Fine
Inga Finks in memory of 

Malcolm D. Finks
Jo Ann Freedman
Judy Gabriel
Liz Garon in memory of 

Raymond Garon
Barry and Marlene Geiman
Jacob Gerson
Jack and Sheila Gerson 

in memory of Herman 
Sokolow

Ilene and Stanley Gloss
Sydney and Erik Gold in 

memory of Larry Sandler
Arthur Goldberg in memory 

of Beverly Norman
Harvey and Lorna Goldberg
Gerry Goldstein
Sema Goldstein
Janice and Sumner Goldstein
Lenore Gordon
Morris J. Gordon
Elena Gorlovsky
Irma Gould
Joanne and Jerrold Grant
Arnie and Barbara Green in 

memory of beloved family 
lost in the Holocaust

Alan Greenberg
Nancy Greenberg in memory 

of the love of my life my 
husband Irving (Hank) and 
my dear son Steven

Natalie Greenblatt
Ronna Greif in memory of 

Charles Gilman
Deborah and Ron Hallett
Joel and Nancy Hamlin
Stanley Handman
Dr. Philip Hershberg in 

memory of Elena and 
Janet Hershberg

Lawrence Howe
Ronald B. Kafker
David Kahan
Eileen Kaminsky
Michael Kanter in honor of 

Arnold and Sally Kanter
Richard Kaplan in memory of 

Celia I. Kaplan
Roz and Ed Kaufman in 

honor of our new great-
granddaughter

Andrea Kline in memory of 
Diana Goldberg

Ellen Lavis
Barry Lentnek in memory of 

Charles Lentnek
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Lerman
Merle and Lester Levenbaum
Beverly Levenson in memory 

of my parents Mollie and 
Charles Paren 

Esther Levi in memory of 
Ralph Levi

Sanford Levy
Joan C. Lewis
Judy and Ben Locke
Gordon Lothrop
Millie Madoff in memory of 

Herman (Hank) Sokolow
Ruth and Harvey Maibor
Dr. and Mrs. Irving Marcus
Beatrice Marlow
Jack Meltzer
Barbara Meyer in memory of 

Marvin Meyer
Mark and Karen Meyer
Elinore Miller
Amy Mitman
Martin Nellhaus in memory of 

Mrs. Edith Spector
Valentina Nestor in memory 

of Susanna and Israel 
Stanik

Rosalee and Rich Newburg
Rosalee Newburg
Jackie and Paul Newman
Bruce and Mary Parks
Phillip Pastan
Dr. and Mrs. Barrie Paster

Prof. Martin Patt
Carolyn Perlow
Mona Pessaroff
Pamela Pierce
Carolyn Pivnick
Mel Pollack in memory of 

Lewis Pollack
Jay and Betty Polonsky
Gerry and Jack Potash
Judy and Shep Remis
Harry and Lynda Rich
Jerry and Barbara Rodman  

in memory of Edith 
“Yuddie” Spector

Barbara Rosen
Leslie and Ken Rosenberg
Leonard Rosenberg in 

memory of Carole 
Rosenberg

Irwin and Jane Rosenston
Jay Rosenzwaig in honor of 

Happy Birthday to Tina 
Bagnea

Howard Ross
Elaine and Herb Rothstein
Richard P. and Esther Salinsky 

Fund
Estelle Sanderson in memory 

of my mom and dad David 
L. and Rose Cohen

Claire and Larry Sandler
Ronald Sanfield
Harriet Sant Fournier
Bob Scheier and Mary-Lou 

Breitborde
Barbara and David Schneider 

in honor of Steve 
Rosenberg and Neil 
Donnenfeld

Fran and Irving Schulman
Arnold Schultz in memory of 

Ruth Schultz
Judy and Rob Schuster
Sy and Penny Schwartz
Pat Sears in honor of ‘Dolly 

Sisters’ (Doliber)
Maralyn K. Segal
Adele and Martin Segel
Larry and Mailyn Seidler

Selby Family Charitable Fund
Claire Shaby
Harvey Shapiro in memory of 

beloved wife Eileen – wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
sister

Joel Sherman 
Ethel Shulam in memory of 

my beloved daughter 
Debby

Sandra and Arnold Shuman
Myra Siegel in memory of  

my beloved husband, 
Stanley Siegel

Judi and Steve Simmons
Bruce Singer in honor of  

my 89-year-old father, 
Daniel – Happy Father’s 
Day

Leeta Sinrich in honor of  
my great-granddaughter’s 
first birthday, Mila Rose

Barbara and Stephen Smidt 
in memory of Ida Simon, 
Josef Engel, and Stanley 
Simons

Janice and Bob Smith
Gary and Harriet Soiref
Alfred and Marlene Spiller  

in memory of Bob Lappin
Tsipa Stanik
James Sullivan
Lauren and Larry Swartz
Bruce Swinger
Allen Talewsky
Fruma Tanzer
Ruth and David Titelbaum
Sonya Tuck
Herb and Audrey Weinstein
Stephen Weinstein
Anne Winograd
Anita Wornick
Diane Young
Vera Levina
Ellen Zellner
Harry Zeltzer
Diane Zold-Gross in memory 

of Hannah Zold

$150,000 
By Aug. 31

$90,000 
Donations 
received

2020 JOURNAL  
FUNDRAISING GOAL

CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY

AND THANK YOU TO ALL OUR ANONYMOUS DONORS

PUBLISHING UPDATE

In April, when the effects of COVID-19 
in our area were ratcheting up I reported 
to you, our readers, that the future of 
The Jewish Journal was uncertain. I am 
pleased to report that you have responded 
generously and that our cost-saving 
measures are working. We have received 
hundreds of donations totaling $90,000 
and the foreseeable future looks promising. 
We still have $60,000 to raise and we are 
confident that our readership will respond. 
Please take the time to make a contribution 
to your Jewish Journal now. 

Now is a good time to take a look 
around and see where we are. We are 
delivering on our mission of connecting our 
Jewish Community at a time when there is 
upheaval on so many levels. It is our intent 
that this paper serve as a connector and an 
uplifter that brings us together.

We are fortunate that our vibrant and 
dynamic Jewish Community provides 
compelling stories and individuals to write 
about and celebrate. In most challenging 
times there is a silver lining to look for and 
that is true now. We live in complicated 

times and no matter what one’s personal 
view, keeping kindness, respect and 
positivity in mind as you go about your day 
to day life inevitably leads to a tighter knit 
community. 

We do not often acknowledge our 
advertisers. They provide this paper with 
about 2/3 of the revenue that we need to 
be able to continue to exist. We do feel that 
we offer great value to our advertisers by 
connecting their products and services to 
our readers. Many of our advertisers are 
small, local businesses, run by people you 
know. As we begin to safely venture out 
please keep our advertisers, your partners 
in this free paper, in mind. Patronize them, 
thank them, be kind to them, give them 
words of encouragement. They have been 
through a lot and warrant our support.  

In the somewhat altered words of Dr. 
Seuss I’d say “The Jewish Journal is in 
pretty good shape for the shape we are in.”  
I hope you are too. 

Neil D. Donnenfeld
President,  

Jewish Journal Board of Overseers 

To donate online, visit jewishjournal.org,  
or send your gift to the Jewish Journal,  

P.O. Box 2089, Salem, MA 01970
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