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MARBLEHEAD – Friday, May 
1 was supposed to be another 
workday for Phil Padulsky. While 
many residents across the state 
had been working from home 
since the Covid-19 pandemic 
began almost two months earli-
er, Phil did not have that option 
and was considered an essen-
tial worker. He had been in the 
food industry since he was a kid, 
helping his dad with the family 
business, and eventually serv-
ing as food service director at 
school districts in Marblehead, 
Gloucester, and Stoneham. 

At 56, Phil was still a food ser-
vice director in private indus-
try. At the end of his shift on 
May 1, the weekend beckoned 
– but Phil noticed that he had 
a dry cough, and was feeling 
achy. When he arrived home 
in Marblehead, he decided to 
take a nap. Then he sat down 
to have dinner with his wife, 
Stacey. “I couldn’t taste anything 
when I had dinner,” said Phil, 
who suspected he might have 
contracted the coronavirus. By 
then, there had been 62,000 
Covid-19 cases in the state, with 
3,716 deaths. 

The following day he started 
to spike a fever and decided 
to get tested for the virus. By 
the end of the weekend, he 
learned he had tested posi-
tive and decided to recuperate 
in his basement – afraid that 
he might pass the virus on to 
Stacey or his in-laws, Joe and 
Bonny Glixman, who live with 
the couple. 

For the next five days, Phil’s 
fevers got worse. On May 5, he 
spent the day alone in the base-
ment and missed his 30th anni-
versary with Stacey. 

Meanwhile, during that week, 
Stacey noticed that her father, 
Joe, who is 79 and a retired 
jeweler from Point of Pines in 
Revere, had developed a cough 
and some weakness throughout 
his body. Joe also took a Covid 
test and learned that it was pos-
itive. With her father and hus-
band ailing, Stacey picked up 
the phone on May 8 and called 
for two ambulances. Phil and 
Joe were brought to North Shore 
Medical Center in Salem. 

“I remember the ride over. It 
was Friday and misty and the 
ambulance driver said, ‘You’ll 
be back home in a couple of 
hours, you’ll be OK,’” said Phil. 
“But when I got to the emergen-
cy room, I was in the hallway 
and burning up with a fever. 
They whisked me into a room 
and put on ice blankets to cool 
me off.” 

Placed in a bed opposite his 
father-in-law, Phil knew some-
thing was seriously wrong. “My 
first thought was I wouldn’t wish 
this on my worst enemy. I had 
a high fever, confusion, a flu 
times 10. I was very lethargic, 

delirious, wanting to sleep, and 
at night I was sweating, cough-
ing, and feeling miserable,” he 
said. 

By Sunday, May 10, Phil’s sta-
tus was deteriorating quickly. 
His fevers had reached as high 
as 105; his oxygen levels had 
dropped, and he couldn’t stop 
coughing. He was delirious and 
couldn’t even remember what 
he was saying. That’s when the 
doctors decided to put him in 
a medically induced coma and 
place him on a ventilator. 

“The doctors said my breath-
ing was getting a little shallow, 
and that they would have to 
put me on a ventilator,” Phil 
recalled. “They said they had 
had no complications so far 
from ventilators. I told my wife 
I was scared, and she said ‘Stay 
strong, you got this.’”

After Phil was put into a 
coma and placed on a ventila-
tor, doctors performed the same 
procedures on his father-in-law, 
Joe. Stacey and their son Lance 
would FaceTime Phil while he 
was in the coma, and tell him 
they loved him and that he 
would eventually recover and 
return home. 

“I could hear Stacey telling 
me she loved me, and my son 
saying when you come home 
we’ll go golfing. I didn’t realize 
how bad it was because I was 
asleep,” said Phil. 

As Phil and Joe battled to 
stay alive, Stacey noticed that 
her mother, Bonny, had come 
down with a cough and that her 
oxygen levels were low. Stacey, 
trained as a medical assistant, 

called for another ambulance. 
Soon, Bonny was at the same 
hospital as her husband and 
son-in-law, and also had tested 
positive for Covid-19. 

“I was all alone, freaking out, 
thinking each and every one 
was going to leave me,” said 
Stacey. To make matters worse, 
Phil’s kidneys failed, forcing him 
to be treated with dialysis. 

Around that time, Lance’s 
fiancé, Mia – a pharmacist – 
suggested that Phil receive con-
valescent plasma therapy, an 
experimental treatment that 
some doctors use for people 
with severe Covid-19. She also 
suggested that he be given rem-
desivir, a drug that has shown 

some success in battling the 
virus. Doctors agreed, and 
Phil became the first Covid-19 
patient at the hospital to receive 
the dual treatment.

Meanwhile, Stacey was pro-
hibited from visiting her hus-
band and parents in the hospi-
tal, so she stayed in her home. 
She reached out to Rabbi David 
Meyer of Temple Emanu-El, who 
kept the family in his prayers. 
She was filled with anxiety dur-
ing the month of May. 

“It was horrible. I had to rely 
on the doctors and I would sit 
in the same spot on my couch 
all day waiting for the time 
when the doctor would call and 
give me an update,” she said. 

“Sometimes my body just froze 
and I couldn’t hear what the 
doctor said; I got so scared. If it 
was bad news, which it usually 
was, I couldn’t talk for the day.”

After a week, her mother got 
stronger and was released from 
the hospital. And with the new 
treatments, Phil’s vital signs 
began to improve. After 17 days, 
Phil came out of the coma, and 
was taken off of the ventilator. 
Soon, Stacey was speaking to 
Phil on FaceTime. He tried to 
speak but could just whisper. 
Finally a doctor gave him a pen 
and paper, and Phil wrote the 
word “pup.”

“The doctor said he wants a 
puppy. And everyone was clap-
ping on the phone,” said Stacey, 
who added that they will name 
the dog Will as a reminder of 
Phil’s will to live. 

In early June, the hospital’s 
intensive care unit workers 
applauded as Phil was wheeled 
out of the unit and brought to a 
waiting ambulance. He was on 
his way to Spaulding rehab. He 
spent 17 days learning how to 
walk again, and after two nega-
tive Covid-19 tests, was released 
on June 18. As he was leaving, 
he passed his father-in-law, 
who had just been transferred 
to Spaulding. 

“I said, ‘Hey Joe, you’ll be 
fine,’” said Phil, who was greet-
ed at home with a parade of 50 
cars filled with friends and fam-
ily – including a Marblehead fire 
truck.

Since then, the Padulskys 
have tried to resume their lives, 
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How a family found the will to survive COVID-19

Nurses and doctors applaud as Phil Padulsky is transferred to the Spaulding Rehab in Boston after he spent a month battling the coronavirus. 
At right, Padulsky, and his in-laws Bonny and Joe Glixman. 

Joe Glixman after he was taken off the ventilator last month. continued on page 14
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WEST ROXBURY – Jamie 
Cotel, the executive director of 
the Jewish Cemetery Association 
of Massachusetts, placed a stone 
on a newly dedicated memorial 
at the Baker Street Memorial

Park in West Roxbury. Putting 
a stone on a memorial is a Jewish 
mourning custom, and on July 9, 
the stone commemorated the 
impact that Covid-19 has left on 
the Jewish community.

On that day, Cotel helped 
dedicate a Covid-19 memorial in 
a ceremony at the association’s 
Baker Street Memorial Park. 
Some, like her, were at the cere-
mony, while others participated 
virtually, with all sharing heart-
felt words about a still-unfolding 
crisis.

The memorial reads, “In 
Memory of Those Lost During 
the COVID-19 Pandemic. And 
the People Mourned as One 
Community.” 

Cotel told the Jewish Journal 
that for the past few months, the 
Jewish Cemetery Association of 
Massachusetts had wanted to 
dedicate a memorial for those 
who died during the Covid-19 
pandemic. She said the memori-
al was the first in Massachusetts 
and potentially in North America 
as well.

The idea to hold a coronavirus 
memorial ceremony came from 
Rabbi Suzanne Offit, an alumna 
of Hebrew College and a chap-
lain who until recently was affil-
iated with Hebrew SeniorLife, 
which has nine residential facili-
ties in Greater Boston.

“This came from an idea of 
working to respond to the com-
munity,” Offit said in a phone 
interview. “As a rabbi and chap-
lain, I listen a lot, respond to 
needs of people. There was a 
very profound need unan-
swered, because of the unique 
situation we’re living in.”

Offit found organizations that 
partnered to realize her goal ‒ 

including Hebrew College, the 
Jewish Cemetery Association 
of Massachusetts, Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies of Greater 
Boston, and the Massachusetts 
Board of Rabbis. She called these 
four organiza-tions “really inte-
gral” in “helping me take my 
vision and making it a reality.”

“[The] desire to create a com-
munal time to pause and reflect 
was what came first,” Offit said.

She credited “a very gener-
ous man” – Steve Schneider, 
the principal of Slotnick 
Monuments in Everett – with a 
donation that helped create the 
multi-piece granite memorial at 
the end of the memorial park.

Reflecting on the perhaps 
unprecedented nature of a 
Covid-19 memorial, Offit said, 
“Most memorials are created 
after the problem. This was a 
unique action to create a memo-
rial in the middle of a pandemic.”

She estimated that the pro-
cess took “maybe six weeks or 
more.” Its dedication date cor-
responds to the 17th of Tammuz 
on the Hebrew calendar – “the 
Jewish day of mourning,” Offit 
explained.

Offit, who gave the introduc-
tory remarks during the cere-
mony, told the Journal that“[the] 

idea was that [the 17th of 
Tammuz] is a day of mourning, 
we would come together, with 
a new lens on our mourning 
practice.”

“The challenges of this time 
have only underscored the 
yearning that people feel for 
connection to each other and to 
the sacred traditions that have 
sustained our people through- 
out history,” Rabbi Sharon 
Cohen Anisfeld, president of 
Hebrew College, said in a state-
ment. “The forms can and must 
adapt to the moment, but the 
essential yearning for meaning 
and connection endures.”

The biggest part of the memo-

rial is the stone commemorating 
those who died during the coro-

navirus pandemic, inscribed 
with the Hebrew phrase zichro-
na livracha, or “may their mem-
ory be a blessing.” During the 
ceremony, names of 39 individu-
als who died during the pan-
demic were listed for the on-
screen audience.

Two benches complement 
the memorial stone, one honor-
ing those who died alone, with 
no one to even say Kaddish for 
them; and one honoring what it 
calls the “last responders” work-
ing at cemeteries to bury the 
dead.

During the ceremony, Rabbi 

Karen Landy, a chaplain with 
Hebrew SeniorLife, shared what 
it was like to care for coronavi-
rus patients in person, whom 
she referred to through pseud-
onyms. Her first patient to 
test positive, Ruth, had been a 
Kindertransport refugee from

Europe in the months lead-
ing up to World War II. Her two 
daughters could not come to see 
her in the nursing home because 
of coronavirus restrictions.

Another patient, Gigi, was a 
Holocaust survivor from Poland 
who tested positive in May. Her

husband and their two sons 
had predeceased her, but she 
continued to present a hopeful 
attitude, Landy said. Gigi could 
sing in four languages and sug-
gested that Barbra Streisand 
could play her in a movie.

“Gigi died surrounded by 
the staff who had taken care of 
her for eight years,” Landy said. 
“When it came time to bury her, 
we were there, that same staff 
and the last responders, the 
groundskeepers at Baker Street 
Cemeteries and the staff from 
JCAM. She was not alone.

“This pandemic has taken 
away so many of our grounding 
rituals, but we are merging with 
a deeper sense of compassion 
and empathy, of love and pres-
ence, and I cry out, ‘El Na Refa

Na La,’ please, God, allow us 
to find healing in this place of 
brokenness. Amen.”

A memorial that ensures no Jew lost to COVID-19 dies alone

Photo: Jewish Cemetery Association of Massachusetts
The Covid-19 memorial at the Baker Street Memorial Park in West Roxbury. 

UK Home Secretary blasts Twitter, Instagram,  
over anti-Semitic posts

LONDON – Home Secretary 
of the United Kingdom Priti 
Patel demanded an explanation 
from Twitter and Instagram on 
Sunday regarding the length 
of time anti-Semitic posts by 
British rapper Richard Kylea 
Cowie Jr., aka Wiley, were 
allowed to remain online before 
being taken down.

“The antisemitic posts from 
Wiley are abhorrent. They should 
not have been able to remain 
on Twitter and Instagram for so 
long and I have asked them for 
a full explanation. Social media 
companies must act much faster 
to remove such appalling hatred 
from their platforms,” wrote 
Patel.

The British rapper, a recipi-
ent of the Order of the British 
Empire (MBE), tweeted on July 

24 that Jews “make me sick” after 
he was accused of posting anti-
Semitic tweets earlier in the day.

Among the tweets he is under 
fire for is one stating that there 
are “2 sets of people who nobody 
has really wanted to challenge 

#Jewish & #KKK [Ku Klux Klan] 
but being in business for 20 years 
you start to understand why.” He 
also asked if it’s anti-Semitic “to 
say Jewish people have power” 
and asserted that “Israel is not 
your [Jews’] country.”

Wiley doubled down on his 
tweets after several people on 
Twitter accused him of anti-
Semitism.

“I’m not anti-semetic [sic] I’m 
anti slippery people,” he tweet-
ed. “There’s a difference.”

The rapper also tweeted, 
“Jewish people you make me 
sick and I will not budge hold 
this corn.”

According to the Campaign 
Against Anti-Semitism (CAA), 
holding corn is “is a slang 
expression meaning that they 
should be shot,” although others 
have said that the “hold corn” 
phrase is British slang for telling 
someone to “take the L [loss].”

Wiley also retweeted a post 
that read, “Im [sic] so sick of 
f____ing Jews at this point. You 
are the most vile people in the 
history of humanity.”

The CAA condemned Wiley’s 
tweets in a statement.

“Likening Jews to the KKK 
is a hideous anti-Semitic slur, 
which Wiley can add to the anti-
Semitic tropes he has tweeted 
about Jewish power and Jews in 
business,” the statement read. 
“He joins a number of celebri-
ties who have promoted anti-
Semitic themes or individuals 
in recent weeks, some of whom 
have apologized and sought 
rehabilitation. Wiley must 
immediately do the same, oth-
erwise no respectable label or 
manager should work with him 
ever again.”

- JNS.org 
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Finally returning to Shabbat 
morning services after a four-
month absence “is like oxy-
gen,” said Rabbi Yossi Lipsker 
of Chabad of the North Shore in 
Swampscott. Two weeks ago, the 
Hasidic synagogue eased into a 
cautious, phased reopening fol-
lowing state guidelines.  

With the help of Chabad’s 
Covid-19 task force, headed by 
Peter Nathan of Swampscott, 
Shabbat services are now being 
held from 11 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m. inside of interconnecting 
tents on the Chabad grounds 
on Burrill Street. In the second 
week of the phased reopening 
last week, 30 people attended 
services in Swampscott, “which 
is around the limit we feel com-
fortable with,” said Lipsker. The 
main shul building remains 
closed. 

Congregants must fill out a 
form attesting to their health, 
RSVP if they plan to attend, and 
wear a mask for the entire length 
of the service and while on shul 
property, according to Chabad’s 
website, nsjewish.com. 

A weekday minyan, usually 
Thursday, will also be held out-
doors on Chabad grounds “for 
people who have yahrzeit to say 
Kaddish,” said Lipsker.    

Like Chabad of Swampscott, 
Chabad of Peabody also has 
a large tent on its grounds for 
Shabbat and Sunday services. 

“People came in the 
flesh,” said Rabbi Nechemia 
Schusterman. “There is no 
Zoom on Shabbat [for the 
Orthodox], nothing electron-
ic, just in-person.” Last week, 
Chabad of Peabody’s first in-
person Shabbat service since 
the pandemic shut down syna-
gogues in mid-March drew only 
eight congregants.  

“It’s tricky for people,” 
Schusterman said, referring to 
members being hyper-cautious 
about attending group gather-
ings.

“Now that we have the tent, 
we’ll string lights, make it homey, 
and I’ll try our Wednesday 
Torah class. There’s room for 50 
people to sit while social dis-
tancing. Even if it’s set up like a 
class, there’s still enough room” 
because the tent is 60 feet x 40 
feet. Sunday’s service in the tent 
was a hybrid of in-person and 

Zoom, Schusterman added.  
At Congregation Shirat 

Hayam in Swampscott, there are 
no plans for in-person Shabbat 
services. But on July 14, the 
Conservative temple began 
opening for in-person services 
on Tuesday nights and Thursday 
mornings while continuing its 
Zoom options. Its website, shi-
rathayam.org, states that among 
other guidelines, contact tracing 
will take place, social distanc-
ing applies, and masks must be 
worn. 

On Thursday morning July 
23, only Rabbi Michael Ragozin, 
Cantor Alty Weinreb, and two 
others attended the service in 
person, but 14 “regulars” viewed 
via Zoom, according to 20-year 
regular, Herb Goldberg. 

Shirat Hayam’s daily minyans, 
conducted in collaboration with 
Temple Sinai of Marblehead, are 
held online at 7:30 a.m. and 7 
p.m. every weekday.    

Other synagogues and tem-
ples have no plans to offer in-
person services just yet. 

Rabbi Richard Perlman of 
Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody 
said the only in-person event 
planned is the Tashlich ser-

vice the second day of Rosh 
Hashanah on Sept. 19, since the 
symbolic casting off of sins falls 
on Shabbat this year.  

Services at the Conservative 
temple are broadcast over 
Zoom, YouTube, and Facebook, 
often resulting in “hundreds of 
clicks” from people tuning in 
from New Jersey, Oklahoma, and 
elsewhere to say Kaddish, said 
Perlman. For a Havdalah service 
on a Saturday evening, “hun-
dreds of viewers join in.” 

Perlman and Associate Rabbi 
Bernie Horowitz conduct ser-
vices from their homes while 
there is a virtual bimah in the 
background. 

For Marblehead’s Temple 
Emanu-El, there are no plans for 
indoor services. 

“There is no safe way to do it 
and people aren’t clamoring for 
it,” said Rabbi David Meyer of 
the Reform congregation. 

The only planned gathering 
as of now is an Aug. 7 outdoor 
service, according to the tem-
ple’s online calendar. 

Meanwhile, attendance at 
several synagogues – because of 
Zoom – has been waxing rather 
than waning. 

“Since COVID, attendance has 
been very strong in the morning 
and evening for weekday min-
yans,” said Rabbi Ragozin of 
Shirat Hayam. “There’s a sense of 
camaraderie and togetherness 
with people saying Kaddish.”

Brian Cohen has hard-

ly missed a minyan on Zoom 
since March, whereas he used 
to attend Shirat Hayam services 
only on Shabbat. He sang the 
praises of Zoom. 

“There’s no traffic. You can 
do it on a phone while driving 
to work. We are all learning. You 
can turn it off while multitask-
ing and you are still counted 
for the minyan,” said Cohen. “I 
get outside of the bubble of my 
home, have contact with others, 
perform a mitzvah by making a 
minyan. It’s incredibly fulfilling 
to me.”   
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Chabad and Shirat Hayam begin in-person services, 
while other synagogues continue virtual gatherings

Photo: Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff  
Rabbi Yossi Lipsker of Chabad of the North Shore stands under a tent 
erected for Shabbat services in Swampscott.    

At Chabad, congregants 
must fill out a form 

attesting to their health, 
and wear a mask for the 

entire length  
of the service. 
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By Rabbi Yossi Lipsker
 

Not since 4 August 70 CE 
have the Jewish people 
taken this kind of hit 

on communal Jewish worship. 

Yes we had the Inquisition, the 
pogroms, and, of course, the 
Holocaust. And yes, the Romans 
butchered our people like cattle. 
But like the Greeks during the 
story of Hanukkah, once our 
public prayers were silenced 
and the flames of our Menorah 
extinguished they seemed less 
threatened by our presence.

This is different. This is Covid-
19. This virus hates you regard-
less of whom you hate. There 
are no alliances to be formed, 
no fifth column to develop, no 
collaborators. Covid is an inde-
pendent operator. Covid doesn’t 
care who or what you believe in, 
who you voted for, or who you 
pray to. Covid will cancel you 
regardless of who you cancelled. 
Covid can’t be bought off.

 However, as I started to say, 
the last time synagogue life took 
this type of hit was over 2000 
years ago on Tisha B’Av. This 
year Tisha B’Av (the saddest day 
on the Jewish calendar, mark-
ing the destruction of both holy 
Temples in Jerusalem on this 
same date) occurred on July 28.

For me, it was my first real 
Tisha B’Av. For real. I finally get 
it. I get what it must have felt like 
to lose the entire environmental 

structure of Jewish identity.
The broader human sense of 

people feeling stripped down 
to the bare bones, to the core 
of who we are, when all the lay-
ers that coat us (work, society, 
religion etc…) are peeled away 
… forcing us to ask ourselves 
the question: Who are we when 
the music that accompanies the 
melody of our voice has been 
turned down? When the sound 
of our voice is no longer shaped 
by its harmony with surround-
ing voices? What happens if, 
after finally hearing our voice 
for real; alone, unvarnished ... 
we don’t like it? Or even worse, 
what happens if as a result of 
this mandated solitude, we dis-
cover upon hearing our voice 
like that for the first time, that 
we don’t even recognize it? What 
if we discover that our voice was 
only a voice that sang to the 
music around it, as opposed to 
the music playing around our 
voice?

It’s like looking in the mirror 
for the first time and feeling dis-
appointed … or thrilled?

We are caught in the desola-
tion between two Tisha B’Avs 
– both of them holding up that 
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Tisha B’Av, the ninth day of the Hebrew 
month of Av, began Wednesday eve-
ning. Traditionally, Jews have fasted on 

this day that marks the destruction of both of 
Jerusalem’s holy temples in 423 BCE and 70 
CE. The ninth of Av has long been a reminder 
of difficult moments in Jewish history. In 1313 
BCE, as noted in the Torah, the spies returned 
from a mission to the Promised Land on the 
ninth of Av to report that the land “consumes 
its inhabitants.” On this same day, The Bar 
Kochba revolt against the Romans in 133 ended 
in defeat. Also, in 1290, England’s Jews were 
expelled, and in 1492, Jews were banished from 
Spain. Numerous other tragedies have occurred 
on Tisha B’Av that have directly impacted 
Jews, including the mass deportation from the 
Warsaw Ghetto, which began on July 23, 1942.

Coincidence or not, this day looms large in 
Jewish history. Traditionally, Jews give charity 
and spend much of the day in deep contempla-
tion. These days we have a lot to contemplate, 
and Tisha B’Av is an opportunity to slow down 
and remove oneself from popular culture and 
the ever-persistent news cycle.

If tragedy can repeatedly occur on the same 
day than surely there must be room for some-
thing good to also happen on Tisha B’Av. On 
this day, one might take a moment to connect 
with their soul.

We are in the middle of a pandemic, but on 
this day perhaps you can go for a walk, sit on 
the beach, or find a patch of open space in your 
favorite forest. Or simply pull up a chair in your 
kitchen and relax. Breathe deeply and slowly, 
and try to let go of the meaningless things 
you’ve been carrying around. Think about the 
sanctity of life, family, and what’s important to 
you. Take a moment and look to the heavens in 
amazement.

After a few minutes you’ll most likely appre-
ciate this gift of introspection and letting go. 
While it may not change your life, it could be 
a reminder that we do not control everything 
and that we live amid an infinite universe that 
is more than just our thoughts. In this reflec-
tion, perhaps we can reach a point where we 
understand that there are not always answers to 
everything, and that the only thing we can con-
trol is our actions.

Tisha B’Av

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I completely agree with your 
editorial (“Anti-Semitism and 
Black Lives Matter,” July 16, 
Jewish Journal) as well as the 
letter from Richard Sherman 
supporting David Rosenberg’s 
letter. I also completely disagree 
with Len Maas who seems to 
want to downplay all the anti-
Semitic vitriol from BLM from 
the top down.

The support he gives them 

is undeserved. Jews have a 
very long history of supporting 
blacks way before it became 
fashionable to put a BLM sign 
on your lawn.

Jewish guilt has no place in 
this dialogue and BLM has to 
earn our support but it doesn’t 
seem to be on their agenda and 
platform.

Peter Flato
Ipswich  

Bob Remis recently passed 
away. This community really 
lost a great human being. He 
was such a gentleman.

Bob and I used to play tennis 
every week at the tennis club 
at 8 a.m. He would walk in and 
say he was not 100 percent and 
go on beat me 6 to 0. I would 
always say to him that he grew 

up in a rich family that him gave 
tennis lessons while I grew up 
in the slums of Lynn. He would 
laugh and go on to tell me about 
the greatest shot I made in the 
third set and make me feel like I 
always won the match.

He really was a class act.
Jack Stahl

Lynn

Jews and BLM

Bob Remis was a class act

Marking Tisha B’Av:  
Where do we go from here?

“Where and how do you pray for the loss of the holy Temples when your shul is closed too?” writes 
Rabbi Yossi Lipsker. 
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By Herbert Belkin

In a recent opinion piece in 
the New York Times, Jewish 
columnist Peter Beinart 

writes that he has given up hope 
for a two-state solution between 
Israelis and Palestinians. Beinart 
goes even further with his explo-
sive statement that he “no lon-
ger believes in a Jewish state.”

Beinart tries to justify his 
position with arguments that 
over 600,000 Jewish settlers liv-
ing in the West Bank eliminate 
any possibility of a two-state 
solution. He goes on to cite that 
before the Holocaust, many 
Zionists did not believe that a 
Jewish nation-state was “central 
in the Zionist movement” and 
it was only after the Holocaust 
that a Jewish state became the 
guiding principle of Zionism. 

Beinart expands his point 
by saying that a binational 
Palestinian-Israeli state would 
bring “liberation” to Israelis as 
well as Palestinians. This recon-
stituted state would have equal 
rights and voting power for both 
groups. 

Most Jews have to catch their 
breath, if not their temper, upon 
reading Beinart’s transforma-
tion of Israel from a Jewish state 
to a hybrid state that Jews and 
Palestinians would govern joint-
ly. To counter Beinart, there are 
three major reasons why Israel 
must continue as a Jewish state.

First, Beinart bolsters his 
position with the example of the 
conflict between Catholics and 
Protestants in Northern Ireland. 
His point is that the Catholics 
and Protestants were finally able 
to reach a political accommoda-
tion. Beinart does not mention 
that both parties were Irishmen 
living under established British 
law and spoke the same lan-
guage. What Beinart fails to 

mention that comes closer to 
the Israeli-Palestinian situa-
tion is India, where there was 
a bloody separation between 
Hindus and Muslims that led 
to Hindu India and Muslim 
Pakistan – separation, not inte-
gration. Even Israel’s northern 
neighbor Lebanon, with its 
religious differences between 
Christians and Muslims, was 
unable to form a unified gov-
ernment. Deep-seated differ-
ences – be they religious, ethnic, 
or political –divide, not unify. 

A second reason why the 
Israelis would refuse to give up 
their sovereignty as a Jewish 
state is pragmatic. Even if the 
long-standing enmity between 
Israelis and Palestinians could 
be resolved, an integrated state 
between the two groups would 
have to contend with basic, but 

critical, questions. What would 
be the official language(s) – 
Hebrew, Arabic with a dash of 
English thrown in? What would 
a proposed school system teach 
that would be acceptable to 
both groups? What religious 
holidays would be observed 
and would Sabbath be cel-
ebrated on Fridays, Saturdays, 
or both? And what about the 
Palestinian insistence on imple-
menting “The Right of Return,” 
which calls for any refugee or 
descendent of a Palestinian 
refugee – which includes more 
than 5 million people – what is 
now Israel and the Palestinian 
territories? Would the returning 
refugees demand return of their 
former properties and, if not, 
would they want reparations? 

To add to the complexities 
of integration, what role would 

Muslim Sharia law play in gov-
ernance? These are questions 
of how two different societies 
would have to sublimate their 
religious and ethnic identities to 
live together under one national 
roof. Not likely, given the inabil-
ity to achieve peace over the 
course of decades.

The last reason why Beinart’s 
proposed end of Israel as a 
Jewish state, and the most emo-
tional, comes from worldwide 
Jewry. Jews know that their 
2,000-year exile subjected their 
ancestors to cruel and pervasive 
subjugation as an alien people 
living on the fringes of Christian 
and Muslim society. Jewish 
nationalism, growing at the end 
of the 19th century and given 
shape and vision by Herzl’s 
Zionism, brought the realization 
that only in their own homeland 

could Jews control their lives 
and futures. This lesson of sur-
vival was brought home forcibly 
and with stark necessity by the 
industrial killing of six million 
Jews during the Holocaust. The 
urgency of a Jewish homeland 
was realized by the 1947 United 
Nations’ vote for a state of Israel 
followed by four major Israeli-
Arab wars that Israelis fought to 
protect and preserve a Jewish 
homeland. 

Beinart and his proposal 
for an Israel that is no longer 
a Jewish state seems to dis-
regard the lessons of modern 
history when Jews fought and 
died for what has now become 
sacred soil. Beinart in his New 
York Times opinion piece pre-
sented his concept of Israelis 
and Palestinians living together 
in an integrated nation without 
consideration of the multifac-
eted differences that make such 
a state unlikely, unworkable if 
not impossible.

The glory of Zionism and the 
founding of Israel is that Jews 
now have a home, a place of ref-
uge separated from the corro-
sive persecution that was their 
fate during exile. With Israel no 
longer a Jewish state and with 
Palestinian voting rights, how 
secure is the Law of Return that 
allows any Jew a home in Israel? 
With those same Arab voting 
rights, how long would it be 
for millions of Arab refugees to 
claim entrance to a state that 
was no longer majority Jewish?

If you asked whether Israelis 
should accede to the loss of 
their Jewish nation, what do you 
think their answer would be? If 
you were asked the same ques-
tion, what would your answer 
be? 

Herbert Belkin writes from 
Swampscott. 

By Michael Widlanski

JERUSALEM – Israel has vanquished 
many crises in its 72 years, but the cur-
rent virus crisis is one of the strongest 
and strangest – a hybrid affair granting 
big mileage to the media who them-
selves are more distrusted than ever.

Some lead-
ers faced public 
wrath after mis-
handling wars 
in 1973, 2000 
or 2006 (Golda 
Meir, Ehud 

Barak, and Ehud Olmert), or economic 
mismanagement (Menachem Begin’s 
Likud produced record inflation in the 
1970s). Those crises reduced their popu-
larity and eventually forced them from 
office.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
however, faces a virus crisis that even 
his foes admit he did not cause. Also, he 
entered the crisis as Israel’s economic 
situation was quite good and his own 
standing still quite strong, despite being 
the target of corruption charges. Polls 
still show he is the number one choice 
for prime minister.

Why?
For one, Israel deftly defeated the 

worst element of the virus crisis in 
March/April, using social distancing, 
short-term lockdowns and border clos-
ings. Its casualty toll was lower than 
almost any developed country. In addi-
tion, Netanyahu is a world-renowned 
“player,” with a foreign policy that has 
netted major achievements with the 

U.S., India and with Arab and African 
countries.

Yet, Netanyahu had serious lapses in 
the crisis and did not prepare a long-
term recovery or maintenance plan. 
Israel was struck by a second wave of 
virus and a typhoon of unemployment 
(estimates of over 21 percent).

Moreover, the public got conflicting 
messages from officials who seemed to 
be fighting turf battles over who should 
handle virus testing. They could not 
agree whether or how to re-open schools, 
or whether to close down or limit swim-
ming pools and gyms. But seemingly 
they were not worried about opening 
large stores or public demonstrations.

F-A-U-D-A. That is the Arabic word 
that is also the title of a famous Israeli TV 
series. It means ANARCHY. That sums 
up the impression of disorder that has 
plagued Netanyahu and senior officials 
in the last six weeks.

“I don’t believe anything they are tell-
ing us anymore,” asserted Ami Cohen, 
who owns the Say Wedding Hall in 
Rishon Lezion, a prosperous business in 
a once-bustling and fast-growing town 
just south Tel Aviv, and he does not trust 
official promises of economic aid. Cohen 
and many of his colleagues say they will 
reopen their businesses in a few days in 
defiance of government rules regulating 
social contact in large indoor spaces.

Cohen, like others with restaurants, 
wedding halls, theater companies and 
comedy clubs, has been going bankrupt 
after being closed for five months. The 
government announced a relief package 
and subsidies, but many independent 

and small businesses got little or noth-
ing, while larger businesses seemed to 
be doing just fine and to have gotten 
subsidy checks.

Mounting discontent – some of it 
inside Netanyahu’s own political base – 
has cost him badly in the public opinion 
polls. He dropped from a high of 40 or 
42 (of 120) seats in various surveys to a 
level of 30 or 32. Despite this, however, 
Netanyahu would likely beat Yair Lapid 
(leader of Yesh Atid) or Benny Gantz 
(leader of Blue and White) in any elec-
tion. Yet, he is clearly sliding, and on 
every front he seems to be in trouble.

Netanyahu finds it very hard to con-

trol a large but internally divided coali-
tion that tugs in several directions, mak-
ing it hard to pass emergency rules and 
legislation. But his biggest problem is 
personal.

He faces a lingering cloud of cor-
ruption and a trial on three indictment 
charges. Some legal experts believe 
two of the three charges are weak and 
legally unprecedented. The trial may last 
many months, and this will hamstring 
Netanyahu. It will require his attention 
and demand that he raise large sums 
for his legal team just when he must 
handle the kind of complicated socio- 

Why Israel must continue as a Jewish state

Israel’s hybrid crisis

Photo: Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
Palestinians in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in Jerusalem. 

Police use a water cannon to disperse protesters in Jerusalem. 

Letter  
From 
Jerusalem

continued on page 16



By Michelle Harris
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

When fitness clubs shut down 
in March because of Covid-
19, residents across the North 
Shore were forced to rethink 
their workout regimens and 
come up with creative solutions 
to stay in shape. Now, although 
most gyms have reopened with 
restrictions, alternate exercise 
routines remain the norm.

Mary Pat Hawkins, health and 
wellness director at the Jewish 
Community Center of the North 
Shore in Marblehead, led the 
transition to an online schedule 
in March. “After the shutdown 
happened, we decided to get 
our butts in gear and get those 
Zoom classes going quickly,” 
she said. The JCCNS started live-
streaming classes within a week.

Now, it offers 38 virtual class-
es weekly, including yoga, sports 
and conditioning, senior fitness, 
Zumba, spinning, and Pilates. 
Most morning classes average 
between 20 and 35 people, but 
some have numbered as high 
as 80. Hawkins pointed out 
that classes are offered as a free 
resource for the community and 
some people participate from 
as far away as Maryland and 
Florida.  

Bea Paul of Marblehead is 89 
and ran the JCCNS preschool for 
27 years. Her exercise routine has 
not been affected much because 
she enjoys taking her regular fit-
ness classes online. She does vir-
tual JCC classes every Tuesday 
and Thursday morning and sup-
plements those with others she 
finds on YouTube. Although she 
misses in-person classes, she 
tries to look on the bright side. 
“I have to be grateful that I’m 
healthy and OK and my family’s 
OK,” she said.

For Barry Comak of Peabody, 
co-owner of Comak Brothers 
Landscaping, the changeover 
from Boston Sports Clubs on 
Route 1 to a home gym was 
virtually seamless. Although 
he hadn’t used his home gym 
in over a decade, he quickly 
upgraded his equipment and 
has used it religiously ever since. 

Comak doesn’t see himself 
going back to the gym anytime 
soon. “I think my wife would be 
anxious about it and it’s just not 
worth it to me,” he said. “This 

way, I’m getting everything done 
that I have to and I’m staying 
safe.” 

Even those who exercise out-
doors have had to adapt. Amy 
Powell of Swampscott, a com-
munications director, is a com-
petitive standup paddleboarder 
who has watched in disappoint-
ment as race after race has gone 
virtual, with individuals pad-
dling solo and recording their 
own times. Although Powell par-
ticipates in virtual racing, it is 
not the same. 

“Different weather condi-
tions and paddling environ-
ments can introduce variables 
that make it difficult to compare 
times among racers,” she said. 
“It’s not really apples-to-apples.” 

Steve Gottsegen of Peabody, 
a sales vice president, has found 
the changes in his fitness regi-
men especially challenging. Pre-
Covid, he was very much a crea-
ture of habit and was at the gym 
every morning. Now, he misses 
the structure and his twice-
weekly workouts with his per-
sonal trainer, who knows how 
to motivate him. Although still 
exercising at home, Gottsegen 
said that after being away from 
the gym for so long, he has not 
maintained his fitness level. 
“When I go back, it will be virtu-
ally like starting from scratch,” 
he said.

When it comes to building 
a creative workout, Michelle 
Fine, a dental hygienist from 
Swampscott, may just win the 
prize. During lockdown, she ini-
tially started knitting, crochet-
ing, and watching “every new 
show there was” on TV, but felt 
that she had stopped moving. 
When she realized she could 
barely walk up her stairs without 
becoming winded, she decided 
to do something about it. 

Fine began walking the small 
oval in her house – from dining 
room to kitchen to family room 
– for 15 minutes straight. She 
slowly increased her routine, 
adding miles and progressing 
to a slow jog. Now she regularly 
clocks 14 miles a day jogging 
in circles within the protective 
walls of her house. 

“Everybody thinks I’m 
insane,” Fine joked. “I get it, but 
at the end of the day I get it 
done. It doesn’t matter where I 
move as long as I’m moving.”
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Thinking outside the gym to stay fit during pandemic

Although he is a member of a health club, Barry Comak of Peabody 
opts to work out in his home gym.

JCCNS members have plenty of fitness options, including virtual 
classes, outdoor classes and exercise equipment.



By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

SALEM – Six months ago, 
the debut of “Jacob Lawrence: 
The American Struggle,” at the 
Peabody Essex Museum, was a 
milestone moment. It marked 
the first time the monumental 
series of paintings by Lawrence, 
the most widely known and 
influential Black American 
artist of the 20th century, had 
been seen together since its first 
showing 65 years ago.

Between 1954 and 1956, a 
tumultuous time during the 
Cold War, McCarthyism and the 
early years of the modern Civil 
Rights movement, Lawrence 
created 30 strikingly bold, lumi-
nous paintings that broaden the 
familiar narrative of the nation’s 
foundational decades by plac-
ing front and center Black peo-
ple, Native Americans, women 
and others whose stories were 
ignored in American history. 

The opportunity to see the 
much-anticipated and highly 
acclaimed exhibit was cut short 
in mid-March, when the muse-
um shut down due to the pan-
demic. 

Now, with the reopening of 
PEM on a limited basis, from 
Thursdays through Sundays, 
this timely and compelling show 
has been extended through 
Aug. 9. It will then move to a 
national tour that includes the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 
and the Phillips Collection in 
Washington, D.C.

Of the original, 25 panels are 
accounted for, while the loca-
tion of five remains unknown. 
The PEM exhibit includes repro-
ductions of the missing paint-
ings along with several that are 
too fragile to travel. PEM’s show 
adds a contemporary perspec-
tive with compelling work by 
artists Hank Willis Thomas, 
Bethany Collins and Derrick 
Adams. 

While modest in scale – each 
panel measures 12x16 inches – 
the tightly composed paintings 
are forceful and dynamic, capti-
vating viewers with energy and 
angular, sharp points. Working 
with egg tempera, Lawrence 
achieved highly saturated color 
in a style on the edge between 
figurative and abstract.  

Each panel is paired with 
text from historical documents 
and first-person accounts that 
Lawrence gathered in five years 
of intensive research at the read-
ing room at the Harlem branch 
of the New York Public Library.

At the entry point of 
the exhibit, Panel 2 (1954), 
“Massacre in Boston,” depicts 

the historic figure of Crispus 
Attucks, the fugitive slave who 
was murdered in 1770 by British 
soldiers, crouched in the fore-
front, clutching his chest and 
bleeding.

Lawrence’s visionary series is 
riveting and timely at a moment 
when the country grapples with 
its enduring history of racial 
inequality. 

“To look at Jacob Lawrence’s 
‘Struggle’ series in our world 
today and engage with themes 
of democracy, justice, truth 
and inclusion, I feel this call to 
action in more depth, in new 
light, and in new urgency,” PEM 
associate curator Lydia Gordon 
said in an email. 

Gordon joined the curatorial 
team of Elizabeth Hutton Turner 
and Austen Barron Bailly, who 
edited the nearly 200-page com-
panion catalog that includes 
annotated full-color images of 
each of the panels along with 
essays and other material. 

Early in Lawrence’s career, 
two Jewish connections were 
pivotal to Lawrence as he 
emerged as a New York City 
artist, one through the support 
of the Julius Rosenwald Fund, 

a philanthropy established by 
the Jewish owner of Sears; and 
the other, through his profes-
sional relationship with Edith 

Halpert, a pioneering woman 
in the American art world who 
featured Lawrence’s work at her 
Downtown Gallery.

In 1940-41, Lawrence was a 
Rosenwald fellow, which pro-
vided him financial support to 
develop Migration, his series 
that traced the arduous journey 
of Blacks from the Jim Crow 
South  to Northern cities.

The fellowship made it pos-
sible for Lawrence to rent stu-
dio space large enough to work 
on all of the  paintings in one 
place, according to Norman 
H. Finkelstein, the 
Framingham-based 
biographer and 
author of “Schools 
of Hope: How 
Julius Rosenwald 
Helped Change 
African American 
Education.” 

“The art is 
incredible,” said 
Finkelstein, a two-
time National 
Jewish book award 
recipient, who saw the PEM 
exhibit when it opened. He was 
struck by Lawrence’s deep dive 
into research. “Every painting is 
steeped in actual history.”

“Edith Halpert was very 
instrumental in Jacob Law-
rence’s career and his journey as 
an American artist,” PEM cura-
tor Gordon told the Journal in 
a conversation at the exhibit in 
late January. Halpert began rep-
resenting him when he was in 
his early twenties. 

Halpert, a Russian-born 
Jewish immigrant who died 

in 1970, was the subject of an 
exhibit at the Jewish Museum 
in New York last winter that 
included several of Lawrence’s 
paintings from the Migration 
series. 

Halpert saw meaningful links 
between the images Lawrence 
was depicting in Migration 
and the experience of Jewish 
immigrants, Gordon observed. 
Through Halpert’s efforts, the 
Migration series was published 
in Fortune magazine, sparking 
the interest of MOMA and the 
Philips Collection.

Jacob Lawrence 
became the first 
Black artist in 
MOMA’s collection 
in 1942, she point-
ed out. 

It was Rosen-
wald’s daughter, 
Adele Rosenwald 
Levy, who donat-
ed the funds 
for MOMA to 
acquire half of the 
Migration series, 

Finkelstein learned.
As he researched, Lawrence 

wrote that the Struggle series 
project evolved from one 
that told the story of African 
Americans to the story of the 
American people.

His goal was to “depict the 
struggles of a people to create 
a nation and their attempt to 
build a democracy.” 

More information and a 
virtual tour of the exhibit is fea-
tured on the museum’s website 
at pem.org. 
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Jacob Lawrence’s ‘American Struggle’ reopens at the PEM

Collection of Harvey and Harvey-Ann Ross/Courtesy PEM 
Jacob Lawrence, Massacre in Boston, Panel 2, 1955, from “Struggle: 
From the History of the American People.” 

Courtesy PEM 
Jacob Lawrence, Panel 5 (1955) from “Struggle: From the History of 
the American People” (1954–56). In this powerful image of slaves 
raising their arms with swords, breaking through shackles, Lawrence 
juxtaposes a quote from a petition for freedom by Felix, a slave, to 
the governor of Massachusetts.

Lawrence’s visionary 
series is riveting and 
timely at a moment 
when the country 
grapples with its 

enduring history of 
racial inequality.



FRIDAY, JULY 31
MORNING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7:30 a.m., Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore; 
ZOOM access: zoom.us/j/824963167, 
or dial in at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting 
ID: 824 963 167

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE, 
6 p.m., Temple Sinai, at facebook.com/ 
david.cohenhenriquez.

SHABBAT SERVICE, 6:15 p.m., 
Temple-Emanu-El, led by Rabbi Meyer at 
facebook.com/EmanuEl.Marblehead.

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE, 
6 p.m., Congregation Shirat Hayam of 
the North Shore; Zoom access: zoom.
us/j/743285503, or dial in at: (646) 558-
8656, Meeting ID: 743 285 503

SHABBAT SERVICE, 7 p.m.. 
Temple B’nai Abraham, contact office@
tbabeverly.org for zoom information

SHABBAT SERVICE, 7:30 p.m., 
Temple Tiferet Shalom, /venue.
streamspot.com/f413f069

SHABBAT SERVICE, 8 p.m., 
Temple Ner Tamid, templenertamid.org/

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1
PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT CIRCLE, 
9 - 9:30 a.m. Temple Ahavath 
Achim invites community for a fun, 
interactive family Shabbat service on 
Zoom geared to families with young 
children, ages 6 and younger. Older 
siblings, grandparents and friends are 
welcome. Free. For more information, 
contact Phoebe Potts at 978-281-0739 

or phoebetaa@gmail.com. Zoom: 
us02web.zoom.us/j/83975614786.

RENEWAL MINYAN, 9 a.m., 
Congregation Shirat Hayam of the 
North Shore, Zoom access: zoom.
us/j/118471216; Dial in: (646) 558-
8656, Meeting ID: 118 471 216

SHABBAT SERVICE, 9:30 a.m., 
Temple Ner Tamid, templenertamid.org.

SHABBAT SERVICE, 9:30 
a.m. Temple Tiferet Shalom, venue.
streamspot.com/f413f069

SHABBAT SERVICE, 10 a.m., 
Congregation Shirat Hayam of the 
North Shore, Zoom access: zoom.
us/j/118471216; Dial in: (646) 558-
8656, Meeting ID: 118 471 216

SHABBAT SERVICE,10 a.m., 
Temple B’nai Abraham, contact office@
tbabeverly.org for zoom information

HAVDALLAH PRAYER SERVICE, 
9:15 p.m., with Rabbi Yossi Lipsker, 
Chabad of the North Shore: facebook.
com/rebyossi

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2
MORNING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 9 a.m., Temple Sinai on 
facebook.com/david.cohenhenriquez.

SUNDAY MORNING STRETCH, 
FLOW AND MEDITATE with 
Allison Swartz, 9:30 a.m., visit jccns.
org/live-online-fitness-classes/ to join 
Zoom event.

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Temple Sinai 
on www.facebook.com/david.
cohenhenriquez 

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Temple Ner Tamid 
at templenertamid.org/

JOSH NELSON IN CONCERT, 
8 - 9 p.m. Presented by URJ Eisner 
Camp. A special concert with 
Josh Nelson. Free. Join and listen 
through Facebook: facebook. com/
events/856567534833739.

MONDAY, AUGUST 3
MORNING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7:30 a.m., Temple Sinai on 
facebook.com/david.cohenhenriquez 

STRONG WOMEN with Lara 
Goodman, 8:30 am., visit jccns.org/
live-online-fitness-classes/ to join Zoom 
event. 

FOREVER FIT WITH TABATHA 
KEATING, 10 a.m., visit jccns.org/
live-online-fitness-classes/ to join Zoom 
event. 

CHAIR YOGA with Julia! (For 
seniors), 11:30 a.m., visit jccns.org/
live-online-fitness-classes/ to join Zoom 
event. 

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Temple Sinai on 
facebook.com/david.cohenhenriquez. 

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Temple Ner Tamid 
at: templenertamid.org.

COLLEGE 101: YOUR INTRO TO 
COLLEGE LIFE, 7 - 8 p.m. Presented 
by Isreali American Council of Boston. 
First of a three-part series for freshmen. 
First lecture: Virtual Exposition Fair: the 
biggest Jewish and pro-Israel campus 
organizations will share the best tips for 
getting involved on campus. Register: 
israeliamerican.org/home/college.

ETHICS OF OUR FATHERS 
CLASS with Rabbi Sruli Baron, 7:30 
p.m., Chabad of the North Shore, 
Zoom access: zoom.us/j/5321741889, 
Meeting ID: 532 174 1889; One tap 
mobile: (929) 205-6099 ID: 532 174 
1889#.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4
MORNING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7:30 a.m., Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore; 
ZOOM access: zoom.us/j/824963167, 
or dial in at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting 
ID: 824 963 167

CALISTHENICS STRENGTH 
TRAINING with Coach Jeff, 9 a.m., 
visit jccns.org/live-online-fitness-
classes/ to join Zoom event. 
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Upcoming
Submit your online listings to calendar@jewishjournal.org

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington Street, Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Free parking ~ Closed Saturdays

V EVENT PLANNING V

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

COHEN  
P R O D U C T I O N S

PROFESSIONAL  
ENTERTAINMENT 

& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top

THE PERFECT VENUE 
FOR YOUR EVENT

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ

CONTACT US AT
781.207.9353

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

To advertise in 
the Event Planning 
directory, contact: 

lois@jewishjournal.org, 
marcy@jewishjournal.org, 

or call 
978-745-4111.

Consider us for your 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 

Weddings, Private Events, 
Special Occasions

978.744.5469 | SalemTrolley.com 

Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

TEL 978-531-3366  •  FAX 978-531-3060
www.suchangspeabody.com

SU •  CHANG’S
FINE CHINESE  CUISINE
373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

WE ARE OPEN  
FOR INSIDE  

DINING!
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED.
TAKE-OUT IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE  

FOR YOUR SPECIAL FUNCTION OR BBQ.
TEMPORARILY CLOSED ON MONDAYS.

222 Humphrey St., 781-732-9119
Swampscott641.CBDrx4u.com
swampscott641@cbdrx4u.com

Swampscott
mention this ad and get 20% off

tm

Casual Daytime Wear
to Black Tie Party Wear

Summer 

Sale!*

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA ~ 781-289-3672
By Appointment | Entrance at Rear of House | Major Credit Cards

* Prior purchases & special orders excluded. Selected merchandise.
Extraordinary, Contemporary  
Clothing for Today’s Woman

Selma’sSelma’s
 Weddings - Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Showers - Anniversaries
Engagements & More!



10 MINUTES OF TORAH with 
Rabbi Yossi Lipsker, 11 a.m., Chabad of 
the North Shore, Zoom access: zoom.
us/j/138791839, Meeting ID: 138 791 
839; One tap mobile: (929) 205-6099  
ID: 138 791 839#

LUNCHTIME, CRUNCHTIME, 
ARMS AND ABS! with Lisa Gillis, 
12 p.m., visit /jccns.org/live-online-
fitness-classes/ to join Zoom event. 

PILATES with Brigitte Karns, 5 p.m., 
visit jccns.org/live-online-fitness-
classes/ to join Zoom event. 

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Congregation Shirat 
Hayam of the North Shore; ZOOM 
access: zoom.us/j/460715647, or dial 
in at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting ID: 460 
715 647

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Temple Ner Tamid 
at/templenertamid.org.

MUSICAL EVENING WITH 
EZRA FURMAN FOR LGBTQ 
TEENS, 8 - 9 p.m. Presented by 
Keshet. Join singer, songwriter, 
bandleader and guitarist Ezra 
Furman for an evening of music and 
conversation for LGBTQ Jewish teens. 
Free. Register for Zoom link: meeting/
register/tJUucOugqjwqE9IjD4l4-
jywwyxelvYtCYCP.

WED., AUGUST 5
MORNING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7:30 a.m., Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore; 
ZOOM access: zoom.us/j/824963167, 
or dial in at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting 
ID: 824 963 167

CARDIO, CONDITIONING AND 
CORE  with Lisa Gillis, 9 a.m., visit 
https://jccns.org/live-online-fitness-
classes/ to join Zoom event. 

STRETCH AND CORE with Tabatha 
Keating, 10 a.m., visit jccns.org/live-
online-fitness-classes/ to join Zoom 
event. 

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Temple Ner Tamid 
at templenertamid.org/

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Congregation Shirat 
Hayam of the North Shore; ZOOM 
access: zoom.us/j/460715647, or dial 
in at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting ID: 460 
715 647

KNITTING KNIGHTS AT THE J, 
7 – 9 p.m. Zoom Meeting ID: 510 795 
968, Password: 496225 

SUMMER READING SERIES, 
1 - 1:30 p.m. Presented by Elie Wiesel 
Center for Jewish Studies. A series of 
Zoom events to engage the community 
of students, faculty, staff, alumni, and 
friends of the Elie Wiesel Center in a 
meaningful way. Faculty, students, 
and friends of the Center read a text 
that is important to them right now. 
In this way, we aim to stay in touch 
with each other during these uncertain 
times, when many of us find ourselves 
isolated and in need of companionship 
and inspiration. Every Wednesday 
through Aug. 26th. For more info and to 
register, go to: bu.edu/jewishstudies.

THURS., AUGUST 6
MORNING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7:30 a.m., Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore; 
ZOOM access: zoom.us/j/824963167, 
or dial in at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting 
ID: 824 963 167. 

ONLINE WATERCOLOR PAINT 
NIGHT with Lara Goodman, 6:30 
– 8:30 p.m., rsvp to Sara Ewing at 
sewing@jccns.com for the Zoom link; 
fee: $10.

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Temple Ner Tamid 
at templenertamid.org.

EVENING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Congregation Shirat 
Hayam of the North Shore; ZOOM 
access: zoom.us/j/460715647, or dial 
in at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting ID: 460 
715 647. 

TORAH WISDOM FOR A 
MEANINGFUL LIFE with Rabbi 
Srulie Baron, 7:30 p.m., Chabad of 
the North Shore, Zoom access: zoom.
us/j/5321741889, Meeting ID: 532 174 
1889; One tap mobile: (929) 205-6099 
ID: 532 174 1889#.

COLLEGE 101: YOUR INTRO TO 
COLLEGE LIFE, 7 - 8 p.m. Presented 
by Isreali American Council of Boston. 
Connectivism Workshop: IAC’s very 
own act.il will give students the tools 
to combat BDS using a virtual platform. 
Register: israeliamerican.org/home/
college.

“RABBIS AND SCI-FI,” with 
Rabbi Josh Breindel, 7:30 p.m. 
Presented by Temple Sinai. Rabbi 
Breindel is the spiritual leader of 
Congregation Beth El of the Sudbury 
River Valley. Known as the “Sci-
Fi” Rabbi, he is passionate about 
speculative fiction, especially Jewish 
Science Fiction and fantasy. Zoom: 
us02web.zoom.us/j/84423595292?pw
d=RW5uTlY0SjBzMk52S3hSTG5Od0
xoQT09. Meeting ID: 844 2359 5292 / 
Password: 056732.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7
MORNING MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7:30 a.m., Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore; 
ZOOM access: zoom.us/j/824963167, 
or dial in at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting 
ID: 824 963 167

PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT 
PUPPET SHOW  

10 a.m. A free Shabbat puppet 
show with puppeteer Anna Sobel. In 
this musical Shabbat puppet show, 

alternating songs and stories, you’ll 
meet that famously plodding turtle and 
his accelerated rabbit competitor as 
well as several other puppet duos with 
conflicts around optimum speed. Zoom 
(Meeting ID: 837 9632 4606, Password: 
373702. More information is available 
at LappinFoundatoin.org or call Susan 
Feinstein at 978-740-4431.

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE, 
6 p.m., Temple Sinai, facebook.com/
david.cohenhenriquez 

SHABBAT MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 7 p.m., Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore; Zoom 
access: /zoom.us/j/460715647, or dial 
in at: (646) 558-8656, Meeting ID: 460 
715 647

SHABBAT MINYAN PRAYER 
SERVICE, 8 p.m., Temple Ner Tamid 
at templenertamid.org.

MONDAY, AUGUST 10
COLLEGE 101: YOUR INTRO TO 
COLLEGE LIFE,7 - 8 p.m. Presented 
by Israeli American Council of Boston. 
Tips for College Success Workshop: 
Shiri Rosenblat-Itzhak, a certified 
psychologist and life coach, will help 
students remain positive during stressful 
situations. Register: israeliamerican.org/
home/college.

THURS., AUGUST 13
COOKING AT HOME WITH PJ 
LIBRARY AND PJ OUR WAY 

10 a.m. Kids ages 6-12 are invited for 
free, interactive on-line cooking classes 
with cooking instructor Fran Kaplan. 
Recipes will feature apples, just in 
time for Rosh Hashanah and apple-
picking season. A list of ingredients and 
cooking utensils will be emailed ahead 

of time. Register at LappinFoundation.
org, email swyner@lappinfoundation.
org or call 978-565-4450. Adult 
supervision is required. Next classes: 
August 20, 27.

HADASSAH BOOK 
DISCUSSION-ONE BIG 
SUMMER, 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. As 
part of Hadassah’s One Book, One 
Hadassah Program, Lynn, Swampscott, 
Marblehead Chapter will be discussing 
Jennifer Weiner’s new book “Big 
Summer,” facilitated by Ina Resnikoff.
Free, for zoom link RSVP to Judy Dunn 
by phone 978-810-8688 or email at 
LSMHadassahJudy@gmail.com.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18
TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
HAVERHILL VIRTUAL SUMMER 
2020 AUTHOR MINI-SERIES,  
4 p.m. Larry Tye “Demagogue: The 
Life and Long Shadow of Senator Joe 
McCarthy.” Larry Tye will discuss 
his most recent book, a biography 
of the Wisconsin senator, one of the 
most reviled figures in U.S. history. 
This event is cosponsored by Temple 
Emanuel in Andover. Register at tinyurl.
com/LarryTye. More info: Nancy@
TempleEmanu-El.org.

ONLINE WATERCOLOR PAINT 
NIGHT, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Presented 
by JCCNS.  Join Lara Goodman for this 
online Paint Night. Fee: $10. Contact 
Sara Ewing at sewing@jccns.com.  
You’ll need: watercolor set; container 
for water; paper towels; masking tape; 
Pencil & eraser.

WED., AUGUST 19
GETTING READY FOR THE 
JEWISH NEW YEAR, 7:30 
p.m. Join facilitator Ariela HaLevi, 
Director of Healing at Soul Centered 
on Zoom for a special rosh chodesh 
(new month) in preparation for Rosh 
Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. 
Experience renewal through teachings, 
discussion, experiential learning, song 
and tools to move you through the High 
Holidays and beyond. Free. Register 
at lappinfoundation.org or contact 
sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org for 
additional information.

ONGOING
MONDAYS 

RABBI DAVID’S TORAH STUDY 
CLASS, 7:30 p.m., after Minyan. 
RSVP and request Zoom information by 
sending an email to Susan Weiner at: 
susan.templesinai@gmail.com.

TUESDAYS 

LIVING ROOM LEARNING, 
8 - 9 p.m. Presented by Young Jewish 
Professionals. Explore relevant and 
meaningful topics on Zoom: us02web.
zoom.us/j/86586178008?pwd=UVl
Kc1JPelZnVTBJNi84S09aNzZlUT09. 
Meeting ID: 865 8617 8008; password: 
yjpacademy. Free. More info: yjpboston.
org/yjp-academy.

THURSDAYS 

“THE SOUL EXPERIENCE” with 
Rabbi B and Ariela HaLevi. 9 p.m., “The 
Soul Experience” is a virtual, spiritual 
and healing service incorporating 
Jewish-inspired prayer, meditation, 
mindfulness practiceand more. Free. 
Join on Facebook: facebook.com/
MySoulCentered.

KEEPING IN GOOD VOICE 8 - 9 
p.m. Presented by HaZamir Boston: The 
International Jewish High School Choir. 
An intergenerational vocal warm-up 
with Marla Aviva Betley, conductor of 
HaZamir Chicago. More info: hazamir.org.

FRIDAYS 

SABBATH SERVICES at 
Congregation Sons of Israel, twice 
monthly, 7 p.m.  Email peabodycsi.org@
comcast.net for Zoom information. 

SATURDAYS 

SABBATH SERVICES, 9 a.m. 
Congregation Sons of Israel, email 
peabodycsi.org@comcast.net for Zoom 
information.

SUNDAYS 

MORNING SERVICES at 
Congregation Sons of Israel at 9 a.m. 
Email peabodycsi.org@comcast.net for 
Zoom information.

ORTHODONTIST

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street, Swampscott, MA 01907
781-581-1550       www.weaverortho.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME CARE
The First Choice for  

Loving, Compassionate 
Home Care on the  

North Shore

781.691.5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

Specializing in Companionship, Meal Prep, Transportation, 
Bathing & Hygiene, Mobility & Toileting Assistance

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

HOME HEALTH CARE

For ALL Your 
Home Care Needs!
Delivering Excellence in 

Home Care for Over 100 Years!

781-598-2454 
www.allcare.org

VNA
Hospice

Private Services

ASSISTED LIVING  
AND MEMORY SUPPORT

Cohen Florence Levine  
Estates
617-887-0826

Florence & Chafetz  
Specialized Care
617-887-0826

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan 
Estates
978-532-4411

SHORT-TERM REHAB 
AND LONG-TERM CARE

Leonard Florence  
Center for Living
617-887-0001

Katzman Family Center  
for Living 
617-884-6766

Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick 
Center for Living
978-471-5100

chelseajewish.org

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Shapiro-Rudolph Adult Day Health Center  |  978-471-5180
Chelsea Jewish Aging Life Care  |  978-471-5153
Chelsea Jewish Hospice and Palliative Care  |  617-889-0779
Chelsea Jewish Visiting Nurse Agency  |  617-889-8744

SENIOR CARE

HEALTH SERVICES

Caregiver with over 20 years 
of experience looking for  

a full-time or part-time job 
working with elders.

Exceptional references 

Call Cynthia at 
617-708-6350

CAREGIVER

To advertise in this 

Directory, call 

978-745-4111
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By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON – Is “The Merchant 
of Venice” anti-Semitic? 
Scholars, directors, actors, and 
theatergoers continue to debate 
that question and diverge 
greatly in their interpretations 
of the play written by William 
Shakespeare in 1596. 

As reported in Smithsonian 
Magazine, late Shakespeare 
expert Harold Bloom wrote in 
“Shakespeare and the Invention 
of the Human,” his 1998 book, 
“One would have to be blind, 
deaf and dumb not to recognize 
that Shakespeare’s grand, equiv-
ocal comedy ‘The Merchant of 
Venice’ is nevertheless a pro-
foundly anti-Semitic work.”  

By contrast, many perform-
ers since the great 19th century 

English actor Edmund Kean 
have often looked to the Jewish 
moneylender’s famous “Hath 
not a Jew eyes” speech in mak-
ing the role sympathetic. 

Now – in a time when anti-
Semitic activity has risen to a 
level unseen for generations 
– is a good time to ponder. 
Igor Golyak is taking his cues 
from the Elizabethan era itself, 
when audiences would have 
seen Shylock as a villain and 
the play was termed a comedy. 
The Needham Jewish director 
recently spoke to the Journal 
about his take for the produc-
tion set in the present day by 
the Actors Shakespeare Project 
at the Boston Center for the Arts 
– halted after two previews by 
the Hub theater shutdown in the 
wake of Covid-19 – a revival he 
hopes to resume in late summer 

or early fall.
“For me,” Golyak asserted, 

“it’s absolutely clear that this 
play was anti-Semitic. The 
[Elizabethan] public would have 
laughed. I think Shakespeare’s 
genius gave birth to something 
that changed over time.”

Golyak observes in a direc-
tor’s note that “‘The Merchant 
of Venice” was a prescription by 
Joseph Goebbels [the Nazis’ pro-
paganda director] as part of the 
Final Solution and proof of why 
the Jewish people deserved to be 
exterminated.” In fact, the Nazis 
made the play a significant part 
of their radio broadcasts after 
Kristallnacht (1938) and pre-
sented productions in Nazi terri-
tory. “In Nazi Germany,” Golyak 
submitted, “people were booing 
Shylock.”

In the Actors Shakespeare 

Project staging, Golyak has audi-
ence members reacting in a vari-
ety of ways to reflect their chang-
ing emotions. “For me,” he admit-
ted, “the journey the audience is 
going through is even more inter-
esting than what’s going on [on 
stage].” Here, there are applause 
signs. Golyak recalled theatergo-
ers both applauding and crying 
after the previews and at a talk-
back. 

Golyak’s goal is to chal-
lenge audiences. Alluding to 
Sacha Baron Cohen’s unusual 
look at anti-Semitism in his in-
your-face film “Borat,” Golyak 
explained, “We took the clichés 
and stereotypes that people use. 
The first time Shylock [played 
by Nael Nacer] comes out, he is 

wearing a mask and a big nose. 
This is the way Nazis would see 
him.” 

In the ASP revival, the per-
ception of Shylock is essential. 
For example, when ship mer-
chant Antonio and his financial-
ly strapped best friend Bassanio 
step offstage, Shylock takes off 
his mask and becomes a real 
person. “It [the perception of 
him] is a shock to the audience,” 
Golyak alerted.  

As for Shakespeare’s audienc-
es, he contended, they would 
have seen the play as “a comedy 
that ends with a happy ending.” 
That would have included the 
downfall of Shylock for trying to 
obtain a pound of flesh without 
a drop of blood. “For them, [the 
play and its meaning] was very 
simple.”

Working with an eight-mem-
ber cast, Golyak has also relied 
on the efforts of Jewish puppet 
designer Ksenya Litvak. In this 
production, secondary char-
acters Gratiano, Salerio, and 
Solanio become puppets.  

Summing up his approach, 
Golyak said, “I didn’t try to be 
provocative but I think it [the 
revival] came out to be.”

Actors Shakespeare Project 
has announced that it intends 
to include the company’s pro-
duction of “The Merchant of 
Venice” in its 2020-2021 season 
in a run as yet to be determined 
(617-241-2200 or actorsshake-
speare.org). 
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At its core, ‘The Merchant of Venice’ remains anti-Semitic

Igor Golyak 

Last week, the Anti-
Defamation League praised 
the signing into law of House 
Bill 1135, an act relative to 
Holocaust and genocide studies, 
by New Hampshire Governor 
Chris Sununu. New Hampshire 
joins 13 states across the coun-
try that requires genocide edu-
cation in public schools. 

This bill requires the inclu-
sion of Holocaust and genocide 
prevention education in the cri-
teria for an adequate education 
in New Hampshire. The bill also 
establishes a commission to 

study best practices for teach-
ing genocide education in New 
Hampshire public schools.  

“ADL applauds and thanks 
Governor  Chris Sununu, the 
New Hampshire legislature, and 
our partners for championing 
and enacting HB 1135,” said 
Robert Trestan, ADL New 
England Regional Director. 
“Comprehensive Holocaust and 
Genocide education is crucial 
to allow students to learn about 
the democratic process and the 
dangers of escalating discrimi-
natory practices.” 

ADL praises passage of Holocaust 
and Genocide Education Bill in NH



300 Salem St., Swampscott  
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Today in Israeli History

– Items are provided by the Center for Israel Education (israeled.org), where you can find more details. 

JULY 31, 1962

Politician Moshe Feiglin Is Born

Moshe Feiglin, a politician 
who mixes libertarian domes-
tic positions with a hard line 
on Arabs, is born in Haifa. 
An entrepreneur, he turns to 
politics in 1993 in launching 
a protest movement against 
the Oslo Accords. He brings 
his Manhigut Yehudit (Jewish 
Leadership) faction into Likud 
in 2000, runs for the party lead-
ership three times and wins 
a seat in the Knesset in 2013. 
He forms the Zehut (Identity) 
party in 2015.

AUG. 1, 1955

First Residents Move Into Dimona 

The develop-
ment town of 
Dimona in the 
south welcomes its 
first residents, who 
are recent arriv-
als from Morocco, 
as Israel tries to 
settle immigrants 
who have been 
housed in tent cit-
ies. All of Dimona’s 
early residents 
are Mizrahim 
(Jews from Arab 
countries), and 

although some work in the nearby Dead Sea Works potash plant, 
many must travel long distances to jobs. Dimona gains municipal 
status in 1969, when the population tops 24,000.

AUG. 2, 1923

Shimon Peres Is Born

Shimon Peres, 
the only person to 
serve as Israeli prime 
minister and presi-
dent, is born in what 
is now Belarus to 
Yitzchak and Sara 
Perski. Peres and his 
family make aliyah 
in 1934, settling in 
Tel Aviv. He moves 
into politics when he 
is elected secretary 
of the Labor Zionist 
youth movement in 
1941. He is first elect-
ed to the Knesset in 
1959. He serves as prime minister in the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s. He 
is the president from 2007 to 2014.

AUG. 3, 1945

Report Confirms Horrible Conditions  
in DP Camps

Earl Harrison, sent to Europe 
by U.S. President Harry Truman 
to check on the conditions in dis-
placed-persons camps, reports 
that rumors of poor treatment 
are true in many cases. After vis-
iting 30 DP camps in Germany 
and Austria, he finds that “we 
appear to be treating the Jews 
as the Nazis treated them, 
except that we do not extermi-
nate them.” Truman then calls 
for Britain to let 100,000 Jewish 
refugees enter Palestine.

AUG. 4, 1920

 Kaplan Writes 
Article Leading to 
Reconstructionism

Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary pub-
lishes the article “A Program for the 
Reconstruction of Judaism” in the 
Menorah Journal, expanding on his 
discussions with rabbis and lay leaders 
earlier in the year. Kaplan argues that 
Judaism in America is defined by immi-
grants and has shown no signs of being 
self-sustaining. He emphasizes Zionism as a key part of the reconstruction of American Judaism.

AUG. 5, 1995

Composer Menachem Avidom Dies

Composer Menachem Avidom dies at age 87. A 
cousin of Gustav Mahler’s and a native of Russia 
who made aliyah in 1925, Avidom studied music 
in Paris and Beirut and was an innovator in fusing 
Middle Eastern and European music. He began writ-
ing in the new style in 1944 and paved the way for 
Mizrahi musicians in Israel. He served as the general 
secretary of the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra from 
1946 to 1952 and received the Israel Prize in 1961.

AUG. 6, 1923

13th Zionist Congress Convenes

Meeting in Carlsbad, Czechoslovakia, the 
13th Zionist Congress opens to discuss details 
about the British mandate for Palestine and the 
prerogatives of the Palestine Zionist Executive, 
which guides Jewish immigration and settlement 
in the Land of Israel. The Congress decides that 
the agency will not allow non-Zionists to join, although that decision is reversed in 1929, the year the 
PZE becomes the Jewish Agency.

Israeli Government Press Office photo
Moshe Feiglin (center) and the rest 
of the Knesset are sworn in Feb. 
5, 1993.

Photo by Moshe Pridan, Israeli Government Press Office
Dimona residents dig a sewer line in the devel
opment town in 1955.

Photo by Tsvika Israeli, Israeli Government Press Office
U.S. President Bill Clinton demonstrates a 
3D camera to Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres at the White House on Dec. 11, 1995.

JDC Archives photo
Earl Harrison (right) visits Ger
many in July 1945 with Dr. 
Joseph Schwartz, the director of 
overseas operations for the 
American Jewish Joint Distri
bution Committee.

Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan learns with students at the Recon
structionist Rabbinical College.

National Library of Israel photo
Menachem Avidom presents a copy of his 
Symphony No. 2 “David” to Albert Einstein in 
1949.

The 13th Zionist Congress meets in Carlsbad, 
Czechoslovakia, in 1923.



English blues rock singer-
songwriter and guitarist Peter 
Green died in his sleep at the 
age of 73 on July 25.

As the founder of Fleetwood 
Mac, he was inducted into 
the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 
in 1998. Green’s songs, such 
as “Albatross,” “Black Magic 
Woman,” “Oh Well,” and “The 
Super-Natural,” brought early 
success to the band in the UK. 
Several U.S. tours followed; a 
memorably raucous live record-
ing was made at the Boston Tea 
Party in 1970. Green quit the 
music scene later that year due 
to mental illness and psyche-
delic drug use. After many years 
of quiet obscurity, his career 
revived with occasional solo 
albums and shows with his new 
groups.

Born in London on October 
29, 1946, Peter Allen Greenbaum 
grew up in a Jewish family and 
was the youngest child of Joe 
and Ann Greenbaum. Green 
picked up the guitar at age 
11, and became so proficient 
that at 19 he replaced Eric 
Clapton in John Mayall & the 

Bluesbreakers in 1966. Their 
drummer was Mick Fleetwood, 
who came along when Green 
decided to form his own band 
in 1967; their bassist John McVie 
followed shortly after. 

Green’s playing style – eco-
nomic, soulful, and emotional 
– was praised by many guitar-
ists. B.B. King commented, “He 
has the sweetest tone I ever 
heard; he was the only one 
who gave me the cold sweats.” 
Green’s songs have been record-
ed by artists such as Santana, 
Aerosmith, Status Quo, Black 
Crowes, Tom Petty, Judas Priest, 
and Gary Moore.

On February 25, 2020, an 
all-star tribute concert was 
performed at the London 
Palladium, billed as “Mick 
Fleetwood and Friends Tribute 
to Peter Green.” The Guitar 
World review said that Green 
did not attend and was possibly 
even unaware of the event.

Green married Jane Samuels 
in 1978; the couple divorced 
in 1979. They had a daughter, 
Rosebud.

Edmund N. Ansin, a bil-
lionaire and co-founder of 
Sunbeam Television, died on 
July 26. He was an innovator 
in the television news industry, 
breaking away from the conven-
tional style that had been used 
by other independent stations. 
His flashy approach ended up 
being a success, first in Miami, 
Fla., and then in Boston.

Ansin was born on March 
9, 1936, to a Jewish family in 
Worcester, and was raised in 
nearby Athol. His father Sidney 
was the son of a Ukrainian immi-
grant and founded Anwelt Shoe, 
a shoe manufacturing business 
in Fitchburg. He moved the fam-
ily to Florida in 1941. Ansin was 
sent back to Massachusetts for 
preparatory school at Andover 
Academy, and, after two years 
at Harvard University, gradu-
ated in 1957 from the University 
of Pennsylvania with a BS in 
Economics.

In 1962, Ed and his father 
formed Sunbeam Television 

Corporation after Sidney Ansin 
purchased the license for 
Miami’s NBC-affiliated televi-
sion station, WCKT, for $3.4 mil-
lion. Ed Ansin became an execu-
tive vice president at Sunbeam, 
and, after his father’s death in 
1971, became Sunbeam’s presi-
dent.

In 1988, the station, now 
WSVN, was dropped by NBC 
and Ansin found himself with-
out network affilation. The sta-
tion joined with the upstart Fox 
network, and supplemented its 
local news broadcasts with con-
tent from the newly launched 
CNN satellite network. Rather 
than follow the conventional 
approach used by successful 
independent stations (morn-
ing children’s shows, afternoon 
game shows, evening movies, 
and syndicated sitcoms), Ansin 
instead decided to focus on 
news. Instead of dry and stoic 
presentation, he and his news 
director, Joel Cheatwood, cre-
ated the now ubiquitous Miami 

News Style, with fast-paced 
reporting, crime-lead stories, 
live breaking coverage, and 
attractive newscasters. The 
approach was wildly successful.

In 1993, Ansin bought 
Boston’s WHDH Channel 7. He 
shortened the time spent on 
individual news stories, relied 
heavily on video and audio 
effects, and emphasized “on-
the-spot” reporting. In 2006, 
Sunbeam Television also pur-
chased Boston’s WLVI.

As a philanthropist, Ansin 
donated $1 million to build 
Emerson College’s radio station 
and technical communications 
building. He and his brother 
Ron, former Mass. commerce 
commissioner, donated $2.6 
million to the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Boston and their Youth 
Service Providers Network.

Ansin was divorced from his 
wife Toby Lerner Ansin. They 
have three children: Andrew 
Ansin, James Ansin, and 
Stephanie Ansin.

Ansin died at his home in 
Miami. He was 84, and had only 
become unwell over the week-
end of his death. 

Family-owned and operated since 1933
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LEGACY

Crasella (Israel) Kaplan, 
a former longtime resident of 
Lexington and more recently 
of Brooksby Village in Peabody, 
passed away on July 14, 2020. 
She was 94. 

For 69 years, Crasella was the 
beloved wife of the late Stanley 
Kaplan. She was the devoted 
mother of Ellen Kaplan and 
Allan Shapiro of Byfield, and 
Lawrence and Kathleen Kaplan 
of Methuen; the loving grand-
mother of Maura Bragg, Michael 
Gerrin, and Leia Tummino and 
her husband Peter; the adoring 
great-grandmother of Ashlyn 
Bragg; and the loving sister of 
Elaine Rosen and her late hus-

band Carl. Crasella is also sur-
vived by her fond brother-in-law 
Fred Kaplan and his wife Faye, 
and the late George Kaplan, and 
many devoted nieces and neph-
ews. She was a dear friend to so 
many.

Crasella enjoyed work-
ing with students and faculty 
through her job at the registrar’s 
office at Boston University for 
30 years. 

She was a founding member 
of Temple Isaiah in Lexington, 
which just celebrated its 60th 
anniversary, and she remained 
connected to the temple 
throughout her life. Crasella 
was also active in the Arlington/

Lexington chapter of Hadassah, 
where she had a very active role, 
including a term as co-pres-
ident. In later years, Crasella 
was involved in the Shalom/
Brooksby Hadassah.

Graveside services were pri-
vate. In lieu of flowers, remem-
brances may be made to the 
SCN2A Foundation, scn2a.
org, which is working toward a 
cure for the genetic disorder of 
Crasella’s great-granddaughter, 
Ashlyn. The foundation also 
supports research for better 
understanding and a cure for all 
causes of autism. Arrangements 
by Levine Chapels, Brookline.

Crasella (Israel) Kaplan, 94, of Peabody,  
formerly of Lexington

Barbara (Levine) Eisenberg, 
90, of Chelsea, formerly of 
Revere, entered eternal rest on 
July 16, 2020 after a brief illness. 

Born in Boston, she was a res-
ident of Revere for many years. 
Barbara was a retired employee 
for the City of Revere. 

Devoted wife of Carl 
Eisenberg. Dear sister and sis-
ter-in-law of the late Melvin 
and Edith Levine, the late 
Albert and Gertrude Eisenberg, 
and Evelyn and the late Harry 
Beder. Beloved aunt of Ilene and 
Jonathan Cutler, Dianne and 
Burton Gesserman, Dr. Jerold 
Levine, Rhonda and Scott Marks, 
Dr. Mitchell Pressman, the late 

Carol Jacques, Ruth Pressman, 
the late Peter Pressman, and 
the late Kenneth Pressman. 
Cherished grandaunt of many 
grandnieces and grandneph-
ews. 

Due to current health con-
ditions, services were pri-
vate. Expressions of sympa-
thy in Barbara’s memory may 
be donated to Dana Farber 
Institute, 10 Brookline Place 
West, 6th Floor, Brookline, MA 
02445, or Hebrew Senior Life, 
1200 Centre St., Roslindale, 
MA 02131. Arrangements were 
handled by Goldman Funeral 
Chapel, Malden. For online con-
dolences, go to goldmanfc.com.

Barbara (Levine) Eisenberg, 90, of Chelsea, 
formerly of Revere
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Faina (Wolfson) Vatnikov, of 
Longmeadow, entered into rest 
on July 21, 2020. She was 89.9 
years old.

Faina was born in a Jewish 
Collective Farm called “Frei 
Leben” in Crimea, Russia, 
in 1930, and then moved to 
Berdichev, Ukraine, with her 
parents Zyama and Ronya and 
her little sister Ida. When the 
German army invaded the town 
in 1941, her mother and sisters 
were able to escape on a train 
heading to Uzbekistan, while 
her father was drafted to the 
Red Army. 

After the war, the family were 
back to the home town, where 
she met her future husband Josef 
in 1951. They were married for 
62 years. In the late 1950s, Josef 
and Faina moved to Moscow, 
Russia, where they lived until 
1991, when they immigrated to 
the United States.

Faina had a passion for lit-
erature, poetry, and storytelling. 
After graduating from Kharkiv 
State University, she worked as a 
librarian in the state and school 
libraries in Moscow. Faina 
inspired generations of children 
for love of reading and quest for 
knowledge. 

Faina’s most precious tal-
ents were her natural hospital-
ity to everybody and unbound 
love to her many grandchil-
dren. Everyone felt welcome in 
her presence. Combined with 
Faina’s exceptional cooking 
skills and her sharp sense of 
humor, this made her company 
cherished by many friends and 
relatives over the years. She was 
a quintessential Jewish woman 
of valor.

Faina leaves behind her chil-
dren Vitaly and Rima, and their 
spouses and grandchildren 
Tatiana, Donna, Eliana, David, 
and Sofia, and great-grandchidl-
ren Benjamin, Jonathan, and 
little Richard.

Contributions in Faina’s 
memory may be made to the 
Jewish Journal (jewishjour-
nal.org) and the Yiddish Book 
Center in Amherst (yiddish-
bookcenter.org).

Faina Vatnikov, 89.9, of Longmeadow

Chad M. Richmond, 37, of 
Manchester, N.H., formerly of 
Peabody, entered eternal rest 
on July 20, 2020. 

Born in Lynn, he was raised 
in Peabody, graduated from 
Peabody High School in 2001 
and later Endicott College in 
2005. Chad also worked as an 
internet salesperson for Strolid. 
Chad loved history, current 
events, and all sports, especially 
Boston teams.

He was survived by his lov-
ing parents Tamara “Tammy” 
(Dennis) and Barry C. 
Richmond, and his dear sis-
ter Michelle and her husband 
Robert St. Pierre. Chad had a 
special place in his heart for his 
adored niece and nephew Lilah 
and Landon St. Pierre. He was 
predeceased by his grandpar-
ents Elliot and Lois Dennis, and 
Milton and Lessie Richmond. 
He will also be missed by his 

aunts, uncles, cousins, and 
friends.

Due to current health restric-
tions, services were private. 
In lieu of flowers, expressions 
of sympathy in Chad’s mem-
ory may be made to Granite 
Recovery Centers, 6 Manor 
Parkway, Salem, NH 03079 
(graniterecoverycenters.com). 
Arrangements were handled 
by Goldman Funeral Chapel, 
Malden (goldmanfc.com).

Chad M. Richmond, 37, of Manchester, N.H., formerly of Peabody

Robert “Bob” Remis, of Boston 
and Palm Beach, Fla., was born 
on September 26, 1929, raised in 
Swampscott, and passed away 
peacefully on July 13, 2020 from 
heart complications.

From a very early age, Bob 
learned to play piano by ear and 
continued until right before his 
death. His love of music contin-
ued as an Overseer of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra, where he 
and his wife Ruth (Lubarsky) 
Remis continued his family’s 
support. They especially enjoyed 
the Friday afternoon concerts 
and he loved analyzing the intri-
cacies of a composition or the 
phrasing of a particular piece.

This same appreciation and 
knowledge was a driving force in 
his dedication to the art world. 
Bob would roam the galler-
ies of Boston’s Museum of Fine 
Arts (where he was a trustee) 
and feel spiritually renewed. 
Past Museum Director Malcolm 
Rogers recalled, “I knew Bob 
for more than 20 years, and his 
dedication to the Museum of 
Fine Arts and the School of the 
Museum of Fine Arts as Trustee 
and Governor was an inspira-
tion to me. By nature reserved 
and discreet, he was nevertheless 
passionate and partisan, and, in 
continuing his parents’ tradition 
of enlightened philanthropy, 
gave most generously of his time 
and money.” The international 
experience he had through the 
art world helped to form his own 
collection and he was working 
on an exhibition of some of his 
pieces at the time of his death. 

Tufts University became a 
focal point for Bob and Ruth 
(class of 1954). They endowed 
the Remis Sculpture Court and 
also supported the building of 
the Music Center. Larry Bacow, 
past President of Tufts and cur-
rent President of Harvard said, 
“Bob Remis was everything that 
we hope a citizen of Tufts would 

be. He was exceptionally accom-
plished professionally but equal-
ly engaged in the broader com-
munity. He was generous with 
his time, wisdom and resources 
not just to Tufts but to countless 
institutions throughout the city 
of Boston. Each of these organi-
zations is better today because of 
Bob. He was as modest as he was 
successful, a true gentleman in 
every sense of the word. And he 
was also the head of a family that 
sent three generations to Tufts, 
so far. We will all miss him.”

In addition to Tufts, Bob 
remained close to his alma mater 
Phillips Andover (class of 1947), 
where he played football, and 
Harvard (class of 1951). 

For most of his life, Bob’s 
focus was the leather business. 
Before attending his senior year 
at Harvard, Bob spent a year in 
Puerto Rico working and teach-
ing English to the Spanish speak-
ing foreman at his family’s leath-
er tanning factory. Bob learned 
the business from the bottom up, 
eventually rising to President. 
The corporation bought Beggs 
& Cobb, which then became the 
umbrella corporation for divi-
sions of Remis Industries. He 
purchased Permair, an English 
specialty company producing a 
unique leather finishing prod-

uct which he developed in the 
United States and later sold. 
During these professional years, 
he was a member of the Young 
Presidents Organization and 
traveled extensively with Ruth 
throughout the world for busi-
ness and pleasure. His business 
acumen extended to his interest 
in the stock market and invest-
ing where, rather than tout his 
success, he would be delighted 
to pass on a good tip.

Beth Israel Hospital (now 
BIDMC), where Bob was a trust-
ee, had a special place in his 
heart as well, and he was quick to 
support the hospital over many 
decades along with many other 
charitable endeavors.

Bob was an accomplished 
athlete throughout his life and 
excelled in most sports, partic-
ularly tennis and golf. Friends 
would always remark that it was 
a frequent joy to see Bob with his 
son and grandson spending an 
afternoon on the golf course.

The consummate gentleman, 
Bob never looked for accolades 
for his accomplishments or gen-
erosity; however, his face would 
light up when he talked of his 
family. He and Ruth were mar-
ried for 67 years, and was the 
beloved father of Richard and 
daughter in law Pamela, William 
(deceased) and John (deceased). 
He was cherished by his grand-
children Jeffrey, Andrew, and 
Kimberly, and each enjoyed a 
special relationship with him. 
He was also a treasured uncle, 
wonderful friend, and dedicated 
patron. He was a ceaseless read-
er and many will miss his pas-
sionate recommendations. 

Expressions of sympathy 
can be made to Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center, 
330 Brookline Ave., Boston MA 
02215, or Temple Emanu-El, 393 
Atlantic Ave., Marblehead, MA 
01945. (brezniakfuneraldirec-
tors.com)

Robert “Bob” Remis, Businessman, Arts Patron NOTICES
BLUMBERG, Priscilla (Phillips), 
87 – late of Peabody, former-
ly of Salem. Died on July 18, 
2020. Wife of the late Melvin 
Blumberg. Sister of the late 
Sidney Phillips, Ralph Phillips, 
Dorothy Eaton, Saul Phillips, 
Bernard Phillips, Morris 
Phillips, Howard Phillips, Molly 
Torgenson, and Anne Gilman. 
Daughter of the late David and 
Bessie (Seif) Phillips. (Stanetsky-
Hymanson)

CUTLER, Marcia C. (Patick) 
– late of Revere, formerly of 
Chelsea. Died on July 15, 2020. 
Wife of the late Sumner L. 
Cutler. Mother of Lesley Cutler 
of Stuart, Fla., and Nancy 
Ward and her husband Walter 
of Harpswell, Maine. Loving 
grandmother of Jared Kave of 
Maine. (Torf)

GENDLERMAN, Dr. Michael – 
late of North Andover. Died on 

July 22, 2020. Son  of the late 
Sura and Isaac Gendlerman. 
Brother of “Dr. Josef,” and 
brother-in-law of Lynda 
Rushing. Uncle of Kira and 
Emma Gendlerman. (Goldman)

GLAZER, Arthur, 98 – late 
of West Lebanon, N.H., for-
merly of Revere, Sharon, and 
Swampscott. Died on July 
25, 2020. Husband of Leona 
(Freedman) Glazer. Father of 
Howard Glazer of Meriden, 
Conn., Fred Glazer of Wilder, 
Vt., and Jaclyn Glazer of Lynn; 
father-in-law of Linda Yarritu 
Glazer of Wilder, Vt. (Torf)

SCHULMAN, George, 90 – 
late of Lowell. Died on July 
22, 2020. Husband of the late 
Susan (Trombley) Schulman. 
Brother of Dr. Sidney and his 
wife Naomi Schulman. Son 
of the late Mary and Harry 
Schulman. (Goldman)



By Sam Eggert
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

NEWTON – For Blacker’s 
Bakeshop, a nut-free, dairy-
free kosher bakery in Newton 
known for its custom birthday 
cakes and various types of chal-
lah, the Covid-19 pandemic 
came at the worst time possible 
– just weeks before Passover, 
the bakery’s busiest time of the 
year. 

The health crisis forced 
Blacker’s to immediately explore 
new options to sell their prod-
ucts. They decided to imple-
ment online ordering, and ship-
ping of their baked goods. The 
changes have worked out well, 
and manager Rebecca Blacker 
attributes that to their custom-
ers. 

While the loyal customers 
made the necessary adjust-

ments to obtain their ruglach 
and babka, the shift to online 
ordering has attracted new cus-
tomers. Before the pandemic, 
people would call in to place 
orders, but the bakery’s over-
hauled website has made online 
ordering easier for both Blacker’s 
and their customer base. 

“It’s a whole new business,” 
Blacker said. “We had to figure 
out how we could sell a product 
that relies on visual shopping 
without the visual part.”

The demand for baked goods 
has remained steady, but new 
challenges have popped up. 
“Our employees couldn’t come 
in, so it was just me and my 
mom,” Blacker said. Her par-
ents, Karen and Richard, are the 
owners of the bakery.  

The bakery has a few employ-
ees who work part-time to help 
out in the back with shipping. 

As for bakers, they have one 
pastry baker at a time and no 
more than two bread bakers 
working the same shift. 

This led to Blacker’s ramping 
up their social media presence. 
The bakery turned to Instagram 
as their new display case, post-
ing pictures of their baked goods 
and menus to attract customers. 
“It’s a whole different way of 
thinking to get it back to where 
we were,” she said. 

The bakery upped its social 
media presence by partnering 
with Blossom Bar, a restaurant 
in Brookline, which has been 
proficient in social media and 
has been helping some greater 
Boston food businesses with 
their online presence. 

Blacker’s has been a positive 
hit in the greater Boston area. 
“We have offered a quality chal-
lah and other kosher goods that 
a lot of Newton and Brookline 
folks were looking for,” Blacker 
said. “When we bought the bak-
ery, it wasn’t just about inher-
iting a kosher bakery. It was 
about showing the community 
that kosher food has quality 
taste.”

Yet, it’s not just the kosher 
aspect that attracts customers. 
According to Blacker, approxi-
mately half of its clientele have 
an allergy. She said that some 
children who are allergic to nuts 
have been overcome with emo-
tion when they’re introduced to 

something they can actually eat 
that looks delicious. 

While the kosher community 
remains local, the allergy cus-
tomers come from far and wide. 
Blacker said a family comes 
down from Portland, Maine to 
stock up on goods for their child 

who is dangerously allergic to 
nuts. 

But now with the shipping, 
customers are ordering from 
New York, New Jersey and other 
states including a couple ship-
ments that went all the way to 
Florida. 
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but it hasn’t been easy. Joe was released last week 
and also came home. For Phil, though, surviving 
Covid-19 continues each waking moment. Before 
he came down with the disease, he was healthy 
and had no preexisting conditions. His kidney 

function has returned, but Phil has nerve dam-
age in his neck and head, and hands. Each night 
he sleeps with ice packs to alleviate some of the 
pain. He takes at least one nap a day, watches 
some TV, and tries to read, but it’s all a challenge. 
He still has some breathing issues, and must use 
an inhaler. 

“I’m afraid to go out and be around people,” 
he said. “It’s almost like PTSD. I don’t like to be 
around people for good reason. I just want to get 
myself healthy. I want to heal properly and get 
myself better and stronger and hopefully all of 
the issues will subside. I just want to try to be a 
better person.”

As someone who battled Covid-19 and came 
back after being hospitalized for almost 50 days, 
Phil offered this advice: “Wear your mask in 
public, social distance, make sure you wash your 
hands and wear gloves and don’t go out unless 
it’s necessary. I think there will be more cases; I 
hate to say it. You don’t know who you’re going to 
be next to. Be careful, vigilant, be safe, until they 
come up with a vaccine.”

After months of anxiety, today will bring good 
news to the family. Their puppy, a Cavapoo, is 
expected to arrive. 

And they will name the dog Will. 

Email Steven A. Rosenberg at rosenberg@ 
jewishjournal.org.

Phil, Stacey and Lance Padulsky. 

The will to survive COVID-19
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The Synagogue Council 
of Massachusetts Board of 
Directors has announced a 
number of additions to its board. 
Gretchen Marks Brandt has 
been appointed as the organiza-
tion’s interim executive direc-
tor. Gretchen was hired as asso-
ciate director in January. Prior 
to joing the council she held 
administrative and teaching 
positions at multiple Jewish day 
schools and synagogues,  and 
has taught students of all ages. A 
fifth generation Californian, 
Gretchen holds degrees in 
English and Earth Sciences from 
the University of California at 
Berkeley, and after several years 
living, working and learning 
in Israel, she attended Boston 
University where she did gradu-
ate work in Social Psychology 
with a research emphasis in 
Jewish Identity. The Synagogue 
Council plans to select a perma-
nent executive director by the 
beginning of 2021.

In addition, Steve Greenberg, 
Shirah Hecht, and Aaron Kischel 

have also joined the Board. 
Greenberg is the former exec-
utive director of Temple Beth 
Zion in Brookline, and prior to 
that he served in Armenia as 
a Peace Corps volunteer. Hecht 
is a social scientist and Hebrew 
school teacher who led Adult 
Education and served on the 
Board and Executive Board at 
Temple Israel in Natick. Kischel 
served for 45 years as the exec-
utive director for USCJ New 
England and the Northeast, 
including Eastern Canada. 

Synagogue Council of Massachusetts names new 
interim director and board members 

Swampscott resident Lynne 
Havusha will be the recipient of 
The Epstein Hillel School Edith 
Bloch Award at the Friends 
of the Hillel Library event on 
Sunday, August 16 at 7 p.m. (vir-
tually). This event was resched-
uled from last April due to the 
coronavirus. The award is pre-
sented to a community mem-
ber for his/her commitment 
to learning and the pursuit of 
knowledge. Lynne’s dedica-
tion to Hillel, and also to her 
community through the New 
American Center, has been an 
inspiration to us all.

Lynne is grateful to the many 
wonderful colleagues, students, 
and families with whom she 
worked over her twenty-nine 
year career at Hillel. She enjoyed 
and benefited from being part 
of this dynamic learning com-
munity, and she values the 
many longstanding friendships 
that she developed as a result.

Not long after her retire-
ment from CHA in 2016, she 
found her way to the New 
American Center and NAAM, 
where she currently works as 
a Case Manager/Employment 
Specialist for refugee clients 
who have recently arrived in 
the U.S. She is happy to again 
be working with a wonderful 
group of supportive colleagues, 

and she is inspired daily by the 
strength, resilience, and spirit of 
her clients.

Lynne met her husband, 
Sasson, during a stint as a vol-
unteer in the citrus groves of 
Kibbutz Erez, Israel, in the early 
1970s. They are the proud par-
ents of Hillel alums Nadav ’91, 
Avital ’94 and Yaniv ’00. She is 
honored and thrilled that FOHL 
has chosen to recognize NAAM 
and that this event will intro-
duce her two communities 
to each other; each of which 
is so important to her and has 
shaped her life.

The evening’s guest speak-
er, Abdi Nor Iftin, is author of 
“Call Me American.” As a child 
in war-torn Mogadishu, Abdi 
Nor Iftin learned English by 
watching action movies. When 
U.S. Marines landed to take 
on the warlords, Abdi cheered 
the arrival of these real-life 
action heroes. Sporting hip-
hop clothes and dance moves, 
he became known as “Abdi 
American.” But when radical 
Islamists took control in 2006, 
it became dangerous to cele-
brate western culture. Instead, 
Abdi risked his life posting 
secret dispatches to NPR. As 
life in Somalia grew more dan-
gerous, he fled to Kenya. In 
an amazing stroke of luck, he 
won entrance to the U.S. in the 
annual visa lottery, though his 
route to America – ending in a 
harrowing sequence of events 
that nearly stranded him in 
Nairobi – did not come easily. 
Now he is a proud resident of 
Maine and a new American 
citizen.

This event is open to the com-
munity at no charge. To RSVP 
for this virtual event, please 
visit: https://epsteinhillel.org/
giving/friends-of-the-hillel-
library-event.

Volunteer with  
Family Table

The Family Table food pan-
try at JF&CS is looking for 
volunteers to help at its Aug. 
23 Sunday distribution in 
Marblehead. The organization 
need volunteers on-site to pack 
orders and deliver groceries to 
its clients. The group has imple-
mented measures so volunteers 
can practice social distancing. 
Volunteers are required to com-
plete a CORI background check. 

If interested, please email 
familytable@jfcsboston.org to 
register by August 12.

Havusha to receive Epstein Hillel School Edith Bloch Award

Gretchen Marks Brandt

Lynne Havusha

Email your PEOPLE 
news to the editor at 

rosenberg@ 
jewishjournal.org.

Chagigah Radio, on WERS- 
FM in Boston, is offering syna-
gogues a chance to promote 
their shuls during the pan-
demic. 

Temple Emanu-El of 
Marblehead, Congregation Beth 
El of Sudbury and Temple Israel 
of Sharon are among the many 
shuls that will promote the 
activities of their synagogues to 
the large Chagigah Radio audi-
ence.

Synagogue representatives 
will be given time to talk about 
their plans for activities such 
as Hebrew School, the High 
Holidays and Zoom classes. 
Temple representatives will also 
be given time to discuss other 
subjects, as well.   

Chagigah Radio is one of the 
highest rated contemporary 
Jewish radio programs in the 
United States. Chagigah Radio 
is heard on Sunday mornings 
from 8-11 a.m. on WERS-FM, 
88.9 and also streams world-
wide on WERS.org

To promote your synagogue 
on a feature called Synagogue 
Schmooze, you can request air 
time by contacting Chagigah 
Radio at HalSlifer@WERS.org.

“Chagigah” radio show 
offers free promotion 

for synagogues   

Chagigah host Hal Slifer

SAVE THE DATE
Jewish Journal will hold its annual 

“Honorable Menschions Gala” 
on Sunday morning, Oct. 18. 

This year, it will be a virtual event. 

More details to come!

Please mark your calendars.

LIKE WHAT 
YOU’RE READING?
Make a tax-deductible 

donation at 
jewishjournal.org



Israeli Transportation Minister 
Miri Regev gave the green light to 
the establishment of a commuter 
ferry line that would reduce high-
way traffic to and from the center 
of the country, Channel 12 reported 
on Monday.

According to the report, Regev 
was presented with the idea after 
asking for “out-of-the-box” solu-
tions to the problem of ever-increas-
ing congestion in and around Tel 
Aviv. The ferry, based on similar sys-
tems in New York City, Istanbul and 
Bangkok, would link Tel Aviv with 
Netanya and Hadera to its north, 
and Ashdod to its south.

According to Israel’s Channel 12, 
a ferry ride from Netanya to Tel Aviv 
would take 20 minutes, compared 
to an average journey of 49 minutes 
by car, or 29 minutes by train. 

Last week, Metropolitan Mass 
Transit System (NATA) chairman 
Rami Blinkov told the Economic 
Affairs Committee of the Knesset 
that the Tel Aviv light rail will not 
open before October 2022, one year 
later than expected, because of the 
lack of Chinese laborers who are 
heavily involved in the project.
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economic-health crisis that no 
Israeli leader has ever faced. 
This all comes at a time when 
there are signs of increasing 
tension on the Lebanese border.

Netanyahu’s opposition 
has seized on the health and 
economic crises to press for 
a change in leadership only 
weeks after Netanyahu and his 
main foe, Benny Gantz, joined 
to form an emergency but 
unwieldy coalition. Yair Lapid, 
the leader of the opposition, 
says Netanyahu has lost the 
moral authority to lead.

Lapid and the mostly anti-
Netanyahu press corps have 

defended and highlighted 
the increasingly rancorous 
and violent protests around 
Netanyahu’s house in Jerusalem. 
The protesters are divided 
between those with clear eco-
nomic complaints (who are 
largely non-violent) and those 
who have always wanted to top-
ple Netanyahu at all costs, even 
closing Jerusalem’s streets for 
weeks on end.

The loudest protesters have 
made nights a living hell for 
many Jerusalem residents. The 
protesters camp out on streets 
and in parks, often defecating 
and urinating in public, creating 
a public health hazard, and few 
of them are practicing social dis-
tancing during the virus crisis.

“This is virus bonanza,” said 
a police official who tried to 
enforce mask wearing. At most 

demonstrations, there have 
been few arrests, but 161 peo-
ple were cited for not wearing 
masks. Some Israeli media – 
particularly the three TV outlets 
– say the government wanted to 
use the virus to close down the 
protests.

Some Israelis – especially 
on the Israeli Right – claim the 
anti-Netanyahu protesters have 
gotten kid-glove treatment even 
when they close down streets or 
cause injuries or major prop-
erty damage. Still, the scenes 
of Israeli residents being drilled 
with water cannons by their 
own police has caused concern 
throughout the country. 

Amit Segal, political com-
mentator for Channel Two TV 
recalled that the police and 
the courts were far less toler-
ant of Israelis protesting the 

withdrawal and forced evacua-
tion of Gaza, led by then-Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon. This week 
marks the 15th anniversary of 
that withdrawal.

Then, in 2005, non-violent 
demonstrators who sat down at 
one road junction were arrested 
on charges of hamrada – insur-
rection. The press enthusias-
tically backed Sharon and his 
false charges that right-wing 
settlers planned to kill police 
and throw acid at soldiers. Buses 
of protesters were intercepted 
even before they could unfurl 
a banner. Children as young as 
10 were swept up in massive 
arrests and held for interroga-
tion and incarceration for sev-
eral days.

In 2005, the press supported 
the aggressive arrest policy as 
well as the Gaza withdrawal. 

Fifteen years later, the country, 
but not the press, has moved 
to the right ideologically. The 
Gaza withdrawal is now seen as 
a failure. Hamas took over Gaza 
and used it to launch rockets 
at Israel. The media is seen as 
Leftist.

A recent Israeli Democracy 
Institute survey reported that 
only 36 percent of Israelis trust 
the press. Most of that trust is 
on the Left. On the Right, under 
15 percent believe the press.

Meanwhile, the Iranian-
funded Hezbollah terror orga-
nization is stepping up combat 
probes on the Lebanese bor-
der. They do not discriminate 
between Rightist or Leftist 
Israelis.

Michael Widlanski is a 
Jerusalem-based journalist. 

Israel’s 
Hybrid Crisis
from page 5

mirror. Both asking the question of what 
we really look like when we are alone. 
Where do we find a rhythm that moves 
us, when the broader societal music that 
we have danced to stops playing?

It is a terrifying question. But it’s also 
a strangely exhilarating one as well. And 
it’s a real grown up question. A hybrid 
Tisha B’Av coronavirus question.

On an existential level, what hap-
pens when the altar of blame we often 
frequent is suddenly eliminated? What 
happens if our backs are against the wall 
for the first time in our lives and we are 
forced to finally look in the mirror and 
reflect? 

This has been the case for all of us in 
one form or another during this tumul-
tuous time, when the fingers that we 
point to, to account for our sorrow – or 
joy – can no longer be pointed. What do 
you see when the only thing gazing back 
at you is you?

I finally have a real emotional frame 
of reference for the questions they must 
have asked 2,000 years ago. Though we 
are now asking a new series of ques-
tions, they are rooted in a similar form 
of upheaval. Questions like who are we 
as Jews without attending a synagogue? 
(Imagine a Judaism without Hanukkah, 
Passover, Fiddler on the Roof and Barbra 
Streisand) Seriously though, where do 
we go from here? 

What do you mourn for when the 

“replacement” for the loss of the Temple 
has been taken as well; when you can’t 
even really get inside the building that 
you go to, in order to commemorate loss? 

Where and how do you pray for the 
loss of the holy Temples when your shul 
is closed too? What do you do when the 
structure you count on to be your rock, 
your Moses, your Rebbe, has been added 
to the present day Tisha B’Av victim list? 
How do we mourn when even mourn-
ing has been taken from us? How do we 
rebuild a Third Temple that hasn’t even 
been built yet?

Side note: The renaissance of Jewish 
life in the aftermath of its utter devasta-
tion is the only reason we are even here 
to ask the question of “where do we all 
go from here?” That should tell us some-

thing. Also, they did it without Zoom. Or 
cell phones. Without the very Facebook 
or Instagram that you might be on right 
now, reading this! 

My hope is that this will end soon and 
we will go back to life as usual. The only 
question is will we have changed? Will we 
have grown in some fundamental way? 
Or will we have squandered the opportu-
nity to like what we see when we look in 
the mirror when we once again lose that 
real mirror and go back to seeing what-
ever it is that society’s mirror shows us.

 I don’t have all the answers or any for 
that matter. I am in the same boat as you. 
I’m also trying to make sense out of this.

 Rabbi Yossi Lipsker leads Chabad of 
the North Shore.

Tisha B’Av
from page 4

Israel’s newly 
appointed coro-
navirus proj-
ect coordinator, 
professor Ronni 
Gamzu, pre-
sented his plan 
to halt the spread 
of COVID-19. In 
a press confer-
ence with Israeli 
Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, Defense Minister Benny 
Gantz and Health Minister Yuli Edelstein. Gamzu, 
who was tasked just days ago with overseeing the 
country’s response to the pandemic, stressed the 
urgency of the matter.

As of yesterday, Israel had recorded more than 
67,000 case of covid, with 490 deaths.

“We must understand: In the hospitals, a crisis 
is beginning. Among the populace, a crisis is begin-
ning,” he said. “Infections are rising and the disease 
continues to advance, despite all the efforts that 
have been made.”

The plan, called “Magen Israel” or “Shield of 
Israel,” consists of three main components: trans-
ferring responsibility for contact-tracing and break-
ing the virus’s transmission chains from the Health 
Ministry to the Israel Defense Forces, a “new con-
tract” between the country’s government and citi-
zens and improving the manner in which informa-
tion about the pandemic is conveyed to the public.

Israel’s new coronavirus chief 
launches national plan to combat 

the pandemic

JEWISH WORLD AND MIDEAST NEWS
— JNS.org —

Israeli actress Shira Haas was 
nominated on Tuesday for an Emmy 
Award for Outstanding Lead Actress in 
a Limited Series or Movie for her per-
formance in Netflix’s “Unorthodox.”

The 25-year-old Haas won acclaim 
for her role as Esty, a young haredi 
woman from Brooklyn who flees to 
Berlin to escape an unhappy arranged 
marriage and embraces a secular life-
style there. The four-episode series 
was inspired by the 2012 memoir 
“Unorthodox: The Scandalous 
Rejection of My Hasidic Roots,” by 
Deborah Feldman.

Haas wrote on Instagram in 
response to her nomination: “Thank 
you for all the beautiful messages 
today. I’m still processing it and try-
ing to find the right words. I am so 

happy and so lucky to have had the 
privilege of portraying this character 
and to be nominated for it. Thank 
you to everyone who took part in the 
show and made this happen. Thank 
you to everyone who shared their 
love. I feel it all. I’m truly grateful.”

“Unorthodox” was nominated 
for eight Emmy awards including 
Outstanding Limited Series.

Haas was nominated in the cat-
egory of Outstanding Lead Actress in 
a Limited Series or TV movie, along-
side Cate Blanchett (“Mrs. America”), 
Regina King (“Watchmen”), 
Octavia Spencer (“Self Made”) and 
Kerry Washington (“Little Fires 
Everywhere”).

“The fact that this show managed 
to touch so many people’s hearts and 
to get to so many people, with the 
fact that 50 percent is in Yiddish, it 
just shows that it [transcends bound-
aries],” Haas said after the nomina-
tions. “For example, when I read the 
script, I felt attached. It’s a different 
culture and a very different person 
than me, and I still see myself in this 
character. And people, maybe they’re 
getting tired of seeing only them-
selves. I think people want to see 
someone that looks different from 
them and still manage to see them-
selves.”

Israeli actress Shira Haas gets  
Emmy nod for ‘Unorthodox’ role

“Infections are rising and the 
disease continues to advance,” 
said Ronni Gamzu. Shira Haas in “Unorthodox.”

Israeli transportation 
minister green-lights 

ferry to Tel Aviv
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