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MARBLEHEAD – Hanukkah may light 
up differently this year without the inabil-
ity of temples to hold large in-person gath-
erings due to the pandemic.

“One of the lessons of Hanukkah is that 
in times of darkness we can still create 
light and light is a symbol of hope and faith 
that things will be brighter in the future,” 
said Temple Emanu-El of Marblehead’s 
spiritual leader Rabbi David Meyer.

“As long as people are staying healthy, 
it’s a miracle in and of itself,” said Rabbi 
Richard Perlman, spiritual leader of 
Temple Ner Tamid of the North Shore in 
Peabody about the ability to use Zoom to 
celebrate Hanukkah, instead of its usual 
large carnival.

While many families will celebrate 
Hanukkah at home by lighting menorahs, 
giving gifts, frying potato latkes, and scarf-
ing down jelly doughnuts, or sufganiyot,  

most congregations will also get into the 
act online or with events that involve social 
distancing.

Events range from an outdoor mini-
mitzvah fair at Congregation Shirat Hayam 
in Swampscott to a pop-up drive-in movie 
at the Northshore Mall in Peabody orga-
nized by Chabad Lubavitch of the North 
Shore, Swampscott, Peabody, Lynn and 
Everett. Most events require advanced reg-
istration, with details located on the syna-
gogues’ websites.

Hanukkah starts at sundown on Dec. 
10 (24 Kislev), and Meyer said activities 
around it would be similar to the Zoom 
activities the synagogue held for Passover, 
Rosh Hashanah and Shavuot.

Meyer said there will be a full congre-
gational Community Candle Lighting and 
music on Sunday evening, Dec. 13 at 5:30 
p.m., on Zoom. Religious students are get-
ting goodie bags for Hanukkah that will 
include candles, a dreidel and gelt, among 

Despite pandemic, local temples still plan to light up Hanukkah

By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF 

SWAMPSCOTT – Temples 
are facing challenging financial 
times because of a pandemic 
that has shifted most of their 
offerings online and closed them 
to in-person services and activi-
ties, especially during the High 
Holidays, when many normally 
attract big crowds and conduct 
annual appeals for support.

Financial concerns appear 
to be why Marblehead’s Temple 
Sinai did not renew the con-
tract of Rabbi David Cohen-
Henriquez, or why Swampscott’s 
Congregation Shirat Hayam 
decided to part ways with Cantor 
Alty Weinreb, according to state-
ments made by the two temples’ 
presidents to congregants.

Before those announcements, 
several North Shore synagogues 
were surveyed about how they 
were weathering the pandem-
ic financially, how their High 
Holiday appeals went, and what 
kind of financial assistance they 
were receiving from Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies.

Leaders from six temples 
responded, though they were 
reticent to share financial 
details. 

“Temple Ner Tamid’s finances 
have not suffered greatly despite 
the loss of rental income and 
members’ financial difficulties,” 
said Adele Lubarsky, president 
of the Peabody congregation, 

in an email. “Our clergy and 
leadership have kept our com-
munity together spiritually and 
emotionally.”

Ner Tamid does not have 
an endowment to provide for 
a rainy day or something as 
extraordinary as the COVID 
pandemic, but Lubarsky said 
the temple’s Yom Kippur appeal 
was successful.

At Temple Tiferet Shalom, 
also in Peabody, president 
Rachel Zalvan said via email, 
“Our future looks challenging 
but we have an optimistic out-

look. Our clergy, staff and lay 
leaders are all working so hard 
to keep our members connected 
to the Temple and to each other, 
through outreach calls, visits, 
programs and services.”

“We do raise money through 
donations during the [High 
Holiday] season and those are 
down this year, but this not a 
significant percentage of our 
overall budget,” Zalvan said. The 
temple counts 230 households 
as members.

Eric Kaplan, president of 
Ahavat Achim in Gloucester, 

said the temple’s financial situ-
ation has not changed from last 
year, but the budget has been 
decreased by 15 to 20 percent. 
The temple has a pledge model 
that allows its approximately 
200 member households to pay 
what they can afford.  

“So far, we are this year 
about the same as last year,” 
he said. The temple received a 
federal coronavirus Paycheck 
Protection Program loan that 
allowed it to keep its employ-
ees on the payroll. “That was 
completely forgiven so we didn’t 

have to pay any of it back,” 
Kaplan said.

At Temple Emanu-El in 
Marblehead, “we decided not 
to have an annual appeal this 
year because we wanted to 
respect the fact that people 
are going through hard times,” 
said Executive Director Jamie 
Meyers.

The temple has about 575 
member households.

“Because we have our mem-
bership pledge model, if congre-
gants feel inclined, they can give 
a larger than normal donation,” 
Meyers said. “Avoiding multiple 
asks, and allowing the member-
ship and beyond [to] just simply 
enjoy the worship services was 
priority. We are hoping that end 
of calendar year donations make 
up for some of the lost High 
Holy Day income.”

About 70 percent of the tem-
ple’s operating budget comes 
from pledges, and the balance 
is made up from fundrais-
ing events, the High Holy Day 
appeal, tribute donations, rent-
als, plaques, the religious school, 
and the 4 percent endowment 
income, Meyers said. The tem-
ple also received a PPP loan. 

At Shirat Hayam, “we did pre-
pare this year’s budget in the mid-
dle of the COVID pandemic,” said 
the congregation’s business man-
ager, Anna Hathaway, in October 
before the announcement about 
the cantor’s position. “We did 

Temples absorb financial fallout as pandemic continues

Photo: Ethan Forman/Journal Staff 
Anna Hathaway, business manager of Congregation Shirat Hayam in Swampscott, stands outside the 
synagogue with the temple’s president, Dr. Mark Messenger. The temple, like others on the North Shore, 
is feeling the financial strain of having to close for in-person worship and moving services online.

continued on page 14
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Last Hanukkah, members flocked to Temple Emanu-El’s candle lighting. This year, many 
congregations have moved their holiday celebrations to Zoom due to the pandemic. 
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SALEM – The pivot to Zoom 
in March due to the pandem-
ic proved to be a silver lining 
for the Salem-based Lappin 
Foundation, because it allowed 
the foundation’s programs to 
better reach the young and old, 
and people around the world.

And while the pandem-
ic forced the postponement 
of its signature Youth to Israel 
Adventure in 2020, the founda-
tion is planning its 50th anni-
versary trip next year, either in 
the summer or in December, 
depending on when it’s safe to 
travel.

“Certainly, the darkness of this 
is overwhelming, it’s tragic,” said 
Lappin Foundation Executive 
Director Deborah Coltin about 
the toll the pandemic has taken 
on families. The aim of the foun-
dation’s programming is to add 
“the little bit of light we can find.”

The foundation offers pro-
grams to the Jewish commu-
nity to enhance Jewish identity 
across generations. Its programs, 
including Y2I, are free to remove 
cost as a barrier to participa-
tion. ‘’The trip itself is fully sub-
sidized,” Coltin said. “Airfare, 
accommodations, meals and 
sites are all subsidized. What we 
ask parents to pay for is trip/
medical insurance and a pro-
gram fee.”

The foundation’s latest ini-
tiatives include planning for an 
Introduction to Judaism course 
with local rabbis, and it is form-
ing a Teen Antisemitism Task 
Force.

While the pandemic meant 
the foundation could not offer 
programs in person, Jewish peo-

ple from around the country and 
the world have been tuning in on 
Zoom, well beyond its 30-com-
munity service area.

“It’s opened a whole new mar-
ket, it’s huge,” said Coltin, with 
participants Zooming in from 
Israel, Germany, Poland and 
South Africa, and from states 
including California and Florida.

This past summer, Lappin 
offered a virtual six-week Jewish 
Youth Leadership Seminar that 
attracted nearly 70 college-age 
and high-school students from 
11 states and South Africa, 
something that would not have 
been possible if the seminar had 
been held in person. The youth 
seminar involved a project in 
which teens interviewed dozens 
of Jewish war veterans, the cre-
ation of an online exhibit and a 
remote panel discussion held on 
Zoom on Veterans Day.

“Virtual programming is mak-
ing it easier for intergenerational 
programming. Grandparents are 
joining PJ Library families at our 
PJ Library programs. Teens are 
participating in programs with 
adults,” Coltin said in an email. 

PJ Library is a Jewish book-of-
the-month club open to Jewish 
children, newborns to 12 years 
old, on the North Shore and 
Merrimack Valley. The program 
is now offered remotely. 

Funded by the Lappin 
Foundation with support 
from Epstein Hillel School in 
Marblehead and Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies, children 
are sent age-appropriate books 
in the mail that coincide with 
dozens of free online enrichment 
programs. About 1,000 children 
participate each month, and the 
program allows grandparents 
to participate along with their 
grandkids, Coltin said.

When in-person program-
ming resumes, the foundation 
plans to continue offering a 
remote component, says Coltin, 
who has served as the founda-
tion’s executive director for 24 
years.

“We’ll keep the best of the 
virtual,” she said.

Phoebe Potts of Gloucester, 
Temple Ahavat Achim’s director 
of Family Learning at the Sylvia 
Cohen Religious School, said 
Lappin had an intergenerational 
component well before the pan-
demic.

“Lappin has always co-spon-
sored our Shabbat Circles, and 
they were always intergenera-
tional,” said Potts, who has a 
10-year-old son. A Shabbat 
Circle is a PJ Library program 
that provides a Shabbat service 

for young kids and their families, 
and Coltin led them for many 
years, she said.

While parents and grandpar-
ents took part in them in-per-
son, they are doing so again on 
Zoom. 

“In this way, if you have 
grandparents who are far away, 
in other states, they can be 
together,” Potts said. “I think in 
general, Lappin has always been 
intergenerational because they 
are involved with the entire fam-
ily.” 

Art therapist Sara Roizen of 
Beverly serves on the Lappin 
Foundation’s PJ Library Board 
of Advisors and is a member of 
Temple Ahavat Achim with two 
boys, Rohin, 7, and Kai, 5. They 
have been receiving PJ Library 
books in the mail since Rohin 
was a baby. 

With the switch to remote 
programming, Roizen said she 
has not been as involved with 
Lappin’s programming as much 
as she would like, given the ini-
tial stress of the pandemic and 
the amount of time her kids 
spend online doing school work. 
She hopes to get them more 
involved in upcoming programs. 
However, Roizen has been 
impressed with Lappin’s offer-
ings.

“It’s been really comfort-
ing and grounding to get these 
emails and opportunities from 
the Lappin Foundation,” Roizen 
said. 

Coltin said they are plan-
ning Y2I in 2021 for teens who 
couldn’t go in 2020, plus a group 
eligible to go in 2021. A decision 
on whether the trip will go in 
the summer or alternatively in 
December has yet to be made.

“The plans are done. We have 
hotels, we have the flights, we 
have the tour guides. We need 
the pandemic to be over,” Coltin 
said. 

The foundation would also 
like to offer the trip to Jewish 
teens in the Greater Boston 
area, and they have hired Sarah 
Ovadia as director of develop-
ment to raise funds to accom-
plish this.

In April, the founder of the 
Lappin Foundation, business-
man and Jewish philanthropist 
Robert I. Lappin of Swampscott, 
died at age 98.

Coltin said Lappin’s passing 
left “a huge hole in our hearts,” 
but he kept the Jewish com-
munity in his heart and mind 
when he planned for the future 
of the foundation, whose board 
of directors include Coltin as 
the president; Stacey Comito 
of Peabody, Jody Kipnis of 
Middleton, Jacklyn Lappin 
(Robert Lappin’s granddaughter) 
of Beverly, and Howard Rich of 
Marblehead. 

The foundation’s annual oper-
ating budget is about $1.1 mil-
lion, Coltin said, and it is funded 
by an annual campaign which 
pays for direct program expens-
es, and the Robert I. Lappin 
Charitable Foundation, which 
supports personnel, overhead, 
fundraising and other expenses, 
Coltin said.

“He made it possible to keep it 
going and I thank him every day 
for it. I think about him every 
day,” Coltin said.

Learn more about Lappin 
Foundation at lappinfounda-
tion.org.

Magen David Adom is Israel’s official ambulance, blood-services, and disaster-relief 
organization. MDA has been on the front lines in the fight against coronavirus while 
also contending with terrorist attacks, car accidents, and other threats to Israeli lives.

But Magen David Adom is not government-funded. Its 25,000 EMTs and paramedics, 
most of them volunteers, rely on support from people like you for the supplies and 
equipment they need to perform their lifesaving work. 

There are many ways to support Israel, but none  
that has a greater impact on its people than a gift to  
Magen David Adom. Your support isn’t just  
changing lives — it’s literally saving them. 

Support Magen David Adom  
at afmda.org/chanukah afmda.org

FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE,  
WHO DO ISRAELIS DEPEND ON?  

THEY DEPEND ON YOU.

ASK ABOUT OUR PRE-PLANNING SAVINGS.
CREMATION OPTIONS AVAILABLE.
No synagogue or temple affiliation required.

polcemetery@gmail.com
(978) 594-4249 • www.prideoflynn.org

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
AND CHEVRA MISHNA
89 LAKE SHORE ROAD, LYNN, MA 01904

Serving Boston and the Greater North Shore  
Jewish and interfaith families since 1920.

Compassionate personalized service. Individual and  
multiple lots available with competitive pricing. 

Chapel 
Fundraising

GOAL

✡ Chapel built circa 1930 being restored with 
   cathedral ceiling and stained glass windows, 
   and renovated to include Handicapped 
   Accessibility and new year round HVAC. 

✡ Chapel to be available for funerals and 
    unveilings January 2021 or as 
    CDC/DPH guidelines permit.

The Pride of Lynn Cemetery is a 501 c 13 non-profit organization. 
All donations are fully tax-deductible to the full extent permitted by law. 

Please donate to the Chapel Restoration Fund 
today with your check payable to 
PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY, 

c/o Alan Gilbert, 
38 Lions Lane, Salem, MA 01970

polcemetery @gmail.com (978) 594- 4249
www.prideoflynn.org

$75,000

Serving BoSton and the greater north Shore JewiSh & interfaith familieS
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Forced to pivot, Lappin Foundation 
finds new virtual opportunities 

Benjamin Pourati of Newbury
port is shown participating in PJ 
Library Kids Cooking at Home, 
a virtual Lappin Foundation 
program held before Rosh 
Hashanah. 

Robert Gromelski

rgromelski@walshinsurance.com  |   781-367-4645

87 Margin Street, Salem, MA 01970  |  978-745-3300

John J. Walsh Insurance 
Agency 

has welcomed 
Robert Gromelski 
to their sales team. 

Robert Gromelski has  
been helping North Shore 
businesses and families  
with their insurance needs 
for over 30 years.
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PEABODY – Chabad of Pea-
body is commissioning a Torah 
scroll to celebrate its lucky chai 
18th birthday year, what the 
rabbi and his wife have called 
the “Year of Love.”

However, Torah scrolls don’t 

come cheap, so they are invit-
ing the community to be a part 
of its commissioning, which 
would fulfill a mitzvah in the 
process.

“The 613th  Commandment 
of the Torah is to write a 
Torah,” said Rabbi Nechemia 
Schusterman, Chabad’s spiritual 
leader, “but it’s a very expensive 

commandment to observe. So, 
one of the ways you can observe 
it symbolically, and actually, is to 
own a letter of the Torah.”

Donors can sponsor a letter, 
word, or verse in the new Torah. 

The commissioning of the 
scroll is part of a yearlong cel-
ebration that includes a number 
of initiatives, including a mezu-
zah campaign, Shabbat activi-
ties, and a social distancing 
drive-in Hanukkah movie and 
menorah lighting at 4:30 p.m. on 
Dec. 16 in the parking lot of the 
Northshore Mall.

The “MezuzahItForward” 
campaign has the goal of install-
ing 180 kosher mezuzahs – each 
containing a scroll made of 
parchment – in homes across 
the North Shore. These usually 
cost $45, but the program has 
been underwritten, lowering the 
cost to $18. (You can learn more 
about these and other programs 
at jewishpeabody.com.)

Raizel Schusterman, the rab-
bi’s wife, codirector of Chabad 
and director of its Hebrew 
school, said they are also plan-
ning a program after Hanukkah 
called “Shabbat Across 
Peabody,” which includes sup-
plying the materials for Shabbat 
observance, and a class explain-
ing how it’s done. The program 
is not just focused on families, 
but singles and empty-nesters 
as well.

“And you get to have some of 
Raizel’s magical cooking for free 
if you want,” Schusterman said. 
“It’s like all the programs, we are 
calling it ‘Year of Love pricing,’ 
everything is free and donations 
are appreciated.”

The rabbi said other ini-

tiatives include mailing out 
a free box of candles around 
Hanukkah and decorative tze-
dakah boxes around Passover to 
those on its mailing list.

One big wish for this year 
was to commission a Torah, and 
David and Harriet Moldau of 
Peabody have stepped up to 
become lead donors in honor of 
Harriet’s family members who 
were killed in the Holocaust.

Her mother came to America 
a couple of weeks before the 
war started, David Moldau said. 

Both her mother and father 
came from Poland. While an 
aunt and uncle managed to sur-
vive, everyone else in her family 
perished.

Independent of the Torah 
scroll commissioning, David 
Moldau had wondered about 
the 613 Commandments. He 
knew the first one, “to be fruitful 
and multiply,” but he had never 
read the last one.

“So, I looked it up, and it 
was ‘You shall write your own 

It’s important to take advantage of the govern-
ment’s Fair Credit Reporting Act and get your free 

credit report every year, even if you aren’t planning 
to get a loan soon. And when you go get your report, 
it’s essential to go over all the information in detail 
because, according to a study by the U.S. Public 

Interest Research Group, nearly 80% of credit reports contain mistakes.
Inaccuracies in your credit report could cost you time and money 

during a loan process or could even derail it altogether. So it’s important 
to dispute any mistakes like incorrect account balances, bills from non-
existing accounts, lower credit limits, old items that were handled years 
ago and even wrong addresses. All of these errors can raise suspicion with 
a lender and could impede the loan process.

Correcting your report is quite straightforward. Just go online to  
www.ftc.gov/freereports and follow their simple two-step process to get 
your credit report up-to-date and in good condition before you meet with 
your lender.

EXPERIENCE Is THE DIFFERENCE.
Feel free to call me at SAGAN REALTORS

on all aspects of buying or selling real estate 
at 781-367-8150
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ment’s Fair Credit Reporting Act and get your free 
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to get a loan soon. And when you go get your report, Phyllis Levin
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Feel free to call me on all aspects  
of buying or selling real estate

at 781-367-8150

JUsT CAll AND I’ll DO THE REsT

LISTEN TO COMMUNITY LEADER  
JIM SHAINKER AND GUESTS
DISCUSS CURRENT EVENTS ~ LITERATURE ~ HOLIDAYS ~  

POLITICS ~ ISRAEL ~ MUSIC ~ HALACHA ~ AND MORE

L’CHAIM 
JEWISH INTERACTIVE RADIO

FRIDAY @10AM ~ SUNDAY @7PM
980 AM / WWW.980WCAP.COM / ANY RADIO APP

YOU CAN BE PART OF THE SHOW!

Notice a Change in Mom or Dad?
Cohen Florence Levine Estates and 

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan Estates Assisted Livings
can be exactly what you need.

We will give your loved one warmth, support, 
comfort and companionship. 

Call or email us today!

201 Captains Row, Chelsea, MA 02150                                                                            240 Lynnfield Street, Peabody, MA 01960

Email Kristen Donnelly at 
kdonnelly@chelseajewish.org

or call 617-887-0826

Email Marisa Iafrate at
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or call 978-854-1812 

www.chelseajewish.org

Kosher Dietary Laws Observed

Glatt Kosher Meat Available
We Have the Best Deli & Smoked Fish Party Platters!

LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI

Catering
by Tevya

474 Lowell St., Peabody (978-535-6449) (FAX 978-535-6816)
Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Mass.
Visit our website: www.levineskoshermkt.com

PEPPER 
STEAK 
Great for stir fry

$8.99 lb

FROM OUR DELI DEPT
Buy 1 lb of our

COOKED 
CORNED BEEF 

And receive FREE 1 lb
HALF SOUR PICKLES

FROM OUR DAIRY DEPT
Buy 1 lb of our

HAND-CUT  
LOX 

And receive FREE 1 lb
CREAM CHEESE

FROM TEVYA’S KITCHEN
Buy a

BARBECUED
CHICKEN 

And receive FREE 1 lb
POTATO SALAD or COLE SLAW
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Chabad of Peabody celebrates its 18th ‘Year of Love’ 
with Torah of Unity and Healing

Photo: Ethan Forman/Journal Staff photo
Raizel Schusterman and her husband Rabbi Nechemia Schusterman 
are marking Chabad of Peabody’s 18th birthday year with a series of 
celebrations and initiatives, including the commissioning of a Torah 
of Unity and Healing.

contimued on page 13



By Naomi Chazan 

TEL AVIV – Benjamin Netan
yahu boasts that “he has been 
very busy” in recent weeks since 
the results of the U.S. elec
tions have made it clear that 
Joe Biden will be inaugurated as 
the 46th president of the United 
States on Jan. 20. He has done 
practically everything conceiv
able to create new facts on the 
ground, prior to the transfer of 
power in Washington. Together 
with the present occupant of the 
White House and his fellow trav
eler, Donald Trump, the flurry of 
activity that Netanyahu has ini
tiated on the regional level – and 
especially on the Palestinian 
front – presents immense chal
lenges to the incoming U.S. 
administration, raising serious 
questions for the Israeli relation
ship with the United States in 
the future.

Netanyahu’s assumption that 
his provocative adventurism 
during this lame duck period 
can be carried out with impu
nity, however, is misplaced 
– if not utterly mistaken. The 

amount of suspicion and illwill 
it fosters threatens to endan
ger decades of robust Israeli ties 
with the United States. The close 
association between Trump 
and Netanyahu, frequently at 
the expense of the longterm 
interests of the countries they 
head, has already undermined 
the bipartisan basis upon which 
these links have rested. Instead 
of further endangering their 
durability, Israeli coalition, as 
well as opposition leaders, would 
do well to rein in Netanyahu’s 
hyperactivity before it is too late. 

Netanyahu has many reasons 
to use the short weeks before the 
transfer of power in Washington 
to his advantage. In his mind, 
this period provides an unusual 
opportunity to pursue a multi
plicity of actions with very little 
– if any – detrimental pushback. 
In fact, military initiatives both 
close and farther from home 
can, or so he thinks, assist in res
urrecting his somewhat tainted 
image as “Mr. Security,” while 
simultaneously reinforcing his 
rightwing political base. 

Indeed, in light of the drop 

in his popularity in the wake 
of repeated errors in the man
agement of the COVID19 pan
demic and its socioeconomic 
fallout, external ventures have 
the added value of diverting 
attention away from growing 
domestic unrest on the eve of 
yet another round of elections 
to be conducted during his trial 
on several counts of bribery and 
malfeasance. The prime min
ister is well aware of the fact 
that this window comes with 
the backing – perhaps even the 
direct encouragement – of the 
Trump administration and its 
emissaries (especially Secretary 
of State Michael Pompeo and 
Ambassador David Friedman) 
during its waning days in office. 
These unique circumstances, 
together with personal motives 
reinforced by ideological ones, 
provide a particularly tempt
ing incentive for a wide array of 
regional escapades.

These have focused, most 
recently, on Iran. The assassi
nation of the head of Teheran’s 
nuclear program, Mosan 
Fakhrizaideh late last month 

(attributed by foreign sources 
to Israeli operatives) – follow
ing swiftly on the drone attack 
on Iran’s uranium enrichment 
facility in Natanz – has been 
touted as a critical move in halt
ing Iran’s nuclear program. But 
its capacity to delay – let alone 
stop – such a development is 
widely disputed. The leaders of 
the European Union, including 
Angela Merkel, have decried this 
move, not only as a flagrant vio
lation of international law, but 
also as extremely unhelpful in 
dealing with the Iranian nucle
ar conundrum. In Washington, 
officials in the incoming Biden 
administration have been quot
ed as viewing this act as a direct 
threat to its intentions to review 
American involvement in the 
JCPOA and to revive diplomat
ic options visàvis Iran. They 
have also expressed concern 
with its implications for regional 
stability. Surely, these are not 
ingredients which bode well for 
Netanyahu’s policies come the 
end of January.

The same holds true for the 
escalation of Israeli activities on 
its northern front. Israeli forays 
into Syria, targeted mainly at 
Iranian bases, have escalated in 
recent weeks, hard on the heels 
of the liquidation of the mas
termind of Iranian extraterrito
rial involvement in the region, 
General Qassem Soleimani, ear
lier this year. Skirmishes with 
Hezbollah forces in Syria and 
along the Lebanese border have 
reinforced this trend. Similar 
actions further south, especial
ly in Gaza, have also escalated, 
just as intraPalestinian talks 
aimed at reconciliation between 
Hamas and the PLO were begin
ning to bear fruit. Once again, 
Israel’s penchant for the mili
tary option at this time is not 
increasing its popularity in soon 
powerful political quarters in 
the United States or, for that 
matter, elsewhere.

Netanyahu’s steppedup 
interchanges with countries to 
Israel’s south are another source 
of concern (or is it growing irrita

tion?) in these circles. With the 
notable exception of the United 
Arab Emirates, overtures to 
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, how
ever appealing to the imagina
tion, have yet to yield substantial 
results on the diplomatic front 
(although they have apparently 
given significant boosts to the 
U.S. arms industry). These have 
faltered not only as a result of 
the understandable reluctance 
of these potential Israeli partners 
to arouse the ire of the incoming 
administration, but also because 
of their ongoing concerns over 
the Palestinian issue.

Even the most vigilant have 
found it almost impossible to 
follow the many changes that 
the Netanyahu government has 
introduced, some stealthily, in 
the West Bank in recent months. 
With the backing of the Trump 
administration, the blurring of 
the Green Line separating Israel 
proper from the Palestinian ter
ritories occupied since 1967, 
has accelerated. The freeze on 
Jewish settlement construction 
in these areas has been lifted, 
unleashing what is projected 
to be the greatest construction 
boom ever (estimated in its 
first stage at over 5,000 housing 
units). Tellingly, tenders have 
been issued for the establish
ment of a new settlement in the 
E1 area near Ma’ale Adumim, 
essentially truncating the north
ern from the southern portions 
of the West Bank. Scores of 
previously unrecognized out
posts have been legitimized in 
the past week — an act that, 
given the saturation of events 
domestically and externally, 
took place almost without any 
public notice. And new tenders 
for construction in Jerusalem – 
in Givat Hamatos, in Har Gilo 
on lands belonging to Walaja, in 
Har Homa, and near Atarot – all 
impinge on Palestinian sections 
of the city.

These measures cannot 
be isolated from other repres
sive policies, such as the rise in 
home demolitions, especially in 
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area C which, according to Trump’s “Deal 
of the Century,” are slated to be annexed 
to Israel (129 such structures have been 
destroyed in the past three weeks alone). 
Palestinians throughout the West Bank 
have experienced constant harassment: 
their olive trees were cut down by set-
tlers, some of their harvest stolen, their 
grazing lands further limited and their 
movement curtailed. The number of 
Palestinians injured or killed during con-
frontations induced by repressive mea-
sures continues to grow. All this is tak-
ing place just when it is becoming clear 
that the Trump-Netanyahu program to 
bypass the Palestinian question cannot 
hold water for much longer: it has been 
rejected by the international commu-
nity, by the European Union, by some of 
Israel’s closest allies elsewhere, by many 
Israeli citizens, and is under review by the 
incoming Biden team.

The bevy of recent initiatives instigat-
ed by Netanyahu and his cohorts will not 
necessarily endure. Some have only sym-
bolic value at this juncture (notably the 
legalization of settlements in defiance 
of international law and conventions). 

Others fly in the face of acceptable norms 
(targeted assassinations, for one). But 
the cumulative effect of these policies is 
akin to pouring fuel on what is already an 
exceptionally volatile situation with wor-
risome implications. No good can come 
to Israel from igniting the region. Nor can 

its strategic partnership with the United 
States survive for much longer unless it 
understands that this alliance relies both 
on mutual values as well as common 
interests.

The intemperate rush to alter the 
parameters of Israel’s position in the 

region though the use of force threatens 
to upend the rules-based global order 
that has buttressed its existence since its 
inception. It also sacrifices the possibility 
of its peaceful integration into the Middle 
East on the altar of the immediate politi-
cal and personal considerations of the 
current prime minister.

There are consequences to this behav-
ior. Flaunting Israeli military might could 
yet trigger lethal responses. It also cannot 
but threaten Israel’s longstanding con-
nection with the United States. Hopefully, 
the damage wrought in these unsettling 
days can be contained temporarily. But if 
there is not an understanding that lasting 
partnerships are a two-way street, Israel’s 
viability is at risk. For Israel’s benefit – if 
not that of its present prime minister – a 
serious effort must be made now to for-
tify the value-rooted foundations of this 
irreplaceable alliance and imbue it with 
alternative and updated – primarily dip-
lomatic – strategies that will give it lasting 
meaning.

Naomi Chazan is the former deputy 
speaker of the Knesset. 

Photo by Avi Ohayon/GPO
President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in happier times. 
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By Harold Rhode
JNS.org

Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei said that there must 
be a “definite punishment” for the 

last week’s assassination of Mohsen 
Fakhrizadeh, the head of the Islamic 
Republic’s military nuclear program.

It was a vague statement, as he didn’t 
mention whom he thought was respon-
sible or specify the punishment. But why 
be so vague?

The regime’s failure to prevent this – as 
other past assassinations of Iran’s nuclear 
scientists – makes it look powerless. And 
powerlessness, in Iranian culture, equals 
humiliation, which must be avoided at 
all costs. Avoiding humiliation is a daily 
struggle for Iranians, who consider death 
preferable

If Khamenei were to be specific about 
the “punishment” he mentioned and 
then failed to deliver on it, Iranians would 
see him as powerless and he would be 
humiliated.

So, when something like Fakhrizadeh’s 
assassination takes place, senior leaders 
such as Khamenei automatically shift the 
blame to lower officials. Those under-

lings do the same to those below them in 
status. The blame, then, continues to be 
pushed down the ladder, as everyone is 
engaged in humiliation avoidance.

Many lower-level officials have 
accused Israel of having perpetrated the 

assassination, without any knowledge of 
what actually happened or investigation 
into it. Facts and evidence are not impor-
tant in Mideast culture; what matters 
most in that part of the world is preserv-
ing one’s honor.

But honor has a different meaning in 
the Middle East than it does in the West. 
To the former, honor is connected to 
what other people say about you; to the 
latter, it involves doing the right thing.

Honor and shame are not words com-
monly bandied about in the West, where-
as in Iran, they are a key part of every-
one’s language and discourse.

In the West, when something goes 
wrong, we might say, “never mind” and 
then go about our business, often not 
giving the mishap a second thought.

In Iran, on the other hand, when 
something goes wrong, people use the 
Persian phrase “eib na-dare,” which 
roughly translates as, “Don’t worry; what 
you did won’t cause you shame and 
humiliation.”

In other words, avoiding shame for an 
incident matters more than the incident 
itself.

By using the vague phrase “definite 
punishment,” then, Khamenei was avoid-
ing blame for his government’s failure to 
prevent the assassination of Fakhrizadeh.

Harold Rhode served as an Advisor on 
Islamic Culture for 28 years in the Office 
of the U.S. Department of Defense. 

By Gilad Erdan

Some 850,000 Jews have 
been deported from Arab 
countries and Iran, but 

their stories are not heard in 
E.U. meetings and their pho-
tos cannot be found hanging 
in exhibitions in the corridors 
of the United Nations. Their 
names are not mentioned in 
the thousands of U.N. resolu-
tions of recent decades, and the 
international community has 
not earmarked an annual date 
to mark their plight.

The United Nations may see 
them as “negligible” refugees – 
but we do not. After their failure 
to prevent the establishment of 
the State of Israel, and as part of 
the Arab outrage after the Nov. 
29, 1947 decision setting the 
process in motion, Arab states 
launched war not only against 
the newly formed Jewish state 
but also against the peaceful, 
thriving Jewish communities 
living in their midst.

Entire communities in 

Morocco, Iraq, Egypt, Syria, 
Lebanon, Iran and other coun-
tries were “erased” and with 
them, thousands of years of her-
itage, culture and history were 
obliterated. The United Nations 
has never done anything to 
acknowledge the gross injustice 

inflicted on our brethren, who 
were assaulted, murdered and 
robbed of their property by the 
Arab states they called home.

In the decades since the 
deportation of Jews from those 
countries, the United Nations 
has worked to help only 

“Palestinian refugees.” UNRWA, 
the U.N. agency for Palestinian 
refugees, has received tens of 
billions of dollars for the wel-
fare of these refugees and their 
families. But these funds have 
also gone toward encouraging 
terrorism and incitement, and 
they perpetuate the false narra-
tive of the Palestinian “right of 
return.”

I see it as the moral duty of 
the State of Israel, and as my 
own duty, to fight to right the 
wrong done to our brothers and 
sisters. As Israel’s ambassador 
to the United Nations and out 
of a deep commitment to them, 
I will work to raise awareness 
of the issue among the interna-
tional community.

This proposal does not 
mean to provoke strife with our 
neighbors, rather to see justice 
is served and to bring about 
equality in the world’s approach 
to the immense injustice inflict-
ed on our people. I intend to 
submit a draft resolution on the 
matter to the U.N. Secretariat, 

and use of the ties I have already 
fostered with many ambassa-
dors to mobilize broad support.

If the international com-
munity truly seeks to promote 
peace between Israel and its 
neighbors, it must recognize 
the historical truth and injus-
tice inflicted on Arab Jewry. The 
discourse we will foster in the 
United Nations may not change 
history, but it will restore the 
respect they deserve and recog-
nize the decades-long injustice.

The Abraham Accords are a 
ray of light for the thousands 
of Jews currently living in Arab 
states. The rapprochement 
between Israel, Bahrain and 
the United Arab Emirates – and 
soon, I hope other Arab coun-
tries as well – should encourage 
Arab leaders to support the 
Jewish communities in their 
countries and allow them to 
proudly celebrate their heritage.

Gilad Erdan is Israel’s 
ambassador to the United 
Nations.

The purpose of vague Iranian threats

A chance to right a historical wrong 

Wikipedia photo
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, the head of the Islamic Republic’s military nuclear program, was 
killed last week in Iran. 

Photo: Jewish Agency / Wikipedia photo
Immigrants at a transit camp in Israel, 1950. 
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By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

During Hanukkah, when 
December’s days grow 
shorter and darker, the 

words of a new poem by Boston’s 
poet laureate will illuminate the 
facade of the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston, piercing the dark-
ness of the season.

Porsha Olayiwola’s “Black as 
Light,” will be projected on the 
MFA’s historic Fenway entrance 
through an original design by 
award-winning photographer 
Erik Jacobs.

A few miles away, in 
Dorchester, the Bowdoin Street 
Health Care Center will shim-
mer in “The Light From Within,” 
by South African-born Israeli-
American artist Caron Tabb, in 
a collaboration with teens from 
Artists For Humanity and staff of 
the clinic. The silvery silhouette 
staff portraits celebrate the resil-
ience of the community, hard hit 
by the pandemic, and reflect the 
essence of Hanukkah.

In Chelsea, a city teeming 
with immigrants that was once 
home to a vibrant Jewish com-
munity, a wall will glow with 
Clint Baclawski’s light installa-
tion of a photographic image 
that symbolizes the nine-
branched Hanukkah menorah. 

The trio of public art installa-
tions, along with five others, are 
part of “Brighter Connected,” 
an uplifting Hanukkah-themed 
project produced by Jewish Arts 
Collaborative.

JArts paired local artists with 
eight Boston-area neighbor-
hoods, continuing the group’s 
trailblazing support of Jewish-
inspired public art that connects 
the area’s diverse communities 
through engaging cultural pro-
grams. The works will be on view 
across Greater Boston Dec. 9-18. 

Public art is a way to draw 
attention to the miracle of 
Hanukkah, which is a mitzvah, 
and it’s an opportunity to show-
case the holiday’s relevance, 
JArts executive director Laura 
Mandel told the Journal in a 

phone conversation. “Even if 
you are not Jewish, there’s a way 
to connect,” Mandel said.

“Brighter Connected,” a safe, 
social distanced outdoor activ-
ity, is one of four Hanukkah pro-
grams the group is producing. 
In addition to “Black as Light” 
and “Brighter Connected,” JArts 
will also produce an augment-
ed-reality Hanukkah gallery for 
a home-based experience; and a 
new, virtual edition of the annu-
al Hanukkah celebration at the 
MFA.

For the past seven years, the 
hugely popular program has 
attracted some 3,500 visitors to 
the museum.

This year, during the pan-
demic, the public is invited 
to tune in from the safety of 
home on Dec. 9, at 6 p.m. with 
a menorah lighting, music by 
Klezmer master Hankus Netsky, 
a dance program, and a look at 
the museum’s Judaica with MFA 
Judaica curator Simona De Nepi. 
A family program begins earlier, 
at 5 p.m. 

The event is supported by 
Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
of Greater Boston, the Consulate 
of Israel to New England, the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
and others. 

The ambitious collaboration 
between Olayiwola and Jacobs 
at the MFA is the largest of the 
art installations. The illumina-
tion, controlled by a laptop, may 
require up to four projectors, 
according to Jacobs, of Medford. 

His building projections 
include the nationally acclaimed 
Boston StandsWithImmigrants, 
which emblazoned larger-than-
life photographs of immigrants 
and refugees in Greater Boston 
on Fenway Park, the Zakim 
Bridge and Symphony Hall, 
among other iconic locations. 

Olayiwola, a Chicago-born 
Jamaica Plain resident, is a ris-
ing star in the poetry world, 
garnering both the Individual 
World Poetry Slam champion-
ship and the National Poetry 
Slam championship. Drawing 
on Afrofuturism and Afro sci-
ence fiction, Olayiwola’s poetry 
explores the black experience, 
lyrically flowing between past, 
present and future. Her work is 
currently on view at the MFA 
in its “Women Take the Floor” 
exhibit. 

While she is not Jewish, the 
ritual of lighting the Hanukkiah 
kindled a spark that connect-
ed the Jewish holiday to Black 

American history, she told the 
Journal in a phone conversation.

A line in the poem, “lantern 
weighting the window,” refers 
to the candles that were hung in 
homes along the Underground 
Railway, a sign of safety for 
Blacks escaping slavery. 

“I thought of those intersect-
ing moments. We are so much 
closer than we think,” she said. 

For Jacobs, the poem on race 
and identity is a touchpoint at a 
time when the country is divided. 

“We are trying to put a small 
dent in the racial divide we face 
as a nation,” Jacobs said. “Poetry 
is a way for people to transport 
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Boston-area artists illuminate Hanukkah in new ways 

Photo: Clint Backlawski/courtesy Jewish Arts Collaborative
“Bough” by Clint Baclawski is a site-specific light installation that 
symbolizes the nine branches of the Hanukkiah. It will be projected 
on an outdoor Chelsea storefront from Dec. 9-18 as part of the 
Jewish Arts Collaborative’s “Brighter Connected” Hanukkah public 
art installations. 
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By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

Late December, 1977, and as I 
begin to climb the subway stairs 
leading up to West 72nd, I can 
already hear the wind swirling. 
It’s below 20 degrees outside, and 
I can’t conceive of being seen 

in the 
city with 
a hat, or 
g l o v e s . 
When I 

exhale, my breath is suspended 
– revealing a diaphanous appa-
rition. In the forefront of the 
grime on the tiled walls, all of 

my thoughts seem to stare back 
at me, and I briefly wonder why I 
am in New York. But in a second 
or two, a gust of wind carries 
the image in different directions 
and I keep climbing the steps 
anyway, determined to carry out 
a plan that I believe might bring 
some form of absolution. 

It all seems to make sense, 
but then again I am 18 and have 
no real idea of how to meet a 
famous person. I am determined 
to at least catch a glimpse of 
John Lennon. I have read that 
he lives by Central Park, in the 
Dakota building. If I meet him I 
won’t have much to say, except 

thank you. His post-Beatles 
songs, which I have listened 
to nearly nonstop for the pre-
vious two years, have brought 
an unexpected simplicity and 
clarity into my own foggy life. 
Lennon has helped steer me in 
the right direction: “Imagine” 
could be liturgy straight out of 
the Torah; “Give Me Some Truth” 
bestows street smarts even to 
the privileged suburban child; 
“Jealous Guy” seems to absorb 
all my angst over would-be girl-
friends; “Working Class Hero” is 
a roadmap of a path to avoid; 
and “God” – well, even God 
would probably approve. 

All of this tutelage has been 
playing out in my second-floor 
bedroom that looks out over our 
backyard, and the maple and 
oak trees that fill out the neigh-
borhood and lead all the way 
to the ocean about a mile east. 
When I turned 16, my parents 
scraped together a couple of 
hundred bucks and bought me 
a Technics receiver, ADC speak-
ers, a BSR turntable and a set 

of headphones. With this gift, I 
was able to step into a world 
that didn’t seem to exist just a 
few years before when I would 
diligently place my 45s onto my 
red record player. 

After I got my driver’s license, 
I would sojourn to Salem to 
rummage through the used 
record bins – nestled in between 
bongs and pipes and black-light 
Hendrix and Jefferson Airplane 
posters at a couple of head shops. 
I glommed onto the $1 vinyl to 
replace the farrago of cassettes 
and 8-tracks and 45s scattered 
throughout the house. The foun-
dation would be built on Beatles 
records, of course, and while 
each had a blemish – a scratch 
here and there, a dimpled cover 
– I was able to establish a mod-
est library of 33s for about $100. 
After each purchase of a Lennon 
or George Harrison solo album, 
or a Jethro Tull, Dylan or Stones 
offering, I’d slide the cover into 
a faux-walnut record cabinet 
that eventually grew so fragile its 
sides unstapled when I pushed 
my hundredth LP into its coffers. 

It was at night, long after my 
parents and sisters and grand-
mother had gone to sleep, when 
the epiphanies would arrive. I’d 
tiptoe toward the receiver, push 
its power button and the light 
from the component would sig-
nal a connection with the new 
world – a future where anything 
seemed possible, that would 
include adults, and decision-
making, and faraway cities, and 
love and … a career? 

I hoped for all of this but 
really had no idea of how to 
get there, save for the books 
I’d read – a bit of Hemingway, 
Abby Hoffman and Philip Roth. 
Now, music was fast becoming 

a paint-by-numbers template 
of how to enter adulthood. And 
Lennon had the most acces-
sible message, and delivered it 
in short, pious bursts: “God is a 
concept by which we measure 
our pain”; “Imagine there’s no 
heaven / It’s easy if you try”; 
“Instant Karma’s gonna get you / 
Gonna knock you off your feet”; 
“Singing power to the people”; 
“Love is the answer / And you 
know that, for sure.” 

On and on and on it would go, 
and as the stereo’s dim light grew 
brighter into the early morning 
hours, Lennon’s lessons would 
continue through the head-
phones. They all seemed to 
focus on common sense and the 
importance of listening to your 
gut and taking action. These 
songs reinforced what I learned 
as a child, in, of all places, 
Hebrew School: I had free will. 
And so, as a high school senior, 
I somehow worked up the cour-
age to announce to my parents 
that I would not be accepting the 
full scholarship that had been 
offered from a business school, 
and told them I planned to write 
and make documentaries. 

At the top of the subway 
steps, the wind hits my face. 
I walk over to the Dakota and 
ask the doorman if Lennon is 
around. He shrugs and feigns 
ignorance, and I begin to stroll 
around the neighborhood. I 
spend the next four hours duck-
ing into bookshops and bodegas 
before acknowledging that all of 
this is unnecessary. Lennon’s les-
sons had been learned and safe-
guarded, and that would suffice, 
I decide. Besides, I had already 
met Lennon, again and again, 
on his own terms. On the way 
back to the subway, I walk by the 
doorman again and he waves 
me toward his booth. “John’s in 
Japan,” the doorman says with a 
smile. Suddenly, my day makes 
sense. 

Three years later, Lennon is 
killed outside of his apartment 
and for decades I cannot bring 
myself to listen to his music. 
But this year on Dec. 8, the 40th 
anniversary of his death, I will 
stream one of his albums and lis-
ten to it from beginning to end. 
No matter how many times I lis-
ten, each song will be like a short 
story or film that changes ever so 
slightly. I await the subtle shifts. 

Steven A. Rosenberg is the 
publisher and editor of the 
Jewish Journal. Email him at 
Rosenberg@jewishjournal.org.
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to smooth out your days
• Custom gifts

• Specialty food for quick
   ready-to-go meals

for any occasion

ONE STOP SHOPPING
for ALL your beverage needs.

VINNIN
LIQUORS

Shop us @vinninliquors.com for

Delivery, Curbside pick-up, and In-store pick-up
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Meeting Lennon

“If I meet him I won’t have much to say, except thank you,” writes 
the author, seen here in front of an “Imagine” poster in college in 
1980.

FREE 
DELIVERY 

ON FUTURE  
ORDERS

code: JEJO1231 
expires: 12/31/2020

45 Enon Street, Beverly • 978-927-3120
919 Lynnfield Street, Lynn • 781-593-1888
637 Lowell Street, Big Y Plaza, Peabody

978-536-7010

Personal 
Essay



SUNDAY, DEC. 6 
“JOKE’S ON US”4 p.m. Presented 
by Merrimack Valley Jewish 
Federation. A comedic deep dive into 
the absurdities of Jewish life with 
Joel Chasnoff. Hilarious recollections 
from his great grandparents’ botched 
immigration at Ellis Island to serving in 
the IDF unit he nicknamed “The 188th 
Crybaby Brigade,” to the challenges 
of raising a Jewish family of his own. 
For tickets go to: merrimackvalley.
ticketspice.com/spotlight-1. For more 
information, email Laurie@mvjf.org.

LECTURE BY DEBORAH 
MUNK LONG – “Out of the 
Whirlwind: Finding Your Family Lost 
in the Holocaust.” Presented by 
The Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Greater Boston: 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
The daughter of Holocaust survivors, 
Deborah Munk Long reviews the 
best resources and methods for 
determining the fate of those involved 
in the Holocaust, including survivors 
and victims. Free to members, $5 for 
non-members. Register at: jgsgb.org.

TASTING HOPE: EMBODYING 
THE MESSAGES OF 
HANUKKAH & CHRISTMAS 
2 – 3:30 p.m. Presented by Hebrew 
College. First in “Jewish CultureFest: 
Food, Music and YOU!,” a three-part 
online series. This workshop is a 
cross-cultural exploration of Hanukkah 
and Christmas with music, text 
learning and a participatory culinary 
experience. Free and open to all. To 
register, go to: hebrewcollege.edu/
cooking-up-joy-chanukah-christmas-in-
the-american-experience-registration.

MONDAY, DEC. 7
FINDING THE HIDDEN LIGHT 
7:30 p.m. Discover the hidden 
meaning of Hanukkah by uncovering 
your faith and belief in yourself, and 
finding the hidden light in the heart of 
darkness.  The community is invited 
to a Hanukkah program facilitated 
by Ariela HaLevi, Director of Healing, 
Intuitive Guide and Energy Healer of 
Soul Centered, on Zoom.  The program 
is free and open to all.  Register online 
at lappinfoundation.org or contact 
sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org for 
additional information. 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 9
WINTER COOKING CLASSES 
6:30 – 8 p.m. Presented by Sisterhood 
of Temple Beth Am. Ninety-minute 
cooking class via Zoom by local 
professional chef/instructor, Robin 
Kalis. Theme: Three Appetizers and 
a Cocktail. $20. To register, email to: 
sisterhoodtba300@gmail.com.

HANUKKAH: THE FESTIVAL 
OF LIGHTS, VIRTUAL EDITION 
5 p.m. Presented by the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston and JArts. Family 
friendly Hanukkah programming. 
Featuring: Hanukkah Music with Oren 
Kaunfer, JCDS; art with Erica Smiley, 
The Rashi School; story time with 
Rebecca Lurie, Schechter; digital 
Hanukkah animations with students 
from MetroWest Jewish Day School; 
Hanukkah words with Rebecca 
Redner; and other events. Register 
at: jartsboston.com. More info at: 
jartsboston.org/hanukkah-2020.

THURSDAY, DEC. 10
LUNCH AND LEARN WITH  
IZZI ABRAMS ONLINE, 12:30 
p.m. Join Izzi Abrams for a discussion 
on the life and legacy of the prolific 
author, Philip Roth. Roth, who died 
in 2018, wrote 27 novels. This talk 
will focus on two of his later novels, 
“The Plot Against America,” a work 
of alternate history in which Charles 
Lindbergh becomes president of the 
United States and “Nemesis,” a novel 
that focuses on the outbreak of a polio 

epidemic in Newark, NJ in the 1940s. 
Visit jccns.org to register.

PJ LIBRARY HANUKKAH 
HARRY PUPPET SHOW, 4 
p.m. Children of all ages are invited 
to a Hanukkah Puppet show. Join 
puppeteer Anna Sobel as Josh and 
Danny discover, Hanukkah Harry 
doesn’t deliver presents; he is alive 
in anyone that stands up for themself 
and creates a miracle for the people 
that they love. Free and open to all. 
Visit LappinFoundation.org to register 
for the Zoom link. For more information 
contact Sharon Wyner at 978-565-
4450 or swyner@lappinfoundation.org.

HANUKKAH STORY TIME 
for children ages 10 and younger, 
at Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody. 
5 – 5:30 p.m. Join Rabbi Richard 
Perlman for Hanukkah  songs and 
Adele Lubarsky for Hanukkah stories. 
Free, but registration is required. 
Register in advance by emailing  

office@templenertamid.org or visit 
templenertamid.org.

QUARANTINE(ISH) BOOK 
TALKS 8 – 9 p.m. Presented by 
Jewish Women’s Archive. Community 
is invited to read something other 
than the news and to come together 
virtually to discuss books, writing and 
telling Jewish stories. There will be a 
discussion by Myra Stober, author of 
“Sharing the Work” More info at jwa.
org/programs/bookclub.

HANUKKAH VIRTUAL WINE 
TASTING EVENT, 8 p.m. Join 
the NSJCC and Kappy’s Fine Wine & 
Spirits for a Hanukkah Virtual Wine 
Tasting. After the tasting, Susan 
Silbovitz will demonstrate Sylvia’s 
Kugel. This recipe comes from Susan’s 
time working in Cambridge for a 
Jewish couple at a five and dime. 
Pre-registration is required. An email 
containing the link to the event and 
information about pickup of the tasting 

basket will be sent after registration 
is submitted on the NSJCC website. 
Open to anyone over the age of 21. To 
register, visit: nsjcc.org/hanukkah.

SATURDAY, DEC. 12 
PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT 
TOTS, 10 a.m. Temple Emanu-El of 
Marblehead and Lappin Foundation 
invite children pre-K and younger and 
their parents or caregivers to join other 
families for an interactive Shabbat 
experience over Zoom on Saturdays: 
Jan. 9, 2021 and Feb. 6, 2021. Visit 
LappinFoundation.org for the Zoom 
link.

SUNDAY, DEC. 13 
VIRTUAL HANUKKAH FAIR 
WITH JCDS 1 – 2 p.m. Celebrate 
Hanukkah with the JCDS community 
from the comfort of your own home. 
Virtual Chanukah Fair, which will 
include festive songs and stories, 
cooking and craft activities, and 
an engineering challenge. This 
event is geared towards current 
and prospective JCDS families 
with children ages 2-12. RSVP by 
Wednesday, Dec. 9th to receive 
the Zoom link for the fair. Contact 
Karen Siegel for more information at 
KarenS@jcdsboston.org.

4 Lake St., Peabody | 978-535-5335 | zuckerfoods.com
OPEN: Sun. 8–2; Mon 7–2; Tues - Thurs 7–4; Fri. 7–3

non dairy 
certified 

kosher mk

NOT JUST CHALLAH AND ROLLS
Fresh baked Pastries packed and ready to go

cookies ~ cakes  ~ pies
"Whoopee Pie Party Platters" – 24hr notice

 

CHANUKAH 
is around the corner!

Place your 
cookies & cake 

orders early.

We are 
Open! 

We close at 3 pm 
on Friday

Mill River Consulting
Gloucester, MA

Creative solutions for land development
ENGINEER • DESIGN • ADVISE

978-282-0014
www.millriverconsulting.com

Henry M. Lerner, M.D.
Obstetrician-Gynecologist

Certified Mohel
40+ years experience 
doing circumcisions

For a meaningful, memorable bris

  617-894-1397    
 bostonbris.com 
 hmlerner@henrylerner.com

Paul’s Reptile Circus
We will connect reptiles with kids! Featuring your choice of  
reptiles, such as water dragon, corn snake, box turtle, and more.

Schools • Birthdays • Parties 
Bar/bat mitzvahs • Other events

www.reptilecircus.net
617-407-7533
reptilescircus@gmail.com

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 
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All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
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web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
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Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
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Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington Street, Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Free parking ~ Closed Saturdays

✶ EVENT PLANNING ✶

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

THE PERFECT VENUE 
FOR YOUR EVENT

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ

CONTACT US AT
781.207.9353

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

Consider us for your 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 

Weddings, Private Events, 
Special Occasions

978.744.5469 | SalemTrolley.com 

TheBostonJP.com | 978-836-9106

Justice of the Peace
“Your wedding done your way”

Attorney Todd Finn

To advertise, contact: lois@jewishjournal.org, marcy@jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111.
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With one call to the CJP Warmline, you’ll 
reach a helpline with a compassionate and 
knowledgeable licensed social worker who  
can connect you to services provided by  
Jewish community agencies, including:  

• Emergency financial assistance 
• Career counseling and job search support 
• Food, utility, and fuel assistance
• Mentors for vulnerable children
• Public benefits navigation 
• Guidance and information on Jewish  

and community services 

Struggling to get by? You’re not alone.

Contact the Warmline at 1-800-CJP-9500 or cjpwarmline.org

More than 2,600 individuals and families in the Jewish community have received assistance since 2015.

other things.
Teens from Temple Emanu-

El, Congregation Shirat Hayam 
and students from Epstein Hillel 
School in Marblehead will be 
baking pies for seniors of the 
Jack Satter House in Revere, with 
everyone cooking in their own 
separate kitchens simultaneous-
ly on Zoom, Meyer said,

“It’s important to remember, 
of all the Jewish holidays, the 
one that Jewish people do best 
without additional assistance is 
Hanukkah,” said Shirat Hayam 
spiritual leader Rabbi Michael 
Ragozin. The holiday that pro-
duces light at the darkest time 
of year is one of the most widely 
observed of all Jewish holidays, 
he said. 

Ragozin said the temple on 
Atlantic Avenue is planning a 
social distanced outdoor meno-
rah lighting and mini-mitzvah 
fair on Sunday, Dec. 13.

The idea, Ragozin said, is 
“to bring a little bit of light to 
the world by doing some good 
for some folks.” This includes 
a toiletry collection for those 
in need, and working with the 
Marblehead nonprofit SPUR to 
provide gifts to several families 
experiencing homelessness, 
among other activities.

On the last night of Hanukkah, 
the congregation will be invited 
to light their menorahs and share 
their various hannukkiyot all lit 
up on Zoom, he said.

“It’s different from other 
years,” said Rabbi David Kudan, 
spiritual leader of Temple Tiferet 
Shalom in Peabody. At the syna-

gogue on Lowell Street, the plan 
is to have different families in the 
religious school light the candles 
each night live from the temple at 
5:15 p.m. The temple’s Sisterhood 
plans to gather on Zoom to light 
the candles from 7 to 7:15 p.m., 
Dec. 10 through Dec. 17.

On the second night of 
Hanukkah, at 7:30 p.m., the sec-
ond candle will be lit with the 
temple’s entire community on 
Zoom followed by a celebration. 
There will be a final congrega-
tional candle lighting on Zoom 
on the last night of Hanukkah.

Tiferet Shalom is also supply-
ing Hanukkah gift bags with a 
drive up planned for Dec. 6, from 
2 to 3 p.m. “I would say that 
more than most years we need to 
kindle the light of hope,” Kudan 
said. 

Chabad of the North Shore is 
planning one of the more high-
profile Hanukkah celebrations 
in the area: a drive-in menorah 
lighting and movie night at the 
Northshore Mall in Peabody on 
Dec. 16 at 4:30 p.m. 

The event, which includes 
popcorn, latkes and dough-
nuts for each car, is free, with 
a suggested donation of $18. 
Space is limited, and you can 
make a reservation by going to 
Jewishpeabody.com.

“That’s an exciting thing we 
are doing to get people together 
despite COVID,” said Rabbi Sruli 
Baron of Tobin Bridge Chabad in 
Everett.

Chabad of Peabody has also 
teamed up with The Home Depot 
for a “Menorah Workshop to Go” 

in which participants will have 
picked up a prepared menorah 
kit on Dec. 6, which they will 
then build at home. They will be 
holding a joint first night lighting 
on Zoom on Dec. 10 at 6 p.m.

“We are trying to keep up and 
do good things. At the end of the 
day, we will spread the light and 
spread the love and it will require 
a little bit more creativity,” said 
Rabbi Nechemia Schusterman of 
Chabad of Peabody. 

In the wake of the success of 
Chabad’s Sukkah Mobile, Baron 
is building a Menorah Mobile, 
which will consist of a 6-foot 
menorah built into the back of 
a pickup, with its goal of making 
visits around the community. 

“The messaging of Hanukkah 
is very universal, that faith, light-
ness and joy will overcome dark-
ness and evil is something every-
one can get behind,” Baron said.

For more information about 
Chabad of the North Shore’s 
Hanukkah initiatives, you can 
go to northshorechanukah.com, 
where information will be posted 
about public menorah lightings 
in various North Shore cities and 
towns. Due to restrictions on 
public gatherings due to COVID-
19, these public lightings and cel-
ebrations will be streamed live 
on Facebook, Baron said. 

At Temple Ner Tamid, most 
every night of Hanukkah, differ-
ent families are going to be light-
ing their menorahs and “show-
ing us their family traditions” on 
Zoom, Perlman said. On Dec. 
11, the temple will hold a virtual 
Shabbat dinner in addition to 

services with songs devoted to 
Hanukkah. 

Perlman said he was thank-
ful for the “magnificent miracle 
of Zoom” which has made it 
possible for congregants to get 
together, light the candles and 
sing Hanukkah songs, albeit in 
a different way, “so we can be 
together again next year.”

In Gloucester, Temple 
Ahavat Achim is getting into the 
Hanukkah spirit with a sufgani-
yot cooking class on Zoom with 
Janet Cline on Sunday, Dec. 6 at 2 
p.m. The temple is also planning 
candle lightings each night with 
Rabbi Steven Lewis starting Dec. 
10, and Dec. 13 through 17 at 6:30 
p.m. on Zoom. 

The night of Dec. 12, the 
Gloucester temple plans to hold 
a virtual Hanukkah party for the 
whole congregation. The com-
munity is also invited to a free 
PJ Library Family Hanukkah 
Concert on Dec. 13 at 4 p.m. on 
Zoom.

Temple Sinai in Marblehead 
will be holding its Hanukkah din-
ner called Freilach Friday. This 
year, the Shabbat dinner is still 
happening on Dec. 11 at 6 p.m., 
only it’s being done remotely on 
Zoom, with participants who 
have reserved their meals in 
advance picking up their dinners 
the day of the dinner at the tem-
ple. The evening will consist of a 
6 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat and can-
dle lighting ceremony, a 6:30 p.m. 
dinner and schmoozing, and a 7 
p.m. concert with David Wesson.

Beverly’s Temple B’nai 
Abraham is also getting into 

the act by planning virtual and 
some in-person events for all 
eight nights of Hanukkah with 
candle lightings, blessings and 
holiday songs, according to Deb 
Schutzman, the East Lothrop 
Street temple’s executive director.

Highlights including the 
Beverly Community Menorah 
Lighting streamed live on the 
temple’s Facebook page on Dec. 
10 at 5:30 p.m.

On Friday, Dec. 11, at 4 p.m. 
there will be a Young Families 
Welcome Shabbat and a 
Celebrate Hanukkah with Marcy 
event, followed by a special 
Friday night Hanukkah service 
with Cantor Evan Grossman at 7 
p.m., with the concert carried live 
on Zoom.

On Saturday, Dec. 12, at 5:30 
p.m., there will be a Hanukkah 
Havdallah Drive-in at the tem-
ple’s parking lot.

On Sunday, Dec. 13, at 6 p.m., 
the temple will hold a Hanukkah 
‘Pajamicah’ Movie Night fea-
turing the movie, “Full Court 
Miracle.”

On Monday, Dec. 14, at 7 p.m., 
the Sisterhood will hold its annu-
al Ladies, Latkes & Librations 
event via Zoom.

On Tuesday, Dec. 15, at 5:30 
p.m., Family Hanukkah Jeopardy! 
Night will be held via Zoom. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 15, 
7 p.m., there will be a Social 
Action sponsored Hanukkah 
Conversation  via Zoom.

On Thursday, Dec. 17, at 
5:30 p.m., the congregation will 
hold a Community Last Night of 
Hanukkah Celebration on Zoom.

Despite pandemic, local temples still plan to light up Hanukkah
from page 1



Offering Hearing Aid and Cochlear Implant Services
Custom solutions for your hearing loss, lifestyle and budget.

ACCEPTING TRANSFER PATIENTS 
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION 

We direct bill most insurance, no interest financing and leasing available.

990 PARADISE RD, SUITE 3A / SWAMPSCOTT, MA 01907 / 781-581-1500
2 FIRST AVE, STE 127-1 / PEABODY, MA 01960 / 978-717-5370

www.atlantichearingcare.com

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246

Elegant Independent and  
Assisted Living, with  

Exceptional Alzheimer’s Care 

92 West Street, Wilmington, MA. Just off I-93 at Exit 38.

978-988-2300  •  WindsorPlaceOfWilmington.com

WINDSOR PLACE
O F  W I L M I N G T O N

An Assisted Living Residence

W

Try us...you’ll love us! Enjoy the
food and activities. Just relax! 

Exceptional Alzheimer’s Care 
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RESPITE STAYS
©2019 Five Star Senior Living

Pet
Friendly

• All day dining with delicious chef prepared
meals

• Lifestyle360 activities for well-rounded days
• On-site Five Star Wellness & Rehab
• Complimentary local transportation
• Spacious apartments with eat-in kitchens
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Call 781-756-1026 today to schedule a tour 
of our community.
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By Stephen Post 

We all know the importance 
of staying active and being 
healthy as we age. There are 
many benefits to staying active 
such as reducing the risks of 
falls, lowering high blood pres-
sure and maintaining healthy 
bones. Yet, by age 75, about one 
in three men and one in two 
women do not engage in any 
physical activity, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.  

At Jack Satter House on 
Revere Beach, we believe stay-
ing active and fit helps residents 
live better, more meaningful 
lives. Satter House, a Hebrew 
SeniorLife community, provides 
independent and supportive 
affordable housing for 300 resi-
dents age 62 and older. 

A key way we help our resi-
dents enjoy their best quality of 
life is through the Vitalize 360 
program. Originally started at 
Hebrew SeniorLife, Vitalize 
360 has grown into a nation-
ally recognized program helping 
seniors live their best lives. The 
program combines an innova-
tive, person-directed approach 
to wellness coaching. Vitalize 
360 engages, challenges and 
inspires older adults to live 
full, healthy and vibrant lives, 
and enables communities to 
improve successful aging. 

At Satter House and across all 
Hebrew SeniorLife’s senior liv-
ing communities, Vitalize 360 is 
transforming lives. When Satter 
House introduced the program 
to residents, for example, about 
40 people signed up. Today, 
nearly 100 residents of all ages 
are actively engaged at Satter 
House alone. 

At Jack Satter House, resident 
Sheila Golden exemplifies the 
benefits of Vitalize 360. Golden 

grew up in Chelsea and moved 
to Satter House seven years 
ago. Passionate about painting 
in pastels, Golden always had 
a dream to open an art studio 
to take her art to the next level. 
Golden became a participant 
in Vitalize 360, meeting regu-
larly with her coach to create 
a plan of how she would fulfill 
that goal. After some research, 
Golden found studio space in 
Lynn, where she is inspired to 
paint, network and share knowl-
edge with other artists, and dis-
play her artwork in the gallery, 
volunteering in the store and 
living her dream. 

“I have a passion for art,” said 
Golden. “I feel different when 
I’m painting and it makes me 
feel like something important 
and exciting is happening with-
in me.”

“Vitalize 360 and my art stu-
dio help me feel active,” said 
Golden. “I’m more observant; I 
go outside and see the world, 
see nature. When you’re active, 
you’re free. I hope everyone can 
find something in their life that 

makes them happy.” 
Golden has sold five of her 

paintings and plans to continue 
to display them for purchase at 
the gallery. 

“I love living at Satter House,” 
said Golden. “Vitalize 360 has 
allowed me to live my best life 
and be around people I enjoy.” 

As executive director, I believe 
Vitalize 360 is one of the ways 
Jack Satter House and Hebrew 
SeniorLife strive to help every 
resident focus on what matters 
most to them personally. I enjoy 
seeing residents live their best 
lives and embrace staying active 
as they age. 

Jack Satter House is now 
accepting applications and has 
an open waitlist. Since Satter 
House is a HUD-subsidized 
supportive housing community, 
applicants must meet specific 
criteria to live in the community, 
and rent is based on income. To 
learn more, call us at 781-289-
4505.

Stephen Post is the executive 
director of the Jack Satter House.  

Jack Satter House resident Sheila Golden, inside her Lynn art studio, 
participates in Vitalize 360 at Hebrew SeniorLife. 

Staying active, living a healthy 
lifestyle as we age 

SPONSORED CONTENT

themselves into someone else’s 
shoes.”

Baclawski’s light installation 
on a vacant Chelsea storefront 
(440 Broadway) will remain 
lit for 24 hours a day during 
Hanukkah, he said in an email. 
Photos of a eucalyptus forest 
in California, which recall the 
trees common on the Israeli 
landscape, are transformed into 
a Hanukkah menorah, reflect-
ing the significance of trees and 
light in Judaism. 

Also north of Boston is Emily 
Bhargava’s stained glass instal-
lation at 45 Pleasant St. in 
Woburn.

In Newton Centre, artist 
Tova Speter teamed up with 
students from eight Jewish 
day schools including Epstein-
Hillel in Marblehead to create 
“Collective Luminescence.”

“Drawn in Light,” by TJ 
Reynolds, highlights portraits 
of people of African descent 
including a poignant por-
trait of local sculptor Fern 
Cunningham, who died earlier 
this year. Another is of Boston 
area Rabbi Tiferet Berenbaum, 
who leads education at 
Brookline’s Temple Beth Zion. 

For more information and to 
register for events, visit jartsbos-
ton.org. 

Artists 
from page 7



Marion Kepnes passed away 
peacefully on Nov. 22, 2020, 
at her longtime Swampscott 
home. 

Beloved wife of the late 
Lawrence Kepnes, she is sur-
vived by many who loved and 
adored her, including her 
children Maxine Sushelsky of 
Medford, Jay Sushelsky (Noreen 
Marcus) of Chevy Chase, 
Maryland, and Lisa Honigfeld 
(Steven) of W. Hartford, 
Connecticut; her grandchil-
dren Leah Sushelsky, Julia 
Sushelsky, Philip Honigfeld, and 
Sarah Honigfeld; step-children 
Jenine Kepnes, Steven Kepnes 
(Arlene Kanter), and Susan 
Rosenwasser (Barry); step-
grandchildren Rachel Kepnes, 
Ari Kepnes, Jenna Rosenwasser, 
Molly Rosenwasser, Julia 
Marcus-Johnson, and Barbara 
Marcus; seven great-grandchil-
dren; and sister Arline Koiles of 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
She was predeceased by her 
first husband, Phineas “Phil” 
Sushelsky, and her sister, 
Frances Bix.

Marion’s family is particu-
larly grateful to Margarita Lora, 
who gave so much warm, loving 
care to Marion toward the end 
of Marion’s life, as Margarita 
had also done for Larry Kepnes 
during his lengthy illness. 
Margarita truly served the fam-
ily beyond the call of duty. 

Marion was born in Chelsea 
on May 12, 1929 to the late 
Hyman and Dorothy (Rubeck) 
Schwartz, and she grew up in 

Ipswich, where she completed 
her schooling. 

Throughout her lifetime, 
Marion most dearly valued her 
family, to whom she always 
gave lovingly and unselfishly. 
She was a pillar of strength and 
support to her children and she 
had forty-one years of happy 
marriage with her Larry, who 
predeceased her in 2016. 

She served as president of the 
Sisterhood of Temple Sinai of 
Swampscott and Marblehead, 
and remained a loyal member of 
that synagogue until her death. 

She loved the far-reaching 
travels that she and Larry expe-
rienced together, and their 
home was filled with memen-
tos of their adventures. To her 
friends and family, Marion will 
always be remembered for her 
warm hospitality and generos-
ity. She graciously welcomed 
guests into her home and had a 
knack for making them feel like 
part of her family. Marion had 
a keen eye for fashion. From 
her father she sported a sharp 
sense of humor. It was diffi-
cult to find a person who had a 
stronger sense of empathy and 
compassion than Marion. She 
lived a full and rich life, and she 
inspired others to follow a like 
path.

Due to the pandemic, funeral 
arrangements will be private. 
Marion’s family plans a celebra-
tion of her life when circum-
stances permit.

In lieu of flowers, expressions 
of sympathy may be made in 
Marion’s memory to the Greater 
Boston Food Bank, 70 South Bay 
Ave., Boston, MA 02118 (gbfb.
org), or to a charity of your 
choice.

For more information or to 
register in the online guestbook, 
visit stanetskyhymansonsalem.
com. 

Marion Kepnes, 91, of Swampscott, formerly of Ipswich
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Torah,’”  Moldau said. He knew 
he couldn’t write one, so he put 
the thought to the back of his 
mind. When Schusterman men-
tioned to him the idea of com-
missioning a Torah, the thought 
clicked in his head to help spon-
sor it.

 “We need healing,” Moldau 
said. “It just seemed like the 
appropriate thing to do.” 

Chabad of Peabody already 
has three scrolls, including two 
from a temple that closed in 
Rhode Island. The congregation 
also obtained two from Temple 
Shalom in Salem when it was 
closing. These were old and beat 
up, and so they bartered one 
of the scrolls with a scribe in 
Brooklyn as payment to repair 
the other three.

“It’s like an old car,” 
Schusterman said. “You can fix 
the tires and you can fix the 
engine, but its age, you know 
keeps on popping up.”

Chabad of Peabody hopes to 
conclude the writing of the new 
scroll by August 2021 with the 
goal of having local Jews fulfill 
their mitzvah to write a Torah, 
and in so doing bring unity and 
healing at a time of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

“The Baal Shem Tov [Rabbi 
Israel ben Eliezer (1698-1760), 
considered Hasidic Judaism’s 
founder] said write a Torah and 
that will help with the pandem-
ic,” Schusterman said about an 
epidemic that was raging in the 
Baal Shem Tov’s Polish town at 
the time. 

The writing of a Torah scroll 
brought healing to the town, 
according to the story. 

Chabad of Peabody is now in 
its 18th year after it was estab-
lished in 2003 as an affiliate of 
Chabad Lubavitch of the North 
Shore in Swampscott.

A little over 18 years ago, 
Rabbi Yossi Lipsker, the spiri-
tual leader of Chabad of the 
North Shore, reached out to 
the Schustermans, who were 
then young newlyweds living in 
Marina Del Ray, California. The 
rabbi comes from Long Beach, 

California, while his rebbetzin 
comes from Morristown, New 
Jersey. The couple has seven 
children, four boys and three 
girls, ages 4 to 19.

Their bosses in Marina Del 
Ray happened to be Lipsker’s 
brother-in-law and sister-in-
law, who connected them. 
They met and toured the North 
Shore, and Lipsker offered them 
the chance to open a Chabad 
branch in Peabody.

Back then, Chabad of the 
North Shore had started a 
Hebrew School in Peabody, 
which proved successful, “but 
the regular back and forth was 
taking its toll and we realized 
we had taken it as far as it could 
go under the circumstances,” 
Lipsker said in a text message. 
“In order for the Peabody com-
munity to really grow it would 
need a permanent presence 
of its own. Rabbi Nechemia 
and Raizel Schusterman were 
tapped to join the growing north 
of Boston Chabad team in its 
efforts to broaden the North 
Shore footprint.”

“We didn’t want just any-
body,” Lipsker said. “In order to 

be effective in meaningful ways 
it required a unique kind of cou-
ple with good and positive ener-
gy. Suffice it to say, this was one 
of the most rewarding decisions 
I ever made and the proverbial 
gift that keeps on giving.”

The couple took over the 
Hebrew School and Chabad of 
Peabody was at first located in 
their house on Lowell Street for 
three years. 

Then, they rented a space in 
the former Kennedy Junior High 
for eight years. They moved to 
the site of the former West Side 
Diner at 682 Lowell St. in 2014.

Chabad of Peabody is one 
of five synagogues in Peabody, 
including Temple Ner Tamid, 
Temple Tiferet Shalom, Cong-
regation Sons of Israel, and 
Congregation Tifereth Israel. 

Turns out, while Chabad of 
Peabody is the newest congre-
gation in Tanner City, its rabbi 
is no longer the new kid on the 
block.

“The irony is we are in our 
18th birthday year, as I like to 
call it, I’m the longest-serving 
rabbi in Peabody, of all the five 
temples,” Schusterman said.
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Robert (Bob) Lustgarten 
passed away from natural 
causes on Nov. 23, 2020, in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, at the age of 83, 
surrounded by his family. 

He was born in Revere, grad-
uated from Revere High School 
in 1955 and Suffolk University 
in 1965. Robert spent many 
years as a salesman par excel-
lence in Florida and Arizona, 
owning Bob Lustgarten Sales. In 
2019, he relocated from Sedona, 
Arizona, after 25 years, to Las 
Vegas, finally retiring. He was 
actively involved in the Jewish 
Community of Sedona and the 
Verde Valley for 25 years. 

Robert had a wonderful 

childhood in Revere, where he 
participated in various sports 
as an outstanding athlete. He 
held many jobs, including deliv-
ering newspapers, working at 
Wonderland Dog Track and 
businesses on Revere Beach. 
Robert moved to Florida with 
his mother, Frances Nissenberg 
Haffer, stepfather Arthur Haffer, 
and sister Lorna in 1956. He 
joined the U.S. Army in 1959 and 
was stationed at the Edgewood 
Arsenal, Maryland, for three 
years, where he was a photog-
rapher.

Robert married Annette Star 
in 1963 and they lived in Natick, 
until moving to Miami, Florida 

in 1970. He enjoyed sports and 
found great pleasure in gam-
bling in casinos in Arizona 
and Las Vegas. Bob taught his 
four grandchildren how to play 
poker and make root beer floats. 
He supported his family in all 
their endeavors. Traveling the 
world with his wife, they had 
many memorable adventures 
on cruise ships and in many 
countries. 

He is survived by his wife 
of 57 years, Annette Star 
Lustgarten, his son Craig 
Lustgarten, daughter Pamela 
Book (David), four grandsons 
Joshua, Jared, Noah and Jacob 
Book, sister Lorna Naar (Bob 

Dew), brother David Lustgarten 
(Janice), niece Sonya Naar and 
nephew Gary Naar, sister-in-law 
Jennie Waldman and brother-
in-law Norman Waldman, niece 
Cheryl Waldman, nephews Alan, 
Jordan, and Sam Waldman, and 
cousin Sandy Gillman, as well 
as other cousins and longtime 
friends.

Graveside service were 
held on Nov. 25, at King David 
Cemetery, 2697 E. Eldorado Ln, 
Las Vegas. Donations may be 
made to the Jewish Community 
of Sedona and the Verde Valley, 
P.O. Box #13, Sedona, AZ 86339 
(jcsvv.org/donate), or to a char-
ity of your choice. 

Robert (Bob) Lustgarten, 83, of Las Vegas, Nevada, formerly of Revere 

Chabad of 
Peabody
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make adjustments as needed.”
Shirat Hayam has about 

534 household members, and 
Hathaway said pledges generate 
about 80 percent of the temple’s 
revenues, while another 11.5 
percent comes from donations, 
miscellaneous income, and the 
congregation’s day care and pre-
school programs. 

Hathaway said in October 
the synagogue was running 
“just slightly” above budget in 
terms of pledges, which came in 
slower than usual in the spring 
due to the pandemic. A High 
Holidays appeal raises about 8.5 
percent of the temple’s budget, 
said Hathaway, who declined to 
give figures.

At Marblehead’s Temple 
Sinai, President Ira Dinnes said 
in an email members pay dues 
covering about 40 to 50 percent 
of the temple’s operating bud-
get. It also has an abatement 

process for those unable to pay. 
The temple has more than 200 
members, he said, with about 
80 families and 40 single adult 
members. 

“As we have dues, a small-
er percent of our budget comes 
from High Holiday fundraising 
than perhaps our peers that do 
not have dues,” Dinnes said.

For synagogues, maintenance 
and security costs are always an 
ongoing issue, in good times 
and bad. 

Emanu-El’s Meyers said the 
Marblehead temple received a 
grant from B’nai Israel – a Revere 
synagogue that closed in 2019 – to 
cover some security and COVID-
19-related needs.

Last March, Temple Emanu-
El finished a $1.8 million project 
with a newly renovated sanctu-
ary along with improvements to 
social spaces, offices, accessibil-
ity, and security.

Shirat Hayam’s front and 
lobby area were renovated in 
2017, and the Swampscott shul 
just completed a kitchen reno-
vation. It is now looking to reno-
vate the heating system.

“Temple Sinai recently 
replaced the roof, the heating 
system and some windows, 
and is currently replacing ceil-
ing tiles in the main hallway,” 
Dinnes said of the Marblehead 
shul.

Hathaway said Shirat Hayam 
also has an endowment, while 
Dinnes said Temple Sinai does 
not, but it does have capital 
reserves.

“As with all older buildings and 
systems,” Zalvan said of Temple 
Tiferet Shalom in Peabody, “[the 
temple] does have some press-
ing capital needs.  We do have 
a small endowment, but we are 
not at the point where we need 
to withdraw from it.”

According to CJP, the char-
ity offered Rabbi Discretionary 
Fund grants totaling $150,000 
from its Coronavirus Emergency 
Fund. Synagogues or Chabads 
received grants ranging from 
$500 to $2,500 for those in areas 
with a poverty rate of 10 percent 
or higher.

CJP also offered all syna-
gogues and Chabad organiza-
tions money from a $172,000 
Technology Grant Fund. Grant 
requests ranged from $1,000 to 
$2,500 and 75 grants were made 
in the full amount requested.

CJP also has distributed 
$135,576 in security grants to 
synagogues and Chabads, with a 
total of $293,218 expected to be 
given out. CJP anticipates grants 
to total more than $700,000 
because of the crisis.

“CJP has been able to build 
deep relationships with organi-
zations and used these in the 
time of COVID to listen and 
understand the most pressing 
needs facing Jewish commu-
nal organizations,” Rabbi Marc 
Baker, president and CEO of CJP, 
said in a statement.

Ahavat Achim, Ner Tamid,  
Emanu-El, Shirat Hayam, 
Temple Sinai, and Tiferet Shalom 
were among local synagogues 
that received CJP grants in vari-
ous amounts.

“Our technology needs were 
great and CJP’s support has 
enabled us to get the technology 
we needed to equip our sanctu-
ary and classrooms for online 
worship and education,” Tiferet 
Shalom’s Zalvan said.

Jonathan Sarna, profes-
sor of American Jewish History 
at Brandeis University, has 
two ways of looking at temple 
finances amid the coronavirus 
crisis.

“It’s a barometer of the eco-
nomic state of the community,” 
Sarna said.

The other side has to do with 
how well a temple has adjusted 
in terms of taking care of mem-
bers during the crisis.

“It’s a referendum on how 
well a particular synagogue has 
weathered the pandemic,” Sarna 
said.

“There are certainly con-
gregants, and especially in 
small congregations, who have 

felt synagogues have let them 
down,” Sarna said. Congregants 
may feel no one calls them, they 
may not like the Zoom services, 
and a congregant may ask: “Why 
am I paying?”

“Some people in small com-
munities are saying, ‘I’m going 
to tune into the New York syna-
gogue, or a much better syna-
gogue that has lots of money,” 
where online services have a 
high production value, good 
music and a great sermon. And 
some of those turning to those 
out-of-town shuls may even pay 
to do so.

Sarna looks at synagogues’ 
websites to see whether they 
are a beehive of virtual activity, 
offering to give out food assis-
tance, or offering Shabbat meals. 

“Synagogues that have 
worked hard are doing fine,” 
Sarna said.

“We are seeing participa-
tion,” Meyers said of the online 
offerings at Temple Emanu-El in 
Marblehead. “People want to be 
connected.”

In Swampscott, Shirat 
Hayam’s Hathaway said she is 
seeing engagement as congre-
gants have logged on and stayed 
on for services.

Temple Sinai prerecorded its 
High Holiday services and got 
compliments from members, 
Dinnes said. The Marblehead 
temple also offers live, online 
Zoom and Facebook Kabbalat 
Shabbat services, minyans, adult 
education classes, and lectures.  
Shabbat services are in-person, 
socially distanced, and masked 
per Massachusetts require-
ments, he said.

“Increased communication 
and support to our members, 
innovative programming, a 
strong school, and opportuni-
ties to give back through social 
action initiatives are our pri-
orities,” said Zalvan of Temple 
Tiferet Shalom in Peabody.

Temple Ner Tamid has offered 
entertainment as well as religion 
during these dark times. “Besides 
services, our adult education is 
alive and well with speakers and 
dialogue,” said Lubarsky of the 
Peabody congregation. “We host 
Zoom game nights – trivia, tal-
ent shows, open comedy nights. 
Zooming is our new norm.”  
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As COVID cases rise, Chabad in 
Swampscott pauses outdoor services

By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

SWAMPSCOTT – With Town 
Hall closed to the public except 
by appointment as of Nov. 30 
due to a rise in COVID-19 cases, 
Chabad of the North Shore – 
which sits across the street 
from the municipal build-
ing – is pausing its in-person 
outdoor services, according to 
its spiritual leader, Rabbi Yossi 
Lipsker.

Swampscott saw 72 new 
positive cases in the last month, 
according to a message from 
Town Administrator Sean 
Fitzgerald on the town’s web-
site. The week before, the town 
“reported the highest weekly 
rate of new cases since the 
pandemic started in March,” 
Fitzgerald said on the town’s 
website. 

In an email to the commu-
nity, Lipsker said that for the 
past few months the congrega-
tion was able to act respon-
sibly and follow strict guide-
lines in order to hold in-person 
outdoor Shabbat and holiday 
services. But, as Thanksgiving 
approached, the congregation 
was concerned about rising 
cases in the country and in the 
state, including the likelihood 
families would gather with 
those from out of town or travel 

out of state for the holiday. 
“The risk to our community 

is real and potentially signifi-
cant,” Lipsker wrote. “With this 
in mind, our Chabad of the 
North Shore COVID 19 Safety 
Task Force has recommended 
a pause from our much-loved 
outdoor Shabbos service; effec-
tive immediately through the 
month of December. We real-
ize this abundance of caution 
approach will be disappointing 
for you, however we believe this 
important step will allow us to 
move beyond the increased risk 
of this phase in the infection 
surge.”

Lipsker said this step will 
allow them to focus on what 
they need to do to return to ser-
vices in the synagogue build-
ing, “with the help of Hashem 
by year end.”

Photo: Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
“The risk to our community is real and potentially significant,” said 
Rabbi Yossi Lipsker, explaining his decision to temporarily close 
Chabad of the North Shore’s in-person services.  
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By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

SWAMPSCOTT – Last 
Wednesday, a local resident who 
frequently walks on Preston 
Beach discovered boulders cov-
ered with racist and anti-Semit-
ic hate messages.

Both the Swampscott and 
Marblehead police departments 
are investigating the hate inci-
dent and seeking information 
about who might have done it.

A photo posted on Facebook 
showed the hate graffiti spray 
painted on the riprap at the 

base of the stairs that lead from 
Beach Bluff Park down to the 
beach. 

However, according to police, 
the graffiti was also scrawled 
on rocks on the Marblehead 
side of the beach and on the 
park’s walkway. In an email, 
Marblehead Police Chief Robert 
Picariello said that Swampscott 
is serving as the lead investigat-
ing agency for this incident.

By the afternoon, the spray 
paint at the base of the stairs 
had been covered over with 
black paint.
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Photo: Courtesy Epstein Hillel
The Epstein Hillel School is utilizing the outdoors as much as possible to provide safe instruction during 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 
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Swampscott, Marblehead, 
Salem police investigate 
anti-Semitic acts

Photo: Ethan M. Forman/Journal Staff
Last week, vandals scrawled anti-Semitic and hate graffiti at Preston 
Beach in Swampscott and Marblehead. The words of hate were 
painted over soon after. 

By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF 

MARBLEHEAD — With 
numerous precautions in place, 
the Epstein Hillel Jewish inde-
pendent day school welcomed 
back students on-site last week. 

“The first day was fabulous,” 
said Head of School Amy Gold. 
According to Gold, all of the 
school’s faculty – nearly 30 – 
returned. The K-8 school also 
saw a 58 percent jump in enroll-

ment from last year, from 58 
students last spring to 92 stu-
dents this fall.

The in-person reopening for 
students occurred amid a Covid-
19 pandemic that has generated 
safety concerns about schools 
nationwide, with many opt-
ing for remote instruction, or a 
hybrid of both in-person and 
remote learning during the first 
few weeks.

Epstein Hillel students’ days 
so far have included a “lunch 

lane” under a canopy set up 
alongside the building, and 
classes held outside under tents.

Epstein Hillel parent Cassie 
Bruner of Peabody said she was 
thrilled with the return of her 
second- and third-grade kids to 
in-person learning last week.

Bruner said her children 
have been coming home with 
“an overwhelming response to 
their day,” happy to be back 
after attending school remotely 

EPSTEIN HILLEL STUDENTS 
RETURN AMID STRINGENT 

COVID-19 GUIDELINES

By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

REVERE – When Audrey 
Siegel was growing up in Revere 
in the 1940s, her mother insist-
ed that she attend the Kadima 
Hebrew School, among the 
Jewish institutions that were 
woven into the fabric of the 
city’s then vibrant and bustling 
Jewish community. At the time, 
working-class Jewish immigrant 
families made up nearly 20 per-
cent of the city’s population.

To her disappointment, Siegel 
was one of only a few girls. By 
the time she was a young teen, 
she was the only girl in a class 

with 10 boys getting ready to 
have their bar mitzvahs.

After six years of devoted 
study, Siegel felt the sting of 
being left out.

“I wanted a bat mitzvah. But 
the principal said girls were not 
supposed to be bat mitzvahed,” 
she recalled. “I was very jeal-
ous.” 

“But that was the ruling at 
that time,” she said.

Last month, Siegel was called 
to the Torah by Rabbi Lior Nevo 
at the Jack Satter House. She 
was one of 12 residents between 
the ages of 71 and 100 who, 
on Friday, Aug. 21, celebrated 
their lifelong dream to have a 

bat mitzvah. The date was Rosh 
Chodesh Elul, the start of the 
Jewish month of Elul. Among 
the cohort were five others from 
Revere, including 100-year-old 
Rose Brown, and two women 
from Malden. 

Late in life, these proudly 
Jewish women rose to the chal-
lenge and said yes to an oppor-
tunity denied them as teens. 

Even when the pandemic 
threatened to upturn their plans, 
they persisted. Rather than gath-
er all together with family and 
friends in the chapel at the Jack 
Satter House, the momentous 
bat mitzvah was re-envisioned 

Rose Brown, who is 100, recently marked her bat mitzvah in Revere.  

Denied in their teens, 12 women celebrate their bat mitzvahs

continued on page 14

continued on page 9

By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

NEWTON – Fourth District 
Congressman-elect Jake 
Auchincloss, 32, of Newton, 
does not mince words when 
asked about President Donald 
Trump’s refusal to accept the 
results of the 2020 election.

“Of course, I have concerns,” 
said Auchincloss in talking 
about the country’s 250-year 
history of a peaceful transfer 
of power. Auchincloss called it 
“frustrating.”

“He’s so infantile and nar-
cissistic he cannot put country 
first,” said Auchincloss, calling 
Trump’s inability to accept the 
result in favor of President-elect 
Joseph Biden “reprehensible.” 

“It undermines the American 
project,” said Auchincloss.

Auchincloss, a Newton city 
councilor, won a hotly contest-
ed primary in September, nar-
rowly beating Jesse Mermell, a 
former member of the Brookline 
Select Board, with 22.4 percent 
of the vote to Mermell’s 21.1 
percent, a difference of a little 
over 2,000 votes. And, on Nov. 
3, Auchincloss, a Marine Corps 
veteran, beat his Republican 
challenger and retired Air Force 
Col. Julie Hall by 61 to 39 per-
cent. When he is sworn in Jan. 
3, he will fill the seat vacated by 
Joseph P. Kennedy III, who failed 
to unseat Senator Ed Markey 
in the Democratic primary in 
September. Kennedy was pre-
ceded in office by Barney Frank, 

who, like Auchincloss, is Jewish.
On Monday, Auchincloss 

spoke about growing up in a 
Jewish family. He described 
himself as both engaged with 
Israel and pro-Israel.

His story, he says, is like that 
of many Jews in the Greater 
Boston area. His great-grand-
father escaped the pogroms in 
Russia and settled in Chelsea. 
He was able to start a garment 
business and build a middle-
class life.

His grandfather, the late Dr. 
Melvin Glimcher, joined the 
Marines in 1942, at a time when 
Jews were being exterminated 
in the Holocaust in Europe, 
Auchincloss said. His grand-
father, who he described as a 
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Jewish voters play a role in 
deciding the 2020 election

PONDERING THE UNCERTAINTIES 
ENGRAINED IN OUR JEWISH CULTURE

Newton Congressman-elect Jake Auchincloss with wife, Michelle, 
and son, Teddy.

Auchincloss elected to congress; 
first Jew to hold seat since Barney Frank  

continued on page 20

By Ethan M. Forman and Rich Tenorio 
JOURNAL STAFF AND JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

MARBLEHEAD – Marcy Bernstein of Marblehead stood on the 
sidewalk adjacent to the driveway of Temple Emanu-El on election 
day holding signs for Democratic candidates.

Bernstein, a temple member, was there because the synagogue 
on Atlantic Avenue was being used by the town as a polling location.

“I’m surprised because I’m used to public places,” she said of 
where the town normally sets up its polls, “but why not? We are all 
one community.”

Beyond the temple’s nonpartisan, nonpolitical involvement in the 
big election, Jews had a role to play in the outcome. Communities on 
the North Shore with sizable Jewish populations swung in favor of 
Biden. After last week’s election, A J Street poll found that 77 per-
cent of American Jews voted for Biden, while 21 percent went for 
Trump. The margin was smaller in a Republican Jewish Committee 
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Photo: Ethan M. Forman/Journal taff
Marcy Bernstein, Missey Donohoe and Holly Jannell, all of Marblehead, 
held signs for Democrats outside Temple Emanu-El on election day.  

By David M. Shribman
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

In a hard fought, razor-close 
presidential campaign, many 
questions remained unan-
swered after the polling stations 

closed. It 
wasn’t clear 
which party 
would con-

trol the Senate, it wasn’t plain 
how significant mail-in bal-
lots were, it wasn’t apparent 

how many uncounted votes 
remained in Pennsylvania’s 
Allegheny County, it wasn’t 
known who would stand on 
the west front of the Capitol at 
noon on Jan. 20, 2021, to take 
the oath of office as president.

But beyond politics – beyond 
the winning and the losing, the 
cheering and the sobbing, the 
brave claims of victory and the 
sober calls for patience – one 
question remains unanswered, 
and perhaps even unposed:

Were the hours after the 
polls closed on Election Day 
– were the days when the bal-
lots were still being counted – a 
peculiarly Jewish moment?

And then there are the 
questions that flow from that 
one: Was there something in 
the immediate irresolution of 
the contest that had reflec-
tions in Jewish culture? Were 
there elements of the unknown 
that mirrored the unanswered 

The uncertain election night verdict of the American people left multiple questions unanswered in the 
days after the end of the campaign. On Saturday, Joe Biden (center, right) and Kamala Harris were 
declared the winners. 

continued on page 15continued on page 13

Opinion
For Kate Friedman, a Thanksgiving meal with 

turkey and all the fixings involves 12 people 
around the table and an afternoon of noshing 
and watching football.

Due to the pandemic, she will be sitting down 
to a meal with her household of four (six, if 
you count dachshunds Selden and Chloe) in 
Swampscott.

The silver lining to fewer guests means less 
work, but it also means the inability to schmooze 
and catch up.

“Less food and just more relaxed flow and one 
thing I noticed at Passover and Rosh Hashanah, 
is less dishes,” said Friedman in the run-up to the 
holiday.
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BOSTON – In response to 
newly released FBI data for 
2019, the Anti-Defamation 
League has called on Congress 
and law enforcement agencies 
across the U.S. to improve data 
collection and reporting of hate 
crimes. The data reveals a trend 
of increasing hate crimes being 
reported in Massachusetts and 
across the United States. 

The FBI’s annual Hate Crime 
Statistics Act (HCSA) report 
reveals that 2019 was the dead-
liest year on record, with 51 
hate crime murders across the 
U.S. – a 113 percent increase 
over the previous record of 24 
set in 2018. Total hate crime 
incidents rose to 7,314, mark-
ing the fourth increase in the 
past five years. Religion-based 
hate crimes increased by 7 per-
cent, with 63 percent of the total 
number of reported religion-
based hate crimes directed at 
Jews and Jewish institutions. 

In Massachusetts, reported 
hate crimes increased by 10 per-
cent in 2019, jumping from 352 
incidents in 2018 to 388 in 2019. 
Hate crimes in Massachusetts 
have increased each year since 
2013. The majority of all report-
ed hate crimes in 2019 were 
race-based (213), followed by 
religion-based (101) and sexual 
orientation-based (92). 

Hate crimes in New 
Hampshire increased from 13 
incidents in 2018 to 16 incidents 
in 2019. In Rhode Island, hate 

crimes increased from 13 inci-
dents in 2018 to 17 incidents in 
2019. Hate crimes in Vermont 
decreased from 45 incidents in 
2018 to 33 incidents in 2019 
while in Maine, hate crimes 
decreased from 20 in 2018 to 19 
incidents in 2019. 

The cities with the larg-
est numbers of reported hate 
crimes in Massachusetts were 
Boston (188), followed by 
Cambridge (20), Worcester (10), 
and Springfield (9). Boston 
ranked fifth among the nation’s 
top 50 cities with the highest 
number of reported hate crimes. 

“The data paints a clear 
picture that hate crimes in 
Massachusetts and across the 
U.S. pervade our communi-
ties at unprecedented rates,” 
said Robert Trestan, ADL New 
England regional director. 
“When a hate crime occurs, it 
instills fear in an entire com-
munity. Today’s report is a 
stark reminder that combating 
hate crimes must continue to 
be a top priority for all lead-
ers to ensure that communi-
ties of color, religious minori-
ties, and the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity are adequately protected 
from these targeted attacks. 
We will continue working with 
Governor Baker’s Hate Crimes 
Task Force to improve reporting 
and strengthen training at local 
law enforcement agencies.” 

ADL calls for better 
reporting of hate crimes

By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON – In a trip back in time, 
Boston’s Vilna Shul virtual Kabbalat 
Shabbat service watchers looked into 
their Zoom screens and saw a Pilgrim 
greeting them from the site of the historic 
Plymouth landing in 1620.

The Pilgrim was Malka Benjamin, a 
Weymouth resident who works at the 
recently renamed Plimoth Patuxet 
Museum, previously known as Plimoth 
Plantation. As associate director of inter-
pretation and training, Benjamin trains 
the staff and prepares programming at 
the museum, which includes recreations 
of a 17th-century village of English set-
tlers and of the original Wampanoag 
Native American community. In addition, 
the Mayflower II, a replica of the ship that 
brought the Pilgrims from London to 
Plymouth, sits in the adjacent harbor.

Last Friday night, on what Benjamin 
quipped might be called “Erev 
Thanksgiving,” she appeared in the char-
acter of a real-life Pilgrim – Susanna 
White Winslow – in a pre-holiday pro-
gram timed to take place in the 400th 
anniversary year of the Pilgrims’ arrival. 

Wearing a 17th-century woolen waist-
coat and speaking in an English accent 
differing dramatically from today’s, 
Benjamin recounted her journey as 
White. She was part of a group of five – 
with husband William White, their son 
Resolved, and their two manservants – 

who joined the 100 or so Pilgrims aboard 
the Mayflower, enduring about two 
months at sea before landing, first off 
Cape James (now Cape Cod) and then 
at Plymouth. Her second son, Peregrine, 
was born aboard the ship. Like the Jews 
who escaped Egypt, the Pilgrims were 
escaping religious persecution in their 
native England.

As “Mistress Winslow” recounted, it 
was a hard first year in North America. In 
February 1621, her husband died. With 

bitter cold and lack of food, half of the 
102 original settlers would perish. Yet 
the survivors found hope from members 
of the indigenous community, including 
a friendly visitor named Samoset, the 
Wampanoag leader Massasoit and his 
companion Tisquantum, whose name 
some Colonists pronounced “Squanto.” 
Sometime between late September and 
mid-November 1621, Colonists and 
Native Americans celebrated the first 
Thanksgiving, with turkey, deer, and 

maize corn among the foods served. By 
that time, Susanna had married Edward 
Winslow, who would go on to become 
governor of the Plymouth Bay Colony 
and write an account of that historic 
celebration.

Benjamin has been working at Plimoth 
Patuxet for over a decade. She has also 
been a member of the council at the Vilna 
Shul’s program for young Jews in their 
20s and 30s, Havurah on the Hill, having 
recently stepped down in that capacity.

Growing up in Brookline and Newton, 
she attended Solomon Schechter Day 
School from kindergarten to eighth grade 
and went to services at the Havurah 
Minyan in Brookline. Another formative 
experience from childhood was a trip to 
what was then called Plimoth Plantation, 
where a friendly historical reenactor 
invited her to help wash dishes and col-
lect warm, freshly laid eggs from the 
chicken coop. Benjamin wrote a fan letter 
to the museum a few years later, and not 
only did the same historical reenactor 
write back, she also suggested she join 
a volunteer program offered to children. 
Benjamin took her up on the offer.

Later after college, Benjamin went on 
to work at the historic Touro Synagogue 
in Newport, R.I., built in 1763 and con-
sidered to be the oldest synagogue in the 
U.S. However, she eventually decided to 
fulfill a longstanding dream by working at 
the site in Plymouth that first fascinated 
her as a child.

Courtesy Malka Benjamin 
Malka Benjamin sings while playing the role of a 17th-century English settler. 

How a Jew became a Pilgrim reenactor at Plimoth Patuxet Museum

continued on page 16

As pandemic shrinks Thanksgiving 
gatherings, ‘We will never take  

‘normal’ for granted again’

Courtesy photo
Temple Ahavat Achim Hebrew school teacher Alexandra “Alex” Marques of Rockport, left, and her immedi-
ate family plan to celebrate Thanksgiving just with her brother-in-law and sister-in-law and their baby. 
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