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SICTAKING CARE OF YOUR MONEY, AND YOU.

By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

CAMBRIDGE – For the 
second time in three years, 
the Cambridge City Council 
last month rejected a policy 
order to endorse the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions 
movement through a proposed 
embargo of Hewlett-Packard 
when it comes to city purchas-
ing, said Jeremy Burton, exec-
utive director of the Jewish 
Community Relations Council 
of Greater Boston.

Burton, a 10-year Cambridge 
resident, called the attempt to 
pass the policy order –  which 
would set the policy of the city 
government –  “a smokescreen 

for aligning Cambridge with the 
BDS movement.”  

While not expressly men-
tioning BDS, the proposal drew 
heated debate on both sides 
last month, coinciding with 
the escalating conflict between 
Israel and Hamas. It sparked 7½ 
hours of public testimony for 
and against on May 24.

Burton said the anti-Israel 
faction began mobilizing once 
the proposal was filed, claim-
ing it would be a victory for the 
boycott Israel movement.

“You fight it by pulling back 
the curtain,” said Burton. 
“That’s the answer.” 

The original proposal sought 
for the city to cut ties with 

Cambridge City Council 
rejects directive aligned 
with BDS movement

By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

MARBLEHEAD – When 
Governor Charlie Baker 
announced the state was ending 
COVID restrictions and capacity 
limits as of May 29 – two months 
earlier than expected – it sent 
reopening committees scram-
bling to come up with plans to 
welcome members back to local 
synagogues.

As Rabbi David Meyer put it in 
an email to members of Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead: “The 
Biblical poet known as Kohelet 
(Ecclesiastes) wrote: ‘To every-
thing there is a season, a time for 
every experience under heaven’ 
… To which we might add: ‘A 
time to close down and a time to 
re-open.’”

Some synagogues and 
Jewish institutions already have 
reopened with some limits on 
capacity and requirements for 
masks and social distancing. 
Others are looking to do so in 
June and July while keeping 
some COVID safety measures in 
place. Shuls also plan to contin-
ue to stream services after they 
reopen.

“We have already reopened,” 
said Chabad of Peabody Rabbi 
Nechemia Schusterman in an 

email. “Attendance is such that 
given the size of our room, we 
are able to social distance and 
not exceed the CDC mandates. 
Masks are required by those who 
have not been vaccinated. And 
optional for all else.”

“Temple Tiferet Shalom is 
opening up in June with few 
restrictions,” Rabbi David Kudan 
of the Reform congregation 
in Peabody said in an email. 
“Vaccinated people do not 
need to wear masks. Others are 

required to. We will continue to 
stream services and events, with 
the goal of returning to normal.”

The Jewish Community 
Center of the North Shore in 
Marblehead planned to welcome 
back members without capacity 
limits on May 29. 

“We are thrilled to reach this 
point in time! I want to thank our 
members and the JCCNS Board 
Leadership for their steadfast 
support and encouragement 

Temples and Jewish center plan 
for reopening as COVID capacity 
limits end

By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF  

MARBLEHEAD – Rabbi Michael 
Schwartz will be exchanging the West 
Coast for the East as he becomes the new 
rabbi of Temple Sinai in Marblehead 
starting July 1, according to Ira Dinnes, 
the temple’s outgoing president.

“Rabbi Michael comes to us from 
the Malibu Jewish Center & Synagogue 
where his emphasis on adult educa-
tion, social action and community con-
nection made him a beloved rabbi to 
many,” Dinnes, who led the search com-
mittee, said in a recent statement.  

Dinnes said many in the congrega-
tion were able to meet the new rabbi 
and his wife, Tamar Forman, when 
Schwartz hosted Kabbalat Shabbat ser-
vices on April 2. 

“Congregants from Rabbi Michael’s 
current synagogue find him to be a 
wonderful educator who keeps partici-
pants on track, has informative read-
ings, and encourages personal thoughts 
and perspectives; he brought several 
interesting and creative adult education 
classes to fruition there and at other 
temples,” Dinnes wrote. 

After discussions last year with the 
Temple Sinai’s current rabbi, David 
Cohen-Henriquez, the congregation’s 
leaders decided not to extend his con-
tract, it was announced in October. 
Cohen-Henriquez has been the temple’s 
spiritual leader for seven years.

Schwartz will become the rabbi of 
a congregation formed in 1953 with 
60 families. It originally held services 
at 140 Atlantic Ave. and hired its first 
rabbi and cantor in 1955. It opened its 

building on Community Road in 1961. 
The synagogue now serves about 200 
members.

The temple has been described by 
Dinnes as a progressive Conservative 
temple, though it’s no longer affili-
ated with the United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism. The congrega-
tion is committed to social action and 
adult education programs, and serves as 
the distribution site for Jewish Family & 
Children’s Service’s kosher food pantry.

The plans is to have the new rabbi 
lead services in early July with longtime 
Cantor David Aronson, and begin teach-
ing classes in August after his family has 
settled here.  

“I know Rabbi Michael is looking for-
ward to meeting many of you as we 
re-open Temple Sinai more broadly in 

From Malibu to Marblehead: Temple Sinai to welcome new rabbi

Rabbi Michael Schwartz

continued on page 14

continued on page 12

continued on page 20

Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Boston Executive 
Director Jeremy Burton. 

Photo: Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
Emmet Powers works out at the JCC in Marblehead without a mask. 
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By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

SALEM – A new documentary, 
“Upheaval: The Journey of Menachem 
Begin,” which premieres June 7, provides 
an unvarnished look at the life of Israel’s 
sixth prime minister, documenting his 
early struggles as a young Zionist in 
Poland to his controversial invasion of 
Lebanon decades later.

The late Robert I. Lappin, founder of 
the Lappin Foundation in Salem, is listed 
as an executive producer.

On June 10 at 8 p.m., OpenDor Media, 
the Lappin Foundation, and the Skolnick 
Family Charitable Trust will hold an 
exclusive virtual screening. (Go to www.
upheavalfilm.com for information.) 

A panel discussion will feature Noam 
Weissman, senior vice president and 
head of content for OpenDor Media; Erica 
Brown, director of the Mayberg Center 
for Jewish Education and Leadership; 
Yair Rosenberg, an American journalist 
and senior writer at Tablet Magazine; 
and Andrew Lappin, son of the late Bob 
Lappin. Andrew Lappin serves as trustee 
of the foundation named in memory of 
his father, a well-known businessman, 
former owner of Shetland Park in Salem, 
and Jewish philanthropist.

The first English language feature 
documentary on Begin’s life could serve 
as a primer on the most recent conflict 
between Israelis and the Palestinians.

One need only look to the segment 
in the film that explains the “Begin 
Doctrine” to see why Israel responds so 
forcefully to existential threats today.

“There won’t be another Holocaust in 
the history of the Jewish people. Never 
again, Never again!” says Begin, peering 
through his distinctive oversized glasses. 

Begin was a native of Brest, Belarus, 
a survivor of a Soviet gulag, a Holocaust 
survivor whose father was machine-
gunned by the Germans with 500 other 
Jews, an ardent Zionist and Irgun leader 
who fought the British but refused to 
fight other Jews in a civil war. He spent 

decades taking on his political rivals 
in Israel until he finally came came to 
power in 1977.

For the sake of peace, he agreed to 
return the Sinai to Egypt, and led peace 
talks that resulted in a treaty with Egypt 
in 1978. He won the Nobel Peace Prize 
with Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, 
who was assassinated in 1981. 

“Begin deeply believed that the Jewish 
people faced existential threats, that the 
threats to Israel’s existence were real, and 
that as the prime minister of Israel he 
would reserve the right to defend Israel 
at extreme cost against those existen-
tial threats,” said Michael Oren, former 
Israeli Ambassador to the United States, 
explaining the “Begin Doctrine” in the 
film.  

When the film’s producers were asked 
in an email what lessons can audienc-
es draw from the film after the latest 
Israeli-Arab conflict, the film’s “vision-
ary,” Executive Producer Rob Schwartz, 
responded: “Begin made an ironclad 

commitment to protect the honor and 
physical safety of all Jews, but in particu-
lar Israel. He witnessed the destruction 
of European Jewry and his entire family. 
While Hamas continues to use money 
to build tunnels and buy missiles to kill 
Jews, Israel has no choice but to follow 
the Begin Doctrine, which is to strike 
as a preventative, counter-proliferation 
policy when their enemies possess and 
are prepared to use weapons of mass 
destruction. Jewish blood will not come 
cheap.”

Jonathan Gruber said in his director’s 
statement: “My vision as director was to 
bring a new dimension to the telling of 
his journey. To do so, we used a blend 
of emotionally gripping archival foot-
age, animation, dynamic interviews, and 
cinematic footage that chronicles Begin’s 
life, while also bringing to fore the diverse 
beauty of Israel and its people.”

At the end of the film, the name of 
“Robert Israel Lappin z”l” flashes on the 
screen as an executive producer.

Andrew Lappin, 67, who lives in the 
north Chicago suburb of Glencoe, said 
his father, who died last year at age 98, 
was not directly involved in the film’s 
production.

“It was produced by myself and 
[Lappin Foundation Executive Director] 
Debbie Coltin in his honor and memory,” 
he said in an email. “Our motivation was 
to tell the story based on the tumultuous 
straits that we as a people and Israel as 
the Jewish State find ourselves today.”

“Like Menachem Begin himself,” 
Coltin said in an email, “Bob Lappin’s 
dedication to Israel and to the Jewish 
People was boundless, especially when 
survival of both were at stake. Jewish 
people of all ages, especially young peo-
ple, should know Menachem Begin the 
man and the leader. The documentary 
was a worthy project to support for the 
sake of educating people about a great 
Israeli leader, who was an influential 
world leader as well. Begin was a leader 
of deep conviction and passion, as was 
Bob Lappin. It is an honor to dedicate 
this film to Bob Lappin’s blessed memory 
and holy work.”

“Menachem Begin was a leader with a 
Jewish soul,” Andrew Lappin said, “who 
against all odds prevailed against the 
combined forces of Arab intransigence 
and hatred, British scheming and cru-
elty, and Jewish perfidy. Despite these 
forces arrayed against him and those 
desperately seeking to bring the Jewish 
State into creation, he prevailed after 
a fight which due to a shortage of vital 
material(s) was always hanging in the 
balance. Most importantly he did his 
job with a love for the Jewish people 
in his heart, vowing despite substantial 
breaches of trust by the Ben-Gurion gov-
ernment never to split the Jewish people 
with civil strife.”

For information on how to view 
the June 10 screening, visit www.
LappinFoundation.org or contact  
Susan Feinstein at 978-740-4431 or  
sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org.

Lappin Foundation supports new documentary  
on the life of Menachem Begin 

Photo: Chananya Herman
“There won’t be another Holocaust in the history of the Jewish people. Never again, 
Never again!” Menachem Begin told Israelis. 
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INTRODUCING:

THE BREAKAWAY AT SALEM COMMON 

SPIRE INVESTMENTS 

94 Washington Square Salem, MA 01970
The newest boutique luxury apartments 

on the North Shore! 
LEASING AVAILABLE LATE SPRING/SUMMER 2021
• Spaciously designed condo-quality one to three-bedrooms ranging from 

700 sq. ft. to 2,900 sq ft.
• Located in the heart of historic Salem Common
• Quiet neighborhood with proximity to downtown & the commuter rail
• Classical mansion restoration blended with all new contemporary 

construction
• Stainless-steel appliances and washer/dryer in every unit
• Hardwood floors, central air, master bath radiant heated flooring, 

fireplaces, and more…
• Elevator access for all and secure building entries
• Pet-friendly
• Onsite parking, including electronic charging stations
• Personal storage availability
• Exterior and interior building surveillance

For leasing/rental information about these luxury residences 
call 978-414-2000 or 

email INFO@SPIREINVEST.COM

2 page document
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By Ethan M. Forman
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NEWBURYPORT – Alex 
Matthews came to the North 
Shore because of his love of 
farming, and now he’s growing 
into the role of a future rabbi.

The congregational leader 
of Congregation Ahavas Achim 
in Newburyport plans to fin-
ish rabbinical school in 2023, 
become ordained, and continue 
to lead the synagogue.

“I think that is the best-case 
scenario,” said Matthews, 34, 
“and it’s what I’m hoping for and 
what the community is hoping 
for that I can grow with the insti-
tution and the institution can 
grow with me.”

Matthews, a native of the 
Riverdale section of the Bronx, 
is just finishing up year three of 
a five-year ordination program 
at Hebrew College in Newton. 

“We are growing our own, 
that’s the whole idea,” said 
Susan Latham, the president 
of the egalitarian, nondenomi-
national congregation of more 
than 100 people.

Jews have been living in 
Newburyport since 1886. The 
first shul was located in a house 
on Liberty and Independence 
Street. In 1933, the congrega-
tion moved into the former 
Washington Street Methodist 
Church, built in 1865, where it 
remains today.

Growing up, Matthews 
attended SAR Academy, a pri-
vate, Modern Orthodox day 
school in Riverdale, for elemen-
tary and middle school. He went 
to high school at the Ramaz 
School on the Upper East Side 
of Manhattan. 

His path to rabbinical school 
led him first to Peru, then along 
the Appalachian Trail, then to 

Martha’s Vineyard, and finally, to 
Newburyport.

In college, Matthews studied 
natural resource management 
at Cornell University, graduating 
in 2009. In the summers during 
college, he worked on a vegeta-
ble farm on Martha’s Vineyard. 
Farming had become his pas-
sion, but by the time he fig-
ured that out, it was too late to 
change his major.

After college, he joined the 
Peace Corps from 2009 to 2011. 
He traveled to Peru, where he 
was a community-based envi-

ronmental management volun-
teer in a village of about 300 
people north of Lima.

Afterward, he hiked the 
Appalachian Trail with two of 
his best friends from the Peace 
Corps. At the end of the jour-
ney almost five months later,  
he decided he wanted to be a 
farmer. 

He went back to Martha’s 
Vineyard in 2012, but the island 
proved to be too secluded for 
him, so a friend suggested he 
work at Appleton Farms in 
Ipswich. He did that for a year, 

and in the process, fell in love 
with the region. He worked 
at Heron Pond Farm in South 
Hampton, New Hampshire, 
for more than four years, and 
lived in Ipswich, Amesbury, 
and Boxford before settling in 
Newburyport in 2015. 

He soon began attending 
Congregation Ahavas Achim for 
the High Holidays. 

At first, he wasn’t particularly 
involved in the synagogue until 
he started dating a woman who 
is now his fiancée. She was not 
Jewish at the time, but she has 
since converted, Matthews said.

In the early stages of their 
relationship, they began talking 
about his Judaism. She told him 
if he was not practicing, it would 
be hard for her to see the value 
of it and understand it. 

“I guess we should start going 
to shul, meeting people in the 
community, and being active,” 
Matthews recalled saying to his 
girlfriend.

He began volunteering at the 
shul, and as his familiarity grew, 
he began to help lead services. 

His close friend, the con-
gregation’s former rabbi, 
Benjamin Resnick, helped him 
become more comfortable in 
these leadership roles and “be 
more engaged and not just be 

a bystander in a corner of the 
sanctuary,” Matthews said.  

Rabbi Resnick encouraged 
Matthews to go to rabbinical 
school, “and that was the great-
est gift to us,” said Latham, the 
synagogue president.  

“Alex is great, he is amazing,” 
Latham said. “He’s just such a 
natural at it and it’s worked out 
really well.” Matthews helped 
guide the congregation through 
the trying times of the pandem-
ic, working with the board and 
with technology to be able to 
stream services. “He has totally 
risen to the occasion,” Latham 
said.

“The reason why it works so 
well is he is such a good fit for 
our community,” Latham said.

Matthews is not entirely giv-
ing up on farming. His fiancée, 
McDonough “Mac” Scanlon, 
owns High Road Farm in 
Newbury.  

Matthews sees a common 
thread connecting farming 
and the Torah. For example in 
Leviticus, God says not to har-
vest the corners of your fields, 
or pick your vineyards bare, so 
there is something for the poor 
and strangers to eat.

“At the corner of both of those 
things is community building,” 
Matthews said.

Newburyport synagogue grows its rabbi from within

Alex Matthews outside of Congregation Ahavas Achim. 

Mill River Consulting
Gloucester, MA

Creative solutions for land development
ENGINEER • DESIGN • ADVISE

978-282-0014
www.millriverconsulting.com

Notice a Change in Mom or Dad?
Cohen Florence Levine Estates and 

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan Estates Assisted Livings
can be exactly what you need.

We will give your loved one warmth, support, 
comfort and companionship. 

Call or email us today!

201 Captains Row, Chelsea, MA 02150                                                                            240 Lynnfield Street, Peabody, MA 01960

Email Kristen Donnelly at 
kdonnelly@chelseajewish.org

or call 617-887-0826

Email Marisa Iafrate at
miafrate@chelseajewish.org  

or call 978-854-1812 

www.chelseajewish.org

Kosher Dietary Laws Observed

Glatt Kosher Meat Available
We Have the Best Deli & Smoked Fish Party Platters!

LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI

Catering
by Tevya

474 Lowell St., Peabody (978-535-6449) (FAX 978-535-6816)
Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Mass.
Visit our website: www.levineskoshermkt.com

FROM TEVYA’S KITCHEN
Buy a

BARBECUED
CHICKEN 

And receive FREE 1 lb
POTATO SALAD or COLE SLAW

BEEF 
SHORT RIBS 

$9.99 lb

STEAK  
TIPS 

Great for the grill

$8.99 lb

FROM OUR DELI DEPT

CORNED
BEEF
Extra Lean

$18.99 lb

Congregation Ahavas Achim has stood at this location in Newbury
port since 1933. 
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Join us for a lively evening celebrating  Jewish history 
and community , and  honoring Herb Selesnick of Salem! 

 Tenth Anniversary Celebration 
Thursday, June 10, 2021 • 5:30 p.m. • Virtual Event

 We will honor Herb Selesnick with the Volunteer Leadership Award, 
and present the Tzedakah Lifetime Achievement Award to 

Margot Stern Strom, founder of Facing History and Ourselves.

 Learn more and register: JewishHeritageCenter.org
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BOSTON – The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention Director Rochelle 
Walensky, MD, MPH, threw out the cer-
emonial first pitch at Fenway Park before 
the Boston Red Sox took on the Miami 
Marlins on Saturday, May 29, the Red Sox 
said in a press release.

“Batter Up! So exciting to be able to 
throw the first pitch at a Red Sox game! 
As more people become fully vaccinated 
against #COVID19, I’m looking forward 
to all of us making memories safely with 
our loved ones. Now, play ball!” Walensky 
tweeted that day.

It was fitting that Walensky, who is 
Jewish, was born in Peabody and lives 
in Newton, toss out the first pitch, as the 
game marked the lifting of restrictions 

and capacity limitations in the Bay State 
and at Fenway Park. This allowed Fenway 
to operate at full capacity.

This was a home game for Walensky. 
Before being selected by then President-
elect Joe Biden to be the CDC’s 19th direc-
tor, she served as the chief of the Division 
of Infectious Diseases at Massachusetts 
General Hospital from 2017 to 2020, 
and as Professor of Medicine at Harvard 
Medical School from 2012 to 2020.

“She served on the frontline of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and conducted 
research on vaccine delivery and strat-
egies to reach underserved communi-
ties,” the Red Sox said. Also, masks were 
no longer required for fully vaccinated 
fans at Fenway Park starting on May 
29, following current CDC guidelines. 
Unvaccinated fans were encouraged to 
continue to wear a mask. Fenway Park 

also did away with a health survey that 
had been a requirement before entering 
the ballpark this season.

“I began my medical career at the 
height of the HIV/AIDS crisis, and I’ve 
spent my life ever since working to 
research, treat, and combat infectious 
diseases. I’m honored to be called to lead 
the brilliant team at the CDC. We are 
ready to combat this virus with science 
and facts,” Walensky said in a statement 
on Twitter shortly after she was selected 
by the incoming Biden administration.

Walensky was born in Peabody, and 
grew up in Maryland. She received her 
bachelor of arts degree from Washington 
University in St. Louis, her MD from the 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, and 
her master’s in public health from the 

Harvard School of Public Health. 
Walensky told the Journal in April 

2020 at the start of the pandemic she 
found a measure of comfort in her syna-
gogue, Temple Emanuel of Newton. “I 
said to them, the last time I spoke with 
them, ‘I’m thinking I need you more than 
you need me. I have a sense it’s getting 
emotionally pretty hard. I certainly have 
everybody’s cell phone number … I may 
need to use it in the weeks ahead.”

Walensky is married to Dr. Loren 
Walensky, and the couple have three 
sons.

“The face of joy and relief for all of 
the COVID progress – and for the pitch 
hitting the target!” tweeted her husband 
after she threw a no-bouncer to the 
catcher.

CDC Director Walensky a hit with Sox fans, throws out first pitch

Photo: Boston Red Sox 
CDC Director Rochelle Walensky of Newton tosses out the first pitch at Fenway Park 
on May 29.

Photo: Boston Red Sox 
CDC Director Rochelle Walensky celebrates after throwing out the ceremonial first 
pitch at Fenway Park.



Orli Abrams, Talya Abrams, Ayelet Bessler, Daniella Bessler, Leib Bollen, Jacob Corey, Eliana Diamond, 

Binny Ellenbogen, Noa Epstein, Devorah Feder, Yoseph Feld, Elan Galler, Abigail Geffin, Jake Gershkowitz, 

Judah Gewurz, Anna Grosser, Sam Herzlinger, Zachary Jonas, Holden Karon, Esther Levin, Ilana Leybzon, 

Dovid Markson, Michael (Mikey) Neusner, Hodaya Novich, Sarah Ofman, Shira Pemstein, Liza Rosenblum, 

Jessica Rowe, Michael Ruderman, Ella Shapiro, Noam Shapiro, Eliav Simnegar, Netanya Simon, 

Sam Stolarov, Yehuda Tarlin, Noam Traum, Maya Weinberg, Mendy Weinreb, Jonah Weinstock, 

Mira Weisskopf, Miriam Ziskind

THANK YOU &

MAZEL TOV
Yasher Koach to our all-star lineup of 40 honorees from the classes 
of 2020 & 2021 active in Yachad during their high school years!

Peer Leadership Awardees
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GENERATION
AGE: 19
HEBREW NAME: David Yrachmael
HOMETOWN: Amesbury
HIGH SCHOOL: Amesbury High School, ‘20
CURRENT SCHOOL: The State University of New  
York at Oswego (SUNY Oswego), ‘24
MAJOR: Broadcasting, hopes to be a sports 
broadcaster after graduation
FAVORITE JEWISH FOOD: The charoset that my  
mom makes for Seder.
FAVORITE JEWISH PERSON(S): My former rabbi, 
Avi Poupko, who was my rabbi when I was going 

through Hebrew school and who was the rabbi for my 
bar mitzvah. The other is Ron Pressler, a long-time 
member at the synagogue [Congregation Ahavas 
Achim, Newburyport], who was an influential figure for 
me while I was growing up in the synagogue.
FAVORITE JEWISH HOLIDAY: Passover, because I 
get together with family and extended family to read 
the Haggadah and feast.
FAVORITE MOVIE: “Catch Me If You Can,” with Leo 
DiCaprio and Tom Hanks
FAVORITE SONG: “Chicken Fried,” by Zac Brown 
Band
FAVORITE SPORT: Baseball

BRIAN BURROWS
By Ethan M. Forman

JOURNAL STAFFZ

What was your Jewish background growing up?  

I grew up in an interfaith family, and am Jewish. I went to religious school 
and was bar-mitzvahed. It was very interesting for me because my 
grandparents on one side of the family are Episcopalian, so I also grew 
up celebrating their holidays as well, Christmas and Easter, mainly, and 
even went to church with them a few times. I also celebrated many of the 
Jewish holidays as well, going to High Holiday services every year, lighting 
the menorah with my mom for Hanukkah, having a Seder with family and 
extended family, as well as others.

How has your Jewish identity shaped you as a person?

My Jewish identity has made me much more accepting as a person.  
I think because I am Jewish, and [the Jewish religion] is a minority in the 
U.S., I think that I am accepting of all other types of people around me. 
Judaism also preaches acceptance, and this has been part of me since  
I was young. 

What has it been like going to school during the pandemic and 
what lessons has it taught you about school? Life? Perseverance?

Having my freshman year of college in the pandemic was different. With 
all the COVID rules in place, it was much harder to meet new people. In 
the first semester, I also had four of my five classes online, so only one 
in-person class, [which] made it much harder to meet people. Taking 
classes online was also very weird, especially because one of my classes 
was asynchronous, meaning there was no meeting times, I was just 
assigned work and had a deadline to meet it. Doing school in the pandemic 
has definitely taught me to be more outgoing, because I wouldn’t have met 
people if I stayed to myself all the time. 

Have you been to Israel or have a desire to travel there, or are  
you involved with any Jewish groups or activities you would like 
readers to know about?

I went to Israel in the summer of 2018 on the Y2I trip through the Lappin 
Foundation. It was one of the greatest experiences of my life. Being there 
was so much fun, and I met so many new people. One of my favorite parts 
of the whole thing was being at the Western Wall on Shabbat. 



I would like to take this 
opportunity of extending my 
sincere thanks to the chief 
and staff of the Danvers Police 
Station for their response to my 
request for aid. 

My daughter and I wanted to 
pay our respects to our family at 
the Jewish cemetery in Danvers. 

We were hesitant, as it is often 
quite deserted and very lonely.  
Without hesitation, they assist-
ed us in making this possible, 
and then waited until we were 
safely off the area before depart-
ing.

Evelyn Rothschild
Danvers
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Israel and Hamas have just finished fighting yet 
another mini-war. This is just the latest war 
Hamas has fought since it took control of Gaza 

in 2006. Since then, the Palestinians have had two 
autonomous states, in Gaza and the West Bank. 

Some background: Over the last 15 years, Hamas 
and the Palestinian Authority (run by the Fatah 
party, or the Palestinian Liberation Organization) 
have been arch enemies. Hamas, which grew 
out of the Muslim Brotherhood, is dedicated to 
Islamic law and destroying Israel. The Palestinian 
Authority, which has been weakened over the years 
by corruption and a lack of vision, never lived up 
to its pledge during the Oslo Accords to reject vio-
lence and, for years, waged a brutal war of terror-
ism against Israel – sending suicide bombers and 
others with the mission of killing Israelis. 

After the Second Intifada in 2000, the left wing/
peace movement all but collapsed in Israel. Israelis 
were tired of terrorism and were weary of giving 
away any more land. But in 2005, it withdrew from 
Gaza – removing over 9,000 Israelis and shuttering 
25 settlements. This led to further bloodshed and 
eventually Hamas’s takeover of Gaza. Since then, 
Hamas has spent its billions from Iran on acquiring 

sophisticated weapons like missiles. Last month, it 
fired over 4,000 rockets at Israel. Most were aimed 
at big cities, like Tel Aviv, but some reached far into 
northern Israel. Hamas has an army of 30,000 and 
hundreds of anti-tank and anti-aircraft missiles.

In the past, much of the media has been able 
to provide proper background to the conflict dur-
ing wars. This time, respected print and broadcast 
journalists failed and essentially presented Hamas 
as a victim, and Israel as the oppressor. There was 
no talk or analysis of Hamas’s oppression of its 
people or its desire to destroy Israel. Instead, some 
politicians, like Ayanna Pressley – who represents 
Boston in Congress – went as far as equating the 
Palestinian movement with Black Lives Matter. 
“Our destinies are tied,” she told members of 
Congress in a May speech. 

Pressley’s blatant ignorance around the sub-
ject is harmful, and based on fantasy. The media, 
including The Boston Globe, and The New York 
Times, and CNN, downplayed Hamas as a brutal, 
militant theocracy. Respected publications should 
review their coverage and learn from their mis-
takes. Facts matter, especially in the case of life 
and death in the Middle East. 

JEWISH JOURNAL
Steven A. Rosenberg

PUBLISHER/EDITOR

For now, facts no longer matter  
in Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Congratulations to the 
Journal on your successful 
fund-raising campaign. At a 
time when many newspapers 
are closing their doors, our com-
munity Jewish newspaper has 
managed to establish a sounder 
financial foundation than it has 
had in years – perhaps ever. We 
should all be grateful to Arthur 
Epstein and Byrna Litchman for 
their amazingly generous chal-
lenge gift – and to the hundreds 

of readers who rose to the chal-
lenge. 

In an age when so much 
divides us, the Journal continues 
to bring us together, reinforcing 
our common history and values 
as Jews, on the North Shore and 
beyond. May this essential com-
munity institution continue to 
prosper and grow, informing, 
educating, and uniting us. 

Mark Arnold
Gloucester 

The Journal is an ‘essential community institution’

Thank you, Danvers police

As representatives of our 
local interfaith and social jus-
tice organizations, we and our 
allies explicitly stand together to 
denounce the antisemitic and 
racist incidents and expressions 
which continue to rise in our 
community, across the nation 
and worldwide. We know, as 
history continues to teach us, 
that silence from people of con-
science allows such hatred to 
grow and erupt. 

Some of these attacks have 
been unacceptably rationalized 
as being motivated by recent 
international events. We do not 
take a collective position regard-
ing the Israeli/Palestinian con-
flict, and we understand with 
compassion that it is a compli-
cated issue with great loss suf-
fered by all involved.

However, we strongly assert 
that, although it may not be anti-
semitic to criticize Israeli poli-
cies or to express solidarity with 
the cause of the Palestinians, it 
is antisemitic to hold all Jews 
accountable for Israel’s actions, 
to deny Israel’s right to exist, or to 
assault Jews under any pretense. 

Equally disturbing and impor-
tant is the recent racist graffiti 
that was found in Marblehead 
attacking People of Color. We 
deplore and denounce all forms 
of hatred and bigotry as wholly 
unacceptable.

We call upon all Marblehead 
leadership to take a direct and 
active role in standing against 
the antisemitic rhetoric that 
our Jewish neighbors continue 
to experience and the acts of 
hatred that continue to target 
People of Color. This rhetoric, 
widely shared on social media, 
carved or painted on sea walls, 
schools and other public places, 
threatens the very safety of all 
our neighbors, our Jewish com-
munity desiring to display reli-
gious symbols or to outwardly 
express their devotion, and it 
threatens all People of Color and 
other marginalized populations 
who live, work, and visit here. 

We call upon our leaders and 
public safety officials to fos-

ter multicultural community 
involvement that assures the 
well-being of, and protection for, 
all people. 

Together, we affirm Marble-
head to be a place that values 
and supports everyone, equal-
ly. We vow to acknowledge the 
insidiousness of hate, and to call 
upon one another to uphold our 
nation’s sacred vision by assur-
ing equal access to the freedoms 
of life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness.  

We also encourage participa-
tion in the Marblehead Racial 
Justice Team’s “Hands Up” art 
exhibit, also sponsored by the 
Marblehead Task Force Against 
Discrimination, to establish vis-
ible signs and symbols that show 
that we – the collective – do not 
tolerate hate or bigotry of any 
kind. We invite residents and 
other community members to 
join with us in affirming these 
ideals. To participate, email: 
infomrjteam@gmail.com.

Temple Emanu-El, Marblehead
Helaine R. Hazlett

Rev. Dr. Anne Marie Hunter
Natalie Bowers

Judy and Craig Kauffman
North Shore NAACP

Megan Sweeney, co-founder, 
PowerUP 

Swampscott Racial Justice Action 
Group

North Shore Sides With Love
Mimi Lemay, Human Rights 

Campaign
Nancy and Arnie Cowan

Chair of the Hamilton 
Democratic Town Committee

Granger St. Studios
Monica Tecca
Jeremy Gross

Lauren Barthold
Sue Savarese and Frederick 

Shepard
Linda, Andy, Lily and Adam 

Goodspeed
Sandra Northrup

Bella Wright
Abby Albrecht

Timothy Carson Averill
Dave Marro

Erika Cohen Maddaluno
Barry Brodsky 

Veronica and Salvador Faustino

Rebecca Wish Esche and Jeffrey 
S. Esche

Roberta and Manny DeCruz
Rebecca Landry
Theresa Rocker

Laurie Levine
Rosaleen Doherty
Gabrielle Kenney

Corinne McKeown
Nancy G. Black

G. James McGrew
Yael Magen

Davia Moore
Nancy Sachetti
Laurie Curran
Joan Shepard

Barbara Smith
Patricia Sterner

Ian S. Jacober
Susan Post

Sue Savarese and Frederick 
Shepard

Kimberly Poitevin
Erin Noonan

Monica Tecca
Jill A. Jacobsen

Jennifer Day
Sherry Gagne

Mimi Nelson Oliver
Anthony O. Constantino

William Jones
Aileen Day

Carole Rein
Anne Stevenson

Denise Griffin
Olana Waweru

Shawntel and Jesse Piascik
John and Linda Lu Burciaga 

Lauren Barthold
Lauren A. Noyes

Rebecca Whitehill
Heather Maes

Siobhan McDonald
George Albrecht

Rhonda Johnstone
Avery Albrecht

Kathy Young
Holly Aloha Jaynes

Jennifer Spungin
Mary, Peter and Skylar 

McCarriston
Wendy Glidden
Erin McMahon

PJ Curran
Mary Chalifour

Leah Bokenkamp
Barbara and Joe Younger

Angela Foster
Judith Black

Jodi Smith

Marblehead organizations respond to antisemitic and racist incidents 
We are experiencing a new ter-

ror on American soil, Jews hunted 
down, viciously attacked, threat-
ened to be raped and terrorized 
because they are Jewish. Mobs 
on the streets yelling “where are 
the Jews,” hitting them and spit-
ting on them. Kids being pushed 
on the playgrounds while others 
yell “murderers” and “Jews must 
die.” Children asking their par-
ents to hide symbols of Judaism, 
Hebrew, or Israel out of fear of 
being attacked. 

These horrific hate crimes 
came after the 11 days of vio-
lence that erupted between Israel 
and Gaza governed by Hamas – 
where we experienced a plethora 
of hate speech, false information, 
and attempts to demonize the 
only Jewish nation in the world 
and the only democracy in the 
Middle East. False propaganda 
such as white supremacy, apart-
heid, children’s murderers, eth-
nic cleansing, genocide were all 
aimed at one nation alone, Israel. 

Hamas was rarely con-
demned. Hamas launches rock-
ets from civilian structures, 
indiscriminately into civilians, 

in violation of international 
law killing Jews, Muslims and 
Christian Israelis. Thirty per-
cent of Hamas’ rockets fail 
during launch and fall on the 
Palestinian people in Gaza kill-
ing dozens of Palestinians. When 
Hamas shoots rockets from civil-
ian infrastructure basically turn-
ing them into military targets, 
Hamas kills their own. When 
Hamas uses children as human 
shields, Hamas kills their own. 
And yet, no condemnation. 

The worst part is the silence 
by the “social justice” camp, 
the silence by all the minorities 
whom Jews always stood for. Jews 
walked with Dr. King, Jews stood 
up for LGBTQ rights, Jews stood 
up with the BLM movement, 
Jews stood up against Asian hate, 
and now when Jews are being 
attacked everyone is silent. 

I will not be silent, even 
if it hurts my candidacy for 
Marblehead Board of Selectmen. 
I urge you all to stand up against 
hatred of Jews before we lose 
what America is all about. 

Yael Magen 
Marblehead

On antisemitism, Jews cannot be silent 

mailto:infomrjteam@gmail.com
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By Michael Widlanski 
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

In fantasy literature, Dr. Frankenstein 
created a living creature by passing 
electric current through a collection 

of dead body parts.
In real life, nobody has matched that 

feat, but in today’s Israel, Naftali Bennett, 
Gideon Sa’ar 
and Yair Lapid 
want to create 
a living, breath-
ing government 
from a collec-

tion of dead or dying political careers and 
parties.

It may not be a monster, but it could 
be hard to watch, and by any estimation, 
it will be a kind of miracle. 

Yes, Israel is the land of miracles, and 
that’s good, because it will take a miracle 
for Lapid, Sa’ar and Bennett to craft a 
working government from the conflicting 
ideologies that exist in their proposed 
“Change Coalition” or “National Unity 
Government.” 

Bennett began the last Israeli election 
campaign with 20 seats in the opinion 
polls. In the last election, Bennett landed 
only seven seats in the 120-seat Knesset. 
And it went downhill from there. One 
member of his party list defected, leav-
ing him only six seats under his control. 
Think of it: six whole seats for the man 
who will be prime minister.

If elections were held tomorrow, 
Bennett might not even get elected to the 
Knesset. That is roughly the same diag-
nosis for Gideon Sa’ar, the other right- 
of-center partner in the proposed new 
government. Sa’ar, once cabinet secretary 
and minister of interior under Benjamin 
Netanyahu, broke from the Likud and 
had more than 24 seats in public opinion 
polls. In the elections, he actually got six 
seats.

The 12 seats of the Right-Center Parties 
will be wielding an inordinate influence: 
Bennett will be the first rotation prime 
minister for two years, and the inner cab-
inet will have a slightly Right-ward cast. 

Why would Lapid – whose party has 
more votes than Bennett and Sa’ar com-
bined – agree to such a deal? Why would 
Lapid agree to be the second in the prime 
ministerial rotation? And why would the 
Hard Left – Labor and Meretz – agree to 
allowing the Right to have such a say? 

The main reason is that this may be 
Left’s last and only shot.

The two Left-wing parties in the pro-
posed coalition – Meretz and Labor – are 
likely to flounder and even to fail to get 
re-elected if there is another round of 
elections because, while there is a general 
fatigue from Netanyahu, the clearly Left-
leaning parties are clearly losing their 
attractiveness in the eyes of most Israelis.

As for the Center-Left (Lapid’s Yesh 
Atid Party) and the various Right-Center 
parties (Bennett, Sa’ar and the maverick 

Avigdor Lieberman), they have come to 
regard Benjamin Netanyahu as a corrupt 
influence on the Israeli body politic. 

For two years and four rounds of 
inconclusive elections, Israel’s political 
system has not really functioned: the 
government didn’t bother to pass a bud-
get, and no government programs and 
appointments were updated.

Privately, a rising number inside the 
Likud Party of Netanyahu himself believe 
that Netanyahu – who has served more 
than 15 years as prime minister – is also 
suffocating the Israeli Right, preventing 
the emergence of two entire generations 
of young leaders. 

 People like Gilead Arden (the current 
ambassador to the U.S. and ex-Minister 
of Internal Security), Nir Barkat (popular 
former mayor of Jerusalem) and huge-
ly successful Transportation Minister 
Yisrael Katz have all been pushed away 
from real power by Netanyahu – some 
to the sidelines, some entirely out of the 
game.

They are not alone.
Sa’ar and Bennett were once close 

colleagues of Netanyahu. So was Avigdor 
Lieberman, the man who was once 
Netanyahu’s right-hand man. So was 
Ayelet Shaked – the intelligent former 
Minister of Justice who is probably the 
most popular woman in Israeli politics. 
None of them trusts Netanyahu. Each 
feels Netanyahu has repeatedly stabbed 
them in the back.

Netanyahu tried to get each of them 
to make a rotation deal with him and not 
with Lapid. 

“The real question Netanyahu has 
to ask himself is why he could offer 
the prime minister’s office to them and 
they refused to take it; that they refused 
to take any check he wrote,” observed 
Amnon Abramovitz, the political com-
mentator for Channel Two Television. 

In other words, the distrust and antag-
onism to Netanyahu – as a person and as 
a leader – is the glue that holds together 
the coalition of Lapid-Bennett-Sa’ar-
Lieberman-Michaeli-Horowitz.

In addition, the “Unity” or “Change” 
government will need the tacit support of 
one or more Arab parties in the Knesset. 
Will this kind of tacit Arab support con-
tinue if there is another crisis with Gaza 
or Lebanon? 

This coalition realizes that it will have 
to exhibit tremendous self-restraint. 
With Left and Right joined at the hip 
there will be no grand annexation proj-
ects for Bennett and Sa’ar; no great Gay 
rights initiatives and feminist agendas 
by activists Nitzan Horowitz and Meirav 
Michaeli. 

Self-restraint is not usually regard-
ed as a common character trait among 
Israelis, but what’s one more miracle in a 
land of so many miracles?

Michael Widlanski is a journalist 
based in Jerusalem. 

By David M. Shribman
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Hard to believe: The most 
surprising – the most 
troubling – the most 

dangerous – thing is that reach-
ing the elusive Day 11 cease-
fire, difficult as it was to achieve, 
actually was the easy part. What 
follows will be surprising, trou-
bling, dangerous – and vital. 

They’ve stopped fighting, 
Israel and Hamas, at least overt-
ly, at least without mass casual-
ties. It’s the most fragile sort of 
truce, which is to say that it was 
forced upon the principals but 
may really only be an overture 
for the next act.

Here is the perilous element 
to this whole situation: Benjamin 
Netanyahu has not achieved 
his goal – not even remotely 
– which was to humiliate and 
then to eliminate Hamas, if not 
root and branch then surely the 
poisonous leaves. Hamas has 
not achieved its goal, either 
which was to eliminate Israel, 
root and branch and any seed-
lings that may remain on the 
surface of the origin of the Holy 
Land. Amid it all, antisemitism 
is spiking here, thousands of 
miles away.

In the middle of the Middle 
East muddle is Joe Biden, who 
didn’t want this dispute, surely 
did not need it in the middle 
of a pandemic, and just as cer-
tainly regards it as a distrac-
tion from the twin main events, 
which have bedeviled his pre-
decessors all the way back to 

Franklin Roosevelt, perhaps to 
Woodrow Wilson, maybe even 
to Theodore Roosevelt: China 
and Russia. 

He salvaged some breathing 
room in May, perhaps by play-
ing a quiet role in the cease-
fire. The White House insists 
it was an indispensable inter-
vention, but presidential assis-
tants always say that and sel-
dom are fully honest, or even 
fully informed. If nothing else, 
he helped calm things down. 
He also quieted the home front 
here in the United States a bit, 
but he surely was taken by sur-
prise in three dimensions: First 
by the outbreak of the crisis, 
then by the incidents of anti-
semitism during the May con-
flict, and finally by the breaking 
down of the American outlook 
toward Israel that, in decades 
of experience in Washington, he 
thought was permanent.

That American outlook has 

shifted dramatically. 
The president, who in 

the week following the truce 
deplored those antisemitic acts, 
repeatedly found himself on 
unfamiliar political ground. He 
expected the usual boilerplate of 
asserting Israel’s right to defend 
itself – the notion dates to even 
before he entered the Senate, in 
1973, five years before the Camp 
David accords – would buy him 
time and, moreover, buy him 
some forbearance at home. It 
did neither.

Some of the usual voices 
– many Republicans, some 
Democrats, rather than the 
other way around, the way it 
was in olden days – sang the old 
tune, to be sure. But many did 
not. Social media and televi-
sion undermined that melody, 
flooding American minds with 
horrifying images of Palestinian 
suffering. 

One of those who was oper-

ating out of a different hymnal 
was U.S. Representative Ayanna 
Pressley of Boston, who said “our 
destinies” – Black Lives Matter 
and the Palestinian cause – “are 
tied.” You never heard that from 
Michael Capuano, who preced-
ed Pressley in that seat.

What followed in her remarks 
was echoed in growing numbers 
in the Democratic caucus, the 
view that the U.S. should “not 
fund state violence in any form, 
anywhere” and the worry that 
American tax dollars weren’t 
so much creating “conditions 
for justice, healing, and repair” 
but instead they were creating 
“conditions for oppression and 
apartheid.”

The old-time medicine – 
talking about how Palestinian 
leaders did not halt the suicide 
bombings they were supposed 
to stop, arguing that the Second 
Intifada that began in 2000 and 
lasted years created havoc and 
1,000 Israeli graves – was like an 
antibiotic that had been applied 
too often. It lost its power. The 
body politics was immune to it.

Then there is the reality that 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and the administration 
face: This problem is as tough 
as their predecessors – Donald 
Trump’s son-in-law excepted – 
have said it was, and in fact may 
even be tougher.

“The situation is not right for 
fundamental breakthroughs,” 
said Linda Robinson, direc-
tor of the Center for Middle 
East Public Policy at the RAND 
Corporation, the nonprofit 

policy think tank. “These are 
problems beyond any American 
administration’s ability to make 
a difference. We have influ-
ence but we do not have the 
magic wand, and this informs 
this administration’s view of the 
Middle East. Neglect would be a 
terrible choice.”

So you can’t make much of a 
difference and you can’t ignore 
it. Not a good place for a presi-
dent to be. 

To complicate matters, 
Biden’s asset in this situation 
also is his disadvantage.

The president has the benefit 
of having known many of the 
principals for an extended peri-
od of time. He has taken their 
measure and is familiar with 
the broad outlines of the issues 
they are confronting. “But much 
of his knowledge and his expe-
rience is dated,” said Roger 
Porter, who teaches a course 
on the presidency at Harvard’s 
Kennedy School of Government 
and is the only person to have 
had an appointment from the 
previous nine presidents. “It is 
easy to assume things are the 
way they used to be, but all sorts 
of things have changed. His past 
knowledge is both a benefit and 
a liability.”

Biden is the president now. 
We know he is older, and per-
haps he is wiser. But much of 
his experience came before 
Israel developed its own weap-
ons industry and before it made 
a rudimentary peace with Arab 
nations such as Egypt, Jordan, 

Trying to form a miracle government

LETTER 
FROM 
JERUSALEM

Photo: Gershon Elinson/Flash90
After five elections in two years, Naftali Bennett and Yair Lapid seem poised to lead 
the next Israeli government.

U.S.’s problem with Israeli-Palestinian clash  
may be bigger than Biden thinks

Photo: Marc Israel Sellem/Pool
U.S. Secretary of State Anthony Blinken, left, met with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu in Jerusalem after the Israel-Hamas ceasefire. 

continued on page 12
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By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

NEWTON – Newton native 
Adam Mansbach has made a 
name for himself through 
humorous titles released over 
the past decade, such as the No. 
1-bestselling parenting parody, 
“Go the F*** to Sleep,” and the 
more recent “A Field Guide to 
the Jewish People,” which he 
wrote with Dave Barry and Alan 
Zweibel. Yet during that same 
time period, he has wrestled 
with the impact of an unimagi-
nable loss.

May 28 will mark 10 years 
since Adam’s brother, David, 
committed suicide. Now Adam 
is reflecting on this tragedy in 
a newly released book that is 
a combination of memoir and 
poem, titled “I Had a Brother 
Once.”

“I don’t think a day goes by 
when I don’t think about him,” 
Adam said in a Zoom inter-
view from his current home in 
California.

David’s death shook the fam-
ily. He had a “deeply kind and 
caring” side, his brother said.

At the time in 2011, Adam was 
preparing for the publication of 
his book which was on its way 
to becoming a No. 1 bestseller, 
and the ensuing publicity tour. 
The book came out two weeks 
after David died. In the media, 
his brother talked about his new 
book; in private, he mourned his 
and his family’s loss, one that 
he was not ready to talk about 
publicly.

“A lot of people I thank in 
the acknowledgments [of “I Had 
a Brother Once”],” Adam said, 
“who have been there for me 
the whole time through, wheth-
er making phone calls for me, 
telling other people he had died, 
that I did not do myself, that I 
did not do in public.

“The writing process was 
unlike any I had ever experi-

enced before,” he recalled. “It 
was very intense, very intuitive, 
very fast, over three weeks [of] 
unimaginable work … I was 
writing and crying.”

In the poem, written in lower-
case, Adam takes readers back 
to the phone call he received 
the night his father told him 
that David had taken his own 
life. The narrative continues 
to David’s funeral and Adam’s 
thoughts about their childhood, 
their family history, and the 
items that his brother had given 
to him as gifts over the years, 
from a Cuban baseball jersey to 
a ginger grater to a drum from 
Pakistan.  

Adam has stayed busy during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. He is 
working on a screenplay for the 
upcoming film “Super High” fea-
turing Andy Samberg. Samuel L. 
Jackson, who read the audio-
book for “Sleep,” read Adam’s 
parody on “Jimmy Kimmel Live” 
at the start of the pandemic. 
Earlier this month, Adam made 
a virtual return to Boston to dis-
cuss Jewish humor with Barry 
and Zweibel.  

The event was a wide-rang-
ing discussion, with Mansbach 
and Zweibel representing Jewish 
perspectives and Barry speaking 

from a non-Jewish perspective, 
although he noted that his wife 
is a Jewish Cuban.

“I think the first time I heard 
of Dave was through one of his 
early books, “Babies and Other 
Hazards of Sex,” said Adam, 
adding that his father Charles, 
who at the time was the Page 
One editor of the Boston Globe, 
would print Barry’s columns off 
the Associated Press wire and 
bring them home to read.

His second collaboration 
with Barry and Zweibel – who for 
years was a writer for “Saturday 
Night Live” –  is “A Field Guide to 
the Jewish People,” a humorous 
look at Jewish religion, history, 
and culture, from bar and bat 
mitzvahs to a quiz about wheth-
er you are an antisemite (which 
Adam wrote).

In the division of labor for the 
book, Adam said he “took on a 
lot of the history and holidays” 
and explored “what Judaism 
means – intellectual, spiritual, 
moral underpinnings.”  

“It was really nice to do what-
ever we felt was funny in the 
book,” Adam said.

Although the virtual event 
was originally planned as an 
in-person discussion last May 
before it was rescheduled 
because of the pandemic, Adam 
said it is “always nice” to return 
to his home state, noting that his 
parents still live in Newton and 
that every summer, he takes a 
vacation on Martha’s Vineyard.

Yet he knows that things back 
home will never be the same 
because of the impact of his 
brother’s death.

“It’s never far from my mind,” 
he said. “It’s stayed with me to 
this day. Every time I call my 
parents, I’m aware of it. I liter-
ally pick up the phone, call my 
parents, ‘Hi Dad, hi Mom,’ I’m 
deeply aware of the fact there’s 
only one person who could be 
saying these words to them … 
He’s very much on my mind.”

Adam Mansbach finds words for 
unspeakable sorrow

Photo: Pete Rosen
Adam Mansbach 

BOSTON – As the COVID-
19 pandemic continues to 
strain non-profit organiza-
tions across New England, the 
Red Sox Foundation will pro-
vide grants to local non-profit 
organizations working within 
the field of mental health. The 
7th Annual IMPACT Awards pre-
sented by the Ruderman Family 
Foundation, will give Red Sox 
fans the opportunity to nomi-
nate their favorite non-profits 
in all six New England states to 
receive support and funding.  

Given the pandemic’s vast 
effect on mental health, the 
IMPACT Awards will again focus 
on organizations whose mission 
includes raising awareness and 
improving the mental health 
outcomes of young adults in 
their community. 

“As we look forward to sup-
porting the recovery and rebirth 
of our local communities, the 
Red Sox Foundation is proud to 
continue working alongside the 
Ruderman Family Foundation 
to recognize organizations mak-
ing deep and meaningful change 
in the mental health space,” 
said Bekah Salwasser, execu-

tive vice president of Social 
Impact for the Boston Red Sox 
and executive director of the Red 
Sox Foundation. “The Ruderman 
Family Foundation is an invalu-
able partner and resource, and 
we are honored to collectively 
leverage our brands to amplify 
the efforts being made around 
mental health, which is so criti-
cal each and every day.”

Through a $125,000 grant 
from the Ruderman Family 
Foundation, the IMPACT Awards 
will provide twelve non-profits 
with either a first place $10,000 
grant, second place $3,000 grant, 
or a third place $2,000 grant. 
Eligible organizations with the 
most online votes from fans will 
be the designated winners. There 
will be two non-profits selected 
from each New England state.  

To be eligible, charities must 
be 501(c)(3) non-profits in good 
standing whose work is focused 
on improving the outcomes 
for those in their community 
through mental health services 
and/or awareness.

“More than a year into the 
COVID-19 crisis, there is a grow-
ing sense that brighter days are 

ahead from a physical health 
perspective, in the realm of con-
taining the spread of the virus. 
Yet the often-overlooked men-
tal health consequences of the 
pandemic will undoubtedly 
carry long-term implications 
across society, including the 
psychological impact on indi-
viduals who remain in isolation 
or those who are only begin-
ning to transition back to a 
relatively normal lifestyle,” said 
Jay Ruderman, president of the 
Ruderman Family Foundation. 
“Amid these ongoing challeng-
es, it is essential to eradicate 
the stigma surrounding mental 
health issues, and to recognize 
the efforts of the organizations 
which are working tirelessly to 
carry out that mission in their 
communities.”

Fans can nominate a non-
profit in the mental health space. 
The nomination period is open 
through June 7. Finalists will be 
announced on June 18, at which 
time the public voting period 
will begin. Voting ends July 9 
and takes place on redsox.com/
IMPACT. 

Ruderman Family Foundation and Red Sox 
Foundation to aid non-profits strained amid 
covid-19 pandemic

http://www.fantasyislandsalem.com
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By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

In 1978, the North Shore 
Jewish community welcomed a 
family of Soviet refugees. The 
Levins’ first home in America 
was an apartment on Estes Street 
in Lynn – near the Swampscott 
line and Route 1A – fully fur-
nished and stocked by members 
of the local Jewish community, 
who greeted the Levins when 
they arrived at Logan Airport. 
The family joined Temple Sinai 
in Marblehead.

The youngest member of that 
family, 9-year-old Michael, had 
an early interest in science. He 
was asthmatic, and his father 
Benjamin learned that it was 
important to keep him occu-
pied so he would not become 
nervous about his breathing. 
Benjamin came up with a novel 
means of distraction: He and his 
son would take apart the boxy 
TV sets of the era to see how 
they worked.

That experience left an 
impact on Michael Levin, 
who has grown up to become 
a researcher in an innovative 
aspect of biomedicine. Levin 
is exploring the role of electri-
cal signals in determining the 
growth of an organism, such 
as the possibility of regenerat-
ing body parts that have been 
lost. Experimenting with flat-
worms and frogs, he sees his 
work as having groundbreaking 
ramifications for science, medi-
cine, and life as we know it. His 
research has been spotlighted 
in a TED talk and a profile in the 
New Yorker earlier this month.

“We had some stories like 
[the New Yorker profile] before 
in the past, but this is sort of 
maybe the biggest one,” said 
Levin, who lives in Beverly 
with his wife and two children. 
“It’s great. I think I’m princi-
pally interested in the science, 
bringing new knowledge out of 
research and into health care 
and all of that. Part of that is 
communicating with the pub-
lic to get people excited about 
that.”

Proud father Benjamin 
describes his son as “a very 
smart guy” with an “interesting 
ability” to think outside the box.

“His most important abil-
ity is, he works and works and 
works. He starts his workday 
before 5 a.m. He always works. 
It’s how his head functions, ana-
lyzing and looking.”

Levin, who earned his 
doctorate at Harvard, now 
serves as director of the Tufts 

Center for Regenerative and 
Developmental Biology.

The possibilities of his work 
seem revolutionary, as he dis-
cussed in his TED talk. He 
showed footage of tiny planar-
ia, or flatworms, that he works 
with in his lab at Tufts. As he 
explained, planaria can be cut 
up into pieces, with each piece 
growing into a full-size flat-
worm. He found that he can use 
electrical signals that are natu-
rally found within them to cre-
ate flatworms with two heads or 
no heads instead of their usual 
one head.

“They’re completely happy, 
I think,” Levin said in the TED 
talk, although “[the] two heads 
don’t cooperate all that well.” 
But “if we crack the secret of 
regeneration, which is not only 
growing new cells but know-
ing when to stop … if you can 
continue to exert this really pro-
found control over the three-
dimensional structures that 
the cells are working towards, 
you could defeat aging as well 
as traumatic injury, things like 
this.”

Levin said he doesn’t have 
much spare time between work 
and family – he and his wife 
have two children and they all 
live with Levin’s parents in the 
same house in Beverly. When 
Levin can afford a moment, he 
goes kayaking or explores pho-
tography. His parents also have 
varied interests: His mother was 
a fashion designer on the North 
Shore whose styles were on the 
cover of Vogue magazine, before 
switching gears and going into 
alternative health care. He calls 
her “a huge influence on me 
– watching her shift careers 
between a concert pianist to a 
knitwear designer to a holis-
tic health practitioner gave me 
profoundly important examples 
of creativity, resilience, multi-
disciplinary, spirituality, and 
kindness that I try to incor-
porate into my work [and life] 
every day.”

As shown by those days tak-
ing apart TV sets, his father 
found that he had a talent for 
teaching. Benjamin Levin ulti-
mately transitioned from work-
ing in computers to teaching 
computer science and math, 
including at Salem State, and 
also wrote a book, “This Crown 
is Mine,” about a challenging 
period of Russian history in the 
early 17th century following the 
death of Ivan the Terrible.

Michael Levin expressed 
thanks to members of the North 

Russian immigrant goes 
from tinkering with TVs to 
groundbreaking biomedical 
research

Michael Levin

continued on page 15
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By Jordan Yorks

It was at the movies where I 
realized how lucky I was to be 
matched with such an incred-
ible kid. We were standing in line 
for popcorn and Elias politely 
asked if he could have the pop-
corn that also came with candy 
and a soda. After getting all the 
treats for the movie, we sat down 
and enjoyed “The Avengers.”

As we were leaving the the-
ater, I grabbed Elias’s empty 
popcorn bag to throw out and 
noticed there was an extra bag 
of M&M’S he didn’t touch. I 
assumed he was just full from 
the treats and popcorn we had 
throughout the movie. As I went 
to throw out the bag of candy, 
Elias stopped me and said, “Oh! 
Don’t throw those out, I was sav-
ing those for my sister!” I don’t 
know many 11-year-olds who 
think about their sibling when 
it comes to things like that. I am 
continuously impressed with his 
thoughtfulness. This is just one 
of the dozen stories I could tell 
that would illustrate how great 
of a kid Elias is.

I don’t know the secret Jewish 
Big Brothers Big Sisters has to 
matching Bigs and Littles, but 
boy did they get Elias and me 
right. We’ve shared countless 
memories together, whether 
it’s been playing basketball, 
bowling, finding the best local 
arcades, or finding any excuse 
to eat pizza. Each and every time 
we meet, there is a new story I 
have to tell my wife, something 
funny or kindhearted Elias did.

We have been able to share 
memories at a Red Sox game 
and a Celtics game. Watching 
Elias chant “DEE-FENSE!” as 
loud as he can along with the 
crowd at the Garden or dance to 
the music in between innings at 
Fenway makes this experience 
different. When I look back at 
my childhood, it was filled with 
watching and playing sports. 
To be able to see the impact 
it makes from the other side – 
now experiencing these things 
through Elias – is incredibly 
rewarding.

I look forward to each and 
every meeting and I know Elias 
feels the same way. Every time 

I pick him up, he jumps in the 
car with an incredible attitude, 
excited for the day we have 
planned ahead. The beauty of 
the program is that it not only 
makes an incredible impact in a 
child’s life, but also on the men-
tor’s life.

Going into this experience, I 
was hesitant. It’s a big respon-
sibility and it’s tough to make 

this type of commitment. Any 
sense of hesitation immediately 
left me after the first minute of 
meeting Elias. We were at his 
home to go through paperwork 
with his mom and a JBBBS clini-
cal match specialist. As I walked 
into their home and sat down 
on the couch, instead of Elias 
maybe being shy or reserved, 
he sat down right next to me 
and told me how excited he was 
to get a Big Brother. His excite-
ment and openness erased any 
doubt I may have had about this 
decision to dedicate my time to 
JBBBS.

For me, the most rewarding 
aspect of the JBBBS experience 
is the ability to see the impact 
you are making in somebody’s 
life. The incredibly thank-
ful texts I receive from Elias’s 
mother and the excitement Elias 
shows leading up to and during 
all of our activities is something 
that never gets old. Those little 
things are what make this expe-
rience so life-changing.

For more information, visit 
www.jbbbs.org. 

Courtesy photo 
Jordan and Elias 

A Jewish Big Brother gets back what he gives

mailto:rosenberg@jewishjournal.org
mailto:forman@jewishjournal.org
mailto:ann@jewishjournal.org
mailto:lois@jewishjournal.org
mailto:marcy@jewishjournal.org
mailto:yulia@jewishjournal.org
mailto:andrew@jewishjournal.org
mailto:subscriptions@jewishjournal.org
http://www.jewishjournal.org
mailto:calendar@jewishjournal.org
http://www.jbbbs.org


Elegant Independent and  
Assisted Living, with  

Exceptional Alzheimer’s Care 

92 West Street, Wilmington, MA. Just off I-93 at Exit 38.

978-988-2300  •  WindsorPlaceOfWilmington.com

WINDSOR PLACE
O F  W I L M I N G T O N

An Assisted Living Residence

W

Try us...you’ll love us! Enjoy the
food and activities. Just relax! 

Ask about our

30 DAY 

TRIAL STAY

Pesach Sameach!

Offering Hearing Aid and Cochlear Implant ServicesOffering Hearing Aid and Cochlear Implant Services
Custom solutions for your hearing loss, lifestyle and budget.

ACCEPTING TRANSFER PATIENTS 
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION 

We direct bill most insurance, no interest financing and leasing available.

990 PARADISE RD, SUITE 3A / SWAMPSCOTT, MA 01907 / 781-581-1500
2 FIRST AVE, STE 127-1 / PEABODY, MA 01960 / 978-717-5370

www.atlantichearingcare.com

• Go freely about your life and pursue the activities you love 
on our green and spacious campus. 

• Be part of a connected community filled with friends, 
neighbors, and a dedicated staff.

• Gain time and freedom from the hassle and  
expense of house repairs.

“I love it here! 
I couldn’t have  
made a  better choice.” 

– Beverly B., a community resident

At Brooksby Village, you’re free to live the independent life 
you want with an added safety net of support. We’re the 
premier senior living community on the North Shore!

Discover senior living at Brooksby Village! 
Call 1-800-614-6998 or visit  
BrooksbyVillage.com for your free brochure. 

14
58
68
78

North Shore
BrooksbyVillage.com

SENIOR LIVING  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JUNE 3, 2021 11

Ina Cherkas and Gail Pearson 
love being nurses. Ina, age 84 
and a resident at the Jeffrey 
and Susan Brudnick Center for 
Living in Peabody, worked as 
a registered nurse for 32 years. 
Gail, 63, is a nurse manager at 
the Brudnick center.

Adele Berman Cherkas – or Ina 
as everyone calls her – attended 
the Newton-Wellesley Hospital 
School of Nursing, graduating 
in 1957. She went on to work 
at Newton-Wellesley Hospital, 
starting in the ICU and then 
in recovery. After her son and 
daughter were born, she worked 
as a part-time nurse at Malden 
Hospital. Ina served as chair-
woman of the Massachusetts 
Nursing Association for four 
years, helping troubleshoot 
issues and solve problems.

Gail Pearson has been a nurse 
at Chelsea Jewish Lifecare’s 
Brudnick center for nine years. 
She graduated from Essex 
Agricultural High School in 
Danvers in the LPN program. 
Gail is beloved by residents and 
staff alike.

In honor of National Nurses 
Week last month, Gail asked Ina 
to share her thoughts on nurs-
ing, the pandemic, and what 
being an RN meant to her.

Gail: How did you get inter-
ested in nursing?

Ina: It started when I had my 
appendix out at age 14. Being a 
patient prompted me to think 
about what nursing entailed and 
how dedicated the nurses were 
to their patients. 

Gail: Do you remember how 
you felt when you became a 
nurse? 

Ina: I was so proud of get-
ting my nursing degree. Student 

nurses worked really hard. It was 
a lot of responsibility to assess 
people’s symptoms correctly. But 
I enjoyed it. The truth is I am so 
glad I became a nurse!

Gail: Nursing encompasses so 
many experiences and emotions. 
What was your favorite part?

Ina: (laughing) Flirting with 
the cute doctors! But seriously, 
I loved being able to help the 
patients. I remember sitting with 
one little boy who had cancer 
while he was waiting for his 
treatment. He asked me to stay 
with him and his parents. He just 
really needed someone to hold 
his hand.

What made me feel really spe-
cial is when patients came back 
to the hospital and they asked 
for me to be their nurse. I think 
you have to really want to be a 

nurse. It’s a tough job. That said, 
I encourage all those individuals 
who have an interest in nursing, 
especially CNAs [certified nurs-
ing assistants] to pursue this 
line of work. It is truly gratifying 
to be able to help people.

Gail: The hardest part of the 
pandemic for me was to see 
the elderly residents who I have 
cared for many years wither 
away from the virus, realizing 
that no matter how hard we 
worked to help them survive, 
they would  probably not sur-
vive. What do you think people 
learned from this last year and 
half?

Ina:  I think we learned that 
we had to take it day-by-day. 
It was a very difficult time. 
The pandemic caused a staff-
ing crisis, creating a shortage of 

nurses. We were all afraid at the 
beginning, but now what resi-
dents and staff have been vac-
cinated we are seeing a return 
to normalcy. 

Gail: What I love most about 
my nursing career is the trust-
ing relationships I have devel-
oped with my long-term care 
residents and their families. It is 
such a rewarding feeling. What 
did you enjoy most about being 
a nurse?

Ina: To me, the most impor-
tant part of nursing is getting to 
know the patients. I feel people 
miss out if they do not take the 
time to listen to their patients 
and find out who they are …
what they like … their families 
… their careers. I think find-
ing out as much information 
as possible makes you a better 
nurse. That was the easy part 

for me. I am definitely a people 
person!

Gail: What was the hardest 
part of nursing?

Ina Cherkas: Malden Hospital 
took critical cardiac patients that 
other hospitals would not take 
because the surgeries were com-
plicated and risky. Some made it 
through and that was wonderful 
to witness. But it was really hard 
to accept when a patient did not 
make it.

Gail: You worked as a nurse 
until age 72. Did you ever con-
sider retiring?

Ina: I actually retired when 
I was 65. In fact, I even had a 
going-away party. But you know, 
retiring isn’t all it’s cracked up to 
be. I found that I really missed 
caring for my patients. Guess I 
choose the right profession after 
all. 

Two nurses share a devotion to their patients

Gail Pearson and Ina Cherkas

CHELSEA AND PEABODY – 
Chelsea Jewish Hospice is seek-
ing volunteers to offer compan-
ionship 1-2 hours per week to 
individuals facing terminal ill-
ness who reside in Chelsea, 
Peabody and the Greater Boston 
area. Volunteers can make a 
huge difference for patients 
through activities such as hold-
ing a hand, listening to music, 
running an errand, or even just 
sitting quietly. Musicians, certi-
fied pet therapy teams, and those 
trained in alternative modalities 
such as Reiki are also encour-
aged to apply. 

Chelsea Jewish Hospice is a 

team of health care profession-
als who work in collaboration 
to care for and support patients 
and their families facing a ter-
minal illness. Care is provided 
to patients wherever they call 
home – a skilled nursing facility, 
assisted living facility, or private 
residence.

A comprehensive training 
is provided, which is flexible 
to accommodate a variety of 
schedules. 

For more information on vol-
unteering with Chelsea Jewish 
Hospice, contact Jill Hurley at 
617-889-0779 or email jhurley@
chelseajewish.org. 

Chelsea Jewish Hospice  
Seeking Volunteers
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the summer months leading to 
the High Holy Days,” Dinnes 
stated. 

Schwartz is coming to the 
congregation from a synagogue 
that overlooks the ocean along 
the Pacific Coast Highway. It’s a 
synagogue where worshippers 
greet dolphins on the beach for 
Shabbat services, according to 
the synagogue’s website.

A native of Richmond, Va., 
and a graduate of the University 
of Virginia in Charlottesville, 
Schwartz comes to Marblehead 
with a range of experiences 
from across the globe, accord-
ing to his profile on the Malibu 
synagogue’s website.

In 1997, Schwartz made 
Aliyah and was ordained by 
the Schechter Institute for 
Jewish Studies in Jerusalem in 
2001. He and his wife, Tamar, 
have four children: Binyamin, 
Yarden, Zohar, and David.

Before serving in Malibu, 
he was rabbi and director of 
education at Congregation 
Kol Emeth in Palo Alto, Calif.; 
rabbi and Jewish studies teach-
er at the American Hebrew 

Academy in Greensboro, N.C.; 
and rabbi at the United Jewish 
Congregation in Hong Kong for 
about three years, Dinnes said 
in his statement.

Other roles include serving 
as the High Holidays rabbi of 
the International Jewish Center 
in Brussels and the education 
director of the Hod v’Hadar 
community in Kfar Saba, Israel, 
according to his online bio.

While living and serving sev-
eral communities as a rabbi in 
Israel, he met his wife, who is a 
potter and an educator.

“Rabbi Michael and Tamar 
are very much looking forward 
to joining the Temple Sinai 
community,” Dinnes wrote. Of 
the couple’s four children, two 
attend college, one is in high 
school, and one goes to ele-
mentary school.

As an educator, Schwartz 
founded and directed the 
Human Rights Beit Midrash 
program at Hebrew University 
Beit Hillel in Jerusalem and 
guided high school and college 
Jewish groups through Israel 
for more than a decade.

“His work as an activist 
for Tikkun Olam has includ-
ed interreligious cooperation 
and peacebuilding, addressing 
issues of social justice and secu-
rity from a balanced human 
rights and Jewish perspective, 
and service as Development 
Director for the Israel NGO’s 
‘Rabbis for Human Rights’ and 
‘EcoPeace/Friends of the Earth-
Middle East,” his bio states.

“Rabbi Michael,” Dinnes 
said, “works very hard to cre-
ate classes and events (both for 
adults and kids) to bring the 
community together and loves 
to make Jewish tradition rele-
vant to our modern lives.  He is 
very active in initiating events 
around social action,” Dinnes 
said.

The Temple Sinai Search 
Committee consisted of Alan 
Barnett, the temple’s incom-
ing president; Alison Brookes; 
Barbara Rosenstroch; Carole 
Skowronski; Emily Andreano; 
Marjorie Detkin; Merle Hyman; 
Michael Lawee; Sheldon Brown; 
and Dinnes.

From Malibu to Marblehead: 
Temple Sinai to welcome new rabbi
from page 1

Bahrain, the United Arab 
Emirates, Morocco, and Sudan, 
alleviating a good deal of the 
nation’s security worries.

And should Biden really 
be talking on the phone with 
Netanyahu constantly?

“This should not be a Bibi-
Biden show,” said a national 
security figure in both the Bill 
Clinton and Barack Obama 
administrations. “The leader 
of one country should not 
have to talk constantly with 
the leader of another coun-
try. It has happened before but 
hasn’t been productive. Biden 

did talk with Netanyahu before 
all this broke, but it was mea-
sured and deliberate, and they 
weren’t on the phone every 
day. The policy shouldn’t rely 
on that.”

The tasks ahead: Assuring 
Israel’s security. Rebuilding 
the Palestinian infrastructure, 
especially schools, hospitals, 
and roads. Keeping a lid on 
emotions. Worrying about 
Iran’s role with Hamas even 
as the United States tries to 
rejoin the Iran nuclear talks. 
Providing economic hope to 
the hopeless. Figuring out the 

structure of American dip-
lomatic relations with the 
Palestinians, and the changed 
relationship with Israel. That’s 
only a partial list. Who says this 
is a second-tier problem?

David M. Shribman, who 
teaches American politics at 
McGill University’s Max Bell 
School of Public Policy in 
Montreal, is executive editor 
emeritus of the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette. He led the newspaper’s 
coverage of the Tree of Life 
synagogue shooting that won 
the Pulitzer Prize.

U.S.’s problem with Israeli-Palestinian clash 
may be bigger than Biden thinks
from page 7
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By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

ARLINGTON – COVID has 
had many of us crying for our 
mothers and have also had many 
moms crying for their children 
and their grandchildren.

Fortunately, one mother is 
doing what she can to bring 
some normalcy by inspiring her 
son to bring live theater back to 
the Boston area.

Starting Sunday, June 13, 
best-selling author and Brook-
line resident Michael Levin will 
be presenting his one-act play, 
“The Mom Show,” at the Regent 
Theatre in Arlington.

Though many of us may have 
faced hard times during the past 
year, most will pale in com-
parison to what Levin’s moth-
er went through during World 
War II, when she escaped Nazi 
Germany and eventually made 
it to the United States. The play 
is a tribute to Levin’s mother and 
immigrant mothers of all back-
grounds. Levin did the writing 
and  composing, and performs 
in the one-man show.

Jenny Graubart was born in 
Belgium in 1936. After escaping 
Europe, Graubart lived in Cuba 
and New York. During the course 
of her life, she dealt with divorce, 
death, alcoholism, and finally 
Alzheimer’s disease. Needless to 
say, Levin had a great deal of 
material from which to choose.

“The story touches on the 
Holocaust, my grandfather’s 
murder, my mom’s dementia, 
a family history of alcoholism, 
[and] my parents’ divorce,” Levin 
explains. “Fortunately, a lot of 
things that are funny and happy 
… balance the tough stuff.”

As he had lived through some 
of the chapters, Levin did not 
have to do all that much research. 
“Mom was very open with me 
about the struggles she went 
through and what her parents 
went through,” says Levin, not-
ing that he also had ties to peo-
ple who knew his grandparents 
who were able to add details. “It 
was only when I weaved all the 
stories together into the show 
that I was able to get perspective 
on the whole tapestry.”

Speaking for a moment about 
his maternal grandfather and his 
influence on the lives of Levin’s 
mother and himself, Levin says 
“At 13 he somehow made his 
way across Germany to Poland, 
where he eventually established 
himself as a clothier. In 1939, 
he knew the Nazis were differ-
ent from anything the Jews had 
faced and got the family mov-
ing immediately, from Belgium 
to France to Spain to Cuba to 
New York, starting over so many 
times.  He never lost his cheer-
fulness, love of family, or desire 
to provide safety.  He was never 
too afraid to act.  His courage is 
why I’m here today.”

After reading sections of the 
script while walking around 
Fresh Pond in Cambridge, Levin 
took to Zoom to rehearse it 
before trying it out in an actu-
al theater with small (but live) 
audiences.

“It took a lot of time,” he 
recalls, “but I wouldn’t call it dif-
ficult. It was just testing which 
stories worked [and] how long to 
tell each one.”

As Levin is also a trained tenor 
who sings with the Tanglewood 
Festival Chorus, his addition of 

and transition into music may 
not be a surprise, but it now 
anchors the entire story.

“At a rehearsal in January, 
the audience said, ‘Add songs,’” 
Levin recalls, noting that the 
music has helped him express 
ideas and feelings that were dif-
ficult to do in words, even for 
someone who has written and 
edited over 800 books.

“The first song asks how [to] 
tell the story of your Mom’s life 
when you only know fragments 
and pieces,” says Levin. “The 
facts are the facts, and the inter-
pretations are my surmise.”

While the title strongly spot-
lights one maternal member 
of his family, Levin maintains 
that others are deeply involved. 
In addition to his grandfather, 
Levin speaks and sings about his 
father as well.

“There’s plenty about him 
and his side of the family,” Levin 
explains, noting that his father’s 
story is pretty amazing, too. “But 
it’s really Mom’s night, Mom’s 
message, Mom’s story.”

Another male member of 
the family in the play is Levin’s 
great-uncle, who saved hun-
dreds of lives working with the 
French Resistance and survived 
four years in a concentration 
camp.

“He was a superhero,” Levin 
observes, noting that his great-
uncle went on to become a top 
European diamond dealer who 
befriended the Kennedys, celeb-
rities, and business magnates. 
“He was a huge influence on my 
life. I’d love to do a show about 
him!”

Though the performance fea-
tures Levin alone and most of 
the story deals with one person, 
Levin suggests that the story is 
far more universal than may be 
expected.

“It’s really every family’s 
story,” he maintains, noting 
how many of the challenges that 
his family experienced also are 
faced by many others. 

In addition to finding a sense 
of balance, Levin hopes audi-
ences will come away with 
inspiration from his mother’s 
resilience and the enduring love 
of family that got them both 

through the “tough stuff.”
“I hope audiences will take 

away from the story the ... opti-
mism and perspective about 
life that the ‘Jewish Greatest 
Generation’ models for the rest 
of us,” he says. “No matter what 
happens, pull up your socks and 
keep going!” 

“The Mom Show” runs 
Sundays from June 13 through 
July 18 at 7 p.m. Tickets are $24. 
For tickets, visit www.regent
theatre.com. 

A Message from Torf Funeral Service

YOUR HEALTH  
WHILE VISITING OUR CHAPEL 

IS OUR TOP PRIORITY
We are living in a new world, and now that we  

are beginning to get back into a “new normal” routine, 
we want you to feel safe while visiting our Chapel.

Torf Funeral Chapel has invested and equipped  
our building with an Aqualite-Active Pure air filtration 

system that uses Active Pure technology throughout  
the facility. This new technology seeks and destroys 

contaminants in the air, and on surfaces. This air  
filtration system “Active Pure” is 1 of 75  

approved technologies by NASA. 

We are proud to be the first funeral home in  
Massachusetts to have invested in this system.

We hope and pray that better and  
easier times are upon us.

TORF FUNERAL SERVICE

Pre-need planning at our facility  
or in the comfort of your own home.

 Deborah Torf Golden (1944-2019)  Amy Torf Feinberg
 (617) 889-2900 (800) 428-7161
 151 Washington Avenue, Chelsea, MA 02150

www.torffuneralservice.com

ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT 

 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – MAY 20, 2021 5

By David M. Shribman 
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T
wo questions linger as street, aerial, 

and missile warfare – and perhaps 

more deadly strife – continue to 

convulse Israel and Gaza. The first: What 

will Israel do in what Yossi Klein Halevi, 

a senior fellow at the Shalom Hartman 

Institute in Jerusalem, calls “the worst 

Arab-Jewish violence in our history”? 

And the second: What will Joe Biden do 

if this conflict continues, intensifies, or 

ultimately spills beyond its current venue 

of violence?

But a third question also beckons as a 

consensus solidifies in Israel around the 

view of Halevi, the American-born author 

of the bestselling book, “Letters to My 

Palestinian Neighbor,” who asserts, “Jews 

across the political spectrum agree about 

this: We have no choice.” 

That third question is: What exactly 

can the president of the United States do, 

anyway?
“American presidents have a lot of 

sway in determining American foreign 

policy but they don’t have much sway 

interfering in other countries,” said 

Shirley Anne Warshaw, a Gettysburg 

College expert on the presidency. “These 

are problems within a sovereign state 

and we don’t want to deny either Israel or 

Palestinians support. And yet we have to 

do something. That’s why it’s such a dif-

ficult situation.”

But that is not only why is it such a dif-

ficult situation. 

Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton were 

able to intervene in the region, and to 

win important progress with Anwar Sadat 

and Yasser Arafat, when the Middle East 

was a principal American interest. In the 

Carter case, he had played down the 

Soviet threat in his 1977 commencement 

address at the University of Notre Dame 

(“We are now free of that inordinate fear 

of Communism”), and in the Clinton 

case, his breakthrough with the “hand-

shake for peace” between Yitzhak Rabin 

and Arafat in 1993 on the White House 

lawn came during a major reform initia-

tive in Russia (prompting an American 

grant of $1.8 billion to Russia and the 

former Soviet republics).

In both those circumstances, the 

United States was basically free of other 

imminent international crises. 

This is a different era with a differ-

ent president, who has made it clear 

that he has different priorities: trade and 

military concerns with China and a wary 

eye on Russian interference in American 

commercial and political activities. The 

Middle East is not on the top shelf.

Except now it is. 

American presidents in the post-War 

War II era don’t get to choose unilater-

ally the focus of their attention. Lyndon 

Johnson and George H.W. Bush didn’t 

expect to have to turn their gazes to 

Panama in 1964 and 1989, respectively, 

just as Gerald R. Ford wasn’t focused on 

Cambodia when the Mayaguez incident 

occurred in 1975. The elder President 

Bush hadn’t given much thought to the 

security of Kuwait when Saddam Hussein 

mounted his invasion in 1990, just as the 

White House was grappling in negotia-

tions on the budget.

Crises happen. Or, applying that senti-

ment to the world of foreign affairs: Shifts 

happen. 
But in its zeal to deal with China and 

Russia, and with the coronavirus crisis 

and the economic recovery dominating 

the news and White House attention, the 

Biden team was caught unprepared for 

this spring’s Israeli-Palestinian mayhem.

One of the rules of thumb of foreign 

policy is that if an American administra-

tion wants to focus its energies on one 

or two areas of contention, it has to be 

equipped to keep the difficult areas that 

are not priorities from getting in its way. 

That means assigning top senior-level 

personnel with real regional credibility 

to keep watch on, and to help keep a lid 

on, the peripheral concerns – and to keep 

them peripheral.

“Even if your public position is that 

your primary focus is Asia and Russia,” a 

former national security official in both 

the Clinton and Obama administrations 

said in an interview, “you still have to 

make sure you have the right people 

focused on this.”

The Biden administration was either 

too distracted, or just as likely too new on 

the job, to do that.

Biden is a lifelong supporter of Israel, 

though as president he has avoided tak-

ing sides publicly in the current conflict. 

Last Friday, Biden’s Deputy Assistant 

Secretary for Israel and Palestinian 

Affairs, Hady Amr, landed in Tel Aviv to 

begin talks on de-escalating the situation. 

The White House has not yet appointed 

an ambassador to Israel, though some 

Washington-based observers are hop-

ing he turns to Thomas R. Nides, cur-

rently the managing director of Morgan 

Stanley. A former chief of staff to U.S. 

Trade Representative Mickey Kantor and 

a former deputy secretary of state for 

management in the Obama administra-

tion, Nides’ appointment would show 

senior-level attention to the region.

Moreover, the administration has to 

clarify its vision for Israel. Right now 

that vision is a fuzzy allegiance to the 

term “two-state solution.” But on the 

ground, essentially a one-state real-

ity prevails from the Jordan River to the 

Mediterranean Sea. The Biden admin-

istration needs to get to a place where 

Israelis and Palestinians can work togeth-

er to find the right path forward for both. 

They are nowhere near that right now.

That’s without considering the chem-

istry between Biden and Israeli Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who 

had a relationship with former presi-

dent Donald J. Trump that Biden has no 

taste to replicate. Biden and Netanyahu 

have talked during this crisis. But it is 

almost inconceivable that any American 

president could have much influence on 

Netanyahu, himself preoccupied with his 

political and legal prospects as an elec-

tion looms and in any case possessed 

with a single-minded view of his own 

indispensability and infallibility.

Then there are the divisions within 

American Jews themselves, with some 

holding an unyielding “Israel-right-or-

wrong” posture and others troubled that 

Israel has betrayed its founding values 

with its treatment of the Palestinians. 

Nobody involved in this work missed 

the op-ed Senator Bernie Sanders of 

Vermont, the avatar of the Democratic 

progressive, wrote in the New York Times. 

“Over more than a decade of his right-

wing rule in Israel, Mr. Netanyahu has 

cultivated an increasingly intolerant and 

authoritarian type of racist nationalism,” 

Sanders wrote.

 “There are huge divisions within the 

United States and within the Jewish com-

munity in the United States, so American 

interests are not necessarily the same 

as Israel’s,” said Gene R. Garthwaite, an 

emeritus Dartmouth College professor 

and lifelong student of the region. “Biden 

is looking at this situation from the prism 

of those divisions. It would be uncharted 

territory for any administration. It is a 

huge challenge for an administration just 

getting off the ground.”

David M. Shribman, who teaches 

American politics at McGill University’s 

Max Bell School of Public Policy in 

Montreal, is executive editor emeritus of the 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. He led the news-

paper’s coverage of the Tree of Life syna-

gogue shooting that won the Pulitzer Prize.

The U.S. has to do something about Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict, but what?

Photo: Amos Ben Gershom/GPO

President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu have spoken dur-

ing this month’s Israel-Hamas war. 

By Ronni Shaked

JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

JERUSALEM – Thousands of 

rockets in 10 days without 

a break. The skies in south-

ern and central Israel, above 

Tel Aviv Ashdod, Ashkelon and 

Beersheba, lit up by a Hamas 

missile path followed by Iron 

Dome missiles, which managed 

to intercept 

90 percent 

of them. 

The sirens 

did not stop whistling. The 

streets of Tel Aviv were deserted. 

More than 1.5 million Israelis sat 

in shelters. Hamas and Islamic 

Jihad have continued the blitz 

with the aim of killing, destroy-

ing, and terrorizing the people 

of Israel.
The Israel Defense Forces 

knows how to deal with rock-

et terrorism from Gaza. But 

across Israel the real concern 

is the internal front. The chaos 

threatened to disrupt the tense 

and complicated relationship 

between Jewish and Arab citi-

zens in Israel.

Lod, Ramla, Acre and Haifa 

became the scene of battles 

between young Arab extremists 

and the Jewish residents. The 

Arabs received encouragement 

and moral support from Hamas. 

The Jews received reinforce-

ments from right-wing activists, 

mainly from the settlements. 

The streets of the mixed cities 

became a battlefield. It was a 

nightmare, a set of a horror film 

that no one in Israel imagined.

Bands of young Arabs, driven 

by collective feelings of hatred, 

raged in the streets. They 

lynched Jews who accidentally 

got in their way. Roads near the 

Arab settlements were blocked. 

Light poles were knocked down, 

power lines were cut off. Buses 

were set on fire. Plane traffic to 

Lod Airport was halted. Border 

Police were called in to take back 

the streets. In the city of Lod 

alone, 10 synagogues were set 

on fire, 70 Jewish homes were 

damaged and 110 vehicles were 

set on fire.

Police Commissioner Yaakov 

Shabtai accused MK Itamar Ben 

Gvir of lighting a match that 

ignited the chaos in the mixed 

cities. Ben Gvir, a student and 

heir of Rabbi Meir Kahane, 

moved his office – first to the 

Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood of 

Jerusalem, and then to Lod.  

President Reuven Rivlin 

appeared in front of the camer-

as, pleading, “Stop the civil war. 

Stop this crazy madness.”

Only after six days of chaos 

did the police take over the 

streets, leading to a lull. The 

fire subsided. The Arab leader-

ship, for the most part, came 

out against the chaos on its third 

and fourth day and called for 

an end to the violence. Jewish-

Arab fraternal demonstrations 

took place throughout the coun-

try. How long the lull will last is 

unknown. 

What is known and that the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict – by 

its nature – is now an intractable 

conflict. The Al-Aqsa Mosque/

Temple Mount in Jerusalem is 

the heart of the conflict – 55 

acres that serves as the explosive 

barrel of the battle.  To the Jews, 

the Temple Mount is sacred by 

virtue of the faith in which the 

Divine Presence is forever. For 

Muslims, Al-Aqsa is the third 

holiest site after Mecca and 

Medina, and the location from 

which the Prophet Muhammad 

ascended to a heavenly gather-

ing. The violation of the sanctity 

of the Temple Mount/Al-Aqsa 

for both religions is a violation 

of the rules of ethics of society, 

so the struggle is in the power 

of “kill and do not pass.” This 

struggle will continue to be the 

focus of violence and wars of the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  

Al-Aqsa is one issue that 

Muslims and Palestinians agree 

on. For them, the conquest of 

Al-Aqsa 54 years ago in the 1967 

war, and the liberation of the 

Temple Mount in the eyes of 

the Jews, is a burning insult that 

has not been healed to this day. 

This is the first time since the 

Muslim warrior Saladin liber-

ated Jerusalem (1187 AD) from 

the Crusaders that the Al-Aqsa 

Mosque was occupied by the 

“Jewish infidels – the new 

Crusaders.” The conquest of 

Al-Aqsa is a violation of their 

cosmic order.

Thus, the mosque in 

Jerusalem became a symbol of 

the religious-national patrio-

tism of the Palestinians in their 

A ceasefire until the next round of fighting

Analysis

Photo: Yossi Aloni/Flash90

Police officers clash with protesters during a protest in Jerusalem. 
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By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

SWAMPSCOTT – Last 
Wednesday, a local resident who 
frequently walks on Preston 
Beach discovered boulders cov-
ered with racist and anti-Semit-
ic hate messages.

Both the Swampscott and 
Marblehead police departments 
are investigating the hate inci-
dent and seeking information 
about who might have done it.

A photo posted on Facebook 
showed the hate graffiti spray 
painted on the riprap at the 

base of the stairs that lead from 
Beach Bluff Park down to the 
beach. 

However, according to police, 
the graffiti was also scrawled 
on rocks on the Marblehead 
side of the beach and on the 
park’s walkway. In an email, 
Marblehead Police Chief Robert 
Picariello said that Swampscott 
is serving as the lead investigat-
ing agency for this incident.

By the afternoon, the spray 
paint at the base of the stairs 
had been covered over with 
black paint.
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Swampscott, Marblehead, 
Salem police investigate 
anti-Semitic acts

Photo: Ethan M. Forman/Journal Staff
Last week, vandals scrawled anti-Semitic and hate graffiti at Preston 
Beach in Swampscott and Marblehead. The words of hate were 
painted over soon after. 

By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF 

MARBLEHEAD — With 
numerous precautions in place, 
the Epstein Hillel Jewish inde-
pendent day school welcomed 
back students on-site last week. 

“The first day was fabulous,” 
said Head of School Amy Gold. 
According to Gold, all of the 
school’s faculty – nearly 30 – 
returned. The K-8 school also 
saw a 58 percent jump in enroll-

ment from last year, from 58 
students last spring to 92 stu-
dents this fall.

The in-person reopening for 
students occurred amid a Covid-
19 pandemic that has generated 
safety concerns about schools 
nationwide, with many opt-
ing for remote instruction, or a 
hybrid of both in-person and 
remote learning during the first 
few weeks.

Epstein Hillel students’ days 
so far have included a “lunch 

lane” under a canopy set up 
alongside the building, and 
classes held outside under tents.

Epstein Hillel parent Cassie 
Bruner of Peabody said she was 
thrilled with the return of her 
second- and third-grade kids to 
in-person learning last week.

Bruner said her children 
have been coming home with 
“an overwhelming response to 
their day,” happy to be back 
after attending school remotely 

EPSTEIN HILLEL STUDENTS 
RETURN AMID STRINGENT 

COVID-19 GUIDELINES

By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

REVERE – When Audrey 
Siegel was growing up in Revere 
in the 1940s, her mother insist-
ed that she attend the Kadima 
Hebrew School, among the 
Jewish institutions that were 
woven into the fabric of the 
city’s then vibrant and bustling 
Jewish community. At the time, 
working-class Jewish immigrant 
families made up nearly 20 per-
cent of the city’s population.

To her disappointment, Siegel 
was one of only a few girls. By 
the time she was a young teen, 
she was the only girl in a class 

with 10 boys getting ready to 
have their bar mitzvahs.

After six years of devoted 
study, Siegel felt the sting of 
being left out.

“I wanted a bat mitzvah. But 
the principal said girls were not 
supposed to be bat mitzvahed,” 
she recalled. “I was very jeal-
ous.” 

“But that was the ruling at 
that time,” she said.

Last month, Siegel was called 
to the Torah by Rabbi Lior Nevo 
at the Jack Satter House. She 
was one of 12 residents between 
the ages of 71 and 100 who, 
on Friday, Aug. 21, celebrated 
their lifelong dream to have a 

bat mitzvah. The date was Rosh 
Chodesh Elul, the start of the 
Jewish month of Elul. Among 
the cohort were five others from 
Revere, including 100-year-old 
Rose Brown, and two women 
from Malden. 

Late in life, these proudly 
Jewish women rose to the chal-
lenge and said yes to an oppor-
tunity denied them as teens. 

Even when the pandemic 
threatened to upturn their plans, 
they persisted. Rather than gath-
er all together with family and 
friends in the chapel at the Jack 
Satter House, the momentous 
bat mitzvah was re-envisioned 

Rose Brown, who is 100, recently marked her bat mitzvah in Revere.  

Denied in their teens, 12 women celebrate their bat mitzvahs

continued on page 14
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By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

MARBLEHEAD – Dozens of 
residents and the Marblehead 
Racial Justice Team are demand-
ing answers about an incident 
involving a former town police 
officer who allegedly scratched 
a swastika into another officer’s 
personal vehicle.

The incident is alleged to 

have happened in late June/
early July of 2019, but the police 
chief only found out about it 
more than a year later – in mid-
November 2020 – and the public 
wasn’t made aware of it until 
a month after that. Residents 
want to know why it stayed 
secret for so long.  

Officer Timothy Tufts had 
been on paid administrative 
leave since Nov. 20 until his 

resignation, which Marblehead 
police Chief Robert Picariello 
announced on Dec. 16.

“I think the unknowns and 
18 months that somebody knew 
the event took place and it took 
so long … to get to the chief. It’s 
worrisome,” said Marblehead 
resident Megan Sweeney. 
Sweeney wondered if an exist-
ing institutional environment 
prevented the incident from 

coming to light sooner. 
She was one of more than 

50 residents who wrote to the 
Board of Selectmen last month, 
requesting more details about 
the hiring and training of offi-
cers; changes to the depart-
ment’s policy on reviewing 
social media of applicants and 
employees; the selection of a 
new chief (Picariello is retiring 
in July); and asking 26 specific 

questions about the swastika 
incident. 

“That this incident was not 
publicly disclosed for many 
months and that the officer was 
not fired and charged with a 
crime is deeply troubling,” the 
letter from the Racial Justice 
Team read. “Anti-Semitism and 
racism in all their forms must 
be met with swift and decisive 

JEWISH JOURNAL
FEBRUARY 4, 2021 – 22 SHEVAT 5781

VOL 45, NO 13 JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG

The Jewish Journal is a nonprofit newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and charitable organizations. Email subscriptions@jewishjournal.org.

Call 877.MY.METRO or click MetroCU.org.

SMART PRODUCTS. COMPETITIVE RATES.
METRO HAS A MORTGAGE FOR YOU!

NMLS #198524

By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF 

The Anti-Defamation League of New 
England was able to zoom in on film and 
photos that captured symbols on cloth-
ing, flags, hats, and signs that identified 
people from the region who participated 
in the siege on the Capitol Jan. 6.  

“The activity we see here is consistent 
with the rest of the country,” said Robert 
Trestan, the ADL’s executive director in 
New England. “And it’s not to say that 
Massachusetts and New England is this 
hotbed or center point for extremists, 
but like other parts of the country, there 
are people who hold these very strong 
views and are publicly pushing them 
out.”

The ADL spotted members from a 
neo-Nazi, white supremacist group 
called the Nationalist Social Club that 
has chapters in New England. One image 
the ADL saw read “New England 131,” 
which is associated with the group. The 
“131” is alphanumeric code for ACA, Anti 
Communist Action.

Trestan said a photo from inside the 
Capitol shows someone carrying a so-
called “Kek flag” that was also carried 

by a small group of NSC members to a 
“Restore Sanity” rally last June, an event 
that was organized by a group that advo-

cates for the “straight community” called 
Super Happy Fun America. 

Kek is “a made-up deity connected to 

a semi-ironic ‘religion’ embraced by alt-
right white supremacists,” according to 
the ADL.

“If you look up the picture of the flag 
in front of the State House [in June] at the 
Super Happy Fun America event, it’s that 
flag. The same flag,” Trestan said.

The Nationalist Social Club is more of 
a threat to the Jewish community. 

“NSC members consider themselves 
soldiers fighting a war against a hostile, 
Jewish-controlled system that is deliber-
ately plotting the extinction of the white 
race,” according to the ADL.

Salem police were investigating the 
group for tagging stickers in the city that 
read “NSC 131 Zone” during the sum-
mer, and it was working with the Salem 
No Place for Hate Committee to identify 
individuals in the area tied to the group.

The other group, Super Happy Fun 
America, which organized the Straight 
Pride Parade in Boston in the summer of 
2019, is no stranger to the North Shore.

Two members of the Super Happy 
group, Mark G. Sahady of Malden – who 
organized the parade – and Suzanne 
Ianni of Natick have been charged with 
misdemeanor trespassing and disorderly 

ADL USED PHOTOS, IMAGES TO SPOT  
LOCAL GROUPS AT CAPITOL INSURRECTION

Photo: Wikipedia
Trump supporters at the siege of the Capitol on Jan. 6.

Marblehead residents ask: Why did it take  
so long to uncover police swastika incident?

It took over a year before the police chief learned that an officer had 
allegedly carved a swastika into another officer’s car. 

Winthrop Police Chief Terence Delehanty Photo: Wicked Local 
Marblehead Police Chief Robert Picariello 

continued on page 16

continued on page 13

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

BOSTON – As Israel and 
Hamas inched closer to a cease-
fire after nearly two weeks of 
fighting, the war was felt in 
Greater Boston as American 
Jews and Israelis held rallies and 
gathered in solidarity to sup-
port Israel.   

Israel has fought several 
mini-wars in Gaza since Hamas 
seized control of the autono-
mous strip from the Palestinian 
Authority (PA) in 2007, but the 
latest conflict can be traced 
to a spate of recent events in 

Jerusalem. They include the PA’s 
cancellation of planned elec-
tions in the West Bank; protests 
over a court case involving the 
proposed eviction of some 
families in the East Jerusalem 
neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah; 
rioting on the Temple Mount 
where Palestinians and Israeli 
police were injured; Israel’s 
decision to remove Palestinians 
from the Old City’s Damascus 
Gate during Ramadan. 

On May 10, Hamas fired a 
barrage of rockets into Israel. 
Israel responded by bombing 
Gaza. Over the last 10 days, 
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ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT
Coverage on pages 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 17, 20 and 22. 
Go to www.jewishjournal.org for updates.

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT 

Inspired by a challenge from 
philanthropists Arthur J. Epstein 
and Bryna Litchman, the Jewish 
Journal has successfully reached 
its goal of raising $200,000. 
With the campaign reaching its 
mark, Epstein and Litchman 
plan to donate $100,000 to the 
Journal. Their gift is the largest 
single donation the Journal has 
received in its 44-year history. 

“Bryna and I think this is 
great and unbelievable and 
we both appreciate every-
body who contributed to this 
most worthwhile campaign to 
keep our Jewish Journal as a 
central link to the Jewish and 
interfaith communities,” said 
Epstein, who funded the cre-

ation of the Epstein Center for 
Behavioral Health at Salem 
Hospital, and has donated 
generously to the area’s Jewish 
day school – the Epstein Hillel 
School in Marblehead – which 
is named for him. “I believe that 
the Jewish Journal serves as the 
connector of our North Shore 
and larger Jewish community, 
and we all need to invest in its 
sustainability.” 

Donors to this historic cam-
paign are listed in a special sec-
tion within this week’s paper 
and represent gifts or commit-
ments made between March 11 
and May 11. Additional gifts can 
still be made, and those dona-
tions received between May 
12 and July 15 will be included 
in a special acknowledgment 

page in July. The funds from 
the campaign will help bol-
ster the paper’s journalism, its 
website and social media plat-
forms, allow for broader distri-
bution and also strengthen the 
Journal’s endowment. 

The Journal, which began 
publishing in 1977, is the largest 
Jewish paper in New England 
– mailed free to over 10,000 
homes every other week. Over 
the last year, it has faced sig-
nificant economic challenges 
during the coronavirus health 
emergency – with its major 
source of revenue, advertising, 
dropping over 35 percent. Still, 
while other Jewish papers in 
major cities such as New York 
and Los Angeles have elimi-

Jewish Journal reaches campaign goal

Israel and Hamas move 
toward ceasefire; Boston 
Jews rally for Israel

Arthur Epstein and Bryna 
Litchman.

Matthew Swartz, Howard Rich, Steven Rosenberg and Johanna 
Matloff. 

Photo: Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
Ambassador Meron Reuben, Consul General of Israel to New England, 
at a pro-Israel rally last week in Boston. 

By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF 

Marblehead’s Robert Sanford 
and his wife of 72 years, Bery, 
managed to survive the Holo-
caust and after the war escaped 
the Communist Regime in 
Romania by crossing into 
Hungary, Austria, Germany, and 
France.

But after they arrived on tem-
porary visas in the United States, 
Sanford was drafted into the  
Army while living on Staten 
Island.

Sanford, now 92, who was 
born Isidor Strulovici in 1928 in 
Botosani, Romania, reported for 
duty and served in Korea even 
though he was not a U.S. citizen.

As Memorial Day approach-
es May 31, Sanford and sever-
al others reflected on being a 

Jewish war veteran.
“My wife and I were privi-

leged to visit the [Normandy] 

invasion cemetery in France,” 
Sanford said. That was around 
1999. “And there are many Jews 

among the 10,000 or so [U.S, 
military] who are buried there. 
As we walked through the cem-
etery, it was the solemnity and 
the quiet and the dignity of the 
place that made me feel part of 
something that is far bigger than 
I am.”

With the help of the GI Bill, 
Sanford got his first degree 
from City College of New York. 
He continued his education at 
Purdue University, where he 
earned degrees in chemistry 
and physics. He worked for the 
Atomic Energy Commission at 
Columbia University and then at 
General Electric, which brought 
him to Marblehead in 1960.

Recent health scares, includ-
ing colon cancer and heart sur-
gery, prompted him and his wife 
to write about their lives.

Sanford grew up in an obser-

vant Jewish family, and his father 
made his living in the liquor 
business. His father fought in 
World War I, losing the use of 
one of his legs in a battle in the 
Carpathian Mountains. 

Sanford’s parents and sis-
ter managed to survive the 
Holocaust and migrated to Israel 
in 1950. Sanford also was able 
to bring his brother to the U.S. 
However, his wife’s grandparents 
were killed by the Nazis.

Sanford met his wife as a 
teenager, he was 17 and she 
was 15, and it was love at first 
sight, he said. Today, the couple 
has three adult children, seven 
grandchildren, and four great-
grandchildren. 

Bery’s stepfather, Iancu Zissu, 
was an important Jewish lawyer 
who was able to flee Romania 

As Memorial Day approaches, Jewish war veterans’ stories are shared

Photo: Ethan M. Forman/Journal Staff
Robert Sanford of Marblehead, who fled Communist Romania, is a 
Jewish veteran of the Korean War.

continued on page 23

continued on page 21

continued on page 20
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Local author Michael Levin turns playwright 
in telling his mother’s Holocaust tale

Michael Levin at the Regent Theatre in Arlington.

http://www.regent�theatre.com
http://www.regent�theatre.com
http://www.regent�theatre.com
http://www.torffuneralservice.com
http://www.jewishjournal.org
mailto:rosenberg@jewishjournal.org
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during this difficult and ever-
changing time period,” Marty 
Schneer, the center’s executive 
director, said in an email. 

At Temple Emanu-El, which 
has about 575 members, stu-
dents and families were invited 
into the sanctuary for Shabbat 
and the 12th grade graduation 
on May 21. 

On June 18, the temple plans 
to hold a Shabbat Picnic Dinner-
To-Go and Outdoor Service at 
the front of the temple by the 
main entrance, with masks man-
datory.

But it won’t be until July 2 
when the Reform temple in 
Marblehead fully reopens for its 
6 p.m. Shabbat services with-
out capacity limits, though 
the temple will continue with 
COVID precautions of masks, 
social distancing, and plexiglass 
screens on the bima. There will 
be no congregating in the foyer. 
In-person Shabbat morning ser-
vices will begin the first week of 
August.

The temple will continue to 
live-stream its services while 
working on technology to stream 
classes and meetings.

“I’m absolutely excited to see 
and be with people in worship,” 
said Meyer, who added that the 
reopening has proven to be a 
more complex endeavor than 
closing was 15 months ago.

Temple Sinai’s outgoing presi-
dent, Ira Dinnes, said in an email 
religious services are being held 
in-person and on Zoom. The 
Marblehead temple had been 
requesting members to sign up 
to allow for adequate social dis-

tancing.   
“We will adjust all policies 

as we see what happens with 
COVID as the state reopens busi-
nesses without constraints after 
May 29,” Dinnes said.

Congregation Shirat Hayam 
in Swampscott has been hold-
ing limited, in-person services 
since April, according to an email 
from Rabbi Michael Ragozin. 
Shirat Hayam has been holding 
in-person services on Monday, 
Thursday, and Rosh Hodesh 
mornings, on Tuesday evening, 
and Shabbat morning bnei mitz-
vah, which are being held in pri-
vate. Funeral services also are 
being held in person.

“We will re-open for regular 
Shabbat services in July with a 
special summer schedule that 
includes: Torah Reading and 
Yoga, Renewal and Traditional 
prayers, a sermon, and a healing 
service,” Ragozin said. The syn-
agogue’s reopening committee 
will meet in early June to hash 
out the details.

“Shirat Hayam was an early 
adopter of live-streaming, and 
we are committed to high-
quality, multi-access services,” 
Ragozin said. “We are excited to 
welcome people back to Shirat 
Hayam for an in-person experi-
ence.”  

Temple Ner Tamid in 
Peabody has held soft openings 
for Shabbat with measures in 
place such as advanced signups, 
masks, and social distancing, but 
“this week, they will not have to 
sign up anymore,” Rabbi Richard 
Perlman said last week.

“We will no longer ask peo-

ple to fill out the health form,” 
Perlman said. Masks usage will 
be according to CDC’s guidance 
that vaccinated people no longer 
need to wear them while they are 
recommended for those who are 
not vaccinated. 

On July 12, all services at 
the temple will be available on 
Zoom, YouTube and Facebook, 
he said. As for making the quo-
rum of 10 for a minyan, as of 
Aug. 8 the Conservative temple 
will no longer consider virtual 
attendees to count, as has been 
the case while the building was 
closed. Various “arms” at the 
temple, like the Sisterhood and 
Men’s Club, are welcome to meet 
at the shul in person. 

“It looks like we are head-
ing back in the right direction,” 
Perlman said.

Congregation Sons of Israel in 
Peabody, which has 211 mem-
bers, “has not made a determina-
tion about reopening the shul,” 
said temple President  Rosalyn 
Abrams in an email. “Our 
Ritual and Return to Shul Life 

Committees have been meeting 
on a regular basis in order to 
make a decision which would 
be in the best interest of our 
Congregants.” Services will con-
tinue on Zoom, she said. 

Congregation Ahavas Achim 
in Newburyport is planning a 
soft opening on Saturday, June 19 
with an indoor Shabbat service, 
according to Congregational 
Leader Alex Matthews and Vice 
President Barry Salloway. Future 
service dates will be announced, 
and the congregation is asking 
members to sign up in advance 
and will remain at limited capac-
ity. The temple will continue its 
services on Zoom, and if the 
pandemic wanes, they expect to 
be at full capacity for the High 
Holidays. “We also recently held 
an outdoor Kabbalat Shabbat 
service, something we hope to 
continue to do once a month as 
long as the weather holds out,” 
Matthews said.

The JCCNS’s director of public 
relations and marketing, Karen 
Robinson, outlined what the 
new normal will look like, with 
fitness floors fully reopen, and 
fitness class offerings back at full 
capacity; a new indoor/outdoor 
summer fitness schedule begins 
June 7. Those who enter the 
building will no longer need to 
do a health questionnaire. 

Masks will no longer be 
required in the building, but the 
center will urge those who have 
not been vaccinated to wear one. 
The JCC’s camps will run at full 
capacity this summer, and the 
outdoor pool has reopened with 
no registration or capacity limits.

Epstein Hillel School in 
Marblehead will continue with 
masks and social distancing for 
the rest of the school year, due 
to the school’s youngest stu-
dents not yet being vaccinated, 
according to an email from 
Deryn Pressman-Mashin, direc-
tor of community engagement 
and communications.

“As guidelines are constantly 
changing, we’ll re-evaluate this 
summer what next school year 
will look like,” she said.

Like other private schools, 
Epstein Hill saw a spike in enroll-
ment due to the pandemic as 
public school families looked 
for alternatives. The K-8 Jewish 
independent day school will 
serve more than 100 students 
in the fall. This academic year, 
the school reopened for full in-
person learning on Sept. 1. 

“With the school’s robust 
health and safety protocols, 
there was zero spread of COVID-
19 cases to date,” said Head of 
School Amy Gold. The school 
opened in the fall with 16 kin-
dergarten students and 26 trans-
fers, with 86 percent of the new 
students planning to continue 
to attend even as public schools 
fully reopen.

The Lappin Foundation of 
Salem, which has been holding 
programs virtually throughout 
the pandemic, also will begin 
in-person offerings, while also 
holding them virtually, Executive 
Director Debbie Coltin said in 
an email. “We are excited about 
meeting people in person!  Our 
programs through June are 
scheduled to be held virtually.”

Temples and Jewish center plan for reopening
from page 1

Photo: Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff
John Hecht lifts weights without 
a mask at the JCC in Marblehead. 



By JNS.org

Yamina Party leader Naftali 
Bennett announced his inten-
tion Sunday night to join Yesh 
Atid Party leader Yair Lapid in 
building a unity “change” gov-
ernment that would include 
parties from across the Israeli 
political spectrum, and send 
reigning Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu into the 
opposition.

“For the past two-and-a-
half years, the State of Israel 
has been in a tailspin,” Bennett 
said during a nationally tele-
vised address. “One election 
after another – for four election 
cycles we’ve watched our coun-
try hurt itself, weaken itself, and 
diminish its ability to function.”

He continued, “two thousand 
years ago, there was a Jewish 
state which fell here because 
of internal quarrels. This will 
not happen again. Not on my 
watch. The political crisis in 
Israel is unprecedented on a 
global level. We could end up 
with fifth, sixth, even 10th elec-
tions, dismantling the walls of 
the country, brick by brick, until 
our house falls on us.”

“This madness must end,” he 
insisted.

Currently, chairman of the 
opposition Yair Lapid holds the 
mandate from Israel’s President 
Reuven Rivlin to form a gov-
erning coalition. Lapid offered 
Bennett the opportunity to serve 
first in a rotating premiership to 
lure him to join the mostly left-
wing coalition. According to the 
proposed agreement, Bennett 
will serve as prime minister first 
until September 2023, before 
turning the reigns to Lapid for 
the second half of the term.

In his address, Bennett invit-

ed all parties across the spec-
trum to join the government. 
The parties that have agreed to 
join the coalition do not make 
up a parliamentary majority. 
The Arab Islamist party, Ra’am, 
has agreed to support the party 
from outside the coalition. Their 
outside support is required for 
the shaky alliance to pass a 
required no-confidence motion.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, who has 
held on to his position for 12 
consecutive years – the last three 
at the head of either transitional 
or unstable governments – may 
now be just days away from the 
end of an era.

In a nationally televised 
response just moments after 
Bennett’s announcement, 
Netanyahu called Bennett’s 
move from his natural right-
wing allies “the fraud of the cen-
tury.” Netanyahu cited Bennett’s 
explicit and repeat promises to 
the Israeli public not to join a 
government with Lapid, even 
with a rotation.

Netanyahu called on right-
wing legislators, including 
Bennett’s party, “not to establish 
a left-wing government,” call-
ing the proposed government a 
“danger to the security of Israel 
and a danger to the future of the 
state.”

Lapid had until Wednesday to 
present Israeli President Reuven 
Rivlin with his government, and 
the coalition will need to pass 
an official motion of confidence 
the following week.

■  CARING FOR OUR PATIENTS IN THE 
SAFEST ENVIRONMENT POSSIBLE:
We have invested in the health and well-being 
of both our staff and patients by installing 
a state-of-the-art air purifying system that will 
cycle and sterilize the air in each room of our 
offi ce from allergens, aerosols, bacteria and 
virus every 90 seconds.

■  COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL CLINIC:
We are able to care for all your oral health needs. Whether it’s as simple 
as a cleaning and exam or designing the smile of your dreams, Dr. Michael 
Faynzilberg and his exceptional staff will custom tailor care to each patient 
with an ethical patient centered approach.

■  MODERN DIGITAL APPROACH:
No more uncomfortable bad tasting impressions. No more waiting weeks for 
your new caps (crowns), veneers and restorations to be fi nished while wearing 
less esthetic and less comfortable temporaries. Using the latest in digital 
technology, Dr. Faynzilberg is able to fabricate beautiful same day ceramic 
restoration in all cases.

 We work with all private ppo insurance companies.

990 Paradise Road #3B  990 Paradise Road #3B  990 Paradise Road #3B  ■■■  Swampscott, MA  Swampscott, MA  Swampscott, MA

781-595-0596  781-595-0596  781-595-0596  ■■■  whitingdentalarts.com  whitingdentalarts.com  whitingdentalarts.com

Dr. Michael Faynzilberg
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HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

HOME HEALTH CARE

We understand how important it is  
to find the best quality care for a loved  
one needing assistance. Caring for our 

clients with personal attention and  
compassion is our highest priority.

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
Home Health Aides •  

Companion Services • 24-Hour Care • 
Respite Care • Special Care  
for Alzheimer’s & Dementia

For a FREE assessment or more information:

978-922-0745 or 800-281-0878

HOME HEALTH CARE

For ALL Your 
Home Care Needs!
Delivering Excellence in 

Home Care for Over 100 Years!

781-598-2454  |  www.allcare.org

VNA
Hospice

Palliative Care
Private Services 

Complimentary Nursing Evaluation

ASSISTED LIVING  
AND MEMORY SUPPORT

Cohen Florence Levine  
Estates
617-887-0826

Florence & Chafetz  
Specialized Care
617-887-0826

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan 
Estates
978-532-4411

SHORT-TERM REHAB 
AND LONG-TERM CARE

Leonard Florence  
Center for Living
617-887-0001

Katzman Family Center  
for Living 
617-884-6766

Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick 
Center for Living
978-471-5100

chelseajewish.org

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Shapiro-Rudolph Adult Day Health Center  |  978-471-5180
Chelsea Jewish Hospice and Palliative Care  |  617-889-0779
Chelsea Jewish Visiting Nurse Agency  |  617-889-8744

SENIOR CARE

HEALTH 
SERVICES

To advertise  

in this Directory,  

call 

978-745-4111

CAREGIVER
Certified Male Home Health Aide 

12 years experience working with 
males. Available on the North Shore.

Known for flexibility, honesty and  
reliability. Reasonable rates.  

References available on request.

Call or text Dan (978) 828-2742

ORTHODONTIST

HOME CARE
The First Choice for  

Loving, Compassionate 
Home Care on the  

North Shore

781.691.5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

Specializing in Companionship, Meal Prep, Transportation, 
Bathing & Hygiene, Mobility & Toileting Assistance

Shore Jewish community who 
helped his family settle here: 
Jerry and Arlene Silverlieb, 
Lynne and Arthur Zolot, 
Morris Rapoport, Rabbi Myer 
Strassfield and his wife Ruth, 
former Jewish Family Services 
of the North Shore director 
Bernice Kazis, and Phyllis and 
Harold Zimman.

Michael Levin has come a 
long way from taking apart TV 
sets, but he’s still thinking about 
how complex structures work.

“We’ll try to address birth 
defects, injury, cancer,” he said. 
“Science in the short term is 
set in the number of years, not 
months. We hope to advance 
medicine in these kinds of 
problems. In the long term, I 
think it will begin to address 
very basic, very big questions 
of life.”

Biomedical
from page 9

Naftali Bennett, Yair Lapid to 
form government; will rotate 
as prime minister 

Photo by Yonatan Sindel/Flash90
Naftali Bennett 

http://www.confidentialcareathome.com
http://www.allcare.org
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Interest-Free Loan Program
In collaboration with the Hebrew Free Loan Programs at  

Jewish Family & Children’s Service and Jewish Family Service  

of Metrowest, the CJP Interest-Free Loan Program is here for  

the times you need help with debt consolidation, COVID-related  

income disruptions, or managing other challenging expenses.

EXAMPLES OF QUALIFYING EXPENSES INCLUDE: 

•  Lifecycle ceremonies
  (i.e. bar and bat mitzvahs, 

weddings, or funerals)

• New baby, fertility,  
and adoption

• COVID-19 recovery

• Car purchase or repairs

• Small debt consolidation

• Healthcare not covered  
by insurance

• Summer camp or  
Israel experiences

• Home repairs

• Small business costs

•  Care of older adults or  
people with disabilities

Loans are available from $1,000–$10,000 to households of moderate income.  
Residency in the Greater Boston community and a complete loan application are required.

During this time, people who are temporarily unable to work and/or are receiving 
unemployment benefits are invited to explore whether the interest-free loan will  
meet their needs.

FOR ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION INFORMATION:

In Greater Boston  
(excluding Metrowest but including  
North Shore and South Area)  
Jewish Family & Children’s Service  
781-693-1255 | cjploan@jfcsboston.org

In the Metrowest Area  
Jewish Family Service of Metrowest  
508-875-3100 ext. 300  
cjploan@jfsmw.org

By Myrna Fearer
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

If you were to have asked me what 
Zoom was a year ago, I would have 
said it was the sound my little 

boys made when they revved up their 
Matchbook cars and Tonka trucks. 

That was last year. Since then, Zoom 
has become my window into the world 
of many things, including the different 
facets of Judaism. I know I’m not alone. 
I’m not pretending to be an expert – in 
fact, just the opposite. Every time some-
thing doesn’t work quite right, before I 
panic I try to contact my grandnephew 
Ross Liftman, the only one who was able 
to cut to the chase and get me a COVID 
vaccine appointment when no one else 
could.

But despite all the glitches and trip-
ping while I carried my computer to 
another room with better lighting, I 
wouldn’t give up Zoom for anything.

Unfortunately, one of my trips caused 
me to fall and drop the computer. Who 
knew what could or would happen to 
it? Forget about me. I only had a few 
bruises. I was more concerned about 
the machine. It seemed fine at first, that 
is until I joined my Saturday morning 
Zoom services at Temple Tiferet Shalom 
and my face turned into a big blur. 

Since my Ross was away, I contacted 
his sister, my greatniece Caroline, a soph-
omore at Boston University’s Questrom 
School of Business. Unfortunately, like 
many other college students, she has 
been on campus only one semester and 
almost three on Zoom. I hoped she could 
fix my problem. After trying all her magic 
tricks, she asked if I had dropped the 
computer. Bingo! She was right. And 
now, as my mother would have said 
about my MacBook Air, “Gornisht helfen” 
(Nothing works).

Since the computer was no longer 
under warranty, I contacted a repairman 
and explained my problem. I asked if he 
could fix the camera. His answer was, 
“How much are you 
prepared to pay?”

I knew I was in trou-
ble.

Initially, before 
Zoom, I didn’t even real-
ize my computer had 
a camera that allowed 
people to see me. But 
there is a plus to all this. 
I could switch the cam-
era so I could see the 
other participants but 
they couldn’t see me. 
So what if my hair is a 
mess and I look like the wrath of God, no 
one can tell.

One thing I discovered, however, even 
with Zoom it’s possible to become over-
whelmed when you find yourself going 
from one program to another.

Several weeks ago, I participated in a 
funeral service that was held at a cem-
etery in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. It was 
a family event and most of us would 

have been unable to fly 
down for the funeral 
because of the pan-
demic. We even had 
a chance to speak to 
the widow to express 
condolences after the 
service. 

I felt privileged to 
tell her that her grand-
son Harrison had given 
a beautiful eulogy 
for his grandfather. I 
kvelled nachas for both 
of us because Harrison 

is my grandnephew.
I never thought I would feel pres-

sured online, but I did that day. After 
that service, I went to a testimonial for 
a wonderful woman who was part of the 
Beverly Hospital-Addison Gilbert team.

My last Zoom event that day was a 
valuable learning experience in Jewish 
education sponsored by the Lappin 
Foundation. It turned out to be a long 
but productive day, more like pre-Zoom 
days, yet I never left the house.

I’ve even traveled to Tel Aviv on Zoom, 
visited Cuba and Ireland, and listened 
to speakers addressing topics I might 
never have thought about. I was privi-
leged to hear the Jewish astronaut Jeffrey 
Hoffman who made five trips into space, 
taking a Torah with him on the last one. 
What pride I felt with that one.

Actually, I don’t know whether it was 
pride or envy when I first learned on 
Zoom the famous Barbie doll was cre-
ated by a Jewish woman, Ruth Handler, 
who founded the Mattel Toy Co. with her 
husband Elliott. The doll, which debuted 
in 1959, was named for their daughter, 
Barbara. According to Handler, “Barbie 
was a symbol of freedom and possibility 
for young girls and women.”

I’ve been brought to tears through two 
meditations led by the learned Ariella 
HaLevi and studied weekly parshas on 
Zoom with temple members. It’s been 
a terrific educational year and there is 
more to come. 

So far I haven’t bit the bullet and fixed 
my camera, or as was suggested, “buy a 
new computer.” Why should I, not when 
I can wear what I want, drink a cup of 
coffee sometimes, sip a glass of wine or 
even nibble on a nosh during the pro-
gram. And no one is the wiser. 

Furthermore, when I read the advice 
from a therapist admonishing us to 
Zoom without a camera, I latched onto 
her words: “You could get depressed 
when you see yourself,” she said.

Now I have a great reason not to fix 
the camera.

Myrna Fearer writes from Danvers.

I see the world on Zoom, but it can’t see me. And that’s just fine.

It’s possible to  
become overwhelmed  
when you find yourself  

going from one  
program to  

another.

mailto:cjploan@jfcsboston.org
mailto:cjploan@jfsmw.org
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SUNDAY, JUNE 6 
“ANDRE’S LIVES,” 9:30 a.m. 
Presented by Temple Sinai Adult 
Education. Vimeo and discussion 
about this new movie, followed by 
a discussion with Brad Lichtenstein, 
the film’s director. Reaching beyond 
conventional portrayals of the 
Holocaust’s legacy, “Andre’s Lives” 
explores the tension between the 
collective obligation to remember and 
the personal need to forget. To register, 
contact Susan at the temple office at 
susan.templesinai@gmail.com

TUESDAY, JUNE 8
THE ABRAHAM ACCORDS: 
ISRAEL’S NEW PLACE IN 
THE ARAB WORLD, 7:30 p.m. 
The community is invited to a virtual 
presentation by Ambassador Ido 
Aharoni, who will talk about The 
Abraham Accords. The historic 
diplomatic agreement between 
Israel and some Arab countries is a 
declaration of peace, cooperation, and 
constructive diplomatic and friendly 
relations. The program is free and 
open to the public. Register at www.
LappinFoundation.org. For more 
information, contact Susan Feinstein 
at 978-740-4431 or email sfeinstein@
lappinfoundation.org.

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING, 6 – 
7:30 p.m. Recurring every Tuesday. 
Free. Please RSVP to ns.israeli.folk.
dance@gmail.com if you plan on 
attending. Class will be on lower field 
basketball courts. In case of inclement 
weather, please e-mail the same 
address.

WEDNESDAY, JUN 9
EPTSEIN HILLEL SCHOOL 
ANNUAL MEETING, 7 – 8:30 
p.m. Join Epstein Hillel School for the 
virtual Annual Meeting, presenting 
Joshua Heerter ’99 with the Adam 
Madorsky Social Justice Award and Dr. 
Paul M. Copeland with the Ernie Haas 
Presidential Award. Free, register at: 
https://epsteinhillel.org/giving/annual-
meeting-2021.

THURSDAY, JUNE 10
HONORING MARGOT 
STERN STROM AND HERB 
SALESNICK, 5:30 p.m. The Jewish 
Heritage Center invites the community 
for a virtual evening celebrating 
Jewish history and community 
while honoring Herb Salesnick of 
Salem with the Volunteer Leadership 
Award. Margot Stern Strom will 
also be presented with the Tzedakah 
Lifetime Achievement Award. She 
is the founder of Facing History and 
Ourselves. Learn more and register at: 
www.jewishheritagecenter.org.

UPHEAVAL: THE JOURNEY OF 
MENACHEM BEGIN, 8 p.m. The 
community is invited for an exclusive 
virtual screening of the new documentary 
film “Upheaval,” and a dynamic panel 
discussion about the incredible life 
and legacy of Menachem Begin. With 
rarely seen archival materials and 
revealing interviews with those who 
knew him, “Upheaval” portrays the life 
and essence of this brilliant man, who 
never gave up on peace. Distinguished 
panelists include: Dr. Noam Weissman, 
Dr. Erica Brown, Yair Rosenberg and 
Andrew Lappin. For information, visit 
www.LappinFoundation.org or email 
sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org. You 
can also visit www.jccns.org for more 
information and to register.

FRIDAY, JUNE 11
“TINY BEAUTIFUL THINGS,” 
7:30 p.m. Live, in-person performance 
by the Gloucester Stage Company. The 
critically acclaimed play based on the 
memoir by New York Times Best Selling 

Author Cheryl Strayed, “Tiny Beautiful 
Things,” is a celebration of the simple 
beauty of being human, and explores 
Cheryl Strayed’s journey as the unpaid, 
anonymous advice columnist Dear 
Sugar. The show run sthrough June 27. 
For more information and tickets, go to: 
www.gloucesterstage.com. Windhover 
Performing Arts Center, 257R Granite 
St., Rockport.

FRIDAY, JUNE 11
SHABBAT SHALOM CIRCLE, 
5:30 p.m. Children ages 8 and younger, 
and  babies, parents, grandparents 
and friends, are invited to welcome 
in Shabbat with Shabbat stories, 
songs and community. Free. For more 
information or to register for the Zoom 
link, contact Sue Callum at suec@
nsjcc.org or call 978- 471-5520.

MONDAY, JUNE 14
JCCNS WOMEN’S BOOK 
CLUB, 1 p.m. The book, “This Tender 
Land,” by William Kent Kreuger will 
be discussed.  RSVP to Sara Ewing at 
sewing@jccns.com for Zoom link.

BRINGING STORIES TO 
LIFE, 7:30 p.m. Learn the art of 
reading children’s stories, virtually 
and in person. Nancy Ganz, author 
of “Nancy’s Feel Good Fables,” will 
lead this interactive workshop on 
Zoom. Free. No special skills required. 
Register at www.LappinFoundation.org. 
For more information, contact Sharon 
Wyner at 978-740-4428 or email 
swyner@lappinfoundation.org.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16
SONGS AND STORIES: 
THAT’S ITALIAN, 4 p.m. Swing 
and sway with jazz singer and 
storyteller Gilda Solve as she revisits 
some favorite Italian and Italian 
American songs made famous by the 
likes of Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and 
others, from “That’s Amore” to other 
melodies such as “Vieni Sul Mar” 
beloved here, there and everywhere. 
For more information and tickets, 
$12.50 to $15, go to: www.jccns.org.

EPSTEIN HILLEL SCHOOL 
EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATION, 
5:30 – 7:00 p.m. Join the community 
for a virtual celebration of the eighth 
grade graduating class of 2021. For a 
Zoom link, go to: https://epsteinhillel.
org/giving/graduation-2021.

THURSDAY, JUNE 17
JCCNS AUTHOR EVENT WITH 
GEORGE SCHWARTZ, 7 p.m. A 
presentation and Q&A with George 
Schwartz, associate curator at the 
Peabody Essex Museum, who will 
discuss his book –- the first in-depth 
exploration of the precursor to the 
internationally acclaimed Peabody 
Essex Museum. Free, but you must 
register in advance. Visit www.jccns.
org for more information.

SUNDAY, JUNE 20
FITNESS FUNDRAISER IN 
MEMORY OF LOIS SELIGMAN, 
9:30 a.m. Community is invited for a 
special morning celebrating the life of 
Lois Seligman. All proceeds collected at 
the event will go directly to the JCCNS. 
There will be a silent auction. Visit 
www.jccns.org for more information.

THURSDAY, JUNE 24
JCCNS COMMUNITY 
CONVERSATION SERIES WITH 
JONATHAN TOBIN, 7 p.m. 
Jonathan Tobin, editor-in-chief of the 
Jewish News Syndicate, contributing 
writer for National Review and a 
columnist for the New York Post, Haaretz 
and other publications.Israel. Visit www.
jccns.org for more information and to 
register.
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O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS

NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

Two convenient locations servicing families throughout Greater Boston,  
North Shore, South Shore, Sharon Memorial Park and MetroWest.

Slotnick Monuments
232 Fuller Street, Everett, MA 02149
617-387-3980
Production facility / Sales office / Outdoor display 
Full service drafting and sandblasting shop

Slotnick’s MetroWest Monuments
5 Edgell Road, Suite 1
Framingham Centre, MA 01701
508-872-1400
Corporate office / Sales office / Indoor display

SC
Memorial Group

Est. 1910

Drive carefully…
               We can wait.

www.scsmg.net

Family-owned and operated since 1933
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Pauline (Novick) Flaxer 
entered eternal rest on May 26, 
2021 after a long and accom-
plished life.  

She was born on March 30, 
1925 in Salem, the daughter of 
Benjamin and Sarah Novick, 
and sister of Harold, Louis and 
Irving Novick. Pauline was hap-
pily married to David Joseph 
Flaxer on April 4, 1948, until 
his passing in 1988. She was a 
graduate of Salem State College, 
and obtained her Juris Doctor 
degree from New England 
School of Law in 1966 as class 
valedictorian. She carried on 
an active law practice with her 
husband.

In addition to being a devot-
ed and loving wife, mother, 
grandmother and great-grand-
mother, Pauline was a life-long 
learner, who enjoyed and appre-

ciated literature, history, travel 
and music. She was a woman 
of faith, passing down strong 

Jewish traditions to her family. 
She is survived by her three 

children William and his wife 
Amy of Peabody, Joan (Nagler) 
and her husband Mel of 
Newburyport, and Jonathan 
and his wife Linda of Scarsdale, 
New York, as well as seven 
grandchildren, ten great-grand-
children, and her extended lov-
ing family.

Due to regulations imposed 
by the coronavirus pandemic, a 
private graveside service will be 
held at Sons of Jacob Cemetery 
in Danvers.

Donations in Pauline’s mem-
ory may be made to Chabad 
of the North Shore or to the 
American Diabetes Association. 
Arrangements were handled by 
Stanetsky-Hymanson memorial 
Chapel, Salem. Visit www.sta-
netskyhymansonsalem.com. 

Pauline (Novick) Flaxer, 96, of Salem

Lynne Sandler, of Cambridge, 
left this earth at age 55 on April 
30, 2021 after a long battle with 
breast cancer. 

Born on November 19, 1965 
and raised in Swampscott, 
Lynne leaves her adoring hus-
band Charlie Katz and her step-
son Gideon Katz, her loving 
mother Claire Sandler of Revere 
and Swampscott, and her 
brother and sister-in-law Mark 
and Lisa Sandler of Lynn, as 
well as dozens of aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and friends who will 
miss her dearly. Lynne was pre-
deceased by her loving father 
Larry Sandler. 

Lynne lived an unconven-
tional life fueled by a thirst for 
new experiences, a strong sense 
of justice, and a drive to help 
others live happier lives. While 
working in the music industry, 
she earned a law degree from 
Suffolk University, passing the 
bar in both Massachusetts 
and New York, with the aim of 
advocating for artists. Unhappy 
with the combativeness of the 
legal system, Lynne trained as 
a mediator and volunteered 
to help tenants and landlords 
reach mutually beneficial agree-
ments without litigation. After a 
stint as a project manager in 
integrative medicine where she 
hoped to help humanize the 
medical system, Lynne turned 
to bringing people together by 
creating an online dating site 
which matched people based 
on their passion for music. 

Later, seeking something 
new, Lynne moved to Thailand 
to work as a project manager 
building web sites. After her 
return to the U.S., she focused 
her professional efforts on indi-
vidual coaching, hoping to pro-
mote workplace civility and to 
help others to conduct the diffi-
cult conversations they needed 
to improve their lives both per-
sonally and professionally.

Lynne was a strong woman 
and a passionate fighter for 
what she believed in, but she 
was just as well admired for 
her emotional intelligence, her 
gentle quiet way, her ability to 
listen, her focus on others, and 
her beautiful smile. Passionate 
about music, and a dedicated 
yoga practitioner, Lynne loved 
to connect with others in those 
ways.

Memories of Lynne include 

many grateful stories of the gen-
tle and compassionate help she 
gave willingly to friends, fam-
ily, and colleagues alike to work 
through difficult situations in 
their lives. Her unwavering sup-
port and acceptance of oth-
ers, her desire for fairness, and 
her ability to create love in the 
world were truly a gift to those 
who knew her. 

Lynne was deeply private 
and disliked being the center 
of attention, but she would 
be pleased to be remembered 
through positive actions: treat-
ing others with compassion and 
understanding, standing up for 
fairness, and simply spread-
ing love in the world. A strik-
ingly beautiful person, inside 
and out, Lynne and her lovely 
warm smile will be profoundly 
missed, and we will honor her 
memory by working to make 
the world a gentler, kinder, and 
more loving place.

Due to pandemic regula-
tions, Lynne was laid to rest in 
a private graveside service on 
May 3 at Maple Hill Cemetery 
in Peabody. Expressions of sym-
pathy may be made in Lynne’s 
memory to the Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute at www.dana-
farber.org.

Arrangements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. For 
more information or to register 
in the online guestbook, visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsa-
lem.com. 

Lynne Sandler, 55, of Cambridge, formerly of Swampscott

Harold Mindel, a native born 
Chelsea-boy, dedicated leader 
in the North Shore Jewish com-
munity, loving brother, devoted 
father, grandfather and friend to 
all who have known him passed 
away on May 30 at his home in 
Lynn at the age of 91.

Better known to his child-
hood friends as “Lefty,” Mr. 
Mindel graduated from the 
Williams School in 1944 and 
Chelsea High in 1947 where 
he was a pitcher for the varsity 
baseball team his junior and 
senior years. He then went on to 
earn a law degree from Suffolk 
University in 1953 as well as 
his Masters of Education from 
Boston University in 1958. He 
served as a corporal in the 
National Guard as part of the 
72nd Artillery Battalion before 
being awarded an honorable 
discharge in 1952.

Mr. Mindel’s dedication to 

his community and caring for 
others is a testament to the leg-
acy that he leaves behind. All of 
those that knew him would all 
agree he was a true “mensch,” 
someone who always cared for 
others above himself.

Off the record, Harold was 
also known to be a pretty good 
dancer and loved any type of 
music with a Latin beat.

Mr. Mindel is survived by 
his children David and Holly 

Mindel of Brooklyn, New York, 
Andrew Mindel and Debbee 
Carter of Salisbury, and Hal and 
Susan Mindel of Boca Raton, 
Florida; his daughter-in-law 
Marla Mindel of Marblehead, 
and five grandchildren, 
Samantha Barhai, Noah Mindel, 
Laura Mindel, Robert Mindel 
and Esme Mindel, as well as 
two great-grandchildren. He 
is also survived by his loving 
sister Shirley Bluestein and 
her husband Samuel of St. 
Louis, Missouri, and their chil-
dren Diane, Alan, Randee and 
Michelle.

A graveside service was held 
on June 1 in the Chevra Mishna 
Cemetery on Fuller Street in 
Everett.

Arrangements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. Visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsa-
lem.com. 

Harold Mindel, 91, of Lynn, formerly of Chelsea
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Israel’s government 
announced on Tuesday that it 
was lifting most public restric-
tions connected to the corona-
virus pandemic.

“This decision was made 
against the background of the 
low morbidity data and the con-
tinuing downward trend in all 
indices that has continued over 
the past few weeks,” said Israel’s 
Ministry of Health.

Israel is a world leader in 
terms of the percentage of its 
population fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19 (56.7 per-
cent). As of Monday, the num-
ber of newly confirmed patients 
stood at just 15.

Israel is specifically canceling 
restrictions related to its “Green 
Pass” and “Purple Badge” pro-
grams. The first applied to indi-
viduals and the second to busi-
nesses.

As of Tuesday, individuals will 
no longer have to show a Green 
Pass when entering public spac-
es. The pass provided proof they 
had either been vaccinated or 
had recovered from the coro-
navirus.

Likewise, businesses will no 
longer have to meet the “Purple 
Badge” requirements, which 
involve a host of restrictions, 
from practicing strict hygiene to 
maintaining distance between 
workers to measuring the body 
temperature of employees at 
workplace entrances.

“All venues can operate as a 
matter of routine, without limit-
ing the size of crowds, serving 
food and other special condi-
tions set for the venue to oper-

ate,” said the Health Ministry.
However, the ministry 

warned that the lifting of restric-
tions did not mean the pan-
demic was over, and that certain 
restrictions needed to stay in 
place to reduce the possibility of 
a fresh outbreak.

These include wearing 
a mask in enclosed spaces, 
self-isolation for anyone who 
comes in contact with a veri-
fied COVID-19 carrier and isola-
tion for returnees from high-risk 
countries, said the ministry.

– JNS.org
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Sen. Lindsey Graham 
(R-S.C.) said on Tuesday that 
Israel would be requesting $1 
billion in U.S. aid this week, in 
the aftermath of last month’s 
fighting with terrorist groups in 
the Gaza Strip.

In an interview with Fox 
& Friends during a visit to 
southern Israel, Graham said, 
“There’s going to be a request 
made, tomorrow, I think, or 
Thursday by the Israelis to the 
Pentagon for a billion dollars in 
aid to replenish the Iron Dome 
batteries that were used to pro-
tect Israel.”

The senator, who met with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on 
Monday, said the aid money would be “a good 
investment for the American people.”

“As Hamas tries to destroy 
Israel, as Iran threatens the exis-
tence of the Jewish state, I’m 
going to keep coming back here 
and saying more for Israel. Every 
time somebody tries to destroy 
Israel, our response is going to 
be more aid, and it starts with 
replenishing the Iron Dome,” he 
said.

Graham toured Ashkelon on 
Monday and Tuesday together 
with Sens. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) 
and Bill Hagerty (R-Tenn.) 
to view some of the damage 
caused by Hamas during last 
month’s conflict. They visited 
the remains of a home struck 

by a rocket on May 11 which seriously injured an 
elderly woman, 81, and killed her caretaker, 32. 

– JNS.org

JEWISH WORLD NEWS BRIEFS

The Knesset elected Jewish 
Agency for Israel Chairman 
Isaac Herzog as Israel’s 11th 
president this week. The vote 
was conducted in a special 
session during which Knesset 
members cast secret ballots for 
either Herzog or Israel Prize 
laureate Miriam Peretz.

Ahead of the vote, Knesset 
Speaker Yariv Levin reviewed 
the secret-ballot procedure, 
while Herzog and Peretz 
watched the proceedings from 
a special area of the plenum.

The president-elect is not 
sworn in on the day of the vot-
ing. Incumbent President Reuven Rivlin will remain in office until 
July 9. His successor will be sworn in closer to that date.

– JNS.org

Isaac Herzog

Isaac Herzog elected  
Israel’s 11th president

Israel announces lifting of  
nearly all pandemic restrictions

Photo: Miriam Alster/Flash90 
Israel is a world leader in terms of 
the percentage of its population 
fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

The FBI is assisting the 
New York Police Department 
in combating the rise in anti-
semitic hate crimes against 
Jews following the recent 
Israel-Palestinian conflict, 
according to The Wall Street 
Journal. 

The FBI said it held dis-
cussions and meetings with 
Jewish groups and community leaders in May, 
and as a result, amped up a public-relations 
campaign that encourages reporting of antise-
mitic attacks to authorities in New York, including 
new posters that have instructions for reporting 
crimes in Yiddish and Hebrew. It also worked in 

partnership with the NYPD in 
at least two hate-crime inves-
tigations in May, according to 
law-enforcement officials.

The NYPD counted 26 
antisemitic hate crimes from 
May 2 to May 23, two days 
before Israel and Hamas in 
the Gaza Strip agreed to a 
ceasefire. The NYPD has also 

stationed additional police officers in Jewish 
neighborhoods and is working with community 
leaders about focusing more security at schools 
and places of worship, and during events, accord-
ing to officials.

– JNS.org

Sen. Graham: Israel to request $1 billion  
in aid following Gaza conflict

FBI investigates antisemitic incidents in New York 

Photo: Flash90 
U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham
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Hewlett-Packard for providing 
computers to Israel and tech-
nology to U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement in relation 
to the city’s anti-discrimination 
policies “over their role in abet-
ting apartheid in the Middle 
East.” 

The tech company has long 
been a target of the BDS move-
ment. 

However, a city councilor 
and others pointed out during 
debate that Cambridge does not 
have direct contracts with the 
company, though Mayor Sumbul 
Siddiqui noted the city holds a 
contract with a larger distribu-
tor that may purchase products 
from H-P.

A substitute statute, which 
passed by a 9-0 vote, made no 
mention of Hewlett-Packard, 
and while it was critical of the 
“Netanyahu government,” 
Burton said it viewed the city’s 

purchasing through a neutral 
human rights lens.

The statute affirms “Israel’s 
right to exist and defend its citi-
zens from attacks, such as those 
launched by Hamas.” It also 
recognized “that the Netanyahu 
government has directed uncon-
scionable, destructive attacks 
against the Palestinian people, 
and our community should not 
be willing to play even a minor 
role in allowing these actions to 
continue.”

The revision that passed 
requested the city manager to 
work with the purchasing depart-
ment to identify vendors “whose 
products are used to perpetu-
ate violations of International 
Human Rights Laws and 
Cambridge’s policy on discrimi-
nation.”

Jewish leaders like Burton 
were incensed that public com-
ment on the initial policy was 

first taken up on May 17 during 
Shavuot, when many Jews were 
unable to attend. 

Burton said he was angry that 
a city councilor rejected religious 
accommodation for Jews who 
could not participate because of 
the holiday.

“That to me was a moment of 
the emotion of just anger that a 
city councilor would say because 
of the actions of a foreign gov-
ernment, the city of Cambridge 
could and should ignore the reli-
gious accommodation of its own 
residents,” Burton said of City 
Councilor Quinton Zondervan. 
Burton said the Anti-Defamation 
League and his organization sent 
a letter asking for Zondervan to 
apologize. 

Zondervan, Councilor Jivan 
Sobrinho-Wheeler, and Dennis 
Carlone cosponsored the original 
legislation. 

During a later meeting on May 

25, Zondervan said he was dis-
appointed about the last-minute 
change, and said the council had 
heard from Jews and Palestinians 
in support of the original pro-
posal.

“And we heard about fami-
lies being split in half by Israeli 
apartheid,” Zondervan said, out-
lining a number of human rights 
abuses against Palestinians that 
were brought up in public com-
ment. “And we heard from a 
Jewish person who reminded us 
that anti-Zionism is not the same 
as antisemitism.  

“We heard from another 
Jewish person who expressed 
concern that calling BDS ‘antise-
mitic’ is a dangerous conflation 
between the action of the Israeli 
state and all people,” Zondervan 
said.  

That was not the view of city 
councilor and former mayor 
Marc McGovern, who was trou-
bled about the original propos-
al’s lack of transparency.

“Nowhere in this [legislation] 
does it mention endorsing BDS,” 
McGovern said during the meet-
ing. “But we all know that’s what 
it’s really all about. So, we are 
being asked to vote on one thing, 
evaluating our contracts, when 
our vote will really mean some-
thing completely different.”

He said the intent of the origi-
nal proposal is “all about making 
Cambridge one of the few cities in 
the country to support BDS.” He 
said the BDS movement is a com-
plex one, with some Cambridge 
residents supporting the use of 
boycotts to make change, “but 
the BDS leadership does call for 
the eradication of Israel.”

McGovern also was con-
cerned how debate divided the 
community.

Sobrinho-Wheeler said on 
May 25 he did not think he could 
vote for the substitute wording 
“because it tries to make the 
‘both sides’ issue and it doesn’t 
make clear the power imbalanc-
es situation.”

Carlone said on May 25 his 
support of the original proposal 
came from his feeling “some-
thing has to change” after a trip 
to Israel made him aware of what 
he called unjust treatment of 
Palestinians.

The substitute wording was 
applauded by Jewish groups, but 

it was also seen as a partial vic-
tory by BDS supporters. 

“[It] had one clear purpose,” 
Rob Leikind, the regional direc-
tor of the American Jewish 
Committee New England, said 
in a statement, “to leverage 
the Cambridge City Council to 
advance the narrow political 
interests of advocacy groups 
whose sole purpose is the 
demonization, isolation and 
eventual destruction of the State 
of Israel. The AJC said approval 
of the substitute language “was 
a constructive step that we hope 
will cool extreme rhetoric and 
contribute to a more construc-
tive and productive climate 
where difficult issues can be dis-
cussed.”

In a joint statement, 
Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
President and CEO Rabbi Marc 
Baker and Burton of the Jewish 
Community Relations Council 
said: 

“Our community was mobi-
lized and energized to push back 
against a one-sided narrative 
presented a week earlier, when 
the motion was first debated 
during the Shavuot holiday.”  

In a statement, BDS Boston 
said the adopted proposal “is a 
clear step in the direction of end-
ing purchasing from” H-P and 
other companies according to 
the BDS movement. “While spe-
cific mention of Hewlett-Packard 
Incorporated (HP Inc) and HP 
Enterprise (HPE) was removed, 
these companies clearly violate 
international human rights law 
due to their role in maintaining 
Israeli apartheid. The approved 
policy order is not the strong 
statement of solidarity with 
Palestinians that was initially 
proposed.”

In her remarks on May 25, 
Cambridge City Councilor 
Patricia Nolan called the original 
proposal “a proxy for BDS” for 
singling out Israel.

“I heard the conviction that 
we must do something for jus-
tice for Palestinians,” Nolan said, 
“And I heard the fear of Jews with 
experience of antisemitism here 
in our city. I reject the notion that 
the only path to seeking justice 
for Palestinians is BDS – there 
are other coalitions working for 
justice and peace that are not as 
divisive.” 

AT YOUR SERVICE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

978-741-0424   www.A-AServices.com

Buy Local & Become Part Of The Family

WE HONOR ALL APPOINTMENTS • Chris & Barb Zorzy, Owners

Financing 
Available

★ Nationwide★ Nationwide

Text us: 617shipcar  617 (7447227)

BAY STATE 
WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Now carrying 

Ready Made Curtains 
Selected items 25% OFF

Custom Draperies,

Blinds, Shades & More!

Free Estimates & Installation

86 Tremont Street, Peabody

www.baystatewindowfashions.com 1.800.CRANNEY • cranneyhomeservices.com

CRANNEY  HOME SERVICES
ElectricalHeatingPlumbing Cooling Drain Cleaning

Visit us today for all of your 
auto body repair needs. 

All insurance companies accepted! 
MARBLEHEAD
218 Beacon St.

781.631.2218 

marbleheadcollision.com 

SWAMPSCOTT 
 201 Essex St.

781.595.5300

swampscottcollision.com

Now providing free mobile estimates

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
Small carpentry services • Quality work 
Licensed • Fully insured • Free estimate

10% OFF YOUR JOB
(mention this ad)

617-257-6155 • gagospainting.com  
gagospainting@hotmail.com

Call A1 Pest

Tick Season is HERE.

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com

Get pest free.

20 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JUNE 3, 2021 COMMUNITY NEWS

Cambridge City Council rejects directive that would align with BDS movement
from page 1

http://www.A-AServices.com
http://www.baystatewindowfashions.com
http://www.raffaeleconstruction.com
http://www.precisionremodelingmhd.com
mailto:gagospainting@hotmail.com
http://www.a1exterminators.com


COMMUNITY NEWS  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JUNE 3, 2021 21

JUNE 4, 2009
Obama Speaks 

in Cairo
President Barack 

Obama calls for “a 
new beginning” in 
relations between the 
United States and the 
Muslim world dur-
ing an address before 
3,000 people at Cairo 
University. The policy 
speech makes clear 
that Obama is pivoting 
away from the Bush 
administration’s effort 
to spread democra-
cy across the Middle 
East. Obama reaffirms 
the U.S. commitment 
to Israel and recog-
nizes the desire for 
statehood among the 
Palestinians, whose 
situation he calls 
“intolerable.” 

JUNE 5, 1952
Hadassah Medical Center  

Breaks Ground
Hadassah breaks ground on the Hadassah Hebrew 

University Medical Center at Ein Kerem as a replace-
ment for its medical campus on Mount Scopus, 
which is beyond Israel’s area of control in Jerusalem 
and hasn’t been used since 78 medical personnel 
were massacred a month before Israel declared inde-
pendence. The Ein Kerem complex opens in 1961 and 
retains its primary status even after Mount Scopus 
reopens in 1975.

Today in Israeli History

White House photo
President Barack Obama 
speaks to the Muslim world 
from Cairo University during 
his first Middle East visit in 
office June 4, 2009.

JUNE 9, 1959 
General and Politician  
Benny Gantz Is Born

Benny Gantz, who rises to be the chief of staff of the 
Israel Defense Forces and a candidate for prime minis-
ter, is born on a moshav, Kfar Ahim. He serves as a para-
trooper, commands air force commandos and para-
troopers, and leads the 1991 airlift of Ethiopian Jews in 
Operation Solomon. As the IDF chief of staff from 2011 
to 2015, he oversees two campaigns against Gaza. He 
launches the Israel Resilience Party in late 2018.

JUNE 6, 1956 
Merger Forms Tel Aviv University

The Tel Aviv School of Law and Economics merges 
with the Municipal Institute of Natural Sciences and 
Humanities to form Tel Aviv University, which soon 
adds the Academic Institute of Jewish Studies. The uni-
versity gains independence from the municipality in 
1963, the year it launches medical courses and hires its 
first president, George Wise. From fewer than 200 stu-
dents, Tel Aviv University has grown into Israel’s largest 
institution of higher learning.

JUNE 7, 1981 
Iraq’s Nuclear Reactor Is Destroyed
Eight Israeli F-16s fly a 2,000-mile round trip to 

bomb Iraq’s Osirak plutonium nuclear reactor 10 miles 
from Baghdad. Operation Opera destroys the nearly 
completed, French-built reactor, which Israel fears is 
meant to develop weapons. Ten Iraqi soldiers and a 
French civilian are killed. The mission establishes the 
Begin Doctrine: Israel will do what is necessary to pre-
vent a hostile Middle Eastern regime from obtaining 
nuclear arms.

JUNE 8, 1963
Educator and 

Politician Chaim 
Boger Dies

Chaim Boger, a found-
er of the first Hebrew high 
school in pre-state Palestine 
and a member of the second 
Knesset, dies at age 86. Boger 
attended the sixth through 
20th Zionist Congresses 
and actively opposed a pro-
posal to settle Jews in East 
Africa. He helped bring the 
fledgling Herzliya Hebrew 
Gymnasium, launched in 
Jaffa in 1905, to Tel Aviv in 
mid-1909. Boger taught at the school from 1919 to 1951, 
including time as its principal.

Photo by Teddy Brauner, Israeli 
National Photo Collection

Chaim Boger, shown 
during his Knesset ser-
vice in 1951, was an 
educator and was active 
in pre-state Zionism.

JUNE 10, 1964 
 National Water Carrier Begins Pumping

Israel’s National Water Carrier begins pumping 
water out of the Kinneret (Sea of Galilee) for drinking 
and agriculture in the center and south of the state. 
The 81-mile-long system of pipes, canals, tunnels, res-
ervoirs and pumping stations can carry up to 19 million 
gallons per hour (1.7 million cubic meters per day). 
Integrated with most of the water systems in Israel, 
the National Water Carrier crosses all types of terrain 
through a variety of elevations.

Photo by Avi Ohayon, Israeli Government Press Office
Joined by Defense Minister Ehud Barak, Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu congratulates newly promoted Lt. 
Gen. Benny Gantz on becoming the IDF chief of staff 
Feb. 14, 2011.

Items are provided by the Center for Israel Education 
(www.israeled.org), where you can find more details. 

http://www.israeled.org


Russian Chronicle continues to feature local Russian-
speaking high school graduates. Each is recognized for 
their academic achievements, involvement in Jewish 
community organizations, school clubs and athletic 
teams. These graduates will continue on to colleges and 
universities to pursue degrees in business, electrical 
engineering, computer science, nursing and animal sci-
ences.

Русская Хроника ~ Russian Chronicle 
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73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

СОТНИ ОБРАЗЦОВ 
МЕМОРИАЛЬНЫХ ПАМЯТНИКОВ

мы осуществаляем дизайн и непосредственное 
изготовление памятников 

в нашей мастерской без суб-подрядчиков

Обслуживаем Еврейскую Общину Северного Берега с 1890 года

Лия Пашкова
Лия с отличием закончила Swampscott High School; член престижного сообщества 

студентов-отличников, National Honor Society; дважды была награждена бронзовой 
медалью по результатам Национального Экзамена по Французскому языку; за отличные 
показатели в едином экзамене штата Массачусетс (MCAS) была удостоена стипендии 
John and Abigail Adams scholarship. В старших классах была вовлечена во все сферы 
общественной жизни школы, была членом школьного консультативного совета (Advisory 
Council); работала ассистентом учителя в классе по Истории Французского Кино; 
занималась в Клубе Литературного Мастерства (Creative Writing); была членом Бизнес-
Клуба DECA, выступая на региональных и межштатных соревнованиях. 

Лия представляла интересы общины и принимала участие в общегородских собраниях, 
посвященных вопросам, связанных со строительством новой Hadley School (Hadley School 
Construction Council); была волонтером в Frost Elementary School и Swampscott Public 
Library, работала вожатой в летнем лагере при Jewish Community Center и Clark School.

Лия Пашкова продолжит образование в honors program Salem State University и будет 
изучать педагогику и образование.

Мэттью Гриффин 
Мэттью с успехом 

закончил Swampscott High 
School. Заядлый спортсмен, 
Мэттью принимал активное 
участие в спортивной 
жизни школы: выступал за 
сборную школьную команду 
по хоккею; за спортивные 
достижения и мастерство был 
награжден Francis Cassidy 
Award for Student-Athlete/
Sportsmanship (Big Blue 
Hockey); играл в составе 
школьной команды по 
теннису и был выбран капитаном команды.

Мэттью был участником поездки в Израиль по 
программе Y2I и принимал участие в семинарах Israel 
Advocacy Fellowship.

Свою любовь к хоккею он передавал подрастающему 
поколению, как волонтер работал с детьми в Lynn Youth 
Hockey, обучая их базовым основам этой игры. Мэттью 
также был волонтером в My Brother’s Table, помогая 
готовить и раздавать обеды малоимущим жителям Линна. 
В летние месяцы работал инструктором по теннису в 
городском лагере.

Мэттью Гриффин продолжит образование в University 
of Maine, где будет изучать бизнес и маркетинг.

Матью Малдонадо 
Матью с успехом закончил Swampscott High School. С первого класса Матью был 

вовлечен в работу организации Boy Scouts, Бойскаут, популярного в США юношеского 
движения, в цели которого входит физическое и умственное развитие молодых людей 
с тем, чтобы молодежь могла занять конструктивное место в обществе. Каждую 
неделю на протяжении многих лет Матью участвовал в собраниях и волонтерских 
мероприятиях, огранизованных городской секцией – Swampscott Boy Scout troop 55. Мэтью 
продемонстрировал преданность этому движению и заслужил много почетных нашивок - 
badges, занимал лидирующие должности в этой организации; в старших классах Мэтью 
стал командиром отряда скаутов,  проводил летние месяцы в Бойскаут молодежных 
лагерях. За активную работу, волонтерство и лидерские качества, а также наставничество 
над младшими членами организации Матью удостоен одним из высших рангов – Life 
Scout Rank. 

В старших классах Матью принимал участие в работе команды по робототехнике 
Robotic Team, где был главным механиком; был капитаном школьной команды по строительству мостов, Bridge Building 
Team. Матью активно занимался спортом, играл за сборную школьную команду по футболу, лакросу и легкой атлетике. 

Матью работает в Chipotle Mexian Grill в Свампскотте.
Матью Малдонадо продолжит образование в UMass Lowell, где будет изучать electrical engineering.

Алекс Ианетта 
Алекс с успехом 

закончил Swampscott 
High School. Алекс брал 
специализинованные учеб-
ные курсы и предметы 
в STEM программе, по 
окончании которой был 
награжден престижным 
STEM Certificate. В старших 
классах Алекс принимал 
участие в общественной и 
спортивной жизни школы, 
был помощником учителя по 
биологии и здоровому образу 
жизни (Adolescence Health).

Алекс с большим увлечением занимался 
робототехникой, был со-капитаном школьной команды 
по робототехнике и выступал на международных 
соревнованиях среди школ FIRST Robotics Competition, 
занимая призовые места. За годы учебы в старших 
классах Алекс брал курсы и участвовал в семинарах по 
водной фильтрации и термодинамики в MIT и Northeastern 
University; участвовал в разработках и конструировании 
дистанционно-управляемой машины; 3-D принтера; 
touch screen калькулятора и других проектов; проходил 
стажировку по программе Civil and Environmental 
Engineering в Northeastern University и принимал участие 
в летнем инженерном семинаре при UMass Amherst.

Алекс активно занимался плаванием, выступал за 
сборную школьную команду по плаванию, занимая 
призовые места; за спортивные достижения был 
награжден особым призом MVP Coaches Award; в 
качестве волонтера помогал проводить соревнования 
по триатлону при MIT. Алекс работает механиком в 
Marblehead Cycles.

Алекс Ианетта продолжит образование в Rochester 
Institue of Technology (NY), где будет изучать electrical 
engineering и business.

Джулия Брокман
Джулия с отличием 

заканчила Essex North Shore 
Agricultural and Technical 
High School (Essex Tech), 
куда она перешла после 9 
класса Marblehead High 
School для того, чтобы 
изучать ветеринарные 
науки, поскольку с детства 
мечтала стать ветеринаром. 
За отличную успеваемость 
в этой программе и после 
успешной сдачи экзамена 
она получила сертификат 
Ветеринарного Помощника (Certified Veterinary 
Assistant). Она также прошла обучение OSHA и получила 
сертификат по оказанию первой помощи домашним 
животным. Джулия работала в Worldly Pets и в клинике 
North Shore Animal Hospital в Линне последние два года, 
где и продолжит работу этим летом. Джулия также была 
волонтером (окушеркой для ягнят) на ферме Signal Rock 
Farm в Чарльтоне МА.

Джулия увлекается музыкой и актерским мастерством. 
Во время учeбы в Марблхеде Джулия пела в хоре и 
участвовала в театральных постановках: “The Sound of 
Music” и “Sleepy Hollow”.  В Essex Tech она сыграла 
главную роль в спектакле “You Can’t Take it With You”. 
Во время COVID она приняла участие в написании 
оригинального сценария под названием “A-PAWcalypse”, 
предназначенного для веб-трансляции, и сыграла в 
нeм главную роль. Джулия занималась фортепиано в 
Marblehead Piano Studio у Елены Драбкиной.

Джулия была участником поездки в Израиль по 
программе Y2I,  а также с Jew Crew в составе студенческого 
строительного отряда помогала жителям Хьюстона, 
пострадавшим от урагана Харви.

Джулия Брокман продолжит обучение в University of 
New Hampshire где будет изучать Animal Sciences.

Мэри Винер
Мэри с отличием 

закончила Swampscott High 
School; член престижного 
сообщества студентов-
отличников, National Honor 
Society; как член DECA 
National Honor Society 
(Бизнес и Энтрепренерство) 
была награждена DECA 
Regionals Hosptitality 
and Tourism Award. За 
отличную успеваемость в 
изучении испанского языка 
награждена почетной грамотой Национального Экзамена 
по Испанскому языку; неоднократно принимала участие 
и была была награждена почетными грамотами конкурса 
юных поэтов, Lee Golomb Cadiff Teen Poetry Contest.  
Мэри принимала активное участие в общественной и 
спортивной жизни школы: занимала лидирующие роли 
в отделении ADL; участвовала в работе Экологического 
Клуба (Environmental Club); вела волонтерскую работу 
в Interact Club; Математичесого Клуба; была участником 
поездки в Израиль по программе Y2I, работала в 
программе Israel Advocacy Fellowship. Мэри выступала 
за сборные школьные команды по теннису (отмечена 
особой грамотой за любовь к этому виду спорта) и 
плаванию, а также занималась Крав-мага (Израильская 
система рукопашного боя). 

Мэри занималась фортепиано более 7 лет и выступала 
в Lincoln Center в Нью-Йорке. Мэри была волонтером 
в North Shore Medical Center, где она общалась с 
пациентами и посетителями Центра; работала вожатой в 
летнем лагере при JCCNS и инструктором по плаванию.

Мэри Винер продолжит образование в University of 
Tampa (Florida), где будет изучать медицину на Nursing 
Program.

Даниель Фарфель
Даниель с отличием заканчил  Marblehead High School, член престижного 

сообщества студентов-отличников Math National Honor Society.
В старших классах Даниель был вовлечен во многие сферы общественной 

и спортивной жизни школы: был капитаном школьной Математической 
Команды; был членом Союза Еврейских Студентов (Jewish Student Union); 
участвовал в работе Клуба по Робототехнике (Robotics Club); с успехом 
выступал на региональных математических соревнованиях American Regional 
Mаth Legue; был со-капитаном и выступал за сборную школьную команду по 
теннису.

В 12 классе брал курсы по multivariable calculus в Harvard Extension School 
и matrices and linear algebra в WPI. 

Даниель работал в шахматном лагере, Ahabat Shalom Chess Camp в Линне, 
где он давал уроки игры в шахматы и организовывал различные мероприятия 
для детей, также был волонтером в Village Middle School, где помогал учителям с работой со студентами 
младших классов. Даниель был участником поездки в Израиль по программе Y2I и был волонтером в Tribe 
Talk Connection, организации помогающей старшеклассникам противостоять антисемитизму на кампусе.

Даниель Фарфель продолжит образование в UMass Amherst, где будет изучать computer science.

http://www.obmemorials.com


Phinix Virtual Kitchen 
Group, an award-winning 
restaurant that specializes 
in Mediterranean cuisine 
and combines a collection of 
healthy-oriented food brands, 
recently expanded into Lynn 
by opening Phinix Kitchen and 
Lounge. 

Located in the heart of 
Lynn Arts District at 56 Central 
Square, the Phinix Kitchens 
aim to introduce nutritious 
alternatives – take out, delivery 
and catering. 

The restaurant is a partner-
ship between Sam Pogosov, 
the founder of Phinix Virtual 
Kitchens Group and Mikhael 
Rakhunov. Rakhunov, known 
as Chef Misha, is a popular chef 
on the North Shore with over 20 
years of experience in Israeli, 
Mediterranean, Russian, 
American and European cui-
sine. 

The restaurant aims to com-
bine tasty, healthy fare that is 
also accessible. Chef Misha 
offers made-from- scratch 
hummus, gluten-free falafel, 
yogurt-based tzatziki and other 
Mediterranean options. All 
dishes are prepared to order, 
individually plated and ready 
for pick-up and delivery. 

With the capacity to fit up 
to 60 people, the unique space 
will serve as a multi-purpose 

room that can be used as a 
banquet hall and rented for 
small private functions, corpo-
rate events, concerts and art 
exhibits. Chef Misha also offers 
Sunday Shakshuka Brunches, 

cooking and nutrition classes 
for adults and kids. 

For more information, visit 
www.phinixloungelynn.com. 

LISTEN TO COMMUNITY LEADER  
JIM SHAINKER AND GUESTS
DISCUSS CURRENT EVENTS ~ LITERATURE ~ HOLIDAYS ~  

POLITICS ~ ISRAEL ~ MUSIC ~ HALACHA ~ AND MORE

L’CHAIM 
JEWISH INTERACTIVE RADIO

FRIDAY @10AM ~ SUNDAY @7PM
980 AM / WWW.980WCAP.COM / ANY RADIO APP

YOU CAN BE PART OF THE SHOW!

Henry M. Lerner, M.D.
Obstetrician-Gynecologist

Certified Mohel
40+ years experience 
doing circumcisions

For a meaningful, memorable bris

  617-894-1397    
 bostonbris.com 
 hmlerner@henrylerner.com

GOT STUFF?
LOOKING FOR COSTUME JEWELRY, CHINA  

118 Pleasant St., Marblehead • info@marbleheadantiques.com
781-631-9791 • text 978-985-3409

Dental Implant Restorations • Prosthodontic Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges • Inlays & Onlays • Smile Makeovers 

Veneers • Teeth Whitening • Dentures

Marblehead’s Premier Prosthodontist

Sensitive care and  
superb aesthetic results are  

the hallmark of our world class 
prosthodontic practice.

InnovatIve RestoRatIve & aesthetIc DentIstRy

JeffRey R. DoRnbush, D.D.s. 210 Humphrey Street, Suite 103 • Marblehead   781-639-0700 • drdornbush.com • office@drdornbush.com
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The JCCNS is pleased to 
announce that it will celebrate 
the 109th Annual Meeting on 
June 27 at a live, in-person event 
(with limited capacity).  The 
meeting will take place at the 
JCCNS (indoors) but will also 
be made available via live feed 
and will be recorded for later 
viewing.

This year, the JCCNS will 
honor Rhonda and John 
Gilberg with the Samuel S. Stahl 
Community Service Award. This 
prestigious award was estab-
lished in honor of Samuel S. 
Stahl, who represented the fin-
est in Jewish life and left a legacy 
of love for his family, service 
to his community and a heri-
tage characterized by a deep 
devotion for all mankind. It is 
presented annually to an indi-
vidual or couple whose service 
to the JCCNS and other com-
munal institutions reflects the 
highest level of integrity, com-

mitment to community service, 
and devotion to the ideals of 
Jewish life. Rhonda and John are 
true examples of these inspiring 
traits and have been beloved 
members of the JCCNS commu-
nity for decades.  

The JCCNS 2021 Presidential 
Award will be presented to Betsy 
Rooks in recognition of her out-
standing service to the JCCNS. 
Betsy has served on the Board 
of Directors for 11 consecutive 
years, most notably as presi-
dent from 2014 to 2016, and 
she has served as a guiding light 
for both staff and lay-leadership 
alike for many years. The JCCNS 
is extremely grateful to Betsy 
for her leadership and unwaver-
ing commitment to the JCCNS 
throughout the years.

The JCCNS is also thrilled to 
honor Development Director 
Stephanie Greenfield, and 
Adult Program Director Sara 
Ewing with this year’s Bea Paul 

Professional Staff Award. This 
award was established to reward 
staff excellence, in honor of Bea 
Paul, a dedicated and outstand-
ing employee of the JCCNS. This 
award is presented annually to 
a staff member who exempli-
fies the characteristics dem-
onstrated by Bea Paul during 
her tenure at the JCCNS: dedi-
cation, loyalty, going the extra 
mile, professionalism, team 
spirit and service to the com-
munity. Both Stephanie and 
Sara have elevated the program 
level at the JCCNS, specifically 
with their work on our numer-
ous cultural events, fundraising 
events, and extensive array of 
adult programs.

All JCCNS members are 
invited to attend, however 
RSVPs are requested. If you are 
interested in attending, please 
email Stephanie Greenfield at 
sgreenfield@jccns.com.

Jewish Community Center of the North Shore to hold annual 
meeting on June 27

Phinix Kitchen and Lounge opens in Lynn

Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies recently award-
ed a total of $65,500 in Young 
Adult Community Impact 
Grants to nine organizations to 
help them reduce social isola-
tion and bolster community 
among young adults. Among 
the recipients are Asiyah Jewish 
Community, a spiritual com-
munity for young adults in 
Cambridge and Somerville that 
plans to use the funding to add 
a program associate and rab-
binic intern so they can grow 

and Beantown Jewish Gardens, 
a community organization that 
connects Jewish text and cul-
ture with the environment and 
food sustainability that plans 
to use the grant to support 
their general operations and 
improve their Jewish Volunteer 
Gardening Brigade. Funding 
also went to Yachad, The Jewish 
Alliance for Law and Social 
Action, Jookender, Mayyim 
Hayyim, MIT Hillel, Tobin 
Bridge Chabad, and Trybal 
Gatherings.  

CJP awards Young Adult Community 
Impact Grants

The Jewish Journal will print your news at no charge: 
birth announcements, engagements, weddings, job 

promotions, special events and other simchas. Submissions 
are subject to editing for style and length. Send your news 

to rosenberg@jewishjournal.org, subject “People.”

During the ribbon cutting ceremony on May 19th, the Greater Lynn 
Chamber of Commerce welcomed Phinix Kitchen and Lounge as a 
new member. Lynn mayor Thomas M. McGee (left) presented Sam 
Pogosov (center) and Chef Misha with a certificate. 

On June 3 at 7 p.m., Congregation 
Beth Israel of the Merrimack Valley 
will welcome Rabbi Ahud Sela to speak 
about Pirkei Avot – Wisdom of the 
Sages, via Zoom. It is said that next to 
the Bible and the Passover Haggadah, 
Pirkei Avot has been the favorite text of 
the Jewish people.   

Originally from New Haven, Rav 
Sela received his undergraduate 
degree in biochemistry from UC 

Santa Barbara, where he met his 
wife, Alisha. After receiving his rab-
binic ordination from the Jewish 
Theological Seminary in N.Y., he 
served as an assistant rabbi under 
Rabbi David Wolpe, and is now 
the rabbi of Temple Ramat Zion in 
Northridge, CA. 

To receive the Zoom link contact 
Amy Sherr: 978-474-0540, amy@
BethIsraelMV.org 

Rabbi Ahud Sela to Speak about Pirkei Avot on June 3  

Rabbi Ahud Sela

mailto:sgreenfield@jccns.com
http://www.phinixloungelynn.com
mailto:rosenberg@jewishjournal.org
mailto:hmlerner@henrylerner.com
mailto:info@marbleheadantiques.com
mailto:office@drdornbush.com
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Rabbi David B. Kudan is the 
spiritual leader of Temple 
Tiferet Shalom in Peabody. 

Kudan, whose father was a Reform 
rabbi, grew up in the Midwest. In 
1973, he met Barbara Abrams on a 
high school trip to Israel, and years 
later the two married. He went 
to Hampshire College, where he 
wrote his thesis on the impact of 
the printing press on early Yiddish 
publishing. After working in stock 
options for a year, he enrolled in 
the rabbinic studies program at 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion and became a 
rabbi. He has served as a rabbi at 
several congregations, including 
Harvard Hillel, Temple Shir Tikvah 
of Winchester and at Am Shalom, a 
congregation that his father founded 
in Glencoe, IL. Rabbi Kudan and 
his wife Barbara live in Cambridge, 
and have two children, Ariel Nadav 
and Talia Ma’ayan. 

A A A
Tell us about your upbringing

I was born in 1957 in Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  My father was completing his 
last year at Hebrew Union College- 
Jewish Institute of Religion in the rab-
binic program, and my mother did 
graduate work at the University of 
Cincinnati.  We moved to Bloomington, 
IL, where my father was employed 
as the first full-time rabbi of Moses 
Montefiore Temple there. When I 
was five, we moved again to Glencoe, 
IL, where my father served at North 
Shore Congregation Israel. During that 
time my father was very active in the 
Civil Rights movement, and marched 
with Dr. Martin Luther King in Selma, 
Alabama. Later, when I was in high 
school, my father started a new con-
gregation, Am Shalom, which became 
a major Reform synagogue on the 
North Shore of Lake Michigan. I was 
very active in the new temple, teach-
ing religious school, leading the youth 
group and pursuing Judaic Studies and 
Hebrew. A formative experience was 
the trip to Israel I took the summer 
after 10th grade, with the Habonim 
Zionist movement. Through that trip, 
I met my wife Barbara Abrams. That 
summer of 1973 was a time of great 
optimism in Israel. I made life-long 
connections to members of Kibbutz 
Urim where my group volunteered, 
spent time with family in Tel Aviv, and 
toured the country.  

You went to Hampshire College 
in Amherst. How was that 
experience? 

In 1975, I enrolled in Hampshire 
College, in Amherst. At Hampshire, the 
interdisciplinary structure allowed me to 
pursue interests in Photography, Yiddish, 
Hebrew, Jewish History, and other sub-
jects. I spent a summer as the assistant 
photographer at Tel Halif in the Negev, 
then stayed on for a year at Hebrew 
University. I later returned to complete 
my studies at Hampshire, where I wrote 
a thesis on the impact of the printing 
press on early Yiddish publishing, using 
original sources in Hebrew and Yiddish. 
I would add that having the freedom to 
follow my academic interests wherever 
they might lead was exciting and liber-
ating.  At Hampshire, I was inspired by 
wonderful scholars and fellow students.  

One of my friends from that time is 
Aaron Lansky, who encouraged my 
interest in Jewish History and Yiddish.  
Aaron went on to found the Yiddish 
Book Center.

You lived in Paris also?

After college, I returned to Chicago, 
and was hired to work in stock options. 
I only planned to stay on the job for 
a year, but as I reconnected with my 
(future) wife Barbara, stayed on for 
another year and we were engaged and 
then married. I was always interested 
in Jewish studies and felt drawn to the 
rabbinic role as well. My father has 
always been a great model, and from 
my childhood I loved to listen to him 
speak with groups of visitors to the 
temple, officiate at services, teach and 
counsel. I realized when I was com-
muting to Chicago for my work on the 
Options Exchange, that I was reading 
Yiddish novels and everyone else was 
reading the Wall Street Journal. I loved 
tutoring bar mitzvah students during 
that time as well. 

I then enrolled in Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion. 
Barbara and I spent the first year of my 
rabbinic studies in Jerusalem, where 
she attended Ulpan, and I devoted 
myself to intensive studies. Back in 
Cincinnati, I continued my studies 
for a year, and Barbara enrolled in a 
PhD program in French Literature at 
the University of Cincinnati. As she 
was given an opportunity to study at 
the Sorbonne for a year, I was given 
special permission to pause my rab-
binic studies and serve as a student 
rabbi at a congregation in Paris, the 
MJLF, under the auspices of the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism.  I also 
attended courses in Biblical studies, 
Aramaic, and Semitic Epigraphy at the 
Catholic Institute of Paris, studying 
with renowned Biblical scholars of the 
Franciscan and Jesuit tradition. 

In Cincinnati, I accelerated my 
studies, concentrating in Aramaic 
and writing a rabbinic thesis on the 
Aramaic Proverbs of Ahiqar, a legend-
ary ancient sage.  During those years I 
served as student rabbi in Jonesboro, 
AK, Bloomington, IL (my childhood 
Temple), Alpena, MI, and Glencoe, IL.

You also worked at Temple 
Shir Tikvah of Winchester

After Ordination, I took my first pul-
pit as assistant rabbi in Yonkers, NY, 
and Barbara transferred her PhD pro- 
gram to Columbia, University. Our first 
child, son Ariel Nadav was born during 
our second year in New York, and then 
we moved to Arlington, where I was 
enrolled in a PhD program in Hebrew 
Bible at Harvard, and also employed 
part-time at the newly formed Temple 
Shir Tikvah of Winchester. The temple 
grew from 60 members to over 200 dur-
ing that period.  In addition to work-
ing hard to build the congregation, 
including rotating services between 
Stoneham, Winchester and Arlington, 
I was very engaged in interfaith work 
with local clergy in those three com-
munities.  I also made it a priority of 
my rabbinate to welcome and include 
intermarried couples in my congre-
gation and the Jewish community at 
large.

You also served as a rabbi at a 
congregation that your father 
started?

Our daughter, Talia Ma’ayan was 
born in 1994. Soon thereafter, we 
moved to Glencoe, IL, where I became 
associate rabbi at Am Shalom, with my 
father, at the temple he had founded.

I was very proud of my work at 
the temple, where I created many 
dynamic programs, including an after-
noon drop-in program for Hebrew 
School students, and adult educa-
tion courses in areas of my academic 
interests. When Barbara was offered 
a very exciting position in her field at 
Suffolk University in Boston, we made 
the difficult decision to leave Chicago 
and return to the Boston area. We 
moved to Cambridge, where we have 
resided since 2001. I had the unique 
opportunity to serve as the rabbi of 
the Reform minyan at Harvard Hillel, 
as well as taking on the role of direc-
tor of Community Relations. It was a 
challenging time to work as a campus 
rabbi, as I began the week of 9/11. After 
three years, the late Rev. Peter Gomes 
created a position for me as Rabbi in 
Residence at the Memorial Church at 
Harvard.  

In the intervening years, I chaired 
the Ethics Committee of the Beacon 
Hospice, and then served simultane-
ously as rabbi of Agudas Achim-Ezrath 
Israel in Malden, and also Temple 
Tifereth Israel of Malden. Serving con-
gregations of two different movements, 
Conservative and Reform was a creative 
stretch, but both communities helped 
to make it work, and allowed me to 
serve both as full-time rabbi.

You were involved in the 
merger of Temple Tifereth 
Israel of Malden and Temple 
Beth Shalom of Peabody? 

When Temple Tifereth Israel of 
Malden combined with Temple Beth 
Shalom of Peabody in 2015, I helped to 
support the merger. The two Reform 
congregations were a natural fit, and 
became Temple Tiferet Shalom (drop-
ping the last h in Tifereth for reasons 
of pronunciation). It has been a very 
happy combination, and I have had the 
privilege of serving as rabbi in Peabody 
since the merger. 

Some of my proudest achieve-
ments, aside from encouraging and 
supporting the merger, was the cre-
ation of an extensive adult education 
program, (often collaborating with 
our sister congregation in Peabody, 
Temple Ner Tamid) with the Lappin 
Foundation, and other local groups.  
I have also served as co-president of 
the North Shore Association of Rabbis 
and Cantors, and as an active member 
of the Peabody Clergy and Ministerial 
Association. 

When you’re not in synagogue 
how do you like to best spend 
your time?

When home in Cambridge, I enjoy 
gardening, watching the Red Sox, and 
even before the pandemic, baking – 
especially sourdough bread, carrot 
cake, and my grandmother’s special 
Toll House cookies.  Barbara and I 
have a long association with Ireland.  
Pre-pandemic, we visited Ireland once 
or twice a year.  As I speak, we are in 
Ireland celebrating our 40th anniversa-
ry. We honeymooned here in 1981. We 
belong to the Cork Jewish Community 
and I am occasionally asked to lead 
services and adult education for the 
community when I am in town.  

During the pandemic, we have held 
some remarkable joint educational 
programs between TST and the Cork/
Munster Jewish Community. (Munster 
includes the six southern counties of 
Ireland.) 

How is your congregation 
different than prior temples 
you’ve served as spiritual  
leader? 

Temple Tiferet Shalom has come 
through a consolidation that has 
released a great deal of new energy and 
enthusiasm, and also brought forward 
strong new leaders, representing some-
thing of a generational shift.  The con-
gregation is poised to renew itself in a 
significant way. The focus is on building 
from within, and also reaching out to 
the wide geographical area within which 
TTS is the only Reform congregation. 

The temple has a very down-to-earth 
character. So many people love the tem-
ple, the school, and the community and 
want to create a very welcoming atmo-
sphere. It is also big enough to offer a 
full range of programs and activities, 
but small enough to feel that everyone 
can know one another.

Rabbi David Kudan (far right) with family: his son, Ari; wife, Barbara; daughter Talia. 
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