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BRIGHTON – Last week, 
Suffolk District Attorney Rachael 
Rollins visited the home of the 
rabbi who was attacked and 
repeatedly stabbed in broad 
daylight outside the Shaloh 
House Jewish Day School on 
July 1. 

The suspect now faces a 
series of assault and battery and 
hate-crime charges in connec-
tion with the attack and a dan-
gerousness hearing on July 29.

Rollins, who was nominat-
ed Monday by President Joe 
Biden to be U.S. Attorney for 
Massachusetts, reiterated her 
support for the Jewish com-
munity during her July 21 visit 
to Chabad-Lubavitch Rabbi 
Shlomo Noginski’s home. 

“We are sorry this happened,” 
said Rollins. “We are taking this 
incident incredibly seriously, 
and just to speak to him as a 
person and let him know that 
we are going to fight to make 
sure that this individual is held 
accountable; and that we want 
the Jewish community to know 
that we are aware that anti-

semitism exists, and that we are 
going to hold people account-
able when they engage in hate 
– which is what I believe hap-
pened here.”

On July 8, a judge ordered 
the suspect, Khaled A. Awad, 
24, of Brighton, held without 
bail pending a dangerousness 
hearing and a 20-day crimi-
nal responsibility evaluation at 
Bridgewater State Hospital. 

In the attack, police say 
Noginski was confronted by 
Awad outside the Jewish day 
school and camp on Chestnut 
Hill Avenue. At gunpoint, the 
rabbi was nearly forced inside 
his minivan, before he fled 
across the street to a park.

In trying to fend him off, 
Noginski, who has a background 
in martial arts, was stabbed 
eight times in the arm, shoulder 
and ribs. Noginski believes his 
attacker was motivated by hate. 
When the commotion caught 
the attention of others, Noginski 
was able to flee inside the Shaloh 
House. Awad was later arrested 
by police.

When asked how he was feel-
ing, the rabbi, a native of the 
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SALEM – The Pan-Mass Challenge bike-a-
thon has raised $767 million and counting for the 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in its more than four 
decades.

The ride involves more than 6,000 riders, sup-
ported by thousands of volunteers, pedaling along 
various routes from 25 to 211 miles during the first 
weekend of August. It’s goal this year is to raise $52 
million for the Jimmy Fund. The ride accounts for 
64 percent of the Jimmy Fund’s revenue.

Due to the pandemic, last year’s ride went vir-

tual, with riders planning their own routes while 
fundraising with pledges for their “reimagined” 
rides. This year, the ride is coming back together 
with 16 planned routes and starts and finishes 
across Massachusetts, plus the inclusion of the 
“reimagined” ride, where participants can ride 
wherever, whenever, and however far they choose.

Its founder and executive director, Billy Starr, 
said the PMC has come to embody the spirit of tik-
kun olam, repairing the world. 

“It certainly has more resonance 40 years in than 
it did two years in,” said Starr, a Newton native. 
“Originally, it was like ‘repair my own soul’ or offer 

PMC Founder Billy Starr, a 
Newton native, on a “reimag-
ined” ride last year.

continued on page 17
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CHELSEA – Guided by Jewish 
values, mindful of the cases and 
deaths long-term care facili-
ties suffered at the start of the 
pandemic, and witnessing the 
arrival of the highly transmissi-
ble delta variant, Chelsea Jewish 
Lifecare recently announced it 
would require all 1,800 employ-
ees across the Legacy Lifecare 
network to get the shot.

The nonprofit says 80 percent 
of staff already have rolled up 
their sleeves.

The senior care organiza-
tion is one of the first provid-
ers of its kind to mandate vac-
cines for staff and volunteers 
in Massachusetts. This policy is 
consistent with the requirement 
employees get a flu shot.

The mandate will go into 
effect once the Food and Drug 
Administration grants final 

approval of one of the three 
available vaccines, which are 
now being administered under 
emergency use authorization. 
That could be granted in a cou-
ple of months.

“We all saw what this virus 
can do just to the broader soci-
ety in the course of last year,” 
said Adam Berman, president 
of Chelsea Jewish Lifecare, 
which has campuses in Chelsea 
and Peabody with about 1,100 
employees.

Not every staff member will 
be required to get a COVID shot, 
Berman said, because, based 
on the law, those with sincerely 
held religious beliefs or medical 
contraindications – such as a 
severe allergic reaction to vac-
cine components – would be 
exempt.

During the start of the pan-
demic, senior care provid-
ers were especially hard hit by 
COVID-19.

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare has 
hundreds of residents in its 
care. The nonprofit senior care 
provider is a founding member 
of Legacy Lifecare, a nonprofit 

management resources collab-
orative that oversees JGS Lifecare 
in Longmeadow, Deutsches 
Altenheim of West Roxbury, and 
the Elizabeth Seton and Marillac 

residences in Wellesley.  
Berman said they have had 

very few cases during the past 
six to eight months, and while 
many restrictions have been 
lifted, Chelsea Jewish Lifecare is 
still mindful of what happened 
in the past and are hearing from 
epidemiologists and others 
about the spread of the delta 
variant in Massachusetts.

The delta variant is a high-
ly transmissible form of the 
coronavirus, but the vaccines 
are still proving highly effec-
tive at preventing severe dis-
ease after exposure to it follow-
ing two doses, according to a 
recent study in the New England 
Journal of Medicine.

While Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 
has topped the national goal for 
vaccinations within long-term 
care facilities of 75 percent, this 
still leaves hundreds of staff 
unvaccinated.

Kaplan Estates employee Elena Shevtsova receives a vaccine.

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare mandates COVID-19 vaccines for all its employees
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Long-time PMC rider Donna 
Cohen of Swampscott.

Barry Lipsett of Falmouth rides for 
his late sister, Sue de Vries, who 
died from breast cancer in 2006.

Spirit of tikkun olam drives many 
riders in annual Pan-Mass Challenge

DA pledges ‘to hold 
people accountable when 
they engage in hate’

mailto:subscriptions@jewishjournal.org


                                                              

Pickering Wharf’s Newest Hot Spot!

76 Wharf Street • 978-594-5519   www.oceansedgesalem.com

BRUNCH WITH LIVE MUSIC
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
11:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

Mon-Tues-Wed 4:00 - 10:00
Thurs-Fri-Sat 11:30 - 11:00

Sun 11:30 - 10:00

2 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JULY 29, 2021 ROP

By Bette Keva
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

After working through back 
channels since March to get 
doses of a COVID-19 vaccine 
donated to the struggling resi-
dents of Bosnia, Boston attor-
ney Phillip Weiner is rejoicing. 

“I’m walking on air,” he said 
as he relayed the news. “I just 
learned that the American 
vaccine will arrive shortly in 
Sarajevo. It is great news,” he 
said of the 500,000 doses of the 
Pfizer vaccine being sent to the 
Balkan Peninsula. “It’s hard to 
emphasize how important this 
donation is. It’s a game changer. 
It’s going to save lives.”

The country of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, which has 3.3 mil-
lion people – including fewer 
than 1,000 Jews – does not even 
have 5 percent of its popula-
tion vaccinated, which is why it 
has one of the worst COVID-19 
infection/death rates in Europe. 

Weiner and the groups he 
assembled are now working to 
get Israel to commit to a vaccine 
donation as well. 

Since March, Weiner has 
assembled four groups consist-
ing of former American inter-
national judges, attorneys, 
academics, diplomats, and the 
Jewish Community of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. They made 
calls, held meetings, sent letters 
and gave speeches.  Former U.S. 
Ambassador-at-Large for War 
Crimes Issues David Scheffer, 
who was instrumental in estab-
lishing war crimes courts all 
over the world, saw the Jewish 

Journal’s first article on the cri-
sis, which was picked up by the 
international Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency and the Israeli press. He 
contacted Weiner and offered 
to help.

“The United States has a spe-
cial obligation towards Bosnia 
given our engagement with the 
country in the 1990s,” wrote 
Scheffer in a letter to Weiner. 
“There has been enough need-
less dying.  We can prevent the 
deaths of many thousands of 
Bosnians with the vaccine and 
we must do so. It is the least 
we can do and we must sustain 
vaccine support for the future.” 

Scheffer deplored the “politi-
cization of the COVID vaccine 
among our population. It only 
leads to more hospitalizations 
and outrageous numbers of 
deaths.” Weiner, 66, grew up 
in Malden and now resides in 
Newton. He lived in Sarajevo 
when he served as an interna-
tional war crimes judge over the 
Bosnian War of 1992-1995. He 
has remained in touch with his 
fellow judges and Bosnian resi-

dents with whom he attended 
Shabbat services at the Jewish 
Community Synagogue in 
Sarajevo.   

It was a phone call from inter-
national attorney Nadja Skaljic 
– whom Weiner had mentored 
a decade earlier – that kicked 
off his quest for the vaccine. 
Born in multiethnic Bosnia 
just before the 1992-95 war, 
Skaljic studied law in Sarajevo 
and, she said, “By a stroke of 
luck, I met Phil.” They stayed in 
touch all these years. So when 
the European press reported 
that David Kamhi – diplomat, 
author, Sephardic historian, 
and acclaimed concert violin-
ist – had died of COVID, Skaljic 
rushed to tell Weiner that his 
great friend had died. The news 
shook Weiner to the core, but 
he soon learned that other dear 
friends he knew from the syna-
gogue had either died or were 
hospitalized. In fact, some 5 
percent of the Bosnian Jewish 
community is reported to have 
contracted or died of the dis-
ease.

“David Kamhi changed 
things for me,” said Weiner. 
“There was no reason he should 
have passed.” 

During long calls, Weiner 
and Skaljic came up with a plan 
to try to secure vaccines for 
ordinary Bosnians. They first 
assembled a core team of inter-
national judges and prosecu-
tors willing to use their reputa-
tion to urge the U.S. govern-
ment to help. 

In recent days, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Bisera Turković 
thanked the U.S. for its dona-
tion and voiced her gratitude 
to the working groups for their 
efforts. On Bosnian television, 
Dr. Ismet Gavrankapetanovic, 
director of the Military Hospital 
in Sarajevo, thanked the 
American group of mainly for-
mer international judges who 
worked hard to get the vaccine 
to Bosnia.

Weiner said the U.S. vaccine 
donation is significant because 
other countries are now joining 
the effort. Turkey sent a dona-
tion. Greece indicated it would 
donate 120,000 doses of Astra 
Zeneca. Austria said it would 
send the vaccine. 

“It is piecemeal over several 
months,” Weiner said. “But the 
U.S. donation is an immediate 
gift. The U.S. is buying or has 
a stockpile of vaccine that it’s 
sending around the world to 
struggling countries. You can’t 
have part of a world virus-free 
in a pandemic.” 

“All my contacts were 
impressed that we pushed 

through informal networks 
to get this done,” said Skaljic, 
who has lived through the 
aftermath of the genocidal war 
that was part of the breakup 
of Yugoslavia in which 100,000 
people were killed. 

“What moved me was the 
triple whammy: Bosnian Jews 
surviving the Holocaust, the 
Bosnian war in the ’90s, and 
then to finally lose your life to a 
virus. There’s no justification,” 
said Skaljic. 

“If Israel can donate 15,000 
doses right now, that’s 15,000 
lives that can be saved,” said 
Weiner. Donating the vaccine 
to a majority Muslim country 
would be viewed favorably by 
the world, said Weiner, adding 
that Bosnia and Herzegovina 
has a history of lending a hand 
to all residents. 

Weiner spoke of how Dr. 
Gavrankapetanovic, a Muslim, 
personally treated Jakob 
Finci, president of the Jewish 
Community of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, helping him 
recover from the virus. 

During a visit to the emer- 
gency ward in his hospital at 
the height of the epidemic, Dr. 
Gavrankapetanovic recognized 
an elderly Holocaust survivor, 
Rikitsa Albahari. “You are here?” 
he asked, shocked. Knowing she 
would get far better treatment 
under his direct supervision, he 
took her hand and spoke to her 
and then asked an assistant to 
wheel Albahari out and bring 
her to another section of his 
hospital, where she recovered 
from COVID.

Weiner’s wish comes true: 500,000 COVID vaccines to reach Bosnia

Phillip Weiner Nadja Skaljic
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When the Boston Jewish Film 
Festival screens the 2007 Israeli 
feature “The Band’s Visit” for its 
Summer Cinematheque on Aug. 
4, it will be in-person, but with a 
twist. Due to ongoing COVID-19 
caution, the film will be shown 
outdoors, at the historic Lyman 
Estate in Waltham.

Artistic director Ariana 
Cohen-Halberstam said it’s the 
festival’s first outdoor screening 
in at least 6½ years, which is 
how long she’s been organizing 
the festival. Social distancing 
will be practiced and masks are 
encouraged – but not required – 
for unvaccinated people.

“The Band’s Visit” is about 
members of a police force in 
Egypt who form a band and, 
by accident, wind up in a small 
town in Israel. The film stars 
the late Israeli actress Ronit 
Elkabetz, who died in 2016.

Cohen-Halberstam describes 
the Lyman Estate as “super cin-
ematic and beautiful,” noting 
that it was used during the film-
ing of “Little Women” several 
years ago.

“They’ve had live music there 
as well,” she said. “It should be 
fun.”

The al fresco screening 
reflects the creative ways in 
which Jewish organizations are 
planning community events 
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

“I think, obviously, we pay 
close attention to the restric-
tions,” Cohen-Halberstam said. 
“That was sort of the first hurdle 
we had to pass. After that, we 
really tried to get a grasp on 
what our audience would be 
comfortable with.”

Finding that comfort zone 
during an uncertain time has 
been on the agenda for leaders 
of Boston-based Jewish organi-
zations as they discuss whether 
to hold virtual, hybrid, or in-
person events.

Laura Conrad Mandel, exec-
utive director of the Jewish Arts 
Collaborative (JArts) in Newton, 
said her organization is “con-
tinuing to do virtual and/or 
hybrid,” adding, “The key for 
us, even when we go back to 
doing in-person, is the success 
we were seeing from virtual 
programs. We can reach people 
we couldn’t reach before.”

In August, JArts will host two 
virtual events in an ongoing 
Friday series featuring 20-min-
ute, one-on-one conversations 
with Jewish artists: musician 
Ellen Allard on Aug. 6 and print-
making and mixed media artist 
Sandra Mayo on Aug. 20.

“We have really nice conver-
sations with the artists about 
who they are Jewishly and artis-
tically, dig into their Jewish 
story a little bit,” Mandel said, 
calling the 20-minute time span 
“enough to hold onto [an audi-
ence] and not so [long that] you 
get bored.”

Mandel said that “for the last 
period of COVID, most of the 
gatherings we’ve done in-per-
son at the time were more on 
the public art end of things,” 
such as a Passover-timed hybrid 
digital/ physical installation 
at Boston’s Vilna Shul called 
“Golem vs. Golem” by artist 
Julie Weitz that explored the 

mythical creature of the golem 
and its influence on Jewish tra-
dition and thought.

People who visited the Vilna 
Shul to see the images outside 
it could access QR codes and 
websites to learn more about 
the installation, including an 
interview with the artist.

“We’re really trying to think 
about creating not just in-per-
son versus something online, 
but how do you integrate the 
two concepts, dig a little bit 
deeper no matter where you 
are,” Mandel said.

Executive director Dalit 
Ballen Horn joined the Vilna 
Shul last February in what she 
calls “a unique moment, both 
in terms of leadership skills 
required and also with strategic 
planning.”

Before the pandemic, the 
Vilna was ready to reopen after 
renovating its basement and 
main floor in time to celebrate 
its centenary. About two months 
after it reopened, the pan-
demic reached Massachusetts, 
prompting the organization to 
close its doors and go virtual.

“We pivoted quickly, like 
many other organizations,” 
Horn said. “We had incredible 
success. [People were] receptive 
to our virtual platform … We 
regularly get 500 to 600 people 
for [virtual] programs, even on 
a Sunday at 2 p.m.   

“What we’re hearing from 
people is that there are some 
who want to continue to go vir-
tual,” Horn said. “Some can’t 
wait for us to reopen … what 
we’re trying to figure out is how 
can we make that multi-access, 
the extent to which we’re able 
to offer in-person and virtual 
experiences.” 

The leaders of Jewish com-
munity organizations have high 
hopes for the future. Horn won-
dered whether there could be 
larger concerts or film screen-
ings at the Vilna at some point. 
Mandel mentioned a JArts 
Hanukkah celebration with 
its traditional partner – the 
Museum of Fine Arts – that 
would incorporate the MFA 
Judaica collection, eight Jewish 
female artists from around the 
world, and the national JCC 
movement. Cohen-Halberstam 
is thinking about a possible 
film festival in hybrid form this 
November.

Yet Cohen-Halberstam also 
recalled a feeling of déjà vu 
from last summer.

“I was certain we were going 
to be back that November [of 
2020],” she said. “We’re again 

having conversations of what 
would people be comfortable 
with in November, what would 
a hybrid festival look like in 
November.

“We’re closely watching the 
Delta variant, seeing what the 
trends are in the variant. We 
remain optimistic and also real-
istic to make sure the festival 
feels safe and exciting, and also 
do our best to expose people 
to as much good and enriching 
programs as possible.”

“The Band’s Visit” will be 
shown at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$18 and can be purchased at 
bostonjfilm.org. For JArts’ vir-
tual events, go to the JLive link 
at jartsboston.org. The second 
Small Group Tours of The 
Vilna this summer will be held 
Aug. 12 at 1 p.m. Admission is 
$20. To register, look under the 
Events tab at www.vilnashul.
org.

Photo: Sony Pictures Classics
Ronit Elkabetz and Sasson Gabai in the “The Band’s Visit,” which will 
run on Aug. 4 at the Boston Jewish Film Festival.

Jewish arts groups use creative ways  
to engage audiences during pandemic

Get local Jewish and interfaith news  
by signing up for your FREE subscription  

to THE JEWISH JOURNAL.

Email your address to:

editor@jewishjournal.org

http://www.chelseajewish.org
mailto:jfazekas@chelseajewish.org
http://www.ppnlaw.com
http://www.vilnashul
mailto:editor@jewishjournal.org


By Ambassador Meron 
Reuben

Summer is always a time for 
ice cream. But this sum-
mer, licking a sweet cold 

scoop has a bitter taste. Ben & 
Jerry’s announced that it would 
no longer sell ice cream in what 
they described as “the occu-
pied Palestinian territories.” 
Additionally, they stated that 
they will be ending the licens-
ing agreement with their Israeli 
manufacturer, which is set to 
expire at the end of 2022 – 18 
months away. So why make the 
announcement now? To use 
another dessert metaphor: are 
they trying to eat their cake and 
have it too?

By refusing to sell ice cream 
to any West Bank resident, 
whether Jewish or Arab, how is 
Ben & Jerry’s helping to further 
peace? Unilever, Ben & Jerry’s 
parent company, has stated that 
due to a clause in their agree-
ment with the company, Ben & 

Jerry’s can make independent 
political statements. However, 
this cannot hide the fact that by 
relying on a contractual clause 
to gloss over an action by a 
company it owns, Unilever is 
allowing Ben & Jerry’s to target 
and demean an entire country. 

Upon review, the State of 
Israel’s former antitrust com-

missioner, Dror Strum, has 
concluded that Ben & Jerry’s 
announcement is a direct viola-
tion of the terms in the merger 
decision he approved within 
Israel between Unilever Global 
and Ben & Jerry’s in 2001. The 
said terms from 2001 specifi-
cally state that Unilever and 
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The holy month of Elul begins on Aug. 9. It 
is the final month of the Jewish calendar, 
and it is a period of reflection and self-

assessment before Rosh Hashanah.
As we continue to reflect and heal from 

covid’s impact, and the continued division 
within our society, the arrival of Elul appears as 
a blessing. During this month, it is customary 
for Jews to meditate on the past year and take 
stock of our actions. Not every Jew cares about 
the holiday or the month, but for many, it is a 
gift that allows us to pause and consider all that 
has transpired in the last year. Here’s an Elul 
primer to lift the soul as we prepare to begin the 
New Year:

According to tradition, we pay our respects 
during Elul to relatives and friends who have 
passed on. At the cemetery, we place stones on 
graves to honor the deceased and to let others 
know that the grave has been recently visited.

In Elul, every morning service ends with a 
blast of the shofar – save for the day before Rosh 
Hashanah. According to scholars, one reason 
the shofar is sounded in Elul is to commemo-
rate Moses’ second ascent of Mount Sinai. That 
ascent, which stretched from the first day of 

Elul through Yom Kippur, was complemented 
by shofar blasts. If you can, find a rabbi or 
someone who has a shofar. Close your eyes, and 
listen to the notes drift to the heavens. It can be 
an otherworldly experience.

Elul is a period of introspection. In our 
prayer books, we read that Teshuva (returning 
to God), charity and prayer can nullify harsh 
decrees. These are simple ways of repairing the 
soul: when we talk directly to God, we release 
our burdens, anxiety and pain; when we give 
charity, we generally feel better; when we pray, 
we meditate, and can reach new spiritual 
heights.

Words can elevate others, and during 
the month we offer the greeting Ketivah 
Vachatimah Tovah, or “May you be inscribed 
and sealed for a good year.” This is an affirma-
tion of life, and who doesn’t like to bestow or 
receive a positive message or blessing? It can 
change a person’s day.

Rosh Hashanah is just around the corner. 
Try one or more of these customs. It seemed to 
work for a lot of our relatives as they prepared 
for the New Year. Maybe you’ll find there’s an 
innate wisdom to these traditions.

JEWISH JOURNAL
Steven A. Rosenberg
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An Elul primer

Ben & Jerry’s is voluntarily cooperating 
with economic terrorism
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Ron Dermer, Israel’s for-
mer Ambassador to the United 
States (2013-2021) understands 
today what Ariel Sharon under-
stood before him (“A Startling 
Revelation: Some promi-
nent Jews classify Evangelical 
Christians as Israel’s saving 
grace,” by David M. Shribman, 
Jewish Journal, July 1). In the 
fall of 2002 Ariel Sharon told a 
group of evangelical tourists: “I 
tell you now, we love you. We 
love all of you.” 

Sharon and Dermer under-
stood the precarious existential 
situation that Israel has existed 
in since its founding. Friends 
have been few and far between. 
The evangelicals – much bet-
ter than many Jews in America 
– understand that the Jewish 

people, as the Old Testament 
makes clear, have only one 
foundational narrative: a return 
to Zion. While many liberal 
Jews in America today act as if 
Judaism is centered on a post 
Kabbalistic interpretation of tik-
kum olam, the evangelicals only 
see that Return to Zion as what 
Judaism is about. 

To those American Jews who 
would criticize Israel’s embrace 
of evangelical support, Mr. 
Shribman’s quotation from 
Jonathan Tobin is worth repeat-
ing: “... the idea that Jews who 
don’t believe in Christian theol-
ogy worry about what will hap-
pen after a theoretical return of 
Jesus is risible.”

Richard Sherman
Margate, Florida  

Anti-Semitism is intensifying 
not only in the United States. 
The situation in Europe is much 
more dangerous. It is a pity that 
the Israeli government is silent, 
the voice of world Jewish lead-
ers is virtually unheard of, even 
the Wiesenthal Institute or the 
Anti-Defamation League are 
silent. What’s going on?

Dr. Ronni Shaked
Jerusalem, Israel

This a powerful profile in 
courage and a profile in cow-

ardice for the bystanders. 
Tim Averill

Via email

I am just so grateful that this 
wonderful rabbi survived. It 
was inconceivable to watch. I 
prayed as well. 

Rebecca Landry
Via email

Our fathers are rolling over 
in their graves.

Wendy Levites
Via email 

Reader: Jews have only one foundational 
narrative, a return to Zion

Readers respond to stabbing of Boston rabbi

Donate online at www.jewishjournal.org,  
or mail your gift to The Jewish Journal,  
P.O. Box 2089, Salem, MA 01970,  
or call 978-745-4111.

Photo: Joshua Small/Shutterstock
Ben & Jerry’s announced that it would no longer sell ice cream in 
what they described as “the occupied Palestinian territories.” 

continued on page 5
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By David M. Shribman
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

Warning: A look at the 
results of the national 
survey of American 

Jews’ viewpoints conducted 
only weeks ago for the Jewish 
Electorate Institute may make 
your eyes glaze over.

Here are some of the find-
ings: Two-thirds of Jews expect 
to vote for a Democrat in next 
year’s midterm congressional 
elections. No surprise. Seven in 
10 Jews view Joe Biden favor-
ably. Of course they do. Eight of 
10 Jews view Donald J. Trump 
unfavorably. No great revela-
tion there. Seven in 10 feel it 
is important that the United 
States provide financial aid to 
Israel. Ho-hum.

And so on. 
But hold it. Keep going 

through those numbers. Explore 
a little further and the eyes that 
were glazing over suddenly will 
pop out. Can this be so: that 
one-quarter of American Jews 
believe Israel is an apartheid 
state?

Apartheid of course was a 
specific condition – the legal 
separation of the races in South 
Africa beginning in 1948 – the 
very year, it turns out, of Israeli 
independence. The word itself 
comes from the Afrikaans lan-
guage, growing out of the Dutch 
root “apart,” for “separate.” 

But since the end of formal 
apartheid more than a quarter-
century ago, the word has been 
employed more as metaphor 
than noun. Increasingly, the 
word has been used to describe 
the separation of Palestinians 
and Jewish Israelis.

For a long while the word 
was employed in a facile man-
ner, kind of as a critics’ arch 
shorthand to describe the sep-
arate worlds inhabited by the 
two groups and thus served as 
a cudgel to pour disgrace on 
Israel. But the term also has 
been encased in internation-

al law, originally in the 1973 
International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment 
of the Crime of Apartheid 
and then – 15 years later – in 
the 1998 Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court. 

This past spring, the word 
took on a more ominous mean-
ing.

First, in March, the Inter-
national Criminal Court began 
an investigation into whether 
apartheid exists in the broad 
region controlled by Israel. 
Then, only two weeks before the 
latest surge in Israeli-Palestinian 
violence, Human Rights Watch 
– an international organiza-
tion headquartered in New York 
that conducts research and 
advocacy on human rights – 
released “A Threshold Crossed,” 
a blistering 213-page report 
arguing that Israeli authorities 
were committing “the crimes 
against humanity of apartheid 
and persecution.” The applica-
tion of the emotionally loaded 
phrase “crimes against human-
ity” (summoning images of the 
Holocaust, where the principal 
victims were Jews) and “apart-
heid” (summoning images of a 
globally reviled social system 

of oppression, one condemned 
by Israel at the United Nations) 
was especially searing. 

“Laws, policies, and state-
ments by leading Israeli officials 
make plain that the objective of 
maintaining Jewish Israeli con-
trol over demographics, political 
power, and land has long guided 
government policy,” the report 
said. “In pursuit of this goal, 
authorities have dispossessed, 
confined, forcibly separated, 
and subjugated Palestinians by 
virtue of their identity to vary-
ing degrees of intensity.”

Supporters of Israel – a coun-
try that had voted to apply dip-
lomatic and economic sanc-
tions against South Africa in its 
apartheid period – were quick 
to find fault with Human Rights 
Watch, and Steven A. Cook, the 
columnist at “Foreign Policy,” 
acknowledged that while the 
report was “damning,” it seemed 
“unlikely to have much influ-
ence on the conflict between 
Israelis and Palestinians or on 
the Western powers that express 
an interest in ending it.”

Even so, the notion that 
Israel was imposing a stigma-
tized social system both stung 
— and stuck.

“There are a substantial 
number of younger Jews who 
accept that characterization,” 
said   Kenneth D. Wald, emeri-
tus professor of American 
Jewish Culture & Society at the 
University of Florida. “Many of 
them may not know what apart-
heid actually was. They don’t 
remember when there wasn’t an 
Israel, they don’t remember the 
Six-Day War. For them, Israel 
has always been the dominant 
power in the Middle East. They 
look at Israel as if it should be 
a liberal democracy, and it is 
not. It is an ethnic democracy. 
For a lot of American Jews and 
others, that is a different thing 
to accept.’’

But for a lot of Jews, it also 
is difficult to accept that Israel 
might not be true to its found-
ing ideals – ideals that are, to 
be sure, a Rorschach test, one 
where Americans in particular 
project their  democratic val-
ues onto the Jewish state. So 
the apartheid poll result is not 
out of sync with a separate poll 
question in which a third of the 
American Jewish respondents 
agreed that “Israel’s treatment 
of Palestinians is similar to rac-
ism in the United States.” Still, 
nearly two-thirds said they had 
an emotional attachment to 
Israel. 

The poll’s sponsor, the Jewish 
Electorate Institute, describes 
itself as “an independent, non-
partisan organization dedicated 
to deepening the public’s under-
standing of Jewish American 
participation in our democra-
cy,” but the Times of Israel char-
acterized it as “a group led by 
prominent Jewish Democrats.” 
One way or another, the report 
cannot be summarily dismissed 
at a time when American rela-
tions with Israel are in transition 
and when businesses such as 
Ben & Jerry’s, the ice-cream pur-
veyors, announce – as they did 
earlier this month – that they 
no longer will sell their con-
fections in the West Bank and 

East Jerusalem because they 
wanted to “end complicity in 
Israel’s occupation and abuses 
of Palestinian human rights.” 
Ben Cohen and Jerry Greenfield 
both are Jewish.

“There’s growing impatience 
among a certain segment of 
American Jews about the pol-
icy of the Israeli government, 
particularly the [Benjamin] 
Netanyahu government, which 
can be accused of violating the 
human rights of Palestinians,” 
said L. Sandy Maisel, the Colby 
College political scientist 
who was co-editor of “Jews in 
American Politics,’’ published in 
2001. (Disclosure: I contributed 
both the introduction and final 
chapter of that volume. Wald 
co-wrote a chapter.) 

“But,” Maisel continued, 
“that is very different from say-
ing that American Jews have lost 
their commitment to Israel.” 

Make no mistake. The 
Human Rights Watch report and 
the new poll results are a chal-
lenge for Israel and American 
Jews at a time when the Biden 
administration is shaping its 
Middle East policy and when 
tensions still smolder following 
the springtime violence.

“When the Jewish population 
becomes among the most vocal 
critics of Israel, you know it’s 
not a message problem,” said 
Frank I. Luntz, a prominent 
Republican pollster who has 
been involved in Israeli politics 
for decades. “This is a message 
crisis. But I can’t say I’m sur-
prised. The Israeli government 
has shown little concern about 
its image for years now.”

David M. Shribman, who 
teaches American politics at 
McGill University’s Max Bell 
School of Public Policy in 
Montreal, is executive editor 
emeritus of the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette. He led the newspaper’s 
coverage of the Tree of Life syna-
gogue shooting that won the 
Pulitzer Prize.

Israel accused of apartheid, and a quarter of American Jews agree

At Boston College, anti-Israeli activists have erected an eight-foot-
high wall during its annual “Peace, Not Apartheid Week.”

Ben & Jerry’s would not take 
any action to interfere with the 
Israeli franchisee’s activities in 
all of Israel – including Judea 
and Samaria. Therefore, violat-
ing these merger decision terms 
is considered a grave violation 
of Israeli Competition Law. 
Strum has concluded that it is 
prohibited to limit the license 
via limiting sales of ice cream, 
let alone terminate the con-
tract with the licensee in Israel 
without the Israeli Competition 
Authority’s approval which they 
do not have. Israel has sent a 
written notice to Ben & Jerry’s 
Global warning them that they 
are in violation of Israeli compe-
tition law and the terms of the 
2001 agreement.

Interestingly, B&J’s values, 
which they proudly articu-
late on their website, allow 
them to sell their ice cream 
in many other conflict zones 
worldwide, though the board 
has not announced any simi-
lar end of sales for other coun-
tries. Indeed, without ques-
tion, there is a unique focus 
on Israel.  Anuradha Mittal, 
chair of the independent board 
of directors for Ben & Jerry’s, 
retweeted that “The line about 
‘we will stay in Israel through a 

different arrangement’ was not 
authorized by the (Ben & Jerry’s) 
board.”  

I have been curious to see 
how Ben & Jerry’s decision will 
resonate with Israel’s many 
friends worldwide. So far, in the 
United States, five states are tak-
ing action in the U.S. – looking 
into potentially divesting from 
Unilever under their various 
state laws. In addition, anti-BDS 
laws are in 34 states, includ-
ing Rhode Island. Of these said 
states, 21 explicitly include 
Judea and Samaria as part of 
the boycott in their anti-boycott 
legislation. 

Ben & Jerry’s decision to boy-
cott Israel constitutes a surren-
der to ongoing aggressive belea-
guering by groups dedicated 
to the dismantling of the State 
of Israel. By giving in to these 
sundry groups, the company 
is voluntarily cooperating with 
economic terrorism, led by the 
BDS movement – an anti-Israel 
organization with antisemitic 
undertones. Ben & Jerry’s move 
is immoral and discriminatory 
as it singles out Israel, harms 
both Israelis and Palestinians 
and encourages extremist 
groups to continue and inten-
sify their aggressive tactics. The 

decision doesn’t promote peace, 
nor is it a solution to the con-
flict. On the contrary, the action 
strengthens organizations 
opposed to reconciliation and 
actively calls for the destruction 
of the State of Israel. The Israeli 
factory that Ben & Jerry’s is tar-
geting employs Jews, Arabs, 
Ethiopians, Ultra-Orthodox, 
refugees and other minorities. 

Ultimately, like the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, the case of 
Ben & Jerry’s boycott is much 
more complicated than meets 
the eye. Jobs of 160 diverse 

Israelis are on the line. But, 
when deciding to eat ice cream, 
it shouldn’t be because of 
politics. When it comes to my 
household, well before the boy-
cott, our dog Doobi professed a 
long time ago that he is not a fan 
of Ben & Jerry’s, and as always in 
our household, he gets the final 
say. So you won’t find B&J in our 
freezer. 

Ambassador Meron Reuben 
is the Consul General of Israel to 
New England.

Ben & Jerry’s is voluntarily cooperating with economic terrorism
from page 4

Photo: Flash90
A Ben & Jerry’s factory near Kiryat Malakhi. 

Photo: Israeli-American Council (IAC) 
The Israeli-American Council flew a banner over Ben & Jerry’s fac-
tory and global headquarters in South Burlington, Vermont, reading 
“Serve Ice Cream, Not Hate” on July 23, 2021. 
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former Soviet Union who for-
merly lived in Israel, answered 
in Hebrew, with Shaloh House 
Director Rabbi Dan Rodkin 
translating. 

“Baruch Hashem (Thank 
God),” the rabbi responded.

“He said, ‘Thank God’ he’s 
feeling better and is slowly 
recovering from the attack” said 
Rodkin.

When Rollins was asked if 
Awad might face more seri-
ous charges in Superior Court, 
she said, “We have, I believe 
right now, nine charges that are 
pending, seven of which are fel-
onies, two are misdemeanors, 
and as you know, in our system, 
most of our serious felonies are 
indicted up to Superior Court, 
but we have charged this indi-
vidual we believe with some 
serious felonies and are going 
to continue our investigation to 
see if there is anything addition-
ally that we will add.” 

Days after the initial court 
hearing, prosecutors added two 
hate crime charges in addition 
to those in connection to the 
July 1 attack.

During the earlier hearing in 
which civil rights charges were 
brought, prosecutors outlined 
what detectives learned about 
Awad, a native of Egypt who had 
been a student living in Florida 
before coming to Massachusetts 
in February. Suffolk Assistant 
District Attorney Margaret 
Hegarty said in court investi-
gators learned from those who 
knew Awad he was particularly 
intolerant and harsh when it 
came to his opinion of Jews. It 
was reported Awad was seen 
acting suspiciously near the 
Shaloh House the day before 
the attack.

When asked how the 
rabbi was doing, Rodkin said, 
Noginski was going to the doc-
tor, taking medications and feel-
ing better. “And he completely 
trusts our legal system, he’s very 
thankful to the American court 
system,” Rodkin said.

Rodkin said Noginski was 
“very thankful to the commu-
nity,” for its prayers and sup-
port, including letters and good 
wishes from neighbors, and the 
local, national and international 
community.

Rollins said she felt humbled 
to be in Noginski’s presence.

“He’s alive, he’s one of the 
most interesting people and 
resilient men I have had the 
pleasure of meeting,” Rollins 
said. “I think we have a lot to 
learn from this man and this 
beautiful religion of just having 
faith and not fearing evil.”

Noginski said it was very 
important that when we see 
darkness and evil, the best 
response is to display more 
kindness to balance the world. 
When asked if he was able to 
process the attack, Noginski 
said through Rodkin: “My faith 
and trust in God helps me to be 
strong.”

A fundraiser has been set up 
in Noginski’s name on the web-
site of the Shaloh House, www.
shaloh.org, seeking to raise 
$500,000 to help Noginski with 
his dream of opening a Jewish 
Educational Center in Brighton 
as a response to the attack. A 
sponsor is matching all dona-
tions up to $500,000 with the 
goal of purchasing a building to 
serve as the center.

As of this week, nearly 
$122,000 had been raised. 

Hate
from page 1
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By Bette Keva
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

NEWTON – What makes a 
Jewish community rally together 
to save a woman fleeing for her 
life for fighting for LGBTQ rights 
in her native Uganda? It was 
almost with one voice, one out-
stretched hand that members 
of Newton’s Temple Emanuel 
reached out to a stranger the rab-
bis met in a jail cell in the Suffolk 
County House of Corrections in 
2018. 

Senior Rabbi Wes Garden-
swartz and Rav Hazzan Aliza 
Berger went to the jail on March 
19, 2018 to speak to a detainee 
who might benefit from a cleri-
cal visit. As they waited in the 
visiting room, a guard went to 
the cold, tiny cell that housed 
Qwin Mbabazi to tell her she had 
visitors. Knowing nobody in the 
country, she assumed the worst: 
That she was being deported.  

If sent home, Mbabazi would 
be hunted down by mobs for 
her leading role as an LGBTQ 
activist in Uganda, where homo-
sexuality is punishable by death. 
She had given an interview to a 
gay magazine and ended up on 
the cover as a lesbian advocate. 
She had been eager to give “our 
side of the story” since that was 
never told. 

“I have a relationship with 
my partner since 2012. I wanted 
us to be visible so other young 
couples could be inspired. I was 
not flaunting it,” she said. And 
yet, she became a top target of 
homophobic hatred. 

The mainstream media 
“twisted the story,” said Mbabazi, 

to make it seem as though her 
aim was to spread lesbianism in 
the country. She and her partner 
had to go underground, couldn’t 
take public transportation, and 
had to move in with friends. “It 
was almost like mob justice, trig-
gering people to be homopho-
bic,” said Mbabazi. 

With the urgent plea of fam-
ily members who feared for her 
life, Mbabazi boarded a plane in 
Kampala, arriving in Boston in 
March 2018. The moment she 
declared to U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection officers that 
she wanted to apply for asylum, 
she was detained, put in ankle 
and wrist chains, and transported 
from Logan Airport to the Suffolk 
County Jail (South Bay), where 
she was placed in a holding area 
with 18 other immigrant women. 
Many of them had just been sep-

arated from their children, and 
the sobbing was nonstop.

When the visitors arrived, 
Mbabazi was wary, but also 
relieved to get out of her cell.

“I went into that room and 
met Wes and Aliza,” she recalled. 
“When they told me they were 
rabbis, I didn’t know what a 
rabbi was. They asked me to tell 
them my story and then they 
told me they’d visit me every 
week. I didn’t believe them,” said 
Mbabazi as tears flowed from 
her eyes. “They visited me every 
week. I didn’t think they’d be 
back. I can’t pray. I was in such a 
bad point in my faith. I couldn’t 
even find the will to pray.

“We talked about God. I was a 
broken woman.  The year before, 
I’d lost my sister. I had run for 
my life out of Uganda. I was 
grieving the loss of my sister, my 
home. Wes told me I should have 
faith and I said, ‘How, when I’m 
locked up in a cell?’ 

“I was an empty vessel when 
they met me. They were breath-
ing life into me … these strang-
ers.”

When they came the second 
week, Gardenswartz and Berger 
told Mbabazi they had lawyers 
for her asylum case. A Temple 
Emanuel member who is a 
partner in the Boston law firm 
of Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, 
Glovsky, and Popeo put the rab-
bis in touch with the firm’s robust 
pro-bono department, and a 
team of lawyers dove into her 
case as time was of the essence.   

Alexander Roan worked with 
senior associates to draft the 
asylum application.

“It’s hundreds and hundreds 

of pages,” Roan said. “Qwin [pro-
nounced Queen] had to relive 
the hardest days of her life in 
helping us prepare her asylum 
application. It has to be hashed 
and rehashed and put before 
immigration court to show the 
basis of her fear of persecution 
in her home country.

“She had to go on the stand 
for examination and cross-
examination by the attorney for 
the government who tried to 
undermine her story. 

“This is someone who was 
fighting for the good in the 
world. To see her in the [U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services] jumpsuit and hand-
cuffs was personally madden-
ing. It gave us ammunition to 
keep fighting every day.”  

Ultimately, the team succeed-
ed, and Mbabazi was granted 
asylum and released from jail on 
June 6, 2018. “That was a great 
day,” said Roan.  A couple of days 
later, she marched in Boston’s 
Pride Parade, and continued her 
fight for LGBTQ human rights. 
“It blew me away,” said Roan.

While the attorneys were 
working on her asylum case, 
Temple Emanuel members were 
creating a spreadsheet with all 
the things Mbabazi would need 
when she got out of jail. Temple 
members lined up volunteers to 
take on tasks. Of the seven fami-
lies who offered her into their 
homes until she got on her feet, 
Mbabazi chose Rick Bankhead, 
67, and his partner, Kemper 
Thompson, 50, who lived near 
the temple.

People gave her rides, picked 
her up, paid for a phone, invited 

her to lunch and museums, and 
to speak at events.  

“I have been very home-
sick, but I have my Jewish 
kingdom here,” said Mbabazi. 
Gardenswartz gave her a fob to 
the temple so she could walk in 
any time “like it was my mother’s 
home,” she said.

A Newton home goods pantry 
called Welcome Home, founded 
and comprised of Jewish board 
members, brought Mbabazi into 
their facility where she chose lin-
ens, dishes, clothing, appliances 
– everything she would need for 
a home when she would strike 
out on her own. 

“We got her an apartment. We 
filled it with everything and real-
ly made her house a home,” said 
board member Jordana Alford.

With the help of temple 
members, she gravitated to 
Boston-based GLAD (GLBTQ 
Legal Advocates & Defenders), 
where she is now the communi-
ty engagement manager.Temple 
Emanuel, with 1,400 members, 
showed that it is a welcoming, 
diverse synagogue. 

“We’ve supported two immi-
grants since Qwin came,” said 
Berger. “We worked with an 
immigrant from Rwanda who 
lived with one of our families, 
a 17-year-old immigrant stayed 
with temple members and, 
before Qwin arrived, a temple 
family hosted Syrian immigrants. 

“Helping people is more than 
just an obligation. It’s not just for 
the other person. Giving is deep-
ly meaningful for us. It makes us 
stronger. Looking back at his-
tory, we are only here because 
others have done this for us.”

Qwin Mbabazi with puppy Benny 
at Thompson and Bankhead’s 
home.

A Newton temple rallies to free Ugandan woman who wins asylum 
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By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

Here’s the story of a lovely lady 
named Shelby Chapper who was 
bringing up two boys and a girl. 

It’s also the story of a man named Todd 
Pierce who was busy with two sons and 
a daughter of his own.

Despite the worldwide pandemic cri-
sis, it’s the story of how this group some-
how formed a family, and the way they 
became the Pierce Bunch.

In what was a second marriage for 
each, Chapper-Pierce, the engagement 
and program coordinator for Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead, wed Pierce, a 
Swampscott police officer, a little over a 
year ago on July 18, 2020. 

Like many other weddings that have 
taken place during COVID-19, theirs was 
held in Chapper-Pierce’s backyard in 
Beverly with 50 guests in person and 150 
on Facebook Live.

“We nicknamed ourselves the Brady 
Bunch, because he has three kids and 
I have three kids, and it’s exactly three 
girls and three boys, except we call our-
selves the Pierce Bunch,” said Chapper-
Pierce, who said the name has caught on 
with friends. 

And, the newly formed Pierce Bunch 
played a big part in the wedding, with 
Chapper-Pierce’s daughter, Gabrielle 
Wickeri, 14, as maid of honor; Kylie 
Pierce, 21, and Maddie Pierce, 16, acting 
as best women; Zack Pierce, 18, serv-
ing as groomsman; and Matt Stosez, 28, 
and Jeremy Stosez, 25, walking the bride 
down the aisle. 

“We both have been through this 
before,” Chapper-Pierce said. “This time 
was I think what made it special was the 
kids.”

The Pierce Bunch’s matchmaker was 

Heather Greenberg. Greenberg’s son 
and Todd Pierce’s son played hockey 
together, while Greenberg and Chapper-
Pierce work together at Temple Emanu-
El, Greenberg in the religious school. 
(She also is the director of KinderCamp 
at the Jewish Community Center in 
Marblehead.)

The couple first met in December 
2017. 

“You know, we’ve both been married 
before, we took it very slow,” Chapper-
Pierce said. They would date “here and 
there.”

“And then I went to Israel with the 
rabbi,” she said of the small group trip 
Temple Emanu-El Rabbi David Meyer 
hosted in February 2018 that included 
Chapper-Pierce’s daughter, “and when 
I was gone for that two weeks in Israel, 
communication was very limited, he said 
that’s when he knew, when I was gone,” 
Chapper-Pierce said.

Her trip made Pierce realize he want-
ed to take things to the next level.

“‘I don’t want to do this casual thing 
anymore,’” Chapper-Pierce said Pierce 
told her. “Absence makes the heart grow 

fonder.”
Both country music fans, they got 

engaged on a trip to Nashville with Pierce 
proposing in December 2019. Gabrielle 
had her bat mitzvah in October, and 
Pierce delayed his proposal to avoid tak-
ing away from her special day.

Chapper-Pierce had been adopted at 
birth, and three weeks after her daugh-
ter’s bat mitzvah, a biological sister of 
hers contacted her out of the blue. “All of 
a sudden I had this whole background of 
siblings and a story and everything else,” 
she said.

The trip to Nashville had already been 
planned, but Pierce decided to loop in 
her sister, who had arranged to travel 
six hours from Ohio to meet Chapper-
Pierce for the first time. The day after 
the meeting, Pierce popped the ques-
tion, having brought Chapper-Pierce’s 
sister into the planning of the proposal. 
Pierce got down on one knee during a 
country music comedy bus tour through 
Nashville, after singing some karaoke.

“It was like a whirlwind of a trip,” 
Chapper-Pierce said.  

Knowing they didn’t want a long 
engagement, they planned to get mar-
ried in the summer of 2020 aboard the 
Schooner Thomas E. Lannon out of 
Gloucester during a sunset cruise with 
friends and family. 

Then, the COVID-19 pandemic ship-
wrecked their plans. Instead of delaying 
their nuptials, they decided to roll with it.

“We just went with the backyard wed-
ding and said, ‘It’s not our first time at the 
rodeo.’ It’s really about the ceremony, it’s 
not really about all the fanfare, and you 
know, everything else, and we said, ‘We 
are just going to go through with it.’” 

Jon Nelson, the temple’s music direc-
tor, officiated and Rabbi Meyer came as 
a guest. 

Wedding blends two families of three kids each into the Pierce Bunch

Shelby Chapper’s and Todd Pierce’s wedding in July 2020 created a Brady Bunch-like 
family combination.



Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

Weddings
Baby Namings
Bnei Mitzvah

Interfaith Ceremonies
Funerals/Unveilings

Shivah Services

call 401-486-0110
or email eadler3@cox.net

Rabbi Ethan Adler

for all your lifecyle services

RABBI AT YOUR ‘SERVICE’

Casual Daytime WearCasual Daytime Wear
to Black Tie Party Wearto Black Tie Party Wear

COME SEE… WHAT’S NEW!

Sizzling, Summer 

Sale!*

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA ~ 781-289-3672
By Appointment   |   Entrance at Rear of House 

* Prior purchases & special orders excluded. Selected merchandise.
Extraordinary, Contemporary  
Clothing for Today’s Woman

Selma’sSelma’s

 Weddings - Bar/Bat MitzvahsWeddings - Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Showers - AnniversariesShowers - Anniversaries
Engagements & More!Engagements & More!

Pamper Yourself 
For Your Wedding Day

HYDRAFACIAL & EUROPEAN FACIALS 

MASSAGE THERAPY ~ NAILS

WAXING ~ BROW & LASH TINTING 

FX-SPRAY TAN

123 Pleasant St. (at Warwick Place) ~ Marblehead, MA
www.lovedayspamarblehead.com ~ (781) 631-5683

Hours: Monday - Saturday 9am-5pm (later by appointment)  

catering by  
tevya

A division of Larry Levine’s Kosher Meats & Deli

Relax & enjoy youR own PaRty
Munching, lunching & Dining

we Do it all! Full SeRvice cateRing

For information, please call Todd Levine:

978-535-6449
www.levineskoshermkt.com

Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of MA

V More than 30 years of experience
V Adaptable to every event style 

V Classically elegant or  
contemporary – always creative

V Most importantly,  
ask any of our clients

THE PARTY 
SPECIALIST

WE ARE STILL IN BUSINESS 
AND LOOKING FORWARD  

TO PLANNING GREAT  
PARTIES FOR YOU  

AGAIN SOON.
Wishing good health  
to all our customers  

and friends.
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“It was the first time Jon 
was doing a wedding and hav-
ing the rabbi watch,” Chapper-
Pierce said. 

Since she coordinates events 
for the temple, which had been 
closed down for much of last 
year, and knowing related busi-
nesses were hurting, she tried 
to keep the same vendors she 
had booked for the canceled 
sunset cruise, including Boston 
DJ and MC Mike Connors of 
Pure Energy Entertainment of 
Peabody; Christopher’s Café 
and Catering in Lynn; and 
Lumiere Lauren Floral Studio 
and Boutique in Marblehead, 
which provided flowers and 
decorations for the chuppah.

Because COVID restrictions 
had been loosened, they were 
able to have 50 guests in per-
son and 150 people watch-

ing on Facebook Live, with 
some relatives watching from 
as far away as California. For 
some people in the backyard, 
it was the first time they had 
been around others in quite 
a while.

It also turns out, the major-
ity of people on Facebook Live 
were temple congregants.

“The temple community 
really wanted to be a part of 
it,” Chapper-Pierce said.

In a sign that this was truly 
becoming a blended fam-
ily, they performed a sand 
ceremony with their six chil-
dren. Each chose a vial of col-
ored sand, and poured it into 
a glass frame, one by one. 
On the glass frame, it read: 
“Together we make a family,” 
with the date of the wedding.  

“Everybody loved that 
sand ceremony bringing the 
kids into it,” Chapper-Pierce 
said. 

They have yet to take 
their honeymoon, she said, 
but they plan to set sail on a 
cruise in December. 

Shelby Chapper stands with Todd Pierce, middle, flanked by their six children at the couple’s COVID-19 
backyard wedding on July 18, 2020. 

http://www.bler.com
mailto:info@bler.com
mailto:eadler3@cox.net
http://www.lovedayspamarblehead.com
http://www.levineskoshermkt.com
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Complimentary consultation by appointment
Visit our showroom offices in Marblehead and Martha’s Vineyard

781-631-6603 ✦ donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Event Planner 
and 

Designer

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

From casual to the most elegant…
Parties for all occasions

FOR A WEDDING  
TO REMEMBER...  

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!

LET LOVE
SWEEP YOU OFF

YOUR FEET

429 WASHINGTON ST • DOWNTOWN CROSSING
617.542.3902 • www.ebhorn.com

 RABBI ETHAN ADLER

I am currently the rabbi at Congregation Beth David in 
Narragansett, R.I., and guest rabbi at Sharah Zedek in Westerly, 

R.I. In addition to leading services, I perform Jewish life cycle events 
including baby naming, bar/bat mitzvot, funerals and weddings – 
both Jewish and interfaith.

I was born in Israel and moved to the United States when I was 
a young teenager. I graduated the University of Rhode Island with a 
bachelor’s degree and received a master’s degree from Rhode Island 
College. I earned a certificate in thanatology from Bristol Community 
College and a certificate in gerontology from Rhode Island College.

In the past I served as the teacher and education director in 
various Hebrew schools and synagogues in the Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts areas. I also served as summer chaplain at Camp 
Yawgoog for Scouts. In addition to my temple responsibilities, I teach 
a variety of social science courses at the University of Rhode Island 
and Bristol Community College in Massachusetts. 

I would love to help you plan and officiate your life cycle events. 
I focus on creating ceremonies that are engaging, embracing and 
informative, celebrated with a personalized touch.

Contact me at eadler3@cox.net, or call 401-486-0110.

THE BAYSIDE OF NAHANT

Since 1992, the Bayside has had the pleasure of hosting countless 
numbers of weddings and family gatherings. We pride ourselves 

on our customer service to make sure each individual customer 
is extremely satisfied with their special event. With our cathedral 
ceilings, alabaster chandeliers, soft room colors and 26 large 
windows facing the beautiful Atlantic Ocean, our location can’t be 
beat! Oh, and did I mention the Boston skyline is our backdrop? 
Whether you host a day or evening event, the ocean and skyline 
views are sure to impress all that attend. 

We offer all-inclusive wedding packages, as well as an array of 
menus to satisfy any family gathering. We accommodate groups 
from 75 up to 200 guests. We welcome you to browse our website or 
come take a tour of our facility and see what we can do for you. 

With many thanks to our customers who have come repeatedly 
to celebrate life’s big moments, we are grateful and look forward to 
seeing you back real soon!

The Bayside of Nahant is located at One Range Road, Nahant. Visit 
baysidefunctions.com or call 781-592-3080.

BLER TRAVEL

Bler Travel is a full service travel agency that has been in the 
Brookline area for over 25 years. Our expertise makes us the “go 

to” agency for all your travel needs. The traveler gets full support 
before, during and after the trip. This service is unique as you 
usually do not get this level of service when you book a trip online. 

Our team of professionals cater to your needs and take care of all 
the details of your trip. We continually exceed your expectations and 
stay within your budget for flights, vacations, cruises, honeymoons, 
bar or bat mitzvah trips, family tours of Israel, family reunions and 
more. We will never disappoint you. We continually receive high 
praises on our expertise and knowledge, and our clients come back 
year after year. Reach out to us for your next trip!

Bler Travel is located at 45 Bartlett Crescent Road, Brookline. Visit 
BlerTravel.com, email us at info@bler.com, or call us at 617-738-0500.

BRUCE SILVERLIEB,  
THE PARTY SPECIALIST

For more than 39 years, the team at Bruce Silverlieb, The Party 
Specialist, has been creating outstanding events for our hosts 

and hostesses. It has been exciting to help them transform concepts 
into reality. Excellence in menu planning, food preparation, 
stunning presentation and unbeatable professional service are 
our hallmarks. Our food is always delicious – old favorites and 
cutting-edge new selections – all designed to make an event 
exceptional. Our reputation speaks for itself, but as a recent client 
wrote, “Many guests told me it was the best food they ever had at 
a wedding. Your attention to every detail was noted. You and your 
staff were all a pleasure to work with and you will receive our highest 
recommendation.” Our reputation speaks for itself, but, better yet, 
speak with any of our clients.

Visit thepartyspecialist.com or call 781-592-0988. 

CATERING BY TEVYA

Be a guest at your own party! We have an excellent reputation for 
quality and service to help make your simcha a special occasion. 

Catering By Tevya provides elegant kosher catering for bar and 
bat mitzvahs, weddings, seders, Shabbat dinners and all kinds of 
social functions. We are continually updating our menus and enjoy 
meeting with our clients to personally design a menu to meet your 
needs for your special day. We are under the strict supervision of the 
Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Massachusetts. 

Visit our website at levineskoshermkt.com. Contact us at 978-535-
6449 for more information. 

DONNA KAGAN’S ELEGANT TOUCH

For 41 years, Donna has helped families and corporations create 
unique parties. Growing up in the kosher catering business gave 

her a bird’s-eye view of what people want. She decided to use her 
knowledge and business degree from Boston University to establish 
a company she could operate out of her home. At the time, her 
children were young and this made perfect sense. Donna can furnish 
caterers, photographers, bands, designer linens, florists, props, 
themes and lighting. She can orchestrate an entire event or just some 
pieces of it, depending on her customers wishes and budget.

Sponsored content

mailto:donna.eltouch@gmail.com
http://www.ebhor
mailto:eadler3@cox.net
mailto:info@bler.com


“My primary concern is always the happiness of my client.”
Donna promises to make your event not only memorable, but hassle-free. Be they the mother of the 

bride or the CEO of a major corporation, Donna makes them feel like a guest at their own affair. 
Creating an innovative theme for a client is a special skill Donna brings to her work.  When people 

want something different, she will work to create an entire environment for them. “There is nothing 
I can’t do, don’t have or can’t get.  I guarantee my clients will be amazed at how easy I can make their 
occasions memorable. I seek perfection and I love what I do,” Donna said.

Experience the best with Donna Kagan, an event planner who makes the greatest parties … from 
casual to the most elegant.

Call 781-631-6603 or email donna.eltouch@gmail.com.

E.B. HORN

When Edwin B. Horn founded the E.B. Horn Company in 1839, it was a far different world. But after 
183 years under our iconic blue and white awning at 429 Washington St., we’ve seen so much 

change and so much stay the same. Although horse and buggies turned to automobiles and planes now 
soar in the sky, when you step inside our jewelry store you’ll discover that our rich history of quality, 
service and value has remained untouched. We still offer one of the largest selections of diamonds, 
jewelry and watches in all of New England. Our name became synonymous with Boston engagement 
rings, as well as a large estate and vintage jewelry department.

No matter the piece or purpose, whether you want to buy jewelry or sell jewelry, we want to make 
your shopping experience the best it can be. That’s the attitude that we’ve had for 180 years and we’re 
happy to see it’s worked all this time. With a legacy built on tradition, service and value it’s no wonder 
customers make E.B. Horn their family jewelry store generation after generation. 

E.B.Horn is located at 429 Washington St., Boston. Visit ebhorn.com or call 617-542-3902.

EVAN’S NEW YORK STYLE DELI

At Evan’s Deli, we understand everything that goes into planning an event. We pay close attention 
to detail so you don’t have to. Our fantastic staff makes the planning easy for you. Each of our 

custom-designed catering platters is served on decorative trays and bowls, and we provide all the plates, 
napkins, and serving utensils necessary for your event. We strive to provide the freshest food for you 
and your guests. Whether your event is an elaborate wedding celebration, corporate meeting, or cozy 
backyard party, you will be sure to receive quality service and premium food from Evan’s.

Call Evan today to let him handle the stress at your next event so you don’t have to. Once you come in 
we know you will keep coming back!

Evan’s Deli is located at 252 Humphrey St., Marblehead. Visit evansnewyorkstyledeli.com or call 781-
631-DELI.

GIBLEES

Giblees has been providing the finest of menswear and personalized service in the New England 
area for more than 50 years. From casual to formal, Giblees offers one of the largest inventories 

and selections of men’s designer clothing in all of New England. The unique merchandise is chosen 
from around the world and is not commonly found in a typical men’s store. Giblees carries an extensive 
selection of designer brands including Canali, Giorgio Armani, Zanella, Peter Millar, etc. The service is 
just as upscale as the clothing. All our sales associates have extensive fashion knowledge and have been 
trained to help customers choose items that best meet their style and budget requirements and, while 
there, you may run into a sports personality as many well known sports figures frequent the store such 
as Gronk and other Patriots players. 

Giblees is located at 85 Andover St. (Route 114), Danvers. Visit giblees.com or call 978-774-4080.

ISRAEL BOOK SHOP

The Israel Book Shop has serviced the Greater Boston Jewish community for over 60 years. Our 
friendly and knowledgable staff is available to help with your wedding needs. Whether choosing a 

ketubah, renting a chuppah, sizing up a new tallit, engraving your 
name on a sparkling kiddush cup or just setting up your new Jewish 
home, the IBS is the place to go.

Israel Book Shop is located at 410 Harvard St., Brookline.  
Visit israelbookshop.com or call 617-566-7113 or 800-323-7723.
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RHEA 
SIMON
Vocalist & Pianist

Specializing in 
Jazz, Show Tunes,

Jewish & Israeli Music

H (978) 685-6464
C (978) 857-9989

85 Andover Street, Rt. 114 
Danvers  978 774 4080 
giblees.com

COME IN ONCE, YOU’LL BE A CUSTOMER FOR LIFE! 

WEDDING SUIT 
PACKAGES 

Suit purchase packages 
starting at $269.

continued on page 12
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One Range Road, Nahant, MA   |   781.592.3080   |   www.baysidefunctions.com

Are you looking for a unique location for your next big function?

Enjoy our ocean front location with sparkling views of Boston at night.
Elegant and Affordable Functions Since 1992

Weddings  •  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs  •  Sweet 16s  •  Proms  •  Showers  •  Birthdays  •  Anniversaries
Retirements  •  Family & Class Reunions  •  Graduations  •  Many Packages & Menus available

Call to arrange your visit today. Ask about our all-inclusive wedding packages. 
Select 2022 dates available for your wedding or event. 

4 Lake St., Peabody | 978-535-5335 | zuckerfoods.com
Sun 7 – 12 • Mon & Tues 7 – 1 • Wedn 7 – 4 • Thurs & Fri 7 – 5 

non dairy 
certified 

kosher mk

ANNOUNCING!!!!!
~ muffin mondays ~

~ tasting tuesdays ~
stop by and taste our new pastries featuring:

• The Blueberry Pie Muffin
• The Apple Pie Muffin 
• Blueberry Tea Loaf

Limited Time Tastings! 
Mondays & Tuesdays 
through August 31, 2021

Hours:
Mon – Sat

10am – 4pm

552 Washington Street, 
Canton

781 828 7847
www.touchofklass.net

Our boutique is your #1
source for all 
your special 
occasion wear.

Touch of Klass

Larger sizes
are our specialty.
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JOSEPH GANN JEWELERS

Located in Boston’s Downtown Crossing for 88 years, Joseph 
Gann Jewelers is a full service destination for all your fine 

jewelry needs. Engagement rings and wedding bands are their 
specialty. With the largest inventory of loose diamonds and 
gemstones, Gann’s will create the classic timeless ring you have 
been looking for. If unique is your thing, Gann custom creates that 
one of a kind piece. Their designers will create for you a CAD design 
and show you that the possibilities are endless. They use the finest 
materials: platinum, white gold, yellow gold, even rose gold, and the 
diamonds in their settings are of the highest quality.

Many of their designs are vintage-inspired, including diamond 
halos, hand set micro-pavé and French cut diamond settings, as 
well as hand engraved bands. In fact, they have one of the finest 
selections of vintage jewelry being in business so long. From the 
1920’s and 30’s through the 1970’s, Joseph Gann appreciates the fine 
details and uniqueness in each piece.

In addition to jewelry, Gann’s has the largest selection of fine 
tableware in the area. Whether you are looking to start a bridal 
registry or give your kitchen that special update, you will find 
hundreds of patterns on display for the right look for your home.

Joseph Gann Jewelers is located at 387 Washington St., 4th Floor, 
Boston. Visit josephgann.com or call 617-426-4932.

KAPPY’S ON CALL

We invite you to take advantage of Kappy’s experience and 
pricing for your wedding, corporate event, or private 

functions. As a complete beverage planning service, Kappy’s On Call 
makes small and large events more enjoyable for everyone.

Whether your next party is at home, a business location or 
function facility, you’ll be glad you asked Kappy’s On Call to provide 
the beverages!

Contact us at 781-395-8888 ext. 3 or by email at oncall@ 
kappys.com to get started, or stop by one of our locations on the North 
Shore (Danvers, Peabody, Malden) to speak with a team member. 

LOVE DAY SPA

Love Day Spa in Marblehead is a beautiful calming and 
comfortable space. Our expert therapists each have over 30 

years’ experience to attend to your every need and ensure that you 
are relaxed and refreshed for the big day – from relaxing massages 
and revitalizing facials, to manicure and pedicure, sunless tanning 
and waxing services. We offer over 50 indulgences to get you picture-
perfect for the big day.

Schedule a full day of pampering services, or why not consider 
turning your day-of preparations into a three-day decadent 
experience, spreading out the routine to avoid the wedding-day rush.

We are conveniently located on the ground floor at Warwick 
Place, 123 Pleasant St., Marblehead, with plenty of parking in our 
dedicated lot. 

Visit us online LoveDaySpaMarblehead.com or call us at 781-631-
5683 for more information.”

PEAK EVENT SERVICES

PEAK Event Services is New England’s trusted event and tent 
rental partner, offering the region’s most expansive rental 

inventory. From backyard parties to large-scale ballroom bashes, 
we have everything needed to create the ultimate event, including 
linen, dishware, tables, chairs, furniture, accent décor and more. 
With our selection of specialty rentals, like colored glassware, 
marquee lighting, customizable Versa Bars and Tables, as well as 
luxury lounge furniture, clients have the ability to transform their 
event space into a unique and unforgettable celebration.

Whether our clients want to host their event outdoors or expand 
their event space to accommodate additional guests, we have a vast 
selection of tent rentals available—from beautiful sailcloth tents, to 
sleek and versatile structure tents. As experts in our industry, we’re 
able to offer custom-tailored solutions to fit any size, location and 
scope project, giving our clients the ability to create an exclusive, 
one-of-a-kind event experience for their guests.

With showroom locations in Woburn, Boston and Stoughton, cli-
ents can schedule an in-person appointment to view rental offerings 
and even create a mock-up of their event. Our experienced event 
rental consultants can assist with product selection, creating design 
boards to bring an event vision to life, and draft rental quotes based 
on event specifics. Can’t make it into the showroom? Clients can 
pick their favorite rental pieces and receive a quote on our website. 

To schedule an appointment, call 833-888-PEAK, or visit our 
website at peakeventservices.com.

POLCARI’S

Have your next party or special event at Polcari’s. Authentic 
Italian dishes from chicken parmesan to pasta, pizza, calzones, 

salads, the options are endless. An intimate bridal or baby shower, 
rehearsal dinner or anniversary, Polcari’s will transform to fit the 
tastes of even the most discerning event hosts.

Visit us at Polcaris.com or call us in Saugus or Woburn to book 
your next event.

RHEA SIMON, VOCALIST & PIANIST

Rhea Simon has been entertaining at parties for many years. She 
is an accomplished singer and has a BFA in Music Theatre from 

Syracuse University. 
Rhea started her professional career at 16, as a singer/dancer at 

Opryland, USA in her hometown of Nashville. She now captivates 
audiences all over the country, performing songs from the Great 

from page 11

http://www.touchofklass.net
http://www.baysidefunctions.com


252 Humphrey St.  u  Marblehead  u  781-631-DELI (3354)  u  www.evansnewyorkstyledeli.com
Hours: Mon 10am-5pm  u  Tues-Fri 8am-5pm  u  Sat 7:30am-5pm  u  Sun 7:30am-1pm

EEVANVAN’s’s
NEW YORK STYLE DELINEW YORK STYLE DELI

DELI PLATTER includes:  Roast Beef, Corned Beef, Turkey Breast, Potato Salad, 
Cole Slaw, Pickles, Bread & Rolls & Condiments ~ $12.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)

FISH PLATTER includes:  Nova Lox, Whitefish Salad, Muenster Cheese, Assorted Bagels, 
Plain & Chive Cream Cheese (other cheeses upon request), Tomatoes, Cucumbers, 

Red Onions & Capers ~ $13.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)

PARTY PLATTERS FOR EVERY OCCASION!PARTY PLATTERS FOR EVERY OCCASION!

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
F I N E  C H I N E S E  C U I S I N E

“Remember  
Su Chang’s for all  

your special events”
We can accommodate 2 to 200

Come visit us and enjoy authentic Chinese food. 
Take-out is always available.  

Temporarily closed on Mondays.

SUN, TUE-THURS 11:30am-10pm  •  FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials: TUE-FRI (Hours may vary)

TEL 978-531-3366  •  FAX 978-531-3060
373 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA  •  www.suchangspeabody.com

www.israelbookshop.com • info@israelbookshop.com

Israel Book Shop
Come to the ISRAEL BOOK SHOP

or order online
for all your wedding ceremony needs
KETUBOT ~ KIPOT ~ CHUPPAH RENTALS 
WINE CUPS ~ BREAKABLE GLASS CUPS 

MUSIC ~ TALITOT & PERSONALIZED BAGS
curbside pickup available

410 Harvard Street, Brookline, MA 02446 
617-566-7113  •  1-800-323-7723

Open Sunday-Thursday 10am-5pm ~ Friday 10am-2pm
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American Songbook and Broadway stage.
Besides performing at parties, Rhea delights 

listeners at clubs and venues such as The Club 
Cafe and Sculler’s in Boston and the Colonial Inn 
in Concord.

Contact Rhea at 978-857-9989.

SALEM TROLLEY

Since 1982, Salem Trolley has set the standard 
for sightseeing tours and exceptional 

transportation north of Boston. Whether you’re 
planning a personal ceremony or corporate 
gathering, count on the Salem Trolley to transport 
your guests in style, comfort, and grace.

We can and have provided quality transporta-
tion for every event imaginable. For weddings, 
bar/bat mitzvahs, birthday parties, parades, fam-
ily reunions, proms and school events, let us help 
make your event memorable, safe, and stress-free.

We have special pricing for school groups, 
including proms and sporting events. We work with 
local schools for historical tours of Salem along 
with transportation to sporting events. Our fleet of 
trolleys can accommodate 30-38 passengers.

Salem Trolley has won the BONS (Best of 
North Shore) Award several times. We work with 
Destination Salem, Salem Chamber of Commerce, 
Marblehead Chamber of Commerce and the North 
of Boston Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Salem Trolley is located at 8 Central St., Salem. 
Visit SalemTrolley.com or call 978-744-5469.

SELMA’S DRESS SHOPPE

Selma’s Dress Shoppe was started by Selma in 
1948, and in 1973, her daughter Lauralee was 

excited to continue her mother’s legacy. At Selma’s 
you will find the finest collection of extraordinary 
contemporary clothing for today’s woman: from 
black tie special occasions to daytime casual 
wear such as sweaters, tops and pants. If Lauralee 
cannot find what you want in the store, she will 
find it on her shopping trips to the New York 
and Chicago fashion markets. Clients receive 
personalized service and the staff helps you create 
a new look and update your old wardrobe.

Call Selma’s today at 781-289-3672 to schedule 
your appointment for our complimentary service 
so we can help you find the new you for daytime, 
for nighttime, or for anytime.

Lauralee will help you with your new look! You 
will love the clothes at Selma’s.

Selma’s is located at 590 Revere Beach Blvd., 
Revere. Call 781-289-3672.

SU CHANG’S 
FINE CHINESE CUISINE

Su Chang’s has been in business for over 28 
years. Come to Su Chang’s for your wedding 

celebrations. We do showers, engagement parties, 
rehearsal dinners and even small weddings.

We offer authentic Chinese food. Specialties 
include ginger scallion lobster, clams with black 
bean sauce, and shrimp with stuffed eggplant. It 
is necessary to order our superb rack of lamb one 
day in advance. It is always good to include our 
delicious noodles and a green vegetable. Mother 
always said it was important to eat your green 

vegetables! We are so fortunate to be in business 
for so many years and we attribute that to you – 
our customers. We so appreciate you!

Su Chang’s is located at 373 Lowell St., Peabody. 
Visit suchangs-peabody.com or call 978-531-3366.

TOUCH OF KLASS

Touch of Klass is a high-end boutique that has 
been in business for 40 golden years.

The majority of our dresses are NOT ONLINE.
Our clothes are GLAMOUR, CLASSIC and by no 

means NOT YOUR AVERAGE DESIGN.
Most of our garments come in many colors and 

are tailored to your measurements.
Coming to Touch of Klass is like visiting a bou-

tique in New York.
Touch of Klass is located at 552 Washington St., 

Canton. Visit our website at touchofklass.net or call 
us at 781-828-7847.

ZUCKER’S BAKERY

Planning your next simcha? Let Zucker’s Bakery 
make it extra sweet. Our ceremonial challahs 

are ready for your kiddush.  
Looking for the perfect starter for your home-

made French toast, a snack, gift or something 
sweet to lift your spirits, come pick up our chal-
lahs, cinnamon horns, half-moon pastries, 
whoopie pies, or blueberry muffins. New and 
fresh pastries are available daily including our 
delicious non-dairy cheesecakes and the best 
rugelach on the North Shore.

Zucker’s Foods, a family owned bakery estab-
lished in Montreal in 1996 has been operating out 
of Peabody for the last 17 years. Our baked goods 
are Kosher and Pareve. For your convenience, you 
can find a selection of our goods at the Butcherie, 
Larry Levine’s and Zadye’s Market. We even stock 
Montreal bagels.

Zucker’s Bakery is located at 4 Lake St., Peabody.  
Call us at 978- 535-5335 or email us at info@zuck-
erfoods.com.  

ZVI JALFIN PHOTOGRAPHY

Photography is not just the click of the camera, 
it’s the art of capturing the perfect moment. 

It is an art that Zvi Jalfin has been perfecting for 
over 20 years. Drawing on his expert knowledge 
of photographic and lighting techniques, Zvi 
brings together the latest styles and technology to 
capture timeless keepsakes. 

Zvi recognizes that listening to his clients and 
aligning with their expectations, ensures that their 
special moments will be captured naturally and 
effortlessly. He has established a great rapport 
with his clients and he ensures that every occasion 
is handled with a pleasant demeanor and a 
professional attitude.

Zvi photographs weddings and bar and bat 
mitzvahs; corporate events; executive portraits; 
headshots and family portraits. Zvi also offers 
digital graffiti services, green screen photography, 
red carpet and paparazzi photography stations as 
well as photo booth rentals.

Visit jalfinphoto.com, email zvi@jalfinphoto.
com, or call 781-449-7249.

http://www.evansnewyorkstyledeli.com
http://www.israelbookshop.com
mailto:info@israelbookshop.com
http://www.suchangspeabody.com
mailto:info@zuck-erfoods.com
mailto:info@zuck-erfoods.com
mailto:info@zuck-erfoods.com


Dr. David S. Rosenthal, a 
hematologist/oncologist at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
and Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute, and R. Peter Shapiro, 
a retired lawyer who practiced 
in Concord, N.H., first met 70 
years ago at Camp Alton, an 
all-boys summer camp located 
on 60 acres that fronted Lake 
Winnipesaukee in Wolfboro, 
N.H.

Today, both live at NewBridge 
on the Charles, a modern senior 
living community on a 162-
acre campus in Dedham run 
by Hebrew SeniorLife, the larg-
est nonprofit provider of senior 
health care and living commu-
nities in New England.

According to Rosenthal and 
Shapiro, Camp Alton, where 
they spent 16 and 10 summers, 
respectively, as camper and 
counselor, and NewBridge have 
a lot in common. 

“Camp Alton had a lot of 
sports, some arts and crafts, 
music nights, drama nights put 
on by the counselors. and other 
activities. It was a good time. 

You’d get up in the morning, 
and pretty much do what you 
wanted. Whether you were ath-
letically inclined or not, there 
was something for everyone,” 
Shapiro said.

They learned to swim and 
play baseball and other sports 
at Camp Alton, but they also 
learned something more impor-
tant. 

“We learned how to be neigh-

bors, learned to live with other 
people because you were with 
them for eight weeks during 
the summer. Actually, there was 
an optional extension one year 
because of a polio epidemic. We 
stayed extra weeks because of 
the polio scare,” said Rosenthal, 
who was the first medical direc-
tor of the Leonard P. Zakim 
Center for Integrative Therapies 
and Healthy Living.

“We learned to respect other 
people’s interests” back at Camp 
Alton, Shapiro said. 

Through the decades, the 
pair and several of their former 
bunkmates stayed in touch, 
and often held reunions twice 
a year around Thanksgiving and 
after Passover. Wives became 
their own social group, and after 
two former campers died, their 
wives were still included. 

The values they learned all 
those years ago at Camp Alton 
prepared them for NewBridge.

Rosenthal and his wife, 
Judy, moved to NewBridge in 
2009, soon after it first opened. 
“There were three former coun-

selors already there,” he said. 
He was predisposed to Hebrew 
SeniorLife because his parents 
had been residents at its flag-
ship campus in Roslindale. 
Rosenthal’s father, who was his 
mentor, “took pride in a lot of the 
research programs at Hebrew 
SeniorLife. He was part of an 
exercise program called “Fit 
for Your Life” that came to the 
conclusion that even at age 90, 
you can still grow muscle. So we 
decided very early on to move 
into NewBridge. We thought it 
was going to be very much like 
camp.”

Shapiro and his wife, Betty, 
moved in eight years ago from 
Concord, N.H., for a very differ-
ent reason: “If, God forbid you 
got sick, there was no place to 
go around there – maybe a cou-
ple of nursing homes that you 
wouldn’t want to be in,” he said.

In contrast, NewBridge offers 
a full continuum of care through 
a Harvard Medical School-
affiliated medical clinic on-site 
for primary care, medication 
management and prescription 
refills, and physical therapy as 
well as fitness centers staffed 
by professionals experienced at 
helping older people gain and 
preserve function.

Additionally, Shapiro said, 
“One night, Betty and I were in 
Boston, visiting friends, and then 
driving home at 11 p.m. I said, 
‘What are we doing here? We 
should live in Boston.’ I started 
to look for apartments in town 
but we knew what NewBridge 
was [because Rosenthal and 
other friends lived there] so we 
made the phone call.”

“We do have independence 
here,” added Rosenthal, who 
was interviewed while spending 
time at his home in Wolfeboro, 
N.H., near where Camp Alton 
operated from 1937 to1992. “At 
NewBridge, there are so many 
things available to participate in 
and to enjoy. Movie nights, musi-
cal performances, book clubs, 
lifelong learning and lectures, 
gardening, swimming including 
the fitness center. You don’t have 
to do everything; like at camp, 
you can pick and choose what 
you want to do.”

“The big difference between 
camp and NewBridge is there 
are women here while there were 
only one or two dances all the 
years we were at Camp Alton,” 
Shapiro noted, laughing. “I’ve 
said that being at NewBridge is 
like being on a cruise without 
water. I mean, you got every-
thing here.” 

THE EDGEWOOD DIFFERENCE

LIFELONG
LEARNING 

that keeps your brain
on its toes.

575 Osgood Street
North Andover, MA 01845

978-420-4175
EdgewoodRC.com

Nowhere is Edgewood’s culture of continuous learning and growth more evident 
than in Edgewood Lifelong Learning, a program that features classes, lectures 

and workshops on a variety of topics chosen, and often led, by members. 
No wonder we say Edgewood members put the life in our LifeCare Community.

To learn more, call 978-420-4175.

Edgewood is a not-for-pro� t 501(c)(3) organization.
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From Camp Alton to NewBridge on the Charles: 70 years of friendship

Lifelong friends Peter Shapiro (second to the right in the second row) 
and David Rosenthal (third to the left in the second row) at age 15.

“We learned how to be 
neighbors, learned to 
live with other people 
because you were with 
them for eight weeks 
during the summer.” 

– David Rosenthal
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By Rich Tenorio 
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

With the region’s hottest June 
in history and more heat in July, 
Jewish organizations that serve 
the elderly have been working 
hard to keep seniors safe.

“Elders are very vulnerable to 
extreme heat so we don’t want 
people going outside, even for 
short amounts of time, when 
the temperature and humid-
ity is high,” Jill Tura, executive 
director of the Katzman Family 
Center for Living at Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare, said in an email.

Four Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 
programs that share the same 
campus in Chelsea – the 
Katzman center, the Leonard 
Florence Center for Living, 
Cohen Florence Levine Estates, 
and Florence & Chafetz Memory 
and Specialized Care – offer out-
door concerts in the early eve-
ning when there’s shade. 

Throughout the day, resi-
dents can be inside with air con-
ditioning and participate in 
group activities, from bead-
making classes to a Yiddish 
schmooze with Rabbi Asher 
Bronstein. Another option is a 
“Mystery Ride” on a 32-seat air 
conditioned bus that takes resi-
dents on tours of the area, from 

downtown Boston to Marble-
head Neck.

Ellen Gordon, director of res-
idential life at Chelsea Jewish 
Lifecare, said in an email that 
at the Harriet and Ralph Kaplan 
Estates assisted living and the 
Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick 
Center for Living – both in 
Peabody – “[during] times of 
extreme heat, we focus on the 

many activities available to our 
residents” at both sites, which 
range from current events dis-
cussions to Zumba.

The Katzman Family Center 
also offers many indoor activities 
– including concerts streamed 
on Zoom – and welcomes fam-
ily visits. As is also the case 
at the Kaplan Estates and the 
Brudnick Center, the Katzman 
Center provides cold treats such 
as Popsicles to its residents.

At the Brighton-based non-
profit 2Life Communities – a 
nonsectarian residence that 
was founded as the Jewish 
Community Housing for the 
Elderly – there are multiple 
resources for residents who stay 
indoors or go outside.

When there’s a heat adviso-
ry, 2Life Communities informs 
residents through an automat-
ic one-call system similar to a 
public service announcement 
and signs posted in commu-
nity spaces. 2Life Communities 
also suggests measures such as 
using sunscreen and hydrating.

“We make sure all of our 
neighbors pay attention to 
drinking more, sitting in the 
shade; pay attention to their 
vitals, [and] not get dehydrat-
ed,” said Lizbeth Heyer, chief of 
real estate and innovation for 
2Life Communities. “We often 
provide drinks.”

Heyer noted that 2Life has 
a “robust fitness program for 
all our residents,” including a 
walking club, and keeps resi-
dents informed of such tips as 
“head out early in the day or 
later in the evening when it’s 
cooler out to walk.”

Heyer said all of the residenc-
es had air conditioners. “In a 
senior living space, it is vital for 
health in older adults,” she said.

Elsewhere, seniors face the 
problem of air conditioners 
breaking down and a lack of 
financial resources to repair 
them. The Waltham-based Yad 
Chessed social service agency 
has provided help in this regard 
several times this summer.

“We sometimes get requests 
from our clients for an air con-
ditioner if their unit’s broken, 
if their window unit’s broken,” 
said Susan Barron, the direc-
tor of client services for Yad 
Chessed. “Sometimes we can 
pay for a new air conditioner 
unit for them.”

Yad Chessed serves Jewish 
individuals and families who 
face financial difficulty and its 
clients include people through-

out the North Shore.
“So many people are having 

difficulties, particularly during 
[COVID-19],” Barron said. 

“We have a number of 
Holocaust survivors and a very 
big Russian-speaking popula-
tion of elders we help.”

Although neither Barron nor 
Heyer could say how much the 
extreme heat of this summer 
has compared with summers’ 

past, they did mention that it’s 
been noticeable in 2021.

“I’m not sure whether it’s 
hotter this summer than other 
summers,” Barron said. “I do 
know the pandemic has really 
isolated our population, our cli-
ents. A lot of them are quite 
worried about it. They feel like 
they can’t go out as much – in 
the heat, certainly. People have 
spoken about it.”
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A hot topic: Keeping seniors cool during the dog days of summer

Courtesy: Chelsea Jewish Lifecare
Kiddush at the Brudnick Center for Living in Peabody. 
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Mindel “Mindy” (Spigel) 
Levine, 85, of Danvers, formerly 
of Malden, entered eternal rest 
on July 22, 2021. Mrs. Levine 
was co-owner of Larry Levine’s 
Kosher Meat Market. 

She was the beloved wife 
of the late Laurence “Larry” 
Levine; devoted mother of 
Renee Schecker, Allen and 
Joann Levine and Todd and 
Simone Levine; cherished 
grandmother of Adam and 
Arielle Levine, Jenna Levine, 
Hillary Levine, Allison Levine, 
Justin Schecker and Sarah 
Schecker; proud great-grand-
mother of Hallie Levine; and 
loving sister-in-law of Irving 
Levine.

Services were held at Temple 
Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody, on July 25. Interment 
followed in Everett.

Thelma “Tibby”, “Ty” Kracov, 
of Delray Beach, Florida, died 
on July 25, 2021, at her home, 
at age 93. 

Born and raised in Chelsea, 
she was the daughter of the 
late Jacob and Goldie (Shapiro) 
Kracov. Treasured sister of 
Bertha (Bess) Medoff (Hy) of 
Delray Beach, the late Zena 
Kracov, the late Sonny Kracov 
(Roz) of Boynton Beach, Florida, 
and Bill Kracov (Sandy) of Palm 
Harbor, Florida.

After graduating Chelsea 
High School in 1946, she worked 
as a bookkeeper in various 

Boston offices, including R.H. 
White department store. In the 
mid-1950s, along with her sister 
Zena, she made a pioneering 
move to New York City, where 
she spent her career in the 
Manhattan headquarters of var-
ious women’s wear retail com-
panies, retiring from Touraine’s. 
That bold move was an inspira-
tion to young family members 
who followed her example as a 
woman with a strong work ethic 
and an open approach to life. 

She travelled extensively 
around the U.S. and Europe, the 
Middle East, and Asia, and loved 

attending Broadway shows dur-
ing the Golden Age of American 
theater, generously taking her 
many nieces and nephew along 
for the adventure.

“Tibby” was predeceased 
by her nephews Jeff and Eric 
Medoff. She was the much-
loved aunt of Jeslyn Medoff, 
Gail Verrigni, Steve Kracov, 
Robyn Wales, Jill Zinckgraf, 
David Kracov, and many lov-
ing great- and great-great niec-
es and nephews. She was also 
blessed with a large and caring 
extended family of many cous-
ins, their spouses and children, 
and was dearly loved by long-
time friends and neighbors. 

Relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited to attend 
her graveside service on Sunday 
morning, Aug. 1 at 11, in Mishna 
Cemetery in Everett. Shiva will 
be held at the home of Jes 
Medoff and Tony Crossman, 
Sunday, 1-6 p.m., and Monday, 
4-8 p.m. Arrangements were 
handled by Torf Funeral Service, 
Chelsea.
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Berman, who is also the 
Legacy Lifecare president and 
CEO and a Lynnfield resident, 
said management decided to 
mandate the vaccines as a way 
to lead the charge to do so in the 
Bay State.

In the week since the man-
date was announced earlier this 
month, the percentage of vacci-
nated staff jumped from 75 per-
cent to 80 percent, Berman said.  

Berman, who also has been 
vaccinated, said he understands 
why some may be hesitant.

“For those who have just 
general concerns or anxieties 
around it,” Berman said, “we are 
trying to deal with this in line 
with our company values, in that 
we are trying to be very compas-
sionate and understanding and 
provide education and opportu-
nity for people to express their 
concerns, but at the end of the 
day, our residents and their safe-
ty have to come first.”

While he doesn’t think many 
employees will leave, “If they do, 
we know we are making the best 
decision for our residents.”

The company is dealing with 
the staff’s vaccine concerns on 
a case-by-case basis, Berman 
said.

The organizing principle 
behind much of what Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare does, Berman 
said, is centered around tikkun 
olam, a concept in Judaism of 
repairing the world. 

In addition, the early days of 
the pandemic shaped thinking 
about vaccine mandates.

According to a May 2020 
article in the Jewish Journal, 
Barry Berman of Boxford, the 
CEO of Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 
and Adam Berman’s father, 

described the spring of 2020 as 
one of the most difficult periods 
in the organization’s 100-year 
history. 

 “Certainly, last year, when 
coronavirus came, we had lim-
ited information about the dis-
ease,” Adam Berman said. “We 
didn’t know best how to prevent 
it, and then once we even knew 
how to mitigate against the risks, 
still then the virus was spread-
ing. And again, that’s beyond 
our walls, that’s just what of 
course transpired. 

“But now, you know,” Berman 
said, “we have a tool, the most 
effective tool, a tool that is far 
more effective than just good 
infection control practices.” 

“And what’s really made the 
difference and stopped the virus 
in its tracks in many respects are 
the vaccines,” Berman added.

Since the vaccines became 
available, there has been no 
spread within their campuses, 
Berman said. They do see cases 
come from the hospital who 
have yet to be diagnosed. These 
cases “have been very few and 
far between, and those tend to 
be unvaccinated individuals. We 
have seen no vaccinated spread 
whatsoever since we started 
vaccinating.”

Katherine Santos, Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare’s vice presi-
dent of strategy and opera-
tional excellence, helped plan 
a “Superheroes Savings Lives” 
campaign in both English and 
Spanish to celebrate frontline 
staff. 

Santos said word of the vac-
cine mandate has already meant 
more staff getting the shot.

“Education is absolutely 
key to making sure they are 
informed and have the right 
information about the vaccine,” 
Santos said. 

an avenue for others who were  
feeling like I did about loss from 
cancer, about being frustrated 
and not being a doctor; How 
do you join this battle, and do 
something meaningful?”

Starr said back in 1980, it was 
a personal journey with some 
friends as a way to deal with the 
grief of losing his mother, uncle, 
and cousin from cancer when he 
was in his mid 20s.

Starr’s mother, Betty Starr, 
died in June of 1974 at age 49 
from melanoma, and he started 
the ride six years later. “The PMC 
was the positive result of what 
came out of a very difficult time 
in my own life,” Starr said. 

At first, it wasn’t envisioned 
as a community ride. Starr 
recalls walking into the Jimmy 
Fund office and telling an offi-
cial he wanted to ride across 
Massachusetts to raise money to 
fight cancer.

“When I told her what I was 
going to do, she said, ‘What’s 
your goal?’ And I said, ‘My goal 
is to raise money,’ and she 
responded quickly: ‘So, do you 
think you are better off doing 
that by yourself?’ And I go, she’s 
absolutely right … It’s nice to 
purge my pain, but if I really care 
about raising money, I have to 
get others to join me.”

That’s when Starr realized 
he needed to become more of 
an event coordinator than an 
endurance athlete. 

Some early morning rides with 
friends to Provincetown from his 
father’s house in Newton in the 
1970s helped him form the idea 
of today’s PMC ride.

The first Pan-Mass Challenge 
involved a ride from Springfield 
to Provincetown with 36 friends 
and no support vans, no rest 
stops, no bike mechanics, and 
no stopover. It raised $10,200. 
Today, the ride’s mass participa-
tion is what makes it so special, 
Starr said, especially for cancer 
survivors.

“It allows people to know they 
are not in this alone. That’s a very 
powerful thing,” Starr said.

Starr has deep ties to the 
North Shore, including to many 
riders who are part of its Jewish 
community. Starr’s childhood 
friend and original PMC rider, 
Barry Kraft, lives in Swampscott. 

Starr also befriended a 
group called the North Shore 
Cyclopaths that was recruited 
to ride in the PMC in 1984 by 
a rider named Brenda White, 
said Sheldon Brown, 88, of 
Marblehead, one of the founders 
of the Cyclopaths and a retired 
North Shore Community College 
professor.

“No question about it, it does 
represent tikkun olam, trying 
to help others, for sure,” Brown 
said of the PMC, which he rode 
for 29 years starting in 1985.   

Another Cyclopath who 
became a mentor to Starr was 
the late Sam Zoll, the former 
Salem mayor and chief justice 
of the Massachusetts District 
Court, who died from gallblad-
der cancer in 2011.

Starr also befriended 
Cyclopath Bill Cantor of 
Swampscott, who would go on 
to become the oldest rider in the 
PMC. Cantor rode 30 Pan-Mass 
Challenges from age 60 to 90, the 
last one a year before his death 
in 2014, according to the fund-
raising page of Donna Cohen of 
Swampscott. Another friend and 
mentor was cyclist and attorney 
Avram Hammer of Marblehead, 

who rode the PMC with his wife, 
Laurie. Av Hammer died from 
lymphoma in 2016.

Starr said he is “culturally 
proud to be Jewish.” He had a 
bar mitzvah, though it wasn’t a 
traditional ceremony because he 
had quit Hebrew school.

“My joke was I got bar mitz-
vahed at 6 a.m. on a Monday 
morning and my uncle over-
slept and I got no presents,” he 
laughed.

Some riders with a Jewish 
identity talked about why they 
ride.

“I didn’t want this to hap-
pen to anyone else,” said Donna 
Cohen of Swampscott, who will 
take part in her 30th PMC next 
week.

She got involved after a good 
friend from high school’s hus-
band died from leukemia at age 
36. He was a father of two young 
children. She continues to ride 
for those who have died from 
cancer or who continue to fight 
it.

“I think we all had time dur-
ing quarantine to reflect on pri-
orities,” Cohen said of what the 
PMC means to her. “The simple 
act of gathering with friends and 
family is something most people 
longed for.”  

Newton native Barry Lipsett 
of Falmouth has been riding the 
PMC for about 15 years. 

“It’s amazing the connections 
people make, too,” he said.

Lipsett lost his sister, Sue 
de Vries of Swampscott, and 
his mother, Eleanore Lipsett 
of Chestnut Hill, to cancer. His 
aunt, who is in her early 70s, is 
now battling the disease.

Sue, a mother of three who 
became involved with counsel-
ing and wellness for those with 
cancer, died of breast cancer at 
age 44 in April 2006. She had 

ridden in the PMC and was a 
member of the Cyclopaths.

After Sue died, Barry and 
his other sister, Julie, started 
to ride in the PMC. Julie’s hus-
band, Stephen Feinberg, and 
Sue’s daughter, Kendall, have 
also pedaled in the event. Barry 
Lipsett plans to do a reimagined 
ride around the North Shore 
with friends during PMC week-
end.

After his sister died, Lipsett 
started riding in the PMC, and 
he recalls leaving from the start 
in Wellesley and having a chance 
meeting with Sam Zoll, the 
Salem judge and Cyclopath. 

Not having ridden with the 
Cyclopaths, Lipsett spotted 
a picture of his sister on Zoll’s 
helmet as the Cyclopaths rode 
in her memory in 2006. On the 
second day of the PMC, Lipsett 
recalled climbing a steep hill on 
his way to Provincetown, and 
toward the top, he saw a big pic-
ture of Sue someone had posted 
there.

“It was like I saw an image, 
it was like from the sky,” Lipsett 
said. He said he never found out 
who posted the picture there.

Turns out, it was put there by 
Donna Cohen of the Cyclopaths, 
who had ridden 87 miles on the 
first day that year, even though 
she had come down with bron-
chial pneumonia. “I truly believe 
Sue was the wind beneath my 
wings,” she said of how she 
toughed out the ride. She then 
went to the Cape on the second 
day to cheer on the other riders 
like Lipsett.

“So, Sue, she’s been with us, 
and so we are always thinking 
of Sue, and certainly during the 
PMC,” Lipsett said.

This year’s ride is Aug. 7-8. For 
information, visit www.pmc.org. 

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

HOME HEALTH CARE

We understand how important it is  
to find the best quality care for a loved  
one needing assistance. Caring for our 

clients with personal attention and  
compassion is our highest priority.

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
Home Health Aides •  

Companion Services • 24-Hour Care • 
Respite Care • Special Care  
for Alzheimer’s & Dementia

For a FREE assessment or more information:

978-922-0745 or 800-281-0878

HOME HEALTH CARE

For ALL Your 
Home Care Needs!
Delivering Excellence in 

Home Care for Over 100 Years!

781-598-2454  |  www.allcare.org

VNA
Hospice

Palliative Care
Private Services 

Complimentary Nursing Evaluation

ASSISTED LIVING  
AND MEMORY SUPPORT

Cohen Florence Levine  
Estates
617-887-0826

Florence & Chafetz  
Specialized Care
617-887-0826

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan 
Estates
978-532-4411

SHORT-TERM REHAB 
AND LONG-TERM CARE

Leonard Florence  
Center for Living
617-887-0001

Katzman Family Center  
for Living 
617-884-6766

Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick 
Center for Living
978-471-5100

chelseajewish.org

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Shapiro-Rudolph Adult Day Health Center  |  978-471-5180
Chelsea Jewish Hospice and Palliative Care  |  617-889-0779
Chelsea Jewish Visiting Nurse Agency  |  617-889-8744

SENIOR CARE

HEALTH 
SERVICES

To advertise  

in this Directory,  

call 

978-745-4111

CAREGIVER
Certified Male Home Health Aide 

12 years experience working with 
males. Available on the North Shore.

Known for flexibility, honesty and  
reliability. Reasonable rates.  

References available on request.

Call or text Dan (978) 828-2742

ORTHODONTIST

HOME CARE
The First Choice for  

Loving, Compassionate 
Home Care on the  

North Shore

781.691.5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

Specializing in Companionship, Meal Prep, Transportation, 
Bathing & Hygiene, Mobility & Toileting Assistance
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ONGOING
ISRAELI FOLK DANCING AT 
THE JCCNS, Thursdays, 6 p.m., and 
Sundays, 8:30 a.m. 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead. Visit www.jccns.org for 
more information. 

KNITTING KNIGHTS AT THE 
JCCNS, Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. 
JCCNS parking lot. In the event of rain, 
will meet on Zoom: Meeting ID: 510 795 
968, Password: JCCNS4.

FRIDAY, JULY 30
HOLY HAPPY HOUR MINYAN, 
5:30 p.m. Presented by Congregation 
Shirat Hayam of the North Shore, 55 
Atlantic Ave. Swampscott. Join Rabbi 
Michael and Cantor Sarah for her first 
Holy Happy Hour Minyan, a musical 
Shabbat. Light refreshments followed 

by 6 p.m. service. Open to all with proof 
of COVID vaccination presented at 
the door. For online link, go to https://
shirathayam.org/holy-happy-hour. 

SHABBAT BY THE POOL, 5 p.m. 
Community is invited  for a celebration 
welcoming Shabbat hosted by Temple 
Emanu-El with Rabbi Allison Peiser, 
temple educator. Free and open to all. 
For more information, email Heather 
Gravelese at hgravelese@jccns.com.

MONDAY, AUGUST 2
A CONVERSATION WITH 
STATE SEN. BECCA RAUSCH, 
12 p.m. Presented by Jewish 
Community Relations Council of 
Greater Boston. Join us for a one-
on-one conversation with state Sen. 
Becca Rausch and JCRC executive 
director Jeremy Burton. Sen. Rausch 

will pull back the curtain on Beacon 
Hill and discuss her priorities for the 
Commonwealth and how her Jewish 
identity informs her work. For Zoom 
link, go to: https://www.jcrcboston.org. 
Free. 

AUGUST 4 – 15
THE NEWBURYPORT 
CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL, 
The Newburyport Chamber Music 
Festival celebrates 20 years with live 
music enjoyed outside in beautiful 
gardens. Under its founding director, 
David Yang, the festival will present 
six outdoor concerts in six days, free 
socially-distanced open rehearsals at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, and a free 
lecture and panel discussion with the 
musicians. Note that venues will have 
limited outside seating, so buy early. 
For more information about concert 

details and prices, go to:  
www.NewburyportChamberMusic.org. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 6
SHABBAT BY THE POOL, 5 
p.m. Community is invited  for a 
celebration welcoming Shabbat hosted 
by Congregation Shirat Hayam. Free 
and open to all. Visit www.jccns.org for 
more information.

SHABBAT PICNIC IN THE 
GARDEN, 6:30 p.m. Presented by 
Yisod – 20s and 30s. Yisod’s first 
Shabbat dinner of the year. Come to 
the Boston Public Garden for a Shabbat 
dinner picnic. BYO dinner and chairs, 
and dessert will be provided. There will 
be a small service as we share this 
Shabbat dinner together. Note: Yisod 
events are for ages 21-39. Register to 
receive a text with our exact location: 
https://www.templeemanuel.com. 

JLIVE WITH ELLEN ALLARD, 
12 p.m. Presented by Jewish Arts 
Collaborative. Ellen Allard is a composer, 
performer, worship leader, and educator. 
Her work is focused on sharing music 
with children and adults through 
music classes, worship experiences 
and concerts. Ellen’s work is aimed at 
helping her audience understand the 
important role music has in forming 
Jewish identity. Ellen is a Certified 
Holistic Health Coach, and she 
integrates what she learned about body-
mind-spirit into her work as a musician. 
For Zoom link, go to: www.jartsboston.
secure.force.com.

FIRST FRIDAYS SHABBAT, 
7:30 p.m. Presented by Young Jewish 
Professionals Boston. Join us for 
First Friday Shabbat Dinner Under the 
Stars, with an open bar and plenty 
of room to mix and mingle! Connect, 
dine and network with Young Jewish 
Professionals from the Greater Boston 
area. This outdoor Friday night Shabbat 
dinner will include: open bar; upscale 
cuisine; spirited vibe; dessert buffet. 
Cost: $36 (early bird – before Aug. 1); 
After – $50. YJP events are exclusive 
to young adults ages 21-35. Register: 
https://www.yjpboston.org/first-fridays-
shabbat.

MONDAY, AUGUST 9
JCCNS WOMEN’S BOOK 
CLUB, 1 p.m. “Four Winds” by Kristin 
Hannah is the book to be discussed. 
RSVP Sara Ewing at sewing@jccns.
com. Visit www.jccns.org for more 
information.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 13
PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT BY 
THE SEA, 6 p.m. Presented by 
Temple B’Nai Abraham of Beverly. The 
Temple  and the Lappin Foundation 
invite you to join a musical Shabbat 
service with Marcy Yellin and TBA 
Rabbi Alison Adler. Bring your own 
blanket or a chair, along with your 
own pizza or picnic dinner. Services 
are always family-friendly. In the event 
of rain, the program will be canceled. 
Free. Lynch Park, 55 Ober St., Beverly. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 15
ENCOUNTERS: JAZZ MEETS 
ASHKENAZI & SEPHARDI 
SOUNDS, 5 p.m. Presented by the 
Ballets Russes Arts Initiative (BRAI). 
An outdoor concert featuring a jazz 
quartet of NEC alumni helmed by 
Israeli composer and pianist Moshe 
Elmakias. Moshe has composed an 
entirely new concert program for 
BRAI, exploring the musical traditions 
of Nigun, originating from Eastern 
European Ashkenazi Jews, as well as 
Piyut, originating from North African 
Sephardic Jews, through the lens of 
jazz. $40-$60. Space for this unique 
and intimate experience surrounded 
by nature are limited. Early Bird 
pricing ends Aug. 11. Sign up at 
www.EncountersJazz.eventbrite.com.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20
SHABBAT BY THE POOL, 5 p.m. 
Community is invited for a celebration 
welcoming Shabbat hosted by the 
Lappin Foundation and PJ Library. Free 
and open to all. Visit www.jccns.org 
for more information.

MONDAY, AUGUST 30
MOSAICS WITH MIA: 
CREATE A ROSH HASHANAH-
THEMED CARD OR PICTURE, 
7:30 p.m. Presented by the Lappin 
Foundation. Join Israel-based 
mosaic muralist Mia Schon for 
a one-hour collage workshop via 
Zoom. Participants will learn how to 
creatively repurpose old magazines 
and paper to create a card. Explore 
this new technique piece by piece. All 
you need is a glue stick, magazine(s), 
scraps of colored paper, 8.5×11-inch 
printer paper, scissors and a pencil. 
For more information, contact Sharon 
Wyner at swyner@lappinfoundation.
org or call (978) 565-4450.

AT YOUR SERVICE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

978-741-0424   www.A-AServices.com

Buy Local & Become Part Of The Family

WE HONOR ALL APPOINTMENTS • Chris & Barb Zorzy, Owners

Financing 
Available

★ Nationwide★ Nationwide

Text us: 617shipcar  617 (7447227)

BAY STATE 
WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Now carrying 

Ready Made Curtains 
Selected items 25% OFF

Custom Draperies,

Blinds, Shades & More!

Free Estimates & Installation

86 Tremont Street, Peabody

www.baystatewindowfashions.com 1.800.CRANNEY • cranneyhomeservices.com

CRANNEY  HOME SERVICES
ElectricalHeatingPlumbing Cooling Drain Cleaning

Visit us today for all of your 
auto body repair needs. 

All insurance companies accepted! 
MARBLEHEAD
218 Beacon St.

781.631.2218 

marbleheadcollision.com 

SWAMPSCOTT 
 201 Essex St.

781.595.5300

swampscottcollision.com

Now providing free mobile estimates

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
Small carpentry services • Quality work 
Licensed • Fully insured • Free estimate

10% OFF YOUR JOB
(mention this ad)

617-257-6155 • gagospainting.com  
gagospainting@hotmail.com

Raccoons are  
common  

carriers of rabies,  
roundworms  

and leptospirosi. 

Friendly or Not?

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com

Get pest free.
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CHESTNUT HILL – Chestnut 
Hill Realty, one of New England’s 
leading residential real estate 
companies specializing in mul-
tifamily housing, held a ribbon 
cutting and grand opening cer-
emony of the first phase of 175 
units created under Chapter 40B 
on July 13. 

The project, known as 
Residences of South Brookline 
at Hancock Village, are the first 
brand-new rental townhomes 
built at Hancock Village since 
the 1940s.

The grand opening was led 
by Chestnut Hill Realty Founder 
and CEO Ed Zuker. The ceremo-
ny was attended by Chestnut 
Hill Realty real estate executives 
as well as local and state officials 

including Dan Rivera, president 
and CEO of MassDevelopment, 
and Mel Kleckner, Brookline 
town administrator.

The affordable apartments at 
this development are available 
to families who make less than 
50 percent of the area median 
income. In honor of the occa-
sion, a donation of $25,000 
was made to the Brookline 
Teen Center, which provides a 
platform where all teens can 
explore, create, and discover 
who they are. 

Dental Implant Restorations • Prosthodontic Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges • Inlays & Onlays • Smile Makeovers 

Veneers • Teeth Whitening • Dentures

Marblehead’s Premier Prosthodontist

Sensitive care and  
superb aesthetic results are  

the hallmark of our world class 
prosthodontic practice.

InnovatIve RestoRatIve & aesthetIc DentIstRy

JeffRey R. DoRnbush, D.D.s. 210 Humphrey Street, Suite 103 • Marblehead   781-639-0700 • drdornbush.com • office@drdornbush.com

Mill River Consulting
Gloucester, MA

Creative solutions for land development
ENGINEER • DESIGN • ADVISE

978-282-0014
www.millriverconsulting.com

UNIVERSITYUNIVERSITY

FuelFuel UFUF
Near Salem State University

Steven Bornstein, Owner Operator
290 Canal Street, Salem V 978-740-5115

Visit us for your  
Mass. Vehicle Inspection.

MON-FRI: 8am-5 pm  H  SAT: 8am-4pm  H  SUN: 12pm-3pm

ORDER ONLINE AT: 
www.fantasyislandsalem.com

516 Loring Avenue, Salem
Tel: (978) 745-1700 

Fax: (978) 740-9121

We are offering

CURBSIDE 
PICK UP

Call us at
978-745-1700 
to place an order.

NOW OPEN FOR 
INDOOR DINING

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington Street, Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Free parking ~ Closed Saturdays

VV EVENT PLANNING  EVENT PLANNING VV

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

THE PERFECT VENUE 
FOR YOUR EVENT

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ

CONTACT US AT
781.207.9353

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

TheBostonJP.com | 978-836-9106

Justice of the Peace
“Your wedding done your way”

Attorney Todd Finn

To advertise in the Journal’s Event Planning directory, contact: 
lois@jewishjournal.org, marcy@jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111.

Yefim and Lyudmila 
Derkautsan of Swampscott and 
Kenneth Roger Berman of New 
Haven, Connecticut and Paula 
Callanan of Canton, are happy 
to announce the marriage of 
their children Stephanie Berman 
and Mikhail Derkautsan. The 
wedding took place in Westport 
on July 17. Stephanie is a grad-
uate of Gann Academy, Roger 
Williams University and Hebrew 
College, and works as an early 
childhood educator at Temple 
Beth Shalom in Needham. 
Mikhail, a Swampscott High and 
UMass-Amherst graduate, works 
in the Software Development 
Department at Santander Bank 
in Dorchester. 

Stephanie Berman 
and Mikhail 

Derkautsan marry

Ariana Malcolm and Steven Albright 
engaged

Photo credit: Annie x Mike photography

Andrea Malcolm and 
Thomas Malcolm Jr. are excit-
ed to announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Ariana, 
to Steven Albright, the son of 
Kerryn Ward of Nahant. Ariana 
and Steven are both graduates 
of Swampscott High School 
Class of 2016. Ariana, a graduate 
of Suffolk University’s Sawyer 
Business School’s Honors 
Program, is a digital market-
er. Steven, a graduate of Lynn 
Vocational Technical Institute 
School of Plumbing & Gasfitters, 
is a plumber serving the North 
Shore. Ariana is the grand-
daughter of Carolyn Pivnick 
and the late Robert Silverman of 
Revere and Mary Malcolm and 

the late Thomas Malcolm Sr. of 
Salem. Steven is the grandson 
of Maureen Ward and James J. 
Ward II of Nahant. An October 
2021 wedding is planned. 

Chestnut Hill Realty holds ribbon cutting
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The Jewish Journal will print 
your news at no charge: 
birth announcements, 

engagements, weddings, 
job promotions, special 

events and other simchas. 
Submissions are subject 
to editing for style and 

length. Send your news to 
rosenberg@jewishjournal.org, 

subject “People.”
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THANK YOU!
We are truly grateful for the generosity and support of our  
community in response to the Arthur J. Epstein and Bryna Litchman 
campaign challenge that concluded on July 15. It is with great pride  
that we publish gifts made to the campaign between May 12-July 15.  
Gifts made between March 11-May 11 were published in the May 20 issue.

Your support and collaboration ensures that the Jewish Journal will 
continue to be a special resource now and into the future. Stay tuned!

C
O

M M U N I T
Y

   
C

O
N

NECTING  O
U

R
   

EDITOR CIRCLE
$1,800-$3,599

The Lee L. and Judith E. Selwyn 
Foundation

MENSCH
$1,000-$1,799

Maria and Arnie Kline in honor of 
Myrna Fearer whose columns  
we very much enjoy

Knapp Family Fund
Joshua Kraft
Sandi and Stu Osattin
Liz and Marty Rogosa
Evelyn and Robert Rothbard

BENEFACTOR
$540-$999

Shelley Baker in honor of my 
children Marc, Allison and 
Kimberly

PATRON
$180-$539

Anonymous
Loretta and Richard Band
Marvin Cashman
Janice and Bruce Chase in memory 

of our parents, Martin and Sylvia 
Chase and Samuel and Irene 
Cohen

Judy and David Cohen
Phil Cohen
Jonathan Cutler
Norma Cadiff Finn and Sarah M. 

Allen
Victoria and Michael Goldstein in 

memory of Boris Goldstein
Gerald Goodstein in memory of 

Arlene Goodstein
Gulman Family Donor Advised Fund
Carol and Harold Levin
Cindy and Ron Matloff
Marjorie and Randy Patkin
Carolyn Perlow in memory of  

Dr. Gerald Perlow
Selma and Sam Shoer
Bob Smith in memory of Janice 

Smith
Risa and Joe Sontz
Naomi and Jeffrey Stonberg
Judy and Steve Wasserman
Mary and Bill Wasserman in honor of 

Selma William’s 90th birthday

SUPPORTERS AND READERS
Up to $179

Anonymous
Anonymous in memory of a true 

friend, Helen Danberg
Anonymous in memory of Elena and 

Janet Hershberg
Rosalyn and Barry Abrams
Arlene and David Addis

Roberta and Joel Aronson in 
celebration of our 40th wedding 
aniversary on June 14th

Sharlene and Norman Azer
Selma and Larry Baker
Jodie E. Barnett
Pearl L. Bass, peace
Shirley Berg in memory of  

Sherman Berg
Doris and Marvin Berman
Evelyn and Arthur Bernstein
Audrey and Steven Berson
Lisa and Scott Bial
Rhonda and Nelson Block in memory 

of our sister Barbara Kagan
Jodi and Edward Borash
Barbara Bornstein
Joyce Bornstein in honor of  

all my grandkids
Mimi and Jeff Callum in memory of 

our friend Lynne Sandler
Wendy Wise and Don Chabot in 

honor of our son’s 2020 
graduation from Brandeis 
University

Lori and Mel Chandler
Judy Clayman in memory of  

Arlene Goodstein
Diane Glickman Cohen and  

Alan Cohen in loving memory  
of my brother Robert Glickman  
on his Yahrzeit

Janice and Irwin Cohen
Mara B. Cohen and Marlene F.  

Cohen
Miriam Cohen in memory of 

husband Edward Cohen
Richard Cole
Deanna and Neil Cooper in honor of 

Arthur and Bryna
Myrna and Barry Davis in honor of 

first great-grandchild, Mason Lee 
Grant

Joan and Mel Dunne in honor of 
Donna and Alan Pierce

Betty Dyer
Dawn C. Ehrlich
Hazel Engber in honor of son  

Robert Engber
Myrna Fearer in memory of Brian  

and Dr. Nathan H. Fearer
Dr. Devorah Feinbloom in honor of 

Steve Rosenberg
Russell Finer in honor of the  

Arthur Epstein Challenge 
campaign

Inga Finks in memory of my beloved 
husband Malcolm

Elaine Fisher in loving memory of my 
husband Marty Fisher

Arthur  Fisher
Phyllis E. Fogel for unity and peace
Barry J. Follick in honor of my 

grandchildren
Amy and Adam Forman
Fay and Gerald Freedman in 

memory of Celia and Max 
Freedman

Willie  Freedman in memory of  
Jerry Freedman

Don Ganz in memory of Elliot Ganz
Marion Garfinkel in memory of 

beloved husband Bob Garfinkel
Gail and Jerry Gerson
Judi and Arnie Gitter
Stan Gold
Marlene and Jeffrey Goldberg in 

honor of Miriam Kaplan’s 90th 
birthday

Elina Goldina
Louis Goldish
Wade Goldman in memory of  

Elaine Goldsmith
Francine Goldstein in loving memory 

of Marvin Goldstein
Sid Goldwyn in memory of wife Ruth
Elaine and Sumner Goodman
Irene and Alan Graff
Marcy and Russell Grand in memory 

of Dr. Irving Marcus
Arnie Green in loving memory 

of son Steven Joel Green and 
Barbara Green

Mindee Greenberg in honor 
of Arthur Epstein and Bryna 
Litchman

Arlene and Michael Greenstein
Sheila and Joel Grossman
Saul Gurman
Karen and Jim Harris
Betty and Saul Heller
Sandi Holzman in honor of my family
Susan Jacobs and Andrea Ring in 

honor of Roger Volk on Father’s 
Day

Barbara and Arthur Kahn
Tanis Kahn in memory of Lorraine 

Fine, mother
Rosalyn and Hannal Kaplan
Phyllis and Howard Kaplan
Martin Katz
Paige and Michael Katzenstein
Susan and David Kauder
Doris Kaufman
Anita and Abe Kaufman
Nancy K. Kaufman
Mara and Stuart Kaufman
Bea Keene
Cynthia Kerbel in memory of my 

husband, James Kerbel
Jerrold Kestenberg
Dr. Neil D. Kobrosky
Sally and Leonard Koor
Patricia and Jerry Kreitzer
Rebecca Landry
Vanessa Lefeure
Ruth Levin
Janice Levine
Barrie and Paul Levine
Shirley Levine
Annette Levitt
Andrea and Nate Lincoff in memory 

of our grandson Landon
Karen and Jerry Madorsky
Michael Malamut
Melvin Markowsky
Robyn and Thomas Milbury
Ellen and Bill Morse
Lynn Nadeau

Susan and Howard Nellhau
Sherri Orloff
Dr. and Mrs. Barrie Paster
Phyllis Patkin
Jackson Paul
Ann Pendexter in memory of my 

father Abraham Babbitt  on 
Father’s Day

Fern Price
Ted Reed in memory of Susan Reed
Evie and Howie Rosenkrantz
Jane and Irwin Rosenston
Judy and Ken Rosenthal
Julia and Leonard Rubin
Richard P. and Esther Salinsky Fund
Ronald Sanfield
Sandra and Neil Schauer
Phyllis Scherr and the Lerner-Scherr 

Fund
Penny and Phillip Schuler
Rae Schultz in memory of my 

daughter Paula Schultz
Pat Doliber Sears in honor of the 

Doliber-Sears Family
Adele and Martin Segel
Marilyn and Larry Seidler
Joan and Richard Shaffer
Sue and Joel Sherman
Bob Shuman
Leslie Shumsker and Jerry Leabman 

in honor of our grandchildren
Nancy Simches
Judi Simmons
Judith and George Small
Barbara and Jack Smuckler
Harriet and Gary Soiref
Shirley Sowsy in honor of my 

children and grandchildren
Ben Spector
Sandy Stern
Reva and Dan Surette
Burt Tankel in memory of my dear 

friend Barbara “Barb” Harriet 
Tarlin

Lois Tankel in memory of my 
beloved husband, Alan Tankel

Fruma Tanzer
Renee Tapper in memory of  

Morton Tapper
David Temkin
Brenda and Ralph Tracey
Maria and Stephen Williams
Ronda Wilson
Marcy and Lee Winer in honor 

of the birth of our beautiful 
granddaughter, Miriam Anne 
Veale

Judi Wise
Harriet Wollman
Anita Lev Wornick in memory of 

Arlene Goodstein
Dr. and Mrs. Allan W. Zalk
Ellen Zellner

The Journal apologizes for any  
errors and regrets the omissions  
of any names due to printing 
deadlines.
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