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After Pittsburgh massacre, local
Jewish community reassesses security
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Hundreds attended an interfaith service at Temple Sinai in Marblehead after the Pittsburgh shooting.
Armed guards protect a synagogue in Florence, Italy.

Outside America, temples
are always on guard
By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

When Alison Brookes’ relatives from London visited Marblehead’s
Temple Sinai, they were surprised at how easy it was to walk in for a
temple band event on a Sunday.
In London, a metal rail surrounds their synagogue. Guards stand
outside gates, and everyone entering must present themselves.
Volunteer congregants also patrol the synagogue in two-hour rotations. According to Brookes, there is similar security in synagogues
throughout the UK.
When Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez’s father visited the temple
from Panama, he had a similar reaction. “I always told my board
every time my father comes to visit me every few months, every
time, the first thing that shocks him is there’s no security in our
synagogues and churches,” said Cohen-Henriquez.
Security in America is often less intense than it is in synagogues
in other parts of the world. In Europe, most synagogues are guarded
by a combination of police and volunteer guards. In Italy, for example, soldiers carry machine guns outside of synagogues. Europe’s
largest, the Dohány Street Synagogue in Budapest, is guarded by
teams of U.S. and Israeli-trained specialists.
Just as in the United States, security in Europe is often ramped
up after terrorist attacks. However, Brookes wondered if it could also
be a result of a long, tragic European Jewish history that is different
from the American Jewish experience.
“Throughout history, all over Europe, Jews were perceived as the
other,” said Brookes. “In the 15th century, Jews were expelled from
Spain. In the 19th, there were pogroms. In the 20th, there was Hitler.
In the 21st, Islamist and white nationalist extremism. Jewish people
came to North America to be safer and we might forget, as generations pass, that we were not safe before. As a result, I think European
Jewish people have a sharper instinct for the potential danger inherent in being Jewish.”
continued on page 15

By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL STAFF

On Nov. 2-3, the first Shabbat after the mass
shooting in Pittsburgh, Jews in Greater Boston
and around the world headed to their synagogues
as part of the #ShowUpForShabbat campaign to
demonstrate they would not give into fear. On the
North Shore, hundreds of Jews packed local places
of worship.
But unease remains. A combination of the
Pittsburgh synagogue shooting, a documented
nationwide rise in anti-Semitism, and local acts
of anti-Semitic vandalism have raised questions
about how secure the Jewish community and its
institutions are.
According to Robert Trestan, New England

Regional Director of the Anti-Defamation League,
Jewish institutions are teaming up with the ADL,
Combined Jewish Philanthropies, and local law
enforcement to reevaluate their existing security procedures. CJP in 2016 invested $300,000 in
enhancing community security.
“We’ve had a lot of requests from institutions
that are looking to review their security procedures,
and I think post-Pittsburgh, there are institutions
that are feeling vulnerable,” Trestan said. “The
Pittsburgh attack targeted Jews … a high level of
security consciousness is a must in today’s world.”
Both the ADL and CJP have made important
contributions to the security of the Jewish community. They have collaborated to bring in law
enforcement for both general security training, and
continued on page 20

Anti-Semitism in our community

Swastikas dot schools in Reading, Melrose and
Malden; Cambridge man charged with hate crime
By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF

As anti-Semitic incidents
have continued to soar across
the country, Jews across Greater
Boston expressed shock and
frustration after swastikas were
found in schools in Reading,
Malden and Melrose earlier this
month. And in Cambridge, a
man was arrested after police
said he pushed a 66-year-old
woman against a wall and
placed his fist against her throat
while repeatedly making antiSemitic statements.

“Incidents continue their
upward trend alongside the
normalization of anti-Semitism in daily life. Stopping the
trend starts with people, organizations and leaders mobilizing to oppose all forms of
hate becoming mainstream,”
said Anti-Defamation League
New England Director Robert
Trestan. According to Trestan,
the ADL tracked an 86 percent
increase in anti-Semitic incidents in Massachusetts’ schools
in 2017.
In the town of Reading, where
continued on page 11

Robert Trestan,
ADL New England Director
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Shribman, a North Shore native,
reflects on the tragedy in Pittsburgh

D

avid Shribman, who
grew up in Swampscott
and won a Pulitzer Prize
while at The Boston Globe, is
now the executive editor of the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. He oversaw the newspaper’s coverage
of the shooting at the Tree of
Life Synagogue in the Squirrel
Hill neighborhood of the city.
As the community grieved, he
wrote a headline that was seen
and praised around the world:
it included the first four words
of the mourner’s Kaddish, in
Hebrew. Here are some of his
thoughts on the tragedy.

Q.: Your paper printed the
first four words of the mourner’s Kaddish in Hebrew on the
front page last Friday. When did
you decide to do that, and why
did you choose the Kaddish for
a headline?

David Shribman

A. I began to think that
when there are no words to say,
maybe we have been thinking
in the wrong language. I decided to do that headline about
two days before it appeared. I
went back over to Squirrel Hill
to meet my own rabbi to ask for
help in the Hebrew letters and
then to shape the sub-headline.
I had some advice not to do it.
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Q. As a journalist and editor
of a major U.S. paper, how do
you separate your own emotions – you live in the neighborhood where the shooting took
place – from covering such a
tragedy?
A. My reaction will be no different from that of anyone else
in our newsroom. We had a job
to do, and we needed to do it
quickly and well. Think of the
Annapolis newspaper after the
shooting. One of their reporters
said: ‘We have a damn newspaper to put out.’ So did we, in the
face of great tragedy of our own.
Q. You’ve covered and overseen a lot of breaking stories
in your career. Could you share
what you learned about your
community, and Judaism, from
covering this tragedy?

George Freedman

Publisher Emerita
Barbara Schneider

I am glad I did. I wrote many of
the headlines that week, but in
truth the last headlines I wrote
[previously] were for the elections of Trump and Obama. I’m
going to retire from that function. There are people around
here who do it better than me.

After the tragedy, North Shore native David Shribman decided to print the mourner’s Kaddish in
Hebrew on the front page of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

A. I (re)learned what I
already knew: That this was a
very Jewish neighborhood in
a remarkable city where tolerance is the creed. One can never
be ready for an event like this.
But in a sense Pittsburgh was.
All of the lines of communications among the faiths were
in place; there was no need to
improvise. We have been talking about interfaith issues for
years. It didn’t start when the
shooting ended, and that is
what separates Pittsburgh from
so many other places.
Q. Anti-Semitism is one of
the major issues facing Jews in
America. How will you continue
to cover this story, within the
context of a changing America?
A. We haven’t had time to
think the big macro thoughts.
Right now we are covering the
news and, for many in this
newsroom, grieving. We’ll think
some big thoughts another day.
But not this afternoon.
Q. How has this impacted
you a Jew?
A. I have a Catholic wife
from Buffalo. I’m a Jew from
the North Shore. Our reactions
were no different. I have one
daughter in rabbinical school,
another in the arts. Their reactions were no different.   
Q. How is your family holding up?
A. We’ve been better. We are
not better yet.
– Steven A. Rosenberg

Journalism
matters.
Donate to
the Jewish Journal
today.
Visit our home page
at jewishjournal.org,
or call 978-745-4111.
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Chabad’s new mikvah to open on Nov. 25

phyllis levin

By Steven A. Rosenberg

on Real estate
common remodeling
mistakes

JOURNAL STAFF

SWAMPSCOTT – For the first
time in decades, a new mikvah
has been constructed north of
Boston. The process took six
years of planning, and on Nov.
25 at 4 p.m., Chabad of the North
Shore will hold a grand opening
to celebrate the new immersion
pool at its new site, 10 Phillips St.
in Swampscott.
“The mikvah will be a transformative catalyst for renewal
and spirituality on the North
Shore,” said Chabad Rabbi Yossi
Lipsker, who oversaw the mikvah project. “Judaism uses water
to denote change and transformation, and a mikvah has the
power to transform not only
the individuals who use it, but
the entire community. We invite
people to be a part of this exciting new sacred space that will
bring renewed spiritual energy
to our Jewish community.”
Lipsker
estimated
the
total cost of the project to be
$360,000. The mikvah building
was purchased and then given
as a gift from area residents
Richard and Dotty Tatelman.
In addition, Chabad received
a $100,000 grant from Mikvah
USA, and a $100,000 gift from an
anonymous donor.
The new mikvah will replace
the old immersion pool that
was housed at the former site
of Congregation Ahabat Sholom
in Lynn. That mikvah fell into
disrepair over a decade ago.
While most Jewish communities
in the Greater Boston area had
mikvahs during the last century,
the closest functional mikvahs
in the area are currently located
in Malden, Boston, Brookline,
Newton, Lexington, and Natick.
Chabad’s Swampscott mikvah
will be open to Jewish women
and men. Traditionally, observant Jewish women use the mikvah to mark the completion of
their menstrual cycle by saying a
prayer and dunking seven times.
Observant Jewish men typically
use the mikvah before Shabbat
and Jewish holidays. While mikvahs also have served as a final
step of the conversion process,
Lipsker said the new mikvah
would not be used for conversions. Instead, he stressed that
it will be a powerful tool for
spiritual renewal and healing
purposes.
“A translation of the root
of the Hebrew word ‘mikvah’
comes from the word ‘tikva,’
hope,” Lipsker explained. “In

Photo by Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker oversaw the construction of the new mikvah.

light of all the craziness we have
seen in the last couple weeks
alone, I am ecstatic that we can
now offer a sanctuary that is
symbolic of rebirth and renewal.
The calming and sacred waters
of this North Shore mikvah will
stand as an alternative to the
stormy waters of hatred and
hopelessness.”
According to Jewish tradition,
the presence of a mikvah goes
back to creation, and offers a
gateway to purity. After Adam was
banished from Eden, according
to a midrash, he sat in a river that
flowed from the garden – as part
of his process of repentance, or
teshuvah. Also, Jews were commanded to immerse themselves
before the revelation at Sinai,
and when the Temple existed
in Jerusalem, Jews immersed
in a mikvah before entering the
House of God.
Visits to the new mikvah will
be scheduled by appointment.
An attendant will greet guests in
a reception area, and the facility
will have two preparation rooms
and be handicapped accessible.
Walk inside the new mikvah
and it has the feel of a modern spa. Its reception area is
well-lit, and there are also two
expansive bathrooms – for men
and women – complete with
large showers. The mikvah is
housed in a white-tiled room,
and there are six steps – along
with a handrail – that lead to the
immersion pool, which looks
like a large jacuzzi. In a separate room behind the mikvah
are two open-air retainer tanks
that must hold at least 200 gallons of rainwater to be kosher.
The rainwater, which flows from
the building’s roof, reaches the
pools through plastic piping

since metal is forbidden.
“From a Jewish perspective,
metal is a symbol of a weapon,
and the antithesis of life,” said
Lipsker.
Lipsker said immersing
in a mikvah is a mystical and
transformative
experience.
Traditionally, it has been used
primarily by women after the
end of their menstrual cycle. In
recent years, though, the process of dunking and floating in
the contained pool of rainwater has found popularity among
secular Jews as well.
“There are people who use the
mikvah to heal after a divorce, a
tragic moment in their life, after
menopause, after healing from a
sickness, or as part of a healing
process. So, there’s precedent –
especially today – for using the
mikvah in different ways,” said
Lipsker.

Whether you are remodeling your home with the
idea to sell it or just want a nicer house to live in, you
can avoid some of the errors that many homeowners
Phyllis Levin
make.
CRS GRI CBR
One of the biggest mistakes is to overinvest in
a project. For example, while great kitchens do sell houses, you can lose
money if you overdo it. Kitchen remodels should stay within 5% to 15% of
the home’s total value. For any home upgrade, it’s also important to check
out comparable homes selling in your area and follow their lead.
Don’t make changes to the house that clash with its original design.
If you have a traditional colonial home, super modern upgrades could
detract from its overall appearance.
Adding unnecessary rooms can be less cost effective than making your
present space more multi-functional. It’s also important to work with a
qualified architect, if you are making structural changes.
Be sure to ask your REALTOR® about which home improvements best
increase your home’s value.
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Auschwitz survivor warns American Jews to be vigilant

“These are the early signs of how a democracy can be undermined and
destroyed,” Dr. Anna Ornstein told a crowd at Chabad in Peabody.

By Bette Keva
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

PEABODY – In a driving
rain on a pitch-black moonless night, more than 200 people jammed into Chabad of
Peabody on Nov. 6 to listen as
91-year-old Holocaust survivor,
Dr. Anna Ornstein, tried to help
them make sense of what they
were all hurting from – the massacre of 11 Jews in the Tree of
Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh 10
days before. If they were hoping
to hear soothing words, that it
was a one-off, that it wouldn’t

happen again and they could go
back to business as usual, they
would have been mistaken.
To the audience, the distant
tragedy of the Holocaust on this
bleak night felt close.
Ornstein, a retired Brookline
psychoanalyst and lecturer on
psychiatry at Harvard Medical
School, sat on the stage looking
out at the crowd. Slender, with
short cropped salt-and-pepper
hair, she spoke with a strong
voice and penetrating eyes as
she related her childhood at the
hands of the Nazis.
“I was born in a small
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on – freedom of religion.”
Before
she
introduced
Ornstein at the start of the
program, Chabad’s Raizel
Schusterman said times have
changed for Jews. “Never in my
39 years did I think I would say
these words. I do believe that a
Holocaust could happen again.”
As a child growing up
in Morristown, New Jersey,
Schusterman never felt insecure about America. “But I did
grow up with the extreme fear
of the Holocaust,” she added.
She knew that her grandparents had fled from the Nazis
in Poland, and throughout her
childhood Raizel would ask her
grandmother to tell her about
her ordeal.
“Last week, my biggest nightmare came true,” she said, referring to the Tree of Life tragedy in
Pittsburgh.
“That’s unacceptable. It’s not
enough just to stand up against
anti-Semitism. We have to live
like Jews,” she said.

After Pittsburgh, Jews seek solace in temple
By Bette Keva
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

Are Jews nervous about
going into their houses of worship since 11 Jews were gunned
down in the sanctuary of their
spiritual home in Pittsburgh?
Yes, they are. Are they staying
away from shul? On the contrary, on the first Shabbat after
the synagogue massacre they
flooded into places of worship.
“It gives me comfort to be
here with my people,” said a
woman who requested anonymity as she listened to
Shabbat prayers on Nov. 3 at

Congregation Shirat Hayam in
Swampscott.
After a deeply emotional
week where Jews wondered
about their security and future
in America, the call from the
American Jewish Committee
to attend a synagogue registered as an example of strength
against hate.
Rabbi Michael Ragozin of
Shirat Hayam said twice as
many congregants than the
previous Sabbath attended service on Nov. 3. Ragozin does
not expect that level of attendance to continue, “but over
time, I think we will see a greater

response – people will want to
get involved. We will see growth
in people coming to shul.”
Rabbi Alison Adler of Temple
B’nai Abraham of Beverly
said up to 300 Jews and gentiles came to a Sunday service
after the Pittsburgh shooting.
“That helped people feel better.
When you have a person across
the street bring cookies and
someone else bringing flowers,
there’s an outpouring of love
and concern that makes people
feel good. Last Shabbat, (Nov.
3) people felt they needed to be
together. All our kids in Hebrew
continued on page 5
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Dr. Anna Ornstein
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imposed a Muslim ban. It was
met with fierce resistance, said
Ornstein. “But in October 2018,
there’s no resistance” when
thousands of U.S. troops are
ordered to Mexico’s border with
the United States to head off a
“non-existent threat” of impoverished immigrants walking
toward Texas.
“It’s in the air,” warned
Ornstein. “Do not look away.
Do not get used to it. These are
the early signs of how a democracy can be undermined and
destroyed. It can be dismantled
in a slow, methodical way.
“This country is famous for
its racism. Once prejudice has
become state-sanctioned, fascists are ignited, and the easy
availability of guns would
be of concern to everybody.
Kristallnacht (the night of the
broken glass) on Nov. 9, 1938 –
saw violence across Germany.
Synagogues burned, there were
91 deaths and 30,000 Jewish
men were arrested. Only this
event made it finally clear how
precarious Jews’ lives were.”
While Ornstein believes there
are good reasons to compare
Germany in the 1930s to today,
she noted a key difference: in
contemporary America, nonJews are standing up for Jews.
She noted the many gentiles in
the audience who had come in
solidarity with Jews. Also, the
institutions – the police, the
government – make America in
2018 different from Germany in
the 1930s.
“We study the Holocaust and
other forms of persecution. We
can draw lessons from them,”
said Ornstein. “This country is
the best Jews have ever known.
This is what the country is built

Happy Holidays!

All Natural

Franks n Blanks……..12 pk…....$6.49

Hungarian village of 4,000 people, mostly peasants, and 40
Jewish families. There was no
electricity, no cars, no phones,”
said Ornstein. “The fate of
Hungarian Jews was different
from others.” The country had
been relatively safe until March
1944, and then Hungarian Jews
began to be deported.
Ornstein was 17 when her
family was brought to Ausch
witz. Her father and grandmother were sent to the gas chambers. Her brothers died in Nazi
forced labor camps. She and
her mother were sent to various
forced labor camps until they
were liberated on May 8, 1945.
But Ornstein did not come to
talk about her personal history.
She came to talk about lessons
learned. She spoke first about
how the democratic Weimar
Republic following World War
I was transformed into a fascist government with the rise of
Hitler, and she had dire warnings about today’s political climate in the United States. She
spoke of how democracy begins
to erode first with small incidents and then rapidly escalates.
As a young girl, she recalled
being with a few of her girlfriends
when they came upon hateful
anti-Jewish slogans scrawled on
a park bench. They said nothing
about it. Ornstein regretted that
because it was not long afterward that such incidents multiplied and turned violent.
“Political issues that appear
in the distance may become
increasingly closer in time,” she
quipped.
As an example, she recalled
that as soon as the new U.S.
administration came into office
in 2017, Pres. Donald Trump

781-828-3530
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The Millennials
WHAT WAS YOUR JEWISH
BACKGROUND GROWING UP?

Both of my parents are Jewish – I was raised
Jewish. I went to Cohen Hillel Academy K-8 – I
really learned about my Jewish identity through
school, through my parents, through my grandfather, who’s very religious – we belong to Temple
Sinai. I would frequently join my family for the
High Holidays, and all those sorts of events at the
temple. We belong to the JCC – we were young
at the time, but we participated in a lot of Jewish
groups, like Jew Crew, stuff like that where we did a
lot of volunteering events … so that was definitely
how I was raised, with my Jewish identity at the
forefront of my existence. It sort of became very
important to me as time went on … now I like to be
my own Jewish adviser, and kind of keep that flame
sparked in me.

HOW WAS YOUR EXPERIENCE
AT BOSTON COLLEGE?

AARON ROTHBARD, 23

What attracted me was the religious aspect. I
mean, I think that especially the Jesuit community – a lot of the morals are the same, all the kids
I met come from a very similar background to me.
I mean, obviously, most of them are Catholic, but
their families still follow a very strict moral compass, for the most part. I actually found that the
types of people I was around were more similar
to myself. There really wasn’t [much of a Jewish
life there]. We had a small Hillel, and I was on the
executive board for it – we did do Shabbat every
week, but [there was a] very small group of kids
there – I’d say probably 30 on a week-to-week basis
showed up, and we had identifying as Jewish about
200 students. It actually probably made me a bit
more Jewish because there was a lack of it, and
after my freshman year, I was feeling that. I didn’t
join the Hillel right away, so I actually missed it
quite a bit. And I never did Shabbat with my family, but I went to Shabbat every week when I was at
school. I think you realize its importance – I really
missed being around people who held that same

HOMETOWN: Marblehead
CURRENTLY LIVING IN: Everett
ALMA MATERS: Marblehead High School ’13,

Boston College ’17

JOB: Account manager at Randstad Technologies
FAVORITE FOOD: Sunday night Chinese food,

definitely.

FAVORITE MUSIC: I’m a hard rock kind of fan –
Breaking Benjamin is my favorite band.

FAVORITE BOOKS: I don’t really read books, but I
really enjoy reading the Wall Street Journal every day.
FAVORITE MOVIES: I really like the movie “Get
Out.” I like the movies “Spotlight,” “Pulp Fiction.”
FAVORITE TV SHOWS:

“Dexter,” “American

Horror Story,” “The Office.”

FAVORITE TRAVEL DESTINATION:

I really like traveling with my family to Longboat Key in
Sarasota, Fla. I really want to go to China.

FAVORITE JEWISH PERSON:
David Schwimmer

After
Pittsburgh
from page 4

school came. It doesn’t feel like
people are afraid to come,”
Adler said.
“What terrorism does could
have the effect of making us feel
unsafe to go into our spiritual
home. It [the Pittsburgh shooting] was a Shabbat. No, we are
not going to allow it to have
that impact on us. People are
coming.”
Several synagogue members with licenses to carry have
asked Chabad of Peabody Rabbi
Nechemia Schusterman if they
could come with their weapons,
and the rabbi agreed to it. “We
are not going to be afraid, but
we are going to make sure that
we are safe and able to go to
shul,” he said.
A dozen students have been
attending training sessions as
to how to respond to increasing
anti-Semitism on college campuses not with fear but with
action. Sponsored by Campus
Anti-Semitism Task Force of the
North Shore, the sessions started before the Oct. 27 Pittsburgh
temple shooting. Collegebound high school seniors are
learning that they must not be
silent in the face of hatred, but
confront it, speak out, and reach
out to authorities to report it,
said Ragozin.
The youngest children at
Shirat Hayam are for the most
part being protected from hearing about the synagogue shoot-

ing, said Ragozin. But children
in seventh grade and beyond,
“are waking up to the realities,”
of it. “They don’t really want to
talk about the attack on Jews.
They want to talk about gun
control,” said Ragozin.
In Beverly, the fifth to seventh graders talked about the
incident in Hebrew school,
said Adler. “When I talked with
them, it was more like anger.
‘How could somebody do that,

rather than fear.’”
Adler mentioned that last
year “somebody was driving
around Beverly with a white
supremacist sign on their door.
The police dealt with it. At that
point, we got cameras, panic
buttons and active shooter
training. We will be doing it
again. We have a security committee. We’ll see what the ADL
and police recommend.”

LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI
We Have All Your Holiday Foods
Fresh Turkeys
Turkey Breast
Boneless Turkey Breast
Capons ~ Ducks
Boneless Chicken Breast
Cornish Hens

o

parve

474 Lowell St., Peabody • 978-535-6449 • FAX 978-535-6816

Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Mass.
Visit our website: www.levineskoshermkt.com

I think there definitely is. I think the older generation, my parents – they were really living in a
perpetual mourning, for all that had been lost in
the Holocaust, the pogroms – all the deadly manifestations of anti-Semitism, and they really kind of
live in this gratitude for the gift of life, and I think
my generation is sort of missing that. I don’t think
we see being Jewish as something you get killed for.
What’s re-stoked the fire in me is seeing that this
anti-Semitism is not dead in any kind of way, and
hopefully this kicks my generation into high gear
on the importance of caring for the Jewish people.

CAN YOU TALK ABOUT YOUR
CAREER?
I work as an account manager at a company called Randstad Technologies. So, essentially
Randstad is a global provider of HR services – the
second largest staffing organization in the world. I
basically serve to understand customer demands,
I plan how to meet the demands, and eventually generate sales for the company as a result of
meeting the demands they have. I actually got
the strong desire to be in sales and management
from the local Jewish community. I was involved
in a variety of Jewish organizations and I ran some
fundraising events … and it put me in connection
with a lot of successful Jewish people, because
that’s really who I was asking for money from at
the time. I met these people, and learned how
they were able to advance their careers – how they
networked, how they grinded, and I sort of tried to
mirror that.
– Michael Wittner

BLER TRAVEL
Always the Lowest Air Fares • Customized Individual & Group Tours
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE

Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS

Europe • Far East • The Caribbean • Florida • Arizona • Las Vegas

617-738-0500 • 800-399-8467
www.bler.com • info@bler.com
45 Bartlett Crescent Road • Brookline, MA 02446

New location to be announced

Tzimmes
Assorted Kugels
Assorted Knishes
Chicken Soup
Chopped Liver
& Much More

Homemade Pies:
Apple ~ Blueberry ~ Cherry ~ Pumpkin

DO YOU SEE ANY DIFFERENCES
IN HOW MILLENNIALS HAVE
APPROACHED THEIR JUDAISM?

STORE
CLOSING SALE

Available Delicacies from TEVYA’S KITCHEN
Roasted Turkeys
Roasted Capons
Brisket & Gravy
Roasted Potatoes
Butternut Squash
Stuffing

feeling. When you meet another Jew, there’s an
immediate warmth to meeting them, and you can’t
really explain it. It’s something I definitely sought
out after my freshman year.

25% OFF
EVERYTHING
IN THE
STORE!
(Even already reduced items)

parve

Celebrating 36 Years
427 Paradise Road, Swampscott
781-599-8829

SAVINGS
UP TO 65%
SALE IN
PROGRESS

EDITORIAL

6 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – NOVEMBER 15, 2018

JEWISH JOURNAL
Steven A. Rosenberg
PUBLISHER/EDITOR

After Pittsburgh: vigilance and security

F

ollowing last month’s Pittsburgh temple
shooting where 11 congregants were
killed on a Shabbat, Jewish organizations,
synagogues and congregants have woken to
a new America. Security is now on everyone’s
mind, and for good reason. Mass shootings are
occurring with alarming frequency in America,
and anti-Semitism is soaring across the country. Just this week, the FBI reported that hatecrime incidents targeting Jews increased 37
percent in 2017.
In Greater Boston, it’s hard to ignore the
increase in anti-Semitism. Over the last 18
months, over 30 anti-Semitic incidents have
been reported in schools in the town of
Reading. Just this month, police say a man who
openly spouted anti-Semitic phrases assaulted
a 66-year old woman on a Cambridge street;
in Malden and Melrose, school officials found
swastikas. Last month, a Salem beach wall
was vandalized with swastikas and other hate
speech that included the phrase “Kill Kykes”
next to a portrait of Hitler.
How the increase in anti-Semitism will
impact Jewish identity is unclear. This comes
as American Jews are growing more secular,
and unaffiliated. A 2013 Pew Research Center

study reported that since 2000, 72 percent of
all non-Orthodox Jews intermarried, less than
one-third of American Jewry affiliated with a
synagogue, and 32 percent of Jewish-born millennials described themselves as having no
religion.
In order to protect those Jews who still affiliate, Jewish organizations are taking every incident seriously these days. Since the Pittsburgh
tragedy, Jewish institutions and synagogues
have met with law enforcement officials to
review security plans and emergency scenarios about how to deal with active shooters.
These security plans – which may range from
installing video surveillance to adding security
guards outside of the buildings – will strain the
budgets of many of these institutions, which
are already struggling to keep their doors open.
While security guards may not be required
outside of all Jewish institutions, the cost of
keeping Jews secure at prayer or at work will
be prohibitive for many Jewish organizations.
While some federal funding has been available
in the past, a new national security fund is now
required to keep Jewish institutions safe. Local
and national Jewish organizational heads must
make this a top priority.

Hamas has the last word.
What now?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A question for God
I stepped outside on Satur
day afternoon, Oct. 27, for a
breath of fresh air, but all I
smelled was hate, bigotry, and
anti-Semitism. A gust of wind
brought the odor of gun smoke
wafting in from the Squirrel Hill
section of Pittsburgh. Eleven of
my people dead, shot inside of
the Tree of Life Synagogue while
they were praying.
I grew up in the aftermath
of World War II. I was told that

it couldn’t happen here, not in
America. We were founded on
the premise of religious freedom, and the safe haven of all
houses of worship. They vowed
“Never Again.” That promise
has been shattered.
Now I am frightened. I feel
very vulnerable. Here in my
United States I am afraid, and
confused, and angry. I know
there are more good people than
bad, but the bad have louder

voices and violent actions, with
dangerous thoughts. There has
been an increase of anti-Semitic
incidents of 57 percent in the
last year alone.
I want to be able to go outside and take a breath of fresh
air without hearing “I just want
to kill Jews.”
Dear G-d, wasn’t 6 million
enough?
Rosalie Kaufman
Swampscott

A note of support from St. Mary’s
Israelis protest the cease-fire announcement in Sderot.

By Ronen Itsik

A

lthough it is still too early
to determine the viability of the cease-fire in the
south, we can say definitively
that Israel has shown beyond a
shadow of a doubt that it wants
Hamas to remain in power in the
Gaza Strip.
The Israeli rationale is based
on four factors: The first is the
self-deterrence fostered by IDF
generals, who have presented the
cabinet with nightmare assessments about retaking Gaza.
The second is concern about
a group even more extreme than
Hamas filling the power vacuum
if Hamas is ousted.
The third is the desire to preserve the separation between
the Gaza Strip and the West
Bank as proof that it is impossible for Israel to talk with the
Palestinians when Fatah and
Hamas leaders cannot even talk
to one another.
The fourth factor is the sensitive situation on the northern border, which is far more
threatening and combustible
and requires more attention and
readiness than Gaza does.
Still, we cannot ignore some
serious, fundamental problems,
which are worsening with time,
as Israel avoids taking off the
gloves when it comes to Hamas.
The first problem is the ero-

sion of the IDF’s operational
effectiveness. It is hard to understand how wayward groups can
launch massive, well-timed,
lethal rocket salvos against the
sophisticated weapons, missile
defense systems, and intelligence systems in which taxpayers invest a fortune every year.
The second problem is the
inability to detach from the
entrenched paradigm in which
everything must be done to
avoid making Hamas feel it is in
danger of losing power. It is hard
not to snicker at the IDF spokesperson’s absurd announcement
about destroying buildings and
“significant” Hamas assets.
The third problem is the
inability to provide security
or a sense of security to Israeli
residents of the south. This is
the most serious problem, and
it fosters basic mistrust in the
political and military systems.
The fourth and final issue is
how Israel appears in the eyes
of its other enemies, specifically Iran. Iran sees a deterred
government, a hapless army,
civilians living without security.
Those enemies are looking on
happily and licking their chops.
This gives them a great deal of
motivation to continue developing their terrorist militias on our
borders, within the framework
of their strategy of protracted
attrition.

I write you on behalf of the
entire St. Mary’s community
to express our condolences to
your community.
Today, our entire school
gathered in honor of All Saint’s
Day, a day during which we
pay homage to those who have
passed and who lived a good
and honorable life. During this

somber service, we as a community said a prayer for those
that lost their lives in Pittsburgh
this past week. We also prayed
for all of those who honor the
Jewish faith, that you may feel
safe in your temples and synagogues.
We want you to know that
St. Mary’s stands by you, and if

there is anything that we may
do to further demonstrate our
support of our brothers and sisters in faith, we are only a call
away.
John F. Dolan
Head of School
St. Mary’s High School
Lynn

The media gets it wrong on Pittsburgh
The murder of Jews at the
Tree of Life Synagogue in
Pittsburgh has left us all numb.
Fortunately, most people in the
Boston area put their differences aside and came together in
many meaningful ways to try
to deal with the horror of the
worst anti-Semitic act in United
States history.
Locally, one glaring exception was, not surprisingly, The
Boston Globe. In paragraph
after paragraph, in an editorial entitled, “Denying hate,”
The Boston Globe incorrectly and foolishly blamed
Republicans and essentially
only Republicans for this tragedy, an inappropriate and disgusting partisan political attack
similar to that of several other
irresponsible left-leaning media
outlets in America.
Instead of being fair and balanced in their political reporting, and instead of trying to find
ways to bring us all together,

these media outlets incessantly
look for ways to divide us, thus
fanning the flames of hatred.
Their hatred of all things Trump
reminds me of another all consuming hatred and that hatred
is called anti-Semitism. In that
regard, these media outlets
need to look in the mirror and
ask themselves: have we always
treated Israel fairly in our own
coverage of the Middle East, or
have our own anti-Israel biases contributed to an increase
in the general hatred of Jews?
Has this then contributed to
the recent dramatic rise of antiSemitism in America? After
all, in the 21st century, there is
usually very little difference, if

any, between anti-Zionism and
anti-Semitism. If these media
outlets looked in the mirror and
answered honestly, I have no
doubt that most would conclude that they have not treated
Israel fairly and such bias has,
in all likelihood, contributed
to the rise of anti-Semitism in
America.
Therefore, these media outlets must acknowledge their
own complicity in the massacre of Jews at the Tree of Life
Synagogue. However, don’t hold
your breath waiting for such
soul searching.
Robert M. Soffer
Sharon

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome.
Letters must be signed and include your name,
address and telephone number for verification purposes.
Submissions are subject to editing for accuracy,
length, libel issues and good taste.
Letters should be 300 words or less. Email submissions to:
editor@jewishjournal.org, subject “Letters.”
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I am the Jewish nurse
By Ari Mahler
I am the Jewish nurse.
Yes, that Jewish nurse. The same one that people
are talking about in the Pittsburgh shooting that left 11
dead. The trauma nurse in the Emergency Room that
cared for Robert Bowers, who yelled, “Death to all Jews,”
as he was wheeled into the hospital. The Jewish nurse
who ran into a room to save his life.
To be honest, I’m nervous about sharing this. I just
know I feel alone right now, and the irony of the world
talking about me doesn’t seem fair without the chance
to speak for myself.
When I was a kid, being labeled “The Jewish (anything),” undoubtedly had derogatory connotations
attached to it. That’s why it feels so awkward to me that
people suddenly look at it as an endearing term. As an
adult, deflecting my religion by saying “I’m not that religious,” makes it easier for people to accept I’m Jewish –
especially when I tell them my father is a rabbi. “I’m not
that religious,” is like saying, “Don’t worry, I’m not that
Jewish, therefore, I’m not so different than you,” and like
clockwork, people don’t look at me as awkwardly as they
did a few seconds beforehand.
I experienced anti-Semitism a lot as a kid. It’s hard for
me to say if it was always a product of genuine hatred, or
if kids with their own problems found a reason to single
me out from others. Sure, there were a few Jewish kids at
my school, but no one else had a father who was a rabbi.
I found drawings on desks of my family being marched
into gas chambers, swastikas drawn on my locker, and
notes shoved inside of it saying, “Die Jew. Love, Hitler.”
It was a different time back then, where bullying was not
monitored like it is now. I was weak, too. Rather than tell
anyone, I hid behind fear. Telling on the people who did
this would only lead to consequences far worse.
Regardless, the fact that this shooting took place
doesn’t shock me. To be honest, it’s only a matter of
time before the next one happens. History refutes hope

Mourners pay their respect to the 11 Jewish victims at
the Tree of Life Synagogue.

that things will change. My heart yearns for change,
but today’s climate doesn’t foster nurturing, tolerance,
or civility. Even before this shooting took place, there’s
no real evidence supporting otherwise. The FBI and
the Southern Poverty Law Center note that Jews only
account for two percent of the U.S. population, yet
60 percent of all religious hate crimes are committed
against them. I don’t know why people hate us so much,
but the underbelly of anti-Semitism seems to be thriving.
So now, here I am, the Jewish nurse that cared for
Robert Bowers. I’ve watched them talk about me on
CNN, Fox News, Anderson Cooper, PBS, and the local

news stations. I’ve read articles mentioning me in the
New York Times and the Washington Post. The fact that I
did my job, a job which requires compassion and empathy over everything, is newsworthy to people because
I’m Jewish. Even more so because my dad’s a rabbi.
To be honest, I didn’t see evil when I looked into
Robert Bowers’ eyes. All I saw was a clear lack of depth,
intelligence, and palpable amounts of confusion. Robert
Bowers probably had no friends, was easily influenced
by propaganda, and wanted attention on a sociopathic
level. He’s the kind of person that is easily manipulated
by people with a microphone, a platform, who use fear
for motivation. I can’t go into details of our interactions
because of HIPPA, but Robert Bowers thanked me for
saving him, for showing him kindness, and for treating him the same way I treat every other patient. This
was the same Robert Bowers that just committed mass
homicide: the Robert Bowers who instilled panic in my
heart worrying my parents were two of his 11 victims
less than an hour before his arrival.
I’m sure he had no idea I was Jewish. Why thank a
Jewish nurse, when 15 minutes beforehand, you’d shoot
me in the head with no remorse? I didn’t say a word to
him about my religion. I chose not to say anything to
him the entire time. I wanted him to feel compassion.
I chose to show him empathy. I felt that the best way
to honor his victims was for a Jew to prove him wrong.
Besides, does it really matter if he finds out I’m Jewish?
The better question is: what does it mean to you?
Love. That’s why I did it. Love as an action is more
powerful than words, and love in the face of evil gives
others hope. It demonstrates humanity. It reaffirms why
we’re all here. The meaning of life is to give meaning to
life, and love is the ultimate force that connects all living
beings. I could care less what Robert Bowers thinks, but
for you, the person reading this, love is the only message
I wish instill in you. If my actions mean anything, love
means everything.
Ari Mahler, a registered nurse, writes from Pittsburgh.

American Jews and Israelis: Planets apart

There have always been gaps between American and Israeli Jews. On matters surrounding Donald Trump, they’re just wider.
By Lawrence Rifkin
JERUSALEM – It’s no secret
that there’s something of a
disconnect between Jews in
the U.S. and Jews in Israel.
Remember the popular book
“Men are From Mars, Women
are From Venus?” Just slip
“Israelis” in place of men, and
“U.S. Jews” in place of women.
But on some things, such as
the gap in perceptions of U.S.
President Donald Trump, many,
if not most, of my fellow Israelis
might as well be from Pluto.
A good place to start is with
Diaspora Affairs Minister Naftali
Bennett.
When it came time for Israel
to show solidarity with U.S. Jews
as they mourned 11 dead coreligionists and began to reconsider their sense of security in
a country where anti-Semites
are crawling out of the woodwork at rates indicating infestation, Bennett flew to Pittsburgh.
But as reported by the online
publication Jewish Insider,
he later met in New York City
with prominent Jewish members of the Council on Foreign
Relations.
“‘I am not sure at all that
there’s a surge in anti-Semitism in America,’” Bennett
mused, according to the report.
“Bennett also doubled down on
a series of tweets in which he
praised President Trump as ‘a
true friend of the State of Israel
and to the Jewish people,’ and
criticized those ‘using the horrific anti-Semitic massacre
to attack President Trump’ as
‘unfair and wrong.’”
This ruffled some feathers in
the room.
The German-born Henry
Siegman, a former national
director of the American Jewish
Congress, retorted: “The problem for me in Germany was

Israel Minister of Diaspora Affairs Naftali Bennett addresses a special memorial service in Pittsburgh.

never whether Hitler was an
anti-Semite. Rather, it was that
the German people, who were
known as the most advanced
and sophisticated, culturally liberal people, allowed this
monster to come to power and
that’s the problem is this country.”
Bennett: “This is not in any
sense Germany of the 30s, it
doesn’t resemble that in any
possible way.”
This led former Warner Bros.
president Edward Bleier to
speak up.
“Some of us are older than
you are and we recall the prewar period in America when
the Nazis convened in Madison
Square Garden and paraded on 96th Street with brown
shirts and swastikas,” Bleier
told Bennett, according to the
report. “And the rallying cry of
the anti-Semites was America
First. So my hair stands on end
when I hear an American president invoke that line.”
Citing this report, AmericanIsraeli journalist Allison Kaplan
Sommer summed things up in

a fine piece for Haaretz by writing: “Not only did Israel’s leaders
choose Trump over American
Jews, but they did so easily, naturally, without hesitation, leaping to the defense of a political
leader who is actively and openly fanning the flames of hatred
that now has an unprecedented
death toll.”
A pair of polls conducted
last May in both the U.S. and
Israel by the American Jewish
Committee show major divides
on a number of issues. They
include Jewish pluralism,
Jewish settlements, the peace
process, and even whether one
side views the other as family
or merely as friends – all issues
important enough to have been
measured over the years.
Now add Trump and his policies on Israel, and the AJC report
has this to say on the findings:
“The gap between American
Jews and Israelis regarding
President Trump’s approach to
Israel is profound. While 77% of
Israeli Jews approve of how the
president is handling U.S.-Israel
relations, only 34% of American

Jews do. A majority, 57%, of U.S.
Jews disapprove, while only 10%
of Israelis do.”
The specific Trump-era issue
highlighted in the report is the
decision to recognize Jerusalem
as Israel’s capital and move the
U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv:
“85% of Israeli Jews, compared
with 46% of U.S. Jews, support
the decision, while 7% of Israelis
and 47% of U.S. Jews oppose it.”
At about the same time, a
poll conducted by University
of Maryland political scientist Shibley Telhami found that
overall support for the embassy
move among Israeli Jews stood
at 73%, with healthy support
from all four major sectors of
Israeli Jewish society: ultraOrthodox (77%), national-religious (89%), traditional (84%)
and secular (60%).
But there’s another Trump
policy decision that certainly
has played a role: backing out
of the multilateral nuclear deal
brokered by former U.S. president Barack Obama to restrain
Iran from becoming a nuclear
power.

Polls conducted among
Jewish Israelis at the time of
the deal showed that very
few shared Obama’s trust for
the Iranians, even with verification provisions. After all, if
things didn’t work out, Tehran’s
nuclear-tipped missiles would
be aimed at Israel long before
being aimed at the U.S., Europe,
Russia or China, the other cosignatories. Similar polls conducted after Trump’s withdrawal from the deal indicated clear,
if not unanimous, support for
the move.
Of course, it’s important to
remember that Israelis have
always seen themselves as
beleaguered, a people surrounded by hordes that want
nothing more than to push
them into the sea.
It doesn’t matter that there
are peace treaties, cold as
they are, with two immediate
neighbors. A third neighbor,
Lebanon, is powerless to prevent Hezbollah from aiming
– and launching – what’s estimated to be tens of thousands
of missiles with Israel’s name
written all over them. And as for
Syria, which once shared Israel’s
quietest border, the jury will be
out for a long time as to just how
close Iranian and other hostile
groups have been able to move
their influence – and forces –
closer to the “Zionist entity.”
The bottom line is that no
matter what Trump means for
the U.S., he is seen in Israel
as having been good for the
Jewish state – and no amount
of bullying, xenophobia, misogyny or just plain buffoonery on
the president’s part is likely to
change that.
Lawrence Rifkin is the
Journal’s bureau chief in
Jerusalem.
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Believe in
our future.

connect with
our future.

Invest in
our future.

We ask for your support by
investing in our community
center and our bright future!
Please consider supporting the JCCNS 2018 Annual Appeal
this year by donating online at JCCNS.ORG/donate or by
contacting Stephanie Greenﬁeld at 781-476-9902.

JCCNS.ORG

Charitable Giving
Epstein Hillel School
By supporting Epstein Hillel
School, you are ensuring the
sustainability and continued
growth of the school, as well
as the vitality and health of a
Jewish community.
Jewish day schools are
essential to a strong and vibrant
Jewish future. Day schools
build a community of active,
committed families who help
to build bridges to synagogues,
Jewish community centers, and
other Jewish organizations and
programming. Research shows
that attending a Jewish day
school has a long-term positive
effect on adult Jewish identity.
It also strongly correlates with
a high degree of engagement
as Jewish professionals and lay
leaders.
Led by Head of School
Amy Gold and an exceptional
leadership team, Epstein
Hillel School is growing
and thriving. Through
steady enrollment growth,
alumni engagement efforts,
and the re-establishment

of its reputation for
academic excellence, EHS is
distinguishing itself among
local private and public
schools by offering the finest
innovative K-8 education north
of Boston. Students, parents,
and community leaders
eagerly engage and rave about
the welcoming and vibrant
community at EHS. There has
never been a more exciting
time to be a part of the EHS
community.
Together, we can build
on our success and ensure
that the next generation of
Jewish children on the North
Shore have an outstanding
educational experience
grounded in Jewish values. This
year, we’re kicking off the giving
season by asking you to show
us why your heart belongs to
Hillel with a gift to the 20182019 Annual Fund.
Email dpmashin@
epsteinhillel.org for more
information.

Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters
Jewish Big Brothers Big
Sisters has been serving the
Greater Boston community
through one-on-one mentoring
relationships for 99 years.
As we look towards our 100th
anniversary, we aim to be an
innovative mentoring agency,
driven by Jewish values, that
serves and empowers children
and adults of all backgrounds
and abilities throughout the
community.
When you give to JBBBS
through your time or your
resources, you can ignite
potential within the children we
serve. You change the lives of
adults with disabilities through
offering inclusive opportunities
for them to engage with the
Jewish community.
JBBBS takes a comprehen-

sive approach to supporting our
clients. In addition to offering
traditional mentoring services,
we provide significant financial
supports (through camp and
college scholarships and emergency financial assistance),
coaching, referrals to other
social service agencies, holiday
programming and social opportunities.
Learn more and consider
volunteering at www.jbbbs.org/
volunteer. Consider supporting
the JBBBS Annual Fund at www.
jbbbs.org/donate. Your gift goes
far. It will ignite potential and
change lives. Lastly, save the
date for our 99th Anniversary
Gala on April 6, 2019! Party
with us and celebrate
mentoring at the House of
Blues in Boston.

Jewish Community Center
of the North Shore
n

n

n

n

Your support can help us do more.

JCCNS 2018 Annual Appeal
Believe in our future:
Believe that the JCCNS will
continue to be a gathering
place for our community for
years to come and that we will
continue to grow! The JCCNS
has been a staple in the North
Shore community and we look
forward to continuing our
services while also bringing
new and engaging programs to
our North Shore community.
Connect with our future:
Whatever your connection is
currently to the JCCNS, we
hope that you will branch
out even more in the future
and connect with us. Try
one more class, or attend a
signature event. Have one
more cup of coffee in our
lobby. Sign up for one more
fitness demo or personal
training. Join our Shabbat for
All Ages celebrations. Bring
your child in for one more
family-focused event. Meet

with a staff member to give
us your suggestions or to join
a committee. Connect with
us, with our mission and with
those we serve.
Invest in our future: A gift
today, any gift, is an investment
in the future of our community.
Don’t take us for granted. In
order to continue doing the
amazing community-building
work that we do, as well as
providing for those who need
financial help to be a part of
our community, we need your
generous support. Together we
can continue to be a shining
light in the North Shore –
one that happily provides a
place for people of all ages,
all religions, all abilities, all
interests and all backgrounds
to gather.
Please consider making a gift
to the JCCNS this year at JCCNS.
ORG/donate.
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Jewish Family & Children’s Service
staff serve JF&CS clients holistically; so while most clients
come to us with one specific
need, many benefit from multiple programs as we come to
understand their particular
needs and challenges.
JF&CS is proud to be a leading provider of comprehensive
human services in Central MA,
Greater Boston, on the North
Shore, and in the South Shore,
and we are excited to continue
to grow and evolve to respond
to the changing needs of the
community.
Everyone has a purpose in
life. Ours is to help people of all
ages and backgrounds pursue
theirs.
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For more than 150 years,
Jewish Family & Children’s
Service has focused on a singular, powerful goal: to improve
people’s lives.
People with Alzheimer’s
and Parkinson’s disease, adults
with different abilities, children
with autism, new parents, and
people with low income all
deserve the chance to thrive.
We strive to strengthen families,
enhance the quality of life for
older adults and people with
disabilities, and provide a safety
net to people in need.
We do this by offering a full
continuum of care through
our network of 40 programs
in Eastern and Central
Massachusetts. Our interconnected programs and caring

Visit jfcsboston.org.

New England Yachad
Volunteer with Yachad’s
inclusive bowling league.
Can you spare some time
to volunteer with Yachad?
Volunteer with our inclusive
bowling league! Come be a part
of our inclusive Matzah Bowl
bowling league for adults with
disabilities and their friends.
We have a blast every week at
Boston Bowl.
Our participants, volunteers
and staff come together on
Monday nights to socialize,
have fun, and bowl. Volunteers
bowl alongside our participants
and play an important role in
making sure the bowlers in
each lanes are happy, engaged
and having fun. We even have
professional bowlers who
give us tips on improving our

games, and bowling shoes are
provided. Each week, we also
enjoy a delicious kosher dinner
and snacks.
This program is a great way
to have fun while making an
impact on the lives of people
with disabilities. Meet us at the
bowling alley at 6:00, or travel
with us from Brookline at 4:30!
We meet on Monday nights
from 6:00-8:00 p.m., at Boston
Bowl, 180 Morrissey Blvd., in
Dorchester. The winter league
will run from November 12th
through March 4th.
Look out for spring dates in
2019!

Because Everyone Belongs

BECAUSE
EVERYONE
BELONGS

to know incredible people
“andGetting
having the opportunity to share

my special Jewish experiences at
Yachad Shabbatons has been an
amazing source of learning, sharing,
and growth for me.
- Alexa Levitt, Advisor

”

Yachad.org/NewEngland/Donate

Children
Teens
Adults
Social Programs
Recreational activities
An Agency of The
Orthodox Union

Yachad is dedicated to enhancing the life opportunities of individuals with disabilities, ensuring their participation
in the full spectrum of Jewish life.
New England Yachad, 384 Harvard Street, Brookline, MA 02446

Questions? Contact Rebecca
Gilbert at gilbertr@ou.org or
617-209-6799 extension 103.

Dalia Hochman to lead
Gann Academy
Gann Academy, Greater
Boston’s independent Jewish
high school, has announced
the appointment of Dr. Dalia
Hochman as the next Head of
School effective July 1, 2019.
Dr. Hochman is a nationally
known educator and innovator
who is currently an advisor to
schools around the country. She
is best known for her leadership
and strategic advisory work for
Summit Learning, the Silicon
Valley charter network funded by
The Chan Zuckerberg Education
Initiative.
Hochman brings to Gann an
expertise in the field of learning
science, human development,
and student assessment. A recipient of the Truman Scholarship,
she holds a Ph.D in Education
Policy, Politics, and Leadership
from Columbia University, and
is a graduate of Yale University.
Hochman also studied at The
Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies
and The Hebrew University
of Jerusalem during a Dorot
Fellowship in Israel.
“Gann is known for its innovative education and pedagogical
sophistication, and Dr. Hochman
surpassed all expectations. She

Dr. Dalia Hochman

has developed a unique understanding of ‘what works’ at the
country’s most well-respected
schools, and was recommended to us by leading educators
around the country,” said Scott
Cohen, president of the Board of
Trustees.
Hochman’s commitment to
Jewish pluralism was similarly
important to the search committee. She is a graduate of Solomon
Schechter Day School of Greater
Boston, worked as a counselor
at Camp Ramah Palmer, has
a child that attends a Chabad
Montessori school, and belongs
to a Reconstructionist synagogue.

Hanukkah is early this year!
Our Hanukkah Greetings issue publishes on
November 29. The ad deadline is November 20,
so call and reserve your ad space now.
Call 978-745-4111 x140 or x150.

Give the Gift of Mentoring.
Give the Gift of Friendship.

JBBBS Ignites Potential.
Help us change the lives of others through volunteering
as a mentor to a child, or a Friend to an adult with a disability.
To learn more about volunteering or becoming involved as a Little or a Friend,
visit us online at www.jbbbs.org or call 617-558-6547.
Make a gift today online at www.jbbbs.org/donate

Save the Date for our 99th Anniversary Gala on April 6, 2019!
JBBBS is committed to maintaining a diverse, and inclusive community and welcome people of all faiths and backgrounds.
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My Heart Belongs to Epstein Hillel

LimmudBoston to hold
Jewish learning day on Dec. 2

Dylann Cooper

Alumna, Class of 2010
"My heart belongs to Hillel for many reasons
because my class (of 23 including me) was not
just a group of friends, but a small family in itself.
We looked out for each other and many still
remain some of my closest friends to this day...
A Jewish education was very important to my
parents, but I myself quickly came to realize how
invaluable it was to me as well. I have been able
to factually back up stories and other important
data regarding Israel and what it means to be
Jewish in today’s world. I would never have
learned these lessons if not for Hillel, and for that
I am forever grateful."
We ask for your support in continuing to provide
a world-class education to the Jewish community
north of Boston. Please consider a gift to the
2018-2019 Annual Fund by emailing Deryn
Pressman-Mashin, Director of Community
Engagement at dpmashin@epsteinhillel.org

Amy Gold, Head of School
Marblehead, MA | epsteinhillel.org | 781.639.2880

Hanukkah is early this year!
Our Hanukkah Greetings issue publishes on
November 29. The ad deadline is November 20,
so call and reserve your ad space now.
Call 978-745-4111 x140 or x150.

LimmudBoston participants at a class last year

LimmudBoston, the community-wide festival of Jewish
learning, returns to the Temple
Reyim/Mayyim Hayyim campus in Newton on Sunday, Dec.
2. LimmudBoston is a day when
Jews of all ages gather for Jewish
exploration, study, discussion,
performance and community.
Volunteer presenters share
their areas of passion and greatest knowledge. This year’s highlights include odes to Israel at
70, including Israeli-Palestinian
cooperation efforts, Israeli
social justice activism, and text
study in Hebrew with a visiting
scholar. In a featured lunchtime
presentation, Brandeis professor Jonathan Sarna will speak
on American Jews and the land
of Israel.
The spirituality of beekeeping, Jewish meditation, and
Jewish moments in mainstream
film are among the more than
70 class choices during the
day. A host of creative sessions,
from storytelling to the latest
in Jewish music and kippah
decoration, invite hands-on
participation. Representatives
of Moishe House, the hub of
Jewish young adult communi-

ties, will lead a candle lighting
ceremony at the day’s end – followed by a spirited sing-along
with LimmudBoston’s many
musicians.
“Our program team crafted
a really exciting and varied program from over 100 submissions. It’s like Youth Group for
everyone,” said Steffi Aronson
Karp, founder and executive
director of LimmudBoston.
“We are honored that Eli Ovits,
chief executive of Limmud
International will join us at
LimmudBoston this year.”
LimmudBoston is one of 90
Limmuds (Hebrew for “teaching”) throughout the world.
One of LimmudBoston’s
points of pride is its intergenerational quality. This year, the
all-day children’s programming,
Camp Limmud, is a collaboration between Camp Ramah
and Little Beats at the Dance
Academy. (While walk-ins are
always welcome, children’s
program reservations must be
made in advance.)
The schedule and advancedrate tickets are available at
www.LimmudBoston.org.

FABULOUS OPPORTUNITIES

~ Marblehead ~

Classic center entrance 4 br, 2.5 bath colonial
set on a lovely tree-lined dead end street.
Minutes to schools, beaches and all that downtown
Marblehead has to offer!
$599,000

300 Salem Street
Swampscott
781.593.6111

~ Swampscott ~

Desirable Eisemann’s Beach location.
Beautifully maintained. Opportunity for
both formal entertaining and
wonderful everyday living.
$939,000

saganharborside.com

72 Front Street
Marblehead
781.631.8800

COMMUNITY NEWS

THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – NOVEMBER 15, 2018

11

As Gaza cease-fire takes hold, Lieberman resigns
Israel’s Defense Minister
Avigdor Lieberman abruptly
resigned his post and removed
his Yisrael Beytenu Party from
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s governing coalition
less than a day after Israel reportedly agreed to a cease-fire with
Hamas.
During the announcement at
a meeting of the Yisrael Beytenu
Knesset faction on Wednesday,
Lieberman also called on
Netanyahu to call early elections
and not to “paralyze the country
in the long term.”
“I have tried to remain a faithful member of the Cabinet and to
make heard another view, even
at a great electoral and political
price,” Lieberman stated, adding
that the cease-fire announcement “cannot be interpreted in
any way other than a surrender
to terror.”
“This will severely harm our
security in the long term,” he
said. “The response that we gave
to the 500 rockets shot from Gaza
was not enough, to say the least.
The south should come first. Our
weakness is being broadcast to
other fronts.”
Speaking of Hamas’s intentions during the flare-up,
Lieberman said: “Hamas isn’t
talking about coexistence and
recognition of Israel. They don’t

Avigdor Lieberman

want to reduce unemployment
in Gaza.”
According to Israel’s Channel
10 news, at least four senior
ministers opposed the ceasefire during a seven-hour cabinet
meeting on Tuesday.
Lieberman, Justice Minister
Ayelet Shaked (Bayit YehudiJewish
Home),
Education
Minister Naftali Bennett (Bayit
Yehudi-Jewish Home) and
Environmental
Protection
Minister Ze’ev Elkin (Likud) disagreed with the prime minister’s
decision to de-escalate the conflict following a severe, 25-hour
pounding of Israel’s south by
Hamas with more than 450 rockets and mortar shells.
Housing
Minister
Yoav
Galant (Kulanu) said the security cabinet ultimately accepted
Netanyahu’s decision, though
Netanyahu reportedly did not

Anti-Semitism in our community
from page 1

an estimated 200 Jewish families
live, school officials have discovered more than 30 swastikas in public schools over the
last 18 months. Last month,
over 200 people attended a vigil
against anti-Semitism in the
Reading Town Common. Still,
in the weeks following the vigil,
educators have found a slew of
swastikas in schools, including
two that were discovered last
week in separate bathrooms at
Reading Memorial High School.
“The incidents continue to
occur and with increased frequency. After each incident our
frustration, and the frustration
of this community grows,” said
Reading Town Manager Robert
LeLacheur,
Superintendent
of Schools John Doherty and
Reading Police Department
Deputy Chief David Clark in a
joint statement.
To date, there have been no
arrests relating to the swastikas.
Police and school officials are
“aggressively reviewing camera
footage and interviewing potential witnesses,” town leaders
said.
“I am obviously really
upset, and I am worried that
town residents are getting tired
of hearing about this,” said
Rebecca Liberman, who grew
up in Minnesota and has lived in
Reading for 18 years. Her father
was able to escape Germany in
the 1930s. Still, many of her relatives perished at the hands of
Nazis during World War II.
In Melrose, swastikas were
discovered in separate boy’s
bathrooms at Melrose Veterans
Memorial Middle School on
Nov. 2 and 5. Following the incidents, the school scheduled a
class for all students on Nov. 13
to discuss discrimination and
harassment.
In a letter to the community,
the school’s interim principal
Jaime Parsons implored parents to speak to their children
about hate speech. “Please talk

with your children and assure
them that we do not tolerate
any hateful speech or imagery
and that MVMMS is a school
where everyone belongs. We are
a community that is inclusive
and supportive of one another and we will not tolerate any
hateful or hurtful words and/or
symbols. We expect that every
person at MVMMS feels safe,
supported, and respected,” said
Parsons.
Also on Nov. 5, Malden
educators discovered a swastika etched into an elevator at
the city’s high school. Malden
Superintendent John Oteri said
the Malden Police are investigating the incident. He also said
that the school is working with
the ADL and to incorporate curricula and discussions to promote tolerance and respect. “It is
extremely troubling and highly
inconsistent with the inclusive
culture that we are committed
to at Malden High School, where
there is absolutely no place for
hate,” said Oteri.
The discovery of swastikas
in the Reading, Melrose and
Malden schools followed the
Nov. 1 incident in Cambridge,
where police arrested Jarrett
Harris, 62, of Cambridge, and
charged him with assault and
battery on a person over 60 and
assault and battery to intimidate
– which is a hate crime.
According to a police report,
Cambridge Police were called to
the area of Inman and Harvard
Streets where they found the
suspect and victim at the scene.
According to police, the suspect,
Harris, physically assaulted
the 66-year-old woman while
repeatedly making anti-Semitic
statements directed at the victim. According to police, “the
suspect reportedly pushed the
victim against a wall and placed
his fist against her throat.”
Police said the victim declined
to receive medical attention.

put the decision to a vote.
Initial reports following
the cease-fire announcement
claimed Lieberman, Bennett,
Shaked and Elkin had voted
in favor of the initiative, but
Lieberman and Bennett’s offices
both issued statements vehemently denying any support for
the cease-fire.
Lieberman’s move to pull
his six-member Yisrael Beytenu
Party out of the government
leaves Netanyahu with the slimmest of ruling majorities, with a
coalition of only 61 members out
of 120. A ruling majority is not
mandatory to maintain power,

to be attentive to the feelings of
the people, and we are a wise
nation. But in times of crisis, at a
time of fateful decisions regarding security, the public at times
cannot be a partner to decisive
considerations that must be hidden from the enemy,” he added.
“At these times, leadership is
not doing the easy thing, but the
right thing, even if it is hard,”
he said. “Leadership is standing
up to criticism when you know
things that are secret and sensitive, and which you cannot share
with the citizens of Israel.”

though any “no confidence”
motion can collapse a government in Israel’s parliamentary
system.
At
a
memorial
event
for Israel’s first prime minister,
David Ben-Gurion, and his wife,
Paula, Netanyahu defended
the cease-fire announcement,
claiming that Hamas “begged”
Israel for the cease-fire.
“In times of trial, Ben-Gurion
made fateful decisions,” said
Netanyahu. “Sometimes, he did
so contrary to popular opinion,
but over time, these decisions
turned out to be correct.”
“In routine times, a leader has

– JNS.org

why go to stores who just SELL mattresses when you can go to the experts who MAKE the mattresses?

STOREWIDE BLACK FRIDAY SALE!
ONE DAY ONLY! FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD!

Save 20% on Everything in the Store!
*AND FREE DELIVERY!

Then save 15% all weekend,
Sat, Nov. 24th - Sun, Nov. 25th!
* Free shipping within 40 miles of Salem.

1-800-56-GARDNER • 978-744-1810 • www.gardnermattress.com
Three convenient locations in Massachusetts:

Made in
the USA

254 Canal Street, Salem • 99 Commerce Way, Woburn • 118 Needham Street, Newton
Celebrating over 80 years in business!

AT YOUR SERVICE
BAY STATE
WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Now carrying

Ready Made Curtains
Selected items 25% OFF
Custom Draperies,
Blinds, Shades & More!
Free Estimates & Installation
86 Tremont Street, Peabody
baystatewindowfashions.com

LOCH TILE
Your bathroom tiles look dirty,
grout falling apart, leaking?
We can make it look like
a brand new installation,
repairing and regrout.
Please call or text me at

781-504-3895
Lochtile.com

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
Residential | Commercial | General Carpentry

& CONSTRUCTION LLC

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks
781.598.5989

www.raffaeleconstruction.com
3/16

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

W. J. SKOURAS & CO. INC.

www.wjskouras.com
Call John: (978) 531-5545
Fax: (978) 977-9982

Licensed | Bonded | Fully Insured

To advertise, call 978-745-4111 x140 or x150
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Ahead

COMMUNITY NEWS

SEVENTH ANNUAL DREIDAL DASH - 2018
Everybody is welcome to annual Dreidal Dash in Marblehead

Kids 1-mile race on the Marblehead Bike Path. Race begins at 11:30 a.m.

FABULOUS FALL FASHIONS !

You Will Love
Our Clothes!

Beautiful Clothes
for all Occasions!

Selma’s

For the finest collection of

Since 1948

CASUAL DAYTIME WEAR
to BLACK TIE PARTY WEAR

10K race from the JCCNS, around Marblehead Neck and back.
Race begins at 12:00pm.

December
2nd

Fees: 1 Mile Kids Run – $5.
10 K Race – $20 pre-registered – $25 on Race Day.
Day of Registration at JCC starting at 11 a.m.
(Fees will increase by $5).

Extraordinary, Contemporary Clothing
for Today’s Woman

Age Groups: 19 and Under; 20-29;
30-39; 40-49; 50+.
For more information, contact JCCNS
Race Director Andrew Dalton at
781-476-9904 or adalton@jccns.com.

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA | 781.289.3672
By Appointment | Entrance at Rear of House | Major Credit Cards

Jewish Community Center of the North Shore, 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

Week of Friday, Nov 16, 2018 through Thursday, Nov 22, 2018
RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET (PG)
Wed: (1:30), 6:45

•

DR. SEUSS’ THE GRINCH (PG)
Fri: (4:15), 6:45, 9:00 • Sat: (11:40 AM),
(2:00), (4:15), 6:45, 9:00
Sun: (11:40 AM), (2:00), (4:15), 6:45
Mon & Tue: (4:15), 6:45 • Wed: (2:15),
(4:25), 6:30 • Thu: (4:25), 6:30
BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY (PG-13)
Fri: (3:45), 7:15, 10:00
Sat: (12:30), (3:45), 7:15, 10:00
Sun: (12:30), (3:45), 7:15
Mon & Tue: (4:00), 7:15
THE GUILTY (DEN SKYLDIGE) (R)

Thu: 6:45 PM

RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET
IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (PG)
Wed & Thu: (4:15 PM)

FANTASTIC BEASTS: THE CRIMES
OF GRINDELWALD (PG-13)
Fri: 7:00 PM
Sat & Sun: (12:15), 7:00
Mon & Tue: 7:00 PM
Wed & Thu: (4:00), 7:00

Exhibited in HD in our intimate 18-seat theater

Fri: (4:45), 7:20, 9:15 • Sat: (12:00),
(3:00), (4:45), 7:20, 9:15
Sun: (12:00), (4:45), 7:20 • Mon & Tue:
(4:45), 7:20 • Wed: (3:00), (4:45), 7:20
Thu: (4:45), 7:20

FANTASTIC BEASTS: THE CRIMES
OF GRINDELWALD 3D (PG-13)
Fri & Sat: (4:00), 9:50
Sun - Tue: (4:00 PM)
Wed: (1:15 PM)

Visit our website for other showtimes

One East India Square • Salem, MA • 978-744-1400 • www.CinemaSalem.com

SMALL WORKS EXHIBIT,

presented by the Greater Haverhill
Arts Association, at the Hall-Haskell
Gallery in Ipswich. Open 1 - 5 p.m. daily.
Reception: Sunday, November 18, 1 - 5
p.m. Hall-Haskell Gallery, 36 South Main
St., Ipswich.

NOVEMBER 16

TISH WITH RABBI LEV
FRIEDMAN Temple Ahavat Achim

A vocal and orchestral feast
not to be missed!

SECOND ANNUAL YACHAD
LAUNCH PARTY Join Yachad

for the second annual LAUNCH party
at Launch in Watertown. Open to all
high-schoolers and Yachad members
ages 14-22. Program will kick off with
trampolines, Zorb soccer, dodgeball,
volleyball, basketball and a foam pit.
Jump time is 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. Snacks
will be provided. Launch Trampoline
Park, 10 Manley Way, Watertown.

THE HAVDALAH CAFE,

invites the community for a light supper,
singing, prayers and Torah study. Rabbi
Friedman is a seasoned service leader
who brings life experiences, knowledge
and wisdom along with music and the
teachings. 6:30 p.m. RSVP by Nov. 9th
at taagloucester.org. All are welcome.
Temple Ahavat Achim, 86 Middle St.,
Gloucester.

sponsored by Chabad of the North
Shore. Join the community for musical
havdalah; live music; new week
meditation; delicious food. Adults
only, cash bar. 6:30 p.m. Cover: $20.
nsjewish.com. Adea’s Mediterranean
Kitchen, 90 Lafayette St., Salem.

NOVEMBER 17

concert program featuring spellbinding
Russian Opera Arias and classical
and contemporary song selections by
beloved Russian composers. This is
first U.S. appearance of the international
opera star Zhanna Alkhazova after
her recent smashing tour of Israel. 7
p.m. Donations: students/seniors $20;
general - $30, children 12 and under free. Museum of Modern Renaissance,
115 College Ave., Somerville.

An
Afteatrnoonthe

Featuring soprano
Brooke Dircks
and tenor
Yeghise Manucharyan,
Symphony by the Sea
presents highlights
from the most
beloved operas.

Donald Palma,
Music Director

NOVEMBER 15 - 18

Opera

Verdi
Puccini
Mozart
Rossini
Bizet

Sunday, November 18
The Cabot Theater, Beverly, 3:00 PM

Tickets available at www.thecabot.org or at the Cabot Box Office

AUTUMN SOIREE: JEWELS
OF RUSSIAN ARIAS & SONGS

NOVEMBER 18

ISRAELI FOLK DANCE

JEWISH DISCOVERY CENTER

Presented by Temple Sinai, a multisensory approach to Jewish holidays,
customs and Hebrew language. Children
ages 4 and 5 and their parent(s) will
have the opportunity to explore their
heritage in a fun, hands-on environment.
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 1 Community Road,
Marblehead

SCIENCE MAGIC SHOW and

admissions information session at the
Rashi School. The Rashi’s School’s
Curious Minds program will begin at
9 a.m. with Mike the Bubble Man’s
interactive show that combines music,
comedy, and bubbles of all sizes.
Immediately following the program,
the information session will take place.
Families will have the opportunity to
meet with Rashi teachers, parents, and
students. Free. To RSVP, call Adrien
Khelemsky at 781-355-7316, email
Akhelemsky@rashi.org or visit rashi.
org/cm. 8000 Great Meadow Road,
Dedham.

JEWISH ART AND ARTISTS

Jewish Adult Education Series,
presented by the Merrimack Valley
Jewish Federation (MVJF). The series
will consist of a trio of programs
that explore Jewish art and artists
through different lenses. Shirah Rubin,
MVJF artist in residence, will lead the
sessions. The first session explores the
question, “What is Jewish Art?” The
class will offer an historical overview
of Jewish art beginning in biblical
times up to contemporary times, and
a look at the work of many Jewish
artists. The cost of the program is
$50 for all three sessions, or $20 per
session. For payment or information,
visit the website, mvjf.org or call the
office at 978-688-0466. 2:30 p.m.,
Temple Emanuel in Andover.

RISE & SHINE! Josh and the

WORKSHOP WITH EYAL
OZERI, Event led by Israeli

choreographer Eyal Ozeri, who will
teach his own and other dances at an
afternoon workshop in Marblehead.
He is well-known for his dances in
Europe, China and New York and leads
many classes in Israel. His dances
tell the story of Israel. Many of his
choreographies are from his youth,
including the classics Braham, Barcheni,
Boreach Mikehev and many more.
3-4:15 p.m.: Basic/Intermediate; 4:30
- 5 p.m.: Open Dancing; 5:15 - 7 p.m.:
Advanced; 7-8 p.m.: Open Dancing.
Event includes a light meal. For more
information, contact annettezrihen@
gmail.com or 617-738-5038, or Jeff at
617-935-5316. hakesheronline.com/
documents/Ticketing.html. Temple Sinai,
1 Community Road, Marblehead.

Jamtones Free Family Concert and
Brunch at the Solomon Schechter
Day School. Come jam with us to
a low-acoustic concert followed by
pancakes, eggs, toast and fruit. Please
bring a can of kosher tuna to help in
the fight against Jewish hunger. To
RSVP, contact Stephanie Maroun at
617.630.4625 or stephanie.maroun@
ssdsboston.org. 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
Solomon Schechter Day School, 60
Stein Circle, Newton.

TEEN ISRAEL ADVOCACY
FELLOWS 2018-19, presented by

Lappin Foundation. Israel advocacy
classes for teens in grades 11 and 12.
Participation in any teen trip to Israel
is a prerequisite. Teens will learn how
to support Israel through effective
advocacy by gaining education and
developing communication skills. A
light dinner will be provided. 6 – 8 p.m.
For more information, contact Sharon
Wyner by calling 978-565-4450.
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panel investigating the contributions
of the writer, political thinker and
Shoah witness Vasily Grossman (19051964). Born and raised in Berdichev,
Grossman entered the Soviet literary
scene in the late 1920s and, following
the Nazi invasion, became one of
the most famous Soviet frontline
journalists. Among Grossman’s greatest
achievements are “The Hell of Treblinka”
and the novels “Life and Fate.” 4:30 –
5:45 p.m. Free. Center for Government
and International Studies, 1730
Cambridge St., Cambridge.

NOVEMBER 29
COLOR TRANSITIONS, Opening
reception for a solo show by local artist
Olga Gernovsky, inspired by the natural
transitions between the seasons. The
paintings will be on display through
December 6 at the Marguerite Pearson
Gallery of Rockport Art Association
and Museum. 2 - 4 p.m. Admission is
free, light refreshments are provided.
Rockport Art Association & Museum, 2
Main St., Rockport.

COMMUNITY STEM NIGHT,

NOVEMBER 25

NOVEMBER 30

Sponsored by Epstein Hillel School.
Children ages 4-12 invited for an
evening of hands-on STEM activities.
Explore the salinity of the Dead Sea,
design Greek columns, experiment with
the humidity of the rainforest, etc. Pizza
and salad will be served until 6:10.
Admission is free. 5:45 – 7:30 p.m.
781-639-2880. EHS, 6 Community Road,
Marblehead.

PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT
SHALOM CIRCLE, presented by

Street T stop on Tremont Street).
ceremony is Sunday, Dec. 2, and
will include dignitaries, live Berklee
music ensemble, warm beverages and
Chanukah treats for children. Fun for
the whole family. All are welcome. 4 –
5 p.m. For more info, email Events@
ChabadDowntownBoston.org or call
617-297-7282.

classes and workshops are held at the
Chabad Lynn Campus at 151 Ocean
St., Lynn.

DECEMBER 8

CHANUKAH ARTS POP-UP

Chabad of the North Shore introduces
the North Shore Jewish Arts
Collaborative. Classes and workshops
in fine arts, dance and more art forms.
Classes begin with a Chanukah Arts
Pop-up day of workshops. Chabad
of the North Shore’s new North of
Boston Kosher Pizza Cafe will be open
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. Classes offered:
Hip Hop-Jewish Dance Fusion (ages
5-9); Chanukah Still Life Painting
(ages 10-13); Introduction to Portrait
Drawing (adults and teens). nsjewish.
com. $25 per student. All NSJ Arts

13

lively music and professional dancers
for the Sugar Plum Fairy. Dancers
from several local dance studios are
performing. 2 p.m. Tickets $20 - $30.
Visit newenglandballetensemble.com for
additional information about the show or
to purchase tickets online. Marblehead
Veterans Middle School, 217 Pleasant
St., Marblehead.

PJ LIBRARY HANUKKAH
PARTY, HAVDALAH & DINNER

THE NUTCRACKER, presented by

New England Ballet Ensemble. This is a
professionally choreographed production
featuring a large cast, colorful costumes,

nov

Lappin Foundation and Temple B’nai
Abraham invite families with young
children to celebrate Hanukkah and
Havdalah with stories, music, crafts,
latkes and dessert. 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Walk-ins are welcome. This program
is free and open to all. For more
information or to RSVP, contact Phyllis
Osher at 978-740-4404 or posher@
lappinfoundation.org. Temple B’nai
Abraham, 200 Lothrop St., Beverly.

dec

25

24

Lappin Foundation. Children ages 8
and younger, parents, grandparents
and friends are invited to welcome in
Shabbat with Shabbat stories, songs,
friendship and a free dinner. 5:30 – 6:30
p.m. Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St.,
Peabody.

DECEMBER 2

BERNSTEIN ON BROADWAY. A

musical tribute to Leonard Bernstein, a
celebration of the the 100-year legacy of
one of the most iconic Jewish figures of
the 20th century. Featuring Cantor Elias
Rosemberg, Rav Hazzan Aliza Berger and
Mezzo-Soprano Roselin Osser. 7 p.m.
$25 for adults; $20 for students. Call
617-558-8100 or visit templeemanuel.
com/BernsteinOnBoradway. Temple
Emanuel, 385 Ward St., Newton.

NOVEMBER 26

PJ LIBRARY HANUKKAH
STORY HOUR Lappin Foundation

and Temple Ner Tamid invite children,
ages six and younger, and their parents/
caregivers to a free PJ Library Hanukkah
Story Hour at Lynnfield Public Library.
Hanukkah stories, music with Rabbi
Richard Perlman and snacks. For more
information, contact Phyllis Osher
at 978-740-4404 or e-mail posher@
lappinfoundation.org. 4 – 5 p.m. 18
Summer Street, Lynnfield.

ARABELLA STRING QUARTET,
featuring Sarita Kwok, violin, Julie Eskar,
violin, Ettore Causa, viola and Alexandre
Lecarme, cello, performing quarters from
Schubert and Ravel. Free. This concert
is sponsored by the Saul B. and Naomi
R. Cohen Foundation. 3 p.m. Temple
Emanuel, 385 Ward St., Newton.

The Annual Not Exactly
Christmas Show

PJ LIBRARY HANUKKAH
STORY HOUR Join New England

Yachad for a Chanukah party. Open
to families with children ages 15 and
under. All abilities welcome. Local
artist Shira Moss will help us create
crafts projects with both new and
recycled materials. Delicious latkes and
jelly donuts. Contact Caryn Schiller at
schillerc@ou.org or 617-209-6799 ext.
102.

Get your tickets today at CityWinery.com/Boston
80 beverly st. Boston Ma 02114 | (617) 933-8047 |www.citywinery.com/boston |
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35TH ANNUAL MENORAH
LIGHTING ON THE BOSTON
COMMON presented by Chabad

presented by the Project on Russian
and Eurasian Jewry. A discussion

of Downtown Boston, Back Bay,
Beacon Hill & south End. 35th annual
celebration of light and liberty on
the Boston Common. The lighting of
the New England’s tallest menorah
at Brewer Fountain (next to the Park
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Fine Chinese Cuisine

373 Lowell Street • Peabody, Massachusetts

Happy Thanksgiving!
We will be closed on Thanksgiving Day

SUN-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials: MON-FRI 11:30am-3pm
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Temple listings
Temples are listed alphabetically, by city.

ANDOVER – Chabad Lubavitch of
Merrimack Valley, 310 North Main
Street. Rabbi Asher Bronstein. Friday
night, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Chabad of
North Andover branch, Rabbi Zalman
Borenstein. chabadmv.com.
ANDOVER – Congregation Beth
Israel of the Merrimack Valley,
6 Dundee Park, Suite 301, Andover.
Rabbi Howard Mandell. Friday night
services, musical Shabbat with
dinner twice a month. Shabbat
morning services every Saturday
at 9:30 a.m. 978-474-0540.
Email office@BethIsraelMV.org.
bethisraelmv.org.
ANDOVER – Temple Emanuel
Andover, 7 Haggetts Pond Road.
Rabbi Robert Goldstein. Cantor Idan
Irelander. Friday night services
7 p.m. Beginning Friday, August 24,
Friday night Shabbat services start
at 6:00 p.m. Saturday minyan at 9
a.m. templeemanuel.net.
BEVERLY – Temple B’nai Abraham,
200 East Lothrop Street. Rabbi
Alison Adler. Friday, 7 p.m.,
Saturday, 9 a.m. tbabeverly.org.
CHELSEA – Walnut Street
Synagogue, 145 Walnut Street.
Rabbi Lila Kagedan. The Walnut
Street Synagogue is the inclusive
and diverse home of Congregation
Agudas Shalom.
walnutstreetsynagogue.com.
CHELSEA – Temple Emmanuel
Chelsea, 60 Tudor Street. Rabbi/
Cantor Oksana Chapman. Friday
night, twice a month, first and third
Fridays. 617-889-1736. facebook.
com/TempleEmmanuelChelsea.

NORTH CHELMSFORD –
Congregation Shalom, 87
Richardson Road. Rabbi Shoshana
Perry. Friday night services at 6,
7, or 8 p.m. (time determined by
variant for that week), Friday Tot
Shabbats at 6:15 p.m., once a
month. congregationshalom.org.
GLOUCESTER – Temple Ahavat
Achim, 86 Middle Street. Rabbi
Steven Lewis; no cantor. Friday night
services, first Friday of every month;
every Saturday at 9 a.m. 978-2810739. Taagloucester.org.
HAVERHILL – Temple Emanu-El
Haverhill, 514 Main Street. Cantor
Vera Broekhuysen, spiritual leader,
assisted by Rabbinic Intern Mona
Strick. Services every Saturday
morning at 9:30 a.m., special
Friday night services at 7 p.m.
TempleEmanu-el.org.
LOWELL – Temple Emanuel of
Merrimack Valley, 101 West Forest
Street. Rabbi Robin Sparr. Friday night
services September-June, at 7:30
p.m. temv.org.
MALDEN – Congregation Agudas
Achim-Ezrath Israel, 245 Bryant
Street. Sexton Wayne Freedman.
Cantorial soloist Phyllis Werlin.
Saturday services at 9:30 a.m.
followed by Kiddush. aa-ei.org.
MARBLEHEAD – Congregation
Ahabat Sholom, 1 Community Road.
MARBLEHEAD – Temple Emanu-El,
393 Atlantic Avenue. Rabbi David
Meyer. Music specialist Jon Nelson.
Friday night services 6 p.m. emanuel.org.

HEALTH
SERVICES
ADULT DAY HEALTH

HOME HEALTH CARE

MARBLEHEAD – Temple Sinai,
1 Community Road, Marblehead.
Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez; Cantor
David Aronson. Friday night services
at 6:00 p.m., Saturday services at
9:30 a.m. templesinaiweb.org.
MEDFORD – Temple Shalom of
Medford, William and Charlotte
Bloomberg Community Center, 475
Winthrop Street. Rabbi Braham David.
Cantor Howard Stern. Friday night
services at 7:30 p.m., followed by
oneg shabbat; Saturday morning at
10 a.m., followed by kiddush lunch.
templeshalommedford.org.
MELROSE – Temple Beth Shalom,
21 East Foster Street. Rabbi Arnold M.
Fertig. Cantorial soloist Beth Purcell.
tbsma.org.
NEWBURYPORT – Congregation
Ahavas Achim, 53½ Washington
Street. Rabbi Benjamin Resnick. No
cantor. Services Saturday at 9 a.m. All
are welcome. Caanewburyport.org.
PEABODY – Chabad Lubavitch of
Peabody, 682 Lowell Street. Rabbi
Nechemia and Raizel Schusterman.
JewishPeabody.com.
PEABODY – Congregation Sons
of Israel, Park and Spring Streets.
Spiritual leader Seth Landau. First
Friday monthly, at 7:30 p.m., Saturday,
Sunday, at 9 a.m. peabodycsi.org.
PEABODY – Congregation Tifereth
Israel, 8 Pierpont Street. No rabbi or
cantor. Services led by shul president
Elliot Hershoff and soloist Joanne
Pressman. Friday services once a
month. 978-531-8135. ctipeabody.
org.

HOME HEALTH CARE

chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100

Activities, Meals & Programs for Seniors

ASSISTED LIVING

Home Healthcare • Nurses • PT
Pharmacists • Transportation
Companionship • Handyman Services

HOME HEALTH CARE

Let us show you how we can
help, no matter where you
call home. Call us today!

781-691-5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

Friday, Nov. 16 ~ 4:01 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 23 ~ 3:56 p.m.

MEMORY SUPPORT

PRIVATE HOME CARE

339-532-7214
Personal Assistance at Home
dignitycs@gmail.com
FLORENCE & CHAFETZ
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826
CHELSEA

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

TOPS PASSIONATE
PRIVATE HOME CARE

Specializing in private duty home care
for over 25 years • Fully insured

TONYA NASH

Hours: 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411
PEABODY

Assisted Living for those
with Memory Loss

PRIVATE HOME HEALTH CARE

JM

Private Home Health Care Services
Your Well-Being Is Our Priority
Over 10 years experience in the industry with good rates

JOHN MULINDE

(Home Health Care Specialist)
Waltham, MA

pmayanja@gmail.com • 617-803-6183

OPTOMETRIST

REHABILITATION/NURSING

Dr. Philip Linsky

GROSVENOR PARK

Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,
Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633

Demand the Best!

SHORT-TERM REHABILITATION
RESPITE or LONG-TERM CARE
7 Loring Hills Ave. • Salem, MA 01970
on the Swampscott/Marblehead Line
For information, call

Specialized Assistance for Seniors

781-775-7284
www.TopsPassionateHomeCare.com

Most Vision Plans Honored

www.grosvenorparkhc.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

HOSPICE CARE

ORTHODONTIST

SKILLED NURSING

CHELSEA JEWISH HOSPICE
AND PALLIATIVE CARE

chelseajewish.org

617-889-0779

VNA
Hospice
Private Services

For ALL Your
Home Care Needs!
Delivering Excellence in
Home Care for Over 100 Years!
781-598-2454
www.allcare.org

(978) 741-5700

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

PEABODY

Keeping you safe, comfortable
and independent at home.

781-639-4759

www.confidentialcareathome.com

HOME HEALTH CARE

chelseajewish.org | 978-532-4411

HOME CARE

Shabbat
Candle Lighting

SWAMPSCOTT – Congregation
Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Avenue.
Rabbi Michael Ragozin. Cantor Alty
Weinreb. Friday night at 6 p.m.
Saturday services. shirathayam.org.

617-889-8744

Skilled Nursing and Therapy Services

HOME HEALTH CARE

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN
ESTATES

Traditional Assisted Living

WINTHROP – Temple Tifereth Israel
Winthrop, 93 Veterans Road. Cantor
Craig Mael. Saturday services at 9:30
a.m., followed by a kiddush. Sunday
services at 8:30 a.m., followed by a
breakfast. Friday night services once
a month. 617-846-1390. JewishWinthrop.org.
To list your organization or to change
any information, contact Steve at
rosenberg@jewishjournal.org.

SWAMPSCOTT – Chabad Lubavitch
of the North Shore, 44 Burrill
Street. Rabbi Yossi Lipsker and Layah
Lipsker. Rabbi Shmaya Friedman.
781-581-3833. nsjewish.com.

chelseajewish.org

Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

chelseajewish.org
978-471-5153

CHELSEA

SAUGUS – Congregation Ahavas
Sholom, 343 Central Street. Cantor
Joel Davidson, High Holidays only.
Learned fellow, Michael Simons.
Friday night services, once a month,
second Friday of the month. 781-2313562.

CHELSEA JEWISH VISITING
NURSE AGENCY

877-406-4245

allhourshomehealth.com

AGING LIFE CARE

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0826

REVERE – Temple B’nai Israel
Revere, One Wave Ave., Revere.
Reb Misha Clebaner. Cantorial soloist
Jake Harris. Friday night services
7 p.m., unless stated otherwise.
tbirevere.org.

HARRIETT AND RALPH KAPLAN
ESTATES

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

COHEN FLORENCE LEVINE ESTATES
THE ESTATES ON ADMIRAL’S HILL

PEABODY – Temple Ner Tamid, 368
Lowell Street. Rabbi Richard Perlman.
Cantor Stephen Abramowitz. Friday
night at 8 p.m., unless otherwise
stated. Evening Minyans SundayThursday 7:30 p.m. Morning Minyans
Saturday 9:30 a.m., Sunday 9:00
a.m. templenertamid.org.

WAKEFIELD – Temple Emmanuel,
120 Chestnut Street. Rabbi Greg
Hersh. Weekly Shabbat services:
Friday nights at 7:30 p.m., and
Saturday mornings at 9:30 a.m., on
the first and third Saturdays of the
month. Tot Shabbats are held on the
second Saturday at 9:30 a.m., with
an alternative Shabbat on the fourth
Saturday morning at 9:30 p.m. 781245-1886. info@WakefieldTemple.
org. facebook.com/wakefieldtemple.
wakefieldtemple.org.

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE

CHELSEA JEWISH LIFECARE
SHAPIRO-RUDOLPH
ADULT DAY HEALTH CENTER

PEABODY – Temple Tiferet
Shalom, 489 Lowell Street. Rabbi
David Kudan. Music Director Bryna
Tabasky. July and August only, Friday
night Shabbat at 7:00 p.m., 7:30 p.m.
for the rest of the year. Saturday
morning Service, Snack, and
Study at 9:30 a.m. 978-535-2100.
templetiferetshalom.org.

DR. BUCK WEAVER
DR. CARLIN WEAVER

LEONARD FLORENCE
CENTER FOR LIVING

chelseajewish.org | 617-887-0001
CHELSEA

Compassionate Care for the Entire Family

VINNIN SQUARE
230 Salem Street, Swampscott, MA 01907
781-581-1550
www.weaverortho.com

LASER DENTISTRY

PRIVATE DUTY CARE

CHELSEA

CHELSEA JEWISH FOUNDATION

JEFFREY AND SUSAN BRUDNICK
CENTER FOR LIVING

North Shore Center

for Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
NO DRILLS, NO NEEDLES,
NO PAIN (95% OF THE TIME)

RONALD T. PLOTKA, DDS, PC
GREGORY J. FEIDER, DMD

293 Humphrey Street, Swampscott
Office (781) 599-8300 • Fax (781) 593-5440
northshoredentist.com • hello@northshoredentist.com

CHELSEA JEWISH PERSONAL CARE
Dedicated to Gilda and Bob Richman

chelseajewish.org

CHELSEA JEWISH NURSING HOME

chelseajewish.org | 617-884-6766

chelseajewish.org
978-471-5100
PEABODY

617-889-0811

Personalized Caregiving at Home

Revolutionary Model of Care
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Who gave anti-Semitism permission to crawl out from under its rock?
By Jacqueline Breines
Our hearts are broken. We’re
desolate. We’re angry. We’re even
a little bit surprised. Who gave
American anti-Semitism permission to crawl out from under
its rock? Oh. Right.
With regard
to
terrorism
hitting home,
American Jews’
innocence has
been crushed, in the same way
that all Americans’ innocence
was shattered on 9/11.
The Pittsburgh shooting has
harshly reminded us that white
nationalism threatens us all. The
past two years have imparted
a false sense of relief for Jews
at not being the top target for
hate this time around, with refugees and/or Muslims claiming
that dubious honor. Many Jews
have stepped up to defend those
attacked, in part because it’s
the right thing to do, and also
because we know that our turn
will inevitably come.
And our turn came. We didn’t
need to wait very long. After all,
we live in a time when Jew-hating
can be put on public display, just
as it was in Charlottesville, and
our president musters up a big
shrug in response.
We find ourselves torn
between heartbreak and anger,
though they can feel like the
same emotion traveling in
opposite directions, with heartbreak focused inward and anger

First
Person

focused outward. When we
focus on our heartbreak, we are
often reduced to tears. This is
fine as an immediate release of
emotion but unsustainable as a
long-term response.
Anger, on the other hand, is
an excellent long-term response,
as it can drive action. So as the
shock wears off and your heartbreak dulls, I ask you to hold

onto your anger. I ask you to let it
rise. I ask you to stand up to the
hatred behind the heinous acts
that took place in Pittsburgh.
Is this a call to violence? No.
Gandhi admonished us that “an
eye for an eye will only make
the whole world blind,” and he
was right. ‘Eye for an eye’ creates
a connection to those against
whom we desire revenge, rather

than a connection to their victims.
No, the way we should stand
up is to be openly proud and tolerant Jews. This, in and of itself,
will cause pain to white nationalists. Pittsburgh’s victims were
killed because they were Jewish,
and also because they were
hated for their support of today’s
refugees. If you’re Jewish, rise up
by living your Judaism openly
and boldly. If you’re Jewish or
not, rise up by fighting on behalf
of today’s refugees.
It matters when we stand up
for others; it matters when others stand up for us.
It’s important to remember
that although we live in a time of
hate speech and violent acts, we
are mostly surrounded by people who are as appalled as we
are. Pittsburgh’s Jewish leaders
have been inundated with offers
of help from Jews and non-Jews
alike, to the point where they
can barely field the onslaught of
overtures. It is striking that out
of an evil act can come such a
barrage of blessings.
When we feel overcome by
despair, it’s important to remember that love trumps hate, and
light trumps darkness. It’s trite
but true. When good people
shine their light, when good
people stand up strong and tall
against evil, then hate and darkness recede. Let your Jewish
light shine. Let your Muslim
light shine. Let your refugee light
shine. Let your transgender light

shine. We are stronger together
when we loudly and proudly
exude those traits that also make
us a potential target.
In Judaism, it is said that the
whole world is a narrow bridge,
and the important thing is to not
be afraid. We must have courage,
even when the narrow bridge
is suspended over a river of
hatred. We must confront those
who promote intolerance and
spread fear of the other, even as
we comfort the most recent victims of hate. This is the healthy
response to such a tragedy.
Stand together with all victims of hate, regardless of which
group is the target-of-the-week.
Call out hate at every opportunity; make it feel unwelcome. I
harbor no illusions that we can
drive hate completely out of our
America, but let us at least drive
it back under its rock where it
feels less emboldened.
Cantor Jacqueline Breines is
the spiritual leader of Ahava in
Newton.
Editor’s note: Opinions
expressed in the First Person
column are those of the
writers and not the Jewish
Journal. Have an essay or an
opinion piece you’d like to
publish? Please submit to
editor@jewishjournal.org,
with the subject head “First
Person.” Submissions should
be 800 words or less.

Outside America, temples are always on guard
from page 1

Ed Davis, a security expert
and the former police commissioner of Boston, said that many
American synagogues have used
aspects of the European model,
and expects more may do so in
the wake of the Pittsburgh massacre.
“In the past, what they’ve
done is they’ve relied on public
authorities to be present and to
have a show of force with armed,
uniformed police personnel,”
said Davis. “There have also
been very low-key, more or less
undercover people who were
part of the congregation, and
maybe one or two people who
were armed. But they were never
armed in an overt way. However,
I think you have to look at the
models in Europe, and whether
or not it’s time to put armed
individuals in high-profile locations outside the door.”
In Israel, there is high-level
security just about everywhere.
However, according to Jerusalem
native Rachel Jacobson, now
of Swampscott, synagogues in
Israel are in fact less protected
than many other buildings.
“The less secured are the
synagogues and the temples in
Israel, because they’re always
open for people to come in and
out,” said Jacobson.
Jacobson also pointed out
that from a young age, Israelis
are trained to be alert to their
surroundings, and this diligence
grows when they serve in the
army.
“Every Israeli is taught to be
alert – in school you are taught,
at home you are taught,” said
Jacobson. “Not all synagogues
are secure, but first of all, people know everyone who belongs
to the synagogue, and I think
Israelis also have good eyes to

strangers from outside – language, accent – and anything
that looks suspicious to them,
they will report it in a second.”
Brookes recounted a similar
situation while visiting a synagogue in Gibraltar, a British
territory on the southern tip of
Spain. Synagogue volunteers in
Gibraltar try to ascertain that
visitors to the synagogue are
Jewish.
“As you walk in through the
door, the first thing that happens
is you get met by somebody who
says, ‘Who are you?’ And then:
‘What’s your name, what’s your
Hebrew name, where were you
bar mitzvahed?’” she recalled.
“And they’re supposed to look at
your passport.”
Brookes noted that in
Gibraltar, the synagogues are
unmarked, and look like any
other building on the street.
That is the other option:
instead of fences and guards,
synagogues sometimes disappear into intentional obscurity.
That’s the memory for Emma
Belitsky of Boston, who grew up
in Ukraine when it was part of
the Soviet Union. All forms of
religious activity were banned,
but Belitsky said Jews needed to
be especially careful. There were
no synagogues, and any Jewish
activity was practiced secretly in
homes, behind closed curtains.
“It was kind of underground.
And every time I would go to
Passover or the New Year, I
would lie to my friends – I would
say it’s somebody’s birthday,”
said Belitsky. “For Jewish people,
just being Jewish was a curse.”
For Davis, retreating into the
shadows, as so many Jews all
over the world have had to do, is
not the solution.
“You should not take symbols

off of your building or try to
operate in secret – that’s a terrible statement about our society,
and it reminds you of repressive
regimes,” he said. “So I think
that you follow the British model
here: Keep calm and carry on.”

KITCHEN & BATH
SHOWROOM
Wholesale & Retail
Plumbing & Heating Supplies
55 Alley Street, Lynn
781-592-0583
www.bourneufshowroom.com
Open: Monday – Friday 9 am-4 pm
Saturdays 9 – 12

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com

They’re smarter than you think.
A1 has the best, most effective methods to
get rid of mice, rats and rodents.
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INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS
NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA ~ 978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS

82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA ~ 978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com
“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

Phyllis (Moll) Grosser, 86, of Peabody, formerly of Revere
Phyllis (Moll) Grosser, of
Peabody, formerly of Revere,
entered into rest on November
9, 2018 at the age of 86.
Beloved wife of the late
Bernard Grosser. Devoted
mother of Terri and her husband Jeffrey Goldberg of
Lexington, and Melinda and
her husband James Abbisso
of Marblehead. Cherished
grandmother of Sarah, Rachel,
Hannah, and Jennie Goldberg,
and Jacob Abbisso. Loving aunt,
great-aunt, and great-greataunt of many nieces and neph-

ews. The loving sister of the
late Samuel (and Louise) and
Albert (and Rhoda) Moll. Sisterin-law of Morton (and the late
Jacqueline) Grosser, and the late
Alfred Grosser. Dear daughter of
the late Raizel and Pesach Moll.
Phyllis grew up in Revere and
was proud to be a part of the
Moll legacy on Shirley Avenue.
She loved to bake and cook
and to gather with the family
she loved so much. She was
a member of Hadassah and
the Brooksby Village Jewish
Association. Phyllis also loved

to speak Yiddish and to play
mah johngg. She will be greatly
missed by everyone whose life
she touched.
A funeral service for Phyllis
was held on November
12 at Temple Emanu-El in
Marblehead, with interment at
Mishkan Tefila Cemetery in West
Roxbury. Arrangements were
under the care of StanetskyHymanson Memorial Chapel,
Salem. For more information or
to register in the online guestbook, visit www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

James E. Hill, 68, of Winthrop, formerly of Brookline
If a death occurred yesterday...
...what would your family be facing today?
Peace of mind is priceless. Avoid crisis and provide
comfort with Advance Planning of final arrangements.
Call us today for a free Personal Planning Guide

781-581-2300

10 Vinnin Street, Salem MA 01970
A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River MA 02720

Marblehead Memorials
Since 1922

Monuments ~ Markers ~ Bronze
Engraving ~ Cleaning

Marblehead Memorials is a top-rated
monument business offering the best prices in the area.
Please contact us today and
let us know what we can do to help.

James E. Hill, 68, of Win
throp, formerly of Brookline,
passed away on November 10,
2018, after a yearlong valiant
battle with stage 4 peritoneal
carcinomatosis.
Beloved husband and best
friend of Gail Paris of Winthrop,
with whom he shared 30 years
of marriage. Loving son of
Eileen Hill of Newton and the
late Martin Hill. Dear brother
of Jerold Hill and his wife Patti
of Newton, nephew of Myra
Freedman of Needham and
the late Melvin Freedman, and
special cousin of Peter Feinberg
and his wife Janet of Natick. He
is survived by many wonderful
nieces, nephews, cousins, inlaws, and friends.
James, known to family and
friends as Jim, Jimmy, or Soskie,
was a graduate of Brookline
High School 1968 and Bucknell

NOTICES

P.O. Box 2104 (Workman’s Circle), Peabody, MA 01960
978-531-0606 ~ maplehillcemeterypeabody@gmail.com
www.maplehillcemetery.com

Slotnick Monuments

Marblehead Memorials
Daniel J. Cedrone
781.248.1374 ~ www.marbleheadmemorials.com

University 1972. Prior to his
retirement in 2017, he was the
owner of Paris Distributors. He
will be terribly missed by all
who were lucky enough to have
known him. He had a wonderfully dry sense of humor, was
very easy going, and never had
a bad word to say about any-

one. There was not a day that
went by that he didn’t make Gail
laugh. James loved the ocean
and beach, especially Salisbury
Beach, the Red Sox, and the
many dogs and Pulik who
owned him.
Memorial service and a
celebration of his life was
held at Temple Tifereth Israel,
Winthrop,
on
November
14. In lieu of flowers, contributions in James’ memory
can be made to his favorite
and special charity: Conquer
Cancer Coalition, P.O. Box 973,
Framingham, MA 01701 (www.
ConquerCancer.org). Assisting
the family with arrangements
was the Torf Funeral Service,
151 Washington Ave., Chelsea.
For an online guestbook, visit
www.torffuneralservice.com,
call 617-889-2900, or visit www.
legacy.com.

SC

Memorial Group
Est. 1910

232 Fuller Street, Everett, MA 02149
617-387-3980
Production facility / Sales office / Outdoor display
Full service drafting and sandblasting shop

Slotnick’s MetroWest Monuments
5 Edgell Road, Suite 1
Framingham Centre, MA 01701
508-872-1400
Corporate office / Sales office / Indoor display

Drive carefully…
We can wait.
Two convenient locations servicing families throughout Greater Boston,
North Shore, South Shore, Sharon Memorial Park and MetroWest.
www.scsmg.net

Family-owned and operated since 1933

BARAN, Mildred (Zimmer
man), 79 – late of Malden, formerly of Brooklyn, N.Y. Died on
November 1, 2018. Wife of the
late Melvin D. Baran. Mother
of Andy and his wife Lisa Baran
and Alecia Baran. Grandmother
of Evan, Shayna and Sadie.
Sister of Melvin, Allen, and
late Sheldon Zimmerman.
(Goldman)
COWAN, Roberta (Cohen), 84
– late of Marshfield, formerly
of Skowhegan, Maine. Died on
November 3, 2018. Wife of the
late Burton Cowan. Daughter
of the late Ida and Harry Cohen
of Everett. Mother of Richard
Cowan of Dracut, Jayne
Cowan Moreau of Powell,
Ohio, and mother-in-law of
Karen Mirabito-Cowan and
Matt Moreau. Grandmother of
three. Sister of the late Maurice
Cohen of Maine and Boca
Raton, Fla. (Torf)
GENKIN, Esfir (Yablochnic),
86 – late of Lynn. Died on
November 7, 2018. Wife of
the late Gutman Genkin.
Mother of Helena Romanovsky
and her husband Alexander
and Anna Tihonov and her
husband Uri. Grandmother
of Alexander Tihonov and
Michael Romanovsky. Sister of
Raisa Chikvashvili. Daughter of
the late Samuel and Hannah
(Fix) Yablochnic. Mother-inlaw of Svetlana and her family.
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)
JACOBS, Eunice, 96 – formerly of Swampscott. Died on
October 31, 2018. Wife of the
late Bertram Jacobs. Mother of
Linda Jacobs Rivera, Jan Jacobs
Rand, and Judith Jacobs Blood,
continued on page 17
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Lila K. Musinsky, 89, of Swampscott, Salem and Peabody
Lila K. Musinsky, of Swamp
scott, Salem, and Peabody,
entered into rest on November
7, 2018.
Born in Brookline on April
24, 1928, she remained close
with her elementary school
friends throughout her life. She
earned an associate’s degree
from Endicott College, after
which she married her true love
Melvin Musinsky on the day
after Valentine’s Day, 1948. She
moved to Swampscott, where
they raised their family.
Lila was a devoted daughter, a wonderful mother, doting grandmother, and a terrific
homemaker. A long-time member of Kernwood Country Club,
she was an avid golfer, scoring
her first hole-in-one at the age
of 71. She continued to play golf
into her 80s. Lila was also a master bridge player, a voracious
reader, and a lover of symphony,
art, and especially gardening.
Most important throughout her
life were her family and friends.
Her devotion was evidenced

by continued relationships she
shared with them even as her
Alzheimer’s progressed.
Lila was predeceased by her
parents, Edith and Milton Kahn,
and by Melvin Musinsky, her
husband of 52 years, and by her
sister Betty White and Betty’s
husband Lesner and her brother
Martin Kahn. She is survived by
her children Ellen Musinsky and
her spouse Diane Padilla, Amy
Musinsky, and Susan Musinsky

and her spouse David Krieger,
her grandchildren Rebecca and
Eli Krieger, as well as a huge and
connected extended family.
While Lila’s disease changed
her world in all ways, she continued with her interests and
being with family and friends
throughout the duration of her
life. She moved to Legacy at the
Kaplan Center in Peabody several years back. The family cannot fully express their thanks
for the loving care provided by
so many.
Funeral services were held on
November 9, at Temple Emanuel,
Marblehead, where she was a
longtime member, and was followed by burial in Danvers. In
lieu of flowers, contributions in
Lila’s memory may be made to
the Alzheimer’s Association, 309
Waverly Oaks Road, Waltham,
MA 02452, or the Kaplan Center,
240 Lynnfield St., Peabody, MA,
01960. For more information or
to register in the online guest
book, visit www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

NOTICES
from page 16

and mother-in-law of Tony Blood
and Juan Rivera. Grandmother
of Alison Oxton, Justin Blood,
Jenna Harris, and Casey Black,
and great-grandmother of four.
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)
POLLEN, Louis K., 91 – Died
on October 31, 2018. Father
of Victoria, Nancee, Lynnda,
and Pamela, and stepfather of
Marjorie. Grandfather of 15
and great-grandfather of 17.
(Stanetsky-Hymanson)
WERLAN, Lois A., 62 – late
of Malden. Died on November
7, 2018. Daughter of the late
Eleanor (Katzman) and the late
David Werlan and stepdaughter of Sandra Levin. Sister of
Marjorie E. Werlan. Special sister to Audrey and Ron Venooker
and their family and Andrea
Leopold and her family. Also

survived by her extended family
and friends. (Goldman)
ZETZEL, Richard – late of
Winthrop. Died on November
5, 2018. Husband of Carole
Zetzel of Winthrop. Son of the
late Phillip and Edna (Berenson)
Zetzel. Father of Jonas Zetzel
of Surfside, Fla. (Torf)

LEGACY
Honor your friend
or loved one
with a donation to
the Jewish Journal.
Your gift supports
the continuity of Jewish life
in our communities.

OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints brief
notices for free. Biographical
sketches up to 200 words
cost $100; longer submissions will be charged accordingly. Photographs cost $25
each; emailed photos should
be sent as jpeg or tiff files.
Submissions are subject to
editing for style and space
limitations. Obituaries can
be mailed, faxed, emailed or
hand-delivered to our office.
For further information, contact your local funeral home;
call Andrew at the Jewish
Journal at 978-745-4111 x174;
or email andrew@jewishjournal.org.

Thank you for donating to the Jewish Journal
during the month of October, 2018
Barry & Rosalyn Abrams
Barbara Bender Abramson
David & Arlene Addis
Ronnie Amar in honor of my
twin grandchildren Emmy &
Mason O’Koomian
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Muriel Chandler
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Esther & Richard Salinsky
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John & Linda Smidt
Barbara & Steve Smidt
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Dr Jon & Marilyn Volovick in
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And thank you to all our
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Marvel writer, editor and publisher
Stan Lee dies at 95
Stan Lee, the legendary
writer, editor and publisher
of Marvel, died on Monday at
the age of 95 in Los Angeles, a
family representative told The
Hollywood Reporter.
Stanley Martin Lieber was
born in Manhattan on Dec. 28,
1922 to Romanian-born Jewish
immigrants, and started at
Timely Comics in 1939, creating or co-creating Spider-Man,
Black Panther, Iron Man, the
Incredible Hulk, the Mighty
Thor, Dr. Strange, Ant-Man,
the X-Men, Daredevil and the
Fantastic Four, among numerous other figures. Timely, by the
1960s, would evolve into Marvel
Comics.
He took a break from the
comics scene to write manuals and scripts for training
films while serving in the U.S.
Army during World War II. He
achieved the rank of sergeant.
“Stan Lee always was a big
source of cultural pride as a
kid, both as a New Yorker and
as a Jew,” NBC News political
reporter Benjy Sarlin posted on
Twitter. “It meant a lot to me
that so many great comic creators had similar biographies to
my grandparents and that their
world was reflected in the work
itself.”
Actor, comedian, writer, and
director Seth Rogen tweeted:
“Thank you Stan Lee for making people who feel different
realize they are special.”
Ryan Reynolds, who played
the Marvel character Deadpool,
tweeted: “Damn … RIP Stan.

Photo by Gage Skidmore/Wikipedia

Stan Lee in 2014

Thanks for everything.”
Following his retirement
from Marvel, he remained a
public figurehead for the company, and frequently made
cameo appearances in movies
based on Marvel characters.
Meanwhile, he continued independent creative ventures into
his 90s until his death in 2018.
Lee was inducted into the
comic book industry’s Will
Eisner Award Hall of Fame in
1994 and the Jack Kirby Hall
of Fame in 1995. He received a
National Medal of Arts in 2008.
He is survived by a daughter,
Joan Celia “J. C.” Lee, and his
younger brother Larry Lieber, a
writer and an artist for Marvel.
On July 6, 2017, his wife of 69
years, Joan, a hat model whom
he had met in 1947, died of
complications from a stroke.
She was 95 years old.
– JNS.org
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Hold Farrakhan and his associates responsible
for their words and deeds

Louis Farrakhan holds a copy of the Koran.

By David Rosenberg

A

fter the massacre at the Tree of Life
congregation, I am still angry and
extremely disappointed by the politicization of this horrible atrocity. Indeed, I
was horrified to hear our own local state representative orate at the support ceremony
at Temple Sinai the following day, that the key
to fixing the situation was
to go out and vote, presumably for a Democrat.
If we want to be honest, anti-Semitism transcends politics and partisanship. Yes, I am
sure Trump’s rhetoric and lack of identifying
and condemning alt-right groups has led to
increased racism of all types by an extreme
fringe of those on the right. However, one
could easily argue that it is liberal progressives and the mainstream of those on the
left that propagates the majority of antiSemitism in the world.
The simple fact is that it is politically correct to be an anti-Semite today. By way of
example, the most public, hate-spewing, vitriolic anti-Semite today is Louis Farrakhan.
His most recent diatribes contain phrases
which state Jews are “satanic” termites, and
Adolph Hitler “was a very great man.” Why
is this most evil person consistently supported by those on the left?
The Congressional Black Caucus held a
secret meeting with Farrakhan in 2005, but

First
Person

hid it from the public “to avoid controversy.”
Twenty-one current members of the CBC,
all Democrats, were at that meeting. All of
them declined to denounce Farrakhan when
asked this past year by The Daily Caller, the
media outlet that broke the story. Moreover,
many of them now openly support him. Rep.
Danny Davis (D-IL), stated, “I don’t regard
Louis Farrakhan as an aberration or anything, I regard him as an outstanding human
being.” The other 20 members are as follows:
• John Lewis (D-GA)
• Gregory Meeks (D-NY)
• Bobby Rush (D-IL)
• Maxine Waters (D-CA)
• Barbara Lee (D-CA)
• Eleanor Holmes Norton (Non-voting
delegate, Washington D.C.)
• Alcee Hastings (D-FL)
• Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX)
• Sanford Bishop (D-GA)
• Bobby Scott (D-VA)
• Bennie Thompson (D-MS)
• Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX)
• Elijah Cummings (D-MD)
• Lacy Clay Jr. (D-MO)
• David Scott (D-GA)
• Greg N.K. Butterfield (D-NC)
• Emmanuel Cleaver (D-MO)
• Al Green (D-TX)
• Gwen Moore (D-WI)
The leaders of the recent Women’s March,
Tamika Mallory, Linda Sarsour and Carmen
Perez all have ties to Farrakhan. In fact, Ms.

Mallory referred to him by the acronym
“GOAT”: “greatest of all time.”
A new photo of Farrakhan recently made
the national news (via FOX, not CNN or
MSNBC). The photo clearly shows Farrakhan
standing next to a smiling Barack Obama at
a meeting in 2005. “The journalist who took
the photo said he suppressed its publication
to protect Obama’s presidential aspirations.”
Lastly, the Deputy Chairman of the
Democratic National Committee, Keith
Ellison (D-MN), once defended Farrakhan
from charges of anti-Semitism. While he
later disassociated himself from Farrakhan,
and maintained the posture that he never
met with him again, that turned out to be
false. He was present with Farrakhan at several meetings, including one with the then
president of Iran.
Unfortunately, the honorable Louis
Farrakhan is but one example of politically
correct anti-Semitism. There is a plethora of others on the left, many stemming
from the thinly-disguised Boycott, Divest
and Sanctions movement. Google the terms
“anti-Semitism” and “college campuses” and
you’ll find numerous cases.
So, what can we do in the face of the largest deadly anti-Semitic attack in U.S. history? The answer is quite simple. We must
point out all types of racism and hold those
accountable responsible. There should be a
portion of this very newspaper that is devoted to it on a regular basis. I suggest that all of
our politicians have a responsibility to shout
out and condemn racism and bigotry whenever it occurs, but especially with members
of their own party. Our Democratic delegation certainly has a lot of work to do.
David Rosenberg writes from
Marblehead.
Editor’s note: Opinions expressed in
the First Person column are those of the
writers and not the Jewish Journal. Have
an essay or an opinion piece you’d like to
publish? Please submit to editor@jewishjournal.org, with the subject head “First
Person.” Submissions should be 800
words or less.

Messing, Milano
protest antiSemitic ties
to Women’s March

Debra Messing
and Alyssa Milano

Actors Alyssa Milano and
Debra Messing are being
applauded for speaking out
against anti-Semitism associated with the Women’s March
movement, with the former
announcing that she will not
speak at next year’s march and
the latter backing the decision.
The Zioness Movement,
which attended the Women’s
March in 2017, said it “applauds
Alyssa Milano and Debra
Messing for calling out the leaders of the Women’s March for
their hateful rhetoric and their
continued association with bigots and anti-Semites like Louis
Farrakhan.”
Messing, who is Jewish, was
raised in Brooklyn, N.Y., and
attended New York University’s
Tisch School of the Arts.
“Zioness rejects the divisive
examples of Linda Sarsour,
Tamika Mallory and others who
claim to be ‘leaders’ of women,
while they continue to support
anti-Semitic, homophobic figures like Farrakhan and make
consistent efforts to demonize
the Jewish community in progressive spaces. We refuse to be
intimidated by their attempts
to exclude progressive Zionists
from spaces like the Women’s
March,” added the group.
– JNS.org

Marblehead Pediatrics
We provide comprehensive health care for infants,
children, adolescents and young adults from birth to age 22.
Our medical staff includes three pediatricians,
two certified nurse practitioners, and
additional medical support staff.
We welcome new patients and
accept most health insurance plans.
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45 Congress St. Salem, MA 01970
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70 Atlantic Avenue, Marblehead, MA 01945
Phone: 781-631-7800 | Fax: 781-631-4319
www.marbleheadpediatrics.com
Mon: 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. (Walk-in hours) | 9 a.m. to 5:45 p.m.
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The Follen Angels to perform at the Marblehead Little Theatre
International cabaret and
jazz recording artists, The Follen
Angels will return to Marblehead
Little Theatre on Dec. 1 at 7:30
p.m. with hip, new arrangements to celebrate the music of
Gershwin and Cole Porter. The
group includes Hildy Grossman
on vocals, Shinichi Otsu on
piano, Kenneth W. Dantzig on
drums, Rick Stone on sax/clarinet, and Mike Ball on bass.
The Follen Angels bring
their own unique styling to
such tunes as, “Another Op’nin
Another Show,” “What Is This
Thing Called Love,” “My Heart
Belongs To Daddy,” “My Funny
Valentine,” “It Don’t Mean a
Thing If It Ain’t Got That Swing,”
“Goody Goody,” and many
more. The Angels also dive into
the lives of the iconic artists who
originally brought these songs
to life. Hear what has made
these timeless artists and their
music a national treasure.
The Follen Angels recently
completed an East Coast tour,
after taking center stage at
the renowned “Metropolitan
Room” in New York City, the
Knickerbocker Café in Warwick,
R.I., and the Holiday Inn in
Brookline. Over the years, they
have filled concert halls and
radio airwaves, and brought

Photo by Bob Bond

Vocalist Hildy Grossman and drummer Kenneth W. Dantzig of the
Follen Angels.

enthusiastic audiences to their
feet, from Scullers Jazz Club
in Boston, Acton Jazz Café,
Ryles Jazz Club in Cambridge,
Don’t Tell Mama’s in New
York City, Mechanics Hall in
Worchester, Columbia Station

in Washington, D.C., and other
outstanding venues.
For tickets, call 800-418-7771
or purchase them at Arnould
Gallery in Marblehead or at the
Marblehead Little Theatre on
the night of the show.

Tel Aviv’s Noa Beazley
awarded Berklee prize
BOSTON – Noa Beazley,
a student composer at the
Berklee College of Music, has
been selected to receive the
school’s Broadcast Music Inc.
Music Film Scoring award.
Born in Tel Aviv, Israel, to
musician parents – a violist
and clarinetist – Beazley was
immersed in orchestral music
from a young age, and she credits her sister for her passion
for film scores. She attended
the Rimon School of Music in
Ramat Hasharon before coming to Boston. Within her first
two years at Berklee, her diverse
skill set earned her accolades
including the Video Game
Audio Scholarship for Women,
the Rick Applin Award for
best fugue, and the Jeronimas
Kacinskas Award for outstanding composition.
In her application letter,
Beazley stated that her future
career plans, “lie entirely in the
field of film and video game
scoring,” and that Berklee has
provided her with the knowledge, skill and preliminary list

Noa Beazley

Photo by Craig Bailey

of contacts to help her down
the path of her career. “It is a
tremendous honor to have been
selected for this award,” she
said.
“The purpose of this scholarship is to support emerging
composers at the college level by
taking away some of the financial burdens associated with
higher education, so recipients
can focus on creating music,”
said Ringer-Ross. “Berklee has
one of the most prestigious Film
Scoring undergraduate programs in the world.”

The Pike school,
an independent elementary day
school in Andover, MA, serves
449 students in grades preK-9.

Committee awards $5,000 to North Shore Jewish projects
Last month, The JWEF of
the North Shore Grant Review
Com
mittee met to evaluate
grant applications for 20182019 funding The committee awarded funds to projects
totaling $5,000 submitted by
the following synagogues and
organizations: Epstein Hillel
School, North Shore Combined
Jewish Women’s Organizations,
Temple Ner Tamid Sisterhood,
Peabody Chabad, Safe Haven,
and the Jewish Community
Center of the North Shore.
The projects that were funded are designed to further specific needs of Jewish women
and girls living on the North
Shore of Boston.
The fund’s objective is to
sponsor projects that directly
address women’s and girls’
issues, help the Jewish commu-

Seeking a Head of Upper School to begin 7/1/19.
This person will be responsible for approx. 25 faculty
and 205 students in grades 6-9 as well as the academic
and social/emotional programs at the school.
Interested Candidates see full job description and apply at
The Pike School’s website www.pikeschool.org/employment.

From left: Jessie Lipson, Helaine Hazlett, Bea Paul, Linda Magalnick,
and Claire Sandler.

nity address the changing roles
of women in society and cultivate leadership among Jewish
women.
For more information, con-

Bobby Rudolph elected to
ADL’s Regional Board
The
Anti-Defamation
League (ADL) has elected
Bobby Rudolph, an associate
at Rudolph Friedman LLP, to its
New England Regional Board.
Bobby is the youngest member
of the 80-person Regional Board.
His term will extend through
September of 2021. Bobby was
elected to the Regional Board
after distinguishing himself as
a committed leader in furthering the ADL's mission to secure
justice and fair treatment for all.
Bobby practices in the
litigation group of Rudolph
Friedmann, which has offices in
Marblehead and Boston.

The Jewish Journal will print your news at no charge:
birth announcements, engagements, weddings, job
promotions, events and other simchas. Photos are
welcome if space permits. Submissions are subject to
editing for style and length. Send your news to the
Associate Editor at wittner@jewishjournal.org.

tact Jessie Lipson, JWEF of
the North Shore Chairperson
at 781-581-3810 or email
JLipson@aol.com.

The Jewish Journal
Hanukkah Greetings
issue will be printed
on November 29th!
Ad space deadline November 20.
Contact your
Account Rep
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Karaoke on
Fridays and
Saturdays from
8:30 pm to
12:30 am!

ORDER ONLINE AT:
www.fantasyislandsalem.com

ASAP!

516 Loring Avenue, Salem
Tel: (978) 745-1700
Fax: (978) 740-9121

BERNSTEIN
ON BROADWAY!
Sunday, November 25th @ 7:00 pm
Temple Emanuel

Join us for a musical tribute to Leonard Bernstein.
Excerpts from West Side Story, Candide, On The Town and Others.
Featuring Cantor Elias Rosemberg, Rav Hazzan Aliza Berger and Mezzo-Soprano Roselin Osser.

Tickets: $25 for adults; $20 for students
Call 617-558-8100 or visit www.templeemanuel.com/BernsteinOnBoradway
Temple Emanuel | 385 Ward St., Newton
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Local Jewish community reassesses security
from page 1

more targeted training on responding to
bomb threats, active shooters, and many
of the other threats facing places where
Jews gather. CJP also has collaborated
with the ADL and other organizations
on developing a system called the Jewish
Emergency Management System (JEMS),
which provides advice and assistance on
a variety of security issues.
After the Pittsburgh shooting,
Marblehead Police Chief Robert Picariello
met with members of the Marblehead
Ministerial Association, an interfaith
group of clergy, to discuss security procedures.
“We certainly try to keep a strong relationship with all of our houses of worship all the time,” said Picariello. “After
any particular incident, we reevaluate
where we’re at, and certainly, in light of
Pittsburgh, we did reach out to the leaders of the temple and the JCC, etc. We had
a good conversation.”
Swampscott Police Chief Ronald
Madigan also met with a variety of faith
leaders following the shooting.
“We’ve increased our presence in and
around the temples, we’ve communicated with people from the synagogues, and
reassured them that we’re aware of their
heightened concerns,” said Madigan.

Rabbi Michael Ragozin of Congregation
Shirat Hayam said the Jewish community is fortunate to have law enforcement
on its side. “As [ADL National Director
Emeritus] Abe Foxman put it, that’s the
difference, between Bialystok and Minsk
[throughout history] … in America, in
this case, law enforcement went in, versus law enforcement being on the side
of those perpetrating the anti-Semitism,”
said Ragozin.
Although Jewish institutions on the
North Shore declined to elaborate on
the details of their security procedures,
most noted that they are in the process of
reevaluating them. Marty Schneer, executive director of the Jewish Community
Center of the North Shore in Marblehead,
said in a statement that the JCC has an
established and regularly updated security plan. Schneer reported that the JCC
is in constant communication with local
law enforcement, has a resident security
expert, and performs regular emergency
drills with its staff.
Across Community Road, Epstein
Hillel School Principal Amy Gold noted
that the school coordinates with the JCC
and Temple Sinai on security training and
procedures. Like the JCC, Gold said that
Epstein Hillel had a professional con-

sultant write the school’s security plan,
which was renewed at the beginning of
the school year in September. Like many
Jewish institutions, Epstein Hillel receives
funding and security consulting from CJP.
In light of Pittsburgh, synagogue security is at the forefront of the conversation. Synagogues in Marblehead and
Swampscott have followed many of the
standard precautions as the JCC and
Epstein Hillel. Meanwhile, former Boston
Police commissioner and security consultant Ed Davis noted that in general,
American Jewish institutions are less protected than their overseas counterparts.
“It’s not normal to have a highly secure
building at this point in time, but they
have to look at that now,” said Davis. “I
think you have to look at the models in
Europe, and whether or not it’s time to
put armed people outside the doors.”
President Trump ignited widespread
debate when he suggested that the situation in Pittsburgh could have been different “if there was an armed guard inside
the temple.” On the North Shore, rabbis
are grappling with how to remain both
welcoming and secure.
Rabbi David Meyer of Temple EmanuEl in Marblehead does not believe
that armed guards are an appropriate

response.
“I don’t believe that more guns is
the answer to gun violence, and I think
that a better approach is a more overall
recognition that gun violence has to be
addressed in a number of ways,” said
Meyer. “It’s difficult to strike a balance
between security and welcome. We are a
welcoming and inclusive congregation,
but that openness can create vulnerability, so we certainly are always walking
that fine line to strike that balance.”
Rabbi David Cohen-Henriquez of
Temple Sinai in Marblehead thinks much
more needs to be done, including adding
armed personnel. “I do believe in having
somebody outdoors during services, just
like we do on Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. I’m the only one who thinks people should have a gun outside, or even
somebody outside the temple … prayers
won’t stop bullets,” he said.
Rabbi Michael Ragozin of Congregation
Shirat Hayam in Swampscott is confident that the appropriate balance can
be struck. “I don’t see a conflict between
welcome and security,” he said. “I think
those two actually go hand in hand. We
want you to come in here, and we want
you to feel safe and secure in the place
we’re inviting you.”

New officers elected at the Jewish Journal
Annual Board Meeting





Journal President Neil Donnenfeld

First Vice President Johanna Matloff
The Journal’s Executive Board (from left): Matthew Swartz, Bob Rose,
Johanna Matloff, Bradley Sontz, Neil Donnenfeld, Ted Stux,
Steven Rosenberg, Howard Rich and John Smidt.

On November 7, the Jewish Journal Board of Overseers elected new officers. Neil Donnenfeld was elected President,
replacing Bradley Sontz. Johanna Matloff was elected First Vice President and Legal Counsel; Ted Stux was elected Second Vice President
and Treasurer. Other executive board members include Howard Rich, Bob Rose, John Smidt, Bradley Sontz and Matthew Swartz.

Matthew Swartz

Incoming president Neil Donnenfeld shakes hands
with outgoing president Bradley Sontz.

Steven A. Rosenberg,
Jewish Journal editor and publisher

Marblehead’s Premier Prosthodontist
InnovatIve RestoRatIve & aesthetIc DentIstRy

Dental Implant Restorations • Prosthodontic Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges • Inlays & Onlays • Smile Makeovers
Veneers • Teeth Whitening • Dentures

Sensitive care and
superb aesthetic results are
the hallmark of our world class
prosthodontic practice.

JeffRey R. DoRnbush, D.D.s. 210 Humphrey Street, Suite 103 • Marblehead 781-639-0700 • drdornbush.com • office@drdornbush.com

