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Jewish veterans teach teens
lessons in how to keep the faith
By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

PEABODY – When Army Pfc.
Daniel Steckler was captured
during the Battle of the Bulge
in Luxembourg on Dec. 16, 1944
during World War II, he was
sent to a prisoner of war camp,
according to his obituary.
There, the Brooklyn native
and other Jewish POWs were
segregated from their division
and transferred to Berga an der
Elster, a satellite forced labor
camp of the Buchenwald concentration camp. There, they
were beaten, starved and forced
into slave labor.
“He was proud to be Jewish;”
wrote
his
granddaughter,
Sabrina Glaser, a 17-year-old
senior at Needham High, in
an essay she wrote about his
life. “When the Nazis asked the
Jews to step forward in the POW
camp, he did … He was always
proud to be Jewish and never
lost faith.”
Steckler lived in a nursing
home in Framingham toward
the end of his life. Glaser said the
lesson she learned from him was
to be proud of being Jewish no
matter what. “Never lose faith
and pride in being Jewish, it’s a
big part of me,” Glaser said.
Glaser’s compilation of the
story of her grandfather’s service and his time in a Nazi
forced labor camp was part of
a project by the Salem-based
Lappin Foundation during its
Youth Leadership Seminar held
this past summer. About 68 high
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Shakeup at temples leaves
rabbi and cantor out
By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

Sabrina Glaser, of Needham, wrote about her grandfather’s time as
a Jewish POW in a forced labor camp in Germany during World War
II. The story is part of an exhibit called “Honoring Jewish Veterans”
on the website of the Lappin Foundation.

school and college students
from 11 states and South Africa
participated in the seminar, part
of which involved a project to
interview Jewish war veterans.
The result was an online
exhibit called “Honoring Jewish
Veterans,” which is posted on
the Lappin Foundation’s website. The exhibit has also served
as a catalyst for a virtual event
called “Jewish Veterans on
Veterans Day,” to be held on
Nov. 11, at 7:30 p.m.
Temple Tiferet Shalom in
Peabody is teaming up with the
Lappin Foundation, the Jewish

War Veterans of the United
States North Shore Post 220 and
Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody
to host a Zoom panel discussion with veterans and teens (To
register for the link, go to lappinfoundation.org).
“We are grateful to have the
opportunity to connect our
teens to veterans so veterans
can share their experiences and
impart their wisdom to a younger generation,” said Deborah
Coltin, the executive director of
the Lappin Foundation.
Glaser’s grandfather died on
continued on page 17

SWAMPSCOTT – Two highprofile North Shore spiritual
leaders, Temple Sinai’s Rabbi
David Cohen-Henriquez in
Marblehead and Congregation
Shirat Hayam’s Cantor Alty
Weinreb in Swampscott, will be
leaving their posts after their
contracts expire at the end of
June, according to messages to
members from their respective
temple presidents.
In a message on behalf of
the board, Shirat Hayam’s president Dr. Mark Messenger told
the temple’s 530 members that
Weinreb’s departure was a financial decision.
In a video message, Temple
Sinai president Ira Dinnes told
the temple’s more than 200
members that the rabbi’s “contract is not being renewed.”
Weinreb, who is from New
York, is also a singer and performer. He has been the cantor
at Shirat Hayam since July 2018.

He succeeded former Cantor
Elana Rozenfeld, who served at
the conservative Atlantic Avenue
temple for six years.
“The Board felt that in these
very financially challenging
times for our shul, exacerbated by the current pandemic, it
is prudent for the shul to seek
lower cost alternatives to the
traditional Cantor role that our
shul has historically engaged
in,” Messenger said in the Oct.
20 message. He declined further comment when reached by
email.
Dinnes updated the status
of Cohen-Henriquez’s contract
on Oct. 19. The rabbi, who was
born and raised in Panama
and who was ordained at the
Hebrew College in Newton,
will have spent seven years
at the small Marblehead shul
on Community Road when he
departs in June.
“The rabbi, the Liaison Com
mittee, the Ritual Committee,
and the Board of Directors met
continued on page 15

WHEN COVID SHUTDOWN LEFT BROOKLINE MAN
STUCK IN ISRAEL, HE MADE ALIYAH
By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

When Brookline resident Joseph
Greenberg went to visit his daughter
and her family in Israel last January, he
had no idea his two-month stay would
become permanent because of the coronavirus pandemic.
“In the beginning, I felt stuck for a
about a day or two,” Greenberg said during an interview on Zoom. “But then
when I realized where I was and how
much I had been enjoying it and how
many friends I had made, and was looking forward to seeing them every day, I
said: ‘This is what I was looking for in my
life. This is what I want the rest of my life
to be like. And I found it. How lucky can
I be!’”
During his visit, the coronavirus pandemic bloomed, causing airlines in and
out of Israel to shut down. He was supposed to come home in mid-March.
“So, there was no way for me to go
home,” said Greenberg from his apartment in a suburb of Tel Aviv.
Even before becoming stuck in Israel,
Greenberg, 76, had been contemplating
claiming the Israeli citizenship granted

Joseph Greenberg, right, has burgers with his grandchildren in Israel, left to right,
Maya, 7, Yuval, 4 and Aviv, 9. A trip to visit his family in Israel resulted in Greenberg
becoming stuck in the country due to the pandemic. The former Brookline resident
decided to remain in Israel and make Aliyah.

to all Jews and started the paperwork.
Now a dual citizen, he plans to travel
back and forth between Israel and the
United States, where his son and his

family live in Brookline. He hopes to
spend the majority of his time in Israel.
He was able to find an apartment,
he said, because his son-in-law’s grand-

mother, who is 94, had to move into
a long-term care facility. Greenberg
described the city where he lives, Ramat
HaSharon, as a “larger Coolidge Corner
area” to the north of Tel Aviv.
“In the time that I’ve been here, I have
really become involved in a variety of
things,” Greenberg said. He’s joined a
book club, he volunteers at the library,
he’s been asked to join a men’s choir, he’s
taking a Hebrew class, and – in between
the lockdowns – spends as much time as
he can visiting his daughter, Abbey Onn,
her husband, Oded, and his three grandchildren, Aviv, 9, Maya, 7, and Yuval, 4.
During the lockdowns, there were
times when he was limited to traveling
just 1,000 meters from where he lived.
Greenberg spoke as Israel was coming
off a two-week lockdown after COVID-19
cases spiked across Israel.
“There have been periods of no problem seeing them,” Greenberg said, “but
there have been periods where a week
or two would go by” when he couldn’t.
His family lives about a mile away. His
daughter would drive by with the windows open and they would wave and say
‘hello,’ he said.
continued on page 17
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Legacy Foundation. For more information on participation
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At Journal’s ‘Honorable Menschions’ Gala, the warning is clear: Never Forget
By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

Several recipients called for
the need to confront the rise
of anti-Semitism during the
Jewish Journal’s 2020 Virtual
“Honorable Menschions” Gala,
which recognized the best
among us in a virtual gathering
on Oct. 18.
At the end of his speech, honoree Eric Kahn, a Swampscott
resident and Holocaust survivor, held up a black-and-white
picture to his webcam of the
students with whom he had
gone to school in Wiesbaden,
Germany.
“This was my school class
in 1941, and within six months
after that picture was taken – it
was 78 years ago – all these kids
and the two teachers that are
shown in the picture were sent
and gassed in Sobibor in Poland,
the extermination camp,” he
said. “We should never forget.”
Along with his father and
brother, Kahn in 1945 was
forced onto a train to the
Theresienstadt concentration
camp in what is now the Czech
Republic. Of the approximately
144,000 Jews sent there, about
33,000 died, and about 88,000
were shipped to Auschwitz and
other death camps. After the
Red Army liberated the camp
at the end of the war, Kahn’s
family eventually emigrated to
New York.
“I want to talk a little bit about
anti-Semitism. It is an urgent
topic again, and my problem
and our resolve is how to fight
it effectively,” said Kahn during
the gala, which was emceed by
David Gershaw, a member of
the Jewish Journal’s Board of
Overseers.
Jewish Journal editor and
publisher Steven Rosenberg and
incoming Jewish Journal Board
of Overseers president Johanna
Matloff also gave introductory remarks. Matthew Swartz,
chairman of the Journal’s
Fundraising Committee, and
Matloff introduced the 13 honorable menschion the Journal
highlighted this year.
“Bringing the menschion to
the pages of our community
newspaper is consistent with
a central belief in journalism:
these remarkable stories help
connect and bind our community,” said Rosenberg.
“Your work and leadership in
our community is truly inspiring,” Matloff said of the honor-

The Journal held its “Honorable Menschions” Gala online on Oct. 18.

ees: Michele Cohen and Gayle
Rubin; Virginia “Ginny” Dodge;
Mark Gelfand; Jody Kipnis;
Wendy Dubow Polins; Ina
Resnikoff; Morris “Moe” Sack;
Steve Saling; Bonnie Shelkrot;
Bryna “Bunny” Tabasky; Miriam
Weinstein, and Kahn.
Dodge, of Swampscott, said
a prior Journal interview had
tracked her “long Jewish journey” and while she did not want
to recap that for virtual gala
attendees, she expanded on it.
“In the course of that journey,
I have not until fairly recently
experienced what it is to be a
frightened Jew,” Dodge said.
She said she has been
inspired by a 2004 book, “I Am
Jewish,” a compilation of essays
gathered by the parents of the
Wall Street Journal’s Daniel
Pearl, who was murdered by terrorists in Pakistan in 2002. The
essays are from people of all
walks of life on what it means to
be Jewish.
Today, two excerpts stand out
for Dodge for their hope, pride,
and innocence. An essay by the
late Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg spoke about
how Jews face few closed doors,
while one from New York Times
columnist Thomas Friedman
read, in part, that if you tried
to live fairly and honestly “no
one will want to do you harm …
because of who you are.”
“I wonder if Justice Ginsburg
or Mr. Friedman would have
been quite as affirming or comfortable at all times saying these
words today. I’m not quite sure I
am,” Dodge said.
At the time of her conversion
to Judaism in 2006, Dodge said
she “never bargained for this
constant sense of unease in the

Workers’ Compensation
and Personal Injury Lawyers

country of my birth,” which she
tries to shake off by telling herself: “We are better than this.”
After a trip to Poland, Kipnis
helped create the Holocaust
Legacy Foundation and the
Holocaust Legacy Fellows
Program with Todd Ruderman.
Last year, they took 16 teens
to visit concentration camps in
Germany and Poland. They also
met with Holocaust survivors.
Kipnis, who grew up in
Malden and lives in Middleton,
said she was honored to be chosen to be alongside the other
honorees, especially Kahn, who
spoke to the young students in
the Legacy Fellows program.
She said visiting Poland
with Holocaust survivors was
a life-changing experience that
prompted her and Ruderman
to educate high school students
about the Holocaust.
She said it’s important to
understand the undercurrents
that led to the Holocaust amid
today’s polarized world.
“We need to understand the

meaning of ‘Never Again,’ and
no longer hear these words as
a call to prayer, but a call to
action,” Kipnis said.
Polins,
who
lives
in

Swampscott, said she asks herself in her daily life what she
can do to live up to the dreams
of those who came before her,
including honoring the soul of
her great-grandmother who was
murdered in the Holocaust, and
for whom she is named. She said
it was “a random act of fate” that
her grandparents, upon leaving Eastern Europe, went left
instead of right, choosing to take
a ship to North America instead
of to Palestine, “and that I am
here in this beautiful community with all of you instead of
on the front lines guarding the
borders of Israel or now living
in a place where I might be persecuted just for being Jewish,”
said Polins, who has had leadership roles with the Friends of
the Israel Defense Forces, Our
Generation Speaks, Combined
Jewish Philanthropies, and the
Anti-Defamation League.
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Local Jews mull ACA’s fate with Barrett’s confirmation
By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

With less than a week before
the presidential election, the
nation is also focused on an
impending Supreme Court case
that may decide the future of the
Affordable Care Act. The case,
California v. Texas, has drawn
the attention of members of the
Massachusetts Jewish community.
A group of 18 Republican
states are seeking repeal of the
ACA, with oral arguments before
the Supreme Court expected to
be heard on Nov. 10. Their argument hinges on the constitutionality of the individual mandate,
the ACA provision requiring
individuals to purchase health
insurance or face a penalty.
In the 2017 tax cut legislation,
Congress lowered the penalty on

not obtaining insurance to zero,
thus causing some lower federal courts to rule the entire ACA
unconstitutional.
Backers of the ACA – mostly
Democrats – fear if it is struck
down by the high court, hourly
employees who are not offered
benefits would go without health
insurance. In addition, coverage
could be stripped away from
millions of people with preexisting conditions such as diabetes, cancer, and asthma, and
now the more than eight million Americans who have had
COVID-19. Insurance companies also could impose lifetime
caps on benefits, and parents
would no longer be allowed to
carry their children on their
health insurance for those up to
age 26.
On Monday, the Republican
Senate majority confirmed the

Supreme Court Justice
Amy Coney Barrett

appointment of Judge Amy
Coney Barrett to the Supreme
Court, replacing the late Ruth
Bader Ginsburg. Having Barrett –
a conservative who has come out
against the ACA – on the bench
for the Nov. 10 hearing does not
bode well for its survival.

andrew@jewishjournal.org
Administrative Assistant

Linda Smidt
subscriptions@jewishjournal.org
Editorial Cartoonist

George Freedman

We Encourage Everyone to
Stay Safe & Be Kind This Fall

Board of Overseers
Neil D. Donnenfeld, President
Bob Blayer, *Rick Borten,
Andrew Caplan, Beverly Clark,
Fred M. Cohen, David Gershaw,
Marcia Glassman-Jaffe,
Cara Hogan, Johanna Matloff,
Lynn Nadeau,
Donna Lozow Pierce,
*Howard Rich, *Robert M. Rose,
Stephanie Simon, John Smidt,
Bradley J. Sontz, Ted D. Stux,
Matthew Swartz,
*Selma Williams
*Life Board Members

Follow us on Facebook
for holiday deals and clearance events
with curbside pickup
Custom Apparel • Uniforms
Equipment • Gifts
26 Hawkes Street | Marblehead, MA | 781-639-7778 | marbleheadsportshop.com

Past President
Bradley J. Sontz
Publisher Emerita
Barbara Schneider
The Jewish Journal,
ISSN1040-0095, an independent,
non-profit community
newspaper, is published
bi-weekly by North Shore Jewish
Press, Ltd., P.O. Box 2089,
Salem, MA 01970.
Periodical postage paid
at Salem, MA.
POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to
THE JEWISH JOURNAL,
P.O. Box 2089,
Salem, MA 01970.
Circulation to Eastern
Massachusetts and North of
Boston. The opinions of contributors do not necessarily reflect
those of the paper. The Jewish
Journal assumes no financial
responsibility for typographical
errors in advertisements, but
will print in a subsequent issue
a retraction and correction of
that portion of an advertisement
whose value has been affected.
The Jewish Journal does not
endorse the goods and services
advertised in its pages, and it
makes no representation as to
the kashrut of food products and
services in such advertising.
The Jewish Journal is the
recipient of a grant from
Combined Jewish Philanthropies.
Copyright © The Jewish Journal
(All rights reserved).

P.O. Box 2089
Salem, MA 01970
www.jewishjournal.org
Phone 978-745-4111
Fax 978-745-5333
Subscriptions x121
Website admin x172
Calendar submissions:
calendar@jewishjournal.org

Time to give your car a Treat!
Works Wash
Windows & Mats
Shampooed

✦
Cars starting at $40.

✦
While U wait

✦
No appointment
Necessary

Hours:

Join Our Team
Apply Today

Monday-Friday: 6 am – 9 pm
Saturday & Sunday: 7 am – 8 pm

Tel 978-740-5115 • Fax/Office 978-535-9070
SteveBornstein@comcast.net
290 Canal Street • Salem, MA 01970

When it came to predicting
what will happen when the court
takes up the case, local Jews
expressed a range of opinions.
“If the court – especially with
Judge Barrett joining it – if it
strikes down the provision of
the ACA tied with the individual mandate, if that provision
is unconstitutional, the question then becomes what else is
struck with it,” said Paul Hattis,
a health policy veteran who is
a former commissioner of the
Massachusetts Health Policy
Commission.
Hattis said if the individual
mandate is struck down, then
“Republicans on the most
extreme level” would contend
that “therefore, the whole ACA
must be struck down.” He calls it
his “greatest worry” because 23
million people would lose their
health insurance.
“It’s the worst thing we
could do right now,” said Amy
Rosenthal, head of Health Care
for All, a Massachusetts-based
nonprofit. She said that the
number of uninsured is 23 million and in Massachusetts, a
low-ball estimate for those who
could lose their state-run insurance is 375,000.
“We’re really facing three crises at one time,” Rosenthal said.
“The COVID-19 pandemic, the
significant issues around racism and systemic racism, and
the economic crisis for so many
individuals and families … We
think of tikkun olam, we would
have a lot of repairing to do after
taking health care away from 23
million people during these crises.”
Rosenthal and Hattis noted
that this is one of several options
for the court.
“At the other extreme,” Hattis
said, “the court could say that
[the individual mandate] provision loses the constitutionality of
it, but the rest of the ACA is severable,” which would preserve
“all the rest of it.”
However, Tom Mountain – a
co-vice chairman and founder
of the Massachusetts Republican
Jewish Committee and a vice
chairman of the Massachusetts
Republican Party – voiced his
hope that the entire ACA would
be struck down.
“It will be thrown out, a thing
of the past,” Mountain said. “We
can move on to providing, basically, I don’t want to say ‘real
affordable care,’ but health care
along the lines of what a capitalist, western society should have,
not socialized medicine, which
does not work that well.”
The debate over to what
extent the United States should
have government-run health
care goes back decades. It was
pioneered at the state level in
Massachusetts in 2006, under
former Republican governor
Mitt Romney, earning the nickname “Romneycare.”
“Romneycare, in retrospect,
was a bad thing,” Mountain said.
“It led to Obamacare.”
Rosenthal had a chance to
work with the Obama administration on the ACA during her previous position with
Community Catalyst, a national
health care advocacy organization. Her involvement in the
process included multiple levels
from start to finish.
She said that improvements do need to be made,
and is working with partners in
continued on page 18
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‘Etched in Glass,’ the tribute
to Holocaust survivor Steve
Ross, to debut on GBH 2

Courtesy photo: Tony Bennis

In “Etched in Glass,” students at the Jeremiah E. Burke High School
in Dorchester gather around Holocaust survivor Steve Ross after he
spoke at the school.

By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

In the spring of 1995, 50 years
after Stephan Ross was liberated
from the Dachau concentration
camp in Germany, his adopted
home of Boston dedicated a
memorial to honor the 6 million Jews who perished in the
Holocaust, including almost all
of Ross’s family.
Some 8,000 people gathered
that day at the New England
Holocaust Memorial. Its six
striking glass towers, designed
by architect Stanley Saitowitz,
rise solemnly along the Freedom
Trail, steps from Faneuil Hall.
The late Elie Wiesel, renowned
Holocaust scholar and survivor,
was among those who spoke at
the dedication.
As a young boy, Ross survived 10 Nazi labor and death
camps. At liberation, the emaciated teen encountered a U.S.
soldier who came down from
his tank, shared his ration of
food, and gave Ross a small
48-star American flag that the
boy thought was a handkerchief.
That singular act of kindness
gave Ross a renewed sense of
hope for his future.
After the war, Ross arrived
here as a refugee, pursued his
education, married and raised a
family in Newton, and devoted a
career as a licensed psychologist
for the city of Boston, where he
worked with at-risk youth.
In the early 1990s, Ross
spearheaded the effort to create the memorial and served
as its founder. By his relentless
determination, Ross persuaded
key city leaders, notably then
Boston Mayor Ray Flynn as well

as the late William Carmen, a
Salem native who served as
founding chairman of the New
England Holocaust Memorial
Committee.
When Ross died in February
at age 88, Boston Mayor Marty
Walsh said the city and the
world “lost a giant. Here’s a man
who could have given up several
times in his life and he didn’t.”
Images of Ross at the
Holocaust memorial fill the
screen in the opening scene of
“Etched in Glass: The Legacy
of Steve Ross,” a riveting and
inspiring documentary by
Marblehead native Roger Lyons
that will have its world television
premiere on GBH 2 (formerly
known as WGBH) at 9 p.m. on
Thursday, Nov. 12.

“Don’t be quiet about
racism. Speak up,” Ross
implores the teens,
many of whom are Black
or Latino. Afterward,
they surround him,
eager to touch his arm,
take selfies, and ask
questions.
The one-hour documentary
was coproduced by Tony Bennis.
“This is the place. It is my
father’s dream come true. A
place where people can transport, learn, experience, pray, or
pay tribute. It’s his physical legacy,” says Ross’s son Mike, as they
emerge arm-in-arm through the
memorial in the documentary.
Having the film air on GBH is
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Vote

T

uesday is Election Day, and if you have
not yet voted you can still do so in
person at the polls on Nov. 3.

An individual’s right to vote is part of
the foundation of our democracy. A vote
endorses a philosophy and set of beliefs that
helps steer our community’s future – whether
it be at a local level or the presidency.
As a nonprofit, this publication does not
endorse candidates or political parties. But it
can encourage people to exercise their civil
liberties and vote. A vote will help clarify our
direction forward and solidify the country’s
priorities over the next four years. Given the
polarization that now grips the country – and
many communities, and even families – it
is essential that every registered voter step
forward and cast their ballot.
Jews have not always had the right to vote.
In Europe, and in Arab countries, they were
pushed into ghettos and had limited rights.

In the U.S., Jews were originally not allowed
to vote after the American Revolution.
And over the years, Jews have fought and
died for the right to vote. In 1964, Michael
Schwerner and Andrew Goodman traveled
to the South as part of the Freedom Summer
movement to help register African Americans
in Mississippi to vote. After word got out
about their intentions, the two – along with
African American activist James Chaney –
were shot to death and buried in Philadelphia,
Mississippi.
The right to vote should not be taken for
granted. It reinforces the personal freedoms
afforded to all citizens under the Constitution.
It gives a person a voice, and it serves as
an important reminder that Americans can
play a role in determining the future of the
country.
For more information on voting, visit: mass.
gov/topics/voting.

Love and marriage in the time of the Coronavirus
By Shmuely Boteach
Today, Sunday, our daughter Rochel Leah will – God willing – wed Itamar Taktuk from
Ashkelon, Israel, who serves as
a rabbi to the Israeli Chabad
community in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida.
Organizing a wedding during
the coronavirus is a challenge.
Of course, it has to be outdoors,
social distanced, and limited in
numbers. The wedding we are
planning is all those things. And
even so, many of our friends
and family are concerned about
attending and we’ve told them
we, of course, understand. The
last thing we want to do is make
anyone feel uncomfortable, pressured, or, God forbid, exposed.
But neither will we postpone
the wedding and I’ve been heartened to see how many small,
intimate weddings – from every
denomination of every religion
to those who practice no religion
– have gone ahead during the
coronavirus.
Of all the things that demonstrate the human desire to
choose life and happiness even
while the world battles a global
pandemic, marriage is at the top
of the list.
As a marriage counselor I have
been pained to see the spike in
divorce that has accompanied
the coronavirus and that is
being widely reported throughout global media. The analysis is
pretty straightforward. For a lot
of people, marriage works specifically because of separation.
You both go to work, you have to
drive the kids to school, and you
have a social life with friends, all
of which mitigates spending so
much time together that you’ll
drive one another insane. Many
husbands and wives have structural deficiencies in their marriages that are mitigated through
the business of life, with the
emphasis on busy. But as soon
as your job is being done from
your living room by Zoom, the
schools are shut down, and the
last thing your friends want to do
is see you, you’re stuck together

Rochel Leah Boteach on her wedding day.

– with the kids at home as well –
the entire day. You grow on each
other’s nerves and slowly drive
each other insane.
It seems incredible that during the coronavirus, when you
would think people would really
value family time, so many families are being torn apart.
This exposes a crack in our
society that we never wished
to address before, namely, the
decline of love, romance, and
marriage.
To be sure, it was there before.
Why else would we all need to
binge on Netflix at night rather
than make love? What else would
explain how marital sex has
dropped in America, on average,
to once a week for about ten
minutes at a time. And that’s for
the couples that are still having
sex. One out of three aren’t having any at all. Platonic marriages
are all too common even among
young people in America. There
is a sexual and romantic famine
in the American marriage and
the coronavirus has pulled the
lid off, releasing a Pandora’s box
of loneliness and divorce.
When the Pandemic first hit,
I received phone calls from the

media asking me to comment
on the sudden spike in the sales
of sex toys. My daughter Chana
runs a company called Kosher
Sex, based on the teachings of
my 1998 book of the same title.
Chana has become something of
a celebrity as the modern-Orthodox young woman who is bringing Kosher Sex to the millennial
masses. Her company experienced a boom as well.
The first thing I told media
outlets is that we should not calls
them sex toys. It degrades what
is otherwise a serious subject.
Marriages need novelty. And that
newness should not come from
husbands looking at porn or
wives fantasizing about strangers. Rather, it should derive
from within the marriage. And
if couples at times use novelties
– from lingerie to erotic playthings to intimacy enhancers –
more power to them. Who cares?
Marriage is not a game. It is a
serious and significant endeavor.
Items that can increase passion
in marriage – however shallow
they may appear – are not to be
cavalierly dismissed as toys.
But I also knew that the spike
would be temporary. I recog-

nized that at some point married couples would revert to their
addiction to Netflix and Amazon
Prime to distract them from the
erotic boredom that has come
to characterize modern relationships. The more deep-seated
problems of loss passion and the
diminishment of romance have
not been addressed societally.
Rather, we have only found more
effective diversions.
Systemic marital realignment
can only emerge from a society
that determines once and for all
that feelings of significance do
not come from acquisition but
intimacy. Not from owning property but from relating to another
soul. Not from from career but
from connection. And not from
money but from love.
Which is why I am so heartened at this one, huge, positive
sign about marriage, that more
and more people continue to
wed during the coronavirus.
They have determined that the
second greatest curse of the
virus – after the affliction to
health and even death – is the
loneliness it imposes on individuals, pushing us apart into isolated cocoons of the pandemic’s
making. While the coronavirus
has forced so many to die alone,
that does not mean that we have
to live alone. We can choose to
put in the hard but incredibly
fulfilling work of marrying, building families, and raising children
who embrace and promote life.
My father passed away during
the coronavirus. For weeks we
could only watch him through an
iPad as the hospitals shut down
and barred all family and visitors.
And while he eventually came
home for a few days prior to his
passing, his isolation in the last
weeks of his life both magnified
his loss and also reinforced to me
that there is no greater blessing
than family.
My daughter is a young Chabad
woman and her bridegroom a
young Chabad Rabbi. We are a
proudly Orthodox family. Much
has been said about the Haredim
during the coronavirus, almost
all of it negative. We have read

about how the “ultra-Orthodox”
flout coronavirus rules. We have
seen how the media promotes
the fiction that all have contempt
for masks. And we have seen
political figures like New York
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and New
York City Mayor Bill de Blasio
specifically target the Orthodox
for condemnation, even as the
science – from the official New
York forward.ny.gov government
website – now shows that the
New York hotspots were never
in the Orthodox neighborhoods
and they have been unfairly
maligned, defamed, and abused.
We even witnessed, at the
beginning of the coronavirus,
how Netflix aired a limited,
Emmy-Award-winning series
called “UnOrthodox,” which
portrayed Orthodox sex as backward, passionless, and primitive.
But the one thing we have
not heard is how, even during
the coronavirus, Orthodox couples continue to marry in huge
numbers; how they continue to
believe in life and in love. Those
who condemn religious Jews
overlook the fact that while the
whole world fixates on death,
we Jews continue our obsession
with life. After 3,000 years of suffering and persecution, we have
not only survived but flourished,
not only subsisted but increased,
not only refused to perish but
have chosen to dance.
Yes, dance. Social distanced.
Outdoors. Without touching. But
rejoice. And dance.
Mazel Tov Rochel Lean and
Itamar. May you always be
healthy. May you always be safe.
May you always respect the rules
set out by doctors and medical
professionals. And in the midst
of all those rules, may you always
find love in all of the cracks.
Rabbi Shmuley Boteach
is an internationally recognized relationships expert who
has authored the best-sellers
“Kosher Sex,” “Kosher Adultery,”
and “Kosher Lust.Follow him
on Twitter and Instagram @
RabbiShmuley.
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A message of forgiveness from Brian
By Myrna Fearer
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

I am convinced there are
signs and messages all around
us if only we take the time to
stop and listen.
Several weeks ago, when I
was leaving the Anshe Sfard
Cemetery in Danvers with
my son and daughter-in-law,
something my mother always
said kept swirling around in
my head. “Los zein ibbergsin;
Forgive and forget,” I heard her
say. “You are bigger than that.
Let it go.”
How often I recall my mother
repeating those words as I was
growing up. Whenever a friend
said or did something hurtful and I was upset, “Los zein
ibbergsin” was my mother’s
mantra. Even though I might
have thought it unfair, looking back I realize she was right.
Whatever was a big crisis at the
moment disappeared shortly
after.
So, why did her words continue to haunt me this year? It
must have something to do with
Yom Kippur, I thought. This was
the time to not only ask for forgiveness, but to give it.

Maybe this was happening because of COVID-19.
Everybody blames the virus so
why shouldn’t I? Certainly this
has been a strange time and like
others, I cannot seem to get out
of my own way. I was depressed.
I was convinced, however,
that once Yom Kippur was over,
my depression would disappear.
Then something special
happened, something I could
never have anticipated. Several
weeks ago, I had signed up for
a Lappin Foundation ZOOM
event, “Renewal and Return”
with Ariela HaLevi. I had no
idea what to expect, but I was
hoping for a positive experience
based on her reputation.

“Los zein ibbergsin” was
my mother’s mantra.

For 20 years, HaLevi has
been guiding people of all ages
through a blend of counseling,
yoga, mindfulness, and holistic healing. When she resided

The writer’s son, Brian Andrew
Fearer.

in Swampscott, HaLevi made
many appearances at local temples and synagogues. Now living in Denver, it seems she still
has a positive affect on women
on the North Shore thanks to
ZOOM.
What I discovered was a
most empathetic speaker, one
who offers help and healing
through mindful meditation,
“a mental training practice that
teaches you to slow down rac-

ing thoughts, let go of negativity, and calm both your mind
and body.”
Before leading us into this
session, HaLevi shared a soulsearching poem written by the
Rev. Safire Rose called, “She Let
Go.” What the poem emphasizes is just that: Let it go and
forgive yourself.
I had no idea how that experience would affect me, that I
would ultimately dredge up a
long-buried incident that was
still not resolved. I had never let
it go.
I don’t know how this happened but as I shut my eyes, I
found I was back in the former
Ann & Hope at the Liberty Tree
Mall, the store that was once a
mecca for shoppers in Danvers.
While I was looking around,
my son Brian had gone on his
own quest. I later found him in
the kitchen department holding
a ceramic counter protector. He
was buying it for me as a gift. He
was so very proud.
And I ruined it for him.
Trying to be a good Jewish
mother, I didn’t want him to
spend his own money on me, I
foolishly told him that I appreciated the gesture but a gift wasn’t

necessary. I knew he loved me.
His reaction, however, was
heartbreaking tears.
Looking back, I know I
spoiled his surprise. He was
crushed. I was wrong.
I tried to make amends but
the moment was lost. And yes,
I did let him buy the protector
that still sits on my counter.
Since Brian passed away in 1982
at the age of 19, I never knew if
he had forgiven me. I guess I
had never forgiven myself.
When the meditation session ended, I returned to my
emails to see what I had missed.
I wasn’t prepared for what happened next. There was an email
with a message for me from
Ancestry.com. But I knew better; this was a message of forgiveness from Brian.
How do I know? This is what
I saw:
“Brian Andrew Fearer
1962-1982”
Strangely I no longer hear
“Los zein ibbergsin.” I guess I
now have my mother’s approval
as well.
Myrna Fearer writes from
Danvers. She can be reached at
msfearer@gmail.com.

Saudi’s chief diplomat delivers judgment on the Palestinian leadership
By Hussein Aboubakr
Mansour
Following the announcement of the peace deal
between Israel and the United
Arab Emirates, The Wall Street
Journal reported that the Saudi
royal family was divided on the
potential embrace of Israel.
On one side, King Salman
seems to maintain the Saudi traditional pro-Palestinian posture;
on the other, ambitious Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
is eager to reform Saudi foreign
policy. Earlier this month, the
crown prince received a boost
from the shrewdest diplomat
in the kingdom. In a three-part
explosive interview aired on the
Saudi network Al Arabiya, Saudi
Arabia’s pillar of diplomacy
Prince Bandar bin Sultan opened
up about the disappointments
of the Palestinian cause and its
leadership. Prince Bandar openly called their leaders a “failure”
only a few weeks following the
signing of the Abraham Accords
between Israel, the UAE and
Bahrain, constituting a significant indication of the direction
to which Saudi Arabia wants to
push the domestic public opinion. But the affairs of the Saudi
royal family are less straightforward than they may seem.
For nearly three decades,
Prince Bandar (known in
Washington, D.C., as “Bandar
Bush”) served as the Saudi royal
family’s link to U.S. government
leaders—one of the most strategically important relationships
in the Middle East. During his
tenure as Saudi ambassador
to the United States, and later
as chief of Saudi intelligence,
Prince Bandar shaped SaudiU.S. relations, as well as Saudi
foreign policy, when it came to
the major issues of Iraq, Iran
and Syria. An astute diplomat,
he was the architect of the stable
foundation on which the relations between the two coun-

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas meets with Saudi
Arabia’s King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.

tries are built and was able to
navigate them through the turbulence of 9/11, advising both
Saudi kings and American presidents. Today, Bandar’s house still
forms Saudi foreign relations
through his daughter, Princess
Reema bint Bandar, the current
Saudi ambassador to the United
States; and his son, Khalid bin
Bandar, the Saudi ambassador
to the United Kingdom. This
is why for Prince Bandar to be
invited out of his retirement
and chosen to deliver the royal
polemic against the Palestinian
leadership marks an important
moment.
In the interview, Prince
Bandar gave a survey for the
history of Saudi support for
the Palestinians, as well as the
history of the failures of the
Palestinian leadership. He spoke
of how the Palestinian leadership grew to become experts
in making wrong bets—from
siding with Adolf Hitler to supporting Saddam Hussein and
Iran. He reminded the audience
how Palestinians sided with
Hussein as he invaded Kuwait
and bombed Riyad. He counted the times which the kingdom attempted to secure peace
offers from different American
presidents, only to be rejected

by the Palestinians. At the conclusion of the interview, Prince
Bandar said his words were
meant for the Saudi citizens so
they may appreciate the extent
to which their government went
in order to support an incompetent Palestinian leadership
and to know that “we are at a
stage in which rather than being
concerned with how to face the
Israeli challenges in order to serve
the Palestinian cause, we have
to pay attention to our national
security and interests.”
In other words, he is calling
the Saudi public to reorient their
attention from the Palestinians
to the emerging threats and
interests of the kingdom.
The powerful polemic provoked strongly mixed reactions from different Arab media
outlets in accordance with
their political alignment. The
Palestinian Authority instructed
its personnel and ambassadors
all over the world to abstain from
commenting on the interview.
But whether the P.A. responds or
not, the message is clear: Saudi
Arabia is showing its public it no
longer can afford to stand idle.
The last segment of the interview was dedicated to the rising threats of Turkey and Iran,
and their exploitation of the

Palestinian cause. Prince Bandar
mocked both countries’ claims
to want to liberate Jerusalem
through dominating Arab countries. But for Prince Bandar, this
is not a new position, nor is
it representative of the position
of the entire Saudi family. In a
classified U.S. telegram dated
back to 2007 and published by
Wikileaks, it was reported that
the Saudi royal family is split
on the issue of Israel as Prince
Bandar, then Saudi National
Security Secretary, headed the
faction wanting to reconcile with
the Jewish state in order to focus
on the emerging Iranian threat.
On the other side, there were
the princes that see the Saudi
commitment to the Palestinians
as paramount. But during 2007,
the Saudis were still hoping they
could keep Sunni Hamas close
to Saudi Arabia and prevent the
Islamic Resistance from entering into their then-nascent alliance with nuclear-ambitious
Iran.

One salient message
from Prince Bandar’s
exposé is that he …
sees no possible hope
for the Palestinians
under their current
leadership.
Prince Bandar’s own explanation of his appearance might as
well be completely accurate, an
attempt to show the Saudi public that the royal family brought
the Palestinians to the river so
many times, but the Palestinians
could not be made to drink
from it. His message is enforced
through the inflammatory
utterances of Palestinian leaders condemning the Gulf states
and Saudi Arabia because of
their new position on Israel. On
social media, Palestinian activ-

ists hurled curses at Arab royal
families, calling them traitors.
Needless to say, such insults do
not sit well with Arab audiences.
The message of Prince Bandar
is especially important as Saudi
Arabia decided to officially allow
Israeli flights to go through its
airspace on their way to Abu
Dhabi, Dubai and Manama.
One salient message from
Prince Bandar’s exposé is that
he—and presumably an entire
Saudi establishment of foreign relations behind him—
sees no possible hope for the
Palestinians under their current leadership. This damning
judgment, in effect, puts the
Palestinian leadership on notice:
The days of Saudi unconditional support are over. However,
another important implication
for Prince Bandar’s interview
has less to do with Israel and
more to do with the divide inside
the royal family itself. As Bandar
came to the aid of the crown
prince, it has shown that bin
Salman is able to win the support of some of the most powerful royal figures and the chief
Saudi foreign-relations veteran.
Meanwhile, the traditional
pro-Palestinian position of his
father, King Salman, remains
unchanged as the official position of the Saudi foreign ministry as repeated many times by
the kingdom’s foreign minister
Prince Faisal bin Farhan. That is
the commitment to the establishment of a Palestinian state
prior to any normalization effort
with Israel. If one must speculate, it seems that the SaudiIsraeli agreement is both a matter of time and a changing of the
guard, as it is a cooling-off of old
enmities.
Hussein Aboubakr
Mansour is director of the
Endowment for Middle East
Truth (EMET) Program for
Emerging Democratic Voices
from the Middle East.
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NOT JUST CHALLAH AND ROLLS

B

ler Travel is a full service travel agency that
has been in the Brookline area for over 25
years. Our expertise makes us the “go to” agency
for all your travel needs. The traveler gets full
support before, during and after the trip. This
service is unique as you usually do not get this
level of service when you book a trip online.
Our team of professionals cater to your needs
and take care of all the details of your trip. We
continually exceed your expectations and stay
within your budget for flights, vacations, cruises,
honeymoons, bar or bat mitzvah trips, family
tours of Israel, family reunions and more. We will
never disappoint you. We continually receive
high praises on our expertise and knowledge,
and our clients come back year after year. Reach
out to us for your next trip!
Bler Travel is located at 45 Bartlett Crescent
Road, Brookline. Visit BlerTravel.com, email us at
info@bler.com, or call us at 617-738-0500.

Fresh baked Pastries packed and ready to go

cookies ~ cakes ~ pies
"Whoopee Pie Party Platters" – 24hr notice

NOW AVAILABLE

• Montreal Bagels
• Potato Knishes
• Delicious Muffins
• Assorted Pound Cakes:

We are
Open!
Come in & taste
our new pastries

blueberry ~ marble ~ chocolate

OPEN: Sun. 9-2; Mon–Wed 7-1; Thurs 7-4; Fri. 7-3

4 Lake St., Peabody | 978-535-5335 | zuckerfoods.com

Bler Travel

F

✶ ✶ ✶
Bruce Silverlieb,
The Party Specialist

or more than 35 years the team at Bruce
Silverlieb, The Party Specialist, has been
creating outstanding events for our hosts and
hostesses. It has been exciting to help them
transform concepts into reality. Excellence in
menu planning, food preparation, stunning
presentation and unbeatable professional
service are our hallmarks. Our food is always
delicious – old favorites and cutting-edge new
selections – all designed to make an event
exceptional. Our reputation speaks for itself, but
as a recent client wrote, “many guests told me

it was the best food they ever had at a wedding.
Your attention to every detail was noted. You and
your staff were all a pleasure to work with and
you will receive our highest recommendation.”
Our reputation speaks for itself, but, better yet,
speak with any of our clients.
Visit thepartyspecialist.com or call 781-5920988.

B

✶ ✶ ✶
Catering By Tevya

e a guest at your own party! We have an
excellent reputation for quality and service
to help make your simcha a special occasion.
Catering By Tevya provides elegant kosher
catering for bar and bat mitzvahs, weddings,
seders, Shabbat dinners and all kinds of social
functions. We are continually updating our
menus and enjoy meeting with our clients to
personally design a menu to meet your needs for
your special day.
We are under the strict supervision of the
Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Massachusetts.
Visit our website at levineskoshermkt.com.
Contact us at 978-535-6449 for more information.

✶

W

✶

✶

E.B. Horn

hen Edwin B. Horn founded the E.B. Horn
Company in 1839, it was a far different
world. But after 180 years under our iconic
blue and white awning at 429 Washington St.,
we’ve seen so much change and so much stay
the same. Although horse and buggies turned
to automobiles and planes now soar in the sky,
when you step inside our jewelry store you’ll
discover that our rich history of quality, service

Round
meets
Cushion
Classic and Timeless
Engagement Rings

Round Diamond and Cushion Halo Ring

387 Washington
4thBoston
Floor, Boston
• 617-426-4932 • josephgann.com
387 Washington
Street, Street,
4th Floor,
• 617-426-4932 • josephgann.com
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BLER TRAVEL

and value has remained untouched. We still offer one of the largest selections of diamonds, jewelry
and watches in all of New England. Our name became synonymous with Boston engagement rings,
as well as a large estate and vintage jewelry department.
No matter the piece or purpose, whether you want to buy jewelry or sell jewelry, we want to make
your shopping experience the best it can be. That’s the attitude that we’ve had for 180 years and
we’re happy to see it’s worked all this time. With a legacy built on tradition, service and value it’s no
wonder customers make E.B. Horn their family jewelry store generation after generation.
E.B.Horn is located at 429 Washington St., Boston. Visit ebhorn.com or call 617-542-3902.

Always the Lowest Air Fares • Customized Individual & Group Tours
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

V V V
Evan’s New York Style Deli

A

EASTERN EUROPE

Independent & Escorted Tours

t Evan’s Deli we understand everything that goes into planning an event. We pay close attention
to detail so you don’t have to. Our fantastic staff makes the planning easy for you. Each of our
custom-designed catering platters is served on decorative trays and bowls, and we provide all the
plates, napkins, and serving utensils necessary for your event. We strive to provide the freshest food
for you and your guests. Whether your event is an elaborate wedding celebration, corporate meeting,
or cozy backyard party, you will be sure to receive quality service and premium food from Evan’s.
Call Evan today to let him handle the stress at your next event so you do not have to. Once you
come in we know you will keep coming back!
Evan’s Deli is located at 252 Humphrey St., Marblehead. Visit
evansnewyorkstyledeli.com or call 781-631-DELI.

G

Far East

•

The Caribbean

•

Florida

•

Arizona

•

Las Vegas

617-738-0500 • 800-399-8467
www.bler.com • info@bler.com
45 Bartlett Crescent Road • Brookline, MA 02446

NEW YORK STYLE DELI

PARTY PLATTERS FOR EVERY OCCASION!
DELI PLATTER includes: Roast Beef, Corned Beef, Turkey Breast, Potato Salad,
Cole Slaw, Pickles, Bread & Rolls & Condiments ~ $12.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)
FISH PLATTER includes: Nova Lox, Whitefish Salad, Muenster Cheese, Assorted Bagels,

Plain & Chive Cream Cheese (other cheeses upon request), Tomatoes, Cucumbers,
Red Onions & Capers (Sable & Kippered Salmon extra charge) ~ $13.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)

V V V
Israel Book Shop

T

he Israel Book Shop has serviced the greater Boston Jewish
community for over 60 years. Our friendly and knowledgable
staff is available to help with your wedding and bar/bat mitzvah
celebration needs. Whether choosing a ketubah, renting a
chuppah, sizing up a new tallit, engraving your name on a
sparkling kiddush cup or just setting up your new Jewish home,
the IBS is the place to go.
Israel Book Shop is located at 410 Harvard St., Brookline.
Visit israelbookshop.com or call 617-566-7113 or 800-323-7723.

L

•

E VAN
VAN’’S

V V V
Giblees

iblees has been providing the finest of menswear and
personalized service in the New England area for more than
50 years. From casual to formal, Giblees offers one of the largest
inventories and selections of men’s designer clothing in all of New
England. The unique merchandise is chosen from around the
world and is not commonly found in a typical men’s store. Giblees
carries an extensive selection of designer brands including Canali,
Giorgio Armani, Zanella, Peter Millar, etc. The service is just as
upscale as the clothing. All our sales associates have extensive
fashion knowledge and have been trained to help customers
choose items that best meet their style and budget requirements
and, while there, you may run into a sports personality as many
well known sports figures frequent the store such as Gronk and
other Patriots players.
Giblees is located at 85 Andover Street (Rte. 114), Danvers.
Visit giblees.com or call 978-774-4080.

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS

Europe

252 Humphrey St.

◆

Marblehead

Hours: Mon 10am-5pm

◆

◆

781-631-DELI (3354)

Tues-Fri 8am-5pm

◆

◆

evansnewyorkstyledeli.com

Sat 7:30am-5pm

◆

Sun 7:30am-1pm

V V V
Joseph Gann Jewelers

ocated in Boston’s Downtown Crossing for 85 years, Joseph
Gann Jewelers is a full service destination for all your fine
jewelry needs. Engagement rings and wedding bands is their
specialty. With the largest inventory of loose diamonds and
gemstones, Gann’s will create the classic timeless ring you have
continued on page 10
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C H A N G ’ S

373 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA

“Your place away from home”

Plan Early for
Your Celebrations
and Simchas!
We are open for inside dining as well as take-out.
Reservations are required.
Take-out is always available for your special function.
Temporarily closed on Mondays.
SUN, TUE-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials: TUE-FRI (Hours may vary)
TEL 978-531-3366 • FAX 978-531-3060
www.suchangspeabody.com
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VINNIN
LIQUORS
ONE STOP SHOPPING
for ALL your beverage needs.

• Buckets, tubs and coolers
• Craft beer and
HARD ciders galore
• Wines & sparklings
for every budget
• Spirits and liqueurs
to tempt your taste buds
• Ultra fresh cigars
to smooth out your days
• Custom gifts
for any occasion
• Specialty food for quick
ready-to-go meals

Now offering Free delivery for qualifying orders to ALL zones

V I NN I N L I Q UO R S
THE NORTH SHORE’S PREMIER LIQUOR STORE
371 Paradise Road, Swampscott • 781-598-4110 • vinninliquors.com

Skin care is an investment
...one you’ll never regret!

-up

been looking for. If unique is your thing, Gann custom creates
that one of a kind piece. Their designers will create for you a CAD
design and show you that the possibilities are endless. They use
the finest materials: platinum, white gold, yellow gold, even rose
gold, and the diamonds in their settings are of the highest quality.
Many of their designs are vintage-inspired, including diamond
halos, hand set micro-pavé and French cut diamond settings, as
well as hand engraved bands. In fact, they have one of the finest
selections of vintage jewelry being in business so long. From the
1920’s and 30’s through the 1970’s, Joseph Gann appreciates the
fine details and uniqueness in each piece.
In addition to jewelry, Gann’s has the largest selection of fine
tableware in the area. Whether you are looking to start a bridal
registry or give your kitchen that special update, you will find
hundreds of patterns on display for the right look for your home.
Joseph Gann Jewelers is located at 387 Washington St., 4th Floor,
Boston. Visit josephgann.com or call 617-426-4932.

✶ ✶ ✶
Kappy’s On Call

W

e invite you to take advantage of Kappy’s experience and
pricing for your wedding, corporate event, or private
functions. As a complete beverage planning service, Kappy’s On
Call makes small and large events more enjoyable for everyone.
Whether your next party is at home, a business location or
function facility, you’ll be glad you asked Kappy’s On Call to
provide the beverages!
Contact us at 781-395-8888 ext. 3 or by email at oncall@
kappys.com to get started, or stop by one of our locations on the
North Shore (Danvers, Peabody, Malden) to speak with a team
member.

✶ ✶ ✶
Salem Trolley

S

ince 1982, Salem Trolley has set the standard for sightseeing
tours and exceptional transportation North of Boston. Whether
you’re planning a personal ceremony or corporate gathering,
count on the Salem Trolley to transport your guests in style, comfort, and grace.
We can and have provided quality transportation for every event
imaginable. For weddings, bar/bat mitzvahs, birthday parties,
parades, family reunions, proms and school events, let us help
make your event memorable, safe, and stress-free.
We have special pricing for school groups, including proms and
sporting events. We work with local schools for historical tours of
Salem along with transportation to sporting events. Our fleet of
Trolleys can accommodate 30-38 passengers.
The Salem Trolley has won the BONS (Best of North Shore)
Award several times. We work with Destination Salem, Salem
Chamber of Commerce, Marblehead Chamber of Commerce and
the North of Boston Convention and Visitors Bureau.
Salem Trolley is located at 8 Central St., Salem. Visit salemtrolley.
com or call 978-744-5469.

✶ ✶ ✶
Selma’s Dress Shoppe

S

elma’s Dress Shoppe was started by Selma in 1948, and in 1973,
her daughter Lauralee was excited to continue her mother’s
legacy. At Selma’s you will find the finest collection of extraordinary
contemporary clothing for today’s woman: from black tie special
occasions to daytime casual wear such as sweaters, tops and
pants. If Lauralee cannot find what you want in the store, she will
find it on her shopping trips to the New York and Chicago fashion

No tricks,
just treats.
Have a safe Halloween.
Visit your local Edible® store
or order online today for
curbside pickup.

Full Service Skin Care and Beauty Practice

45 Enon St. Beverly - 978-927-3120
919 Lynnfield St. Lynn 781-593-1888
637 Lowell St. Big Y Plaza Peabody - 978-536-7010

Jejo1031

8 Spring Street Marblehead, Massachusetts
781.983.7343 HVWESTHETICS.COM

Available for a limited time only, while supplies last.
©2020 Edible IP, LLC. Edible®, Edible Arrangements®,
and the Fruit Basket Logo are registered trademarks
of Edible IP, LLC. All rights reserved.
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markets. Clients receive personalized service and the staff helps you create a new look and update
your old wardrobe.
Call Selma’s today at 781-289-3672 to schedule your appointment for our complimentary service so
we can help you find the new you for daytime, for nighttime, or for anytime.
Major credit cards are accepted. Lauralee will help you with your new look! You will love the clothes
at Selma’s.
Selma’s is located at 590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere. Call 781-289-3672.

✶ ✶ ✶
Rhea Simon

R

hea Simon has been entertaining at parties for many years. She is an accomplished singer and
has a BFA in Music Theatre from Syracuse University.
Rhea started her professional career at 16, as a singer/dancer at Opryland, USA in her hometown
of Nashville. She now captivates audiences all over the country, performing songs from the Great
American Songbook and Broadway stage.
Besides performing at parties, Rhea delights listeners at clubs and venues such as The Club Cafe
and Sculler’s in Boston and the Colonial Inn in Concord.
Contact Rhea at 978-857-9989.

V

THE PARTY
SPECIALIST

More than 30 years of experience

WE
ARE STILL
IN BUSINESS
V Adaptable
to every
event style
ANDVLOOKING
FORWARD
Classically elegant
or
contemporary
– always
creative
TO PLANNING
GREAT
V
Most
importantly,
PARTIES FOR YOU
ask any of our clients
AGAIN
SOON.
Wishing good health
to all our customers
and friends.

✶ ✶ ✶
Su Chang’s Chinese Cuisine

S

u Chang’s has been in business for over 25 years. Come to Su Chang’s for your wedding
celebrations. We have done showers, engagement parties, rehearsal dinners and even small
weddings.
We offer authentic Chinese food. Specialties include ginger
scallion lobster, clams with black bean sauce, and shrimp with
stuffed eggplant. It is necessary to order our superb rack of lamb
one day in advance. It is always good to include our delicious
noodles and a green vegetable. Mother always said it was
important to eat your green vegetables! We are so fortunate to be
in business for so many years and we attribute that to you – our
customers. We so appreciate you!
Su Chang’s is located at 373 Lowell St., Peabody. Visit suchangspeabody.com or call 978-531-3366.

V

✶ ✶ ✶
Vinnin Liquors

innin Liquors has been the local, family-owned choice for all
occasions on the North Shore for more than a half century.
2020 has provided more than its share of challenges, but we stand
ready to solve all your beverage needs and take the worry off your
shoulders.
This year we’ve added easy, contactless curbside pickup and
expanded delivery right to your door, all available on our easy to
use website, vinninliquors.com. Of course you are always welcome
to visit us at our store on Paradise Road. Though we are all wearing
masks and keeping our social distance, we’ll still fulfill your every
need, from food and wine pairing to gift giving.
Event planning can be difficult, especially now, but our experts
will assist with selection and quantity, schedule delivery and
provide refunds for any unused, unopened bottles. In these
uncertain times, you can rely on Vinnin.
Vinnin Liquors is located at 371 Paradise Road, Swampscott.
Visit vinninliquors.com or call 781-598-4110.

✶

✶

✶

continued on page 12
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regular t.
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giblees.com
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Zucker’s Bakery

C

ome to Zucker’s Bakery for the hand-braided Montreal style challah, stay for the rugelach, frozen doughs, whoopie pies and pound cakes. Plus, we’re baking cranberry pull-apart challah and
apple and pumpkin pies special for Thanksgiving. Visit us at 4 Lake Street in Peabody – don’t let the
windows fool you, we’re open and ready to offer all the goodies – let your nose lead the way!
Zucker’s Bakery is located at 4 Lake St., Peabody. Visit zuckerfoods.com or call 978-535-5335.

✶

✶

✶

P

Zvi Jalfin Photography

hotography is not just the click of the camera, it’s the art
of capturing the perfect moment. It is an art that Zvi Jalfin
has been perfecting for over 20 years. Drawing on his expert
knowledge of photographic and lighting techniques, Zvi brings
together the latest styles and technology to capture timeless
keepsakes.
Zvi recognizes that listening to his clients and aligning with
their expectations, ensures that their special moments will be
captured naturally and effortlessly.
He has established a great rapport with his clients and he
ensures that every occasion is handled with a pleasant demeanor
and a professional attitude.
Zvi photographs weddings and bar and bat mitzvahs,
corporate, events, executive portraits. Headshots and family
portraits. Zvi also offers digital graffiti services, green screen
photography, red carpet and paparazzi photography stations as
well as photo booth rentals.
Visit jalfinphoto.com, email zvi@jalfinphoto.com, or call
781-449-7249.

✶

✶

✶

LISTEN TO COMMUNITY LEADER

JIM SHAINKER AND GUESTS
DISCUSS CURRENT EVENTS ~ LITERATURE ~ HOLIDAYS ~
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Weddings, Private Events,
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To advertise in the Event Planning directory, contact:
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Liora Ragozin with her mother, Sarah Plymate (left) and her father,
Congregation Shirat Hayam Rabbi Michael Ragozin (right) smile
amid the celebration of Liora’s bat mitzvah and her reading from
the Torah.

By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

SWAMPSCOTT – Those
who attended Liora Ragozin’s
bat mitzvah on Sept. 5 at
Congregation Shirat Hayam,
both in person and virtually, will
probably remember it for her
eloquent d’var Torah speech on
the struggle between the desire
to treat everyone equally and
the desire to be unique.
“I want people to recognize
that I’m a Jewish girl, different
from other religions and other
genders. I am proud of my
identity and I celebrate it,” the
13-year-old said in an essay that
drew not only from a passage
from Isaiah but from tensions
elsewhere in the Old Testament
about the role foreigners
might play in the rebuilding of
Jerusalem.
This balancing act of equal
treatment and the celebration
of one’s uniqueness is one that
is playing out today, she said.
The bat mitzvah of the
daughter of Rabbi Michael
Ragozin, the spiritual leader of
Congregation Shirat Hayam on
Atlantic Avenue in Swampscott,
also showed how bar and bat
mitzvahs can overcome the
challenges posed by the coronavirus pandemic.
This includes the need for
social distancing, masks, and
limits on the size of indoor
gatherings. The restrictions precluded rows full of family and
friends, and a large party later
with a DJ or band and the dancing of the hora.
It meant many from near and
far could not attend. But the
small size turned out to be a
blessing when it came to Liora
and her family being able to
spend time with guests, or just

focus on Liora’s big day.
“Although there were some
very important people who
could not make it in person,
I loved the intimacy of Liora’s
bat mitzvah,” said her mother, Sarah Plymate, in an email,
“and that I could focus all of my
attention on my daughter and
the moment.”
“It’s a communal celebration
and I think everyone is working
really hard for these moments to
be celebrated,” Rabbi Ragozin
said.
Normally, the whole congregation would have been invited,
he said, with a luncheon after
the service. In this case, the congregation was invited to watch
online.
About 18 people attended inperson in the sanctuary, while
another 350 viewers watched
online, including family and
friends in Seattle, Rotterdam,
and California. Liora read the
Torah on a bimah surrounded
by plexiglass panels.
There was no large party
after, but a small backyard gathering with tables spread apart
from one another. “Since I had
to make these adjustments, I
got to talk individually with my
friends more.” Liora said. “It
does make it more personal.”
The next day, Liora and her
friend, Jasmina Kurtovic of
Marblehead, went horseback
riding as an added treat.
“I think that it’s a testimony
to resilience and to the sense
of life can go on and can continue,” said the rabbi, who
has three children, Liora, an
eighth-grader at Marblehead
Community Charter School;
Noam, 10, a fifth grader at the
same school; and 2-year-old
Aleza.
continued on page 16
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Bryna Litchman and
Arthur J. Epstein

Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter and Director of the School of
Journalism at Northeastern University, Jonathan Kaufman,
introduces The Last Kings of Shanghai, a detailed story of the
Sassoons who, by the 1930s, had been doing business in China for a
century, and were rivaled in wealth and influence by only one other
family dynasty – the Kadoories. At the height of World War II, these
two powerful families joined together to rescue and protect 18,000
Jewish refugees fleeing the Nazis. The long-hidden odysseys of
the Sassoons and the Kadoories hold a key to understanding many
complexities involved in today’s US-China relations.

In conversation with Dan Urman, Director of the
Undergraduate Law and Public Policy program and Director of Online
and Hybrid programs at the School of Law at Northeastern University

Co-sponsored with
The Jewish Journal

SHOP LOCAL! Buy your books at

Reserve your Tickets at JCCNS.org

REMARKABLE HOME!

SWAMPSCOTT
Surrounded by towering birch trees, this majestic Georgian Colonial captures your heart
immediately. Ocean breezes are a block away from the special 4 BR, 3.5B home. Beautifully
scaled rooms, complemented by lustrous wood flooring, and light streaming in from banks of
new windows and two fireplaces. This fine home creates unexpected opportunities. The master
bedroom is luxuriously large with abundant closet space, an adjacent sitting room & appealing
renovated bath. The new kitchen is beautifully appointed with top of the line appliances and
granite counters. Spend your time enjoying the lushly landscaped yard. All this plus new roof,
A/C, windows, HW tank and more. A remarkable home in remarkable condition!
$1,350,000
300 Salem St., Swampscott
781.593.6111
One Essex St., Marblehead
781.631.8800
saganharborside.com
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Adena Rosenthal, 50, of Nahant, formerly of Malden
Adena Rosenthal, Ph.D.,
passed away in her happy place,
her home in Nahant, on Oct.
6, 2020, due to complications
from metastatic melanoma. She
leaves behind her husband and
soulmate Benjamin Zack and
her four feline babies, also of
Nahant, her parents Judith and
Michael Rosenthal of Peabody,
her loving sister and brotherin-law Deborah Rosenthal and
Mark Ruelle, and her three
nephews, all of Melrose. The
days leading up to her passing
were filled with love from her
family and her friends whom
she considered family.
Adena was 50 years old. She
was born on Feb. 21, 1970, in
Buffalo, New York, and grew up
in Malden, where she graduated
from Malden High School. She
went on to get her bachelor’s
degree in psychology at New
York University and her doctorate in clinical psychology at
Bryn Mawr College. While she
was successful both academically and professionally, Adena
was not defined by her career.
Instead, Adena defined her
career by paving her own path.
Following her postdoctoral fellowship in child psychology
at Boston Children’s Hospital,
Adena set her sights on the
pharmaceutical industry, where

she most recently held a senior
clinical scientist role.
Adena’s worth was based on
all that she gave back to the
world and through her passion
to live life to its fullest. She was
particularly proud of her decade
as a volunteer therapist serving
immigrants and asylum seekers. Adena changed her friends’
lives. With a sharp tongue and
razor wit, Adena cut straight to
the point and gave her friends
the strength and clarity to make
big changes in their own lives.
She wasn’t bound by convention and often found it antithetical to her own happiness. She
had a fierce belief in right vs.
wrong and always chose honesty over the easy road.
Adena loved life. She loved to
laugh, to throw parties, to go to
parties, to dress in costume, to

sing, to watch funny movies, to
be silly, to paint, to be mellow,
and to travel the world. Adena’s
life was anything but staid. She
got married at a demolition
derby in the middle of a hurricane. She went from loving
Ethiopian food to spending a
month in Ethiopia and bringing home an Ethiopian tour
guide who won an American
visa. Adena had only one thing
left on her bucket list – to visit a
dude ranch in Montana.
Those that knew Adena best
know that she cherished her
time with her husband Ben,
laughing with friends, and
spending time with her younger
sister Deborah. While she will
surely be missed, her infectious
laugh, thoughtful words of wisdom, and free spirit will live on
in the hearts of all that knew
and loved her.
Adena’s husband Ben will
hold a private celebration of
Adena’s life. He urges those
who loved her to think about
her laugh and her smile and
recommends eating mandel
bread (preferably her Bubbe’s
recipe) in her honor. In lieu of
flowers, please consider a contribution to the Mass General
Cancer Center (https://because.
massgeneral.org/fundraiser/
2972885).

The Jewish Journal prints brief notices for free, if space allows. Biographical sketches
up to 200 words cost $100; longer submissions will be charged accordingly.
Photographs cost $25 each; emailed photos should be sent as jpeg or tiff files.
Submissions are subject to editing for style and space limitations. For further information,
contact your local funeral home, or email andrew@jewishjournal.org.

Frances B. Babbitt, 95, of Swampscott,
formerly of Lynn
Frances B. Babbitt passed away
on Oct. 7, 2020, at the Bertram
House of Swampscott, at the age
of 95. She was the beloved wife and
best friend of Abraham Babbitt.
They celebrated their 75th wedding anniversary in March.
Born in Lynn, Frances was the
daughter of the late David and
Bessie Tassel. She attended Lynn
Public Schools and graduated
from Lynn Classical High School.
Most important to Frances was
her family and she cherished every
visit and phone call. She loved to
bake and her family always looked
forward to her “apple squares” at
family gatherings.
Frances enjoyed a full, rich life.
She loved to dance and sing, and
seemed to remember the words to
every song. She enjoyed knitting,
playing bridge and Mahjongg,
doing crosswords, and mastering
Sudoku. For many years, she was
a member of a bowling league
at Lucky Strike Lanes in Lynn, as
well as at the Jewish Community
Center of the North Shore, where
she exercised and swam.
She loved to travel, having visited Israel, Hawaii and Aruba, as
well as many other places, including frequent bus trips to Foxwoods.
Among the items she saved was a
certificate awarded to her from
the Lynn Public Library, stating
that she had read 17 books during
the summer of 1936. She was a
member of Congregation Anshai
Sfard in Lynn and Congregation
Shirat Hayam in Swampscott.
In addition to her husband,
Frances leaves, with wonderful

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS
NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA ~ 978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS

82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA ~ 978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

Family-owned and operated since 1933

memories, her children Edward
Babbitt and daughter-in-law Ellen
Kayser, Ann Pendexter, Roberta
Babbitt and son-in-law William
McGeehan, Steven Babbitt, and
Susan Michaud and son-in-law
Scott Michaud; her grandchildren Daniel Babbitt and Karen
Cassidy, Casey Babbitt, and Daniel
McGeehan; her great-grandson
John Wesley Babbitt, who she
was thrilled to be able to hold
before the COVID-19 restrictions,
and many nieces and nephews.
Frances was also the sister of the
late Hyman Tassel and mother-inlaw of the late Charles Pendexter,
who adored her.
The family wishes to thank
everyone at Bertram House of
Swampscott for your loving care
and for keeping our parents
and grandparents together and
happy. We will be forever grateful.
We also thank everyone at Care
Dimensions and Molly Rowe of
First Light Home Care for your
exceptional care and compassion.
Due to regulation imposed by
the Coronavirus Pandemic a private graveside service was held at
Pride of Lynn Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, donations in
Frances’ memory may be made
to Care Dimensions, 75 Sylvan
St., Danvers, MA 01923; or to
Congregation Shirat Hayam, c/o
Rabbi Michael Ragozin’s discretionary fund, 55 Atlantic Ave.,
Swampscott, MA 01907; or the
charity of your choice. For more
information or to register in the
online guestbook, visit stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

LEGACY
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with a donation to
the Jewish Journal.
Your gift supports
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life in our communities.

THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – OCTOBER 29, 2020

Ann (Karol) Bailen, 85, of Peabody

Jason Stanley Silber, 85, of Peabody, formerly of Malden

Ann (Karol) Bailen, of
Peabody, passed away on Oct.
15, 2020. She was 85.
Beloved wife of Dr. Jacob
(“Jack”) Bailen. Daughter of the
late Irving and Bertha Leimberg
Karol. Mother of Dr. Laura and
Howard Kaufman, Dr. Mark
Bailen and Dr. Monica Roizner,
Dr. Steven and Cindy Bailen,
Richard and Michelle Bailen, and
Michael Bailen. Grandmother of
Merav Kaufman, Yael Kaufman
and Aviva Galpert, Yonina and
Manor Ben-Shimon, Avital
Bailen, Erez Bailen, Gilat Bailen,
Kara Bailen, Jenna Bailen, Justin
Bailen, and Alex Bailen. Sister
to Jean (Martin) Becker of
Albany, New York, and Miriam
Efroymson of Albuquerque,
New Mexico.
Ann was born in Boston on
July 30, 1935, and was raised
in Springfield. She attended
the Boston University School of
Practical Arts and Letters.
Ann married her beloved
husband, Dr. Jack Bailen, in
1956, and in 1958, the couple
moved to Peabody, where they

Jason Stanley Silber, of
Peabody, passed away peacefully at home on Oct. 24, 2020,
at 85. He was surrounded by his
loving family.
Jason was happily married
for 57 years to the love of his
life, Sharon (Krasnow) Silber.
Devoted father of Karen (Silber)
Weissel and her husband
Michael of Newton, and the late
Brian Silber. Treasured grandfather of Brad, Brianna, and
Brendan Weissel, who affectionately called him “Pappy.” Son
of the late Abraham and Anna
(Levine) Silber. Brother of the
late Robert Silber. Brother-inlaw of Jordan and Jean Krasnow
and Adena and Edward Moss.
Cherished uncle of many nieces
and nephews.
Jason graduated from Malden
High School and Northeastern
University. He enjoyed a long
career as a sales manager. He
had a unique gift: he could easily talk to everyone and make
them feel special, whether they
were young or old. He had a
witty sense of humor and could

raised five children and ran
two consecutive businesses (an
optometry practice and dental
practice) from their home. Ann
was the office manager for both
businesses, and her contributions were invaluable.
Ann loved traveling to warmer climates, reading the newspaper front-to-back, talking to
friends and family, dining out,
solving crossword puzzles, and
playing the lottery. Her children and grandchildren meant
everything to her, and she
delighted in celebrating their
accomplishments and simchas.
Her sharp wit, facility with language, and astute engagement
with current events brought joy
to all in her company.
Ann’s life and memory are a
blessing to all of us. Donations
in remembrance may be made
to Congregation Shirat Hayam,
55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott,
MA 01907. Arrangements were
handled by Goldman Funeral
Chapel, Malden. For online
condolences, go to goldmanfc.
com.

always bring a smile to the faces
of his nieces and nephews.
He was an avid New England
sports fan, always cheering on
the home team and never missing a Patriots game on TV.
He was the cofounder of the
Brian D. Silber Memorial Fund,
in memory of his son Brian,

15

and worked tirelessly to fulfill
Brian’s wishes by raising money
to find a cure for spinal cord
tumors. His utmost pride and
joy were his children and grandchildren. Nothing meant more
to him than attending their
sports games, activities, and
milestones. He was their biggest
cheerleader.
Jason will be forever in our
hearts.
Due to COVID restrictions,
a private graveside service will
be held. Donations may be
made in memory of Jason to
the Brian D. Silber Memorial
Fund
(https://giving.massgeneral.org/donate/silberfund/), or checks can be mailed
to: Massachusetts General
Hospital, c/o Brian D. Silber
Memorial Fund, Development
Office, 125 Nashua St., Suite
540, Boston, MA 02114.
Arrangements were handled
by Goldman Funeral Chapel,
Malden. For online condolences, go to goldmanfc.com.

Shakeup at temples leaves rabbi and cantor out
from page 1

over the past few months to
come to a decision regarding a
new contract,” Dinnes said in
the video post. “The rabbi will
remain with us through the end
of June 2021, however, his contract is not being renewed.”
Dinnes also quoted an email
from the rabbi: “Recently,
Temple Sinai leadership and I
discussed my contract which
concludes in June 2021. It has
been seven years this June that
I have been working for Temple
Sinai, years of great memories that I will surely treasure. I
appreciate what this community has done for me and my family, and I know they appreciate
my service to Temple Sinai. We
think it is time to search for new
horizons and new beginnings
somewhere else.” He thanked
the congregation “for these
wonderful years.”
Dinnes, in his message, said
much has changed for Temple
Sinai and the rabbi over the
years and the decision was
not made lightly. The Ritual
Committee plans to meet in two
weeks to chart a course forward.
He said Sinai remains a wonderful temple with strengths in
social action and adult education. He said he looked forward
to seeing what the future brings
when the temple moves past
the pandemic and members
are able to interact in-person
again.
When asked about the reasons for the rabbi’s departure,
Dinnes said in an email, “There
are various reasons and we are
still considering our path forward.” He said the temple might
hire another full-time rabbi, but
he wasn’t sure.
“The decision was made with
a lot of input and with discussions over the past months with
the Rabbi and the reasons are
not for public consumption,” he
said. Comments made at board
of directors’ meetings are private.
In a follow-up email, Dinnes
said that he has responded to a
number of emails and an occasional call from congregants
unhappy with the decision not
to renew the rabbi’s contract.

“Rabbi
David
CohenHenriquez is intelligent, engaging and passionate in public,”
Dinnes said, “and he is a wonderful extemporaneous speaker.
He has many positive qualities,
including a warm personality,
and as one congregant wrote, he
provides the ‘congregation with
a wonderful blend of spirituality
through ritual, prayer and meditation, combined with challenging study of Torah and related
commentaries, and an inspiring
application of the concept of
chesed (loving kindness).’”
Dinnes said as fiduciaries, the

board must consider all aspects
of temple life, and a wide range
of topics were discussed.
“Ultimately, it was decided
that Temple Sinai needs to
travel a slightly different path,”
Dinnes said. “Whether we are
correct or not, time will tell.”
Last year, Cohen-Henriquez,
40, celebrated his 10th anniversary of his ordination from
Hebrew College, according to
a post on JewishBoston.com.
After Hebrew College, he had
an internship at the Boston
Synagogue and his first pulpit
was in a temple in Manchester,

New Hampshire. After, he spent
less than a year in Panama at a
shul where he grew up, he also
worked at a Sephardic temple in
Los Angeles, he said.
Rabbi Cohen-Henriquez further declined comment.
Weinreb has performed
across the United States at High
Holiday services and wedding
ceremonies. He has performed
with his Judeo Flamenco group
Lyla Cante, and the Klezmer
bands Simcha All Stars & Cuban
Jewish All Stars. He also teaches
drums and percussion to children and adults.

“The Board of Directors
of Shirat Hayam are and will
always be exceedingly grateful
to Cantor Alty for his extraordinary energy, spirituality and
musicality and we are confident
that the new music and spirit
that Alty has brought to Shirat
will be with us for decades to
come,” Messenger said in his
announcement. “We especially
want to thank Cantor Alty for
his countless contributions to
this year’s virtual High Holy Day
services and wish him all the
best on his spiritual journey.”
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Whether planning for ourselves or our loved ones
it is very important to plan ahead for our needs.
Let us help.

A day of eloquence
from page 13

There are lots available in Temple Tiferet Shalom Cemetery,
on Route 128N, Danvers.
We offer upright or flat markers in
our traditional or interfaith sections on our beautifully curated land.

Plan now, by December 31, 2020, to take
advantage of our low rates*.
(Member and Non-Member rates available)
*Rates increasing in January 2021

For more information about purchasing, please contact:
Dave McKenna, Cemetery Management
Office: (978)774-0139 | Cell: (508)328-2790
Email: davemckenna50@comcast.net

489 Lowell Street, Peabody
(978)535-2100 | templetiferetshalom.org

CENTER FOR HOLOCAUST AND GENOCIDE STUDIES
AT SALEM STATE UNIVERSITY WILL HOST
BEST-SELLING AUTHOR MARTHA HALL KELLY

Author of “Lilac Girls: Nazi Medical Experiments”

Thursday, November 12, 6-7:30 pm
In her gripping Lilac Girls: A Novel, Martha Hall Kelly focuses on a group
of Polish women, who were sent to the all-female concentration camp
Ravensbrück. In the camp, they were subjected by Nazi doctors and
nurses to cruel medical experiments. The author will discuss the
historical background to her novel, the true characters behind the story,
and the experiments performed at the camp.

Liora Ragozin celebrated her bat mitzvah at Congregation Shirat
Hayam in Swampscott last month. Here, she sits with her younger
brother, Noam, 10, and younger sister, Aleza, 2, outside the temple.

Ragozin said despite all that
is going on with the coronavirus pandemic, Jewish children
are still turning 13 and want to
celebrate their new status in the
Jewish community. He said the
kids in general have embraced
the changes to these celebrations due to the pandemic, with
a greater emphasis placed on
the sanctuary ceremony, which
can be performed as close to
normal as possible.
“I give a lot of kudos to the
kids,” Ragozin said. “For them,
they miss out on one of the
really big parts of celebration,
which is to get together with
their friends.”
Liora said having a dad as a
rabbi was helpful when it came
to learning her Torah portion.
“He’s a really good teacher so
it was good working with him,”
she said. Liora also worked with
Elana Rozenfeld, the former
cantor at Shirat Hayam, to learn
to chant the Haftorah.
Liora went to Epstein Hillel
School in Marblehead from
third to sixth grade and learned
Hebrew with teachers Tali
Bloom and Tali Marotz.
At the temple, Ragozin works
with bar and bat mitzvah students on the preparation of their
d’var Torah speeches. Ragozin
said it was special to be able to
work with his daughter, and to
be able to take more time with
her to craft it.
Another highlight of the service was the singing of the daily
Ashrei prayer, with Liora and her
little brother taking turns.
“It was really fun and special
to do Ashrei with my brother,”
Liora said. “Sometimes we fight
a little bit, but it was good to do
it with him, it was fun.”

“It was really sweet to see the
two of them chant it together, to
know it well,” the rabbi said.
Liora said the plexiglass panels around the bimah allowed
her to take off her mask while
speaking, singing, and chanting.
People who came up to do
their Aliyah blessings before and
after the Torah readings would
stand apart from her and keep
their masks on.
Those having the honor of
doing the blessing in-person
included a set of grandparents
from Seattle, her aunt from
Seattle, and Kurtovic and her
mother, Alex Shube.
Online, three grandparents
and a great aunt and great uncle
had the honor of doing the
blessing.
As swag for her friends,
Liora designed T-shirts with the
depiction of a wave on it along
with her initials and the date
of her bat mitzvah. Her silk tallit came from Advah Designs
in Norwood, while she wore a
necklace that belonged to her
great-great grandmother.
Liora’s speech was based on
her Haftorah reading of Isaiah,
Chapter 60, which dealt with
what Liora called “a radical
universalism for his time” as
Isaiah saw how foreigners could
play a role in the rebuilding of
Jerusalem, in stark contrast to
isolationist sentiments in the
Book of Ezra.
“I liked the Haftorah because
it was the first time Isaiah
expressed the idea of inclusion
and inclusion of foreigners in
an activity,” she said. “Today we
are still working on including
everybody and treating everybody equally, like Isaiah was trying to do.”

Educators are encouraged to attend the talk and the follow-up workshop,
“Teaching Nazi Medical Experiments with USHMM Sources” (11/18).
Information and registration to all CHGS’s events can be found at
salemstate.edu/chgs.
Registration: https://tinyurl.com/lilacgirls11-12.
The event is free and open to the public.
This event is generously supported by:
Liora Ragozin reads from the Torah in the sanctuary of Congregation
Shirat Hayam as her father, Rabbi Michael Ragozin, looks on.
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Veterans teach teens lessons

BROOKLINE MAN MAKES ALIYAH

Oct. 4, 2004 at age 79, when she was just
2 ½. So, to get his story, she relied on
published reports and interviews, letters
he wrote home, and interviews with her
mother, Lisa, and Glaser’s aunt, she said.
While she had heard stories about her
grandfather’s service and capture over
the years, she learned a new story about
one of Steckler’s fellow Jewish prisoners of war, Sam Fahrer, who became too
injured and ill to report to work. Steckler
carried him down the hill to the work
site, and then back up again at night. She
said if Fahrer had not reported to work,
he would have been shot.
“My grandfather saved Sam’s life; it
was an example of heroism and caring
for others,” Glaser wrote. She said Sam
came to her grandfather’s wedding after
the war.
Veteran Eric Adelman of Stoneham,
who is a trustee of Peabody’s Temple
Tiferet Shalom and the secretary of its
brotherhood, is responsible for bringing
the panel discussion to life.
“It will be to hear from the students
what it was like to interview the veterans
and what it was like [for veterans] to be
interviewed by the mature Jewish youth
and we are really excited about it,” said
Adelman, who was not interviewed for
the project, but came across the exhibit
on the Lappin Foundation’s website.
Adelman, a licensed social worker
who works in behavioral health care,
served in the Army Reserve, in the Army
Medical Department, as a social worker
clinician assigned to a local combat support hospital for 10 years from 1998 to
2009. He retired with the rank of captain.
He approached his temple brotherhood and adult education committee
about doing a Zoom program around the
exhibit for Veterans Day.
Jayla Odorczuk, 17, of Swampscott,

Greenberg was born in the West End of
Boston. He was 13 in 1957 when his family was among more than 7,000 pushed
out of their homes with one month’s
notice because of large-scale redevelopment.
He and much of his family moved to
Revere.
One of the first people he met as a
teen in Revere was the future Pulitzer
Prize-winning news photographer,
Stanley Forman, and the pair have stayed
friends ever since. When he was living in
Brookline, they would meet at the Bagel
Bin Deli or on the beach for a slice of
Bianchi’s pizza.
“Childhood friend whose friendship
continues,” Forman said.
Greenberg earned a bachelor’s degree
in business from Salem State, and then
went on to get his master’s degree in
business and business education and a
doctorate in adult and higher education,
both from Boston University.
He started his career at Colby Junior
College (now Colby-Sawyer College) in
New London, New Hampshire. He went
on to become a professor at MassBay
Community College in Wellesley, then
worked at Newbury College as an assistant to the college’s president. While
there, he finished his doctorate and got
a job offer from George Washington
University in Washington, D.C., where
he became a professor and directed both
the master’s degree and doctoral programs in higher education administration in what he said was a dream career
that spanned 38 years.
He and his late wife of 44 years,
Roberta, had moved to Virginia and lived
near “a wonderful synagogue.” His wife
was the principal of the Hebrew school
for three years, and he taught there for
13 years.

from page 1

a senior at Middlebridge School in
Narragansett, Rhode Island, interviewed
Harvey Chafitz, 81, of Framingham, who
served in the Army Signal Corps from
1962 to 1984, which included stints in
Alaska.
“The interview was meaningful to me
because I was able to hear what it was
like being Jewish and in the military,”
Odorczuk said via email. “He was lucky
enough to go to synagogue on Fridays,
Saturdays, and high holidays. Not all soldiers had that opportunity,” she said.
“He worked in telecommunications until he retired from the military,”
Odorczuk said. “Harvey became close
friends with his rabbi [and] kept in touch
with him even after he retired. He has
also stayed in touch with his friends and
has weekly Zoom calls with them.”
Jewish War Veterans North Shore
Post 220 Commander Alan Lehman
of Peabody was interviewed by Daniel
Ruskin, 17, a high school senior from
Port Washington, New York.
Lehman traveled about the country
and overseas to Germany and South
Korea as a Judge Advocate General’s
Corps attorney in the Air Force. He retired
from active duty after 10 years in 1986,
and stayed in the Air Force Reserve until
2006. He retired with the rank of colonel.
Lehman said he found the military
accepting of his faith, though there was
the challenge of getting the high holidays
off. He recalled one instance in Colorado
when a civilian boss refused to give him
time off the night before Yom Kippur,
which meant a fast-food meal before Kol
Nidre.
“My experience is it was not a problem [being Jewish in the military], I can
only speak for myself and the Air Force,”
said Lehman, who attends Temple Ner
Tamid.

from page 1

The happily married couple raised
two children. Greenberg said the fifth
anniversary of the death of his beshert –
soulmate – is approaching. She died Nov.
2, 2015, at age 64.
Greenberg recalled how he was
bowled over when he first laid eyes on
“this absolutely gorgeous woman.” The
couple met in 1971 in passing while he
was filling out forms for a scholarship
as a teaching fellow while finishing his
doctorate at BU. It was love at first sight
for both of them.
It took a week before he was able
to introduce himself, but in the end,
they were married nine months later at
Temple Sinai in Marblehead.
Family friend Franny Etna of Ipswich
grew up in Medford and was friends with
Roberta, and it was Roberta who introduced Etna and her husband, Ralph, to
Greenberg.
“He is the best friend and he makes
sure to keep in touch with us, always,”
Franny Etna said.
As for his move to Israel, Etna said,
“Well, I think I’m very happy for him. I
will miss him.”
Greenberg’s son, Jason, a lawyer, and
his wife, Teresa, have two children and
live at The Brook House in Brookline
Village, where he had also lived for a
time. There, he got to see his first grandchild grow and a second one come along.
He had some good friends there, but
he had not gotten used to living there.
“Here, in nine months, I know the
name of almost everybody on the street,”
Greenberg said. Israel is like the old West
End of Boston, he said, with all the shops
on the street being mom-and-pop businesses.
“I’m 10 minutes from the Medi
terranean to go swimming. It’s a wonderful place. And, I feel good here.”

MAZEL TOV
TO OUR DEAR FRIEND
BONNIE SHELKROT
with love from
Maxine and Don Goldberg
Judy and Shep Remis
Barbara and Bert Wolf
Carolyn Perlow and Gary Glenner
Josene Steinberg and David Fromm
“May your good deeds
set an example for all who follow.”
– Talmud
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‘Etched in Glass,’ the tribute to Holocaust survivor Steve Ross, to debut on GBH 2
from page 5

a “dream come true” for Lyons,
who began his career at the public television station, he said in a
phone conversation.
The two first met 20 years ago,
when Lyons filmed a short profile of Ross for a WBZ-TV feature
on community heroes.
At the time, Holocaust denial
was on the rise. Lyons was drawn
to Ross’s passion and sincerity. “I
realized this is a story that needed to be told,” Lyons said.
“It rang true for a Jewish kid
growing up in Marblehead,”
Lyons added, recalling a couple
of his own childhood brushes
with anti-Semitism.
At Hebrew school in the
1960s, he wasn’t exposed to
the Holocaust. Ross “provided
me with Holocaust education,”
Lyons said.
For the next 15 years, Lyons

Marblehead native Roger Lyons
wrote, produced, and directed
“Etched in Glass: The Legacy of
Steve Ross.” The film will premiere on GBH 2 on Nov. 12.

followed Ross with a camera as
he spoke at Yom HaShoah community programs and at new
citizen swearing-in ceremonies.
In one of the film’s most powerful scenes – filmed a dozen
years ago – Ross speaks with stu-

dents at Dorchester’s Jeremiah
E. Burke High School, who sit
mesmerized by his words. “Don’t
be quiet about racism. Speak
up,” he implores the teens, many
of whom are Black or Latino.
Afterward, they surround him,
eager to touch his arm, take selfies, and ask questions.
Throughout the film, viewers see Ross display the cherished small flag he was given
by the American soldier. Ross
spent decades trying to track
him down.
That against-the-odds milestone unfolded in November
2012, at the Veterans Day memorial at the Massachusetts State
House, when Ross and the family of Steve Sattler, 1st Lt. in the
191st Tank Battalion, met for the
first time. Sattler, a Purple Heart
recipient who lived in Michigan,
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Courtesy photo: Tony Bennis

Holocaust survivor Steve Ross walks with his son, Mike, at the New
England Holocaust Memorial in a scene from “Etched in Glass: The
Legacy of Steve Ross.”

had died in 1986.
With that tug-at-your-heart
reunion, Lyons captures the dramatic touchpoint he needed to
complete the film.
The film “made history more
real and more personal,” said
Sarah Evans, a history teacher
at Jeremiah E. Burke High who
showed an early version to her
class three years ago. The next
day, the school hosted a visit
from Sattler’s daughter, Gwen
Sattler Allanson, and Brenda
Sattler, one of Steve Sattler’s
granddaughters, when they were
in Boston for a preview of the
film.
“Many of the students were
born outside of the U.S. and
felt inspired by all Ross accom-

plished despite the adversities he
faced,” said Evans, who is Jewish
and grew up in Marblehead.
A quarter century after its
dedication, the New England
Holocaust Memorial is a city
landmark. Each year, it attracts
tens of thousands of students
and visitors from around the
world.
For Ross, it was a place he
could mourn the loss of his
parents and all but one of his
siblings in the death camps, he
says in the film. But his dream
reached for a broader audience.
“It is vital to have a memorial
to tell the world of all the atrocities and hopefully, the memorial will make a difference in this
world.”

Local Jews mull ACA’s fate
from page 4

Massachusetts including two
advocacy organizations with
Jewish connections – the Jewish
Alliance for Law and Social
Action and the Greater Boston
Interfaith Organization – on a
prescription drug campaign.
“We were first in the nation
in terms of coverage, which is
good,” she said. “It does not
mean that more can’t be worked
on.”
Those who support the ACA
were asked about the arguments
of the other side.
“Unless you think the ACA is a
sinister law that would get struck
down and something would be
created to replace it, it’s hard

THAT ANYWHERE THEY PLAY...

is pest free.

800-525-4825

www.a1exterminators.com

work to understand the thinking of these Republican states,”
Hattis said. “If it’s more market-based solutions, the ACA is
probably the closest to a marketbased solution for as many people as possible in the country.”
Mountain said there is “no
room for common ground.”
During the pandemic, “the
health care system is functioning
very well, extremely well.
“I’ve been to the doctor several times,” he said, “and like any
good patient, I comply with the
face-mask restrictions. Health
care, as it does in the U.S., continues to function brilliantly, so
long as it’s private, privatized.”
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A message from socialism’s survivors to local liberal Jews
tunities that this country provided, and communicating
with citizens of this country, we
noticed that the vast majority
of local Jews were tilted toward
the socialist ideology, that same
ideology we flew away from
many years ago. That same
ideology which nowadays is
embraced by many members of
the Democratic party.
So here is the question:
Why do American Jews vote
for Democrats? Why don’t
American Jews look at the history of their own families? You will
be hard pressed to find a single
Jewish American family without
member(s) that were not killed,
prosecuted or destroyed by the
left-wing ideology in the likes
of communism, socialism, or
Marxism. “We don’t need you
to work. We need you to suffer.” That is the ultimate aim
of the above -isms – different
names for the same brutal and
soul-destroying system. It is the
left-wing ideology which created monsters such as Lenin,
Stalin, Mao, Pol Pot, Ceausescu,
Castro, Chavez, etc., the same
left-wing ideology that resulted
in the Holocaust, Holodomor,
Gulag, and the forceful relocation of millions of Ashkenazi
Jews all across Europe.
Why do liberal American
Jews support ideas, and the
party which aims to destroy all
of the great achievements and
benefits created by free market

One of the most important
elections of our lifetime is just
a few days away and we feel the
imperative to let our opinion be
heard across the Jewish community.
We are a group of Jews who
left the Soviet Union and came
to United States in the latter
part of the last century. The reason we left the country – whose
l a n g u a g e,
culture and
traditions
we
grew
up
with
was quite simple. The USSR’s
political system, built on leftwing ideology and Marxist
principles, deprived us from
being Jews within our country. We also realized that the
Socialist/Communist system
was not a place where Jews
and many other nationalities
and ethnicities were equal and
had an opportunity to prosper.
Through the personal experiences of our families and ‘illegal’ avenues such as Voice of
America, Radio of Israel, and
other media sources, we were
discovering the fate of millions of Jews and others. And
as we know now many millions
were killed and destroyed by
Communists in the name of a
better future and equality for
mankind.
However, over the course of
many years living in the U.S.,
enjoying freedoms and oppor-

First
Person

capitalism and replace it with
a system known for its political and religious suppression
as well as spectacular economic failures? It is a system
which failed everywhere it was
imposed (i.e., the Soviet Union,
which doesn’t even exist anymore; Eastern European countries, Vietnam, Cambodia,
North Korea, Cuba, Venezuela,
to name a few).
Russian Jews were some of
the most eager supporters of
the Russian Bolshevik revolution and were disposed of first
among all of those prosecuted
as soon as the new order was
established. Modern American
Jews would suffer from the same
fate. From the socialism/communism/Marxism perspective
Jews are always considered second class citizens. As soon as
Jews are no longer at the dinner
table, they are on the menu.
A Russian Jew Leon Trotsky
(born Lev Bronstein), who, along
with Lenin, led the Bolshevik
Party in Russia, was a catastrophe for Jews and for humanity. In 1920, when Trotsky was
head of the Red Army, Moscow’s
chief rabbi, Rabbi Jacob Mazeh,
asked him to use the army to
protect the Jews from pogroms
in which tens of thousands of
Jews were murdered. Trotsky
responded: “Why do you come
to me? I am not a Jew,” to which
Rabbi Mazeh answered: “That’s
the tragedy. It’s the Trotskys

who make revolutions, and it’s
the Bronsteins who pay the
price.” That is the story of the
many Jewish leftists to this day:
Jewish leftists make revolutions,
and all the Jews (and millions of
others) pay the price.
What legacy are modern
American Jews leaving for their
children and grandchildren? If
America tilts toward socialism,
communism, Marxist-Leninist
doctrine, or left-wing progressivism as the Democrat Party
now eagerly promotes, there
will be no happy ending.
Nonetheless, we still hope
that at the end of the day
American Jews will be able to
see through the fog of detrimental liberal ideology and
vote for leaders and policies
that reject socialism, that guarantee our safety, security, prosperity, religious, cultural and
economic freedom, that support our law enforcement, that
preserve our Constitution and
our way of life.

YACHAD’S SIBLING
SUPPORT SERVICES
VIRTUAL SIBLING SUPPORT GROUP
for adult siblings of individuals with disabilities ages 21+

– Gene Bonderman, Salem
Konstantin Raptunovich,
Swampscott
Alexandra Zacharova, Salem
Mila Lozovskaya, Swampscott
Boris Karan, Lynn
Irina Galperina, Ashland
Vera Foygelman, Stoughton
Alex Foygelman, Stoughton
Naum Kipervasser, Swampscott
Mila Kipervasser, Swampscott
Dina Gleyzer, West Roxbury
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Editor’s note:

Opinions expressed in the
First Person column are those
of the writers and not the
Jewish Journal. Have an essay
or an opinion piece you’d like
to publish? Please submit
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with the subject head “First
Person.” Submissions should
be 800 words or less.
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Shalom, our dear Joel
By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF

I

n a better, more just world, Joel Levine
would still be alive today. He would be
spending nights making plans with
his wife, Ellen, to make Aliyah to Israel.
He would be relaxing after a long day
at his accounting job in Marblehead,
and opening up the Talmud to study
the Gemara.
He would be
talking on the
phone with
his daughters, Sara and Rachel, and asking how their day went. He would be
sitting down in front of his grand piano,
playing an intricate classical piece and
making it look easy.
Last Thursday, the light grew dimmer
across the North Shore as word spread
that Joel had passed after a brief illness.
In the small but tight Orthodox Jewish
community, there were few words to
describe the collective loss.
Then on Sunday, as 20 family members and friends gathered to say goodbye at his funeral in Everett, there were
mostly tears against a biting wind. Tears
for this modest, red-bearded man who
always had a smile on his face. Tears for
this Springfield native who arrived at
Brandeis in the 1970s and insisted on
sitting next to Ellen – the first night she

Appreciation

arrived – and winning her over with his
knowledge of classical music and overall charm. Tears for this guy who never
uttered a word of lashon hara, gossip or
derogatory speech about anyone, and
was always present when someone needed to make a minyan to say Kaddish.
It wasn’t an easy life. There was never
a lot of money: family, faith, and character were their riches. “We were always in
debt and never cared,” Ellen told us as
we stood by Joel’s grave on Sunday. In
his early years, he had placed a bust of
Beethoven on his piano in Springfield,
and proceeded to learn all of the composer’s sonatas. He had a music degree
from Brandeis and made a living adding
numbers. Ellen is a professional musician who also teaches violin.
I first met them around 25 years ago.
We were a part of a group of younger
families that had moved to Lynn. We marveled at the late Rabbi Samuel Zaitchik’s
sermons. Most of us eventually shifted
over to Chabad in Swampscott. We liked
the intimacy, lack of bureaucracy, and the
davening.
Soon, Joel became a fixture there.
Wrapped in his heavy tallit, with his siddur just inches from his eyes, Joel followed every sentence and word. And if
a person mispronounced a word or a
vowel while reading the Torah, we could
all count on Joel to announce the word.

Ellen and Joel Levine

In another shul, others would take it
personally, but Joel’s intention was pure:
He was doing what he could do to correct
the world.
If you were new to the shul, or if
someone looked like they were hungry,
Joel would pull them aside and politely
offer up an invitation for a Shabbat meal.
These were multi-course feasts, with colorful salads, hummus, platters of meat,
single-malt scotch, and always a d’var
Torah.
During these meals, time seemed to
stand still and there was no talk about the
stock market, or who was getting rich in
the neighborhood or what new expensive
toy they were about to buy. The conversation was always about family, about children, about simchas, about Israel.
His favorite holiday was Sukkot, and

he spent nearly every waking moment
in his sukkah. Each year, he’d ask me to
come over and say L’Chaim with him,
and many years I obliged. Our conversation followed the same themes: family,
faith, Torah, and Israel. He knew I had a
passion for Israel and over the last several years we discussed plans to make
Aliyah.
On Sunday, Ellen told us that the last
12 months had been their happiest year
together. Despite the pandemic, they
had made much progress preparing to
sell their house and planned to move to
Jerusalem to spend the rest of their lives.
This week, people converged upon the
Levine house in Swampscott to attend
the shiva and help make a minyan so his
family could say Kaddish. On the deck
where his sukkah had stood just a few
weeks ago, Hebrew prayers of consolation drifted up into the inky night. I found
it hard to concentrate on the prayers and
instead held a vision of Joel: smiling,
nodding, and settling down at the dining
room table to learn more Talmud.
There will always be tears in the
community for Joel, and just as many
moments of gratitude for what our dear
friend taught us about morality and kindness. Shalom, dear Joel, may your memory be a blessing, and when I reach your
beloved Jerusalem next, I will consider it
a blessing from you as well.
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