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PONDERING THE UNCERTAINTIES
ENGRAINED IN OUR JEWISH CULTURE
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Marcy Bernstein, Missey Donohoe and Holly Jannell, all of Marblehead,
held signs for Democrats outside Temple Emanu-El on election day.

Jewish voters play a role in
deciding the 2020 election
The uncertain election night verdict of the American people left multiple questions unanswered in the
days after the end of the campaign. On Saturday, Joe Biden (center, right) and Kamala Harris were
declared the winners.

By David M. Shribman
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

In a hard fought, razor-close
presidential campaign, many
questions remained unanswered after the polling stations
closed. It
wasn’t clear
which party
would control the Senate, it wasn’t plain
how significant mail-in ballots were, it wasn’t apparent

Opinion

how many uncounted votes
remained in Pennsylvania’s
Allegheny County, it wasn’t
known who would stand on
the west front of the Capitol at
noon on Jan. 20, 2021, to take
the oath of office as president.
But beyond politics – beyond
the winning and the losing, the
cheering and the sobbing, the
brave claims of victory and the
sober calls for patience – one
question remains unanswered,
and perhaps even unposed:

Were the hours after the
polls closed on Election Day
– were the days when the ballots were still being counted – a
peculiarly Jewish moment?
And then there are the
questions that flow from that
one: Was there something in
the immediate irresolution of
the contest that had reflections in Jewish culture? Were
there elements of the unknown
that mirrored the unanswered

By Ethan M. Forman and Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL STAFF AND JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

MARBLEHEAD – Marcy Bernstein of Marblehead stood on the
sidewalk adjacent to the driveway of Temple Emanu-El on election
day holding signs for Democratic candidates.
Bernstein, a temple member, was there because the synagogue
on Atlantic Avenue was being used by the town as a polling location.
“I’m surprised because I’m used to public places,” she said of
where the town normally sets up its polls, “but why not? We are all
one community.”
Beyond the temple’s nonpartisan, nonpolitical involvement in the
big election, Jews had a role to play in the outcome. Communities on
the North Shore with sizable Jewish populations swung in favor of
Biden. After last week’s election, A J Street poll found that 77 percent of American Jews voted for Biden, while 21 percent went for
Trump. The margin was smaller in a Republican Jewish Committee

continued on page 13
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Auchincloss elected to congress;
first Jew to hold seat since Barney Frank
By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

NEWTON – Fourth District
Congressman-elect
Jake
Auchincloss, 32, of Newton,
does not mince words when
asked about President Donald
Trump’s refusal to accept the
results of the 2020 election.
“Of course, I have concerns,”
said Auchincloss in talking
about the country’s 250-year
history of a peaceful transfer
of power. Auchincloss called it
“frustrating.”
“He’s so infantile and narcissistic he cannot put country
first,” said Auchincloss, calling
Trump’s inability to accept the
result in favor of President-elect
Joseph Biden “reprehensible.”

“It undermines the American
project,” said Auchincloss.
Auchincloss, a Newton city
councilor, won a hotly contested primary in September, narrowly beating Jesse Mermell, a
former member of the Brookline
Select Board, with 22.4 percent
of the vote to Mermell’s 21.1
percent, a difference of a little
over 2,000 votes. And, on Nov.
3, Auchincloss, a Marine Corps
veteran, beat his Republican
challenger and retired Air Force
Col. Julie Hall by 61 to 39 percent. When he is sworn in Jan.
3, he will fill the seat vacated by
Joseph P. Kennedy III, who failed
to unseat Senator Ed Markey
in the Democratic primary in
September. Kennedy was preceded in office by Barney Frank,

Newton Congressman-elect Jake Auchincloss with wife, Michelle,
and son, Teddy.

who, like Auchincloss, is Jewish.
On Monday, Auchincloss
spoke about growing up in a
Jewish family. He described
himself as both engaged with
Israel and pro-Israel.
His story, he says, is like that
of many Jews in the Greater
Boston area. His great-grandfather escaped the pogroms in
Russia and settled in Chelsea.
He was able to start a garment
business and build a middleclass life.
His grandfather, the late Dr.
Melvin Glimcher, joined the
Marines in 1942, at a time when
Jews were being exterminated
in the Holocaust in Europe,
Auchincloss said. His grandfather, who he described as a
continued on page 20
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Doctors praise Baker’s new COVID-19 restrictions
By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

PEABODY – Governor Charlie Baker’s
new coronavirus-related restrictions in
Massachusetts are drawing praise from
medical professionals who are advising
North Shore synagogues.
The restrictions began last Friday
amid a statewide spike in coronavirus
cases and deaths and record nationwide
daily case numbers. The restrictions call
for mandatory mask wearing outside
regardless of distance from others; a state
curfew between 10 p.m. and 5 a.m.; and
limiting indoor and outdoor gatherings
to 10 and 25 people, respectively.
“My professional perspective is that
I think [Gov. Baker] needs to have done
what he’s done in an effort to stop the
increase,” said Dr. Jeffrey Newton, who
has retired from his clinical practice and
serves as an advisor to Temple Ner Tamid
of the North Shore in Peabody. “He can’t
leave things static. He can’t not take steps
to try and mitigate the increasing number of cases, the increasing number of
deaths, that has occurred over the past
weeks.”
One place where there has been
an increase in COVID-19 patients is
Mass General Hospital, where Dr. Josh
Goldstein works. The director of the
Center for Neurologic Emergencies and
a professor of emergency medicine at
Harvard Medical School, Goldstein is
an advisor to Temple Tiferet Shalom of
the North Shore, also in Peabody. He
said that MGH is prepared for the spike,
which has not been as large as this past
spring.
“The good news is that we have the
equipment we need ... to provide care to
patients,” he said. “I am optimistic that
we are in a good place and will be able to
handle cases coming through the door.”

Last week, Governor Charlie Baker added new restrictions in order to curb the spread
of the coronavirus.

However, he is concerned that some
members of the public have let their
guard down.
“If we’re all committed to wearing a
mask and doing our social distancing,
a lot of activities can be done safely,”
Goldstein said. “The only reason they
can’t be is that it’s just been very hard for
people in general to follow the rules.”
Dr. Edward Weiner, Ph.D, the immediate past president of Tiferet Shalom and
the chairman of the Burlington Board of
Health, noted the rise in case numbers.
On Saturday, a day after Baker’s new
restrictions took effect, the state reported
2,200 new cases and 23 deaths. For the
second straight day, the case numbers
represented a daily amount not seen
since the spring.
“We have to be very careful,” Weiner
said. “Social distancing, wearing masks,
disinfecting, being very careful. I’m not
sure we’ve done all of that.”

On the North Shore, Newton has been
pleased that people seem to be mostly
complying with wearing masks. He hasn’t
seen people without masks in supermarkets and stores, and although he notices
the occasional maskless runner or walker, many others do wear a face covering
when on the move.
When it comes to groups of people,
Newton said, “the CDC has come out
with statements that the recent increases
in numbers are affected to some extent
by small indoor gatherings.” He’s concerned about parties in the area, including celebrations by children and youths.
At night, things can get even more
challenging.
“I think the governor tries to recognize
that actual human beings do things differently at night versus during the day,”
Goldstein said, noting that in the evening, “there will more likely be social
events and the risk of bad behavior.”

However, the curfew contains flexibility for those who need to go out at night
for work, school or emergency reasons,
Newton pointed out.
Weiner, of Tiferet Shalom, noted that
the governor’s new policies address places of worship that wish to meet in person,
with recommendations for occupancy,
social distancing and masks or face coverings.
“There are very clear recommendations that have to be followed, especially
for people who will be leading the services,” Weiner said.
Ner Tamid and Tiferet Shalom are both
remaining mostly virtual, although each
has an in-person religious school for at
least part of the time. The school at Ner
Tamid meets on Mondays, while Tiferet
Shalom uses a hybrid model.
“Everyone’s wearing masks, [maintaining an] appropriate distance,” Goldstein
said. “Our teachers are teaching us that
when we do things right, we can create
safe spaces for gathering.”
Masks and social distancing are also
required at the school at Ner Tamid, which
has established ventilation requirements.
However, Newton said, Ner Tamid’s
school could shift online. “We are aware
of the change in [coronavirus] numbers.
We’ll prepare to take steps, if necessary,
to make [school] virtual. It depends on all
the factors, what happens with schools
in surrounding areas ... Right now, we’re
watching and monitoring what’s going
on in the area.”
As he noted, “The whole issue is basically the safety of our congregants and
staff at the temple, and our responsibility
to the community.”
Goldstein sees Baker’s new policies as
similarly rooted in safety.
“I personally applaud the efforts to
reduce the spread of the virus,” he said.
“It’s a valuable and worthy goal.”
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More Jewish day schools adjust to in-person learning in age of COVID
By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

NEWTON – When Jewish
independent schools started the
new academic year, students
had to quickly absorb new protocols in response to COVID19. Whether it’s wearing masks
or physically distancing, they’ve
been quick learners.
That’s one takeaway from a
conversation with two heads of
Jewish independent schools in
the Boston area: Rebecca Lurie
of Solomon Schechter Day
School in Newton and Adam
Fischer of the Rashi School in
Dedham. Both spoke with the
Jewish Journal over Zoom.
“Coming into the [school]
year, parents were very concerned whether the students
would be able to do these things:
wear a mask or stay distanced,”
Fischer said. “What we found,
almost immediately, is that children adapt readily, quickly –
much more rapidly than adults.”
Schechter and Rashi are both
offering in-person learning to
their students, with remote
options for those who wish to
stay home. Twelve Schechter
students and five from Rashi are
learning remotely.
Gann Academy in Waltham
and Maimonides Day School
in Brookline did not respond
to interview requests from the
Journal.
Attending school in-person
entails changes for students,
parents, faculty, and staff.
“I would say it’s the hardest
time for me to be a head of
school,” Lurie said. “It’s my fifth
year, and running the school
in-person is even harder [than]
running a virtual school in the
spring.
“The hardest thing of doing
it differently is that it’s such
an emotional time for people
in so many [ways],” she added.
“Nothing in their lives is as normal as this. This is as close to
normal as possible. We have to
do school differently than it’s
ever been done before. Almost
every aspect of the organization
has to be reevaluated.”
For example, to minimize each student’s contacts,
Schechter and Rashi are using

Courtesy/Rebecca Lurie

Rebecca Lurie, head of the Rashi School, is shown at an art class
during pre-COVID times.

the concept of cohorting: dividing their students into small
groups to allow for easier contact tracing should the need
arise.
“Kids are with the same
group of kids all day,” Lurie
explained, noting that even on
the bus, there are assigned seats
this year. “The Department of
Education [in] Massachusetts
has done a really good job laying
out what cohorting should be
and telling us what to do.”
There are both indoor and
outdoor classes. Schools are
seeking to maximize outdoor
time, benefiting from favorable
weather conditions.
“Teachers have a resilience to
do this for the children,” Lurie
said. “Their jobs have been
turned upside down. I wish people could really understand how
much more challenging this is
than before.”
Despite the challenges, inperson learning at Jewish day
schools is drawing more families. Schechter welcomed 95 new
students this fall for a total of
400 from age 15 months through
eighth grade – an increase from
the usual 70 who join the school
– including 49 transfers, more
than twice the usual 17.
In Sept., the Jewish Journal
reported that Epstein Hillel
Academy opened to in-person
learning. The K-8 school in
Marblehead had 58 students
enrolled last spring, and the
number has grown to 92 this fall.
It has retooled its campus for
safety, as well as implemented
measures such as daily health

check-ins for all who entered
the building, plus expanded outdoor learning.
Fischer said that Rashi –
which enrolls more than 260
students in grades K-8 – also
has experienced an increase in
enrollment.
“There was a great deal of
interest in the school last year,”
he said. “Certainly, people were
unsatisfied with what their
local public school was able
to provide … The most important aspect of increased interest in our schools is the great
work that was begun online last
spring, continuing into the start
of this year. It made people pay
attention and when they looked
more closely, they saw the excellent programs we offer.”
Lurie recalls the early days of
the pandemic in Massachusetts.
All of the 14 Jewish independent schools in the Boston area
closed their doors during the
second week of March, ahead of
the public schools.
“We quickly communicated
our plan to everybody,” Lurie
said. “We sent devices home
with our students on Friday,

March 13 [the last day of inperson school]. We trained our
teachers on how to use Zoom
Monday and Tuesday [March
16 and 17] and then launched
our full day virtual school on
Wednesday, March 18.”
As Jewish independent school
heads contemplated next steps,
they formed a medical advisory
committee and kept each other
updated.
“Our entire group, the heads
of Jewish schools of Greater
Boston, worked really close
together,” Fischer said. “We
share all the good information and advice we gathered ...
Maybe the details of the way we

implement things are different,
but overall there’s a very similar
shape.”
One aspect of in-person learning is developing a
response should anyone contract COVID-19.
People who have come into
close contact with that individual would have to quarantine for
14 days.
“It does not mean the whole
school, but the people with
whom the individual infected
has come in contact,” Lurie said.
For example, at Rashi, Fischer
said “a learning group” recently
came back to school after quarantining for 14 days.
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A cast rehearsal for “Much Ado About Nothing.”
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n the age of COVID-19,
Hub Theatre Company of
Boston has a timely option.
As producer-actress Lauren
Elias revealed in a recent Zoom
meeting, “We have acted to
give everybody a respite from
what’s happening now.” Fellow
actors Arthur Waldstein and Jon
Vallente and director Bryn Boice
joined her to preview the company’s upcoming live online
revival of “Much Ado About
Nothing.” (Nov. 14-21).
Boice heartily embraced
the challenges of a Zoom production. “I’m trying to get as
much into this little area [the
online rectangle] as I can,” he
said. To that end, the seasoned
Shakespeare stager (including “Julius Caesar” and “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream”)
is calling on modern day costumes from Chelsea Karl, digital
design from Justin Lahue, and
sound design from Kyle Lampe.
“We’ve story boarded the
whole show,” Elias noted. While
the limitations of online performance mean “not being able to
have total control,” Boice did
look to the plus that “The actors
have to be self-starters.”
Elias pointed to the independence and confidence of
the heroine she plays. “There’s
something so modern about
Beatrice. She does not question her own actions.” Vellante
spoke enthusiastically about
portraying Benedick’s emo-

You’re invited!
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tional awakening. Initially
“It’s me [Benedick] against the
world,” he observed. Later, the
somewhat loner reasoned that
“It’s OK to love other people.”
Later, Vellante said, “I love the
moment when he realizes that
someone loves him and jumps
for it.”
Waldstein
differentiated
between two clergy roles – his
earlier Friar Laurence, who
counsels Juliet, and his current
Friar Francis, who advises Hero.
Seeing the latter as “not too different from Friar Laurence,” he
nevertheless feels that “Francis
is much more focused on dealing with a specific relationship.
He has rachmanus (Hebrew for
compassion) for Hero.” Boice
praised Jamie Hernandez, who
plays Hero’s conflicted love,
Claudio. “He has innocence in
abundance,” she promised.
As for the director’s adaptation of the play, veteran Boston
actor Waldstein gave it high
marks. “There’s another form
of pure. There’s a purity to the
integration of it.” For her part,
Boice submitted, “We changed
very few words. I am a purist. I believe in iambic pentameter. It’s about 95 percent
Shakespeare. It felt as though
[the play] lent itself to the way
we’re living now.”
Referring to the witty banter
that Beatrice and Benedick volley at each other, she alerted,
“We’ve added that they not only
fight [verbally] but also Twitter
away. Vellante noted the characters at the masked ball wear
surgical masks.
With Francis becoming Rabbi
Francis, Waldstein will be wearing a tallit and yarmulke. In this
gender-bending production (as
in Boice’s envelope-pushing allfemale “Julius Caesar”), Hero’s
parent will be Leonata (originally Leonato), played by Regine
Vital. The director described her
as a “helicopter parent.” Also
look for sight gags and hiding
gags.
Going forward, Elias speculated, Hub Theatre Company
will present a winter play yet to
be announced. She hoped that
the group will return next summer to Club Café for its annual
production there.
“Much Ado About Nothing,”
Hub Theatre Company of
Boston. Live online performances Nov. 14, 15, 20, 21.
Pay what you can. Tickets at
hubtheatreboston.org.
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‘Bar Mitzvah Boy’ wrestles with keeping Jewish faith
By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

R

ight out of the gate,
playwright Mark LeirenYoung challenges his
audience to leave their assumptions in the (virtual) lobby. “Bar
Mitzvah Boy,” his prize-winning
90-minute two-hander, opens
as a young woman wearing jogging gear, a baseball cap and
rock-blasting ear buds pauses
by a bench, then continues on
the wooded trail, straight up the
front steps of a stately mid-20th
century synagogue.
Inside the rabbi’s office, a
60ish man, dressed in full rabbinic regalia – gray suit, tallis,
kippah and tefillin – pulls a book
from the bookshelf. He sits at his
desk, poring over it somberly,
as a woman’s nasal voice bleats
over a tinny loudspeaker, “rabbi,
you’ve got a visitor.”
The jogger enters and freezes. “Excuse me?” she says with
ambiguous inflection. “I don’t
mean to be rude, but I’m waiting
for someone,” the man replies.
In the first of many twists
meant to keep us untethered,
it turns out the woman is Rabbi
Michael Levitz-Sharon (Diane
Di Bernardo) and the man, a
prosperous divorce attorney, is
Joey Brant (Peter Palmisano).
Joey has a mission; he begs
her to prepare him for a traditional bar mitzvah. He is desperate to carry on his family’s tradition before his grandson, Ben,
celebrates his own bar mitzvah the following week in the
same synagogue. And, a further
request: “No one can know.”
Rabbi Michael objects, complaining only a magician could
pull off such a feat, but when
Joey deploys his talent for per-

Rabbi Michael (Diane Di
Bernardo) delivers a sermon during ‘Bar Mitzvah Boy.’

suasion, she reluctantly agrees
to take him on as a student.
These opening scenes lay
the groundwork for this thinlyplotted, character-driven play,
and establish Leiren-Young as
a gifted craftsman. The dialogue is witty, smart and fast,
full of one-liners and prickly
punch lines delivered by two
talented actors. Although Joey
and Rabbi Michael initially
seem poles apart, the more they
talk, the more their chemistry
grows. They riff off each other.
Both make their livings through
words, and they delight in the
gamesmanship of debate. They
are skilled active listeners and
articulate, honest responders.
They share a sense of humor,
which has helped each navigate
life’s hardships and disappointments. And they both wear their
hearts – and their pain – on their
sleeves.
Yet, on other levels, the two
couldn’t be more different.
Joey is impatient, pushy and
demanding, a man who knows

what he wants and is used to getting it. He abandoned Judaism
52 years ago and hasn’t been in
a synagogue since.
Rabbi Michael, on the other
hand, is a third-generation rabbi
who entered the “family business” because she wanted to
help people. She is in love with
the sense of home she gets every
time she enters any synagogue,
anyplace in the world. Her faith
is her bedrock; her community,
her lifeline.
As the play evolves, the tenor
of their conversation deepens
and Leiren-Young lets his characters ask the question the audience has been pining to have
answered. “Why are you here?”
Rabbi Michael finally asks. Joey
replies, “I want to believe in
God,” but admits he has trouble
when he sees “stuff like this,”
referring to Rachel, the 11-yearold terminal cancer victim he
saw at services the previous
Saturday. “She’s my daughter,”
Rabbi Michael, and with that,
“Bar Mitzvah Boy” shifts gears as
the two join forces in their quest
to make sense of Judaism in the
light of unspeakable tragedies.
The pitch of their conversations deepens in intellectual,
spiritual and emotional tone
as their relationship morphs
from teacher/student to trusting friends. The rabbi shepherds
Joey on his journey of Jewish
rediscovery despite her breaking heart, putting on a “good
face” for her congregation and
supporting her daughter’s desire
is to be called to the Torah as a
bat mitzvah before she dies. She
candidly admits that Rachel’s
imminent passing and the
marital separation it caused has
stressed her faith to the breaking
point. Whether it will survive her

death is anyone’s guess.
Joey, too, lets down his guard
and reveals the real reason he
never had a bar mitzvah. For
him, a bar mitzvah doesn’t represent a coming-of-age rite; it is
a coming-back-to-faith turning
point.
Joey and Rabbi Michael’s
meaty discussions about the
Bible as metaphor, miracles,
forgiveness, tragedies, and what
it means to “feel” Jewish are certainly heady and thought provoking. “Bar Mitzvah Boy” is,
after all, a Jewish play with a
universal story about keeping
faith when bad things happen

S U

•

to good people.
But at the end of the day,
these scholarly concepts alone
can’t save them. Rather, it is their
personal connection as caring
friends that helps them build a
bridge over the rough waters of
their doubts, and their shared
faith in the power of community that might just carry them
across.
“Bar Mitzvah Boy” is
available for digital download
from November 5-25. For more
information or to purchase
tickets, visit jccns.org/event/barmitzvah-boy/.

C H A N G ’ S

373 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA

“Your place away from home”

We are Open
for Dining in
and Takeout
Come visit us and enjoy
authentic Chinese food.
Temporarily closed on Mondays.
SUN, TUE-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials: TUE-FRI (Hours may vary)
TEL 978-531-3366 • FAX 978-531-3060
www.suchangspeabody.com

LISTEN TO COMMUNITY LEADER

JIM SHAINKER AND GUESTS
DISCUSS CURRENT EVENTS ~ LITERATURE ~ HOLIDAYS ~
POLITICS ~ ISRAEL ~ MUSIC ~ HALACHA ~ AND MORE

L’CHAIM

JEWISH INTERACTIVE RADIO
FRIDAY @10AM ~ SUNDAY @7PM

980 AM / WWW.980WCAP.COM / ANY RADIO APP
YOU CAN BE PART OF THE SHOW!

n CARING FOR OUR PATIENTS IN THE

SAFEST ENVIRONMENT POSSIBLE:
We have invested in the health and well-being of
both our staff and patients by installing a stateof-the-art air purifying system that will cycle and
sterilize the air in each room of our office from
allergens, aerosols, bacteria and virus every 90
seconds.

n COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL CLINIC:

We are able to care for all your oral health needs. Whether it’s as simple as a
cleaning and exam or designing the smile of your dreams. Dr. Michael Faynzilberg
and his exceptional staff will custom tailor care to each patient with an ethical
patient centered approach.

non dairy
certified
kosher mk

NOT JUST CHALLAH AND ROLLS
Fresh baked Pastries packed and ready to go

cookies ~ cakes ~ pies
"Whoopee Pie Party Platters" – 24hr notice

Place Thanksgiving
orders now!

• Apple , Blueberry,
Pumpkin Pies
• Non Dairy Cheesecake
• Cupcakes & Muffins

Dr. Michael Faynzilberg

We are
Open!

We close at 3 pm
on Friday

OPEN: Sun. 9-2; Mon–Wed 7-1; Thurs 7-4; Fri. 7-3

4 Lake St., Peabody | 978-535-5335 | zuckerfoods.com

n MODERN DIGITAL APPROACH:
No more uncomfortable bad tasting impressions. No more waiting weeks for your
new caps (crowns), veneers and restorations to be finished while wearing less
esthetic and less comfortable temporaries. Using the latest in digital technology,
Dr. Faynzilberg is able to fabricate beautiful same day ceramic restoration in all
cases.

We work with all private ppo insurance companies.

990 Paradise Road #3B
(781) 443-8137

n

n

Swampscott, MA

whitingdentalarts.com
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A time to heal

A

mericans have spoken at the polls, and in
70 days, Joe Biden will be our country’s
president.
When historians review the last four years in
America, there will be much to document and look
back on. The polarity that has gripped our nation
has created political and social divides that are not
easily repaired. At the heart of this divide is the
battle for the truth, and full transparency. And with
COVID-19 still raging, we are a sicker and poorer
country than we were just 12 months ago. This
week’s report that a vaccine may soon be on the
horizon is good news but even after it is administered, it will take years before tens of millions of
Americans are back on their feet.
Mirroring their support for Hillary Clinton four
years ago, more than 70 percent of American
Jews voted for Biden. American Jewish voters
anguished over the future of democracy and told
pollsters that their main priorities were domestic,
with 54 percent listing the COVID-19 pandemic
as their top priority, followed by climate change,
healthcare and the economy. Just 5 percent of
American Jews listed Israel as their top voting priority – down from 9 percent in 2016.
Still, the divide among Jews is palpable. At least
one-quarter of American Jews endorsed Donald

Trump’s vision of “America First.” For many of those
Trump voters, the president’s record on Israel was
paramount and they pointed to Trump’s accomplishments such as tearing up the Iran nuclear
agreement, recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and moving the U.S. embassy there; recognizing Israeli sovereignty over the Golan Heights,
and brokering peace deals between Israel and the
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Sudan.
There will be no magic moment when the
divide disappears. At best, the anger and distrust
will be tempered by a new president who has committed to representing all Americans, and believes
that the country cannot heal until firm policies
are in place to deal with the coronavirus and the
economy.
“The Bible tells us to everything there is a season, a time to build, a time to reap and a time to
sow. And a time to heal. This is the time to heal in
America,” Joe Biden declared in his victory speech
on Saturday.
Let us heed these words, and contemplate how
best to heal America. Our choice of political party
does not wholly define us. As we move forward, our
acts and speech can help unify us. For the greater
good of our nation, let us seize this opportunity
to treat all Americans with respect and honesty.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Of fear-mongering, propagandist rhetoric

The Democratic Party and … socialism?
In the Oct. 29 Jewish Journal’s
article, “A message from socialism’s survivors to local liberal
Jews,” Gene Bonderman et al
have equated Soviet communism and the genesis of the
Holocaust with socialism and
with the Democratic party. They
urge us therefore to not vote for
Democrats.
Following their logic, they

should have also urged us to end
“creeping socialism” by ending Social Security, Medicare,
public education, and banking
regulations.
Further following their arguments, they should have called
for an undoing of the results
of the lax immigration policies
of 1900, that allowed swarms
of penniless Jews from Eastern

Europe to enter the USA as they
sought asylum from pogroms.
They claim to have lived in
a communist country. Soviet
Russia was never communist.
The few places that truly practiced communism included the
kibbutzim of Israel.
Eric Reines
Marblehead

Is socialism public schools, Medicare and food assistance?
I read with interest the letter from the group of Russian
immigrants who came to this
country in the latter part of
the last century whom we welcomed with open arms back
then. It was interesting to read
their accounts of living in the
Soviet Union and other places.
However, implying that
Democrats would lead us to
that kind of government is
absurd. These folks who have
been in this country for 20, 30 or
40 years, apparently have never
learned what America is about.

The issue, where they lived
in the Soviet Union, was not
the socialism part of it – it was
that they were living under an
authoritarian dictatorship with
no freedom of speech, assembly
or worship.
What they’re calling socialism here in the USA we
Democrats call public schools,
public libraries, Social Security,
Medicare, Medicaid, food assistance for poor people and so
on. We believe in caring for
our fellow humans. We believe
healthcare is a human right.

We believe in science and we
believe in Tikkun Olam.
Trump and his supporters
believe that everyone is in it for
themselves. Let the chips fall
as they may. Worse, Trump acts
more like a fascist authoritarian dictator than a president.
He embraces people that are
like the people that the letter
warned us about: Putin, Xi, Kim,
Erdogan ... His rallies are reminiscent of Hitler’s. He lies and is
damaging our democracy.
Ronald Lamkin
Marblehead

In response to “A message
from socialism’s survivors to
local liberal Jews” in the Oct.
29 Jewish Journal, I consider
myself a moderate/centrist, libertarian Republicrat – MCLR for
short, and to be transparent,
cannot stomach the extremes
of both the Democratic and
Republican parties.
To my fellow anti-Socialists,
anti-Communists and antiDemocrats, I say, “Hang in there
and fear not!” In the next four

years, under the leadership of a
good, decent, civil person, the
USA will attempt to win back its
respectable reputation. Thus, it
will rid the nation of the stench
of the past four years under a
repulsive regime. So, please, I
beg you to stop with the fearmongering, propagandist rhetoric that our sovereign nation will
become a Communist country.
Philip Ellerin, MD
Lynnfield

Questioning the Journal’s political independence
I was very disappointed to
see the essay from the writers who claimed, and may well
be, former citizens of Eastern
European countries arguing
against Jewish voters supporting the alleged “socialist” program of the Democratic party
published in the Journal four
days before the election.
I could easily dispute the
claims made in the piece, particularly when the terms socialist

or socialism are never defined.
In addition, the authoritarianism they fear is most visible in
the actions of Trump and his
party comrades.
I think the reputation of the
Journal for editorial impartiality and political independence,
especially in this highly partisan environment, suffered.
Robert Shuman
Marblehead

Left-wing ideology did not cause the Holocaust
I don’t usually write letters
to newspapers, but Mr. Gene
Bonderman’s “First Person”
opinion really incensed me (“A
message from socialism’s survivors to local liberal Jews” in the
Oct. 29 Jewish Journal).
I think that Mr. Bonderman
has his “isms” mixed up. He
had the audacity to write: “leftwing ideology resulted in the

Holocaust.” Let me remind Mr.
Bonderman that it was “fascism” that was the cause of the
Holocaust.
I suggest that he and his
Eastern European friends take
a trip to Washington, D.C. to
the Holocaust Museum for the
truth.
Rita Flicop
Via email

Joel Levine, Z”L
Joel Levine, Z”L, was my
bench partner at shul in
Swampscott for many years.
In addition to everything said
in Steven Rosenberg’s very
thoughtful and loving article
(“Shalom, our dear Joel,” Jewish
Journal, Oct. 29), I would add
that often, I looked forward to

going to shul mainly to chat
with Joel about our common
passion: classical piano. Once
we got started, it was like a runaway train. We could not stop.
So many conversations. I miss
them.
Misha Pless
Lucerne, Switzerland

Letters to the Editor are welcome. Email submissions to:
editor@jewishjournal.org, subject “Letters.”
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Yitzhak Rabin, 1922-1995
Former Israeli Prime Minister, and Nobel Prize Winner Yitzhak Rabin signed a peace treaty with the Palestinians,
and was assassinated on Nov. 4, 1995. Last month, the Consulate General of Israel to New England held an essay contest
and asked high school students about Rabin’s legacy. Below are two of the winning essays.

The legacy of Yitzhak Rabin
By Ben Kahn

I

t is often said that younger generations cannot truly understand the
impact of a person who died before
they were even born. However, it is usually the people who did the most to
make the world a better place whose
legacy lives on after they die. This most
certainly applies to the former Prime
Minister of Israel, Yitzhak Rabin, who
through dedication, compassion, and
love of his country, built a better future
for the state of Israel. From people like
Rabin, my generation can better grasp
the immense challenges Israel has faced
and what we must do now to protect the
sacred land of the Jewish people.
Throughout my years of learning
modern Jewish history in Hebrew School,
I remember hearing the name of Yitzhak
Rabin frequently. While it was mentioned
that his legacy was mixed to some, all
could agree that his devotion to the peace
of Israel with other Middle East countries
was evident. More recently, I have talked
with family members who remember the
work of Rabin and what he accomplished
in his time as Prime Minister and in the
Israel Defense Forces.

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, U.S. President Bill Clinton, and Yasser Arafat at the
Oslo Accords signing ceremony in 1993.

Although his influential life was sadly
cut too short in 1995, the effects of his
work still loom over current day events.
As Israel recently has reached agreements, once seen as unthinkable, with
other Middle East countries, such as
the United Arab Emirates, it is hard not
to think of what Yitzhak accomplished

more than two decades ago.
Despite living in the U.S., and still
desperate to visit Israel for the first time
(I was supposed to this summer, but the
pandemic changed those plans), Rabin’s
selflessness and patriotism are extremely
relevant to me and the world we live in.
So many Jewish people across the world

feel threatened and scared to celebrate
their religious spirit and love of Israel.
Throughout his time serving Israel,
Yitzhak Rabin worked to normalize relations with other nations and promote
peace. He believed in courage, respect,
and most importantly equality for all.
In a world that way too often seems
divided, the ideals and memory of Rabin
should encourage us to be united.
Finally, the extraordinary leadership
that Rabin brought to his duties is what
stands out to me the most. He worked
closely with what some considered his
adversaries from Jordan and Palestine.
He even had opponents within his own
country who he had the ability to work
with. This shows that he always put the
interests of Israel and world peace ahead
of his own agenda. That is why he won
a Nobel Peace Prize, and that is why he
should be an example for all world leaders today; Put your people first, not yourself. Through empathetic and considerate negotiations and relationships, as
Yitzhak Rabin prioritized, we can Tikkun
Olam, repair the world.
Ben Kahn attends Marblehead High
School.

Yitzhak Rabin’s legacy lives on inside of my heart
By Ali Tkach

W

hat is a legacy? The official definition, according to MerriamWebster, is, “something transmitted by or received from an ancestor
or predecessor or from the past.” Most
people I ask tell me that it is the money
someone leaves behind, or the property,
or the heirlooms. But I think that a legacy
is so much more than that.
Thomas Campbell, a Scottish poet,
once said, “to live in hearts we leave
behind is not to die.” I think this is the
best way we can describe what a legacy
is. It is to leave something behind in the

hearts of those you care about, and to
leave the world a slightly better place
than how you found it. Yitzhak Rabin did
not leave behind money for us to relish,
or property for us to enjoy, but he left
behind something far more meaningful
than that in the hearts of so many – the
strength and passion to stand tall even
in adversity.
Rabin will live on as long as there are
people to remember the things he did for
our culture and our homeland. He was a
politician, a statesman, a soldier, and a
man of the people. As the Chief of the
General Staff, he led Israel’s armies to
victory in the Six-Day War in 1987. He

served as Israel’s Ambassador and then
as Israel’s Prime Minister, and he was
seen as a war hero and somebody who
could grant Israel the security that is has
been searching for. Throughout his two
terms as the leader of Israel, Rabin
sought peace and avoided force, which
was what led him to the Oslo Accords
and the peace treaty that he created with
King Hussein of Jordan.
To me, Rabin’s legacy is something
that dictates every choice I make. I
remember his courage and his longing
for peace, and I remember that he succeeded. He succeeded in making us a
homeland, a place of security and amity.

When I ask myself what I learned from
him, I realize that I’ve learned that it is
important to fight for peace and security.
My dream is to be that place of peace
for someone; for people to feel safe and
secure around me. I don’t want to be
unpredictable, or violent, or rash; I want
to be caring, and kind, and loving. To
live in the hearts we leave behind is not
to die, and Yitzhak Rabin will always
remain in my heart.
Ali Tkach attends Essex North
Shore Agricultural and Technical
School.

At the pinnacle of division, an opportunity for Jewish unity
By Jay Ruderman

A

longside the unexpectedly close result of the
U.S. presidential election,
preliminary polls show that the
voting patterns of American
Jews did not provide any surprises. It also showed how far a
divide exists between American
Jews and their Israeli counterparts. Yet following this incredibly contentious election, the
Jewish communities in the
United States and Israel have a
key opportunity to unite, rather
than continuing to go down the
road of difference and division.
Aligning with their historically overwhelming support
for Democratic presidential
candidates, American Jews
strongly preferred Joe Biden
over President Donald Trump
this year – 77 percent to 21 percent, according to an exit poll
commissioned by liberal lobby
group J Street, and 60.6 percent
to 30.5 percent in a survey from
the Republican Jewish Coalition.
The Jewish vote figures reinforce what we already know
about the priorities of Jewish voters. “The Jewish Vote 2020: More
Empowered Than Powerful,”
a pre-election position paper
authored by the Ruderman
Family Foundation and award-

Israelis at a pro-Trump rally last month in Jerusalem.

winning American presidential
historian Professor Gil Troy,
notes that while the overwhelming majority of American Jews
identify as passionately proIsrael, that has not been one of
the top issues they are expressing in the voting booth.
Only 4 percent of Jewish voters identify Israel as their first
or second-most important election issue. Instead, 43 percent
prioritize health care, 28 percent
gun violence, and 21 percent
Social Security and Medicare.
Consequently, Trump’s series of
policies that have made him a
so-called “dream come true” for
supporters of Israel – moving
the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem,

pulling out of the Iran nuclear deal, recognizing the Golan
Heights as part of Israel and
more – only move the needle for
the Orthodox Jewish vote rather
than the American Jewish vote
as a whole.
Given
the
disconnect
between Trump’s Israel policy and the Jewish vote in the
United States, it is natural to
assume that the 2020 election
has amplified the divisions
between pro-Trump Israeli Jews
and anti-Trump American Jews.
The Pew Research Center found
earlier this year that 71 percent
of Israelis approve of Trump,
a figure that far more closely
resembles American Jews’ sup-

port for Trump’s Democratic
opponent. Israel even went as
far as naming a new settlement
“Trump Heights.”
It is the same challenge and
opportunity facing an American
population that is more divided
than ever following the most
polarizing election and presidential term in recent memory.
Whether it’s racial tensions or
divergent opinions about the
best approach to the COVID19 pandemic, these divisions
have centered around the
White House, but they extend
far beyond Trump himself.
Following Joe Biden’s projected
victory, it is incumbent upon the
American people and their leaders to do everything within their
power to find common ground
and move the country forward.
In the worldwide Jewish community, a similar divide over
the election must be bridged.
Trump’s Jewish supporters have
touted his pro-Israel record,
while his Jewish critics have
lamented his immigration policy while accusing him of using
dog whistles in a nod towards
white supremacy.
President-elect Biden campaigned on a platform rooted in
unifying the nation, but inevitably, some of his policies will also
become the source of disagree-

ments between American Jews
and Israeli Jews.
However, if the right intentions are set from the start and
are underscored by community
leaders, the dynamics could
play out differently during the
next four years. Members of the
U.S. Jewish community can own
their personal passions – and
take pride in the ongoing and
outsized role that Jews play in
the American political process
– while simultaneously committing to principles of civil dialogue
and mutual respect. Israeli Jews
can acknowledge that although
most American Jews do not prioritize Israel in the voting booth,
they largely remain pro-Israel.
American Jews can acknowledge
that although Israelis have a relatively strong affinity for Trump,
they do not necessarily stand for
everything that has made Trump
anathema to many Jews in the
United States.
In this era of deep polarization, creating unity is admittedly
easier said than done. But especially on the heels of a heated
election, striving for unity is the
only reasonable and responsible
option.
Jay Ruderman is president of the Ruderman Family
Foundation.
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The StandWithUs ‘Festival
of Lights: Standing Together
Against Antisemitism’ on Dec. 13

Elon Gold, Elan Carr and Gene Simmons will be featured at the StandWithUs event.

At a time of rising antisemitism,
StandWithUs invites you to attend
an important and memorable event,
“Festival of Lights: Standing Together
Against Antisemitism” on Dec. 13 at 8
p.m. Elan Carr, U.S. State Department
Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat
Antisemitism, will be the keynote speaker. Viewers will learn about the legal fight
against antisemitism in a timely conversation with CEO Roz Rothstein and
SWU’s Saidoff Legal Department and
Center for Combating Antisemitism.
Students fighting against antisemitism
will share challenges at their schools,
and their courageous responses to antisemitic bullying.
Legendary singer Gene Simmons of
KISS will make a rare appearance and
share his feelings about Israel. Joshua
Washington, director of the IBSI and the
Hebrew Project will premiere the new
song “Oh Jerusalem,” and comedian
Elon Gold will entertain.
StandWithUs runs outstanding leadership programs for students including
the High School Internship and college
Emerson Fellowship. Both year-long
programs select and train student leaders to educate about Israel, confront

anti-Israel rhetoric and combat antisemitism in schools and communities.
The 2020-2021 New England High
School Interns are: Anna Schulman,
Medfield High; Ben Neilan, Swampscott
High; Emily Rubenstein, Sharon High;
Jake Katz, St. John’s Prep; Jordan
Chastanet, Algonquin Regional High;
Nelly Zerbib, Brookline High; Ori Arbili,
Newton North; Ori Wachman, Newton
South and Sophie Backer, Weston High.
The 2020-2021 New England Emerson
Fellows are: Leighton Marcovici, Boston
University; Noam Borenszajn, UMassAmherst; Karen Shalev, Worcester State
University; Sam Russo, Tufts University;
Arielle Leeman, Brandeis University and
Chase Barnett, Northeastern University.
Emerson Fellow alum Eliza Kanner
continues as the StandWithUs New
England Campus Coordinator and
Stephanie Margolis is the High School
Coordinator. HandAvi Posnick is the
Regional Director of SWU Northeast and
New England.
The event can be viewed on SWU’s
new platform: www.standwithus.tv.
For information and to register:
https://www.standwithus.com/fol.

EPSTEIN HILLEL SCHOOL

L

ed by Head of School, Amy
Gold, EHS opened its doors
on Sept. 1 to 92 students – representing a 58 percent growth
in enrollment. The school’s
growth stands on three pillars:
EHS’s reputation for having
talented faculty who design
creative and rich curricular
units, the enormous success of
EHS Babayit, the spring remote learning program, and the student to classroom ratio. With each class averaging
11 students, size is EHS’s superpower.
With an unwavering commitment to
the health and safety of its faculty,
staff, and students, EHS reimagined
school so that it could offer engaging
in-person learning five days a week

in thoughtfully redesigned
classrooms. Each and every
day the classrooms are buzzing with happy children who
are engaged in meaningful
and curiosity-inspiring lessons and projects.
Together, we can build on
our success and ensure that
the next generation of Jewish
children on the North Shore have an
outstanding educational experience
grounded in Jewish values. Email
dpmashin@epsteinhillel.org to learn
more about ways to give to EHS.
Epstein Hillel School is located at Six
Community Road, Marblehead. Visit
epsteinhillel.org, or call 781-639-2880.



JEWISH BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS
(JBBBS)

J

ewish Big Brothers Big
Sisters (JBBBS) continues
to ensure that children and
families in difficult circumstances and vulnerable adults
are supported and connected
to the community.
Children’s Programs:
JBBBS’s comprehensive mentoring program serves more
than 250 children and teens, who are
paired with a Big Brother or Big Sister,
who provide role-modeling, encouragement, and friendship.
Friend 2 Friend: More than 150
adults with disabilities are participating in JBBBS one-to-one community
and MAGIC group programs, making
friends, socializing, staying active, and
connecting to the community.
Camp and College Scholarships:

Last year, JBBBS provided
$252,000 in camp and college scholarships to past and
current participants and the
demand for these funds continues to grow.
Volunteers: During the
last year, over 600 volunteers
donated their time to a JBBBS
program but we continue to
have children and adults with disabilities on our waitlist. Volunteer today.
Please consider a year-end, taxdeductible gift to help JBBBS transform
the lives of participants and families.
Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters
(JBBBS) is located at 333 Nahanton St.,
Newton. Call 617-965-7055 or email
info@JBBBS.org.

StandWithUs Empowers Teens And Young Adults Who Want To
Educate Their Friends About Israel And Fight Antisemitism.

Partner With Us, And Help Support Them!
Now, more than ever, we need your partnership for Israel education in middle schools, high schools, and universities around the world.
Help us produce conferences and speaker events, materials, and educational videos. Support our efforts on social media, and help us continue
to reach millions of people each week! Help us stand up to the misinformation and lies about the Jewish people as we fight antisemitism.
Supporting Israel & Fighting Antisemitism

Please donate generously today online: standwithus.com/donate,
or by check: StandWithUs, P.O. Box 341069, Los Angeles, CA 90034
Supporting Israel & Fighting Antisemitism

310.836.6140 • info@standwithus.com • www.StandWithUs.com

Join Us
Sunday, December 13, 2020 • 8 PM Eastern

Featuring
U.S. State Department Special Envoy
To Monitor and Combat Antisemitism

Elan Carr
Legendary Singer

Gene Simmons

International Virtual Gala
Standing Together Against Antisemitism
Dont miss this extraordinary

Live Event!

&

Comedian

Elon Gold

Honoring Students Against Antisemitism
including a conversation with legal experts about

the Legal Fight Against Antisemitism
and premiering “Oh Jerusalem,”

a new song by Joshua Washington and the Hebrew Project!

Registration Required: standwithus.com/fol
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JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
OF THE NORTH SHORE (JCCNS)

2

020 has presented the
Jewish Community
Center of the North
Shore with unexpected challenges.
We began this year
strong, committed, and with great hope for
our agency. As the year comes
to an end, rest assured that
we remain as committed and
hopeful as ever.
The simple truth is: WE
NEED YOUR HELP.
At the core of our mission,
the JCCNS has always held the
promise to remain a central
Jewish gathering place for all
those in our extended North
Shore community. We’ve provided childcare, social interactions, community education,
cultural events, health and
wellness, Tikkun Olam opportunities, and so much more,
for years. With your support,
we will continue to do so for
many decades to come. This
year however, with the coronavirus abruptly interrupting our
in-person services beginning
mid-March, we find ourselves
strained financially. Even with

our most creative
efforts to keep the
community engaged
safely, we are slow
to recover. So we ask
that you consider
donating to our
Annual Appeal this
year. Quite simply, IF YOU CAN,
PLEASE GIVE.
We understand that this year
may have added uncertainty
and unease to the lives of many.
Please know that the JCCNS is
here for you in whatever ways
we can offer comfort and stability to you and your families.
No matter what challenges
lie ahead, in both the immediate and distant future, the
JCCNS staff and leadership are
determined to forge forward
and to continue to serve our
community in every way possible. Community support – no
matter what size/amount – is
essential for us to do so.
IF YOU CAN, PLEASE GIVE.
Jewish Community Center
of the North Shore (JCCNS) is
located at 4 Community Road,
Marblehead. Call 781-631-8330,
or visit jccns.org.



JEWISH FAMILY & CHILDREN’S
SERVICES (JF&CS)

J

ewish Family
& Children’s
Services
provides
vital human
services to
help individuals and families
successfully navigate transitions
and overcome challenges.
Our clients throughout
Eastern and Central
Massachusetts include new
parents and their children;
older adults and family
caregivers; children and adults
with disabilities; and people
experiencing poverty, hunger,
or domestic abuse.
With over 40 integrated
programs, JF&CS builds longlasting, holistic relationships
with the clients and
communities we serve:
• We help new families

build strong
foundations,
and ensure that
older adults
stay active and
connected.
• We support independence
and foster community for
individuals with disabilities.
• We provide access to basic
needs and specialized support
to ensure that everyone can be
healthy, safe and welcome.
Over the past decade, JF&CS
has tripled in size to meet the
growing need for our programs.
Our team of 400 employees and
2,200 active volunteers serves
more than 14,000 people each
year.
To learn how you can benefit
from and/or support our work,
please visit jfcsboston.org.



LAPPIN FOUNDATION
“In every Jewish
heart flickers a spark
of Jewish pride; a spark
waiting to be ignited
to a flame. Lappin
Foundation’s goal is
to ignite the sparks to
flames and to inspire
our children to be
proud of their Jewish
heritage so they will
forever remain Jewish.”
– Robert Israel Lappin,
1922-2020

L

appin Foundation’s mission is enhancing Jewish
identity across generations. The
Foundation is a hub for innovative, free Jewish programming,
engaging thousands of individuals of all ages in exceptional,
joyful Jewish learning experiences. Lappin Foundation creates and funds a variety of lifechanging Jewish programs that
teach about Jewish heritage
and culture and strengthen
connections to the Jewish community and to Israel.

Our highly
acclaimed Youth to
Israel Adventure for
teens is recognized
internationally as an
innovative leadership program. The
Foundation’s support
of PJ Library books
and programs makes
it easy for families
with young children to engage
in meaningful conversations
about Jewish values and traditions. We warmly welcome
individuals of all faiths to learn
more about Judaism through
our interfaith outreach programs.
Lappin Foundation is grateful for the community’s support
for our annual campaign.
Donate online at
LappinFoundation.org or contact Sarah Ovadia, Director of
Development, at 978-740-4404
or sovadia@lappinfoundation.
org.

Transforming Lives
Through Friendship
JBBBS supports children, their families, and
adults with mild to moderate disabilities
through the power of one-to-one
relationships. Make an impact and get
involved with us today!

Visit JBBBS.org
333 Nahanton Street, Newton, MA 02459 | 617-965-7055 | info@JBBBS.org
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Name changing
in America

IF YOU CAN,
PLEASE GIVE.
We would be so grateful
for your support.

4 Community Road • Marblehead, MA 01945 • (781) 631-8330 • jccns.org

Invest in our Jewish future by donating to
Lappin Foundation’s 2020 Annual Campaign.
Our programs build Jewish pride, strengthen
connections to Israel and to the Jewish People,
inspire the next generation of Jewish leaders,
and celebrate Jewish heritage and culture.
Donate online at LappinFoundation.org
or contact Sarah Ovadia at 978-740-4404
or sovadia@lappinfoundation.org.

LAPPIN FOUNDATION
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

David and Ira Rosenberg

By Diane Knopf
and Ina Resnikoff
It is no coincidence that
Judy Rosenberg is sponsoring
the JCCNS’ Jewish Book Month
virtual speaker presentation
of author Kirsten Fermaglich
(“A Rosenberg by Any Other
Name: A History of Jewish
Name Changing in America”)
on Sunday, Nov. 29. Judy and
her late husband, Ira, have long
been supporters of the arts on
the North Shore. Fermaglich’s
book and her talk offers a window into American Jewish life in
the middle of the 20th century.
Fermaglich has been teaching history and Jewish studies
at Michigan State University for
20 years. Her fascination with
widespread name changing
after the 1880s wave of immigration, and its acceleration
in the 1920s and 1930s, developed from her own “unusual”
name. Her extensive research
reviewing thousands of name
changes in the New York City
court archives reveals that very
few name changes actually
occurred at Ellis Island, and our
local Rosenbergs’ stories bear
this out.
Jim Hazlett (Judy Rosenberg’s
son’s father-in-law), a talented genealogist, has traced a
convoluted history that goes
back at least six generations.
Hailing from Grodno, in what
was Lithuania and Poland, the
Nadrychnyj, the Rosenberg’s
original family name, is tracked
through marriage and birth certificates to its ancestor, Yeoshua
in the early 1800s.
Jeoshua’s son Michael migrated to Germany where he took,
or was randomly assigned, the
name Goldstein. His new name
appears in records in Berlin, and
later in London in 1893 when
he married Cherna Gershene
in the Old London Synagogue.
When Michael, his brother
Morris, and Cherna eventually came through Ellis Island,
Morris kept the name Goldstein,
but Michael came through as
Michael Rosenberg. Family legend has it that when immigrants
arrived, they chose the name
Rosenberg, emulating a wealthy
man who allowed them to use
his name and address.
From New York they moved
to Worcester, where Cherna’s
older sister lived. When they
next moved to Manchester, New
Hampshire, they rented out
rooms in their house, which was
quite common in those days.
One of their lodgers offered to
trade their house for a farm in

Stanstead, Quebec. Michael and
Cherna packed up their then five
children, and moved to Quebec
circa 1906. Their second youngest child, Solomon (Solly) eventually moved back to Worcester
and became an insurance salesman. Solly and his wife Mollie
followed his sister to Malden. Ira
was born there.
What does being a Rosenberg
mean to Judy? She is proud
to have become a Rosenberg.
Judy and Ira were married for
57 years and have been blessed
with three children and eight
grandchildren. “Ira was larger
than life. If you treated him right,
he never forgot,” said Judy, who
recalled a story from Ira’s Navy
service when be was subjected
to anti-Semitism and an Italian
sailor from Brooklyn stood up
for him. The two remained
friends their entire lives.
The oldest child of Judy and
Ira, David, has been affiliated
with his father’s automobile
business since he was a young
boy. In high school, David recalls
being harassed by anti-Semitic
tropes. Years later when he was
targeted, his wife Karen encouraged him to “educate” the man,
and his rabbi advised him to
approach him in a non-reactive
manner. The two met, with the
caller eventually apologizing.
David enjoys the irony in his
maturity. He recounts being
“kicked out of Hebrew High
School at Temple Beth-El” only
to become co-president of the
synagogue many years later. As
the fifth generation Rosenberg,
he and his siblings are proud to
carry forward the family name.
“How you chose to live, as much
as what you are named,” has
become David’s mantra.
Fermaglich reminds us that
Jews were not the only ethnic
group seeking name changes.
1946, after World War II, saw
an upsurge in petitions. Prime
Minister Ben Gurion encouraged
Israelis to adopt Hebrew names
during the 1940s; American Jews
sought to adopt contemporary
names. It’s no surprise then that
after 9/11, Muslims flocked to
petition surname changes.
The triumphs and tragedies
of our local Rosenbergs reflect
the saga of all immigrants seeking assimilation, better education, military service, and job
opportunities.
Fermaglich will be speaking about her book as part of
the JCCNS’ Jewish Book Month
speaker series on Nov. 29. For
tickets and more information,
go to jccns.org.
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Report: COVID outbreak in Israel
to worsen over winter
TEL AVIV – A new report
from the Coronavirus National
Information and Knowledge
Center finds that Israel is likely
to see a spike in infections over
the winter, when people will
convene in small indoor spaces. The report makes particular note of schools, offices and
public transportation as areas of
concern.
According to the report,
extended stays in unventilated
spaces with multiple people
engaging in such mundane
activities as talking, particularly
if they’re not wearing masks, will
be much more dangerous during the winter months.
According to the authors of
the report, schools, with their
packed classrooms, are at serious
risk, in spite of being equipped
with air conditioners, which
could actually aid in the spread
of the virus. In any case, the recommendation in Israel has been
to keep windows open while air
conditioning is running.
In addition to the coronavirus, the report states, due to
the advent of the seasonal flu,
concerns in the education system and among parents point to
the fact that children or teachers
experiencing flu-like symptoms,
such as coughing or a fever,
could send an entire class, grade
or school into quarantine until
COVID-19 test results come
back negative.
As for public transportation,
the situation is also precarious,
according to the report. Since
the outbreak of the pandemic,

HELP US BUILD ON OUR

SUCCESS

thousands have reportedly traveled on buses and trains while
infected, forcing thousands of
passengers into quarantine.
With some of the restrictions put
in place during the second lockdown having been rolled back,
public transportation in Israel
is now once again operating on
a normal schedule, albeit with a
limit on the number of passengers. While this limit is enforced
on trains, it is rarely enforced on
buses.
Meanwhile, the report notes,
offices are trying to meet the
challenge through design plans
and the adoption of guidelines for maintaining adequate
employee hygiene and socialdistancing.
Though the Coronavirus
Cabinet was scheduled to meet
this week to discuss a further
easing of restrictions, Health
Ministry officials have said
recently that there is no room
to discuss the next stage of a
reopening of the economy until
the infection rate drops to 0.8
percent and an average of fewer
than 500 new cases per day. By
the end of Tuesday, the infection
rate was 1.6 percent, and 663
new cases had been diagnosed.
According to Health Ministry
data, as of Wednesday afternoon,
there were 320,912 confirmed
coronavirus cases in Israel,
8,167 of which were active; 307
patients in serious condition,
with 135 on ventilators; and a
death toll of 2,684 since the start
of the pandemic.
– Israel Hayom and JNS.org

ENSURE ACADEMIC

EXCELLENCE
By supporting Epstein Hillel School, you are ensuring the
sustainability and continued growth of the school, as
well as the vitality and health of a Jewish community.
Day schools build a community of active committed
families who help build bridges to synagogues, Jewish
community centers, and other Jewish organizations.
Attending a day school has a positive impact on adult
Jewish identity and strongly correlates with engagement
as Jewish professionals and lay leaders.

For help, call the CJP Warmline at 1-800-CJP-9500
If you’re struggling during the COVID-19 crisis, we want to help.
When you call the CJP Warmline, you’ll be connected
with a compassionate, knowledgeable professional
who can help you:
• Receive emergency financial assistance
• Access food, utilities, and fuel
• Find career counseling and job search support
• Connect a child with a mentor
• Navigate public benefits
• Answer general questions about support options

Call us today at 1-800-CJP-9500 or visit cjpwarmline.org
PARTNER AGENCIES:
Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters

Jewish Vocational Service

Jewish Family & Children’s Service

Yad Chessed

Jewish Family Service of Metrowest
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Upcoming
Submit your online listings to
calendar@jewishjournal.org

Come Curious...Be Inspired!
Epstein Hillel School invites you to meet our Head of School,
Amy Gold, and learn about the dynamic EHS experience. Join
current and future parents at one of our Fall Virtual Open Houses.
Tuesday, November 17, 2020 7:30pm – 8:30pm
Sunday, November 22, 2020 11:00am – 12:00pm
Contact Mindee Greenberg at mgreenberg@epsteinhillel.org
with any questions and to register. Zoom Link will be provided
upon registration.

An independent Jewish day school for grades K–8

V EVENT PLANNING V
Elegant Touch

THE PERFECT VENUE
FOR YOUR EVENT

Justice of the Peace

“Your wedding done your way”

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…

OLDIES WITH MARCY 1 - 3 p.m.

p.m. Presented by Merrimack Valley
Jewish Federation. An informative,
hilarious event exploring how Judaism
values the spiritual, psychological, and
physiological benefits of laughter, with
30 minutes of pure stand-up comedy.
For tickets, go to: merrimackvalley.
ticketspice.com/spotlight-1. For more
information, email Laurie@mvjf.org.

Y2I CONNECT 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Teens who are planning to go to
Israel next year with Y2I or with their
camp, school or youth group, are
invited to Y2I Connect for fast-paced,
group-building, fun experiences to
get to know each other. Other dates:
Dec. 13, Jan. 24 and Feb. 28. Visit
LappinFoundation.org to register for
the Zoom link. For more information,
contact Sharon Wyner at swyner@
lappinfoundation.org.

THE SYMPOSIUM ON
POSITIVE AGING, 10 a.m. – 3

p.m. The Marlene Meyerson JCC
Manhattan’s 5th Annual Symposium
on Positive Aging, the inaugural event
of the JCC’s new Wechsler Center for
Modern Aging. The theme of the event
is “Resilience, Hope, and Optimism.”
Event is virtual, $25 for the whole day
of events. Visit JCCNS.org to register.

WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB LED
BY BEA PAUL Presented by

JCCNS. 1 - 3 p.m. There will be a
discussion of the following book: “The
Vanishing Half,” by Britt Bennett, a
multi-generational family saga that
tackles issues of racial identity and
bigotry. Free. RSVP to Sara Ewing at
sewing@jccns.com for Zoom link.

THE JEWISH JOURNAL
ANNUAL MEETING 7 p.m. The

CONTACT US AT

Complimentary consultation
by appointment

donna.eltouch@gmail.com

THE SPIRITUALITY OF
LAUGHTER: IS THERE HOLY
HUMOR? with Rabbi Bob Alper, 4

TUESDAY, NOV 17

For all your
Celebration needs

781-631-6603

WEDNESDAY, NOV 18

MONDAY, NOV 16

MARBLEHEAD, MA | EPSTEINHILLEL.ORG | 781.639.2880

Donna Kagan’s

SUNDAY, NOV 15

781.207.9353

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ

Attorney Todd Finn

TheBostonJP.com | 978-836-9106

COHEN

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES
ENTERTAINING EASY!

PRODUCTIONS

PROFESSIONAL
ENTERTAINMENT
& DISC JOCKEY SERVICE
High-Energy, But Not Over the Top
978.535.0770
www.CohenProductions.com

781-395-8888 x3

Zayde’s Market
Zayde’s
Market

meeting will be held online and is open
to the public. To RSVP, email editor@
jewishjournal.org.

JBM SPEAKER SERIES: ALAN
ZWEIBEL 7 p.m. Presented by

JCCNS. Alan Zweibel, an original
writer for “Saturday Night Live” who
has won multiple Emmy and Writers
Guild of America awards for his
work in television. $6, JCCNS members
$9, community. Register: jccns.org/
jewish-book-month-tickets/

Presented by JCCNS. Music of the
50s, 60s and 70s. Visit jccns.org for
the Zoom link. More info at sewing@
jccns.com

THURSDAY NOV 19
JBM SPEAKER SERIES: GIRLS
NIGHT OUT with Iris Krasnow. 7

p.m. Presented by JCCNS. The New
York Times bestselling author of seven
books, Iris Krasnow will discuss “Camp
Girls: Fireside Lessons in Friendship,
Courage and Loyalty.” $6, JCCNS
members; $9, community. Register:
jccns.org/jewish-book-month-tickets.

THE RASHI SCHOOL VIRTUAL
OPEN HOUSE: Meet the

Kindergarten Teachers, 7:30 – 8:30
p.m. Events will introduce the Rashi
teachers from Kindergarten, providing
an overview of school’s curriculum and
approach to differentiated instruction.
Sign up for sessions at: rashi.org/
events.

NOVEMBER 20 – 22
THE BOSTON
INTERNATIONAL KIDS FILM
FESTIVAL (BIKFF) Presented

in partnership with GBH, BIKFF will
feature 70 films in total representing
17 countries. Documentaries, animated
shorts, and short narrative films
appropriate for children of all ages. For
a complete list of films and to order
tickets, go to: bikff.org/2020-films.

SUNDAY, NOV 22
LIVE FROM TEL AVIV, 11 a.m.

Congregation Beth Israel of the
Merrimack Valley in Andover welcomes
Dr. Dana Steurman, a naturopathic
physician who will teach about modern
Israeli foods and their roots from the
Bible via Zoom. Contact Amy at amy@
BethIsraelMV.org for more information
and the Zoom instructions. More info at
BethIsraelMV.org.

SUNDAY, NOV 29
JBM SPEAKER SERIES:
KIRSTEN FERMAGLICH. 7

p.m. Presented by JCCNS. Kirsten
Fermaglich discusses her book, “A
Rosenberg by Any Other Name: A
History of Jewish Name Changing in
America.” $6, JCCNS members; $9,
community. Register: jccns.org/jewishbook-month-tickets.

BLER TRAVEL

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:

Zayde’s Market

Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets
Where Traditional
Meets Non-Traditional!
Non-Traditional!

Where QualityYour Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where
See our
Sales Meets
&
Traditional
Non-Traditional! Specials on our
Matters
Where Quality
See our Sales &
site on our
Prepared Foods MattersAll Occasions
WE CATER web
Specials
All Occasions
and Facebook.
Groceries Prepared Foods
web site
All
Occasions
Plain & Simple
and Facebook.
Wines-Spirits-Beer GroceriesPlain & Simple
Plain & Simple Join Our Blog

Always the Lowest Air Fares • Customized Individual & Group Tours
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

WE CATER
WE
CATER

Wines-Spirits-Beer

Join Our Blog

Located
atCobb
CobbCorner
Corner~~ 15 Washington
WashingtonSt.
Street,
Canton,
Located at
Canton,
MA MA
Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington St. Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com
~
781-828-3530
www.zaydesmarket.com
781-828-3530
www.zaydesmarket.com
781-828-3530
Free parking ~ Closed Saturdays

Independent & Escorted Tours

978.744.5469 | SalemTrolley.com

Europe

To advertise in the Event Planning directory, contact:
lois@jewishjournal.org, marcy@jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111.
Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.

EASTERN EUROPE

Consider us for your
Bar/Bat Mitzvah,
Weddings, Private Events,
Special Occasions

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
•

Far East

•

The Caribbean

•

Florida

•

Arizona

•

Las Vegas

617-738-0500 • 800-399-8467
www.bler.com • info@bler.com
45 Bartlett Crescent Road • Brookline, MA 02446

CALENDAR

THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – NOVEMBER 12, 2020

13

In election aftermath, pondering the uncertainties engrained in our Jewish culture
from page 1

questions of Jewish life? Were
there aspects of the unresolved
that had antecedents in ancient
Israel?
Judaism is, after all, a religion steeped in numbers. There
are five Books of Moses, and
one of them is actually called
Numbers. There are precisely
10 Commandments. There are
613 mitzvot in the Torah. There
were 12 tribes of Israel. The
Hanukkah lights last for eight
days. There are four questions
at the Passover Seder. About a
fifth of the passages in the Bible
contain a number. The letter
“chai” is an amalgam of the
eighth and 10th letters of the
Hebrew alphabet, combined to
render the number 18 and the
symbol of life.
So numbers matter in
Judaism and, as we saw as
the ballots were counted in
Philadelphia, Detroit, and
Milwaukee, they matter in
our civic religion of American
democracy.
Moreover, in our secular lives, we inhabit a world
defined by measures, whether
of the gross domestic product,
the unemployment rate, the
number of Americans without
health insurance, the COVID
infection rate, and ‒ in baseball
‒ not only runs batted in (RBIs)
but wins against replacement
(WAR). The 20th century was,
in the title of a landmark book
by Theodore Caplow, Louis
Hicks, and Ben J. Wattenberg,
“The First Measured Century,”
and the authors of that volume
argued that Americans have
become “the most energetic
measurers of social life that
ever lived,” adding, “They measured everything that had been
counted before, such as population and the size of the government’s territory and army.
And they pioneered the measurement of facets of American
life that had never been systematically counted before, such as
crime, love, food, fun, religion,
and work.”
But Jews for 2,000 years have
lived both in the specificity of
numbers and in the ambiguity
of questions.
The uncertain Election Night

verdict of the American people
left multiple questions unanswered in the days after the
end of the campaign. That was
agonizing for a nation that has
grown impatient with imprecision, that expects answers to its
questions ‒ whether trivial pursuits at the footrail of a neighborhood bar or life-and-death
verdicts in the environs of the
legal bar ‒ to be final and, in
the best of circumstances, to be
rendered swiftly.
How many unresolved questions are there in Jewish life?
Far more than the 270 electoral
votes required for winning the
presidency. How long have they
tortured Talmudic scholars and
suburban rabbis alike? Far longer than the election interregnum.
For isn’t the most evocative portrait of the Jew in
study the many visions of men
in beards bent over scrolls or
scholarly tomes, preserved in
the paintings of Josef Johann
Süss (1857-1937) and others?
And isn’t Judaism marked by
unanswered questions? The
very title of a book that Rabbi
Barry L. Schwartz, the director of The Jewish Publication
Society in Philadelphia and the
pulpit leader of Congregation
Adas Emuno in Leonia, New
Jersey, produced eight years
ago captures this element deftly: “Judaism’s Great Debates:
Timeless Controversies from
Abraham to Herzl.”
Indeed, it is the chavrusastyle learning that was prominent in the shtetls of the past
and that is one of the defining
aspects of the yeshivas of today
– group debate and inquiry
practiced with patience, knowledge acquired in slow-motion
and reflection – that Americans
needed in the indecision that
was the hallmark of the election
that NBC marketed as Decision
2020. In an article written
three years ago for the Jewish
Federation of Cincinnati, Jackie
Congedo, the director of the
Jewish Community Relations
Council, wrote that “Jews
believe that you can’t find the
truth until you examine every
angle and exhaust every argu-

ment,” adding, “We even have a
word for it, Machloket, which is
a dispute between two differing
opinions on a legal interpretation of the Torah.’’
It is true that the 2020 election wasn’t resolved swiftly. Big
deal. Rabbis and Jewish scholars for generations have been
discussing why God, who is
regarded as omniscient, asked
in Genesis 3:9 where Adam
was. (The short answer may be
that God knew exactly where
Adam was but that God was
asking Adam whether or not
he knew where he was himself:
Not where he was physically,
but where he was morally and
spiritually.)
Rabbis
for
centuries
have sought the answer to
the perplexing question in
Deuteronomy 10:12: “What

presidential candidate Patrick
J. Buchanan, a special target of
Jewish enmity, won 3,407 votes,
many of them from Jews, in
Palm Beach County in the disputed 2000 election that was a
virtual draw between Governor
George W. Bush of Texas and
former Vice President Albert
Gore Jr. The 2020 election was
destined to be resolved. The
answer to the Pat Buchanan
question in Florida may never
be resolved.

does God ask of you except to
fear Him ... ?” They have haggled over whether we are permitted to ask God to change the
natural order to benefit ourselves. They have wrangled over
whether, if God knows everything, doesn’t God also know
everything that will happen – a
state that forecloses our freedom to act?
“We believe that God knows
of every possibility that humans
might choose,” said James A.
Gibson, rabbi emeritus of
Pittsburgh’s Temple Sinai, “not
each individual decision that
we make.” That is a notion to
ponder when elections turn in
ways that leave us perplexed or
angry.
Then there was the question of why the conservative
commentator and third-party

David M. Shribman, previously the Washington bureau
chief for The Boston Globe, is
executive editor emeritus of the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. He led
the paper’s coverage of the Tree
of Life shooting that earned the
Pulitzer Prize.

Spiders Aren’t As Festive After Halloween.
Let A1 take care of your spider problems!

800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com
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★ Nationwide
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Ready Made Curtains
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Custom Draperies,
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Blinds, Shades & More!
Free Estimates & Installation
86 Tremont Street, Peabody

HOME IMPROVEMENT

baystatewindowfashions.com

WE HONOR ALL APPOINTMENTS • Chris & Barb Zorzy, Owners

CRANNEY HOME SERVICES
Plumbing

Heating

Cooling Electrical Drain Cleaning

1.800.CRANNEY • cranneyhomeservices.com

Now providing free mobile estimates
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Small carpentry services • Quality work
Licensed • Fully insured • Free estimate
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marbleheadcollision.com

Kitchens • Bathrooms
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swampscottcollision.com

781.598.5989
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INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS
NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA ~ 978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS

82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA ~ 978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com
“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

Joel Gordon, of Beverly
Joel Gordon, of Beverly,
passed away on Oct. 29, 2020
after a brief illness.
Son of the late Morris and
Rose (Wolfe) Gordon, Joel was
born in Dorchester. As a youth,
he loved playing clarinet, tennis,
and 1950s music. He enjoyed
watching sports, especially the
Patriots and Red Sox.
Joel attended Wentworth
College and subsequently studied at Lowell University, where
he graduated with a degree in
mechanical engineering. He
worked for a few engineering
firms before starting his own
business.
He met and married the
love of his life, Jayne (Dulman)
Gordon of Brookline, and then
settled in Beverly. Together,
they raised their sons Phillip,
Matthew, and Nathan. More

recently, he welcomed his
daughter-in-law, Hila Cohen
Gordon, to the family.
Joel was a loving son and
brother, and a devoted husband, father, and friend. He also

leaves his brother Stanley and
si ster-in -law
L enore
(Rubenstein) of Delray Beach,
Florida, and his nephews Jason
and Kelly Gordon of Weston,
and Jeffrey Gordon of Delray
Beach. Joel also leaves his sisterin-law Bonnie Keller of
Westchester,
Pennsylvania,
brother and sister-in-law Scott
and Patty Dulman of Arlington,
Virginia, and his beloved nieces
and nephews. He is also survived by his uncle Hy Gordon of
Braintree.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions,
services are private. Donations
may be made in memory of Joel,
to Temple B’nai Abraham, 200 E.
Lothrop St., Beverly, MA 01915.
Arrangements were handled
by Goldman Funeral Chapel,
Malden. For online condolences, go to goldmanfc.com.

Shirley Shulman, 97, of Swampscott, formerly of Lynn
Shirley
Shulman,
of
Swampscott, formerly of Lynn,
entered into rest on Oct. 23,
2020, at age 97.
Shirley was the beloved wife
of Robert Shulman. She was
the devoted mother of Bennett
and Diane Shulman and
Joan Shulman, and the cherished grandmother of Adrian

Shulman, Stacey and Bryan
Labell, and Audra and Darren
Siman. Shirley was also the
treasured great-grandmother
of six.
Due to regulations imposed
by the coronavirus pandemic,
a private graveside service was
held at Shirat Hayam Cemetery,
Temple Beth El.
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In lieu of flowers, expressions of sympathy may be made
in Shirley’s memory to Care
Dimensions, 75 Sylvan St., Suite
B-102, Danvers, MA 01923. For
more information or to register
in the online guestbook, visit
stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.
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Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks

Jewish groups expressed
their condolences over the
passing of former U.K. Chief
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks,
who died early Saturday morning at the age of 72 after recently being diagnosed with cancer.
“Rabbi Sacks was a towering
figure of great intellect, principle and moral clarity, whose
legacy will forever live on as
an inspiration to future generations,” tweeted the American
Jewish Committee on Saturday.
Jewish and other leaders
from around the world, including Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
Israel’s President Reuven Rivlin,
also mourned his passing and
offered condolences to his family, his students and to British
Jewry.
In a statement, the Orthodox
Union said that Sacks was “an
intellectual giant whose unique
blend of Torah scholarship,
academic achievement, human
sensitivity and social awareness allowed him to speak to
the issues of our times to the
broadest of audiences, and he
did so with courage, clarity and
optimism.”
– JNS.org
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Jewish voters play a role in deciding the 2020 election
from page 1

poll that reported that 60.6
percent of Jews backed Biden,
30.5 supported Trump, and 8.8
opted for neither. Last month,
the American Jewish Committee
released a poll predicting 75 percent of American Jewry would
vote for Biden, slightly higher
than the 71 percent that voted
for Hillary Clinton in 2016.
Swampscott, the scene of
weekly Thursday rallies for
President Donald Trump, voted
72 percent for Biden and nearly
27 percent for Trump, according to WBUR’s website, citing
data from the Associated Press.
Marblehead had similar results.
More than 56 percent of Peabody
voters favored Biden while a little
over 42 percent voted for Trump.
Rabbi Michael Ragozin of
Shirat Hayam in Swampscott
said that some of his congregants have wondered “what will
happen after the election,” while
others viewed it as another election.
“I would say there’s been a
real division,” he said.
“I’m hopeful we’re going to
have some healing in this coun-

Betty (Bernstein)
Needleman, 94,
of Salem, formerly
of Marblehead
Betty (Bernstein) Needleman,
of Salem and formerly of
Marblehead, entered into rest
on Nov. 9, 2020 at the age of 94.
Beloved wife of the late
William Needleman, with whom
she shared 59 wonderful years of
marriage. Betty was the devoted and loving mother of Marla
Kovner of Salem. Cherished
Bubbie of Zachary Kovner and
Karli Kovner. The loving sister
of Norman and Rozy Bernstein
and Louis Bernstein and the late
Lillian Bernstein. Dear daughter of the late Samuel and Rose
(Altschuler) Bernstein. Mrs.
Needleman is also survived by
many loving nieces and nephews and longtime friends.
Betty grew up in Peabody,
graduated from Peabody High
School, and raised her family in Marblehead. She and Bill
enjoyed wintering in Delray
Beach, Florida, where they
made many friends. Together,
Betty and Bill were president of the social club at the
Village of Vinnin Square. Betty
was an active, longtime member of Temple Sinai and the
Sisterhood. She was a fabulous
cook and adored cooking for her
friends and family. She loved
playing Mahjong and canasta,
and enjoyed knitting afghans for
everyone she knew. Above all
else, Betty treasured her time
with her large extended family,
of which she was the matriarch.
Due to regulation imposed
by the coronavirus pandemic,
a private graveside service was
held at Sharon Memorial Park.
In lieu of flowers, expressions
of sympathy may be made in
Betty’s memory to her favorite charity, Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation, 60 Walnut
St., Ste. 102, Wellesley, MA 02481
(jdrf.org).
Arrangements were handled by Stanetsky-Hymanson
Memorial Chapel, Salem. For
more information or to register
in the online guestbook, visit
stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

try,” said Ragozin. “I hope to see
the politics of division, demonization, are less the case.”
The rabbi gave his cell phone
number to congregants if they
needed to reach out to him during this time. Shirat Hayam also
scheduled two post-election
Zoom gatherings earlier this
week, on Monday and Tuesday.
“The percentage of the Jewish
vote appears almost as it was
four years ago,” said Democratic
strategist Michael Goldman of
Marblehead. Goldman said the
values of secular Jews overarched
the views of the Democratic
Party, a sense that America
expands a universe of opportunities to all people.
Brandeis University Professor
Leonard Saxe expected Jewish
voters to play a key role in battleground states this election.
“Jewish voters do matter,” said
Saxe, the Klutznick Professor of
Contemporary Jewish Studies
and Social Policy and the director
of the Steinhardt Social Research
Institute and Cohen Center for
Modern Jewish Studies.
Brandeis researchers created
a national profile of the Jewish
electorate in 2020 by looking at
hundreds of national surveys in
all 435 congressional districts
and the District of Columbia.
They found that 65 percent of
Jewish adults in 2020 identified
or leaned toward the Democratic
party while 26 percent of Jewish
adults identified or leaned
toward the GOP.
“Once again, a significant
majority of American Jews
voted the Democratic ticket,”
Rabbi David Meyer, the spiritual leader of Temple Emanu-El
in Marblehead, said in a phone
conversation. “But certainly we
are not a completely unified voting bloc as once again a significant minority of American

Rabbi David Meyer

Jews voted Republican. I think
it’s important, recognizing our
personal preferences and decisions, to respect the fact that all
members of the Jewish community need to be embraced and
involved.”
Meyer discussed the historic
election of Sen. Kamala Harris
as vice president. She will be the
first woman, first Black woman
and first South Asian woman to
hold that office. Her husband,
Douglas Emhoff, is Jewish.
“I think that the election
has reaffirmed our cherished
American belief that reaching
… high office is not beyond the
dreams of any American,” the
rabbi said.
In the battleground state of
Pennsylvania, which is home to
275,000 Jewish adults, researchers found that 84 percent resided
in eight congressional districts,
with all but one district sitting
in the Delaware Valley in the
eastern part of the state, which
includes Philadelphia. About
two-thirds of Pennsylvania’s
Jewish electorate identified as
or leaned Democrat, while 26
percent identified as or leaned

Republican.
For Tom Mountain, the vice
chairman of the Massachusetts
Republican Jewish Coalition
and the vice chairman of the
Massachusetts State Republican
Committee, the overall national
numbers among the Jewish vote
were a source of frustration.
“[Only] one-third of American
Jews voting for Donald Trump
is very disconcerting,” Mountain
said. “It demonstrates the fact
that two-thirds of American Jews
voted against the most pro-Israel
president in history.”
Mountain credited Trump
with doing what “no other president has done before, moving
the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem,
canceling the Iran deal,” and
fostering peace deals between
Israel, the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain and Sudan, which
Mountain called “unheard-of.”
Conservatives point to policies by the Trump administration that favor Israel as a reason to support him, but Saxe
noted that both Republicans and
Democrats have pledged their
support to Israel.
“Joe Biden has been a strong
supporter of Israel and he has
visited Israel many times,” Saxe
noted.
Saxe’s researchers did not
generate a separate report on
Massachusetts, but they found
that the 4th District, which was
recently won by Newton City
Councilor Jake Auchincloss, who
is a Democrat and Jewish, has
approximately 68,000 Jewish
adults, about 11.4 percent of the
district’s population.
“Judaism mandates Tikkun
Olam (repairing the world) recognizing that civic engagement
and social justice are essential to
coexistence,” said state Rep. Lori
Ehrlich, D-Marblehead, in an
email, when asked about support

by Jewish voters for Democrats.
“Additionally, for good reason,
we are raised with lessons from
the Holocaust shedding light on
the dark capabilities of man to
inflict pain and harm on each
other. These two lessons are so
central to our upbringing that I
am not surprised to see so many
of my Jewish friends and family,
from across the political spectrum, deeply uncomfortable
with the rhetoric and actions of
the Trump Administration and
working hard to get Biden elected.”
The story of the election is
not quite over. President Trump
has challenged the result, and
Mountain supports the president’s position. To date, no states
have reported widespread voter
fraud, or voting irregularities.
“It’s being contested in courts
as we speak – several courts,
several states,” Mountain said.
“We contest the outcome in
the states. We contest there
was fraud, voter irregularities
… We reject the conclusion of
the mainstream media that Joe
Biden is the duly elected president.”
“The election is far from
over,” Mountain said. “It’s not
over until the Supreme Court
says it’s over.”
For Mountain, the waiting
began after a freezing, nearly 20-hour period of work on
Election Day. Throughout the
morning and afternoon, he campaigned for Republican candidates for Senate and Congress
in Massachusetts, then provided
commentary from the GOP side
on Channel 7 until 2 a.m.
“At that point, Donald Trump
was leading in key states,”
Mountain said. “The next morning, I woke up and lo and behold,
he was behind. It’s been that way
ever since.”
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At 97, Dorothy Appel continues to create art that makes people happy
From a very early age,
Dorothy Brenner Appel knew
she wanted to be an artist. To
that end, she succeeded beyond
her wildest dreams.
Dorothy, now age 97 and a
resident of German Centre for
Extended Care in West Roxbury,
has amassed an impressive
assortment of artwork over the
years. Specializing in watercolors, oils, wood cuts, pen-and-ink
studies, and pastels, Dorothy’s
works grace the walls of collectors, museums, and galleries.
Born in Boston on Dec.
22, 1922, Dorothy grew up in
Somerville. As the fifth of 11
siblings – three girls and eight
boys – Dorothy was always surrounded by family and friends.
It was a busy household indeed.
Dorothy met her husband, Bill,
on a blind date, which turned
out to be quite fortuitous: they
were married for 66 happy years.
Dorothy and Bill raised three
children in Sharon: son Neal
and daughters Diane and Karen.
Today, Dorothy is the proud
grandmother to Melissa and
Julia, and doting great-grandmother to twins Rose and May,
and Briyah, Lily, and Elijah.
Growing up, Neal remembers Dorothy and Bill being very
involved with the local Sharon
community. They both were
active members of the Sharon
Creative Arts Association;
Dorothy created and taught
art; Bill was immersed in the
theater. More recently, Dorothy
and Bill would hire themselves

Dorothy and Bill Appel

out as Mr. and Mrs. Claus for
Christmas holiday celebrations.
“My mom and dad dressed
up as Mr. and Mrs. Claus every
Christmas for 20 years,” said
Neal Appel. “Being Jewish, they
didn’t have any commitments
over Christmas, and wanted to
spread the joy of the holiday
season to others.”
Although Dorothy created
in her studio, her art could be
found everywhere in the house.
“I don’t remember a time when
there wasn’t artwork hanging on every wall,” said Neal.
“Even the garage was put to
good use. There was never an
actual car parked in our garage.
Instead, every available space in
the garage was used for mom’s
works-in-progress and art supplies.”
Up until a few years ago,
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Dorothy taught art to private
students almost every day in
Brookline and Sharon. She was
a popular teacher, connecting
with students of all ages. Her
advice to aspiring artists: “If

Tips for staying safely connected this holiday season
By Dr. Joan McCormack
With the holidays fast
approaching, people are wondering how to stay connected.
In years past, large gatherings and traveling to visit family members was something we
looked forward to. This year,
although things are different, it
is still important to stay connected with friends and family.
Here are some ways to stay connected and to hear well during
the holidays.

Connect via Zoom
or FaceTime
Schedule video chats and
use Zoom or FaceTime so you
can see people’s faces. Regular
check-ins can help us feel more
connected. When you are on a
phone or video chat, be sure to
reduce any background noise
and turn off the television or
radio. Good lighting helps others to see your face and be able
to read your lips if they are having trouble understanding you.
If you have hearing aids wear
them! Many hearing aids have
a Bluetooth feature so you can
stream the sound directly to

your hearing aids. I recently set
this up for Elaine Smith who
is on Zoom almost every day.
“My ability to stay connected to
friends and family with Zoom
has helped a lot. I can still take
courses from the OWLL program through the Lexington
Council on Aging without having to leave my home,” she said.

Communication
Strategies
Whenever possible, use good
communication strategies. In
addition to having good light on
the speaker’s face and reducing
background noise, the speaker
should speak clearly: natural-
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Marilyn explained, “Dorothy is
warm, personable and hugely
talented. We have an extremely
close relationship. What more
can I say? I love her.”
Dorothy moved to German
Centre in West Roxbury a year
ago. “Dorothy is full of life,
always smiling and socializing with the other residents,”
said Michael Lincoln, executive
director of the retirement community. For her part, Dorothy is
happy to be living at the German
Centre. “The staff is always so
welcoming and accommodating,” she said. “It’s really the
people who make this place so
extra special.”
When asked the secret to her
longevity – Dorothy will turn 98
in December – she was quick
to respond: “Truthfully, I think
it’s a mix of luck and heredity.
Fortunately I am blessed with
good genes!”
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you’re not satisfied with a painting, look at it with fresh eyes
until you can see it from a different perspective. You’ll be surprised at how quickly the focal
point can shift.”
Given that Dorothy is a
beloved artist who has sold hundreds of paintings, this seems
like an excellent suggestion. Her
main objective has always been
to create art that makes people
happy. “I want my clients to fall
in love with my paintings,” she
said. “To me, that’s the true measure of success.”
Marilyn Kahn, age 92 and
a renowned artist in her own
right, has been best friends with
Dorothy for almost 50 years.
They met in Sharon when their
children were small, bonding
over motherhood, family, and
a passion for art. Clearly, they
have a rare friendship that has
endured the test of time. As
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978-988-2300 • WindsorPlaceOfWilmington.com

ly a little slower, a little louder
and well formed with natural
phrasing. If you do have trouble
hearing, ask for repetition or
clarification or say something
like, “I think you said something
about eating dessert, is that correct?” The speaker can also help
by rephrasing the sentence if
the listener is not hearing well.
Change a sentence from, “I
really like all of your decorations,” to, “Those lights that you
hung in the living room look
very nice.”
Having a hard time understanding someone wearing a
mask? Another tip is to use a
smartphone app like Ava: Best
Live Captions. Ava will take spoken language and translate it
into text so that you can read
what is being said. You can
adjust the size of the text to
make it easy to read.

Contact Us
If you have a family member struggling with hearing loss,
encourage them to have an
evaluation. Often people like to
do our free two-week trial with
hearing aids just before the holidays to be sure they are hearing
at their best. As an audiologist,
I regularly counsel my patients
on improving communication.
If you have any additional questions, please give us a call at
781-581-1500 or email us at betterhearing@atlantichearingcare.
com.
Audiologist Dr. Joan
McCormack is the owner and
director of Atlantic Hearing Care
with offices in Swampscott and
Peabody. To find an audiologist,
use the “find an Audiologist”
feature of the Massachusetts
Academy of Audiology at
audiology-mass.org/find-anaudiologist.
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Sheldon Brown, champion against social
injustice, to be honored by NSCC

Chestnut
Gardens

By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

Brown began researching human behavior
during the genocide.
The course, Literature
of the Holocaust, was
launched in 1994, and
Brown taught it for 16
years.
Brown, with the help of a volunteer committee of faculty and
staff, founded the Forums on
Tolerance in 1996. The forums
bring together students, community members. and guest
speakers to explore social injustice on any number of topics,
ranging from immigration to
civil rights.
“I’m very happy that the college has recognized me and
more than that, I try to help
out at the college even though
I have retired,” said Brown, 87,
who lives in Marblehead with
Fran, his wife of 65 years. The
couple raised four children, and
have five grandchildren and a
great-grandchild. Their daughter, Ellen Brown Ragland, died
in 2019 at age 61. The Browns
are Bronze-level sponsors of the
Champions event in her memory.
Brown served as the Forums
chairman until he retired in
2014. He continues to be an
active volunteer. “It’s become
part of my life,” he said.
In 2018, the couple established the Forums on Tolerance

Apartments
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Sheldon Brown of Marblehead founded North Shore Community
College’s Forums on Tolerance, for which he will be honored on
Nov. 19.

Endowed Fund, with proceeds
covering costs for guest speakers and critical resources to
ensure the forum continues,
said Nicole Marcotte, NSCC’s
director of development.
The couple also have
endowed the Professor Sheldon
Brown Tolerance Scholarship
and are members of the NSCC
Lighthouse Society Founders
Circle.
“We look for leaders who have
really shown excellence in higher education,” said Marcotte,
including those who have created opportunities for students,
the community college, and the
North Shore.
She noted that Brown has
stayed involved by mentoring the current Forums on
Tolerance’s
chairwoman,
Professor Laurie Carlson.
“Sheldon is one of kindest and most generous people
I know, and he truly sees the
best in humanity.  What he
has done with the Forums on
Tolerance is truly a testament to
this,” Carlson said in an email.
She added that the forums “are
rooted in Sheldon’s vision that
sharing human stories can bring
about empathy and understanding toward other people
and help to combat social injustice.”
The Browns are well known
in the North Shore Jewish community, and have been members of Temple Sinai since the
1980s.
Brown was born and raised
in Chicago, attended Chicago
public schools and Wright
Junior College. He later graduated from Roosevelt University
and earned a master’s degree in
guidance and counseling from
Northwestern University. He
earned a doctorate in education from Dropsie University in
Philadelphia.
Jewish education also has
been an important part of his
life. He was valedictorian of
Hebrew High School in Chicago
and continued his Jewish education at the College of Jewish
Studies in Chicago, where he
earned a bachelor’s degree in
Hebrew literature, graduating
with his mother, Elizabeth, in
1954.
He did so while attending
Wright Junior College, attending
the College of Jewish Studies on
nights and Sundays.
From 1963 to 1966, he served

as principal of Temple Beth El
Hebrew School in Lynn.
In 1965, he was hired by
North
Shore
Community
College to teach psychology
when the school first opened in
Beverly. He was appointed a full
professor with tenure in 1972.
He retired six years ago after
48 years at the community college, which now has campuses
in Danvers and Lynn.
Brown said his oldest son,
Marc, and he visited Nesvizh in
2007 and found no vestige of
Jewish life there, but they managed to find the houses where
his family once lived.
To register for the Champions
for North Shore Community
College virtual awards program,
visit northshore.edu/champions.
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MARBLEHEAD – The infuriating moment when retired
psychology professor Sheldon
Brown knew he had to bring
Holocaust education to North
Shore Community College came
at an unlikely time, during a faculty meeting on whether educators should unionize in the early
1970s.
A fellow professor suggested
they not be hesitant “like Jews
who walked to gas chambers
like sheep to be slaughtered,”
Brown recalled.
Brown’s uncle and aunt on
his father’s side were murdered
by Nazis and their collaborators in 1941, together with 5,000
Jewish residents of a shtetl
called Nesvizh, which is now
in Belarus. His father, Harry,
already had left the village 20
years before.
Knowing there were Jews
who resisted, including during
the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising in
1943, Brown began researching human behavior during the genocide. The course,
Literature of the Holocaust, was
launched in 1994, and Brown
taught it for 16 years. It served
as a springboard to creating the
community college’s Forums on
Tolerance.
When the college holds its
fourth annual Champions
for North Shore Community
College virtual awards program
from 8 to 9 a.m. on Nov. 19,
Professor Emeritus Brown will
be honored for his philanthropy and volunteerism alongside
The Women’s Fund of Essex
County and Benjamin Patton,
the founder and vice chairman
of the Patton Veterans Project.
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26 ноября отмечается День Благодарения
При
упоминании
Дня
Благодарения многие сразу
представляют себе осенние
посиделки,
улыбающихся
людей вокруг семейного
стола с индейкой и пирогами.
В этом году, к сожалению, в
связи с пандемией COVID19 количество людей за
праздничным столом будет
меньше, но это не должно
омрачать значимости этого
праздника
и
торжество
должно состояться. В этот
день каждый задумывается
над тем, за что он благодарен.
У Дня Благодарения крайне интересная, и местами
неожиданная, история. Мы
предлагаем несколько интересных фактов о празднике.
Когда первопроходцы и
индейцы впервые собрались
вместе за ужином, они ели
мясо лобстера, тюленя и
лебедя, а не традиционные
для
сегодняшнего
Дня
Благодарения картофельное
пюре, клюквенный соус и
индейку.
Статус государственного
праздника в США этот
день получил только в 1863
году, спустя более 200 лет
после того, как пилигримы
высадились в Массачусетсе.
Первый
президент
страны Джордж Вашингтон
постановил отмечать День
Благодарения
26
ноября
каждого года. Позднее, в 1864
году, Линкольн поменял эту
дату на последний четверг
ноября, а еще позже, в 1939

году, Рузвельт перенес ее на
предпоследний четверг месяца,
что привело к разногласиям
между штатами. И лишь в
1941 году конгресс США на
законодательном
уровне
закрепил дату празднования
за четвертым четвергом
ноября. Сделано это было
для того, чтобы люди, взяв
выходной в пятницу, имели
бы в своем распоряжении
четыре выходных дня для
предрождественских покупок.
Но скорее всего, есть
религиозная посылка
к
библейскому
Великому
четвергу и Тайной Вечере, на
которой Иисусом Христом
было установлено главное
таинство христианской веры
– евхаристия, что в переводе
с
греческого
означает
“благодарение”.
Традиционные кушанья —
индейка и клюква — имеют
исконно
американское
происхождение. Также для
праздничного яства в США
выращивают тыкву и батат.
По свидетельству газеты
Boston Globe, в Плимутской
колонии
предпочитали
оленину.
Индюшку
же
“продвинула” в качестве
главного праздничного блюда
– вкусного, привычного и
сравнительно недорогого –
влиятельная
издательница
Ladies Journal Сара Хейл.
Именно она убедила в 1863
году Авраама Линкольна
учредить в стране, терзаемой
Гражданской войной, общенациональный праздник в
честь мира, спокойствия и

Michael Romanovsky, CIPS, CBR, RMM
Сердечные поздравления с
наступающим
Днем Благодарения
и пожелания здоровья
и благополучия!

133 Broad St. Lynn • 781-581-7775
MgrGlobalRealty.com • mromanovsky@mgrglobal.com

Certify International Property
Specialist.
National Association of Realtors
President's Liaison to Russian
Guild of Relators 2009-2014
Broker/Owner
Your local and worldwide Realtor

КУЛЬТУРНО-ОЗДОРОВИТЕЛЬНЫЙ
ЦЕНТР

BEST CHOICE

поздравляет всех с наступающим

ДНЕМ БЛАГОДАРЕНИЯ
и желает счастья и здоровья!

Дорогие Друзья!
Ваше зДороВье и Безопасность наша глаВная заДача!
Мы соблюдаем все требования отдела
здравоохранения Массачусетса; принимаем
меры социального дистансирования; введен
усиленный режим дезинфекции помещений и
транспорта; сотрудники обязаны носить маски
и другое защитное снаряжение.
Как и прежде - для Вас вкусная еда, концерты,
праздники, тематические вечера
и многое другое!

Приглашаем на работу
Registered Nurse (part-time)

Ваш Лучший Выбор – проВедите день с нами!
220 Lynnway, Revere • 781-289-9000

согласия.
Первый парад в честь
Дня
Благодарения
от
Macy’s в Нью-Йорке был
организован в 1924 году.
Тогда сотрудники компании
устроили парад животных
из зоопарка Центрального
парка по улицам Манхеттена.
Воздушные шарики в форме
собачки Снупи из года в год
встречаются чаще любых
остальных.
Ежегодно, действующему
президенту
предъявляют
двух индеек на выбор. Одна
из них вскоре отправляется
на президентскую кухню,
чтобы украсить праздничный
стол в Белом доме. А
вторая птица, в результате
торжественной церемонии,
получает “помилование” и
возвращается доживать свой
век на специальную ферму.
Последняя, больше никогда
не попадет на стол к людям,
она проживет на ранчо до
своей естественной смерти.
Начало этой традиции было
положено не так давно.
В 1963 году президент
Джон Кеннеди отказался
зажаривать птицу, ежегодно
поставляемую
местными
фермерами Белому дому, и
оставил ее в живых. Впервые
официальную
церемонию
«помилования»
провел
Джордж Буш – старший в 1989
году. “Спасенная” президентом
птица отправилась жить
дальше на ферму, с тех пор
так происходит каждый год.
Эта традиция символизирует
милосердие и добродушие.
Еще одна древняя, как и
сам
праздник,
традиция
— просмотр футбольного
матча. Речь идет о местном,
американском футболе. Первая
игра в честь этого события
состоялась в 1869 году, с тех
пор погонять “праздничный”
мяч собираются все – от
мала до велика. Особенно
эта традиция поддерживается
среди учеников старших школ
и колледжей, которые без
приготовления птицы могут
обойтись, а вот без футбола —
ни за что.
Дикий индюк может бежать
со скоростью 20 километров
в час.
Бенджамин
Франклин
считал, что именно индейка
(а не орел) должна быть
национальной
эмблемой
США.

yulia@jewishjournal.org
978-745-4111 доб. 172

Фестиваль Детского Кино
С 20 по 22 ноября в
Бостоне будет проходить
Международный
онлайн
фестиваль Детского Кино
(Boston International Kids
Film Festival), в котором будут
представлены 70 фильмов из
17 стран.
Фильмы
сгруппированы
в один блок для просмотра
(с последующей встречей с
кинематографистами).
Два русскоязычных фильма
были отобраны для участия в
этом фестивале.

“The Witch and the Baby”

“Ведьма и малыш” (“The
Witch and the Baby”) короткометражный анимационный фильм режиссера
Евгении Голубевой. Фильм
снят в лучших традициях
российской мультипликации,
добрый и с юмором. Стареющая
Баба-Яга (или ведьма) очень
хочет снова стать молодой.
Но вот незадача: главный
ингредиент в волшебном
зелье – малышка. Все идет
по плану, и Баба-Яга коварно
пошла работать няней, чтобы
добыть себе малышку, но она

даже не подозревает, во что
ввязалась. Когда она приносит
домой маленькую принцессу,
все идет конечно же не по ее
плану. Фильм (5 минут) можно
показывать детям старше 6
лет.
Другой фильм – игровой
док-фильм “Соня Любит,
Соня Не Любит” (“Sonia
Loves, Sonia Doesn’t”) снят
по одноименному рассказу
чудесной писательницы Анны
Ястриж.
Это история девочки Евы
и ее старшей сестры Эмы,
которые полюбили Соню –
куклу, живущую в магазине.
Как
могли
они
целый
день приближали свои дни
рождения, чтобы, наконецто, быть с Соней вместе уже
навсегда. Они придумали
для нее целый мир, выбрали
подарки, книжки, платья и
даже жениха. Но прямо перед
самим днем рождения Соню
покупают другой девочке.
Сестры пытаются отвоевать
куклу, ведь чужие люди не
сделают ее счастливой. Это
история победы детской любви
вопреки всему, что творится в
этом странном взрослом мире.
Режиссер Наталья Беляева
сняла очаровательную и
трогательную
игровую
документальную драму о
детской любви, которая может
заставить
призадуматься
любого взрослого.
Полный список фильмовучастников и билеты можно
найти на сайте: bikff.org/2020films/, где можно выбрать all
access pass $55 или individual
tickets $20.

“Sonia Loves, Sonia Doesn’t”

“Щелкунчик” на интернете
“Щелкунчик” –
самая
новогодняя из всех сказок,
также
и
знаменитый
Российский балет, который
с первых тактов музыки, с
первой снежинкой на сцене неизбежно создает у зрителей
ощущение
настоящего
праздника.

СОТНИ ОБРАЗЦОВ
МЕМОРИАЛЬНЫХ ПАМЯТНИКОВ
мы осуществаляем дизайн и непосредственное
изготовление памятников
в нашей мастерской без суб-подрядчиков

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA ~ 978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS

82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA ~ 978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com
Обслуживаем Еврейскую Общину Северного Берега с 1890 года

В этом году Московский
балет, в луыших традициях,
предоставляет
любителям
балета онлайн-трансляцию
своего самого популярного
спектакля
“Щелкунчик,”
начиная с 19 декабря до 1
января). На сайте Travelzoo
можно
зарезер-вировать
билеты со скидкой (начиная
от $19). Заказ билетов на
сайте: etix.com/ticket/p/4021582
(используйте
промо-код
GREEN in the “Promo Code”).
Доп. инфо на сайте: travelzoo.com/entertainment;

English Summary
In this week’s issue of the
Journal’s Russian Chronicle,
we feature an article about
Thanksgiving and provide some
history and interesting facts
about this all-American holiday. We also review two films
made in Russian that were
selected to be part of the Boston
International Kids Film Festival.
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Abe Babbitt marks 100th birthday in Swampscott
By Ethan M. Forman

daughter, Ann Pendexter.
“He started out working in
the machine shop and was very
SWAMPSCOTT – About a year
active in the union,” Pendexter
ago, Lynn native Abraham “Abe”
said. Eventually, she said, her
Babbitt and his wife, Frances,
father became part of managewere able to greet and hold the
ment in the personnel departnewest member of their large
ment, and retired in the midfamily, great-grandson John
1980s.
Wesley Babbitt.
During World War II, Abe
Abe Babbitt and his greatserved as a staff sergeant in the
grandson were born roughly 99
headquarters of the 11th Air
years apart.
Force of the Army Air Forces.
Then in March, restrictions
He was stationed in Alaska, and
on visitors to the Bertram House
was discharged in 1945.
of Swampscott, the senior livAbe Babbitt and his wife
ing community where the couple
belonged to Congregation
had lived since 2019, were put in
Anshai Sfard in Lynn, where
Abraham “Abe” Babbitt
place because of the pandemic.
Babbitt served as the presiOn March 18, the couple celdent and treasurer of the
ebrated their 75th wedding annibrotherhood. They later joined
versary just as long-term care residences across Congregation Shirat Hayam in Swampscott.
the state were going into lockdown. That meant Pendexter said they moved to town in 1963.
canceling their large party, though Bertram House
threw a smaller one for them with residents and
staff.
Then, on Oct. 7, Frances Babbitt died at age
95, a sad time for the family. Abe Babbitt’s 100th
birthday milestone came on Oct. 30.
Despite the cold, snowy morning, Babbitt went
out to greet Swampscott’s Big Blue fire truck
as it swung by to wish him well, with a “Happy
Birthday” banner on the side, sirens blaring, and
lights flashing. Governor Charlie Baker, who also
lives in Swampscott, sent over a formal citation.
After graduating from Lynn Classical High, Abe
Babbitt went to work for General Electric, said his
JOURNAL STAFF

GREEK & AMERICAN CUISINE

DINE IN OR TAKE OUT ~ 978-750-0100
Curbside Pickup Available

ORDER ONLINE ~ GET 5% OFF
www.newbrothersdanvers.com
31 Maple Street, Danvers, MA 01923

CALL FOR NEW HOURS ~ 978-750-0100

Martha Hall Kelly to headline Center for
Holocaust and Genocide Studies event on Nov. 12
The Center for Holocaust
and Genocide Studies at Salem
State University will host a virtual presentation with Martha
Hall Kelly, author of the critically
acclaimed novels “Lilac Girls”
and “Lost Roses,” on Nov. 12
from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Kelly will discuss the historical background of “Lilac Girls,”
her bestselling debut novel,
which focuses on a group of
Polish women that were sent to

Martha Hall Kelly

the notorious all-female concentration camp Ravensbrück for
their resistance to the German
occupation. At Ravensbrück, the
women were not only forced to
do backbreaking work but were
also subject to cruel medical
experiments on their bodies.
The event is free and open to
the public. Zoom Registration:
salemstate.zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_nfdRbgJkRQ29gKaZH_opdg.

Rabbi Ragozin named LEAP Fellow
Rabbi Michael Ragozin of
Congregation Shirat Hayam
in Swampscott was named a
2020-2021 LEAP Fellow, a partnership of the University of
Pennsylvania and Clal-The
National Jewish Center for
Learning and Leadership.
As a LEAP Fellow, Rabbi
Ragozin will join other fellows and scholars to discuss
and study this year’s theme,
America’s Jewish Questions,
more effectively serving his
congregation through cutting-

Rabbi Michael Ragozin

edge Judaic academic studies.
“We are especially proud
that Rabbi Ragozin will be
joining us in this year’s cohort,
as he is one of the nation’s
outstanding congregational
rabbis,” Clal President Rabbi
Brad Hirschfield said.
Rabbi Ragozin began his
tenure at Congregation Shirat
Hayam in July 2015. He is
married to Sarah; their children, Liora, Noam, and Aleza,
were born in 2007, 2009 and
2018.

Rockoff named vice president of Religious Zionists of America
The Religious Zionists of
America (RZA), the U.S.-based
branch of World Mizrachi and
umbrella organization for the
American Religious Zionist
movement, has named Rabbi
Ari Rockoff, as its vice president.
Rockoff, a Newton native,
spent the last seven years
developing new programs for
the Orthodox Union (OU). Most
recently, he was its founding
director of leadership development and strategic partnerships working with foundations
and major funding partners.
Earlier this year, Rockoff led
the World Mizrachi’s Orthodox
Israel Coalition, a partnership of Orthodox and religious
Zionist groups running as a

Rabbi Ari Rockoff

combined slate in the World
Zionist Congress elections.
Before joining the OU,
Rockoff spent more than a
decade at Yeshiva University,
where he was on the founding
team of the Center for the Jewish

Future and the lead designer
of ChampionsGate, a leadership conference that brought
together hundreds of Jewish lay
leaders and professionals from
around the country.
Rockoff is a graduate of Yeshiva
University’s Sy Syms School of
Business and received his rabbinical ordination from RIETS,
a master’s degree in education from the Azrieli Graduate
School of Jewish Education and
Administration, and a master’s of business administration
degree from Baruch College,
where his studies focused on
organizational behavior.
He resides in West Hemp
stead, New York, with his wife,
Deborah, and their five children.

Now open for
inside and outside dining
We are offering

CURBSIDE
PICK UP
Call us at

978-745-1700

to place an order.

ORDER ONLINE AT:

www.fantasyislandsalem.com
516 Loring Avenue, Salem
Tel: (978) 745-1700
Fax: (978) 740-9121
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Auchincloss elected to congress; first Jew to hold seat since Barney Frank
from page 1

skinny Jewish kid, tried to enlist
and fight in the South Pacific,
but instead, the Marines saw
something in him and sent him
to Perdue University to study
engineering.
“It changed his life,”
Auchincloss said. He became a
pioneer in prosthetic limbs and
other advances in medicine.
Jake Auchincloss’s mother, Dr.
Laurie Glimcher, now serves as
president and CEO of DanaFarber Cancer Institute.
“It’s a story about what Jews
can accomplish in a country that invests in them,” said
Auchincloss who grew up in
Newton, and who had his bar
mitzvah in his backyard. In his
personal statement on Israel
on his campaign website, he
says the Jewish community of
Newton “reinforced my pride in
my heritage and in Eretz Yisrael.”
Auchincloss
attended
Newton Public Schools and
Harvard College.
After his freshman year in
college, he traveled to Israel
with a high school friend and
her father, a Sabra who grew
up on a kibbutz in the south of
Israel. They toured the country
and he saw the success of Israel
firsthand.
Wanting to give back,

he joined the Marines. He
served in Helmand Province
in Afghanistan in 2012 and in
Panama with a reconnaissance
unit in 2014. He said he understands the “dangerous neighborhood Israel is in.”
Returning home to work in
cybersecurity gave him insight
into the impactful relationship
between the United States and
Israel, which fostered the growth
of this industry. He believes the
security of Israel and the security
of the United States is a relationship that is not to be broached.
“Because of my military service, I speak with conviction and
credibility on the United States’
need for a stable, democratic
partner in the Middle East,
and I often do, even as a City
Councilor in Newton,” he said
in his personal statement. He
said he has worked to combat
anti-Semitism, including after
the massacre at the Tree of Life
Synagogue in Pittsburgh.
On the issue of the Trump
administration’s moving the U.S.
embassy to Israel before a final
status of the city is determined,
Auchincloss said he agrees with
the move.
“Yes, I believe the capital
is Jerusalem and the embassy
should be in Jerusalem,” he said.

Congressman-elect
Jake Auchincloss

But he was less than enthusiastic about the overall foreign
policy of the Trump administration, saying “he’s just abandoned
American moral leadership.” He
added that the peace agreements
with Sudan and the United Arab
Emirates are a positive step.
“It is a promising way to
unlock the gridlock in the Middle
East right now,” Auchincloss said.
Auchincloss said Democrats
have shown robust support
for Israel and he called House
Majority Leader Steny Hoyer “a
top champion of Israel.”
In his personal statement,
Auchincloss said he favored
U.S. aid, including military aid,
to the Middle East, to Israel,
Egypt, Jordan and the Palestinian

Authority to increase stability
and cooperation in the region,
and foster security cooperation
between Israelis and Palestinians
and humanitarian aid in the West
Bank.
He supports $3.8 billion in
annual military aid to Israel
outlined in the U.S. Israel
Memorandum of Understanding
that came about during the
Obama administration. He
favors a two-state solution, but
one negotiated by both sides, not
one imposed by an outside party.
The U.S. should play an active
role in promoting any peace process, he said.
Auchincloss opposes Iran
obtaining nuclear weapons,
something on which both parties
agree. He backed the Iran nuclear deal, and says Trump should
not have pulled out of it without
a better plan.
“By the time a new Congress
is seated, we will be less than
two years away from the sunsetting of key provisions. Therefore,
simply re-entering the old JCPOA
may not be feasible, but the U.S.
ought to prioritize diplomacy
aimed at achieving an agreement
with Iran,” he said in his statement.
Like many Jews, Auchincloss
is concerned about the Boycott,

Divestment and Sanctions or
BDS movement and signs of antiSemitism from some on the far
left wing of the Democratic party.
“I am committed to fight
against this,” he said. He said his
stances in favor of social justice,
advocating for women’s reproductive health, tackling climate
change and banning assault
weapons are in line with Jewish
values.
“Jews have a longstanding
commitment to improving a
community’s welfare,” he said.
Auchincloss said he is a “big
fan,” of 6th District U.S. Rep. Seth
Moulton, a Democrat from Salem
who grew in Marblehead, and
looks forward to working with
him. Their lives have similar trajectories. Both attended Harvard,
both then served in the Marine
Corps, and both have dedicated
themselves to service.
“Jake exemplifies the new
generation of leadership I
have fought hard to bring to
Congress, and I’m so proud to
endorse him,” Moulton said in
a statement before the election.
“I know he will bring principles
and leadership to Congress
when he is elected, and I can’t
wait to serve alongside him in
Washington, fighting for the
people of Massachusetts.”

PERFECT PROPERTY!
THE
JEWISH JOURNAL
WILL HOLD ITS
ANNUAL MEETING
on

TUESDAY, NOV. 17
at 7 p.m.

MARBLEHEAD
Truly magnificent 4 bedroom 2.5 bathroom contemporary colonial bursting with natural sun
light. Beautiful formal living room, stunning dining room with built-ins making it perfect for
entertaining. Renovated a few years ago, the bright and sunny white kitchen with granite
counters opens to the family room with a modern gas fireplace. Glass sliders lead to a fabulous
deck. Second floor offers a master bedroom with skylights, fireplace, walk in closet and a
stunning marble master bath with double vanity and soaking tub. Three additional bedrooms
all have vaulted ceilings, double closets, recessed lighting and one even has a murphy bed!
Lower level provides home office, exercise room, workshop, cedar closet and plenty of storage.
Lovingly cared for by one owner. $1,149,000

The meeting
will be held online
and is open to the public.
To rsvp, please email to:
editor@jewishjournal.org

300 Salem St., Swampscott
781.593.6111
One Essex St., Marblehead
781.631.8800
saganharborside.com

Marblehead’s Premier Prosthodontist
InnovatIve RestoRatIve & aesthetIc DentIstRy

Dental Implant Restorations • Prosthodontic Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges • Inlays & Onlays • Smile Makeovers
Veneers • Teeth Whitening • Dentures

Sensitive care and
superb aesthetic results are
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