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MARBLEHEAD – Police Chief 
Robert Picariello has hired 
Winthrop Police Chief Terence 
Delehanty’s private firm to con-
duct an independent administra-
tive review into allegations that a 
former Marblehead police officer 
scratched a swastika into a fellow 
officer’s personal vehicle in the 
summer of 2019.

Delehanty’s firm, L.E.A.D.S., or 
Law Enforcement Applications 
and Development Strategies, will 
be paid to conduct the investiga-
tion. Picariello declined to com-
ment on how much the firm will 
be paid. “The review doesn’t have 
a preset cost,” Picariello said in an 
email. “We are focusing on thor-
ough not cost as much.”

The incident drew swift con-
demnation from selectmen and 
some leaders of the Jewish com-
munity. On Dec. 16, Picariello 
announced he learned Officer 
Timothy Tufts, who is accused 
of drawing the swastika, had 
resigned from the department.

 Following the resignation, 
Picariello apologized for the inci-
dent, and pledged “to commis-
sion an independent administra-
tive review and retain an outside 
investigator to conduct a holistic 
finding of fact so that we can 
learn all of the facts of this inci-
dent and include it in our training 
programs.” In addition, he also 

contacted the Anti-Defamation 
League for assistance with future 
training for officers.

Picariello, who plans to retire 
on July 2, said neither his depart-
ment nor town officials would be 
involved with the independent 
review. Picariello said he planned 
to meet with Delehanty early this 
month, and expects the investi-
gators to do “whatever it takes to 
do a throughout job.”

Delehanty has served on the 
Winthrop Police Department for 
almost 25 years and has been 
chief for more than 11 years. He 
is certified by the Massachusetts 
Commission on Discrimination 
as a workplace investigator and 
trainer, according to the Winthrop 
Police Department’s website.

Picariello said he has not given 

Winthrop chief to investigate 
alleged swastika incident 
involving Marblehead officer 

Winthrop Police Chief  
Terence Delehanty 

Eleanor Karp, 106, received the coronavirus vaccine at the Leonard Florence Center for Living in 
Chelsea.

By David M. Shribman
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Here’s a quiz for the times:
Q: What do Jews have in common with 

Muslims, the Chinese, the Iranians, the 
Balinese, some aboriginals, and five other 
peoples?

A: They all have their own New Year 
beginning on a day other than January 1.

So maybe the Rosh Hashanah/New 
Year’s Day thing isn’t the element that 
makes us the Chosen People. No matter. 

Let’s focus for a win-
try moment on what 
we must in our time 
consider a welcome 

gift. We had one occasion to start over 
when the harvest was in the fields (the 
first day of Tishri, Sept. 18 in 2020) and 
another when those same fields, at least 
where we live, are customarily full of 
snow (the first day of January).

So here we go again. We are starting 
over.

And a good thing we are. In our rear 
view mirror is a bitterly contested elec-
tion, a controversial president, a horrible 
pandemic, protests over racial equal-
ity, street fights involving masks and bar 
closings – and Red Sox and Patriots sea-
sons we all want to forget.

Ahead in our frosty windshields is a 
presidential inauguration, maybe a pro-
ductive Hundred Days from Congress 
and the new chief executive, and the 
hope-springs-eternal rituals of a new 
baseball season. But mostly a vaccine 
and real vacation plans. 

I was struck by the title of a forth-
coming book by the actor Sharon Stone, 
with whom I have nothing whatsoever in 
common except for the fact that for six 
years she was married to a journalist. It is 
called “The Beauty of Living Twice,” and 
it occurred to me that that is exactly what 

we are doing with these two New Year’s, 
the Jewish one and the American one. We 
are in essence living twice. That first New 
Year’s was rough. This second one is what 
George H.W. Bush, who once sent me a 
Rosh Hashanah card – the most aston-
ishing mailing I ever got from someone I 
covered, never failing to give me a laugh 
when I see it in my desk drawer – would 
call a kinder, gentler New Year’s.

So let’s luxuriate in what we just got. A 
second chance.

Second chances are a special kind of 
justice, which is why – in this time when 
the news is full of Donald J. Trump’s par-
dons – it is worth recalling that Alexander 
Hamilton, in Federalist 74, said that with-
out the second chance that presidential 
acts of clemency provide, “justice would 
wear a countenance too sanguinary and 
cruel.” And while we are applying the 
lessons of Article II, Section 2, of the 
Constitution to our new start, let us recall 

that Chief Justice John Marshall – in the 
early 1800s – considered those second 
chances in presidential pardons an “act 
of grace.’’

L’chaim to our second chance at a happy New Year

By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

The start of the new year 
came with new hope, as coro-
navirus vaccinations began at 
two local Jewish elder care pro-
viders: Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 
and Hebrew SeniorLife.

For both organizations, the 
first vaccinations were admin-
istered on Dec. 29. At Chelsea 

Jewish Lifecare, they were 
given at the Jeffrey and Susan 
Brudnick Center for Living in 
Peabody, while for Hebrew 
SeniorLife, they took place 
at the Hebrew Rehabilitation 
Center in Roslindale.

“The first day went very, very 
well,” Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 
President Adam Berman said.

Vaccinations at nursing 
homes and assisted living cen-

ters are being administered 
through an initiative called 
the Pharmacy Partnership 
for Long-Term Care Program. 
Medical professionals vacci-
nate residents, as well as staff. 
In Massachusetts, CVS and 
Walgreens are administering 
the vaccinations at nursing 
homes, assisted living centers 
and long-term care facilities, 

COVID-19 VACCINATIONS BEGIN  
AT LOCAL JEWISH NURSING HOMES
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“We can be stout of heart and see across 
the dangers to a brighter new year,” 
writes David Shribman. Above, health-
care workers at a rolling rally outside of 
North Shore Medical Center last year. 
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HEBREW NAME: Shem Yitzhak

HOMETOWN: Marblehead

CURRENT SCHOOL: Marblehead High,  

11th grade

FAVORITE JEWISH FOOD: Potato latkes

FAVORITE JEWISH PERSON: Mark Cuban

FAVORITE JEWISH HOLIDAY: Hanukkah

FAVORITE MOVIES: The “Harry Potter” 
series

FAVORITE SONG: “The Bigger Picture”
by Lil Baby

NOAH MANN, 17Z
How is school going this year? Are 
you in person, hybrid, or remote? 
What’s it like?

What was your Jewish 
background growing up? Did you 
have a bar mitzvah? At what 
temple was it held?

How has your Jewish identity shaped you?

Have you gone to Israel with the Lappin 
Foundation’s Youth to Israel Adventure? Have 
you been to Israel?

How was your experience with the Lappin 
Foundation’s Jewish Youth Leadership Seminar 
this summer?

You interviewed your grandfather, Dr. Charles 
Mann, for the youth leadership seminar’s 
veterans project. Can you sum up how that 
went?

What is your dream job or profession after 
college? Where do you want to go to college 
and what do you want to study?

School this year began fully remote, which 
definitely took an adjustment period at first 
to get used to a four-hour school day in front 
of a screen. Now, Marblehead High School 
is hybrid. Each grade is divided into two 
cohorts (A & B) where each cohort goes to 
school twice a week and then comes home 
to two online classes. The other three days 
of the week we are fully online. I like this 
model much more than fully remote as being 
in person allows me to learn more in depth 
and obtain extra help if I need it. Also, being 
in person allows me a chance to be more 
social, which was extremely limited during full 
remote. However, there are still some down-
sides to this system such as only two days of 
in-person learning, missing seeing half of my 
friends who are in the other cohort, and more 
paperwork as teaching lessons are very lim-
ited with the online setup.

I have grown up Jewish my entire life. I’ve 
always celebrated the major holidays and 
learned about all aspects of being Jewish, 
as well as my Jewish heritage from my mom 
and from Hebrew school growing up. I had 
my bar mitzvah at Chabad of the North Shore 
when I was 13.

My Jewish identity has strongly shaped me by influencing all 
aspects of my life. I have grown up my whole life feeling a part 
of a tight-knit community going to temple, celebrating holidays, 
going to Jewish overnight camp, doing Jewish youth events and 
clubs. All of these activities have given me a community I feel a 
part of, and where I can meet people with similar values to me. 
They have also given me an outlet to meet new friends, go new 
places, and have new experiences.

I have never gone to Israel before. I was supposed to go 
last summer with Y2I, however, due to COVID-19, I was not 
able to. Hopefully, I will get to go this summer. Regardless, it 
is important to me to go at least once in my lifetime, whether 
that is this summer or in college.

It was amazing. I learned a ton of information and tools to be 
a great Jewish leader. Having many different speakers who 
each brought something new and unique to the conversation 
helped me to learn different leadership characteristics and 
techniques. This was very engaging and useful to me as I 
can apply it in my daily life at school with friends, and espe-
cially basketball. Being a great leader on the basketball court 
is very important to me because of my position as a point 
guard. The leadership seminar was one of the best tools I 
have utilized to improve on this skill.

Interviewing my grandfather was a great experience for me. I 
have always known my grandfather was in the Air Force and 
that he was very patriotic, but I never realized I hadn’t taken 
the chance to hear his story. This opportunity opened the 
door to an amazing conversation with him where I learned 
about how he joined the Air Force, what it was like every day, 
how it was being Jewish, some of his greatest memories, 
and also what he learned about being a leader. The biggest 
thing I learned from him was that leadership is a two-way 
street. When it comes to leadership, the leader cannot just 
order around people. The subordinates of the leader need 
to respect the leader and be willing to be led. In return, the 
leader has to gain the trust and respect of his subordinates so 
he can lead effectively. All of these stories meant a lot to me 
so I can hopefully tell my own children one day.

I have no specific dream college, however I love business so 
hopefully I can attend a great business school like Babson 
[College], for example. When I grow up, I hope to start my 
own business. I want to have the freedom to be my own boss 
and do something I love every day so I can give back to my 
community and provide for my family.

ISRAEL’S LOCKDOWN

CRISIS
Israel’s in a state of emergency as it faces its third lockdown

To make a donation visit our website at 

 mpdonate.org

DONATE AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

88 Walton St, Suite B1 . Brooklyn, NY 11206 / Tel 877. 736.6283
Donations to American Friends of Meir Panim are tax deductible in the US registered under EIN number 20-1582478

With an unemployment rate 
of over 23%, 1 IN 7 ISRAELIS 

ARE SKIPPING MEALS and 
50% of Israelis are worried 

they CAN’T PAY RENT.

You can help our team deliver 
110,000+ Meals-on-Wheels to 

the ELDERLY, HOMEBOUND
and UNEMPLOYED each month. 3x

THE NEED
FOR DAILY MEALS 

TRIPLED



LISTEN TO COMMUNITY LEADER  
JIM SHAINKER AND GUESTS
DISCUSS CURRENT EVENTS ~ LITERATURE ~ HOLIDAYS ~  

POLITICS ~ ISRAEL ~ MUSIC ~ HALACHA ~ AND MORE

L’CHAIM 
JEWISH INTERACTIVE RADIO

FRIDAY @10AM ~ SUNDAY @7PM
980 AM / WWW.980WCAP.COM / ANY RADIO APP

YOU CAN BE PART OF THE SHOW!

Notice a Change in Mom or Dad?
Cohen Florence Levine Estates and 

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan Estates Assisted Livings
can be exactly what you need.

We will give your loved one warmth, support, 
comfort and companionship. 

Call or email us today!

201 Captains Row, Chelsea, MA 02150                                                                            240 Lynnfield Street, Peabody, MA 01960

Email Kristen Donnelly at 
kdonnelly@chelseajewish.org

or call 617-887-0826

Email Marisa Iafrate at
miafrate@chelseajewish.org  

or call 978-854-1812 

www.chelseajewish.org

Kosher Dietary Laws Observed

Glatt Kosher Meat Available
We Have the Best Deli & Smoked Fish Party Platters!

LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI

Catering
by Tevya

474 Lowell St., Peabody (978-535-6449) (FAX 978-535-6816)
Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Mass.
Visit our website: www.levineskoshermkt.com

LEAN  
STEW BEEF 

$8.99 lb

CHICKEN BREAST 
QUARTERS 

$3.29 lb

FROM OUR DELI DEPT

FRESH COOKED 
ROAST BEEF 

$9.99 lb

FROM TEVYA’S KITCHEN
Buy a

BARBECUED
CHICKEN 

And receive FREE 1 lb
POTATO SALAD or COLE SLAW
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By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON – The friendly hand-
shakes, informal drop-ins to 
Shabbat services, and schmooz-
ing at cultural events have been 
replaced with Zoom meetings, 
socially distanced introductions, 
and face masks with the insignia 
of the Israeli and American flags.

Welcome to the COVID-
19 era diplomatic world of 
Ambassador Meron Reuben, the 
newly appointed Consul General 
of Israel to New England, who 
began his new post in November 
in the midst of a pandemic. He 
follows Ambassador Zeev Boker, 
whose two-year assignment here 
ended. 

Reuben arrived in Boston 
from Israel at a time when the 
global pandemic upended the 
time-honored traditions and 
gatherings where a new consul 
general would be out and about, 
meeting and greeting the Jewish 
community. Even his ability to 
meet in person with the region’s 
diplomatic corps has been a 
challenge.

“Everyone has been very wel-
coming, but it is difficult. I would 
have gone to shuls and met peo-
ple. I’ll get there,” the ambassa-
dor told the Journal in a recent 
phone conversation.

“Diplomacy is very person-
al. You need to be there,” said 
Reuben, whose foreign ministry 
career has spanned more than 
three decades, including a year 
as Israel's ambassador to the 
United Nations (2010-2011).

But he has not altogether 
avoided the personal touches. 
He’s arranged his spacious living 
room to accommodate a socially 
distanced meeting area, spac-
ing chairs far apart and opening 

windows to allow in fresh air. His 
first purchase in Boston was an 
outdoor heater that he set up for 
meetings on his balcony.

Reuben met Governor 
Charlie Baker and Boston Mayor 
Marty Walsh in person when 
he participated in the lighting 
of the Hanukkah menorah on 
the Boston Common. He also 
took part in a virtual menorah 
lighting in Connecticut with 
Governor Ned Lamont.

Throughout the pandemic, 
the Consulate office has been 
open on a limited basis in order 
to carry out its day-to-day ser-
vices.

The 59-year-old Reuben 
was born in South Africa and 
lived for a few years in London 
with his mother. They settled in 
Israel in 1974, before he turned 
bar mitzvah age. He studied 
diplomacy and international 
relations at Hebrew University 
and was an air traffic controller 
during his military service in the 

Israeli Air Force. 
His diplomatic posts tra-

versed five Spanish-speaking 
countries, including Chile, 
Mexico, Paraguay, Bolivia, and 
Colombia.  

For the last five years, Reuben 
served as Israel’s chief of state 
protocol, the go-to foreign min-
istry official responsible for dip-
lomats and visiting world digni-
taries. At the end of his tenure, 
he was behind the scenes when 
leaders from the United Arab 
Emirates made a historic visit 
to Israel as part of the Abraham 
Accords in 2020.

But Reuben, a warm and 
engaging conversationalist with 
an easy laugh, is not motivat-
ed by the titles and limelight 
of photo opps that sometimes 
come with the role of a diplomat. 

“My philosophy is that titles 
come and go. In the end, you 
have to be yourself. That is the 
main focus that I’ve always been 
interested in,” he said. 

He is most at home with 
the “nitty gritty” of diplomacy 
as a way to foster dialogue and 
understanding between differ-
ent cultures, nationalities, and 
within the broad base of the 
global Jewish community.

“You don’t need to call me 
Consul General. You can call me 
Meron,” he said.

Looking ahead, Reuben 
is eager to engage with New 
England’s robust academic com-
munity, a major center of edu-
cation that also attracts many 
Israelis, he observed. 

“I think, sometimes, we don’t 
get a good rap” on college cam-
puses, Reuben said. “I hope to 
leave some kind of mark and 
explain more about Israel not 
being white and colonialist and 
being a multicultural and multi-
ethnic society, which it is. I’ll do 
my best to show what Israel is all 
about.”

He’d like to encourage more 
opportunities to forge stron-
ger bonds between Israelis and 
American Jews  across New 
England. Some 25,000 to 30,000 
Israelis live in the region, but 
many are not active in syna-
gogue life, one place where they 
might mix socially with Boston-

area Jews. 
He gives high marks to pro-

grams like Birthright Israel that 
bring college-age Americans on 
visits to Israel. 

Boston’s liberal social values 
appeals to Reuben, who is open 
about being a gay man.  “I’d 
like to be able to live my life 
the way I want to,” he said. He 
anticipates that Boston will be a 
hospitable environment for him 
and his partner. 

Reuben is the proud father 
of two grown daughters from 
an earlier marriage. One is an 
art student at Jerusalem’s pres-
tigious Bezalel Academy of 
Arts and Design. His youngest 
daughter is fulfilling her obliga-
tory military service in a combat 
unit stationed on Israel’s south-
ern border.

One of his fond memories of 
their growing up was when they 
would bring him one of their 
hundreds of children’s books. 
“Dad, please read to us,” they’d 
say. 

He envisions reading Israeli 
children’s books to kindergart-
ners here. It may offer the per-
fect way to connect a new gen-
eration of young people with 
Israel, he said.

New Consul General to N.E. says ‘I’ll do my best to show what Israel is all about’ 

Reuben with US Ambassador to Israel David Friedman.

Israeli diplomat Meron Reuben welcomes President Bill Clinton to 
Israel. 



By Arnon Afek

TEL AVIV – Many countries 
around the world are in awe 
of Israel’s COVID-19 vaccina-
tion campaign. In less than two 
weeks, 1 million Israelis have 
been vaccinated with Pfizer’s 
coronavirus vaccine, and we are 
now inoculating 150,000 peo-
ple a day. Israel is currently the 
world leader in the number of 
vaccines administered per cap-
ita, with countries like Britain, 
the United States and Germany 
trailing quite far behind. Many 
European countries have barely 
even kicked off their vaccina-
tion campaigns.

Beyond the Israeli govern-
ment’s extraordinary achieve-
ment in securing the vaccines, 
we have risen to the task thanks 
to the country’s strong health-
care system, logistical prowess, 
ability to respond quickly in 
emergencies, and most impor-
tantly, the enlistment and vol-
unteering spirit of medical staff: 
nurses who finished their shift 
and volunteered for another, 
administrative staff who set up 

over 200 vaccination centers in 
record time, pharmacists and 
countless others. It is particular-
ly moving to see Holocaust sur-
vivors come to Sheba Medical 
Center for their vaccinations, 
allowing us to express our grati-
tude to them for establishing 
the state.

In the midst of the campaign, 
however, several medical work-
ers who had received the first of 
two required doses of vaccine 
reported muscle pain and chills, 
believing these were merely 
side effects of the inoculation. 
These symptoms were in fact an 
indication they had developed 
COVID-19.

How much protection does 
the first dose of Pfizer’s vaccine 
provide? The vaccine is at its 
most effective around one week 
after the second dose or 28 days 
after the first dose is admin-
istered. The first dose triggers 
a cellular response – antibod-
ies and immune cells that are 
immune to the virus. The sec-
ond dose triggers the memory 
cells and strengthens the body’s 
immune system to something 

like 95 percent efficacy against 
the disease.

The vaccine itself cannot 
cause COVID-19 because it does 
not contain fragments of the 
virus.

According to Pfizer’s clini-
cal trials, around 5 percent of 

those who received the vaccine 
subsequently became infected 
with SARS-CoV2, though none 
became seriously ill. While 
social media networks are flood-
ed with baseless information on 
the safety of the vaccine, the 
reality is clear: With one million 
doses administered, a relatively 
small number of allergic reac-
tions requiring medical treat-
ment have been observed. We 
continue to follow any symp-
toms reported, the majority of 
which are very mild and include 
pain, fever, redness at the injec-

tion site, as well as headaches 
and lethargy.

Yet we must not assume the 
pandemic is behind us. The 
number of cases is on the rise, 
and hospitals, including Sheba 
Medical Center, have reopened 
their coronavirus wards.

Now more than ever we 
must avoid complacency. We 
still don’t know, for instance, 
whether those who received the 
vaccine can infect others. There 
are vaccines, such as the polio 
vaccine, that trigger an immune 
response but do not prevent 
the virus from multiplying in 
mucous and infecting others.

With the war on the corona-
virus at its height, now is the 
time for solidarity and both 
societal and individual respon-
sibility, and for us to continue to 
wear masks and practice good 
hygiene and social distancing. 
I believe that at the start of a 
new year, there is room for opti-
mism. I hope that we will soon 
see a return to the normal lives 
we all miss so much.

Professor Arnon Afek serves 
as deputy director of Sheba 
Medical Center at Tel Hashomer 
and is a member of the team 
that advises Israel’s national 
coronavirus project coordina-
tor. This article first appeared in 
Israel Hayom.
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Tip O’Neill, the former congressman who 
grew up in Cambridge and went on to 
become the speaker of the U.S. House, 

was best known for reminding people that “all 
politics is local.” Years from now, when historians 
are researching the tumultuous election of 
2020-21, that phrase will no doubt resonate with 
those researchers when they read more about 
this week’s Senate election in Georgia, when 
the Black son of a sharecropper and the Jewish 
grandson of a leatherworker were poised to 
become the state’s newest senators.

That leatherworker was Peabody native 
Hyman Ossoff, who founded Ossoff Leather 
in 1947 with his brother, Michael. He went on 
to raise his family in Marblehead and was an 
active member at the Jewish Community Center 
for 70 years. His grandson, Jon Ossoff, grew up 
in Georgia, and at press time he appears to be 
the winner of a close race against an opponent, 
Senator David Perdue, who ran an ad on social 
media this past summer that depicted Ossoff 
with a digitally enhanced exaggerated nose. It 
also featured Senator Chuck Schumer, the Jewish 
representative from New York, with the phrase 
“Democrats are trying to buy Georgia!”

Just a decade ago, a Jewish politician might 

have ignored this – not wanting to draw 
attention, especially in a state with a long history 
of anti-Semitism. But times have changed in 
Georgia. In a debate last fall, Ossoff called out 
Perdue, for the alleged anti-Semitic tropes about 
Jews and money, accusing his opponent of 
“lengthening my nose in attack ads to remind 
everybody that I’m Jewish.” 

The American Dream continues to evolve. 
It is an imperfect concept, and at the whim of 
residents who can change society for good or 
bad and decide the future of democracy. While 
the Journal does not endorse candidates or 
political parties, it can observe this American 
Dream this week, where voters have changed 
cultural norms in a state known for being the 
birthplace of the modern Ku Klux Klan, and 
where one of the most vicious anti-Semitic 
murders took place when Jewish superintendent 
Leo Frank was strung up on a tree and murdered 
in 1915.

At press time, it appears that Raphael Warnock 
and Jon Ossoff have changed history and will 
become the first Black and Jewish senators 
from Georgia. If anything, it signals just how 
important it is for Americans to make their voice 
heard, and vote. 

JEWISH JOURNAL
Steven A. Rosenberg

PUBLISHER/EDITOR

All politics is local

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Letters must be signed and include your name,  
address, and telephone number for verification purposes. 

Letters are limited to 300 words. Submissions are subject to 
editing for accuracy. Email submissions to:  

editor@jewishjournal.org, subject “Letters.”

Get local Jewish and interfaith news by  
signing up for your FREE subscription  

to the JEWISH JOURNAL.

Email your address to:
editor@jewishjournal.org

Photo: GPO/Haim Zach
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu visits Negev Harel, the first vol-
unteer in Israel’s COVID-19 vaccine-testing program. 

Now more than ever we must avoid complacency
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By Dore Gold
ISRAEL HAYOM 

JERUSALEM – For much of 
the modern era, the Arab world 
has sought ways to provide 
legitimacy to its political leader-
ship. That led it down the road 
of highly ideological politics 
based on promoting Arab unity 
schemes even with the use of 
force, experimenting with Arab 
socialist doctrines and main-
taining at all costs the Arab-
Israel conflict.

A few brave leaders were pre-
pared to break with this para-
digm and reached peace with 
Israel, such as President Anwar 
Sadat of Egypt and King Hussein 
of Jordan. Most recently, King 
Hamad of Bahrain and Sheikh 
Zayed of the United Arab 
Emirates have joined this circle. 
Peace with Israel is not a risk-
free strategy, and some of these 
leaders’ enemies were prepared 
to threaten them with assassina-
tion and political turmoil. But 
they persisted nonetheless in 
the path of peace.

Now King Muhammad VI has 
bravely moved the Kingdom of 
Morocco into the circle of states 
making formal peace with Israel. 
It is a move not without risks 
for the Moroccans. The security 
challenges that they face pri-
marily emanate from the area 
of the former Spanish colony 
of the Western Sahara, where 

an insurgency campaign is 
being waged by guerrillas from 
the Polisario Front against the 
Moroccan security forces, with 
the support of Algeria. Morocco 
had valid claims to this disputed 
territory; many tribes in the area 
had been historically linked to 
the Moroccan monarchy.

The stakes in this conflict are 
considerable. The Polisario, also 
backed by the Iranian regime, 
seeks to undermine the territo-
rial integrity of Morocco itself. 
In 2018, Morocco presented 
documents to the Iranian gov-
ernment proving that Tehran 
was now arming and training 
the Polisario with the help of 
Hezbollah. This activity included 
shoulder-fired anti-aircraft mis-
siles like the SAM-9 and SAM-11. 
As a result, Morocco cut its dip-
lomatic ties with Iran. It turned 
out that the Iranians were using 
their embassy in Algiers as a 
conduit to the Polisario.

This was part of a pattern 
that the Iranians were follow-
ing in Africa – seeking to infil-
trate the continent by backing 
the military moves of allies they 
sought to cultivate. In late 2019, 
the United Nations obtained 
photographs of weapons used 
by Khalifa Haftar’s Libyan 
National Army, including guided 
anti-tank missiles which were 
believed to be Iranian-made. 
The Iranians also sought to pro-
mote the conversion of African 

Sunnis to Shi’ism, which exac-
erbated the tensions between 
Tehran and a number of Sunni 
states. Sheikh Yousuf al-Qarad-
hawi, a spiritual head of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, charged 
in the local press in a number 
of countries that Iran was seek-
ing to infiltrate Egypt, Sudan, 
Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco.

There were several lessons 
for the West from these epi-
sodes. First, it was clear that 
the Polisario, far from being a 
national liberation movement 
deserving global backing, was 
emerging as an organization 
that had no problem linking 
itself to the terrorist network 
Iran had established across the 

Middle East and Africa. What 
would the Western powers do? 
They did not have to send their 
air forces to North Africa. But 
they could deny the Polisario 
their diplomatic goals.

After Syria hosted Iranian 
proxy forces in large numbers, 
the United States issued a proc-
lamation in March 2019 recog-
nizing Israeli sovereignty over 
the Golan Heights. After the 
Polisario decided to work with 
Iran, an equivalent move of rec-
ognizing Moroccan sovereignty 
over the Western Sahara made 
perfect sense. It was extremely 
important to send a message to 
other players as well.

It was a strategy that was 

working. Already Bahrain, 
Jordan and the UAE had spoken 
about opening up a Moroccan 
consulate on the territory of the 
Western Sahara. South Africa’s 
president, Cyril Ramaphosa, 
distanced his country from 
Polisario claims. It was signifi-
cant given the fact that South 
Africa, besides being the most 
powerful country in Africa, 
also held the presidency of the 
African Union. If the United 
States wished to reinforce politi-
cal moderation across the region 
and weaken the axis of extrem-
ism then reinforcing Morocco’s 
position on the Sahara issue was 
a wise approach to follow. That 
logic helped lead to the birth of 
the Moroccan Sahara.

The connection between 
peacemaking efforts now being 
pursued by Israel and Morocco 
and the situation in the Western 
Sahara is not complicated. When 
the voices of Arab moderation 
are secured, peace can become 
a reality. But if Iran enters undis-
turbed, then any peace can be 
undermined. The resolve of the 
United States and its allies can 
make all the difference in setting 
the stage for a new era in the 
Middle East.

Dore Gold is the former 
Israeli ambassador to the United 
Nations and the current presi-
dent of the Jerusalem Center for 
Public Affairs.

Photo: Paulo Nunes dos santos 
Polisario fighters inside the Western Sahara.

The makings of America’s recognition of the Moroccan Sahara

By David Brinn

JERUSALEM – Back in 
April, the world watched Israel 
when its first severe lockdown 
in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic caused the rate of 

infection to 
plummet to 
nearly zero. 
N o r m a l l y 
unruly and 
fiercely indi-
vidualistic, 

Israelis adhered to the regula-
tions and banded together for 
the common good (and because 
most of us were scared to death 
of contracting the virus).

But just as quickly, upon 
being released from lockdown 
in May, within a relatively short 
time we again made headlines 
of a more dubious nature. Seems 
like there’s only a certain amount 
of discipline we can maintain. 
Between massive weddings in 
the Arab and ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish sectors, anti-Bibi pro-
tests, and leisurely beach and 
café activities by everyone else, 
Israel quickly became a spring 
break country gone wild. In 
no time, we were number one 
globally in the rate of COVID-19 
infection.

Just when it seemed like we 
had earned our longstanding 
reputation as undisciplined and 
anti-authoritarian, along comes 
the COVID-19 vaccine. Now 
once again Israel is leading the 
world – this time in vaccinating 
a larger share of its population 
against the novel coronavirus 
than any other country in the 
world.

According to Health Minister 
Yuli Edelstein, Israel rocked 
because “We were prepared on 
time, signed on time with the 
leading companies, and con-
vinced them that if they gave 
us the vaccine, the health funds 

would know how to administer 
it in a very short time. That is 
exactly what is happening.”

With socialized medicine 
in place, Israel’s major health 
funds sprang into action and 
within days of receiving the vac-
cines, health providers and at-
risk members of the population 
received orderly text or email 
invitations to make an appoint-
ment for a vaccine.

It was the message that we’ve 
all been waiting and praying for 
over the last 10 months. It was 
one of the first times that being 

over 60 years old was paying off.
How many times this year 

have we ended a conversation 
about going to a movie, eat-
ing out at a restaurant, visiting 
friends and family, or planning 
to travel abroad with the distant 
hope “once there’s a vaccine ... ”

Although my wife decided 
to wait a few days, acting cau-
tiously to check how those vac-
cinated were faring, I quickly 
responded to my invitation and 
after a 25-minute wait listen-
ing to a phone recording, I had 
my appointment for an inocula-

tion three days later, as well as 
the follow-up appointment for 
the second jab three weeks after 
that.

Friends and family in New 
England couldn’t mask their 
envy, with some admitting 
that they were unlikely to be 
in the same situation as me for 
months. Some Israelis living in 
the U.S. were even considering 
flying back just to get their vac-
cinations.

On the big day, I girded myself 
for a major balagan as we call 
it here – a rowdy scene con-
sisting of people who invented 
the concept of not standing in 
lines. Then, I remembered that 
everyone else showing up for 
the vaccine would also be over 
60. We were too tired of the last 
10 months to make much of a 
scene, and the way things were 
set up removed the need for any 
agitation.

Getting the first coronavirus 
vaccination proved to be pain-
less, both figuratively and liter-
ally. The massive lobby of the 
basketball stadium, Pais Arena 
Jerusalem, had been converted 
into an efficient inoculation 
clinic. Everything was orderly, 
even subdued, as if we were so 
fed up with the last year of our 
lives, it wasn’t worth bickering 
or cutting in line to save a few 
minutes.

Despite seeing some 50 
patients ahead of me, the num-
bers moved briskly – at least two 
a minute – so within a half-hour, 
I was sitting behind a screen and 
raising my right arm to expose 
a shoulder that was expertly 
injected by a nurse with a pleas-
ant demeanor and a formidable 
needle whose bark was worse 
than its bite.

Some 10 months after COVID-
19 unceremoniously entered 
uninvited into our lives, the first 
steps to lessen its impact were 

administered. And it felt great. 
Finally, we were being proac-
tive and starting a process that 
should ultimately enable the 
world – and our normal daily 
routines – to open up again.

Walking out of the arena after 
being vaccinated felt like an 
accomplishment. And in spite 
of the facts that social distanc-
ing compliance would continue, 
I adopted a confident gait like 
I had suddenly gained a force 
field around me that made me 
immune to the virus that is still 
spreading throughout the gen-
eral Israeli population.

It is spreading with fury at the 
time of this writing: more than 
6,000 cases reported on Jan. 2 
out of a total of 439,000 since 
the scourge began. It has taken 
nearly 3,500 lives. 

Paradoxically, as Israel has 
passed the 1 million vaccinated 
mark (out of a 9 million popu-
lation), it’s almost certain that 
we’re headed back into a total 
lockdown for a minimum of two 
weeks.

Will Israelis, now that they’ve 
seen the elixir that can fix this 
maddening situation, agree to 
follow the social distancing and 
lockdown directives one more 
time? It will be interesting to see 
if Israel remains in the headlines 
for doing something the best in 
the world, or the worst. It could 
go either way.

David Brinn grew up in 
Maine and is the managing  
editor of the Jerusalem Post. 

Letter 
from 
Israel

Israel’s on top of the world – when it comes to COVID vaccinations

Photo: Debi Rubin
“Getting the first coronavirus vaccination proved to be painless, 
both figuratively and literally,” writes David Brinn.  

Friends and family  
in New England  
couldn’t mask  

their envy.
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By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

MARBLEHEAD – More than 
a dozen teens from the North 
Shore and throughout the 
region – and some from as far 
away as Virginia – have formed 
a Teen Antisemitism Task Force 
to inspire and educate others.

The teens are doing so at 
a time when reports of anti-
Semitic incidents are on the 
rise. The FBI’s most recent Hate 
Crime Statistics report showed a 
7 percent increase in religious-
based hate crimes in 2019, with 
63 percent of the total directed 
at Jewish people and institu-
tions.

Lucy New and Sofia Vatnik, 
both 17-year-old juniors at 
Marblehead High, are cochair-
ing the new task force, which 
was formed following a discus-
sion about anti-Semitism this 
past fall as part of the Lappin 
Foundation’s Teen Fellows pro-
gram, said Deborah Coltin, 
executive director of the Salem-
based foundation.  

After the meeting, Coltin 
said New came to her and 
asked: “How do you get people 
involved? How do you get peo-
ple to care?” New cited Black 
Lives Matter as an example of a 
large movement, and she asked 
how that energy could be har-
nessed to fight anti-Semitism.

“There’s a lot of talk about 
anti-Semitism,” Vatnik said. “I 
honestly haven’t seen anything 
that’s, like, ‘Let’s do something 
about it.’”  

New said the task force is 
made up of about 15 teens from 
the North Shore, Greater Boston. 
and MetroWest along with three 
siblings from Virginia. Teens of 
all backgrounds and faiths are 

welcome to join, Coltin said.
New said there was no one 

event that triggered the for-
mation of the task force, but a 
series of “culminating events,” 
including the discovery of boul-
ders tagged with racist and anti-
Semitic graffiti at Preston Beach 
in Swampscott and Marblehead 
on Sept. 2, an incident police 
are still investigating. 

“And that’s the beach that I 
go to every day in the summer, 
so it’s kind of crazy to me to 
think it’s happening right there, 
in my hometown,” said New, 
who attends Temple Emanu-El 
in Marblehead, where she is a 
student leader in the religious 
school. She has attended Camp 
Tel Noar in New Hampshire and 
plans to study abroad for two 
months at a high school in Israel 
starting in a couple of weeks. 
In addition, she and Vatnik are 
involved with the Jewish Teen 
Initiative of Greater Boston. 

Both New and Vatnik said 
they have not experienced anti-
Semitism from their friends. 

“I think living in Marblehead, 

there’s a really good Jewish com-
munity here, that a lot of my 
friends just understand Judaism 
and respect it,” New said. 

Vatnik, who attends Temple 
Sinai in Marblehead and would 
like to work at Camp Tevya 
in New Hampshire this com-
ing summer, said she has not 
encountered anti-Semitism so 
much as the need to educate 
distant family members and 
friends who are Jewish about 
the importance of Israel and 
understanding the Holocaust.

In just the past few weeks, 
Vatnik said task force mem-
bers have gotten to work and 
emailed officials in 30 commu-
nities on the North Shore and 
a few in Virginia asking them to 
proclaim Jan. 27 International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day 
on the 76th anniversary of the 
liberation of the Auschwitz 
death camp. (That day, the 
Lappin Foundation is plan-
ning to hold a commemora-
tion on Zoom at 7:30 p.m. with 
Holocaust survivor and author 
Judith H. Sherman, her daugh-

ter, and her granddaughter. 
More information can be found 
at lappinfoundation.org.)

So far, the teens have received 
responses back from leaders 
in Amesbury, Danvers, Essex, 
Salem, and Lynchburg, Virginia. 

“In Salem, we strive to be a 
welcoming and inclusive com-
munity, working with com-
munity partners like Salem’s 
No Place for Hate Committee, 
the ADL, our new Race Equity 
Task Force, and others to edu-
cate and advocate toward this 
goal,” said Mayor Kim Driscoll 
in an email. Driscoll is plan-
ning to issue the proclama-
tion. “Salem especially knows 
the importance of learning and 
understanding the critical les-
sons from history and how they 
should shape and inform our 
decisions and actions today,” 
the mayor said.

Amesbury Mayor Kassandra 
Gove emailed New that she 
planned to bring the proclama-
tion request to the attention 
of the city’s new Equity and 
Inclusion Design Team.

“There are many events and 
experiences that are worthy of 
recognition and declaration,” 
Gove emailed New. “I’d like 
to see more of a conversation 
around them and real engage-
ment opportunities for our 
community. You’ve given us one 
to think about.”

Danvers Town Manager Steve 
Bartha said in an email he had 
spoken with a task force mem-
ber, and said in an interview he 
personally would endorse the 
proclamation “right now.” 

However, he said the request 
came in too late to place it on the 
Select Board’s agenda in time 
for Jan. 27 because it needs to go 
before the town’s Human Rights 

and Inclusion Committee first 
for its recommendation.

“We discussed the possibility 
that a favorable recommenda-
tion there could then go to the 
Select Board,” Bartha said.  

In addition, Alayah 
Henderson, a task force mem-
ber who lives in Lynchburg, 
Virginia, said in an email the 
mayor of her city, MaryJane 
Dolan, is going to read their 
proclamation at the next City 
Council meeting on Jan. 12.

Coltin said Peabody Mayor 
Ted Bettencourt set an example 
last year with a proclamation 
timed to coincide with the 75th 
anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz. The students used 
this proclamation as a template 
for other communities to follow. 

“By observing International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day in 
Peabody, our community vows 
to always remember the terri-
ble events of the Holocaust and 
to fight against anti-Semitism 
whenever it rears its ugly head,” 
Bettencourt said in a state-
ment. “The annual commemo-
ration also provides an oppor-
tunity to educate our young 
people about the Holocaust so 
they can remain vigilant against 
hatred and persecution and 
help prevent future genocides.”

The task force is also working 
to advertise a communitywide 
Zoom event being organized by 
the Lappin Foundation featur-
ing a talk on Jan. 31 at 11 a.m. 
by Christian Picciolini, a former 
neo-Nazi and white suprema-
cist who is now dedicated to 
fighting racism.  

“If a lot of kids attend this 
Zoom,” Vatnik said, “it will edu-
cate them about what’s it’s like, 
and they will get the correct 
information.” 

Teen task force gears up to tackle anti-Semitism

Lucy New, left, and Sofia Vatnik, right, both juniors at Marblehead 
High, are cochairs of a new Teen Antisemitism Task Force. 
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By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

MARBLEHEAD –  Jason Garry, the 
Jewish Community Center of the North 
Shore’s facilities director, has been drawn 
to fixing things for most of his life.  

With the center’s maintenance staff 
underutilized because of the coronavirus 
pandemic and members shying away 
from using the center, the Beverly resi-
dent came up with the bright idea to cre-
ate a “Handyman Help at Home” service 
to keep workers busy.

Got a shed that needs to be built, a 
ceiling that needs to be patched, a room 
that needs to be painted, a basement 
that need to be cleaned out, or a door 
that needs to be removed? The center’s 
maintenance staff is now making house 
calls at $35 an hour.

The program may be just the right fix 
to help the center and Garry’s staff build a 
bridge to the new normal and allow some 
of them to avoid unemployment, he said.

Garry, 43, is a Beverly native and mar-
ried father of an 11-year-old son and a 
12-year-old daughter. And while he’s not 
Jewish, he has learned quite a bit about 
the faith since starting at the center eight 
years ago.

“I didn’t know what a sukkah was, you 
know, so now I do,” Garry laughed. “We 
build a beautiful one every year.”

After high school, Garry earned a 
degree from Salem State University in 
public relations, but his career path took 
him in a different direction. 

“If something is broken, I’m always 
drawn to fixing it,” he said. 

During college, he worked part time 
for Beverly contractor David Sabatini, 
learning the trade while earning a degree.

Also while at Salem State, he worked at 
the Enterprise Center, a business incuba-

tor on campus, doing PR and marketing 
for the Salem Trolley. However, he was 
also drawn to figuring out how the trol-
leys operate, and learning about their 
maintenance, repair, and design.

After college, Garry helped build hous-
es with Sabatini and also worked in facili-
ties maintenance for the North Shore 
Music Theatre in Beverly, where he met 
some famous people, including Willie 
Nelson and Kenny Rogers. He started his 
own small construction company, and 
after that, he helped maintain the Rose 
Kennedy Greenway in Boston.

Then, he spotted an ad for the facilities 
director’s job at the Jewish Community 
Center in Marblehead, which was closer 
to home and would reduce his commute.

With the JCC struggling to make ends 
meet during the pandemic, Garry pro-

posed the handyman program to execu-
tive director Marty Schneer and chief 
financial officer Tom Cheatham, who 
said he was “tickled” by the idea.

“First of all, it turns a dollar,” said 
Cheatham. “We are losing money every 
day, that is the reality.” He described 
the program as a “bright light” that has 
generated about $10,000 in gross receipts 
since its inception two months ago.

“I think it’s like helping yourself 
and helping the J at the same time,” 
Cheatham said.

Garry said there are about seven or 
eight workers who are part of the pro-
gram, four who work at the center. 

Garry also draws from subcontractors 
to help on jobs, and he does a lot of the 
work himself.

“We have a cleaning company that 

we use here, but there is also a couple 
of those guys that are capable of doing 
things. So, we pull those guys in as need-
ed and then we use our guys as needed,” 
Garry said.

“The greatest part is, in my opinion, 
is keeping our guys going during this 
time. Because, ultimately, when we get 
back to where we were, hopefully soon, 
these guys will keep their hours and stay 
employed by the center. If it wasn’t for 
this handyman operation, two out of the 
four guys that I talked about would have 
had hours cut or been laid off.”

One satisfied customer is Marlaine 
Potter, a Marblehead resident and JCCNS 
member. “I was very happy, from the 
get-go,” said Potter, who responded to an 
email promotion about the handyman 
program. Before Thanksgiving, Potter 
said she contacted Garry, who got back 
to her right away and came over to look at 
the job and provide her with an estimate. 

At the time, the case numbers for 
COVID-19 were going down. 

She said workers wore masks and 
practiced social distancing as they paint-
ed a bedroom and removed an extra door 
in the room. They installed drywall to 
cover the door opening, and installed 
baseboard trim on both sides of the new 
wall.

“Jason gave me an estimate and they 
stayed true to their estimate. They were 
great,” Potter said. 

Garry said after the pandemic is over, 
he hopes the handyman program will 
continue.

“If we need to hire a couple more guys 
to fill that need, that would be amazing, 
because we are putting more people on 
our staff and that means more growth 
and the economy is doing great and we’re 
doing great,” Garry said. 

If it’s broke, the JCC may be able to fix it

Photos: Ethan Forman/Journal Staff
Jason Garry helped create the JCC’s “Handyman Help at Home” service. 

By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON  – In the throes of a 
COVID-19 surge that has once 
again shuttered the doors of 
cultural institutions in Greater 
Boston, the Museum of Fine 
Arts took center stage in the 
global world of Judaica.

At a widely watched inter-
national Sotheby’s Judaica auc-
tion on Dec. 18 that included a 
treasure trove of objects owned 
by the legendary Jewish Sassoon 
family, the museum was the suc-
cessful bidder for a magnificent-
ly decorated, rare 18th-century 
Torah shield signed by the artist.

It is made of partially gilt 
silver, silver gilded with gold 
enamel, and stones, crafted by 
Elimelekh Tzoref of Stanislav, a 
Galician Jewish silversmith who 
engraved his signature and the 
year 1782 on the back.

The Torah shield was acquired 
by the MFA for $1,351,000, the 
leading sale from the Sassoon 
auction that earned $5 million, 
with 94 percent of its lots sold, 
according to Sotheby’s. 

The MFA also acquired a pair 
of rare 17th-century Dutch sil-
ver Torah finials and an Italian 
silver wine cup made around 
1830, marked by Israel Vitale, a 
Jewish silversmith, from a sepa-
rate Sotheby’s Judaica auction. 

The intricately crafted Dutch 
silver Torah finials – the ornate 
crowns that top the scroll’s han-
dles – are the earliest known 
Dutch pair, according to the 
MFA. They were purchased 
with funds donated by Rose-
Marie and Eijk van Otterloo, art 
collectors who lived for many 
years on the North Shore, in 
support of the MFA’s Center for 
Netherlandish Art.

Museum of Fine Arts obtains 
18th-century Torah shield 
for $1.35 million

continued on page 16

Photo: Sotheby’s
Parcel-gilt silver and enamel Torah shield, signed and dated in 
Hebrew by Elimelekh Tzoref of Stanislav, 1782. 
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By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

In this age when news chang-
es every second and songs are 
forgotten before they can be 
downloaded, a radio career of 
any length is something to be 
celebrated. That is why it is so 
fitting that Jordan Rich, star of 
WBZ’s “The Jordan Rich Show,” 
has written a book to celebrate 
50 years on the air. 

In the book, “ON AIR: My 
50-year Love Affair with Radio,” 
which was co-authored by Steve 
White, Rich reminisces about 
the radio heritage we in New 
England enjoy and recalls inter-
actions with heroes and col-
leagues like Larry Glick, David 
Brudnoy, Jerry Williams, Jess 
Cain, and Ron Della Chiesa. He 
also recounts some darker times 
in his life and how his listeners 
helped him persevere and get to 
the next gig.

“I struggled mightily for 
many months,” Rich admitted, 

“but having come through it and 
becoming better, I wanted to 
write about it to tell my story 
and to honor the people in it.”

Raised in Randolph, Rich 
recalled one of his first mean-
ingful public appearances being 
his bar mitzvah at the former 
Temple Beth Am in Randolph. 
In high school, Rich discovered 
theater and radio, and the com-
bination of being in front of peo-
ple and behind the microphone 
would become his calling.

“I absolutely fell in love with 
the stage,” Rich said, remember-
ing early performances in “The 
Music Man” and “Carousel.” 
“There was also a radio club 
in school that allowed us to 
record interviews with people 
at school.” It was when local 
station WJDA replayed the high 
school students’ segments on 
Sunday nights that Rich first 
heard his own rich baritone 
on the air. He was captivated 
enough by the idea of helping to 
share other people’s stories that 

he began to seriously consider 
broadcasting as a career.

“I realized that the chances of 
becoming a famous actor were 
slim,” Rich said, “and that the 
chances of becoming something 
on radio were less slim.” 

With that in mind, Rich 
applied to Curry College in 
Milton, where the college station 
allowed freshmen to get involved 
right away. Among the fellow 
students that he met during his 
first year was Ken Carberry, who 
has been his business partner at 
Chart Productions in Braintree 
for over 45 years.

“Chart Productions is an 
all-purpose house,” Rich said, 
noting that though they started 
doing commercials and voice-
over work, he and Carberry now 
help produce original broad-
cast segments and podcasts 
and even make some on their 
own, including Rich’s popular 
“Connoisseur’s Corner” and 
“Upside with Jordan” segments, 
both of which are heard on WBZ.

“People love the ‘Upside’ seg-
ments,” said Rich. “They’re only 
a minute, but it is good news 
and, every time I do one, I get a 
warm feeling knowing there is 
some good news and people tell 
me they want more and that I 
may have left the world a better, 
happier place.”

This desire for tikkun olam 
extends to hosting events for 
many charities and organiza-
tions – including the Vilna Shul, 
Jewish Family Service of 
Metrowest, and the Zakim 
Foundation – and donating pro-
ceeds from his book and his 
annual poem and recipe collec-
tions, efforts which have raised 
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars over the years for Boston 
Children’s Hospital. 

“I’m giving every penny I get 
from the book to [them],” he 
said.

Rich chose the hospital as a 
beneficiary because it has been a 
go-to organization for WBZ, and 
he “took it over” from legendary 
radio man Dave Maynard when 
Rich had a late-night talk show 
on the station.  

Rich recently ended a 20-year 
stint as a late-night host on WBZ, 
but he continues to produce and 
host two features on the station: 
“New England Weekend” on 
Saturday and Sunday mornings, 
and “Connoisseur’s Corner,” 
which discusses restaurants, 
wine, recipes, and more week-

days at noon.
“My life is pretty easy,” said 

the man who recounts a near 
fatal run-in at an electronics 
store, the loss of his wife of 31 
years, and a battle with depres-
sion in his otherwise fun and 
encouraging book. “It is a small 
gesture at best, but it is my way 
of saying I want to do what I can 
when I can.”

Even when sharing the 
more difficult stories of life, 
Rich always comes out smiling, 
knowing that he has learned 
from and hopefully been able to 
support the people with whom 
he speaks.

“I told them they helped 
me and they told me I helped 
them,” he said.

And while he admitted it has 
been a thrill to discuss life with 
the likes of Madeleine Albright, 
Ed Asner, Theodore Bikel, 
Kirk Douglas, Leonard Nimoy, 
William Shatner, Carl Reiner, 
and Joan Rivers, Rich said some 
of the most profound discus-
sions he has had have been with 
listeners and other people in the 
neighborhood.

“There are many more peo-
ple I have yet to meet,” he said, 
“and many more stories I want 
to share.”

Radio personality Jordan Rich continues to air tikkun olam

WBZ’s Jordan Rich has written a book, “ON AIR: My 50-year Love 
Affair with Radio.”

Three years ago, 500 ambi-
tious cadets entered the very 
prestigious Israeli Air Force (IAF) 
pilot course. Late last month, 
only 39 graduated in a special 
ceremony on the Hatzerim 
Airbase in the Negev, near Be’er 
Sheva. Among the graduates 
was Boston-native Lt. O (21), 
one of only two women graduat-
ing from the course this year. Lt. 
O is the first American woman 
to graduate from the IAF’s pilot 
course and will serve as an Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF) flight engi-
neer. Lt. O is a member of a 
small group of women who have 
completed the IAF pilot course. 
Women have only gained access 
to this prestigious IAF course in 
the last 25 years.

Lt. O, who serves as a “Lone 
Soldier,” one who joins the 
IDF with no immediate fam-
ily in Israel, is the daughter of 
a Friends of the Israel Defense 
Forces (FIDF) New England 
employee. FIDF provides guid-
ance and support to Lone 
Soldiers from all over the world, 
including flights to visit family 
and friends in their countries 
of origin; a 24-hour call cen-
ter for soldiers and their par-

ents; grants and financial assis-
tance; holiday gift packages and 
vouchers; Shabbat and holiday 
meals; social networks and 
gatherings for soldiers and par-
ents; post-service scholarships 
to those eligible; fun and recre-
ation days; and soldiers’ homes 
throughout Israel. Currently, 
about 1,000 Lone Soldiers from 
the United States are serving in 
the IDF.

Like her older sister, Lt. O 
graduated from Brookline High 
School a year early. After a short 
gap year at 17, in which she 
backpacked through Central 
America, she went to Israel and 
took the IAF’s qualifying exams. 
Lt. O’s father was a fighter navi-
gator in the IAF.

“In addition to making his-
tory, it’s important to remember 
that Lt. O was not obligated to 
serve in the IDF but chose to 
become a Lone Soldier in order 
to protect Israel. Lt. O dem-
onstrates how one person can 
secure a future for the broader 
Jewish community. From all of us 
in Boston, Mazel Tov and thank 
you – we are so proud!” said 
FIDF New England Executive 
Director Luba Loewenberg.

Brookline native becomes first 
American woman to graduate 
from the IAF’s pilot course

Photo: IAF 
“Lt. O,” a Brookine native, is the first American woman to graduate 
from the IAF’s pilot course. 

“Every time I do [the 
‘Upside’ segments], 
I get a warm feeling 

knowing there is some 
good news and people 
tell me they want more 

and that I may have 
left the world a better, 

happier place.”



By Bette Keva
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

MARBLEHEAD – Latvian-
born Eugene Levin says he is 
not a filmmaker, but long ago 
his grandfather planted a mem-
ory inside of him that began to 
tremble and come to life the 
day he met Marblehead film-
maker Jeff Hoffman.

As a child growing up in 
Latvia, Levin listened to his 
grandfather, Mozus Berkovich, 
relate stories about the war. 
He once videotaped the then 
80-year-old sitting in an arm-
chair speaking of the day his 
favorite teacher led a mob of 
Latvian citizens into Akniste 
– where the Berkovich family 
lived – that systematically shot 
and tossed into ditches the 
Jewish residents they killed. 

In the video, Berkovich 
stares straight ahead and with 
his open palm, he gently pats 
his heart while relating how 
his teacher led the killing of 
175 Jews, including 19 mem-
bers of the Berkovich family, 
in July 1941. Mozus Berkovich 
managed to live because he 
was away at dentistry school, 
and his father – who sensed 
something horrific was about 
to occur – told him not to come 
home. 

Mozus Berkovich spent his 
final years living in Newton. He 
died in 2013 at the age of 92.

Later in 1941 – at the end 
of November and into the first 
of December – 24,000 Latvian 
Jews and 1,000 German Jews 
were transported by train to be 
shot and buried in the Rumbula 
forest in what has been called 
the biggest Holocaust atrocity 
until the operation of the death 
camps.

When Hoffman and Levin 
met, the two soon realized they 
have similar roots with their 
ancestors coming from Latvia 
and Lithuania. As they got to 
know one another, they realized 
that this piece of the Holocaust 
– where compliant neighbors, 
and not the Nazis, did the Third 
Reich’s work in order to curry 
favor with them. The Akniste 
neighbors erected a sign in the 
town proclaiming it “Judenfrei” 
(free of Jews) to greet the Nazis 
when they arrived. 

The result of Hoffman and 
Levin’s collaboration are two 
documentary films, “Baltic 
Truth” and “Unsung Heroes.”  
The first is shot on location in 
Latvia, Belarus, and Lithuania 
and relates the story – with first-
person interviews – of the 1941 

Akniste massacre. 
The film’s narrator is inter-

nationally known Israeli can-
tor and stage performer Dudu 
Fisher who, like the filmmakers, 
has roots in those Baltic states. 
All three have an unquenched 
need to tell the world the truth 
of what happened. The three 
men bonded this past October 
while shooting for several 
weeks in Riga, near where the 
Rumbula mass killing occurred.  

“We’re working with English, 
Russian, Latvian, and Hebrew 
languages,” said Levin. “The 
scripts had to be translated and 
subtitles written.” It was com-
plicated, said the multilingual 
Levin, who lives in Dover. 

“That together with COVID, 
travel restrictions, and get-
ting Dudu Fisher from Israel 
to Frankfort and then the 
Baltics was challenging,” added 
Hoffman. 

When they pulled it off suc-
cessfully, Fisher, an observant 
Jew, said, “This was an act of 
God.”  Five days after they left 
Latvia, the government closed 
the border with Lithuania 
because of the pandemic.

“We went to the actual kill-

ing fields in the cities and the 
countryside 70 years later. We 
were in the same places where 
it happened,” said Levin. 

“One of our initiatives was 
to bring firsthand partici-
pants like  Elly Gotz, [born in 
Kovno, Lithuania in 1928,] to 
speak to thousands of students 
in Newton, Marblehead, and 
in New Hampshire where we 
showed the trailer,” said Levin. 
“In Newton, Elly got a standing 
ovation. You know we’re con-
necting to those high school 
students. But now COVID has 
set us back. You can’t promote a 
film of this kind except through 
in-person talks.”

Young people are the tar-
get audiences for both films. 
The filmmakers are focused on 
showing this part of the his-
tory of the Holocaust to the 
upcoming generation so they 
will be educated, especially 
when embarking on college 
careers where there has been 
an increase in anti-Israel and 
BDS activity on campuses. 

If “Baltic Truth” depicts the 
dark side of humanity, the sec-
ond film, “Unsung Heroes,” 
illustrates the opposite. 

“The unlikely heroes are 
Jewish war veterans who, as 
18- and 19-year-old kids from 
48 countries, helped create the 
State of Israel,” said Hoffman.  

“Finally a country you could 
go to where you didn’t have 
to be put in a ghetto, didn’t 
have to wear a yellow star. 
These two films are most effec-
tive when seen together. Kids 
need heroes. That’s what this is 
about. Nobody has done what 
Eugene and I are doing here.” 

“Unsung Heroes,” includes 
an original musical score that 
Fisher sings. It originated from 
a song a Latvian teen composed 
during that period. It has never 
before been recorded. 

Levin and Hoffman are dis-
appointed there has been a lack 
of contributions for the making 
of the film. They have raised 
only a fraction of the $350,000 

needed to complete both films, 
with the pair of them covering 
most of the costs themselves, 
including three trips to shoot 
on site in Europe. Complicated 
and stalled by COVID and 
finances, nevertheless the film-
makers insist they will complete 
the work. 

With more donations to their 
nonprofit, they will need sever-
al months to finish. They want 
to begin showing the films to 
live audiences by the summer 
of 2021, when they hope the 
pandemic is under control. 

To watch the trailer for 
“Baltic Truth” or to donate, go 
to baltictruth.com.

For more information on 
“Unlikely Heroes,” visit fund-
myfilm.org/documentary-films/
unlikely-heroes-the-men-wom-
en-who-saved-israel/.
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Marblehead filmmaker works to show 
hidden secrets of the Holocaust

Photos: Eugene Levin
Dudu Fisher being filmed at the Rumbula Forest Memorial in Latvia, where 25,000 Jews were murdered in the space of two days. At right, Eugene Levin with Rabbi Menachem 
Barkahan, director of the Riga Ghetto Museum.  
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Today in Israeli History
JAN. 8, 1978

Hadassah leader 
Rose Halprin dies

Rose Luria 
Halprin, a two-
time national pres-
ident of Hadassah 
who held numer-
ous leadership 
positions in the 
Jewish Agency 
during the British 
Mandate, dies in 
New York at age 83. 
A New York native, 
she led Hadassah 
from 1932 to 1934 
and from 1947 to 
1952 and served 
as a liaison to the 
Hadassah Medical Organization while living in 
Jerusalem during the construction of the Mount 
Scopus hospital in the late 1930s.

JAN. 9, 1952

Israel accepts 
German reparations

The Knesset ends three days of debate by vot-
ing 61-50 to accept more than $800 million in 
Holocaust reparations over 14 years from the West 
German government. The decision, opposed 
by Menachem Begin and his Herut party as an 
acceptance of blood money, sparks protests and 
rioting. But after the arrangements are formalized 
in an agreement eight months later, the payments 
prove vital to Israel’s struggling economy.

JAN. 10, 1996

King Hussein makes 
first public trip to Tel Aviv 

Jordan’s King Hussein makes his much-antici-
pated first public visit to Israel nearly 15 months 
after signing a peace treaty with Israel. The king 
co-pilots an army helicopter to Sde Dov, then he 
and Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres drive to 
Tel Aviv’s Ichilov Hospital to see two Jordanian sol-
diers receiving treatment. The king, who secretly 
visited in 1977, also stops at the Defense Ministry 
and at Beit Gavriel on the Sea of Galilee.

JAN. 11, 1929

Gen. Rafael Eitan is born

Rafael Eitan, the 11th chief of staff of the Israel 
Defense Forces, is born in Tel Adashim. He joins 
the elite Palmach at age 16. As a paratrooper and 
pilot, he is wounded four times in wars before 

Rose Luria Halprin was 
educated at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, Hun-
ter College and Columbia 
University in New York.

Israel State Archives
Menachem Begin speaks at a rally against accept-
ing German reparations in 1952.

Photo: Moshe Milner, Israeli Government Press Office
Jordan’s King Hussein visits a Jordanian soldier 
being treated at Tel Aviv’s Ichilov Hospital on Jan. 
10, 1996.

Photo: Ya’acov Sa’ar, Israeli Government Press Office
Defense Minister Ezer Weizman (left) and Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin pin the appropriate 
insignia on the new IDF chief of staff, Rafael Eitan, 
on April 16, 1978.

reaching the rank of lieutenant general as the chief of staff in 1978. 
He champions army programs to help underprivileged youths 
integrate in Israeli society. His career ends in 1983 amid the contro-
versy over the Sabra and Shatila massacres in Lebanon.

JAN. 12, 1981

Bedouin Knesset member 
is assassinated

Hamad Abu-Rabia, the first Bedouin to serve in the Knesset, 
is fatally shot at age 51 in his car outside the Holy Land Hotel in 
Jerusalem, where he stays while the parliament is meeting. It is the 
first assassination of a Knesset member. The culprits are the sons 
of a Druze political rival, Jabr Muadi, who is blocked from return-
ing to the Knesset when Abu-Rabia refuses to surrender the only 
seat won by the United Arab List in 1979.

JAN. 13, 1922

Zionist leader 
meets with Harding

Nahum Sokolow, the presi-
dent of the World Zionist 
Congress’ Executive Committee, 
meets with U.S. President 
Warren Harding for nearly an 
hour during a tour to raise 
money for Jewish settlement 
in Palestine. Sokolow briefs 
Harding on the hardships and 
persecution faced by European 
Jews and progress on the 
Zionist enterprise. Sokolow’s 
son Florian says Harding offers 
sympathy toward Zionism and 
promises U.S. government sup-
port.

JAN. 14, 2018

Netanyahu visits India

Benjamin Netanyahu pays the first state visit to India by an 
Israeli prime minister in more than 15 years, reciprocating a trip 
to Israel by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in mid-2017. 
Netanyahu meets with government, military and business leaders 
to continue expanding bilateral trade, which has grown more than 
20 times since the two countries normalized relations in 1992. He 
also visits India’s small Jewish community.

Items are provided by the Center for Israel Education 
(israeled.org), where you can find more details. 

Photo: Moshe Milner, Israeli Government Press Office
Knesset members Hamad Abu-Rabia and Moshe Dayan sit side by 
side during the Knesset debate over an interim disengagement 
agreement with Egypt in September 1975.

Nahum Sokolow, shown in 1929, 
met with President Warren 
Harding for almost an hour 
Jan. 13, 1922, and received 
assurances of U.S. backing for 
Zionism.

Photo: Haim Zach, Israeli Government Press Office
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu sees off his Indian coun-
terpart, Narendra Modi, at Ben Gurion Airport in July 2017. Six 
months later, Netanyahu paid a return visit to India.
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By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

My beautiful cousin, Julia 
Forman, died from a brain aneu-
rism on Dec. 1 in New York City. 
She was just 34.

She died a little over a year 
after she was married in one of 
the most memorable weddings 
I have ever attended, at a yacht 
club along the East River. For 
me, her wedding traces a series 
of family gatherings dating back 
to the late 1970s.

Julia’s aunt, Dr. Amy (Forman) 
Taub, says Julia was a genuine 
soul, the kind of person you 
would have to get to know one-
on-one. She loved dance, acting, 
and the performing arts, but she 
was also someone who had to 
overcome her share of obstacles. 
Her father, my first cousin, Dr. 
Herbert Forman, died at age 53 
from colon cancer when Julia 
was just 16. 

Julia and I were not close –
both in terms of age (I’m 20 
years older) and location – but 
we were not strangers, either. 
I grew up in Revere and live in 
Swampscott, and Julia and her 
older brother, Josh, grew up on 
the North Side of Chicago. She 
was the granddaughter of my 
beloved late Uncle Max, my late 
father’s brother, and my beloved 
late Aunt Martha.

Dr. Max Forman was a well-
regarded psychiatrist who spe-
cialized in parental loss (his 
mother – my grandmother 
– died in child birth when he 
was young). Max grew up and 
was close with my late father, 
Hyman, in a large family in 
Revere.

After World War II, Max and 
Martha settled in Chicago as Max 
was assigned to the University of 
Illinois Medical School through 
the GI Bill, which paid college 
costs for returning veterans. 
Also, Max’s chosen field of psy-
choanalysis was more robust in 
Chicago than in San Francisco, 
where he met Martha when he 
was stationed there while serv-
ing in the Navy.

After growing up in the 
Chicago area, Julia eventually 
put down roots in New York City, 
where she earned a master’s 
degree in education and social 

policy from New York University. 
She was considered a “ris-

ing star” in education policy, 
becoming deputy director for 
career readiness at New Visions 
for Public Schools, which works 
to improve education for New 
York City’s highest need stu-
dents. New Visions leaders 
described Julia as “a fierce advo-
cate for underserved students.” 
The group is establishing a 
scholarship in her name. 

She served as a govern-
ment relations co-chair on the 
New York State Association for 
College Admission Counseling 
Executive Board, and legislative 
sessions co-chair on the asso-
ciation’s Conference Steering 
Committee, work for which she 
and her co-chair won the Rising 
Star Award in 2020.  

I got to know Julia’s broth-
er, Josh, over the years after he 
came east to attend Harvard, 
and who now lives with his wife 
and two young daughters in 
Winchester.

Today, Julia’s mother, 
Patricia Forman Powell, lives in 
Wakefield with her husband, but 
I first met Pat in 1979, when the 
entire Forman clan descended 
on Chicago for her wedding to 
cousin Herb, which coincided 
with a blizzard that shut down 

O’Hare Airport for a couple of 
days. I missed two days of school 
before we could get a flight out, 
but it wasn’t that bad for this 
seventh-grader.

We stayed in the Ambassador 
East hotel (now the Ambassador 
Chicago), in which was located 
the swanky restaurant called 
The Pump Room, where Frank 
Sinatra and Marilyn Monroe 
once dined, and where the wait-
ers would fill your water glass if 
you glanced at it the wrong way. 
I dined on filet mignon for three 
nights in a row.

Fast forward to Sept. 1, 2019, 
when we attended another joy-
ous and memorable Chicago 
wedding, that of Amy Taub’s son, 
Zachary, and his bride, Hannah. 
That’s where we met up with 
Julia and her fiancé, John Latella, 
about a month before their mar-
riage.

In fact, the Taubs had booked 
the wedding party into the very 
same hotel where Pat and Herb’s 
snowbound wedding took place 
41 years ago.

The next day, we all said 
our “goodbyes” in Chicago and 
looked forward to meeting up at 
Julia and John’s wedding in New 
York City in a little over a month.

On Oct. 5, 2019, before the 
world shut down because of the 

coronavirus, my wife, Larisa, 
and I attended the wedding at 
The Water Club on 500 East 30th 
St.

It was a memorable wedding 
on many levels, including the 
stunning views of the East River 
at sunset. The couple was mar-
ried in a nondenominational 
ceremony by a New York judge 
who was a friend of John’s fam-
ily.

They were introduced with 
songs from musicals due to 
their love of theater and their 
dates to shows. Julia’s brother, 
Josh, walked the beautiful bride 
down the aisle. His daughters 
served as flower girls.

During the after-dinner 
speeches, in a nod to Julia’s 
Jewish family background on 
her father’s side, John’s mother, 
Roma, and father, John, sang 
and danced to a rendition of 
the wedding celebration song, 
“L’chaim,” from “Fiddler on the 
Roof.”

“To life, to life, l’chaim!” they 
sang. “L’chaim, l’chaim, to life!” 

After the wedding was over, 
my wife and I headed out into 
the cold to hail a cab, and there 
was John’s family. We compli-
mented his mother on their 
Tevye performance, and then, 
unable to hail a cab, Larisa and 
I walked over the highway in 
the freezing cold to catch one 
on the other side back to our 
hotel. 

We didn’t make it to the 
wedding brunch the next day, 
but chose to drive home to 
Massachusetts early. We figured 
with the couple living in New 
York City, we would see them 
again soon enough. We never 
thought the world would shut 
down due to a pandemic. And 
we certainly never thought that 
Julia’s wonderful, genuine and 
heartfelt wedding would be the 
last time we would ever see her 
smile. 

“To life, to life, l’chaim.”
The families are planning 

memorial services to Julia in 
New York and Chicago when 
they can safely do so. 

An appreciation of the life of Julia Forman

Julia Forman takes time out to smile with some of the children who 
attended her wedding including her nieces, Claire Forman, second 
from the right, and Evie Forman, right

AT YOUR SERVICE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

978-741-0424   www.A-AServices.com

Buy Local & Become Part Of The Family

WE HONOR ALL APPOINTMENTS • Chris & Barb Zorzy, Owners

Financing 
Available

★ Nationwide

BAY STATE  
WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Now carrying 

Ready Made Curtains 
Selected items 25% OFF

Custom Draperies, 

Blinds, Shades & More!

Free Estimates & Installation

86 Tremont Street, Peabody

baystatewindowfashions.com 1.800.CRANNEY • cranneyhomeservices.com

CRANNEY  HOME SERVICES
ElectricalHeatingPlumbing Cooling Drain Cleaning

Visit us today for all of your 
auto body repair needs. 

All insurance companies accepted! 
MARBLEHEAD
218 Beacon St.

781.631.2218 

marbleheadcollision.com 

SWAMPSCOTT 
 201 Essex St.

781.595.5300

swampscottcollision.com

Now providing free mobile estimates

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Additions • Decks

781-631-7555
www.precisionremodelingmhd.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
Small carpentry services • Quality work 
Licensed • Fully insured • Free estimate

10% OFF YOUR JOB
(mention this ad)

617-257-6155 • gagospainting.com  
gagospainting@hotmail.com

Julia Forman is photographed at her wedding on Oct. 5, 2019, along 
with her new husband, John Latella, far left; her nieces, Claire and 
Evie Forman, left to right, front row; her brother, Joshua Forman and 
his wife, Briana Cummings.



ASK ABOUT OUR PRE-PLANNING SAVINGS.
CREMATION OPTIONS AVAILABLE.
No synagogue or temple affiliation required.

polcemetery@gmail.com
(978) 594-4249 • www.prideoflynn.org

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
AND CHEVRA MISHNA
89 LAKE SHORE ROAD, LYNN, MA 01904

Serving Boston and the Greater North Shore  
Jewish and interfaith families since 1920.

Compassionate personalized service. Individual and  
multiple lots available with competitive pricing. 

ASK ABOUT OUR PRE-PLANNING SAVINGS.
TRADITIONAL BURIAL AND INURNMENT (CREMATION) AVAILABLE.

SERVING BOSTON AND THE GREATER NORTH SHORE JEWISH & INTERFAITH FAMILIES

Compassionate personalized service.
Individual and multiple lots available 

with competitive pricing.

Family-owned and operated since 1933

617-969-0800  |  800-554-2199
www.brezniakfuneraldirectors.com

1251 Washington Street, Newton, MA 02465

ALWAYS FAMILY-OWNED.  
ALWAYS BY YOUR SIDE. 

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS

NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING
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LEGACY
Honor your friend 
or loved one with 

a donation to 
the Jewish Journal.
Your gift supports 

the continuity of Jewish 
life in our communities.

The Jewish Journal prints 
brief notices for free, if space 
allows. Biographical sketches 
up to 200 words cost $100; 

longer submissions will 
be charged accordingly. 

Photographs cost $25 each; 
emailed photos should be 
sent as jpeg or tiff files. 

Submissions are subject to 
editing for style and space 

limitations. For further 
information, contact your 

local funeral home, or email 
andrew@jewishjournal.org.

LOTS 
AVAILABLE

TTS Cemetery
Rte 128N, Danvers

Low rates 
Traditional & Interfaith sections
PLAN AHEAD & ACT NOW!

Rates will increase Jan 2021
Contact

davemckenna50@comcast.net
489 Lowell Street, Peabody
978-535-2100  • www.templetiferetshalom.org

Have a happy and
healthy new year!

From our family to yours,

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Rabbi David Kudan
Music Director Bryna Toder Tabasky
Rachel Sharon, President

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Harriet (Myron) Abel, 
89, of Danvers, formerly of 
Swampscott, passed away on 
Dec. 26, 2020 at Salem Hospital 
after a brief illness. She was the 
beloved wife for 55 years of the 
late Fred Abel.  

Born in Brooklyn, New York 
in 1931, she graduated from 
Brooklyn College and then sold 
radio advertising in Manhattan 
until she married Fred in 1960.  
Harriet was a very involved 
member of Temple Israel (now 
Congregation Shirat Hayam) 
in Swampscott and the local 
Hadassah chapter, includ-
ing being a president of the 
Sisterhood and of Hadassah.  

She created beautiful nee-
dlepoint wall hangings and 
crocheted afghans, and was 
skilled at crossword puzzles and 
Sudoku. She will be remem-
bered for her strong intellect, 

positive attitude, caring ways 
and deep friendships.

Harriet is survived by her chil-
dren Lois Cappellano and her 
husband Paul of Longmeadow, 
and Barry Abel of Cambridge; 
her sister Marilyn Cutler of 
Hillsboro Beach, Florida; and 
many nieces and nephews. 

Due to the current pandem-
ic, Harriet’s funeral service and 
burial will be private. There will 
be no visiting hours. A memo-
rial service will be held at a 
later date when we can gath-
er together. In lieu of flowers, 
donations in Harriet’s memo-
ry may be made to a charity 
of your choice. Arrangements 
were handled by Torf Funeral 
Service, Chelsea. Visit torffu-
neralservice.com for the online 
guestbook and to share memo-
ries.

Harriet (Myron) Abel, 89, of Danvers, 
formerly of Swampscott

Paul Alan Feinstein 78, for-
merly of Swampscott and 
Marblehead, entered into eter-
nal rest on Dec. 30, 2020 peace-
fully, in the home of his daugh-
ter Rebecca, surrounded by his 
loving family.

Born in Brookline, Paul was 
a dedicated husband, father, 
grandfather and friend. He 
was a member of the National 
Guard, remaining on reserve 
for two years. He attended the 
University of Miami until trans-
ferring to Emerson College in 
Boston, where he graduated 
with a degree in communica-
tions. 

In 1966, he joined the family 
business and began his career 
in broadcast radio alongside 
his late father Theodore. In the 
late 70’s, Paul took ownership of 
Puritan Broadcasting, bringing 
the FM station to number one 
in Boston before selling to the 

Boston Phoenix franchise. 
After retiring from the radio 

industry, Paul worked as a sales 
representative for Prime Motor 
Group. He was an avid lover 
of golf, filling all his free time 
playing eighteen holes with his 
friends at Kernwood Country 
Club. 

Paul was a loving husband 
to his wife Annette for 51 years 
and cherished most, taking care 
of her while she battled cancer 
in the final years of her life. 
Paul was the son of the late 
Theodore and Faye Feinstein 
and is survived by his younger 
sister Lynda Bryson, her hus-
band Bobby and niece Emaly 
and husband Steven. He was 
the devoted father to his two 
daughters Rebecca Sontz and 
her husband Bradley, and Heidi 
Feinstein Wasserman and her 
husband Keith. He was the very 
proud Papa to his four grand-

children Sarah, Carly, Jack, and 
Lila.

Due to regulation imposed 
by the coronavirus pandemic, 
Paul’s services are private. In 
lieu of flowers, expressions 
of sympathy may be made in 
Paul’s memory to the American 
Cancer Society (cancer.org). 
Arrangements were handled 
by Stanetsky-Hymanson Mem-
orial Chapel, Salem. For more 
information or to register in 
the online guestbook, visit 
stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Paul A. Feinstein 78, formerly of Swampscott and Marblehead

Peter Frank Feldman, of 
Brookline, died on Dec. 31, 2020 
of cancer at the age of 45. 

Peter grew up in Swampscott 
and graduated from Clark 
University in Worcester. Peter 
loved to cook and he loved 
music. He was known to people 
as a kind soul, and was good to 
and sincere with everyone he 
met.

Peter worked at Spaulding 
Rehabilitation Hospital for 
many years and was a source 
of comfort to his patients and 
their families. 

Peter leaves behind his par-
ents Doris and Saul Feldman 
of Brookline, his sister and 
brother-in-law Valerie and 
Mark Dubnoff of Wynnewood, 
Pennsylvania, his sister Hettie 
Feldman of Brookline, and his 
nieces and nephew Anna, Julia 
and Micah of Wynnewood. 

A private graveside service 
was held on Jan. 4 at the Pride 
of Lynn cemetery in Lynn.  
Donations in Peter’s memory 
may be made to Temple Ohabei 
Shalom of Brookline.

Peter Frank Feldman, 
45, of Brookline
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HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

HOME HEALTH CARE

We understand how important it is  
to find the best quality care for a loved  
one needing assistance. Caring for our 

clients with personal attention and  
compassion is our highest priority.

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
Home Health Aides •  

Companion Services • 24-Hour Care • 
Respite Care • Special Care  
for Alzheimer’s & Dementia

For a FREE assessment or more information:

978-922-0745 or 800-281-0878

HOME HEALTH CARE

For ALL Your 
Home Care Needs!
D E  

H C  O  Y

781-598-2454  |  www.allcare.org

VNA
Hospice

Palliative Care
Private Services 

Complimentary Nursing Evaluation

ASSISTED LIVING  
AND MEMORY SUPPORT

Cohen Florence Levine  
Estates
617-887-0826

Florence & Chafetz  
Specialized Care
617-887-0826

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan 
Estates
978-532-4411

SHORT-TERM REHAB 
AND LONG-TERM CARE

Leonard Florence  
Center for Living
617-887-0001

Katzman Family Center  
for Living 
617-884-6766

Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick 
Center for Living
978-471-5100

chelseajewish.org

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Shapiro-Rudolph Adult Day Health Center  |  978-471-5180
Chelsea Jewish Aging Life Care  |  978-471-5153
Chelsea Jewish Hospice and Palliative Care  |  617-889-0779
Chelsea Jewish Visiting Nurse Agency  |  617-889-8744

SENIOR CARE

HEALTH 
SERVICES

To advertise  

in this Directory,  

call 

978-745-4111

CAREGIVER
Certified Male Home Health Aide 

12 years experience working with 
males. Available on the North Shore.

Known for flexibility, honesty and  
reliability. Reasonable rates.  

References available on request.

Call or text Dan (978) 828-2742

ORTHODONTIST

HOME CARE
The First Choice for  

Loving, Compassionate 
Home Care on the  

North Shore

781.691.5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

Specializing in Companionship, Meal Prep, Transportation, 
Bathing & Hygiene, Mobility & Toileting Assistance
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Sylvia Elinor (Levi) Gordon, 
of Peabody, passed away on 
Dec. 21, 2020, surrounded 
by her family at her home in 
Brooksby Village.

Sylvia leaves behind her son 
Stephen, her daughter Susan 
(Ed), and her two grandchildren 
Alexandra and Danielle. Sylvia 
was predeceased by her parents 
Alexander and Dorothy Levi.

Sylvia was born Sept. 28, 1934, 
in Cambridge. A graduate of the 
University of Michigan, Sylvia 
received her Master’s of Social 
Work from Simmons College. In 
1987, she became the first full-
time social worker at the Mass 
General’s Revere Health Center.  
Sylvia devoted her career to the 
care of immigrants and refugees 
from war-torn Cambodia. Sylvia 
approached her work with sen-
sitivity, expertise, and persis-
tence. In 2001, Sylvia received 
the Stephanie M. Macaluso 
Expertise in Clinical Practice 
Award from Mass General.

Sylvia was a lifetime lover 
of the theater, particularly 
Broadway musicals, and was 
a dedicated volunteer at the 

Marblehead Little Theatre and 
the North Shore Music Theatre.  
She enjoyed travel, music, read-
ing, and her family. 

Donations may be made to 
the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society (https://www.nation-
almssociety.org/Donate). Due 
to regulation imposed by the 
coronavirus pandemic, a pri-
vate graveside service will be 
held at Temple Israel Cemetery 
in Wakefield. Arrangements 
were handled by Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
Salem. Visit stanetskyhyman-
sonsalem.com.

Sylvia Elinor (Levi) Gordon, 86, of Peabody
Harriet D. (Kaplan) Hower, 

of Marblehead, passed away 
peacefully on Dec. 20, 2020. 
Harriet was 89. 

She was the wife of Gene K. 
Hower. Harriet was the mother 
of Michael Perlman (deceased) 
and Lisa Perlman Kaplan. 
Harriet’s passing is mourned by 
Gene, Lisa and her husband 
Alan, her granddog Teddy, and 
many, many friends.

Harriet was the owner of 
Contique women’s clothing 
store in Marblehead for over 30 
years. Her taste and style were 
always on trend and her many 
customers returned year after 
year because of this and the 
warm attention she paid to all 
who came in.

Harriet was an excellent 
cook and her Saturday evening 
suppers were the place to be for 
good food and laughter.

Gene and Harriet loved 
spending many long vacations 
in Saint Maarten and simply 
loved life together for over 40 
years. 

At the request of the fam-
ily and the COVID situation, 
funeral services will be private. 
In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association; to leave a message 
of condolence, please visit alz.
org. Arranegements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. Visit 
stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Harriet D. (Kaplan) Hower, 89, of Marblehead

Leslie West, best known as 
the guitarist and co-lead vocalist 
of hard rock founders Mountain, 
died on Dec. 23, 2020 due to 
cardiac arrest. West, who was in 
Palm Coast, Florida at the time 
of his passing, was 75.

Born Leslie Weinstein in New 
York City on Oct. 22, 1945, West 
grew up in New Jersey, Long 
Island and Queens, and first 
gained local recognition in the 
New York City metro area with 
the R&B-influenced Vagrants, 
who released a version of Otis 

Redding’s “Respect” in 1967.
In early 1969, West released 

his debut solo album, simply 
titled “Mountain,” recorded 
with Vagrants (and Cream) 
producer Felix Pappalardi on 
bass. Pappalardi and West sub-
sequently formed the band 
Mountain, and landed a gig at 
the Woodstock festival before 
most of the audience knew who 
they were.

The band’s original incarna-
tion saw West and Pappalardi 
sharing vocal duties and play-

ing guitar and bass, respective-
ly. New drummer Corky Laing 
joined the band shortly after 
Woodstock. They had success 
with “Mississippi Queen,” which 
reached No. 21 on the Billboard 
charts and No. 4 in Canada. It 
was followed by “Theme For an 
Imaginary Western,” written by 
Cream bassist Jack Bruce. 

Various drug and health 
problems dogged West for much 
of his career. Mountain is one of 
the bands considered to be fore-
runners of heavy metal.

Leslie West, guitarist and co-founder of Mountain, dead at 75

Leslie West



✶ EVENT PLANNING ✶

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

Consider us for your 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 

Weddings, Private Events, 
Special Occasions

978.744.5469 | SalemTrolley.com TheBostonJP.com | 978-836-9106

Justice of the Peace
“Your wedding done your way”

Attorney Todd Finn

To advertise, email Lois@jewishjournal.org, Marcy@jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111.

THE PERFECT VENUE 
FOR YOUR EVENT

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ

CONTACT US AT
781.207.9353

MARBLEHEAD, MA |  EPSTEINHILLEL.ORG |  781.639.2880

DATE: Tues. January 12, 2021  
TIME: 7:30 – 8:30 pm
PLACE: Via Zoom. Link 
provided upon registration.

RSVP: Mindee Greenberg at 
mgreenberg@epsteinhillel.org

This event is free and open 
to all families.

Is your child ready for kindergarten?
•  Hear from a panel of experienced educators and specialists 

and join an informative discussion facilitated by Head of 
Epstein Hillel School, Amy Gold. Time will be allotted for Q&A.

•  Our panelists will share information about recognizing 
the signs of kindergarten readiness and ways to help 
your child prepare for this important transition.  

Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL
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Upcoming

FRIDAY, JAN. 8
PJ LIBRARY REKINDLE 
SHABBAT, Virtual Sing-in Shabbat 
with musician Eliana Light, 5:30 p.m. 
Free program. When you join Rekindle 
Shabbat, your family receives: fully-
cooked Shabbat meals on Fridays, 
(March 5 and May 14); a Shabbat kit 
(for new families) stocked with Shabbat 
candles and candlesticks, challah cover, 
wine cup, tzedakah box; educational 
video about Shabbat home rituals. For 
more information contact Sharon Wyner 
at swyner@lappinfoundation.org or 
978-565-4450.

JLIVE ART: JEANETTE KUVIN 
OREN, 12 – 12:30  p.m. Presented 
by Jewish Arts Collaborative. Jeanette 
Kuvin Oren completed a master’s 
degree in public health and most of her 
Ph.D. in epidemiology before devoting 
herself full time to commissioned art 
and graphic design in 1984. Jeanette 
has created commissioned Judaic art 
for more than 400 synagogues, schools, 
community centers and camps around 
the world. Join Jeanette to learn 
more about her and her work. Free. 
jartsboston.secure.force.com/ticket/#/
instances/a0F4o000004HmvJEAS

SATURDAY, JAN. 9 
INTERACTIVE SHABBAT 
EXPERIENCE, 10 a.m. Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead and Lappin 
Foundation invite children pre-K and 
younger and their parents or caregivers 
to join other families for an interactive 
Shabbat expereince over Zoom. This 
program is free and open to all. Register 
and more info at lappinfoundation.org/
pj-library-programs.

MONDAY, JAN. 11 
WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB led 
by Bea Paul, 1:30 p.m. Bea will be 
discussing the following book “Wartime 
Sisters,” by Lynda Cohen. RSVP to Sara 
Ewing at sewing@jccns.com for Zoom 
link.

THURSDAY, JAN. 14 
SCHECHTER BOSTON 
VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE, 8 p.m. 
Schechter Boston invites parents with 
students of all ages to Virtual Open 
House. Check Schechter’s engaging, 
dynamic, happy, inspiring, thoughtful 
and elevating Jewish day school 
experience. To register for either event, 
please email info@ssdsboston.org.

FRIDAY, JAN. 15
HONORING THE LATE REV. DR. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR, 
7 p.m. Temple Emanu-El of Haverhill 
will host its annual Shabbat service 
honoring the late Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. virtually via Zoom and 
Facebook Live For more information, 
contact Nancy LaFleur at Nancy@
TempleEmanu-El.org or 978.373.3861.

SUNDAY, JAN. 17
TEL AVIV SCULPTURE TOUR 
ON ZOOM, 3 p.m. Join the Lappin 
Foundation for an awe-inspiring tour 
of the sculptures around Tel Aviv 
with Israeli tour guide Gadi Ben-Dov. 
Free. For more information, contact 
Susan Feinstein at 978-740-4431 or 
sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org. More 
info at lappinfoundation.org/2020/12/14/
tel-aviv-sculpture-tour.

MONDAY, JAN. 18
‘SAY THE NAME’ BOOK 
DISCUSSION, 6:30 p.m. Teens are 
invited to learn about the Holocaust at 
a special book discussion of “Say the 
Name,” by Judith H. Sherman, a first-

person account of life as a teen before 
and during the Holocaust. Sherman’s 
first-person account of life as a teen 
before and during the Holocaust. Free. 
Email jody@holocaustlegacyfoundation.
org for a free copy of the book, while 
supplies last.For more information 
contact Deborah Coltin at 978-740-4428 
or dcoltin@lappinfoundation.org.

TUESDAY, JAN. 19
SCHECHTER BOSTON 
VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE, 8 p.m. 
Schechter Boston invites parents of 
children who will be 15 months by 
September 1, 2021 through pre-K to 
check Schechter’s engaging, dynamic, 
thoughtful and elevating Jewish day 
school experience. To register for either 
event, please email info@ssdsboston.
org.

THURSDAY, JAN. 21 
SCHECHTER BOSTON: READY, 
SET, KINDERGARTEN! 8 – 9 
p.m. Schechter Boston invites families 
to an online meeting for parents of 
rising kindergartners to overview the 
kindergarten program, including the 
daily schedule and a chance to hear 
from members of the team. To register, 
email info@ssdsboston.org.

TUESDAY, JAN. 26
PJ LIBRARY TU B’SHEVAT 
STORYTIME, 10 a.m. Join us for 
stories with Debbie Coltin, executive 
director of the Lappin Foundation, 
and songs with Cantor Idan Irelander 
of Temple Emanuel of Andover. This 
program is free and everyone is 
welcome. More info and registration 
at: lappinfoundation.org/2020/12/16/
pj-library-tu-bshevat-storytime

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 27
INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 
COMMEMORATION, 7:30 
p.m. The community is invited to 
commemorate International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day with Human 
Connections in a Disconnected 
Universe, a three-generation family 
presentation featuring Judith H. 
Sherman, author, poet and Holocaust 
survivor. Free.For more information 
contact Susan Feinstein at 978-740-
4431 or sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.
org.

FRIDAY, JAN. 29
PJ LIBRARY TU B’SHEVAT 
PUPPET SHOW, 3 p.m. Children, 
ages 3-6, and their families are invited 
to a special PJ Library Tu B’Shevat 
puppet show with puppeteer Anna 
Sobel. In this magical show, set on a 
handmade dress that twirls as the year 
turns, each season has its own fairy 
that takes care of changing the natural 
world. Free and everyone is welcome.
For more information contact Sharon 
Wyner at 978-565-4450 or swyner@
lappinfoundation.org.

SUNDAY, JAN. 31 
AMY WACHS – HISTORY 
AND GEOGRAPHY – TOOLS 
FOR EASTERN EUROPEAN 
RESEARCH, 1:30-3:00 p.m. 
Presented by The Jewish Genealogical 
Society of Greater Boston. Amy Wachs 
will offer guidance in using the region’s 
historical events and geography to help 
fill in gaps and move past brick walls. 
Presentation will shows ways to identify 
ancestors, find the places where they 
lived, and trace their migrations. Cost: 
members free; non-members $5, 
Register at: www.jgsgb.org.



North Shore philanthro-
pists Julie Rainer Cummings 
of Swampscott and Steven 
Rosenthal of Marblehead have 
donated a combined $55,000 
to Danvers-based Northeast 
Arc, allowing the agency to 
provide year-end recogni-
tion to hundreds of Direct 
Support Professionals (DSPs) 
who worked with individu-
als diagnosed with COVID-19. 
These DSPs work in Northeast 
Arc’s 30-plus residential homes 
across the North Shore, provid-
ing 24/7/365 hands-on care 
for individuals with disabili-
ties. Throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic, Northeast Arc DSPs 
have worked tirelessly to sup-
port hundreds of individuals, 
and these holiday bonuses are 
in recognition of that effort.

“My family has been fortunate 
to be involved with Northeast Arc 
since its founding in the 1950s,” 
said Julie Rainer Cummings, a 
member of Northeast Arc’s board 
of directors. “Direct Support 
Professionals are our backbone, 
directly supporting individuals 
in reaching their full potential. 
I’ve never been more proud 
of these employees and I am 
pleased we can show them our 
appreciation,” 

These gifts are the latest round 
of financial support from gen-
erous donors to Northeast Arc 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In addition to this recognition, 
donors have provided the agen-
cy with hand sanitizer, personal 
protective equipment (PPE), 
and with the financial flexibility 
that allowed it to move many 

services to a virtual model. But 
those living in Northeast Arc’s 
residential homes still required 
in-person care, which DSPs have 
been providing since the begin-
ning of the pandemic in March.

“The Northeast Arc continues 
to impress me with their incred-
ible compassion and commit-
ment to people with disabilities,” 
said said Rosenthal, a member of 
Northeast Arc’s Advisory Board. 

“During the pandemic, their 
Direct Support Professionals 
routinely put the needs of the 
individuals served by Northeast 
Arc ahead of their own and 
continue to do so on a daily 
basis.  They deserve an incred-
ible amount of respect for their 
hard work and I am happy to 
be able to join with Julie Rainer 
Cummings to show them sup-
port at this time.” 

ORDER ONLINE AT: 
www.fantasyislandsalem.com

516 Loring Avenue, Salem
Tel: (978) 745-1700 

Fax: (978) 740-9121

We are offering

CURBSIDE 
PICK UP

Call us at
978-745-1700 
to place an order.

NOW OPEN FOR 
INDOOR DINING

Henry M. Lerner, M.D.
Obstetrician-Gynecologist

Certified Mohel
40+ years experience 
doing circumcisions

For a meaningful, memorable bris

  617-894-1397    
 bostonbris.com 
 hmlerner@henrylerner.com

Locals donate $55,000 to Northeast Arc’s DSPs 
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Volunteers worked on 
Christmas Day to deliver 300 
meals with cheerful cards to 
Melrose, Stoneham, Wakefield, 
Malden and Saugus residents. 

Temple Beth Shalom of 
Melrose, Melrose Council on 
Aging and Early Harvest Diner 
of Wakefield worked to prepare 
and hand out free Christmas 
meals to those who are food 
insecure during the pandem-
ic. Other organizations got 
involved, as did the Melrose 
Emergency Fund.

 “It was a remarkable to have 
around 35 community vol-
unteers and businesses come 
together to make this happen 
this year!” said committee mem-
ber Emily Levine of Wakefield.

“During the fall as COVID 
cases continued to rise around 
the country, it became clear 
that the 33rd Annual Temple 
Beth Shalom Christmas Dinner, 
where we gather together with 
guests to create a community 
Christmas experience, with 
warmth, food, Christmas Carols 
and more, would not be safe 
this year,” said Serena Brown, 
Temple Beth Shalom president. 
“The four of us [Liza Weinstein, 
Allison Leonard, Emily Levine 
and myself] have been working 
together on this dinner for sev-
eral years and were determined 
to not let this tradition lapse – 
especially this year – when the 
need is even greater.”

The team explored poten-
tial partners for food prepa-
ration, resulting in working 
with Early Harvest Diner in 
Wakefield. Working with the 
Melrose Council on Aging, the 
team traditionally serves about 
70 guests in person, but with-
in a week of promoting that 
Temple Beth Shalom would be 
delivering meals reservations 
rose to 150 meals. “Thanks to 
additional fundraising from our 
community, and the generos-
ity of the Melrose Emergency 
Fund, Melrose Council on Aging 

connected us to the Melrose 
Housing Authority and similar 
groups in our neighboring towns 
to provide 300 meals to people 
living in Melrose, Stoneham, 
Wakefield, Malden and Saugus.” 
said committee member Liza 
Weinstein of Melrose.

“While I hope we can cel-
ebrate together in person next 
year, we succeeded in spreading 
Christmas cheer and a strong 
sense of community coming 
together,” Brown said.

“Judaism has always focused 
on helping others. We talk often 
about the idea of tikkun olam, 
Repairing the World, doing what 
we can to make this world a 
better place,” said Rabbi Jessica 
Lowenthal. “There is a beautiful 
statement in our texts, ‘It is not 
your responsibility to finish the 
work of perfecting the world, 
but you are not free to desist 
from it either.’ When we gather 
together to help others, as TBS 
has done for 33 years, we are liv-
ing our Jewish values.”

Hundreds of meals delivered 
on Christmas Day

Serena Brown, Temple Beth 
Shalom president, delivers food 
on Christmas day. 

It was a trip to Israel in 2019 
that inspired North Shore resi-
dent Marcia Widmer to join 
Jewish National Fund-USA’s 
local board and expand her phil-
anthropic impact.  

“So many of us know JNF-
USA as the tree people, yet they 
do so much more,” said Widmer. 
“I want to educate our commu-
nity about JNF-USA’s vision for 
the Negev and Galilee and how 
we are part of a historic move-
ment that’s changing lives and 
livelihoods.”

Widmer, the chief compliance 
officer with Harvard Medical 
Faculty Physicians at BIDMC, 
believes that many in her local 
community are unaware of how 
JNF-USA is connecting the next 
generation of Americans – Jews 
and non-Jews alike – to the land 
and people of Israel. 

“Before joining JNF-USA, I 
had no idea of everything they 
do to combat anti-Semitism and 
anti-Israel sentiment on college 
campuses,” said Widmer. “For 
example, every year they send 
hundreds of non-Jewish college 
student leaders and professors 
to Israel to explore the country 
in a way that goes beyond what 
they see on the nightly news. It 
really is a brilliant idea.”

Widmer noted that her 
February trip to Israel was her 
first visit to the Jewish state. “I 
fell in love with the land, people, 
foods, cultures, and religions – it 
was just a beautiful experience,” 
she said. 

Widmer also had much praise 
for the organizers of her February 
trip – run by Marblehead’s 
Temple Emanu-El and led by 
Rabbi David J. Meyer.

“It was such an incredible 

experience! Rabbi Meyer really 
went above and beyond to create 
a thoughtful trip that covered the 
length and breadth of Israel.” 

Like many travelers who 
return from Israel, Widmer 
received a volley of well mean-
ing yet inquisitive questions 
from her friends and co-workers. 
Her colleagues also asked her 
about the conflict in the region. 
“We had two big Shabbat nights 
during the trip which we shared 
with Arab families. The first was 
in Jerusalem and the second was 
in Tel Aviv. It was such a won-
derful and inclusive experience, 
and given Jews and Arabs share 
many similar dietary laws, it’s so 
easy to eat together.

“We also visited the home of 
a Druze family where we for-
aged for herbs and lettuce before 
helping to cook lunch for our 
group. It was such an amazing 
meal! People don’t realize that 
Israel is truly a melting pot of 
cultures and religions.”

When Widmer returned from 
Israel, she was determined to 
deepen her connection to the 

land. 
“I was in love with Israel!” she 

said. “I felt I wanted to join an 
organization that was having a 
direct and positive impact on 
Israel.”

“I had recently attended a 
bar mitzvah and I thought, what 
should I get the bar mitzvah 
boy? I ended up donating trees 
through JNF-USA and of course, 
a few months later, I started 
getting emails about every-
thing they do. I also started to 
receive their triannual magazine 
[B’Yachad]”

“As I read through the pages 
of B’Yachad, I was fascinated 
by everything they were doing. 
I read about their [JNF-USA’s] 
R&D collaboration with the 
University of Arizona to sup-
port water projects as well as 
their creation of the Galilee 
Culinary Institute to help bring 
50,000 jobs to the Greater Kiryat 
Shmona region – it was all so 
inspiring.”

After speaking with a friend 
who put Widmer in touch with 
JNF’s Israel Emissary in New 
England, Dar Nadler, she agreed 
to join the Boston board. 

“People should become 
involved in JNF-USA because it 
helps you feel truly connected 
to Israel, even from thousands 
of miles away. It’s not just about 
fundraising. It’s about telling the 
story of Israel and a story that 
continues to endure.” 

For more information, con-
tact JNF-USA Boston Board 
Member Marcia Widmer 
at marciaw839@hotmail.
com, or JNF Israel Emissary, 
New England, Dar Nadler at 
dnadler@jnf.org, or 617-423-
0999 ext. 816.

We’re not just fundraising – we’re telling a story

Marcia Widmer



The Torah shield stands out 
for its lavish decoration on both 
its front facing and rear side. 

Its small scale – measuring 
just 8 inches high – indicates it 
was likely intended for use in 
a private home, and was like-
ly made for a wealthy Jewish 
patron in Lemberg (now Lviv, 
in Ukraine) that was a center 
of Jewish learning during the 
period. 

On the delicately layered 
front, the figures of Aaron 
and Moses flank the crowned 

Tablets of the Law – the Ten 
Commandments – with swirls of 
leaf designs and animals includ-
ing deer, bears, and an elephant, 
images that allude to biblical 
verses praising God. 

On the reverse side, vivid, 
engraved imagery depicts scenes 
from the biblical life of Isaac 
and below, a Levite washing the 
hands of the Kohen in prepa-
ration for the priestly blessing. 
These are likely clues that the 
patron was named Isaac, and 
from a family of Levites, accord-
ing to Sotheby’s.

The Torah shield evokes the 
carved wooden Torah arks of 

Eastern Europe, Sotheby’s said 
in its description. 

By the late 1880s, the Torah 
shield – along with the two 
others attributed to the art-
ist – was owned by Reuben 
David Sassoon, the Indian-born 
Londoner and member of the 
influential, wealthy Jewish fam-
ily that traces its centuries-old 
lineage to Baghdad. 

The Torah shield bought 
by the MFA remained in the 
Sassoon family collection for 
some 130 years.

The signed and dated Torah 
shield represents, “one of the 
most important pieces of Judaic 

metalwork to appear at auction 
in a generation,” Sotheby’s said 
in a statement.

“I am incredibly excited,” 
said Simona Di Nepi, the MFA’s 
Charles and Lynn Schusterman 
Curator of Judaica. 

When the Torah shield is 
eventually displayed at the MFA, 
it will be the first time in more 
than a century that it will be 
seen in public, she confirmed. 

It was last viewed in 1906, 
loaned from the Sassoon family 
for an exhibition in London. 

The Torah shield “has so 
much going for it,” Di Nepi told 
the Journal in an interview on 

Zoom. 
“It has everything a great 

work of Judaica should have, 
beautiful quality and craftsman-
ship; interesting imagery that 
tells a story; and we know some-
thing about the maker.”  

The fact that it is fully deco-
rated on both the front and back 
is among the reasons it is excep-
tionally important, Di Nepi said.

There’s no question that the 
Torah shield can be a point of 
pride for the MFA’s Judaica col-
lection, Di Nepi said. 

“Not only is it a Jewish object, 
but the artist is proudly Jewish, 
signing his name in Hebrew.” 

429 & 315 Harvard Street, Brookline, MA 02446
(978) 479-4689 (Mobile)  •  (844) 259-6608 (eFax)  •  Joel.Weingarten@citizensbank.com

JOEL WEINGARTEN
PRIVATE MORTGAGE BANKER

NMLS ID#395556

Mortgage Solutions  
customized to your  
personal lifestyle
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This act of calendar grace – 
this assurance that justice would 
not wear a countenance too san-
guinary and cruel – is precisely 
what we need at this season. 

In his first State of the Union 
address, delivered three months 
after the 1901 assassination of 
William McKinley, President 
Theodore Roosevelt said that 
“the harm done’’ by the murder 
of the president was “so great as 
to excite our gravest apprehen-
sions and to demand our wis-
est and most resolute action.” 

None of us who lived through 
the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy can doubt that.

Now consider TR’s speech 
to military veterans 10 months 
later. In those remarks he said, 
“We know there are dangers 
ahead, as we know there are 
evils to fight and overcome. But 
stout of heart, we see across the 
dangers the great future that lies 
beyond, and we rejoice.”

To be sure, we are not exactly 
in the mood for rejoicing, except 
in great relief. But we can be 
stout of heart and see across the 
dangers to a brighter new year.

The crisis isn’t over. The coun-

try remains divided over funda-
mental issues, the political par-
ties are confused over their iden-
tities – Is the Republican Party 
of the Tafts and the Bushes and 
Herbert Hoover and McKinley 
really a populist party, and are 
the Democrats of three-time 
presidential nominee William 
Jennings Bryan and Franklin 
Roosevelt’s New Deal and 
Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society 
really a party of elitists? Plus 
this: The vaccine won’t end the 
virus crisis, the Biden adminis-
tration’s tax proposals won’t end 
the wealth gap, the departure of 
President Trump from the White 

House won’t end the prolifera-
tion of provocations on social 
media, a tentative return to nor-
mal won’t return the loved ones 
lost to COVID-19.

And so on. And yet ...
In our family, and I hope in 

yours, there is much to look for-
ward to – and in our case it is 
an October wedding. These days 
we cannot jog from our minds 
that cloying “L’chaim” song from 
“Fiddler on the Roof,” mostly 
because we have a child’s wed-
ding approaching and we know 
the meaning of the line that it 
takes a wedding to make us say, 
“Let’s live another day.” But that 

is not the only message from 
that song. So here is a lyric we 
should sing to ourselves, and 
to each other, just after we talk 
about a happy new year: 

May all your futures be  
pleasant ones

Not like our present ones 
Drink, l’chaim, to life
To life, to life, l’chaim
L’chaim, l’chaim, to life.

David M. Shribman is 
executive editor emeritus of the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. He led 
the paper’s coverage of the Tree 
of Life shooting that earned the 
Pulitzer Prize.

New Year
from page 1

according to conversations with Chelsea Jewish 
Lifecare and Hebrew SeniorLife. Chelsea Jewish 
Lifecare is using the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine 
while Hebrew SeniorLife is using both the Pfizer 
and Moderna vaccines.

Berman said “nursing home residents and staff 
are at the top of the list” for vaccinations, with 
assisted-living centers close behind.

“They really have prioritized nursing homes 
and assisted living,” he said. “We’re seeing that 
in the schedule. As an organization, our primary 
mission is to take care of people of older age. 
“We’ve seen how the virus can spread in some 
of the settings … It’s a time of challenge like no 
other.”

At the Brudnick Center, CVS vaccinated several 
hundred people over an entire day. “It was well-
organized, well-managed,” Berman said.

Mary Moscato, president of Hebrew SeniorLife 
Health Care Services and Hebrew Rehabilitation 
Center, had similar praise for the vaccinations of 
approximately 140 people at the Roslindale facil-
ity the same day. “We had a wonderful turnout 
from our staff,” she said. Hebrew SeniorLife is 
a provider of long-term chronic care as well as 
housing.

The vaccination clinics were the first step in an 
extensive process. Vaccinations were scheduled to 
continue for both organizations at some of their 
other locations. Hebrew SeniorLife, for example, 
had scheduled a clinic Jan. 2 at its NewBridge on 
the Charles facility in Dedham.

Those who got vaccinated at the Hebrew 
Rehabilitation Center in Roslindale Dec. 29 will 
receive their second dose on Jan. 19. Those who 
were vaccinated at NewBridge on the Charles will 
be revisited on Jan. 22.

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare scheduled three visits 
for its locations to account for residents and staff 
members who may have been unable to attend 
one of the visits. All dates are spaced three weeks 
apart.

“This is a significant amount of logistics,” 
Moscato said. “It’s unprecedented. We’ve never 
been through this type of procedure.”

Vaccinations are voluntary at both Chelsea 

Jewish Lifecare and Hebrew SeniorLife. Yet, 
Moscato and Berman said in separate interviews, 
they have ambitious hopes for the number of 
people who will get vaccinated.

“We’ll try to vaccinate as many [of] the staff and 
residents as we can,” Berman said.

“Our ultimate goal is all staff, all seniors,” 
Moscato said. “We’re going to reach for that. We’ll 
keep advocating for the vaccine and reach out to 
the best ability we can.”

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare has around 1,200 resi-
dents and 2,000 employees at its facilities, while 
Hebrew SeniorLife has about 3,000 seniors and 
2,600 employees. Each organization has multiple 
campuses, with Chelsea Jewish Lifecare extend-
ing to Western Massachusetts with a facility in the 
Springfield area.

Both Chelsea Jewish Lifecare and Hebrew 
SeniorLife have firsthand experience with the 
impact of the pandemic on elderly populations in 
community living settings, including during the 
surge in Massachusetts this past spring.

Berman recalled writing a letter to the Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare community in April that stated 11 
people had died from the virus. He said that the 
letter was “very difficult to write.”

During the spring surge, the media reported 
on over 100 deaths at Hebrew SeniorLife facilities.

“None of us would deny that April and May was 
a devastating time,” Moscato said. “The pandemic 
really emerged in senior care campuses across the 
state, Hebrew SeniorLife included.”

She said that since then, Hebrew SeniorLife 
received crucial supplies of PPE and implement-
ed a COVID-19 testing system the first week of 
August.

“Those two alone added great confidence in 
terms of protecting our staff, patients, and resi-
dents,” Moscato said. “We were one of the first to 
receive the vaccine on [Dec. 29[, another confi-
dence-builder.”

“Patients, residents, staff – everyone fought to 
overcome the experience of April and May,” she 
said. “There is a new spirit, with protection, test-
ing, and a vaccine now.”

VACCINATIONS AT NURSING HOMES
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Delehanty any limitations when 
it comes to looking at the inci-
dent, including a time frame to 
come to a conclusion. 

The incident came to the 
public’s attention on Dec. 16 
when Picariello announced he 
was made aware of the allega-
tions in mid-November. 

Picariello placed Tufts, who 
had been with the department 
since 2016, on paid administra-
tive leave on Nov. 20. The chief 
then began gathering the facts 
of what happened. Picariello 
said Tufts, who had never been 
disciplined by the department, 
resigned as a result of the inci-
dent.

“Today, there is no room 
for excuses of ignorance. The 
swastika is a symbol of hate and 
genocide, and we must speak 
up against acts of hate and hate 
speech whenever and wherever 
we encounter it,” Picariello said 
in his Dec. 16 announcement. 
Selectmen said in a statement 
the allegations do not reflect the 
values of the department.

Picariello later described the 
incident as “a thing between two 
officers.” “One [of the officers] 
did a harmless thing and [Tufts] 
reacted to that. It was an innoc-
uous thing that started it,” the 
chief said.

Picariello said it appeared the 
other officer stuck a crushed-
up can under Tufts’ car’s wind-
shield wiper. Tufts is alleged to 
have taken the can and used 
it to scratch the swastika into 
the other officer’s personal car, 
the chief said. Neither officer 

involved is Jewish, and the 
department does not intend to 
seek hate crime charges against 
Tufts.

In an interview on Dec. 24, 
Picariello said he has spoken 
several times with the Anti-
Defamation League of New 
England’s regional director, 
Robert Trestan, and said he 
hopes to have a meeting on 
Zoom with him in early January 
to figure out what kind of train-
ing programs or resources 
would be appropriate for every 
member of the department. 
Trestan credited the chief for 
taking action and recognizing 
the impact the incident could 
have on the community.

Coincidentally, the depart-
ment was undergoing implicit 
bias training on a schedule set 
by the Massachusetts Municipal 
Police Training Committee, 
which sets what the depart-
ment’s training will be every 
year, Picariello said. Implicit 
bias training helps officers deal 
with various situations by guid-
ing them to recognize their 
unconscious attitudes toward 
those involved in an incident, 
the chief said. “I think we all 
have biases whether we know it 
or not,” he said. 

The chief said he heard from 
the community shortly after 
announcing the incident. “I cer-
tainly got solid feedback early 
on when it became known and 
I thought it was thoughtful, but 
it has slowed down,” he said. “I 
hope everyone knows I’m hor-
rified by this event and we have 
taken clear and decisive action 
and I hope it doesn’t happen 
again.” 

Winthrop chief 
from page 1
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