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L’Chaim! Keeping Yiddish culture
alive and well in Somerville

Photo Courtesy of Linda Gritz

Ben and Mike Katz, left to right, Linda Gritz and Pauli Katz are one
of the few secular Jewish families in New England who are fluent in
Yiddish.

By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

SOMERVILLE – In the late
1980s, Linda Gritz and Michael
Katz were eagerly expecting the
birth of their first child. They
were young transplants from
New York City who settled here
while pursuing their careers –
she in molecular biology and he
as a theatrical technical director.
They first became friends
some 18 years before when both
were students at the prestigious
Bronx High School of Science.
They bonded in the school chorus, where Yiddish versions of
Hanukkah songs were added to

the winter concert of Christmas
carols.
They had no way of knowing that years later, they would
reunite, settle in Somerville,
and raise their two children
in a Yiddish-speaking – and a
Yiddish harmonizing – home, a
rarity outside of Hasidic communities these days.
Now adults, their daughter
Pauline (Pauli) and son Ben said
their family’s Yiddish journey
set the stage for the values that
guide their lives.
Beyond their immediate
family, Gritz and Katz played
an instrumental role – from
behind the scenes to choral per-

formances – in bringing to life
a vibrant Yiddish community
across Greater Boston.
They come to their affinity for
Yiddish naturally. Both grew up
in secular Jewish homes whose
parents and grandparents were
rooted in Eastern European
Yiddish life. Both attended afterschool Yiddish programs, at different locations.
While her family was not
religious, Gritz “felt completely
Jewish at home, the food, the
humor, and the outlook,” and
especially the music.
Katz grew up steeped in
Yiddish immigrant culture and
language. One grandfather was
a columnist for a Yiddish communist newspaper. His mother
was a leader at the Isaac Raboy
Yiddish School. They had little
interest in religious life, “but
wanted us to understand how
to use our culture to be progressive,” Katz told the Journal.
In the mid-1980s in Boston,
Gritz and Katz were among the
pioneers in the unlikely resurgence of interest in Yiddish,
the language and culture that
was nearly destroyed by the
Holocaust.
The Boston-based Klezmer
Conservatory Band – which
jump-started a national revival
of the klezmer music brought
from Eastern Europe by

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker, right, of Chabad of the North Shore, will be one
of the few rabbis on the North Shore to hold an in-person Purim
event this year.

As pandemic continues,
local synagogues will
break out the joy for Purim
By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

PEABODY – The yearlong pandemic has forced Jews to be creative when it comes to celebrating the cycle of holidays on the
Jewish calendar. So getting into the full swing of Purim, which starts
on the evening of Feb. 25, means turning up the volume.
Rabbi Richard Perlman of Peabody’s Temple Ner Tamid noted
that last March, “Purim was the last thing we did. The next week, we
shut down. We had our Purim spiel, and that was it. So technically,
this is the full cycle of the pandemic.”
Even with synagogues closed to in-person worship or practicing reduced congregations and social distancing when it comes to
services, shuls are still getting into the act of reading the Megillah,
using a mix of remote programming and some in-person festivities.
Perlman said his congregation is going to “keep it light” as it
celebrates the Book of Esther. While there can’t be a Purim carnival
this year, the Ritual Committee, the Sisterhood, and the Men’s Club

continued on page 13
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Goldstein bears witness with his
FacesOfCOVID Twitter feed
By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

WALTHAM – Alex Goldstein
doesn’t know when he will stop
posting tributes to those who
have died from COVID-19.
With a reported 481,000
Americans dead from complications of the disease as of last
week and thousands more dying
each day, Goldstein’s https://
twitter.com/FacesOfCOVID
Twitter feed has managed to put
a human face on the mass tragedy. With a picture, a sentence
or two, and links to obituaries,
Goldstein provides more than
145,000 followers a glimpse into

the heartbreak caused by the
pandemic, and a safe virtual
place to mourn.
Teachers, chaplains, pastors, social workers, UPS drivers, firefighters, doctors who
treated COVID patients, children, grandmothers, grandfathers, mothers, fathers, husbands, wives, brothers and sisters, a Parrot Head, a Kansas
City Chiefs’ fan, “a man who
fought against the Nazis” and
Holocaust survivors, including
one who fought in the French
Resistance.
There’s Betty Lindsoe of
Lynchburg, Virginia, who died
at age 91 on Jan. 17, 2021, “less
continued on page 20
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Millennials:

Abigail Lehman, 30

By Michael Wittner
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

What is your Jewish background?

Hebrew name: Penina Rivka
Job: Integrative nutrition health coach and lifestyle entrepreneur,

www.ifwetrust.com

Hometown: Peabody
Currently living in: Wenham
Alma maters: Peabody Veterans Memorial High ‘09,

University of New Hampshire ‘13, Institute for Integrative Nutrition
‘20

Favorite food: Pizza, pizza, and more pizza … it’s hard to

find healthy pizza, but there is a way.

Favorite music: Classic rock, reggae, hip-hop, the whole
mashup funk-soul jam band genre, classical, jazz, bluegrass, pop, rap
Favorite movies: Comedy, horror, mystery, drama
Favorite books: “The Four Agreements” by Don Miguel
Ruiz, “Picking Cotton” by Jennifer Thompson-Cannino

Favorite TV shows:

True crime, standup comedy, documentaries, nature shows, dramas

Favorite travel destination:

Israel, Italy, the

Bahamas

Favorite Jewish person not in your family: My second-grade Hebrew school teacher, Deedee Talewsky
Favorite Jewish holiday: Rosh Hashanah

Growing up, I was in Hebrew school from the
moment you could begin all the way up through
confirmation, which is in high school. I had to
postpone my bat mitzvah four times because my
mom was deployed to Iraq right after Operation
Iraqi Freedom. I had a very good Jewish upbringing. I grew up at Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody.
We didn’t keep kosher in the home, but I went
to synagogue almost every Saturday up until bat
mitzvah age. I was also in USY in high school. I
was actually the Israel Affairs and Programming
VP [of USY] my junior year, and then my senior
year I was the president of Peabody USY.  I went
to Camp Simchah every summer I could and I
have been to Israel twice, once on Y2I and then
on Birthright when I was 26, and it was a really
beautiful way to appreciate and confirm the
ways I felt about Judaism as an adult.

How did you become an integrative nutrition coach?
It’s a really interesting combination of health
and wellness, if you will. I got into it because I
initially started my career in hospitality management and I knew I wanted to be a business
leader in my life, but I also knew I wanted and
needed to learn the ropes from the bottom up,
so when I was at UNH I got a psychology degree
because one, I love psychology, and two, I wanted to work with people ... Simultaneously, I got
really sick late in my high school years, and for
a few years I had to really struggle to go out and
take care of myself within the U.S. food system,
which can be really challenging, and doesn’t
really have your best interests at heart. I started
researching alternative therapies on my own,
and doing as much learning and educating on
my own as possible, and it really helped me feel
better. After a few years, I aligned myself with

Interest-Free Loan Program
In collaboration with the Hebrew Free Loan Programs at
Jewish Family & Children’s Service and Jewish Family Service
of Metrowest, the CJP Interest-Free Loan Program is here for
the times you need help with debt consolidation, COVID-related
income disruptions, or managing other challenging expenses.
EXAMPLES OF QUALIFYING EXPENSES INCLUDE:
• Lifecycle ceremonies

• Car purchase or repairs

• Home repairs

• Small debt consolidation

• Small business costs

• New baby, fertility,
and adoption

• Healthcare not covered
by insurance

• Care of older adults or
people with disabilities

• COVID-19 recovery

• Summer camp or
Israel experiences

(i.e. bar and bat mitzvahs,
weddings, or funerals)

Loans are available from $1,000–$10,000 to households of moderate income.
Residency in the Greater Boston community and a complete loan application are required.
During this time, people who are temporarily unable to work and/or are receiving
unemployment benefits are invited to explore whether the interest-free loan will
meet their needs.

FOR ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION INFORMATION:
In the Metrowest Area
Jewish Family Service of Metrowest
508-875-3100 ext. 300
cjploan@jfsmw.org

In Greater Boston
(excluding Metrowest but including
North Shore and South Area)
Jewish Family & Children’s Service
781-693-1255 | cjploan@jfcsboston.org

an organic non-GMO superfood transformation
company and that was really a wonderful experience, because I got to learn about my passion for
sourcing and ingredients, which ultimately led
me to my search for the Institute of Integrative
Nutrition.

What is integrative nutrition?
Integrative nutrition is a whole-picture
approach to health in regards to what’s ON your
plate as well as OFF the plate. That includes the
Circle of Life, which is 12 pieces: spirituality,
joy, health, creativity, career, finance, education,
home cooking, home environment, physical
activity, social life, and relationships. All of those
things need to be in balance, it’s not just about
what you’re eating, it’s not just about having a
good job. It’s about being able to take all the different parts of your life and make sure they’re
all in harmony, so you can be the best version of
yourself. If someone says they just want to eat
better, we’ll take a look at all those other pieces
to help me identify what their food means for
them. Sometimes people don’t realize that what
they’re eating has to do with all those pieces of
the pie, no pun intended.

Can Judaism teach us anything about nutrition?
One thing I absolutely love about Judaism and
Israel is we are a Mediterranean culture, so if you
think about it, Jews and Italians and Greeks, we
all love home cooking and cooking with what we
have from our gardens or our farms, so it’s cooking with whole-food ingredients, abundance,
and love, which is essential. I absolutely believe
that my travels to Israel and my love of Jewish
cooking has a lot to do with my passion for cooking at home and nutrition in general. My mom is
an incredible cook, and she taught me so much
about not only how to cook, but certain things
about Jewish cooking, as well as my grandma –
she taught me how to make the fluffiest matzah
ball on the planet.
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Arlington moves first day of school 2021 to day after Rosh Hashanah
2019. Rosh Hashanah fell on a
weekend last year. Spiegel said
it’s possible not all absences for
a religious observance were captured because parents may not
have said why their kids were
out. Staff absences for religious
observance on the second day
of Rosh Hashanah shows seven
in 2017, and four each in 2018
and 2019.
In an informal survey about
how some Greater Boston school
districts deal with the start of
school and Rosh Hashanah, it
was found some take both days
off, others just one, some none.
Newton does not hold school
on Rosh Hashanah, accord-

ing to Superintendent David
Fleishman.
Liz Polay-Wettengel, the chief
of public relations for Salem
Public Schools said the district typically does not close for
Rosh Hashanah. Marblehead
observes both days of Rosh
Hashanah, said Superintendent
John Buckey.
Swampscott
takes
off
both days of Rosh Hashanah,
according to Maureen Caron,
the executive assistant to the
Swampscott Superintendent/
School Committee.
“We are aware of Rosh
Hashanah falling on what is tracontinued on page 23

Photo: Ethan M. Forman/Journal staff

Members of the Arlington School Committee voted last week to start the next academic year on Sept.
9 after an earlier draft of the calendar conflicted with the second day of Rosh Hashanah.

By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

ARLINGTON – The Arlington
School Committee has voted to
shift the first day of school for
2021-2022 to avoid it conflicting with the second day of Rosh
Hashanah after concerns from
both Jewish and non-Jewish parents that this day was too special for kids to miss school for
religious observance after the
pandemic.
East
Arlington
parent
Sharona Jacobs said in an email
she was “extremely appreciative”
the School Committee decided
to move the first day of school
from Sept. 8 to Sept. 9 to avoid it
falling on the second day of the
High Holiday.
“I am asking that the calendar be modified so that Jewish
families do not have to choose
between going back to school
after the pandemic … or observing the Jewish holiday,” she told
the School Committee’s Policies
and Procedures subcommittee during a remote meeting on
Zoom on Feb. 9.
Arlington,
like
most
public school districts in
Massachusetts, has gone with
hybrid models of remote and inschool classes this school year
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Jacobs and a group of parents had posted a petition to
Change.org that drew more
than 1,080 signatures after the
school board voted 4-3 on Jan.
28 on a draft calendar showing
school starting on Sept. 8, the
first Wednesday after Labor Day.
However, at the subcommittee meeting, members had

a change of heart, and recommended the first day of school
be Thursday, Sept. 9. On Feb. 11,
the full committee voted unanimously to start school the day
after Rosh Hashanah.
The issue brought to the fore
a long-simmering conversation in Arlington about how the
school calendar should accommodate all religious holidays.
Parents like Jacobs said they
were not asking to carve out two
days off for Rosh Hashanah in
the future. For them, this was
about an existing policy that
special events in school should
not be scheduled on religious
holidays, and what could be a
more special than the first day
back in school after a worldwide
pandemic?
“The Jewish community has
gone through a lot lately,” the
Change.org petition stated, “and
being sensitive to this would
mean so much after several
years of increasing amounts of
anti-Jewish expression both in
this community and beyond.”
Jacobs’s daughter, Lilia,
attends Ottoson Middle School
and is a seventh grader in the
Remote Academy. They attend
the egalitarian Temple B’nai
Brith in Somerville.
Jacobs read a statement from
her daughter that said: “This is
my religion, and to not go to
synagogue on the High Holidays
is just not something I can or
want to do. This makes me
feel left out, unimportant and
unwelcome that the people in
my community made this decision.”
Arlington school officials
questioned how many Jewish
families observe the second day
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of Rosh Hashanah.
“Our experience in the district is that very few do,” said
Superintendent Kathleen Bodie
during the Jan. 28 meeting,
which was broadcast on cable
TV.
Arlington Public Schools
have observed the first day as a
no-school day for several years,
according to Human Resources
Director Robert Spiegel, in
response to a request by the
Jewish Journal asking to quantify the drop-off in attendance
on the second day compared
with the first. Since the first day
of Rosh Hashanah has been a
no-school day for several years,
the district does not have meaningful data with which to gauge
the drop-off.
Attendance data shows that
between 2016 and 2019, there
were at least 13 to 24 student
absences for a religious observance for the second day of
Rosh Hashanah: 13 in 2016, 24
in 2017, 13 in 2018 and 17 in
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you find your home’s true market value.
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COVID survivor thanks ‘angel’ on the second floor
By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

LYNN – For Edith Maly, the
“Angel Among Us” lives on the
second floor of her building at
300 Lynn Shore Drive.
Maly, who turns 79 on March
8, is a retired physician who
underwent a successful kidney
transplant a little over 13 years
ago. She said she had been fine
ever since, but her health had
declined a bit lately.
In November, Maly – who
came to the United States from
Riga, Latvia 43 years ago – started feeling poorly, so she went to
her doctor.
After taking a COVID-19 test
on Friday, Dec. 4, her test came
back positive that Monday. She
was taken by ambulance to
Tufts Medical Center in Boston,
where doctors treated her with
the intravenous antiviral drug,
remdesivir.
“A lot of people are not so
lucky,” said Maly, who was discharged after five days.

However, she was weak and
her symptoms lingered. Maly,
who lives alone on the 10th
floor, said she couldn’t walk well.
On top of everything, she had to
quarantine for 14 days, which
meant she couldn’t go shopping
for food.
As luck would have it, she
knew a Jewish mother and son
who lived downstairs, Lia Levin
and her son, Roman, 37, who
arrived in the U.S. with his family from Moscow when he was 3.
Maly said his mother called
to check in on her and Roman
Levin was listening. A “tech guy”
who wound up unemployed
because of the pandemic, he
was scared for Maly’s health.
“‘Edith, what do you need?’”
Maly said Levin asked her. He
called Stop & Shop, which took
a grocery order over the phone,
and he left the groceries by her
door. He made her chicken soup
from scratch and also left this
by her door. Levin had started
cooking during the lockdowns.
“I made a nice cod fish with
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Edith Maly, left, credits Roman Levin for helping her heal during
COVID-19.

mashed potatoes and veggies,”
Levin said. “Something for her
soul.” A few days later, his mother cooked Maly some turkey
meatballs.
But that was not the end of
Roman Levin’s help.
Maly wondered how she
might receive her COVID-19
relief stimulus check, so she
called the senior center, but they
could not help her. She spoke to
Levin about her dilemma, and
he was able to help her over
the phone, setting up her IRS
account, plugging in her information, and arranging for her
check to be deposited into her
bank account.
“She was so happy and excited,” Levin said.
At her request, and with some
of what she received, Roman
bought her a used iPad, which
he taught her how to use.
“She was off to the races,”
Roman Levin said.
She ran into another problem when her car’s handicapped
placard expired at the end of
December, something she had
forgotten to renew during her
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convalescence.
After the New Year, she drove
to Saugus, parked in a handicapped space, went into a store,
and came out to find a $300
ticket.
“I cried. I didn’t know what
to do. This is half of my stimulus check,” she said. She again
called her downstairs neighbors
for help.
“‘Edith, don’t worry,’” she
said Levin told her. He told her
to write a letter about what happened, telling Saugus officials
that her not renewing her placard was an honest mistake. Levin
submitted her appeal online
and about two weeks later, she
received an email that the ticket
had been dismissed.
“I was so happy for her. She
did her work and I said, ‘Let’s
appeal it and see what happens,’” Levin said.
“How do you like that, that’s
Roman,” Maly said. “He’s a
mensch, a mensch,” she said,
defining the term as “it’s like a
person you put on a pedestal.
He’s an exceptional man.”
“I was raised by a helping
family and you have to do good,
you have to do nice and you
have to have hope,” Levin said.
Levin said he is also paying
it forward for the kindness Maly
showed his family several years
ago.
Levin’s grandparents, both
veterans of World War II, emigrated to the U.S. in the early
1990s to help raise his younger
brother and him, leaving their
life in Russia behind and arriving with just two suitcases
between them.
“They loved us so much,” he
said.
Levin said Maly helped them
when his grandmother, Feiga
Babushkina, had to move out
of her nursing home in the
Randolph-Canton area as it was
ending its Russian program.
When Maly learned of the
family’s plight, she told them to
call the Jesmond Nursing Home
in Nahant after she learned they
had an open bed. The location
proved to be much more convenient.
“Edith Maly just brought
my grandmother back home,”
Levin said. He was able to see
her almost every day, instead of
once a week. She died in 2019 at
age 97.
Edith Maly said Levin’s grandmother thrived in her new setting because he visited her so
often, bringing her both “natural
food and spiritual food.”
“So, Edith really did a lot.
I’m so thankful for her,” Levin
said. “She’s always trying to help
everyone out.”
“Look, no one gets through
life without helping someone,”
Levin said.
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Officials respond to letters about swastika scratching incident

Marblehead Police Officer Timothy Tufts resigned on Dec. 16 after
allegedly scratching a swastika into the paint of another officer’s
personal vehicle.

By Ethan Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

MARBLEHEAD – The resignation letter of the former police
officer who allegedly scratched
a swastika into the paint of a fellow officer’s car in the summer
of 2019 – an incident which only
came to light this past November
– does not shed any new light on
the incident.
And, while a four-page letter written in response to two
letters to the town – one by a
group of residents including
Anne Stevenson and the other
by the Marblehead Racial Justice
Team – answer some questions
they have posed, it leaves any
detailed findings to a report
commissioned to look into it.
In the interest of following “the
facts of the case,” there has been
no deadline set for when the
report is to be finished.
The Jan. 25 letter was referenced during a Jan. 27 Zoom
meeting of the Selectmen and
provided to the Jewish Journal
by Town Administrator Jason
Silva on Feb. 8 after a request
was made by the Journal. The
town also provided additional
information about the qualifications of Winthrop police
Chief Terence Delehanty, who
was hired by police Chief
Robert Picariello and the town
to conduct an outside review of
the incident. Picariello is planning to retire at the beginning
of July.
“This incident has resulted
in conversations with many
residents who have expressed
opinions and concerns and have
also shared feelings that have
varied from anger to sadness
and from disappointment to
reflection,” Silva wrote. “I think
it’s fair to say that it’s not only
residents who are feeling this
way but town officials as well.
We all understand that this incident does not reflect the values of the Police Department,
the Board of Selectmen, and the
Community and, as important,
we collectively stand committed
to address it.”
On Dec. 16, Picariello
announced that in mid-November, he learned about an incident
in which former Officer Timothy
Tufts “allegedly scratched a
swastika into the paint of another officer’s personal vehicle.”
Picariello, following the department’ policies and procedures,
gathered the facts, and placed
the officer on paid leave, he said.
The chief was informed that
afternoon Tufts had resigned
after more than four and a half
years on the force.
Tufts, The Salem News reported, had also served a tour in
Afghanistan in the Marine Corps

in 2011. The chief said in a prior
interview he had never been disciplined. His resignation letter
dated on the afternoon of Dec.
16 read: “Dear Chief Picariello:
I resign, effective immediately,
from my position as a police
officer in the Marblehead Police
Department.
Respectfully,
Timothy Tufts.”
Silva’s letter noted that the
investigation, which the town
was not required to do but felt
was necessary, is not the only
way Marblehead is dealing with
the incident. The officer is no
longer working for the town,
which has had active conversations with the Anti-Defamation
League on ways to educate and
train officers and the public.
In his Dec. 16 statement,
Picariello apologized and said
he was disturbed and dismayed
by the incident. He contacted
the Anti-Defamation League of
New England for training and
pledged to conduct an independent administrative review.
Picariello said in a later interview he had no knowledge of
the incident until he found out
about it in November 2020. He
has also said he is not involved
in the investigation. No hate
crime charges are being sought
in connection with the incident. Neither officer involved
is Jewish.

In a public letter, Town Administrator Jason Silva defended
Marblehead’s decision to hire Winthrop Police Chief Terence
Delehanty to investigate the incident.

The incident sparked letters
and questions to the Board of
Selectmen, including one from
the Marblehead Racial Justice
Team’s executive team, which
said “that this incident was not
publicly disclosed for many
months and that the officer was
not fired and charged with a
crime is deeply troubling.”
The letter suggested several
ways to improve the department’s training and community
policing, and asked that civilians be included in the investigation.
“While we understand that
Winthrop Police Chief Terence
Delehanty has a good reputation, we advocate that a neutral, outside civilian authority,
be included in the investigation
to minimize appearances of
impropriety, and improve public trust in the investigation,”
the Racial Justice Team’s letter
said.
Stevenson’s letter touched on
similar themes about the need
for diversity in the department,
about what, if any role Picariello
should play in the investigation. The letter asked about
how many officers were present and witnessed the incident,
and asked how many officers
were placed on leave in the past
two years – among many other
questions.

Silva believes that “resident
involvement, frequent communication, and public scrutiny” are essential, and that
there has been, before this
incident, dialogue between the
Racial Justice Team, the Task
Force Against Discrimination,
the chief, the ADL, and others.
His letter also addressed questions as to why there were not
more black, indigenous and
people of color and women on
the Police Department, highlighting efforts to create more
affordable housing with a new
Housing Production Plan, and
demographic data showing how
the town lacks diversity. About
7 percent of residents are nonwhite, compared with 28 percent for Essex County and 12
percent on the North Shore.
“The town ranks as the fourth
least diverse municipality of
all the context communities,
behind Duxbury, Topsfield, and
Ipswich,” wrote Silva, citing U.S.
Census Bureau data.
Silva did not provide answers
to numerous specific questions
about the incident in the two letters the town received. “I believe
most if not all of your questions
will be answered when we get
the report and findings of fact,”
Silva wrote.
Silva’s letter also addressed
concerns about Delehanty’s

qualifications to conduct the
review through his company,
LEADS, or Law Enforcement
Applications and Development
Strategies.
“We
strongly
believe
that Chief Delehanty is well
equipped to perform this investigation based on his education, professional experience,
credentials and training,” Silva
wrote.
Delehanty has been the
Winthrop chief since 2009, after
joining it as a reserve officer in
1995. He holds degrees from
North
Shore
Community
College, the University of Massachusetts, Suffolk University
and the Massachusetts School
of Law.
Delehanty is also a licensed
attorney in the Bay State, Silva
said. He is also a member of
the Board of the Department
of Criminal Justice Information
Services, the Board of the
Community for Restorative
Justice, the Association of
Workplace Investigators, the
International Association of
Chiefs of Police, and the National
Internal Affairs Investigators
Association.
In addition, he is certified by
the Massachusetts Commission
Against Discrimination as a
workplace investigator and
trainer, and by the Association
of Workplace Investigators. “He
is also a certified Municipal
Police Training Counsel instructor,” Silva wrote.
Delehanty also served as
the interim Town Manager of
Winthrop from September 2017
to April 2018. He attended the
FBI National Academy in 2012
and is a professor at Cambridge
College in Boston.
“For clarity’s sake,” Silva
said, “Chief Picariello and the
Town have instructed Chief
Delehanty to follow the facts of
the case,” said Silva, who added
that Delehanty is directing the
investigation himself “to ensure
an unbiased and independent
review is conducted.”

YOUTH TO ISRAEL

ADVENTURE

Jewish students who are currently juniors in
high school and parents are invited to a virtual
informational meeting about the life-changing
2021 Y2I Adventure of a Lifetime!

Thursday, March 4 • 7:00 p.m. EST
December 2021 Y2I is open to teens who live in or who are members
of a temple in Lappin Foundation’s service area.
As long as it is safe to travel, the trip will take place from
Thursday, December 23, 2021-Sunday, January 2, 2022.
The trip is fully subsidized!
Register for the Zoom link at Y2I.org. For more information, contact
Sharon Wyner at 978-565-4450 or email swyner@lappinfoundation.org.

LAPPIN FOUNDATION
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

29 Congress Street • Salem, MA 01970 • 978-565-4450 • lappinfoundation.org
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Adar and Purim: A time to rejoice

T

he Hebrew month of Adar has begun.
According to the Talmud, “when the month
of Adar arrives, we increase in joy” and
welcome a season of miracles. The Talmud also
states that this month is fortuitous for the Jewish
people.
And with the arrival of Adar, comes Purim –
the holiday that details how a Jewish woman,
Esther, saved an entire nation from death. Purim
will begin Thursday night, Feb. 25 and continue
through Friday, Feb. 26.
As we continue to face the health emergency
and economic crisis brought on by the coronavirus – let us welcome a holiday that shows how
important it is to take action in life. Each day
many of us are faced with obstacles, and we can
choose to ignore them or to find proper solutions.
When Esther learned that Haman had planned
to exterminate world Jewry, she stood up for her
people – and risked death to save the Jews.
Let us honor Esther with action, and there is
much we can do on Purim. There are four mitzvoth that can brighten your day and contribute to
creating a better world:

Hear the Megillah
There’s nothing like listening to the Megillah
on Purim in synagogue, surrounded by commu-

nity. Few congregations will be open this Purim,
but nearly all will offer online Purim programs. So
tune in next Thursday night, and listen and read
along as the Megillah is chanted. Crank your grogger, and stamp your feet when Haman’s name is
mentioned, and remember the brave Esther and
Mordechai.
Give charity to the needy
You don’t have to travel too far to find someone who needs help. It could be a family member, a friend, or a homeless person standing at a stoplight with an empty coffee cup.
If you can’t leave your home, drop a few coins in
your tzedakah box.
Send food to friends
Who doesn’t like an unexpected nosh? You’ll
help put a smile on someone’s face on Purim.
Feast!
If you gather with your immediate family, practice social distancing, and mark the holiday with
food, stories, and song. Perhaps, during a lull in
the conversation, close your eyes and remember
your ancestors. After all, they heard the same
Hebrew words that form the Megillah. You’ll be
carrying on a tradition that is part of your DNA.

Hamas-Fatah reconciliation:
The ICC elephant in the room
By Pinchas Inbari
JNS.org

JERUSALEM – The Palestin
ian reconciliation talks in Cairo
ended on Feb. 9, with a declaration of success and the
confirmation of the May 22
parliamentary elections previously announced by Palestinian
Authority Chairman Mahmoud
Abbas. Hamas Political Bureau
head Ismail Haniyeh was quick
to thank Abbas for supporting
the reconciliation, but talking
to people in Ramallah, the P.A.’s
seat of power, one gets a different picture.
Firstly, there is the “elephant
in the room” – the International
Criminal Court’s decision that
the court may investigate Israel
for war crimes also allows it
to investigate Hamas for war
crimes. This came as a surprise
to Hamas, which has demanded
that the PLO somehow remove
this part of the ruling, though it
is unclear how the PLO would
do that.
Then there is the serious
and as-yet unsolved problem
of the Palestinians’ requirement
to establish a joint political
list that will express the return
of the National Union. This
demand is acceptable to Fatah
and Hamas, but it has not been
agreed upon, and there will be
further dialogue regarding this
issue. A joint list between rivals
is acceptable in Palestinian culture and is called tazkiya, or
“partnership agreement.”
Hamas will wait to see what
happens in The Hague. If the
tribunal decides to launch an
investigation, a violent confrontation in the West Bank between
Fatah and Hamas could break
out. Fatah would fear that a
partnership with Hamas could
hurt its legitimacy since Israel
would be able to make the claim
that due to the formal connection between Fatah and Hamas,
the Palestinian state recognized

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Thank you, Mae-Lou
It was so interesting reading Mae-Lou Zaleski’s feelings
about being Asian and Jewish
and the conflicts she is dealing with in terms of identity
and acceptance in her personal
essay in the Journal on Feb. 4
(“A meditation on identity and

acceptance in 2021”).
Reading of her feelings and
seeing her picture, I could only
conclude here is a young woman
– beautiful, on the inside and
outside.
Saul Heller
Peabody

Seeking signs of contrition

Photo: Mohammed al-Hums/Flash90

Hamas leader Khalid Marshaal (left) meets with Palestinian Authority
leader Mahmoud Abbas.

by the ICC is a terrorist state, the
leaders of which must all be held
accountable for war crimes.
Beyond Cairo
By hosting the talks in Cairo,
Egypt seeks to display its leadership in the Arab world and
turn Gaza’s energies northward
toward Israel and the West
Bank and away from the Sinai
Peninsula and Egypt.
Ramallah takes pride in its
achievements in the Istanbul
talks in Sept. of 2020, in which
Hamas and Qatar agreed to recognize the PLO as the sole representative of the Palestinians,
but doing so allowed Hamas
leaders from the West Bank (in
exile) such as Khalid Mashaal
and Saleh al-Arouri to gain
legitimacy in the race to succeed Abbas.
Will Fatah accept this? And
what will happen with Fatah’s
internal differences, the status of Marwan Barghouti and
Muhammad Dahlan?
It is doubtful if these problems will be resolved by May – if
at all.
Pinchas Inbari is a veteran
Arab affairs correspondent who
formerly reported for Israel
Radio and “Al Hamishmar”

newspaper. He currently serves
as an analyst for the Jerusalem
Center for Public Affairs. This
article was originally published
by the Jerusalem Center for
Public Affairs.

On Jan. 6, a day that will live
in infamy, our democracy was
under armed attack in service of
a failed coup.
There is no doubt, as my preelection letters to the Journal
stated, that Trump and the
insurrectionist Republican Party
actively support, fund, and
enable white supremacist, antiSemitic, racist, and violent antidemocratic elements, and their
seditionist representatives and
allies.
It would be wonderful if the

letter writers who sided with
Trump or wondered how Jews
could support the Democratic
Party prior to November, gathered the humility and courage
to stop their political or financial support of Trumpism and
its congressional advocates.
Their party and supporters
are the greatest threat to our
republic and the most powerful
exploiters of anti-Semitism for
their political gain.
Robert Shuman
Marblehead

OPINION
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A grim connection that shows anti-Semitism has no borders
By David M. Shribman
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

M

y parents were married there.
My grandparents worshiped
there. Nearly every day during my teaching sabbatical last year at
McGill, I drove by there. And this winter
a man carrying a canister of gasoline
spray-painted swastikas there and apparently was determined to burn down the
building.
Congregation Shaar Hashomayim in
Montreal is an unlikely crime scene, but
then again, Tree of Life in Pittsburgh is
an unlikely murder scene, and 11 people
died there. Neither of these houses of
worship is my home synagogue, and yet
I have strong ties to both. Congregation
Shaar Hashomayim is in essence where
my family began. Tree of Life is three
blocks from my home.
Nobody died at Congregation Shaar
Hashomayim – which cannot be said for
Tree of Life – but the wound still stung.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
described the incident as “despicable,”
adding in a Tweet, “I condemn this
vile act in the strongest terms possible
and stand united with Congregation
@ShaarHashomayim,
Rabbi
@
AdamScheier, and Jewish Canadians
across the country. We must always
denounce antisemitic hate, no matter
when or where it arises.”
Others rushed out statements of outrage. “Anti-Semitism can rear its ugly
head anywhere and anytime,’’ said
Michael Mostyn, who heads B’nai Brith
Canada, “and we must always do our part
to combat it when it does.” Marc Miller,
the Canadian Indigenous Services minister, asked “all Canadians to stand with
Shaar Hashomayim and members of the
Jewish faith as we condemn this act that
has no place in this country.”
Nothing much that happens in Canada

Photo: Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center

Last month, swastikas were spray-painted on the front doors of Montreal’s Congrega
tion Shaar Hashomayim.

causes many ripples across the border, so
maybe that is why no one I contacted
here in the United States had heard about
this incident. Or maybe it is because
anti-Semitic acts are so common that
there mere spray painting of swastikas is
almost incidental. Maybe that, and not
the swastikas themselves, is the real tragedy. Maybe that, and not the swastikas
themselves, is the real danger.
“From Tree of Life to now, we have
gone from horse-and-buggy anti-Semitism to bullet-train anti-Semitism,’’ Bari
Weiss, who grew up across the street
from my Pittsburgh home, had her Bat
Mitzvah at Tree of Life, and is the author
of 2019’s “How to Fight Anti-Semitism”
told me. “The question is no longer where
it is flourishing, but where is it not flourishing. The ideas that made America
so exceptional for so many, including
for America’s Jews, are under sustained
assault. Things that never should have
become normal have become normal.”
Indeed, Jews in 2019 suffered more
anti-Semitic attacks – 2,100 reported – in

the U.S. than in any year in which the
Anti-Defamation League has kept count.
B’nai Brith Canada reported 2,206 antiSemitic incidents in that same year, an 8
percent increase, preserving Jews as the
most targeted religious minority north of
the 49th parallel.
“What we are seeing right now – and
this applies to the riot at the Capitol
– is that various populations feel
beleaguered,” said Randall Balmer, a
Dartmouth College professor writing a
book on religious extremists. “They no
longer have a hegemonic hold on society,
which is why you have white evangelicals marching in Washington along with
white supremacists. This sense of loss
triggers these really regrettable incidents
of anti-Semitism – and also anti-Black
and anti-Democrat sentiments.”
“Donald Trump’s message to make
American great again by making
America hate again did not stay within
our borders,” said Democratic Senator
Edward J. Markey, whose wife, Dr. Susan
Blumenthal, a former assistant surgeon

general, is Jewish. “He gave a permission
slip to say and do things we have worked
for 50 or 60 years to suppress.”
Markey, 74, whose Malden hometown had three synagogues when he
was young, continued: “We can reverse
Trump’s housing policies, his education
policies, and his environmental policies,
but how long will it take to reverse his
hatred policy? How long will it take to
convince a 12- or 16-year-old boy that
what he watched from the president of
the United States and the license he gave
to anti-Semitism is wrong?”
There is a poignant tie between
Congregation Shaar Hashomayim and
Tree of Life, and I heard about it when I
joined a clutch of rabbis for dinner at a
kosher restaurant the evening after several of the 2018 funerals in Pittsburgh.
The story began when Rabbi Scheier
made plans to fly through Washington’s
Dulles Airport from Montreal en route to
Pittsburgh for the funerals. The auxiliary
engine in the aircraft malfunctioned. A
mechanic was 30 minutes away. There
was fresh paperwork to complete. The
rabbi asked a flight attendant whether he
would make his 45-minute connection.
“No chance,” she said.
But the first officer overheard this
exchange and asked the rabbi where he
was going.
“I’m going to Pittsburgh.”
The copilot noticed the rabbi’s kippah.
The delay actually took two hours.
Finally, the rabbi was aboard, nervous
and disappointed. But the fact that a
rabbi was en route to funerals of the victims of the worst anti-Semitic attack in
American history had been sent ahead to
Dulles. United Airlines authorities moved
the incoming gate to the one beside the
Pittsburgh flight, which had been held –
this is the phrase in the text sent to the
passengers – for “unforeseen reasons.”
continued on page 17

It’s a perilous time for Netanyahu – or is it?
By Michael Widlanski
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

“I

f you resign now, we will not
pursue you,” declared Professor
Yoram Yovel, a psychologist, writing in the newspaper Ha’aretz, hinting
darkly that Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu will
do real jail time
LETTER
unless he leaves
FROM
office voluntarily.
Netanyahu
JERUSALEM
supporters, on
the contrary, feel the judicial process has
been manipulated by over-zealous prosecutors.
Many journalists and policy pundits
have offered Netanyahu the same leavenow-or-pay-later deal over the last year.
Indeed, Netanyahu could have taken the
deal two years and four elections ago but
he refused, believing that Israeli voters
would still choose him over any representative of the Israeli left or center-left.
The results in the last three elections
and current polls for the fourth election
show that Netanyahu has a better reading
of the electorate than most of his critics.
Current polls show that of the 120 seats
in the Knesset, Likud – the center-right
party Netanyahu chairs – would get about
30, enough to be the largest party by far,
but not a lock to form a coalition. In other
words, Israel might find itself heading to
yet another election in six months.
Just as the electoral picture is unclear,
so is it a mixed picture in both other arenas: courtrooms and emergency rooms.
Netanyahu has clearly done a good job
economically and a great job getting vaccinations for Israelis, but most voters say
that through uneven lockdowns, he has
mismanaged the allocation of resources
and enforcement of health regulations.
Moreover, hundreds of thousands of
Israelis have been driven into poverty by

Photo: Yonatan Sindel/Flash90

Despite the COVID-19 health emergency, thousands of ultra-Orthodox Jews attended
a public funeral on Jan. 31 in Jerusalem.

having their businesses and jobs closed which the health community now says
while some sectors have enjoyed a mea- would have worked better.
sure of favoritism.
According to the polls, Bennett could
For example, there is widespread dis- be the kingmaker after the election on
gust that Netanyahu has allowed the March 23, perhaps deciding whether
ultra-Orthodox Haredi
Netanyahu or Yair Lapid
community to keep
of the center-left Yesh
schools open despite
Atid Party gets to form
It is not surprising the
official
lockdowns,
the coalition.
Israeli left has pinned its
not to mention the
Surveys show that the
often brazen way some hopes on a swift conviction right-oriented Bennet
Haredi sectors have
would get between
of Netanyahu, because,
attended mass wed10-13 of 120 Knesset
in Jerusalem – not in
dings and funerals durseats today, with Lapid
ing the pandemic. It is Washington – we have seen winning about 18 and
the indictment, trial, and
no accident that the
Gideon Saar’s rightrate of virus contraccenter New Hope Party
punishment of leaders.
tion in the Haredi comgetting about 14. The
munity has sometimes
various Haredi parties
been three or four times the level in other are pretty sure to gather about 15 seats
Israeli communities.
together.
Mishandling of the virus response has
Predicting what may occur in the elecbuoyed the chances of Naftali Bennett’s tion is very difficult because the Knesset
Yemina (New Right) Party. He promoted representation threshold is 3.25 percent
mass-testing and differential lockdowns, or the equivalent of four Knesset seats. A

party that gets 3.24 percent gets NO seats
in the Knesset.
There are several left-oriented Israeli
parties that are dancing near the voter
threshold of four seats: the Blue and
White of Benny Gantz; the far-left Meretz
Party of Nissan Horowitz; and the new
Labor Party led by strong feminist icon
Merav Michaeli. If any of these parties
fails to make the threshold, it is a big loss
to the left, as all the votes are basically
thrown out, increasing the relative votes
of successful parties. Netanyahu could
have a bloc of 62 or maybe just 54. Tiny
margins on the threshold spell the difference.
The hard-right Religious Zionist Party
of Bezalel Smotrich shows results of four
to five seats. Smotrich broke from Bennett
and made a deal with Itamar Ben-Gvir, a
former backer of Meir Kahane. Both men
have made no secret of their hard-line
positions on Israeli territory as well as
social issues such as gay rights. His party
also might not make the cut.
The Israeli electorate is not a mirror
of Smotrich, but it is clearly more on the
right than on the left. It is suspicious of a
deal with the Palestinians and distrusts
socialism.
The Labor Party that once had 40 seats
is now struggling to get four, and only
Labor and Meretz actually call themselves left-oriented parties.
It is not surprising the Israeli left has
pinned its hopes on a swift conviction of
Netanyahu, because, in Jerusalem – not
in Washington – we have seen the indictment, trial, and punishment of leaders:
former President Moshe Katsav got jail
time for rape in 2010, and Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert was pushed out of office
in 2008, and in 2014 went to jail on corruption charges – including bribery –
uncovered during his time as mayor of
Jerusalem (1993-2003).
continued on page 16
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Today in Israeli History
FEB. 19, 2009

Yemeni Jews are secretly flown to Israel
Facing threats from Al-Qaeda and other terrorists, 10 of the fewer than 300 Jews remaining in Yemen
are secretly airlifted out by the Jewish Agency. The new immigrants to Israel include Said Ben Yisrael,
the leader of Yemen’s Jewish community. Yemen’s Jewish population was roughly 50,000 when Israel
declared independence in 1948, but almost all were flown to Israel during Operation Magic Carpet in
1949 and 1950.

FEB. 20, 1957

Eisenhower tells Israel
to follow U.N. resolutions

Photo by David Eldan, Israeli National Photo Collection

Like most of their community, Yemeni Jews fly to Israel during
Operation Magic Carpet in December 1949. Ten of the few Jews left
behind took the same journey Feb. 19, 2009.

In a nationally televised address, President
Dwight Eisenhower discusses the Middle East
situation after the October 1956 war over the
Suez Canal.
Eisenhower emphasizes the need for Israel
to abide by United Nations resolutions calling
for its withdrawal from all of Sinai and the Gaza
Strip. Israel has refused to complete its promised withdrawal while seeking international
security guarantees.

FEB. 21, 1852

Pope protests Jewish emancipation

Israeli Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion visits
President Dwight Eisenhower in the White House
in 1960.

Pope Pius IX writes to Grand Duke Leopold II of Tuscany to protest
the decision to grant some degree of emancipation to the Jews of the
grand duchy. “The spirit of the church, expressed in many dispositions and decrees … has always been to keep Catholics as much as
possible from having any contact with the infidels,” the pope writes,
building on a long tradition of church-supported anti-Semitism.

FEB. 22, 1914

Technion chooses Hebrew

Pope Pius IX was beatified in 2000
despite Jewish protests over his overt
anti-Semitism.

PROFILE

The Board of Directors of the under-construction Technikum in
Haifa decides that the language of instruction at the technical college
will be Hebrew, reversing an October decision to teach in German.
The choice of German had sparked protests in the Yishuv, whose
children are taught in Hebrew, and led Ahad Ha’am and two others to
resign from the college’s board. The university changes its name from
the German Technikum to the Hebrew Technion.

Pierce, Pierce
& Napolitano

PROFILE

The Technion, shown during construction, opened in Haifa
in 1924 with Hebrew as its language of instruction.

TORF

FUNERAL SERVICE

Pre-need planning made at our facility or in the comfort of your own home.
Amy Torf Feinberg
From left, Attorneys Grace Harrington, Judson Pierce, Janice Skillings-Goff (of counsel),
Alan Pierce, Susan McDonald, and Daniel Napolitano

S

ince 1985, the law firm now known as
Pierce, Pierce & Napolitano has helped
thousands of victims of workplace injury receive benefits under Workers’ Compensation, Social Security Disability, Accidental
Disability Retirement, and civil personal
injury claims.
Their six attorneys are recognized leaders
locally and nationally and are committed to
protecting the rights of injured persons and
their families.
Founding partner Alan Pierce is nationally known having chaired the American
Bar Association’s Workers’ Compensation,
Labor and Employer Liability Section, and
recently served as president of the Workers’
Injury Law and Advocacy Group (WILG).
Since 2004, he has hosted a podcast “Workers
Comp Matters” on the Legal Talk Network.
At the local level he has served as president
of the Massachusetts Academy of Trial Attorneys (MATA) and chaired the Workers’
Compensation Section of the Massachusetts
Bar Association. Alan holds an AV-1 rating
from Martindale-Hubbell, its highest rating

for attorneys. In 2007, he was inducted as a
Fellow in the College of Workers’ Compensation Lawyers, as was Daniel Napolitano in
2018 and Judson Pierce in 2019.
Both Judson Pierce and Dan Napolitano
lead sections or committees at WILG, MATA
and the MBA. Both have lectured or chaired
panels at many legal education programs
including for
Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education.
Pierce, Pierce & Napolitano has won
several landmark cases before the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court, including one
establishing an award for beryllium poisoning at a Salem lighting plant; another awarding benefits to a local teacher injured while
acting as chaperone for her high school’s ski
club.
Pierce, Pierce & Napolitano has been recognized as a tier 1 law firm (highest rating)
in the annual national survey of law firms
by US News & World Report for the past
six years. Alan Pierce was named Workers’
Compensation Lawyer of the Year for 2019
by US News & World Report.

27 Congress Street | Suite 301 | Salem, MA 01970
978-745-0914 | www.ppnlaw.com

S

ince our inception in 1933, Torf
Funeral Service has strived to serve
our families as if they are our own.
Amy Torf Feinberg is the fourth generation
of the Torf Family to carry on the legacy
of serving families. We hold dear the trust
that families give to us and we hold the
upmost respect for the deceased and the
families that we serve, as well as those in
attendance.
Family owned and operated, Torf Funeral Service is available for you 24 hours
a day to help, guide and ease you through
the most difficult event in your life.
The year 2020 is mercifully behind
us. It was truly an extraordinary year for
the entire world and even more so for the
families which have suffered the loss of a
loved one. The impact of the COVID-19
pandemic will linger on for the foreseeable
future; and has tested our lives, faith,
family, and friends in ways we could not
foresee.
From our experience, the COVID-19
pandemic has affected the Jewish

Community and traditions extensively.
Each COVID-19 related Jewish passing
presents unique challenges for the family
and for the traditional ways in which
we care for and bury the deceased.
Our compassion for our families has
not changed and we strive to guide all
individuals though their time of grief
during this crisis.
Our pledge to you…
“A fitting tribute to the dead; a serene
service for the living,” the late Hyman J.
Torf.
We promise that the services you
choose will pay homage to the departed
and will reflect dignity, peacefulness,
and reverence. To this end, Torf Funeral
Service provides personal, understanding,
and compassionate care. Our ideal of true
service is to accept in their fullest sense the
responsibilities of our appointed task.
Thank you for your trust and
confidence and we wish you all a happy,
healthy, and prosperous year to come.
– The Staff of Torf Funeral Service

Torf Funeral Service
151 Washington Avenue, Chelsea, MA 02150
617-889-2900 | 800-428-7161 | www.torffuneralservice.com
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Today in Israeli History
FEB. 23, 1965

‘Sallah Shabbati’ is nominated for Oscar
The Israeli movie industry has its first Oscar nominee when
“Sallah Shabbati” receives an Academy Award nomination for best
foreign language film. Although the movie does not win – the Oscar
goes to Italy’s “Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow” – it does bring
home a pair of Golden Globes, including one for star Topol. Part
of a genre known as bourekas films, “Sallah” takes a playful look at
Ashkenazi-Sephardi tensions.

from the Jewish Journal

FEB. 24, 1874

Early Zionist Moshe
Smilansky is born

“Sallah Shabbati” is the first of
(so far) 10 Israeli films nominated for the foreign language
Oscar.

Moshe Smilansky, an early
Zionist leader influential from
the military to literature, is born
in Ukraine. He settles in Rehovot in 1893. He helps found the moshav
movement and serves as a leader of the Farmers’ Federation. He
joins the Jewish Legion during World War I and becomes a local
Haganah commander. A delegate to the Seventh Zionist Congress,
he advocates peaceful coexistence with the Arabs and opposes
violence against the British. Smilansky won the Ussishkin Prize for
Literature in 1949 for an essay on the Jewish National Fund’s role in
Israel’s establishment.
Moshe Smilansky

FEB. 25, 1994

Muslims are killed in Hebron

Photo by Djampa via Wikimedia Commons

The Torah says the Cave of Machpelah is the burial
site for Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah and
Leah.

PROFILE

Items are provided by the Center for Israel Education (israeled.org), where you can find more details.

ELAINE MONACO
THE REFLECTIVE DESIGNER

E

laine Monaco is
celebrating her
22nd year with The
Reflective Designer as one
of its principals. Over that
time, her affiliation with
The Reflective Designer, a
full-service interior design
firm, has allowed her to
express all of her creativity
with complete freedom. She
is a talented colorist, drapery
expert, and especially skilled
in space planning and design.
Her knowledge of the home
furnishings industry is second
to none.

Baruch Goldstein fatally shoots 30 Muslims
worshipping at the Mosque of Abraham on
the site of Hebron’s Cave of Machpelah and
wounds 125 others before being beaten to death.
Goldstein, a member of the radical Kach party,
lives in Kiryat Arba. His attack during Ramadan
and Purim sparks two days of riots. Israeli
President Ezer Weizman calls the massacre “the
worst thing that has happened to us in the history of Zionism.”

to help clients discover
exactly what they need and
want with her careful and
caring approach. Elaine visits
clients in the comfort of
their homes so she can truly
customize her solutions to
each client’s need.

Elaine Monaco
IDS, WCAA
Designer, Partner

No solution would be
complete without reviewing
samples and Elaine goes
above and beyond to procure
just the right ones. She
carefully previews every
choice before presenting
to her clients in order to be
respectful of their time.

The platform at The Reflective Designer
is prepared to serve any interior design or
decorative need. Every style, taste, and level
of investment is addressed by the far reaching
affiliations of vendors and craftspeople which
The Reflective Designer has cultivated over
time.

Your experience with The Reflective
Designer extends beyond your work with
Elaine. She will make sure that every detail of
your order goes smoothly. Elaine will arrange
for professional installation and white glove
delivery services, all at your convenience.

As a professional, Elaine is able to address
the wide variety of challenges each client
may bring. Professional designers are adept
at helping clients fulfill their personal dreams
and Elaine is no exception. She knows how

Elaine is currently accepting new clients
and would love to speak with you. Please
contact directly by cell phone at 781-4241525, or by email, elaine@reflectivedesigner.
com.

The Reflective Designer
www.reflectivedesigner.com
781-424-1525 | elaine@reflectivedesigner.com
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ince 2003,
cate with juries
the personal
to explain how
injury law
his clients have
firm of Mazow |
been wronged.
McCullough PC
He is a skilled
has been helping
communicator,
injured persons
strong negotiain Massachusetts
tor, and zealous
Left to right: Donald Bumiller, Kevin McCullough,
and New Hampadvocate for his
Robert Mazow, Robert Hartigan
shire achieve fair
clients.
and just compensation for the injuries they
Founding partner Kevin McCullough
have sustained and find justice after the
began his career working for a national
death of a loved one.
automobile insurance carrier, responsible for
Our attorneys, Robert Mazow, Kevin
investigating, evaluating, and negotiating
McCullough, Donald Bumiller and Robert
serious injury and wrongful death claims.
Hartigan, have decades of experience
Very few personal injury attorneys have
helping victims and their families get the
worked inside an insurance company and
justice and compensation they deserve. We
defended insurance companies in lawsuits.
have built our reputation on the aggressive
Because of his vast insurance experience,
representation of our clients and our dedica- other attorneys look to Kevin for advice
tion to helping clients recover physically,
and guidance on their cases when dealing
emotionally, and financially.
with an insurance company. Kevin brings
Our attorneys are consistently recognized his irreplaceable compassion and wealth of
experience to the pursuit of representing his
for their results with selection to Massaclients.
chusetts Super Lawyers. Our collaborative
approach to every case draws on each team
At Mazow | McCullough PC, it is immember’s unique expertise to improve outportant to us that our clients receive justice
comes for our clients.
and fair compensation from the person or
corporation who wronged them, and that
Before founding the law firm, partner
they are satisfied with how they are treated,
Rob Mazow was an Assistant District Atfrom the moment they come in the door
torney in Essex County. He prosecuted
until the moment their case is resolved. We
well over 100 jury trials to verdict, gaining
have more 5 Star Reviews on Google than
invaluable experience arguing difficult cases
any other law firm on the North Shore! The
before juries and judges. In the courtroom,
Right Lawyer Makes All the DifferenceSM.
Rob is known for his ability to communi-

Mazow | McCullough PC
10 Derby Square, Salem, MA 01970
(855) 693-9084 | www.helpinginjured.com
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On Purim, let’s emulate the courage
of Queen Esther

PROFILE

H

earing loss is a
McCormack recomcommon probmends that adults get a
lem, affecting
baseline hearing evaluation
over 30% of baby boomers
at the first sign of hearand more than half of older
ing difficulty, certainly by
adults. Often people comage 60 or if there are any
plain that others mumble
concerns about memory or
or that they have diffidementia.
culty hearing in groups and
Over 95% of patients
noise. Our sense of hearing
would recommend Atlantic
is precious, it is what keeps
Hearing Care to family and
us connected to the people
friends.
Dr. Joan McCormack, Audiologist
and the activities that we
“AHC was a wonderful
love. Untreated hearing loss is associated
experience for me. I felt I was making an
with many health problems, including dia- informed decision, a chance I did not have
betes, depression and an increased risk of
at another place where I did not get
dementia. Research shows that using well
to try on the aids before ordering. I love
fit hearing aids can significantly reduce the them!“ – M.B.
negative effects of hearing loss and improve
“My self-confidence is so much better.
quality of life.
That’s the big thing, I don’t have to turn
Audiologist Dr. Joan McCormack and
away from people. There are so many
her team at Atlantic Hearing Care offer
hearing aid places, I am glad I came to
services to help people participate fully in
you. My doctor also recommended you.”
life. They do more than simply fit hearing
– G.E.
aids, they reconnect people to the relationWe offer solutions for every lifestyle and
ships and community connections necesbudget. We accept most insurance, nosary for quality of life. They go beyond a
interest financing is available. Call today
traditional hearing test with a Functional
for a demonstration and free two-week
Hearing Assessment to look at how your
trial.
ears and brain process information, how
Visit our website (www.AtlanticHearing
you tolerate and hear in noise and the
Care.com) to take our online hearing quiz
effort you put into hearing. This helps us
and learn more about our services.
select and program the best solution for
Check out our non-profit affiliate at
your success.
www.nshearingfoundation.org.

990 Paradise Road, Suite 3A
2 First Ave., Suite 127-1
Swampscott, MA 01907
Peabody, MA 01960
781-581-1500
978-717-5370
www.AtlanticHearingCare.com
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Now the Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial
Chapel, the long established and trusted
funeral home, has provided each subsequent
generation with personalized, dignified, and
compassionate services.
Although the commitment to excellence
remains the same, Stanetsky-Hymanson has
always responded to changing times. Each
funeral detail is designed to assist families
through the most difficult stage
of life.
“Losing a loved one is an emotional,
heartbreaking experience,” said Carl
Goldman, Funeral Director of Advance
Planning and the fourth generation of the
Hymanson family serving the community.
“And we do nothing by rote. We help
each family by listening, establishing their
individual needs, and offering solutions,
allowing loved ones to celebrate a life and
mourn a loss in the way most meaningful to
them.
“We are progressive in that we will respect
the wishes of everyone we help, whether they

By Sam Glaser
The secret of Adar is concealed behind
the “mask” of Purim. The scroll we read,
Megillat Esther, is one of the closing
entries in the Jewish biblical canon and
interestingly, has no mention of God’s
name. We start the year with the Pesach
Haggadah and its manifold recitations
of gratitude to God for the miracles performed on our behalf. By the end of the
Jewish calendar year, God is out of the
dialogue and it’s all about Mordechai and
Queen Esther. What has changed? Over
the Jewish year, we transition from an
emphasis on God’s revealed hand in our
redemption (Exodus) to a focus on the
action of individuals while God operates
behind the scenes (Esther). The message:
God is always with us, even when God’s
presence is hidden. In order to retain
our freedom of choice, God is precisely
concealed, to the exact degree that we
must strive to find God. This spiritual
awareness is the engine of our enhanced
joy during this special month. Megillat
Esther can be translated as “revealing the
hidden.” This remarkable tome serves as
a lesson plan for perceiving God’s hand
behind all events, for all time.
One of the central tenets of Judaism
is that each of us has a crucial role in
Tikkun Olam. This is emphasized at the
climax of the Purim story: when Queen
Esther is given the chance to be the hero

by Uncle Mordechai, he warns her, “If
you remain silent at this time, relief and
deliverance for the Jews will come from
another place” (Esther 4:14). Thankfully,
she saves the day. All of us are faced with
this fundamental challenge. We can opt
in or relegate ourselves to the sidelines.
God will get the job done regardless. I
say: let’s go for it!
Purim should be celebrated with
heartfelt exuberance. Take advantage
of the transformative power of the four
special mitzvah opportunities: hear the
Megillah chanted both night and day,
give substantially to the needy, offer
neighbors packages of a few items of
food as a token of friendship and eat a
hearty meal at the end of the day
Let us apply the lessons of Purim
year-round. Acknowledge the miracle of
God’s stewardship behind the scrim of
our lives. Be there for a friend with a gift
of food, the gift of time and a patient
ear. Seek out opportunities to serve the
needy. Be deeply grateful for the feeling of belongingness to this remarkable
nation. Share words of Torah with a lighthearted song and a smile. May we always
seek to emulate the courage of Queen
Esther, and may we not stand idly by with
all the challenges facing our people and
the entire world.
Sam Glaser is musician and writer.
Visit his website at www.samglaser.com.
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n 1910, when
Philip Hymanson
founded the
original Hymanson
Memorial Chapel
in a small house
on Blossom Street
in Lynn, he could
not have foreseen
the immense changes in our local Jewish
community and how Jewish funerals are
conducted in the 21st century.

Illustrated Megillat Esther (Book of Esther), Ferrara (Italy), 1616

identify as Orthodox,
Conservative,
Reform, or in
observance of a
Jewish way of life,
and can suggest
unique ways to
personalize services
for our clients.” One
constant, said Goldman, is the commitment
of the staff to continue the tradition of
outstanding service begun by Philip and
continued by his son and grandson, Louis
and Edward Hymanson.
In recent years, the funeral home has
upgraded its location in Salem’s Vinnin
Square, which is now fully handicapped
accessible, by making improvements to
parking areas, the family room, and the
chapel. We are continuing to assess the
changing needs of our families and are
beginning to navigate new ways to serve in
a more modern capacity. We encourage and
welcome feedback to enhance the level of
comfort that is received while in our care.
Kindness is at the heart of so many Jewish
traditions. Saying farewell to a loved one is
no exception to that rule. We pride ourselves
on a commitment to kindness and value the
importance of facilitating the mitzvah of a
meaningful goodbye.
The caring staff at Stanetsky-Hymanson
encourages you to contact them for more
information, or if you require guidance in
these sensitive matters. Since 1910, they
stand ready to assist.

Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial Chapel
10 Vinnin Street | Salem, MA 01970
781-581-2300 | www.StanetskyHymansonSalem.com

F

or the very best in short-term rehabilitation, skilled nursing, and long-term care,
AdviniaCare Salem is here for you and your family. Beyond clinical expertise, our
inviting community atmosphere and team of compassionate caregivers will help
you feel right at home.
Our Healthcare Services include:
■ SKILLED CARE SERVICES
• Wound Care
• IV/ Infusion Therapy
• Feeding Tubes
• Respiratory Therapy
• Medication Management
• Diabetes Management
• Congestive Heart Failure Management
• Trach Care Management
• NG Tube Management
• E-Stim, Ultrasound, and Diathermy
■ SHORT TERM CARE SERVICES
• Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy
• Orthopedic/Joint Replacement Program
• Cardiac Rehabilitation
• Post-Stroke Rehabilitation
• Pain Management
• Pulmonary Rehabilitation
■ LONG TERM CARE SERVICES
• Cognitive Impairment Therapy
• Hospice/Palliative Care
Along with our high quality of clinical care, AdviniaCare Salem has many amenities
to help our guests truly enjoy their stay. Meet a friend at the pub, try a new style at the
hair salon, or enjoy a book from the library. Can’t decide? Our Activities Director and
team have a full calendar of events to choose from.

AdviniaCare Salem
7 Loring Hills Avenue, Salem, MA 01970
Phone: (978) 741-5700 | Fax: (978) 745-8888
www.AdviniaCare.com
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Leslie Epstein’s latest novel shines
new light on the making of ‘Casablanca’
By Charles Munitz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

N

oted author and longtime director of the creative writing program
at Boston University, Leslie
Epstein, has written a new
novel, “Hill of Beans,” inspired
by the creation of the film
“Casablanca.” The title of the
novel, movie buffs may recall,
is taken from one of Humphrey
Bogart’s famous lines in the 1942
classic.
Produced by Warner Brothers,
“Casablanca” was coauthored by
Epstein’s father, Philip Epstein,
and Philip’s identical twin brother, Julius Epstein, along with

Howard Koch – all three of whom
received Academy Awards for
Best Adapted Screenplay. The
Epstein brothers became a
remarkably successful screenwriting duo, authoring scripts
for “The Man Who Came To
Dinner” the same year, and for
“Arsenic and Old Lace” two years
later.
The brothers were close, personally as well as professionally.
Tragically, Philip died in his early
40s of cancer in 1952 when Leslie
was 13. But his Uncle Julius went
on to live into his 90s, becoming
a surrogate father for Leslie.
Leslie Epstein graduated
from Yale in the 1950s, went
to Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar

afterward, and returned to the
States to study theatrical writing, but eventually turned to fiction. His celebrated “King of the
Jews” (1979), a Holocaust novel,
is a treatment of the historic figure Chaim Rumkowski, the head
of the Judenrat (Jewish councils
responsible for selecting Jews to
go to concentration camps) in
the Łód ghetto in Poland during
the Second World War.
An autobiographical novel
about being reared in Hollywood
in the ‘40s, “San Remo Drive”
(2003), took its inspiration from
Epstein’s colorful early years
with his successful and, in many
ways, hilariously incorrigible
continued on page 11

Photo: Courtesy of Leslie Epstein

Jules and Philip Epstein received Academy Awards for Best Adapted
Screenplay for “Casablanca.”

Gloucester violinist helps keep the sound of Yiddish music alive
By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

A

bigale Reisman was a
19-year-old undergraduate at The Manhattan
School of Music when she fell
in love. The classical violin performance major was listening
to a lot of Russian composers
such as Tchaikovsky, Prokofiev,
and Stravinsky, but something
was missing. She yearned for
the Jewish music she grew up
with in synagogue and Jewish
day school, and the special place
it had in her heart.
A friend suggested she check
out a genre of music she had
never heard of – klezmer – and
for Reisman, it was obsession
at first listen. Luckily, she lived
in New York City, home to some
of the leading klezmorim. She
booked a private lesson with violinist Alicia Svigals (co-founder
of the Grammy-winning band
The Klezmatics), and attended
KlezKamp – a yearly Klezmer
music and Yiddish culture festival – in the Catskills.
“It was a beautiful introduction to the klezmer world and I
never left,” Reisman said from
her Gloucester home.
Almost 15 years later,
the Atlanta native is a violinist, composer, and educator.
She wears many musical hats,
from klezmer and classical to
experimental and pop. She is a
cofounder of Thread Ensemble,
an experimental trio that creates
music out of interactions with
their audiences; a member of
Tredici Bacci, which was featured
in Rolling Stone’s “10 Artists You
Need to Know: November 2016;”
and a composer, arranger, and
performer in the International
Jewish Music Festival awardwinning band, Ezekiel’s Wheels
Klezmer Band.
Although Reisman doesn’t
have a favorite musical genre
(“I love it all in different ways”),
she plans to focus her energy
on recording a series of videos
that explore the treasures of
the Jewish violin, thanks to a
grant from Club Passim’s Iguana
Music Fund.
Her purpose is two-fold: To
create and release her own interpretation of the music she loves
so dearly, and to reveal to the
average Jewish music listener
the complex history of the violin
in East European Jewish music.
“The fidl [Yiddish for violin]
truly mimics the human voice,
especially the cantorial sound,”
Reisman said. “It speaks in

Photo: Bryce Vickmark

Klezmer violinist Abigale Reisman recently received a grant from
Club Passim’s music fund.

Yiddish sentences and gestures.
It plays pieces full of bubbling
trills, moans, slides, and specifically Jewish phrasing.”
The grant money will ensure
the sound and video qualities of
her recordings will capture these
subtleties.
Since 2008, the Iguana Music
Fund has awarded gifts annually
to musicians for career building
projects and for those that provide community service through

music. Abby Altman, Club
Passim manager, said Reisman
is known for being part of great
ensembles. Her application
stood out because it focused on
her as a solo artist working in a
genre she is passionate about.
“We’re excited to see what she
creates when she is in complete
control of the material,” Altman
said.
Reisman’s target audience for
her videos is both the casual

Jewish music listener and the
next generation of serious
klezmer violinists. Although
most contemporary audiences
think of the clarinet as klezmer’s
dominant melodic instrument,
for hundreds of years the violin was the epicenter of Eastern
European shtetl music. Reisman
wants to introduce this fidl-centric music to those whose only
exposure has been to the 20th
century jazz-influenced clarinet-centric version of klezmer.
She also wants to provide serious klezmer violinists with 21st
century videos that contain both
archival repertoires and clear
views of the technical aspects
of playing klezmer. Reisman
recalled she didn’t know where
to turn to when she started to
play klezmer fidl. The only archival recordings she found were
scratchy and difficult to decipher. She wants her videos to
make it easier for violinists to get
an immediate sense of the music
they could play. “I also want to
lure them into listening to the
archival recordings,” she said.
Ashkenazi Jewish culture has
played a large part in Reisman’s

life since she was a child. “It creates a beautiful community and
gives me a familiar access point
to spirituality, morality, and
kindness,” she said. She remembers feeling especially connected to Judaism as a young Jewish
day school student. “I liked following rules and they had a lot
of rules,” she said with a chuckle.
COVID-19 has been hard for
her and her musician husband,
Charles Clements. Although
Reisman lost a lot of summer
gigs (weddings, outdoor festivals, etc.), she has been able
to teach and perform virtually
and has helped create an online
global klezmer community.
She’s also been able to slow
down and think about the future
of her career and the important,
constructive role artists play
in safeguarding our humanity. “This is why I’ve finally been
able to conceive of the start of
this project that has been in the
back of my mind for so many
years,” she said.
To learn more and listen to
Abigale Reisman’s music, visit
abigalereisman.com.
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‘Casablanca’
from page 11

father and uncle. Apparently,
Jack Warner, the notoriously
dictatorial head of Warner
Brothers, could not stand the
Epsteins’ idiosyncratic habits
but they were so good at what
they did he grudgingly accommodated them.
“They were the only people
on earth who could mock Jack
Warner and get away with it,”
Leslie Epstein said during an
interview with the Journal.
Readily
acknowledging
Warner’s despicable qualities, Epstein, nonetheless said
“he fell in love” with Warner’s
“outrageous” character as a dramatic vehicle for his novel. In a
brief prefix, Epstein identifies
“one man who responded” to
the desperation of “an imprisoned Europe with hope turned
towards America,” and confirmed in conversation that the
man he had in mind was Jack
Warner. The crusty producer
wanted to make audiences pay
attention to what was going on
in Europe by showcasing the
tale of refugees stranded in
Morocco.
This sense of the utterly serious and the humorously ironic, so present in the writing of
Leslie Epstein’s father and uncle,
carry through into his own writing as well. Subtitled “A Novel
of War and Celluloid,” “Hill of
Beans” is filled not only with
imaginatively rich accounts of
the political history of the era,
but it overflows with fascinating film sagas. At once it takes
on the major players of World
War II and the machinations in

Hollywood around the creation
of “Casablanca.”
Written almost completely as
a series of first-person accounts,
the many characters in “Hill of
Beans” range from Warner and
his picturesque masseur – and,
as Epstein notes, “Warner’s only
real friend” – to Nazi propaganda chief Joseph Goebbels and
Russian autocrat Joseph Stalin.
The book is filled with Jewish
characters in Hollywood, in
cluding, among many, Warner,
the Epstein brothers, and even
Hedy Lamarr.
Jumping from character to
character and voice to voice, in
different time frames, the book
is a bit of a collage, but comes
together convincingly as an
ironic treatment of a world at
war and of the emergence of a
great Hollywood film of the era.
It is well known that though
“Casablanca” was produced and
written by Jews and is about
Europe during World War II, the
word “Jew” never comes up in
the film. A refugee couple, without any mention of their ethnicity other than as Bulgarians, is
featured as the only indirect reference. Epstein notes that, during the 1940s until the end of the
war, no Hollywood film mentioned the word “Jew” except for
one, “Mr. Skeffington” (1944),
written and produced by Philip
and Julius Epstein.
Leslie Epstein will discuss
“Hill of Beans” on March 1 at 7
p.m. in a live interview online.
For free tickets, visit brooklinebooksmith.com.

Walnut Street Synagogue
announces film series
CHELSEA – At their Founders’ Day program
in Sept. 2019, the Walnut Street Synagogue
announced plans to transform their historic
building into a museum and cultural center with
programs open to the entire community. The
synagogue recently announced its Tikkun Olam/
Sanar El Mundo Film Series as an early step
towards making that transition a reality.
The free virtual film series is conducted in
partnership with Women in Film and Video
New England (WIFVNE) and the Boston Latino
International Film Festival (BLIFF). This program
is supported in part by a grant from the Chelsea
Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a
state agency. Due to COVID restrictions, the entire
event – both the screenings and discussions – will
be virtual.
Films will be screened on two Sunday afternoons in February and one Sunday afternoon in
March. The theme of the movies is the objective
to “heal and repair the world,” consistent with the
Jewish concept of Tikkun Olam, which translates
into Spanish as “Sanar El Mundo.” Films will be
followed immediately by roundtable discussions
with filmmakers and community members. 2020
was an extraordinarily difficult year for millions of
people. In the midst of the difficulties and crises,
truly heroic acts by individuals and organizations
have helped to repair, support and heal the lives
of so many. This series of films celebrates the way
even a small act of Tikkun Olam can have a deep
impact.
“The Longing: The Forgotten Jews of South
America” will be shown on Feb. 21 at 3:30 p.m.
This film tells the story of a small group of South
Americans, whose ancestors were European Jews
forced to convert during the Spanish Inquisition.
They long to affirm their faith while isolated in
Catholic countries. Despite being rejected by local
Jewish communities, they battle to become Jews
regardless of the consequences.
“Decade of Fire” will be shown on Feb. 28 at
3:30 p.m. This film follows the plight of Black and

“The Longing: The Forgotten Jews of South
America” will be shown on Feb. 21 at 3:30 p.m.

Puerto Rican residents of the South Bronx who
were blamed for the devastation of their neighborhood caused by fires in the 1970s, despite their
daily battles to save their neighborhoods. The film
uncovers the truth along with policies of racism
and neglect that still shape our cities.
“Havana Curveball” will be shown on March 14
at 4 p.m. This film is the story of 13-year-old Mica
who takes to heart his rabbi’s dictate to help “heal
the world.” He launches a grand plan to send baseballs and baseball equipment to Cuba, a country
with a mysterious pull. He knows only that Cubans
have few resources, love baseball, and that they
saved his grandpa’s life during the Holocaust.
Each film will be followed by a moderated discussion with the filmmaker and special guests.
“The Longing” will feature special guest Rabbi
Claudia Kreiman of Brookline’s Temple Beth Zion
in conversation with filmmaker Gabriela Bohm.
“Decade of Fire” will be moderated by Sabrina
Aviles (executive director of the Boston Latino
International Film Festival) and feature the filmmakers Vivian Irizarry and Gretchen Hildebran
as well as Chelsea’s own GreenRoots’ executive
team, Roseann Bongiovanni and Maria Belen.
Guest panelists for “Havana Curveball” will be
announced soon.
“The Walnut Street Synagogue today embraces
partnerships with the Chelsea community and
continued on page 17

NEW OFFERINGS!

SWAMPSCOTT

MARBLEHEAD

Rare Opportunity!! Live on a most desirable point location.
Gracious eleven room shingle style colonial set on lovely
professional grounds with glorious ocean views. This special
4 bedroom, 3 full and two half bath property boasts three
fireplaces and affords all the amenities wanted today.
Offered below assessed value. Call for your private tour.
$1,750,000

Enjoy gracious living with traditional design and modern
amenities. New 5 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath construction with finish
customization opportunities. Imagine having enough space
to have everyone home working and remote learning and still
enjoying each other’s company. Open floor plan living!
To learn more, call for a private showing.
$1,695,000

300 Salem Street
Swampscott
781.593.6111

saganharborside.com

One Essex Street
Marblehead
781.631.8800
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Local synagogues will break out the joy for Purim
from page 1

are delivering or mailing goody
bags to members, students in
the religious school are putting
together a montage for a virtual
talent show, and there will be
a creative reading on Zoom of
the Megillah on Erev Purim with
his brother Rabbi Eli Perlman’s
synagogue, Congregation Beit
Shalom in New Jersey.
Rabbi David Kudan of Temple
Tiferet Shalom in Peabody said
highlights of the celebration will
include a Purim drive-by gift bag
pickup on Feb, 21 at 10 a.m.; a
replay on Zoom of past Purim
spiels; and a reading of the
Megillah on Feb. 25 on Zoom. He
said the temple’s music director
has put together a great script
that likens the banquet in the
story to a super-spreader event.
“Certainly, there is a lot to
say about that,” said the rabbi
when asked about what lessons
one can draw from Purim that
applies to the pandemic. “The
question is there is something
that especially applies this year.
It’s escaped no one’s notice it’s
a holiday in which people wear
masks.”
One of the interesting aspects
of someone wearing a mask or
a costume, Kudan said, is even
though people are pretending,
they adopt a different persona
that often reveals something
about themselves, whether it be
taking on the role of a character
they admire or putting on the
mask of a villain. Even though
they don’t want to be a villain,
the mask brings out something
in them, whether it be boldness
or humor.
Kudan also noted that masks
have become a chance for selfexpression. Children wear them
with their favorite characters,
and he has one from the Peabody
Essex Museum with one of his
favorite paintings on it.

“Not everyone has been willing to wear a mask, and that
reveals something about the caring for others,” Kudan said.
Congregation Shirat Hayam
in Swampscott will be holding a Purim Party on Feb. 25 at
6:15 p.m. on Zoom. Attendees
are being asked to dress in their
best “good vs. evil disguise.” The
music will be provided by Cantor
Alty Weinreb, and Rabbi Michael
Ragozin will be leading the fight
of good vs. evil.
“I think that we will [be]
together to celebrate the triumph of good over evil,” Ragozin
said. The story of Purim is “the
triumph of a small minority that
was facing genocide, the triumph of good over evil … It will
invoke an inner joy,” he said of
what the spiel will bring out in
people. The story also gives one
a sense of Jewish unity.
“We are all in this together,
it doesn’t matter if you are the
queen in the palace or homeless
on the street,” Ragozin said of
living through the pandemic.
Chabad of the North Shore
is planning a “Purim Under
the Stars” midwinter barbeque
and “fireside chill” on Feb. 25
at its temple at 44 Burrill St. in
Swampscott. Megillah readings
will be at 6:05, 7:05, and 8:05
p.m. There is limited space and
you must RSVP at nsjewish.com.
“I think from one vantage
point, it was easier to observe the
High Holidays; it was simply a
matter of redirecting a prevailing
solemnness,” said Chabad of the
North Shore Rabbi Yossi Lipsker
in a message. “But observing
Purim might be trickier. You can’t
take the joy out or it’s not Purim.
And I know lots of folks are saying, ‘How can I be joyful when
I’m still so afraid of COVID? How
can I be joyful knowing how
many people lost their lives?’

“The truth is that by owning
these important questions and
NOT sweeping it under the rug,
we might be setting ourselves
up for an even more substantive
JOY,” Lipsker added.
“In order to ‘get there,’ we
will have to really WORK at it
this Purim. Though we can each
arrive at that JOY-full moment
differently, and we might experience it differently; if we ‘work the
problem’ successfully we can set
ourselves up for a uniquely profound joy that makes up qualitatively for all that is missing
quantitatively.”
Other temples are also getting
into the Purim spirit. Temple
Emanu-El in Marblehead wants
congregants to fulfill a mitzvah
with a Purim Food Drive for the
Massachusetts Coalition for the
Homeless on Sunday, Feb. 21,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., with the
drop-off location outside the
youth lounge/religious school
door. Those dropping off donations will get a Purim Prop Bag.
On Feb. 25, Erev Purim, on Zoom
there will be hamantaschen baking for families and children at 4
p.m., a family Megillah reading
at 6 p.m., and an adult reading at
7 p.m. The readings are hosted
by Rabbi David Meyer and Music
Director Jon Nelson.
Temple B’nai Abraham
in Beverly is planning a
‘Zoomegillah’ Purim Celebration
on Feb. 25. at 6:30 p.m. with an
interactive Megillah reading, costume parade, music, kids’ dance
party, and more. The event will
be streamed live on the temple’s
Facebook page and you can contact office@tbabeverly.org for
the Zoom link. Temple Ahavat
Achim in Gloucester will mark
Purim on Feb. 25 at 6:30 p.m.
with an online Megillah reading.
For more information, contact
office@taagloucester.org.
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Keeping Yiddish culture alive and well in Somerville
from page 1

Yiddush-speaking immigrants –
was founded by Hankus Netsky
in 1980. That same year, against
all odds, Aaron Lansky launched
the National Yiddish Book
Center in Amherst.
Gritz and Katz created opportunities to pursue their love of
singing Yiddish music. After two
years of formal language classes,
they started their own conversation group, a Yiddish Vinkle, in
their home.
They were among those at
the forefront of rejuvenating the
Boston Workmen’s Circle – now
Boston Workers Circle – and its
Yiddish children’s school. The
Workmen’s Circle – Der Arbeter
Ring in Yiddush – was started
more than a century ago in New
York City as an immigrant-era
mutual aid organization.
Among those who joined their
vinkle was Harry Bochner, the
son of Holocaust survivors who
grew up in a Yiddish-speaking
home.
“When Linda and Mike and
others started – in the mid-1980s
– it was hard to find anyone to
talk to [in Yiddish]. There weren’t
lectures. There was nothing,” said
Bochner, a Medford resident and
co-editor of the Comprehensive
Yiddish-English Dictionary.
In 1988, when Gritz was pregnant, it was Bochner who tossed
out the idea that Gritz and Katz
speak Yiddish to their baby.
Gritz was hardly convinced.

She didn’t consider her Yiddish
good enough to express herself
with her child. “Not my broken Yiddish,” she insisted to
Bochner.
But Bochner persisted, month
after month.
“Better broken Yiddish than
no Yiddish,” Gritz recalled him
insisting.
That imperative to help keep
the language alive sealed the
decision for Gritz and Katz.
During the early years, it was
all Yiddish for both kids. By the
time both kids were teens, it was
closer to half the time.
In a recent interview on
Zoom, Katz, Gritz, and Pauli
get a chuckle about Pauli’s first
days at the Alef-Bet day care
in Cambridge. The teacher
said Pauli was talking, but they
couldn’t understand her.
“I don’t remember my mom
saying a word to me in English
until I was about 8,” Ben Katz
wrote in an email.
Being raised in a Yiddishspeaking home wasn’t uncomfortable, he said. “... It simply
was how my life was. I had
friends whose childhood homes
were filled with Portuguese,
Spanish, Vietnamese, mine was
Yiddish,” wrote the 29-year-old,
who now lives in Brooklyn.
At the Workers Circle, Gritz
and Katz formed a community
with others who were not joining synagogues but who wanted

to connect with a tradition built
on Yiddish culture.
“I am very committed to my
Judaism, but I’m not a believer,”
Katz said. “Once you make that
choice, how do you transmit
that culture and belief system
without religion?”
Ben says the Jewish culture
his parents instilled in him has
influenced his life more than
the language. “Being socially
conscious, trying to build community, seeking to help those in
need are all things that come to
mind,” he wrote.
A few years after college,
Pauli spent a summer as a
Steiner fellow, an intensive
Yiddish program at the National
Yiddish Book Center. The experience inspired her to resume
her interest in education. She
now teaches English and history to English language learners
at Revere High School, and also
teaches seventh grade at the
Boston Workers Circle school.
Pauli, 32, is grateful to her parents for their unusual decision
three decades ago. Everything
she has accomplished professionally has come from that
Yiddish connection, she said.
On a deeply personal level, it
has given her confidence in her
Jewish identity.
“It goes back to who I am. It’s
my heritage. I have 100 percent
ownership. Because I grew up in
it, it’s mine.”
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Resurrecting forgotten Chelsea
A stunning portrait of greed and the invisible

Former Chelsea Mayor Joel Pressman admitted in court he accepted bribes while in office; jumping rope at Chelsea’s Quigley Park; man in derby hat.

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF

O

h near-mythical Chelsea,
the city of soul and corruption. Our Tammany
Hall on the Mystic River where
immigrants have always found
a modest flat to launch their
American Dream. Chelsea,
a place of sweat and toil; its
sagging three-deckers, where
families laid out their hopes
and dreams for much of the
last century in Yiddish, Italian,
and Polish while industry – and
fumes and lead paint chips from
the Mystic River Bridge – drifted
in, making it one of the most
polluted cities in America. Oh
Chelsea, where ward healers
at City Hall and crooked cops
counted their cash from developers and business owners, who
understood that everything in
the two-square-mile city was for
sale.
In “Turbulent Years in
Chelsea: Documenting Life in
the 70s and 80s,” Josh Resnek and

Arnie Jarmak, two Marblehead
natives who ditched their
comfortable suburban lives in
the 1970s to become journalists at the Chelsea Record, tell
a remarkable tale of a city in
decline. On these pages, you’ll
step into the Wild West – that
blur of black and white tenements that you glance at while
driving over the Tobin Bridge –
where corruption was the rule,
and everything seemed broken
except for the working stiffs and
families who wanted a better
life for their children.
Resnek, a reporter, and
Jarmak, a photographer whose
black-and-white pictures adorn
the pages, lived in the city for
decades and tell a tale that
might even make some oldtimers from the Bowery blush.
“We especially came to love the
characters dressed in rags and
dirty clothes, living in the street,
eating scraps from trash barrels or dumpsters, crashing in
warm hallways or living desperate lives in rooming houses,”

Resnek and Jarmak write.
There is charm and dignity to
the city’s history, and the authors
pay homage to its modest
beginnings. George Washington
made several trips to Chelsea
during the Revolutionary War;
Abraham Lincoln – then a Whig
congressman from Illinois –
gave a speech at Gerrish Hall
in 1848. As immigrants found
their way to Chelsea by the early
20th century, the Irish and Jews
emerged as power brokers.
For New England Jews,
few areas – save for the West
End or Dorchester – played
a more influential role in the
Americanization of the Eastern
European immigrant. Everyone
who grew up near here seemed
to have a relative in Chelsea.
“Turbulent Years” documents
their arrival in the late 1800s
and early 1900s. By the 1920s,
the city’s Ward 2 – now the site of
a Market Basket – was home to
most of the city’s 20,000 Jews. On
those streets, rag and recycling
firms were nestled between sad

This collaboration tale is more than a story of Chelsea in
the 20th Century. It is the story of America and 10,000
cities just like it.

TURBULENT YEARS IN CHELSEA
DOCUMENTING LIFE IN THE ’70s & ‘80s
By ARNIE JARMAK and JOSHUA RESNEK

I

n 1977 two childhood friends Josh
Resnek and Arnie Jarmak left
Marblehead to pursue their dreams.
Resnek wanted to be a writer, Jarmak a
photographer.
They moved to Chelsea to work for
the daily Chelsea Record. Hired by
Publisher Andrew Quigley, they
worked together every day for longer
than a decade.
Inspired by the black and white
masters of photography Walker
Evans and Lewis Hine, Jarmak set
out to produce a record of life in this
old city.
Inspired by Balzac, Tolstoy,
DosPassos, Steinbeck and many
masters of narrative, Resnek
worked at his dream of telling the
story of real people in a working
class city.
Join them as they take you on a
trip back to Chelsea and America
in the 1970’s.
They never gave up their dream.

Available at Amazon.com, BarnesandNoble.com, www.goodreads.com,
www.ebay.com, among many others.
Also available at local bookstores.

brick tenements, allowing for
Greater Boston’s own Lower
East Side to emerge. There were
open-air markets where people
bartered in Yiddish and over 20
synagogues.
“Turbulent Years in Chelsea”
brings alive the characters
that shaped the city’s history.
Perhaps no one loomed larger than Lawrence Quigley, a
populist mayor who handed
out turkeys on Thanksgiving
and Christmas to the poor, and
buried the indigent. He spoke
Gaelic and Yiddish, and ruled
the city with his golden tongue.
The authors detail a mayoral
debate in front of Jews in the
early 1920s, when Quigley faced
a Harvard-educated Jewish
attorney, Colonel Clarence
Richmond. Richmond challenged Quigley to name the
number of Jews he had hired
to work as police or firefighters.
“You good people work hard so
your children can go to college
and become doctors, lawyers,
and accountants. That’s why
I’ve never appointed a Jewish
fireman or policeman,” Quigley
said, as the crowd roared.
“Turbulent Years in Chelsea”
is also a paean to the golden
orator’s son, Andrew Quigley.
The younger Quigley served as
mayor, state representative, and
state senator before buying the
Chelsea Record in 1976. It was
the younger Quigley who hired
the authors.
While Andrew Quigley did
not allow investigative reporting
in his paper, “Turbulent Years
in Chelsea” frees the writers to
document a period of greed
and corruption that operated
openly – from the warrens of
City Hall to the Police Station

Photos: Arnie Jarmak

to grimy, forlorn Fifth Street,
where slot machines clanged in
back rooms and bookies and
gambling chiefs set up shop.
In between the hustlers
and strongmen, like Sammy
Berkowitz – the city’s “King of
Crime” who operated out of
the Harmony Bar, sipped miniature bottles of champagne
and carried around a pardon he
received from Ronald Reagan –
we’re gifted with Jarmak’s stunning photos of a lost and invisible working class. The honesty
and simplicity of the portraits
reflect a world almost devoid
of technology. It is hard to conceive of any of his subjects holding a cell phone or conducting
online banking.
It all crashed in the early
1990s when several former
Chelsea mayors were indicted
and went to jail, and the city and
its school system was taken over
by the state. That’s when this
forgotten city began to rebuild.
If you grew up in Chelsea,
this book is a must – if only for
the photos to remind you of
the sense of place the community had amid so much chaos.
The authors are working on two
more books for this planned
three-volume set. Perhaps they
will further document how so
many Chelsea natives could
overcome obstacles such as
poverty, pollution, and corruption, and become some of the
most successful and brilliant
minds in our region.
“Turbulent Years in Chelsea:
Documenting Life in the 70s
and 80s,” by Arnie Jarmak and
Joshua Resnek. The History
Press, 142 pages, $22 in paperback.
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Legacy Lifecare provides services to Sisters
of Charity-Halifax’s Wellesley campus
By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

CHELSEA – Legacy Lifecare
has started providing management, operational development
and consulting assistance to the
Sisters of Charity-Halifax’s campus in Wellesley.
Sisters of Charity-Halifax is a
nonprofit Halifax, Nova Scotia,
Canada-based congregation
of Catholic religious women,
which began its ministries in
health care, education and
social services in 1849, according the organization’s website. The Sisters have served in
schools, hospitals and parishes
in Canada, Massachusetts, New
York, Peru and the Dominican
Republic.
The congregation’s retirement residences in the
United States are the Marillac
Residence, a Level IV rest home
with 76 beds, and the Elizabeth
Seton Residence, a skilled nursing and rehabilitation residence
with 84 beds. Both are part of
Mount Saint Vincent retirement
community in Wellesley Hills.
The residences were built for
sisters in need of nursing care.
In 1980, the Elizabeth Seton
Residence opened its doors to
the public when it was granted a
license to operate a skilled nursing and rehabilitation facility,

Sister Margaret Fitzpatrick

while the Marillac Residence, a
former rest home for religious
women, was granted a license to
open to the public in 2017. Both
residences welcome people of
all religious traditions, cultural,
ethnic and racial backgrounds.
Legacy Lifecare is a nonprofit
management resources collaborative that manages Chelsea
Jewish Lifecare of Chelsea
and Peabody, JGS Lifecare of
Longmeadow, and Deutsches
Altenheim in West Roxbury.
Legacy Lifecare began providing management services to the
Wellesley campus on Jan. 1.
“We are excited to partner
with Legacy Lifecare,” said Sister
Margaret Fitzpatrick, congregational leader of the Sisters of

Charity-Halifax, in a prepared
statement. “By joining a network of nonprofit elder care
organizations, we are better
prepared to deal with today’s
increasingly complex healthcare
landscape while retaining our
mission and community focus.
We are confident this collaboration will strongly benefit our
residents, employees, and surrounding community.”
With this partnership, the
Sisters
of
Charity-Halifax
(Wellesley) will oversee branding, strategic planning and fundraising, while Legacy Lifecare
will provide executive leadership, day-to-day support, and
general management services. Both residences are highly
regarded in the Greater Boston
area.
“Like all our members, Sisters
of Charity-Halifax (Wellesley)
is committed to providing the
highest possible caliber of care,”
said Adam Berman, president
and CEO of Legacy Lifecare, in
a press release. “We are thrilled
to partner with this esteemed
nonprofit organization. I look
forward to working with their
talented leadership team, headed by Lori Ferrante, administrator of the Elizabeth Seton
Residence, and Sister Judith
Breen, administrator of the
Marillac Residence.”
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GLSS is helping to reduce isolation during
the pandemic
LYNN – For an agency that
has built its reputation over 45
years on developing personal,
trusting relationships with
consumers and their families,
a global pandemic required
quickly pivoting to new ways of
doing things. Within days, most
programming at Greater Lynn
Senior Services (GLSS) shifted to
a telehealth model, while nutrition programs, like Meals on
Wheels, implemented new measures to ensure the safety of both
delivery drivers and consumers. “The COVID-19 outbreak
required that we approach our
work with fresh eyes and flexibility,” says Kathryn C. Burns,
MHA, chief executive officer at
GLSS. “Once we had our core
programs reoriented, we wondered what more we could do
to support and improve people’s
lives at a time when being physically together was not possible?”
The result is new programming airing on local cable stations aimed at communicating
information to consumers and
reducing isolation. Called “GLSS
TV,” it is an entertaining, halfhour program featuring cooking
segments, exercise, information
about programs and services,
and community news. “This
is not a program just geared
towards older people,” Burns
states. “It offers advice and
information to people of all ages
who are feeling lonely or experiencing isolation.” Residents
can watch GLSS TV on some
local cable channels, but anyone
can watch the program on their
computer by visiting www.glss.
net/glss-tv.
GLSS is also offering a callin program on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 11:30 a.m. called
“Lunchtime With GLSS.” This

program doesn’t require any
expertise with technology –
people can dial in on their telephone, get information, play
games like BINGO, and chat and
socialize with others. Many topics are covered, but the format
is flexible and participants can
shape the conversation based
on their own unique interests. To
participate, call toll-free 1-844857-5555 and enter code 232
2637#.
The agency also developed
a series of short videos, called
“Kelly’s Corner,” which provide
tips and strategies for coping
with the ongoing isolation and
anxiety brought on by the pandemic. Those videos can be seen
at www.glss.net/KellysCorner.
“We hope the result of all
these programs is that people
see that GLSS is still here for
them, just as we always have
been, even if it is by telephone
or in other virtual ways,” Burns
says.
Even outside of the pandemic, social isolation and loneliness among older adults present a major challenge and can
even lead to serious health risks,
such as dementia, according to
the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) and a study conducted
by the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine in 2020. The study
found that as many as one fourth
of people age 65 and older are
considered to be socially isolated.
GLSS TV and Lunchtime With
GLSS are made possible through
generous grants from AARP and
Meals on Wheels America.
GLSS serves people of all
ages living with disabilities and
their families and caregivers and
offers a broad range of services,

including information and referral; home care; meals; counseling, support, and advocacy;
wellness programs; and more.
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Andover’s Temple Emanuel names new rabbi
Rabbi Max Chaiken has
been selected as the new spiritual leader of Temple Emanuel
of Andover. Rabbi Chaiken will
assume his new position on July
1 following the retirement of
Rabbi Robert S. Goldstein who
has led the congregation for the
last 31 years.
Rabbi Chaiken currently
serves as the associate rabbi at
Congregation Kol Ami in West
Hollywood, California. At Kol
Ami, he founded The Open Yad
Project, a community of adults
in their 20s and 30s – focusing on outreach and leadership
development. He also facilitated
weekly and holiday music for
worship, taught a wide range of
classes, and attended to the pastoral and lifecycle needs of the
congregation. He is a nationally
recognized song leader and professional Jewish musician.

“We are thrilled our search
has led us to Rabbi Chaiken and
are confident his warmth, intelligence, approachability, and
enthusiasm will be wonderful
assets as he leads our congregation into the future,” said Search
Committee Chair Amy Riemer.
“His commitment to embracing and welcoming all who are
interested in Judaism is clear, as
is his dedication to social justice. Rabbi Chaiken’s strength
and collaborative leadership will
help our congregation to thrive,
and we look forward to learning
and growing with him for many
years to come.”
Rabbi Chaiken said, “As I get
to know the Temple Emanuel
community, I have been
inspired by its history. It energizes me to learn about the
vibrant home you have built for
Jewish life in Andover, and the
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Rabbi Max Chaiken

Merrimack Valley. I continue to
be impressed by your commitment to ensuring that Temple
Emanuel will remain a home
for living Judaism for years to
come. From thriving schools
and youth programs to diverse
musical groups and learning at
all ages; you have shown me
what a remarkable community

history,” said Temple President
Marc Freedman.
A native of Teaneck, New
Jersey, Rabbi Chaiken holds a
bachelor’s degree from Brown
University. He was ordained at
Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion in Los
Angeles, where he wrote his rabbinic thesis on “Telling a New
Story: A Model for Economic
Ethics in Jewish Law”. He has
extensive camp and youth work
experience, taught at several
Jewish schools in the Boston
area, and currently serves
as a rabbinic fellow with the
Interfaith non-profit, 18Doors.
He lives with his husband, Rabbi
Danny Shapiro, and their dog
Oogie.

you have already fostered. I truly
look forward to leading Temple
Emanuel in holiday celebrations
and meaningful, intentional
worship, as well as social and
cultural opportunities for this
thriving congregation.”
Rabbi Chaiken succeeds
Rabbi Robert S. Goldstein who
has been a pillar of strength
for his congregants through
all of life’s ups and downs. “We
are beyond grateful to Rabbi
Goldstein for his dedication to
our congregation for so many
wonderful years. We have been
honored and blessed to have
him as our leader, our friend,
and the Jewish voice of the
Merrimack Valley for the last
three decades. We wish him, and
his family all the best as they
move on to their next chapter.
They will always be an important
part of Temple Emanuel’s rich

To learn more about Rabbi
Chaiken, visit www.maxchaiken.com.

A perilous time for Netanyahu?
from page 7

Netanyahu faces what the
Israelis call mishpatei ha-alef:
“the cases of the thousands.”
Even the name sounds like
a Hollywood billboard for a
movie. Three separate sets of
charges that could send him to
jail. For real.
The Israeli State Prosecutor’s
office has spent over one $100
million – nearly half a billion
shekels – for this blockbuster:
scores of witnesses, many from
colorful backgrounds (yes,
including Hollywood producer
Arnon Milchin), but the blockbuster may prove a flop.
In “Case 4000,” Netanyahu
is charged with manipulating
communication regulations in
return for favorable press coverage from a company called
Walla. Some Walla officials also
are charged with offering bribes.
“Case
2,000”
charges
Netanyahu tried to seduce
favorable press coverage from
Yediot Aharonot, Israel’s best-

selling newspaper. Yediot’s
director, Arnon “Nuni” Moses,
is charged with offering a bribe.
Both cases will test new legal
territory: whether a politician
can be tried for attempting to
get good press by promising
preferential treatment of certain
media. No one in Israel – and
probably not in most Western
countries – has ever been tried
for this kind of charge.
In addition, the prosecution
has admitted it obtained some
testimony and evidence with
extreme tactics or even illegal
means. The Jerusalem District
Court already has admonished
the prosecution on some matters, though that does not mean
it will invalidate the case.
Many legal observers say
both media cases – 2,000- and
4,000 – are weak for many other
reasons as well. Israeli reporters and politicians have always
made deals for getting better
coverage

“Case 1,000,” however,
involves actual tangible gifts
received and even solicited by
Benjamin Netanyahu and his
wife, Sarah. The sums involved
are not large. Some might call
it “chicken feed” or by the legal
term de minimus. But there is
a Talmudic adage that should
worry Netanyahu: “din pruta kedin meiah” – a judgment in a
one-cent case is like a judgment
in a dollar case.
Other prime ministers and
their families – Yitzhak and
Leah Rabin, Shimon Peres,
Ariel Sharon – were not held
to account for these kinds of
personal gifts. But times have
changed, and this part of the
case holds real jeopardy for
Netanyahu.
Michael Widlanski is a
Jerusalem-based journalist
and advised Israeli negotiation teams at the Madrid and
Washington talks in 1991-92.
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of our community.
www.TheGablesAtWinchester.com
INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
RESPITE STAYS
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Pet
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Anti-Semitism has no borders
from page 7

Unforeseen reasons indeed.
Finally, the plane arrived in
Pittsburgh, safe but late. The
first officer tipped his cap as the
rabbi passed onto the Jetway.
When I heard this story from
Rabbi Scheier at that dinner, I
asked him to write an account
of this episode for the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette, where I was the
executive editor.
“As I reflect on this kindness,
I understand,” he wrote a few
days later. “Everyone is trying
to do something, to make a gesture, to contribute in some way
to healing the wound from this
terrible crime. For some, it’s a
financial donation; for others,
it’s a solidarity visit; and for this
pilot, it was helping a passenger

make a connection so that he
could honor the victims.”
In that moment, Rabbi
Scheier understood both tragedy and compassion. He needed
all of the latter as he endured the
former at his own synagogue
in Montreal. As I reflect on the
episodes in my two neighborhoods, I realize that, along with
the outrage, we all do.

Choose Senior Living at Brooksby Village.
Here are 3 reasons why...
When you put your trust in Brooksby Village, you choose a life of
financial stability, care and connection, and healthy peace of mind.
Because we’re managed by Erickson Living,® a national leader in
senior living, you are free to live your life with confidence and ease.

David M. Shribman, who
teaches American politics at
McGill University’s Max Bell
School of Public Policy, is
executive editor emeritus of the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. He led
the newspaper’s coverage of the
Tree of Life shooting that won
the Pulitzer Prize.

Choose predictable expenses with no surprises thanks
to Brooksby Village’s Monthly Service Package and enjoy a
wealth of amenities and services.

Walnut Street film series

Choose to be part of a strong, caring community that
will nurture you and stay connected with your neighbors
through clubs and activities.

from page 12

Choose the security of on-site health care with providers
devoted to senior health and feel peace of mind knowing
continuing care is available if your needs change.

14472169

Learn more today. Call 1-800-614-6998 or visit
BrooksbyVillage.com for your FREE brochure.

“Havana Curveball” will be
shown on March 14 at 4 p.m.

beyond to create and expand
cultural and arts enrichment
for all Chelsea residents, said
film series and Walnut Street
Synagogue Committee member
and founder of Chelsea Jewish
Tours, Ellen Rovner. “Through
the magic of this film series, the
Walnut Street Synagogue shares
the much needed, universal
themes of connection, hope,
and inspiration with our community.”
“WIFVNE is proud to be a
partner with the Tikkun Olam/
Sanar el Mundo film series. We
are turning to stories of hope
in our daily lives and this series
not only brings you hope, but
reminds us of the power of this
medium. We hope you are as
inspired by these films as we
are,” said WIFVNE President
Alecia Orsini.
“Boston Latino International
Film Festival welcomed the
opportunity to collaborate with
Walnut Street Synagogue given
the theme it chose for the series
– one of healing and resiliency,
so indicative of what Chelsea
has experienced in the face of
this pandemic. It was our small
way of supporting the community,” added Sabrina Aviles,
BLIFF Festival Director.
The films are available in
English and Spanish (with captions). Everyone is welcome and
tickets are free, but advance registration is required to receive
links to the screenings and discussions.
Visit walnutstreetsynagogue.
com/film-series for complete
details and ticket information.

HEALTH
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HOME HEALTH CARE

VNA
Hospice
Palliative Care
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www.confidentialcareathome.com
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Respite Care • Special Care
for Alzheimer’s & Dementia
For a FREE assessment or more information:
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Certified Male Home Health Aide
12 years experience working with
males. Available on the North Shore.
Known for flexibility, honesty and
reliability. Reasonable rates.
References available on request.

Call or text Dan (978) 828-2742
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Loving, Compassionate
Home Care on the
North Shore
Specializing in Companionship, Meal Prep, Transportation,
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NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com
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Dr. Philip Linsky

Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,
Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
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We understand how important it is
to find the best quality care for a loved
one needing assistance. Caring for our
clients with personal attention and
compassion is our highest priority.
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HOME CARE

CAREGIVER

ASSISTED LIVING
AND MEMORY SUPPORT

SHORT-TERM REHAB
AND LONG-TERM CARE

Cohen Florence Levine
Estates
617-887-0826

Leonard Florence
Center for Living
617-887-0001

Florence & Chafetz
Specialized Care
617-887-0826

Katzman Family Center
for Living
617-884-6766

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan
Estates
978-532-4411

Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick
Center for Living
978-471-5100

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

To advertise
in this Directory,
call
978-745-4111

Shapiro-Rudolph Adult Day Health Center | 978-471-5180
Chelsea Jewish Hospice and Palliative Care | 617-889-0779
Chelsea Jewish Visiting Nurse Agency | 617-889-8744
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Esther (Slotnick) Baizen, 96, of Peabody
Esther (Slotnick) Baizen,
96, of Peabody passed away
peacefully on Jan. 30, 2021 at
the Brudnick Center for Living.
Formerly of Marblehead, she
was the beloved wife of Harvey
Baizen. Born, raised, and educated in Everett, she was a
graduate of Everett High School
Class of 1942. She was the loving
daughter of the late Harry and
Francis (Cohen) Slotnick.
Esther was employed by the
U.S. Government and worked as
a secretary for the draft board.
She was a member of Hadassah
and the former Temple Israel of
Swampscott.
She loved her family and her
extraordinary baked goods were
always eagerly anticipated at
every function. She was a dedicated and loving wife, a wonderful mom, grandma and great
grandma. She will be deeply
missed by all who knew her.

Esther is survived by her
daughter Diane Benedetti and
her husband Ralph, her grandchildren Risa Bierman and her
husband Len, Brian Farber,
Tracey Mariani and her husband Jamie, Rachel MacIver
and her husband Richard;

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS
NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA ~ 978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS

82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA ~ 978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com
“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

Slotnick Monuments

SC

Memorial Group
Est. 1910

232 Fuller Street, Everett, MA 02149
617-387-3980
Production facility / Sales office / Outdoor display
Full service drafting and sandblasting shop

Slotnick’s MetroWest Monuments
5 Edgell Road, Suite 1
Framingham Centre, MA 01701
508-872-1400
Corporate office / Sales office / Indoor display

Drive carefully…
We can wait.
Two convenient locations servicing families throughout Greater Boston,
North Shore, South Shore, Sharon Memorial Park and MetroWest.
www.scsmg.net

great grandchildren Joshua
and David Bierman, Alaina and
Justin Farber, Jacob, Hayley
and Mackenzie Mariani; her
sister Selma Indeck, sister-inlaw Francis, niece and nephew
Pam and Harvey Indeck and
nephew Danny Slotnick and his
wife Amy. She was predeceased
by her son and daughter-inlaw Larry and Lois Baizen and
brothers Herbert and Sidney
Slotnick.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, private graveside services were held in Everett.
Contributions in Esther’s memory may be made to charity of
one’s choice. Sharing written
remembrances and condolences during this time will be essential in helping the Baizen family
reminisce, celebrate and heal.
We encourage you to share your
memories by visiting www.torffuneralservice.com.

Edwin Frank, 95, of Chelsea,
formerly of Malden and Revere
Edwin Frank, 95, of Chelsea,
formerly of Malden and Revere,
beloved husband of the late
Harriet (Berger) Frank, died on
Feb. 8, 2021 at the Kaplan Family
Hospice House, Danvers.
Born in Malden, he was the
son of the late David and Rose
(Levine) Frank. He was raised
and educated in Revere and
was a graduate of Revere High
School.
Edwin worked as a hearings
officer for the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. He was a member of the Knights of Pythias
Crescent Lodge and a former
board of directors member
of the Chelsea Revere Jewish
Community Center.
Edwin loved listening to classical music and watching sports.
When he was a kid, he used to
sell tip sheets for Wonderland
dog track.

Edwin is survived by his son
Eric Frank and his wife Donna
of Nashua, New Hampshire, his
granddaughter Hannah Frank,
who was the light of his life,
and his niece Diane Frank. He
was predeceased by his brother
Philip Frank and his nephew
Rick Frank.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, private graveside services will
be held in Lynn. Contributions in
Edwin’s memory may be made to
the Katzman Family Center for
Living, 17 Lafayette Ave., Chelsea,
MA 02150. Arrangements were
handled by Torf Funeral Service,
Chelsea. Sharing written remembrances and condolences during
this time will be essential in helping the Frank family reminisce,
celebrate and heal. We encourage
you to share your memories by
visiting www.torffuneralservice.
com.

Cynthia Judith (Davis) Goldsmith, of Delray Beach, Florida,
formerly of Peabody
Cynthia
Judith
(Davis)
Goldsmith, of Delray Beach,
Florida, and formerly of
Peabody, passed away on Feb.
10, 2021, after a brief illness.
Born in 1949, in Malden,
Cindy was a product of the
Malden schools and a graduate
of University of MassachusettsAmherst, preparing her for a
career in elementary education. After teaching elementary school in Peabody for a
few years, she eventually found
her career in retail banking with
the Beverly Savings Bank and
Warren Five Bank. She became
a certified financial planner

and headed the bank’s financial planning services, in time
becoming branch manager.
Cindy is survived by her
mother Dolores (Weinbaum)
Davis Millner and Dolores’
husband Stanley Millner of
Boynton Beach, Florida. Also
survived by her brother Sam
of Tampa, Florida, and her former husband Phil Goldsmith of
The Villages, Florida. Cindy is
also survived by her two sons
Stephen and Benjamin. Known
as “Didi” to her four granddaughters Susannah Rose, Ayla
Lynn, Anna Elaine, and Robin
Elizabeth. She will be missed
by scores of friends in both
Peabody and her recent home
From
our familyinto
yours,
Delray
Beach.
LOTS
Due
to COVID-19 restricAVAILABLE
tions, services were private.
TTS Cemetery In lieu of flowers, expressions
of sympathy may be made to
Rte 128N, Danvers
Bnai Brith (www.bnaibrith.org/
lowest rates
on the north shore

Have a happy and
healthy new year!

new-england.html), American
Cancer Society (www.cancer.
org), or Temple Ner Tamid,
Peabody
(https://templenertamid.org). Arrangements
were handled by by Goldman
Funeral Chapel, Malden. For
online condolences, go to www.
goldmanfc.com.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Dr. Mitchell D. Simon, of Brighton
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The Jewish Journal prints
brief notices for free, if space
allows. Biographical sketches
up to 200 words cost $100;
longer submissions will
be charged accordingly.
Photographs cost $25 each;
emailed photos should be
sent as jpeg or tiff files.
Submissions are subject to
editing for style and space
limitations. For further
information, contact your
local funeral home, or email
andrew@jewishjournal.org.
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or loved one with
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the Jewish Journal.
Your gift supports
the continuity of Jewish
life in our communities.

Dr. Simon was born at Mt.
Sinai, New York in 1956 and
lived his early years of his
life in Rego Park, New York.
He attended PS 174, Russel
Sage Junior High School and
Forest Hills High School in
New York City. He went to college at SUNY Stony Brook and
transferred to SUNY Albany.
He attended National College
of Chiropractic in Chicago,
and became a well-known
chiropractor in the Boston
area. He practiced in Natick,
Framingham, Brookline, and
finally in Brighton, where he
owned Simon Chiropractic.
He was loved by his patients
and well-respected by his peers.
Dr. Simon loved to hike into
Boston and back to his apartment. He was a friend to many
and was a very giving and loving person. He enjoyed grilling
salmon and going out for sushi.
After watching the Queens’
Gambit, he became enamored
with chess. He enjoyed playing

the stock market and watching
CNBC. Mitchell loved to play
tennis, and bike and travel. He
loved going to the beach and
could spend hours in the sun.
He loved his burger nights with
his fellow chiropractors, Steve,
Peter, Stu and Andy. He loved
to drive his Mini Cooper convertible with the top down. He
loved basketball and the New
York Knicks, and eventually the
Boston Celtics. As a kid he loved
to play poker with his group of
friends, Steven, Peter and Don.
He leaves his mother Diane,
91. and lots and lots of friends
and his recently discovered
half family of four sisters and
a brother of the Metzger family.

Get the Jewish Journal delivered FREE.
Email subscriptions@jewishjournal.org.

OBITUARIES

THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – FEBRUARY 18, 2021

Lorraine L. Berman, 93, of Marblehead, formerly of Lynn and Maryland

Herbert E. Belkin, 88, of Swampscott

Herbert E. Belkin, 88, of
Swampscott, passed away on
Feb. 13, 2021.
Herb lectured and wrote on
Jewish history. His field of study
covered Zionism, the Jewish
Diaspora, and the critical struggle for a Jewish homeland. Belkin
taught courses on modern
Jewish history at Brandeis, Tufts,
and the Explorers at Salem State
University. He was also a con-

tributor to the Jewish Journal.
Herb and his wife Sylvia
were long-term residents of
Swampscott and were members
of Temple Emanu-El.
He was the devoted husband of Sylvia (Berman) Belkin;
beloved father of Elizabeth
Belkin Zamansky and her husband Leonard Zamansky of
Marblehead, and Douglas
Belkin and his wife Colleen
Mastony of Evanston, Illinois;
adored grandfather of Adam
Zamansky, Benjamin Zamansky,
and Lillian Belkin; and dear
brother of Roberta Feldman of
Boca Raton, Florida, and Sheila
Flaxman of New York, New York.
Services were private. In lieu
of flowers, please make donations to the Jewish Community
Center of the North Shore
(www.jccns.org), Marblehead,
MA 01945. Arrangements by
Goldman Funeral Chapel,
Malden. For online condolences, go to www.goldmanfc.com.

Phillip Strasnick, 87, of Salem,
formerly of Malden and Lynn
Phillip Strasnick, 87, of
Salem, formerly of Malden and
Lynn, entered into eternal rest
on Feb. 6, 2021.
Devoted husband of Elaine
(Bornstein) Strasnick, beloved
father of Brian and his wife
Bonnie Strasnick, and Vicki and
her husband Neil Katz. Adored
grandfather of Nicole Tracy,
Meredith and her husband Matt
Carter, Jillian and her husband
Brian Oppenheim, Candace and
her husband Rudy Beiler, Craig
and his wife Kellie Strasnick,
and Brandon Strasnick. He was
also the cherished great-grandfather of Max, Brooke, Camden,
Hannah, Jackson, Cory, Greyson,
Hailey, Gavin, Jace, Hallie, and
Houston. Beloved son of the late
Louis and Celia Strasnick. Dear
brother of Carl Strasnick and the
late Emma Michaelson, Ethel
Kohn, Marilyn Morrison, Jack
Strasnick, Bernard Strasnick,
and Frank Strasnick. Treasured
brother-in-law of Stuart and
Eileen Bornstein.
Phillip was an avid golfer
whose greatest joy, after spend-

Lorraine L. Berman, of
Marblehead, entered into rest
on Feb. 11, 2021 at the age of 93.
Beloved wife of Edward
B. Berman, with whom she
shared over 71 years of marriage. Devoted mother of David
J. Berman (Caryn), Benjamin
A. Berman (Suzanne Fierston),
Daniel M. Berman (Elizabeth),
and Susan M. Berman (Avi
Winokur). Cherished grandmother of Michael, Deborah,
Reena, Rose, and Rafi. Treasured
great-grandmother of Sarah and
Charlotte. The loving sister of
the late Dorothy L. Postman.
Dear daughter of the late Frank
and Rose Lerman.
Born on Nov. 26, 1927,
Lorraine grew up in Roxbury,
and graduated from Radcliffe
College of Harvard University.
Lorraine and Eddie met while
both were attending college.
She went on to work as a piano
instructor at the Julia Lubit
School of Music in Brookline
and as a nursery school teacher
at the JCC in Lynn.
She and Eddie soon began
their family in Lynn. She accompanied Eddie across the coun-

try as his career progressed
from Washington, D.C., to Santa
Monica, California, before settling in Silver Spring, Maryland,
and then finally in Marblehead,
where she devoted her time to
raising her family. In 1969, she
and Eddie took the children for
a trip around the world.
Lorraine was a dedicated member of Congregation
Har-Tzeon of Silver Spring,
Maryland, and Temple Sinai of
Marblehead. She volunteered
for many years as an admissions
interviewer for Harvard College.
Lorraine loved music, attending Boston Symphony Orchestra

concerts as often as she could,
and providing piano instruction,
as well as playing piano for her
own enjoyment. She particularly
enjoyed accompanying Eddie as
he played violin and cello.
Even more than music,
Lorraine was devoted to her
extended family. She took delight
in her children and cherished
her grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. She welcomed
her children’s spouses and considered them as her own, and
her cousins were like sisters.
Lorraine was beloved throughout the family. Her integrity,
intelligence, exuberance, and
loving care will be missed by all.
Services for Lorraine will
be private. In lieu of flowers,
expressions of sympathy may be
made in Lorraine’s memory to
the Boston Symphony Orchestra
(https://secure.bso.org/support/membership), or to a charity of your choice. Arrangements
were handled by StanetskyHymanson Memorial Chapel,
Salem. For more information or
to register in the online guestbook, visit www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Allen M. Lieb, 76, of Salem, New Hampshire,
formerly of Lynnfield and West Peabody

ing time with his family, was
playing golf with his brother
Jack and his son at Happy Valley
Golf Course. He, along with his
brother Carl, founded FerroCeramic Grinding Inc., in 1966.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, services were private.
In lieu of flowers, expressions of sympathy may be
made in Phillip’s memory to
the American Cancer Society.
Arrangements by Goldman
Funeral Chapel, Malden. For
online condolences, go to www.
goldmanfc.com.

Allen M. Lieb, of Salem, New
Hampshire, formerly of Lynnfield,
West Peabody, Marblehead, and
Malden, died on Jan. 27, 2021 at
Holy Family Hospital, Methuen,
due to complications of COVID19. He was 76 years old.
He was the loving and devoted
husband to Georgann (Finberg)
Lieb, his wife of 33 years, and
the loving and devoted father of
Benjamin A. Lieb and his wife
Jessica Costigan Lieb of Salem,
New Hampshire.
His first wife, Saralee (Kovnit)
Lieb, preceded him in death
in 1985. He is also survived by
their children, Julie B. Lieb of
Marblehead and David M. Lieb
of Salem, Massachusetts, as well
as two grandchildren, Emily and
Jessica Dumas.
His career as an architect
spanned over 50-plus years. He
founded Allen Lieb Architects &
Associates, P.C., in 1980. Over the
years, he received many design
awards from prestigious groups,

NOTICES
ISAACSON, Sam, 89 – formerly of Peabody, New York and
Florida. Died on Jan. 27, 2021.
Father of five, grandfather of
20, and great-grandfather of
six.
LLOYD, Zelda (Goodman), 85
– late of Saugus, formerly of
Everett and Melrose, originally
from Chelsea. Died on Feb.
7, 2021. Mother of Scott J.
Lloyd and his husband Brian of
Canyon Country, California, and
Jodi Beth Landry and her husband Richard of Rochester, New
Hampshire. Daughter of the
late Sam Goodman and Clara
(Fremerman) Goodman. Sister
of the late Murry Goodman, the
late Erwin Goodman, and the
late Edith Sklaver. Grandmother
of Kayla Morgan Landry and
Mackenzie Taylor Landry. (Torf)
MILLER, Ruth (Segal) – late of
Chelsea, formerly of Canton.
Died on Feb. 6, 2021. Wife of
the late Milton J. Miller. Mother
of Elliot Miller of Brockton and
the late Brenda Miller. Daughter
of the late Benjamin Segal and
Sarah (Goldman). (Torf)
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such as Boston Society of
Architects, Boston Architectural
College, National Historic
Preservation Society, and many
more. He also served as a teacher and lecturer at institutions
of higher learning such as the
Boston Architectural College and
Massachusetts College of Art.
Mr. Lieb was a patriot and a
proud veteran serving in the U.S.
Coast Guard reserves. In addition, he was co-founder of the
annual 4th of July Celebration
in Lynnfield. Over the years, his
community service was varied
and dedicated. He was an active
volunteer in many capacities,
including volunteering for the
Marblehead Police Department
as a reserve sergeant, as
Chairman of the Lynnfield
School Building Committee, and
Board member of the Cedar Pond
Condominium Association. Mr.
Lieb was a member of the Mount
Scopus Lodge A.F. & A.M. and
MA Consistory Scottish Rite 32

(degree) Mason and the Aleppo
Temple A.A.O.N.M.S. Allen was a
proud member of the American
Legion Post 131 Lynnfield. Allen
made friends wherever he went,
especially his favorite, Home
Depot!!!
In addition to his wife and
children, Allen Lieb is survived by his loving sister-in-law
Pauline Finberg of Peabody, his
sister Beverly Hyde of Mashpee,
nephew Phillip Hyde of the
Netherlands, nieces Marla Hyde
of Mashpee, and Nancy Garwood
of Upton, as well as many other
loving relatives and friends.
Funeral services are private.
In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made to the New England
Center and Home for Veterans,
17 Court St., Boston MA 02108, or
Friends of the Lynnfield Senior
Center, Attn: Friends Donation,
525 Summer St., Lynnfield,
MA 01940. Arrangements were
handled by Brezniak Funeral
Directors, West Newton.
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Goldstein
won’t stop bearing witness with his FacesOfCOVID Twitter feed
from page 1
than 10 days before she was
scheduled for her COVID vaccine.”
Yet, after nearly a year of
posting these tributes day and
night, Goldstein has been able
to memorialize just 1 percent of
those who have died.
“There’s meaning in continuing to tell those stories even
after the pandemic is over,”
said the 36-year-old communications consultant, who lives
in Waltham. “But on the other
hand, I don’t think this pandemic is ending any time soon.”
Goldstein
started
FacesOfCOVID in the last week
of March 2020 and he has only
taken three or four days off,
including Yom Kippur and a few
days after the first surge in May,
when he needed a breather.
He tries to pull out some-

thing from an obituary or submission that if a family member
could read that one line and
not see the name, they would
recognize their loved one.
That’s the case of Carol
Mackey of White Rock, New
Mexico, who died at age 85 on
Feb. 5, 2021. “She ‘loved cats,
picnics, bright colors, and seeing where the road, the trail,
or the unopened door might
lead.’” The post drew nearly
2,500 likes and 255 retweets.
“It affirms the fact that these
people had dignity and were
unique and lived textured,
and nuanced and colorful and
meaningful lives and weren’t
sort of just cardboard cutouts
of people dying of a horrible
virus,” Goldstein said.
Goldstein grew up in West
Newton, attended Newton

North High and graduated from
Brandeis University, majoring in politics and minoring
in journalism. His bar mitzvah at Temple Emanuel in
Newton took place at Newton
Presbyterian Church because
the temple’s sanctuary was
being renovated.
He and his wife, Alyssa,
have a rescue dog named Tillie,
who he said has rescued them
throughout the pandemic.
Goldstein, who continues
to celebrates Shabbat with his
family, said there are Jewish
“touch points” to his work.
“I think that it is an extremely
Jewish way to go through a pandemic to bear witness to loss,”
he said “You think of all the
Jewish rituals around mourning
and trauma and so much of it
is about being present and not

Don’t let bed bugs
keep you up.
800-525-4825
www.a1exterminators.com

numb, and not disassociating.
Covering your mirrors so you
can’t get distracted and ripping
your garments to acknowledge
a loss has happened, to me this
is very much consistent with …
imploring people to sit with the
loss.”
Midway through his senior
year at Brandeis, Goldstein
wanted to get out into the workforce, so he started volunteering for the fledgling gubernatorial campaign of a then littleknown candidate named Deval
Patrick in December 2005. After
he graduated, he joined the
campaign full time.
After Patrick won, he went
into his administration “and
then kind of went wherever he
told me to be for the next six
years.”
He was briefly the communications director for the
Massachusetts
Democratic
Party, and then served as press
secretary for the governor’s
reelection campaign in 2010.
He later worked as press secretary in the governor’s office,
and then as a chief political aide
running his PAC, before he went
into consulting.
He worked for a firm called
Northwind Strategies in Boston
for three years, and in August
2016 he founded his own strategic communications company,
90 West, “which is an homage
to the Mass Pike,” given much
of the innovation in the country
starts in Boston and spreads out
from there, Goldstein said.
While the five-person firm
has been busy working remotely
since last March, Goldstein has
been moonlighting late nights
and early mornings curating
FacesOfCOVID.
The early days of the pandemic came with a data-driven
message to “flatten the curve.”
What was missing were stories
about the people who died and
the survivors. He started posting stories and obituaries on his
personal Twitter feed, and when
he saw people engaging, he
separated out FacesOfCOVID
from his personal account.
One woman who serves as
Goldstein’s face of the pandemic is Karen Nascembeni of
Lynnfield, general manager of

North Shore Music Theatre in
Beverly. Last spring, she spent
more than two months fighting COVID in the hospital and
in rehab, including a month
intubated while in a medically
induced coma. While unconscious, she lost her husband,
Steven Richard, 58, and her
father-in-law, Earl Richard, 99,
to the virus.
Goldstein met Nascembeni
as a guest on Jim Braude’s
“Greater Boston” on GBH.
“She spoke first,” Goldstein
said, “and I listened to her
describe with the most unbelievable amount of composure
and grace given what she had
been through, her story, and I
had trouble finding the words
to say anything afterwards.”
The pair connected. He
shared her husband’s story
on FacesOfCOVID, and the
pair have stayed in touch and
done joint interviews together.
“She’s been such an inspiration through all of this … She’s
the face of how unbelievably
destructive COVID can be, just
between her husband and her
father-in-law and then being in
a coma and waking up and having to find out what had happened while she was … It’s just
an unbelievable story.”
“What Alex Goldstein created through FacesOfCOVID,”
Nascembeni said, “was profound on so many levels. He
humanized this pandemic by
putting a face to its endless
victims. He gave our grieving
families a sense of respect for
the memories of our lost loved
ones and created a safe place
to mourn in peaceful camaraderie.”
Her story continues to drive
him to keep doing what he has
been for so long.
While the pandemic is far
from over, for the first time
the site is starting to shed followers, about 20 to 30 a day.
Goldstein said it’s not because
people don’t care.
“I think they are doing it
because it’s just become too
much. At some point, people
feel like, ‘I can’t do this. I can’t
see this every day,’ and I get it.
But that doesn’t mean that I can
stop.”
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Upcoming
Submit your listings to calendar@jewishjournal.org
THURSDAY, FEB. 18
JEWISH PSYCHOLOGY:
PATHWAYS TO NEW
POSSIBILITIES IN YOUR LIFE’S
JOURNEY, 7 p.m. Discussion with
Dr. Maya Avinadav sponsored by
the Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood in
Marblehead in collaboration with Rabbi
David Meyer. Dr. Avinadav will discuss
how Judaism provides a profoundly
textured view of human nature. For
more info, go to: www.emanu-el.org/
sisterhood-discussion-with-dr.-mayaaminadav.html.

SUNDAY, FEB. 21
PURIM FOOD DRIVE for the
Massachusetts Coalition for the
Homeless, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Organized
by Temple Emanu-El in Marblehead.
Community is invited to fulfill a mitzvah
and leave non-perishable items at the
drop-off location outside the youth
lounge/religious school door. Those
dropping off donations will get a Purim
Prop Bag.
“THE LONGING: THE
FORGOTTEN JEWS OF SOUTH
AMERICA,” 3:30 – 6 p.m. Presented

by the Walnut Street Synagogue,
Chelsea, in partnership with Women
in Film & Video New England and the
Boston Latino International Film Festival.
This film tells the story of a small group
of South Americans, whose ancestors
were European Jews forced to convert
during the Spanish Inquisition. They
long to affirm their faith while isolated
in Catholic countries. Free. Complete
information and registration at
www.walnutstreetsynagogue.com.

PLANNING A FUTURE FOR
YOUR FAMILY’S PAST, 1:30 –

3:30 p.m., with Marian Burk Wood,
author of “Planning a Future for Your
Family’s Past.” Presented by the Jewish
Genealogical Society of Greater Boston.
Old family photos, documents and
heirlooms are important in preserving
your family’s past. Learn how to
organize and store these special items
safely. Members, free. Non-members,
$5. Register at: https://www.jgsgb.org.

PARENTING THROUGH A
JEWISH INCLUSIVE LENS,

8:15 – 9:45 p.m. Virtual classes on
Sundays (5 sessions). Presented by
Hebrew College, Yachad and Gateways.
Course designed for parents of special
needs children under age 16 to provide

parents with a supportive community
and meaningful learning through Jewish
text and wisdom. Instructor Carolyn
Keller: Feb. 21; March 7 and 21; and
April 11 and 25. Five sessions, $80 per
person. Yachad is offering $40 discount
to all parents whose child is a registered
Yachad member. For more information,
contact Yaffa Tilles at tillesy@ou.org.

EREV PURIM, on Zoom by Temple

TUESDAY, FEB. 23

‘ZOOMEGILLAH’ PURIM
CELEBRATION, 6:30 p.m. Presented

“WAS YOSEF ON THE
SPECTRUM,” 7:30 p.m., by Dr.

Samuel J. Levine. Virtual event. Visit
JCCNS.org for more information and to
register.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 24
MASKING AND UNMASKING:

A Purim Experience with Ariela HaLevi,
7:30 p.m. Presented by the Lappin
Foundation. Community is invited to
join a Purim Experience. Explore the
real you, the one hidden from the world
that remains underneath the surface.
Ariela HaLevi is director of healing,
intuitive guide and energy healer of Soul
Centered. Free. For more information, go
to www.lappinfoundation.org or contact
Susan Feinstein at 978-740-4431 or
sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org.

Emanu-El in Marblehead. There will be
hamantaschen baking for families and
children at 4 p.m., a family Megillah
reading at 6 p.m., and an adult reading
at 7 p.m. The readings are hosted by
Rabbi David Meyer and Music Director
Jon Nelson. For Zoom link, go to: www.
emanu-el.org.

by Temple B’nai Abraham in Beverly. An
interactive Megillah reading, costume
parade, music, kids’ dance party, and
more. The event will be streamed live
on the temple’s Facebook page and you
can contact office@tbabeverly.org for
the Zoom link.

PURIM CELEBRATION, 6:30 p.m.

Presented by Temple Ahavat Achim in
Gloucester. An online Megillah reading.
For more information, contact office@
taagloucester.org.

PURIM UNDER THE STARS

midwinter barbeque and “fireside chill,”
with Megillah readings at 6:05, 7:05,
and 8:05 p.m. Presented by Chabad
of the North Shore, 44 Burrill St.,
Swampscott. Space is limited, must
RSVP at nsjewish.com.

SATURDAY, FEB. 27
KVETCHING & KVELLING:
JEWISH OY STORIES, 8 p.m., on

Zoom. America’s best Jewish storytellers
will present real stories that happened to
real Jewish people. Host: Joey Novick.
Tickets, $15. Go to https://tinyurl.
com/15nz2fcl

SUNDAY, FEB. 28
“DECADE OF FIRE,” 3:30 – 6
p.m. Presented by the Walnut Street
Synagogue in Chelsea. Throughout
the 1970s, fires consumed the South
Bronx. Black and Puerto Rican residents
were blamed for the devastation even
as they battled daily to save their
neighborhoods. In “Decade of Fire,”
Bronx-born Vivian Vázquez Irizarry
pursues the truth surrounding the fires
– uncovering policies of racism and
neglect that still shape our cities. Free.
Complete information and registration at
walnutstreetsynagogue.com/film-series.
BRIDGING THE DIVIDE
THROUGH SPORT: A Conversation

With Sagi Muki, 2 p.m. Presented
by Consulate General of Israel. a
conversation with Sagi Muki, the Israeli
judo world champion! Muki was born

and raised in Netanya, Israel, and
served in the Israel Defense Forces as a
sergeant at the Sde Dov airbase. In 2018,
Muki placed first in the Abu Dhabi Grand
Slam, which was the first time an Israeli
competitor competed under the Israeli
flag and not under the International Judo
Association flag. The competition marked
a major milestone when the Israeli
national anthem, “Hatikvah,” played in
the Gulf states. For Zoom link, go to:
www.brandeis.edu/israel-center/events/
index.html#sagi

TUESDAY, MARCH 2
TORAH HUB:
HEARTWARMING STORIES
FROM THE CLASSROOM, 7:30
p.m. – 9:30 p.m. How one teacher or
one lesson can change a student’s
life, with Amy Gold. Free and open
to all. Visit www.jccns.org for more
information and to register.

THURSDAY, MARCH 4
EIGHT ESSENTIAL JEWISH
THINKERS: A User-Friendly Guide
to Modern Jewish Thought, 7 p.m.
Instructor, Dr. Jacob Meskin (10
Thursdays). Visit www.jccns.org for
more information and to register.

ARTHUR SZYK & THE ART OF
THE HAGGADAH, 7:30 p.m. Free

Zoom webinar presented by the Bennett
Center for Judaic Studies with Rabbi
Irvin Ungar, the world’s foremost expert
on illustrator-activist Arthur Szyk. In his
lecture, “Arthur Szyk and the Art of the
Haggadah,” Ungar will share insights
and explore how the story of Passover
and Szyk’s powerful, visual commentary
resonated with 1930s European Jewry.
The brilliant political imagery of Szyk’s
Haggadah highlights the injustices
and horrors of the World War II period
along with inspirational messages for
humanity’s future interdependence. Free
and open to all. Register to attend at
fairfield.edu/bennettprograms.

THURSDAY, FEB. 25
PURIM PARTY, 6:15 p.m.

Congregation Shirat Hayam of
Swampscott invites the community to a
costume “Good vs. Evil” spotlight parade
followed by a Purim Spiel. Minyan and
Purim Torah with Rabbi Michael Ragozin
at 7 p.m. To register for links, go to
shirathayam.org/holidays. Free. For more
info, contact barri@shirathayam.org.
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In Memoriam: Георгий Левитэн Бостон помнит!
29.08.1925 – 14.01.2021
14 Января 2021 года после
тяжелой болезни скончался
Георгий Левитэн.
В 1941 г. он хотел пойти
добровольцем на фронт, но
его не взяли, поскольку ему
еще не исполнилось 18 лет. В
1942 году, окончив экстерном
школу, Георгий поступил
в военное училище и уже
в 1944-м в 19 лет ушел на
фронт. Молодого лейтенанта
назначили
командиром
саперного взвода. На фронте
ходило поверье, что Георгия
Левитэна оберегает Б-г,
так как при выполнении
опаснейших боевых заданий
(разминирования полей и
дорог) никто никогда не
погиб под его началом.
Именно поэтому солдаты
просились в его взвод. За
героизм, проявленный на
фронте, Георгий Левитэн был
награжден Орденом Боевого
Красного Знамени, Орденом
Александра
Невского,
Орденом
Отечественной
Войны, Орденом Красной
Звезды и двадцатью медалями
за отвагу.
После
войны
Георгий
Левитэн сначала закончил
Ленинградскую
ВоенноИнженерную
Академию,
затем Институт Физкультуры.
До 1976 года служил в ВоенноМорском
Флоте.
После
демобилизации работал инженером-конструктором
в МПС г. Москвы. Помимо
основной работы в течение
нескольких
лет
Георгий
Левитэн
отдавал
свои
силы и энергию работе с
детьми. Высоко оценив его
человеческие
качества,
организаторские способности
и креативность, руководство
МПС
доверило
Георгию
Левитэну
ответственную
должность директора ведомственного пионерского
лагеря. Это была напряженная работа, так как кроме
управления большим коллективом и обеспечения
жизненных условий для 1000
детей, надо было заниматься
и организацией их досуга и
отдыха. В лагере проводилось
много интересных меропри-

ятий:
военные
зарницы,
певческие вечера, спортивные
соревнования. Нередко в
лагерь приезжали знаменитые
композиторы, поэты, актеры.
За свою плодотворную работу
на этом поприще Георгий
Левитэн был награжден
орденом Трудового Красного
Знамени.
Перед выходом на пенсию
Георгий работал на АЗЛК
начальником
экспортных
поставок.
В 1989г. Георгий Левитэн
эмигрировал в США. Но
и в чужой стране он не
сидел, сложа руки. Подучив
английский, он стал давать
уроки игры в шахматы в
местной школе.
Георгий был человеком разносторонним и талантливым.
Не имея художественного
образования, он нарисовал
маслом 22 картины.
Георгий был безгранично
предан своей семье, прожил
долгую, интересную, многогранную жизнь со своей
любимой женой Эсфирью.
Он был любящим отцом и
дедушкой, безотказно помогая и поддерживая своих
детей и внуков. Он любил
жизнь, был интеллигентным,
энергичным,
творческим,
трудолюбивым человеком,
умеющим дружить и ценить
дружбу, обладал потрясающим
чувством юмора.
Георгий Левитэн навсегда
останется в наших сердцах
примером достойно прожитой
жизни.
– Дети и Внуки

В субботу, 27 февраля, в 3
часа дня, в Бостоне состоится
ежегодная акция “Бостон
Помнит!,”
посвященная
памяти Бориса Немцова. Этот
митинг-акция приурочен к
годовщине убийства Немцова
27 февраля 2015 года.
В
этом
году
это
мероприятие имеет не только
мемориальный смысл, но и
политический. Организаторы
проводят акцию не только
как
дань
уважения
к
человеческому достоинству
и мужеству их отстаивания,
но и в знак солидарности с
политическими
заключенными в России.
Учитывая волну арестов,
прошедшую по всей России,
организаторы решили поддержать тех, кто оказался за
решеткой.
Сам Немцов придавал
очень серьезное значение
правозащитной деятельности
и считал ее частью своей
политической
программы.
На митинге также будет
поднят лозунг “Свободу всем
политическим заключенным!”
В этот же день Марши Памяти
Бориса Немцова планируются
также в других странах.
Место сбора в Бостоне State House (ориентировочно).
Доп. инфо на фейсбуке
“Марш Весна”: facebook.
com/events/427817868556574.
На
фейсбуке:
www.facebook.com/notyouraveragecitizen также можно узнать о
документальном фильме “Not
Your Average Citizen” о Борисе
Немцове.

Фонд Роберта Лаппина,
Lappin Foundation приглашает
русскоязычную общину
• В воскресенье, 21 марта,
в 3 часа дня состоится
виртуальное (Zoom) мероприятие, посвященное памяти
и наследию Роберта Лаппина
и его Благотворительного
Фонда, чья работа была
направлена на сохранение,
поддержание и развитие
еврейского
самосознания
у молодежи. В программе
с речью примет участие
бывший Советский диссидент,
известный
израильский
политик и общественный
деятель Натан Шаранский.
Программа
бесплатная,

организаторы
особенно
приглашают членов русскоязычной общины присоединиться через Zoom:
www.lappinfoundation.org.
• 4 марта, в 7 ч. вечера,
ученики
11-х
классов,
проживающих на Северном
Берегу, и их родите-ли
приглашаются на информационное собрание, посвященное поездке в Израиль
по программе Youth to Israel
Adventure (Y2I), планируемая
на конец 2020 года.
Регистрация и информация
на сайте: www.Y2I.org.

YOUTH TO ISRAEL

ADVENTURE
Виртуальное
нное
информацио
собрание
2021 Y2I Adve

nture

арта
четверг • 4 М
7 ч. вечера

Еврейская молодежь 11-х классов

Jewish students who are
и их родители приглашаются
currently juniors in high school
на информационное
собрание
о
and
parents are invited
to a
поездке
в Израиль поmeeting
программе
Регистрация и Zoom link virtual
informational
Y2I - Youth
to Israel Adventure
на сайте: www.y2i.org
about
the life-changing
2021
Y2I Adventure of a Lifetime!

Поездка полностью субсидируется и открыта для еврейских
Thursday, March
4 •в7:00
p.m. EST
подростков, которые
живут
районе
действия Lappin Foundation.
December 2021
open to teens 2021
who live-in2orянваря
who are
Поездка состоится
с Y2I
23isдекабря
2022 года
members of a temple in Lappin Foundation’s service area.
(если будет безопасно и разрешено путешествовать)
As long as it is safe to travel, the trip will take place from

Thursday, December
23, 2021-Sunday,
January 2, 2022. к Sharon Wyner
Для дополнительной
информации
обращайтесь
trip is fully subsidized!
по тел. The
978-565-4450
или swyner@lappinfoundation.org
REGISTER HERE FOR THE ZOOM LINK.
For more information, contact Sharon Wyner at 978-565-4450
or email swyner@lappinfoundation.org.

LAPPIN FOUNDATION
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

29 Congress Street • Salem, MA 01970 • 978-565-4450 • lappinfoundation.org

English Summary
In this week’s issue of the
Journal’s Russian Chronicle, we
include an “In Memoriam” column about a member of the
Russian-speaking community
who recently passed away. We
also invite readers to take part
in a special event dedicated
to the memory and legacy of

Robert Lappin, and include
an announcement about Y2I’s
2021 program. We also include
a story about a march dedicated to the memory of Boris
Nemtsov, a Russian politician
who opposed to the government of Vladimir Putin and was
assassinated in 2015.

СОТНИ ОБРАЗЦОВ
МЕМОРИАЛЬНЫХ ПАМЯТНИКОВ
мы осуществаляем дизайн и непосредственное
изготовление памятников
в нашей мастерской без суб-подрядчиков

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA ~ 978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS

82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA ~ 978-922-0517

Приглашаем Вас принять участие в
праздничной программе, посвященной жизни и наследию
1922 – 2020
а также отметить

50-летие программы Y2I-Youth to Israel Adventure
Воскресенье, 21 Марта • 3 часа дня
В программе примет участие правозащитник, диссидент и
всемирно-известный политический деятель

Натан Шаранский

программа бесплатная

–

приглашаются все желающие

Регистрация для Zoom link на сайте LappinFoundation.org;
Susan Feinstein по тел. 978-740-4431 или sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org

www.obmemorials.com
Обслуживаем Еврейскую Общину Северного Берега с 1890 года

29 Congress Street • Salem, MA 01970 • 978-740-4431 • lappinfoundtion.org
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Miriam Berkowitz Blue named executive director
of Hillel Council of New England
BOSTON – Hillel Council
of New England (HCNE)
announced that Executive
Director Samuel Mendales, of
36 years, will retire this spring.
Miriam Berkowitz Blue, the
council’s assistant director, has
been promoted to executive
director and will formally begin
on May 4.
Since 1985, Mendales has
guided the transformation of
HCNE from an umbrella organization providing support to
the large, established Hillel
foundations in the immediate
Boston area to a focus on fostering Jewish campus life on many
small campuses throughout
New England. At schools where
Hillel does not have its own designated gathering space, providing students with a sense of
community and belonging is
critical.
“The impact Sam has had on
the Jewish community here in
New England is immeasurable,”
said Cathy Stern, HCNE’s Board
President. “From students, to
faculty and staff, to fellow Hillel
colleagues, Sam made everyone he came in contact with
feel welcomed, accepted and
inspired. This is certainly the
end of an era, but we are excited
to move forward with Miriam at
the helm.”
Berkowitz Blue has been

Miriam Berkowitz Blue

assistant director since 2016,
but joined Hillel Council in 2012
as a campus advisor. As assistant director, she oversees campus partnerships and programs,
works with lay leadership, and
coordinates professional development opportunities.
Berkowitz Blue is also in
her ninth year as Hillel director at Simmons University and
received the “Advisor of the
Year” award from Simmons in
2018. She is a self-proclaimed
“professional Jew,” having previously worked at New England
Young Judaea, the Commission
for Jewish Education (CJE) in
West Palm Beach, Florida, and
the North Suburban Jewish
Community Center in Peabody
before joining Hillel Council. She
received her B.A. from Wellesley
College in Political Science and

a Master’s of Jewish Education
as a Legacy Heritage Fellow at
Hebrew College. She is also active
in her local Jewish community,
where she is a vice president at
the Epstein Hillel School, is a
new board member of Mayyim
Hayyim and is also a member
of the North Area Community
Council for Combined Jewish
Philanthropies.
“It’s a privilege to step into
the role of executive director after nine years with Hillel
Council of New England,” said
Berkowitz Blue. “I’ve seen firsthand the changing needs of the
students and staff, especially as
we’ve navigated this new world
of remote programming. We
have big goals for the coming
year and I am excited to charge
toward them with our talented
and committed team.”

from page 3

ditionally the first day of school
in Danvers,” Superintendent
Lisa Dana said in an email. “Over
the past couple of years, we have
not closed for Rosh Hashanah
but the policy subcommittee
will be discussing it in March.”
Peabody Superintendent Josh
Vadala said the calendar has not
been approved but he anticipated the first day of school to
fall on August 30 with the first
day of Rosh Hashanah an off
day, with the second counted as
an excused absence.
Rabbi Eliana Jacobowitz of
Temple B’nai Brith in Somerville
said missing that first day of
school “for some kids, that
means starting the year in a way
that is a little bit off, and I think
this year it’s going to hit people
really hard.”
Rabbi Avi Bukiet of the
Chabad Center for Jewish Life
Arlington-Belmont said the
Jewish community in Arlington
is growing “exponentially,” and
the center has 100 member
households, 65 of which have
children in Arlington schools.
“Just to make it clear, the second day of Rosh Hashanah is,
from a traditional standpoint,
as important as the first day of
Rosh Hashanah,” Bukiet said.
The Anti-Defamation League
reported five incidents of antiSemitism in Arlington during

Bobby Rudolph named partner
at Rudolph Friedmann

Samuel Mendales

Arlington schools
2019, including graffiti at one of
the schools and two arson fires
set outside the Chabad center,
where the rabbi’s family lives.
“This upcoming school year
is going to be different. [The first
day of school] is a day no child
should miss if they can help it,”
Bukiet said.
Rabbi
Carolyn
“Cari”
Bricklin-Small of Temple Shir
Tikvah in Winchester, who lives
in Arlington and is a parent of
a second grader and an incoming kindergartner, said her congregation serves 123 Arlington
families, 54 that have children in
the temple’s religious education
program that are also of school
age. The Reform congregation
holds two days of services for
Rosh Hashanah.
“So that means we have heard
from a Chabad, an egalitarian,
and now a Reform congregation that they acknowledge Rosh
Hashanah to be two days long,”
she said.
As a parent, Bricklin-Small
said if school were held on Sept.
8, she would have to decide
whether to be present for her
daughter’s first day of kindergarten.
“That is not a decision we
should be asking any religious
member of our community to
have to make,” Bricklin-Small
said.
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The Jewish Journal will print
your news at no charge:
birth announcements,
engagements, weddings, job
promotions, special events and
other simchas. Submissions are
subject to editing for style and
length. Send your news to
rosenberg@jewishjournal.org,
subject “People.”

Bobby Rudolph has been
named a partner in the law
firm of Rudolph Friedmann
LLP. Bobby joined the firm as
an associate in 2012 and represents individuals and businesses in complex civil litigation matters. His cases primarily
involve issues related to business, employment, real estate
and construction.
He received a J.D., cum laude,
from Boston College Law School
and B.A., cum laude, from Colby
College. He is also a graduate of
The Governor’s Academy, where
he was the recipient of the
Headmaster’s Cup, and Cohen
Hillel Academy.
Rudolph has been selected as
a Rising Star by Massachusetts
Super Lawyers from 2014
through 2020 and was named

Bobby Rudolph

to the 2021 Best Lawyers in
America© - Ones to Watch list for
Labor and Employment Law –
Employee. Rudolph Friedmann
LLP is a full-service firm with
20 attorneys and has offices in
Boston and Marblehead.
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THANK YOU FOR DONATING TO THE JEWISH JOURNAL DURING JANUARY, 2021
YOUR TAX DEDUCTIBLE GIFT HELPS KEEP OUR PUBLICATION FREE.
David and Arlene Addis in honor of
our granddaughter Jenna Comins
Addis
Roberta and Joel Aronson
Barrie Atkin
Henry Basch in honor of Ellen J.
Sussman
Henry Basell
Belansky Family in memory of Esther
and Samuel Belansky
Francine Black
Elaine Bloom
Phyllis Boris in memory of Nathan and
Anna Furman
Bobbi Brodie
Betsy, Mike, Morgan and Jordan
Brodsky
Ellie Bromberg
Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick
Louise Chudnofsky
Maisie Coborne
Howard Cohen in memory of David
and Edith Cohen
Marcia Cohen in memory of my
beloved sister, Esther
Deanna and Neil Cooper
Arleen and David Corneau
Helaine and Bill Davis
Irene L. Davis in memory of my
husband Milton Davis
Paula Dollin in memory of my
husband, Arnie Dollin

Betty Dyer
Hazel Engber in memory of my dear
husband Louis and son Brandon
Sol and Linda Feldman
Stanislav and Elena Feldman
Inga Finks in memory of Malcolm D.
Finks
Robert Freedman in memory of
Tamara and Louis Freedman
Rob and Shelley Freedman
Avrum and Sophia Freytsis
Annette Gabovitch
James Garrels
Richard and Gail Gelb
Arlene Germain
Jack and Sheila Gerson
Roberta and Richard Giller in memory
of Jack and Dot Giller
Steven and Susan Glovsky
Saul and Sarah Goldberg
Wade Goldman
Russell Grand in honor of Marcy
Grand for excellence in sales and
through her efforts enhancing life in
our Jewish community
Sylvia E. Green
Doris and Elliot Hershoff
Joel and Lisa Israel in memory of my
parents Leonard and Trudy Hecker
Corey Jackson
Donald and Edna Kaplan
Eric and Cynthia Kaplan

Phyllis and Jack Karas
Peter Kaufman
Gaye Kirshman
Patricia Clark and Bernard Kravitz
Joshua and Pam Lehman
Esther Levi
Rick Linn
Shirley Lipman
Elaine Litcofsky
Philip and Andrea Mann
Martin and Arlene Margolis
Ruth Markiewicz
Phyllis Sax Melone in honor of Lily and
Colin’s birthday
Iris Meltzer
Elaine Merken in memory of husband
Henry and son Robert
Ann Pendexter in loving memory of
my husband Charles Pendexter and
father Abraham Babbitt
Laurence Posner and Marilyn Cohn in
memory of Gerald and Sara Posner
Bobbie Ribatt
Alan S. Rosenfield
Martin and Esther Rubenstein
Arthur Rubin in memory of Ann and
Leonard Rubin
Leonard and Julia Rubin
Sheila Rudin in honor of Abraham
and Ethel Weiss and all of the
Steinbergs and Weiss Family
Richard P. and Esther Salinsky Fund

Ruth Salloway
Ed and Donna Seligman
Alan and Ruth Shactman
Beverly and Mel Shapiro
Sue and Joel Sherman
Ethel Shulam in honor of daughter
Deborah
Bob Shuman
Edward and Caren Sloan
Estelle Solomon in memory of my
husband and daughter
Shirley Sowsy
Rhonda and Stuart Spitzer
Stuart Splitzer
Gene Stamell
Tsipa Stanik
Carole Taut
Vitaly Vatnikov
Dr. Jon and Marilyn Volovick in
memory of Dr. Charles and Anne
Volovick, Joseph and Lillian Shriber,
Ronald Volovick
Rich Waloff
Stephen Weinstein
Eleanor and Allen Winecour
Janice and Elliot Wyner
Anonymous in honor and memory of
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Zides
Sayra Dvora Zimmerman in memory of
my husband Jack L. Zimmerman

AND THANK YOU TO ALL OUR ANONYMOUS DONORS. TO MAKE A DONATION, VISIT WWW.JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG.

