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DUXBURY ANTI-SEMITIC FOOTBALL PLAY-CALLING
HINTS AT LONG HISTORY OF ‘SYSTEMATIC BIAS’
By Ethan M. Forman and Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF

designed to murder innocent people, Jewish people,
men, women and children – a million Jewish people
and maybe 100,000 non-Jews. To use that word today is
wrong and should not be done,” he said.

MARCH 24

DUXBURY – In this well-groomed coastal town,
members of the small Jewish community and others
are trying to determine why its vaunted high school
football team used the terms “Auschwitz,” “rabbi,” and
“dreidel” while calling plays in a March 12 game against
Plymouth North.
The reports, which have sent shockwaves of hurt,
anger, and embarrassment through this small South
Shore community of 16,000, has drawn national press
and is the latest anti-Semitic instance that has involved
paid municipal leaders. In late February, then-Lowell
School Committee member Robert Hoey Jr. referred to
a former school employee as a “kike” on live cable TV.
Within days, Hoey had resigned.
Auschwitz-Birkenau was a Nazi death camp in
Poland during World War II, where more than 1 million
Jews were murdered – including at least 200,000 chil-

“This was a systemic failure”
High school football in Massachusetts is being
played this spring because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
After the March 12 season opener, the anti-Semitic
language was reported to the Duxbury school district by Plymouth North school officials. The following
weekend, the team played Silver Lake, but head football
coach Dave Maimaron was not on the sidelines. The
use of the terms became public on March 22, when the
district posted a message on its website informing residents that it had begun an investigation.
“Specifically, it was reported, and ultimately confirmed, that our team used highly offensive language
continued on page 12
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Duxbury Football Coach Dave Maimaron was fired 12
days after the game.
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Duxbury players used the terms “Auschwitz,” “rabbi”
and “dreidel” while calling plays.

dren. It was also a center of torturous medical “experiments” by Nazis that killed thousands. Israel “Izzy”
Arbeiter, who survived Auschwitz and lives in Newton,
said he was shocked to hear that a high school football
team would use the term and incorporate it into its
playbook. “They were using it because the coach was
teaching them that. They didn’t come up with the words
on their own,” Arbeiter told the Journal.
“I think it’s very offensive to use the word Auschwitz.
It should be a holy word in history, because Auschwitz
was not a camp, it was a slaughterhouse. It was
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Duxbury selectmen met online to discuss the use of the
terms and anti-Semitism in the town.

On Yom HaShoah, Holocaust survivor Izzy Arbeiter: ‘Never Forget’
By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

Nearly 80 years ago, under
the Nazi occupation of Poland,
a young Israel Arbeiter and
his parents and siblings were
among the Jewish families who
were rounded up during the
October 1942 liquidation of
the Starachowice ghetto, where
they had been brought the year
before from their home in Plock.
Arbeiter and two of his brothers who were deemed fit to work
were sent to one group; his parents and 7-year-old brother to
another. “It was the first time
I was separated from my parents,” Arbeiter recalled.
He risked his life to race over
to his parents. “Whatever happens to my parents, let it happen to me, too,” he thought at
the time.
But his wise father told him
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Israel “Izzy” Arbeiter with high school students at the New England
Holocaust Memorial after it was vandalized in 2017.

and his two brothers, “‘Children,
go back over there, and if you
survive, remember to carry on
with Jewish life and Jewish tradition.’”
It was the last time Arbeiter
saw his parents and young
brother, who were sent to the
gas chambers at the Treblinka
death camp. He tears up as he
retells the life-shattering experience.
For the next 2½ years, Arbeiter
endured hunger, typhus, and
miraculously escaped death in
four other Nazi camps, including Auschwitz. He was among
the concentration camp survivors being led by Nazi SS guards
in a death march when he was
liberated by Allied Forces in
southern Germany on April 25,
1945, his 20th birthday. He and
wife, Anna, also a Holocaust survivor, immigrated to Boston in
1949.

He’s become a prominent
local, national, and global
leader devoted to keeping the
memory of the Holocaust and
its victims alive. Arbeiter has
been an inspiring presence
at the annual Yom HaShoah
Holocaust Remembrance program presented by the Jewish
Community Relations Council
of Greater Boston.
This year’s virtual Yom
HaShoah Holocaust commemoration will take place at 2 p.m.
on Sunday, April 11 and will feature the announcement of the
winners of the 15th annual Israel
Arbeiter essay contest.
Arbeiter’s father’s parting
words have become Arbeiter’s
lifelong guidepost. He and Anna
raised their three children in
their Newton home filled with
Jewish knowledge and joyful traditions.
continued on page 16
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Winthrop chief’s company to receive
$250 an hour to investigate alleged
swastika scratching incident

Winthrop Police Chief Terence Delehanty

By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

MARBLEHEAD – Winthrop
police Chief Terence Delehanty’s
company is being paid $250 an
hour by the town to investigate
a 2019 incident where a former
Marblehead police officer allegedly scratched a swastika into
the paint of a fellow patrolman’s
personal car.
An independent investigation
into the swastika scratching incident is still ongoing, according
to police Chief Robert Picariello.
According to Picariello, there is
no timeline for delivery of the
report.

The allegation caused an
outcry within the Jewish and
wider community amid concerns about anti-Semitism and
the department’s own policies
and procedures regarding such
matters. Several groups in town
wrote to selectmen asking for
more information about the incident.
“There is no timeline as to
releasing the report as I don’t
know when we will get it,” the
chief, who is retiring in July, said
in an email. “I can say that we
have committed to making it as
transparent a process as possible
within the law.”
The investigation into the

incident is being handled by a
company called Law Enforcement Application and Development Strategies, or LEADS, which
is run by Delehanty, who leads
Winthrop’s police department.
The contract, provided by
Picariello, calls for the company
to “review an incident that
occurred in June or July of 2019
between two officers.” The contract does not have an upper
limit on the amount to be paid to
LEADS for its investigative services.
The review will determine
which officers were involved and
what they knew, and whether
they violated the department’s
policies, rules or regulations and
“make recommendations consistent with current trends and best
practices in the industry.”
Last December’s revelation
about former Marblehead officer
Timothy Tufts allegedly scratching a swastika into the paint of a
fellow officer’s personal car in the
summer of 2019 threw into question his testimony about whether
another officer used excessive
force during an apparent domestic incident at Miller Plaza last
May, according to Picariello.
The matter that the swastika scratching case had a bearing on relates to a citizen complaint lodged by a woman after
an apparent domestic incident
on May 19, 2020, around 2 a.m.
at Miller Plaza, 87 Pleasant St.,
according to a lengthy internal
affairs investigation report dated
Aug. 4, 2020 which Picariello provided.
Among other things, the
report looked at whether Officer
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Christopher Gallo used excessive
force against the woman, amid
allegations he threw her against
the wall while responding to the
call with three other officers.
The report contains widely
differing accounts of what happened. For instance, it states that
Tufts reported Gallo “‘reacted
by slamming her into the wall,
which would not be reasonable
for a passively resistant subject.’”
But, Gallo reported he held
the woman’s “upper arm twice
with one hand and never put
her against the wall or any other
object or caused her to go to
the ground.” A sergeant at the
scene testified “Gallo did hold
… against the wall ‘for a split
second.’” The August report
concluded that given testimony
of two officers at the scene and
video from a 7-Eleven surveillance camera “excessive force
was used” on the woman.
Gallo could have faced disciplinary action for this finding.
While
Picariello
could
not provide the police report
because it was a domestic incident, what happened can be
inferred from the exhaustive and
heavily redacted internal affairs
investigation report.
“It was a very thoroughly done
investigation,” Picariello said in
an interview about the report
compiled by Capt. Matthew
Freeman.
However, a supplemental
report written earlier this winter stated that the initial investigation included a number of
findings regarding Gallo and
his actions and conduct at the
scene.
“Subsequent to the completion of the investigation the
credibility of certain witnesses
was called into question,” the
supplement report states.
“Upon further investigation, it
was determined that other witness statements with respect
to Officer Gallo’s alleged use of
excessive force and his being
untruthful originally relied upon
were not credible, and it was
determined that Gallo had not
used excessive force as originally
believed.”
Gallo was exonerated from
allegations of using excessive force with this new review,
which does not name any other
person. This review also concluded Gallo’s conduct “fell
below” professional standards
of the department for failing to
respond to dispatch and for failing to “complete a sufficiently
detailed report.”
When Picariello found out
about the swastika scratching
incident in November “it caused
us to call into question some of
the testimony we relied on in
the [Gallo] case,” Picariello said
in an interview. That’s because
the incident became known
only after the investigation into
excessive force was completed.
Picariello described Tufts as
“a key witness in the incident.”
After the chief learned of the
swastika scratching incident,
Tufts was placed on paid administrative leave. Tufts resigned on
Dec. 16, 2020, “and that caused
problems for the previous case,”
Picariello said.
Essentially, if Gallo had
appealed his disciplinary action,
the department may not have
been able to defend that appeal.
On advice of labor counsel,
Picariello said, “We were able to
bring the matter to a close.”
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North Shore temples
cautiously plan soft
openings of shuttered shuls
By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

PEABODY – The Conservative
Temple Ner Tamid, like many
shuls on the North Shore, has
been closed to in-person services since March 2020 because
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
However, with vaccines going
into arms, the congregation is
planning a “soft opening” on
Friday, April 30, with a Shabbat
evening service for about 40
congregants, social distancing
and masks to go along with kippahs.
“With care, with caution,
with special requirements,” is
how Rabbi Richard Perlman
described the soft opening,
which he said is akin to restarting a stopped train with its
wheels turning slowly at first.
A survey of several North
Shore synagogues shows that
some are moving to welcome
congregants in some fashion
this month. Others are not quite
ready to throw open the sanctuary doors as COVID cases in
the state rose significantly late
last month, with some health
experts calling it the start of the
fourth surge.
Many temples are taking a
wait-and-see approach as they
study local, state, and national guidelines and watch case
counts.
“No one is more anxious for

Photo: Ethan M. Forman

“We can’t set a date because the
situation is still fluid,” said Rabbi
David Meyer of Temple Emanu-El
in Marblehead.

that than I,” said Rabbi David
Meyer of Temple Emanu-El
in Marblehead about being in
front of the congregation again
for services. Myer and Music
Director Jon Nelson have taken
part in live-streamed Shabbat
services from an empty sanctuary throughout the pandemic,
the pair separated by Plexiglas
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In Duxbury, football
takes priority over education

n Duxbury, the recent revelation that its high
school football team had long incorporated
the word “Auschwitz,” and other Jewish terms
in its playbook – such as “rabbi” and “dreidel”
– could only be seen by many as a profoundly
insulting and painful exhibition of ignorance.
That the plays were known and approved by
coaches – who work as educators in Duxbury
schools – seems inconceivable, and represents a
staggering display of irresponsibility and a harrowing lack of common respect toward humanity.
Auschwitz was the most notorious Nazi killing center in the 20th century – where 1 million
Jews, including 200,000 children, were murdered
and then burned in crematoria. While there are
no graves to honor the victims – including tens
of thousands of non-Jews – it is the largest Jewish
cemetery in the world.
In Duxbury, it took 10 days before the public
learned about the team’s use of “Auschwitz” in
the March 12 game, and another two days before
the town fired the football coach. Meanwhile, the
town’s school superintendent announced that
it would hire a private firm to conduct an independent investigation. Two of the team’s football
games were canceled. A Holocaust program was
taught at the high school, and some of the players met with a grandchild of a Holocaust survivor,
a local rabbi and a Jewish state senator.

It was supposed to be a learning experience in
a town where many have complained of a nonwelcoming culture. Late last month, selectmen
reaffirmed Duxbury’s official commitment to
inclusion and equity. But just this week, school
leaders seemed eager to move past the whole
event. It announced that the football season
would resume this Friday. And in a statement by
a public relations firm hired by Duxbury Public
Schools, a spokesman told the Journal that the
town had yet to determine if any of the investigative report would be made public.
In its rush to move forward and resume the
football season, one must ask: What kind of
message does this send to Jewish families in the
town? What message does this send to Jewish students in Duxbury? And what message does this
send to the current football team?
Many towns would seize this moment as an
opportunity to grow. Many communities would
understand that the pain caused by this experience necessitates an immediate review of the
culture that led to it. This is a time when education should come before sports. Football should
not be played again this year in Duxbury and its
games should be forfeited. This is a time when
introspection and transparency is required. That
should be a public process, and it should not take
place on a football field.

Auschwitz audibles and the ‘Bubbe on the wall’
our dining room table to this ing anti-Semitism and bigotry
day. Even though the lives of her within Duxbury.
and her family were cut short,
Having grown up within the
their memory is never lost. Her Duxbury school system, what
presence reminds us just how is most remarkable about this
precious life is, and how easily it situation is that while it is upsetcan be taken away. Furthermore, ting, it is not surprising. There
her seat at the table is defiant; is a widespread sentiment
though the SS
that “Duxbury
tried to murder
doesn’t have a
the Jews of Kyiv, There is no easy solution race problem,”
many of their
yet I can think of
descendants live to Duxbury’s problem, countless times
but the path forward
on to tell their
when I have
tales, and more demands introspection, e x p e r i e n c e d
than that, to
and bore witaccountability, and
thrive. She has
ness to bigotry.
education.
sat at the table for
This perception
birthday parties,
may stem from
for Shabbos dinthe fact that, in
ners, for medical school accep- our overwhelmingly white town,
tances, for marriage announce- it is often assumed that since
ments. This sense of memory nobody is there to speak out
and resilience is so vital to the that the problem doesn’t exist.
Jewish people, a people who In reality, prejudice is deeply
have been hated, persecuted,
and killed for simply existing
LETTERS TO
for thousands of years, yet continue to persist.
Using “Auschwitz,” the name
of a Nazi concentration camp
Amid the revelation of the
that killed over a million men,
Duxbury football team using
women, and children, as an
Auschwitz in its plays, focusaudible in a high school footing on rehabilitation more than
ball playbook was clearly in
on punishment may be more
poor taste, but for many, this
constructive. Were the team and
ignorance and callousness hit
coach filled with hate, or meremuch closer to home. I can’t
ly woefully ignorant? At least
help but wonder how long
the coach’s apology sounded
Duxbury would have used this
sincere, rather than the usual
term had someone not spoken
worthless “I’m sorry if I offendout. Though dozens of players and Coach Maimaron were
LETTERS TO
undoubtedly familiar with the
play call, it took someone from
THE EDITOR
the Plymouth North team to
Letters must be signed
be the one to condemn its use.
and include your name,
As activist Ginetta Sagan said,
address, and telephone
“silence in the face of injustice
number for verification
is complicity with the opprespurposes. Letters are
sor.” In World War II, this silence
limited
to 300 words.
killed. What has allowed antiSubmissions are subject
Semitism to persist so prolifito editing for accuracy.
cally throughout history is how
Email submissions to:
insidious it is. The Duxbury
High School football incident
editor@jewishjournal.org,
is indicative of a broader culsubject “Letters.”
ture of complacency surround-

ingrained in our culture, and
this homogeneity in itself stands
testament to our intolerance.
We must turn inward and
work towards becoming an
inclusive town that challenges ignorance. There is no easy
solution to Duxbury’s problem,
but the path forward demands
introspection,
accountability, and education. I am hopeful
that we have moved one small
step in the right direction by
showing the next generation
that actions have consequences.
However, we need to continue
to condemn bigotry, educate
our community, and ultimately
eliminate this culture of complacency if we ever hope to have
a Duxbury that stands against
anti-Semitism and intolerance.
Sebastian Taylor writes from
Duxbury.

THE EDITOR

Time for Holocaust education in Duxbury

Illustration by Anjali Benjamin-Webb

By Sebastian Taylor

I

n my family’s Duxbury home,
we have a large portrait hanging on the wall of a woman
in a headscarf who looks wiser
than her years, lovingly referred
to as “the Bubbe on the wall”
(“Bubbe” means grandmother
in Yiddish). This woman, born
in a small Jewish village outside
of Kyiv, had two daughters. As
anti-Semitism rose in Ukraine,
and with it, violent pogroms,
she worried for her daughters
and urged them to move to
the United States. While one of
her daughters, my great-greatgrandmother, quickly adapted
to life in the U.S., her sister
missed her village, and wanting
to be there to care for her aging
mother, decided to move back

to Ukraine. The sisters kept in
close contact, writing to each
other constantly, until one day
in late 1941, the letters stopped.
My great-great-grandmother
went the remainder of her life
never knowing exactly what had
happened to her family.
Unlike in Western Europe, the
Nazis did not take prisoners out
of much of Eastern Europe for
forced labor, experimentation,
and murder in concentration
camps. Instead, in Kyiv, they
ordered the immediate extermination of all Jews; gathering up
over 30,000 Jewish civilians, my
family presumed among them,
and shooting them, point-blank,
into a massive pit at the Babi Yar
ravine.
The portrait of the Bubbe
hangs proudly at the head of

ed anybody.” High school football players have served as big
brothers to underprivileged
children. Such an experience
may be more valuable than
being denied games.
A tour through the Holocaust
Museum leaves many students
in tears.
Eric Reines
Marblehead
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White supremacy foments the toxic mix of anti-Semitism and racism
By David M. Shribman
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

S

o it has come to this: White supremacists “remain the most persistent
and lethal threat in the homeland.”
That is the evaluation of the Donald
Trump-era Department of Homeland
Security, coming less than three months
before the siege at the Capitol. It remains
true in the Joe Biden era. And that
threat has come home, quite literally, to
Massachusetts.
A recent Anti-Defamation League
study found that there were eight white
supremacist events in this state last year,
more than double the incidents from the
previous year. The Patriot Front, which is
one of the most prominent white supremacist groups in the country, was responsible for the majority of white supremacist
propaganda distributed here last year.
White supremacy extremism is principally a threat to visible minorities – and
a threat to civil society and domestic
peace. But increasingly it is clear that
it also is a threat to Jews; the Patriot
Front, for example, conflated the toxic
mix of anti-Semitism and racism. Jews
have been at the forefront of the battle
against both, making this an especially
poignant characteristic of this movement
– and an especially important moment of
vigilance.
“Anti-Semitism has been a core element of white supremacy through the
whole modern era,” said Kathy Blee,
codirector for the Collaboratory Against
Hate, a research and action center that
the University of Pittsburgh and Carnegie
Mellon University established a few
weeks ago. “Racial hatred may be front
and center in white supremacy, but antiSemitism has always been a driving part
of the movement. These people believe
minorities have power in this society
because of the maneuvering of Jews.’’
That underlines the part that conspiracy theories play in the white supremacy movement. Students of anti-Semi-

Photo: Wikipedia

A noose was attached to makeshift gallows during the Jan. 6, 2021 storming of the
United States Capitol.

tism know that conspiratorial thinking
always has been the engine behind the
hatred of Jews, particularly the idea that
Jewish elites are the hidden force behind
(pick one, or more) banking, the arts, the
press, entertainment, homosexuality, and
Communism.
The oxygen of white supremacist
movements often is the notion that they
possess the “hidden secrets” of the way
the world works, and they attract and
retain adherents by revealing those hidden “truths.” The Patriot Front, for example, argues that it knows and understands
the secret Jewish plot for world domination.
One of these white supremacy movements goes by the name of Christian
Identity, which has nothing to do with
Christianity but which in recent years has
developed appeal among neo-Confederates. It peddles what the Southern Poverty
Law Center describes as a “unique antiSemitic and racist theology.’’ Groups like
these argue that Jews are part of a lineage
of Satan, a concept of anti-Semitism that

differs substantially from the European
strand, which generally holds that Jews
merely do the bidding of Satan.
The Christian Identity movement may
be stagnating – the SPLC puts the number of their groups nationwide at 11, the
same as the year before – but the general
threat nationwide is not.
One group active in New England is
the Nationalist Social Club, which began
in eastern Massachusetts and whose
members, according to the ADL, “see
themselves as soldiers at war with a
hostile, Jewish-controlled system that is
deliberately plotting the extinction of the
white race.” Last June, the members of
the club joined a State House rally with
Nazi symbolism and as recently as last
Sept. 11, it argued that the Israeli intelligence unit Mossad was behind the terrorist attacks of 2001.
“These groups target lots of people,”
said Robert Trestan, regional director of
ADL New England. “They’re anti-immigrant, they are anti-Semitic, and they are
racist at the same time. They don’t distin-

guish between Jews on the left and Jews
on the right. They hate all Jews. When you
look at their xenophobia, they hate all
immigrants. They don’t draw distinctions.
The targeting of blame and the stereotyping of the ‘other’ is utterly consistent.”
What are Jews to do?
“One of the things I learned at
Sunday School in Temple B’nai Israel in
Oklahoma City is that we are part of the
bigger humanity,” said former Republican
Representative Mickey Edwards, who
now teaches at Princeton after stints
at Harvard Law School and Harvard’s
Kennedy School of Government. “We
have always been a people who knew
what it was like to be oppressed just
because of our identity.
“That means we have a relationship
and a duty to also stand up against other
people being treated the same way,”
he continued. “Our experience is not
directly related to Asian-Americans and
African-Americans, but it is not unrelated. Where it is related in not in numbers,
and not in the specific ways people are
oppressed, but in the commonality about
being oppressed.’’
In that light, perhaps the last sentence
of Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from a
Birmingham Jail,” written 59 years ago
this month, might provide inspiration
and guidance:
“Let us all hope that the dark clouds of
racial prejudice will soon pass away and
the deep fog of misunderstanding will be
lifted from our fear drenched communities, and in some not too distant tomorrow the radiant stars of love and brotherhood will shine over our great nation with
all their scintillating beauty.”
David M. Shribman, who teaches
American politics at McGill University’s
Max Bell School of Public Policy in
Montreal, is executive editor emeritus of
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. He led the
newspaper’s coverage of the Tree of Life
synagogue shooting that won the Pulitzer
Prize.

Recent events make it clear: This is the time
to ensure that we never forget
By Jeremy Burton

L

ike so many of my generation of Jewish-Americans,
I grew up with Holocaust
survivors as a part of the fabric of my daily life. Both of my
stepparents were hidden children. I had classmates whose
parents had survived as teen
slave-laborers in death camps.
The twin sister of a leader in
our synagogue endured horrific medical experiments at the
hands of Josef Mengele, the infamous doctor of Auschwitz.
All these people have been
on my mind in recent weeks,
as the light of day has shined
on long-ignored anti-Semitism in Massachusetts schools.
In February, a Lowell School
Committee member called the
district’s former finance director
a “kike” on live local cable TV. He
followed up with “I hate to say it,
but that’s what people used to
say behind his back.”
Then, last month came the
news that the Duxbury High
School football team used antiSemitic and Holocaust references as audible play calls. It was
further revealed they’ve been
using this language for years.
The School Committee
member resigned and the football coach was fired, but let us
pause to underscore that “people” heard this language being
used for “years.” Colleagues in
Lowell? The players, staff, or
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At Auschwitz, more than 1 million Jews were murdered by the Nazis.
A 2018 study found that 45 percent of Americans cannot name a
single concentration camp.

coaches in Duxbury?
People knew. And they said
nothing.
On March 29 in New York City,
a 65-year-old Asian woman was
kicked repeatedly in the head
and body as she lay helpless
on the sidewalk. A 38-year old
convicted murderer has been
charged with the hate crime.
The video is horrifying in its
brutality, but I was even more
alarmed by the reaction of the
bystanders. A delivery man
simply watches from a few feet
away. A security guard (since
suspended) literally steps forward to close the building’s
glass door, while the woman lies
bleeding on the sidewalk right

in front of him.
We have a problem. It is a
failure to know and understand
the history of genocide and
the lessons of that history. It’s
a generation being raised with
chasmic moral blind spots; it
is the dangerous implications
of raising bystanders instead of
upstanders.
There are many steps we need
to take as a society to deal with
these issues. One key action is
mandating genocide education
in our schools.
A 2018 study found that memory of the Holocaust is fading.
Forty-five percent of Americans
cannot name a single concentration camp. Sixty-six percent

of youth 18 to 34 didn’t recognize the word “Auschwitz” – one
of the terms the Duxbury players reportedly used as play calls.
Here in Massachusetts, there
are many great resources for
educating about the Holocaust
and genocide, including curricula and programs from our partners such as the global nonprofit
Facing History and Ourselves.
But these are electives, not
requirements. This is why the
Jewish Community Relations
Council of Greater Boston,
along with the Anti-Defamation
League of New England and the
Armenian Assembly of America,
are championing An Act to
Mandate Genocide Education
to the state Legislature.
This effort is led by Rep
resentative Jeff Roy of Franklin
and Senator Michael Rodrigues
of Westport, who have been
working tirelessly for years
with a broad bipartisan coalition of supporters to bring this
legislation to a vote and enactment. They recently received
a vigorous endorsement from
both The Boston Globe and the
Boston Herald. The ADL is urging Massachusetts residents to
contact their representatives in
support of this effort.
Yom HaShoah is Thursday,
April 8. The Jewish Community
Relations Council will commemorate this Day of Remembrance
on Sunday, April 11 at 2 p.m.,
with an online community-

wide ceremony: “Preserving our
Collective Memory: Bridging
Generations,” featuring reflections from survivors in our community.
The youngest child survivors
– the parents of my friends – are
now in their late 70s. Those teen
slave-laborers still able to tell
their stories are now in their
90s. We’ve been blessed over the
years to become witnesses to
their experiences. We are now
in the final years that a new
generation of Americans is able
to receive that witness firsthand.
The most important things
we can do right now to ensure
the memory of the Holocaust
lives on are: commit to transmitting this personal witness by
attending survivor testimony
events and inviting others to
join us so long as these events
are possible, and to advocate for
a mandated genocide education
curriculum that will ensure their
memories will endure as a lesson for future generations.
The time to act is now. We
owe this to those survivors we
have been blessed to know, who
survived – against all odds – and
to those who were taken from us
during the Shoah.
Please join us in this sacred
and necessary work.
Jeremy Burton is the executive director of the Jewish
Community Relations Council
of Greater Boston.
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April 17 – May
& Israel
2022 MARCH
OF1, 2020
THE Poland
LIVING

TEEN TRIP

for High School Juniors and Seniors

ADULT TRIP

April 30 – May 12, 2019 Poland, Hungary & Israel

April 24 – May 8, 2022

Trip of A Lifetime!
Unique Jewish Heritage Trip to Poland and Israel
Registration Now Open – Generous Scholarships Available!*
Highlights include:
• Join 10,000 Jewish high schoolers from
50 countries;
• Visit sites of Poland’s once-thriving
Jewish community;
• Observe Yom HaShoah (Holocaust
Remembrance Day) at Auschwitz/Birkenau;
• Experience Modern Israel – Mark
Yom HaZikoron (Memorial Day) &
Yom HaAtzma’ut (Independence Day)

New England Friends – March of the Living
Space is limited
Contact us now for more info:

https://motlnewengland.org
Aaron Kischel:
kischel7241@gmail.com
781-799-4765
*Additional financial assistance may be available through local organizations and synagogues

CELEBRATING
YEARS OF ISRAEL

Where the impossible becomes possible

Happy birthday Israel, from the thousands of
Masa Fellows already celebrating with you!

Soft openings of shuttered shuls
from page 5

partitions on the bima.
“We can’t set a date because
the situation is still fluid and we
are going to be guided by the
protocols” set by the state, the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, and the Marblehead
Health Department, Meyer said.
“People need to stay cautious
and aware.”
Congregation Shirat Hayam
in Swampscott plans to reopen
the daily minyan services in its
sanctuary two days a week.
The evening minyan will be
in person on Tuesdays starting
April 6, while the morning minyan will be held in person on
Thursdays, staring April 8. The
minyan services will continue
to be broadcast online. Health
guidelines require participants
to remain masked even if they
are vaccinated, among other
requirements.
The synagogue also plans to
restart in-person b’nai mitzvot
services in the sanctuary with
private ceremonies, said Rabbi
Michael Ragozin. The plan is to
restart in-person Shabbat services in July.
“All of this is subject to
change as the public health situation dictates,” Ragozin said.
The temple has been offering
virtual services for 15 years, and
if anything, the pandemic has
“upped our game.”
Ira Dinnes, president of the
Conservative Temple Sinai in
Marblehead, said in an email
reopening plans are unclear at
the moment, but the congregation is “hoping to get Shabbat
going sooner [rather] than later,
perhaps Kabbalat Shabbat
outside.” Dinnes expects High
Holiday services will have people in the seats in the fall.
“I expect to follow CDC/State
recommendations. We have
older members so I am guessing most will be vaccinated,”
Dinnes said. He also expected
Zoom services to continue after
the pandemic.
Rabbi David Kudan of the
Reform Temple Tiferet Shalom
in Peabody said a committee is
guiding the temple’s reopening.
It has had a few b’nai mitzvot
services limited to 25 attendees – including clergy – and
Plexiglas partitions on the lectern.
Tiferet Shalom is planning on
three Erev Shabbat services in
April with reservations required
and limited attendance.
“It’s a cautious, limited opening but people are eager for the
personal contact,” Kudan said.
At Temple Emanu-El, a letter
from the temple’s president, Lisa
Nagel, does not set a timetable
for the reopening.
“In some ways, re-opening
will pose even greater challenges than when we were forced
to curtail in-person activities at
this time last year,” Nagel wrote.
“However, we know and are confident that we can handle the
challenges!”
For several months, the
Marblehead temple has held
in-person b’nai mitzvot celebrations with a maximum attendance of 25, following the governor’s guidelines. Attendees are
spread out and wearing masks.
Temple Emanu-El is making
plans, Nagel wrote, for a limited number of people to attend
Friday evening services, opening the social hall to accommodate more seating and giving priority to those observing

Sheloshim and Yahrzeits.
The temple is planning an
outdoor confirmation ceremony
for 100 people, in accordance
with state guidelines, and an
outdoor service on June 18 to
coincide with the installation of
the temple’s board.
The congregation will continue to stream services remotely
after it reopens.
“We began live streaming our
services several months before
the pandemic, and there is no
reason to stop,” Meyer said.
“In general, we are planning
something outdoors when the
weather gets better,” said Rabbi
Alison Adler of Temple B’nai
Abraham in Beverly. The temple does not have a definitive
reopening plan as leaders continue to watch the case numbers.
Adler said temple leaders are
thinking about a hybrid online/
in person ceremony for the temple’s annual meeting at the end
of May.
Chabad of the North Shore
on Burrill Street in Swampscott
has announced its “Soft Shul
Launch” on its website as a way
to reopen for in-person services.
“It is with optimism, caution,
and joy that we begin the process of carefully reopening our
shul,” the announcement reads.
“With the help of our committed
COVID-19 Taskforce, we have
put a variety of safety measures
in place to ensure the health and
well-being of all of our members.”
Shabbat morning services
are limited to 30 people, and
advanced signup online is
required. Services are running
from 11 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. and
are being held on the deck to the
left of the building. No food or
drink is being served and masks
are required, according to a list
of safety measures on Chabad’s
website.
Temple Ahavat Achim in
Gloucester has been totally
closed to all but Rabbi Steven
Lewis and office administrators
since a Purim celebration last
year.
“We decided we are ready to
open the shul,” said President
Eric Kaplan, who oversees a
COVID task force that includes
temple and lay leaders and doctors. They are working on protocols to reopen, and the plan
is to present them to synagogue
groups such as the ritual and
programming committees and
other stakeholders.
“It’s not going to be easy
because there are a lot of moving parts,” Kaplan said. One of
the ideas is allowing those who
have been vaccinated to be able
to go back to in-person services,
“but that is all up in the air at
this point.” About 65 percent of
the congregation is over 65, and
most have been vaccinated.
“I suspect it will be the next
month or two we will at least
start doing some services – that
is my goal,” said Kaplan, who
added that Rabbi Lewis is “actually pretty excited about it.”
He said the temple will continue to use Zoom for services after the pandemic ends so
that people far away, or living
in Brooksby Village in Peabody,
who are unable to attend in person can take part in services.
“That’s not going to change.
Zoom is going to be part of our
life, it’s not going to go away,”
Kaplan said.
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Interest-Free Loan Program
In collaboration with the Hebrew Free Loan Programs at
Jewish Family & Children’s Service and Jewish Family Service
of Metrowest, the CJP Interest-Free Loan Program is here for
the times you need help with debt consolidation, COVID-related
income disruptions, or managing other challenging expenses.
EXAMPLES OF QUALIFYING EXPENSES INCLUDE:
• Lifecycle ceremonies

• Car purchase or repairs

• Home repairs

• Small debt consolidation

• Small business costs

• New baby, fertility,
and adoption

• Healthcare not covered
by insurance

• Care of older adults or
people with disabilities

• COVID-19 recovery

• Summer camp or
Israel experiences

(i.e. bar and bat mitzvahs,
weddings, or funerals)

Loans are available from $1,000–$10,000 to households of moderate income.
Residency in the Greater Boston community and a complete loan application are required.
During this time, people who are temporarily unable to work and/or are receiving
unemployment benefits are invited to explore whether the interest-free loan will
meet their needs.

FOR ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION INFORMATION:
In the Metrowest Area
Jewish Family Service of Metrowest
508-875-3100 ext. 300
cjploan@jfsmw.org

In Greater Boston
(excluding Metrowest but including
North Shore and South Area)
Jewish Family & Children’s Service
781-693-1255 | cjploan@jfcsboston.org

CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY
YOUR JEWISH JOURNAL
Dear Reader,
We need your help to ensure that the
Journal will continue to inform, educate,
inspire and connect you to all things
Jewish. We must raise $200,000 by July
15, 2021 in order to receive a generous
$100,000 donation from husband and wife
Arthur J. Epstein and Bryna Litchman.
The Journal will use these funds to boost our
journalism, expand our content and
readership, enhance our website, and connect
with an even broader audience on social
media…allowing us to continue to publish
and mail the Journal free 30 times a year.
You can play a pivotal role in ensuring that the Journal will
be there for your children and for future generations.
Please make your tax-deductible gift today online at
www.jewishjournal.org; mail your gift to The Jewish
Journal, P.O. Box 2089, Salem, MA 01970; or call 978745-4111.
We are grateful to all our readers and thank you in advance
for your support!
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Author to speak on women of the underground during Holocaust
By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

I

n August 1942, 17-year-old
Renia Kukielka anguished
over parting from her
beloved family. For three tumultuous years under the Nazi
occupation of Poland, she and
her parents and siblings fled
their home in the small town
of Jedrzejow, endured hunger,
and witnessed atrocities and the
brutal murders of other Jews.
Renia’s older brother, Aaron,
had been taken away as part
of a roundup of young Jewish
men and sent to a Nazi labor
camp. Her older sister Sarah
had moved away, becoming an
activist in a secular Zionist organization. The family was ultimately confined to the Jewish
ghetto in their hometown. With
the threat of deportation looming, Renia’s parents decided that
splitting up was their only hope
to survive.
With her fair complexion
and mastery of Polish, Renia
was able to disguise herself as
a Christian and sent off separately.
“From that moment, I was on
my own,” she later wrote.
Within two months of narrowly escaping capture, working for a Polish family and
risking her life to flee again,
Renia, not yet 18, joined her
sister Sarah in Bedzin, a town
that had attracted many young
Jewish freedom fighters. It was a
turning point in her young life,
as Renia drew on a deep well

“The Light of Days”
Judy Batalion
William Morrow, 2021

of courage and determination,
working tirelessly to help other
Jews and carry out defiant acts
against the Nazis.
For more than seven decades,
the little-known – and surprising stories – of the sisters and
many others have remained in
the shadows.
Now, with the publication of
“The Light of Days: The Untold
Story of Women Resistance
Fighters in Hitler’s Ghettos,”
author Judy Batalion is revealing
their remarkable lives. In a riveting, exhaustively researched
book, Batalion is saying their
names, recognizing their heroism, and restoring their place in
history.
On Thursday, April 8,
Batalion, the author of “White

Walls: A Memoir About
Motherhood, Daughterhood,
and the Mess in Between,” will
discuss her book with historian Judith Rosenbaum, chief
executive officer of the Jewish
Women’s Archive at 8 p.m.
On Thursday, April 15,
Batalion will speak in a 7 p.m.
program with the Vilna Shul.
Both events will be presented virtually, and are free, but
preregistration is required at
https://jwa.org and https://vilnashul.org.
Batalion is no stranger to
the Holocaust. Her grandparents escaped from Warsaw
to Siberian work camps, and
her mother’s was born in then
Soviet-ruled Kyrgyzstan as the
war raged. The family eventually escaped to Montreal.
In Poland, Renia Kukielka
took on the role of a “courier
girl,” an underground operative
traveling clandestinely from one
Jewish ghetto to another. She,
along with scores of other brave
young women who passed as
Aryans, were the vital connecting links between the ghettos,
bringing news, smuggling false
identification papers, and at
times weapons, concealed on
their bodies or in sacks of food
and even jars of marmalade.
Others in Bedzin included Frumka Plotnicka and her
younger sister, Hantze.
Some took on militant action,
plotting and carrying out sabotage against the Nazis, including blowing up train tracks.
Zivia Lubetkin emerged as

a leader of the Warsaw ghetto uprising. Vladka (Peltel)
Meed smuggled dynamite
into the ghetto. In 1943, Niuta
Teitelbaum, dressed as a Polish
farm girl, walked into a Gestapo
apartment and shot and killed
two Nazis.
The Jewish Women’s Archive,
headquartered in Brookline,
is taking pride knowing that
Batalion used the archive’s
encyclopedia as an early source
of information for her book,
Rosenbaum told the Journal.
“‘The Light of Days’ reveals
not only that women’s history
is often surprising, but also that
it is essential to understanding
the past,” Rosenbaum said in
an email. “Including women’s
experiences helps us write a different story, one which has the
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Author Judy Batalion

potential to teach us new things
about women, the Jewish people, and humanity.”
Batalion didn't set out to
write this book, a dozen years
in the making and already
optioned for film rights by
Steven Spielberg. In 2007, while
living in London, Batalion,
then in her 20s, was researching Hannah Senesh, the young
Jewish heroine of World War II
who was executed by the Nazis.
In the British Library, Batalion
cracked open a worn, yellowed
copy of a Yiddish anthology,
“Freuen in di Ghettos (Women
in the Ghetto),”she wrote in
the introduction to her book.
To her amazement, Batalion,
who knows Yiddish, discovered
“sabotage, rifles, disguise, dynamite. I’d discovered a thriller,”
she wrote.
She also unearthed the writings of Renia Kukielka, who
penned her memoir in 1945,
after escaping to Palestine. In
vivid and often heart-wrenching
prose, Kukielka provided one of
the first full-length accounts of
the Holocaust, Batalion wrote.
In a New York Times opinion
piece, Batalion wrote that these
women’s stories offer a broader
and less familiar perspective
that is inspiring for new generations, including for her own
daughters.
“My children should know
that their legacy includes not
just fleeing, but also staying,
and even running towards danger.”
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Upcoming
Submit your listings to calendar@jewishjournal.org
FRIDAY, APRIL 9

MONDAY, APRIL 19

ANNUAL YOM HASHO’AH
COMMEMORATION, 7 p.m.

WISDOM FOR GROWING
OLDER, 7 p.m. A virutual workshop

Presented by Temple Emanu-El of
Haverhill. The service will feature
traditional Sabbath liturgy, songs,
and readings, and will include the
participation of interfaith clergy and
special guest speaker Elliot Eisenberg.
Contact the temple office at Nancy@
TempleEmanu-El.org to obtain the
meeting ID and password.

SUNDAY, APRIL 11
PRESERVING OUR COLLECTIVE
MEMORY: BRIDGING
GENERATIONS, 2 p.m. The Jewish

Community Relations Council will
commemorate the Day of Remembrance
with an online communitywide
ceremony: “Preserving our Collective
Memory: Bridging Generations,”
featuring reflections from survivors in
our community. More info at www.
jcrcboston.org/virtualyh21.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14
YOM HA’ATZMAUT CONCERT:
Community Wide Israeli Independence
Day Musical Celebration, 7 p.m. Visit
www.jccns.org for more information
and Zoom link.

SUNDAY, APRIL 18
VIRTUAL TOUR OF NOTORIOUS
RBG EXHIBIT, 3:30 p.m. Lynn-

Swampscott-Marblehead Chapter of
Hadassah is sponsoring a virtual tour
of the life and times of Supreme Court
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. This
exhibit created by the Maltz Museum
of Jewish History in Ohio is open to
the public. Donations are accepted
in four levels ranging from $10 to
$54. Register before April 9 at: www.
hadassah.org/events/rbgtour or RSVP
to: LSMHadassah.Judy@gmail.com or
for other payment options.

TZEDEK LAKOL: JUSTICE FOR
ALL, 4 p.m. Second of three part

series with Rav Tiferet Berenbaum,
“What Does Judaism Teach Us?”
moderated by Amy Gold, Epstein
Hillel’s Head of School. Tzedek LaKol
focuses on achieving racial and social
justice within our congregation and
community. Zoom registration and more
info at www.shirathayam.org. Free and
open to all. For more information, email
Barri@shirathayam.org.

via Zoom sponsored by Temple
Emmanuel of Wakefield. This spirited
workshop on aging invites participants
to explore together how we understand
and find meaning and purpose in the
experience of growing older – the
challenges, the transitions, the losses,
and the joys. The workshop facilitator
will be Marjorie Sokoll, M.Ed. Free
and open to the public. There is no
charge to attend. RSVP to Rabbi
Greg at gregory.hersh@gmail.com.
For more information go to www.
WakefieldTemple.org.

TUESDAY, APRIL 20
ANTI-SEMITISM HERE AND
NOW: book discussion with Izzi

Andre Bennett, “Local Perspectives,
Local Impact,” moderated by Jerry
Kreitzer, educator and five-term
Vermont legislator. Tzedek LaKol
focuses on achieving racial and social
justice within our congregation and
community. Zoom registration and more
info at www.shirathayam.org. Free and
open to all. For more information, email
Barri@shirathayam.org.

FRIDAY, APRIL 30

Always the Lowest Air Fares • Customized Individual & Group Tours
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE

MUSICAL SHABBAT FUN with
Marcy Yellin, 5:30 – 6 p.m. There
will be puppets, music and more. An
interactive musical event for families
with young children, babies through
preschool. To join, send an email to
info@tbabeverly.org.

Abrams, 7 p.m. Visit www.jccns.org for
information and Zoom link.

BLER TRAVEL
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS

Europe

•

Far East

•

The Caribbean

•

Florida

•

Arizona

•

Las Vegas

617-738-0500 • 800-399-8467
www.bler.com • info@bler.com
45 Bartlett Crescent Road • Brookline, MA 02446

Don’t mistake flying Ants
for Swarmer Termites. The
damage can be devastating.

FRIDAY, APRIL 23
EREV SHABBAT
CELEBRATION, 7:30 p.m.

Presented by Temple Emmanuel of
Wakefield. A special Shabbat will be
led by Rabbi Greg Hersh which will
include traditional Shabbat psalms,
readings, and prayers. There will also
be a special musical interlude, perfect
for the season, by singer-songwriter
Joe Jencks. To receive the Zoom link
contact Susan at svitz9@gmail.com.

Sign-up for A1’s
4-Step Program
& Eliminate
Termites

SUNDAY, APRIL 25
STEPHEN MORSE – TWO
LECTURES: Finding Presidents’ (and

Your) Ancestors in the Strangest Places
& Getting Ready for the 1950 Census:
Searching With and Without a Name
Index. 1:30 – 4:30 p.m. Presented by
the Jewish Genealogical Society of
Greater Boston. Free for members / $5
non-members. For Zoom link, register
at: www.jgsgb.org. Steve Morse,
creator of the “One-Step” web pages,
has been a mainstay of genealogy
research, inventing many tools that
ease research work for both the novice
and the experienced genealogist. For
details on his enormous number of
research aides, see his website at
www.stevemorse.org.

800-525-4825

www.a1exterminators.com

Get pest
free.

TUESDAY, APRIL 27
TZEDEK LAKOL: JUSTICE FOR
ALL, 7:30 p.m. The third and final
talk in this series with the Rev. Dr.

AT Y OUR SE RV I C E
Buy Local & Become Part Of The Family

BAY STATE

Financing
Available

WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144

★ Nationwide

Now carrying

Ready Made Curtains
Selected items 25% OFF
Custom Draperies,

978-741-0424 www.A-AServices.com

Text us: 617shipcar 617 (7447227)

Blinds, Shades & More!
Free Estimates & Installation
86 Tremont Street, Peabody

HOME IMPROVEMENT

www.baystatewindowfashions.com

WE HONOR ALL APPOINTMENTS • Chris & Barb Zorzy, Owners

CRANNEY HOME SERVICES
Plumbing

Heating

Cooling Electrical Drain Cleaning

1.800.CRANNEY • cranneyhomeservices.com

Now providing free mobile estimates

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Small carpentry services • Quality work
Licensed • Fully insured • Free estimate

10% OFF YOUR JOB
(mention this ad)

617-257-6155 • gagospainting.com
gagospainting@hotmail.com

& CONSTRUCTION LLC

Visit us today for all of your
auto body repair needs.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

DUXBURY ANTI-SEMITIC FOOTBALL PLAY-CALLING
HINTS AT LONG HISTORY OF ‘SYSTEMATIC BIAS’
from page 1

on the field as part of a play-call system designed to
make on-field adjustments. It is important to note
that while the players clearly demonstrated poor judgment, the responsibility for this incident also lies with
the adults overseeing the program. In short, this was a
systemic failure,” Superintendent John Antonucci and
other school officials said in the statement.
The following day, on March 23, Antonucci acknowledged that the team had used anti-Semitic language
during the game. “As our investigation continues
to unfold, it has become clear that members of the
Duxbury High School football team did, in fact, use
anti-Semitic and potentially other inappropriate and
derogatory language,” he said in a statement.
On March 24, the district fired head coach
Maimaron, who had won five high school Super Bowls
in Duxbury over the last 16 years. That day, the district
also announced it had hired Edward R. Mitnick of Just
Training Solutions, LLC to conducting an investigation
into how it happened.
While the town has hired Mitnick to conduct the
investigation, it is unclear if any of the report will be
made public, according to Duxbury’s public relations
firm, Ellis Strategies.
“Regarding the Mitnick report, I don’t know how
much of that report will be made public. The administration and legal counsel will determine that once it
has been completed,” said Matt Ellis.
Since then, the district has said little about the
investigation. “We are in the midst of an investigation
into the use of inappropriate language by members
of the DHS football team and cannot comment
on the exact nature of the terms reportedly used
or the duration of time the terms were used,” said
Antonucci, who was appointed in 2016.
On April 6, Antonucci addressed the use of antiSemitic language by the football team at the School
Committee’s first meeting since the March 12 game,
and said it was “critically important to get the facts correct.” The investigation began last week and is ongoing.
He also said he will not be reconsidering the firing of
Maimaron as head football coach.
“What I do want to be clear about, is that the decision to sever ties with Mr. Maimaron as head coach of
the football team is final and will not be revisited,”said
Antonucci. “When that decision was made, it was made
with ample information that led me to the conclusion that a change in leadership was needed for the
Duxbury football program. To address the argument
made by some members of our community that the
language used was not anti-Semitic, I defer to the
Anti-Defamation League, the Attorney General’s Office
of Civil Rights and most importantly, members of the
Jewish community in town and all throughout the
country who would disagree with that assessment.”
In an email, Athletic Director Thom Holdgate referred
questions from the Jewish Journal to Antonucci.
It is unclear if Holdgate attended the March 12
game, but just before the contest, he tweeted a photo
of the team on the field in Plymouth, with the caption
“Football season is officially underway!” During the
two-hour game, he also provided eight score updates
on Twitter.
The team’s assistant coaches also have not commented on the use of Jewish and Nazi-related terms in
the game. They include Matt Landolfi, Jon Cuccinato,
Kyle McCarthy, and freshman coach Mike Armandi,
according to the Duxbury High Athletics website. All
but McCarthy, who coaches the high school’s wrestling team, are Duxbury educators. Landolfi runs the
Partnership Program in the special education department, Cuccinato works in the high school’s guidance
department, and Armandi works as an eighth-grade
civics teacher.

neo-Nazis. Cohen said Duxbury schools have
done work to address racism, anti-Semitism,
sexism, and other forms of hate.
He said the players were remorseful and realized the seriousness of what had happened,
given how the pandemic has affected their football season, which was moved from the fall to the
spring.
“Football is their life and everything has been
upended,” Cohen said. He also understands that
the former coach’s life has been upended as well,
but “ignorance” of such terms was no excuse. “He
just developed a moral blind spot,” Cohen said.

“Appalled, shocked …
embarrassed”

On March 22, before he was fired from his coaching job, Maimaron apologized in a statement “for the
insensitive, crass and inappropriate language used in
the game.”
Maimaron, who has been the head football coach
since 2005, earned a coaching stipend of $10,715,
according to the school department. Maimaron, who
is also employed as a special education teacher at the
high school, has been placed on paid administrative
leave from that job, according to the school department.
Meanwhile, a letter from the high school principal and athletic director said the team had scheduled two mandatory “Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
workshops.” The first took place on March 31 in the
Photo: Duxbury Public Schools
school’s cafeteria. “This program will focus on the
Holocaust, not just as a historical event but as a
And, as of April 6, it was unclear if any of the men
lived experience that continues to impact families
were still employed as assistant coaches. While last
every day,” the letter said. “The second workshop will
week’s Duxbury football game was canceled, High
focus on the role and the responsibilities of being an
School Principal James Donovan said in a letter to the
upstander.”
community that the team plans to play this
Antonucci told the
Friday against Marshfield. He also reported
School Committee the
that “several members of the coaching staff
first presentation was
are no longer with the program.”
with a grandchild of a
In a statement, Donovan said that since
Holocaust survivor. “The
the March 12 game the team had met with
presentation was powerthe grandchild of a Holocaust survivor,
ful, and our student athMarshfield’s Rabbi Howard Cohen and state
letes walked away with
Senator Barry Finegold to learn more about
a greater understanding
the Shoah. “Since the events of March 12,
of how the Holocaust
the football team has shown initiative and
was not just an historical
has demonstrated significant growth in their
event but a lived expeunderstanding of the impact of words and
rience for many in our
actions on and off the field,” Donovan said.
community,” he said.
In a public meet“A dramatic failure”
ing on the third night
Duxbury Athletic Director
Thom Holdgate
Congregation Shirat Hayam in neighof Passover, Duxbury
boring Marshfield, which is composed of
selectmen and residents
about 40 families, issued a statement that read in anguished over the team’s use of the Jewish and Nazi
part: “The use of terms referring to the Holocaust and death camp references. “The hurtful events that have
Auschwitz death camps has no place in any society taken place have impacted all of us,” said Selectman
that values inclusion and acceptance … To have a ref- Fernando Guitart during the March 29 remote meeterence to that tragic time in history used so flippantly ing. “I’m appalled, shocked and back to [feeling]
shame and embarrassed.”
during gameplay is horrifying.”
Antonucci was online for the meeting and said
On April 1, the congregation hosted an online
he was not able to discuss any disciplinary action
healing program for all members of the community.
“I’d say it’s a dramatic failure on the part of the against players or coaches. Antonucci declined to
coaches,” said Rabbi Cohen in an interview. The rabbi provide selectmen a timeline for when the investigarecently spoke with the football team’s captains and tion would be completed.
Duxbury selectmen addressed the controversy
learned that there appeared to be a history of these
after a group called Duxbury For All, formerly known
audibles being used for some time.
For instance, the term “rabbit,” which would be as Prejudice Free Duxbury, issued a statement calling
used to signal a rollout to the right, became “rabbi.” on selectmen to live up to its Feb. 1 anti-discriminaOther words were then thrown in to disguise the tion proclamation.
“We at Prejudice Free Duxbury were appalled to
signal. Somewhere along the way, Cohen said, more
offensive terms like Auschwitz were added. “They hear that our high school football team used blacouldn’t tell me when tantly anti-Semitic and other racist language in its
each of the terms fell play calls in a recent game,” the letter said. “A lapse
into place,” said Cohen, of judgment on the part of immature young men? We
who believes the coach- think not. The choice of words such as ‘Auschwitz,’
es were aware of what ‘Gas Chamber,’ ‘Hitler,’ and ‘Holocaust’ can have
was going on.
one intent only – to hurt and offend. This behavior
“Why they chose is symptomatic not only of bias, but the belief that
‘Auschwitz’ and why the belittling others is somehow acceptable behavior.
coaches didn’t stop it, I The trivialization of genocide by coaches and players
cannot begin to guess sets a precedent that has no place in building young
at that,” Cohen said. “It men into future leaders.”
Amy MacNab, chairwoman of the Board of
leaves us all wondering
why they didn’t say any- Selectmen, said the panel could not promise such
thing.”
events would never happen again and acknowledged
He said he tried to there were problems in the community. She said the
impress on the play- town would work with various organizations on a
ers that Auschwitz is a “clear and collaborative process.”
“What we can promise is the town of Duxbury will
general phrase for any
number of Nazi death never, ever be tolerant of anti-Semitism, bigotry, rac“Football season is officially underway!” Duxbury Athletic Director Thom Holdgate wrote camps and is used as an ism or any other forms of discrimination,” MacNab
on Twitter, and also posted this photo just before the March 12 game.
affirmation of hate by said.
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“Not an isolated incident”
In interviews with members of the Jewish community in Duxbury, and statements made during
the selectmen’s meeting, it’s unclear when the antiSemitic words crept into the team’s playbook.
“Personally, as a community member, I’m disappointed, I’m sad, I’m grieving,” Laura Neprud,
the immediate past president of Marshfield’s
Congregation Shirat Hayam and a member of the
steering committee of Duxbury for All, said in an
interview.
Neprud does not know when the offensive terms
crept in and said any use of them should have been
shut down immediately. “That would have been my
gut instinct,” said Neprud, who works in special education at Duxbury Middle School.
Neprud said she has been dealing with the fallout
nonstop since word of what happened broke on social
media and then became public. She credited school
officials and various groups in town for taking action.“It
makes me sad,” Neprud said. “I love my town and the
people I work with. It’s hard to reconcile there is this
underbelly. It’s sad.”
She added that there are those on a town Facebook
page who defended the coach. “He’s not a bad person,
he’s just a man who made a mistake,” she said. But,
she added, “He’s an adult in the room and he should’ve
known better.”
“If it was a one-time event,” said Karen Wong, a
Jewish member of the steering committee of Duxbury
for All, “I think having some conversation and training
and setting the record straight on what these words
mean would’ve been sufficient. But it’s my understanding is this has been going on for years. Maybe almost
10 years.”
Wong said Monday the selectmen’s response was
important and shared her thoughts about what the past
two weeks have meant to her as a Jewish woman, who
along with her Chinese husband, have raised their three
children in Duxbury.
“It’s mostly been a very positive experience,” Wong
said of her time in Duxbury, “but I can tell you between
the anti-Asian hate that’s been going on in the country
and the recent murders [in Atlanta] that brought up a
lot of stuff for my family, and then before that even got
digested, we had this whole thing break with the football team,” Wong said.
Wong said in the past week she fielded “an unbelievable number of phone calls, emails, text messages from
people in the Jewish community who are hurting, most
of the people I didn’t even know.”
Wong said she was trying to figure out what was
going on, “because I think it’s well-known this was not
an isolated incident.”
She told selectmen she spoke with some current and
former football families, and while she appreciated the
dialog, “nobody that I spoke with will go on the record.”
She hoped they would speak openly to the school
department and its investigator “because that is really
the only way that we can move on from here.”
Christine Hill, a private college admissions counselor in Duxbury, told selectmen about her misgivings
regarding what happened.
“I am not at all surprised that this happened,” Hill
said. She said she understood the reason for Antonucci’s
need to keep much of it private, but she said she has
contacted the schools in the past “when my clients have
been having issues, my Jewish clients in particular, were
being mistreated in the school, and not as much has
been done as I would’ve liked. Really, nothing.”
“There is a long history of these things like Karen
[Wong] was talking about happening in Duxbury,” Hill
added, “and it’s not just the football team, and I really
want to make sure we get to the bottom of the entire
systematic issue here.”

“This was a systemic
institutional problem”
Robert Trestan, executive director of the AntiDefamation League’s Boston office, told the Journal that
he welcomed the independent investigation.
“There are a lot of unanswered questions and the community needs answers and it’s essential to have those

Photo: Karen Wong

Rabbi Howard Cohen of Congregation Shirat Hayam
in Marshfield.
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from the Steven Spielberg film “Schindler’s List.” He
showed the team a picture of his family, his wife and
three kids, and told the players these were the types of
people who were killed in the death camps.
He played a clip of Auschwitz survivor and author
Elie Wiesel talking about the importance of creating a
better world so that history does not repeat itself.
Finegold said when he heard about what happened in Duxbury, he could sympathize for the players
because they had almost lost their season due to the
pandemic.
“At the same time, I was very offended by what was
said, and I really truly believe the players are not racist,
they are just ignorant, and what I really wanted to do is
go down there and explain to them why saying a word
like ‘Auschwitz’ is so harmful and hurtful to people
who are Jewish,” Finegold said.
One of the things Finegold tried to impress on the
team was the Hebrew concept of t’shuvah, which
translates to returning or repentance.
“I believe there is a chance for redemption and I
do believe being Jewish, you give people a chance
for redemption, but I really wanted them to understand the seriousness and why using a word like
‘Auschwitz’ is so hurtful,” Finegold said.
He also got involved with the team because as a
lawmaker, he’s aware that 35 percent of students in
Massachusetts can’t name a single concentration
camp. It’s “a failure on all of us,” he said. He said a
proposed bill now in the State House to mandate
teaching about genocide is something that should
be passed this term.

“I could not be more appalled”

Other Jewish members of the Legislature agreed.
State Senate President Karen Spilka of Ashland
answers if we’re going to have a pathway forward that
said on Twitter: “My father helped to liberate the
includes institutional change,” said Trestan.
Since the play calls became public, Trestan said the Buchenwald concentration camp as a US Army soldier.
ADL has fielded calls from people who reported they As a Jew who lost family at Auschwitz, a daughter of a
heard the Duxbury team using these play calls a year WWII veteran, I find the … news about the Duxbury
football team and their use of anti-Semitic language
ago.
“This was a systemic institutional problem. What’s appalling.” She called for accountability for those who
different about this case than other cases is that appar- failed to stop the use of the terms, and passage of the
ently it was going on for a long time, and nobody rec- bill promoting genocide education.
“I could not be more
ognized that it was wrong, and nobody
appalled by the despisaid anything. Nobody asked any quescable use of tropes and
tions,” said Trestan. “And that’s an indianti-Semitic language by
cation that it wasn’t just one game, it
the Duxbury High School
was part of the program, it was part of
football team,” said state
the playbook that was supported and
Representative
Lori
encouraged by the coaching staff.
Ehrlich, a Marblehead
“The question is how come nobody
Democrat. “That it has
recognized that calling a football play
apparently been going
‘Auschwitz’ was a problem. Imagine if
on for some time withyou’re a Jewish football player on that
out any kind of acknowlteam or you’re a Jewish player on the
edgement by anyone
opposing team, what message does that
in earshot is even more
send when you hear that play called
disturbing and demands
on the field? And how many students
accountability. There is
graduated from the program, and left
no time like the present
with the message that it’s OK to use
for the Commonwealth
‘Auschwitz’ as a substitute for a football
to
mandate
genoplay? And what’s the impact of having
cide education in our
learned that in high school, and heard it
schools.”
from the coach or an adult who is a role
During the recent
model? Those are important questions
Duxbury Superintendent John Antonucci
selectmen’s meeting, the
and I think that’s why this is a serious
case.”
Rev. Catherine Cullen
Duxbury School Committee Chairwoman Kellie of First Parish Duxbury, the Steering Committee
Bresnehan said the school board condemned the anti- of Duxbury for All, and chairwoman of the town’s
Semitic terms used by the football team.
Interfaith Council, said she was pleased the schools
“As a Duxbury School Committee chair, longtime took prompt action to investigate.
“We expect that they will discover that this incident
Duxbury resident, and parent, I wish to add my voice
to many others in our community in strongly con- is hardly an isolated incident,” Cullen said.
demning the anti-Semitic and offensive remarks made
“What this has uncovered is really systemic bias
by members of our high school football team. There is and prejudice in our town that needs to be addressed
no place in our community, or any community, for this by all of us. We see this as an opportunity for the town
kind of hateful speech. I am outraged, disappointed, to come together and work on this systemic bias and
and profoundly saddened that we find ourselves here. prejudice.”
“If you let it go on, you don’t think it’s a problem,”
It is not keeping with the core values of our community and school district.”
Bruce Rutter, a Duxbury marketing strategist and
steering committee member of Duxbury for All, said
Senator Barry Finegold
in an interview.
Across town, he said, reaction to the use of the
meets with team
offensive terms and the coach’s firing was not uniform.
The matter prompted state Senator Barry Finegold,
“One group was appalled by what happened,” said
a Jewish member of the Legislature, to reach out to the Rutter, who thought this would provide a “pivot point”
team.
for the town to learn from it. The second group was
“I have heard a lot of line-of-scrimmage audibles, horrified at what happened, but doesn’t fully grasp
but I never heard anyone use ‘Auschwitz’ before,” he its significance. A third wondered why the coach was
said in a statement inviting the team to meet with him. fired.
“It’s a continuation,” said Rabbi Cohen, reflecting
The Andover Democrat spoke with the team online
on March 27, on the eve of Passover. Finegold played on the subtle anti-Semitism that may be just below
football for Andover High and Franklin & Marshall the surface in many American communities. “It’s not
a one-off. Hopefully, it won’t happen in Duxbury any
College.
He said that after he issued his invitation, a team time soon, but it’s going to happen somewhere else.”
member called him. The superintendent and athletic
director arranged a Zoom meeting that he said was
Ethan M. Forman can be reached at forman@jewwell-attended by the team. Finegold did not talk about
the on-field play-calling, but instead concentrated on ishjournal.org. Steven A. Rosenberg can be reached at
rosenberg@jewishjournal.org. Journal correspondent
educating the players.
He spoke about the Holocaust, and included clips Penny Schwartz contributed to this article.
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Jonathan Michael Kamin, 30, of Winthrop, formerly of Marblehead
Jonathan Michael Kamin,
30, of Winthrop, formerly of
Marblehead, entered eternal
rest on March 24, 2021.
Beloved son of Shelley
(Michaels) Kamin and the late
Arthur Kamin. Dear brother
to Evan Kamin and the late
Matthew Kamin. Grandson of
the late Harvey and the late
Aileen Michaels and the late
Cele Kamin.
Jon’s big heart, happy-golucky personality, and sense of
adventure made him a standout friend, colleague and much
envied, loved and admired

family member. Known for his
infectious smile and contagious belly laughs, as well as
his willingness to enthusiastically jump right in, always lending a helping hand, Jon will be
terribly missed by all the lives
he touched, his family, friends,
coworkers or anyone fortunate
to know him. You could always
depend on Jon for an expert
skiing or snowboarding lesson, playing an exciting hockey
game, cooking his famous creations on the grill, and being
the awesome Kman to his gaming friends. Jon lived life to the
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fullest and his outstanding high
energy and upbeat personality
were incredible to be around.
Jon
graduated
from
Marblehead High School in
2008 and studied at Suffolk
University in Boston, before
embarking on his career at Bent
Water Brewing Co., having been
promoted to Territory Account
Sales Manager. Jon parlayed
his passion for his work into
everything he accomplished
professionally. Whether crafting
beers in The Taproom or driving
new marketing goals, he quickly
made a large impact becoming
a major asset to the team in
countless and significant ways.
His impact was remarkable and
felt by everyone.
An incredible nephew and
cousin to Steven and Liz,
Andrew and Jason Michaels,
and Arthur and Linda, Jordan
and Lauren Michaels, who will
forever remember Jon and cherish him in their memories.
In lieu of flowers, expressions
of sympathy in Jon’s memory
can be made to Travis Roy
Foundation, 101 Huntington
Ave., Suite 520, Boston, MA
02199
(www.travisroyfoundation.org), or to Canines for
Disabled Kids, 65 James St.,
#210, Worcester, MA 01603
(https://caninesforkids.org). A
private graveside service was
held on March 26, due to pandemic restrictions. For online
condolences, go to www.goldmanfc.com Goldman Funeral,
Chapel, Malden.
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andrew@jewishjournal.org.
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Donald K. Fine, 86, of Marblehead, formerly of Lynn
Donald K. Fine, of Marblehead,
entered into rest on April 5, 2021
at the age of 86.
Beloved husband of Charlotte
(Germain) Fine. Devoted father
of Michele Fine of Seattle,
Washington, Sheri Fine Schapiro
of Marblehead, and Stephen
and Delia Fine of Kensington,
Maryland. Cherished grandfa
ther of Alexandra, Adrienne, and
Paul Fine, and Max and Noah
Schapiro. Dear son of the late
Allan and Fannie Fine.
Donald was born in Lewiston,
Maine, and grew up in Lynn. He
graduated from Lynn Classical
High School in 1951, Tufts
University in 1955, and earned
a master’s degree in chemistry
from Northeastern University.
Donald later graduated from
Massachusetts
College
of
Pharmacy in 1967.
He raised his family in
Marblehead. He was a pharma

cist by trade, and was a dedicated
member and volunteer of Temple
Beth El (now Congregation Shirat
Hayam) for over 50 years. Donald
was a lifelong Red Sox fan, and
one of his favorite memories was
attending the 2004 World Series
with his son Stephen. Later in life,

he and Charlotte loved traveling
to visit their children and grand
children, and also enjoyed trips
to Paris, London, Italy, and Israel.
Most of all, he felt ever-lucky to
have married the best cook in the
world, and until his last day, firmly
believed his wife Charlotte’s chick
en soup was the very best around.
He is loved by many and is already
missed more than words can
express. We know that he is now
telling his jokes to our loved ones,
of blessed memory.
Due to the regulations
imposed by the coronavirus pan
demic, links will be made avail
able to livestream both the funer
al service and private interment
at The Pride of Lynn Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to either Congregation
Shirat Hayam or The Jimmy
Fund. To read his complete obitu
ary, visit www.stanetskyhyman
sonsalem.com.
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Robert M. Saltz, 84, of Swampscott
and Scottsdale, Arizona
Robert M. Saltz, 84, of
Swampscott and Scottsdale,
Arizona, died on March 8, 2021.
He was the devoted son to
Frances (Cook) Saltz and Irving
Saltz, of blessed memory, and the
dear brother to the late Richard
Saltz. He leaves his cherished
wife Lynne Saltz, children James
Saltz, Amy Saltz and her partner
Patty Correia, Judy Kowalczyk
and her husband Kyle, grandson
Bryce Kowalczyk, and sister Janet
Freedman and her husband
Andrew Peppard.
Bob grew up in Chelsea and
moved to Swampscott as a teen
ager. He graduated from Colby
College, where he was an excel
lent debater and an active mem
ber of his fraternity, Tau Delta
Phi.
Following many years as pres
ident of Saltz Chevrolet in Salem,

he co-founded AMR Research.
Bob was passionate about his
work and known for his creativi
ty, marketing, and problem-solv
ing skills. He had a wonderful
sense of humor and the capacity
for warm friendship and gener
osity.
Bob was among the first in the
Swampscott area to be an enthu
siastic jogger and was often seen
running along Lynn Shore Drive
and through Nahant. He enjoyed
travel with his beloved wife, golf
ing at Kernwood Country Club,
playing with his dogs, reading,
and helping and mentoring oth
ers.
A memorial service in
Swampscott will be announced
at a later date. Donations may be
made in Bob’s memory to DanaFarber Cancer Institute or to a
charity of your choice.

games of Scrabble and Words with
Friends. Completing the New York
Times Spelling Bee and achieving
genius status was a near daily
occurrence! She was a fitness
fanatic, and particularly enjoyed
swimming laps at the pool and
taking classes in yoga, strength
training, and her favorite, Zumba!
She was often at the gym six days
a week, sometimes twice a day.
Michelle was quietly funny,
loved planning adventures with
her friends and was always the
first and last on the dance floor.
She was close with her three
siblings, and also formed many
cherished friendships through
out her life. She enjoyed play
ing Mahjong, cuddling with her

little dog Izzy, spending time at
her family’s second home in St.
Petersburg, Fla. with family and
friends and walking around Lake
Quannapowitt in Wakefield. She
always made time for a great slice
of pizza, a cosmo or a scoop of
Richardson’s coffee almond fudge
ice cream. Michelle also had a
great appreciation for the arts,
and frequented museums and
art galleries, live theater perfor
mances and Bruce Springsteen
concerts. In the past year, she
became an accomplished crafter,
creating beautiful mosaic tiled
mirrors that she sold online and
gave out as treasured gifts.
In 2014, Michelle was diag

Michelle R. Harris, 60, of Middleton, formerly of Lynnfield and Marblehead
Michelle R. Harris of Middle
ton, formerly of Lynnfield, passed
away peacefully surrounded by
her loving family on April 7, 2021
at the age of 60 from metastatic
cancer. She was born in Beverly,
and grew up in Marblehead.
She is survived by her devot
ed husband Richard Sokolow,
her daughters Amy and Janna
Sokolow, her mother Jeanne
Harris of Peabody, her sisters
Tammy Harris of Framingham
and Judy (Harris) Logan and
husband Glenn of Belmont, her
brother Robert Harris and wife
Lydia of Belmont, and 14 nieces
and nephews. She was prede
ceased by her father David Sidney
Harris.
Growing up, Michelle spent
countless hours at Preston Beach
in Marblehead with family and
friends. She attended Camp
Yavneh in Northwood, N.H., and
performed in the Marblehead
High School chorus and the musi
cal Oliver!
After graduating near the top
of her class, she attended Tufts
University, where she earned a
B.A. in economics. She later
earned an MBA from Boston
University. She was a lifelong
learner, and recently took classes
at Tufts’ Osher Institute.
In 1985-86, Michelle lived and
worked in Israel, which sparked a
deep passion for travel. Michelle’s
many adventures included trips
to Europe, the Caribbean, Canada
and throughout the U.S. Her trav
eling companions were numer
ous, including her husband and
daughters, siblings and cousins,
and many friends.
Although Michelle and her
future husband Rich grew up
just blocks from one another in
Marblehead, sang in their high
school chorus together and both
attended Tufts University, it
wasn’t until 1989 when they final
ly connected at a dance for young
Jewish professionals at the Roxy
Club on Tremont Street in Boston,
igniting a flame that led to 30 joy
ous years of marriage.
The birth of their two daugh
ters in 1996 and 1998 marked the
next great chapter in Michelle’s
life. She reveled in her girls’
many musical performances and
achievements from their earliest
years through college. The fact
that she, Rich, Amy and Janna are
all graduates of Tufts University
is a particular point of pride for
Michelle and her family. Seeing
her daughters launch their careers

gave Michelle great satisfaction.
Michelle had a success
ful 30-year career as a market
ing professional for many lead
ing financial and consulting
companies including Analysis
Group, Wellington Management,
DRI/McGraw-Hill and Applied
Marketing Science. In recent
years, she worked as a freelance
writer and was a correspondent at
the Jewish Journal newspaper. She
also volunteered at organizations
including Temple Tiferet Shalom,
Temple Ner Tamid and the JCC.
Most recently, she cherished the
opportunity to teach English as
a second language to new immi
grants in Salem through Catholic
Charities.

Michelle always had a love
of words, and she enjoyed chal
lenging her family and friends to
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Delivering Excellence in
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HOME CARE

CAREGIVER
Certified Male Home Health Aide
12 years experience working with
males. Available on the North Shore.
Known for flexibility, honesty and
reliability. Reasonable rates.
References available on request.

Call or text Dan (978) 828-2742

The First Choice for
Loving, Compassionate
Home Care on the
North Shore
Specializing in Companionship, Meal Prep, Transportation,
Bathing & Hygiene, Mobility & Toileting Assistance

781.691.5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com
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781-639-4759

Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky

Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,
Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633

Most Vision Plans Honored

ORTHODONTIST

We understand how important it is
to find the best quality care for a loved
one needing assistance. Caring for our
clients with personal attention and
compassion is our highest priority.
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ASSISTED LIVING
AND MEMORY SUPPORT

SHORT-TERM REHAB
AND LONG-TERM CARE

Cohen Florence Levine
Estates
617-887-0826

Leonard Florence
Center for Living
617-887-0001

Florence & Chafetz
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617-887-0826
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617-884-6766

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan
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978-532-4411

Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick
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Offering Hearing Aid and Cochlear Implant Services
Custom solutions for your hearing loss, lifestyle and budget.

ACCEPTING TRANSFER PATIENTS
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

We direct bill most insurance, no interest financing and leasing available.

990 PARADISE RD, SUITE 3A / SWAMPSCOTT, MA 01907 / 781-581-1500
2 FIRST AVE, STE 127-1 / PEABODY, MA 01960 / 978-717-5370
www.atlantichearingcare.com

LIVE YOUR BEST LIFE
AT

299 Cambridge Street • Winchester, MA 01890

• All day dining with delicious chef prepared
meals
• Lifestyle360 activities for well-rounded days
• On-site Five Star Wellness & Rehab
• Complimentary local transportation
• Spacious apartments with eat-in kitchens
and ample closet space
Call 781-756-1026 today to schedule a tour
of our community.
www.TheGablesAtWinchester.com
INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
RESPITE STAYS
©2019 Five Star Senior Living
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As he nears 96, Holocaust survivor Izzy Arbeiter
continues to remind all to never forget
from page 1

He testified in the Nuremberg
trials; founded the American
Association of Jewish Holocaust
Survivors of Greater Boston;
and was instrumental in creating the New England Holocaust
Memorial.
Most significantly, he has
been a constant presence at
schools and colleges, locally and
across Germany and Poland,
sharing his story in ways that
resonate with spellbound students.
Now, the lifetime contributions of the soon to be 96-yearold great-grandfather have been
recognized by the government
of his native Poland, which in
December awarded Arbeiter
the Order of the Merit medal,
bestowed by Polish President
Andrzej Duda.
The award came as a complete surprise, Arbeiter, known
by many as Izzy, said.
Recipients of the various
national medals are customarily invited to a ceremony at the
consulate, according to Adrian
Kubicki, Consul General of
the Republic of Poland in New
York. Because of the pandemic,
Kubicki decided to make the
trip from Manhattan to Newton
to personally present Arbeiter
with the prestigious award – in
a socially distanced, low-key
outdoor ceremony in Arbeiter’s
yard.
“It’s a very high recognition, given by the president for
his accomplishments for the
remembrance of the Holocaust,”
Kubicki said in a phone conversation. He admired Arbeiter
for being outspoken to “preserve
the truth about the Holocaust.”
The award is in good company along with other commendations Arbeiter has received,

Courtesy Consulate General of the
Republic of Poland

Israel “Izzy” Arbeiter with
the Order of the Merit medal
bestowed by Polish President
Andrzej Duda.

including the Order of Merit
from Germany for fostering
Jewish-German relations.
Arbeiter’s enduring impact is
most evident among the young
people who have heard him
speak and students who have
won the JCRC’s Arbeiter Essay
Contest.
With hate crimes on the rise,
the contest “continues to be a
vital learning tool,” and a “transformative process for students
to learn what it means to stand

up for others in the face of injustice,” Emily Reichman, JCRC’s
director of community engagement, said in an email.
Over the years, close to 10
of Sarah Callah’s middle school
students at Methuen’s Tenney
Grammar School have won the
Arbeiter award. Arbeiter has
spoken frequently at the school,
Callah said.
He brings the history out of
the textbook.
“The way he tells his story.
He’s made it real,” she said.
Sherley Maximin, the 2018
contest winner, remembers
hearing Arbeiter speak at
Malden High School during her
junior year.
“It was kind of a defining
moment for me,” she said.
Maximin, now a junior at
Wellesley College, said her high
school history class had studied
the Holocaust. But as an immigrant from Haiti, she had never
met a Holocaust survivor.
When Arbeiter speaks with
students, he emphasizes that
the Holocaust unfolded “in the
heart of Europe, [orchestrated]
by educated people, doctors and
lawyers,” he said.
“You will remember when you
heard it from a former Holocaust
survivor, never should you allow
this to happen again.”

“I love it here!

I couldn’t have
made a better choice.”

“It was kind of a defining moment for me,” said Sherley Maximin,
describing her meeting with Arbeiter. Maximin is a past winner of
the JCRC’s Arbeiter Essay Contest.

– Beverly B., a community resident
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Safety and peace
of mind prevail
at Waterstone
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Seniors
Affordable Senior Housing For Over 30 Years

social activities • small pets oK

Clean, quiet, Affordable.

Contact Kevin Defayette
for more information: 617855-1065 | KDefayette@
WaterstoneAtTheCircle.com.

Apartments



301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246

62+ community
coordinates resident
vaccinations

Waterstone at the Circle
is an independent senior living community with access to
on-site supportive care – but
not traditional assisted living
or skilled nursing services.
This means residents were not
eligible to receive the government’s priority Phase One onsite COVID-19 vaccinations,
leaving it up to them to schedule on their own when they
became eligible.
Fortunately, they didn’t have
to work through the scheduling
on their own. That’s because
the service- and hospitalitycentered Waterstone team
immediately offered assistance
to any and all residents who
required help navigating the
logistical challenges of securing the highly in-demand vaccines.
“Our top priorities are
always residents’ health, safety
and peace of mind, and our
philosophy is to always go
above and beyond whenever it’s needed,” says Kevin
Defayette, Waterstone at the
Circle’s executive director. “The
Waterstone team was happy
to help residents get on lists,
schedule their initial and follow-up vaccine appointments,
and provide transportation to
and from those appointments.”
Currently, over 95 percent of
Waterstone at the Circle residents are vaccinated against
COVID-19. Waterstone is also
practicing CDC-recommended
virus-prevention protocols to
keep everyone safe. Right now,
the team continues to help
new residents coordinate and
obtain any necessary vaccinations.
“We’re proud of our residents’ and team members’
ongoing efforts to crush
COVID,” says Defayette.
“They, and our residents’
families, have shown amazing
strength and adaptability this
past year, and we couldn’t be
more impressed with how the
Waterstone community continues to come together.”
Waterstone at the Circle resident Nancy Greenblatt agrees.
“From day one, the team members have gone to extremes to
keep us not only physically safe
but also mentally and socially
engaged. They’ve shopped for
us, adapted programs and,
through it all, the sense of
community has never been
greater nor more appreciated.
The team here deserves an A+
every day.”
Waterstone at the Circle is
located in Boston’s Cleveland
Circle. Epoch Senior Living
is the owner/operator and
National Development is the
owner/developer of the property.

Chestnut
Gardens
Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities
24 hr Emergency Maintenance

4 lo CA tions:

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

danvers • salem
peabody • beverly

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing

A POAH Community

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Preservation Housing Community Management, LLC
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LIFELONG
LEARNING

that keeps your brain
on its toes.
Nowhere is Edgewood’s culture of continuous learning and growth more evident
than in Edgewood Lifelong Learning, a program that features classes, lectures
and workshops on a variety of topics chosen, and often led, by members.
No wonder we say Edgewood members put the life in our LifeCare Community.

To learn more, call 978-420-4175.

575 Osgood Street
North Andover, MA 01845
978-420-4175
EdgewoodRC.com
Edgewood is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.
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Michelle R. Harris, 60, of Middleton, formerly of Lynnfield and Marblehead Peabody Institute Library to
from page 15
feature online tribute to Holocaust
nosed with idiopathic pulmonary Michelle the gift of life. Michelle Amy and Janna will administer on
fibrosis and received a double- will always be remembered for an annual basis for years to come.
survivor Sonia Weitz
lung transplant at the University her bravery, grace and positivity
Funeral services for Michelle
of Pittsburgh Medical Center.
The lifesaving procedure granted
Michelle many wonderful and
productive years. Michelle and
her family are forever grateful to
the UPMC transplant team, the
love and support of all who visited
her during that time, and especially for the generosity of her
organ donor and family who gave

despite her health issues.
Michelle’s final act was one of
tikkun olam and a reflection of
her generous and caring nature.
In 2020, she and her husband
established the Richard Sokolow
and Michelle Harris Charitable
Fund to make grants and donations to Michelle’s and her family’s favorite causes, which Rich,

will be held privately. In lieu
of flowers, donations in her
memory may be made to the
United Network for Organ
Sharing
(https://unos.org/
give/#GiveForm), a non-profit
that manages the nation’s organ
transplant system and connects
organ donors to patients in need
of a lifesaving transplant.

✶ EVENT PLANNING ✶
THE PERFECT VENUE
FOR YOUR EVENT

Donna Kagan’s

Elegant Touch

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…

CONTACT US AT

781.207.9353

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES
ENTERTAINING EASY!

781-395-8888 x3

For all your
Celebration needs

Complimentary consultation
by appointment

781-631-6603

donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Justice of the Peace

PEABODY – The
paired with volPeabody Institute
unteers who comLibrary will hold an
mit to continue to
online event on April
share their pro22 at 7 p.m. to tell the
found stories. Now
inspirational story of
a part of Salem
longtime Peabody
State University’s
resident, Holocaust
Holocaust
and
survivor, and foundGenocide Studies,
er of the Boston
survivors’ stories
North
Holocaust
are continuing to
Center,
Sonia
educate, challenge
Schreiber Weitz. To Sonia Schreiber Weitz and inspire the next
generation.
register, call the
Mary Kiley, an educator at
library at 978-531-0100 or visit
St. John’s Preparatory School
www.peabodylibrary.org/.
Sonia Schreiber Weitz spent in Danvers, has been Sonia’s
the majority of her life sharing Legacy Partner since the incepher powerful story of loss and tion of the program, learning at
survival to thousands of stu- Sonia’s hand how to carry on for
dents and adults. Her stirring her. She considers being partmessage to “Be an upstander, nered with Sonia and the passnot a bystander” inspired all ing on of her story to be one
of the greatest honors of her
who heard her.
A few years before her lifetime.
death, with incredible courFor more information,
age and foresight, Sonia began
the Holocaust Legacy Partner contact Gabi Toth at gtoth@
Program, whereby survivors are noblenet.org.
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Juvenile Aid Scholarship Organization
accepting college scholarship applications

Follick appointed
David Follick was recently
named assistant vice president
of Academic Services at Nassau
Community College where he is
also Dean of Admissions.
David is a graduate of
Marblehead High School and
the University of Massachu
setts. He is the son of Mimi
Follick of Swampscott and Barry
Follick of Salem.

Submit your news to
editor@jewishjournal.org,
subject: “People.”

Scholarship recipients from 2019.

Juvenile Aid Scholarship
Organization applications are
being accepted from Lynn,
Salem, Nahant, Swampscott
and Marblehead Jewish high
school seniors. Prior scholar
ship recipients and current col
lege undergrads may also apply.
Students can apply online at
www.Juvenileaid.org/scholar
ships or please contact Laura@
lfgoodman.com.
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INDOOR DINING
We are offering
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to place an order.
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LISTEN TO COMMUNITY LEADER

JIM SHAINKER AND GUESTS
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Marblehead’s Premier Prosthodontist
InnovatIve RestoRatIve & aesthetIc DentIstRy

Dental Implant Restorations • Prosthodontic Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges • Inlays & Onlays • Smile Makeovers
Veneers • Teeth Whitening • Dentures

Sensitive care and
superb aesthetic results are
the hallmark of our world class
prosthodontic practice.

JeffRey R. DoRnbush, D.D.s. 210 Humphrey Street, Suite 103 • Marblehead 781-639-0700 • drdornbush.com • office@drdornbush.com
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H

onorable Menschion: Rabbi Richard Perlman

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF

R

abbi Richard Perlman and his
wife, Kit, are the parents of
Jessica, Michael, Owen, and
Kristina, and proud grandparents
of Brady, Bryce, Ezra, Bennett, and
Eisley. Rabbi Perlman was appointed
as the Spiritual Leader of Temple Ner
Tamid on Sept. 1, 2016. In 2019, he
assumed cantorial responsibilities.
Prior to moving to Peabody, Rabbi
Perlman held the pulpit and served as
the spiritual leader, hazzan, director
of education, and executive director
at Temple Am David, in Warwick R.I.
He also served as the rabbi at West Bay
Community Jewish Center in Warwick.
Rabbi Perlman is the vice president
of Vaad HaRabbonim of America, the
American Board of Rabbis. He also
is co-president of the North Shore
Rabbis and Cantors Association.

✡ ✡ ✡
Can you tell me about your upbringing, where you grew up, and your
family background?
I was born in Des Moines, Iowa, and
grew up in Providence, R.I. I’m the son
of Cantor Ivan and Muriel Perlman z’l,
and one of four sons who followed in
their dad’s footsteps. My father was a
World War II Marine veteran. He served
overseas, where he received a Bronze
Star for Heroism in Iwo Jima. He was
a cantor serving throughout the years
at the Hebrew Center in Lyndhurst,
N.J., Fairlawn Jewish Center, N.J., B’nai
Emunah, Tulsa, Okla., Tifereth Israel,
Des Moines, and Temple Emanu-El in
Providence, where he served for 23 years
and was Cantor Emeritus.
My father trained all four of his sons
to become cantors while growing up in
Providence and Cape Cod during summers. We studied at various Yeshivas and
Jewish educational programs. My oldest
brother, Rabbi Eli, serves Congregation
Beit Shalom in Monroe Township, N.J.,
as their rabbi/cantor. My brother,
Hazzan Emanuel Perlman, is the Cantor
Emeritus of Chizuk Amuno Congregation in Baltimore. My youngest brother,
Cantor Josh Perlman, serves B’nai Israel
Congregation in Rockville, Md.

You and your brothers are unique
– you’re all spiritual leaders and
singers, and have been performing
together for much of your lives.

Kit and Rabbi Richard Perlman

The Perlman/Boisvert family gathering Thanksgiving, pre-pandemic.

We began singing together after each
meal and especially after each Shabbat
or Yom Tov, as dad [and our beloved
mother who had a beautiful voice also]
led the Birkat Hamazon. As we grew up
together and while learning to speak and
to read Hebrew, we each took our spot in
the harmony pool. With our G-d-given
base, baritone, tenor, lyric baritone voices, we sang together in perfect harmony.
Over the years, rabbis and cantors would
visit our home and when dad began
to chant the Birkat, the visitors would
join in with us as we began to chant the
grace after meals. Within moments, the
visiting rabbi or cantor would stop singing, and would sit completely still and
silent. They were mesmerized, with tears
flowing from their eyes – they became
immersed in the sounds and Kavanah
of a family singing and harmonizing
together like no one has ever heard
before. These moments of joy and oneness was the foundation and beginning
of the “Cantors Perlman 5.” For years,
we sang together, schmoozed together,
bantered together, laughed together
while sharing our unique brotherly love
and respect for each other with congregations, audiences, and people all
over the world. We sang, told jokes, and
performed in each other’s congregations, and at Yad Vashem and Hadassah
Hospital – as well as being featured on
PBS.

Music has deeply influenced your life.
What does music do for the soul and
what Jewish and secular music moves
you the most?
I started to enjoy the love of music
as a young boy in USY. I learned to play
the guitar and brought it with me when
our Providence USY chapter would visit
other chapters for a Shabbaton weekend in the New England region. In fact,
I probably spent more time in Peabody
as a member of USY; perhaps I had a
sense that this is the place where I would
belong eventually, who knows? Beshert?
Anyway, leading “creative services” with
USY was a great way to dig into religious
music. I must admit, I am not moved by
the new modern songs and melodies as
I am truly moved when I hear the cantorial classics. It’s hard to explain but,
when I hear the sounds of the masters of
Yossele Rosenblatt, Moshe Koussevitzky,
the voices of Richard Tucker, Jan Peerce,
and of course, my favorite classical cantor of all time, my father – of blessed
memory – I am moved to a place where
no other sounds can take me. I love
classical Hazzanut especially during the
High Holydays, when I have a chance
to really bring the congregation back to
the traditional sounds the great cantors
brought to us. As far as secular music –
I have always been a fan of the Beatles,
Eagles, Bread, Elton John, the Stones,

Fleetwood Mac, and so many other classic rock groups and artists.

What’s your favorite Jewish holiday
and why?
My favorite Jewish Holiday is … All
of them. But, if you held my feet to the
fire, I guess I would have to say, Pesach.
Why Pesach? Because it’s the one time
as a congregational leader that I can
spend time with the family. We are so
busy leading services for all the other
holidays, but for Pesach, we are gifted
with the ability to lead a Seder with our
family. Our grandchildren, children, husbands and wives, and our friends who
join us, make Pesach a Holy Day that I
truly love. Not to mention the four cups
of joy!

This has been a challenging year for
all because of COVID. It has upended
so much of traditional synagogue
life – from communal prayer to
Hebrew School to burying our dead.
As a rabbi, what are the biggest challenges you’ve had to face this year of
COVID-19, and how have you dealt
with them?
This has been a trying and challenging time for EVERYONE. However, as I
was answering this question, my inbox
rang out and I received this message
from a congregant. After receiving permission to share, I think this will tell
you the kind of year that it has been at
Temple Ner Tamid.
TO OUR CLERGY AND LAY LEADERS
The pandemic came when I was
still grieving, I’d lost my love only a few
months before.
While struggling with the loneliness
that had just begun to abate, the COVID
crisis caused my office to close and
removed whatever structure remained in
my life. Our family Zooms and calls with
friends helped overcome the silence
in my home. Though my children and
grandson did my shopping and made
sure that I was well, I’ve never felt so isolated. And our temple was my salvation.
The daily minyans with chats before
lunch and other Zoom sessions kept me
connected with a caring world. My office
is about to open again. The COVID shots
are in my arm, and I look forward to
hugging my family and dining out with
friends. Were it not for our congregation,
its clergy, and lay leaders, this past year
would have been unbearable. Thank you
for all you’ve given me I shall be eternally grateful. – Arlene Titelbaum.

Synagogues have moved many programs and even prayer services
online. Is this part of the evolving
American Jewish experience moving
forward?

When I became the Spiritual Leader
at Temple Ner Tamid, the first year I led
a High Holiday service I was told of a
temple member who was in a nursing
home and could not attend services. He
was so upset about this as he had never
missed a service in his life. I worked with
a former president of our congregation
who is also a “techie” and we set up a
broadcast to his room so that he could
enjoy the service on his iPad. The next
year, we offered streaming to our members who could not attend. Then we set
up an online school option which put
us in the position to not only be ready
to go virtual when the pandemic hit, but
we were also a resource to others who
I worked with to assist colleagues and
other Shuls in the area to get online.
After the pandemic, I see a “new normal” that will include in-person and
online options as the rule and not the
exception. If one good has come from
this awful pandemic plague, it is that
people have learned the value of technology and how to use this to communicate with each other better. They are still
working on the mute button, but I have
a feeling that even that will be figured
out soon.

What’s the hardest part about being
a rabbi?
I love being a rabbi. I love helping
people, being there when needed and
making a difference. Being a rabbi is not
a job, it is a calling. The hardest part is
knowing that I am only human, and I
can’t always be there when someone has
a need. I sometimes let people down for
whatever reason and that bothers me
a lot. I never like to say “no” but sometimes, life gets in the way. That is the
hardest part for me.

Membership is a huge issue at synagogues. What do temples need to do/
implement to remain relevant to Jews
and to grow?
We must continue to offer quality
educational opportunities, social opportunities, prayer that includes traditional
and modern options. We must have an
open mind to change and listen to the
next generation. We cannot tell them
what they want, we need to hear them
when they speak, and program as best
as we can to what they are asking for.
We must never say, “but we used to” and
start to say “OK, let’s give that a shot and
work together to reach the one ultimate
goal.” That goal is to provide a safe and
wonderful place for all families to come
to, to get something special out of their
lives in a synagogue as they connect
with fellow congregants and friends
especially as they include and develop a
special and unique relationship with our
Creator.

When you’re not in synagogue, how
do you like to best spend your time?
I love to sit on a beach or by a pool
and read. I love walking and smelling the
beautiful air that G-d has gifted to us.
When I walk, I love to look around and
see nature, see the beauty of the world. I
love to spend time with my wife and my
children, my grandchildren and friends.
I enjoy fishing, tinkering with my guitar,
and my own and other people’s computers that I repair. I enjoy mowing the lawn
on my tractor as this gives me a few
minutes to disconnect. And yes, I must
admit this, when I am not at the synagogue, and when I am trying to relax on
a vacation, I sneak in a bit of work …
After all, I love what I do, I love my calling and I love being a rabbi.

