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New Brandeis study
estimates 7.6 million
Jews living in U.S.
By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF
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The Duxbury High football team stands for the national anthem before last week’s game.

Genocide education bills gain
support after Duxbury football’s
Holocaust play-calls
By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

After she learned the Duxbury High football
team had reportedly used offensive and antiSemitic terms like “Auschwitz” in audible play calls
in a game on March 12, state Senate President
Karen Spilka took to Twitter calling for passage of
a genocide education bill.
Spilka, who is Jewish, tweeted that her father
served in the Army and helped liberate the

Buchenwald concentration camp, and that she
lost family at Auschwitz.
“We must all do the work to confront bigotry
and stand up to hate,” the Ashland Democrat said.
The use of the terms led to the firing of Duxbury
High’s head football coach, an ongoing independent investigation by the school district, and outrage in the South Shore community.
It also sparked renewed interest among lawmakers for a bill to expand genocide education in the
continued on page 13

WALTHAM – A new study
estimates there are 7.6 million
Jews in the United States, which
equates to 2.4 percent of the
nation’s population.
The new estimates and an
interactive map were produced by the American Jewish
Population Project, an effort by
researchers at the Steinhardt
Social Research Institute, which
is part of the Cohen Center
for Modern Jewish Studies at
Brandeis University in Waltham.
The findings are important,
researchers said, given the
wide disparity in estimates of
the Jewish population in the
United States. The AJPP’s U.S.
estimate is larger than the Pew
Research Center’s study of the
Jewish population in 2013,
which estimated it at 6.7 million. The 3 percent growth of
the U.S. population since the
Pew study could account for the
difference.
The Brandeis researchers
recently published their findings and launched a new interactive map that allows viewing the data by state, metro
area, and county. (https://ajpp.
brandeis.edu/map).

Information is available on
the number of Jewish adults
who identify their religion as
Jewish, along with comparisons
to the general population in
terms of age, education, and
race.
“The AJPP, supported by
the Steinhardt Social Research
Institute, is a program of
research designed to provide
reliable data on the size and
demographic characteristics
of the U.S. Jewish population,”
Leonard Saxe, the Klutznick
Professor of Contemporary
Jewish Studies and Social Policy
at Brandeis University, said in
a statement. “This information
is essential for assessing the
needs of the Jewish community and the impact of programs
designed to serve American
Jewry.”
The study estimates 28,700
Jews live in Essex County north
of Boston, which makes up 3.7
percent of the county’s population. The research also says that
19,000 adults in Essex County
identify their religion as Jewish,
which is 3.1 percent of adults in
the county.
The AJPP study estimates
284,200 Jews living in the region
that stretches from the South
continued on page 9

IN DUXBURY, JEWS SEEK AN APOLOGY AND AN EXPLANATION
AFTER FOOTBALL TEAM USES ‘AUSCHWITZ’ IN ITS PLAY-CALLING
By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF

DUXBURY – Just six weeks after the
Duxbury High School football team used
the word ‘Auschwitz’ while calling a play
during a game, this coastal town of 16,000
– where an estimated 60 Jews reside – is
trying to determine what led a team to
incorporate the name of Nazi Germany’s
most infamous death camp into its playbook.
But in Marci Goldberg Bracken’s home,
the word Auschwitz is part of a family history that is never far from her thoughts.
She’s aware of the genocide and atrocities
that took place at Auschwitz, where 1 million Jews were murdered and cremated.
“I am the granddaughter of an
Auschwitz survivor and a Dachau survivor. My grandparents met in a train
station after the liberation of the camps
on their way to a displacement camp
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Duxbury resident Marci Goldberg Bracken’s grandparents met at a train station in
Germany after surviving Auschwitz and Dachau. The photo to the left is her grandparents’ Harry and Elisabeth Goldberg’s wedding portrait. The photo, at right, is
Elisabeth Goldberg and her son Joseph, Bracken’s father. The picture was taken just
before they boarded the boat to come to America.

in Germany where they lived for a little over three years,” said Bracken, who
grew up in Connecticut and moved to
Duxbury eight years ago with her family.
“My father was born in that displacement
camp and they came to the United States
when he was three and their entire lives
revolved around finding life again, recovering, looking for family and looking for
families. And therefore, so much of my
identity has been about the Holocaust.”
Bracken is part of a growing group
of Duxbury Jews who believe the town
needs to entirely explain what led the
football squad – which has won five
Super Bowls in the last 15 years – to use
‘Auschwitz’ in a play. After the team’s
March 12 opponent, Plymouth-North,
complained about the play, it took
another 10 days before the Duxbury
school district informed the public about
it. In late March, the town fired the team’s
continued on page 9
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Small group of Jews caught in Bosnia’s COVID crisis
By Bette Keva
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

Phillip Weiner served in The
Hague Court at the Yugoslavia
war crimes tribunal and prosecuted those responsible for the
atrocities committed during the
Bosnian War from 1992 through
1995. Now he’s trying to fight an
invisible enemy – COVID-19 –
which has claimed the lives of
as many as 5 percent of Bosnia’s
tiny Jewish community.
For Weiner, who grew up in
the Malden Jewish community
and now lives in Newton, the
mission is personal. He lived
in Sarajevo – now the capital
of Bosnia-Herzegovina – as an
international war crimes judge
for more than four years from
2006 to 2012. Having attended
Shabbat services at the Jewish
Community Synagogue during that time, he got to know
many prominent members of
the city’s Jewish community and
now, he’s working back channels to get doses of the coronavirus vaccine into Bosnia.
He has contacted the Israeli
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the
Consul General of Israel to New
England in Boston, and the
American Jewish Committee in
Los Angeles and so far has no
response.
“Many Jews are dying. It’s
a horror show,” said Weiner.
“David Kamhi, a prominent
concert violinist and diplomat,
died. Jakob Finci, the president
of the Jewish Community of
Bosnia-Herzegovina, is in serious condition,” and entire families have contracted the virus,
Weiner said.
On April 6, The Associated
Press reported that 1,000 people
marched through Sarajevo to

Cantor and acting Rabbi Igor Kozemjakin presides over the Jewish Community Synagogue in Sarajevo.  

demand the resignation of the
government over what they say
is the country’s poor handling
of the coronavirus pandemic.
Authorities said 99 people have
died of the virus in one day in
a country of 3.3 million people. Bosnia has reported 7,000
deaths from the disease, and
has among the highest fatality
rates in Europe.
Because there has been no
vaccine in the country, those
who are able to travel have taken
the six-hour trek to Belgrade,
Serbia, for vaccinations, according to Igor Kozemjakin, the
41-year-old cantor and act-

ing rabbi of Sarajevo’s Jewish
Community Synagogue whose
mother passed away in late
March during a peak COVID
surge. Traveling to a neighboring country is not possible for
many elderly, including Bosnia’s
90 Holocaust survivors, said
Kozemjakin. His father, Boris,
age 73, had a mild case and is
not yet vaccinated.
“The Prime Minister of Israel
has indicated he would make
sure that all Holocaust survivors
throughout the world are vaccinated, and I would hope that
Israel will now take action in
Bosnia,” Weiner said. “Germany
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has announced the donation
of $13.5 million to vaccinate
Holocaust survivors worldwide.
I hope they can implement that
program very quickly.”
Kozemjakin learned from
Elma Softic-Kaunitz, secretary general of the Jewish
of
BosniaCommunity
Herzegovina, that 5 percent
of the Jewish Community in
Bosnia-Herzegovina has died
of COVID. The European Jewish
Congress estimates there are
about 500 Jews living in the
country.

“Many Jews are dying.
It’s a horror show,”
said Phillip Weiner,
describing COVID-19’s
impact on Bosnia’s
Jewish community.

“David Kamhi was a very
important member of our community and in general society,”
said Kozemjakin. “I succeeded
him as cantor. The Jewish community is 85 percent Sephardic
and Kamhi kept the traditions.
He was the last living speaker
of Judaic Español – Ladino – the
language of Sephardic Jews. It
was his mother tongue.”
Kamhi was active during and
after the 1992-1995 war, was
president of the Commission for
Culture for the Jewish community in Sarajevo, and researched
the culture and traditions of
Bosnian Jews. Kamhi’s brother-

in-law also died of the virus and
his widow, Blanka, was very ill
with it, but recovered.
Born in 1943 in an Italian
concentration camp on the
island of Rab (now in Croatia),
Jakob Finci’s influential voice
has always spoken on behalf
of the Bosnian Jewish community. That voice is now silenced
as he struggles against the disease. He is a former ambassador and former president of the
Jewish Community of BosniaHerzegovina. In 2009, he and
Dervo Sejdic contested the provisions of a law that excluded
Jews from running for elected
office. They won at the European
Court of Human Rights in
Strasbourg (the Supreme Court
of Europe), but Bosnia has not
yet implemented the judgment.
Finci was treated for COVID
in the military hospital in
Sarajevo. In a phone interview
with the Jewish Journal, the
hospital’s director, Dr. Ismet
Gavrankapetanovic, decried
the country’s lack of vaccines to
inoculate the population. Asked
if he could expect the vaccine
any time soon, an exasperated
Gavrankapetanovic answered.
“We expect, we expect, but
until now we have nothing. This
is the worst place in Europe
without the vaccination. How
unjust everything is today. Four
years in war. Four years without
electricity. Four years without
medical supplies. Now, no vaccine,” he said.
An article in Politico Europe
said COVID-19 is killing more
civilians every day in Sarajevo
than during the Bosnian War in
the 1990s. In March, the virus
claimed more than 18.5 lives per
day, according to the Sarajevo
public health agency, compared
to an average of 3.8 civilians
killed every day during the 1,425
days of the siege.
Many blame governmental
inaction on the multi-tiered
administration created at the
end of the war in 1995. It is supposed to represent the Bosniak,
Croat, and Serb ethnic groups
whose political leaders are
locked in a perpetual fight. In
a crisis calling for immediate
decision-making, the country
is in a devastating deadlock,
according to Politico.
When Weiner spoke with
David Kamhi’s widow, Blanka,
she said, “It feels like we’re back
during the Bosnia War. The only
difference is that bombs are not
falling from the sky. Instead,
people are sick and dying.”
This leaves Weiner and others who care deeply about the
country and its fragile Jewish
community wondering who will
help Bosnia.
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From left are mother Anna Kozemjakin, grandfather Boris Kozemjakin,
baby Natan, the late David Kamhi, and father Igor Kozemjakin at
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Speakers explores how racial justice aligns
with tikkun olam, repairing the world
By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

SWAMPSCOTT – The path
toward combatting racism and
anti-Semitism is through education, Rav Tiferet Berenbaum
told a group of 140 participants on Zoom on Sunday,
April 18. The event, “What
Does Judaism Teach Us About
Social Justice,” was the second
part of a virtual series convened by Congregation Shirat
Hayam, on race in America,
entitled “We Shall Not Be Silent:
Conversations on Race.”
Berenbaum received her
rabbinic ordination and a master’s in Jewish Education from
Hebrew College in 2013. A native
of Brookline, she served congregations in Milwaukee and
Mt. Holly, N.J., before accepting her current position as rabbi
of congregational learning and
programming at Temple Beth
Zion in Brookline. In addition,
she is also pursuing a doctorate in Educational Leadership at
Lesley University in Cambridge.
“I really, truly believe we can
heal racism and anti-Semitism
and really all the of the -isms …
heal it through education,” she
said.
During the event, Epstein
Hillel’s Head of School and
moderator, Amy Gold, asked
Berenbaum about her experience attending a mostly-white
high school in Brookline and the
messages she received about her
racial identity in that setting.
In reflecting on her high
school experience, Berenbaum
has flipped through her yearbooks and calculated the percentages of students of color in

Amy Gold

Rav Tiferet Berenbaum

those classes. She estimates that
18 to 20 percent were students
of color.
“It feels like to me a significant number, but numbers
don’t tell the whole story, right?
Numbers tell us the quantity
not the quality. So, you know,
what was the experience like for
students of color and what was
my experience as a student of
color?” she said.
Even though her college
experience was diverse, still she
felt discomfort until she studied the landmark 1954 Supreme
Court decision Brown vs. the
Board of Education that ended
school segregation.
“It basically meant that
people of color and white
people could learn together,”
Berenbaum said. “Now, in segregated schools,” she said, “Black
students were taught by teachers that looked like them, that
shared cultural values with
them, that believed in their abilities and were able to help them
thrive even though the schools
were under-resourced.”
Integration meant students
of color were being taught by
people who didn’t look like
them, and were in class with
others who did not share their

cultural values. Both teachers
and students were unprepared
for this shift.
By the 1990s, when Beren
baum was in high school “students of color were entering
hostile at worst, unconscious at
best learning environments.
“So, I would classify my
high school experience as one
of unconscious bias, unconsciously biased toward whiteness, which showed up in lots
of ways,” she said. This meant
reading all white authors until
she had a Black teacher “who let
us read Black authors.” She was
immersed in a school culture
that saw nonwhite as “other”
through both its curriculum and
interactions.
The first event featured former Massachusetts Governor
Deval Patrick, the state’s first
Black governor. He said he tells
young people: “Be mindful that
we are not where we need to be,
but we are also not where we
were. And that’s a hard thing, I
think, in America.”
Patrick spoke to at least 300
virtual attendees in a chat moderated by state Rep. Lori Ehrlich,
D-Marblehead on April 7, the
eve of Holocaust Remembrance
Day.

Patrick said it’s a hard notion
to balance the civil rights progress that has been made, much
of it in his lifetime. But, he
added, “at the same time, we
have so much work to do.”
“I also try to say to folks,
be impatient,” Patrick said,
“because frankly it was that
same kind of impatience against
extraordinary odds … that created that momentum over the
decades.”
Patrick, Ehrlich said, has a
story that inspires. He grew up
on the South Side of Chicago
and at age 14 was awarded a
scholarship to Milton Academy
through the Boston-based organization, A Better Chance. He
attended Harvard College and
Harvard Law School and went
on to become an attorney and
business executive.
In 2006, in his first bid for
elective office, Patrick was elected Massachusetts governor.
Patrick believes it’s important to build bridges to others
who may not have the same
outlook.
“I think if we want a just society, where everyone has a place,
I’m not saying tolerate the haters, that’s not what I’m saying.
But there are an awful lot of
people who are not as ‘woke,’ as
it were, who don’t have the same
life experience … and they need
to be heard and respected.”
Patrick was asked by an
attendee, “How do people of
color look at someone who is
white advocating for them?”
Patrick said one should not
presume he was speaking for all
Black people.
“I think that part of living
with an open heart, is giving up

a little bit of anxiety about what
the reaction to your open heart
is going to be, and taking the
step, anyway.”
On
Sunday
afternoon,
Berenbaum was asked by Amy
Gold about the intersectionality
of race and racism with Judaism
and anti-Semitism.
“In thinking about the intersectionality of race, racism
and anti-Semitism, I’m really
blessed because I don’t experience many events of racism
and anti-Semitism to my face,”
Berenbaum said. “Thank God.”
She has had a few recalling
a time when she was riding the
bus one Easter morning.
“And the bus driver turns
around and he’s like, ‘Why aren’t
you in church right now?’ And I
was like, ‘Sir, I’m Jewish, like, it
happens to be Sunday and I’m
trying to go somewhere … And
he was like, no you’re not. And
he just couldn’t handle it and he
was yelling at me. I had to get off
the bus. It was terrible. And then
I called the ADL,” she said.
“I’ve discovered that a lot of
things are probably happening
behind my back, because that’s
how racism and anti-Semitism
work,” Berenbaum said about
incidents of which she is not
aware.
The third discussion in the
series on the local perspective
on racial justice with the Rev.
Dr. Andre Bennett and Jerry
Kreitzer, a former Vermont lawmaker, takes place on April 27,
7:30 p.m.
Go to www.shirathayam.org
to register, and view previous
events in the series.
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e accept letters by email and U.S. mail.
Email your letter, with “Letter to the
Editor” in the subject, to editor@jewishjournal.org; or mail to: Letters to the Editor, The
Jewish Journal, P.O. Box 2089, Salem, MA 01970.
We encourage a diversity of voices and views
in our letters. Letters should be a maximum of
300 words, and should refer to an article that has
appeared in the Jewish Journal within the last 30
days. Letters exceeding 300 words could be subject to editing and may not be published in their
entirety.
Letters should be exclusive to the Journal; they
may not have been submitted to, posted to
or published by any other media. They must
include the writer’s full name; anonymous letters
and letters written under pseudonyms will not
be considered. For verification purposes, they
must also include the writer’s home address,
email address and telephone number. Writers
should disclose any personal or financial interest
in the subject matter of their letters. If sending
email, please put the text of the letter in the body
and do not send attachments; attachments will
not be read.

Unsigned letters and letters containing
personal attacks the newspaper deems to be of
a libelous nature will not be published. Letters
critical of another’s religion, blasphemous,
obscene, legally objectionable or commercial
in nature will not be published. Letters that
endorse a political party or candidate will not
be accepted. The Journal reserves the right to
end debate on a topic after both sides have had
ample chance to express their views. We generally
do not publish more than one letter from a single
person within any 60-day period. Letters that
are not based on verifiable facts may be rejected
or returned for editing. The Journal reserves the
right to edit or refuse a letter in its sole discretion.
Letter writers whose submissions are chosen
for publication will be contacted by either email
or phone. All letters are subject to editing, and
most of the ones published are edited. Editing is
done for length, clarity and for grammar, accuracy or to comply with newspaper style. Editing is
not done to change the meaning or the intent of
the letter. The opinions expressed are always the
writer’s own. We confer with letter writers about
editing to the extent that deadlines allow.

In Duxbury, an apology is in order
By Karen Wong
DUXBURY – For my husband and me,
among the most important attributes
we wanted to instill in our children were
having a strong moral compass and good
character. It wasn’t always easy for us or
for our children. It was painful to watch
them make missteps and then face the
consequences, but it made them better
people as adults. In our small town of
Duxbury, the notion that the high school
football team can simply move on from
casually using anti-Semitic terms in its
playbook without publicly acknowledging the wrongdoing and issuing an apology is counter to what I would expect
from caring families who I know want
the best for their children.
Our son is an officer in the Air Force,
and he is tested every day to make good
decisions and be accountable for what
he does. In his work, alone in a cockpit,
the actions that he takes have far reaching consequences. He played football at
Duxbury High School under the leadership of former coach Dave Maimaron
and loved being on the team. He learned
many good lessons, but that was before
anti-Semitic play calls were used. There
were, however, many instances in
high school and later at the Air Force
Academy where he had to face consequences based on his actions or those of
others. The actions he was held account-
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“I am disappointed that the administration is allowing the program to restart while
the investigation is active, and the team hasn’t made an apology,” writes Karen Wong.

able for as a teenager are at the foundation of who he is as a man. I share this
background to explain that my views
on decisions being made in the wake of
the DHS Varsity Football team’s use of
anti-Semitic play calls do not only hurt
because my family is Jewish but because

the adults responsible could have done
better leading the players.
It is possible that not all members of
the varsity football team knew about the
anti-Semitic play calls, but they are part
of the team and part of the Duxbury High
School football program. Sports, like
football, embody the ideal of teamwork,
dedication to purpose, and leadership.
When the team wins a state championship, all members of the football program are recognized for the accomplishment. By the same token, all the players
must stand as a team when things do not
go well.
As a result of the of the use of antiSemitic terms, some of the players met
privately with Rabbi Cohen and State
Senator Finegold. The whole team then
listened to the family of a Holocaust
survivor, after which the DHS newsletter
spoke on behalf of the boys and basically said that they get it and are ready
to resume play. But how can they resume
play when the players and remaining
coaches have not issued an apology to
the community or the Jewish people who
were hurt by trivializing the Holocaust?
What character does that show? I’ve said
publicly that I hope we aren’t judged by
the use of anti-Semitic language on the

field but instead, by how we handle it.
I am disappointed. I am disappointed that current and former players and
their parents won’t come forward publicly to talk about what happened. I’m
disappointed at the lost opportunity for
the boys to grow from this experience,
correct a wrong, and make amends to
the community and their fellow classmates who have also been impacted
by their actions. I am disappointed
that the administration is allowing the
program to restart while the investigation is active, and the team hasn’t made
an apology. I am heartbroken that the
reputation of Duxbury is being further
harmed by these decisions. The eyes of
the commonwealth, country, and even
world are on us (this story has been carried in Europe and Israel).
For parents who are afraid that if their
sons are associated with a team apology
it will harm their chances of getting into a
college, I would argue that the lack of an
apology will have a negative impact on
how colleges see them and will certainly
impact how others view our community
and schools. There is still an opportunity
for us to get this right, to be able to move
on from this sad episode. But it needs
to start with the football team taking
responsibility, correcting the wrong, and
becoming what they aspire to be.
Karen Wong is a photographer and
lives in Duxbury.
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Can Biden fund the Palestinians without breaking the law?
By Jonathan S. Tobin
JNS.org

H

as the Biden administration found
a way to spite its predecessor and
aid the Palestinians without breaking the law? The U.S. State Department
thinks it has, and so do its cheerleaders in
the mainstream media and academia. The
motive for last week’s announcement by
Secretary of State Antony Blinken of a $235
million aid package to the Palestinians
was clear. It was intended to send a message to Israel as well as to the Middle East
that President Joe Biden was determined
to reverse what Democrats think was a
mistaken tilt towards the Jewish state by
the Trump administration.
It has left many American supporters
of Israel wondering how it is possible for
Biden and Blinken to turn on the spigot
of taxpayer cash to the Palestinians without violating U.S. law. The 2018 Taylor
Force Act – named for a non-Jewish
American veteran who was murdered by a
Palestinian terrorist while on a graduateschool trip to Israel – passed by Congress
mandates that no American funds can be
transferred to the Palestinian Authority as
long as it is paying pensions and salaries
for convicted terrorists. The only exceptions are money allocated for hospitals,
vaccines and water-treatment projects.
The P.A. has not halted its terrorist
subsidies, but the Biden administration
doesn’t care. Its priority is to revoke former
President Donald Trump’s policies and
return to pre-2017 policies of funding for
the Palestinians. And it has carefully put
together a package that at least at first
glance seems to comply with the letter, if
not the spirit of the law.
Some $150 million of aid will go to
the United Nations Relief Works Agency
(UNRWA), the U.N. refugee agency devoted solely to dealing with the Palestinians
and which operates a vast number of
institutions designed to support the mil-
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A mural of a suicide bomber in a Bethlehem UNRWA refugee camp.

lions who claim descent from the original
1948 refugees, including schools and food
assistance. Another $75 million will go to
economic development programs in the
West Bank and Gaza, while yet another
$10 million will go to so-called “peace
building” initiatives involving Israelis and
Palestinians.
According to Blinken, “U.S. foreign
assistance for the Palestinian people
serves important U.S. interests and values.
It provides critical relief to those in great
need, fosters economic development, and
supports Israeli-Palestinian understanding, security coordination and stability.”
That sounds very high-minded. Blinken
also made clear that he believes that
these allocations won’t violate the Taylor
Force Act since none of the money will
go directly to the P.A. Instead, according
to Blinken, the money will go to partner
agencies that are supposedly independent
of either the corrupt Fatah government led
by Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas or

his Hamas rivals who rule Gaza as an independent state in all but name.
But this isn’t so much an exercise in
altruism as it is in deception.
As a Government Accounting Office
report about the aid that had previously
been given to the Palestinians by the U.S.
government prior to Trump’s cut-off, the
money doled out by American officials
wasn’t closely monitored, and some of it
wound up in the hands of terrorists. The
report made clear that increased scrutiny might prevent the problem, though
no one really believes Blinken when he
speaks of the administration taking the
issue seriously.
The same bureaucracy – now with a
mandate from Biden to start spreading
the wealth around again – will behave as
they did previously and ask few questions
about those benefiting from American largesse.
But whether there is more scrutiny
or not, the entire exercise is a sham. As

Blinken knows very well, Palestinian
NGOs have no real independence from
their government. Abbas and Fatah call
all the shots in the West Bank, and nothing happens in Gaza without Hamas’s say
so with both regimes profiting from each
allegedly independent expenditure.
Even if the Palestinian NGOs weren’t
essentially fraudulent in nature, the package clearly violates the intent of the Taylor
Force Act since the money these groups
spend is fungible and allows the P.A. to
shift it so as to let the “non-government”
funds take the place of what Abbas’s minions might be obligated to spend. So while
the United States will claim that its cash
isn’t being spent on terrorism, it will allow
the P.A. to spend other funds on that purpose.
Congressional intent was clear. No
more American money was to go to the
P.A. – let alone Hamas – so long as it was in
the business of backing terrorism in one
form or another. The same reasoning was
behind the Consolidated Appropriations
Act of 2021 by a Democratic-controlled
Congress which similarly banned any U.S.
assistance to the P.A. if it had initiated
an investigation into bogus charges of
war crimes by Israel by the International
Criminal Court.
While that provision, like the Taylor
Force Act, remains in place, the Biden
administration is demonstrating its disdain for these laws. Indeed, though the
State Department has said it opposes
the ICC’s attempt to delegitimize Israeli
self-defense against terrorists, Biden has
removed the sanctions that Trump placed
on those involved in these efforts.
The resumption of funding to UNRWA
is being hailed by the “human rights”
community and the Palestinians as a
return to normalcy after Trump’s decision
to cut them off.
But in this case, “normalcy” is merely
a feckless continuation of policies that
continued on page 10

Will ‘Anyone but Bibi’ movement knock Netanyahu from his throne?
By Michael Widlanski
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

JERUSALEM – Some nations
lose a prince (Great Britain),
and some search for a prince
(Jordan).
Only in Israel do we search for
a would-be king, a kingmaker,
and a quasi-queen as well as two
court jesters.
It is likely the court jesters
decide how Israel handles the
job search that will determine
whether Israel goes to a fifth set
of elections before the summer.
Israel has a court jester in
Mansour Abbas, a very serious
man with a wonderful sense of
humor who has seized the very
serious job of getting Israel’s
Jewish politicians to take the
nation’s Arabs more seriously.
Instead of endless pledges of
support for the PLO, like almost
all previous Israeli Arab politicians, Abbas has been acting like
an alderman from Chicago or
a Boston city councilor, asking
“What’s in it for my people?”
With much wit and sass,
Abbas has shown a touch of
class, demanding money for
Arab social services and better police protection while not
singing the Palestinian national
anthem and not declaring that
he hates Zionism.
Abbas commands the four
parliamentary seats of Ra’am
(United Arab List), which are
critically important to Israel’s
would-be “king,” Benjamin
“Bibi” Netanyahu, who has
a solid bloc of 52 seats. Even
if Netanyahu gets the support

Ra’am Party leader Mansour Abbas.

of the rightist Yemina party of
Naftali Bennett (the kingmaker),
he still needs Court Jester Abbas
to support him, or at least to
abstain.
Even if Abbas succeeds in
his jest, another jester, Bezalel
Smotrich of the Religious Zionist
Party, says he would never accept
support from Abbas or any nonZionist Arab party.
Bennett has often been
mistreated and insulted by
Netanyahu, and has many reasons to distrust him. He could go
instead with the anti-Netanyahu
opposition that has offered to
make him king, not kingmaker: a
two-year rotation as prime minister of a left-center-right coalition.
This left-center-right coalition would need the tacit support of Abbas’ United Arab List.
It would be a shaky coalition,
prone to collapse under stress
from Lebanon or Gaza.
Netanyahu has been prime
minister for 13 consecutive

years, far longer than any other
leader in Israel’s history. It is
a direct contradiction of his
agenda when he entered Israeli
politics and announced that he
wanted Israel to be governed
more like the United States.
Meanwhile, with the passage
of time Netanyahu – the son of
a history professor – has forgotten or ignored his history, as well
as Lord Acton’s dictum: “Power
corrupts.”
Those who knew him (like
this author) when he returned
from America in the 1980s know
that Netanyahu is a highly intelligent and talented man who,
over the years, has been at least
somewhat corrupted by being
in power longer than any president in U.S. history, including
Franklin Roosevelt.
Frankly, “Bibi” has picked
up some of the trappings of a
king. His family members often
behave worse than the British
Royal Family on their worst day.
His wife Sara, a trained psychol-

ogist, is infamous for shouting
and berating the serving staff at
the prime minister’s residence.
She is the quasi-queen, and
some would call her “the crazy
queen.”
Mrs. Netanyahu has earned a
reputation for thrusting herself
into the public eye more than
any previous prime minister’s
spouse, sitting with the Israeli
delegation at the United Nations
and accompanying her husband
at the heart of ceremonies from
Mount Herzl to the White House.
Israel’s royal couple has
grown accustomed to being
showered with gifts, and that is
why Mr. and Mrs. Netanyahu
have both faced several legal
charges on this matter. Of all the
cases still facing Prime Minister
Netanyahu, the one involving
personal gifts – Case 1000 – is
clearly the most factually and
legally consequential. (The other
two cases – 2000 and 4000 – are
weak and have already produced
several judicial rebukes.)
There is no denying that
Netanyahu’s “queen” actually
asked friends to deliver her items
ranging from jewelry to cases
of pink champagne, and that
“King” Netanyahu also asked for
items, including choice Cuban
cigars. Bible readers may detect
a slight resemblance to the story
of King Ahab and his wife, Queen
Jezebel.
“Bibi” backers are correct to
say some other Israeli prime
ministers – and their wives –
were worse. But that was then.
Meanwhile, Netanyahu could
have helped himself with a mid-

course correction, but he has
waved that off.
Instead, Netanyahu’s eldest
son, Yair, frequented strip
joints and became a notoriously nasty tweeter. His father
has not restrained his conduct
nor offered serious apologies.
This style would be mere gossip
material if not for the fact that it
has also clearly colored the way
Netanyahu carries out his job.
That is why “Rak-lo-Bibi” –
“Anyone but Bibi” – is a strong
sentiment, not just a movement.
It energizes everyone opposed
to Netanyahu. For over a year, it
has fueled mass demonstrations
around the country. It has been
fed by his apparent inability to
treat colleagues with decency.
Four or five entire political parties comprised of three
generations of rightist cabinet
ministers, cabinet secretaries,
directors-general, staff directors, and office managers have
left Netanyahu’s service because
they felt like nasal tissue discarded with disdain: Moshe Ya’alon,
Tzvi Hauser, Yoaz Hendel,
Avigdor Lieberman, Ayalet
Shaked, Naftali Bennett.
None is a leftist. On some
issues, many are to the right
of Netanyahu. All are at least
willing to consider an anti-Bibi
coalition with Yair Lapid’s Yesh
Atid and even the Labor Party – if
the coalition is not too far to the
left. Furthermore, they would be
willing to make a coalition with
Likud if Likud were led by someone other than Netanyahu.
So, Israel is faced with a litany
continued on page 10
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Israeli native and Newton resident Tal Zaks, chief medical officer of
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By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

For Israeli native and
Moderna Chief Medical Officer
Tal Zaks, the road to a COVID-19
vaccine came with some challenges. An unexpected one was a
tense encounter with none other
than Dr. Anthony Fauci last June.
“In my anxiety to get this
done, the Israeli in me showed
up,” Zaks quipped during a virtual conversation sponsored by
the Vilna Shul April 15. “I was just
bloody impatient.” Zaks recalled
that he subsequently apologized
to Fauci and said, “Let’s figure
out how to move forward.”
That’s exactly what happened.
Last November, Cambridgebased Moderna released preliminary data from its Phase 3 trial,

showing that its vaccine had
a more than 94 percent effectiveness rate. The FDA granted
emergency-use authorization,
as well as to a vaccine developed
by Pfizer-BioNTech, with both
using a new technology based
on messenger RNA, or mRNA.
Today, these vaccines continue
to be used to combat the coronavirus.
“What we see in Phase 3 is
bearing fruit,” Zaks said, referring to both the Moderna and
Pfizer trials. “It’s holding up in
real-world efficacy, swiftly making an impact.”
Zaks grew up in Israel and
received a medical degree and
doctorate from Ben-Gurion
University. Originally trained
as an oncologist, he has been
working for Moderna since 2015,
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A Message from Torf Funeral Service

YOUR HEALTH
WHILE VISITING OUR CHAPEL
IS OUR TOP PRIORITY
We are living in a new world, and now that we
are beginning to get back into a “new normal” routine,
we want you to feel safe while visiting our Chapel.
Torf Funeral Chapel has invested and equipped
our building with an Aqualite-Active Pure air filtration
system that uses Active Pure technology throughout
the facility. This new technology seeks and destroys
contaminants in the air, and on surfaces. This air
filtration system “Active Pure” is 1 of 75
approved technologies by NASA.
We are proud to be the first funeral home in
Massachusetts to have invested in this system.
We hope and pray that better and
easier times are upon us.
TORF FUNERAL SERVICE
Pre-need planning at our facility
or in the comfort of your own home.
Amy Torf Feinberg
Deborah Torf Golden (1944-2019)
(617) 889-2900
(800) 428-7161
151 Washington Avenue, Chelsea, MA 02150
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Last year, Cambridge-based Moderna released preliminary data
from its Phase 3 trial, showing that its vaccine had an over 94 percent effectiveness rate.

with previous experience at the
National Institutes of Health (as
a post-doc), GlaxoSmithKline,
and Sanofi. Today, he lives in
Newton with his wife, Meirav,
who he said played a crucial role
in helping him take a muchneeded rest last year.
“I think it was the first phase,
we were all just scrambling,”
Zaks recalled. “There was no
day, no night, no weekend, just a
constant project. At some point,
my wife said, ‘This can’t go on,
honey.’” As a result, on Saturdays
“I had to stop work. Not because
of religion – forgive me, those
[who are] better than me at that
– but because I stopped working
Saturday, Saturday evening. It
allowed me some perspective.”
In a discussion moderated
by the Vilna Shul’s Jason Weiner,
Zaks shared his perspective on
multiple issues, from the technology of the Moderna vaccine
to its development over the past
year to its ongoing rollout and
the distribution in Israel, which
has received 10 million doses
from Moderna.
As Zaks explained, even
before COVID-19, Moderna had
been working with mRNA as a
possible tool against infectious
diseases – including in a collaboration with the FDA.
“The platform could be relevant to a pandemic,” Zaks said,
adding that Moderna and the
FDA “talked back and forth in
October, November, December
[2019] about which virus we
would pick, how to get funding,
etc.”
In late 2019 and early 2020,
Moderna learned about a mysterious virus in Wuhan, China.
“When we started to see
the pandemic first emerge, it
became clear this was not a dry
run but a live fire,” he said. “We
all had to muster up.”
The NIH gave Moderna the
go-ahead to start a vaccine trial
in early January. Yet Marion
Gruber, a member of the FDA
team, expressed doubt that a
vaccine could be ready by the
end of 2020, Zaks recalled.
“Marion kind of smiled
and said it was highly unlikely,” Zaks remembered. “I said I
know Stéphane [Bancel, CEO of
Moderna]. ‘Highly unlikely’ will
not faze him.” According to Zaks,
while Gruber still expressed
doubt, she said the government
would work with Moderna on
the initiative.
“I think there was vision and
prescience on both sides of [the
initiative] – Stéphane and the
FDA,” Zaks said.
As Zaks explained, the

Moderna vaccine uses a technique called neutralizing to prevent the novel coronavirus from
infecting cells in the human
body. The part of the virus that
infects cells is called the spike
protein. The vaccine uses mRNA
technology to prime the body
for the spike protein so it can
generate antibodies against
COVID-19.
After one shot, “You already
get the production of these antibodies, some of which already
have some neutralizing ability,” Zaks said. However, citing
“basic immunology,” he said
that Moderna added a second
dose four weeks later, termed a
“booster shot.”
“You get an amplified
response,” Zaks said. “The level
of antibodies is higher. The ability to neutralize is stronger.” And,
he added, “We started talking
about … a third [shot] six to 12
months later in case immunity
wanes.”
Moderna first tested its vaccine in mice and other animals. Human trials then started last July, eventually including a diverse group of 30,000
Americans across 99 sites for the
Phase 3 study.
“[We] looked at ZIP codes
where transmission occurred
across the U.S. and chose locations where the pandemic
would hit the worst, [where] we
could actually see cases,” Zaks
said. “Minorities are adversely
affected by this pandemic … We
worked with national and local
stakeholders important to our
ability to reach out and earn the
trust of people who typically do
not trust government-led trials.
“I think that a sense of transparency was what enabled us
to not just enroll quickly,” Zaks
reflected, “but when results indicated [that the vaccine was] 94.1
percent effective, there was a
belief that it was indeed true.”
He further noted the separate
initiatives from Moderna and
Pfizer – “two companies that, by
law, cannot collude. Both used
very similar technology.” And, he
said, “results [from each] came
in within one week. The efficacy
was within 1 percent … I think it
shows you the veracity of those
results.”
Zaks announced in February
he will leave Moderna this fall. At
one point in the Vilna talk, moderator Weiner asked Zaks if his
mother is the proudest in Israel.
“It’s a great source of pride,”
Zaks said. “My dad did not get to
see his son be this famous. But
it’s a personal sense of accomplishment.”
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Happy Israel Independence Day
Peabody raises the Israeli flag at City Hall for Yom Ha’atzmaut
By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

PEABODY – In honor of Israel’s 73rd
Day of Independence, city officials,
members of the local Jewish community,
and some state lawmakers gathered to
watch the Israeli flag being raised up the
flagpole on the lawn in front of City Hall
in a socially distanced ceremony held
April 15.
Yom Ha’atzmaut corresponds with
the fifth day of the month of Iyar on the
Hebrew calendar. This is the day when
Israel declared its independence on
May 14, 1948. The holiday took place on
Wednesday evening and Thursday this
year because 4-5 Iyar fell on Shabbat.
“Folks, on this national day of Israel we
commemorate the Israeli Declaration of
Independence of 1948,” said Christopher
Ryder, the mayor’s chief of staff, before
the flag was raised. “This is in celebration
of the establishment of the state of Israel
and in honor of all those throughout our
community who celebrate along with
us.”
About 20 people gathered in front
of City Hall, but Peabody Mayor Ted
Bettencourt could not attend because of
the need to quarantine after a member of
his family tested positive for COVID-19,

Ryder said.
“He is very disappointed that he can’t
be here,” Ryder said, “A member of his
family tested positive for the virus, so the
whole family has to quarantine for one
week, so he sends his love, and his happy
thoughts to all of us who are here today,
but he can’t join us.”
On hand were state Representatives
Tom Walsh of Peabody and Sally Kerans
of Danvers; School Committee members
Jarrod Hochman and Andrew Arnotis,
who is also an aide to Walsh; Ward 2 City
Councilor Peter McGinn; and a representative from the office of state Senator Joan
Lovely, who represents Beverly, Danvers,
Peabody, Salem, and Topsfield.
Also gathered were members of
Temple Tiferet Shalom, Temple Ner
Tamid, and Congregation Sons of Israel,
which all are located in Peabody.
Hochman recalled growing up in
Brooklyn, and described his first memory of Israel Independence Day. He also
noted his maternal grandmother was a
huge Zionist.
“In Manhattan in 1978 there was a
parade, it went down Broadway commemorating the 30th anniversary of
Israeli statehood,” Hochman recalled.
Hochman noted that the 5th of Iyar
was not the first date when Israeli inde-

Photo: Ethan M. Forman/Journal Staff

Peabody School Committee member
Jarrod Hochman, left, and Temple Ner
Tamid of the North Shore President Adele
Lubarsky raise the Israeli flag in front of
Peabody City Hall on Israel Independence
Day on April 15.

pendence was celebrated.
It was preceded by what Hochman

said was called State Day held on July
27, 1948, not long after Israel declared its
sovereignty.
That date was chosen to coincide with
the anniversary of the death of Theodor
Herzl, the father of modern political
Zionism who died in 1904, long before the
state of Israel was established, Hochman
said.
“I’m happy to live in a city, the city of
Peabody, where we celebrate differences
among our peoples,” said Hochman. “I’ve
been to many celebrations at this City
Hall where flags have been raised for
many, many nations and many, many
causes.”
Hochman said he was grateful to
the city for hosting the celebration. He
extended well wishes from Rabbi David
Kudan of Temple Tiferet Shalom and
Rabbi Richard Perlman of Temple Ner
Tamid, who were not able to attend.
“As Jarrod said, it’s so important to
celebrate our differences and to see that
we are able to raise the Israeli flag in the
city of Peabody and to celebrate differences. We are all one people and we are
all together and I think it’s so wonderful
that we are able to do this,” said Temple
Ner Tamid president Adele Lubarsky, who
along with Hochman, raised the Israeli
flag over Peabody Square.

Consul General a hit with Jack Satter House residents, arriving with falafel sandwiches

Lynda Bussgang, Steve Post, Ambassador Meron Reuben, Sandy
Levin, Patricia Urner, Rabbi Lior Nevo, Adele Stacy, Rose Shapiro and
Jill Leach outside of the Satter House.

By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

REVERE – The Consulate
General of Israel to New
England came bearing 1,600
falafel sandwiches around
the Greater Boston area for
“Operation Falafel in Numbers”
on Thursday, April 15, in honor

of Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel
Independence Day.
One of the stops for the consul general, Ambassador Meron
Reuben, was a visit to Hebrew
SeniorLife’s Jack Satter House
senior apartment complex on
Revere Beach.
The complex’s community
rabbi and chaplain, Lior Nevo,

said they were contacted the
day before that someone from
the consulate would be stopping by with falafel sandwiches
for everyone.
“It was very lovely,” Nevo
said of the visit outside and
in the lobby of the sprawling
apartment complex, where
Reuben was greeted by about
50 residents and staff. “It was
a very sweet event,” she said.
“Very spontaneous.” Nevo said
Reuben talked with residents
who were ecstatic to meet him.
“I didn’t even know the consul general would be there,”
Nevo said. “It was a nice surprise.”
Jack Satter House resident
Shirley Sowsy said Reuben
arrived along with four bodyguards to greet residents for
the 73rd anniversary of Israel’s
Independence Day.
“He was the most charming man that any of us met in
a long, long time,” Sowsy said.
“He speaks beautifully, and his
knowledge is very, very impressive.” Sowsy noted the visit was
a complete surprise. “We took a
picture and we were very, very
excited to see the ambassador.”

Asia McDougle-Stamey, the
Boston-based consulate general’s director of public relations,
said the operation involved
1,600 falafel sandwiches, 800
pitas, 115 pounds of chickpeas
and six institutional donations.
They made stops at Hebrew
SeniorLife in Brookline, the
Jack Satter House, Beth Israel
Deaconess Medical Center, the
Chelsea Police Department, the
Pine Street Inn homeless shelter

and Boston Police Headquarters
in Roxbury.
In addition, there were several lightings and flag raisings in
the region, including: the lighting of the Zakim and Longfellow
bridges in Boston; the Fore
River Bridge in Quincy and
Weymouth; the Burns Bridge
in Worcester and the Sakonnet
River Bridge in Jamestown, R.I.;
along with the raising of the
Israeli flag at Boston City Hall.
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The Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill Memorial Bridge was illuminated in the colors of the Israeli flag on
Israel Independence Day.
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Tikkun olam is the call at third annual Jewish climate change conference
By Ethan Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

WAYLAND – What action
people can take to help repair
the planet may be what participants learn from the Jewish
Climate Action Network-MA’s
third annual conference, an allday virtual event of speakers,
workshops, and storytelling on
Saturday, April 25.
“What we really want people
to come away with is a sense of
what they can do,” said Rabbi
Katy Allen, one of the co-conveners of the network, its president
pro tem, and spiritual leader of
Ma’yan Tikvah – A Wellspring of
Hope in Wayland. Ma’yan Tikvah
is an independent congregation
that holds its Shabbat and holiday services outdoors.
For the second year in a row
because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the conference will be
held virtually from noon to 8
p.m.
Allen said the 2019 conference drew 250 participants. This
year’s theme is “Everything Is
Connected,” given the difficulty
of making connections during
the pandemic. Organizers are
hoping the conference platform

JCAN’s banner being carried by members in Washington, D.C.,
in 2019.

they will be using this year will
make it possible for sponsors
and participants to interact, network, and connect on their areas
of interest.
Allen said the conference will
feature both local and national
speakers on a range of themes,
including advocacy, soil and
agriculture, carbon reduction,
spiritual resilience, young people, and anti-racism and environmental justice.
“In general, we are focusing
on action and what people can
do to make a difference,” said
Allen, noting Governor Charlie
Baker’s support of legislation

to tackle climate change, along
with changes in policy at the
federal level in the past couple
of months since President Joe
Biden took office.
When asked about what
Jewish values dovetail with
action on climate, Allen said “In
my mind, I feel like there are so
many ways to answer that.” The
idea of preserving the planet is in
the very first verse of the Torah,
she said, the creation by God
of the heavens and the earth.
She called the planet “a sacred
creation we are privileged to live
upon and we are trashing it.” She
said we need to be “caretakers

and not destroyers.”
Jews also have a responsibility to the stranger and to the
poor. Climate change also greatly impacts immigration patterns
and communities of color, she
said. Part of what the network is
trying to do is “bring the sparks
together” to create a more livable
world, drawing on the notion
in Judaism of tikkun olam, the
repair of the world.
“Where is our t’shuvah?” she
said. “How do we repair the
things we have done?”
Amid these spiritual sentiments, the conference will offer
practical things people can do to
help spare the environment.
There’s a talk on “Jewish
Gardening and Gardening
Jewishly;” a session on Offshore
Wind Power as it gains momentum in the U.S.; a workshop on
heat pumps; and another session called “Your Path to a LowCarbon Home: Customize and
Motivate,” offering tips on “how
homeowners can cut carbon
emissions by improving their
home’s efficiency, electrifying
their systems, and installing
solar.”
Another session called “Solar
for Synagogues” will be look-

ing at “JCAN’s highly successful
local program, which attracted
22 synagogues, most of whom
subsequently went ahead with
solar.”
The conference also will feature songs, poetry, and storytelling.
Well-known Marblehead storyteller Judith Black will offer
“climate storytelling” during the
conference. She said as Jews,
“We are supposed to take care of
our world.”
She spoke about how storytelling can be powerful because
“it speaks to the head through
the heart.”
She plans to tell a story about
the controversial Dakota Access
Pipeline, which was opposed by
the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
and environmental advocates
from 2014 to 2016 in protests that
drew national attention. Many of
the protesters were injured and
arrested.
“Native people call pipelines
‘black snakes,’” Black said.
To learn more about the
Jewish Climate Action NetworkMA’s third annual conference
and to register, go to jewishclimate.org.

Feeling anxious during COVID? CJP, McLean and JF&CS are here to help
By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

With
research
showing
increased concerns about the
mental health impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic, a new and
innovative partnership is offering a virtual program to help
make a difference in the Jewish
community and beyond.
Path to Well-Being is an initiative launched earlier this
year between McLean Hospital
of Waltham, Combined Jewish
Philanthropies
of
Greater
Boston, and Jewish Family &
Children’s Service. The program
provides virtual sessions of cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT).
It is offered for individuals aged
18 and older at no cost, with
enrollment currently open. As of
early April, there were 39 people
participating.
“The partnership aspect [of
the program] is so important,”

Courtesy McLean Hospita

Courtesy JF&CS

Courtesy CJP

Dr. Courtney Beard of McLean
Hospital is leading a pioneering virtual cognitive behavioral
therapy program in a partnership between McLean, CJP, and
JF&CS.

Sara Freedman, a division director at JF&CS, said that the
COVID-19 pandemic has seen
community needs skyrocket
across multiple categories.

Amanda Hadad, associate vice
president for caring and social
justice at CJP, has cited research
showing increased mental health
needs during the COVID-19 pandemic.

said Amanda Hadad, associate
vice president for caring and
social justice at CJP. “Each [organization] brings something different to the table so it’s as easy
for people to access as possible.”
The process begins with a
phone call to JF&CS for a confi-

dential consultation with a counselor. If the counselor assesses
that Path to Well-Being would be
a good fit, the caller is referred to
McLean for clinical services, with
the counselor able to make further recommendations for other
resources. CJP is providing the

funding to make the program
available at no cost. Religion is
not a criterion for admission,
but participants must live in
Massachusetts.
“So far, we have people in their
20s all the way to their 80s,” said
Dr. Courtney Beard of McLean,

who is leading the collaboration.
“It’s meant to serve people in the
community.”
Beard noted that the program
is “more helpful for people experiencing mild to moderate anxiety, depression, or both. Usually
[they’re experiencing] both. It’s
appropriate for people who don’t
need a higher level of care.”
As Beard explained, CBT
involves participants practicing
“skills for improving your mental health” that measure “what
you think, what images come to
mind – as well as your behavior –
things you do or don’t do that we
know keep people anxious and
depressed.”
The self-paced program can
be done through a smartphone
or computer. In each case, participants check in with a coach
at McLean – an individual who is
not a therapist but who is trained
in behavioral health issues. The
continued on page 10
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JEWS SEEK APOLOGY
AND EXPLANATION
from page 1

coach, Dave Maimaron, and
accepted the resignations of
seven other coaches. Duxbury
school and town officials also
expressed their dismay over the
team’s decision-making, and
hired Just Training Solutions to
“investigate incidents related to
the football team,” according to
Matt Ellis, a spokesman for the
town.
But some parts of the story
and nascent investigation don’t
add up, according to Bracken.
In an email, Ellis stated that it is
unclear if any of the investigative report will be made public.
“We’re so uninformed it makes it
that much worse,” said Bracken.
“It feels like there’s no transparency about anything.”
Like many other Jews,
Bracken said she had not experienced anti-Semitism and
had met lifelong friends in
Duxbury. Still, she is wondering
why the football team – which
halted play for three games –
was allowed to play last week
against Scituate. “To hear that
word was heartbreaking for me,”
said Bracken, who believes the
football players should apologize to the Jewish community.
While some players have met

with Rabbi Howard Cohen of
Congregation Shirat Hayam
in Marshfield, a grandchild of
a Holocaust survivor and state
Senator Barry Finegold, there
has been no formal apology by
the team.
“I think it’s disrespectful to
not acknowledge your community members whom you
directly offended the most,” said
Bracken, who has considered
moving out of Duxbury since
learning about the football team
incident. “I definitely feel we’re
in a minority here of being so
horrified by this.”
At last week’s game, the two
teams issued a joint statement
that was read before kickoff that
denounced “all acts of hate, bias,
and discrimination.” In a statement following the game, acting
Coach Matt Landolfi thanked
members of the Jewish community, along with Rabbi Cohen
and Senator Finegold for providing guidance to the team. But
he also questioned just how to
handle situations like this.
“We need to make a decision about whether we want to
burn everything to the ground,
including all of the collateral
damage that comes with that,

Laura Neprud

or do we want to grow and
learn from it. As for our boys,
I am extremely proud of how
they have conducted themselves. Given that a majority of
our boys had no involvement
or prior knowledge of the terms
used on March 12, they have
stayed unified as a team and
have made positive steps toward
real growth and understanding.
I am confident they will use this
experience to become positive
agents of change moving forward,” he said.
But Landolfi’s statement
seemed to further alienate many
Duxbury Jews who believe the
town needs to take this more
seriously and put morals

Brandeis study: 7.6 million Jews in U.S.
from page 1

Shore to Manchester, N.H.,
including Boston, Cambridge,
Newton, and the North Shore.
Of those, 172,700 identify their
religion as Jewish.
This compares with the
Combined Jewish Philan
thropies’ study of the Greater
Boston Jewish Community conducted by Steinhardt Institute
researchers in 2015, which estimated 248,000 Jewish adults
and children live in the Greater
Boston area.
Middlesex County, which
stretches north and west of
Boston, has the largest Jewish
population in the state, with
an estimated 138,400 Jews, 8.8
percent of the county’s nearly
1.6 million population. Of those,
76,200 adults identified their
religion as Jewish.
Norfolk County to the south
has an estimated Jewish population of 70,400, about 10 percent of this county’s population.
About 46,700 adults identified
their religion as Jewish.
Suffolk
County,
which
includes Boston, has an estimated Jewish population of 30,000
– 4 percent of the county’s
population – with 19,900 adults
who identified their religion as
Jewish.
To the north, of Essex
County’s estimated 28,700 Jews,
19,000 adults identified their
religion as Jewish.
“The numbers on the North
Shore don’t really surprise me,”
Saxe said, though there may be
some recent developments that
make the North Shore more
attractive to Jewish people, such
as the development of Jewish
resources and the ability for
people to work from home during the COVID-19 pandemic
and not have to commute into
Boston.
The report points out that
estimating the size of the
nation’s Jewish population is
difficult because with the separation of church and state, the

Census doesn’t ask about religious affiliation.
One of the findings of the
AJPP study is “the myth of the
vanishing Jew is just a myth,”
Saxe said.
“The Jewish population is
expanding in most areas in the
country,” he said, including in
the Greater Boston region.
To derive its estimates, the
new study did not rely on single surveys. Instead, the AJPP
synthesized “data from hundreds of independent samples
of U.S. adults – in the current
study, nearly 1.4 million respondents – to produce estimates of
the Jewish population in all 50
U.S. states and the District of
Columbia.”
The project estimated that of
the 7.6 million total, 4.9 million
U.S. adults identify their religion as Jewish, while 1.2 million
adults say they are Jews of no
religion and about 1.6 million
are Jewish children.
The survey also looked at
other characteristics of Jewish
adults and found that 57 percent have graduated college,
compared to 29 percent for
U.S. adults in general. The survey also found 80 percent of the
Jewish population lives within
the nation’s top 40 metropolitan areas. Other findings include
25 percent of Jewish adults are
under age 34, while 11 percent
are members of Gen Z (ages
(ages 7 to 22) and 15 percent are
millennials (ages 23 to 38).
The study found nearly half
of the U.S. Jewish population
lives in just three states: 21 percent in New York, 15 percent in
California, and 10 percent in
Florida. The greatest number of
Jews live in the Northeast, at 40
percent, with 23 percent in the
West, 25 percent in the South,
and 12 percent in the Midwest.
While a majority of the nation’s
Jews live in the Northeast, that
number is down from 68 percent
in 1930 and 43 percent in 2013.

The survey found that most
Jewish people live in five states:
New York, California, Florida,
New Jersey (8 percent) and
Pennsylvania (5 percent). At 4
percent, Massachusetts ranks
seventh on the list, just behind
Illinois, with both states having an estimated 334,800 Jewish
residents.
Following a longstanding
trend, Jews also tend to live clustered in and around urban centers, with 55 percent of U.S. Jews
living in the nation’s top seven
metro areas.

Photos: Karen Wong

Tamara Ciocci

ahead of sports. “I was horrified,” said Laura Neprud, after
she read Landolfi’s statement.
Neprud is one of the more visible
residents and Jews in Duxbury.
She has lived in Duxbury for 27
years, worked with Landolfi in
the school’s Special Education
department, is the immediate
past president of Marshfield’s
Congregation Shirat Hayam
and is a member of the steering
committee of Duxbury for All.
“The statement he made kind of
undermined everything. I was
really disappointed.”
Neprud also believes that
football has been placed ahead
of education and that the game
should not have been played.
She also wants the team’s players
to apologize. “I feel like it would
have been a statement. There’s
no remorse and no regret being
stated publically,” said Neprud,
who continues to wonder why
adults have not led the team
to make a public statement. “I
know for a fact that there are
boys who are sincerely remorseful and regretful but they’re not
being encouraged to speak up.”
Tamara Ciocci knows what
blatant anti-Semitism looks
like. Growing up near Pasadena,
California, people spray painted swastikas on her driveway
and accused her family of killing Jesus. Ciocci has lived in
Duxbury for 15 years, and along
with her husband, raised two

children who went through the
Duxbury schools. Like other
Jews here, she wonders why
none of the players, coaches or
even parents didn’t put a halt
to play-calling. “I think what
bothers me the most is why
didn’t somebody say anything,
why was their secrecy around
the words, why didn’t anybody
report that the words were being
used?” she asked.
At last week’s game in
Scituate, this reporter sought
further information about
the team’s response to its use
of ‘Auschwitz’ in the March 12
game. On the visiting side, 12
out of the 75 Duxbury residents
who attended the game were
approached for comment and
all declined to answer questions.
High School Principal James
Donovan and Athletic Director
Thom Holdgate also declined to
be interviewed.
Rabbi Cohen said time
might help the healing process.
“Duxbury is like 98 percent
white and Christian or Catholic
and so how does a community
that has very little experience
coexisting with people of different colors and different religions, figure out they’re going to
do that?” he asked. “That takes
time. And nowhere in society
have we really figured that out.”
Email Steven A. Rosenberg at
rosenberg@jewishjournal.org.
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‘Anyone but Bibi’
from page 5

Biden and the Palestinians
from page 5

of internal paradoxes:
A national leader who helped
defeat the coronavirus has never
seemed more personally compelling while at the same time
incredibly off-putting.
Politically, the right is ascendant but seems unable to get its
act together and to swallow its
pride and accept even tacit support from an Arab political party.
Demographically and electorally, the country has certainly
moved to the right on war-peace

issues and even on the economy.
That is why very few Israeli parties call themselves “left.”
So, the question is not moving
left or right, but moving forward
or moving on.
Dr. Michael Widlanski is the
author of “Battle for Our Minds:
Western Elites and the Terror
Threat.” He also advised Israeli
negotiation teams at the Madrid
and Washington talks in 199192.
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reinforced Palestinian intransigence. UNRWA’s purpose is to
perpetuate the refugee problem
rather than solve it. Its schools
and other agencies are part of
the reason why the Palestinians
have held onto their mad quest
to undo a century of history and
eliminate Israel. The foreign-policy establishment deems Trump’s
effort to either reform or disband
UNRWA as inhumane. But the
opposite is true. Pouring more
money into their coffers helps
condemn more generations to
pointless conflict rooted in a
delusion about Israel’s impermanence. Biden and Blinken may
pose as friends of both Israelis
and the Palestinians; however, these efforts do nothing to
advance peace and empower the
very people who have, decade
after decade, made it impossible
for the Palestinians to give up
their fantasy about a world without Israel.
The administration feels fully
justified in flouting the law when
it comes to Palestinian funding.

That’s because the members of
the Obama alumni club who are
back in control of American foreign policy feel that everything
that Trump and his band of amateurs did was intrinsically wrong
and must be undone. That’s
despite the fact that the amateurs’ success with the Abraham
Accords outstrips everything
attempted by the establishment
under both Democratic and
Republican administrations for
the last 25 years.
Yet according to Politico,
those behind an effort to refund
a government dedicated to terrorism don’t believe that they
can make peace. That’s a reversal
of Obama’s hubris, and to some
extent, Trump’s foolish belief that
he could broker the “ultimate
deal.”
But Biden’s team does want
everything to go back to the preTrump normal.
This is even worse than
Obama’s efforts to tilt the diplomatic playing field in the
Palestinians favor during his

eight years in the White House.
While his pressure campaign
strengthened Palestinian intransigence without persuading
Israelis to attempt self-destructive concessions, at least they
were carried out in the belief that
peace was possible. Biden’s team
isn’t ambitious enough to cling
to that fool’s errand. Instead,
they are so committed to erasing Trump’s legacy that they are
prepared to empower terrorist
funders without even believing
that it will make life better for the
people of the Middle East.
That Democrats who considered Trump to be contemptuous
of the rule of law are indifferent
to Biden’s dance around the law
to aid Palestinian thugs isn’t just
an example of partisan hypocrisy. It’s a sign that they are more
concerned about their war on
Trump’s legacy than the cause
of peace they’re always telling us
they care so much about.
Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in
chief of JNS.org.

Feeling anxious during COVID? CJP is there to help
from page 8

program usually lasts between
six to eight weeks.
“It’s a time when so many
people are trying to work from
home, teach from home, juggle so many things,” said Sara
Freedman, a division director
at JF&CS. “To fit it around their
schedule is so important.
“McLean is world-renowned
in mental health work. To take
their expertise and target and
offer it to the Jewish community

is huge.”
Experts said that there has
been a rise in mental health
issues during the COVID-19 pandemic, including in the Jewish
community.
“Unemployment is so high –
we’ve seen requests for food and
basic need support skyrocket
over the past year,” Freedman
said. “In addition, many people
are homebound, often isolating
to stay safe. A lot of what we do
across the board is help people
make and maintain connections.”
In January, the Cohen Center
for Modern Jewish Studies at
Brandeis University released a
survey of the effects of the pandemic on young Jewish adults.
Looking at two periods from last
year – June-July and September
– the study found that around a
quarter of respondents reported feeling lonely in the previous week. A more recent set of
findings was issued by the Pew
Research Center indicating that
about one-fifth of respondents
cited an increased amount of
high psychological distress.
“When the pandemic started,”
Hadad said, “it was really important for CJP to be there [to see]
how we can serve the community in this time of crisis. Talking to

partners, agencies, individuals,
even with the increased needs
across the community – there
were so many, rent, jobs, housing – we continued to hear about
mental health.”
“Certainly we know, even
before COVID, isolation is
something not helpful for our
mental health,” Beard said. “It’s
something we tend to do to
ourselves when we’re anxious
and depressed and contributes
to those symptoms in the long
term.”
Beard added that the pandemic “has been really rough
on people already suffering with
anxiety and depression who are
certainly vulnerable to these
effects that are COVID-related.
It’s also created [anxiety and
depression] for people who have
never experienced them before.”
Since the launch of Path to
Well-Being two months ago,
more than 100 people have
called JF&CS seeking mental
health support.
“Not all enrolled [in the program], but to have that volume
within two months – the need
is there in the community,”
Freedman said.
To learn more about the program, visit cjp.org/path-to-wellbeing or call 781-693-5562.
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Upcoming

BLER TRAVEL

Submit your listings to
calendar@jewishjournal.org

THROUGH APRIL 25
VIRTUAL INTERNATION
JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL,

Presented by JCC of the North Shore.
Each film will have a 72-hour window.
For more information, schedule and
tickets to virtual screenings, go to:
https://jccns.org/film-festival.

FRIDAY, APRIL 23
EREV SHABBAT
CELEBRATION, 7:30 p.m. Presented

by Temple Emmanuel of Wakefield.
A special Shabbat will be led by
Rabbi Greg Hersh which will include
traditional Shabbat psalms, readings,
and prayers. There will also be a
special musical interlude, perfect for
the season, by singer-songwriter Joe
Jencks. To receive the Zoom link,
contact Susan at svitz9@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, APRIL 25
JEWISH CLIMATE ACTION
CONFERENCE: “EVERYTHING
IS CONNECTED,” Presented by

Jewish Climate Action Network, 12 – 8
p.m. The third Jewish Climate Action
Conference, “Everything Is Connected,”
will build on the momentum of recent
gatherings and discussions that have
galvanized Jews throughout the
country to become more involved
in fighting climate change. Contact
jewishclimateaction@gmail.com with
any questions. Free. To register, go to:
https://www.jewishclimate.org/3rdjewish-climate-action-conference.html.

STEPHEN MORSE – TWO
LECTURES: Finding Presidents’ (and

Your) Ancestors in the Strangest Places
& Getting Ready for the 1950 Census:
Searching With and Without a Name
Index. 1:30 – 4:30 p.m. Presented by
the Jewish Genealogical Society of
Greater Boston. Free for members / $5
non-members. For Zoom link, register
at: www.jgsgb.org. Steve Morse,
creator of the “One-Step” web pages,
has been a mainstay of genealogy
research, inventing many tools that
ease research work for both the novice
and the experienced genealogist. For
details on his enormous number of
research aides, see his website at
www.stevemorse.org.

SHMOOZE WITH SHULEM
SHTISEL, 11 a.m. Fans of the Israeli-

hit TV show “Shtisel” are invited to
meet actor Dov Glickman, patriarch
of the show. The virtual program is a
fundraiser for Lappin Foundation’s Youth
to Israel Adventure. The event is open
to individuals who make a $36 donation
to the foundation. Donors who make
a gift of $250 or more will be invited
for a pre-event Q&A with Glickman at
10:30 a.m. Contact Susan Feinstein at
978-740-4431 or email sfeinstein@
lappinfoundation.org. Register at
LappinFoundation.org.

TUESDAY, APRIL 27
“PHILIP ROTH: THE
BIOGRAPHY” WITH AUTHOR
BLAKE BAILEY, 6 p.m. The Wyner

Family Jewish Heritage Center and
American Inspiration author series
welcomes author Blake Bailey and
guest moderator Michael Hoberman,
professor of American literature
at Fitchburg State University, for
a fascinating presentation and
discussion about literary giant Philip
Roth and his book, “Philip Roth: The
Biography.” Free. For more information
and to register, go to: https://
jewishheritagecenter.org.

TZEDEK LAKOL: JUSTICE FOR
ALL, 7:30 p.m. The third and final
talk in this series with the Rev. Dr.
Andre Bennett, “Local Perspectives,
Local Impact,” moderated by Jerry
Kreitzer, educator and former fiveterm Vermont legislator. Tzedek LaKol
focuses on achieving racial and social
justice within our congregation and

community. Zoom registration and more
info at www.shirathayam.org. Free and
open to all. For more information, email
Barri@shirathayam.org.

FRIDAY, APRIL 30
MUSICAL SHABBAT FUN with

Marcy Yellin, 5:30 – 6 p.m. There
will be puppets, music and more. An
interactive musical event for families
with young children, babies through
preschool. To join, send an email to
info@tbabeverly.org.
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spirituality. JArts tickets are paywhat-you-can. The ticket is offered at
a suggested price of $50. For more
information and tickets, go to: https://
jartsboston.org/#.

THURSDAY, MAY 27
JCCNS AUTHOR EVENT, 7 p.m.

Jack Beerman will be discussing his
book, “The Journey to Separate But
Equal: Madame Decuir’s Quest for Racial
Justice in the Reconstruction Era.” For
more information and Zoom link, visit
www.jccns.org.
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EASTERN EUROPE

Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS

Europe • Far East • The Caribbean • Florida • Arizona • Las Vegas

617-738-0500 • 800-399-8467
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JLIVE FOOD: NIR CASPI, 12 p.m.

Presented by Jewish Arts Collaborative.
A special celebration of Yom Ha’atzmaut
with Nir Caspi of Cafe Landwer. The
Israeli-born Caspi’s successful Bostonbased Israeli eatery Cafe Landwer has
infused the New England restaurant
scene with a taste of the flavors of
Israel. JArts tickets are pay-what-youcan. The ticket is offered at a suggested
price of $50. For more information and
to register, go to: https://jartsboston.org/
event/jlive-series-virtual.

MONDAY, MAY 3
SHALOM/SALEM: ARCHIVAL
STORIES FROM SALEM’S
JEWISH COMMUNITY, 3 p.m.

Presented by The Wyner Family
Jewish Heritage Center. Learn
about the families, businesses, and
synagogues that make up Salem’s
Jewish history through the lens
of the archival collections at New
England Historic Genealogical Society.
Associate Director of Archives and
Education Stephanie Call will showcase
photographs and ephemera that
highlight the contributions of the city’s
Jewish community. Free. To register, go
to: https://hubs.americanancestors.org/
shalom-salem .

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5
MENTAL HEALTH WORKSHOP
WITH JEANINE FITZGERALD:
Mental Health in Early Childhood
Education, 7 p.m. Presented by
NSJCC in Peabody. Attend in-person
or live online. In-person space is
limited. Masks and social distancing
are required. For more information,
visit https://nsjcc.org/event/
mentalhealthworkshop2/. Attend in
person at Olio, 43 Main St., Peabody,
or live online.

THURSDAY, MAY 6
ANTI-SEMITISM HERE AND
NOW, a timely conversation with

Deborah E. Lipstadt, 7 p.m. Visit www.
jccns.org for more information and the
Zoom link.

✶ EVENT PLANNING ✶

MONDAY, MAY 10

THE PERFECT VENUE
FOR YOUR EVENT

JCCNSWOMEN’S BOOK CLUB,

1 p.m. Visit www.jccns.org for more
information and Zoom link.

JCCNS AUTHOR EVENT, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, MAY 25
TRIBUTE TO LEONARD COHEN
WITH DAVID BROZA AND
FRIENDS IN MEMORY OF
MICHAEL B. RUKIN, 8 p.m.

Presented by JArts. Israeli superstar
David Broza, who has been called the
Israeli Leonard Cohen, will pay tribute
to the late great Cohen through song
and story. This online event will give
insights on Cohen’s music and life,
which were heavily informed by his
relationship with Israel and Jewish

Elegant Touch

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…

WEDNESDAY, MAY 19
Jack Beerman will be discussing his
book, “The Journey to Separate But
Equal: Madame Decuir’s Quest for
Racial Justice in the Reconstruction
Era.” Visit www.jccns.org for more
information and Zoom link.
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Murray H. Smith, 92, of Medford

Sandra (Fishman) Kolsky, 89, of Swampscott

Murray H. Smith, age 92, of
Medford, passed away on April
18, 2021.
Beloved husband of Rosalyn
(Bereznick) Smith for nearly 66
wonderful years. Devoted father
of Dr. Steven Smith of Newton,
Todd Smith and his wife Jill of
Waterboro, Maine, and Gail
Miller and her husband Bruce of
Colchester, Connecticut. Proud
grandfather of Gabriella, Adina,
Lily, and Ilon Smith, and Aaron
and Samuel Miller.
Murray was born in Malden
on January 16, 1929, to the
late Thomas and Mollie (Gale)
Smith, along with his siblings
Edna, Sidney, Richard, and
Burton. He graduated from
Roxbury Memorial High School
and Boston University School of
Management.
Murray was a U.S. Army vet-

Sandra (Fishman) Kolsky, age
89, of Swampscott, passed away
peacefully on February 25, 2021
at Care Dimensions Hospice
House in Lincoln.
Sandra was the dear daughter of the late Celia and Harry
Fishman, and the loving sister of
the late Janice and brother-inlaw Harold Shadoff.
Sandra met the love of her
life, the late Morty Kolsky, on
Lynn Beach at age 12. After graduating from Lynn Classical High
School in 1950, Sandra went on
to begin her life with her beloved
husband, with whom she shared
57 years of marriage.
Sandra was the devoted
mother to her son Barry Kolsky,
her daughter Leslie Harsip and
her husband Michael, her son
Robert Kolsky and his wife
Cynthia, and her daughter
Robin Dale and her husband
Michael. Sandra’s grandchildren
and great-grandchildren were
her most treasured blessings.
She was “Nana” to her grandchildren Carra, Josh, Hal, Landon,
Danielle, Jordan, Justine, Jen,
Frank, Renee, Alex, Emily, and
Harrison, and “Bubbe” to her
great-grandchildren Max, Talia,
Adriana, and Maddie. She was
“Auntie Sandra” to Neal, Susan,
George, Debbie, Joan, and the

eran of the Korean War. He was
well-known within the advertising community of Greater
Boston, where he was a fixture
in radio sales for many years,
before opening his own advertising agency.
He was a longtime member
of Temple Shalom of Medford.
Murray loved travel, dining out,
and reading, but his greatest
joy was spending time with his
wife, children and grandchildren.
Due to current restrictions,
funeral services were held privately. In lieu of flowers, donations in Murray’s memory may
be made to Temple Shalom
of Medford, 475 Winthrop
St., Medford, MA 02155.
Arrangements were handled
by Brezniak Funeral Directors,
West Newton.

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS
NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING
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73 North Street, Salem, MA ~ 978-744-0871
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82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA ~ 978-922-0517
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late Ronnie Shadoff. She was an
adored cousin to many.
Sandra maintained and cherished many lifelong friendships.
Upon retiring to Florida, Sandra
pursued her passion for fashion by working at a high-end
women’s clothing boutique,
where she befriended many clients and coworkers. After the
passing of her husband, Morty,
she met her companion Dick
Kroll, whom she cherished eight
years with before he passed
in 2017. From gambling at the
slots, island cruises with her
friends, or dressing up to socialize with family and friends,

The Jewish Journal prints
obituaries of up to 200 words
for $100; longer submissions
will be charged accordingly.
Paid obituaries will also be
posted online. Photographs
cost $25 each; emailed photos
should be sent as jpeg or
tiff files. Submissions are
subject to editing for style and
space limitations. For further
information, contact your
local funeral home, or email
andrew@jewishjournal.org.

From
our familySteven
to yours,
LOTS
H. Fox, 53, of Bethesda, Maryland,
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Have
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Steven H. Fox, of Bethesda,
Maryland, passed away suddenly on April 12, 2021 at the
on the north shore
age of 53.
Traditional & Interfaith sections
Steve was the devoted and
Rabbi David Kudan
loving
to Lisa Fox,
PLAN AHEAD &Music
ACT Director
NOW! Bryna Toderhusband
Tabasky
and
proud
and
doting
father
Contact
Rachel Sharon, President
of Jadyn and Nyomi. He was a
davemckenna50@comcast.net
caring, attentive and devoted

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
489 Lowell Street, Peabody
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 FOR SALE 

Family-owned and operated since 1933

Sandra enjoyed life to the fullest.
She loved to dance, whether on
the Lynn JCC dance floor with
Morty in their younger years, or
at family simchas throughout
her life. She took great pleasure
in hosting her family for Jewish
holidays, and handing down
her traditional recipes for all to
enjoy. To know her, was to love
her.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, services were held privately. Following Sandra’s care by
the deeply compassionate and
loving staff at Care Dimensions
Hospice House, donations in
Sandra’s memory can be made
to Care Dimensions, 75 Sylvan
St., Suite B-102, Danvers, MA
01923, or online at www.caredimensions.org.

2 adjoining lots in Sharon Memorial Park
Lot no. 59 – Spaces 1 & 2 – Mt. Carmel
Current price for both $10,200
Asking $5,300 for both (includes transfer fee)
Please call 781-883-9910

son to Joan and Ronald Fox of
Marblehead, and loving brother
to the late Lesley Denny. He was
an adoring son-in-law to Bobbi
and Gary Brecher, and beloved
uncle to numerous nieces and
nephews.
Steve served as managing
partner of VS Strategies and a
leader at Vincente Sederberg
LLP since its formation in 2010.
He was at the forefront of the
cannabis policy reform movement for nearly two decades,
playing pivotal roles in several
major victories at the federal
and state levels. In 2009, he coauthored the book “Marijuana
is Safer: So why are we driving
people to drink”. He was the
lead drafter of Colorado’s historic Amendment 64, which legalized cannabis for adult use, and
he managed all aspects of the
successful campaign behind its
passage and implementation.
With wisdom beyond his years
and a pioneering spirit, Steve
was an “old soul” with a knack
for seeing things in a new light.
He was strongly principled,
deeply emphatic, and fiercely
kind. And despite his usually
soft-spoken and lighthearted
demeanor, his opinions rarely
went unheard and always carried significant weight.
Steve
graduated
from
Marble
head High School. He
received his BA from Tufts
University and his JD from
Boston College Law School. He
leaves behind saddened colleagues and close friends, some
from as far back as elementary
school.
Graveside services were held
on April 14 at Judean Memorial
Gardens in Olney, Maryland.
Arrangements were handled by
Hines-Rinaldi Funeral Home,
LLC under Jewish Funeral
Practices Committee of Greater
Washington Contract.
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Genocide
education bills
from page 1

Bay State, after one passed the
state Senate last year, 40-0, but
then languished in the House
Committee on Ways and Means.
New House and Senate versions are on the docket for this
session. The Senate version
mandates genocide education
for middle and high school
students while setting up a
Genocide Education Trust Fund
and a competitive grant program to help pay for courses,
training, and other resources.
The House bill does much
the same but stops short of a
mandate.
“The unfortunate situation
that happened in Duxbury did
create a lot of interest in the
bill,” said state Senator Michael
Rodrigues, a Westport Democrat
who represents the 1st Bristol
and Plymouth District on the
South Shore, which does not
include Duxbury.
“I think Duxbury shined a
whole new light … on the need
to provide education on the
Holocaust and all other genocides,” Rodrigues said in an
interview. His bill has almost 50
cosponsors, both Republican
and Democratic.
Rodrigues said he does not
think the Duxbury players were
trying to be hateful in using the
terms on the field, but he thinks
they were just ignorant of how
they could be construed.
“I don’t think they did it to be
hurtful of anybody,” he said.
State Representative Josh
Cutler, who represents the 6th
Plymouth District that includes
Hanson, Pembroke, and much
of Duxbury, said he supports the
House bill sponsored by Jeffrey
Roy, a Franklin Democrat. Roy’s
bill has 65 cosponsors and
bipartisan support.
“As time passes and memories fade,” Cutler said in an
email, “I think it becomes even
more important that incidents of genocide such as the
Holocaust be part of our school
curriculum. Education and
awareness are the key, and this
bill gives our local districts both
the tools and the direction to
help accomplish this.”
“We believe genocide education is an important part of
the development of youth,”
said Jeremy Burton, the executive director of the Jewish
Community Relations Council
of Greater Boston. It applies to
students’ civic awareness, moral
health, and consciousness of
an historical event such as the
Holocaust, he said.
Duxbury High’s program of
studies for the 2020-2021 school
year has two courses that would
dovetail with the kind of genocide education the House and
Senate bills are talking about –
Holocaust and Human Behavior
I and Genocide and Human
Behavior II. Both courses are
electives.
Burton said it’s unknown if
any of the Duxbury High football players have taken these
courses.
The Anti-Defamation League
has made genocide education a
legislative priority.
ADL New England has helped
lead a coalition of more than
75 social justice organizations,
faith congregations, and residents who favor genocide education legislation. Members
include Facing History and

Photo: Marblehead Police

Anti-Semitic hate speech was found on the Marblehead Causeway
in July of 2017.

Ourselves, a Brookline nonprofit
that provides resources for educators to combat racism, antiSemitism, and prejudice; the
Armenian National Committee
of Eastern Massachusetts; the
JCRC of Greater Boston; and the
Massachusetts Coalition to Save
Darfur.
Robert Trestan, the ADL’s
regional director, talked about
the need for genocide education
before the Joint Committee on
Education in October 2019.
Trestan testified that a survey
showed 22 percent of millennials had never heard of or were
unsure if they had heard of the
Holocaust. “Only 35 percent of
all Americans know about the
Armenian Genocide,” he said.
“It’s important that this generation and the next generation
understand the significance”
of the Holocaust, Trestan said
in a recent interview. “That is
what is so hurtful and hateful
about Duxbury,” Trestan said.
Auschwitz was a place where
1 million Jews died and yet, he
said, the name was trivialized as
a name for a football play.
A September 2020 survey
conducted by the Conference on
Jewish Material Claims Against
Germany, which aims to provide

a measure of justice for Jewish
Holocaust survivors, found that
in Massachusetts, 35 percent of
millennials (ages 23 to 38) and
Gen Z (ages 7 to 22) “did not
know what Auschwitz was.”
Trestan said the ADL is optimistic a version of the latest bill
will pass given the support it
had in the Senate last session.
Trestan said the legislation
sets up a Genocide Education
Trust Fund, which would be
both publicly and privately
funded with incentives for districts that don’t already have
genocide education. The ADL
has noticed that for the most
part, genocide education in the
state is taught as an elective.
“We want to ensure that all
students get access, not just
schools and students who selfselect,” Trestan said.
State Senator Barry Finegold,
an Andover Democrat who is
Jewish, spoke virtually with
members of the Duxbury High
football team after the play-calling was exposed and is one of
the bill’s cofounders.
He said the bill “is something
we really need to get passed this
term.”
Another cosponsor of both
the House and Senate versions
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Another impetus is the fact that
“we are losing Holocaust survivors.” Tucker said he supports
both the House and Senate versions of the bill.
Other lawmakers also back
genocide education in the Bay
State.
“I think we will take it up
quickly and we will pass it into
law,” said state Senator Brendan
Crighton, a Lynn Democrat
whose district includes Marble
head, Swampscott, Lynn, Saugus,
and Lynnfield. Crighton said
he has visited Yad Vashem, the
World Holocaust Remembrance
Center in Jerusalem, and found
the experience “very emotional
and moving.”
Crighton said it was too early
in the legislative process to see
how the differences in the House
and Senate bill might play out.
Crighton said the differences
between the bills shouldn’t be
too big of an obstacle to be able
to get the legislation over the
finish line.
“The importance of not
forgetting is educating the
next generation of these horrific
events,”
said
state
Representative Tom Walsh, a
Democrat from Peabody, who is
another cosponsor of the House
bill.
“It does keep the events of the
Holocaust so that we don’t forget,” said state Representative
Sally Kerans, a Democrat from
Danvers, about the importance
of teaching students as early as
middle school about the attempt
to exterminate Jews. She said
the late Sonia Weitz, a Holocaust
survivor and Peabody resident
who made educating others
about the Holocaust her life’s
mission, “would say, I think, this
is the right thing to do to put it
in the curriculum and make sure
that it gets taught.”
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is state Representative Lori
Ehrlich, a Jewish member of
the Legislature who represents
Swampscott, Marblehead, and
a portion of Lynn. She said in
an email the bill “is urgently
needed.”
“The Duxbury High incident
is just the latest in a really disturbing rise in anti-Semitism
over the last several years,” she
said.
Ehrlich also noted that a difference between the two proposals is the degree to which each
mandates genocide education.
“While there may be some
differences between the filings, at the end of the day the
strength in numbers of the
cosponsors makes it clear that
there is robust support among
[lawmakers] in both the House
and Senate to pass a version
of the genocide education bill,
including the Senate President.”
Another strong proponent
is state Senate Majority Leader
Cynthia Stone Creem of Newton,
another Jewish member of the
Legislature.
“I do think it should be mandatory,” she said. She said she’s
confident a bill will pass this
session, given its widespread
support.
State Representative Paul
Tucker, a Salem Democrat,
agreed what happened in
Duxbury created awareness
around the need for genocide
education in Massachusetts.
“Absolutely,” said Tucker, a
former Salem police chief who
sits on the ADL’s North Shore
advisory board. “First of all, the
incident in Duxbury was just
beyond words.”
He said “in a very strange
and unwelcome way,” what
happened in Duxbury shined a
spotlight on the need for genocide education in the state.
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Весь мир - Tеатр
Как уже писала Русская
Хроника, карантин, в котором
оказались
все
страны,
особенно т.н. “творческий
карантин”, послужил мощным
катализатором для развития
новых форм театрального
искусства. Потребность в
творчестве оказалась столь
велика,что – как следствие –
возникли онлайн спектакли.
Профессиональные и любительские театральные коллективы поставили перед
собой амбициозные задачи
–
используя
платформу
для виртуальных встреч,
попытаться
воссоздать
волшебство сцены и магию
актерской игры.
Можно сказать с уверенностью,
что
любительскому театру “Andover
Outing Community Theater”
это удалось в полной мере.
Под
руководством
главного
режиссера
Елены
Улановской актеры в условиях
вынужденного
карантина
с
упорством
осваивали
новые приемы виртуального
театрального пространства.
С энтузиазмом труппа
продолжала репетировать,
актеры и режиссер искали
новые способы реализации
творческого
потенциала.
За год Андоверским любительским
театром
было
поставлено 10 зум-спектаклей,
а
недавно
театр
был
приглашен в числе других
театральных коллективов для
участия в Международном
русскоязычном литературносценическом конкурсе одноактных пьес “Весь мир –
театр. Новое слово для сцены,”
который проходит в настоящее
время на интернете.

Елена Улановская

Барри Мильман

Конкурс был организован
в конце 2020 года совместно
с американскими и израильскими
учредителями
–
“Weekend Movie Productions”
(США) и “Издательский дом
Helen Limonova” (Израиль).
В задачи конкурса входило
выявление новых талантов
среди русскоязычных драматургов по всему миру;
создание и развитие новых
форм театра и создание
интеллектуального творческого
пространства
для
драматургов,
театральных
деятелей и зрителей. Много
оригинальных и интересных
пьес на разные темы были
представлены на суд жюри
конкурса. В начале года были
объявлены призеры и названы
театральные
коллективы,
которые должны воплотить
пьесы в жизнь.
В начале апреля актеры
Андоверского театра показали
первый зум-спектакль по
призовой пьесе известного
писателя и драматурга Идо

Светлана Раввина

Илья Ярославский

Нетанияху Муза (в переводе
Даниеля Фрадкина). В ролях
были задействованы Светлана
Раввина, Михаил Гомер и Илья
Ярославский.
Андоверский
театр
также поставил зрелищную
веселую и остроумную зумпьесу в стихах Гостиница А.
Берковича, которая участвует
в конкурсе на приз зрительских
симпатий. Режиссер-постановщик - Светлана Раввина.
Оригинальное использование
виртуальных обоев, яркие
костюмы, и увлекательная
игра актеров передали суть
и атмосферу придорожной
гостиницы с интригами и
тайнами, создав то ощущение
зрелищности,
которого
так не хватает в цифровом
пространстве. В спектакле
были заняты Жанна Шацман,
Барри Милман, Михаил Гомер,
Борис
Акодес,
Дмитрий
Бутусов, Светлана Раввина.
Гостиница
конкурирует
с другими спектаклями в
категории “приз зрительских

Жанна Шацман

Борис Акодес

симпатий” – Окна (А.Казарновский); Симба (Бостонский
автор Дориан Фройм ); Старик
и доктор (Аль Странс).
Израильский театр “Матара” (главный режиссер Александр Каплан) и Московская
Театральная Мастерская под
руководством режиссера Руслана Маликова также ставят
зум-пьесы конкурса.
В среду, 28 апреля, зрители
смогут увидеть зум-спектакль
Кафе на двоих по пьесе
В.Давыдова, постановку которой готовит главный режиссер
театра Елена Улановская.
Елена Улановская сказала,
что “время “карантинного”
виртуального театра кото-рый
принес всем нам – и актерам, и
зрителям – много прекрасных
минут, все же уходит, и мы
снова вернемся в настоящий
театр.”
Улановская уверена, что
этот жанр будет развиваться
и
дальше,
используя
неожиданную форму общения
со зрителем.

Весенняя палитра

Михаил Гомер

Дмитрий Бутусов

За
информацией
как
смотреть спектакли обращайтесь к Елене Улановской
по тел 978-319-5433 или имейл:
elena.ulanovski@gmail.com.

Авторам на
заметку
В этом году Бостонское
издательство
M·Graphics
отмечает 20-летний юбилей.
Основанное в 2001 году
Михаилом Минаевым издательство выпустило более
30 0
книг.
Издательство
предлагает авторам полный
цикл полиграфических работ,
в который входит: корректура
и редактирование рукописи;
создание иллюстраций; дизайн
обложки, профессиональная
вёрстка текста, подготовка
к печати; предоставление
издательских
реквизитов
(номер ISBN и регистрация
в
библиотеке
Конгресса
США – получение LCCN);
профессиональные переводы;
высококачественная печать
книг, журналов, альбомов
любыми тиражами — как в
мягком переплете, так и в
твердой обложке.
Издательство также помогает в изготовлении цифровых
книг (e-book) для чтения на
электронных ридерах.
До 31 июля этого года
издательство
предлагает
20% скидку на любые книги,
которые
продаются
на
сайте. Нужно ввести купон:
MGP20ANN при оформлении
заказа.

English Summary

СОТНИ ОБРАЗЦОВ
МЕМОРИАЛЬНЫХ ПАМЯТНИКОВ
мы осуществаляем дизайн и непосредственное
изготовление памятников
в нашей мастерской без суб-подрядчиков
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В

ыставка картин художницы Тамары
Вольфсон открылась в уютном кафе в
Линне Christopher’s Cafe (2 Lewis Street).
16 новых работ маслом – солнечные,
насыщенные светом и теплом изображения
цветов, букетов и натюрмортов безусловно
порадуют зрителей и подарят хорошее
настроение. А гурманам кафе предлагает разнообразное
меню на завтрак, ланч, вкусный кофе и домашнюю выпечку.
Весна вступает в свои права, и Тамара Вольфсон предвосхитила
ее приход своими яркими картинами.
Вольфсон хорошо известна нашим читателям, ее картины
украшают частные коллекции любителей живописи Северного
Берега, Бостона, а также России и Израиля. А ее фрески
(mural) и росписи можно увидеть в кафе, медицинских офисах и
общественных зданиях в Марблхеде, Сэлеме и Бостоне.
Познакомиться с творчеством художницы можно на сайтах:
http://tamarafinearts.com or www.aplusmurals.com.

In this week’s issue of the
Journal’s Russian Chronicle,
we have a feature on a local
community theater, Andover
Outing Community Theater,
which is participating in the
International Zoom one act
play competition that includes
theaters from Israel and Russia.
We also have information about the art exhibit of
Swampscott artist Tamara
Wolfson who is exhibiting her
paintings at Christopher’s Cafe
in Lynn.
Finally, we have information
about the Boston publishing
house M•Graphics, founded
by a member of the Russianspeaking community 20 years
ago.
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Thelma Kropp Taylor turns 100
PEABODY – Taking a cruise
to Alaska is no small feat, but
Thelma Kropp Taylor did it with
ease, energy, and enthusiasm –
and at age 94. Accompanied
by her children and grandchildren, Thelma was constantly
on the go, urging the group to
take every train and plane side
excursion offered on the trip.
As her son Joe Kropp noted,
“She made sure we were busy
all day long. In truth, she wore
us out!”
Thelma Kropp Taylor, a
resident of Harriett and Ralph
Kaplan Estates Assisted Living
in Peabody, recently celebrated
her 100th birthday. Her zest for
life is very much in evidence.
Born in Manchester, N.H., on
March 10, 1921, Thelma met
her husband, Nathan Kropp,
at the age of 26 at a cousin’s
wedding. It was love at first
sight. Proud parents of sons
Joseph and Steven, the closeknit family enjoyed sports,
trips, and restaurant outings.
Sadly, Nathan passed away in
1959, only 11 years after he
and Thelma were married.
Thelma always valued education, instilling the importance
of school and hard work in Joe
and Steven. Since both her sons
became lawyers, she obviously
taught them well. The three
enjoyed special family times
and bonded over their love of
good food. Joe has fond memories of his mom taking him
and his brother out to dinner
at such beloved Manchester
restaurants as the Puritan and
the 88.
Thelma remarried in 1967 to
Martin Taylor. The family, along
with Martin’s son, Barry, lived
in Peabody where Thelma was
active in the local community. She worked at Filene’s, and

Thelma Kropp Taylor (right, sitting), turned 100 last month. She
credits her longevity to “good genes.”

then Macy’s, well into her 80s.
Thelma enjoyed traveling, most
especially to Europe. At age 60,
Thelma was widowed for a second time, when Martin passed
away in 1978. Thelma continued
to raise her three sons alone,
leading an active and independent life. Thelma lived in the
same house on Alden Road in
Peabody for over 50 years.
When asked the secret to
her good health and longevity,
Thelma was quick to point out
that she was born with “good
genes.” All three of her siblings
lived well into their 90s. Thelma
is also a firm believer in exercise. She drove several times
a week to the Peabody Senior
Center for senior aerobics into
her 90s.
Thelma was a popular figure
at Kaplan Estates even before
becoming
a resident. She
attended Passover Seders there
for many years. As a result, it
was an easy transition when
she decided to move into the

assisted living community five
years ago. “Thelma is beloved
by staff and residents alike,” said
Andrea Hillel, executive director
of Kaplan Estates. “She is such
a warm, personable and caring individual. It’s always such
a pleasure to see her involved
in so many activities. Thelma
can often be found (pre-COVID)
attending art and exercise classes, movies, concerts and Bingo.”
Added Hillel, “Thelma is quick
to offer a kind word or positive
remark. In short, we all adore
her.”
“My mom is truly an amazing woman,” said her son, Joe.
“At age 95, she lived alone, was
extremely independent, and
still driving. Actually, she was
an exceptionally good and
safe driver!” Thelma’s family is
pleased she’s so happy living at
Kaplan Estates. “She has made
many new friends,” said Joe.
“My brother and I know she is
well cared for, active, and happy.
That’s really important to us.”

Tamara Wolfson new paintings on display
The Galleries at LynnArts
(GALA) proudly announce a
new exhibition by artists Tamara
Wolfson, David LaChapelle, and
photographer David Alexander
at Christopher’s Cafe, 2 Lewis
St., Lynn. Patrons can admire 16
new oil paintings of spring flowers and still lifes while enjoying
a quick bite and cup of coffee.
Tamara Wolfson, a Russianspeaking Jewish artist, a native
of Ukraine, and muralist, is well
known on the North Shore and
beyond. The Swampscott resident has volunteered at local
synagogues giving art lessons
to adults and children. She is an
active member of the Russian
Jewish Community Foundation
(RJCF), where she is involved
with the Boston-Sderot Project.

Chris Merken to clerk for
3rd Circuit Court of Appeals
Christopher J. Merken
of Rosemont, Pennsylvania
graduated cum laude from
Villanova University Charles
Widger School of Law in May
2020, where he served on the
Law Review and as president of
the Pro Bono Society.  
He is a grandson of Elaine
Merken of Peabody, formerly
a volunteer proofreader for
the Jewish Journal and longtime teacher at Hillel Academy
in Swampscott, and the late
Henry Merken. He is the son
of Gary Merken, who became a
bar mitzvah at Temple Israel in
Swampscott, graduated from
Swampscott High School, and
went on to become a lawyer.
He was sworn in to the Bar
of the District of Columbia in
its first virtual ceremony in
December, admitted to practice before the 11th Circuit
Court of Appeals, and recently
passed the Pennsylvania bar
examination. Currently clerking for a federal district court
in Alabama, Chris will clerk
for the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals next term before

Christopher J. Merken

entering private practice in the
fall of 2022.
In addition to publishing in
law reviews around the country, Chris also speaks to various groups of aspiring lawyers
and recently judged a national
moot court competition sponsored by Rutgers Law School.

Visit www.jewishjournal.org

HELP WANTED
Traditional Jewish Preschool located
in Peabody. Looking for an
experienced toddler / preschool
teacher with a bachelor’s degree and
3-5 years experience. Must be EEC
certified. Must have strong management skills and a knowledge of
child development. Monday - Friday 8:30a.m. - 2:30p.m.

Please contact Leslie Williams at Lwilliamstbs@gmail.com.

NOW OPEN FOR
INDOOR DINING
Recently, she was commissioned to paint Jerusalem
murals and Psalm 24 in a private
home in Chestnut Hill.

Tamara Wolfson’s art can
be viewed at: http://tamarafinearts.com or www.aplusmurals.com

The Jewish Journal will print your news at no charge:
birth announcements, engagements, weddings, job promotions, special events and
other simchas. Submissions are subject to editing for style and length. Send your
news to rosenberg@jewishjournal.org, subject “People.”
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WE’RE ALMOST THERE …
and you can play an important role in our community
by helping the Jewish Journal raise $200,000 by July 15!
“The greatness of a community is most accurately measured
by the compassionate actions of its members.”
– Coretta Scott King
Dear Readers,
Spring is the season of new beginnings. Fresh buds bloom, animals awaken and our earth comes to life
with vibrant color. There is a feeling of optimism and hope for the future.
Here at the Jewish Journal we are also very optimistic about the future. We are committed to staying a free
paper – publishing and mailing the Journal 30 times a year to more than 10,000 subscribers. Your Jewish
Journal is the largest free Jewish publication in New England, and one of the few remaining such papers
in the U.S. That’s a fact that you can be proud of.
Despite the hardships of this past year, the Jewish Journal has felt the warm hug of our community. With
your support we are rising to the challenge of philanthropists Arthur J. Epstein and Bryna Litchman who
have agreed to donate $100,000 to the Journal once we raise $200,000. This opportunity represents the
largest donation in our 44-year history. We are grateful to them, and to those who have already donated
to this campaign, so that we can make good on our promise to connect the community … now and for
future generations. Monies raised will help expand our content and readership, enhance our website,
connect with an even broader audience on social media, and strengthen our endowment.

We still seek the support of our entire community, so if you have not yet done so, please
consider a gift in the enclosed envelope, or visit www.jewishjournal.org to make a secure
donation online. A gift made at this time will receive special recognition in the Jewish
Journal.
Thank you in advance for your support … we are very appreciative of our great community.

Please mail your tax-deductible donation to:

THE JEWISH JOURNAL
P.O. Box 2089
Salem, MA 01970
Or you may donate online at www.jewishjournal.org,
or by phone at 978-745-4111 x130.

