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MARBLEHEAD – The syna-
gogue of the future may look a 
lot different and very much the 
same when the pandemic pass-
es over. Temples might transi-
tion to a hybrid model, offering 
high-quality online services and 
programs for much of the time, 
with in-person offerings some 
of the time. 

“I suspect that this will 
become part of the new reli-
gious landscape that will be 
very good for some rabbis,” 

said Jonathan Sarna, professor 
of American Jewish History at 
Brandeis University. 

He said during an interview 
on Zoom that the use of vir-
tual technologies embraced by 
shuttered temples during the 
pandemic will change the way 
synagogues hold services, run 
religious schools and conduct 
meetings from now on. He envi-
sions a model in which congre-
gants meet sometimes in per-
son reinforced by regular social 
media check-ins.

“Nobody doubts that across 
the spectrum, Zoom is going to 

make a difference,” Sarna said. 
He sees Zoom being incorporat-
ed into the life of the synagogue. 
And that’s a good thing. 

“When you look at our syna-
gogues, they are actually quite 
nimble and they respond to 
change more quickly than most 
institutions because it’s usually 
just the rabbi and the leader-
ship; they can move very, very 
quickly,” Sarna said. “They are 
like little startups.”

Rabbi David Meyer of Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead said 
no one really knows what the 
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SALEM – Veteran Israeli actor Dov Glickman’s por-
trayal of the stern, bearded, cholent-loving Rabbi 
Shulem Shtisel in the hit Netflix series “Shtisel” gets two 
thumbs up from the ultra-Orthodox, he says.

“Shtisel” portrays Haredi life in the Geula neigh-
borhood in the heart of Jerusalem. With its many plot 
twists centered around love and loss, Glickman says life 
there is like that in any other neighborhood, only it’s set 
against the backdrop of strict religious observance.

“Unbelievable, they loved it, you know,” Glickman 
said of the hit show from Tel Aviv via Zoom during a 
Lappin Foundation fundraiser for its Youth to Israel 
Adventure on Sunday, April 25, with 365 participants 
online. 

“The feedback I got from the Orthodox world in Israel, 
they just loved it because it’s not National Geographic 
about Haredi,” Glickman said. “It’s just really about how 
are they as human beings.”

Glickman said some of the feedback can feel strange 
at times.

He described being at a Haredi wedding when a rabbi 
came up to him and observed: “You know, I must tell 
you, you are too tough with your child, too tough.”

“So, I told him, ‘But, do you see what troubles does 
he make me?’ and he says, ‘Yes, but you don’t have to be 
always right. You have to be smart, sometimes.’ So, then 
I told him — I thought we were joking together so I told 
him, ‘You know it’s a series, it’s a script.’”

“He says, ‘Yes, yes, yes, I know, I know, but you don’t 
have always to say the lines they wrote you,’” chuckled 
Glickman. 

The ultra-Orthodox love “Shtisel” more than any 
other production about religious Jews in Israel, even 
though they are not supposed to watch TV or have the 
internet, Glickman said.

“It’s very strange, they see it, you know. They watch 
it, I don’t know how, in phones sometimes, in kosher 
phones or kosher laptops or kosher TV, or whatev-
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AREA SYNAGOGUES GRAPPLE  
WITH ‘NEW COMFORT ZONES’

“I do know that the live streaming services and the ability to stream classes, meetings and other gather-
ings online has been a great success through this challenging time,” said Rabbi David Meyer of Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead.

Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

ABINGTON – On the day racist and anti-Semitic graffiti was dis-
covered on a remote path of the former South Weymouth Naval Air 
Station on the morning of April 27, the Anti-Defamation League of 
New England flagged its report saying anti-Semitic incidents in the 
region are down in 2020 from 2019. 

While that may be due in part to the pandemic, with schools and 
campuses and other places closed for much of the year, the number 
of incidents was still at “historically high levels,” the report stated. 

In a coincidence to the timing of the ADL’s report, on May 2, Tufts 
University President Tony Monaco reported two incidents of hate on 
campus during the past week: A large swastika painted on the Bello 
Field shed found by one of the college’s athletic teams, and a verbal 
assault from a passing car of several Asian students walking along 
Professors Row. The university’s police department is investigating 
the incidents.

Hate graffiti found at 
Tufts, and in Abington; 
ADL releases new 
report on anti-Semitism

Courtesy photo
Anti-Semitic hate speech was discovered last week in Abington. 

Dov Glickman says ‘Shtisel’ a hit among Haredi

Veteran Israeli actor Dov Glickman, who portrays Rabbi
Shulem Shtisel in the Netflix series “Shtisel,” took part
in a Lappin Foundation fundraiser on Zoom.
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With breathtaking public spaces, spacious private apartments and carefully landscaped 
grounds, Waterstone communities surround residents with elegance inside and out. This sense 
of style is matched only by the engaging programs and expert support residents enjoy daily. 

Waterstone senior communities. Now this is home.

781.810.8793  |  ExploreWaterstoneLiving.com

BOSTON LEXINGTON  
OPENING SUMMER 2022

WELLESLEY 

Greater Boston’s Premier 62-and-Over Luxury Rental Communities

Independent Living | Supportive Care | Assisted Living | Memory Care at Bridges®

EOEA certification pending
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Mill River Consulting
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Notice a Change in Mom or Dad?
Cohen Florence Levine Estates and 

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan Estates Assisted Livings
can be exactly what you need.

We will give your loved one warmth, support, 
comfort and companionship. 

Call or email us today!

201 Captains Row, Chelsea, MA 02150                                                                            240 Lynnfield Street, Peabody, MA 01960

Email Kristen Donnelly at 
kdonnelly@chelseajewish.org

or call 617-887-0826
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or call 978-854-1812 
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Kosher Dietary Laws Observed
Glatt Kosher Meat Available

We Have the Best Deli & Smoked Fish Party Platters!

LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI

Catering
by Tevya

474 Lowell St., Peabody (978-535-6449) (FAX 978-535-6816)
Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Mass.
Visit our website: www.levineskoshermkt.com

FROM OUR DELI DEPT

SMOKED 
TURKEY BREAST 

$10.99 lb

CHICKEN 
LEGS
$3.49 lb

STEAK  
TIPS 

Great for the grill

$8.99 lb

NEW YORK 
STEAK 
Great for the grill

$8.99 lb
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SWAMPSCOTT – The Rev. Dr. Andre 
Bennett, pastor of youth and young adults 
at Zion Baptist Church in Lynn, said he 
was not lost when police in several tony 
North Shore suburbs pulled him over last 
year.

Bennett was out front with the Black 
Lives Matter movement, community 
organizing and racial justice in 2020. 

“But I’ve been pulled over in 
Swampscott. I’ve been pulled over 
in Marblehead. I’ve been pulled over 
in Beverly. I’ve been pulled over in 
Manchester-by-the-Sea in 2020, and 
asked in all of these incidents one single 
question: ‘Are you lost?’ OK. I didn’t stop 
a police officer to ask for directions. I’ve 
been pulled over and asked these ques-
tions: ‘Are you lost? Do you need help with 
something?’ OK. That’s the reality of the 
North Shore in 2020.”

His being stopped because he is Black 
is just one of the examples Bennett gave 
in talking about racial and social injustice 
at a local level during the third install-
ment of the virtual speaker series hosted 
by the Tzedek LaKol: Justice for All ini-
tiative at Congregation Shirat Hayam in 
Swampscott.

“We Shall Not Be Silent: Conversations 
on Race,” previously heard from former 
Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick 
and Rav Tiferet Berenbaum of Temple 
Beth Zion in Brookline. 

On April 27, Bennett spoke via Zoom to 
an audience of 175 about the local impact 
of racial justice in a nearly hour-long talk 
moderated by former Vermont lawmaker 
Jerry Kreitzer of Winthrop, who belongs to 
Shirat Hayam. 

Bennett serves as president of the 
Essex County Community Organization, 
which is made up of 39 congregations and 
the North Shore Labor Council.

Bennett said he gets pulled over 
because he is told it looks like he is not 

from the area. 
“I don’t know, Jerry,” Bennett said, 

“what it looks like. I couldn’t look at you 
and tell you what area you look like you 
belong to … That’s not the training that 
I have. And if that is the training that our 
police department has, then that in and of 
itself is a major, major issue.”

Bennett outlined for viewers his path 
to North Shore. He came to the United 
States 12 years ago from Jamaica. It was 
supposed to be an 18-month stay after 
his wife at the time had been recruited by 
an organization looking for special educa-
tion teachers. Bennett joined her in the 
United States with their kids with plans to 
return to Jamaica.

“Twelve years later I’m having this 
conversation with you from here in the 
United States,” Bennett said of his jour-
ney. “I didn’t go home.”

It was about two weeks after he arrived 
that for the first time he was made to feel 
like a Black man in America after an inter-
action with a police officer.

“And the way in which I was treated 
and spoken to, I realized that this could 
not just be the ordinary,” Bennett said.

The terms of his visa limited his ability 
to work, but required he be in school and 
do community service. 

He began working at a hospice in 
Middleton, and became involved in the 
Follow Hymn interfaith choir, which 

introduced him to the Lynn community. 
Bennett, who has a deep respect for 

police as his mother was an assistant 
superintendent of police in Jamaica, 
came to the U.S. having completed two 
bachelor’s degrees, in education and busi-
ness administration, and he was in the 
first year of a master’s program. But when 
he came to the U.S., he had to start over. 

He registered for classes at North Shore 
Community College and took a certifi-
cate program in developmental disabili-
ties. He won a scholarship from North 
Shore for an associate’s degree and went 
on to the University of Massachusetts 
Lowell, where he completed his master’s 
degree and his Doctor of Education. He 
was also elected to serve on the board 
of The American Baptist Churches of 
Massachusetts.

“And I remember my first meeting, 
there was a committee that I served on 
called … Discipleship Development 
Training Ministry, and I walked in the 
room in Groton, Mass.,” said Bennett. 
“I walked in the room and everybody 
around the table was introducing them-
selves and they were all reverend doctors, 
they were all white men.” The youngest 
person there was about 55. 

“And I thought to myself, my God, if 
I am to stand a chance in the American 
Baptist Churches, I’ve got to step my 
game up,” Bennett said. He applied to 

seminary while he studying at UMass and 
he completed his doctorate in education, 
doctorate in theology and doctorate in 
ministry simultaneously. 

He said he came from Jamaica, a deep-
ly conservative, mostly Christian nation, 
with the notion that politics and ministry 
shouldn’t mix. 

When he started at Zion Baptist Church 
10 years ago, the first thing he declared 
from the pulpit was that he was not going 
to entertain the race conversation. 

“What a fool I was, now that I look 
back on it,” Bennett said. His son turned 
6 shortly after they came to America, and 
Bennett said his son began having night-
mares about some of the interactions he 
had with police while driving. Mothers 
at church would talk to him about how 
their sons would be arrested for what 
seemed like shoplifting. He started to 
realize through these “aha moments” that 
the work of social justice is not political, 
it’s sacred. 

“And I’m thinking to myself … How am 
I going to be preparing people for heaven 
when they are living in hell, literal hell 
here on Earth?” Bennett said. 

Kreitzer said Bennett talks about how 
one needs to have a personal reckoning 
regarding the inequities of race.

“Without question, we have to look 
inside before we can look outside,” 
Kreitzer said.

“It’s a hard thing to do,” Bennett said, 
“It’s a very hard thing to do. In essence, 
what I’m asking you to do, Jerry, and those 
other people who are joining this webinar 
… what I’m asking you to do is to step 
outside everything that you know to be 
true and comfortable to yourself. That’s 
what I’m asking you to do, and to see the 
world through the eyes of those who are 
suffering discrimination, and ‘otherism’ 
and oppression.”

Tzedek LaKol planned to meet virtu-
ally with the congregation on May 3 to 
seek ways to move from conversation to 
action.

Rev. Bennett asks Shirat Hayam’s viewers to step outside 
themselves when thinking about racial injustice

The Rev. Dr. Andre Bennett Jerry Kreitzer
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When Springfield College 
senior Kristian Rhim learned 
that his school had award-
ed an honorary degree to the 
late International Olympic 
Committee head Avery 
Brundage, Rhim felt that it was 
time to reconsider the award 
because of Brundage’s history 
of anti-Semitism, sexism and 
racism. Ultimately, at the end 
of March, the college Board 
of Trustees voted through an 
executive committee to revoke 
Brundage’s honorary degree.

“I’m really happy and proud 
of the college for moving so 
swiftly,” said Rhim, who is a 
student member of the Board of 
Trustees as well as a four-year 
varsity athlete in track and pres-
ident of the Men of Excellence 
Club.

“It was brought to the presi-
dent in early March and the 
degree was revoked at the end 
of the month,” Rhim said. “I’m 
pretty happy and proud to be a 
part of Springfield College.”

Reflecting on Brundage, he 
said, “I think it’s just sad … I 
will not say I’m not surprised … 
I’m just upset that people have 
so much power to do the right 
thing and it’s so disappointing 
to see people often choose to do 
the complete opposite of that.”

Brundage’s decades-long 
relationship with the Olympics 
included being the head of 
the U.S. Olympic Committee 
before his elevation to the head 
of the IOC. His tenure in both 
posts included controversial 
moments in Olympic history.

For example, Rhim cited 

the 1936 Summer Olympics 
in Berlin, which at that point 
in time was the capital of Nazi 
Germany. Then-USOC head 
Brundage opposed a boycott of 
the Games despite Nazi oppres-
sion of German Jews, and 
claimed that it was a Jewish-
Communist effort that aimed to 
keep the U.S. out of the Games 
that year.

Brundage, Rhim said, did not 
want “Jews to use the Games 
as a war against Nazism. In 
the same Olympics, [the U.S.] 
benched two American Jewish 
sprinters [from a relay event].”

In the 1968 Summer Olym-

pics in Mexico City, two Black 
athletes from the U.S. – Tommie 
Smith and John Carlos – gave the 
Black Power salute after finish-
ing 1-2 in the 200 meters, with 
Peter Norman, the Australian 
athlete who finished third, 
showing solidarity with their 
social-justice organization, the 
Olympic Project for Human 
Rights. Brundage, by then the 
head of the IOC, pressured the 
U.S. to take action against both 
American athletes.

“Brundage told the U.S. that 
he would ban it from competi-
tion if Smith and Carlos were 
not shortly banned from the 

Games,” Rhim said.
Brundage’s final Olympics as 

IOC head were also marked by 
controversy: the 1972 Summer 
Games in Munich, in which 
terrorists from the Palestinian 
organization Black September 
took hostages from the Israeli 
team, resulting in the deaths of 
11 hostages.

Rhim said that Brundage 
also discriminated in favor of 
men against women at Olympic 
events.

It was a talk at Springfield 
College by former Olympic gold 
medalist Smith that sparked 
Rhim’s initiative to have the 
college reconsider its honorary 
degree to Brundage.

“[Smith] spoke about how 
racist [Brundage was], describ-
ing him as a bad person,” Rhim 
recalled.

A Springfield College alum-
nus, Dr. Donald Brown of 
the Class of 1969, subse-
quently passed information 
on to Rhim that Brundage 
may have received an honor-
ary degree from the college. 
Rhim researched the matter. 
As it turns out, the college had 
awarded Brundage an honorary 
master of physical education 
degree in 1940. Rhim reached 
out to the college president, Dr. 
Mary-Beth Cooper.

“The college does a lot of 
work with diversity and inclu-
sion,” Rhim said. “This was 
something we had to do if 
we were committed to it. She 
moved the ball forward.”

Citing his role on the Board 
of Trustees, Rhim said, “We dis-
cussed how to move forward. I 
found more research into what 
specifically happened, more 
examples of his discrimina-
tion.”

The Board of Trustees voted 
to revoke Brundage’s degree on 
March 30.

“The College’s Honorary 
Degree Committee, comprised 
of the provost, deans, a faculty 
representative, and a student 
representative, investigated 
Springfield College commu-
nity complaints regarding 
Brundage’s statements … and 
recommended to the Board 
of Trustees that it be revoked 
given the antisemitic, racist, 
and sexist behavior in words 
and actions Brundage displayed 
finding that his conduct was 
inconsistent with the values of 
Springfield College,” Cooper 
said in a statement.

Rhim said that a tragedy 
from earlier in life in his home 
city of Philadelphia impacted 
his interest in social justice. A 
friend and former competitor 
in track was shot and killed the 
day he was scheduled to leave 
for college at Penn State. Rhim 
reflected on the loss of his friend 
in an article for a local news site 
he interned at, Billy Penn.

“I used data [to show] it was 
not isolated in this country,” 
Rhim said. “Young Black men 
like me hope we’re not next.”

Rhim has continued to look 
at the intersection of sports 
and social justice as an under-
graduate, including through a 
podcast, “Liberty, Justice and 
Ball,” with one of his profes-
sors, Marty Dobrow. They have 
interviewed basketball Hall 
of Famers such as Grant Hill, 
Bob Cousy and most recently 
Spencer Haywood. The podcast 
is done with the Basketball Hall 
of Fame, which is also based 
in Springfield and reflects the 
city’s role in the founding of the 
sport, as well as of the YMCA. 
He will intern at the Boston 
Globe this summer.

“I want to leave a legacy here, 
making an impact in a positive 
way,” Rhim said.

■  CARING FOR OUR PATIENTS IN THE 
SAFEST ENVIRONMENT POSSIBLE:
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of both our staff and patients by installing 
a state-of-the-art air purifying system that will 
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virus every 90 seconds.

■  COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL CLINIC:
We are able to care for all your oral health needs. Whether it’s as simple 
as a cleaning and exam or designing the smile of your dreams, Dr. Michael 
Faynzilberg and his exceptional staff will custom tailor care to each patient 
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■  MODERN DIGITAL APPROACH:
No more uncomfortable bad tasting impressions. No more waiting weeks for 
your new caps (crowns), veneers and restorations to be fi nished while wearing 
less esthetic and less comfortable temporaries. Using the latest in digital 
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Alan Pierce, Susan McDonald, Daniel Napolitano

Pierce, Pierce
& Napolitano

attorneys at law

4 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – MAY 6, 2021 

Student spurs Springfield College to revoke  
former Olympic head’s honorary degree 

Kristian Rhim, who runs track for Springfield 
College, provided information that led to the col-
lege revoking Avery Brundage’s honorary degree.  

Photo: Wikipedia
Avery Brundage addresses the media at the London 
Olympics, 1948. 

http://www.ppnlaw.com
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What is your Jewish background?
My family was pretty active in the Jewish com-

munity, mainly in Peabody. My dad was born and 
raised in Peabody and lived there for his entire life, 
and at different points in time he was the director 
of the Peabody JCC and then he was on the board 
for Temple Ner Tamid, and he had a short tenure 
as president of the Jewish Federation of the North 
Shore. We went to Temple Ner Tamid, my brother 
and I both went to Cohen Hillel Academy, and I per-
sonally was very active in Young Judaea, which is a 
Zionist youth leadership organization. And my fam-
ily had Shabbat dinner every Friday night, normally 
with my grandparents as well; occasionally with an 
aunt or uncle. That was really special to me growing 
up and makes up some of my fondest memories. 
Now, I live in Australia, and there are few Jews here, 
so my partner Saul and I are pretty well on our own 
for most of that. We do try to celebrate the bigger 
Jewish holidays – I have one friend in the entire 
region that I live that’s Jewish, so she’ll come over 
and we’ll have Pesach, or Rosh Hashanah or things 
like that.

Did Judaism influence your interest in 
wildlife?

After I graduated from college, I moved to Israel 
for a year and worked in Israel’s National Wildlife 
Hospital just outside of Tel Aviv. They take in all 
wildlife injuries and treat over 3,000 wildlife patients 
every year, and I was a veterinary assistant there for 
a year. But I constantly saw the same injuries com-
ing into the clinic caused by humans, so every por-
cupine would have the same injuries because each 
one was always trapped in a box trap so that they 
wouldn’t eat vegetables that a farmer might be grow-
ing, or certain bird species would land on the same 
uncovered powerlines, and have electrocution dam-
age, so that really got me frustrated with human-
induced injuries. It might be a bit coincidental, but 
of my current small research group, a large number 

of us are Jewish, which is very interesting, because 
there’s not many Jews in Australia. So, there’s obvi-
ously something about compassionate conservation, 
which really focuses on advancing conservation 
practice that extends compassion and empathy to 
all of the other beings on the planet. There must be 
some kind of link between that and the Jewish tradi-
tion or values of tikkun olam. 

Can you talk more about your Ph.D 
research in socioecology? 

My research investigates how humans relate to 
nature, how we view ourselves as part of nature, and 
how our relationship with nature drives the way we 
make decisions in conservation, and the way we 
treat others. From a more philosophical approach, 
my research looks at how the language we use can 
influence the way we make decisions, so if we label 
something a pest, for example, we are removing its 
moral status, and therefore we can use that to justify 
doing harm. When we renegotiate our position in 
nature and view ourselves as part of nature rather 
than as above it, how does that change the way we 
conserve biodiversity? My more applied research is 
looking at methods to encourage cohabitation with 
wildlife, or sharing space with wildlife, specifically on 
food production landscapes. I just happen to work 
on sheep farms a lot, where we take this framing 
of viewing ourselves as part of nature and viewing 
nature as morally significant, and figure out what 
tools we can use so humans can do what they need 
to do while understanding that the space that we 
have also provides for other beings, not just us. In 
general, what I really learned from my own research 
and what I try to encourage to others is to really 
interrogate the norms that we rely on, so when we 
say that animal is a ‘pest,’ what does that mean, and 
what are we saying when we use that type of dismis-
sive, denigrating language? And we see it not only 
with the animals, we see it with humans. When you 
look at what they call the “immigration crisis” by 
saying, ‘there’s a crisis,’ it means there’s something 
wrong. By calling people ‘illegal,’ we use those terms 
so we don’t need to treat them as human, so we don’t 
need to treat them as persons.

Millennials: Esty Yanco, 29

Esty Yanco

Hebrew name: Esther

Job: Ph.D. candidate in socioecology; owner of a small sour-
dough baking business

Hometown: Peabody

Currently living in: Bargara, Queensland, Australia

Alma maters: Cohen Hillel Academy ‘05, Peabody Veterans 
Memorial High School ‘09, Dartmouth College ‘13, Tufts 
University Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine ‘16, 
University of Technology Sydney ‘21

Favorite food: Anything dessert, sourdough challah

Favorite movies: Nature documentaries

Favorite TV shows: “War on Waste”

Favorite books: Anything by Wally Lamb

Favorite travel destination: Malaysia

Somewhere you’d like to go next: New Zealand

Favorite Jewish person not in your family: Rosalind 
Franklin

Favorite Jewish holiday: Purim (I love baking haman-
taschen)

Favorite North Shore spot: Bearskin Neck, Rockport 
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Anti-Semitism has been a constant in 
Greater Boston for years. Increasingly, it is 
taking place in our schools and within our 

local governments. 
Three of the most disturbing cases involving 

paid municipal officials were made public in 
the last six months: In late December of 2020, 
Marblehead Police announced that a patrolman 
allegedly carved a swastika into the paint of a 
fellow police officer’s car in the summer of 2019 
– some 18 months before. The officer who was 
suspected of scratching the swastika resigned, 
and the police chief announced that the town 
had hired a firm to “conduct a holistic finding 
of fact so that we can learn all of the facts of this 
incident and include it in our training programs.” 
Nearly six months later, no report has been 
released on the investigation.  

In February of this year, a Lowell School 
Committee member called a former city employ-
ee an anti-Semitic slur on live TV. “I hate to say 
it but that’s what people used to say behind his 
back,” Robert Hoey said on the program, sug-
gesting that others in the school system also used 
the slur. Hoey resigned days later (he recently 
announced plans to run for the Lowell City 
Council), and some city officials said that hate 

speech and anti-Semitism would no longer be 
tolerated in the city. “In the days ahead, we must 
collectively commit to the ongoing work of engag-
ing in courageous conversations – and truly bind 
together as a community to eradicate all forms 
of anti-Semitism, racism, anti-immigrant senti-
ment and biased-based conduct,” said Lowell 
Superintendent Joel Boyd. More than two months 
after the slur, no further information on “engaging 
in courageous conversations” has been released. 

On March 12, during a game against Plymouth 
North, the Duxbury Football team used the word 
“Auschwitz” while calling a play. The incident was 
reported by the Plymouth North team to Duxbury 
and after 10 days, the Duxbury coach was fired. 
The school district announced that it had hired a 
firm to investigate the incident. But a spokesperson 
for the town later said it was unclear if any of the 
investigator’s final report would be made public. 

The public deserves better from these com-
munities. If a community can grow from hurt-
ful events like these, its elected officials and 
top school leaders need to be transparent with 
residents. Otherwise, more hate will continue 
with perpetrators aware that confronting anti-
Semitism and hate speech is not a priority for 
community leaders. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Senate recently voted 
to keep the U.S. embassy in 
Jerusalem, a move I enthusiasti-
cally supported. This move was 
initiated by the Trump admin-
istration in 2017. Promised by 
previous administrations but 
never executed, the move finally 
brought the embassy to its right-
ful home in the Israeli capital 
city of Jerusalem from Tel Aviv. 

The recent vote saw 97 sena-
tors voting in the affirmative 
with three voting in the nega-
tive, a rare occurrence in this 
deeply partisan climate. Much 

to my disappointment, one of 
the senators voting in the neg-
ative was the senior senator 
from Massachusetts, Elizabeth 
Warren. While speaking at an 
April 19 J Street conference, 
Senator Warren also recently 
called for regulating U.S. aid to 
Israel, saying its usage should be 
restricted. 

These recent actions tell me 
that Senator Warren’s views cer-
tainly do not reflect my views 
on U.S. policy toward Israel nor 
do I believe they reflect those 
of most of the Jewish people 

in the Commonwealth. Israel is 
America’s greatest ally in this 
region of the world and any pol-
icy the U.S. takes to weaken her 
is not in our best interest. 

The Jewish community, 
its leaders and all citizens of 
Massachusetts who believe that 
a strong independent State of 
Israel, a world leader in innova-
tion, is in the best interest of the 
United States should speak out 
against the way Senator Warren 
is representing us. 

Jim Shainker
Wakefield

Warren’s position on Israel is out of touch with her constituents

It is necessary to reflect on 
last year’s horrible vandalism 
of the UMass Amherst Hillel so 
we can assess the atmosphere 
from which it emerged and call 
attention to the lack of action 
and accountability it yielded. 

In late April of 2020, on 
the morning of Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, the Jewish 
community was horrified to see 
that they were the victim of an 
egregious act of hate. The word 
“Palestine” was spray-painted 
on the main facade of the house 
of worship and Jewish living on 
campus. This boldfaced con-
flation of political views and 
religious expression cannot be 
ignored. The Jewish community 
was being targeted in the name 
of geopolitics. 

It has been one year since 
the vandalism at Hillel, and 
many in the Jewish commu-
nity at UMass Amherst still feel 
afraid of rising anti-Semitism. 
While we greatly appreci-
ate the university administra-
tion for speaking out against 
this hatred, we need tangible 
actions to help Jewish stu-
dents feel safe. In order to be 
an ally to the Jewish commu-

nity, people of all faiths have 
to learn what anti-Semitism is, 
not just at the explicit level, 
but at the implicit internalized 
level. Anti-Semitism is an age-
old hatred that simply cannot 
be combated by learning about 
the Holocaust in one unit in 
high school. 

The International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) 
has created a comprehensive 
definition of anti-Semitism that 
provides a framework for peo-
ple to begin to confront their 
internalized biases. Though this 
definition is not legally binding 
and does not curb an individu-
al’s freedom of speech, UMass 
should adopt it. This would 
convey the administration’s 
commitment to supporting the 
Jewish community and to com-
bating hatred. 

Universities across the U.S. 
are adopting IHRA to fight 
anti-Semitism. Even towns and 
sports leagues have adopted 
the definition in support of 
the Jewish community. UMass 
should follow their lead. 

Ben Alvarez-Dobrusin  
and Noam Borensztajn

Amherst

Holocaust Remembrance Day vandalism  
at UMass Amherst: One year later

It’s bad enough Massachu-
setts Senator Elizabeth Warren 
is ranked in the bottom half of 
the least effective U.S. Senators 
(27 out 45 Democrats, “Center 
for Effective Lawmaking”), or 
wasted two years in a failed 
campaign for president.

In her April 19 J Street speech, 
Warren suggested that the U.S. 
condition military aid to force 
Israel to achieve a “Two-State 
Solution.” The endgame is the 
elimination of Israel – a liber-
al democracy, a strategic U.S. 
ally, and the main impediment 
of a homicidal, genocidal, and 
fanatical regime in Tehran. Her 
positions on Israel are more 
radical than the Saudis or the 
Egyptians.

Warren never mentions that 
achieving this “solution” would 
require Israel to make grievous 
territorial concessions. 

We have seen this movie 
before in 2005, when Israel 
handed Gaza to the Palestinians 
only to see rockets raining 
down on civilians throughout 
southern Israel for more than 
a decade. They fail to ever 
acknowledge the fact that the 
Palestinian Authority spends 
more than $150 million annu-
ally to pay stipends to terrorists 
that kill Israelis and Americans. 
Or that they indoctrinate chil-
dren in their schools to hate 
both Israelis and Americans, or 
that they have rejected every 
comprehensive peace deal they 

have ever been offered (or given 
even the slightest recognition of 
the landmark Abraham Accords 
that achieved more to stabilize 
peace in the region in the last 
30 years). 

None of these facts fit the 
narrative.

What is unconscionable is 
her ongoing continued support 
and lack of condemnation by 
both Jewish organizations and 
mainstream politicians. At some 
point all this lunacy needs to 
end if any true progress can be 
made, the Middle East includ-
ed. The Jewish community and 
all the voters in Massachusetts 
deserve so much better.  

Ed Price
Nahant 

Elizabeth Warren and the Two-State Solution 
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By David M. Shribman
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

The news was a jolt for a 
country settled by colo-
nists seeking religious 

freedom, established as a repub-
lic by founders who included 
religion in the very first amend-
ment in the Bill of Rights, argu-
ably was saved by a president 
who employed Biblical allusions 
in his Civil War speeches, and 
today is governed by the second 
chief executive to be a regular 
attendee at Catholic Mass: 

For the first time since Gallup 
began examining the ques-
tion 80 years ago, a majority of 
Americans no longer belong to 
a house of worship.

A jolt, to be sure. But the 
reaction in the Jewish commu-
nity might well be summarized 
briskly: Been there, done that.

The Pew Research Center’s 
Portrait of Jewish Americans, 
published nearly eight years 
ago, found that only 39 percent 
of the country’s Jews lived in a 
household where at least one 
person belongs to a synagogue. 

There has been a yeasty 
debate among scholars and 
Jewish leaders about every ele-
ment of American Jewish life 
rendered in statistics – how to 
count how many Jews there are 
in the country, how to account 
for different aspects of Jewish 
identification – but a demo-
graphic group that for the most 
part prizes its position in the 
mainstream of the country is 
not completely immune to 
broader national trends. 

Indeed, as David Campbell, 
the Notre Dame University 
scholar widely regarded among 
the preeminent experts in 
American religious life, put it 
in an interview, “The story for 
American Jews is complicated. 
Many do not think of themselves 

as religious but they retain their 
Jewish identity.”

True enough. At the same 
time, one of the great debates 
in modern American Jewish life 
– and one of the great but por-
tentous unknowns – involves 
the future of formal synagogue 
membership and, by extension, 
the economic model of the con-
temporary synagogue. 

A great unknown, but one 
with enormous implications. 

Consider Gen Z Jews, gen-
erally defined as people born 
between 1997 and 2015. This 
group accounts for about 10 
percent of the Jewish pop-
ulation, according to the 
respected American Jewish 
Population Project at Brandeis 
University, which identified 
one of the largest Z clusters in 
the nation (12,000 people) to 
be in Cambridge and Newton. 
How these young Americans 
approach synagogue life – and 
whether they assume a secular 
posture – will help shape the 
profile of Jews in the country 

and the destiny of brick-and-
mortar synagogues themselves 
far into the future. 

“Jews are very much like other 
Americans, with an erosion of 
affiliation,” said Campbell, who 
along with Geoffrey C. Layman 
of Notre Dame and John 
C. Green of the University of 
Akron, published the influen-
tial book “Secular Surge: A New 
Fault Line in American Politics” 
(Cambridge University Press) in 
January. “There is an increasing 
number of Americans who are 
truly secular. It is not only that 
they are not religious. It is also 
that they define themselves – 
they think of themselves – as 
secular. But at the same time, 
there also are ‘religious secular-
ists,’ people who think about 
the world in secular terms but 
who retain a vestige of religious 
identity and in some cases are 
actually connected to a religious 
community.”

Two elements – indicators, 
you might say – bear watching 
for their influence on the future 

of American institutional Jewish 
life.

One is the future of Conserv-
ative Judaism. Jonathan Sarna, 
the prominent professor of 
Jewish history at Brandeis, has 
pointed out that membership 
in the Conservative movements 
has dropped by about half since 
1970 and he offers a poignant 
explanation: As a movement in 
the middle – between Orthodox 
and Reform – Conservative 
Judaism is vulnerable to the 
same fate as political modera-
tion in a broader culture divided 
by left and right. 

Which is to say: “The hardest 
place to be is the middle.”

But like all broad trends, the 
generalizations obscure specific 
local examples. Listen, for exam-
ple, to Rabbi Michael Ragozin 
of Congregation Shirat Hayam, 
in Swampscott, the product of 
the 2005 merger of two impor-
tant North Shore synagogues, 
Temple Israel and Temple Beth 
El:

“My perspective is very local, 
but for us here in Swampscott, 
it’s not a problem. We decided 
that our approach to Jewish life 
would be authentic to what we 
are and draws from what is best 
from the Jewish tradition. We 
are not unwilling to use musical 
instruments on Shabbat, and we 
didn’t wait for the Conservative 
movement’s approval to have 
services on Zoom. It’s hard to get 
it right in the business of spiri-
tual life. My goal is to serve the 
Jewish people and not to serve a 
Jewish institution. I worry about 
what works for the people.”

The second indicator is the 
trend of synagogues to abandon 
the model of annual dues and to 
ask congregants to contribute an 
amount they believe is appropri-
ate and comfortable. A decade 
ago, fewer than 10 synagogues 
pursued this approach. Now the 

figure is around 100, including, 
among others, Congregation 
Shirat Hayam, Temple Emanu-
El of Marblehead, Temple 
Ahavat Achim of Gloucester and 
Chabad of the North Shore.

“The reason for this success 
is that this is more in keeping 
with a relational model between 
congregant and institution,” 
said Rabbi Daniel Judson of 
Hebrew College in Newton, 
who has conducted a study on 
this phenomenon. “People feel 
when they are told what to do 
it feels like it is a club or a gym. 
But when they are invited to 
determine for themselves how 
much to give, they have a deep-
er relationship. It seems like an 
institution they are committing 
themselves to.”

Indeed, the research spon-
sored by Synergy, a division of 
UJA-Federation of New York 
focused on helping synagogues 
thrive, found that “the positive 
cultural impact of the change 
is as important as the financial 
ramifications.”

The Synergy study found that 
synagogues pursuing the volun-
tary dues model were on aver-
age drawing more families and 
bringing in more money – not 
a huge amount, but something 
along the lines of a 2 percent 
increase in revenue. That may 
not be Wall Street returns, but it 
may assure that when it comes 
to Gen Z and other Jews, they 
may return to synagogue after 
all.

David M. Shribman, who 
teaches American politics at 
McGill University’s Max Bell 
School of Public Policy in 
Montreal, is executive editor 
emeritus of the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette. He led the newspaper’s 
coverage of the Tree of Life syna-
gogue shooting that won the 
Pulitzer Prize.

“We decided that our approach to Jewish life would be authentic to 
what we are and draws from what is best from the Jewish tradition,” 
says Rabbi Michael Ragozin, left.  

America is growing more secular. That doesn’t mean 
we’re not religious

By Michael Widlanski 
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

 

“Every man is a genius when 
it comes to rationalization,” 
Sigmund Freud, the father of 

psychiatry, reportedly once said, and it 
is probably true that the greatest ratio-
nalizers, the greatest “geniuses,” are the 
Jews. 

Israel has the highest concentration 
of Jews and Jewish genius in the world. 
Not surprisingly, it also has the highest 
concentration of people who try to ratio-
nalize avoidable tragedies. 

Make no mistake about it: The deaths 
of 45 people and the serious wounding of 
150 others at the Lag B’Omer Festival in 
Mount Meron was a man-made tragedy 
that was completely avoidable and com-
pletely unforgiveable. It wasn’t tragedy, 
but a shameful and scandalous outrage. 

“People in the north who have been 
following this event for years tell me 
that it is only a miracle it never hap-
pened before,” said Yossi Mizrahi the 
Northern Israel reporter for Channel Two 
Television.  

The writer has been calling Lag 
B’Omer Hag Ha-Hefkerut – Israel’s 
Festival of Lawlessness – for years. 
Parents let their kids build huge bonfires 
around the country, with little supervi-
sion, and every year, many get burned by 
careless or arrogant behavior. 

But the tip of the lawlessness has 
always been Mount Meron where the 
largest Lag B’Omer celebration takes 

place, near the town of Safed (Tzfat). 
Neighbors have warned of possible 
stampede conditions for years. 

So when the avoidable tragedy occurs, 
Israelis of all kinds unite to meet the situ-
ation with great bravery and compas-
sion: secular Jews in Tel Aviv lined up 
by the hundreds to give blood, and Arab 
villagers came from their homes to give 
water and to pull suffocating Jews buried 
under piles of their fellow festival goers.   

We do not have all the final details, 
but the general picture is clear: a crowd 
of tens of thousands – almost all Haredi 
Jews, many from other countries – was 
funneled down a narrow metal ramp 
which became slippery with water and 

discarded water bottles. Tens of people 
fell and were trampled to death in a kind 
of stampede.  

In Yiddish, Jews might call it a kherpa 
or shanda, and Arabs might call it a 
fadeeha, but they would wrong.  

It was a televised serial killing that 
resulted from a combination of political 
cowardice and a policy of incompetence 
going back to the days of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. In 1993, Rabin got a task 
force report warning that the Mount 
Meron site and the Lag B’Omer Festival 
needed to be taken over by the govern-
ment and not left in the hands of vying 
Haredi organizations. 

 At the time, Prime Minister Rabin was 

also the Minister of Religious Affairs, but 
he was also involved in major state deci-
sions such as the 1993 Oslo Accords with 
the PLO.  

“It is hard to fault him, because he 
had so many other things on his mind,” 
asserted Eli Dahan, who was a mem-
ber of the three-person task force that 
warned the Israeli government. Other 
prime ministers like Shimon Peres, Ehud 
Barak, Ariel Sharon, Ehud Olmert, and 
Benjamin Netanyahu also did not act – 
not even when the Comptroller General 
issued a stern 2008 warning that Mount 
Meron was a catastrophe waiting to hap-
pen.  

The Lag B’Omer festival may be 
Israel’s single largest tourist draw: 
Woodstock in the Galilee. Nine of the 45 
victims came from places like Monsey, 
Montreal and Argentina. A festival that 
used to bring 10,000 on Lag B’Omer now 
draws 300,000 to a tiny mountain site 
with no infrastructure and no clear chain 
of command. Unlike the Western Wall in 
Jerusalem or the Cave of the Patriarchs in 
Hebron, Mount Meron is run by private 
guilds. They have a strong political lobby 
among Haredi cabinet ministers. This 
has blocked Israeli governments from 
taking control and setting up a work-
able program. Moreover, Haredi minis-
ters are known to use their clout to push 
police commanders to bend rules for big 
Haredi donors.  

After the fatal stampede Thursday, 
Benjamin Netanyahu and his cabinet 

Israel’s fatal festival of lawlessness

The crowd at Mount Meron before the stampede that killed 45 on Lag B’Omer.   

continued on page 19
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Interest-Free Loan Program
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of Metrowest, the CJP Interest-Free Loan Program is here for  

the times you need help with debt consolidation, COVID-related  

income disruptions, or managing other challenging expenses.

EXAMPLES OF QUALIFYING EXPENSES INCLUDE: 

•  Lifecycle ceremonies
  (i.e. bar and bat mitzvahs, 

weddings, or funerals)

• New baby, fertility,  
and adoption

• COVID-19 recovery

• Car purchase or repairs

• Small debt consolidation

• Healthcare not covered  
by insurance

• Summer camp or  
Israel experiences

• Home repairs

• Small business costs

•  Care of older adults or  
people with disabilities

Loans are available from $1,000–$10,000 to households of moderate income.  
Residency in the Greater Boston community and a complete loan application are required.

During this time, people who are temporarily unable to work and/or are receiving 
unemployment benefits are invited to explore whether the interest-free loan will  
meet their needs.

FOR ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION INFORMATION:

In Greater Boston  
(excluding Metrowest but including  
North Shore and South Area)  
Jewish Family & Children’s Service  
781-693-1255 | cjploan@jfcsboston.org

In the Metrowest Area  
Jewish Family Service of Metrowest  
508-875-3100 ext. 300  
cjploan@jfsmw.org

By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BROOKLINE – In her 
decades-long career as an 
award-winning filmmaker, 
Andrea Kalin has traveled the 
globe, from Syria to Haiti, and 
across the country, shining 
light on compelling, often little 
known stories of courage and 
triumph over adversity. 

The Brookline native’s new-
est film, “Scattering CJ,” is clos-
er to home, a tug-at-your-heart 
film that tells the story of a New 
England family who lost their 
20-year-old son, Christopher 
John Twomey, known as CJ, to 
suicide and his mother’s inspir-
ing devotion to keep his mem-
ory alive. 

In the midst of her anguish 
and grief following CJ’s tragic 
and shocking death, his mother, 
Hallie Twomey, reached out to 
friends on Facebook asking for 
help scattering CJ’s remains as 
a final tribute that reflected his 
passion to see the world. 

Her deeply personal plea 
struck a chord well beyond any-
thing she could have imagined, 
with 1,000 people from more 
than 100 countries responding 
and attracting a social media 
following of some 21,000 peo-
ple. 

That groundswell of support 
bolstered the Twomeys during 
their mourning and paved a 
path for Hallie Twomey to find 
her voice to speak publicly in 
order to dispel the stigma asso-
ciated with mental illness and 
suicide. 

Five years in the making, 
“Scattering CJ” captures that 
journey in Kalin’s sensitively 
crafted, revealing and ultimate-
ly uplifting film.

“Scattering CJ” is one of 18 
full-length and short films that 
will screen online for Boston’s 
10th anniversary ReelAbilities 
film festival, which runs virtu-
ally from May 6-13. The festival 
is virtual for the second year 
because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

ReelAbilities, a national fes-
tival that showcases the lives 
and stories of people with dis-
abilities, is presented locally by 
the Boston Jewish Film Festival. 
In Boston, the films are free of 
charge (donations welcome) 
with registration for a festival 
pass (www.bostonjfilm.org). All 
screenings include captioning 

and audio descriptions where 
possible.

The internationally made 
films are diverse and geared 
toward a wide nonsectarian 
audience. Over the years, many 
of the films have boasted noted 
Jewish and Israeli filmmakers 
and many also include Jewish 
subjects or themes.

In reflecting back on the 
years-long journey of making 
“Scattering CJ,” Kalin said she 
was most struck by a sense of 
tikkun olam, the Jewish teach-
ing to repair the world that 
informed her upbringing, grow-
ing up in a Jewish family in 
Brookline.

“There is no better represen-
tation of the kindness of strang-
ers and the power of human 
connection and hope than what 
was shown in this story. The 

entire world gave this family a 
global hug. It spoke to my Jewish 
soul,” Kalin told the Journal in a 
phone conversation. 

The writers, musicians, activ-
ists and educators featured in 
this year’s films represent a wide 
range of physical and neuro-
logical diversity, according to 
ReelAbilities festival director 
Katka Reszke.

“ReelAbilities wants to cre-
ate a space where disabled 
people are seen, as opposed to 
just looked at. We strive to con-
tinuously challenge the notion 
of normal,” Reszke said in an 
email.  

Running the festival virtu-
ally has broadened accessibility, 
Reszke told the Journal. “People 
who would never be able to 
attend our screenings were able 
to attend the festival [last year],” 
she said. She anticipates the 
same this year.

The festival features four 
live broadcast events including 
an opening night program on 
May 6, with artist and disability 
advocate Riva Lehrer in con-
versation with local arts writer 
Judy Bolton-Fasman. The pro-
gams, which begin at 7 p.m., 
will be captioned and some will 
include ASL interpretation. 

On May 10, Kalin and Hallie 
Twomey, along with photog-
raphy director Ethan Oser 
will answer questions about 
“Scattering CJ.” 

On May, 11 award-winning 
media veterans Caren Zucker 
and John Donvan will talk about 
“In A Different Key,” the film 
they co-produced, based on 

their book by the same name.
Their remarkable documen-

tary, graced with an original 
score by Pulitzer Prize winning 
composer Wynton Marsalis, 
traces the first person ever 
diagnosed with autism, now an 
elderly man in the rural south, 
where his hometown residents 
embrace him. 

In the intimate, revealing 
film, Zucker and her grown son 
Mickey, who has autism, share 
their family’s struggles and 
achievements. The film also 
highlights the experiences of 
others including the touching 
story of an African American 
father caring alone for his son.

“Not Going Quietly,” a new 
release getting lots of buzz, 
tells the inspiring story of Ady 
Barkan, an Israeli American 
who, as a new father, was diag-
nosed with the debilitating dis-
ease ALS which has since par-
alyzed him. Barkan, a lawyer 
turned political activist, criss-
crossed the country advocating 
for health-care funding.

Among the shorts are 
“Coexist,” a stunningly beautiful 
Persian film about a blind man 
who lives on Hormuz Island 
in Southern Iran, and “Pickle 
Man,” the story of the late pho-
tographer Arthur Cohen who 
turned his love of pickles into 
a national fundraising effort for 
ALS, the disease that claimed 
his life. 

For more information and  
to register for the films, visit  
Reel Abilities Film Festival, 
www.bostonjfilm.org.

Andrea Kalin

2021 ReelAbilities film festival spotlights Brookline filmmaker, local story 
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By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

PEABODY – Despite the driz-
zle, Chabad of Peabody carried 
on with its Lag B’Omer Family 
Fun Day on April 29, bringing 
a bouncy house, giant checker 
board and cookout indoors from 
the Lowell Street shul’s yard as 
originally planned.

Thirty people gath-
ered indoors and outside to 
schmooze, play kids’ games, 
munch on hamburgers and hot 
dogs, and play video games in 
the Ultimate Mobile Gaming 
trailer parked out front. In the 
spirit of the holiday in which 
people light bonfires, a fire pit 
was set up outside so that folks 
could roast marshmallows and 
make S’mores. 

The religious holiday is cel-
ebrated on the 33rd day of 
the Counting of the Omer, the 
49-day period between Passover 
and Shavuot. According to 

www.MyJewishLearning.com, 
the Omer marks a period of 
mourning as it recalls the death 
of thousands of students of the 
first and second century Rabbi 
Akiva during a plague, which 
was said to have ended on this 
day.

Rabbi Sruli Baron of Tobin 
Bridge Chabad said one of the 
major themes of Lag B’Omer 
is celebrating the life of the 
Talmudic sage Rabbi Shimon 
bar Yochai, a disciple of Rabbi 
Akiva’s, with the holiday falling 
on his Yahrzeit. 

“He told his students before 
he passed away that the way I 
want to be remembered is with 
joy,” Baron said.

“Because ultimately, if you 
are a mystic, you can see the 
date of your death as the cul-
mination of your life’s mission,” 
Baron said. “So he said everyone 
should celebrate his Yahrzeit 
every year, and we’ve been doing 
it for thousands of years.”

A Message from Torf Funeral Service

YOUR HEALTH  
WHILE VISITING OUR CHAPEL 

IS OUR TOP PRIORITY
We are living in a new world, and now that we  

are beginning to get back into a “new normal” routine, 
we want you to feel safe while visiting our Chapel.

Torf Funeral Chapel has invested and equipped  
our building with an Aqualite-Active Pure air filtration 

system that uses Active Pure technology throughout  
the facility. This new technology seeks and destroys 

contaminants in the air, and on surfaces. This air  
filtration system “Active Pure” is 1 of 75  

approved technologies by NASA. 

We are proud to be the first funeral home in  
Massachusetts to have invested in this system.

We hope and pray that better and  
easier times are upon us.

TORF FUNERAL SERVICE

Pre-need planning at our facility  
or in the comfort of your own home.

 Deborah Torf Golden (1944-2019)  Amy Torf Feinberg
 (617) 889-2900 (800) 428-7161
 151 Washington Avenue, Chelsea, MA 02150
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Chabad of Peabody holds  
Lag B’Omer family fun day

Photo: Ethan M. Forman 
Marblehead’s Dylan Naparstek, 3, enjoys a hot dog while his sister, 
Sydney Naparstek, 6, munches on a hamburger. 

By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

BROOKLINE – For over 100 
years, Congregation Kehillath 
Israel has been the gathering 
place for a Jewish community 
that combines ancient tradi-
tions with progressive ideas.

Among the most recent 
developments has been a series 
of teen-led programs that arose 
during a time when many pro-
grams were being shut down.

“It’s been a tough time for 
teens during the pandemic,” 
observes KI’s immediate past 
president, David Williams, “but 
the teens have stepped up to 
take on highly visible and suc-

cessful leadership roles.”
Among the new programs 

have been online Shabbat ser-
vices that are led by KI’s teen 
members and virtual experi-
ences that coincided with the 
celebrations of Israel’s soldiers’ 
commitment and the Jewish 
state’s independence. 

“We wanted to see what 
we could do to advance teen 
participation at a time when 
many didn’t think that possi-
ble,” Williams explained, noting 
that the efforts to expand teen 
programming even as so many 
other programs were being lim-
ited has not only succeeded but 
served as “a source of hope for 
… folks in the community who 
are excited to see a new genera-
tion coming along.”

“There is a lot of stuff we 
are doing with teens,” observes 
Rabbi Bill Hamilton. 

“We have never seen as 
strong a group of young people 
as we are now.”

Among the young leaders of 
the new programs is Williams’ 
son, Eli. 

“I first got involved in these 
programs after my bar mitzvah,” 
Eli recalled. “Since I learned 
how to lead Musaf ...  I learned 
how to lead more services … 
and am excited to learn, and 
lead more.”

Though he initially led only 
on “special occasions,” Eli now 
participates in services nearly 
every week.

“Engaging with the commu-

nity is very special,” he said, 
“even in the pandemic, it allows 
me to be closer to my commu-
nity than I would otherwise.”

Looking into the near future, 
Rabbi Hamilton looks forward 
to a program in May to mark 
Jerusalem Day, which com-
memorates the reunification of 
the capital city after the Six-Day 
War in 1967.

“We not only put these young 
people at the center of the pro-
grams,“ Hamilton observed, 
“[we] show them how exciting 
it can be to … live and activate 

their Jewish practice and lives.”
In addition to offering more 

opportunities for teens to 
lead, KI also has added a new 
dimension to its young congre-
gation programming by hav-
ing Assistant Rabbi Elizabeth 
Bonney-Cohen act as the 
head of the Boston-area Base 
Movement (www.basemove-
ment.org/bstn) for Jews in their 
20s and 30s that is affiliated with 
Moishe House.

“The Base movement picks 
people up after Birthright and 

Youth movement expanding at Brookline’s 
Congregation Kehillath Israel  

Eli Williams

Gan Eden Memorial Park
Suburban  •  Peaceful  •  Affordable 

A professionally maintained cemetery 
Five minutes from Routes 1 and 128

SALE: $1,018 PER PLOT
MAY 1 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2021

Individual, Couple and Family Plots
Interfaith and Cremation Spaces 

PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE  
WITH NO FINANCE CHARGES
16 Buxton Road  •  Danvers, MA

Tel: 617-889-1736  •  Email:  herb@sterlingselesnick.com
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By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Members of a Jewish burial 
society made a case for more 
inclusion in the ancient practice 
of preparing the dead for burial, 
or tahara, during a recent virtu-
al talk on the diversity of gender 
identities today.

While tahara was creat-
ed in a time of strict gender 
roles of male and female, the 
Community Hevra Kadisha of 
Greater Boston (CHK) seeks to 
accommodate all Jews who wish 
to be buried through tahara 
based on the gender of their 
choice.

In the LimmudBoston-
sponsored talk, “Beyond the 
Binary in Life and Death: The 
Making of a Gender-Inclusive 
Hevra Kadisha,” CHK co-pres-
ident Barbara Neustadt said, 
“Our hevra’s mission is to serve 
all Jews – with an emphasis on 
‘all’ – to educate all Jews in the 
beautiful and spiritual nature of 
tahara.”

Tahara is a process in which 
the body of a deceased person is 
washed and dressed for burial. 
The CHK has been doing gen-
der-inclusive tahara through 
one funeral home in West 
Newton, Brezniak-Rodman 
Funeral Directors. Teams from 
the CHK work to prepare each 
nonconforming body. 

“Our journey has been 
complex, a bit complicated at 
times,” Neustadt said. “I think 
we’ve done a pretty good job 
learning and embracing each 
other, each other’s differences, 
each other’s similarities.”

Founded in 2013, the CHK, 
which is based in Lexington, 
currently has about 150 volun-

teers representing Reform, Con-
servative, Modern Orthodox, 
Reconstructionist, and non-
affiliated Jews, and an advisory 
board of three rabbis. 

One of the panelists at the 
talk, Emily Fishman, a speech-
language pathologist who is 
also known as EmFish, showed 
viewers an image of a “gender 
unicorn” to illustrate diverse 
gender identities, including gay, 
lesbian, and bisexual. As EmFish 
explained, individuals can be 
cisgender (identifying with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth) or transgender (identify-
ing with a different gender than 
the one they were assigned at 
birth). They also can be nonbi-
nary or genderqueer individu-
als who do not identify with 
conventional  female/woman 
or male/man distinctions, and 
gender-nonconforming people 
whose identity differs from the 
one they were assigned at birth.

CHK member and Hebrew 
College student Joey Glick 
reported on a survey of trans-

gender and gender-noncon-
forming Jews conducted by 
Rabbi Becky Silverstein, the 
Northeastern University Jewish 
spiritual adviser who is both 
queer and trans. The survey 
found that trans and nonbinary 
individuals expressed concern 
that when they die, members of 
a hevra kadisha might express 
unfamiliarity or even hostility 
toward their bodies if they are 
not acquainted with the gender 
spectrum.

“Becky’s interpretation was 
that transgendered people want 
to be treated with dignity,” Glick 
said, requesting they be referred 
to by their “chosen name and 
pronouns,” and that hevra 
members “not be surprised, 
shocked, curious, or otherwise 
caught off-guard by trans bod-
ies.”

To reflect this point, Glick 
read from the 2019 poem 
“Taharah” by Miller Oberman: 
“You may not have seen a man’s 
body like this one before you, 
which I hope is very old, wrin-
kled and (since I’m wishing) fit, 
muscled as much as an old man 
can be.” 

The poem continues: “If I 
am unexpected let me not seem 
grotesque to you, as I have too 
many people, perhaps even my 
own parents, and others whose 
highest kindness was to say 
nothing.”

Describing an ideal hevra 
member, one survey respondent 
requested “someone whose pos-
ture is kindness and compas-
sion, openness and love, even if 
the person does not understand 
or have the background, treat 
the meyt with reverence and 
respect, learn quickly enough 
about trans experiences.”

Other respondents expressed 
frustration toward a lack of 
understanding of their identity.

“I would prefer only trans 
folks [to perform my taha-
ra],” one stated, “binary or 
not – because they will likely 
respect my body. No cis peo-
ple.” Another respondent wrote, 
“A non-Jewish burial is prefer-
able to one that is insulting and 
degrading.”

To increase awareness of 
gender diversity among funeral 
home directors, the CHK con-
sulted with Keshet, a Boston-
based advocacy organization 
for LGBTQ Jews. Keshet recom-
mended creating an informa-
tional video.

“We hope the video will not 
only educate funeral directors 
in a new way, but also open their 
hearts to all Jews,” Neustadt 
said.

As she explained, this 
includes “[asking] the right 
questions” and “[giving] us 
information we needed” so that 
CHK can contact the appropri-
ate team to perform tahara, 
whether it is a male, female, 
or genderqueer team. Such an 
approach will “show respect not 
only to the meyt but also to the 
team,” she said.

Ultimately, Neustadt reflect-
ed, “Our job is to show kavod 
to the meytim, the people who 
have died ... If we know that the 
meyt or meytah or meytx has 
requested a trans [burial] team 
or a nonbinary team but the 
family is not supportive, we sup-
port what the meyt requests.”

THE EDGEWOOD DIFFERENCE

LIFELONG
LEARNING 

that keeps your brain
on its toes.

575 Osgood Street
North Andover, MA 01845

978-420-4175
EdgewoodRC.com

Nowhere is Edgewood’s culture of continuous learning and growth more evident 
than in Edgewood Lifelong Learning, a program that features classes, lectures 

and workshops on a variety of topics chosen, and often led, by members. 
No wonder we say Edgewood members put the life in our LifeCare Community.

To learn more, call 978-420-4175.

Edgewood is a not-for-pro� t 501(c)(3) organization.
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Group seeks to provide traditional burials  
to all Jews regardless of gender identity
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• Be part of a connected community filled with friends, 
neighbors, and a dedicated staff.
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expense of house repairs.

“I love it here! 
I couldn’t have  
made a  better choice.” 

– Beverly B., a community resident

At Brooksby Village, you’re free to live the independent life 
you want with an added safety net of support. We’re the 
premier senior living community on the North Shore!

Discover senior living at Brooksby Village! 
Call 1-800-614-6998 or visit  
BrooksbyVillage.com for your free brochure. 
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Brooksby Village is the North 
Shore’s premier senior living 
community. We are managed by 
Erickson Senior Living, a leader 
in senior health and well-being.  
At Brooksby Village, we know 
that now, more than ever, com-
munity matters. Here you’re free 
to live the independent life you 
want with the added safety net 
of support. At Brooksby Village 
you are part of a connected 
community filled with friends, 
neighbors, and a dedicated 
staff.  You’ll enjoy resort-style 
amenities, clubs and activities, 
delicious dining, and services 
that promote your health and 
well-being, including on-site 
medical care for every stage of 
your life.   

Experience the finest in 

maintenance-free senior living 
at our beautiful 90-acre cam-
pus. Our stylish apartment 
homes feature modern finish-
es and floorplans to suit every 
need, and our maintenance-
free lifestyle removes the bur-
dens of home repairs so you 
have the freedom to pursue 
your passions.  Our predictable 
Monthly Service Package takes 
the guesswork out of managing 
your expenses, because almost 
everything is included. And 
our 90% Refundable Entrance 
Deposit means your legacy is 
protected. 

To learn more about 
Brooksby Village, call 978-
536-7810 to request your free 
brochure or to arrange an in-
person or virtual tour.

The Best of Everything is at Brooksby Village
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Epstein Hillel School in 
Marblehead is excited to wel-
come Rabbi Samantha Safran as 
the director of Jewish Life and 
Learning. In this newly created 
position, Rabbi Safran will join 
the leadership team at EHS, and 
will oversee the Jewish Studies 
curriculum and Judaic program 
and life at the school. In her 
role, she seeks to inspire and 
engage students, faculty, and 
parents to find meaning and 
joy in Judaism. She also is very 
committed to pluralism, and is 
eager to connect and deepen 
Jewish engagement and learn-
ing across the spectrum of 
Jewish practices, beliefs, and 
backgrounds.

Rabbi Safran holds a mas-

ter’s in Hebrew Letters as well 
as her rabbinical title from the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
College in Philadelphia. 
Originally from Great Neck, N.Y., 
she studied classics and phi-
losophy at Colgate University 
and worked in film preserva-
tion before migrating to the 
Jewish professional world, and 
still maintains a love of languag-
es and the arts. Rabbi Safran 
comes to EHS after nine years 
at the Evelyn Rubenstein JCC 
of Houston, where she oversaw 
Jewish education and program-
ming for all ages. 

“I am thrilled to become the 
inaugural director of Jewish Life 
and Learning at EHS! For me, 
this position is an opportunity to 

help shape the hearts and minds 
of students through a Jewish lens 
and to ensure that their Jewish 
identity is a voice that speaks to 
them as they emerge as adults 
and make choices about how to 
interact with the world around 
them,” said Rabbi Safran.

“In Pirkei Avot, Rabbi Tarfon 
taught: ‘When one stud-
ies much Torah, one is given 
much reward.’ For today’s 
youth, Torah is Kohelet and 
it is also Koolulam; it is Shir 
HaShirim and it is Chagall; it 
is Maimonides, and also the 
March for Our Lives. I believe 
that Judaism can speak to all 
aspects of life, from health, fit-
ness and food, to ethics, philos-
ophy and art, and I look forward 

to helping students, families, 
and staff discover a Judaism that 
is meaningful to them. In the 
short time that I spent visiting 
EHS, everyone was so welcom-
ing and couldn’t say enough 
great things about how special 
the community is. I am honored 
to become a part of it and I look 
forward to embarking upon this 
new journey.”

In her spare time, Rabbi 
Safran enjoys listening to live 
music, reading the New Yorker 
magazine, watching classic 
movies, and spending time out-
doors. She is excited to transi-
tion to life on the North Shore 
with her husband Sacha and 
their children Naya (10) and 
Ezra (6). 

Rabbi Samantha Safran joins Epstein Hillel School

Rabbi Samantha Safran

Lappin Foun dation is accept-
ing applications for the Zakhar 
Vayntrub Memorial Scholarship 
in Engineering. The $3,000 
scholarship is need-based, but 
applicants do not have to sub-
mit a financial need form. The 
scholarship will be awarded to a 
Jewish student who meets one of 
the following criteria:

1. Is graduating high school in 
2021 and is planning to attend a 
college or university in 2021 and 
who plans to study engineering

2. Is currently an undergradu-
ate college/university student 
studying engineering

3. Is currently a graduate col-
lege/university student studying 
engineering

Students who live on the North 
Shore, in the Merrimack Valley 
or in the Greater Boston area 
are invited to apply. Applications 
are due by June 18, 2021. Apply 
online at LappinFoundation.

org/scholarships. 
The Zakhar Vayntrub 

Memorial Scholarship in 
Engineering is a lasting lega-
cy given in loving memory of 
Zakhar Vayntrub. Zakhar was 
born in St. Petersburg, Russia and 
studied engineering in college. 
Since 1999 until his retirement, 
Zakhar worked as a civil engi-
neer at the NYC Department of 
Transportation Bridges Division. 
He was passionate about his 
work, and he put his heart into 
his projects. His favorite part of 
the job was going out in the field 
to inspect bridges, and he was 
instrumental in maintaining the 
city’s vital infrastructure. Zakhar 
had so many plans for his retire-
ment when his life was abruptly 
cut short by COVID in April 2020. 

For more information, con-
tact Deborah Coltin at 978-740-
4431 or email dcoltin@lappin-
foundation.org.

Engineering scholarship available
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By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

The Dormant Commerce 
Clause doctrine is aptly named. 
Known to induce temporary 
dormancy among even the most 
avid first-year law students, 
its practical value outside aca-
demia is seemingly nil.

But to Jack Beermann, a pro-
fessor of Constitutional Law, 
Civil Rights and Administrative 
Law at the Boston University 
School of Law, the ramifica-
tions of the doctrine are any-
thing but trivial. In his new 
book, “The Journey to Separate 
But Equal: Madame Decuir’s 
Quest for Racial Justice in the 
Reconstruction Era,” Beermann 
deftly unpacks a little-known 
but pivotal Supreme Court case 
that hung its hat on this arcane, 
crucial constitutional construct, 
which prevents both discrimina-
tion against, and excessive bur-
dens on, interstate commerce. 

Moreover, Beermann turned 
out a narrative that is as acces-
sible to lay readers as it is to legal 
scholars.

It all started when Beermann 
read a law review article that 
cited Hall v. Decuir, an 1877 
Supreme Court decision that 
struck down a Louisiana state 
antidiscrimination statute and, 
for the first time after the Civil 
War, legally approved race-
based segregation.

He had never heard of the 
case. 

His curiosity piqued, 
Beermann began a 10-year 
odyssey of trips to Louisiana, 
research, writing and re-writing, 
fueled by a drive to document 
the court’s first step toward vali-
dating segregation in U.S. soci-
ety. The end result, “The Journey 
to Separate But Equal,” while 
exhaustively researched and 
painstakingly scholarly, is also 
immensely readable, owing to 
the compelling human story at 
its center.

Josephine Decuir was a 
mixed-race, wealthy woman 
whose free family owned slaves 
that worked their Louisiana 
plantations. As was her cus-
tom, Decuir booked a first-
class ticket in the ladies’ cabin 
aboard the interstate riverboat, 
The Governor Allen. Instead of 
honoring her prepaid ticket, the 
boat’s stringent segregation pol-
icy relegated her to the “colored-
only” section of the riverboat, 
where all non-white passengers, 
regardless of sex or social status, 
slept in common areas.

Madame Decuir sued the riv-
erboat owner, citing Louisiana’s 
nondiscrimination statute, 
a state law passed during 
Reconstruction. State courts 
ruled in her favor, but the owner 
appealed. The case wound its 
way to the Supreme Court as 
Hall v. Decuir. The court ruled 
against Madame Decuir, citing 
the U.S. Constitution’s Dormant 
Commerce Clause doctrine, 
which prohibits state legisla-

tion that discriminates against 
interstate or international com-
merce. 

Essentially, the court accept-
ed the owner’s argument that, 
despite violating Louisiana state 
law, segregation was both cus-
tomary on riverboats and nec-
essary to keep white custom-
ers – i.e., integration had the 
potential to negatively impact 
his business.

Although Beermann already 
knew the Supreme Court had 
prevented the federal govern-
ment from enforcing Congress’ 
civil rights program for 
Reconstruction, he wasn’t aware 
it had also prevented states 
from enforcing civil rights laws. 
“I would have written the book 
regardless of what was happen-

ing in the world, but it feels like 
this subject gets more timely 
every day,” he said by email.

There are many parallels 
between the courts of 1877 and 
today, Beermann said. “One 
thing courts are very good at is 
justifying terrible decisions with 
bland, benign language. The jus-
tices in 1877 were good people, 
well-trained in the law; and yet, 
without flinching, they doomed 
millions of their fellow citizens 
to terrible lives of oppression 
and injustice.”

During his research, Beer-
mann experienced two “aha 
moments.” One was when he 
realized the scope and implica-
tions of the story he had uncov-
ered. Decuir, as a “person of 
color,” was used to the treat-
ment and privilege her wealth, 
status and lighter skin afford-
ed her. Suddenly, she felt the 
sting of prejudice and exclusion 
almost as strongly as the darker-
skinned people at the bottom of 
the social ladder. 

The other was when he recog-
nized, after repeated attempts, 
that he couldn’t address the 
complicated issue that Madame 
Decuir and her family were 
themselves slaveowners before 
the Civil War. “I decided to focus 
on her dignity harms and leave 
that issue to the reader, or per-
haps to another project,” he 
said.

The protests against the 
Vietnam War and Martin Luther 
King’s activism awakened 

Beermann’s interest in civil 
rights when he was a teenager 
growing up in Skokie, Illinois. 
He remembers his father as “a 
bit involved in politics. I knew 
we were a very liberally ori-
ented family, even when I was 
a small child.” He has taught 
in Israel numerous times and 
said he is a strong supporter, 
“although I don’t agree with all 
of its policies.” Beermann now 
lives in Swampscott with his 
wife, Debbie Korman. His fam-
ily (including three sons and a 
daughter, when they are home) 
attends Chabad House and 
Temple Sinai in Marblehead. 
“Our Jewish identity is very 
important to us,” he said.

Beermann hopes his readers 
will gain a better sense of the 
racial politics of Reconstruction, 
opening their eyes to how laws 
and courts contributed – and 
continue to contribute – to racial 
segregation. In the end, though, 
he admits he doesn’t know the 
moral of the Decuir legacy.

“It’s too simplistic to say that 
race discrimination is wrong; my 
sense, maybe what I was trying 
to communicate, is that race dis-
crimination, and white suprem-
acy in particular, are woven into 
the fabric of our country and 
have resisted unraveling at every 
turn,” he said. 

Join Jack Beermann at a free 
Zoom author event on May 27 
from 7-8 pm. To register, visit 
www.jccns.org.
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Local author unpacks a pivotal court case,  
an obscure doctrine and an ugly legacy 

Jack Beermann
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EFRAT – Rabbanit Shira Marili 
Mirvis made history this week 
by becoming the first woman in 
Israel to serve as an Orthodox 
synagogue’s sole spiritual leader.

The Shirat Tamar Synagogue 
in Efrat has appointed Mirvis as 
its spiritual leader and authority 
on Jewish law. While in the past 
Orthodox women have been 
appointed as spiritual leaders 
in Orthodox synagogues, they 
have always served alongside 
a male rabbi, according to The 
Jerusalem Post.

The synagogue’s board of 
management called Mirvis’s 
appointment “a clear recogni-
tion of her remarkable accom-
plishments as a teacher and 
communal leader. … We are 
confident that she will continue 

to serve as a true role model.”
Mirvis said in a statement to 

the press, “I am deeply grateful 
to the Shirat Tamar community 
for giving me this opportunity 
which I see as a natural continu-
ation of my role as a teacher and 
communal leader. My sincere 
prayer is that Hashem [God] will 
guide and strengthen me in this 

important role, enabling me to 
spread the word of Torah.”

Mirvis will be graduat-
ing in June from a five-year 
course at the Susi Bradfield 
Women’s Institute of Halakhic 
Leadership (WIHL) at Ohr Torah 
Stone’s Midreshet Lindenbaum. 
Graduates of the school are cer-
tified as “spiritual leaders” and 
morot hora’ah, which translates 
in English to women who are 
authorized to provide guidance 
in issues pertaining to Jewish 
law.

The Efrat resident teaches a 
weekly Talmud blog and is an 
adjudicator of matters related to 
Jewish law for people around the 
world, reported The Jerusalem 
Post.

– JNS.org

The Israel Defense Forces 
announced this week that for 
the first time since the corona-
virus pandemic reached Israel 
in March 2020, not a single sol-
dier had tested positive for the 
virus.

The military credited its 
widespread vaccination pro-
gram for the achievement, add-
ing that more than 80 percent of 
IDF personnel have been vacci-
nated against COVID-19.

Commenting on the develop-
ment, IDF Chief Medical Officer 
Brig. Gen. Alon Glazberg said 
“the achievement we noted this 
morning is a significant mile-
stone in the battle against the 
virus,” according to the IDF’s 
official website.

“The IDF Medical Corps and 
its various personnel, IDF sol-
diers and those serving in all 
of the units – you have a role in 
this achievement. We will con-
tinue to keep our finger on the 
pulse and safeguard the health 
of those serving – for them and 
to enable the IDF to fulfill its 

mission in the best manner pos-
sible,” he added.

The head of the IDF’s 
Technological and Logistics 
Branch, Maj. Gen. Itzik 
Turgeman, stated: “The vacci-
nation campaign, which was a 
complex, rapid technologistical 
medical operation, led the IDF 
to be the first inoculated orga-
nization in the world. Today, 
we see another milestone in 
which the IDF becomes the first 
military to be without anyone 
infected with the coronavirus.”

Meanwhile, the numbers of 
Israeli civilians infected with 
COVID-19 remain low, with 47 
people confirmed to be infect-
ed as of Monday morning and 
a total of 1,288 active cases, 
according to official Health 
Ministry data.

The country’s hospitals are 
currently treating 104 COVID-
19 patients in serious condition, 
among whom 64 are in critical 
condition and 62 are on ventila-
tors.

– JNS.org
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Israeli Attorney General 
Avichai Mandelblit said on 
Monday that there is no legal 
impediment to establishing a 
state commission of inquiry 
into the Lag B’Omer disaster, 
not even in the case of a provi-
sional government. 

Last week, 45 people who 
were celebrating Lag B’Omer 
were killed during a stampede 
on Mount Maron in Northern 
Israel. The event, which drew 
over 100,000, has been wide-
ly criticized for years because 
there is no central command 
over the event. 

Meanwhile, the Knesset held 
a special session Monday devot-
ed to the incident.

“It is our fundamental duty 
to examine every aspect of the 
Meron disaster,” said Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 
“After the period of mourning 
is over, we will examine in an 
orderly, thorough and respon-
sible fashion every matter that 

is connected to gatherings on 
the mountain in the present and 
past.”

Netanyahu said the investi-
gation would include “arrival, 
security, entry, exit, the alloca-
tion of time and security forces 
and, above all, the engineering 
changes that are required at the 

site, and the issue of expropria-
tion, management and respon-
sibility.”

At the meeting, Interior 
Minister Aryeh Deri said the ter-
rible disaster was fated, but that 
“does not exempt us from scru-
tiny and self-examination.”

– Israel Hayom

A visitor lights a candle at Mount Meron in northern Israel, where 
45 Israelis lost their lives during a stampede at a Lag B’Omer  
celebration.

Israeli AG: Provisional government  
can launch state probe into Meron disaster

IDF records zero positive  
coronavirus cases for first time  

since onset of pandemic

IDF Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Aviv Kochavi receiving the COVID-19 
vaccine.

Efrat synagogue appoints Israel’s  
first sole female spiritual leader

Rabbanit Shira Marili Mirvis
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By Rabbi Judy Chessin

The earliest known tributes to mothers date 
back to ancient Greek and Roman spring 
festivals dedicated to their mother gods. 

Christians honored Mary on the fourth Sunday 
of Lent and thus, in England, her “Mothering 
Sunday” was later expanded to celebrate all moth-
ers.

In the United States, following the Civil War, 
Anna Jarvis, an Appalachian homemaker, orga-
nized a day to raise awareness of poor health 
conditions in her community, calling it “Mother’s 
Work Day.” Fifteen years later, Julia Ward Howe, 
author of the Battle Hymn of the Republic, orga-
nized a day for mothers to rally for peace, suggest-
ing that mothers bore the loss of human life more 
severely than anyone else.

When Anna Jarvis died on May 9, 1905, her 
daughter Anna began a campaign to memorial-
ize her mother’s life work. At a church service on 
the third anniversary of her mother’s death, the 
younger Anna handed out her mother’s favorite 
flower, a white carnation, and embarked upon a 
national campaign to create an American memo-
rial day for all Mothers. In 1914, Woodrow Wilson 
signed a bill recognizing Mother’s Day as a nation-
al holiday on the second Sunday in May. Ironically, 
Anna later bemoaned the blatant commercializa-
tion of Mother’s Day. In 1923 she filed a lawsuit 
to stop a Mother’s Day festival, and was arrested 
trying to break up a peace convention selling 
carnations for a war mothers’ group. She died 
blind, penniless and regretful that she ever started 
Mother’s Day in the first place.

Nonetheless, Mother’s Day was enthusiastically 
embraced by the American Jewish community. 
The Jewish Welfare Board published a Mother’s 
Day pamphlet, and some synagogues even insti-
tuted special prayer services for the day, offer-
ing mothers white carnations and singing Eshet 
Chayil (Proverbs’ A Woman of Valor) to them.

A little-known fact is that we Jews already had 
our own Mother’s Day on our Jewish liturgical cal-
endar. The 11th of the Hebrew month of Cheshvan 
(October/November) has long been associated 
with the death of our matriarch Rachel, and, as 
such, was regarded as a sort of Jewish Mother’s 
Day.

It is unclear why the 11th of Cheshvan became 
associated with Rachel. One theory has it that 
when the Spanish Expulsion brought many Jews 

to the Holy Land, the Kabbalists (Jewish mystics) 
created a pilgrimage festival to Rachel’s Tomb 
on the road to Bethlehem. While the 15th of 
Cheshvan had generally been accepted as the 
major pilgrimage day to Rachel’s tomb, tradition 
places her yahrzeit (day of death) on the 11th of 
the month. Might it be that since eim or “mother” 
has a numerical equivalent of 41, and the 11th of 
Cheshvan is 41 days after the birth of the world 
(Rosh Hashanah) that it became the preferred date 
for Rachel’s commemoration and Yom Ha-Eim, 
the Day of the Mother? Midrashic tradition further 
associates the death of the matriarchs Sarah and 
Rebecca with the day.

So why would Rachel be chosen as the quintes-
sential Jewish mother, rather than one of the other 
matriarchs: Sarah, Rebecca, or Leah? After all, 
Rachel suffered infertility for years before becom-
ing a mother, while her sister, Leah, bore Jacob 
child after child. Perhaps it was this very suffering 
and death after childbirth that earned her special 
merit in our national folklore. Rachel certainly 
raised Jewish maternal martyrdom to new heights 
when, in Genesis she exclaimed to Jacob, “Give me 
children or I shall, die!” Sadly for Rachel this was a 
self-fulfilling prophecy.

Because Rachel did not have much opportu-
nity to enjoy the blessings of motherhood, the 
prophet Jeremiah depicted her as the archetypal 
mother of the nation of Israel: Rachel weeps for 
her children; she refuses to be consoled for her 
children, for they are gone. In Jewish folklore, 
Rachel became identified with the indwelling 
Presence of the Divine (the Shekhina), and the 
spiritual mother who accompanied the Jewish 
people into exile and remained disconsolate until 
their return.

We Jews were not surprised in 2006 when 
The American Journal of Human Genetics con-
cluded that four women from the Middle East 
bequeathed their genetic signatures to millions 
of Ashkenazi (Eastern European) Jews now liv-
ing around the world. These genes do not appear 
in non-Jews and are rare in Jews not of Eastern 
European descent. Thus was confirmed for us 
what we already assumed: While it takes no Jewish 
women to screw in a light bulb, it is possible that 
four Matriarchs populated our Jewish nation. And 
more important, it took one great Jewish woman 
to give birth to you, dear reader. So celebrate 
and honor your mother on Sunday, May 9, on 11 
Cheshvan, today and every day.

❤ Hours: 
Mon-Fri: 6 am - 9 pm
Sat & Sun: 7 am - 8 pm

 

INSPECTIONS NOW OPEN

Happy Mother’s Day!Happy Mother’s Day!
Mom deserves a clean car!

❤
We do interiors as well 

as exterior while you wait
❤

Best 
TOUCH-FREE 

car wash in the area

❤ Inspections & oil changes:
Mon- Fri: 8 am - 5 pm
Sat: 8 am - 4 pm; Sun: 12 pm - 3 pm

290 Canal Street • Salem, MA 01970

Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

14 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – MAY 6, 2021 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

City 0000 Address Line 000-000-0000

City 0000 Address Line 000-000-0000

City 0000 Address Line 000-000-0000

Order Now for  
Mother’s Day!

Make Her Day

*Cannot be combined with any other offer. Restrictions may apply. See store for details. Edible®, Edible Arrangements®, the Fruit Basket Logo, and 
other marks mentioned herein are registered trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. © 2017 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

$XX OFF 
your purchase of $29+*

CODE: XXXX0000 

EXPIRES: XX/XX/XXXX

Mother’s Day 
Swizzle Bouquet™

edible.com

FREE 
DELIVERY

CODE: jejo0531
EXPIRES: 06/30/2021

To order, please call or visit:
45 Enon Street, Beverly • 978-927-3120
919 Lynnfield Street, Lynn • 781-593-1888
637 Lowell St., Big Y Plaza, Peabody • 978-536-7010

Open Mother’s Day 9 – 5Open Mother’s Day 9 – 5

By Carin M. Smilk
JNS.org

Twenty-one years ago this 
month, I gained a brand-
new holiday. It came eight 

days after my birthday, and I 
felt that I had won the lottery: a 
whole week of celebrating me!

Well, not exactly.
I quickly learned after sons 

one, two, three and four that 
Mother’s Day was less about me 
and more about them. In good 
ways, of course. All of a sudden, 
I was the recipient of homemade 
cards with funny little stick draw-
ings that caused me to brush tears 
from my eyes – not to mention 
ceramic handprints, laminated 
bookmarks and picture frames 
made out of popsicle sticks.

As far as the kids were con-
cerned, I had to ooh and aah 
over every gifted item. As they 
grew, that meant perfume that 
made me woozy, key chains I 
did not need and candy I did not 
want.

Because that’s just stuff. And 
as we know after more than a 
year of being homebound in 
the midst of the pandemic that 
material things have suddenly 
become less essential.  

We relish family time. Quality 
time (and we’re getting lots of 
it). That’s been especially clear 
of late. We have teachable 
moments, many of them. There 
is a traditional Jewish saying that 
goes: “Teach a child according to 
his way; even when he grows old, 

he will not turn away from it.”
They look at us and learn. We 

grow from them as we instruct 
and guide each kid differently, 
“according to their way.” We fol-
low their lead, really.

But even that isn’t what moth-
erhood is really about.

Because we don’t have to be 
an actual parent to mark this 
day. We all have our own moth-
ers and grandmothers, heroines 
for most of us. We know they 
went through difficult periods 
in life – not the same as this, but 
certainly hardships in their own 
right. Who’s to say their woes 
were less than ours?

Perhaps they weren’t any 
greater either.

Being a mother (and having 
one) correlates into something 
larger than rewards and educa-
tion and privation. Motherhood 
begins before birth. It’s the most 
integral relationship anyone ever 
has – an immediate emotional 
undertaking that you’re invested 
in from day one.

On Mother’s Day, it’s less how 
I see these marvelous children I 
made (OK, I had some help) and 
more about how they see me.

Save for multiples, every 
person enters this world one 
at a time. They arrive through 
their mothers, someone they’ve 
already known for nearly 10 
months. They arrive, and we do, 
too.

We become what they will 
remember – at 5, at 15, at 50 … 
forever.

Celebrate Mother’s Day the Jewish way

The meaning of motherhood

http://www.bler.com
mailto:info@bler.com


By Myrna Fearer
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

After more than a year of pan-
demic, with another Mother’s 
Day coming up, I’ve come to 
the realization my mother was a 
stronger woman than I am.

My mom, the late Rose (Finkle) 
Liftman, had the ability to put a 
positive spin on things.

It was my mother who con-
vinced my friend that she was 
not a stepchild of God and with 
His help, she would be cured. 
Mom was right. My friend Diane 
went on to have a loving mar-
riage blessed with three healthy 
children.

When I came home from a 
sorority meeting at Boston 
University one night, I was in a 
deep funk because of a friend 
who was looking for my support 
in that evening’s election. At the 
last minute, she convinced me 
she should opt for the position 
for which I had been nominat-
ed. “I need this,” she told me. 
“You don’t; you are popular and 
I have nothing.” She let this be 
known and ultimately, she took 
the office.

I had a lot to think about on the 
long subway ride to Wonderland. 
When I got back to Lynn, I poured 
my heart out to my mother who 
used her favorite expression, “Los 
zein ibbergissin;” forgive and for-
get. Mom always felt that things 
happen for a reason, and she 
was right. I had enough credits 
to graduate, so instead of going 
back to school for the last semes-
ter, I started teaching in Lynnfield 
and didn’t have to worry about 
abandoning a sorority office.

So, where is my mother’s wis-
dom during these strange times? 
What would she be doing?

 Would she stay with me at 
all? I’m not sure. She might have 
agreed to a couple of days but 

not for an extended period. In 
fact, even though she didn’t eat 
much – except for chocolate and 
pastry – it wouldn’t have been 
easy. I would probably have driv-
en her to a kosher butcher shop 
for what she liked, and she did 
enjoy shopping at our Danvers 
fish market. But beyond that, I 
would have been at a loss as to 
what else to make that was com-
pletely kosher.

I know Mom would have kept 
in touch with her cousins and 
friends, but that could last for just 
so long. Since it was no longer 
safe, she wouldn’t have been able 
to take the bus to Vinnin Square 
to visit with her many relatives 
either in assisted living or the JRC 

before it relocated. 
If the weather was nice, my 

mother might have taken a walk 
down to the beach from her Lewis 
Street apartment. But except for 
careful shopping – maybe at the 
early hours for seniors or later 
in the day, when I could either 
shop for her or with her once she 
had her vaccinations – I know 
it would not have been an easy 
time.

I decided to leave those neg-
ative thoughts and focus on 
some of our feel-good mother-
daughter times together, like the 
lunches we shared on Saturdays, 
just the two of us. My favorite 
was a Morrison & Schiff balo-
gna sandwich on sliced challah 
with French’s yellow mustard. We 
would sip tea together and maybe 
nibble on one of my mom’s deli-
cious brownies. And we would 
chat, sharing some of the things 
that went on during the week.

We might talk about what I 
learned at Sunday school at the 
Hecht House, although I once 
asked her why I hadn’t gone to 
Hebrew School. Her answer: At 
that time, the girls went to Sunday 
school while the boys went to 
Hebrew School. Tradition!

I remember coming from 
South Boston’s City Point beach. 
We had to change street cars for 
the Mattapan line. My big treat 
was when my mother gave me 15 
cents to buy a big piece of apple 
pie at the Franklin Park cafeteria 
to take home.

When I went to Girls Latin 
School, seventh period was for 
makeup exams or extra help. 
Mom figured out she could meet 
me in Boston in front of one of 
the theaters in time for the mati-
nee. I’ll never forget our first play, 
“Aunty Mame.” It was exciting, 
including the climb to the second 
balcony – or maybe the third. If 
it wasn’t too late, we would fol-

low up with a Bailey’s Hot Fudge 
Sundae.

Even though she has been 
gone for some time, thoughts of 
my mom, like magic, can still 

make things feel better.
Happy Mother’s Day, Mom.

Myrna Fearer writes from 
Danvers.
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Mother’s Day memories in the midst of a pandemic

Rose (Finkle) Liftman

Would she stay with me 
at all? I’m not sure. She 
might have agreed to a 
couple of days but not 

for an extended period. 
In fact, even though 

she didn’t eat much – 
except for chocolate 

and pastry – it wouldn’t 
have been easy.
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SUNDAY, MAY 9
CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERTS: 
ARABELLA STRING QUARTET, 
3 – 5 p.m. Temple Emanuel of Newton 
presents the Arabella String Quartet 
in a virtual chamber music concert. 
Arabella will perform an innovative 
program that pairs the six concertante 
quartets of Chevalier de Saint-Georges, 
the first composer of African descent 
to contribute to the European music 
tradition, with favorites by Debussy. Free. 
To register, go to: www.templeemanuel.
com.

MONDAY, MAY 10
JCCNS WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB, 
1 p.m. Visit www.jccns.org for more 
information and Zoom link.

LET’S TALK “SHTISEL”: AN 
EXCLUSIVE CONVERSATION 
WITH MICHAEL ALONI,  
7 – 8 p.m. Join Jewish National Fund-
USA for the largest, most anticipated 
national Women for Israel event of the 
year, an intimate conversation with 
Israeli actor Michael Aloni, best known 
for his roles in the award-winning 
Netflix original series “Shtisel” (Kive) 
and “When Heroes Fly” (Dotan). Aloni 
will be interviewed by Danna Stern, the 
managing director of Israel’s yesStudios. 
www.jnf.org.

STILL TRAVELING: MOROCCO 
MORE THAN MARRAKECH,  
2 p.m. Many visitors go to Morocco to 
visit its most famous city, Marrakech. 
But, the country holds countless 
interesting treasures throughout the 
land from its coasts to its deserts. Let 
James Sokol zoom you away on our 
virtual “trips” to this magical North 
African country. Join our local guide 
for visits around this diverse and 
vibrant country.This virtual trip will 
highlight Northern Highlights: Tangier, 
Chefchouen & Volubilis. For more 
information and tickets ($15), go to: 
https://jccns.org/event/still-traveling-
morocco-more-than-marrakech/all/ 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12
BRINGING STORIES TO LIFE, 
7:30 – 8:30 p.m. Presented by Lappin 
Foundation. Learn the art of reading 
children’s stories, virtually and in 
person. Nancy J. Ganz, author of 
“Nancy’s Feel Good Fables,” will 
lead this interactive workshop. For 
more information, contact Sharon 
Wyner at 978-565-4450 or swyner@
lappinfoundation.org.  

THURSDAY, MAY 13
MENTAL HEALTH WORKSHOP 
WITH JEANINE FITZGERALD: 
Mental Health in Early Childhood 
Education, 7 p.m. Presented by 
NSJCC in Peabody. Attend in-person 
or live online. In-person space is 
limited. Masks and social distancing 
are required. For more information, 
visit https://nsjcc.org/event/
mentalhealthworkshop2/. Attend in 
person at Olio, 43 Main St., Peabody,  
or live online.

EXPLORING BROADWAY: LOVE 
SONGS, 4 – 5:30 p.m. JCCNS invites 
the community to a musical journey 
of love songs from over 30 Broadway 
shows from “Show Boat” through “the 
Golden Age” to recent hits. Join popular 
San Francisco Bay Area instructor 
James Sokol to explore the creative 
ways lyrics of love are expressed in a 
variety of melodies creating charming 
patter songs, soaring ballads and more. 
For more information and tickets ($15), 
go to: https://jccns.org/event/exploring-
broadway-love-songs.

FRIDAY, MAY 14
PJ LIBRARY SING-IN 
SHABBAT, 5:30 p.m. Lappin 
Foundation is inviting all to participate 
in Sing-in Shabbat with award-winning 
song writer and educator, Eliana Light. 
For more information, contact Sharon 
Wyner at swyner@lappinfoundation.
org or 978-565-4450.

SATURDAY, MAY 16
ISRAELI CUISINE AND 
CONVERSATION FOR 
SHAVUOT, 6 –  8 p.m. Presented by 
Jookender Community Initiatives, Inc. 
Teens, grade 6 and up, and parents are 
invited to join this Israeli cooking class 
and conversation in English, Hebrew 
and Russian. Children or teens may 
join free with a paying adult, $20. For 
more information and to register, go 
to: www.jookender.org/Israeli-Cooking-
Spring2021.html

WEDNESDAY, MAY 19
JCCNS AUTHOR EVENT, 7 p.m.  
Jack Beerman will be discussing his 
book, “The Journey to Separate But 
Equal: Madame Decuir’s Quest for 
Racial Justice in the Reconstruction 
Era.” Visit www.jccns.org for more 
information and Zoom link.

THURSDAY, MAY 20
THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN 
CONTEXT, 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. Lappin 
Foundation is inviting Jewish high 
school students and parents to join 
for a  discussion about the Israeli-
Palestinian context of navigating the 
realities of being Jewish on campus, 
facilitated by Dr. Noam Weissman, 
senior vice president at OpenDor 
Media. The program is free. For more 
information, contact Sharon Wyner at 
swyner@lappinfoundation.org or 978-
565-4450.

SUNDAY, MAY 23
CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERTS: 
ARABELLA STRING QUARTET, 
3 – 5 p.m. Temple Emanuel of Newton 
presents the Arabella String Quartet in a 
virtual chamber music concert. Arabella 
will perform an innovative program 
featuring works of Saint-Georges and 
Ravel. Free. To register, go to: www.
templeemanuel.com.

TUESDAY, MAY 25
TRIBUTE TO LEONARD COHEN 
WITH DAVID BROZA AND 
FRIENDS IN MEMORY OF 
MICHAEL B. RUKIN, 8 p.m. 
Presented by JArts. Israeli superstar 
David Broza, who has been called the 

Israeli Leonard Cohen, will pay tribute 
to the late great Cohen through song 
and story. This online event will give 
insights on Cohen’s music and life, 
which were heavily informed by his 
relationship with Israel and Jewish 
spirituality. JArts tickets are pay-
what-you-can. The ticket is offered at 
a suggested price of $50. For more 
information and tickets, go to: https://
jartsboston.org/#.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26
PJ LIBRARY LET’S TALK 
ABOUT CARING FOR OTHERS, 
4 p.m. Children ages 6-8 are invited to 
a virtual PJ Library Caring for Others 
Story Time. Sofia Vatnik will read and 
discuss a story about caring for others 
and doing mitzvot (good deeds), and 
explore meaningful ways children can 
express they care. The program is free. 
For more information, contact Sharon 
Wyner at 978-565-4450 or swyner@
lappinfoundation.org.

THURSDAY, MAY 27
JCCNS AUTHOR EVENT, 7 p.m. 
Jack Beerman will be discussing his 
book, “The Journey to Separate But 
Equal: Madame Decuir’s Quest for 
Racial Justice in the Reconstruction 
Era.” In this talk about his new book, 
Jack Beermann will tell the story of 
how the post-Civil War Supreme Court 
took its first step toward approving 
racial segregation and the subjugation 
of the non-White population of the 
United States. The book centers around 
the remarkable story of Madame 
Josephine Decuir’s 1872 lawsuit 
after she was illegally barred from 
the cabin reserved for white women 
on a steamboat departing from New 
Orleans, a contest that ended up in the 
U.S. Supreme Court. In conversation 
with Scott Kafker, associate justice 
of the Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court. Event is free  but you 
must register in advance. For more 
information and Zoom link, visit www.
jccns.org.

TUESDAY, JUNE 1
SONGS OF THE LGBTQ+: A 
MULTI-GENRE CELEBRATION 
OF PRIDE MONTH, 2 p.m. 
Presented by the JCCNS. Whether 
you’re a member or an ally of the 
LGBTQ+ community, come kick-
off Pride Month with popular San 
Francisco Bay Area instructor James 
Sokol. Join his journey of songs from 
an array of genres – Broadway, opera, 
pop & more – that are written by 
or supportive of those in this multi-
faceted community.  $5 with early 
bird registration at: https://jccns.org/
event/songs-of-the-lgbtq-a-multi-genre-
celebration-of-pride-month.

THURSDAY, JUNE 3
COMMUNITY CONVERSATION 
SERIES WITH CHLOÉ 
VALDARY, 7 – 8 p.m.  Presented by 
the JCCNS. Community is invited  for 
a conversation with Chloé Valdary, 
activist, lecturer, writer, and founder 
of The Theory of Enchantment, an 
innovative framework for social 
emotional learning, character 
development and interpersonal 
growth that uses pop culture as an 
educational tool in the classroom and 
beyond. Valdary will be interviewed 
by JCCNS Executive Director Marty 
Schneer, and her talk will focus on 
anti-Semitism, Israel, and how The 
Theory of Enchantment may be a 
viable alternative to the diversity, 
equity and inclusion training (DEI) 
being offered in schools, government 
and workplaces around the country. 
Event is free and open to all. To 
register, go to: https://jccns.org/event/
community-conversation-series-with-
chloe-valdary. 

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
F I N E  C H I N E S E  C U I S I N E
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By Rabbi Shmuley Boteach 

What happened in Meron 
was one of the worst tragedies 
to befall the Jewish people since 
the Holocaust. It is an unmiti-
gated tragedy.

There is 
no reason 
and no jus-
t i f i c a t i o n 

for the victims’ deaths. There is 
no good that came from their 
deaths. No lesson for the col-
lective Jewish people. No celes-
tial or cosmic redemption to 
be earned from their loss. They 
should be alive.

We mourn, along with their 
families and the entire House 
of Israel. I am so sorry for their 
families. The pain must be 
beyond excruciating. May none 
of us ever know any such trag-
edy, God forbid.

The fact that there should 
have been greater police over-
sight? The fact that the Haredim 
need more civic rules by which 
their gatherings should be gov-
erned? There will be time for 
all of those investigations and 
ruminations. They are, of course, 
necessary and essential. But not 
now. Not during the shiva. Let 
the families grieve without our 
insensitive commentary.

I have always been puzzled 
as to why many religious people 
enjoy portraying God as execu-
tioner-in-chief and are always 
finding reasons to justify human 
suffering.

The Holocaust produced two 
camps of Jews. Many decided 
that the Jews had been punished 
for intermarriage and wanting 
to be secular. But others had 
a much more Jewish response. 
They rejected any theological 
justification or self-blame and 
set to work even harder toward 
the creation of a Jewish state, 
where Jews would find refuge 
and build an army to prevent 
another genocide.

The appropriate response 
to death is always life. And the 
Jewish response to suffering 
is to demand that God put an 
end to it. The very name “Israel” 
translates as “He who wrestles 
with God.” We argue with God 
over the loss of every innocent 
human life. We never justify suf-
fering.

So many people search for 
a reason why people die. They 
want to redeem tragedy by giv-
ing it meaning. Suffering enno-
bles the spirit, they say. It makes 
you more mature. It helps you 
focus on what’s important in 
life.

I would argue that suffering 
has no purpose, no redeeming 
qualities, and any attempts to 
infuse it with rich significance 
are deeply immoral.

Of course, suffering can lead 
ultimately to a positive out-
come. The rich man who had 
contempt for the poor and 
suddenly goes bankrupt can 
become more empathetic when 
he himself struggles. The arro-
gant executive who treats his 
subordinates poorly can soften 
when he is told that he, God 
forbid, has a challenging health 
issue.

But does it have to come 

about this way? Is suffering the 
only way to learn goodness?

Jewish values maintain that 
there is no good that comes from 
suffering that could not have 
come through a more blessed 
means. Some people win the 
lottery and are so humbled that 
they dedicate a huge portion 
to charity. A rock star like Bono 
becomes rich and famous and 
consecrates his celebrity to the 
relief of African poverty.

Yes, the Holocaust led direct-
ly to the creation of the State 
of Israel. But there are plenty 
of nations that came into exis-
tence without being preceded 
by gas chambers.

Here is another way that 
Jewish values are so strongly 
distinguished from other value 
systems. Many religions believe 
that suffering is redemptive. 
In Christianity, the suffering 
servant, the crucified Christ, 
brings atonement for the sins 
of humankind through his 
own torment. The message: 
No suffering, no redemption. 
Someone has to die so that the 
sins of mankind are erased.

Suffering is therefore extolled 
in the New Testament. Paul 
even made suffering an obliga-
tion, encouraging the fledgling 
Christians to “share in suffer-
ing like a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus.”

But Judaism, in prophesying 
a perfect messianic future where 
there is no death or pain, ulti-
mately rejects the suffering-is-
redemptive narrative. Suffering 
isn’t a blessing; it’s a curse.

Jews are obligated to allevi-
ate all human misery. Suffering 
leaves you bitter rather than 
blessed, scarred rather than 
humble. Few endure suffering 
without serious and lasting trau-
ma. Suffering leads to a tortured 

spirit and a pessimistic outlook. 
It scars our psyches and creates 
a cynical consciousness, devoid 
and bereft of hope.

Suffering causes us to dig out 
the insincerity in the hearts of 
our fellows and to be envious 
of other people’s happiness. If 
individuals do become better 
people as a result of their suf-
fering, it is despite the fact that 
they suffered, not because of 
it. Ennoblement of character 
comes through triumph over 
suffering rather than its endur-
ance.

Speak to Holocaust survivors 
and ask them what they gath-
ered from their suffering, aside 
from loneliness, heartbreak and 
outrage. To be sure, they also 
learned the value of life and the 

sublime quality of human com-
panionship. But these lessons, 
this depth, could easily have 
been learned through life-affirm-
ing experiences that do not leave 
all of one’s relatives as ash.

I believe that my parents’ 
divorce drove me to a deeper 

appreciation of family and a 
greater embrace of religion. Yet 
I know people who have led 
completely privileged lives and 
have far deeper philosophies of 
life than I have, and are even 
more devoted to their religion 
than I am. And they have the 
advantage of not being bitter, 
cynical or pessimistic the way 
children of divorce can some-
times be because of the pain of 
early childhood.

Whatever good we as indi-
viduals or the world in general 
receive from suffering can be 
brought about in a painless, 
joyful manner. And it behooves 
people of faiths especially to 
once and for all cease justify-
ing the death of innocents and 
instead rush to comfort and aid 
the survivors.

The Meron 45 are sorely 
missed. May their memory be 
an unmitigated blessing.

Rabbi Shmuley Boteach is 
founder of the World Values 
Network and the international 
best-selling author of 30 books, 
including Judaism for Everyone. 
Follow him on Twitter and 
Facebook @RabbiShmuley.
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Stop justifying the 45 deaths on Mount Meron

 Photo: Flash90 /Tomer Neuberg
In Tel Aviv, Israelis light candles for the 45 victims killed on Mount Meron during Lag B’Omer.
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purpose, no redeeming 
qualities, and any 
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with rich significance are 
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Arlene Kendell Goodstein, of 
Swampscott, was born in Everett 
on Jan. 9, 1937, and entered into 
rest on April 23, 2021 at the age 
of 84. 

She was the beloved wife of 
Mike Goodstein, with whom 
she shared 63 years of marriage. 
Arlene leaves behind her chil-
dren Mark and Sherri Goodstein 
and Shari and Robert Munro; 
her two grandchildren Elizabeth 
and Samantha Goodstein; and 
many dear nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces, great-nephews, 
and cousins. She was prede-
ceased by her parents Maurice 
and Sally Kendell, and her sis-
ters Honey Schloss and Harriet 
Kendell Kessler. 

Arlene grew up in Malden, 
and went to Malden High 
School, where she won State 
Awards. She went on to gradu-
ate from Boston University 
School of Education with a 
Bachelor’s in Education. She 
taught first grade for several 
years in Framingham. When 
Arlene moved to Marblehead, 
she almost immediately became 
president of ORT – this was the 
first of her many accomplish-
ments. Arlene was involved in 
the Northeast Arc and became 
campaign chair and then presi-
dent of the Women’s Division of 
the Federation. Arlene founded 
the Kendell Gardens with her sis-
ter Honey, and she also chaired 
several JCC Show House fund-
raisers. She was vice president 

of Temple Israel’s Sisterhood 
and she was involved in many 
other charities. 

Everyone who met Arlene 
came to love her. She was very 
special. Arlene will be sorely 
missed by one and all. 

Due to regulations imposed 
by the coronavirus pandemic, 
services were private. In lieu of 
flowers, expressions of sympa-
thy may be made in Arlene’s 
memory to Kendell Gardens, 
Epstein Hillel School, 6 
Community Road, Marblehead, 
MA 01945. 

Arrangements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. For 
more information or to register 
in the online guestbook, visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsa-
lem.com. 

Richard Alan Belson, of 
Peabody, entered into rest on 
April 24, 2021 at the age of 69.  

He was the beloved hus-
band of Roberta (Goldberg) 
Belson, with whom he shared 
45 years of marriage. Devoted 
father of Kimberly and Bradley 
Mendel of Chicago, Illinois, 
and Jaclyn and Jared Wilson 
of Swampscott. Proud “Z” of 
Madison and Emerson Mendel 
and Edward “EJ” and Jordyn 
Wilson. Brother of Donald 
Belson of Beverly.  Dear son of 
the late Florence and Edward 
Belson of Swampscott. 

Born on May 25, 1951, Rick 
grew up in Swampscott, play-
ing high school basketball and 
meeting the love of his life, 
Roberta. He was a devoted fan 
of the Big Blue, Red Sox, and 
Celtics. 

He graduated from Boston 
University, and raised his family 

in Peabody. His career matched 
his personality, with sales jobs 
in candy and moving, and as a 

manager/owner of multifamily 
housing.  

Rick was a friend of everyone, 
from the local sub shop owner 
to the tenants at his properties.  
He was the best to share a laugh 
with and a serious conversation 
about your relationship or your 
career. As the son of a butcher, 
his passion for food and cook-
ing was infectious. His love and 
commitment to his family could 
not be matched. Rick cherished 
the time he spent with fam-
ily and friends, always making 
everyone he met feel important.   

The Belson family is grateful 
for all the love and support his 
friends and family showed dur-
ing the last few years. The con-
versations, games, and meals 
made his battle with sarcoma 
worthwhile until the last days.  

Rick showed incredible cour-
age during his long and try-
ing battle with sarcoma. He 
was grateful for the excellent 
care he received from his MGH 
Family and Care Dimensions. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be directed towards Dr. Edward 
Choy: https://giving.massgen-
eral.org/donate, or https://giv-
ing.caredimensions.org/.

Due to regulations imposed 
by the coronavirus pandemic, 
services were private. 

Arrangements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. For 
more information or to register 
in the online guestbook, visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsa-
lem.com. 

Richard Alan Belson, 69, of Peabody, formerly of Swampscott
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Arlene Kendell Goodstein, 84, of Swampscott,  
formerly of Malden and Marblehead

Feiga “Fay” Gold, of Peabody, 
formerly of Beverly and 
Glasgow, Scotland, entered into 
rest on April 25, 2021 at the age 
of 79.  She was the beloved wife 
of Sydney Gold. 

Left to cherish her memory 
are her devoted children Michael 
Gold, Erik Gold and his wife 
Cynthia, and Stephen Gold and 
his wife Paula; treasured grand-
children Jacob, Gavin, Tristan, 
and Morgan; loving brother 
Norman “Norrie” Jacobs; sister-
in-law Wendy Raifman and her 
husband Stuart; brother-in-law 
Alan Gold and his wife Irma; 
niece Lorraine Naddell and 
her husband Paul, their chil-
dren David and his wife Julie, 
and Tanya; niece Felice Jacobs 
and her children Joanna, Matt, 
and Jay; niece Karen Jacobs and 
her partner David Gattward, 
their children Daniel, Isabel, 
and Freddie; niece Sally Jacobs 
and her children Eve and Áine 
McCallion; Kenneth Raifman 
and family; Johanna Porter and 
family; David Gold and family; 
and Robert Gold and family. 

Fay was predeceased by her 
dear parents David and Pauline 
Jacobs, adopted son Behezad 
Refah, twin grandchildren 
Zachary and Samantha Gold, 
and niece Jodi Gold. 

Fay grew up in Glasgow, 
Scotland and raised her fam-
ily in Beverly. She was a happy 
and friendly homemaker and 
worked in multiple positions for 
McDonald’s. She was a dedicat-
ed member of a weekly quilting 
group, a weekly mahjong group, 
and the YMCA. She volunteered 

for many years at the YMCA in 
the fitness room, helping peo-
ple. She loved quilting, garden-
ing, all beaches, and spending 
time with her family, especially 
her grandchildren. She cher-
ished her time spent with fam-
ily and friends and will be sadly 
missed by all.

Due to regulations imposed 
by the coronavirus pandemic, 
a private graveside, service 
was held at Sons of Jacob, 
Middleton. In lieu of flowers, 
expressions of sympathy may 
be made in Feiga’s memory 
to Care Dimensions (https://
www.caredimensions.org), or 
the Alzheimer’s Association 
(https://www.alz.org).

Arrangements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. For 
more information or to register 
in the online guestbook, visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.
com. 

Feiga “Fay” Gold, 79, of Peabody,  
formerly of Beverly, and Glasgow, Scotland
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ministers finally agreed on 
something – declaring a nation-
al day of mourning. But neither 
Netanyahu, nor his Haredi min-
isters, took responsibility for the 
outrageous sin of not prepar-
ing Mount Meron for the huge 
crowds that come every year 
to mark Lag B’ Omer near the 
tomb of the religious scholar 
Shimon bar Yochai. We will not 
look at Lag B’Omer the same 
way again. Lag B’Omer-2021, 
like Yom Kippur-1973, changed 
that.  

Yom Kippur-1973 became 
a day associated with the 
Labor Party establishment that 
thought it could do no wrong. 
Lag B’Omer-2021 could be an 
alarm bell for Haredim and 
their leaders after a year when 
Haredim suffered a dispro-
portionate share of COVID-19 
virus deaths, as Haredi leaders 
arrogantly flouted government 
health regulations. 

In a broader sense, too, Lag 
B’Omer 5781 (2021) should be a 
wake-up call to Israel’s general 
population on the continuing 
costs of disunity that produce 
fatal cases of disorganization 
and lawlessness.  

Life in Israel should not be 
a Greek tragedy. Greek tragedy 
is unavoidable, based on a fatal 
flaw like the heel of Achilles. 
Jewish tragedy is like watching 

a bunch of Jews observing an 
avoidable tragedy unfold step-
by-step while each one looks at 
the other waiting for someone 
– anyone – to stop the tragedy. 

But in the end, no one acts in 
time. 

Michael Widlanski is a 
Jerusalem-based journalist. 
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Lee F. (Jacobson) Goldman, 
82, of Swampscott, formerly of 
Malden, entered eternal rest on 
April 26, 2021. 

She was the devoted wife of 
Frank Goldman. Beloved moth-
er of Jennifer Goldman and 
Sam and Caroline Goldman. 
Cherished grandmother of 
Rachel, Hannah, and Leah 
Goldman. Dear sister of Alan 
Jacobson. Lee was born on April 
18, 1939 to the late Irving and 
Helen (Cohen) Jacobson. 

After graduating from Malden 
High School in 1957, Lee gradu-
ated from the Mass. Memorial 
School of Nursing and worked 
for Boston Medical Center. She 
practiced as a nurse for over 50 
years. 

She married Frank on May 
24, 1964, and raised their fam-

ily in Malden, together almost 
60 years before her passing. 
Her children and grandchildren 
were her pride and joy. 

She was actively involved 
in B’nai B’rith and the temple 
sisterhood. She was the presi-
dent and member of the Mass. 
Memorial Nurses Alumni 
Association at Boston Medical 
Center for decades. Lee was the 
true matriarch of the family and 
will be sorely missed by every-
one whose life she touched.

Private graveside services 
were held on April 29. In lieu 
of flowers, expressions of sym-
pathy in Lee’s memory may 
be donated to The Kids Fund 
at Boston Medical Center, 
Office of Development, 801 
Massachusetts Ave., 1st floor, 
Boston, MA 02118. 

Arrangements were handled 
by Goldman Funeral Chapel, 
Malden. For online condolenc-
es, go to www.goldmanfc.com. 

Lee F. (Jacobson) Goldman, 82, of Swampscott, formerly of Malden

Wayne David Prost, of 
Bedford and formerly of 
Newburyport, entered into rest 
on April 17, 2021 at the age of 80. 
He was the dear son of (the late) 
Jerahmiel and Dorothy Prost 
and is survived by his loving 
sister Maris Prost and her com-
panion Stanley Stockwell, who 
was also Wayne’s close friend.

Wayne is also survived by his 
daughter Robin Lynn Valentino, 
his niece Risa Shaktman, and 
his nephews Joshua Shaktman 
and his wife Linda, and Eric 
Shaktman and his fiancée Diane 
Thomas. He is also survived by his 
four grandnieces Melissa, Laura, 
Luna, and Lindsey Shaktman, his 
grandnephew Joseph Shaktman 
and his wife Kayla, as well as 
two great-grandnieces and one 
great-grandnephew, along with 
caring friends Cheryl Denise 
and Charles Blake, as well as 
many of the staff at The Edith 
Nourse Memorial VA Hospital in 
Bedford.

Wayne was born in Beverly 
and was raised in Newburyport, 
where he graduated from 
Newburyport High School 
in 1959. While in high school, 
Wayne was able to get his pilot 
license before he graduated. 
After high school, Wayne went 
on to college at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, where 
he graduated from the School of 
Engineering.

A proud U.S. veteran, Wayne 
joined the Navy in May 1958 
and served for 21 years. While 

in the service, he served as an 
Airborne RDR Intercept Officer 
and Radio Operator Chief in 
Phantom F4 jets, flying off air-
craft carriers in the Vietnam 
War, and went on to become a 
lieutenant before his discharge 
in 1979. During his service, he 
was awarded 14 Air Medals, the 
National Service Defense Medal, 
the Navy Unit Commendation, 
the Vietnam Service Medal, the 
Vietnam Campaign Medal, and 
three Navy Commendations.

Due to regulations imposed 
by the coronavirus pandemic, 
a private graveside service will 
be held at Farband Cemetery 
in Danvers. In lieu of flowers, 
expressions of sympathy may 
be made in Wayne’s memory 
to Bedford VAMC, 200 Springs 
Road, Bedford, MA 01730, or at 
www.volunteermatch.org. 

Arrangements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. For 
more information or to register in 
the online guestbook, visit www.
stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Wayne David Prost, 80, of Bedford,  
formerly of Newburyport

Bette (Fishman) Weiss passed 
away on April 30, 2021 after a 
courageous 10-month battle 
with pancreatic cancer. 

Daughter of the late Peter 
and Rose (Kramer) Fishman, she 
was the loving wife of Richard 
Weiss for 51 years. She was the 
devoted mother of Mira (Weiss) 
Kucharsky and Clayton Weiss. 
Bette’s greatest joy was being 
the beloved Nana to her two 
grandchildren, Jeffrey Kucharsky 
and Lindsey Kucharsky. She was 
extremely close to her brother 
James Fishman and her late sis-
ter Jane Fishman. Bette also felt 
blessed to have grown up with 
her dear first cousins.

Born on October 29, 1946, in 
Malden, Bette lived in Revere 
before moving to Swampscott at 
the age of 14. She and Richard 
met in high school and raised 
their family in Swampscott.

Bette received her Ph.D. 
in Nutritional Biology from 
MIT in 1972 after completing 
her undergraduate degree at 

Simmons College. She started 
at Emmanuel College as a biol-
ogy professor in 1974 and taught 
for 43 dedicated years. Bette’s 
cherished years at Emmanuel 
resulted in lifelong friendships. 
She was very involved with fur-
thering her community and the 
lives of her students, serving on 
multiple committees and col-

laborating with colleagues to 
enhance her department. She 
was recognized for her excel-
lence in teaching and was a 
mentor to many, especially 
young women in science.

Bette loved growing up on the 
beach, taking family vacations, 
baking birthday cakes, and 
spending Nana Days with her 
grandchildren, doing science 
experiments, going to Salem 
Willows, and playing board 
games.

Services will be private. Bette 
was so grateful for her caring 
treatment at the Mass General/
North Shore Cancer Center at 
MGH Danvers. Donations may 
be made in her honor at https://
giving.massgeneral.org/cancer/
donate/. 

Arrangements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. For 
more information or to regis-
ter in the online guestbook, visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.
com.

Bette (Fishman) Weiss, 74, of Swampscott, formerly of Revere
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full implications are from the 
past year and a half. 

The large Atlantic Avenue 
Reform shul, with about 575 
members, has been closed to 
in-person worship since March 
2020, though the synagogue has 
held small bar and bat mitz-
vah celebrations in person. The 
temple is taking steps to reopen 
for in-person services and pro-
grams.

“I do know that the live 
streaming services and the abil-
ity to stream classes, meetings 
and other gatherings online has 
been a great success through 
this challenging time,” Meyer 
said. 

As temples reopen, some ele-
ment of an online option will 
remain.

The challenge will be how 
to blend in-person with remote 
offerings, like Torah study or a 
confirmation class, with both 
being just as meaningful, Meyer 
said.

There is also concern about 
the long-term effects on smaller 
synagogues with tight budgets, 
Meyer said. If one can attend 
any synagogue remotely, those 
that offer creative services will 
attract people from outside the 
congregation. 

“The barrier between mem-
berships and not belonging is 
very permeable,” Meyer said.

Sarna agrees. 
“We are already seeing all 

sorts of experiments concern-
ing funding of synagogues,” 
Sarna said. These include “pay-
as-you-go models [where] ‘we 
will share with you what it costs 

and hope you will contribute,’ ” 
Sarna said. 

In the future, he said, those 
joining in from afar will not be 
able to do so for free.

Many congregations will find 
cost savings in hybrid in-per-
son/online arrangements. Once 
synagogues make the initial 
outlay for equipment, “the costs 
are not so great,” Sarna said, 
noting that Zoom, for instance, 
is a free app. 

If a year and a half of remote 
participation has enhanced 
synagogue life, it has also raised 
the idea of a Jewish commu-
nity absent a “brick-and-mor-
tar” synagogue, Meyer said. 
Synagogues in big cities had 
already been reaching out to 
younger Jewish people, who 
move around a lot but want to 
stay connected to their old shul. 
He cited GatherDC, a nonprofit 
organization that is not spon-
sored by a synagogue that con-
nects Jewish people in their 20s 
and 30s to Jewish life.

As far as the impact on mem-
bership in 5782, Meyer said 
“it’s too early to tell.” Temple 
Emanu-El’s congregation par-
ticipated at a high level during 
the pandemic. Shabbat services 
have drawn participants from 
across the United States, Great 
Britain and Israel. A regular 
Friday night service may draw 
100 to 200 online, but over the 
course of a couple of days, with 
the service posted to Facebook, 
a service can have more than 
1,000 views, he said.

The Conservative Temple 
Ner Tamid in Peabody planned 

a soft opening on April 30, with 
40 people who reserved their 
places in advance, with masks, 
health forms and no singing. 

“In theory, we grew, too,” said 
Rabbi Richard Perlman, due to 
people Zooming in from Rhode 
Island and Cape Cod, who also 
made contributions.

When the pandemic hit, 
the Conservative movement 
allowed for virtual minyans 
during the health crisis. “Until 
the pandemic is no longer an 
emergency, we want a quorum 
of 10 people safely on Zoom,” 
Perlman said. 

When the pandemic is over, 
“we will require 10 adults in 
person when services are being 
held.” 

Perlman said the move to 
online services at the temple 
started a few years ago, before 
the pandemic. 

Ner Tamid’s religious school 
had already offered in-per-
son classes on Sundays and 
Tuesdays, with the option to 
attend the Tuesday class online.

As for future synagogues, 
Perlman envisions a mix of in-
person and online services and 
programs, something that will 
help bring the next generation 
along. 

However, the inability to get 
people together is a real prob-
lem, he said. 

“Everyone wants to come 
back and break bread together,” 
Perlman said. 

Sarna is sanguine about the 
temple of the future, given how 
inexpensive and easy to use 
Zoom has been. 

“I think we will look back and 
say that COVID accelerated the 
move to … a digital world and 
in terms of the synagogue, that 
meant people discovered they 
could tune in far beyond their 
own neighborhoods,” he said. 

Technologies such as Zoom, 
Sarna said, may also help 
younger members who find it 
hard to be involved due to the 
hassle and expense of getting a 
babysitter. And members who 
move away in the summer or 
when they get older will still be 
able to stay with their shul, he 
noted. 

“But we’ve certainly seen 
people who decided, ‘I want 
to affiliate with this big syna-
gogue,’” Sarna said. Synagogues 
in many large communities, like 
the Park Avenue Synagogue in 
New York City or the congrega-
tion of Rabbi Sharon Brous in 
Los Angeles, added members 
from far away, he said.

“I don’t think this is going to 
go away, but it’s going to accel-
erate the differences between 
the haves and the have-nots,” 
Sarna said. 

The use of virtual technolo-
gies may also widen the divide 
between Orthodox and non-
Orthodox congregations.

“The Orthodox have made 
very clear that while Zoom is 
wonderful six days a week and 
there are Orthodox congrega-
tions that have embraced it and 
have created some really amaz-
ing programming and learn-
ing opportunities, they have a 
sense that on … Shabbat, when 
you want a particular kind of 

atmosphere, Zoom is excluded,” 
Sarna said. 

Ira Dinnes, the president of 
the Conservative Temple Sinai 
in Marblehead, is less enthusi-
astic about a future of temples 
moving to more virtual offer-
ings. 

“Many temples were sharing 
Facebook and other links ear-
lier,” Dinnes said. “Those with 
older congregations will contin-
ue to provide those streaming 
services. I hope the High Holy 
Days will be back to normal. We 
are currently open now for ser-
vices with restrictions per the 
federal and state guidelines, all 
masked.”

He said it was premature to 
ask about membership growth, 
saying few temples grow mem-
bers except during the High 
Holidays. Initially, the temple 
saw more viewers nationally 
and from around the world, but 
with the warmer weather, they 
have seen viewership stabilize 
or decrease. Dinnes said the 
temple will not be offering free 
Zoom or Facebook services for 
the High Holy Days.

When asked about the 
impact on dues, Dinnes did not 
mince words about the need for 
North Shore unaffiliated Jews to 
join a temple.

“It really is a shame how 
many Temples are closing,” 
Dinnes said. “Temple Sinai is 
strong in social action and adult 
education. If people do not join 
temples, and do not learn or 
participate in programming, 
their financial support for the 
hungry, the homeless, the ill, 
the elderly will drop.” The tem-
ple hosts the Jewish Family and 
Children’s Service’s food pantry 
on the North Shore, and food 
insecurity doubled during the 
pandemic while support for 
Jewish institutions has dropped, 
Dinnes said. 

“Where is Tikkun Olam? 
Where is the sense of commu-
nity and charity?” Dinnes asked.

The problem with Zoom ser-
vices is one does not get the 
same sense of holiness sitting at 
home during services that you 
get at temple, Dinnes said. 

“Certainly, you do not get a 
sense of real community. And 
so much bonding occurs at ser-
vices and the (Oneg Shabbat 
gatherings) that follow them.”

Alex Matthews, the congre-
gational leader of the nonde-
nominational Ahavas Achim in 
Newburyport, said attendance 
sustained during the pandemic, 
with many joining from out of 
state.

“People show up as soon as 
services start and they stay the 
whole time, which is not nec-
essarily common with in-per-
son [attendance],” Matthews 
said. The temple is taking 
advantage of virtual program-
ing from Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies and the Lappin 
Foundation, which allows his 
members to participate in pro-
grams that may be hard to get 
to in-person. The support of the 
CJP allowed the congregation 
to install a professional online 
broadcast system in the sanctu-
ary to stream services.

He’s beginning to wonder 
what will happen when the 
temple reopens for in-person 
services.

“I hope we are able to navi-
gate the new comfort zones,” 
Matthews said.
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er there are, they just love it,” 
Glickman said.

Glickman is no stranger to 
Israeli TV, stage and screen. He’s 
one of the country’s most cel-
ebrated actors whose fame has 
been propelled internationally 
because of the show’s populari-
ty. He has also become a familiar 
face in many American Jewish 
homes as well.

“Dov, I know we have never 
met before this morning,” said 
Sarah Ovadia, Lappin’s devel-
opment director, as she intro-
duced Glickman, “yet I know I 
speak for everyone today and 
for everyone who has watched 
the show, we feel like we’ve 
known you forever.”

Glickman was interviewed 
by moderator David Brand, a 
businessman and philanthro-
pist who serves on the board of 
the American Friends of Tel Aviv 
University. 

Glickman said the script’s 
attention to detail means noth-
ing is left to chance, such as the 
time when one of Shulem’s sons 

unravels a phone cord wrapped 
around a chair leg for his domi-
neering father.

“There’s no coincidence in the 
making of this show,” Glickman 
said. “Everything is thought-out 
and preplanned to the dot.”

The show’s writers and co-
creators, Ori Elon and Yehonatan 
Indursky, chart out what each 
character is eating down to how 
much bread and sardine is in 
his hand during a kitchen scene, 
Glickman said. 

Glickman loves to improvise, 
but not on “Shtisel,” he said.

“Because this script is so per-
fect. It comes from two writers 
who know this world so well. 
The characters are already on 
the page. All we have to do is 
connect with them.”

The show’s toughest chal-
lenge as an actor is a physical, 
not a Talmudic one, Glickman 
said. He has to show up at 5 
a.m. and have a beard glued to 
his face for an hour. He then 
has to put on warm clothes 
and a prosthetic belly in the 

heat of Jerusalem. They shot for 
12-hour days last August.

“And during lunch break, 
try to eat without food getting 
in your fake beard,” Glickman 
said. 

Glickman said the series 
made him realize the need for 
more tolerance between reli-
gious and secular Jews.

He recalled an occasion, 
before taking up his role as 
Shulem, when he was cross-
ing the street, and a woman 
observed an Orthodox man on 
a bicycle.

The woman, who he didn’t 
know, told him: “I don’t like 
them, I’m sure you don’t like 
them, too.” And Glickman told 
her: “For to know if I like some-
one or not, I have to know him 
personally. I don’t know this 
man. As much as I know you 

personally, I don’t like you.” 
Glickman said his next proj-

ect, which was shot in Prague, 
is called “Oslo,” an HBO movie 
based on the Tony-winning 
Broadway play about the back-
channel negotiations of the 
1993 Oslo Accords between the 
Israelis and the Palestinians. 
The film premiers May 29.

While Glickman enjoyed 
the production and the role, 
he contracted the coronavirus 
during the filming. He arrived 
about a month after shooting 
the third season of “Shtisel,” 
where there was not a lot of 
social distancing on this set.

“No one got COVID, no 
one from the production [of 
“Shtisel”]. Then, I came to 
Prague. This was the mother of 
all capsules. You cannot imagine. 
They checked us twice a day.” 

They couldn’t go out, every-
one who came near them was 
tested, and four actors tested 
positive, Glickman said.

He said he received an anti-
body treatment and suffered 
a fever for one day, but the 
production was delayed two 
weeks. 

Glickman said they are 
hoping for a fourth season of 
“Shtisel,” but he noted it’s a 
hard show to make and the cast 
didn’t think there would be a 
third season but for Netflix.

“I hope so much that it will 
come,” Glickman said. “I don’t 
know if it will come.” He said 
it would be a disaster if there 
wasn’t a fourth season because 
there are so many things to be 
sorted out. 

“I want to know also what 
will be,” Glickman said.
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“Let me state as clearly as I 
can: Acts of anti-Asian hate and 
anti-Semitism such as these are 
unacceptable and violate what 
we stand for as a community.” 
Monaco said in a statement. 

According to the ADL, there 
were a reported 109 anti-Semitic 
incidents of assault, harassment 
and vandalism in New England 
last year, according to organiza-
tion’s annual audit, released on 
the second anniversary of the 
deadly shooting at Chabad of 
Poway in California.

The report said while there 
was a 23 percent drop in anti-
Semitic incidents in New 
England from 2019 to 2020, that 
number is still historically high 
since the anti-hate organization 
started tracking them in 1979.

Nationwide, ADL’s “Audit of 
Antisemitic Incidents” totaled 
1,242 incidents of harassment 
in 2020, which is up 10 percent 
from 2019. The ADL also tracked 
73 anti-Semitic incidents in 
Massachusetts last year, which 
represents a 36 percent decline 
from 114 in 2019. 

Massachusetts chalked up 
the sixth highest number of 
incidents per state in the coun-
try, behind New York (336), New 
Jersey (295), California (289), 
Florida (127) and Pennsylvania 
(101).

The discovery of racist and 
anti-Semitic graffiti last week 
was made by Tara Conley of 
Weymouth as she was out for 
a walk with her son when they 
came across it scrawled on the 
pathway in what turned out 

to be a part of neighboring 
Abington.

Conley found writing that 
said “Kill all Jews,” adjacent to 
a swastika drawn in black paint. 
“Hitler is a god,” read another. 

Although Conley lives in 
Weymouth, the remote area 
where she found the screed was 
actually in Abington. It’s an area 
where young people often con-
gregate, she said. As someone 
who frequently walks there, she 
said it showed up within a cou-
ple of days of when she found it.

“It’s 2021, why do we have to 
live like this?” said Conley, 45, 
who is Asian American, and who 
whose 24-year-old son is Black. .

She posted pictures of 
the hate speech on Facebook 
and reported it to authorities. 
The town of Abington sent a 
Highway Department crew to 
cover it up that day, and Town 
Manager Scott Lambiase said 
police are investigating.

The ADL reported acts of 
vandalism nationwide declined 
by 18 percent, while they fell 
by 33 percent in Massachusetts, 
with 35 incidents in 2020, com-
pared to 52 in 2019.

“It’s a reminder that there 
are people and forces out there 
that are not dissuaded about 
their hatred for Jews and other 
groups, and they want to share 
it,” said Robert Trestan, ADL 
New England’s regional director, 
when asked about the hate graf-
fiti discovered at the old naval air 
station. “And they want to share 
their hate. And the graffiti was 
not just directed at Jews, it was 

directed at Black Americans.”
While some might conjecture 

that this was the work of kids, 
Trestan said we should let the 
police conduct an investigation 
and not jump to conclusions.

“It doesn’t matter if it was 
a kid, or an adult or a white 
supremacist, the impact on the 
person who sees it, the harm, 
the threat is exactly the same.” 

The incident is among a 
string of some high-profile anti-
Semitic incidents over the past 
several months, including the 
discovery of anti-Semitic and 
racist graffiti on the rocks on 
Preston Beach in Swampscott 
and Marblehead in September, 
an incident the ADL singled out 
in its press release. 

Trestan said the decline in 
incidents in New England is 
positive, but it may be related 
to a drop in numbers in K-12 
schools and on college campus-
es, which were closed due to the 
pandemic.

Incidents at Massachusetts 
Jewish institutions and schools 
were down slightly, with 14 in 
2020 and 15 the year before. 
Incidents at non-Jewish K-12 
schools in the state fell from 
40 in 2019 to 13 in 2020, while 
incidents on Bay State college 
campuses were down, with eight 
last year and 13 the year before.

“Unfortunately, these anti-
Asian and anti-Semitic inci-
dents are part of a larger trend 
in the United States,” Tufts 
President Monaco said in his 
remarks. “Our campus has not 
been immune to this trend as 

complaints of bias to our Office 
of Equal Opportunity have 
increased significantly over the 
past several years. This is not 
acceptable.”

In February 2019, dozens of 
anti-Semitic flyers featuring pigs 
with guns emblazoned with the 
words “Israeli Apartheid Forces” 
were found at Tufts University 
Hillel, and this was condemned 
by Monaco and the Hillel.

In September 2019, a swas-
tika was found attached to a 
student’s door at a residence 
hall on the university’s Medford/
Somerville campus, an act which 
Monaco and Alums for Campus 
Fairness at Tufts University also 
condemned.

This academic year, a Jewish 
Tufts student and a member 
of the Tufts Community Union 
Judiciary was singled out for 
fact checking and removing 
false information from a stu-
dent referendum promoted 
by the Students for Justice in 
Palestine chapter at the univer-
sity. The referendum sought to 
rebuke the university’s former 
police chief for taking part in a 
2017 ADL exchange program in 
which he received training in 
Israel. The student faced harass-
ment and an unsuccessful effort 
to get him ousted from his stu-
dent government post for what 
his detractors termed his “pro-
Israel bias.”

The ADL tracked disruptions 
of Zoom meetings in schools, 
workplaces and during funerals, 
called Zoom bombing, includ-
ing a Newton school’s Zoom 

meeting being disrupted by a 
known white supremacist hack-
er who joined the meeting and 
pulled down his shirt collar to 
reveal a swastika tattoo on his 
chest.

“We saw people perpetrating 
anti-Semitism, not on a cam-
pus, but infiltrating online,” 
Trestan said, adding “The pan-
demic did not deter motivated 
anti-Semites, they still found a 
way to harass Jews.”

Trestan said the best way 
to respond “is everyone needs 
to be united in calling out all 
forms of hate and reporting it. 
It can’t be random.” Hate has to 
be called out at all levels in the 
community, from the top down, 
he said. 

Abington Town Manager 
Lambiase said the town’s police 
chief and deputy police chief 
are looking into the hate graffiti 
incident. 

“It’s not something we are 
typically dealing with,” he said. 
“I think it’s a bunch of mis-
guided kids who need a little bit 
of straightening out.” Lambiase 
said unlike a well-used walking 
trail in town, there is nobody 
watching these remote areas, 
which are hard to access. The 
town has asked the developer 
of the abandoned air station to 
step up security. 

“It’s aggravating on our part 
in not knowing how to solve the 
problem,” Lambiase said. 

Staff writer Ethan M. 
Forman can be reached at for-
man@jewishjournal.org

Hate graffiti found at Tufts, and in Abington
from page 1
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helps deepen their connec-
tions,” Rabbi Hamilton said, 
noting that KI is the first shul to 
partner with Base.

As strong as the younger 
congregational community is, 
however, there are plans for fur-
ther growth.

“My goal for the teen pro-
gramming at KI is consistent 
with my goal for the children of 
our community across all ages,” 
said Lisa Redisch, the congrega-
tion’s director of family engage-
ment, who maintains that her 
primary objective is to allow 
and encourage all members 
of the KI community to find 
a “spiritual center” for Jewish 
learning, growth, and commu-
nity. “I hope that our teens feel 
comfortable exploring and dis-
covering their Judaism as they 
become adults and find a safe 
space to ask big questions as 
they go through a developmen-
tally crucial age.”

Among Redisch’s projects 
have been launching a BBYO 
chapter and developing a quar-
terly Teen Takeover Shabbat 
that will be in addition to any 
other events the younger con-

gregants undertake.
“In addition to leading the 

tefillot and reading Torah,” 
Redisch explained, “[the teens] 
have an opportunity to prepare 
some words of Torah to share 
with the community during the 
time that we would normally 
hear a sermon from one of the 
rabbis.”

Now that the programming 
at KI has taken hold, Rabbi 
Hamilton looks forward to 
expanding it further once peo-
ple return to the KI campus and 
Redisch hopes to use it as a 

model for other congregations 
and communities.

“What we are looking for-
ward to,” Rabbi Hamilton said, 
“is developing a strong core of 
pre-college kids and a team of 
post-college kids. That is really 
a great recipe for instilling some 
important formative commit-
ments at these critical ages. We 
want to establish commitments 
that make holiness attractive 
in the world. That is what ani-
mates our campus vision and 
it all feeds into that sense of 
purpose we have.”

Somerville resident Jon 
Maren is best known for his 
career in real estate rath-
er than for being dealt royal 
flushes, straights or full houses. 
However, on April 26, Maren 
became the first-place winner 
of the first-ever FIDF National 
Poker Tournament: New 
England Chapter Qualifying 
Event.

Some 12 FIDF New England 
Chapter supporters came 
together to play locally as part 
of FIDF’s first-ever National 

Poker Tournament to support 
well-being and educational pro-
grams for Israel Defense Forces 
(IDF) soldiers. Maren advanced 
to FIDF’s first-ever National 
Poker Tournament final event 
on May 2.

“Looking forward to Sunday 
night – hopefully I will be the 
grand champion!” said Maren, 
after the tournament. “Of 
course, that would mean having 
to beat Eli and Maria which is 
very unlikely, but quite the priv-
ilege to play with them along 

with supporting FIDF.” 
The final event included 

prize-winning author and inter-
national poker champion Maria 
Konnikova, celebrity poker 
players Eli Elezra, Gershon 
Distenfeld, and commentator 
Jeff Platt. 

West Orange New Jersey 
native Paul Tractenberg, presi-
dent of Center for Diversity 
and Equality in Education and 

Professor Emeritus at Rutgers 
Law School, won the final event. 
The second place and third-
place winners of the tourna-
ment were Chuck Myers from 
Boston and Stuart Carlin from 
Birmingham, Michigan.

All proceeds from the tour-
nament will support FIDF’s 
well-being and educational pro-
grams for Israel Defense Forces 
soldiers. 

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
Traditional Jewish Preschool located  
in Peabody. Looking for an 
experienced toddler / preschool 
teacher with a bachelor’s degree and 
3-5 years experience. Must be EEC 
certified. Must have strong management skills and a knowledge of  
child development.  Monday - Friday 8:30a.m. - 2:30p.m.

Please contact Leslie Williams at Lwilliamstbs@gmail.com.

Henry M. Lerner, M.D.
Obstetrician-Gynecologist

Certified Mohel
40+ years experience 
doing circumcisions

For a meaningful, memorable bris

  617-894-1397    
 bostonbris.com 
 hmlerner@henrylerner.com

LISTEN TO COMMUNITY LEADER  
JIM SHAINKER AND GUESTS
DISCUSS CURRENT EVENTS ~ LITERATURE ~ HOLIDAYS ~  

POLITICS ~ ISRAEL ~ MUSIC ~ HALACHA ~ AND MORE

L’CHAIM 
JEWISH INTERACTIVE RADIO

FRIDAY @10AM ~ SUNDAY @7PM
980 AM / WWW.980WCAP.COM / ANY RADIO APP

YOU CAN BE PART OF THE SHOW!

Dental Implant Restorations • Prosthodontic Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges • Inlays & Onlays • Smile Makeovers 

Veneers • Teeth Whitening • Dentures

Marblehead’s Premier Prosthodontist

Sensitive care and  
superb aesthetic results are  

the hallmark of our world class 
prosthodontic practice.

InnovatIve RestoRatIve & aesthetIc DentIstRy

JeffRey R. DoRnbush, D.D.s. 210 Humphrey Street, Suite 103 • Marblehead   781-639-0700 • drdornbush.com • office@drdornbush.com
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Best Lawyers®, the oldest 
and most respected guide to 
the legal profession, is pleased 
to announce the release of 
the 2021 Edition of “The Best 
Lawyers® in New England.” 
The edition’s “Lawyer of the 
Year” includes Alan S. Pierce 
of the Salem law firm Pierce. 
Pierce & Napolitano. Pierce was 
nominated by his peers and 
named “Lawyer of The Year” for 
Workers’ Compensation law in 
2021, for the third consecutive 
year.

“Best Lawyers highlights the 
achievements of outstanding 
legal industry leaders,” says 
Best Lawyers CEO Phil Greer. 
“For the last 40 years, we have 
proudly presented the most 
trustworthy, respected and 
unbiased legal referrals globally.” 

“Lawyer of the Year” honorees are based on extremely high 
overall feedback within specific practice areas and metropolitan 
regions.

Alan Pierce honored as  
‘Lawyer of the Year’

Alan Pierce

Julie Selesnick, a 1990 
graduate of Peabody Veterans 
Memorial High School, pro-
vides legal services address-
ing employee benefits, insur-
ance coverage, and health care. 
Super Lawyers recently chose 
Selesnick for their 2019–2021 
list. This peer designation is 
awarded only to a select num-
ber of accomplished attorneys 
in each state. 

The Super Lawyers rating 
service identifies outstand-
ing attorneys from more than 
70 practice areas who have 
attained extraordinary peer 
recognition and professional 
achievement. Their patented 
selection process includes inde-
pendent research, peer nomi-
nations, and peer evaluations. 
Super Lawyers Magazine publishes the list and 
profiles the selected attorneys. It is distributed to 
attorneys in their state or region and published in 
leading city and regional magazines.

Selesnick graduated with a B.A., cum laude, 
from San Diego State University and was elect-

ed Phi Beta Kappa and Pi 
Sigma Alpha. She received her 
J.D. degree from the George 
Washington University School 
of Law and was elected Order 
of the Coif. This honorary scho-
lastic society encourages excel-
lence in legal education by for-
mally commending law school 
graduates for their scholarly 
accomplishments.

Selesnick began legal prac-
tice in 2002 and is currently Of 
Counsel to the plaintiff law firm 
Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll. 
She represented the NAACP 
in a race-based discrimina-
tion lawsuit against the U.S. 
President and Departments 
of Justice, Homeland Security, 
and Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement for rescinding the 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
memo. The Supreme Court upheld the favorable 
district court opinion in this case, vacating the 
DACA rescission memo in June 2020.

Selesnick is the daughter of Judy Selesnick of 
Peabody and Herbert Selesnick of Salem.

Julie Selesnick

Julie Selesnick recognized as top rated  
employee benefits attorney in Washington 

Jon Maren wins inaugural FIDF New England Poker Tournament 

Jon Maren

Kehillath Israel 
from page 9
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By Steven A. Rosenberg

JOURNAL STAFF

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker opened 
Chabad of the North Shore in 
1992 in Swampscott and since 

then has expanded to Peabody, 
Lynn and Everett. Lipsker is the 
son of a Chabad rabbi, and grew 
up in Pennsylvania. He attended 
Yeshiva High School in Pittsburgh, 
followed by two years of study in 
London and Boston – and also did 
internships in California, Nebraska, 
England and Belarus. He received 
his rabbinic ordination in the 
Central Lubavitch Yeshiva in Crown 
Heights, in Brooklyn. He is married 
to Layah Lipsker, and their children 
are Yaakov, Eliyahu, Adina (and her 
husband Moishe Wilhelm), Sheva, 
Batya, and Michali.  

A  A  A
Can you tell me about your upbring-
ing, where you grew up and your 
family background?

I grew up in Northeast Philadelphia. 
My parents are shluchim of the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe and this was an 
integral part of my upbringing. I always 
knew intuitively that this was my path. 
Though my folks are in their late seven-
ties and early eighties, they have lived 
and worked there for close to 60 years. 
My dad has never formally retired and 
is still an active rabbi and teacher. Our 
home was an open door to roving char-
ity collectors, and a home away from 
home for an entire cast of down-on-
their-luck Vietnam veterans, Holocaust 
survivors, Russian emigres, and many 
homesick Israelis. They all found an 
open door, a warm meal, and a listening 
ear. 

You were a yeshiva student in Boston 
when you fell in love with the North 
Shore – can you tell us how about 
that?

It feels like there was a lot of syn-
chronicity at work “behind the scenes” – 
seemingly random events conspiring, to 
bring us together with the North Shore. 
One of the first days that we were in the 
yeshiva in Brookline an older gentleman 
walked in to the study hall with Rabbi 
Ciment of blessed memory. I recognized 
him at once – it was Mendel Kaufman.
He would spend Shabbat as a guest in 
our home when we were younger. He 
owned many amusement parks that 

would travel across the country setting 
up shop in the parking lots of shopping 
centers. He would spend Shabbat with 
local Chabad families. Mendel Feller, my 
best friend since I was12, was also a stu-
dent at the Boston Rabbinical Academy. 
Kaufman would stay in his home in St. 
Paul, Minnesota as well. 

In the early 1990s, Kaufman helped 
run a tiny synagogue out of Harry 
Fielding’s living room on Seaview 
Avenue in Marblehead. He had learned 
of the arrival of the new rabbinical 
students and was looking for two vol-
unteers to come to run services, teach 
classes, and do some holiday programs. 
As soon as he saw Mendy and I his face 
lit up with Joy. The rest is history. We 
went there every single Shabbat for two 
years. I knew then that this was where I 
needed to be. As a result, I feel like the 
North Shore is so much deeper than the 
beautiful place to live that it is. I see it 
as a place that has been etched into my 
soul and become part of my spiritual 
DNA. 

You are the first Hasidic rabbi to have 
a congregation north of Boston. What 
made you choose the North Shore 
and Swampscott, in particular?

I feel like the North Shore chose us 
in a strange spiritual way. Aside from 
already being familiar with Swampscott 
and Marblehead, we felt that this was 
the logical place to begin setting down 
roots as it had the largest concentration 
of Jews living on the North Shore. We 

chose Swampscott simply because we 
felt it straddled Lynn and Marblehead 
and would position us in the center. 

When you arrived in Swampscott 
in 1992, you knew few people in 
the area. The North Shore already 
had a number of temples. Why were 
you confident that people would 
embrace Chabad, and what did you 
offer that other branches of Judaism 
didn’t?

I think our approach was unique in 
the way it was very geared to foster-
ing personal relationships and that 
was something of an anomaly in the 
community at the time. It seemed to 
resonate. We opened a Hebrew School 
that was fun and upbeat way before its 
time. It was amazing for parents to hear 
their children nudging them to “hurry 
up or we’ll be late for Hebrew school.” 
We came with the Hasidic warmth, and 
mystical joy that was central to our 
religious upbringing and the optimistic 
non-judgmental vision of the Rebbe. Of 
course our youth didn’t hurt. 

You started off with a small shul 
and Hebrew School above a conve-
nience store in Swampscott. Since 
then, Chabad of the North Shore 
has grown – you have a large shul 
in Swampscott, and branches in 
Peabody, Lynn and Everett. In addi-
tion, you have a summer camp 
and have also built a mikvah in 
Swampscott. How do you explain 
your growth and popularity, and the 
support you’ve received?

I attribute any success we have had 
to numerous factors. The commit-
ment and dedication of my wife Layah 
for agreeing to move here with me 
was instrumental in the founding and 
growth of the organization. The love and 
support and pride of our children was a 
huge factor; growing up in this way had 
many rewards but it can be challenging 
and frustrating. The looming and very 
much larger-than-life spiritual presence 
of the Rebbe grows even more inspira-
tional. I feel his presence as a constant 
guiding light and hear his voice discour-
aging complacency and encouraging 
constant growth.

None of this would have been pos-
sible without the extraordinary generos-
ity of our tzedakah partners. Each bring 
an extraordinary level of devotion, pas-
sion, wisdom, and a shared love of the 

land of Israel, the Torah, and the Jewish 
people. I would explain the support we 
receive by pointing to the unique and 
very close personal friendship, mutual 
respect and love for each and every one 
of our supporters. We never saw this as 
fundraising per se more like a sacred 
partnership geared toward the better-
ment and continuity of Klal Yisroel. A 
bond nurtured by learning and the shar-
ing of peak Jewish communal and per-
sonal moments. Most importantly, we 
see each of our donors as supporters, 
and are cognizant of the fact that each 
and every gift, large or small, is integral 
to the vitality of our work. 

This has been a challenging year for 
all because of Covid. It has upended 
so much of traditional synagogue 
life – from communal prayer to 
Hebrew School to burying our dead. 
As a rabbi, what are the biggest chal-
lenges you’ve had to face this year of 
COVID-19, and how have you dealt 
with them?

Overall, despite the hardships – and 
there were many – I realize that I have 
come out of this with a “more real” level 
of gratitude. Another thing I notice, and 
this might be good but maybe a little 
not so good, is that my level of intensity 
has spiked, as if everything has been 
coated over with additional layers of 
urgency. A lot of people struggled with 
a fear of dying and that hit very close 
to home. For me, that was exacerbated 
by the high volume of burials I had to 
perform. I guess it’s positive in the ways 
it pushes us to focus on unfinished 
business which in truth is every second 
of life. If that pushes me to be more 
purpose-driven, then I’ll take it. 

What’s your message to people who 
are struggling during the pandemic?

We have all struggled in different 
ways but we lived to tell the tale. And 
that is a big deal of course. Having said 
that, I continue to share a message of 
hopefulness and positivity. I believe 
that the fact that we’re still here is G-d’s 
way of letting us know that the universe 
requires our presence. 

Is there one Hasidic principle that 
motivates you each day?

Tracht Gutte Vet Zayn gutt! Think pos-
itive and it will all come together in the 
end! (Obviously it won’t happen without 
putting in the hard work as well!)

You love to sing and pray. What is the 
importance of prayer and song and 
how does that nourish the soul?

When I sing, especially during 
prayer – but it could be when I’m driv-
ing as well – I release whatever it is 
that might be holding me down, and 
I am suddenly free, and lost in the 
song. During these moments, the song 
itself becomes an act of prayer as well. 
Additionally, Hasidic melodies are 
very grounding for me and serve as an 
anchor and reminder of my purpose 
that can’t be achieved solely through 
study and meditation. 

When you’re not in synagogue how 
do you like to best spend your time?

I love riding my motorcycle around 
the North Shore and enjoying the 
smell and sight of the ocean. If I have a 
moment to myself, I will steal away to a 
used bookstore and get lost there. I love 
to read but do most of that on Shabbat 
evening and afternoon. 

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker (third from left) with his family: Yaakov, Eliyahu, Moishe and Adina 
Wilhelm, Layah, Sheva, Batya and Michali.  

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker reciting the Havdallah prayer after Shabbat.
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