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For Jay Ruderman, the deci-
sion to release a letter of sup-
port for Boston mayoral candi-
date Michelle Wu was an exam-
ple of his right to exercise his 
civil liberties as an American. 
“In my individual capacity, I’m 
proud to join members of the 
Jewish community in support of 
@wutrain candidacy for Mayor 
of Boston,” he wrote on Twitter 

on Oct. 17. 
He also attached a letter of 

support for Wu signed by doz-
ens of Boston-area Jews. The 
endorsement praises Wu for her 
inclusiveness. “Our endorse-
ment of Michelle for mayor 
reflects our view that she 
embodies the best of Jewish val-
ues, among them a devotion to 
both the ideal and the practical 
meaning of justice and compas-
sion for the excluded, the new-
comer, the ‘other’ and those in 

need,” the group wrote. The let-
ter did not mention Israel or 
foreign policy. 

In what is becoming a familiar 
pattern, a group supporting the 
Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions 
movement, BDS Boston, took 
to Twitter on Oct. 19 to attack 
Ruderman – accusing him of 
donating to Wu’s campaign in 
order to sway favor for Israel: 
“This is the latest iteration of 
a sinister pattern: Zionist lead-
ers throw support and resources 
behind more progressive candi-
dates in a given race, in an effort 
to keep those candidates from 
taking pro-Palestinian positions 
consistent with their progressive 
values, once elected.” 

Jeremy Burton, execu-
tive director of the Jewish 
Community Relations Council 
of Greater Boston called the BDS 
Boston statement antisemitism. 
“To say that “Zionists”  – i.e., 
the vast majority of Jews, for 
whom attachment to homeland 
is a significant part of our iden-
tity – should be excluded from 
progressive politics because of 
our ‘sinister’ use of our money 
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BOSTON – A mezuzah was 
torn from the back entrance 
of the Northeastern University 
Hillel over the weekend of Oct. 
16-17, and a swastika was dis-
covered drawn on the mirror 
of a dorm bathroom at Mount 
Holyoke College in South Hadley 

earlier this month.
In addition, Emerson 

College’s interim President 
William P. Gilligan emailed the 
college’s community inform-
ing them that on Oct. 14 the 
administration was alerted “that 
a poster advertising a program 
sponsored by Hillel, our Jewish 
life organization on campus,” 

A mezuzah was torn from the back entrance of the Northeastern 
University Hillel over the weekend of Oct. 16-17. 

A wave of antisemitic 
acts invades local 
college campuses 

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

How does a 60-pound Torah go miss-
ing for two weeks? Did it travel to New 
York or Amsterdam or Nairobi? Or did it 
remain in Boston? 

Most likely, no one will ever know 
exactly what happened to the sacred 
scroll during those 14 days in August. For 
most of the 20th century, and up until two 
years ago, the Torah had stood in an ark 
in Temple B’nai Israel in Revere. During 
that time, thousands of Jews established 
a vibrant community there, with butcher 
shops, bakeries, shoe stores, and a JCC 
lining Shirley Avenue. 

But two years ago, Revere’s last syna-
gogue closed and the temple’s officers 
decided to give away its two Torahs 
to congregations. One went to a mili-
tary base in Georgia, and the other was 
promised to a congregation in Ol Kalou, 
Kenya. The temple’s former president, 
Debby Cherry, was supposed to bring the 
Torah to Kenya in the summer of 2020, 

but COVID-19 put a halt to that trip. 
Cherry decided to go this past August, 

and after researching the best way to 
pack the Torah she purchased a hard-
shell golf case. On Aug. 11, she checked 
it in with Delta as she prepared for her 
long trip, which would take her to New 
York for a connecting flight via Kenya Air 
to Nairobi. But when she prepared to get 
on the Delta flight at Logan, the confu-
sion began. 

“I go to board the flight and they tell 
me I can’t because there’s some lack of 
communication between Kenya Air and 
Delta,” said Cherry. “As you can imagine, 
I was a little panicked because an hour 
and a half earlier I had deposited my lug-
gage. And I said you can’t close the gate, 
I have to go! And they closed the gate.”

Cherry rebooked her flight for later 
that night. She would travel from Boston 
to Amsterdam on the Dutch airline KLM, 
and connect there for a Kenya Air flight 
to Nairobi. Those flights were unevent-
ful, but when she arrived at the bag  

The mysterious disappearance of Revere’s last Torah
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Jay Ruderman said the endorsement letter by local Jews was unre-
lated to political support of Israel.
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BOSTON – With incidences 
of antisemitism and other hate 
on the rise, a long-sought bill 
calling for genocide and human 
rights education in Bay State 
middle and high schools passed 
the state Senate on Oct. 21 by a 
vote of 39-0.

The measure still has to pass 
the House and be signed into 
law by Governor Charlie Baker 
before it can be implemented.

While Jewish leaders and 
some lawmakers applauded 
the bill’s passage in the Senate, 
similar bills have been filed dur-
ing past legislative sessions in 
recent years that did not make 
it into law. A version that passed 
the Senate unanimously last 
session languished in the House 
as the pandemic focused law-
makers’ attention on COVID-19 
relief measures. 

In March, the push for 
genocide education gained 
momentum after an incident in 
Duxbury, where an investiga-
tion found members of the var-
sity football team used Jewish-
related and antisemitic words 
such as “Auschwitz” during 
audible play calls during a game 
on March 12. The fall football 
season had been pushed into 
the spring because of the pan-
demic.

“I think Duxbury definitely 
put a spotlight on the impor-
tance of teaching students 
about the Holocaust and about 
genocide,” said Robert Trestan, 
regional director of the Anti-

Defamation League New 
England, “and the dangers of 
not doing it.”

The Senate bill also comes 
a year after a survey by the 
Conference on Jewish Material 
Claims Against Germany found 
63 percent of Americans under 
age 40 did not know 6 million 
Jews had been murdered in the 
Holocaust. In addition, more 
than 1 in 10 survey respondents 
did not recall ever having heard 
the word “Holocaust” before.

Massachusetts and Vermont 
are the two New England 
holdouts that do not require 
genocide education in public 
schools, Trestan said. The ADL 
has made genocide education 
a legislative priority nationally.

“It is dangerous to have 
knowledge of the Holocaust 
and other instances of genocide 
fading at the exact same time 
instances of hate and antisemi-
tism are on the rise,” said Senate 
President Karen E. Spilka, a 
Democrat from Ashland, in a 
statement. “As a Jewish woman 
and the daughter of a World War 
II veteran who saw the horrors 
of a concentration camp first-
hand, I believe it is our respon-
sibility to ensure we educate our 
children on the many instances 
of genocide throughout history 
so that they can learn why it is 
so important that this history is 
not repeated.”

The Senate bill would pro-
vide middle and high school 
students with education on the 
history of genocide while pro-
moting the teaching of human 
rights.   

Focus now shifts to the 
House to see if it will take up the 
Senate bill.

The Senate’s bill both funds 
and mandates genocide educa-
tion, while the House so far has 
stopped short of a curriculum 
mandate.

“The evidence is there that 
education about the Holocaust, 
specifically, and genocide more 
broadly, is an important factor 
in the education and moral val-
ues formation of youth,” said 
Jeremy Burton, executive direc-
tor of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council. While not a 
“magic bullet” to head off anti-
semitism, he said “the Senate 
bill is a strong bill that achieves 
key objectives in achieving the 
implementation of a genocide 
education program.”

“We need to make sure that 

every tool is available and be 
expanded for addressing ris-
ing antisemitism and hate 
in our society,” Burton said, 
“including explicitly educa-
tion about the consequences 
of unchecked hate. As we have 
seen in Duxbury [where the high 
school offers electives covering 
the Holocaust and other geno-
cides], it’s not enough to offer 
an option or a side program. It 
is necessary to make sure this is 
something that is available and 
provided to every youth in our 
Commonwealth.”

It’s not clear when the 
House might take up the bill. 
The House bill was sponsored 
by state Rep. Jeffrey N. Roy, a 
Democrat from Franklin, and it 
has 75 cosponsors and biparti-
san support. 

“The House isn’t quite there 

yet, on the mandate side, so we 
are hoping the House adopts 
the Senate version of the bill,” 
Trestan said.

Among other things, the bill 
sets up a Genocide Education 
Trust Fund to pay for such 
things as curricular materials 
and professional development. 

The bill also requires school 
districts file a description of 
their lesson plans and programs 
on genocide education with the 
state Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education. It 
also sets up a competitive grant 
program to support districts 
looking to implement genocide 
education.

“It’s disheartening our youth 
don’t known what a genocide 
is,” said state Sen. Joan Lovely, 
a Democrat from Salem. Lovely 
favors genocide education as a 
mandate, not an elective. 

“This is something that 
should be taught within the 
existing curriculum,” she said. 

After the Duxbury incident 
came to light in March, state 
Sen. Barry Finegold, a Democrat 
from Andover, reached out and 
met with some of the players 
and staff and spoke to them 
about the Holocaust and the 
dangers of casual ignorance.

“When I was speaking with 
many of these students and 
they really had no clue what 
Auschwitz meant, I realized that 
we in society have not done 
a very good job in educating 
people,” said Finegold, a Jewish 
member of the Legislature. That 
includes the need to educate 

State moves closer to passing genocide education law for public schools
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In March, the push for genocide education gained momentum after 
the Duxbury High football team used the word “Auschwitz” while 
calling a play during a game. 
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BOSTON – Although much 
of the COVID-19 discussion last 
week concerned the meeting of 
a CDC advisory panel regarding 
booster shots, concerns remain 
about people who have not got-
ten a single dose.

“Getting people vaccinated 
is the highest priority,” said Dr. 
Mark Poznansky, director of the 
Vaccine and Immunotherapy 
Center at Massachusetts 
General Hospital and professor 
of Medicine at Harvard Medical 
School. “Boosters come next for 
identified at-risk groups like the 
elderly and immune compro-
mised.”

According to Poznansky, the 
booster discussion has to be bal-
anced with getting people vacci-
nated in the first place. “There’s 
clearly a space for boosters 
around those people who were 
vaccinated six to eight months 
ago and need their immune 
response to be boosted in order 
to be protected from the virus,” 
he said.

Last Thursday, the CDC 
advisory panel recommended 
not only a booster shot for the 
Moderna and Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines, but also supported 
mixing and matching booster 
shots. The panel had previously 
recommended a booster shot for 
the Pfizer vaccine as well.

Speaking with the Jewish 
Journal before the panel 
announced its recommenda-
tions, Dr. Daniel Kuritzkes, chief 
of the Division of Infectious 
Diseases at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital, said, “I do 
think it’s completely safe to mix 
them. There are data suggest-
ing if you initially have the J&J 
vaccine, you get a much big-
ger boost in antibody levels [by] 
getting either the Moderna or 
Pfizer vaccine [as a booster]. It 
didn’t matter so much the other 
way around– a Moderna or 
Pfizer booster with J&J is no bet-
ter than getting a booster with 
Pfizer or Moderna.”

Poznansky wondered wheth-
er, in the future, a COVID-19 
booster shot might be adminis-
tered on an annual basis.

“Ultimately, I think, just with 
the flu, maybe here the data at 

this time tells us to get a booster 
shot of some sort once every 
year,” he said.

Poznansky and Kuritzkes 
expressed concern about indi-
viduals who have not gotten 
vaccinated. Currently, nearly 
70 percent of Massachusetts 
residents have been fully vac-
cinated. Vaccine mandates for 
employees in the public and pri-
vate sectors have drawn chal-
lenges – including at Kuritzkes’s 
employer, Brigham & Women’s.

“In the hospital setting, for 
several years now we’ve required 
flu vaccinations,” Kuritzkes said. 
“People have to demonstrate 
immunity to mumps, measles 
and rubella or be vaccinated 
in order to work at a hospital. 
The concern is very much not 
new. I think everybody would 
much prefer that people volun-
tarily agree to be vaccinated, not 
needing to impose a mandate.”

“I think that institutions have 
to be safe, especially health 
care facilities,” Poznansky said. 
“Going for maximal vaccination 
against COVID makes sense.” He 
added, “I think sort of the practi-
cal role of a vaccine mandate in 
places like hospitals is, you deal 
with people who are not well, 
you want your staff to be both 
protecting themselves from the 
most serious consequences 
of COVID-19 and reduce the 
chances of them getting infect-
ed and potentially spreading the 
infection to patients and each 
other.”

With flu season approach-
ing, Poznansky recommended 
spreading out the time in which 
someone receives a COVID-19 
shot and a flu shot: “If you can 
spread the vaccines out, it’s 
better from the point of view 
that side effects from vaccines 
are inevitable – a painful arm, 
chills.”

Regarding side effects from 
the COVID-19 shot, Kuritzkes 
said, “In general, the vaccines 
are extremely safe. All have the 
same kind of common side 
effects you would expect from 
any vaccine – sore arm, you may 
also see different muscle aches 
and pains, low-grade fever, 
sometimes chills … It’s typically 
mild and almost always resolved 
within a day or two. It’s very 
rare, a couple of [cases] in a 

million, you can have a more 
severe reaction to the Moderna 
or Pfizer vaccine.”

Another source of concern for 
doctors is the approach of cold-
er weather that may encourage 
indoor gatherings.

“I think the concern as people 
move indoors is that we could 
see another increase in cases, 
even here in Massachusetts, 
with a high rate of vaccination,” 
Kuritzkes said. “The increase 
would be driven largely by the 
continued circulation of the 
virus among unvaccinated peo-
ple.”

He noted, “The reason for all 
the flurry of infections beyond 
the introduction of delta is that 
the mask recommendation 
relaxed. Unvaccinated people 
took advantage of a recommen-
dation that was not intended 
to apply for them,” resulting 
in “indoor gatherings of vacci-
nated and unvaccinated people 
together.”

For Poznansky, the new nor-
mal could see seasonal mask-
wearing.

“You just have to remember 

that masks are a useful pro-
tection against viruses spread 
through respiratory secretions,” 
he said. “Therefore, we may 
be using them again in winter 
in enclosed spaces indoors, 
not just because of COVID-19 
… wearing a good tight-fitting 
mask at this time of year can 
reduce the spread of a whole 
bunch of infections and make 

the population healthier.
“The annual spread of flu 

cases was crushed last winter 
beyond anything we’ve previ-
ously seen. It was not the vac-
cines alone, it was due to social 
distancing and mask-wearing. 
So, as a population, we have to 
learn – sometimes relearn – les-
sons that masks and social dis-
tancing work.”
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Gathering to celebrate the creativity, resilience, and solidarity of our Jewish community, nearly 300 attendees 

virtually participated in CJP’s annual From Strength to Strength event. CJP Board Chair Shira Goodman 

was joined by fellow emcees Lino Covarrubias, CEO of JFS Metrowest, and Rebecca Speicher, Chair of 

CJP’s Israel and Global Jewry Leadership Development Committee, to highlight the volunteers, donors, and 

staff who made a bigger difference this year. Rabbi Marc Baker spoke about the importance of goodness 

and compassion amidst the challenges we face, reflected on the tremendous generosity that defines our 

community, and expressed hope that we can leverage our strengths to usher in a brighter future — and  

make great things happen — together.  

See Rabbi Baker’s remarks and other highlights from the evening at cjp.org/fsts2021. 
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SWAMPSCOTT – Peter B. Sack was 
described by his family as “a straight 
shooter,” someone who called it like he 
saw it, both during his 20 years as princi-
pal of Swampscott High and as the long-
time voice of Big Blue football.

Sack died on Oct. 10 at age 76 from 
complications of Parkinson’s disease.

He was known as a dedicated educa-
tor who would design the school’s sched-
ule over the summer and knew all his 
students by name.

At his funeral at Temple Emanu-
El in Marblehead on Oct. 15, his son, 
Jonathan, described his father as a prin-
cipal with an open door. Sack was early 
to rise and was the first educator to arrive 
in the morning at the school, where he 
would stand outside and greet students 
and teachers. 

He was devoted to his job but not the 
accolades that came with it. Jonathan 
said his father once turned down an 
invitation to a White House reception for 
the board of the National Association of 
Secondary School Principals on which 
he served because he had to attend a 
senior prom.

“Peter Sack was a legend in the 
Swampscott Public Schools,” Super-
intendent Pamela Angelakis said in an 
email. “I first met him as a young teacher 
and was intimidated by his intelligence 
and dry sense of humor.”

“However,” she said, “I later learned 
he was a warm and caring individual 
with a great sense of humor. Many of our 
veteran staff have shared their personal 
stories of Peter’s influence in their lives.”  

“Peter often said that the most impor-
tant responsibility in his job was the 
safety of students,” read a Facebook post 
by the Swampscott Teachers Association, 

“and that the second most important 
part of his job was to hire good people 
and let them do their jobs. Peter greeted 
students by name, allowing them to feel 
connected and let them know that he 
cared about them.”

“He would walk into my classroom to 
do an evaluation and he knew every kid’s 
name,” said retired Swampscott High 
science teacher and curriculum director 
Bernie Kravitz.

“By far, he was the best principal I 
ever had,” said Kravitz, who first met 
Sack when he was a student at the high 
school. “He was there when you needed 
him and he truly believed in the school. 
It was his second home.”

At Sack’s funeral, Rabbi David Meyer 
recalled the educator’s influence in rela-
tion to the rabbinical saying: “Whoever 
teaches a child, does not teach that child 
alone, but also that child’s children, and 
grandchildren, and so on until the end of 
all generations.”

“His legacy will be remembered and 

honored by his beloved and extended 
family,” Meyer said, “by his friends and 
in our community, likewise by the thou-
sands of students who he taught and 
who’s learning he oversaw for a genera-
tion.”

Sack was born in Lynn, grew up in 
Swampscott, and lived in Swampscott 
and Marblehead before retiring to Aiken, 
S.C. 

A member of the Swampscott High 
Class of 1963, Sack graduated from 
Bowdoin College in Maine in 1967 
with combined honors in French and 
Spanish literature. He later earned a 
master’s degree in education from Tufts 
University. During this time he served 
in the Army Reserve, stationed at Fort 
Knox, Ky.

He began his teaching at his high 
school alma mater in 1969 as a part-
time Spanish and French teacher, and 
he would go on to coordinate an Open 
Campus Program. In 1971, he was a 
given a cramped former storage closet 
in the old high school on Greenwood 
Avenue to set up an office for the pro-
gram, which allowed students to enroll 
in mini-courses and pursue internships 
and educational programs outside of 
school.

“I am forever grateful for his innova-
tion, how he saw education through a 
more holistic lens,” said David Brooks, a 
1977 Swampscott High grad and retired 
public relations executive, from his New 
York home. Because of Sack, Brooks was 
allowed to spend a semester during his 
senior year at an Israeli kibbutz. “His 
work paved the way for my doing a work-
study in Israel during my senior year. He 
understood the power of new thinking 
in helping young people grow, and he 
worked diligently to turn his philosophy 
into action.”

Sack spent nine years as a foreign 

language teacher, five as an assistant 
principal, and 23 as a high school princi-
pal, first at Swampscott High from 1983 
to 2003 and then as interim principal at 
Manchester Essex Regional from 2003 to 
2006. 

In 1996, Sack was named Massachu-
setts Principal of the Year. He served 
as president of the Massachusetts 
Secondary School Administrators 
Associ ation and on the board of the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic 
Association.

In light of Sack’s devotion to his work 
as play-by-play announcer in the press 
box for Big Blue football for more than 
25 years, a moment of silence was held 
before Swampscott’s home game on Oct. 
15, the day of his funeral and burial at 
Maple Hill Cemetery in Peabody. 

Meyer said Sack’s devotion to educa-
tion was more than matched by his devo-
tion to his family. 

His two sons said he loved the Red Sox 
and would stay to the final out, no matter 
what the score.

He would smuggle homemade pop-
corn and snacks into Fenway Park 
because he liked them just so. He bal-
anced his work life with sailing on his 
boat 50/50, played catch with his sons in 
the field behind their home, watched sci-
ence fiction movies, discussed politics, 
and kept his car spotless.

And while Sack did not keep kosher, 
“his devotion to ordering Tony’s pizza 
every Friday night bordered on the reli-
gious.” So, too, was his penchant for Wise 
potato chips.

While not an observant Jew, Jonathan 
noted his father had a sense of awe about 
the world, faith in his family, students, 
and teachers, and the transformative 
power of education.

“In the words of Rabbi Heschel, ‘Awe 
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By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

COVID-19 protocols have 
affected many norms at Temple 
Reyim in Newton these days, 
from the open windows at ser-
vices to the way Rabbi Daniel 
Berman choreographs a bar or 
bat mitzvah.

“We’re taking a very cautious 
approach that’s been really suc-
cessful so far,” Berman said, “a 
healthy and safe environment 
where people feel comfortable.”

Anyone eligible must be vac-
cinated against COVID-19, and 
everyone must wear masks and 
socially distance both inside 
and outside the Conservative 
temple. The opportunity to 
participate virtually continues, 
including on Shabbat. Virtual 
attendance is higher than ever, 
with people logging on from 
around the region and in some 
cases, well beyond.

“It’s interesting that we actu-
ally have a much broader group 
of people joining us because 
of COVID, just not indoors,” 
Berman said.

As congregations in Greater 
Boston continue into another 
fall season during the pandem-
ic, they continued to worship 
under coronavirus protocols.

In early October, Temple 
Beth Zion in Brookline held 
its first Friday night Shabbat 
service since the beginning of 
the pandemic in March 2020. 
The temple, which is indepen-
dently affiliated, had resumed 
Saturday morning Shabbat ser-

vices in June.
“The main reason it took 

this long [on Fridays] is that a 
lot of people came on Zoom 
and were feeling comfortable 
on that,” said Rabbi Claudia 
Kreiman. “We had some people 
who wanted to come in per-
son.” Now, she said, “both of 
our Shabbat services are hybrid 
with the possibility to be in-per-
son or on Zoom or YouTube. On 
Friday night, a group of people, 
between 10 to 20, are coming 
in person so far, with another, 
larger group on Zoom. We’re 
able to include everybody.”

At Temple Beth Zion, 
“Everybody has to wear masks, 
everybody eligible has to be 
vaccinated,” Kreiman said.

During services, “We are not 
serving food or a communal 
Kiddush, something like that,” 
she said. “We have light snacks 
at the end of the service. People 
can eat outside if they want to 
schmooze … We try to meet 
outside when possible.”

Outdoor services remain 
an option among synagogues 
due to the relatively warm fall 
weather – including at Temple 
Israel in Boston, a Reform con-
gregation.

“Every Sukkot service was 
outside,” noted Rabbi Dan 
Slipakoff. “It was wonderful – 
we really kind of leaned into the 
themes of Sukkot … we were 
able to see the stars, we could 
feel the wind.” On Simchat 
Torah, he said, “We were able 
to go outside, go into the street, 
celebrate and dance with the 

Torah. It was really a wonderful, 
wonderful experience.”

In general, he said, “over the 
course of the last 20 months 
or so, we have tried to do more 
programming outside with dif-
ferent groups – hikes, gather-
ings, religious school … we 
have, at our religious school, 
a whole outdoor nature school 
option.”

At Temple Israel, everyone 
over age 2 must wear a mask 
inside the building, and anyone 
age-eligible must be vaccinated, 
including 12-and-13-year-old 
students in the b’nei mitzvah 
program.

Meanwhile, at the Adams 
Street Shul, an Orthodox con-
gregation in Newton, “We wear 
masks indoors during services 
and that’s about it,” said Rabbi 
Ahron Benmergui.

Regarding vaccination for 
COVID-19, “the shul has no 
direct policy,” Benmergui said. 

“If somebody of their own 
accord does not want to get vac-
cinated, they’re still welcome to 
come … Everybody has to wear 
masks, anyway.”

Minyans at the shul have had 
“generally good turnout thus 
far,” Benmergui said, adding 
that people “do not shy from 
going to restaurants, other plac-
es, shopping, people feel like 
going out for X, Y, Z reason, 
there’s no reason why I can’t go 
to shul – go daven, pray. They’re 
going to go. Some don’t feel 
comfortable with an Aliyah, too 
many people at the Torah for 
the Torah reading. The majority 
of people feel comfortable com-
ing in.”

Unlike other denomina-
tions of Judaism, “We don’t 
have services online, obviously, 
within the realm of Orthodoxy,” 
Benmergui said. “There have 
been communal sessions, not 
direct service times, communal 

[prayers] people have done over 
Zoom. By and large, we’re in-
person whenever we can do it, 
not taking place over Zoom or 
the telephone.”

However, there are week-
ly classes at the shul that are 
offered in-person and online.

“People can come in-person, 
wearing a mask,” Benmergui 
said, while online, “lectures and 
classes are still in full swing for 
people who are at home, mostly 
over Zoom. They don’t have to 
leave their home to participate. 

“Religion knows no bounds, 
There’s a need for religious 
guidance, services, programs, 
in-person, or some sort of tele-
communications.”

At Temple Beth Zion, 
Kreiman is looking forward to 
a hybrid service next month 
– “Shabbat Nariya, a monthly 
musical Shabbat service on a 
Friday night ... before COVID, 
it was attended by a few hun-
dred people followed by a pot-
luck, one of our biggest, most 
attended services, with music 
and singing.”

Now, she said, “It’s going to 
have to be scaled back with 
numbers. Right now, the maxi-
mum is 180 … People need to 
register to make sure it’s not 
beyond [that]. There will not be 
food, no potluck.”

Kreiman recalled the feeling 
of seeing congregants back on 
Friday night for the first time 
earlier this month.

“It was very sweet and joy-
ful to be back together,” Rabbi 
Kreiman said.

Rabbi Claudia KreimanRabbi Daniel Berman

Slowly, Greater Boston congregants are coming back to shul

APPRECIATION

Former Swampscott High School principal remembered  
for his dedication to students and family

Photo: Swampscott Reporter
Peter Sack 

continued on page 17
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By Alyssa Weiner
JNS.org

A state-by-state survey of young 
Americans last year by the 
Conference on Jewish Material 

Claims Against Germany showed that 
more than half in Texas could not name 
a concentration camp or ghetto where 
Jews were imprisoned and tortured dur-
ing the Holocaust, despite there being 
more than 40,000 sites in Europe.

More than 60 percent did not know 
that 6 million Jews were brutally mur-
dered, and almost a third of those stu-
dents believed that the number was less 
than half that, discovered the Claims 
Conference survey of 18- to 39-year-
olds. Some believed that Jews caused the 
Holocaust and nearly half (47 percent) 
had no idea what Auschwitz was.

This lack of historical knowledge 
makes a Southlake school administra-
tor’s advice to offer students an oppos-
ing perspective on the Holocaust even 
more disturbing. The Carroll school dis-
trict’s executive director of curriculum 
and instruction referenced Texas House 
Bill 3979, relating to civics instruction 
in public schools. According to the state 
law, teachers should, when discussing, 
“current events or widely debated and 
currently controversial issues of public 
policy or social affairs … strive to explore 
such issues from diverse and contending 
perspectives … .”

By this logic, the Southlake adminis-
trator seems to think that the Holocaust 

– the systematic murder of two-thirds 
of Europe’s Jews at the hands of the Nazi 
regime, a genocide for which the world-
wide Jewish community’s numbers are 
still recovering – is a “widely debated or 
currently controversial issue.”

The Holocaust is an irrefutable, 
well-documented historical fact. This 
has been demonstrated by decades of 
state-level action across the country by 
policymakers. As of October 2021, 38 
U.S. states have at least one form of 
Holocaust-education guidance through 
legislation on curriculum guidelines or 
the formation of a Holocaust commis-
sion. Twenty U.S. states have legislation 
mandating Holocaust education while 
another 18 have legislation suggesting 
curriculum guidelines. Similarly, a state 

Holocaust commission, which 16 U.S. 
states currently have, may provide grants, 
educational resources and curriculum 
guidance, but may not mandate a set 
number of hours for instruction about 
the Holocaust.

Texas is one of the 38 states. In 
2009, state legislators created the Texas 
Holocaust and Genocide Commission, 
providing resources on the Holocaust 
and other genocides for students, edu-
cators and the general public. Texas leg-
islators have gone even further, passing 
Senate Bill 1828 in the fall of 2019 to cre-
ate an official Holocaust Remembrance 
Week during International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, celebrated annually 
on Jan. 27. Earlier this year, through leg-
islation signed by Gov. Greg Abbott in 
September, the Holocaust Commission 
became the Texas Holocaust, Genocide 
and Antisemitism Advisory Commission, 
widening the scope of the commission, 
requiring biennial studies on antisemi-
tism, and committing to implementing 
Holocaust- and genocide-education pro-
grams.

Support for Holocaust education is 
also strong at the grassroots level. At least 
90 percent of both American Jews and 
the general public view Holocaust educa-

tion as important, according to American 
Jewish Committee’s State of Antisemitism 
in America 2020 Report.

Ongoing efforts to deny the scope or 
historical fact of the Holocaust, known 
as Holocaust denial or distortion, 
remain decisive obstacles to expand-
ing Holocaust education. Such denial or 
questioning the extent of Jewish suffering 
is antisemitic because it spreads the false 
idea that Jews invented or exaggerated 
the Holocaust.

Holocaust distortion has especially 
become a tool for some opponents to 
state-mandated efforts to curb the spread 
of the coronavirus through mask and/
or vaccine requirements. They have pro-
tested with the yellow Star of David, his-
torically used to identify and marginalize 
Jews; and have used Nazi imagery and 
rhetoric, such as comparing Michigan 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer to Adolf Hitler.

Then again, the 2020 study by the 
Claims Conference on Millennial and 
Gen Z knowledge of the Holocaust, or 
lack thereof, showed that 13 percent of 
young Texans believed that Jews brought 
the atrocity on themselves and caused 
the Holocaust. That, too, is antisemitic.

Carroll Independent School District 
Superintendent Lane Ledbetter apolo-
gized on Facebook a day after the news 
broke, saying “we recognize there are not 
two sides of the Holocaust.” But has the 
administrator in question, who is respon-
sible for providing curriculum guidance 
for scores if not hundreds of teachers, 
done so as well?

Elected officials at all levels – federal, 
state, local and even the school board – 
should condemn any and all efforts to 
politicize the Holocaust or question its 
validity. Any less would be a disservice 
to the memory of the 6 million Jews, and 
millions of others, who perished during 
the years of the Holocaust.

Alyssa Weiner is American Jewish 
Committee’s associate director for  
combating antisemitism.

There is no opposing side to Holocaust education

With the passing of Peter Sack and Bill 
Wasserman, North Shore Jewry recently 
lost two of its brightest lights. 

Peter Sack grew up in Swampscott, went to 
Swampscott schools and in 1969, after college, he 
returned to his old high school to teach Spanish 
and French. He loved connecting with students 
and also had a unique ability to communicate his 
vision of a creative curriculum that would best 
serve students to the school administration. In the 
early 1970s, he convinced administrators to begin 
an Open Campus program at the high school. It 
allowed students to enroll in mini-courses and 
pursue internships and educational programs out-
side of school. Hundreds of kids benefitted from 
the program, which ended in 1978. 

Sack continued to meld Old School and New 
School thinking in and out of the classroom. He 
became an assistant principal and then was named 
principal of Swampscott High, where he served for 
20 years. He was first to arrive at the school in the 
morning, and stood outside to greet every student 
– by name. After he retired, he returned as interim 
principal at Manchester Essex Regional for another 
three years. 

Bill Wasserman made his way from Philadelphia 
to Harvard and also served in the Army Air Corps. 

In the 1940s he fell in love with newspapers and 
the idea that a publication could link a community 
while also holding government officials account-
able for their actions. In 1958, he purchased the 
Amesbury Daily News and made it a weekly. His 
company, North Shore Weeklies, eventually grew to 
nine publications – covering Amesbury, Danvers, 
Georgetown, Hamilton, Ipswich, Marblehead, 
Peabody, Swampscott and Topsfield.  

He believed that local news was the founda-
tion of a newspaper and instilled deep coverage of 
municipal meetings. In the early 1970s, he decided 
that more women should be in the newsroom 
and made women his top editors. After he sold 
his company in 1986, he allotted $700,000 for his 
employees. 

In semi-retirement, he worked for Democratic 
and civil rights causes (in 1965 he had traveled to 
Alabama to take part in the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s march from Selma to Montgomery). He 
was deeply devoted to his hometown of Ipswich, 
and just two years ago, at the age of 92, he started 
a newspaper in Ipswich – which focused on local 
news. 

Sack and Wasserman worked tirelessly with the 
public to make the world – and the North Shore – a 
better place. May their memory be a blessing. 

Peter Sack and Bill Wasserman 
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By David M. Shribman
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Several questions haunt us at this 
juncture. Can it have been only 
a year since the election? What 

prompted all that contention? Is it behind 
us? What lies ahead as we gird, just a year 
from now, for the midterm congressional 
elections? And, most of all: 

Is the American political system – cre-
ated by landed Protestants; salvaged in 
a brutal Civil War by a Bible-drenched 
president with less than 12 months of 
formal education; saved again after the 
Great Depression by an Episcopal presi-
dent often credited for introducing the 
phrase “Judeo-Christian” into the politi-
cal lexicon; sent on a 1950s Cold War 
trajectory by a general-turned-president 
who said that “our form of government 
has no sense unless it is founded in a 
deeply felt religious faith, and I don’t care 
what it is”; and set to great lyricism by 
a Catholic chief executive who bid us to 
“Ask what you can do for your country” – 
endangered? 

Or, put more simply, is the great 
animating idea of the land where Jews 
were part of the huddled masses yearn-
ing to breathe free a notion sowed in 
the American consciousness by a Jewish 
woman in jeopardy?

To quote Tevye in “Fiddler on the 
Roof:”  “I’ll tell you … I don’t know.”

But I do know this: No question is 
more difficult – no question is more per-
plexing – no question is more vital – no 
question is more important to Jews who 
have found a haven, and a veritable heav-
en, here as they moved from visitors to 
hosts in this country.

By any measure, last year’s election – 
and the Jan. 6 insurrection that followed, 
and which threatened its verdict – rocked 
this country and prompted questions 
and worries that have few analogues in 
our history since the Civil War.

Now, as we approach the end of our 
national post-election exhale and con-
front the questions that beckon as the 
mid-terms and the 2024 presidential 
election come into focus, we feel little 
comfort. That applies to Republicans 
who supported Donald J. Trump and to 
Democrats who revile him.

There, in one sentence, is the one 
incontrovertible fact of our civic lives 
today. Even with Joe Biden in the White 
House, Mr. Trump remains at the center 
of our politics. His presidency divided us, 
his claims of a stolen election split us into 
two warring nations, his future prospects 
provide succor for some of us and fear for 
others among us.

No former president – not Andrew 
Johnson following his impeachment, not 
Richard Nixon following his resignation – 
cast a shadow, or had a hold, over us, like 
Mr. Trump. And in his Mar-a-Lago exile, 
he has prompted twin theories of peril.

One, from Brookings Institution fellow 

Robert Kagan, fills liberals with horror. 
Kagan argues that we already are in the 
midst of a constitutional crisis and that 
“Trump’s charges of fraud in the 2020 elec-
tion are now primarily aimed at establish-
ing the predicate to challenge future elec-
tion results that do not go his way.”

The other, from Wall Street Journal 
columnist Holman W. Jenkins Jr., agrees 
with the broad Kagan theme of national 
dread but not with the Kagan conclu-
sion. He argues that “We’d be foolish not 
to see the risk of civil disorder and legal 
shenanigans as high no matter who loses 
in 2024,” adding, “To a certain part of the 
public, Mr. Trump appears as one man 
doing his lying and fraudulence in the 
face of a near-monolithic establishment” 
that he clearly believes is doing its lying 
and fraudulence to assure an election 
result congenial to its interests.

Many of today’s debates are over 
whether democracy is being secured or 
put at risk with new voting laws in the 

South and potentially elsewhere. That 
puts the new American problem in sharp 
relief. Two entirely different groups of 
Americans – citizens who disagree about 
pretty much everything – agree that 
the country’s democratic traditions are 
endangered. 

It turns out that “Fiddler” – much loved 
by Broadway audiences, Jewish and gen-
tile alike, and much maligned by scholars 
of shtetl life – has some guidelines for this 
difficult passage. 

For a time of coronavirus danger and 
political peril, perhaps we need a toast to 
those in our posterity that goes this way:

May all your futures be pleasant ones
Not like our present ones
It turns out that I employed that 

very line in my wedding-evening toast 
to my daughter, Rabbi Natalie Louise 
Shribman, and her new husband, Rabbi 
Benjamin Altshuler, this fall. In all of the 
upheaval and upset, we found a moment 
of love and loveliness in their wedding, 
and found at least a moment of redemp-
tion in their vows to each other. It proved, 
at least to us, that

It takes a wedding to make us say
Let’s live another day 
And now that we are living that 

“another day,” perhaps we also should 
invoke this simple prayer from that 1964 
Broadway musical that has a curious abil-
ity to speak to us today. For our country, 
for our blessed democracy, for the system 
that sent forward Lincoln and Roosevelt 
and Kennedy, for the way of life that drew 
our families to these shores, let us offer 
this prayer for America the beautiful and 
bountiful and beneficent:

May the Lord protect and defend you
May He always shield you from shame
To which we all might say, Amen.

David M. Shribman is executive editor 
emeritus of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
and scholar-in-residence at Carnegie 
Mellon University.
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How the shadow of Trump continues to lurk over us

By Rabbi Abram Goodstein
JTA

I grew up Jewish in Alaska. 
The Jewish community in 
Anchorage, the city where I 

grew up, did things their own 
Jewish way. It was the only kind 
of Judaism that I knew.

For example, I used to think 
that everyone had their bar or 
bat mitzvah during the summer, 
because in Alaska, anyway, that 
was the best time to invite rela-
tives.

Later, of course, I encoun-
tered many forms of Judaism. I 
have lived in Jerusalem. I have 
worshipped and worked at 
Jewish communities too small 
for a synagogue and congrega-
tions with over 1,500 families. 
All these experiences convinced 
me to become a rabbi. But I 
would have never predicted 
that, after ordination at Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion in 2017, I would 
come back to my hometown as 
a rabbi.

I now officiate at b’nai mitz-
vah in the very sanctuary where 
I received mine. As a lover of 
nature and someone who has 
grown to appreciate Judaism 
in smaller cities and towns, I 
feel Alaska is a great place to 
be Jewish. While some may 
think it’s distant and cold, I have 
always found it cozy and wel-
coming.

Except when it isn’t.
This past year, as our state 

officials and politicians decided 
on how to best fight COVID, we 

saw an uptick of people com-
paring health mandates to the 
Holocaust. During a conten-
tious Assembly meeting on 
mandating masks in Anchorage, 
protesters against mask man-
dates started wearing yellow 
stars of David, appropriating the 
Holocaust and the Nazis’ geno-
cide against the Jewish people. 
Anchorage’s mayor at one point 
even exclaimed that the Alaskan 
Jewish community would sup-
port these protesters’ message.

A small community of some 
4,500 people, far from the large 
centers of Jewish life, might have 
been expected to let this go. Or 
perhaps grumble among our-
selves and let “outsiders” object 
for us.

Instead, at a hearing on masks 
in September, one of my con-
gregants, State Assemblyman 
Forrest Dunbar, read a letter 
I had written. “It was heart-
wrenching for me when I 
noticed individuals were wear-
ing yellow Stars of David, mim-
icking my Jewish ancestors who 
perished during the Holocaust,” 
he read, quoting me. “For myself 
and most Jews, seeing the yel-
low Star of David on someone’s 
chest elicits the same feeling as 
seeing a swastika on a flag or 
the SS insignia on a uniform. I 
believe it is a constitutional right 
to protest for your values. But I 
request that you do not use sym-
bols that diminish the 6 million 
Jews who were murdered during 
the Holocaust.”

The mayor apologized the 
next day, thanks to the work of 

a confident Jewish community 
that showed him how hurtful his 
remarks were for Alaskan Jews.

Our confidence comes with 
deep roots. In 1900, a commu-
nity of 60 Jews celebrated Rosh 
Hashanah in Nome using a 
Torah brought by Sam Bayles, a 
Latvian immigrant who sought 
his fortune in the Alaska Gold 
Rush. The Bayles Torah stayed 
in Nome until after World War 
I, when it was moved slightly 
south (537 miles) to my con-
gregation, Congregation Beth 
Sholom in Anchorage, where it 
remains today alongside other 
Torah scrolls with their own 
uniquely Alaskan histories.

Their stories are much 
the same as the story of how 
Jews came to Alaska. Whether 
through a pioneering spirit, a 
sense of amazement or a need 

to connect with tradition in the 
farthest North, Jews have been 
coming to Alaska since before it 
was even a state. 

I often feel that Jews in the 
lower 48 consider Judaism in 
Alaska to be diminished due 
to its isolation and its limited 
population. We certainly have 
our own unique problems here. 
Starting Shabbat is a difficult 
venture when our sunsets are 
swinging from light most of the 
night to dark most of the day. 
Moose get in our sukkot, and 
snowstorms and bears have pre-
vented us from coming or leav-
ing shul. 

However, I believe that 
Judaism is beautiful here. This 
is not a place where Judaism 
just survives, but a place where 
Judaism thrives. We have our 
own special Alaskan way of 

being Jewish.
For example, our community, 

which has 160 family members, 
has no formal mikvah, or ritual 
bath, and yet we are surrounded 
by mikvah possibilities. Every 
one of Alaska’s 3 million lakes 
are pristine, and most of them 
are remote. Every summer I 
ready laminated mikvah prayer 
cards for Jewish Alaskans who 
wish to enjoy a mikvah expe-
rience against the incredible 
backdrop of rugged mountains 
and emerald green forests.

Most people’s Jewish expe-
rience, I imagine, come from 
a connection to Jewish insti-
tutions, Jewish professionals 
and Jewish friends. My Jewish 
experiences seem always to be 
nestled among the splendor of 
God’s creations.

The dispute over Holocaust 
analogies and its resolution was 
a great reminder that Jews in 
Alaska are a part of, not apart 
from, Alaska. We are not an iso-
lated shtetl, but rather working 
members of the Alaskan com-
munity. There are several cur-
rent Alaskan Jewish lawmakers, 
and we have been represented 
in state leadership all the way 
back to the framing of the Alaska 
Constitution. Prior to the cur-
rent Anchorage mayor’s hurtful 
comments, three of the city’s 
previous mayors were Jewish. 

We love this place, and we 
support it in every way we can.

Rabbi Abram Goodstein is 
the rabbi of Congregation Beth 
Sholom in Anchorage, Alaska.

LETTER FROM ALASKA 

A tiny Jewish community can make its voice heard

During a contentious Assembly meeting on mandating masks in 
Anchorage, protesters against mask mandates started wearing yel-
low stars of David.
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By Ethan M. Forman
JOURNAL STAFF

Jeffrey Kucharsky won’t have 
to study his Torah portion 
when his bar mitzvah 

reception takes place next 
month at Temple Emanu-El in 
Marblehead.

That’s because the 13-year-
old already has done the hard 
part.

Because of the pandemic and 
to keep people safe, the eighth-
grader at Marblehead Veterans 
Middle School is having a split 
bar mitzvah. 

In a ceremony that included 
about 20 people in June, he read 
from the Torah, recited a lengthy 
haftarah, and gave a speech on 
how the pandemic relates to the 
death of Miriam as the Israelites 
approached the Promised Land. 

But the family decided to 
postpone the celebration until 
Nov. 6, when they’ll be able to 
celebrate with about 60 friends 
and family in the temple’s social 
hall. 

“It was such a delight to share 
with Jeffrey and his family in 
such a special simcha,” said 
Temple Emanu-El Senior Rabbi 
David Meyer. “And being forced 
to delay their reception by sev-
eral weeks brought the happy 
benefit of allowing everyone to 
focus directly on the core aspect 
of becoming bar mitzvah, which 
is, of course, the Shabbat service 
and Temple community.”

Jeffrey said he was somewhat 
nervous to read from the Parshat 
Chukat section of the Torah.

“Miriam has passed away and 
the Israelites have no source of 
water, so it’s about how they 
are very demanding,” he said 
of the days of the journey. The 
message, as then and as now, is 
“You just have to be hopeful that 

things will get better, and they 
obviously have, which is a great 
thing.”

“So Moses and Aaron ask God 
for help, and Moses doesn’t lis-
ten correctly so he isn’t allowed 
to be entered into the land of 
Israel,” Jeffrey said. His speech 
tied back to how we have to sup-
port our leaders even when they 

have a hard job to do.
Jeffrey’s bar mitzvah was 

originally scheduled for June 19 
(which is close to his birthday 
of June 13), a date the family 
had scheduled three years in 
advance. The plan was to have 
the service in the temple with 
the reception to follow in the 
social hall.

And then the pandemic hit.
“Obviously, we were planning 

for this day for quite some time,” 
said his father, David Kucharsky. 
“And we were looking forward to 
it because we wanted to be able 
to celebrate Jeffrey’s accom-
plishment with friends and fam-
ily, but unfortunately, the pan-
demic was something we all had 
to deal with.” 

Watching the news and fol-
lowing the science and based 
on what was going on, the 
Kucharskys felt they could still 
have the ceremony and push 
out the reception a few months 
so they could better celebrate 
with friends and family, he said. 

“It’s nice for us, too,” said 
Jeffrey’s mother, Mira Kucharsky, 
“because our family is still able 
to be here and we did have our 
immediate family come when 
we celebrated Jeffrey and every-
one has been just so amazing, 
I mean the rabbi could not be 
more helpful, accommodating 
and understanding of all of the 
circumstances.”

As spring 2021 was draw-
ing near, the family was faced 
with uncertainties around large 
indoor gatherings. 

Mira Kucharsky, who serves 
as one of the vice presidents on 
the temple’s board, said months 
before the big day “We just start-
ed to get nervous.” 

“It may not be safe to have 
the reception with the service,” 
Mira Kucharsky said at the time. 

Marblehead boy finds joy – and an inspirational message – 
in split bar mitzvah

Photo by Jared Charney
David, Mira, Jeffrey and Lindsey Kucharsky celebrated Jeffrey’s bar mitzvah in June with a small gather-
ing of immediate family and friends amid a resurgent delta variant of COVID-19. The Kucharskys are 
planning to hold a reception at Temple Emanu-El in Marblehead in November.
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The Kucharskys also didn’t want 
to leave the vendors in the lurch, 
while trying to plan for her hus-
band’s family who were coming 
from out of state.

By November 2020, they 
decided to stick with the origi-
nal June date for the bar mitz-
vah ceremony, and rebook the 
reception for November 2021, 
since at that time no one was 
vaccinated, including kids.

“We wanted to try and play it 
safe,” Mira Kucharsky said. 

The hope was that by 
November, “Things will be bet-
ter in the world,” she said.

The family also watched 
what Jeffrey’s friends were doing 
around them when it came to 
planning their own bar/bat 
mitzvot. They found some were 
in-person, some were held on 
Zoom; some parties were can-
celed.

“They were really kind to us 
and offered us advice,” David 
Kucharsky said of other fami-
lies who had bar and bat mitz-
vah celebrations that preceded 
theirs. 

In deciding to hold the recep-
tion in the fall, they opted to 

scale back the party. They origi-
nally planned to have 150 peo-
ple attend, but instead it will be 
mostly Jeffrey’s friends – about 
60 people in all.

Mira Kucharsky said at the 
time her son became a bar mitz-
vah, things had begun to open 
up before the arrival of the Delta 
variant. At that time, the temple 
had not begun holding in-per-
son parties again.

Jeffrey’s bar mitzvah included 

immediate family and a couple 
of his best friends, something 
Kucharsky said was “intimate 
and special.” 

They got help for the service 
from the temple’s Engagement 
and Program Coordinator Shelby 
Chapper-Pierce and Jeffrey’s 
tutor Stefanie Gladstone. Music 
Director Jon Nelson provided 
music and Rabbi Meyer offici-
ated.

“The rabbi became our tech 

support and spiritual adviser,” 
Mira Kucharsky said of the ser-
vice, which was a hybrid of in-
person attendance and those 
who couldn’t come who were 
on Zoom.

Not having to hold the 
reception after the bar mitz-
vah took some pressure off the 
Kucharskys as they didn’t have 
to coordinate with the vendors 
after the service. 

“He gets to have the party and 

he’s already done the hard part,” 
Mira Kurcharsky said.

The reception on Nov. 6 will 
include photographer Jared 
Charney, who also photo-
graphed the service; Off the Vine 
Catering and Toby Karlyn; Party 
Excitement in Newburyport 
with DJ Adam Averback; and 
the florist, Lumiere Lauren of 
Marblehead, who decorated the 
bima for the June service.

“Everyone has been so 
accommodating and under-
standing of the situation,” Mira 
Kucharsky said. 

Mira, who had her own bat 
mitzvah at Temple Emanu-El, is 
glad her son won’t miss out on 
his big party. The family is look-
ing forward to dancing the hora 
and lifting him in the chair. 

“The day itself felt really spe-
cial and a little bit more inti-
mate,” Mira Kucharsky said, 
“and now to be able to be back 
inside the temple and do the 
hora together and, granted it’s a 
little bit of a smaller group and 
we are going to keep it safe, but 
we are looking forward to it.”

 

 

76 Wharf Street • Pickering Wharf • 978-594-5519 • www.oceansedgesalem.com

OFFICE PARTIES
HOLIDAY PARTIES

FUNDRAISER EVENTS
FAMILY CELEBRATIONS

CONFERENCES

BOOK YOUR EVENT NOW !BOOK YOUR EVENT NOW !
HARBOR VIEW 

BEAUTIFUL PRIVATE ROOM & BAR

CAPACITY:
100 seated or

130 mingling guests

 CALL (978) 594-5519 
TO BOOK A DATE 
or for more info

Photo: Ethan M. Forman/Journal Staff 
Jeffery Kucharsky and his mom, Mira of Marblehead. 

“It was such a delight 
to share with Jeffrey 

and his family in such a 
special simcha.” 

   – Temple Emanu-El  
            Senior Rabbi  
            David Meyer

See pages See pages 
10-14 for the 10-14 for the 

Jewish Journal’s Jewish Journal’s 
Simcha Planning Simcha Planning 

GuideGuide

http://www.oceansedgesalem.com
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4 Lake St., Peabody | 978-535-5335 | www.zuckerfoods.com
OPEN: Sun 9-1 • Mon & Tues 7-1 • Wed 7-4, Thurs & Fri 7-5 

non-dairy 
certified 

kosher mk

FALL IS HERE!
Zucker’s new fall menu will debut soon….

Stop by for the final flavors of the summer
Tasty pastries & items featuring:featuring:

n Apple Cakes
n Babka
n Honey Cakes
n Blueberry Pie Muffins
n Brownies & Blondies
n Dairy Free Cherry Cheesecake

SPONSORED CONTENT

RABBI ETHAN ADLER

I am currently the rabbi at Congregation Beth David in 
Narragansett, Rhode Island, and guest rabbi at Sharah Zedek in 

Westerly, Rhode Island. In addition to leading services, I perform 
Jewish life cycle events including baby naming, bar/bat mitzvot, 
funerals and weddings – both Jewish and interfaith.

I was born in Israel and moved to the United States when I was 
a young teenager. I graduated the University of Rhode Island with 
a bachelor’s degree and received a master’s degree from Rhode 
Island College. I earned a certificate in thanatology from Bristol 
Community College and a certificate in gerontology from Rhode 
Island College.

In the past I have served as the teacher and education director 
in various Hebrew schools and synagogues in the Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts areas. I also served as summer chaplain at 
Camp Yawgoog for Scouts. In addition to my temple responsibili-
ties, I teach a variety of social science courses at the University of 
Rhode Island and Bristol Community College in Massachusetts. 

I would love to help you plan and officiate your life cycle 
events. I focus on creating ceremonies that are engaging, embrac-
ing and informative, celebrated with a personalized touch.

Contact me at eadler3@cox.net, or call 401-486-0110.

BLER TRAVEL

Bler Travel is a full service travel agency that has been in the 
Brookline area for over 25 years. Our expertise makes us the 

“go-to” agency for all your travel needs. The traveler gets full 
support before, during and after the trip. This service is unique as 
you usually do not get this level of service when you book a trip 
online. 

Our team of professionals cater to your needs and take care of 
all the details of your trip. We continually exceed your expecta-
tions and stay within your budget for flights, vacations, cruises, 
honeymoons, bar or bat mitzvah trips, family tours of Israel, fam-
ily reunions and more. We will never disappoint you. We continu-
ally receive high praises on our expertise and knowledge, and our 
clients come back year after year. Reach out to us for your next 
trip!

Bler Travel is located at 45 Bartlett Crescent Road, Brookline. 
Visit www.BlerTravel.com, email us at info@bler.com, or call us at 
617-738-0500.

THE BLUE HOTEL BAND

We’re the best band you never heard of and we just need 2.5 
minutes of your time to demonstrate. Please visit our website 

home page (www.thebluehotel.net) where you can review a sampler 
of our style and breadth.

The Great American Songbook. Jazz Standards. Classic Rock ‘n 
Roll. Soul. Country. The Blues. We switch styles to suit any mood. You 
can dance while we turn on a dime from Cole Porter to Eric Clapton, 
Miles Davis to the Beatles.

We skew to an older audience, specializing in broad music for 
private parties of every genre and venue. Political and social fun-
draisers. A synagogue dinner-dance. Holiday parties. A significant 
birthday or anniversary. A retirement party or a farmers’ market. A 
Dixieland funeral. Or just a good-old-fashioned event in your own 
backyard. Note: We care deeply about supporting worthy causes…
that’s why we’re the musicians of choice for annual gala fundrais-
ers at the Codman Square Health Center and The Italian Home for 
Children.

Mindful of fees to match needs, we’ll augment: duo, trio, quartet, 
quintet.

So sit back and stay awhile at The Blue Hotel. Sorry...No continen-
tal breakfast.

For booking information, contact Carl Zukroff at cellphone  
617-835-5696 or email carlzu@verizon.net. Visit the website:  
www.thebluehotel.net. Say the secret word and Carl will buy you  
a cup of coffee. (Yiddish spoken here, too.)

1. SPECTRUM Great American Songbook. Jazz. Classic
Rock. Soul. Country. Blues. Dance and swing as we turn on a dime
from Cole Porter to Eric Clapton, Miles Davis to the Beatles.

2. MERRIMENT We’ve played 300 events. In a recent
survey, 88% of those clients are still deliriously happy with our
music and 9% are mildly pleased. (Sadly, 3% have no opinion.)

3. GENRE Private parties-r-us. A synagogue dinner-dance.
Political and social fundraisers. A Farmers’ Market. Your backyard.
The holiday office party. Or how about a Dixieland funeral?

WWee  aauuggmmeenntt  ffoorr  aannyy  nneeeedd::  dduuoo,,  ttrriioo,,  qquuaarrtteett,,  qquuiinntteett..  

AAllll  wwee  aasskk                            iiss              22..55  mmiinnuutteess  ooff                  yyoouurr  ttiimmee..  OOuurr  hhoommee    ppaaggee  ssaammpplleerr    
wwiillll  aannsswweerr    aallll  yyoouurr    qquueessttiioonnss::  

wwwwww..tthheebblluueehhootteell..nneett  

So sit back and stay awhile at       The Blue Hotel. 
SSoorrrryy......nnoo  ccoonnttiinneennttaall  bbrreeaakkffaasstt..

*  NNooww  bbooookkiinngg  DDeecceemmbbeerr    hhoolliiddaayy  ppaarrttiieess,,  NNeeww  YYeeaarr’’ss  EEvvee,,  
TTuu  BBiisshhvvaatt,,  aanndd  22002222

Contact: 617.835.5696 or carlzu@verizon.net

We're the Best Band 
You Never Heard of.*

BBuutt  nnooww''ss  yyoouurr  cchhaannccee..  HHeerree''ss  wwhhaatt  wwee  ooffffeerr::

33

mailto:eadler3@cox.net
http://www.BlerTravel.com
mailto:info@bler.com
http://www.thebluehotel.net
mailto:carlzu@verizon.net
http://www.thebluehotel.net
http://www.zuckerfoods.com
http://www.thebluehotel.net
mailto:carlzu@verizon.net
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BRUCE SILVERLIEB,  
THE PARTY SPECIALIST

For more than 39 years, the team at Bruce 
Silverlieb, The Party Specialist, has been 

creating outstanding events for our hosts and 
hostesses. It has been exciting to help them 
transform concepts into reality. Excellence in 
menu planning, food preparation, stunning 
presentation and unbeatable professional service 
are our hallmarks. Our food is always delicious 
– old favorites and cutting-edge new selections 
– all designed to make an event exceptional. Our 
reputation speaks for itself, but as a recent client 
wrote, “Many guests told me it was the best food 
they ever had at a wedding. Your attention to 
every detail was noted. You and your staff were all 
a pleasure to work with and you will receive our 
highest recommendation.” Our reputation speaks 
for itself, but, better yet, speak with any of our 
clients.

Visit www.thepartyspecialist.com or call 781-
592-0988. 

CATERING BY TEVYA

Be a guest at your own party! We have an 
excellent reputation for quality and service 

to help make your simcha a special occasion. 
Catering By Tevya provides elegant kosher 
catering for bar and bat mitzvahs, weddings, 
Seders, Shabbat dinners and all kinds of social 
functions. We are continually updating our 
menus and enjoy meeting with our clients to 
personally design a menu to meet your needs 
for your special day. We are under the strict 
supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council 
of Massachusetts. 

Visit www.evineskoshermkt.com or contact us 
at 978-535-6449. 

DONNA KAGAN’S  
ELEGANT TOUCH

For 41 years, Donna has helped families and 
corporations create unique parties. Growing 

up in the kosher catering business gave her a 
bird’s-eye view of what people want. She decided 
to use her knowledge and business degree from 
Boston University to establish a company she 
could operate out of her home. At the time, her 
children were young and this made perfect sense. 
Donna can furnish caterers, photographers, 
bands, designer linens, florists, props, themes 

and lighting. She can orchestrate an entire event 
or just some pieces of it, depending on her 
customers wishes and budget.

“My primary concern is always the happiness 
of my client.”

Donna promises to make your event not only 
memorable, but hassle-free. Be they the mother 
of the bride or the CEO of a major corporation, 
Donna makes them feel like a guest at their own 
affair. 

Creating an innovative theme for a client is 
a special skill Donna brings to her work. When 
people want something different, she will work to 
create an entire environment for them. 

“There is nothing I can’t do, don’t have or can’t 
get. I guarantee my clients will be amazed at how 
easy I can make their occasions memorable. I 
seek perfection and I love what I do,” Donna said.

Experience the best with Donna Kagan, an 
event planner who makes the greatest parties … 
from casual to the most elegant.

Call 781-631-6603 or email donna.eltouch@
gmail.com.

E.B. HORN

When Edwin B. Horn founded the E.B. Horn 
Company in 1839, it was a far different 

world. But after 183 years under our iconic blue 
and white awning at 429 Washington St., Boston, 
we’ve seen so much change and so much stay 
the same. Although horse and buggies turned 
to automobiles and planes now soar in the sky, 
when you step inside our jewelry store you’ll 
discover that our rich history of quality, service 
and value has remained untouched. We still offer 
one of the largest selections of diamonds, jewelry 
and watches in all of New England. Our name 
became synonymous with Boston engagement 
rings, as well as a large estate and vintage jewelry 
department.

No matter the piece or purpose, whether you 
want to buy jewelry or sell jewelry, we want to 
make your shopping experience the best it can 
be. That’s the attitude that we’ve had for 180 
years and we’re happy to see it’s worked all this 
time. With a legacy built on tradition, service and 
value it’s no wonder customers make E.B. Horn 
their family jewelry store generation after gen-
eration. 

E.B.Horn is located at 429 Washington St., 
Boston. Visit www.ebhorn.com or call 617-542-
3902.

continued on page 12

catering by  
tevya

A division of Larry Levine’s Kosher Meats & Deli

Relax & enjoy youR own PaRty
Munching, lunching & Dining

we Do it all! Full SeRvice cateRing

For information, please call Todd Levine:

978-535-6449
www.levineskoshermkt.com

Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of MA

FABULOUS FALL FASHIONS arriving!

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA  ~  781-289-3672
By Appointment  ~  Entrance at Rear of House  ~  Specialized Service

Extraordinary, Contemporary Extraordinary, Contemporary 
Clothing for Today’s WomanClothing for Today’s Woman

Celebrate
in Style!

CLASSIC & MODERN 
at the same time!

Sweaters, 
Tops, Pants and More!

Casual Daytime Wear to  
Black Tie Party Wear

Selma’sSelma’s

V More than 30 years of experience
V Adaptable to every event style 

V Classically elegant or  
contemporary – always creative

V Most importantly,  
ask any of our clients

The Party 
Specialist

Why Us?
* More than 39 years 

of experience
* We create any style you want

*Classic, Contemporary, 
Elegant or Casual

* More important… 
Ask any of our clients

LET LOVE
SWEEP YOU OFF

YOUR FEET

429 WASHINGTON ST • DOWNTOWN CROSSING
617.542.3902 • www.ebhorn.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
F I N E  C H I N E S E  C U I S I N E

“Remember  
Su Chang’s for all  

your special events”
We can accommodate 2 to 200

Come visit us and enjoy authentic Chinese food 
cooked to order.  Take-out is always available.  

Temporarily closed on Mondays.

SUN, TUE-THURS 11:30am-10pm  •  FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
LUNCHEON SPECIALS: TUE-FRI

TEL 978-531-3366  •  FAX 978-531-3060
373 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA  •  www.suchangspeabody.com

http://www.thepartyspecialist.com
http://www.evineskoshermkt.com
http://www.ebhorn.com
http://www.levineskoshermkt.com
http://www.ebhorn.com
http://www.suchangspeabody.com


EVAN’S  
NEW YORK STYLE 

DELI

At Evan’s Deli, we understand 
everything that goes into 

planning an event. We pay 
close attention to detail so you 
don’t have to. Our fantastic 
staff makes the planning easy 
for you. Each of our custom-
designed catering platters is 
served on decorative trays and 
bowls, and we provide all the 
plates, napkins, and serving 
utensils necessary for your 
event. We strive to provide the 
freshest food for you and your 
guests. Whether your event is an 
elaborate wedding celebration, 
corporate meeting, or cozy 
backyard party, you will be sure 
to receive quality service and 
premium food from Evan’s.

Call Evan today to let him 
handle the stress at your next 
event so you don’t have to. Once 
you come in we know you will 
keep coming back!

Evan’s Deli is located at 252 
Humphrey St., Marblehead. Visit 
www.evansnewyorkstyledeli.com 
or call 781-631-DELI.

JUSTICE OF  
THE PEACE  
TODD FINN 

Justice of the Peace Todd 
Finn has been officiating 

wedding ceremonies for almost 
10 years. During that time, his 
travels have taken him all over 
New England. A practicing 
attorney by day, Finn enjoys 
making wedding ceremonies 
really special. People are often 
surprised to learn that over 
50 percent of all weddings 
conducted in Massachusetts 
are not conducted by members 
of the clergy, said Finn.

“Once I incorporate the 
official parts, the rest of the cer-
emony is like a blank canvas. 
With input from those getting 
married, I can then customize 
the rest of the ceremony. This 
gives my weddings a more cus-
tomized feel that is relevant for 
their special day. For example, 
things like how the couple met, 
a tribute to the memory of a 
special loved one or getting 
friends and family involved in 
the ceremony are all part of 
what I do.

“I am all about making 
people happy and whether you 
want something very simple 
and classic or contemporary 

and unique, I’ve got you cov-
ered. We are so lucky to have 
some really beautiful wedding 
venues here on the North Shore 
and throughout New England. 
The time frame for planning a 
ceremony varies widely, with 
most weddings booking up to a 
year in advance.

“Personally, I like to get peo-
ple involved in the ceremony 
and it adds a nice touch when 
someone special in your life 
gets to participate on your spe-
cial day.”

For contact information, 
please see my ad in the event 
planning section of The Journal.

GIBLEES

Giblees has been providing 
the finest of menswear 

and personalized service in the 
New England area for more 
than 50 years. From casual 
to formal, Giblees offers one 
of the largest inventories and 
selections of men’s designer 
clothing in all of New England. 
The unique merchandise is 
chosen from around the world 
and is not commonly found in 
a typical men’s store. Giblees 
carries an extensive selection 
of designer brands including 
Canali, Giorgio Armani, Zanella, 
Peter Millar, etc. The service is 
just as upscale as the clothing. 
All our sales associates have 
extensive fashion knowledge 
and have been trained to help 
customers choose items that 
best meet their style and budget 
requirements and, while there, 
you may run into a sports 
personality as many well known 
sports figures frequent the 
store such as Gronk and other 
Patriots players. 

Giblees is located at 85 
Andover St. (Route 114), 
Danvers. Visit www.giblees.com 
or call 978-774-4080.

ISRAEL BOOK 
SHOP

The Israel Book Shop has 
serviced the Greater Boston 

Jewish community for over 
60 years. Our friendly and 
knowledgable staff is available 
to help with your wedding 
needs. Whether choosing a 
ketubah, renting a chuppah, 
sizing up a new tallit, engraving 
your name on a sparkling 
kiddush cup or just setting up 
your new Jewish home, the IBS 
is the place to go.

Israel Book Shop is located at 
410 Harvard St., Brookline. Visit 
www.israelbookshop.com or call 
617-566-7113 or 800-323-7723.

JOSEPH GANN 
JEWELERS

Located in Boston’s 
Downtown Crossing for 88 

years, Joseph Gann Jewelers 
is a full-service destination 
for all your fine jewelry 
needs. Engagement rings 
and wedding bands are their 
specialty. With the largest 
inventory of loose diamonds 
and gemstones, Gann’s will 
create the classic timeless ring 
you have been looking for. If 
unique is your thing, Gann 
custom creates that one of a 
kind piece. Their designers 
will create for you a CAD 
design and show you that 
the possibilities are endless. 
They use the finest materials: 
platinum, white gold, yellow 
gold, even rose gold, and the 
diamonds in their settings are 
of the highest quality.

Many of their designs are 
vintage-inspired, includ-
ing diamond halos, hand set 
micro-pavé and French cut 
diamond settings, as well as 
hand engraved bands. In fact, 
they have one of the finest 
selections of vintage jewelry 
being in business for so long. 
From the 1920’s and 1930’s 
through the 1970’s, Joseph 
Gann appreciates the fine 
details and uniqueness in each 
piece.

In addition to jewelry, 
Gann’s has the largest selec-
tion of fine tableware in the 
area. Whether you are look-
ing to start a bridal registry or 
give your kitchen that special 
update, you will find hundreds 
of patterns on display for the 
right look for your home.

Joseph Gann Jewelers is 
located at 387 Washington St., 
4th Floor, Boston. Visit www. 
josephgann.com or call 617-
426-4932.

KAPPY’S ON CALL

We invite you to take 
advantage of Kappy’s 

experience and pricing for 
your wedding, corporate 
event, or private functions. As 
a complete beverage planning 
service, Kappy’s On Call makes 
small and large events more 
enjoyable for everyone.

Whether your next party is 
at home, a business location or 
function facility, you’ll be glad 
you asked Kappy’s On Call to 
provide the beverages!

Contact us at 781-395-8888 
ext. 3 or email at oncall@kap-
pys.com, or stop by one of our 
locations on the North Shore 
(Danvers, Peabody, Malden) to 
speak with a team member. 

OCEANS’ EDGE 
RESTAURANT

Oceans’ Edge Salem 
on Pickering Wharf is 

the perfect venue for your 
holiday parties, private dining, 
corporate dinners, luncheons, 
meetings, and events of any 
kind. Call and save your space 
today  as the holiday season 
weekends are already filling 
up. The private function 
room overlooking the harbor 
can hold up to 110 people 
for dinner or 140 people for 
cocktails and appetizers. 
We can also help you book 
entertainment for your special 
events. 

For more information, call us 
at 978-594-5519 or email us at 
mark@oceansedgesalem.com.
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Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

www.israelbookshop.com • info@israelbookshop.com

Israel Book Shop
Come to

the ISRAEL BOOK SHOP
for all your wedding ceremony needs

Ketubot ~ Kipot ~ Chuppah rentals
Wine cups ~ Breakable glass cups

Wedding music ~ Talitot and personalized bags

410 Harvard Street, Brookline, MA 02446
617-566-7113 • 1-800-323-7723

Hours: Sun-Wed 9am-6pm; Thurs 9am-8pm; Fri 9am-2pm

   

for all your wedding and bar/bat mitzvah needs

Music ~ Talitot and personalized bags

Open Sunday-Thursday 10am-5pm ~ Friday 10am-2pm

RHEA 
SIMON
Vocalist & Pianist

Specializing in 
Jazz, Show Tunes,

Jewish & Israeli Music

H (978) 685-6464
C (978) 857-9989

✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦      ✦

Complimentary consultation by appointment
Visit our showroom offices in Marblehead and Martha’s Vineyard

781-631-6603 ✦ donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Event Planner 
and 

Designer

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

From casual to the most elegant…
Parties for all occasions

FOR A PARTY  
TO REMEMBER...  

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!
Hours:

Mon – Sat
10am – 4pm

552 Washington Street, 
Canton

781 828 7847
www.touchofklass.net

Our boutique is your #1
source for all 
your special 
occasion wear.

Touch of Klass

Larger sizes
are our specialty.

http://www.evansnewyorkstyledeli.com
http://www.giblees.com
http://www.israelbookshop.com
http://www.josephgann.com
http://www.josephgann.com
mailto:oncall@kap-pys.com
mailto:oncall@kap-pys.com
mailto:oncall@kap-pys.com
mailto:mark@oceansedgesalem.com
http://www.bler.com
mailto:info@bler.com
http://www.israelbookshop.com
mailto:info@israelbookshop.com
mailto:donna.eltouch@gmail.com
http://www.touchofklass.net
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HISTORIC
THEATER

 
turned 

21st century venue

A flexible, blank slate space perfect for weddings, 
Mitzvahs, corporate meetings and parties, 

fundraisers and more
OLIOPEABODY.COM

info@oliopeabody.com

43 Main Street
Peabody, MA 01960

978-595-1091

OLIO

Peabody venue reopens after COVID hit. The mother/daughter 
duo behind the recently reopened Olio are awaiting a boom of 

event bookings coming on the other side COVID. 
Sarah Narcus and Ellen Basch purchased a run-down and 

mostly vacant historic theater at the center of downtown Peabody 
in the fall of 2018. They renovated the entire building, hosted their 
first event in spring of 2019, and were just getting started when 
COVID shut down their operation completely in March 2020. As a 
space dedicated to gatherings, they did not have other sources of 
income while they were essentially closed for over a year.

“It was so difficult for us to have built this momentum in 
launching our new business and then to immediately be forced 
to close our doors. We worked with our clients to reschedule their 
events and held on, waiting for the chance to safely reopen,” says 
owner Sarah Narcus.

Because they were newly opened just before COVID, Olio does 
have some flexible availability for dates, even for this winter and 
into 2022.

According to Narcus: “We’re in the unique position of having 
really just opened our 2022 and 2023 calendar, which means we 
have some fabulous dates available to offer. We are finding that 
there’s a huge appetite for planning social gatherings in the next 
few years and that people want to celebrate in-person in a big 
way.”

The business recently marked it’s reopening with a ribbon 
cutting through the Peabody Area Chamber of Commerce and 
looks forward to welcoming couples and clients and visitors to its 
space. 

To learn more about booking and availability, visit  
www.oliopeabody.com. 

PAUL’S REPTILE CIRCUS

For more than 15 years, Paul’s Reptile Circus has been 
connecting kids with animals. Children are fascinated with our 

collection of reptiles. You can choose from a water dragon, corn 
snake, box turtle and more. We allow them to experience firsthand 
these special creatures. Call us for birthdays, bar/bat mitzvahs, 
special events and educational presentations. 

Visit reptilecircus.net, call 617-407-7533, or email reptilescircus@
gmail.com.

POLCARI’S

Have your next party or special event at Polcari’s. Authentic 
Italian dishes from chicken parmesan to pasta – pizza, 

calzones, salads, the options are endless. An intimate bridal 
or baby shower, rehearsal dinner or anniversary, Polcari’s will 
transform to fit the tastes of even the most discerning event hosts.

Visit us at www.Polcaris.com or call us in Saugus or Woburn to 
book your next event.

RHEA SIMON, VOCALIST & PIANIST

Rhea Simon has been entertaining at parties for many years. She 
is an accomplished singer and has a BFA in Music Theatre from 

Syracuse University. 
Rhea started her professional career at 16, as a singer/dancer at 

Opryland, USA in her hometown of Nashville. She now captivates 
audiences all over the country, performing songs from the Great 
American Songbook and Broadway stage.

Besides performing at parties, Rhea delights listeners at clubs 
and venues such as The Club Cafe and Sculler’s in Boston and the 
Colonial Inn in Concord.

Contact Rhea at 978-857-9989.

continued on page 14

http://www.oliopeabody.com
mailto:info@oliopeabody.com
http://www.Polcaris.com
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SELMA’S DRESS SHOPPE

Selma’s Dress Shoppe was started by Selma 
in 1948, and in 1973, her daughter Lauralee 

was excited to continue her mother’s legacy. 
At Selma’s you will find the finest collection of 
extraordinary contemporary clothing for today’s 
woman: from black tie special occasions to 
daytime casual wear such as sweaters, tops and 
pants. If Lauralee cannot find what you want in 
the store, she will find it on her shopping trips 
to the New York and Chicago fashion markets. 
Clients receive personalized service and the staff 
helps you create a new look and update your old 
wardrobe.

Call Selma’s today at 781-289-3672 to schedule 
your appointment for our complimentary service 
so we can help you find the new you for daytime, 
for nighttime, or for anytime.

Lauralee will help you with your new look! You 
will love the clothes at Selma’s.

Selma’s is located at 590 Revere Beach Blvd., 
Revere. Call 781-289-3672.

SU CHANG’S  
FINE CHINESE CUISINE

Su Chang’s has been in business for over 28 
years. Come to Su Chang’s for your wedding 

celebrations. We do showers, engagement 
parties, rehearsal dinners and even small 
weddings.

We offer authentic Chinese food. Specialties 
include ginger scallion lobster, clams with black 
bean sauce, and shrimp with stuffed eggplant. It 
is necessary to order our superb rack of lamb one 
day in advance. It is always good to include our 
delicious noodles and a green vegetable. Mother 
always said it was important to eat your green 
vegetables! We are so fortunate to be in business 
for so many years and we attribute that to you – 
our customers. We so appreciate you!

Su Chang’s is located at 373 Lowell St., 
Peabody. Visit www.suchangs-peabody.com or call 
978-531-3366.

TOUCH OF KLASS

Touch of Klass is a high-end boutique that 
has been in business for 40 golden years. 

The majority of our dresses are NOT ONLINE. 
Our clothes are GLAMOUR, CLASSIC and by 
no means NOT YOUR AVERAGE DESIGN. Most 
of our garments come in many colors and are 
tailored to your measurements. Coming to Touch 
of Klass is like visiting a boutique in New York.

Touch of Klass is located at 552 Washington St., 
Canton. Visit our website at www.touchofklass.net 
or call us at 781-828-7847.

VINNIN LIQUORS

Vinnin Liquors has been the local, family 
owned choice for events and special occasions 

on the North Shore for a half century. We use 
our years of experience to satisfy your every 
beverage need and take the worry out of your 

event planning. Whether you’re holding a large 
celebration or an intimate gathering, our sales 
associates can match you with products that are 
sure to please all of your guests. From well-known 
brands to hidden gems, we strive to keep ahead 
of all of the latest trends. Our goal is to wow your 
crowd and let you take the credit! We take pride in 
our service and our selection.We’ll find the perfect 
accompaniment to your favorite meal and please 
even the most particular of palates. Don’t fret over 
details. Just tell us how many guests are expected 
and  we’ll supply your gathering with the right 
amount of high quality beverages at the very best 
price. We provide free delivery and happily offer 
full refund for any unused, unopened bottles. 
When planning your next event, all you need to do 
is raise your glass. We’ll take care of the rest.

Vinnin Liquors is located at 371 Paradise Road, 
Swampscott. Visit www.Vinninliquors.com or call 
781-598-4110.

ZUCKER’S BAKERY

Planning your next simcha? Let Zucker’s Bakery 
make it extra sweet. Our ceremonial challahs 

are ready for your kiddush. 
Looking for the perfect starter for your 

homemade French toast, a snack, gift or 
something sweet to lift your spirits, come pick 
up our challahs, cinnamon horns, half-moon 
pastries, whoopie pies, or blueberry muffins. New 
and fresh pastries are available daily including 
our delicious non-dairy cheesecakes and the best 
rugelach on the North Shore.

Zucker’s Foods, a family owned bakery 
established in Montreal in 1996 has been 
operating out of Peabody for the last 17 years. 
Our baked goods are Kosher and Pareve. For 
your convenience, you can find a selection of our 
goods at the Butcherie, Larry Levine’s and Zadye’s 
Market. We even stock Montreal bagels.

Zucker’s Bakery is located at 4 Lake St., Peabody. 
Call us at 978- 535-5335 or email us at  
info@zuckerfoods.com. 

ZVI JALFIN PHOTOGRAPHY

Photography is not just the click of the camera, 
it’s the art of capturing the perfect moment. 

It is an art that Zvi Jalfin has been perfecting for 
over 20 years. Drawing on his expert knowledge 
of photographic and lighting techniques, Zvi 
brings together the latest styles and technology to 
capture timeless keepsakes. 

Zvi recognizes that listening to his clients and 
aligning with their expectations, ensures that their 
special moments will be captured naturally and 
effortlessly. He has established a great rapport 
with his clients and he ensures that every occa-
sion is handled with a pleasant demeanor and a 
professional attitude.

Zvi photographs weddings and bar and bat 
mitzvahs; corporate events; executive portraits; 
headshots and family portraits. Zvi also offers 
digital graffiti services, green screen photography, 
red carpet and paparazzi photography stations as 
well as photo booth rentals.

Visit jalfinphoto.com, email zvi@jalfinphoto.
com, or call 781-449-7249.

from page 13

Weddings
Baby Namings
Bnei Mitzvah

Interfaith Ceremonies
Funerals/Unveilings

Shivah Services

call 401-486-0110
or email eadler3@cox.net

Rabbi Ethan Adler

for all your lifecyle services

RABBI AT YOUR ‘SERVICE’

YYOOUUNNGG 
MEN’S 
SUITS 

$395 

85 Andover Street 
Rt. 114, Danvers 
978 774 4080 
giblees.com

Come in and discover 
our young men’s suit 
collection. Slim and 
regular t. 

Paul’s Reptile Circus
We will connect reptiles with kids! Featuring your choice of  
reptiles, such as water dragon, corn snake, box turtle, and more.

Schools • Birthdays • Parties 
Bar/bat mitzvahs • Other events

www.reptilecircus.net
617-407-7533
reptilescircus@gmail.com

252 Humphrey St.  u  Marblehead  u  781-631-DELI (3354)  u  www.evansnewyorkstyledeli.com
Hours: Mon 10am-5pm  u  Tues-Fri 8am-5pm  u  Sat 7:30am-5pm  u  Sun 7:30am-1pm

EEVANVAN’s’s
NEW YORK STYLE DELINEW YORK STYLE DELI

DELI PLATTER includes:  Roast Beef, Corned Beef, Turkey Breast, Potato Salad, 
Cole Slaw, Pickles, Bread & Rolls & Condiments ~ $13.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)

FISH PLATTER includes:  Nova Lox, Whitefish Salad, Muenster Cheese, 
Assorted Bagels, Plain & Chive Cream Cheese (other cheeses upon request), Tomatoes,  

Cucumbers, Red Onions & Capers ~ $14.99 per person plus tax (12 person minimum)

PARTY PLATTERS FOR EVERY OCCASION!PARTY PLATTERS FOR EVERY OCCASION!

FUNCTIONS • CATERING • PARTIES

Book Your Holiday 
Party with Us!

Open Daily at 11AM

Curbside To Go Take Out Service

SAUGUS - 781.233.3765 - WOBURN - 781.938.1900

Polcaris.com

http://www.suchangs-peabody.com
http://www.touchofklass.net
http://www.Vinninliquors.com
mailto:info@zuckerfoods.com
mailto:eadler3@cox.net
http://www.reptilecircus.net
mailto:reptilescircus@gmail.com
http://www.evansnewyorkstyledeli.com
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On sale now at the beautiful…

   LynnAuditorium.com          781-599-SHOW            Ticketmaster  

By Matt Robinson
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Though the Jewish High Holidays 
are behind us, Hanukkah beckons and 
many people are trying to maintain 
their resolutions to eat better while 
also looking for good ideas for holiday 
treats for themselves and those they 
love.

Fortunately, our region is blessed 
with many ways to fulfill these goals in 
a Jewish way. While New York may be 
the deli capital of the world, the Boston 
area is no slouch when it comes to both 
traditional Jewish and Israeli foods and 
also foods made by Jews.

Speaking of deli, it makes sense to 
start with the King of Corned Beef, 
Michael’s Deli. Having been cre-
ated in Marblehead by the epony-
mous Michael, the hot spot is now 
in Brookline’s Coolidge Corner and 
helmed by Steve Peljovich, who brings 
his Cuban roots to traditional deli 
favorites like corned beef, brisket, and 
his famous Krazy Knishes.

“I have always had a love of food,” 
said Peljovich, “but more specifically a 
love of the gatherings around food – the 
family all getting together to cook, cre-
ate, and celebrate being together.”

In addition to serving his customers, 
Peljovich also serves the larger com-
munity by donating his food and much 
of his sparse spare time to the Relay for 
Life, the Brookline Food Pantry, and No 
Kid Hungry, among many others.

“I hope that the food and the his-
tory of deli food live on in my work,” 
Peljovich said.

Once you have enjoyed one of Steve’s 
sandwiches or other tasty treats, it may 
be time for dessert. And what better 

way to recall your own family memo-
ries than with a delicious cake from My 
Grandma’s of New England?

Started in Newton in 1990 with 
a recipe that dates back to the Old 
Country and was originally baked by a 
real bubbe, My Grandma’s award-win-
ning handmade cakes are now available 
worldwide, thanks to the tireless work of 
owner Bob Katz.

Katz recalled starting out in business 
by creating an environmentally friendly 
brand of ice melt and trash bags that 
were made from oil refuse. This plucky 
entrepreneurial spirit combined with 
Katz’s apparent desire to help the world 
led him to work with another sole pro-
prietor who was making his own brand 
of coffee cakes but who was also facing 
a problem.

“[He] couldn’t make enough cakes for 

me to bring to my customers,” Katz said.
Katz volunteered to join the baking 

line and eventually ended up buying the 
company.

From one tiny shop in Newton, Katz 
has expanded Grandma’s to an interna-
tional phenomenon that regularly sells 
out in local delis (like Barry’s), national 
chains (including Starbucks), and even 
on QVC. Despite its growth, however, 
Katz has held tightly to the Jewish values 
that got him started.

“My Grandma's coffee cake is a 
kosher product and Jewish owned,” said 
Katz noting proudly how he gives a great 
deal to Hebrew day schools and other 
organizations around the country.

“Actually,” said Katz, “we set records 
with fundraisers for synagogues who are 
looking to add to their building fund, as 
well as to Hebrew schools that are rais-

ing funds for a special trip or … to make 
a large donation to Israel.”

Another sweet supplier is Israeli-born 
Liron Pergament-Gal of ChocAllure in 
Needham. After stepping away from her 
corporate job at the start of the pan-
demic, Gal decided to stay away and to 
focus her creative efforts elsewhere. As 
she had been trained in the prestigious 
Ecole Lenôtre Culinary Institute in Paris, 
as well as the Barry Callebaut Chocolate 
Academy in Chicago, Gal partnered with 
others to create a new set of kosher 
candies that are perfect for the Jewish 
holidays or any other occasion.

For Passover, Gal created a chametz-
free collection with six new flavors. 
More recently, she incorporated apples, 
honey, and pomegranates into a new 
Rosh Hashanah set.

After some of Grandma’s cake and/
or Liron’s chocolates, you will surely 
need something just as delicious to 
wash it all down. Try Joe Laur’s Samara 
– previously known as Maple Mama 
Beverages – based out of the small town 
of Wendell north of Springfield.  

Laur first wanted to offer his own 
family a lower-sugar soft drink option. 
His maple-sweetened, electrolyte-
packed creation proved so popular, it is 
now distributed nationwide and avail-
able at Shaw’s and Whole Foods.

Laur’s kosher and organic beverages 
do not just serve as guardians to your 
health with their 54 antioxidants and 
seven vitamins and minerals, they also 
help protect the planet with their pro-
gressive ecokosher standards.

“It’s not enough in this era to just be 
halachically kosher,” said Laur, who is a 
certified kashrut mashgiach. “We need 
to take into account environmental 
and social impacts as well.”

From corned beef to coffee cake, no shortage of Jewish delights in Boston 

Liron Pergament-GalSteve Peljovich



Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   
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Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     
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Where Quality                  
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Prepared Foods                                  
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See our specials and sale on our 
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See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington Street, Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Free parking ~ Closed Saturdays

VV EVENT PLANNING  EVENT PLANNING VV

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

THE PERFECT VENUE 
FOR YOUR EVENT

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ

CONTACT US AT
781.207.9353

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

TheBostonJP.com | 978-836-9106

Justice of the Peace
“Your wedding done your way”

Attorney Todd Finn

To advertise in the Journal’s Event Planning directory, contact: 
lois@jewishjournal.org, marcy@jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111.

Looking AheadSubmit your events to calendar@jewishjournal.org

ONGOING
KNITTING KNIGHTS AT THE 
JCCNS, Wednesdays, 7 p.m., in-person 
in the Women’s Health Club and on  
Zoom. 4 Community Road, Marblehead. 
Visit www.jccns.org for link.

ISRAELI DANCE GROUP AT 
TEMPLE NER TAMID in Peabody. 
Tuesday nights at 8 p.m. No partner 
needed and all levels welcome, $2 
donation. For more information, email: 
algrnewman@aol.com. Temple Ner 
Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody.

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING at 
the JCCNS. Thursdays, 6 p.m., and 
Sundays, 8:30 a.m., 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead. Visit www.jccns.org for 
more information. 

FRIDAY, OCT. 29
LUNCH AND LEARN, 
COLLECTING THE GLOBE: THE 
SALEM EAST INDIA MARINE 
SOCIETY MUSEUM, 11 a.m. 
Presented by the JCCNS. Visit www.
jccns.org for details and to register.

SATURDAY, OCT. 30
HAVDALAH ON THE BEACH, 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Presented by the 
Lappin Foundation. Families with 
young children are invited to PJ 
Library Havdalah on the Beach to say 
goodbye to Shabbat and welcome in 
a new week at Fisherman’s Beach 
in Swampscott. This program is 
free and everyone is welcome. 
Registration is required in the event 
of inclement weather. Register at 
www.LappinFoundation.org. For more 
information, contact Lynne Krasker 
Schultz at Lynne@lappinfoundation.
org.

MONDAY, NOV. 1
JEWISH BOOK MONTH, 7 p.m. 
Presented by the JCCNS. Jenna 
Blum’s “Woodrow on the Bench: Life 
Lessons from a Wise Old Dog,” will 
be discussed. Visit www.jccns.org for 
details and tickets.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 3
TOWARDS CLIMATE JUSTICE: 
CENTERING WABANAKI 
TRIBAL NATIONS IN 
ADAPTATION TO CLIMATE 
CHANGE, 7 – 8 p.m. Presented by 
the Center for Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies at Salem State University. 
Professor Dareen Ranco, keynote 
speaker. For more information, go to 
www.salemstate.edu/chgs or email 
CHGS@salemstate.edu.
SENIOR JAZZ HOUR AND 
LUNCH, 11 a.m. Presented by the 
JCCNS. All seniors are welcome to 
enjoy a live performance by the Insight 
Band and share a complimentary 
lunch. RSVP Sara Ewing at sewing@
jccns.com or 781-476-9913.

THURSDAY, NOV. 4
TEACHING TECH, 7 p.m. Presented 
by the JCCNS. Have questions about 
your phone, tablet, or laptop? Bring 
your digital device and any questions 
you have and receive help from our 
patient, polite volunteers. Event is free 
and open to anyone. For questions, 
contact Sara Ewing at sewing@jccns.
com.

NOVEMBER 7-21
33RD BOSTON JEWISH FILM 
FESTIVAL. All-Access Pass benefits 
include: Access all Boston Jewish 
Film Festival virtual screenings and 
events; priority access to register for 
the in-person screening of “Space 
Torah” at the Omni Theater, Museum 
of Science, Nov. 11, 6:30 p.m., with 

special guest, NASA astronaut Dr. Jeff 
Hoffman. Choose what you want to 
see and get ready to watch all of the 
Festival films from home, on-demand. 
Check the entire film lineup, trailers, 
and live programs at: www.
bostonjfilm.org.

SUNDAY, NOV. 7
JEWISH BOOK MONTH, 3 p.m. 
A book by Ruth R. Wisse, “Free 
as a Jew: A Personal Memoir of 
National Self-Liberation,” will be 
discussed.   Visit www.jccns.org for 
details and tickets. Event will be at 
Temple Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic Ave., 
Marblehead.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
ABOUT JEWISH FAMILY 
NAMES, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. on Zoom. 
Presented by the Jewish Genealogical 
Society of Greater Boston. Sallyann 
Amdur Sack, the long-time editor of 
AVOTAYNU: The International Review 
of Jewish Genealogy, author of several 
major reference books on Jewish 
genealogy, will lead the seminar on 
how to identify Jewish family names, 
origins, meanings. Free for members, 
non-members $5.Register at: https://
www.jgsgb.org. 

NEVER IS NOW SUMMIT, 
an all-day event. Presented by the 
Anti-Defamation League. Community 
is invited to listen, learn and share 
alongside experts, students, and 
community leaders – all united in an 
effort to rally our communities in the 
pursuit of a better tomorrow. Topics 
include: antisemitism on college 
campuses; First Amendment and 
online hate speech; how to fight 
antisemitism in your community, etc. 
Free online event. To register and 
for more information, go to: https://
neverisnow.org.

JCDS OPEN HOUSE, 3:30 – 4:30 
p.m. Boston’s Jewish Community 
Day School will host a Fall Fest. 
Connect with the JCDS community 
and meet JCDS’ Music Teacher, Elah 
Grandel, for an outdoor afternoon of 
music, movement, and a seasonal 
craft. For children ages 2-6. For more 
information and to register, go to: 
www.jcdsboston.org/admissions/  
Email Karen Siegel at karens@
jcdsboston.org with any questions. 
JCDS, 57 Stanley Ave., Watertown.

MONDAY, NOV. 8
COMMUNITY READ BOOK 
DISCUSSION, 7 p.m.  on Zoom.
Presented by the JCCNS and lead by 
Izzi Abrams. Join us for a community 
read of “The Light of Days: The Untold 
Story of Women Resistance Fighters 
in Hitler’s Ghettos” by Judy Batalion. 
Visit www.jccns.org for details and 
Zoom link.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 10
“I NAMED MY DOG PUSHKIN,” 
7:30 p.m. Presented by Center Makor 
and Congregation Kehillath Israel. 
Community is invited to an exclusive 
presentation of the bestseller book by 
Margarita Gokun Silver, a freelance 
journalist, essayist, and novelist. 
Her articles and essays have been 
published in The New York Times, 
The Washington Post, The Guardian, 
and The Atlantic, among others. The 
book features immigrant tales, notes 
from a Soviet girl on becoming an 
American woman. In English. $36 
(includes admission ticket, a copy of 
the book and a drink from the bar). For 
more information and tickets, go to: 
www.centermakor.org/event/i-named-
my-dog-pushki. Center Makor, 384 
Harvard St., Brookline./

Tickets: 781-646-4849 • Groups (12+): 1-888-264-1788
PlayhouseInfo.com

THE HIT NEW YORK COMEDY
Philip Roger Roy Presents

Starring Peter Fogel

DECEMBER 8 - 19, 2021
Wed 2 & 7 pm, Thurs 7 pm, Fri 8 pm, 

Sat 2 & 8 pm, Sun 2 pm

“Hysterically Funny! Non-Stop
Laughs All The Way!

I Can’t Recommend This Show 
Enough, It’s Just Great!”
- Regis Philbin, Live With Regis & Kelly

From the author of 
My Mother’s Italian My Father’s Jewish 

& I’m In Therapy! comes the next chapter 
of his family insanity... 

He’s Home For The Holidays!

“Amazing! Hysterical!
A Wonderful Show! 

I Still Hurt From Laughing!” 
- BroadwayWorld.com

“As Heartwarming As Comfort Food. 
Everyone Can Relate to This!”

- Martha Stewart Living Radio
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Contact information: 
 CHGS@salemstate.edu 978.542.2314 www.salemstate.edu/chgs

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 
7–8:00 PM
PUBLIC EVENT

Towards Climate Justice: 
Centering Wabanaki Tribal Nations 
in Adaptation to Climate Change 

Professor Dareen Ranco, keynote speaker 
Professor Steve Silvern,  
discussant 

For more information and registration, 
scan the QR code.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 
6:30–8:00 PM
SONIA SCHREIBER WEITZ SPEAKER SERIES, 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH CJP

Award winning author, Michael Twitty: 
The Cooking Gene:  
A Journey Through African American 
Culinary History 

For more information and registration,  
scan the QR code.

Professor Dareen Ranco

precedes faith,’ it was at the root 
of faith, and you must be guided 
by awe to be worthy of faith,” 
Jonathan said. “Dad was guided 
by awe.”

Jonathan said that despite 
his father’s devotion to work, he 
was not “monomaniacal” about 
it.

“For as long as I can remem-
ber, my dad was always there 
for me,” said his son David, “we 
did everything together a typi-
cal loving father and son do.”

David said his father’s battle 
with Parkinson’s created a deep-
er bond between them, expand-
ing their talks from sports and 
movies to family, relationships, 
and feelings. 

His father’s stubbornness 
served him well during the first 
10 years of his fight with the 
disease, David said, but the next 
two were a series of ups and 

downs.
“He fought this disease as 

long as he could and he never 
gave up,” David said. “He was 
still wearing button-down col-
lared shirts, topsiders, and eat-
ing Wise potato chips right until 
the end.”

In addition to his sons David 
and Jonathan and their wives 
Leslie and Ivy, Sack leaves his 
two former wives and close 
friends, Leslie Rooks Sack and 
Rochelle Friedman; his sis-
ter, Marilyn Winick and her 
husband, Richard Winick; his 
grandchildren, Samantha, 
Theodore, Benjamin, Hannah 
and Lincoln; and many nieces 
and nephews. 

Editor/Publisher Steven A. 
Rosenberg contributed to this 
report.

SHS principal remembered
from page 5

CHELSEA – The ALS & MS 
Walk for Living was held virtual-
ly on Oct. 17. Over the years, the 
Walk for Living has become an 
integral part of the local com-
munity; this year was no excep-
tion. 

Participants walked in neigh-
borhoods, on treadmills, at the 
mall or on scenic trails to sup-
port the revolutionary Leonard 
Florence Center for Living. The 
Center, operated by Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare, takes care of 
more individuals living with ALS 

than any place else in the world.
Fundraising is continu-

ing throughout the month of 
October, with local schools and 
corporations planning their 
own unique event. 

To make a donation, visit 
https://walkforliving.org/donate.
asp, or call Maura Graham 
at 617-409-8973. Every dollar 
raised goes directly to resident 
care at the Leonard Florence 
Center.

James and Georgia Graham of Melrose, and their dog Charlie, 
walked in honor of ALS & MS residents at the Leonard Florence 
Center for Living.  

13th Annual ALS & MS Walk 
for Living raises  
much needed funds

H A N U K K A H
STARTS ON NOVEMBER 28TH. 
Our greeting issue is on December 2nd, 

so call Lois (978-278-1185)  
or Marcy (978-278-1186)  

to reserve your ad space now …
And check one thing off your list.

mailto:CHGS@salemstate.edu
http://www.salemstate.edu/chgs
https://walkforliving.org/donate


By Bette Keva
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

IPSWICH – The North Shore 
lost a champion of local news 
and thus a defender of democ-
racy when Bill Wasserman, 94, 
passed away on Sept. 29 in 
Kaplan Family Hospice House 
in Danvers. He had been diag-
nosed with multiple myeloma. 

Best known for founding 
North Shore Weeklies, the phil-
anthropic Ipswich resident had 
served in the military, worked 
on behalf of Democratic poli-
ticians, and lived and worked 
abroad to educate journalists 
about the American concept of 
news. 

What Wasserman did two 
years ago, at age 92, reveals the 
character of the man. Upset 
that the local Ipswich Chronicle 

(which he had added to his 
chain of weeklies in 1960) was 
failing to provide the news cov-
erage he felt the town deserved, 
Wasserman teamed with John 
Muldoon who of like mind, had 
created a local news website in 
2015. 

With Wasserman’s entrance, 
the pair created a print publica-
tion, calling it the Ipswich Local 
News. Wasserman was to serve 
as publishing consultant and 
fund the paper when revenues 
dipped. But before anything like 
that happened, the lean, ener-
getic, white-haired business-
man who walked with a cane 
set about going from restaurants 
to storefront businesses selling 
ads. And sell he did. Propelled 
by Wasserman’s reputation and 
his single-mindedness, with-
in a short time he reported to 
Muldoon that the newspaper 
was “in the black.” 

The week that Wasserman 
passed away, Muldoon report-
ed that the Ipswich Local News 
printed its largest paper yet, 
40 pages, a reflection of “more 
advertising and a state of robust 
good health.” 

“Bill believed that a town 
without a newspaper is one that 
has lost the essence of its being. 
He felt the loss of local journal-
ism acutely when then owner, 
GateHouse Media, merged the 
Ipswich Chronicle, the Tri-Town 
Transcript, and the Hamilton-
Wenham Chronicle into one 
newspaper, leaving one reporter 
for six communities. Bill had 
built up North Shore Weeklies to 
this regional powerhouse and [it 
pained him] to watch it die by a 
thousand cuts.” 

In the first airing of his new 
podcast, ‘What Works, The 
Future of Local News,’ Dan 
Kennedy, associate profes-
sor in the School of Journalism 
at Northeastern University, 
lamented the passing of the 
“late, great publisher of the 
North Shore who published the 
Ipswich Chronicle and expand-
ed North Shore Weeklies and 

ASK ABOUT OUR PRE-PLANNING SAVINGS.
CREMATION OPTIONS AVAILABLE.
No synagogue or temple affiliation required.

polcemetery@gmail.com
(978) 594-4249 • www.prideoflynn.org

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
AND CHEVRA MISHNA
89 LAKE SHORE ROAD, LYNN, MA 01904

Serving Boston and the Greater North Shore  
Jewish and interfaith families since 1920.

Compassionate personalized service. Individual and  
multiple lots available with competitive pricing. 

Ask about our pre-planning savings.  
Traditional burial and inurnment (cremation) available. 

Chapel renovations in progress.

Serving Boston and the Greater North Shore  
Jewish and Interfaith families since 1920. 

Compassionate personalized service. Individual and  
multiple lots available with competitive pricing.

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS

NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

Family-owned and operated since 1933

Two convenient locations servicing families throughout Greater Boston,  
North Shore, South Shore, Sharon Memorial Park and MetroWest.

Slotnick Monuments
232 Fuller Street, Everett, MA 02149
617-387-3980
Production facility / Sales office / Outdoor display 
Full service drafting and sandblasting shop

Slotnick’s MetroWest Monuments
5 Edgell Road, Suite 1
Framingham Centre, MA 01701
508-872-1400
Corporate office / Sales office / Indoor display

SC
Memorial Group

Est. 1910

Drive carefully…
               We can wait.

www.scsmg.net
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Sherry Wurtzel, 75, of 
Mashpee and Boynton Beach, 
Florida, passed away on Oct. 13, 
2021, surrounded by her family 
after a tough battle with cancer.

Sherry was born to Celia and 
Nathan Goodman on Sept. 11, 
1946 in New York City. She grew 
up on the Lower East Side, grad-
uating from Seward Park High 
School and Hunter College, 
where she studied education. 
She’d later go back to school and 
receive a master’s degree in eco-
nomics from Clark University.

During college, she met 
Marvin and they married in 1968 
and moved to Massachusetts. 
Together, they had three chil-
dren: Robin, Matthew, and 
Renee.

Sherry was a dedicated mom 
to her three children, raising all 
of them to go on to accomplish 
great things. Family and educa-
tion were extremely important 

to Sherry, a value she instilled in 
all those around her.

After retiring from teach-
ing economics at Framingham 
State University, she split her 
time between Massachusetts 
and Florida. While shopping 
was her favorite pastime, spoil-
ing her seven grandchildren was 
her greatest joy in life.

She was predeceased by 

her parents. She is survived by 
her husband Marvin, her sis-
ter Helene Zipper, her three 
children Robin, Matthew, and 
Renee Sidman, her daughter-
in-law Andi Glaser-Wurtzel, her 
son-in-law Jason Sidman, and 
seven grandchildren.

A funeral service was held on 
Oct. 15 at Congregation Shirat 
Hayam, Swampscott. Interment 
followed at Shirat Hayam 
Cemetery, Peabody. Due to the 
pandemic, the Shiva was pri-
vate.

While being treated for can-
cer, nothing broke Sherry’s heart 
more than seeing the children 
at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 
so please consider a donation to 
the Jimmy Fund in her honor. 

Arrangements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. Visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.
com.

Sherry Wurtzel, 75, of Mashpee and Boynton Beach, Florida

The Jewish Journal prints 
obituaries up to 200 words for 
$150; longer submissions will 
be charged accordingly. Paid 
obituaries will also be posted 
online at www.jewishjournal.
org. Photographs cost $36 

each; emailed photos should 
be sent as jpeg or tiff files. 
Submissions are subject to 
editing for style and space 

limitations. For further 
information, contact your 

local funeral home, or email 
andrew@jewishjournal.org.

Bill Wasserman, 94, a champion  
of local news on the North Shore

Bill Wasserman

Sherry Wurtzel

continued on page 19
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students about the Holocaust, 
and genocides in Armenia, 
Rwanda, and Cambodia.

“And I’m very proud that I do 
think with this legislation, more 
people will be aware of what has 
happened in the past,” Finegold 
said. 

There is a strong likelihood, 
Finegold said, the Senate bill 
gets passed in the House in light 
of what happened in Duxbury, 
recent calls for social justice, 
and the need for people to bet-
ter understand history. Finegold 

is hopeful the House will take 
up the bill before the November 
break, and if not, sometime at 
the beginning of the year. 

The Salem-based Lappin 
Foundation stepped in with 
programming for Duxbury 
High, launching its Holocaust 
Symposium for Teens over the 
summer that included bring-
ing students to the Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in 
Washington, D.C.  

“I believe the genocide 
education bill is important so 

students learn how easy it is, 
under the right conditions, for 
humanity to be pushed beyond 
the brink of inhumanity,” said 
Deborah Coltin, the Lappin 
Foundation’s executive director. 

Lori Ehrlich, Marblehead’s 
state representative and a 
Jewish lawmaker, said in an 
email the House will likely fol-
low the Senate soon. Ehrlich 
said the bill “has quite a bit of 
support.”

“Incidents of antisemi-
tism and other hateful acts 

are happening with alarming 
regularity here on the North 
Shore and throughout the 
Commonwealth,” said Ehrlich. 
“I have cosponsored this bill 
and consistently, strenuously 
advocated for a resulting law to 
be strong and inclusive. While 
some differences in approach 
have been discussed, what mat-
ters most is that the change in 
curriculum we all hope to see 
is implemented as soon as pos-
sible.”
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Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

HOME HEALTH CARE

We understand how important it is  
to find the best quality care for a loved  
one needing assistance. Caring for our 

clients with personal attention and  
compassion is our highest priority.

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
Home Health Aides •  

Companion Services • 24-Hour Care • 
Respite Care • Special Care  
for Alzheimer’s & Dementia

For a FREE assessment or more information:

978-922-0745 or 800-281-0878
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781-598-2454
www.allcare.org

For ALL Your Home Care 
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12 years experience working with 
males. Available on the North Shore.

Known for flexibility, honesty and  
reliability. Reasonable rates.  

References available on request.

Call or text Dan (978) 828-2742

ORTHODONTIST

HOME CARE
The First Choice for  

Loving, Compassionate 
Home Care on the  

North Shore

781.691.5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

Specializing in Companionship, Meal Prep, Transportation, 
Bathing & Hygiene, Mobility & Toileting Assistance

became an outspoken critic of corporate 
chain journalism.” 

State Representative Lori Ehrlich, a 
Democrat who represents Marblehead, 
Swampscott, and Lynn, recalled Wasserman’s 
willingness to engage in thoughtful dis-
cussions of any issue, but he “particularly 
enjoyed discussions involving politics and 
democracy. After a lifetime in the news busi-
ness, he noticed troubling ownership trends 
and consolidations in local news.” 

Ehrlich led the passage of the Commission 
on Local Journalism and said Wasserman’s 
participation “will be sorely missed there 
and everywhere, but he will live on through 
the inspiration he fostered.” 

Among the many organizations 
Wasserman supported were the Ipswich 
YMCA and Montserrat College of Art. Essex 
County Community Foundation President 
and CEO Beth Francis said Wasserman’s 
contributions were not solely monetary. 
He was passionate about many causes and 
believed in volunteering and using your 
voice to advocate for what you believed in. 

Myrna Fearer, longtime columnist for the 
Danvers Herald, recalled “He gave people 
respect, but you couldn’t cross him, kiddo. 
When I met him, he was a force in the news-

paper industry. I was told that I wouldn’t 
make much money, but I’d learn a lot and be 
scintillating at cocktail parties. 

“It was his ambition to make every one 
of those newspapers important in those 
communities. He cared for the people who 
worked for him. He threw Christmas parties 
and wanted everybody from all the newspa-
pers that were spread out in different towns 
to know each other. He was proud of what 
he had done.” 

Fearer’s sentiments are echoed by Selma 
Williams, a Jewish Journal board member, 
who worked for the North Shore Weeklies, 
and eventually served as editor-in-chief of 
the chain under Wasserman.

In a Journal article about Wasserman 
published in July 2020, Williams stated, “He 
cared about putting out great papers. He 
expected New York Times quality from us. 
People loved their hometown newspaper. 
Editors and reporters felt we were doing a 
service. The Boston Globe might come out 
if someone got murdered, but they didn’t 
know the towns.” 

On Sept. 23, just a few days before 
Wasserman would pass, Journal Publisher 
and Editor Steve Rosenberg picked up the 
phone to give Wasserman a friendly ‘hello.’

“After a couple of minutes of chatting 
about the importance of local news, I asked 
how he was doing and he told me he was in 
hospice. We then talked about his career and 
he said he had worked in journalism since 
the 1940s. ‘I’ve had good newspapers and 
some bad,’ he said. We talked more about 
democracy and then he said – out of the 
blue – ‘Well, I expect you to carry on.’” 

A Harvard College and Boston University 
graduate, Wasserman worked in every aspect 
of the newspaper industry. He’d also had 
miscellaneous jobs, working as a cowboy, a 
farmhand, and a coal miner in France. From 
1945 to 1947, he served in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps, seeing duty in Germany.

Married to Mary Dick Wasserman, the 
couple joined a Havurah (a Jewish fellow-
ship group) when their daughter, Rebecca, 
was born to give her an understanding of 
her Jewish heritage. For 30 years, the couple 
has continued its membership in the “free 
thinking, progressive, feminist Havurah” 
held in people’s homes. Wasserman’s other 
children are Maria Ruiz of Wyoming and 
Ellen Miller (married to Jonathan Miller) 
of Amesbury. The Wassermans and their 
children enjoyed Jewish holidays together 
all year.

Bill Wasserman, a champion of local news on the North Shore
from page 18

State moves closer to passing genocide education law
from page 2
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terminal in Nairobi, she stood 
for two hours waiting for the 
Torah. It was missing. 

“When I landed in Nairobi, I 
got an email that said your lug-
gage is on its way to Nairobi. So 
I filed a report and just decided 
to go back to the airport the 
next night. So I go back the next 
night and wait for my luggage 
for another two hours until 1 
a.m. and there’s no luggage. And 
now I have no idea what to do,” 
she said. 

Instead of bringing the Torah 
to the congregation in Ol Kalou, 
Cherry spent five nights in 
Nairobi dialing up Delta, KLM, 
and Kenya Air. All of the air-
lines were unable to track or 
locate the bag. “I was worried 
because I didn’t know where the 
Torah was. I have no idea where 
this bag is and nobody seems 

to know,” she said. “It was very 
unnerving to me. My concern 

was where is this Torah? Where 
is this piece of reverence?” 

She didn’t see much outside 
of the hotel and the airport, and 
with no other options she got on 
a plane and flew back to Boston 
on Aug. 20. “When I arrived 
home, I talked to the people at 
Delta. They were nice but not 
helpful. I went back to the air-
port on Saturday and asked if 
they could contact Amsterdam,” 
she said. 

On Aug. 22, nearly two weeks 
after she last saw the Torah in 
its golf bag, Cherry received a 
call from KLM. “They said ‘Your 
Torah is here at Logan.’”

Two days later, the Torah was 
delivered to her house, and it is 
now in safe hands. 

Cherry has contacted Delta, 
KLM, and Kenya Air and asked 
for tickets to fly the Torah to 

Kenya where it can be delivered 
to the congregation. To date, 
the airlines have declined her 
request. 

“This is not how the story is 
supposed to end,” said Cherry. 
“The plan is to bring the Torah 

[to Kenya] at some point in the 
future, but I have no idea when 
that will be. But we will get it 
there.” 

Email Steven A. Rosenberg at 
rosenberg@jewishjournal.org.
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The Torah was packed in a hard-
shell case. 

to manipulate candidates val-
ues is, plain and simple, anti-
semitism,” said Burton. “Jewish-
Americans support candidates 
for public office for many, many 
different reasons. Accusing Jews 
in Boston of a ‘sinister’ plot to 
brainwash candidates re: Israel, 
or any issue, is nothing more 
than a dangerously offensive 
conspiracy theory.”

 The tweets by the BDS Boston 
group were not the first to attack 
Ruderman, the president of the 
Ruderman Family Foundation – 
which has focused on disability 
inclusion advocacy, American-
Israeli Jewish relations as well as 
philanthropy. On Sept. 20, the 
group reposted a Patch article 
that argued that Ruderman fam-
ily members’ $3,000 donation to 
the Wu campaign, along with 
Jay Ruderman’s background 
as AIPAC director and having 
served in the Israel Defense 
Forces and his donations to 
other Jewish organizations had 
given him inside access to Wu – 
and had also contributed to the 
death of Palestinian children.  

In recent months, BDS 
Boston has attacked other 
Jewish organizations, such as 
the Anti-Defamation League, 
and has called Israel an apart-
heid country. Shortly after the 
posts, ADL National Director 
Jonathan Greenblatt called the 
attacks on Ruderman a smear 
campaign. “Jay Ruderman is a 
dedicated philanthropist and 
activist. Ad hominem attacks on 
him are despicable, but consis-
tent with a broader antisemitic 
smear campaign that evokes 
anti-Jewish tropes of power and 
influence. In short, ugly, unsur-
prising anti-Semitism from the 
BDS movement,” Greenblatt 
wrote on Twitter. 

In an interview this week, 

Ruderman also called the state-
ments by BDS Boston antise-
mitic. “What I think is going on 
is a systematic effort to dampen 
Jewish involvement in the polit-
ical process. Jewish connection 
to Israel is based on the fact that 
it is the historical and religious 
homeland of the Jewish people, 
and that is under attack. And 
I think that it is racism against 
Israel.”

Ruderman said he first con-
tacted Wu after she wrote an 
opinion piece in the Globe 
about her mother’s issues with 
mental health. “I did not talk 
to Michelle about Israel when I 
met her because it’s not on the 
forefront of the issues someone 
campaigns for or governs on in 
the city of Boston,” he said.  

Ruderman said the endorse-
ment letter by local Jews was 
unrelated to Wu’s support of 
Israel. “Several of us who are 
on her campaign put out a let-
ter that had nothing to do with 
Israel, but saying we’re Jews 
who live and work in the city 
of Boston and we believe in her 
and we support her. And many 
of us signed on. And I put that 
on my social media on my own 
account.

“Then, articles came out 
of nowhere attacking me for 
my involvement in support-
ing Israel, the fact that I had 
worked for AIPAC, which is a 
pro-Israel lobby, the fact that I 
lived in Israel and I served in the 
Israel Defense Forces, insinuat-
ing Michelle’s connection to me 
was contributing to the death of 
Palestinian children.”

Wu could not be reached for 
comment. In the past she has 
stated her opposition to the BDS 
movement. 

“Of course it was shocking 
for me but let’s look at what 
was really happening here,” said 
Ruderman.  “What was happen-
ing was they were trying to use 
me not because I brought up an 
issue but the fact that I’m a Jew 
and I’m connected to Israel to 
say to her you’re a progressive, 
progressives should be involved 
in opposing Israel and this is 
your connection to Israel.” 

With the increase of anti-
Semitism across the U.S., 
Ruderman wants public officials 
to immediately condemn hate 
against Jews. He also believes 
that Jew-hatred is becoming 
more embedded in U.S. politics. 
“It’s acceptable to use antisemi-
tism as a political tool. And by 
the way, I think it exists both on 
the right and left,” he said.  

Robert Trestan, executive 
director of the ADL’s Boston 
office, also called it an antise-
mitic attack on Ruderman. “BDS 
Boston’s tweet demonizes Jews 
by insinuating that Jewish peo-
ple are single issue voters who 
only care about Israel and use 
their ‘resources’ – aka money – to 
influence elections and politi-
cians. These are age-old antise-
mitic tropes that have the result 
of intimidating and disenfran-
chising Jewish voters,” he said.
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When Igor Golyak, found-
er and artistic director of 
Needham’s Arlekin Players 
Theatre, was researching “The 
Merchant of Venice,” he was 
smacked in the face by the dis-
covery that Jews have been on 
the move throughout the span 
of their existence. Their con-
stant migration reminded him 
of his own family, which emi-
grated in 2004 from Ukraine. 

Then, on July 1, Brighton 
Rabbi Shlomo Noginski was 
stabbed. Golyak attended a 
meeting with other Jewish refu-
gees and he remembers some-
one asking, “Where do we go 
now?” 

“My family came here to 
escape antisemitism. What I 
suddenly understood is that 
there is no escaping antisemi-
tism,” Golyak said. 

That realization was the germ 
of the bold and complex new 
virtual documentary theater 
piece, “Witness,” which follows 
the migratory experience of 
Jews throughout history. Based 
on interviews of Jewish people 
around the world by the Arlekin 
company members, along with 
historical records and docu-
ments, this timely piece will 
tell a multiplicity of stories of 
migration, displacement, home, 
and identity.

“I want to make antisemitism 
and hate visible to people so 
they see that it doesn’t live only 
with Nazis and in history, but is 

here today. That’s the first step 
to trying to identify the prob-
lem,” Golyak said.

Golyak enlisted the help 
of Moscow-based playwright 
Nana Grinstein to translate his 
idea into a script. He explained 
he wanted the play to be “docu-
mentary theater” – built out of 
historical primary sources (let-
ters, journals, telegrams, news-
papers, etc.) and interviews 
describing firsthand experi-
ences – about what makes Jews 
move around the world.

Grinstein often works on 
this type of project and did a 
deep dive into what historical 
options existed that could be an 
accurate metaphor.

She proposed the history of 
the S.S. St. Louis, which sailed 
from Nazi Germany in 1939 
shortly after Kristallnacht, but 
was not accepted at ports in 
Cuba, the United States, or 
Canada. The more than 900 
Jews on board, who understood 
their return to Germany meant 
certain death, spent several 
weeks on the ocean.

“The Holocaust is impossible 
to understand to this day. As 
one of the St. Louis passengers 
said, ‘I don’t understand how 
the world could watch this and 
nobody did anything about it.’ 
I hope the audience will find 
themselves in the shoes of 
the Jews, who have been, and 
still are, under the pressure of 
antisemitism, which has many 
forms – from everyday xeno-
phobia to terror and massa-
cres,” Grinstein said.

The ship returned to Europe, 
and passengers who disem-
barked in Belgium scattered to 
other countries. Some ended up 
in concentration camps.

Golyak loved the St. Louis 
metaphor for the concept: 
Where do people go? He next 
contacted dramatist Blair 
Cadden, whose job would be 
to help bring “Witness” to life 
by learning as much as possible 
about the play, the medium (vir-
tual, immersive, and interactive) 
and the context of its creation. 

The end result will be a blend 
of prerecorded and live perfor-
mances. Set on a boat in digi-
tal space, actors and audience 
members will share a live inter-
active experience as they move 
together between countries and 
time periods in a game of life 
and death set in a virtual world. 

Previews begin Dec. 10 with the 
world premiere scheduled for 
Dec. 13.

“The St. Louis is a vivid 
microcosm of the larger expe-
rience that is shared by so 
many Jews across the world,” 
Cadden explained by email. 
“Documentary theater is an 
exciting genre because it invites 
the audience to form a differ-
ent connection with that history. 
Things that might feel very dis-
tant when we encounter them 
in the pages of a history book 
take a new immediacy in live 
theater.”

The performance, accessible 
on Zoom to an international 
audience through Arlekin’s Zero 
Gravity (zero-G) Virtual Theater 
Lab, allows the audience to 
gather from across geographi-
cal locations and time zones. 
The Arlekin team hopes people 
will share their own emigration 
stories for inclusion in the pro-
duction (to share a story, email 
story@arlekinplayers.com or 
visit www.arlekinplayers.com/
witness/)

Golyak hasn’t decided yet if 
parts of his own story will be 
included. He was brought up in 
the Soviet Union, where being 
Jewish was difficult. When he 
was 8, his father paused one 
morning while shaving, faced 
his son, and told him: “Oh, by 
the way, you’re Jewish.”

He then turned back to the 
mirror and continued shaving.

“It was like finding out you 
are from Mars,” Golyak said 
without a laugh. There was no 

context in Russia for what being 
Jewish entailed. “How does that 
affect who I am? There’s no lan-
guage, there’s no land. I’m told 
I am a Jew, but what does that 
actually mean?” It is a question 
he is still trying to answer.

Cadden, who is not Jewish 
and whose ancestors came to 
the U.S. so long ago that no one 
in her family remembers exact-
ly when, hopes the common 
threads between the experience 
of the St. Louis passengers and 
the experiences of more recent 
immigrants and refugees will 
affect Jews and non-Jews alike. 
For those who share the Jewish 
heritage and/or immigrant 
experience, she hopes it will be 
a moment to feel seen and con-
nected.

For everyone, it should be 
“an eye-opener to the contin-
ued prevalence of antisemitism 
and antisemitism in our own 
society and an invitation to 
empathize with the experiences 
of immigration and this search 
for Jewish identity and a sense 
of belonging,” she said.

Golyak hopes his “Witness” 
makes the audience aware of 
the prevalence of antisemitism 
today. “That’s the first step: to 
identify the problem. And then, 
hopefully, this will inspire peo-
ple to think about and acknowl-
edge the fact that this problem 
exists, so we can somehow try 
to solve it.”  

For more information or to 
buy tickets, visit www.arlekin-
players.com/2021-22-season.

Documentary asks: ‘Where do unwanted people go?’

Igor Golyak
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had been defaced with antise-
mitic graffiti.” The poster was 
located in a residence hall eleva-
tor lobby at 2 Boylston Place.

These incidents come as 
a recent survey by Alums for 
Campus Fairness reported that  
Jewish students are experienc-
ing a rise in antisemitism on 
college campuses.

On Oct. 20, Northeastern 
President Joseph Aoun said the 
university police are investigat-
ing and “do not believe the sus-
pect is affiliated with the uni-
versity.” 

“No matter its origin,” Aoun 
said, “this despicable act has left 

members of our Jewish commu-
nity justifiably upset, saddened, 
and even fearful. They are expe-
riencing firsthand an instance 
of senseless hate, coming at a 
time when the ancient scourge 
of antisemitism is on the rise 
across the U.S. and around the 
world.”

In an email to the Journal, 
Northeastern Hillel Director 
Gilad Skolnick said “Jewish stu-
dents at NU are safe and Jewish 
life is thriving here. We are sad-
dened by the recent destruction 
of our mezuzah from our build-
ing. While we are concerned by 
the nationwide and worldwide 

surge of antisemitism, we are 
moving forward with proactive 
educational programming and 
providing mezuzahs to every 
student who needs one.”

A gathering was held Oct. 
20 to restore the mezuzah to 
the back doorway in an event 
led by Jewish student leader 
Elie Codron, who had posted 
on Facebook about the inci-
dent. Codron’s post said Jewish 
students arriving at Hillel for 
the daily morning service had 
“discovered the mezuzah had 
been ripped from the building’s 
entrance.” 

“Northeastern and universi-

ties around the country must 
take serious steps to fight this 
Jew-hatred,” Codron posted. 

According to a survey con-
ducted in the spring before 
the conflict between Israel and 
Hamas, 50 percent of Jewish 
fraternity members and 69 per-
cent of Jewish sorority members 
surveyed “experienced or were 
familiar with acts of antisemi-
tism over the past 120 days on 
campus or in virtual campus set-
tings.” The survey was commis-
sioned by the Louis D. Brandeis 
Center for Human Rights Under 
Law and conducted by the 
Cohen Research Group.

A new joint online survey 
conducted in the summer by 
Hillel and the Anti-Defamation 
League, who have teamed up 
to fight antisemitism on col-
lege campuses, shows a third 
of 756 self-identified Jewish col-
lege students on 220 campuses 
experienced some form of anti-
semitism within the past year, 
according to an Oct. 26 story by 
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. 

Conducted in the sum-
mer after the conflict between 
Hamas and Israel in May, a 
majority of Jewish students said 
they feel safe and supported on 
campus, but a minority have 
experienced antisemitism or 
hidden their Jewish identity out 
of fear of experiencing it, the 
data show. Six percent of stu-
dents said they had felt unwel-
come at a campus organization 
while 15 percent told the survey 
they “felt the need to hide” their 
Jewish identity.

Gilligan, Emerson’s interim 
president, said it is it unknown 
who defaced the poster in the 
lobby, which he said “mock-
ingly invoked the Holocaust in 
relation to Jewish individuals or 
organizations.”

Gilligan called it “reprehen-
sible and harmful, and will not 
be tolerated within our com-
munity.” 

Emerson’s staff was in con-
tact with Hillel’s leadership and 
offered support and solidarity to 
the organization and members 
of the Jewish community.

Gilligan said that since 
access to the residence hall is 
limited to the college commu-
nity, it was likely someone has 
knowledge of who is respon-
sible, and he asked those who 
know anything to contact the 
Office of Community Standards 
and Student Conduct or the 
Emerson Police Department.

At Mount Holyoke, the 
cochair of the Jewish Student 
Union, junior Emma Mair, 20, 
of Middleton, helped guide the 
response to the discovery of a 
Nazi swastika drawn on a mirror 
in a dorm bathroom on Oct. 6.

The swastika was discovered 
in 1837 Hall around 6:30 p.m. 
that day, according to a state-
ment from the college president. 

Mair, a psychology and reli-
gion major, said the incident 
was reported to her by the stu-
dent that found it not long after 
it happened. A number of Jewish 
students live in the residence 
hall, but Mair does not. She had 
to sit with the news for a minute 
before alerting the administra-
tion and fellow Jewish students.

“This act of hate will not 
deter us from being a strong 
and loving community,” the 
Jewish Student Union posted on 
Facebook. “History has shown 
that the Jewish people are a 
force to be reckoned with.” 

“I was in complete disbelief 
that something so overtly anti-
semitic could happen on our 
campus,” Mair said.

In addition to reporting the 
incident to the administration, 
the Jewish Student Union also 
contacted the Anti-Defamation 
League, Mair said. 

“Disturbing reports of swas-
tikas at Mount Holyoke College 
require a thorough investiga-
tion,” tweeted ADL New England 
on Oct. 14 with a link to an 
article in the student newspa-
per, the Mount Holyoke News. 
“We encourage the administra-
tion to continue to work with 
student groups ensuring safety 
and security for all members of 
the campus community.”

The Jewish Student Union 
immediately organized a 
Healing Shabbat service on Oct. 
8 and a Kabbalat Shabbat service 
on Oct. 15, inviting those who 
wanted to be allies to Jewish 
students at the college.

Mair said she was moved that 
about 150 people attended the 
service, and that she believes 
non-Jewish students outnum-
bered Jewish students.

Mount Holyoke President 
Sonya Stephens said in a state-
ment the college’s Public Safety 
and Service Department was 
alerted, immediately removed 
the hate symbol, and started an 
investigation.

“While this ancient symbol 
is present in many cultures 
with a range of spiritual mean-
ings,” Stephens said, “it is also 
commonly associated with the 
murderous legacy of the Nazi 
regime, and has become a sym-
bol of antisemitism, hate, and 
white supremacy. 

“We join you in both anger 
and grief and condemn in the 
strongest terms this provocation 
and all symbols of hate, which 
have no place on our campus.”

Mair said the swastika she 
saw in a photo was drawn in 
black on a mirror, and it was the 
first time she had seen some-
thing like this in public. Mair 
said she feels safe as a Jewish 
student on campus, although 
she knows others who don’t. 
She believes that antisemitism 
is “alive and well” at Mount 
Holyoke.

She has found a lack of 
understanding by non-Jewish 
students when it comes to the 
kosher dining station. Despite 
numerous signs, people still put 
plates, containers, utensils, and 
their hands on the counter, she 
said. When she confronts them 
about it, she said they tell her, 
“Who are you to tell me what I 
can and cannot do?” 
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Middleton’s Emma Mair, co 
chair of Mount Holyoke’s Jewish 
Student Union, helped guide the 
response to the discovery of a 
Nazi swastika drawn on a mirror 
in a dorm bathroom on Oct. 6.



Cohen Florence Levine 
Estates Assisted Living in 
Chelsea was recently trans-
formed into a colorful country 
jamboree. Festivities included 
popular country music songs, 
Western-style food, creative cos-
tumes and fun-filled games. 

In the activity room, staff 
and residents participated in 
“Pin the Tail on the Donkey” 
and a “Bean Bag” toss. Residents 
and staff came decked out in 
cowboy hats, bandanas, cow-
boy boots, western vests and 
more. Residents also enjoyed 
an outdoor concert, led by 
beloved Jimmy Honohan, who 
performed a medley of country 
music songs such as “Hey Good 
Looking,” “Your Cheating Heart” 
and “Margaritaville.” The high-
light of the concert: Residents 
were treated to line dancing by 
the staff.  

“Our Country Western Day 

was a huge success,” said Kristen 
Donnelly, executive director of 
Cohen Florence Levine Estates. 
“It was hard to tell who enjoyed 
the day more – the residents or 
the staff!” 
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In September, the Jewish Community Relations Council celebrated 
10 years of Jeremy Burton as executive director. Here, Burton is 
shown earlier this year shaking the hand of Massachusetts Gov. 
Charlie Baker at the New England Holocaust Memorial in Boston.
 

Jake Auchincloss

Burton marks 10 years at JCRC

Fourth District Congressman 
Jake Auchincloss, D-Newton, 
was named one of the recipients 
of the Democratic Policy and 
Communications Committee’s 
(DPCC) Thomas Paine Award. 

The Thomas Paine Floor 
Speech Competition recog-
nizes members “for spread-
ing the Democratic message” 
and the award is presented 
on behalf of DPCC Cochairs 
Matt Cartwright, D-Penn., 
Debbie Dingell, D-Mich., Ted 
Lieu, D-Calif., and Joe Neguse, 
D-Colo. Said Neguse on Twitter: 
“@RepAuchincloss represents 
Massachusetts 4th District, 
and as a dad and a marine, he’s 
familiar with taking on new 
challenges. It’s no surprise he 
was awarded the Thomas Paine 
Award from @HouseDPCC. 
Congrats Jake!”

Auchincloss receives 
Thomas Paine 

Award

Cohen Florence Levine Estates  
holds lively Country Western Day

CFLE Resident Sandra Maddeford 
at Country Western Day.

After so many months of 
COVID-enforced distanc-
ing, the Temple Ahavat Achim  
community of Cape Ann was 
eager to spend time together, 
in person. In mid-October, at 

the YMCA’s Camp Spindrift, the 
community sang, schmoozed, 
ate, enjoyed arts and crafts, and 
held services. 

The kids had plenty of space 
to run and just be kids. 

TAA Autumn Social takes advantage  
of weather, open space

Students from the Sylvia Cohen Religious School of Temple Ahavat 
Achim in Gloucester.

Combined Jewish Philan-
thropies and the Jewish Arts 
Collaborative have named two 
local artists as fellows in the sec-
ond cohort of the Community 
Creative Fellowship, established 
last year. Paloma Valenzuela of 
Boston, a screenwriter, direc-
tor, producer and filmmaker, 
and Rotem Goldenberg of 
Cambridge, a multi-disciplinary 
artist, puppeteer, storyteller and 
medical clown, will serve as fel-
lows for the 2021-22 season. 
Both artists will receive $20,000 
in creative arts grants to fur-
ther their work bringing unique, 
original art to life.

CJP and JArts have worked 
closely over the years to sup-
port and expand the place of 
vibrant Jewish arts and culture 
in Greater Boston. As part of 
their ongoing partnership, 
CJP and JArts developed and 
launched the fellowship in the 
fall of 2020 to support Boston-
area creatives as they explore 
Jewish identity through art and 
culture. Paloma and Rotem 
were selected out of a field of 32 
talented applicants.

Local artists  
selected for CJP 

and JArts Creative 
Fellowships

The Jewish Journal will print your news at no charge: 
birth announcements, engagements, weddings, 

job promotions, special events and other simchas. 
Submissions are subject to editing for style and length. 

Send your news to rosenberg@jewishjournal.org, 
subject “People.”
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THANK YOU!
We are truly grateful for the generosity and support of our 
community. Thank you for donating to the Jewish Journal  
between July 16 and September 30.

Your support and collaboration ensures that the Jewish Journal  
will continue to be a special resource now and into the future.  
Stay tuned!
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Joseph Marcus
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Epstein
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Donna and Archie Cohan
Caryn and Barry Cohen in honor of 
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Andler
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Deena Cohen
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Journal’s staff and Board
Lynne Cohen in honor of Elizabeth 
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Mara B. Cohen and Marlene Cohen
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Cohen
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Wendy and Mark Gershlak
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Herb Goldberg
Leslie and Michael Goldberg
Jayne and Lee Goldman
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Marlene Goodman
Tobbi and Seth Goodman in memory 
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of brother Robert T. Grant
Betty Green in memory of Stephen 
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Nancy Greenberg in memory of my 

loving husband Irving (Hank) and 
my dear son Steven

Barbara and Ralph Greenberg
Sheila and Joel Grossman
Doris and Elliot Hershoff in honor of 

our great grandchildren
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Gigi Hooker
Laura Horowitz in memory of Richard 

M. Horowitz
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Jon D. Hulak
Brenda and Arnold Jacobson
Judy and Gary
Barbara and Marcia Kamens
Harriet Kaminsky in memory of Philip 

and Ian Kaminsky
Shirley R. Kaplan in memory of David 

Kaplan
Candy Katz
Iris and Bill Kaufman
Peter Kaufman
Cynthia Kerbel in memory of my 

husband James Kerbel
Carol and Robert Kessler

Leah and Marc Kessler
Marin and Paul Konstadt
Norman Krause
Genya and Igor Krigman
Dr. and Mrs. Jacob Kriteman
Cheryl and Steve Kriteman in honor 

of Elan Landau
Lorraine Krugman
Elaine Leeds wishing Melvin Leeds to 

get well
Merle and Lester Levenbaum in honor 

of fourth great grandchild Gabriel 
Zane Todisco

Cheryl and Jeffrey Levin
Ruth Levin
Elaine Levine
Janice Levine
Nicole and Rob Levy
Constance Lewis
Roberta Liss
Sandra Litner
Brian London
Gordon Lothrop
Karen and Jerry Madorsky in memory 

of Adam
Dawn and Denny Mahoney
Michael Malamut
Margie and Gerry Margolis in honor 

of Brenda and Ralph Tracy
Phyllis Sax Melone
Joan and Don Molin
Alison and Joseph Morse
Sandra and Merton Morse
Judy and Mel Myerow
Susan and Howard Nellhau
Helen Ruth Newman
llyudmila and Dmitriy Noy
Sandi and Stu Osattin
Drs. Lisa and Barry Paul in memory of 

my father Herbert White
Bea Paul
Fran Pearlman
Ann Pendexter in memory of my 

mother Frances Babbitt
Diane and David Podradchik in honor 

of our children and grandchildren
Marilyn Cohn and Laurence Posner
Ruthann Remis
Joan and Murry Rich
Sheila and Stanley Rich
Ryna Rodman in honor of the birth of 

our 6th great-grandchild Lincoln Eliza
Ruth and Shea Rood
Betsy and Dan Rooks
The Rose Foundation
Barbara C. Rosen in memory of my 

brother Harold Shapiro
Julius Myron Rosen
Evie and Howie Rosenkrantz
Nancy Rubin
Ruderman Family Foundation
Suzanne and Barry Salloway – Shana 

Tova!
Myrna Ann Saltman
Harriet Sant Fournier in memory of 

Maxine Siskind
Lois Sargent
Sandra and Neil Schauer
Penny and Phillip Schuler
Rob Schuster in memory of Judy 

Schuster and Glen Schuster

Tracey and Jerry Schwartz in memory 
of Esther and Maurice Schwartz

Eileen and Neal Selznick
Ruth Shaffer in memory of my dear 

husband Milton Shaffer and my 
dear friend Sylvia Polner

Rose Arlene Shapiro in memory of my 
husband Harland Shapiro

Anna and Eduard Shenker
Dave Sherman
Louis Shoer in memory of my beloved 

Faith R. Shoer
Bette and Dan Shoreman
Ethel Shulam in memory of daughter 

Deborah Bindman
Gerry and David Shulman wishing Ina 

Shulman get well fast!
Bob Shyavitz
Norma Siegel in memory of Nathan 

Siegel
Ruth Ann Silverman
Amy Silverstein
Margaret Simons
Bruce Singer in memory of Jackie 

Mason – a proud Jew and one of 
the greatest stand-up comedians 
of all time.

Caryn and Sam Sloan
Judith and George Small
Jodi and Douglas Smith
Edward Snow
Marilyn Sokolow in honor of my 

beautiful family
Margaret Somer
Marjorie and Rene Soriano
Joyce and Norman Spector
Tsipa Stanik
Dale and Saul Stanten
Josene Steinberg in memory of 

Michael Steinberg
Susie and Mike Steinberg
Myron Stone in memory of Rosalind 

Stone
Rosalyn and Marvin Tabasky
Allen Talewsky
Barbara and Louis Tobasky in memory 

of Benjamin Spector
Ethel Tzizik in honor of the Tzizik 

Family
Helene and Stan Vandernoot in 

memory of Lena and Robert 
Tabachaick

Allie Vered
Barbara Weiner in memory of my 

dear husband, Don Weiner
Ernest Weinerman in memory of 

parents, Frances and Joseph 
Weinerman

Myra Weinstein
Beatrice Wenicur
Estelle and Joel Whitman
Selma Williams
Justin L. Wyner
Miriam Yorks in memory of Lois Lein
Dr. Irma Zarinsky
Freyda Winick-Zieff in memory of 

Norton G. Zief

And thank you to all our anonymous 
donors.
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