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BOSTON – Boston Jewish 
organizational leaders and elect-
ed officials from across the state 
gathered to light the menorah 
at the New England Holocaust 
Memorial Monday evening. On a 
cold second night of Hanukkah, 
many of those who attended 
were instrumental in advocating 
for a new genocide education 
bill that was passed last month 
by state legislators. 

For years, the bill’s pas-
sage has been a priority for 
the Anti-Defamation League 
New England and the Jewish 
Community Relations Council 
of Greater Boston. It calls for the 
teaching about the Holocaust 
and other mass atrocities in 
school. As of Monday night, 
the bill was sitting on Governor 
Charlie Baker’s desk awaiting his 
signature, something that was 
highlighted during the commu-
nity-wide menorah lighting that 
drew several hundred people.

The bill calls for every school 
district to provide “instruction 
on the history of genocide” at 
the middle and high school 
levels. It was championed on 
Beacon Hill by state Rep. Jeffrey 
Roy, D-Franklin, and state Sen. 

Michael Rodrigues, D-Westport. 
If Baker signs it, it would take 

effect for during the school year 
starting July 1. Baker’s office 
responded to an inquiry but 
did not say when the governor 
might act on the bill. The gover-
nor has 10 days to do so, with the 
deadline being Saturday, Dec. 4. 

Jeremy Burton, the executive 

director of the JCRC, told the 
gathering that Rodrigues and 
Roy have worked for years to 
enact a mandate in support of 
Holocaust and genocide educa-
tion. “I can’t tell you how many 
conversations we have had with 
them over the years and they 
worked tirelessly to build a coali-
tion amongst their colleagues to 

shine a light on incidents across 
the Commonwealth that called 
for the urgency of education 
about genocide,” he said.   

“And last Wednesday, they 
were successful in sending to 
the governor for his signature a 
bill that will mandate genocide 
education in every school in 
Massachusetts,” Burton said to 

applause from those gathered at 
the event. The celebration also 
featured speeches from Boston’s 
new mayor, Michelle Wu, 
Consul General of Israel to New 
England Ambassador Meron 
Reuben, Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies President and 
CEO Rabbi Marc Baker, Consul 
General of Germany to New 
England Nicole Menzenbach, 
and Jewish and Christian faith 
leaders.

According to the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
20 states currently “require 
Holocaust education as part of 
their secondary school curricu-
la,” including New Hampshire, 
Maine and Connecticut.

“Our society continues to 
grapple with the root causes 
of hatred and discrimination. 
While we know past crimes 
against humanity cannot be 
undone, we must learn from 
them,” said Senator Rodrigues, 
who mentioned that it has been  
more than 75 since the libera-
tion of the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
death camp. 

Representative Roy cited a 
lesson from the Hanukkah story 
– how the Maccabees found that 
“a small measure of oil could 
provide light and outlast every 
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SECOND SWASTIKA INCIDENT AGAIN PUTS DANVERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT; 
POLICE IDENTIFY MINOR AS SUSPECT IN FIRST INCIDENT  

Menorah lighting shines a light on genocide education bill

continued on page 14
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DANVERS – For the second time in 
two weeks, school officials were alerted 
to a swastika found in a student bath-
room at the Holten Richmond Middle 
School on Nov. 18. 

Meanwhile, Danvers police and 
school administrators believe that a 
young boy under 12 drew racist and 
homophobic graffiti that also includ-
ed two swastikas written with a black 
Sharpie on a bathroom wall on Nov. 8. 
That information was disclosed in a Nov. 
8 police report obtained by the Journal.   

The swastika incidents at the mid-
dle school come as the town struggles 
with allegations of racist and homopho-
bic locker room hazing and offensive 
text chats, including a joke about the 
Holocaust, among some members of the 
2019-2020 Danvers High hockey team 
that has roiled the town. In response, the 

town held a vigil at the library pavilion 
on Nov. 20.

“Today we were extremely concerned 
that another incident of antisemitic 
graffiti occurred when a swastika sym-
bol was found in a student bathroom,” 
Superintendent Lisa Dana said in a Nov. 

19 statement.
The middle school’s administration 

and police are investigating, Dana said, 
“and will take appropriate disciplinary 
and/or legal action in addition to pro-
viding counseling and therapeutic sup-
port.”

Dana condemned the act. “At this 
time we do know know who did this or 
why,” Dana said.

According to a police report, School 
Resource Officer Jason Skane got a look 
at the swastika discovered around 8:30 
a.m. on Nov. 18 in a boys’ third-floor 
bathroom. 

“I noticed a swastika on the left tile 
wall, adjacent and approximately level 
with the sink and approximately three 
feet from the floor.” The ¾-inch by 
¾-inch swastika appeared to have been 
lightly drawn in pencil and drawn back-
wards.

After looking at surveillance footage 
from 7 to 8:26 a.m. that day, Skane saw 
10 students who had gone into the bath-
room and they were later interviewed. 
Nine of the 10 said they had not seen 
it. The one student who did, and two 
others who were in the bathroom at the 
time, left to report it.

Three swastikas have been scrawled at the Holten Richmond Middle School in Danvers 
in the last month.  

Photo: Ethan M. Forman/Journal Staff
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu speaks at Monday night’s menorah lighting at the New England Holocaust 
Memorial as Jeremy Burton of the JCRC listens. 
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MARBLEHEAD – Massachu-
setts Department of Children 
and Families’ social worker 
Carla King described what it was 
like when a fellow social worker 
peeked into the cupboards of a 
family in need this holiday sea-
son.

“There was absolutely noth-
ing in the cabinets, nothing in 
the refrigerator, that’s one of the 
families that we are serving this 
year,” said King, a coordinator in 
DCF’s Salem office.

King spoke to Temple 
Emanu-El’s Sisterhood and the 
temple’s Families with Children 
Neighborhood group during 
a virtual brunch on Nov. 21, 
describing what the temple’s 
Giving Menorah project is all 
about.

For the fifth consecutive year, 
King is working with the temple 
to find sponsors for holiday gifts 
for 80 children ages 11 to 19. The 
family she described illustrates 
the need that is out there this 
time of year.

“A lot of times these families 
just are having a short-term hard 
time and we are helping them 
get through that hard time,” King 
said.

The temple’s Giving Menorah 
came about five years ago when 
Erin Cullen, co-chair of the 
temple’s Families with Children 
Neighborhood social group, 
came up with the idea of helping 
needy foster children during the 
holidays.

Growing up, Cullen said her 
mother would involve her in 
Secret Santa programs to buy 
gifts for families in need.

“I just kind of thought to 
myself that it would be really 
cool if we could do something 
like that for Hanukkah through 
our temple,” said Cullen, who is 
co-chair of the group with Sarah 
Waelchli and Gwen McCoy. 

Cullen brought the idea to 
Shelby Chapper-Pierce, the 
temple’s engagement and pro-
gram coordinator, who searched 
online and came across the 
Wonderfund, a private nonprofit 
that aids children engaged with 
DCF, including providing gifts 
for kids around the holidays.  

Through the Wonderfund, 

Chapper-Pierce was put in touch 
with Carla King, who has been 
with DCF for 25 years. Cullen 
said they piloted the temple pro-
gram with 50 names in the first 
year. 

Cullen credits Chapper-Pierce 
and King with doing much of the 
work for the program. 

“I feel so blessed that we have 
such a beautiful community that 
has really, you know, been so 
gracious and taken these names 
and we are in our fifth year and 
we have 80 names,” Cullen said.

The program involves temple 
members or those in the wider 
community picking the name 
of a child from an online list, 
then purchasing items from that 
child’s wish list. Sponsors may 

purchase one item or all of them, 
or other things that may not be 
on the list, King said.

As a precaution during the 
pandemic last year, the temple 
ran the program remotely, pro-
viding gifts to 70 children. The 
temple had the gifts sent direct-
ly to King’s home in Danvers 
instead of having them dropped 
at the temple’s office, which was 
closed to the public as a safety 
precaution. 

King said she appreciated 
how much work the temple does 
to sort the gifts as they come in.

“Last year everything came 
to my house and it was a lot of 
work,” King said. “Like, all the 
Amazon packages came here 
and I was opening 10 Amazon 
packages a day and I had to sort 
the gifts,” said King, who was 
happy to do the work nonethe-
less.  

This year, participants can 
drop off unwrapped presents at 
the temple office at 393 Atlantic 
Ave. in Marblehead, or they 
can be shipped directly there, 
labeled with the child’s name, 
age, and lettered code.

The deadline to sign up is 
Wednesday, Dec. 8.

So, who receives the gifts 
from the Giving Menorah? King 
said while DCF does help foster 
families through a holiday party, 
a shopping night with Toys for 
Tots, and with other donations, 
the Giving Menorah project 
helps children living with intact 
families in DCF’s care.

“The gifts that you guys pro-
vide for us help children in fami-

lies, what I call ‘needy families,’” 
King said. 

King also praised the temple 
for taking on older teens who 
are harder to shop for than little 
kids.

“We very much appreciate 
your group taking them because 
a lot of donors want to take the 
cute little kid gifts, the 2-year-
olds, the 5-year-olds and 6-year-
olds that want dolls and things 
like that,” King said. The over-18 
young adults who have aged out 
of the system but who voluntari-
ly stay in foster care, who either 
continue to live with their fos-
ter families or who are heading 
out on their own, often need the 
basics, she said, including many 
household items. 

The way the program will 
work this year is the gifts will be 
sorted by the children’s name 
and code at the temple. Social 
workers then deliver the gifts in 
trash bags so the kids can’t see 
what’s in them. The families hide 
the gifts until Christmas.

“The parents are to put these 
under the tree from Santa, so 
you are Santa for all of our kids,” 
King said. 

King said the goal is to make 
sure every kid has something 
under the tree, whether it be 
toys, clothing, or gift cards, 
which is something older kids 
want.

“We appreciate any gifts that 
come in,” King said. 

To sponsor a child, go to 
www.emanu-el.org/giving-
menorah-sign-up.

Giving Menorah will brighten holidays for kids in need

Temple Emanu-El’s Erin Cullen, left, and Shelby Chapper-Pierce over-
see the temple’s Giving Menorah project. 
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PEABODY – Neither snow nor 
rain nor the late fall chill could 
keep about 30 people from gath-
ering on the lawn in front of City 
Hall on Monday for a Hanukkah 
public menorah lighting spon-
sored by Chabad of Peabody and 
the city.

City officials and residents 
gathered around the giant elec-
tric menorah for some words 
from Mayor Ted Bettencourt 
and words and blessings from 
Chabad of Peabody’s Rabbi 
Nechemia Schusterman.

“I think this is awesome,” 

said Haverhill’s Rosalyn Abrams, 
president of Congregation Sons 
of Israel in Peabody, who attend-
ed the lighting at noon with her 
husband, Barry. 

“It’s great to see a mayor who 
is so supportive of this, it’s just a 
breath of fresh air, you don’t see 
that very often,” Barry Abrams 
said. 

Bettencourt said he looked 
forward to the annual meno-
rah lighting as an important tra-
dition for the city which dates 
back nearly 20 years. The city 
carried on the tradition in a 
socially distanced way last year 
on a similarly cold fall day.

“I know there is great his-

torical significance in terms of 
the recovery of Jerusalem and 
the rededication of the temple 
[by the Maccabees in the 2nd 
century B.C.],” Bettencourt said, 
“but to me I think of Hanukkah 
as a day of brotherhood, a day 
of sisterhood, of peace, of being 
together and celebrating what 
we are all about, and more so 
than ever, and I’ve been saying 
this a lot this year, more so than 
ever we need these moments 
when we are together and cel-
ebrating being as one and cel-
ebrating happy moments and 
happy days.”

Bettencourt acknowledged 
that it was a cold day, and that 
it’s always been difficult to find 
the right time to do it, but that 
this was an important tradition 
for him to carry on.
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Photo: Ethan M. Forman/Journal Staff
Chabad of Peabody Rabbi Nechemia Schusterman stands with 
Peabody Mayor Ted Bettencourt in front of Peabody City Hall.

Peabody shines a light on Hanukkah
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BEVERLY – Singer, drummer, com-
poser, and producer Aaron Zev Katz 
turns into a one-man band as he sits 
in front of the stage in the sanctuary of 
Temple B’nai Abraham during religious 
school.

He and the students are performing 
a song about Shmita, the one-in-seven 
years’ time of sabbatical during which 
fields are supposed to lay fallow and 
rest. Students not only sing along to the 
song, they also hit bongo drums and play 
musical instruments. One boy taps the 
piano while a girl plays her cello.

For his part, Katz strums a guitar while 
both feet keep the beat on the bass drum 
and snare. 

“Every seven years we put the land to 
rest, and remember we are here for each 
other,” they sing. “Shmita is the time to 
take a break. So put down your iPhone, 
‘cause you gotta give thanks, you gotta 
give thanks!” they sing. 

“I think it’s pretty nice,” says Ari 
Kepnes, about the music class. The sixth-
grader at the Holten Richmond Middle 
School in Danvers plays the piano during 
the songs. “I really like to play musical 
instruments,” he says.

“It’s a good class,” says Sam Abelson, 
12, of the Magnolia section of Gloucester 
and a student at Brookwood School in 
Manchester-by-the-Sea. “I like it and I 
like playing the drums because I do that 
a lot.” 

“We got a lot of songwriting going 
on,” says Katz, 45, of Salem. “A lot of the 
kids writing about what they are learning 
in classes and performing together and 
learning to play their instruments.”

The students aren’t just performing 
songs Katz hands them. They are helping 
to create them.

Katz says the kids will learn about 
something in Hebrew class and then 
they will write a song about it together. 
Katz will throw out a chord and the kids 
will sing something, or he’ll throw out 
a musical idea and the kids and their 
teachers will provide input, and they’ll 
riff on that. In this way, they become 
invested in the music, he says.

“So we write them all together,” Katz 
says. “We just sit in class, so this is a 
perfect example,” he adds, referring to 
a row of drawings on the stage behind 
him. “We have the days of creation. This 
was when we were outside and we were 
just sitting around and creating melodies 
and different chord changes and this 
song came from it.”

When a new group of younger kids 
settle in, Katz has them perform the 
catchy tune of “Days of Creation.”

“These are the days of creation,” sings 
Katz as the students sing “la, la, la, la, la, 
la,” in the break. “On the seventh day, 
God said, ‘You gotta take a break!’” 

“It’s amazing. He’s just amazing,” says 

Temple B’nai Abraham Rabbi Alison 
Adler. “He’s just a gift. I’m so grateful that 
he’s here as part of this. It changes every-
thing. It really does. Music does.”

In addition to performing at services 
and working with the religious school, 
Katz has been rapidly expanding the 
temple’s musical offerings.

He started the L’Chaim Music 
Ensemble for adults who are interested 
in playing an instrument or singing. 
The group practices on Wednesdays at 
7 p.m. Katz is also running drum circles 
with older teens and those in grades 
5-18. The Jewish Tween drum circle with 
Temple Ner Tamid of Peabody kicks off 
Dec. 12 at 3:30 p.m. at Temple B’nai 
Abraham.

“It’s bashert,” Rabbi Adler says of how 
Katz reached out to work at the temple. 
“It’s how it feels.” The temple had been 
talking about adding more music to the 
mix. Then Katz emailed them out of the 
blue.

Katz began providing music at B’nai 
Abraham a little over two months ago. 
Many familiar with the North Shore 
music scene may know him as the drum-
mer and vocalist for the jam band Percy 
Hill. He also has his own band, The 
Dejas, and has put out a solo album of 
his own music.

For many years, Katz was a road musi-
cian after graduating from the University 
of New Hampshire, where he played jazz 
and studied music, psychology, and phi-
losophy.

Katz’s musical roots in Judaism run 
deep. In his hometown of Worcester, his 
mother, Harriett Katz, served as cantor 
at Temple Sinai, now Temple Emanuel 
Sinai, from 1977 to 1987. She was part of 
the first wave of women taking on canto-
rial duties at the time. 

For 12 years, her son served as the 
music program creator and director for 

Plummer Youth Promise in Salem, a non-
profit that works with young people in 
need of homes and also provides them 
with other services.

“I recently left there so I was looking 
for the next move, and this really feels 
right,” Katz says.

His wife, Sarah Blacker, a graduate 
of Berklee College of Music in Boston, 
works as a music therapist. They live in 
Salem, and also play in a band together.

Katz’s desire to work in music in a 
more spiritual way was sparked this 
past summer when Ken Shifman, the 
executive director of Camp Avoda in 
Middleboro, invited Katz and his wife 
back to the overnight camp he attended 
as a boy to play music.

“I felt a very strong emotional pull,” 
Katz says after that experience. After 
he got back, he contacted Temple B’nai 
Abraham.

“It feels incredibly comfortable to be 
here,” he says. “It feels right.” 

Now, Katz is helping to clean up a 
space behind the stage to turn it into a 
recording studio, something that would 
allow the kids to take lessons and record 
songs and prayers. It’s also a place where 
services could be recorded as well, he 
says.

Katz recently helped produce a music 
video of “Lean on Me” for one of the tem-
ple’s much loved teachers, Marcy Yellin, 
and her husband, Ben, of Swampscott, 
after Ben was involved in a bicycle acci-
dent at the end of September that left 
him paralyzed.

“We were just trying to give her a hug 
online, so we put together “‘Lean on 
Me,’” Katz says. “We got the kids all ready 
for that and I brought a friend of mine in 
from New Hampshire to edit the video, 
and we just recently sent that to her. We 
just wanted to touch her and show her 
how much we loved her and Ben.”

Photo: Ethan M. Forman/Journal Staff
Temple B’nai Abraham religious school 
student Ari Kepnes of Danvers plays piano 
while teacher Aaron Zev Katz accompa-
nies the class on guitar and drums.

Katz helps kids find spirituality through song at B’nai Abraham
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Residents of one section 
of Chelsea Jewish Lifecare got 
some welcome news just in time 
for Hanukkah this year. Due to 
relaxed COVID-19 protocols, 
those who live at the Jeffrey 
& Susan Brudnick Center for 
Living in Peabody got to cel-
ebrate the Festival of Lights at a 
group event instead of on sepa-
rate floors.

“Now we can have our resi-
dents together [for a Hanukkah 
event],” said Ellen Gordon, 
director of resident life at the 
Brudnick Center. “Now we are 
able to bring everyone down 
into the great room and have a 
musician.”  

It’s a sign of more in-person 
Hanukkah celebrations at elder 
care facilities across the North 
Shore and Greater Boston, a dra-
matic change from last year.

This year, everyone at the 
Brudnick Center had a chance 
to hear Eddie Morando when he 
visited with his accordion for a 

midweek Hanukkah concert.
“He knows a ton of Jewish 

music,” Gordon said.
In addition, she and her 

staff made fried potato latkes. 
Each household at the Brudnick 
Center also has its own meno-
rah, with candle-lighting taking 
place in the evening. 

“In times like these our cher-
ished traditions are elevated 
in significance,” said Adam 
Berman, CEO of Chelsea Jewish 
Lifecare. “Lighting the menorah 
connects us with our past and 
spreads light and hope. The fes-
tive nature of the holiday also 
provides a great boost to the 
spirits of all!”

Meanwhile, 2Life Communi-
ties is welcoming a traveling 
community art installation for 
Hanukkah, “Brighter Revealed,” 
through a partnership with the 
JArts nonprofit group. Created 
by artists Tova Speter and Emily 
Bhargava, “Brighter Revealed” 
will visit three separate 2Life 
campuses over the next two 
weeks – the Morton & Etta 
Shillman House in Framingham 

today, Dec. 2; the Golda Meir 
House in Auburndale Dec. 6; 
and the Brighton campus Dec. 7.

Jennifer Rich, director of resi-
dent services at Shillman House, 
said, “We’re trying to combine 
all of the in-person and Zoom 
options we can to celebrate the 
light and love of the holiday.”

That means bringing back 
the latke competition, a staple 
since 2011 that was not held 
last year. Instead, latkes were 
delivered to residents’ doors for 
Hanukkah in 2020.

“Last year, we did a little bit 
of [events] together in-person,” 
Rich said. “It was very difficult 
because vaccines had not come 

in yet. We didn’t [get them] until 
January.”

In 2020, each of the three 
houses at Peabody’s Brudnick 
Center had their own Hanukkah 
celebrations. A separate celebra-
tion was held on each floor.

“It was extremely difficult, 
very labor-intensive,” Gordon 
said. 

“It was more of just keep-
ing the floors of the Brudnick 
[separate], each floor celebrat-
ing, having its own celebration, 
for infection control. We are just 
now able to combine [them].”

Meanwhile, some COVID-19 
protocols remain in place.

“We still can’t combine both 

sides of the campus,” Gordon 
noted. “We’re pretty much sepa-
rated” from the assisted-living 
side of the campus, the Harriett 
and Ralph Kaplan Estates. 

Gordon recalled the pre-
pandemic days when residents 
from both sides of the campus 
could go to the same Hanukkah 
event.

“I think about before the pan-
demic,” she said. “I was very 
fortunate that I could have an 
entertainer in the great room 
and everyone could participate, 
no matter what side of the cam-
pus you were from. Other piec-
es have not quite changed yet. 
We’re getting there.”
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Alan Pierce,  
Judson Pierce

& Daniel Napolitano

HAPPY
HANUKKAH
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Brudnick center, 2Life residents come together for Hanukkah celebrations

Katzman Family Center for Living resident Bernice Berman lights the 
menorah in Chelsea.



By Myrna Fearer

DANVERS – How ironic 
that the nights of Nov. 8 and 
9 marked the 83rd anniver-
sary of the biggest pogrom in 
Nazi Germany. The 1938 attack 
is known as Kristallnacht, 
“The Night of Broken Glass,” 
which gets its name from the 
shards that littered the streets 
after the windows of Jewish-
owned stores, buildings, and 
synagogues were destroyed by 
the Nazis. A total of 267 syna-
gogues throughout Germany, 
Austria, and the Sudetenland, 
and more than 7,000 Jewish 
businesses were damaged or 
destroyed and 30,000 Jewish 
men arrested and incarcerated 
in concentration camps. During 
World War II, (1939-45), Hitler 
and the Nazis implemented 
their so-called “Final Solution” 
to what they referred to as the 
“Jewish problem,” and carried 
out the systematic murder of 
some 6 million European Jews 
in what came to be known as 
the Holocaust.

I’m sure you can imagine the 
horror when Jews heard about 
swastikas found in Holten 
Richmond Middle School bath-
rooms in Danvers not once, 
but on two separate occasions 
last month. The first antise-
mitic markings were complete-
ly unnerving, especially since 
their discovery came about on 
the anniversary of Kristallnacht. 
No symbol can strike fear in the 

hearts and minds of Jews every-
where more than the swastika.

With all that has happened 
in town, the second Vigil for 
Prayerful Witness and Healing 
was held Nov. 20, initiated by 
the Danvers Human Rights and 
Inclusion Committee and the 
Danvers Interfaith Partnership. 
The first such event came three 
years ago following the tragedy 
at the Tree of Life congregation 
in Pittsburgh, where 11 peo-
ple were shot and killed while 
peacefully worshipping during 
the morning Shabbat service. 
Their only crime: They were 
Jewish. 

So once again, about 90 peo-

ple from Danvers and surround-
ing communities came togeth-
er last month to “Choose life 
and acceptance in response to 
homophobia, racism, and anti-
semitism in a vigil of inclusion.” 
All faiths were represented and 
supported not only by clergy 
but by state Senator Joan Lovely, 
state Representative Sally 
Kerans, Danvers Police Chief 
Jamie Lovell, and Lieutenant 
Robert Sullivan.

As someone who has lived in 
this town since July 1961 when 
I came here as a new bride, I 
loved Danvers from the get-go. 
As a result, you can understand 
why I was so disappointed at the 
recent antisemitic attacks that 
took place in my town. Because 
my late husband was a pedia-
trician in Danvers, in order to 
be on the staff of the former 
Hunt Hospital one had to live 
in Danvers or Middleton. And 
so, we bought our first home 
on Rowell Road, between Route 
114 and Centre Street, not far 
from our families’ Anshe Sfard 
and Temple Beth Shalom cem-
eteries.

I will never forget my invi-
tation to coffee from a Jewish 
woman shortly after we moved 
in. It was more of an indict-
ment of my neighboring family, 
which she told me was antise-

mitic. Interestingly, these anti-
semites became so close to my 
family, my children called them 
aunt and uncle. They were our 
dearest friends until they passed 
away.

Sometimes I believe we create 
our own problems. Imagination 
is an amazing thing.

Stories that get passed along 
may change with each retell-
ing as in the game, “Telephone.” 
One person starts by whispering 
a rumor. By the time the mes-
sage gets to the end, it’s just not 
the same. Details change, inter-
pretations and bias set in, and 
the end message often bears no 
resemblance to the beginning. 

Is this what happened in 
the Danvers High boys’ hockey 
locker room? I initially thought 
so but now, I’m not so sure. Is 
there homophobia behind some 
of this? Do these stories get 
embellished with each retelling? 
Without compelling evidence, 
with more young men telling 
their side of the story, how can 
we judge? I have seen commu-
nities caught up in wanting to 
put a quick fix on everything. We 
are not ready to judge without 

more information.
As David Benson, who has 

lived in Danvers with his family 
for many years, said: 99 percent 
of this community is made up of 
like-minded people who want 
to do the right thing. It’s per-
haps 1 percent of the popula-
tion from where the problems 
come from. 

I must admit, we’ve been 
through similar situations 
before and survived. Years ago, 
when David McKenna, whose 
business, John M. Ross and 
Son, takes care of most of the 
Jewish cemeteries in the area, 
once came to the town upset 
because he saw quite a few top-
pled headstones in one of the 
Jewish cemeteries. That’s when 
the town got together trying to 
make sure this kind of thing 
didn’t happen again.

Now, as we enter the 
Hanukkah and Christmas sea-
son, let us do so with the hope 
that people of all faiths will be 
able to come together in peace 
and love. 

Myrna Fearer writes from 
Danvers. 
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Darkness greets 
us at dawn in 
December. The 

morning winds begin, 
the trees sway, the birds 
hover above the frozen 
ground and we carry on, 
adjusting – ignoring the 
chilly gusts that seem to 
whisper something new 
each morning. There is 
much to ponder in win-
ter’s glare and shadows.

We can’t do much 
without light, and the 
gray sky that appears 
in November and often 
lasts until April some-
times feels like a steel trap. Where is the light, 
we wonder? The question will linger through the 
winter, but is never quite answered.

But for eight nights in late November and 
December, the light finds us after sunset. It’s 
in our homes, our synagogues, in public dis-
plays in malls, and stores, and even on City Hall 
lawns. The menorah, which is rarely discussed 

throughout the year, 
suddenly takes center 
stage during Hanukkah. 
We light the candles, 
say the blessings, and 
then stop and stare at 
the mystical flames. 
If we take a moment, 
and focus on the radi-
ance, the moment can 
be powerful. The light 
can seemingly transport 
us anywhere our soul 
desires.

In the quiet of the 
darkness, the light 
brings us hope. It is a 
modest set of flames. 

And sometimes when we stare, another miracle 
can occur. If we stop talking for a few minutes, 
and look at the light long enough, our thoughts 
can cease – at least for a second or two.

At that point, we’re left with an inexplicable, 
otherworldly feeling. If we hold onto it, perhaps 
the light can continue on the darkest winter 
days.

Happy Hanukkah

Ongoing acts of antisemitism 
in our communities, especially 
in schools, cry out for the need 
to do a better job educating 
students about the dangers of 
hate. Lappin Foundation thanks 
the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives for its support 
of the Genocide Education Bill 
this week. When signed into law, 
Massachusetts will join 20 states 
mandating genocide educa-
tion, including the Holocaust. 
We are especially grateful to 
Representative Jeff Roy for his 
tireless efforts to get the bill 
passed. This legislation under-
scores the importance of edu-
cating the Commonwealth’s stu-
dents about the lessons of the 
Holocaust and about dangers of 
any genocide to all of human-

ity. Using the Holocaust as an 
example of what happens when 
humanity fails in our collec-
tive responsibility to act against 
hatred, intolerance, prejudice 
and bigotry, Lappin Foundation 
looks forward to working with 
more schools and communities 
in educating the next generation 
about the critical importance to 
speak up and stand up against 
hate.

Deborah L. Coltin
President and Executive Director

Lappin Foundation
Salem 

Lappin Foundation endorses Genocide  
Education Bill

Photo: Wicked Local/Myrna Fearer 
Dr. Charles Desmond, Deb Sauer, David Benson, and Stephanie 
Beilin at the Danvers healing service.

Online at 
www.jewishjournal.org

Danvers community comes together in troubling times
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By David M. Shribman
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Of course we know it is 
not mostly about gifts. 
Nor is it a Jewish coun-

terpoint to Christmas. It is not 
completely a story of triumph 
either, for it is rooted in struggle. 
But Hanukkah may be the most 
Jewish story of all, for it is a tale 
of equal measures of pessimism 
and optimism, of reality and 
dreams, above all of misfortune 
and miracle, that has resonated 
since the second century BCE.

There is also the darkness 
and the light.

The darkness comes from 
the season, and from the seeds 
of the story, which involves 
the unlikely turn of events that 
allowed one day’s worth of oil 
to last for eight days. Hanukkah 
is no midsummer interlude and 
no harvest celebration. Summer 
is over, the harvest is complete, 
and from all rational indications 
the hopes of the Maccabees 
were finished, too. This year, the 
holiday began on the evening of 
Nov. 28 and stretches to the eve-
ning of Dec. 6. Sunset that last 
night is at 4:17 p.m. in Salem. 
The weather and the darkness 
can combine for evenings that 
can be pretty grim.

The light, by contrast, comes 
from the candles, and on the 
last evening, the Menorah shim-
mers with maximum light. 
Consider this happy contra-
diction: Maximum light (eight 
candles, plus the Shamash) on 
a minimum length of daylight 
(9 hours, 14 minutes). Compare 
that with the length of the sec-

ond day of Shavuot on the North 
Shore back in June (14 hours, 47 
minutes). 

Hanukkah may be a joyous 
holiday inside, but outside the 
winds often howl. Last year, the 
high temperature on the last day 
of Hanukkah in Salem was 34 
degrees. 

For perspective on that, you 
must put aside your prayer 
books, turn to the “Great 
American Songbook,” and listen 
to Frank Sinatra (even though, as 
Adam Sandler, the modern poet 
laureate of Hanukkah, would 
declare: “not Jewish”). Here’s 
what Sinatra crooned in 1950: 

Oh, the weather outside is 
frightful

But the fire is so delightful
Might the fire – stretch your 

imagination here – for Hanukkah 
that stokes the Jewish imagina-
tion be from a Hanukkah cel-
ebration? Would it surprise you 
to learn that the lyrics of “Let It 
Snow” were written by Sammy 
Cahn, born Samuel Cohen? Or 
that the tune was written by Jule 
Styne, born Julius Stein? No sur-
prise there. 

Hanukkah is a holiday when 
Jews recall a time of struggle and 
redemption but also think about 
optimism and pessimism. About 
forbidding prospects and happy 
resolutions. 

Again, consider Frank 
Sinatra, this time with – do 
miracles never cease? – another 
set of lyrics by Sammy Cahn, 
a song so suffused with opti-
mism that John F. Kennedy 
employed Cahn’s “High Hopes” 
as his campaign song in the 1960 
presidential election: We might 

compare the Jews in antiquity 
with the song’s “silly old ram” 
who “thought he’d punch a hole 
in a dam.” As the philosopher/
crooner from Hoboken. N.J., 
sang:

No one could make that ram, 
scram

He kept buttin’ that dam. 
And as the song tells us: 
Oops there goes a billion-

kilowatt dam.
These days, we might see 

wonder and wariness captured 
in two Hanukkahs: last year’s 
and this year’s.

The first COVID vaccines 
were rolled out last year – how’s 
this for optimism? – right in the 
middle of Hanukkah. It was a 
time of great hope. The pan-
demic seemed to be on the verge 
of being conquered. Americans 
always have rolled up their 
sleeves, but this time the action 

had real, not metaphorical, con-
sequences. The end (of the pan-
demic) was near.

Now, at this Hanukkah, 
almost 200 million of us have 
been fully vaccinated – a robust 
figure, to be sure, but represent-
ing only three in five Americans. 
About 40 percent in the U.S. 
have only partial vaccinations, 
or none at all, with about a fifth 
of Americans saying they won’t 
be vaccinated. 

The result is the chasm 
between the high hopes of the 
Sinatra song (and of the early 
vaccination surge) and the sober 
reality that the herd immunity 
once believed within America’s 
grasp will never be realized.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, often 
regarded as the country’s lead-
ing expert on infectious disease, 
initially raised the prospect of 
herd immunity, and in fact it 

was once a matter of conviction 
that if about 70 percent of the 
population were vaccinated or 
had contracted the disease, the 
power of the virus would be cut 
substantially. 

“You can always hope for 
herd immunity but it’s hard to 
know what all the variables are 
going to be early on in a pan-
demic,” Jane Heffernan, a spe-
cialist in disease modeling and 
mathematical epidemiology at 
Toronto’s York University, told 
me. “Most things begin with 
early optimism – staring a new 
project, or getting married. That 
optimism can be a good thing, 
because it at least gives you 
something to strive for.”

That analysis may carry the 
ultimate message of our winter-
time holiday.

The advent of the vaccines 
gave us hope, and the pros-
pect that they might tame this 
awful disease was something to 
strive for. In the nation’s medi-
cal clinics, as in the homes of 
Jews marking Hanukkah at this 
difficult time, the light from 
the candles gives us hope in 
the darkness, and – beyond the 
coronavirus, for our hopes are 
lodged in a time beyond COVID 
– something to strive for. 

Happy Hanukkah. For every 
year at this season we hope and 
strive and we come to believe 
that oops there goes a billion-
kilowatt dam.

David M. Shribman is 
executive editor emeritus of the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and 
scholar-in-residence at Carnegie 
Mellon University.

Photo: Israel GPO
Frank Sinatra (second from left) in Tel Aviv in 1962. 

The light from the Hanukkah candles gives us  
hope in the darkness

By Yoram Ettinger
JNS.org

Hanukkah (Nov. 28–Dec. 6, 2021) 
is the only Jewish holiday that 
commemorates an ancient 

national liberation struggle in the Land 
of Israel. The national liberation holi-
days of Passover, Sukkot/Tabernacles 
and Shavuot/Pentecost commemorate 
the Exodus from slavery in Egypt to lib-
eration in the land of Israel, and Purim 
commemorates liberation from a Persian 
attempt to annihilate the Jewish people.

The story of Hanukkah is narrated 
in the four Books of the Maccabees, the 
Scroll of Antiochus and Josephus’s The 
Wars of the Jews.

In 323 BCE, the Greek Empire was 
split into three independent and rival 
mini-empires (Greece-Seleucid/Syria-
Ptolemaic/Egypt), following the death of 
Alexander the Great (Alexander III), who 
held Judaism in high esteem

In 175 BCE, the Seleucid/Syrian 
Emperor Antiochus (IV) Epiphanes 
claimed the Land of Israel and sus-
pected that the Jews were allies of his 
Ptolemaic/Egyptian enemy. The Seleucid 
emperor was known for eccentric behav-
ior, hence his name, Epiphanes, which 
means “divine manifestation.” He aimed 
to exterminate Judaism and convert Jews 
to Hellenism. In 169 BCE he devastated 
Jerusalem, attempted to massacre the 
Jewish population, and outlawed the 
practice of Judaism.

In 166/7 BCE, a Jewish rebellion was 
led by members of the non-establish-
ment Hasmonean (Maccabee) fam-
ily – from the rural town of Modi’in, 
halfway between Jerusalem and the 
Mediterranean – headed by Matityahu, 
the priest, and his five sons, Yochanan, 
Judah, Shimon, Yonatan and Eleazar. 

They fought the Seleucid occupier and 
established Jewish independence. The 
Hasmonean dynasty was replete with 
external and internal wars, lasting until 
37 BCE when Herod the Great (a proxy of 
Rome) defeated Antigonus II Mattathias.

The success of the Maccabees on the 
battlefield was consistent with the repu-
tation of Jews as superb warriors, who 
were frequently hired as mercenaries by 
Egypt, Syria, Carthage, Rome and other 
global and regional powers.

When ordered by Emperor Antiochus 
IV Epiphanes of the Seleucid region to 
end the Jewish “occupation” of Jerusalem, 
Jaffa, Gaza, Gezer and Akron, Shimon 
the Maccabee responded: “We have not 
occupied a foreign land. … We have lib-
erated the land of our forefathers from 
foreign occupation” (Book of Maccabees 
A: 15:33).

Hanukkah and the Land of Israel
Hanukkah highlights the centrality of 

the Land of Israel in the formation of 
Jewish history, religion and culture. The 
mountain ridges of Judea and southern 
Samaria (the West Bank) were the plat-
form for the Maccabean military battles: 
Mitzpah (the burial site of the Prophet 
Samuel, overlooking Jerusalem); Beth 
El (the site of the Ark of the Covenant 
and Judah the Maccabee’s initial head-
quarters); Beth Horon (Judah’s victory 
over Seron); Hadashah (Judah’s victory 
over Nicanor); Beth Zur (Judah’s victory 
over Lysias); Ma’aleh Levona (Judah’s 
victory over Apollonius); Adora’yim (a 
Maccabean fortress); Eleazar (named 
after Matityahu’s youngest Maccabee 
son); Beit Zachariya (Judah’s first defeat); 
Ba’al Hatzor (where Judah was defeat-
ed and killed); Teqoa, Mikhmash and 
Gophnah (bases of Shimon and Yonatan); 
the Judean desert, etc.

The significance of Hanukkah
Hanukkah celebrates the Maccabean-

led national liberation with the lighting of 
candles for eight days, which commemo-
rate the re-inauguration of Jerusalem’s 
Jewish Temple and its Menorah (can-
delabra) on the 25th day of the Jewish 
month of Kislev, as was prophesied by the 
Prophet Haggai in 520 BCE. The Hebrew 
spellings of Hanukkah, and “inaugura-
tion,” possess the same root.

Hanukkah is celebrated on the 25th 
day of the Jewish month of Kislev, which 
is the month of miracles, such as the 
post-flood appearance of Noah’s rain-
bow, the completion of the construction 
of the Holy Ark by Moses (on the 25th day 
of Kislev), the laying of the foundations 
of the Second Temple by Nehemiah, etc.

In 1777, Hanukkah was celebrated 
during the most critical battle at Valley 
Forge, which solidified the victory of 
George Washington’s Continental Army 
over the British monarchy.

The 25th Hebrew word in Genesis 
is “light,” and the 25th stop during the 
Exodus was Hashmona (the same Hebrew 
spelling as Hasmonean-Maccabees).

The first day of Hanukkah is celebrat-
ed when daylight hours are equal to the 
hours of darkness – and when moonlight 
is hardly noticed – ushering in brighter 
days: optimism.

Hanukkah monumentalizes the criti-
cal role played by education in the vitali-
ty and survival of individuals and nations 
(the Hebrew words for Hanukkah and 
education share a similar spelling); the 
victory of light and faith over darkness 
(the Hebrew spelling of “darkness” con-
sists of the same letters as “forgetful-
ness”); and the triumph of reality-driven 
optimism over wishful-thinking and pes-
simism, defiance of odds over politi-
cal correctness/assimilation, and liberty 

over despotism.
Hanukkah according to U.S. Supreme 

Court Justice, Louis Brandeis, December 
1915:

“Chanukah, the Feast of the 
Maccabees … celebrates a victory of the 
spirit over things material … a victory 
also over [external, but also] more dan-
gerous internal enemies, the Sadducees 
[the upper social and economic ech-
elon]; a victory over the ease-loving, safe-
ty-playing, privileged, powerful few, who 
in their pliancy would have betrayed the 
best interests of the people; a victory 
of democracy over aristocracy. … The 
struggle of the Maccabees is of eternal 
worldwide interest. … It is a struggle in 
which all Americans, non-Jews as well as 
Jews … are vitally affected.”

Hanukkah according to Israel’s 
Founding Father, David Ben-Gurion, a 
modern-day Maccabee:

“The struggle of the Maccabees was 
one of the most dramatic clashes of civi-
lizations in human history, not merely a 
political-military struggle against foreign 
oppression. … Unlike many peoples, the 
meager Jewish people did not assimi-
late. The Jewish people prevailed, won, 
sustained and enhanced their indepen-
dence and unique civilization. … It was 
the spirit of the people, rather than the 
failed spirit of the establishment, which 
enabled the Hasmoneans to overcome 
one of the most magnificent spiritu-
al, political and military challenges in 
Jewish history … ” (“Uniqueness and 
Destiny,” pp. 20-22, David Ben-Gurion, 
IDF Publishing, 1953).

Yoram Ettinger is a former ambassa-
dor and head of Second Thought: A U.S.-
Israel Initiative.

Hanukkah Guide for the Perplexed 2021



SAVE SAVE $$10  10  
ON PURCHASE 

OF $59+*
Code: JEJO1231 

Expires: 12/31/2021

Commodore Plaza, 45 Enon St., Beverly  •  978-927-3120
919 Lynnfield St., Lynn  •  781-593-1888
Big Y Plaza, 637 Lowell St., Peabody  •  978-536-7010

HAPPY HAPPY 
HOLIHOLIDAYS!DAYS!

www.vinninliquors.com

Glatt Kosher Meat Available
We Have the Best Deli & Smoked Fish Party Platters!

LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI

Catering
by Tevya

474 Lowell St., Peabody (978-535-6449) (FAX 978-535-6816)
Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Mass.
Visit our website: www.levineskoshermkt.com

VEAL 
BREAST 

$8.99 lb

LEAN  
STEW BEEF 

$8.99 lb

FROM OUR DELI DEPT

SALAMI OR 

BOLOGNA
$8.99 lb

FROM TEVYA’S KITCHEN
Buy a

BARBECUED
CHICKEN 

And receive FREE 1 lb
POTATO SALAD or COLE SLAW

Paul’s Reptile Circus
We will connect reptiles with kids! Featuring your choice of  
reptiles, such as water dragon, corn snake, box turtle, and more.

Schools • Birthdays • Parties 
Bar/bat mitzvahs • Other events

www.reptilecircus.net
617-407-7533
reptilescircus@gmail.com

Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

8 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – DECEMBER 2, 2021 PREPARE FOR THE HOLIDAYS



  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – DECEMBER 2, 2021 9

By Ron Kampeas
JTA

Stephen Sondheim, the Jewish lyri-
cist and composer who redefined the 
American musical through a monumen-
tal canon of influential and innovative 
theatrical works, has died at 91.

He died suddenly Friday after enjoying 
a Thanksgiving dinner with friends at his 
home in Roxbury, Connecticut, The New 
York Times reported.

Sondheim’s stunning debut came 
writing the lyrics to Leonard Bernstein’s 
score for “West Side Story” in 1957, at age 
27. Sondheim was born to Jewish par-
ents in New York City but raised without 
any formal Jewish background, to the 
extent that he once said Bernstein had 
to explain to him how to pronounce the 
words “Yom Kippur.”

Sondheim’s other well-known musi-
cals include “Into the Woods,” “Sweeney 
Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street,” 
“Follies,” “A Little Night Music” and 
“Sunday in the Park With George.” Many 
of them were not smash hits immedi-
ately, as he avoided traditional Broadway 
formulas that would immediately draw 
audiences. Instead, he crafted musicals 
that dealt with subjects that had not 
received treatments on mainstream stag-
es: loneliness, despair and the artistic 
temperament.

There was the young man who is 
terrified of emotional commitment in 
“Company” (1970); the family torn apart 
by emotional dishonesty in “A Little Night 
Music” (1973); the vicious serial killer in 
“Sweeney Todd” (1979); and the artist in 
the midst of conceiving a masterpiece in 
“Sunday in the Park with George” (1984). 

“Into the Woods,” a mashup of characters 
from multiple fairy tales, won several 
Tony Awards in 1987.

Revivals staged years after often did 
better than original runs, but he is often 
cited as one of the 20th century’s most 
influential theater writers.

Sondheim – who did not entertain a 
romantic partnership until he was 60 – 
also often wrote about loneliness and 
whether the capacity to create a longterm 
relationship was possible. “Send In the 
Clowns,” a signature song from “A Little 
Night Music” that Frank Sinatra recorded 
a popular version of, remains a famous 
lamentation about bad timing when it 
comes to love.

“Isn’t it rich?” sings the character 
Desiree. “Are we a pair? Me here at last on 

the ground, You in mid-air?”
Sondheim hated when his fans and 

biographers attempted to examine his 
life to understand his music, but it was 
an irresistible enterprise. Born into a 
wealthy family in New York that ran a 
dressmaking company, his father left 
him and his mother when Sondheim 
was 10 years old, and his mother heaped 
on him hateful scorn, once telling him 
that her greatest regret was that he was 
born at all. 

He found mentorship and a father 
figure in his teen years in a family friend, 
Oscar Hammerstein II, the lyricist of 
Jewish descent who had heralded an ear-
lier revolution in the American musical, 
leading its transition in the 1920s from 
lighthearted reviews to novelistic treat-

ments of major issues. 
Hammerstein plotted out a four-step 

training for Sondheim while he was still 
in high school: Adapt a good play into a 
musical, adapt a flawed play into a musi-
cal, adapt a musical from another literary 
form, write your own musical.

Sondheim stuck assiduously to the 
course and at 22 began auditioning songs 
around New York. A producer, Lemuel 
Ayers, commissioned Sondheim to write 
songs for a musical he was producing, 
but Ayers died before it could be staged. 
Sondheim’s skills nonetheless became 
known in Broadway circles and at age 25, 
he was asked to come on board and write 
the lyrics for a musical Bernstein was 
planning based on “Romeo and Juliet.”

That became “West Side Story,” 
and Sondheim’s skill at weaving doom 
and despair into romance was imme-
diately evident in the signature song, 
“Somewhere”: “There’s a place for us/ 
Somewhere a place for us/Peace and 
quiet and open air/Wait for us some-
where.”

Sondheim was a generous interview, 
speaking to journalists and even crit-
ics at length, and lacerating himself for 
years about lyrics he believed post-facto 
were misconceived. He hated that the 
big, emotive note in “Somewhere” was 
the “a” in “There’s a place for us.”

Sondheim earned multiple honors 
besides his many Tony’s, including the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2015.

He settled into a comfortable elder 
statesman status late in life, traveling into 
New York this year to see revivals of his 
musicals, and living with his husband, 
Jeffrey Romley, whom he married in 2017 
and who survives him.

APPRECIATION 

Stephen Sondheim, Jewish theater legend who reshaped  
the American musical 

Photo: Oliver Morris/Getty Images
Stephen Sondheim, songwriter/lyricist, listening to music in the recording control 
room during the original cast recording of the Broadway musical ‘Into The Woods’, 
New York, 1987. 



30 Wallingford Road
Brighton, MA 02135-4753
Phone: 617-912-8400 ext. 8421
2LifeCommunities.org

2Life Communities is a  
not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

Here, s

expanded.
2Life

Research shows older adults live longer, healthier lives in  
community. And at 2Life, we’re dedicated to creating 
vibrant, inclusive, affordable communities where seniors 
can experience the life-enhancing power of togetherness. 
They’re diverse, supportive places where senior adults are 
actively creating lives filled with purpose and joy. And, we’re 
expanding the options with Opus, a new 2Life community  
for middle-income older adults. To learn more about 2Life 
and find a community near you, go to 2LifeCommunities.org.

nn    CARING FOR OUR PATIENTS IN THE CARING FOR OUR PATIENTS IN THE 
SAFEST ENVIRONMENT POSSIBLE:SAFEST ENVIRONMENT POSSIBLE:
We have invested in the health and well-being  
of both our staff and patients by installing  
a state-of-the-art air purifying system that will 
cycle and sterilize the air in each room of our  
office from allergens, aerosols, bacteria and  
virus every 90 seconds.

nn    COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL CLINIC:COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL CLINIC:
We are able to care for all your oral health needs. Whether it’s as simple 
as a cleaning and exam or designing the smile of your dreams, Dr. Michael 
Faynzilberg and his exceptional staff will custom tailor care to each patient  
with an ethical patient centered approach.

nn    MODERN DIGITAL APPROACH:MODERN DIGITAL APPROACH:
No more uncomfortable bad tasting impressions. No more waiting weeks for  
your new caps (crowns), veneers and restorations to be finished while wearing  
less esthetic and less comfortable temporaries. Using the latest in digital 
technology, Dr. Faynzilberg is able to fabricate beautiful same day ceramic 
restoration in all cases.

 We work with all private  
 ppo insurance companies.

990 Paradise Road #3B  n  Swampscott, MA

781-595-0596  n  www.whitingdentalarts.com

Dr. Michael Faynzilberg

Happy Hanukkah 
To All Our Friends And Patients!

10 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – DECEMBER 2, 2021 

“As long as I’m mayor, we 
will always have this moment,” 
Bettencourt said. 

Rabbi Schusterman joked he 
tries to “squeeze” his way out of 
the tradition “after enough years 
of sleet and snow and miserable 
weather, and the mayor told me, 
‘Rabbi, absolutely not, not on 
my watch.’” 

The rabbi said he told his wife, 
Raizel, the co-director of Chabad 
of Peabody, that he thought 
the large metal menorah goes 
back to the days of Mayor Peter 
Torigian, who was elected mayor 
of Peabody in 1979 and served 
23 years. “And maybe, maybe 
it’s time to update for a newer 
and cleaner one that’s not com-
pletely being held together by 
Scotch tape.”

Schusterman shared a quick 
thought on the meaning of the 
menorah lights. 

In the Talmud, he said, there 
was a debate among Talmudists 
Rav and Shmuel about the idea 
whether they can use the light of 
one of the existing candles (not 
the Shamash or center helper 
candle) to light other lights.

“It’s a whole back and forth, 
and of course, like everything 
Jewish, you know, there are two 
opinions and the answer is ‘yes’ 
to both of them,” Schusterman 
said. But the Talmud goes 
against Shmuel.

“The one who said that you 
should not share the candlelight 
is because there is a concern 
that if you are using it with an 
oil, which is how it was origi-
nally done, you might spill the 

oil, you might bump into some-
thing, and something will get 
lost as a result of having shared 
the light,” Schusterman said. 
“Whereas the other opinion says 
‘no,’ you share a light; always 
good things come from sharing 
a light.”

“The truth is, you know, 
when you take a flame and you 
light another flame, the origi-
nal flame doesn’t get decreased 
you just add more and more,” 
Schusterman said. 

“The idea is that … if you 
share the light with another 
person, you don’t walk away 
with less, you just walk away 
with double,” Schusterman 
added. He also noted we’ve 
been through “a rough couple 
of years.” One of the things that 
has gotten people through it is 
“sharing the love and the kind-
ness” and people in the city put-
ting aside their differences.

“So, if there is any takeaway 
messages before we go to bed 
tonight, make sure you lit some-
body’s fire,” Schusterman said. 
“Come on, baby, light my fire,” 
Schusterman quipped to laughs, 
taking a line from a famous 
Doors hit. “So, let’s get that fire 
lit,” Schusterman said. 

Other officials on hand 
included Ward 6 Councilor 
Mark O’Neill, Ward 3 Councilor-
elect Stephanie Peach, 
School Committee mem-
ber Jarrod Hochman, for-
mer Superintendent Herb 
Levine, and Democratic State 
Committee member Julie Curtis 
of Danvers.

Peabody shines a light
from page 3
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Rabbi Howard A. Cohen
Congregation Shirat Hayam, Marshfield

Rabbi Andrea Cohen-Kiener
Greenfield

Rabbi David Curiel
Asiyah Jewish Community, Somerville

Rabbi Braham David
Jewish Discovery Institute, Newton

Rabbi Justin David
Congregation B'nai Israel, Northampton

Rabbi Getzel Davis
Unorthodox Celebrations, Cambridge

Cantor Lisa Doob
Temple Isaiah, Lexington

Rabbi David Ehrenkranz
Sharon

Rabbi Judi Ehrlich
Hebrew SeniorLife, Dedham

Rabbi Joe Eiduson
Congregation B'nai Shalom,
Westborough

Rabbi Lisa Eiduson
Congregation B'nai Torah, Sudbury

Rabbi Mark Elber
Temple Beth El, Fall River

Rabbi Yisroel Freeman
Chabad Center of Sudbury

Rabbi Lev Friedman
Azamra Minyan, Newton

Rabbi Shoshana Friedman 
Hebrew College 

Rabbi Wesley Gardenswartz
Temple Emanuel, Newton

Cantor Jamie Gloth 
Temple Aliyah, Needham

Rabbi Neal Gold
Babson College, Natick

Rabbi Rebekah Goldman 
Simsbury, CT 

Rabbi Hayley Goldstein 

Rabbi Leslie Gordon 
Temple Israel (senior interim), Sharon

Rabbi Andrea M. Gouze
Temple Beth Emunah, Stoughton

Naomi Gurt Lind, Rabbinical Student
Hebrew College Rabbinical School

Rabbi Eric S. Gurvis
Sha'arei Shalom of Ashland and 
MetroWest

Rabbi Vanessa Harper
Temple Beth Elohim, Wellesley & 
Gann Academy

Rabbi David Hellman
Young Israel of Brookline

Rabbi Greg Hersh
Temple Emmanuel of Wakefield

Rabbi Amy Hertz
Temple Isaiah, Lexington

Rabbi Liz P.G. Hirsch
Temple Anshe Amunim, Pittsfield

Neil Hirsch, Rabbinical Student
Hebrew College Rabbinical School

Rabbi Susan Abramson
Temple Shalom Emeth, Burlington

Rabbi Laura Abrasley
Temple Shalom, Newton

Rabbi Alison Adler
Temple B'nai Abraham, Beverly

Rabbi Katy Allen
Ma'yan Tikvah, Wayland

Rabbinic Pastor Matia Angelou
Wayland

Rabbi Sharon Cohen Anisfeld
Hebrew College 

Rabbi Marc Baker
Combined Jewish Philanthropies, 
Boston

Cantor Elise Barber
Temple Beth El, Springfield

Rabbi Joel Baron
Boston

Rabbi Jordi Battis
Temple Shir Tikva, Wayland

Rabbi Laura Bellows
Boston

Rabbi Alfred H. Benjamin
Congregation Beth Shalom of the 
Blue Hills, Milton

Rabbi Tiferet Berenbaum
Temple Beth Zion (TBZ), Brookline

Rav Hazzan Aliza Berger
Temple Emanuel, Newton

Rabbi Audrey Marcus Berkman
Temple Ohabei Shalom, Brookline

Rabbi Daniel Berman
Newton Highlands

Rabbi Allison L. Berry
Temple Shalom, Newton

Rabbi Moshe Bleich
Wellesley Weston Chabad

Rabbi Sam Blumberg
Temple Beth Am, Framingham

Rabbi Elizabeth Bonney-Cohen

Rabbi Josh Breindel
Congregation Beth El of the 
Sudbury River Valley

Rabbi Julie Bressler

Rabbi Cari Bricklin-Small
Temple Shir Tikvah, Winchester

Cantor Vera Broekhuysen

Rabbi Caryn Broitman
Martha's Vineyard Hebrew Center

Michaela Brown, 
Rabbinical Student

Rabbi Danny Burkeman
Temple Shir Tikva, Wayland

Rabbi Max Chaiken
Temple Emanuel, Andover

Rabbi Noah Cheses
Young Israel of Sharon

Rabbi Micah Citrin
Temple Beth David, Westwood

Rabbi Sharon Clevenger
The Rashi School, Dedham

We join together in saying we will not tolerate
domestic abuse in the Jewish community.

This project was partially supported by the Massachusetts Office for Victim
Assistance through a Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (VOCA) grant from the Office for
Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. 
We deeply appreciate this support. 

We are grateful to the Miriam Fund, which supported the Safe Havens/JF&CS Journey to Safety
partnership and our past research.

Rabbi Neil Hirsch
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 
Great Barrington

Rabbi/Cantor Idan Irelander

Rabbi Suzie Jacobson
Temple Israel of Boston

Rabbi Howard L. Jaffe
Temple Isaiah, Lexington

Rabbi Randy Kafka
Temple Kol Tikvah, Sharon

Rabbi Rachel Tali Kaplan
Hebrew SeniorLife Hospice

Rabbi Aryeh Klapper
Center for Modern Torah Leadership

Rabbi David Klatzker
Temple Israel of Natick

Rabbi Daniel Klein
Hebrew College 

Rabbi Cherie Koller-Fox
Newton

Rabbi Neil Kominsky
Brookline

Grand Rabbi Y.A. Korff
Chaplain of The City of Boston/
Zvhil-Mezbuz Beis Medrash, Boston

Rabbi Jamie Kotler
Brookline

Rabbi Jonathan Kraus
Beth El Temple Center, Belmont

Rabbi Claudia Kreiman
Temple Beth Zion (TBZ), Brookline

Rabbi David Kudan
Temple Tiferet Shalom, Peabody

Rabbi Judith Kummer
Spiritual Support for Life's Journey

Rabbi Ben Lanckton
Mass General Hospital, Boston

Rabbi Van Lanckton

Rabbi Allan Lehmann
Newton

Rabbi Raffi Leicht
University of Massachusetts Amherst

Rabbi Darby Leigh
Concord

Rabbi David Lerner
Temple Emunah, Lexington

Rabbi Navah Levine

Rabbi Steven A. Lewis
Temple Ahavat Achim, Gloucester

Rabbi Elias Lieberman
Falmouth Jewish Congregation, 
East Falmouth

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker
Chabad of the North Shore,
Swampscott

Rabbi Jessica Lowenthal
Temple Beth Shalom, Melrose

Rabbi Rachel Maimin
Temple Isaiah, Lexington

Rabbi Jeremy Master
Sinai Temple, Springfield

Cantor Michael McCloskey
Temple Emeth, Chestnut Hill and
Rabbinical Student, Academy for Jewish
Religion, Yonkers, NY

Rabbi Margot Meitner
Jamaica Plain

Rabbi Joseph Meszler
Temple Sinai, Sharon

Rabbi David Meyer
Temple Emanu-El, Marblehead

Rabbi Mimi Micner

Rabbi Estelle Mills
Congregation Beth Jacob, Plymouth

Rabbi Jim Morgan
Hebrew SeniorLife, Brookline

Rabbi Beth Naditch
Hebrew SeniorLife

Rabbi Andrew Oberstein
Temple Israel of Boston

Rabbi Sara Paasche-Orlow
Newton

Rabbi Allison Peiser
Temple Emanu-El, Marblehead

Rabbi Carl M. Perkins
Temple Aliyah, Needham

Rabbi Jay Perlman
Temple Beth Shalom, Needham

Rabbi Richard Perlman
Temple Ner Tamid, Peabody

Rabbi Marcia Plumb
Congregation Mishkan Tefila, Brookline

Rabbi Louis Polisson
Congregation Or Atid, Wayland

Rabbi Elaine Pollack
Newton

Rabbi Michael Ragozin
Congregation Shirat Hayam,
Swampscott

Rabbi Avremi Raichik
Chabad of Cape Ann, Gloucester

Rabbi Shayna Rhodes
Hebrew College Rabbinical School

Rav Hazzan Ken Richmond
Temple Israel, Natick

Rabbi Michelle Robinson
Temple Emanuel, Newton

Rabbi Michael Rothbaum
Congregation Beth Elohim, Acton

Rabbi Richard Rudnick
Jewish Health Care Center Inc.,
Worcester

Rabbi Benjamin J. Samuels
Congregation Shaarei Tefillah, Newton

Rav Ma'ayan Sands
Temple B'nai Shalom, Braintree

Cantor Nancy Sargon
Newton

Cantor Hollis Schachner
Temple Shir Tikva, Wayland

Rabbi Daniel Schaefer
Temple Ohabei Shalom, Brookline

Rabbi Gershon Segal
Congregation Beth El Atereth Israel,
Newton Centre

Rabbi Rachel Silverman
Temple Israel, Sharon

Rabbi Becky Silverstein
Boston

Rabbi Joel Sisenwine
Temple Beth Elohim, Wellesley

Rabbi Dan Slipakoff
Temple Israel of Boston

Hazzan Linda Sue Sohn
Holliston

Rabbi Robin S. Sparr

Rabbi Toba Spitzer
Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, Newton

Rabbi Talia Stein
Temple Sinai, Brookline

Rabbi Liza Stern
Congregation Eitz Chayim, Cambridge

Ashira Stevens, Rabbinical Student
Hebrew College Rabbinical School

Cantor Alicia Stillman
Temple Israel of Boston

Rabbi Jamie Stolper
Newton

Rabbi Jason Strauss
Congregation Kadimah-Toras Moshe,
Brighton

Rabbi Mona Strick

Rabbi Michael Swarttz
Beth Tikvah Synagogue, Westborough

Rabbi Leslie Keiter Tannenwald
Jewish Life Services

Cantor Louise Treitman
Temple Beth David, Westwood

Rabbi Alan Turetz
Temple Emeth, Chestnut Hill

Rabbi Andrew Vogel
Temple Sinai, Brookline

Rabbi Dr. Moshe Waldoks
Temple Beth Zion (TBZ), Brookline

Rabbi Amy S. Wallk
Temple Beth El, Springfield

Rabbi David Weiner
Knesset Israel, Pittsfield

Rabbi Ora Weiss

Rabbi Alex Weissman
Congregation Agudas Achim, Attleboro

Rabbi David G. Winship
Temple Beth David of the South Shore,
Canton

Cantor David Wolff
Temple Beth Am, Framingham

Rabbi Julie Wolkoff
Wellesley

Rabbi Elaine Zecher
Temple Israel of Boston

Rabbi Henry A. Zoob
Temple Beth David, Westwood
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BEYOND DUTY 
Diplomats Recognized 

as Righteous Among the Nations
An Exhibit

NOVEMBER 29, 2021 – JANUARY 15, 2022

The Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies invites the public to view  
the exhibit at the Sophia Gordon Center for Creative and Performing Arts,  

located at 356 Lafayette Street, Salem, MA 01970.

The exhibit honors diplomats who saved the lives of Jews from Nazi murder 
and were recognized as “Righteous Among the Nations” by Yad Vashem. It was 
produced by the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs and curated by Yad Vashem.

In partnership with the Consulate General of Israel to New England,  
the Lappin Foundation, and SSU Center for the Creative and Performing Arts. 

Questions? Email us at chgs@salemstate.edu

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA   |   781.289.3672
By Appointment   |   Entrance at Rear of House
*Selected merchandise, prior purchases & special orders excluded

Extraordinary, Contemporary Clothing 
for Today’s Woman

To All Our Friends from Lauralee

Selma’sSince 1948
Selma’s

Casual Da y ti me Wear
To Black Tie Party Wear

Celebrate
in Style!

Submit your events to calendar@jewishjournal.org
ONGOING
KNITTING KNIGHTS AT THE JCCNS, Wednesdays, 7 p.m., in-person in the 
Women’s Health Club and on Zoom. 4 Community Road, Marblehead. Visit www.jccns.
org for link.

ISRAELI DANCE GROUP AT TEMPLE NER TAMID in Peabody. Tuesday 
nights at 8 p.m. No partner needed and all levels welcome, $2 donation. For more 
information, email: algrnewman@aol.com. Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody.

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING at the JCCNS. Thursdays, 6 p.m., and Sundays, 8:30 
a.m., 4 Community Road, Marblehead. Visit www.jccns.org for more information. 

THROUGH DEC. 19
STEVE SOLOMON’S MY MOTHER’S ITALIAN MY FATHER’S 
JEWISH I’M HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS, Presented by Philip Roger Roy 
and starring Peter Fogel. From the author of ‘My Mother’s Italian My Father’s 
Jewish & I‘m in Therapy’’ comes the next chapter of his family insanity. Times 
varies. For tickets and more info, go to: www.playhouseinfo.com or call 781-
646-4849. Regent Theatre, 7 Medford St., Arlington Center.

FRIDAY, DEC. 3
THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS, 7:30 p.m. Presented by Temple Tiferet Shalom 
of Peabody. Community is invited to observe Shabbat and celebrate Hanukkah 
with festive songs and prayers. Sing along to new and old songs. For more 
information and to register, go to: http://www.templetiferetshalom.org/events. 
Temple Tiferet Shalom, 489 Lowell St., Peabody. 

SATURDAY, DEC. 4
HANUKKAH WINE TASTING, 7 p.m. Presented by the North Suburban 
JCC. The event will take place at Kappy’s Fine Wine & Spirits. $10 per 
person/$18 per couple. The registration website is: https://nsjcc.org/event/
hanukkah-wine-tasting. For more info, email lizk@nsjcc.org. The event will 
take place at Kappy’s Fine Wine & Spirits, 175 Andover St., Peabody.

COMMUNITY HANUKKAH HAVDALAH & MENORAH LIGHTING FOR 
ALL AGES, 5:30 p.m. Presented by Temple B’nai Abraham. Each night of 
Hanukkah, TBA’s solar menorah will be lit by representatives of our different 
community groups. Join us in the parking lot for the seventh night, we will 
have fire pits, s’mores and music with Aaron Zev Katz. For more information, 
go to: https://templebnaiabraham.shulcloud.com. Temple B’nai Abraham, 200 
East Lothrop St., Beverly.

CONVERSATION WITH JOURNALIST AND AUTHOR ANNE 
SINCLAIR, 10 a.m. Presented by the French Cultural Center of Boston. Anne 
Sinclair will join live from France to discuss the American release of her latest 
book, “In the Shadows of Paris.” Part memoir, part his torical document revealing 
a lesser-known chapter of the Holocaust, Anne takes her readers on a journey to 
find answers in this age of rising antisem itism worldwide, and answers about the 
life of her grandfather Léonce Schwartz. $12. To register and Zoom link, go to: 
frenchculturalcenter.org/events.

10TH ANNUAL SALEM HANUKKAH PARTY! 7 p.m. Presented by 
Chabad of the North Shore. Lappin Park, corner of Essex and Washington 
streets, Salem. For more information, visit www.northshorechanukah.com.

SUNDAY, DEC. 5
COMMUNITY CANDLE LIGHTING, 4 p.m. Presented by Temple 
Emanu-El of Marblehead. Community is invited to a candle lighting ceremony. 
Bring your own menorah and candles; play dreidel; enjoy jelly doughnuts. 
Following the candle lighting, stay for Israeli dancing led by Rachel Jacobson. 
Masks required. For more information and to register, go to: https://www.
emanu-el.org/hanukkah-candle-lighting. Temple Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic Ave., 
Marblehead.

LOVE, LAUGHTER & LIGHT OF HANUKKAH, 4 – 5:30 p.m. Presented 
by Congregation Shirat Hayam. Celebrate the eighth night of Hanukkah. Listen 
to children’s choir, Hanukkah story, try jelly donuts and more. Donate adult 
socks, soap and travel-size toiletries. Open to all, masks appreciated. Outside 
in front of Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Ave., Swampscott.

A MAGICAL HANUKKAH – FAMILY HANUKKAH CELEBRATION, 
10 a.m. Presented by Chabad of the North Shore. 44 Burrill St., Swampscott. 
For more information, visit www.northshorechanukah.com.

FAMILY HANUKKAH COOKIE BAKE, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. Presented by 
Chabad of Peabody.  682 Lowell St., Peabody. For more information, visit 
www.northshorechanukah.com.

Tickets: 781-646-4849 • Groups (12+): 1-888-264-1788
PlayhouseInfo.com

THE HIT NEW YORK COMEDY
Philip Roger Roy Presents

Starring Peter Fogel

DECEMBER 8 - 19, 2021
Wed 2 & 7 pm, Thurs 7 pm, Fri 8 pm, 

Sat 2 & 8 pm, Sun 2 pm

“Hysterically Funny! Non-Stop
Laughs All The Way!

I Can’t Recommend This Show 
Enough, It’s Just Great!”
- Regis Philbin, Live With Regis & Kelly

From the author of 
My Mother’s Italian My Father’s Jewish 

& I’m In Therapy! comes the next chapter 
of his family insanity... 

He’s Home For The Holidays!

“Amazing! Hysterical!
A Wonderful Show! 

I Still Hurt From Laughing!” 
- BroadwayWorld.com

“As Heartwarming As Comfort Food. 
Everyone Can Relate to This!”

- Martha Stewart Living Radio

LookingAhead



MALDEN PUBLIC MENORAH 
LIGHTING, 5 p.m. Presented by 
Chabad of the North Shore. Malden 
City Hall. For more information, visit 
www.northshorechanukah.com.

ROCKPORT PUBLIC 
MENORAH LIGHTING, 5:30 
p.m. Presented by Chabad of the 
North Shore. Corner of Broadway 
and Mt. Pleasant Street, Rockport. 
For more information, visit www.
northshorechanukah.com.

MONDAY, DEC. 6
A CULINARY CELEBRATION: 
LIONS OF JUDAH & EINAT 
EDMONY, 7 p.m. Presented by 
CJP. Virtual Hanukkah and cooking 
celebration with Chef Einat Admony. 
Admony, known as the ultimate 
balaboosta (meaning “perfect 
housewife” in Yiddish), is the award-
winning chef and owner of Balaboosta, 
the fine-dining Middle Eastern 
restaurant; Kish-Kash, New York’s first 
couscous bar; and the beloved falafel 
chain, Taim. $36. RSVP for the Zoom 
meeting at https://www.cjp.org/cjp-
event-calendar/a-culinary-celebration-
with-lions-of-judah-and-einat-edmony.

TUESDAY, DEC. 7
DEAR RUTHY, 7:30 p.m. Presented 
by the Brotherhood of Temple Tiferet 
Shalom of Peabody. Those members 
who grew up in Malden might 
remember David Katz and his sister, 
Barbara, his mother Ruthy, who is 
103 and lives at Rosewood nursing 
home. Katz will present his book, 
“Dear Ruthy – Letters from the South 
Pacific.” For more information and 
for Zoom link, go to: http://www.
templetiferetshalom.org/events. 
Temple Tiferet Shalom, 489 Lowel St., 
Peabody. 

FRIDAY, DEC. 10
“WITNESS” VIRTUAL THEATER 
EXPERIENCE, WHERE DO 
UNWANTED PEOPLE GO? 7:30 
p.m. Presented by Arlekin Players 
Theatre. “Witness,” the latest 
project from Arlekin’s Zero Gravity 
(zero-G) Virtual Theater Lab, is a 
new documentary theater piece 
about Jewish immigration in the face 
of antisemitism. “Witness” brings 
actors and the audience together 
from around the world for a shared 
immersive experience set on a boat 

in digital space. The piece is inspired 
by the journey of the MS St. Louis, 
which left Hamburg in 1939 with 
over 900 Jewish people on board 
and headed to Cuba only to be 
turned away, leaving the passengers 
stranded with nowhere to go and no 
escape. “Witness” shares stories of 
Jewish immigrants from around the 
globe through an interactive virtual 
theater experience at the nexus 
of film, theater and video games. 
$25 adult; $15 student. Other dates 
through January 2022 available. For 
more information and to order tickets, 
go to: https://www.zerogravity.art.

SUNDAY, DEC. 12
DRUM CIRCLE, 3:30 p.m. Presented 
by Temple B’nai Abraham of Beverly. 
North Shore Jewish Tweens are invited 
to a Drum Circle with Aaron Zev Katz. 
Light snacks will be provided. Free. 
RSVP requested via email at: office@
tbabeverly.org or on Facebook event 
page. Temple B’nai Abraham, 200 East 
Lothrop St., Beverly.

FRIDAY, DEC. 17
JLIVE WITH LLOYD SCHWARTZ, 
12 p.m. American poet, Pulitzer Prize 
winner for his work as classical 

music editor of the former The Boston 
Phoenix. Free online event. For more 
information, visit JArts Collaborative 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.
com/JArtsBoston.
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Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store:
Where Traditional Meets Non-Traditional!

Zayde’s Market 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

WE CATER
All Occasions
Plain & Simple

 

Located at Cobb Corner   ~   15 Washington St. Canton, MA 

Sunday 7AM - 4:00 PM, Monday –Wednesday 8AM - 7:00PM,                                                
Thursday 7AM - 7:00 PM, Friday 7 AM - 5/6 PM, Closed Saturday.   

Zayde’s Market 
Your Neighborhood Specialty Food Store: Where Traditional Meets 

Non-Traditional!                                                                

   www.zaydesmarket.com   781-828-3530 

WE CATER 
All Occasions     

Plain & Simple                                                                 

Where Quality                  
Matters                           

Prepared Foods                                  
Groceries                                            

Wines-Spirits-Beer                    

See our specials and sale on our 
web site and facebook 

See our Sales &       
Specials on our        

web site                                  
and Facebook.                       
Join Our Blog 

Located at Cobb Corner ~ 15 Washington Street, Canton, MA
www.zaydesmarket.com ~ 781-828-3530

Free parking ~ Closed Saturdays

VV EVENT PLANNING  EVENT PLANNING VV

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

THE PERFECT VENUE 
FOR YOUR EVENT

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ

CONTACT US AT
781.207.9353

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

TheBostonJP.com | 978-836-9106

Justice of the Peace
“Your wedding done your way”

Attorney Todd Finn

To advertise in the Journal’s Event Planning directory, contact: 
lois@jewishjournal.org, marcy@jewishjournal.org, or call 978-745-4111.

4 Lake St., Peabody | 978-535-5335 | www.zuckerfoods.com
OPEN: Sun 9 - 1 • Mon 7 - 1 • Tues – Thurs 7 - 5  Fri 7 - 3:30 

non-dairy 
certified 

kosher mk

ZUCKER’S BAKERY WISHES YOU 
A VERY HAPPY HANUKKAH!

Sufganiyot and Hanukkah Cookies Available Now!

The Moore Family

Cheryl Anns

Delivery on Large Orders
(617) 469-9241

www.cherlyannsbakery.com
1010 West Roxbury Parkway, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

We deliver  to Stop & Shop, Roche Bros. and Star Market.
Find them on our website.

Breads Pastriesof Brookline

with Aaron Zev Katz
Sunday, December 12 

3:30-5:00 pm at Temple B’nai Abraham  
for grades 5-8 

Light snacks will be provided

FREE and open to all Jewish tweens  
in the North Shore

RSVP requested  
(email or on Facebook event page)
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A great opportunity to connect with other Jewish Tweens

200 E. Lothrop Street, Beverly, MA 01915  •  tbabeverly.org  •  office@tbabeverly.org  •  978-927-3211 ext. 3

b

North Shore Jewish Tween Kick-off Event

Sponsored by

f
We follow the CDC  

recommendations and 
ask that everyone wear  

a mask while inside 
 the building.

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
F I N E  C H I N E S E  C U I S I N E

SUN, TUE-THURS 11:30am-10pm  •  FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
LUNCHEON SPECIALS: TUE-FRI

TEL 978-531-3366  •  FAX 978-531-3060
373 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA  •  www.suchangspeabody.com

Happy Happy 
HanukkahHanukkah

to all our wonderful customers.
Come visit us and enjoy authentic Chinese food 

cooked to order.  Take-out is always available.  
Temporarily closed on Mondays.
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Not just a place to live.
A place to thrive.
The Woodlands Inn is a welcome alternative to traditional, and often clinical, 

care centers. Designed with details that resemble a charming New England inn, 

each of our four state-of-the-art, specialized homes accommodates just ten 

residents, creating an intimate, family-style atmosphere and opportunities for 

personal connection.

Incorporating Edgewood’s signature philosophy of empowering residents, 

the dedicated, consistent team of Innkeepers gets to know each resident and 

provides just the right amount of personalized assistance to help them regain  

a sense of autonomy, purpose and self-esteem they may have lost while trying 

to manage living on their own.

Innovative, small-home Assisted Living and Memory Support

575 Osgood Street | North Andover, MA 01845 
978-738-6104 | EdgewoodRC.com
Edgewood Retirement Community is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

It’s completely normal to have mixed emotions about choosing 

Assisted Living for someone you love.  

Scan this QR code with your smartphone’s camera (no app 

needed) to read our blog that provides information and 

encouragement that can help you make peace with your decision.

Take advantage of our Fall Promotion!
Discover The Woodlands Inn and take advantage of a limited-time  
offer that could save you $13,800! For more information and to  
schedule a tour, call 978-738-6104.

expectation” – as a metaphor for 
getting the bill passed. 

In 2013, Roy said he was 
approached by a constituent 
“who wanted to shine a light on 
the monstrous acts of genocide 
that have occurred throughout 
history.” A year later, Roy toured 
Israel as part of the JCRC’s Study 
Tour for Community Leaders 
and visited Yad Vashem – Israel’s 
Holocaust memorial. 

“There we saw reminders on 
the wall telling us that in a place 
where books are burned, don’t 
be surprised that people will be 
burned,” said Roy, who after the 
visit broadened his genocide 
education bill. Since the filing of 
the latest version, he said there 
has been a rise in hate and anti-
semitic incidents and statistics 
that show the memory of the 
Shoah is fading. 

“This new law will show that 
genocide is not just somebody 
else’s story. Genocide education 
will give students the opportu-
nity to explore how stereotypes, 
prejudice and religious and eth-
nic hatred can escalate to atroc-
ity,” Roy said.

To pay for the programs, the 
bill sets up a Genocide Education 
Trust Fund, to be overseen by 
the state’s elementary and sec-
ondary education commissioner. 
The bill does not single out the 
Holocaust in particular, but car-
ries a broad definition of “acts 
committed with the intent to 
destroy, in whole or in part, a 
national, ethnic, racial or reli-

gious group.”
The bill sets up a competitive 

grant program schools can draw 
from, and requires a report back 
to the House on the fund’s activi-
ties and the progress of genocide 
education programs in schools. 

“Voting for the Genocide 
Education Act along with 156 
of my House colleagues was a 
proud moment,” said state Rep. 
Lori Ehrlich, D-Marblehead, 
in an email. “Hostile prejudice 
against Jews and other minori-
ties is not a threat of the past. If 
we are going to stop the rising 
tide of antisemitism, racism, and 
hate, our education system has 
to provide an honest accounting 
of history.”

“We are at the finish line,” 
said ADL New England Regional 
Director Robert Trestan in a 
recent interview.

When asked why the bill took 
so long to pass, Trestan said the 
legislative process is “lengthy 
and detailed” with the genocide 
education facing competition 
from some 6,000 bills filed every 
legislative session. 

“In the past year we have 
seen – particularly in schools – a 
dramatic increase in incidents 
around hate,” Trestan said. “You 
think about Duxbury, you think 
about Danvers,” said Trestan, 
referring to a high-profile inci-
dent in which Duxbury High 
football team members where 
heard using Jewish terms and 
“Auschwitz” to call plays in 
a game in March 12. Trestan 

also referred to reports of rac-
ist and homophobic hazing in 
the Danvers High hockey team’s 
locker room during the 2019-
2020 season, and an offensive 
chat among team members 
that included a joke about the 
Holocaust.

“I think there is a real rec-
ognition in this moment about 
the importance of teaching his-
tory about genocide and using 
lessons about what happened 
in the past to make our future 
stronger,” Trestan said.

One of those who voted 
against the bill was state Rep. 
Peter Durant, R-Spencer, who 
said his objection stems from the 
fact that the state Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education already has in its his-
tory and social science curricu-
lum framework genocide educa-
tion.

“It’s in the curriculum,” 
Durant said in an interview. He 
also objected to the creation of a 
separate trust fund which would 
allow outside groups to contrib-
ute, which he said might “allow 
undue influence of the curricu-
lum.”

The bill does have language 
that requires the state education 
commissioner to review fund-
ing from private sources to make 
sure there are no conditions 
“that may be detrimental to the 
neutral and rigorous teaching of 
the history of genocide or unduly 
influence the direction of geno-
cide education policy.”

Menorah lighting shines a light on 
genocide education bill
from page 1

During the weekend of 
November 12-13, Rabbi Max 
Chaiken was officially installed 
as the rabbi of Temple Emanuel 
of Andover. The celebration 
featured special musical pre-
sentations by Cantor Idan 
Irelander, Soloist Gitit Shoval, 
the Abbas and Soul Sisters 
as well as words from Rabbi 
Emeritus Robert Goldstein and 
Rabbi Denise L. Eger.

“We are thrilled to officially 
install Rabbi Chaiken as only 
the third Rabbi at Temple 
Emanuel in the last 70 years,” 
said Temple President David 
Trachtenberg.  “We are confi-
dent he will continue to build 
on our congregation’s 100-year 
legacy, as we aim to remain a 
vibrant hub of Jewish life in 

the Merrimack Valley by pro-
viding new opportunities for 
our congregants to connect 
with Judaism and deepen their 
sense of community.”

“What an incredible honor 
to be installed as the next 
Rabbi of Temple Emanuel.  
I join a distinguished list of 
strong spiritual leaders who 
came before me and I am 
grateful for this opportunity,” 
said Rabbi Chaiken.  “I am 
excited to build upon the leg-
acy of our incredible history 
and bring new and exciting 
ways to worship for our com-
munity.”

The weekend celebration 
continued Saturday, Nov. 13 
with a special reception for 
benefactors of the temple and 
past presidents which was 
followed by a Havdalah ser-
vice and special program in 
which Rabbi Eger spoke about 
“Widening the Tent: Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion in 
Reform Jewish History.” 
Rabbi Eger outlined the his-
tory and future of the Reform 
Movement’s efforts to foster 
diverse, equitable, and inclu-
sive communities through 
ritual and policy. From gender 
diversity to LGBTQ inclusion, 
support for interfaith fami-
lies and Jews and people of 
color, the Movement has come 
a long way from its found-
ing, even as we look towards 
a future made stronger by our 
differences.

Rabbi Max Chaiken installed 
as rabbi at Temple Emanuel of 
Andover

Rabbi Max Chaiken



2Life operates on the belief 
that all seniors should have the 
opportunity to live a full life of 
connection and purpose in a 
dynamic, supportive environ-
ment and is always working to 
expand the mission. 

The latest effort is an expan-
sion at Golda Meir House in 
Newton, which will add 57 
one-bedroom and 11 two-bed-
room apartments, resulting in 
a total of 267 residences on 
the campus. Nine of the new 
apartments are designated for 
chronically homeless individu-
als, with supportive services 
provided by Hearth, Inc. in col-
laboration with 2Life staff. 

The new and existing build-
ings will be connected, and a 
new fully accessible entrance 
from an expanded parking lot 
will be added. 

“We are thrilled to be able 
to expand the wonderful 
Golda community,” said 2Life 
Communities President and 
CEO, Amy Schectman. “This is 
the result of exemplary support 
on the city, state, and federal 
levels. The expansion is also 
one of the first HUD Section 
202 projects in the country to 
close and start construction in 
over 10 years. 

“Golda’s recently renovat-
ed dining room, gym, library, 
computer center, and beauti-
ful courtyard, in addition to 
our extraordinary staff, provide 
vital connection and support 
to both the current and future 
community residents.” 

The Section HUD 202 pro-
gram provides interest-free 

capital advances to finance 
supportive senior housing and 
provide rent subsidies to make 
the apartments affordable to 
very low-income seniors. 

The project is the result 
of extraordinary collabora-
tion. “2Life Communities’ 
expansion of the Golda Meir 
House in Newton is a victory 
for affordable housing advo-
cates and the senior commu-
nity alike, offering dignity and 
respect to seniors as they age,” 
said U.S. Representative Jake 
Auchincloss of Newton. “I look 
forward to a continued partner-
ship with 2Life Communities as 
I champion affordable housing 
in Congress.” 

Newton Mayor Ruthanne 
Fuller also applauded the 
effort. “There were many mov-
ing pieces, and we are so glad 
we could help get it over the 
finish line,” said Fuller. “I’m 
proud that the Community 
Preservation Act and HOME 
funds from the City of Newton 
are supporting this project.” 

2Life Communities has 
launched a fundraising cam-
paign to support community 
services that will be integral to 
the expansion. Core to all 2Life 
Communities are the elements 
to foster community connec-
tions that directly combat the 
growing public health crisis of 
social isolation, loneliness, and 
economic insecurity among 
older adults. 

“2Life doesn’t just build 
buildings, we make sure those 
buildings meet the social and 
emotional needs of every resi-

dent,” explained Rob Gifford, 
who cochairs the fundraising 
campaign with past 2Life board 
president Donna Kalikow. 

The Golda Expansion project 
is made possible by the private-
public partnership between 

2Life, the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development, MassHousing, 
the Massachusetts Department 
of Housing and Community 
Development, the City of 
Newton, Wells Fargo, the 

Weinberg Foundation, and 
Farnsworth Trust to ensure 
affordability for a range of 
incomes. 

To learn more, visit 2life-
communities.org.
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2Life Communities begins expansion at Golda Meir House in Newton
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Skane wrote that footage 
from the day before proved 
inconclusive. No one from 
maintenance or the night clean-
ers saw the swastika. 

Skane said it was unclear 
when it had been drawn or how 
long it had been there. Skane 
said the middle school conduct-
ed assemblies “to educate the 
HRMS population on the his-
tory and meaning of a swastika, 
as most do not appear to know 
the full meaning behind it.”

“We are very proud of the stu-
dents who sought out a trusted 

adult to report it,” Dana said 
in her statement. It’s the kind 
of behavior school officials had 
been encouraging, she added. 
The middle school planned 
“team meetings to educate stu-
dents about the significance of 
the swastika and what it sym-
bolizes, both from a historical 
perspective and in a modern 
context, using content from the 
Anti-Defamation League.” Dana 
said the school will continue 
to offer counseling through its 
social workers.

“It’s obviously very upsetting 

and disappointing,” said Dr. 
Dutrochet “Dee” Djoko, chair of 
the Danvers Human Rights and 
Inclusion Committee. He noted 
that the committee, which was 
formerly called the Danvers 
Committee for Diversity, was 
formed in 1998 as a result of 
antisemitic graffiti in a school. 

“This is not new,” he said 
of such incidents. He said this 
should be a call to action for 
parents, teachers and residents. 
“This should really give us more 
energy to do something about 
it. It just gives me more resolve.”

In his report, Skane said he 
watched three hours of camera 
footage from Nov. 8, the day the 
first set of graffiti was discov-
ered. He spotted 31 students 
who went into the bathroom 
for extended periods of time. 
With the help of the assistant 
principal, all 31 were identi-
fied and interviewed, but none 
took responsibility. Police used 
handwriting  samples and a 
unique feature of the writing to 
identify a student.

Assistant Principal Patrick 
Hamilton conducted a second 
interview with a boy in part 
because the student was under 
12 and could not be charged 
criminally. The student admit-
ted to writing the graffiti after 
finding a Sharpie on the ground. 
“He stated … he got the sayings 
that he wrote on the wall off the 
Internet,” the report said.

The student’s father was 
notified for a follow-up meet-
ing.  The student will not face 
criminal charges because of his 
young age, but will be disci-
plined according to the school’s 
student handbook and receive 
further assistance from school 

staff, Skane wrote.
The town has been dealing 

with fallout from a Boston Globe 
report of an interview with an 
unnamed hockey player on the 
2019-2020 team regarding alle-
gations of racist and homopho-
bic hazing in the locker room 
along with an offensive group 
chat.

Concern about the team’s 
conduct came to the attention 
of school officials after reports 
some senior hockey players 
displayed a Trump 2020 flag at 
the head of a senior graduation 
“rolling rally” on June 11. 

No criminal charges were 
filed. A police investigation 
report found the behavior “dis-
tasteful and offensive,” but it did 
not rise to the level of criminal 
activity. The school’s investiga-
tion found no evidence coaches 
were aware of what was going 
on. The former hockey coach, 
police Sgt. Steve Baldassare, 
who heads up the department’s 
community relations/juvenile 
division, was put on leave, rein-
stated and later resigned with-
out an explanation.

School officials have said they 
put in place anti-bias workshops 
for players, required hockey 
coaches to take courses on bull-
ing, hazing and inappropriate 
behaviors, and took unknown 
action toward employees and 
students, actions they said they 
were not allowed to describe.

However, the extent of what 
was alleged was redacted in 
reports and only described in 
broad-brush terms by school 
officials, who said the need for 
secrecy was due to legal privacy 
concerns for minor students 

and staff.
This caused an uproar among 

some residents and officials over 
a perceived lack of transparency 
and accountability. Some called 
for the superintendent to resign. 
School officials, who said they 
were not trying to sweep things 
under the rug, later admitted 
their communication with the 
community “fell short.”

“I’m concerned about that, 
what happened with the hockey 
team,” said Rabbi Alison Adler 
of Temple B’nai Abraham of 
Beverly, whose temple includes 
members from Danvers. “I 
don’t have a word for that,” 
she said about the alleged con-
duct, but added, of the school 
officials response, “They didn’t 
handle it well … They didn’t do 
it out in the open.” She said it’s 
important leaders do whatever 
they can to deal with such situ-
ations. 

“It’s not clear who has really 
been held accountable,” she 
said. Adler said she has met with 
some Danvers teenagers who 
told her whatever the adults are 
trying to do is ineffective. 

Rob Leshin, a Precinct 5 Town 
Meeting member and a member 
of the board of B’nai Abraham, 
said he attended a portion of a 
recent School Committee meet-
ing at which the superintendent 
was asked to resign. 

“My take was the leader-
ship, especially the School 
Committee, were convinced 
they had done XYZ,” he said. 
However, the committee did not 
seem to grasp how alarming the 
allegations were and seemed to 
be unprepared for these types 
of conversations. “They just 
weren’t getting it. They weren’t 
grasping the gravity of it at all.”

“They have to come out 
full force, full transparency, 
what happened,” Leshin said. 
Sometimes it takes a big event 
to cause change, and he said 
some parents were pleased 
with the administration’s quick 
response to the initial swastika 
incident at the middle school. 

Meanwhile, the Lappin 
Foundation has planned 
an Intergenerational 
Holocaust Symposium for 
Danvers. According to Deborah 
Coltin, executive director of 
the foundation, six sessions are 
planned for 25 high school stu-
dents and 25 adults in January 
and February. 

Second swastika incident again puts Danvers in the spotlight; police 
identify minor as suspect in first incident  
from page 1
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Elegant Independent and  
Assisted Living, with  

Exceptional Alzheimer’s Care 

92 West Street, Wilmington, MA. Just off I-93 at Exit 38.

978-988-2300  •  WindsorPlaceOfWilmington.com

WINDSOR PLACE
O F  W I L M I N G T O N

An Assisted Living Residence

W

Try us...you’ll love us! Enjoy the
food and activities. Just relax! 

Ask about our

30 DAY 

TRIAL STAY

Pesach Sameach!

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246

Happy 
Hanukkah!

Wishing your 
family peace 
and light this 

holiday season.

Independent, Assisted & 
Memory Care Living

224 Salem Street, Swampscott
781-619-3401

residencevinninsquare.com

“Today we were 
extremely concerned 
that another incident 
of antisemitic graffiti 

occurred when a 
swastika symbol was 
found in a student 

bathroom. At this time, 
we do not know who did 

this or why.” 
– Danvers 

Superintendent  
Lisa Dana



It’s not too late to  
save a life in Israel this year.

For more than 90 years, American donors have provided vehicles, training, 
and supplies to Israel’s national paramedic and Red Cross service, equipping 
them to treat the sick and injured under the most difficult circumstances and 
to save lives. 

In fact, this past year Magen David Adom’s 30,000 EMTs and paramedics 
have been on the front lines in the fight against coronavirus while also 
contending with terrorist and rocket attacks, riots, car accidents, and other 
threats to Israeli lives. 

If you want to make a real difference in Israel, no other organization has a 
greater impact on its people than Magen David Adom. 

Make an end-of-year donation at 
afmda.org/saving-lives-2021
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For tickets, call 561-668-2059 or visit levisjcc.org/sandler

Comes Alive at the Levis JCC Sandler Center  
in Boca Raton, Florida!

   Adolph & Rose Levis Jewish Community Center • Phyllis & Harvey Sandler Center • 21050 95th Avenue S., Boca Raton, FL 33428

Join us for a robust season of exciting and engaging programs —   
Literature, Professional Theater, Concerts, Comedy, Film,  

Art, Pottery, Adult University Lectures, and more!

Explore Our New Hybrid Season 2021-2022

Adolph & Rose Levis Jewish Community Center • Phyllis & Harvey Sandler Center

ARTS, CULTURE  
& LEARNING
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H A P P Y  H A N U K K A H
To all our Readers, Advertisers, Donors, Supporters & Friends

By Emily Burack 
JTA 

The only Jewish kicker in the 
NFL for years now, Greg Joseph 
is used to how mentally tax-
ing the position can be. On a 
recent Sunday, he found himself 
in another one of its do-or-die 
situations.

With two seconds left to go 
in a tied game against the divi-
sion-leading Green Bay Packers 
on Nov. 21, Joseph kicked his 
Minnesota Vikings to victory 
with a 29-yard field goal, keep-
ing the team’s playoff hopes 
alive. He was carried off the field 
by his teammates.

Joseph, who attended Jewish 
schools in Florida after immi-
grating from South Africa, said 
he deals with the pressure of 
being a kicker by working on 
having “confidence and faith in 
my abilities.”

“I know on my worst day, 
I’m still good enough, and 
my underlying technique and 
fundamentals are still good 
enough,” he told the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency.

Joseph’s kick Sunday night 
harkened back to a similar 
moment three years ago, when 
he kicked a game-winner for the 
Cleveland Browns in only his 
third game as a pro – hours after 
affixing a mezuzah to the door-
post of his apartment.

Since then, the 27-year-old’s 
career as one of the league’s 
handful of Jewish players has 
been a rollercoaster ride, rang-
ing from the lows of being 
released by multiple teams in 
a year to the highs of a steady 
starting role. This season, he 
is the starting kicker for the 
Minnesota Vikings, making 84 
percent of field goal attempts so 
far on a team trying to claw its 
way to a playoff spot.

Through it all – five teams in 
three years – he has remained 
engaged in the local Jewish 
communities of the cities he has 
traveled through. In Cleveland, 
he showed up to a 5-year-old’s 
birthday party at a Jewish school 
and put up his mezuzah with the 
help of a local Chabad-Lubavitch 
rabbi. Last year on the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers, he joked, “I 
think we had a league-leading 
three Jews on one team” – him-
self, quarterback Josh Rosen and 
offensive lineman Ali Marpet.

“That sense of community, 
no matter where I’ve been, you 
have people reach out and offer 
their support – Shabbat din-
ners, anything you need, home 
cooked meals. … Just all because 
they hear I’m Jewish, which is 
pretty crazy, because they don’t 
even know me that well, and I 
don’t even know them at all,” he 
told JTA. “I’ve always thought 

that’s a cool aspect of the com-
munity and support system that 
it brings.”

NFL kicker might not sound 
like the natural goal for a Jewish 
kid born in South Africa, on a 
continent obsessed with the 
other “football.” His first dream 
was in fact to go pro in soc-
cer – specifically to play for his 
beloved Manchester United 
club, and “follow in David 
Beckham’s footsteps.” (He wore 
a Man United jersey to his post-
game conference this week.)

His family moved from 
Johannesburg to Boca Raton, 
Florida, when he was 7 years 
old. Most of what he remem-
bers of his early childhood in 
South Africa centers around 
Sydenham Shul, the congrega-
tion his family belonged to and 
where he attended day school 
with his two brothers.

“Growing up in South Africa, 
I remember having a pretty 
decent-sized Jewish commu-
nity and going to shul every 
Saturday with my parents,” he 
said. “My whole upbringing is 
pretty based around religion 
and sports, essentially.”

But those two worlds rarely 
overlapped for Joseph in the 
United States, where he attend-
ed the Donna Klein Jewish 
Academy day school until ninth 
grade.

“When my soccer became 
more serious and I played travel 
soccer, I was usually the only 
Jewish kid out there, or one of 
two. And same when I started 
playing football,” he said.

He switched to American 
football extremely late in the 
game – during his senior year 
at American Heritage School in 
Delray Beach, Florida.

In Tennessee, he became 
close with Jewish tight end 
Anthony Firkser, who also 
played in Maccabiah tour-
naments. In the wake of the 
DeSean Jackson antisemitism 
controversy, Joseph participated 
in a panel alongside Firkser and 
other Jewish players Mitch and 
Geoff Schwartz about educating 
NFL players.

Despite the fallout around 
Jackson’s infamous Instagram 
post – in which the then-Phila-
delphia Eagles receiver posted 
quotes attributed to Adolf Hitler 
– Joseph said he never feels sin-
gled out as a Jew in the NFL. The 
support from the Jewish com-
munity he has felt in each of his 
teams’ cities is proof, he said.

But it’s his family, Joseph said, 
that’s the “best support base” he 
has – with their backing coming 
at times in the form of Jewish 
food.

“Probably no one will ever 
beat my grandma’s matzah ball 
soup,” he said.

Photo: Adam Bettcher/Getty Image
Greg Joseph celebrates after kicking a game-winning field goal 
against the Green Bay Packers last month.

From Jewish day 
school to the NFL



Janet Tkachenko, of Swamp-
scott, passed away peacefully 
on Nov. 28, 2021, at the age of 
83. 

Devoted mother of Igor 
and Elrad Tkachenko, cher-
ished grandmother of Daniella 
and Alya Simoun-Tkachenko, 
the loving sister of Sofiya 
Khudisman.

Janet grew up in the former 
USSR, graduated from Odessa 
University, and raised her family 
in Odessa, Ukraine, and later in 
Boston.

She was a senior engineer 
at General Electric for over 30 
years. She loved her job and 
continued working past retire-
ment into her late 70s.

She cherished her time 
spent with family, friends, and 
respected colleagues.

Due to regulation imposed 
by the Coronavirus pandemic, 
services will be private and 
Shiva will not be held.

In lieu of flowers, expres-
sions of sympathy may be made 
in loving memory of Janet to 
Igor Tkachenko, 36 Easton St., 
Allston, MA 02134, or Elrad 
Tkachenko, 254 Lynnway, #10, 
Lynn, MA 01905. For more 
information or to register in the 
online guestbook, visit www.sta-
netskyhymansonsalem.com. 
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Pauline (Sidman) Grand, late 
of Newton, was entered into 
rest on Nov. 8, 2021, after a pro-
longed period of failing health. 

She was the beloved widow 
of the late Bertram Grand. She 
is survived by her dedicated and 
loving son, Russell S. Grand, and 
adored daughter-in-law Marcy 
Grand, both of Salem. She was 
the daughter of the late Philip  
and Bella Sidman, and devoted 
sister of the late Mollie Jordan, 
Evelyn Fisher, Sam Schneider-
man and Mischa Schneiderman. 
She is also survived by close 
friends and some relatives.

Pauline was born in Boston, 
grew up in Dorchester. She 
excelled in her studies and 
attended the Jeremiah Burke 
High School in Boston and went 
on to Simmons College. Her pro-

fessional career started in copy-
writing and public relations. 
In 1952, she married Bertram 
Grand and became a full-time 
housewife and mother on the 
birth of her son, Russell.

Pauline was a meticulous 
homemaker, bookkeeper, party 
planner and social organizer. 
She ran her home neatly and 
was fastidious about her appear-
ance and surroundings. She was 
a wonderful cook and orches-
trated holidays and celebra-
tions, in and out of her home, 
masterfully. 

She enjoyed years of great 
travel, food, music, cultural and 
social events and would never 
pass up a great mah-jongg ses-
sion, bingo game or chance to 
gamble at Foxwoods Casino.

Interment was held at 
the Zviller Cemetery in West 
Roxbury. Donations in Pauline’s 
memory can be made to the 
Grand Family Kiddish Fund 
of the Adams Street Shul, 168 
Adams St., Newton MA 02460.

Pauline (Sidman) Grand, of Newton

Evelyn Handis, of Boca Raton, 
Florida, formerly of Swampscott 
and Salem, passed peacefully 
surrounded by her beloved hus-
band and children on Nov. 27, 
2021. 

Evelyn was born in Lynn in 
1933 to the late Joseph and Ethel 
(Kline) Fishman. 

Left to treasure her memory 
are her beloved husband of 68 
years, Bernard, her son Jeffery 
Handis and Relinie Rosenberg 
of Boca Raton, her daughter 
Beth Salter and John Harris of 
Delray Beach, and her broth-
ers Harvey Fishman and Aaron 
Fishman. She leaves her grand-
children Tamar and Kenneth 
Frieze, Thomas and Tess Salter, 
and Michael and Nina Handis. 

She adored her six great-grand-
children Sloane, Avery and 

Marin Frieze, James and Ronnie 
Salter, and Roma Handis. She 
also leaves many nieces and 
nephews.

Funeral services for Evelyn 
were private. Her final rest-
ing place will be at Sharon 
Memorial Park. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations in Evelyn’s 
memory may be made to The 
Michael J. Fox Foundation for 
Parkinson’s Research, P.O. Box 
5014, Hagerstown, MD 21741-
5014 (www.michaeljfox.org).

Arrangements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. For 
more information or to register 
in the online guestbook, visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsa-
lem.com.  

Evelyn Handis, of Boca Raton, Florida, formerly of Swampscott and Salem

Janet Tkachenko, 83, of Swampscott

Honor your friend or loved one 
with a donation to the Jewish 
Journal. Your gift supports the 
continuity of Jewish life in our 
communities. Donate online at  

www.jewishjournal.org.

LEGACY
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The Jewish Journal prints 
obituaries up to 200 words for 
$150; longer submissions will  

be charged accordingly.  
Paid obituaries will also be 
posted online. Photographs 
cost $36 each. For further 
information, contact your  

local funeral home, or email 
andrew@jewishjournal.org.
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Phillip Robert Simons was 
born on Oct. 13, 1934. He 
passed on Nov. 16, 2021 at 87 
years of age. 

Phil was the beloved husZ-
band of the late Carol (Baker) 
Simons. Devoted father of 
Lori Frank and her fiancé 
Mark McDonald, and Robin 
Kesslen and her husband David 
Kesslen. Cherished grandfa-
ther of Alexis Kesslen, Lindsay 
Kesslen, Joshua Frank and 
his wife Nicole Frank. Loving 
brother of the late Norma 
Hoffman and son of the late 
Henrietta Simons and Nathan 
Simons. Beloved “Unk” of Lisa 
Hoffman. 

Phil grew up in Brighton, 
attended Boston Latin School, 
and graduated from Boston 
University with a bachelor’s 
degree in geology and a mas-
ter’s degree in computer sci-
ence. 

He served his country as a 
second lieutenant in the Army 
during the Korean War and was 
extremely proud of being a vet-
eran.

A graveside service was held 
at Temple Emanu-El Memorial 
Park, 16 Buxton St., Danvers, 
on Nov. 21. In lieu of flowers, 
expressions of sympathy may 
be made in Phil’s memory to 
Friends of Huntley Meadows 
(http://www.friendsofhunt-
leymeadows.org/), or Boston 
Children’s Hospital (https://
secure.childrenshospital.org/). 
Arrangements were handled by 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 
Chapel, Salem. Visit www.sta-
netskyhymansonsalem.com. 

Phillip Robert Simons,
87, formerly of Brighton Gerald Silver, age 85, of 

Peabody and Delray Beach, 
Florida, entered into rest on 
Nov. 22, 2021 in his home.

The son of the late Peter 
and Dorothy (Feingold) Silver 
of Brockton, he was born in 
Taunton and was a graduate 
of Brockton High School. He 
served in the U.S. Air Force 
in London, England, gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University 
of Maryland, and a Master of 
Business Administration degree 
from Northeastern University. 
Prior to moving to Peabody, 
he resided in Chelmsford  for 
22 years and in Nashua, New 
Hampshire for 12 years. In 2009, 
he and his longtime partner, 
Rhonda Fisher, became winter 
“snowbirds” in Florida. 

Silver was a retired Social 
Security Administration admin-
istrator. In his 42-year federal 
career, he worked in the Boston 
regional headquarters and in 
field offices in Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire. He retired 
as a Social Security district man-
ager in Nashua, New Hampshire 
in 1999. Formerly a licensed real 
estate broker in Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire, upon 
retirement he became a self-
employed commercial property 
inspector for commercial banks 
and mortgage companies, and 
conducted risk analyses for 
insurance companies of resi-
dential and commercial prop-
erties. 

Silver was heavily involved in 
civic affairs throughout his life, 
serving on many civic and non-
profit boards in Chelmsford, 
Nashua, and Peabody. He 
was a former trustee of Mine 

Falls Condominium Trust in 
Nashua, New Hampshire, 
Ledgewood Condominium 
Trust in Peabody, and a former 
director of Congregation Sons 
of Israel, also of Peabody. He 
was a Building Captain since 
2009 at their Delray Beach, 
Florida condo association. He 
was formerly involved in The 
Explorers, the Institute for 
Life Long Learning of Salem 
State University on the Board 
of Directors; the Curriculum 
Committee; as facilities manag-
er, as coordinator of the ‘Friday 
Coffee With’ speakers series, 
and as an instructor of courses 
in opera and computers. He 
and his long-time companion 
Rhonda Fisher were avid square 
dancers for many years and 
were former members of the 
Riverside Squares of Danvers. 

In addition to Rhonda 
Fisher, Silver is survived by 
his son Keith and daughter-
in-law Margarita of Salem, his 
daughter Janet and son-in-
law Christopher Stevenson of 
North Reading, his son Gregg 
and daughter-in-law Mynett 
of Prosper, Texas, and grand-
children Eliana Silver, Jack and 
Grace Terranova, and Keaton 
Silver. He was predeceased by 

three brothers, Ronald of Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, Franklin of 
Brockton, and Alan of Enfield, 
Connecticut, and his sister 
Carol Chasalow of Whippany, 
New Jersey. He leaves his fos-
ter son Raymond (and Krystal) 
MacDonald of Vidalia, Georgia, 
their five children, Matthew, 
Felicia, Leeann, Raymond Jr., 
and Richard, and four great-
grandchildren, Kyleigh and 
Hunter West, and Raylyn and 
Scarlet MacDonald. 

A funeral service was held at 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 
Chapel, Salem, on Nov. 26, with 
burial following at Maple Hill 
Cemetery, 98 Canterbury Drive, 
Peabody. In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations in 
Gerald Silver’s name to any of 
the following or to the charity 
of your choice: The American 
Kidney Fund, 11921 Rockville 
Pike, Suite 300, Rockville, MD 
20852 (https://www.kidney-
fund.org); Congregation Sons of 
Israel, P.O. Box 702, Peabody, 
MA 01960 (https://www.csi-
briarcliff.org/donations_csi-
give.html#Funds); or Care 
Dimensions Hospice, 75 Sylvan 
St., Suite B-102, Danvers, MA 
01923 (www.CareDimensions.
org). Visit www.stanetskyhy-
mansonsalem.com. 

Gerald Silver, 85, of Peabody and Delray Beach, Florida



By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

CAMBRIDGE – “Behind 
every great man there’s a great 
woman,” the saying goes. In the 
#MeToo era, amend the say-
ing to refer to a great woman 
like Marie Curie and the great 
woman behind her – one of 
Jewish ancestry, no less. 

Insightful dramatic chroni-
cler Lauren Gunderson (nota-
bly “Silent Sky,” centered on 
unheralded female astrono-
mers) recently focused on the 
friendship between the two-
time Nobel Prize winner (for 
physics with husband Pierre in 
1903 and for chemistry in 1911) 
and major engineering pioneer 

Hertha Ayrton. The result is the 
thoughtful and absorbing two-
character play, “The Half-Life 
of Marie Curie,” now premier-
ing locally at Central Square 
Theater. Two major Greater 
Boston artistic directors – Nora 
Theatre’s Lee Mikeska Gardner 
and Underground Railway 
Theater’s Debra Wise – fittingly 
playing the two giants of sci-
ence.

Gunderson’s incisive 90-min-
ute drama concentrates on 
Ayrton’s emotional support of 
Curie, especially in 1911 as the 
widowed Polish-born scientist 
(Pierre Curie died in 1906) con-
fronts xenophobic press (as in 
the Dreyfus Affair) calling her 
Jewish (she was not, though 

Ayrton suggests she would 
want to be), and accusing her 
of seducing her married French 
lover, physicist Paul Langevin. 
The Nobel Prize judges actually 
recommend that she not accept 
her second prize in person. At 
the same time, Ayrton refers 
to no less than Albert Einstein 
being enraged at her treatment, 
admiring her work and support-
ing her right to appear at the 
awards ceremony.  

Ayrton – originally Phoebe 
Sarah Marks – was born into 
a religious Jewish family in 
England but did not keep the 
faith and took her name from 
an Alexander Swinburne poem.  
Still, she did combat antisemi-
tism and energetically worked 

for the right of women to 
vote in the United Kingdom. 
Throughout the play, Ayrton 
also battles the double standard 
that affects her and Curie as 
female scientists. As the creator 
of the Ayrton fans that protected 
soldiers from chemical gas in 
World War I, she battled resis-
tance for recognition from the 
Royal Society.

The contrast between these 
two important women of sci-
ence proves very striking and 
persuasive. Right from the start, 
Ayrton both speaks and moves 
as a dynamo – dressed in fitting-
ly flamboyant hats and color-
ful outfits by costume designer 
Leslie Held. Held smartly under-
scores Curie’s anxious state and 
reserved demeanor in compara-
tively severe attire. While Curie 
fears losing her funding and 
research laboratory, Ayrton ral-

lies her on, saying “I love a bat-
tle. We’re here for the long haul.” 
She also calls Curie “the most 
brilliant scientist in the world.” 

Most crucially, Ayrton per-
suades Curie to spend quality 
time at her garden-rich summer 
house in England and enjoy the 
nearby waters. Elizabeth Cahill’s 
sound design and Whitney 
Brady-Guzman’s lighting add 
significantly to this pivotal stay. 
Gunderson may be imagining 
their revealing banter, but clear-
ly Ayrton succeeds in reviving 
the wonder and inner strength 
Curie fears she has lost. All is not 
calm, though; as Ayrton wisely 
warns Curie against continuing 
to carry around the pendant of 
her discovered radium (the over-
contact with radiation would 
eventually kill her in 1934). Even 
so, Curie contends that Ayrton 
has effectively “saved my life.”

Under the sharp direction 
of Bryn Boice (an all-women 
“Julius Caesar” among her cred-
its), Gardner and Wise bring 
the two scientific explorers 
and close friends to vivid life. 
Gardner artfully moves insecure 
and conflicted Curie to real con-
fidence and a new-found cel-
ebration of the wonders of life 
and the Earth. Her performance 
is a natural wonder itself. 

Wise has all of Ayrton’s fire 
and feistiness. She also captures 
her undying support for Curie. 
Wise has announced she is retir-
ing as Underground Railway’s 
artistic director, but Hub audi-
ences will certainly continue to 
enjoy her gifts as a very expres-
sive actress.

Ayrton calls Curie “a mas-
terpiece.” Gunderson’s insight-
ful play – particularly thanks to 
Gardner and Wise – makes both 
women deserving of such high 
praise.  

“The Half-Life of Marie 
Curie” produced by The Nora 
Theatre Company at Central 
Square Theater in Cambridge 
runs through Dec. 12. Purchase 
in-person and digital tickets at 
www.centralsquaretheater.org.
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Photo: Nile Scott Studios
Lee Mikeska Gardner (foreground) and Debra Wise in “The Half-Life 
of Marie Curie” at Central Square Theater.  

The yin and yang of two pioneering female scientists 
forms riveting play in Cambridge
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Ayrton did combat 
antisemitism and 

energetically worked 
for the right of women 
to vote in the United 

Kingdom.
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Rabbi David Meyer of Temple Emanu-El in Marblehead, left, says 
the blessing for the lighting of the menorah with Chabad of the 
North Shore’s Rabbi Yossi Lipsker. The celebration took place at 
Swampscott’s Chabad Lubavitch of the North Shore’s Run-A-Latke 
Family Fun 5K on Sunday, Nov. 28. The event drew a throng of run-
ners to the Burrill Street shul. The event marked the first night of 
Hanukkah. Outside of the shul, people listened to klezmer music, 
schmoozed and sampled latkes. The event was organized by Allie 
Vered.



Во вторник, 28 
декабря в 8 вечера, 
Бостонский Клуб 
С а м о д е я т е л ь н о й 
Песни “Посиделки”  
(www.kspboston.org)
приглашает детей и 
взрослых на музы-
кально-поэтическую 
встречу “Выворот 
Нашиворот” с дет-
ским поэтом Еленой 
Липатовой и бардом 
Ириной Барской. 
Елена Липатова — поэт, прозаик, переводчик, 
автор тринадцати книг стихов и прозы для детей 
и подростков, лауреат многих литературных 
премий, а ее новая книга “Карандашные 
Истории” вошла в пятерку лучших детских книг 
конкурса К.Чуковского (2021). Музыкальную 
версию сказки придумала и озвучила Ирина 
Барская. Ирина – автор и исполнитель песен на 
стихи детских поэтов.

“Выворот Нашиворот” – это увлекатель-
ная история о том,  как очень серьезный писатель 

под влиянием своей 
пишущей машинки 
превратился в очень 
несерьезного пи- 
сателя, и вместе  
они насочиняли много 
веселых стихов. 

Дети будут по- 
могать поэту и 
примут участие 
в музыкальном 
испол-  нении 
стихов. В программе 
также песни, раз-

влекательные игры в слова и рифмы. 
Программа рассчитана на детей от  

4 до 9+ лет.
Объявление о программе “Выворот 

Нашиворот” будет размещено за неделю до 
дня встречи на сайте www.kspboston.org.

После встречи желающие могут остаться и 
послушать песни в исполнении членов клуба, а 
также самим спеть под гитару. 

Вход свободный по Zoom линку на 
вышеуказанном сайте.
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Ханука началась вечером 
28-ноября и закончится ве- 
чером 6 декабря.

Читатель Русской Хроники, 
конечно же, знает, что 
появление праздника связано с 
победой еврейских повстанцев 
под руководством Маккавеев 
над греческими оккупантами 
в 164 г. до н.э. Но освящен он  
историей еврейского народа  
не только и не столько этой  
военной, физической победой 
евреев. Он в первую очередь 
посвящен Б-жественному чуду, 
явленному в освобожденном 
Маккавеями Храме.

И ежегодно евреи, зажигая 
свечи в своих ханукальных 
светильниках, вновь и вновь 
переживают случившееся 
более двух тысячелетий назад, 
как происходящее “здесь и 
сейчас” – вместе с воинами, 
освобождают оскверненный 
Храм, ищут и находят горшочек 
с неоскверненным маслом 
для храмового светильника – 
меноры, которого хватило бы 
только на один день горения. 
И словно на наших глазах 
свершается чудо – огонь в 
меноре горел целых восемь 

дней, необходимых для того, 
чтобы священнослужители 
приготовили новые запасы 
масла и заново освятили 
Храм. Именно тогда мудрецы 
постановили, что, начиная с 25 
числа месяца Кислев, восемь 
дней в будущих поколениях 
будут днями веселья и радости. 
Так был установленa Ханука.

Но привычное нам 
осознание Хануки именно 
как Праздника Огней пришло   
уже в новую эру. И для Хануки, 
как и всего народа, это была 
действительно новая и горькая 
эра, новая и трагическая эпоха.

Независимое государство 
иудеев, возникшее после 
победы Маккавеев, давно 
перестало существовать, 
Иудея вновь оказалась под 
властью чужеземцев – Рима. 
Иерусалимский Храм лежал 
в руинах. И, наконец, попытка 
повторить подвиг времен 
Маккавеев – антиримское 
восстание закончилась для 
евреев чудовищным разгромом 
и рассеянием оставшихся. В 
результате праздник Хануки 
в его прежнем значении как 
праздник победы потерял 

всякий смысл. Существовал 
лишь один путь, который 
позволил бы сохранить Хануку 
для следующих поколений 
– найти в привычном тот 
скрытый смысл, который 
объединил бы всех евреев 
рассеяния, их cердца общей 
высокой и спасительной  
идеей в условиях потери 
национальной независимости 
и изгнания. И мудрецы 
Талмуда “напомнили” евреям 
о полузабытом чуде с 
маслом. Так храмовый огонь 
из времен Маккавеев вновь 
вспыхнул в каждой меноре 
еврейских домов и в мир 
вошла Ханука Праздником 
Огней, праздником, который 
напоминает нам, что в 
каждой жизненной невзгоде 
надо искать скрытый огонь 
освобождения духа из тьмы 
отчаяния.

И мы согласно древней  
традиции выставляем 
горящую ханукию на 
подоконник, чтобы Светом, 
спасенным в глубине времен 
и прошедшим сквозь времена, 
светить в окружающий нас 
темный мир. 

n this week’s issue of the 
Journal’s Russian Chronicle, 
we explain the history of 
Hanukkah and wish our read-
ers “happy holidays.” 

We also include informa-
tion about a literary-musical 
program for children featuring 
a local poet and a local song-
writer.

English Summary

7 WilloW St., lynn 
781-599-5900

447 BroadWay, ChelSea 
617-884-3524
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Елена Липатова Ирина Барская
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праздников и Нового Года, 
книжный магазин Books 
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большой выбор детских и 
взрослых книг на русском 
языке, красочно оформленные 
подарочные новогодние 
издания, а также настольные 
игры. Для читателей Русской 
Хроники магазин предлагает 
10% скидку.

Адрес магазина: 128 
Pleasant St., Marblehead. Книги 
также можно заказать и на 
интернете: www.russianbook-
susa.com. 
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LISTEN TO COMMUNITY LEADER  
JIM SHAINKER AND GUESTS
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The North Chamber of 
Commerce named Rudolph 
Friedmann LLP managing 
partner James Rudolph a 2021 
Distinguished Leader at its 
102nd Annual Dinner, which 
featured keynote speaker 
Governor Charlie Baker. The 
Distinguished Leaders award 
was created 10 years ago to rec-
ognize professionals who are 
making a significant impact on 
the North Shore through their 
leadership, creativity and inno-
vation, and proven economic 
and social endeavors.  

An experienced business 
attorney, Jim is a longtime, active 
member of the Chamber and 
has served on the organization’s 
Board of Directors since 2009. 
His work throughout the North 
Shore includes serving as a trust-
ee for more than 20 years of the 
Governor’s Academy (currently 
as Board vice president) and 
serving as a member of both the 
Swampscott (chairman for six 
years) and Marblehead Zoning 
Boards of Appeal. Jim also served 
three terms as a Selectman for 
the town of Swampscott, is a for-
mer commissioner and trustee 
of the Essex National Heritage 
Commission, and past presi-
dent and a board member of 
the Jewish Rehabilitation Center 
for the Aged of the North Shore. 
Throughout his profession-
al career, Jim has chaired and 

served as a director, trustee or 
member of numerous boards 
and committees and his lead-
ership roles extend beyond 
the North Shore. He is a for-
mer New England Chair for the 
Anti-Defamation League and is 
currently co-chair of the ADL 
Board of Overseers. He is also 
on the Advisory Board of the 
Massachusetts Commission 
Against Discrimination and on 
the Board of Directors of the 
Massachusetts Restaurant 
Association. Additionally, Jim 
is past president and long-
time member of the board 
of Associated Builders and 
Contractors. 

North Chamber of Commerce  
honors James Rudolph

James Rudolph
Local businessman, Alan 

D. Kline, president of Lynn 
Ladder and Scaffolding was 
awarded the William T. Ayers 
Founders award at the Scaffold 
Access Industry Association’s 
recent meeting that was held in 
Cincinnati.

The national association was 
founded in California in 1974 
to promote scaffolding safe-
ty and when spreading out to 
the East Coast, Lynn Ladder & 
Scaffolding was one of its first 
New England regional mem-
bers. The Ayers Founder award is 
given annually by the executive 
committee to the board mem-
ber who has distinguished him-
self or herself through promo-
tion, support, and devotion to 
the association’s programs. With 
more than 10 years on the asso-
ciation’s board of directors, Mr. 
Kline is their liaison with both 
the Massachusetts Department 
of Labor and Industries and 
New England Region One OSHA 
offices.

Kline receives Ayers 
Founders Award

Alan D. Kline

Photo: Topher Cox
“Brighter Revealed” is an illuminated Hanukkah mobile art display 
by artists Tova Speter and Emily Bhargava focused on sharing the 
light and vibrancy we each have to offer. Commissioned by JArts 
and incorporating artwork created by students and local partners 
throughout the Greater Boston area, this large-scale beacon will 
reveal the inner strength and bright spirit contained within our com-
munity. It will be shown at the Epstein Hillel School in Marblehead 
on Dec. 3, from 1:30-3 p.m. 

JArts Hanukkah display comes to  
Hillel on Dec. 3
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Your tax-deductible gift 

helps keep our  
publication free. 

Donate now online, at 
www.jewishjournal.org, 

or mail your gift to  
The Jewish Journal, 

P.O. Box 2089, 
Salem, MA 01970,  

or by calling 
978-745-4111.

The Jewish Journal will print 
your news at no charge: 

birth announcements, 
engagements, weddings, job 

promotions, and other  
simchas. Submissions are sub-

ject to editing for style and 
length. Send your news to  
rosenberg@jewishjournal.

org, subject “People.”
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Please mail your tax-deductible donation to:

THE JEWISH JOURNAL
P.O. BOX 2089 

SALEM, MA 01970
Or you may donate online at www.jewishjournal.org, or by phone at 978-745-4111 x101.

Please consider donating $54 (just $1.04  
per week), the sum of what it costs us to  
provide you with a year’s worth of Jewish  
news and content.
At present, the Journal receives donations from less than 20 
percent of its readers. If you are able, please consider sending a 
larger donation in the envelope inserted in this paper.

Since 1977, the Jewish Journal has been delivered to our readers 
free of charge. We send papers to 85 cities in Massachusetts and 
to 20 other states. It is hard to believe we send out close to half a 
million papers every year!

Help us continue to create and deliver a community paper of 
which we are all proud. All donors will be recognized in a future 
issue of the Journal. We thank you in advance.

 Steven A. Rosenberg Johanna Matloff
 Editor and Publisher President, Board of Overseers
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Arthur Epstein and Bryna Litchman & Ralph and Linda Epstein

Wishing you 
a happy and healthy 

Hanukkah
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By Rabbi Michael Schwartz

I feel a little bit sorry for the holiday 
of Hanukkah. Sure, it’s popular with 
kids … but perhaps only because of 

the presents and latkes. Yes, it’s among 
the most well-known Jewish holidays 
among non-Jews … but this may be due 
to its tag-along-to-Christmas timing 
and commercialization. In Israel, the 
holiday has long been used to build the 
can-do ideology of the early Zionists 
who embraced the Hanukkah story as 
a celebration of Jewish military might 
and use of clever scrappiness to over-
come difficult circumstances. 

Hanukkah remains a minor holiday. 
It doesn’t merit a day off from work, 
like Shabbat, Passover, Shavuot, Sukkot, 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Aside 
from lighting candles each evening, 
there is little Jewish ritual to perform. 
Like Purim, Hanukkah is post-biblical 
so you won’t find its story in the Torah. 
Unlike Purim, however, whose holiday 
book – the Book of Esther – is at least 
included in the Tanach biblical canon, 
Hanukkah’s Book of Maccabees is NOT 
found on our traditional holy book 
shelf.

The spiritual value of Hanukkah is 
not obvious. It takes some “unwrap-
ping” to get to the great spiritual mes-
sage and gifts of profound meaning that 
Hanukkah, the holiday, gives us.

One of these Hanukkah “gifts” is relat-
ed to the Rabbis’ comment (Shabbat 
23b) that “one who is consistent in 
lighting candles will have wise children, 
as it says ‘For the commandments are a 
lamp and the Torah is a light (Proverbs 
6:23)’.”  

What is the connection between 

lighting candles and raising successful, 
moral children?

My friend Rabbi Paul Arberman, who 
once lived in Modi’in – where the revolt 
of the Maccabees started – pointed out 
to me Rashi’s commentary that stresses 
the Talmud is not talking about light-
ing just any old candles. It’s talking 
about performing the mitzvah of light-
ing Shabbat and Hanukkah candles. 

Rabbi Leibel Lamm explains that a 
child who is raised in a warm family, 
a family full of light, will be able to see 
light in the world all around and in the 
eyes of others.

Rabbi Arberman told me a story to 
illustrate the point: A young lady who 
grew up in the desert went to Tel Aviv 
for the first time in her life to visit her 
friend who lived there.  They saw the 
whole big city from Neve Tzedek to 
Shenkin Street and more. At sundown, 

they found themselves in Dizengoff 
center, surrounded by crowds, speed-
ing cars, and honking buses. Suddenly, 
the friend from the desert stopped and 
looked up into the sky.  

The city friend worried. Maybe all 
the noise, and bustle, was too much for 
her friend accustomed to the quiet and 
slow pace of the desert. Was she grow-
ing dizzy from all the tall buildings and 
excitement?

“I think I can hear the chirp of a 
beautiful yellow bird,” said the first 
friend. Sure enough, they spotted a yel-
low bird on a balcony far above them.  
The city girl was shocked: “How in the 
world did you manage to pick out that 
weak little birdcall amidst all this crazi-
ness and noise?!”

Rather than answer above the noise, 
the desert friend took a shekel from her 
pocket and dropped it on the sidewalk 
beside a line of people at a nearby bus 
stop. Instantly, all heads turned and 

looked for the bouncing coin.
She explained: “That coin made 

no more noise than the bird chirping. 
These people have come to the city to 
acquire money, and so they hear even 
the faintest sound of a coin dropping. I 
grew up in the desert. I’m accustomed 
to listen to the sounds of birds chirp-
ing. Even now when I am in a foreign 
environment, I can hear the sound of a 
bird chirping even though it is very faint 
and threatened.”

Similarly, when a child … and us 
adults too … sees the flames of the can-
dles that burn in her home each Friday 
night and every night of Hanukkah, it 
becomes a part of who she is and how 
she sees the world.  Some people have 
the custom of lighting a Shabbat can-
dle and a Hanukkah menorah (a “cha-
nukia”) for each person in the home. 
The child thus learns that ‘one of those 
flames represents ME!’ 

As proverbs 20:27 teaches: “The can-
dle of God is the soul of a person – Ner 
HaShem nishmat adam.” 

The same candle that illuminates our 
home is the flame that motivates the 
child – and us adults – to spread light 
to others.  

When we go out into the world 
(which can be a dark and confusing 
place) may we see the light in the eyes 
of others even if the flash is small and 
the glow is weak. May our children and 
may we relate to every other human as 
a candle of God. 

Chag urim sameach – Have a happy 
Festival of Lights!

Rabbi Michael Schwartz is the spiritu-
al leader of Temple Sinai in Marblehead. 

Spread the light on Hanukkah

Rabbi Michael Schwartz

“I think I can hear the chirp of 
a beautiful yellow bird,” said 
the first friend. Sure enough, 
they spotted a yellow bird on 
a balcony far above them. The 
city girl was shocked: “How in 
the world did you manage to 

pick out that weak little birdcall 
amidst all this craziness and 

noise?!”
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By Rabbi Marc Baker

One of my closest friends 
always says (in the name 
of his father): The bad 

times happen on their own, so, 
when we have an occasion to 
celebrate, we need to work extra 
hard to make the joy happen. 
In our community, the phrase 
“making simchas (joyous occa-
sions) happen” has become a 
sort of mantra for many of us. 

When the Talmud explains the 
origins of Hanukkah, it describes 
the Maccabees’ victory over the 
Greeks and the miracle of the 
oil. As part of their campaign to 
crush the Jewish spirit and wipe 
out Jewish culture and prac-
tice, the Greeks had defiled the 
Temple, making ritual practice 
in the Jews’ holiest place of wor-
ship impossible. The oil would 
be used to relight the menorah 
in the Temple as part of its puri-
fication and rededication. 

After its description of what 
happened that first year of 
Hanukkah, the Talmud explains 
how it became a holiday for all 
times: “The next year the Sages 
instituted [eight] festive days 
with the recitation of Hallel 
[a joyous, celebratory festi-
val prayer] and special prayers 
of thanksgiving.” This seems 
like a straightforward, histori-
cal explanation for why we are 
required to say these prayers as 
part of our Hanukkah celebra-
tion today. The experience of the 
original miracle led to the cre-
ation of a holiday which requires 

certain rituals of joy and thanks-
giving. 

However, in classic mystical 
fashion, later Jewish spiritual 
masters have read this line of 
Talmud differently and flipped 
the sequence around. According 
to this reading, in every gen-
eration, we have the power 
and responsibility to celebrate, 
rejoice, and express gratitude. 
When we do, every one of us 
has the power to recreate the 
Hanukkah festival and to help 
bring a sense of the miraculous 
into our world. 

According to this reading, 
Hanukkah is not just an event 
from the past that we are com-

memorating when we light can-
dles, sing songs, or eat potato 
latkes each year. When we gather 
in joy and celebration, when we 
bring light into a dark world, we 
are, in a sense, making miracles 
happen again, in our time and 
in our world. This is a powerful 
message about human agency 
and responsibility, and about the 
power of expressing gratitude 
and joy. 

It has been a long 21 months 
since COVID began and I will not 
recount the many other inter-
secting crises that continue to 
plague us on top of the pan-
demic. Many of us thought, or at 
least hoped, that our emergence 

from COVID would be faster and 
more linear than it has been, 
which leaves us with added 
frustrations of unmet expecta-
tions and continued unknow-
ing. On top of the enormity of 
the local and global challenges 
we face, this can be exhausting 
and even demoralizing. Even 
some of us who are blessed – as 
I am – to wake up every day and 
do incredibly meaningful work 
with extraordinary people, might 
wonder how long our oil is going 
to last. 

Perhaps there is a lesson in 
the spiritual rereading of the 
Talmudic source for Hanukkah. 
Precisely when the challenges 

feel so great, and when we might 
be feeling least energized or moti-
vated to celebrate, our Jewish tra-
dition gives us the response: You 
need to make the joy happen! 
Each of us will do this in our 
own ways, but the impact will 
be like the candles of a menorah 
that multiply and magnify light. 
Our families and communities 
– and our world – will feel the 
collective energy of our gratitude 
radiating through our literal and 
metaphorical windows, and the 
impact will be nothing short 
of miraculous. We are not just 
remembering Hanukkah – we are 
creating it. 

I hope all of us seize oppor-
tunities to make joy happen this 
year, including being present for 
all the public candle-lighting cer-
emonies and celebratory gather-
ings we are able to attend. I saw 
so many of you at our commu-
nity menorah lighting at the New 
England Holocaust Memorial, 
hosted by CJP and JCRC, and co-
sponsored by a number of our 
community partners. This was a 
powerful showing of Jewish pride 
as we partnered with allies and 
civic leaders to shine a light on 
antisemitism. It also served as 
a chance for us to create joy 
and light together for the City of 
Boston and the world to see. I 
encourage you to keep the light 
shining long after Hanukkah 
ends. We need it.

Rabbi Marc Baker is the 
president of Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies. 

Making joy happen

Rabbi Marc Baker spins the dreidel on Hanukkah.



Chag Sameach
Warm and Bright Wishes for a Happy Hanukkah

Karen and David Rosenberg
Shelby,  Amanda, Whitney and Andrew
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By Penny Schwartz
KVELLER

When “Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins” was 
first published 32 years ago, the picture book, 
written by Eric A. Kimmel and illustrated by the 

late Trina Schart Hyman, delighted scores of Jewish chil-
dren and garnered a prestigious Caldecott honor award 
in 1989. In print ever since, “Hershel and the Hanukkah 
Goblins” – about a Jewish wanderer in the Old World who 
outwits evil goblins and saves Hanukkah for the villagers 
– has become a classic.

Now, with the publication of “Shield of the Maccabees: 
A Hanukkah Graphic Novel,” Kimmel, who’s penned 
more than 150 books, is taking a new spin on his beloved 
holiday, reshaping his masterful storytelling for the newer 
comic-style genre that is so popular for older readers and 
teens.

“Shield of the Maccabees,” is a collaborative effort with 
Dov Smiley, a Jewish educator who’s written and illus-
trated several Jewish-themed graphic novels and comic 
books (including “Jewish Holiday Comics” and “The Book 
of Jonah”).

It’s one of eight engaging and lively new books for 
Hanukkah, the eight-day Festival of Lights. These assorted 
new titles cover kids of all ages – that’s one for every night 
of Hanukkah, plus the shamash, the helper candle that 
lights the others on the menorah. 

1. “Hello Hanukkah”
By Susan S. Novich Kar-Ben; ages 1-4

The littlest ones in the family can learn to count and 
recognize colors by lighting the Hanukkah menorah 
with a young badger who celebrates Hanukkah along 
with an orange-crowned feathered friend. Who knew 
the hoopoe is Israel’s national bird?

2. “My Hanukkah Book of Opposites”
By Tammar Stein; illustrated by Juliana Perdomo PJ 

Publishing; ages 1-4
Young kids celebrate the Festival of Lights in this 

colorful board book with Hanukkah-themed opposites. 
Up and down are illustrated with a dreidel spinning and 
falling down. It’s dark outside the house, but inside it’s 
light, with a boy standing next to the lit menorah. The 
book also features a diverse array of Jewish children.

3. “Baby Loves Angular Momentum on Hanukkah!”
By Ruth Spiro; illustrated by Irene Chan Charlesbridge;  

ages baby-3
In what may be the first Hanukkah-themed board 

book that centers on STEM topics, kids get the basics 
on what makes the dreidel spin (torque) and fall down 
(gravity). It’s the latest installment in the “Baby Loves 
Science” series. 

4. “Larry’s Latkes”
By Jenna Waldman; illustrated by Ben Whitehouse 

Apples & Honey Press;  ages 4-8
Every Hanukkah, a lovable crocodile named Big Larry 

(think Big Bird but in a green, lizard-like form) serves 
up the perfect fried potato latkes at his food truck. But 
when Larry skips the potatoes in his Grandma Golda 
Gator’s traditional recipe and tries beets, kale, peaches 
and tomatillos fresh from the farmer’s market, his new 
versions just don’t measure up to the delicious, tradi-
tional ones. Will it take a miracle to get latkes just right 
for his big Hanukkah party? Jenna Waldman’s delight-
ful, rhyming Hanukkah romp is enlivened with Ben 
Whitehouse’s large and bright illustrations.

5. “Red and Green and Blue and White”
By Lee Wind; illustrated by Paul O. Zelinsky Levine 

Querido;  ages 4-7
In this uplifting story by Lee Wind that’s illustrated 

by Caldecott-winning artist Paul O. Zelinsky, two best 
friends – Isaac, who is Jewish, and Teresa, who is 
Christian – look forward to celebrating their winter 

holidays. But when someone smashes the window dis-
playing a Hanukkah menorah at Isaac’s home, Teresa’s 
touching sign of friendship and courage sparks an 
unlikely community-wide show of support for Isaac’s 
Jewish family. The fictional tale is based on the inspiring 
true story from Billings, Montana, in 1993 that made 
headlines across the country.

6. “The Three Latkes”
By Eric A. Kimmel; illustrated by Feronia Parker-Thomas 

Kar-Ben; ages 4-8
Yes, beloved author Eric A. Kimmel has not one but 

two new Hanukkah books this season! In this humor-
ous Hanukkah tale, three colorful cartoon-like potato 
latkes ask the household cat which tastes the best: the 
red latke, the yellow latke or the gold latke, each made 
with different kinds of potatoes. What will the clever cat 
decide? The ending may surprise you! Kimmel’s simple 
storytelling comes to life with Feronia Parker-Thomas’ 
animated, colorful illustrations.

7. “Shield of the Maccabees: A Hanukkah Graphic 
Novel”

By Eric A. Kimmel; art by Dov Smiley Apples & Honey 
Press; ages 9-12

This colorful, 125-page action-packed graphic novel 
is set in ancient Judea at the time of the Hanukkah story, 
when Jews lived under Greek rule. In the opening frames 
of this imagined story, Jonathan, a Jewish boy, comes to 
the rescue of Jason, a Greek boy who is being bullied, 
a brave act that kindles the boys’ friendship. Will their 
friendship endure the battle lines drawn when Greek King 
Antiochus forbids Jews from practicing their religion?

8. “Pinky Bloom and the Case of the Magical Menorah”
By Judy Press; illustrated by Erica-Jane Waters Kar-Ben;  

ages 8-12
In this second-in-a-series chapter book for older ele-

mentary readers, Penina “Pinky” Bloom has the repu-
tation of being Brooklyn’s “greatest kid detective.” As 
Hanukkah approaches, she’s put to the test when an old 
Israeli coin on display in her family’s synagogue is stolen. 
Is there a clue in the antique menorah Pinky’s family 
is safeguarding for a neighbor? Pinky and her younger 
brother, Avi, and a cast of other characters set out to solve 
the mystery in this engaging Hanukkah caper.

Eight new Hanukkah books for kids of all ages
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HappyChanukah!
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Happy Hanukkah 
from

Martha and Bob Rose

“Yet will I and my sons and brethren 
walk in the covenant of  our fathers…” 

(Matityahu, Maccabees I)
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By Rabbi David B. Kudan

One of my favorite songs 
growing up and attend-
ing Jewish summer 

camp was the civil rights bal-
lad, “If I had a Hammer.”   

“If I had a hammer
I’d hammer in the morning
I’d hammer in the evening
All over this land …”

This story is about the Jewish 
history of that special hammer.  

Long ago in the land of Ur 
there lived a young man named 
Abram, a person of extraordi-
nary independence of mind. 
Abram worked with his father 
in the family idol workshop. 
One day, a porter brought to 
the workshop an unusual piece 
of wood.  Abram took a strange 
liking to this stick, and finding 
it to be the perfect weight and 
length, made from it a fine tool, 
a hammer, which he intended 
to use in the carving of idols 
as he worked alongside his 
father. Abram knew that was 
a very special piece of wood – 
though he didn’t know exactly 
why. Sure enough, as Abram 
held his chisel in one hand and 
raised up the hammer to carve 
an idol, something stopped his 
arm holding the hammer in 
mid-swing. He realized that 
the idols which he had cre-
ated over the years with his 
father, with such joy and skill, 
could neither save nor help 
anyone. They were creations, 
not creators. Then, in a fit of 
courage, Abram smashed the 
idols. Abraham was the world’s 
first iconoclast, which means 
roughly “inspired troublemak-
er” and it was the hammer that 
gave him the courage to do 
what was right.

The hammer was passed 
down from generation to gen-
eration. It was most useful in 
the construction of the Temple 
of Solomon. It belonged to 
many famous Biblical figures, 
including the young woman 
Yael, who used it to slay the 
evil general Sisera, (a story 
found in the book of Judges.). 
Eventually that hammer passed 
into exile and then was again 
redeemed from Babylon and 
brought back to Jerusalem. 
Eventually, it was hidden by 
one family, the Maccabees. As 
everyone knows, Maccabee 
means “Hammer.” Judah the 
Hammer got his name from 
the very tool that inspired him, 
the hammer with the wooden 
handle of Eden that gave him 
his courage and augmented 
his faith. And with that power-
ful tool, Judah and his follow-
ers smashed the idols of the 
Syrian Greeks when he and his 
followers came to reclaim the 
Temple. Without Judah’s cour-
age we would not have the 
holiday of Hanukkah! 

You know all about 
Hanukkah – but do you know 
what happened to that hammer 
afterwards?  One of the saddest 
events in Jewish history was 
the destruction of the Temple 
in Jerusalem, in the year 70. 
One day, after the Temple was 
destroyed, a brave young girl 
named Chasya was explor-
ing the caves under the city of 
Jerusalem. There she rediscov-
ered the hammer, of which she 
had heard in stories and leg-

ends. She knew that this was a 
symbol of our people’s survival 
and courage. Even though the 
Jews were exiled and defeat-
ed, they never gave up hope, 
they never stopped believing in 
their religion and their people’s 
future.  

Chasya had a brilliant idea. 
Hiding the precious hammer in 
her donkey’s saddle bags, she 
went to leaders of the Jewish 
people gathered as Yavneh, a 
little village outside Jerusalem. 
She presented the hammer to 
the sages, and told them, that it 
must be hidden again – not just 
in one place – but everywhere. 
The rabbis asked the young girl 
how that was possible. How 
can a single object, be hidden 
everywhere? At first, they didn’t 
want to listen to her advice, 
but one sage recited from the 
teachings, the saying, “Who is 
wise – one who learns from 
every person.” They listened to 
Chasya and her idea. She said 
that they must grind up the haft 
of the hammer into tiny bits, 
and then wherever the Jewish 
people traveled, on boats, as 
people seeking refuge, on cam-
els or on foot, they would sprin-
kle the pieces of the hammer 
wherever they went. So it came 
to pass, that the tiny bits of that 
special hammer of Abraham, 
the wood from Eden, from the 
hammer the Maccabees, were 
swallowed by fish, and cast up 
on beaches on the shores of the 
seven seas. To this very day this 
wondrous wood may be found 
clinging to a tree in the forest, 
or to a fishhook, to a boot tread 
or to a plow. Who knows how 
these precious splinters make 
their way into our homes and 
into our places of work? 

Chasya’s idea was that if the 
hammer were everywhere, that 
anyone could find a tiny piece 
and be filled with hope and 
inspiration, and a little anger 
too. So, next time you get a 
splinter, don’t be so quick to 
cast it aside. Who can say if 
it may change your life, and 
bring more healing wholeness, 
into our world. Maybe, we all 
have this hammer in our toes 
and fingers, in hearts and souls.  
Maybe, as the song goes, we 
do have a hammer, and this 
Hanukkah, and all through-
out the year, we can hammer 
out justice and freedom, sing 
songs, and spread love to our 
brothers and sister, all over this 
world.

Happy Hanukkah!

Rabbi David B. Kudan is 
the spiritual leader of Temple 
Tiferet Shalom in Peabody.

Of Hanukkah and Hammers: 
The back story

Rabbi David B. Kudan
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Temple Tiferet Shalom
wishes you and your 

family a very 
happy Chanukah!

David Kudan, Rabbi

Bryna Toder Tabasky, Music Director 

Bryna Rosen Misiura, President

Beth Simons, Temple Administrator

Janice Ross and Leslie Williams, 
Co-Directors of Preschool

Tracy Cranson, Head of Religious School

Temple 
Tiferet 
Shalom

HAPPY  HANNUKAH

Marcia Glassman-Jaffe, Mark Jaffe & Family

connkavanaugh.com

Happy 
  Hanukkah
from Johanna Matloff  
and all your friends at Conn Kavanaugh
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By Rabbi Yossi Lipsker

In Jewish thought the num-
ber seven symbolizes the 
routine cycles of our lives 

and the behavior patterns that 
we follow on a regular basis, 
both good and bad. We base this 
on a mystical idea that views the 
seven day-creation cycle as an 
ongoing dynamic – with us as its 
continuity.

The number eight, on the 
other hand, symbolizes the 
interrupting of habit, a ventur-
ing out, beyond the shelter of 
our neat and familiar comfort 
zones.

In the language of Kabbalah, 
the number seven symbolizes 
the seven emotional powers – 
or Sefirot – that come pre-wired 
into the human soul. All of our 
routine behavior patterns are 
fashioned and stem in some 
form from these seven charac-
teristics.

When we talk about reach-
ing for the number eight in 
Kabbalah, this symbolizes 
reaching one step above the 
seven emotional soul powers 
into the higher realms of the 
contemplative world, the world 
of Bina or understanding. This 
is one of the esoteric reasons 
that circumcision is performed 
on the eighth day, gifting the 
newly arrived soul immediately, 
with the future ability to live 
higher and deeper.

That being the case, why do 
we not light all eight candles 
each night of Hanukkah? In 
fact, the most famous Talmudic 
debate with regards to the cor-
rect order of lighting the can-
dles doesn’t even see this as an 
option! “Beit Shammai says: On 
the first day one kindles eight 
lights and, from there on, gradu-
ally decreases the number of 
lights until, on the last day of 
Hanukkah, they kindle one 
light.” And Beit Hillel says: On 
the first day one kindles one 

light, and from there on, grad-
ually increases the number of 
lights until, on the last day, they 
kindle eight lights.”

My guess is that lightning 
all eight, each night, isn’t con-
sidered an option because 
the eighth day energy is also a 
mindset; available to us on all 
the nights of Hanukkah – if we 
choose to dial into that mindset. 
If anything, each day presents us 
with the opportunity to experi-
ence Eighth Day Consciousness 
in a different setting.

Today, whether it’s the first, 
fifth, or last day of Hanukkah we 
are empowered to stand in the 
light of Eight Day Consciousness 
and ask ourselves: “What are 
the areas of my life where I’ve 
become paralyzed and stuck in 
seven day syndrome?”

As we stand in the pres-
ence of this bouquet of light, 
we envision ourselves fearlessly 
untangling those knots, daring 
to reach upwards beyond ordi-
nary awareness, awakening our-
selves and our surroundings, to 
a dawn of healthier, holier, more 
wholesome – and perhaps most 
importantly – more joyous ways 
of being in the world!

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker is the 
founder and director of Chabad 
of the North Shore. 

The Kabbalah of 
emotional freedom 

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker

120 Chestnut Street, Wakefield, MA 01880
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Happy Chanukah from Happy Chanukah from 
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Community led by Rabbi Greg Hersh
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Wishing you & your loved ones 

A Joyous Hanukkah 
Filled with good health, happiness & peace.

https://www.cjui.org/about
CJUI  A  PO Box 515  A  New Town, MA 02456

Christians and Jews  
United for Israel 

wishes you a 

HAPPY HAPPY 
CHANUKAH!CHANUKAH!

Linda andJohn Smidt

Wishing all a Joyous and 
Fruitful Holiday Season
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By Rabbi David J. Meyer
 

A number of years ago, I was 
composing a new musi-
cal setting for the classic 

Hanukkah song, “Mi Y’malel.” 
The text of the song, written 
by Menashe Ravina, borrows 
from the second blessing cus-
tomarily recited upon light-
ing the Hanukkah lights: “… 
she-asah nisim lavotenu baya-
mim ha-hem bazman hazeh”– 
praising God who “performed 
wonders for our ancestors in 
years past at this season.” In 
Ravina’s Hanukkah hymn, he 
wrote “Sh’ma! Bayamim ha-hem 
bazman hazeh” – “Hark: in days 
of old at this season” … and 
then the phrase continues to tell 
of the Maccabbees’ victory over 
the forces of evil.

While looking into the text 
for my original composition, 
however, I came across a sec-
ond version of both the blessing 
and the hymn, which differed 
from the more widely known 
form by only the addition of a 
single, Hebrew letter; the letter 
Vav, meaning “and.” So, in the 
alternative phrasing, we hear 
praise to God “who performed 
wonders for our ancestors in 
years past and in these times,” 
Not “AT” this season in former 
days, but “in former days AND 
in these, our own epoch.

 So I was faced with a quan-
dry – which version should I 
use for the new musical setting: 
“bazman hazeh – at this season” 
or “u-vazman ha-zeh – and also 
in our days”?

Amazing how one letter can 
make such a world of differ-
ence and bring a completely 
new understanding of the text! 
According to a recent article by 
Dr. Shuly Rubin Schwartz, chan-
cellor of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, the latter version 
(including the vav) might actu-
ally have been the original 
phrasing of the blessing going 
back as early as the 9th Century. 
In fact, in the Conservative 
Movement’s prayerbook, Siddur 
Sim Shalom, that letter Vav 
was included in the Hanukkah 
blessing by its editor, Rabbi Jules 
Harlow. Dr. Schwartz suggests 
that by choosing to include the 
“vav,” Rabbi Harlow was quite 
likely considering the founding 

of the State of Israel to be just 
such a modern miracle. But she 
urges that we continue adding 
that little letter to our Hanukkah 
blessings especially in this time 
of pandemic. So she writes:

“I’m focused on small mira-
cles that we see around us even 
during this challenging time. For 
many of us, it’s the rekindling 
of old friendships via Zoom, 
renewing our appreciation for 
the immense beauty of the nat-
ural world around us, and expe-
riencing the miracle of an effec-
tive COVID-19 vaccine. For me, 
it was a healthy grandson, born 
during the pandemic. We must 
celebrate these miracles as well 
and cherish our good fortune to 
be heirs to a rich and nourish-
ing tradition that can offer fresh 
meaning for every generation 
and provides opportunities to 
express gratitude.”

In the end, I chose to include 
the “vav” in my own musical 
interpretation of “Mi Y’malel.” 
It was my way of recognizing 
that experiencing the presence 
of the Divine in the unfolding of 
the Jewish story was not limited 
to the time of the Maccabees 
and the rededication of the 
Temple in Jerusalem. Jewish his-
tory, as our own lives, can be 
replete with such experiences of 
both wonder and gratitude. Our 
Festival of Lights is a timely and 
appropriate season for opening 
our eyes, minds and hearts to 
the miracles which might still fill 
our every day.

Wishing Mo-adim l’simcha – 
a joyful Hanukkah festival to our 
entire community.

Rabbi David J. Meyer is 
Senior Rabbi of Temple Emanu-El 
in Marblehead. His original set-
ting for “Mi Y’malel” appears on 
the album “This One At Last,” 
released on Sting-A-Bee-Back 
records.

Miracles then and now 

Rabbi David B. Meyer

HAPPY
HANUKKAH

from The Jewish Journal!



On behalf of
the City of Salem,

I would like to extend
my warm wishes to

the Jewish Community
of the North Shore

for a very
Happy Hanukkah!

Have a  
Happy 

Hanukkah!
From

Ted Bettencourt
Mayor

City of Peabody

Happy
Hanukkah

Representative, 6th District
of Massachusetts in Congress

www.sethmoulton.com

HAPPY HANUKKAH!
from

GOVERNOR CHARLIE BAKER
LT. GOVERNOR KARYN POLITO

Paid For By The Baker and Polito Committees
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By Stephanie Ganz
NOSHER 

As both a diehard Thanksgiving stuffing fan and a devout 
latke lover, I can personally attest that these stuffing latkes 
hit the mark on both dishes – the comforting, savory flavors 

of sage and thyme from the stuffing and the crispy, sour-cream-
topped goodness of a proper latke. If you find yourself with leftover 
Thanksgiving stuffing, you’re halfway there. Just combine with 
shredded potatoes, egg, and some fresh herbs, and fry in neutral oil 
for a treat that would be perfect for either holiday.

Ingredients:
2 cups leftover stuffing of your choice
1 large russet potato, peeled, shredded, and stored in cool 

water
1 egg, beaten
2 Tbsp fresh herbs (any combination of parsley, dill, chives, or 

sage), finely chopped
Vegetable oil for frying
Salt, to taste
Sour cream and chopped fresh herbs for serving (optional)

Directions:
Set up a baking sheet lined with a layer of paper towels.
In a large sauce pan, heat about a cup of vegetable oil over 

medium heat until a small piece of stuffing sizzles and bubbles 
when it’s added to the oil.

Meanwhile, remove the shredded potatoes from the water, and 
use a kitchen towel to wring out any excess moisture. 

Combine stuffing, potatoes, egg, and herbs, and blend well to 
combine. Depending on the moisture level of your leftover stuffing 
and potatoes, you may need to add a little more egg to make the 
mixture come together so that you can form the latkes.

Use your hands to shape the mixture into latkes (approximately 
10-12). 

Fry each latke in oil for about 5 minutes, flipping once, until 
golden brown and crispy. Remove to the sheet tray, and sprinkle 
with salt on both sides. 

Serve warm with sour cream and chopped, fresh herbs if desired. 

Photo: Stephanie Ganz

The best use for leftover 
stuffing: Make it into latkes



The entire Temple Sinai Family
wishes you a Happy Hanukkah.

May you and your family find peace & hope 
in the rich traditions of this season.  

Rabbi Michael J. Schwartz 

Cantor David Aronson

Susan Weiner | Executive Director 

Alan L. Barnett | President

1 Community Road, Marblehead MA  |  www.templesinaiweb.org  |  (781) 631-2763

 Hag Sameach

Wishing  
You and Yours  
A Very Happy

Hanukkah!

MINDY McMAHON
Coldwell Banker Marblehead

Realtor / Certified Stager
617  834  4439

www.marbleheadandbeyond.com

HAPPY 
HANUKKAH
Have a Blessed Holiday

Councilman Rich Colucci
City of Lynn, Ward 4

Paid for by The Committee to Elect Lori Ehrlich

Representative Lori Ehrlich and Family

Warm and Joyous Wishes for 
A Happy and Healthy 

HANUKKAH

Wishing you and your loved ones aWishing you and your loved ones a

Happy Hanukkah!Happy Hanukkah!

From Senator Brendan Crighton 
and Family
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By Rabbi Richard Perlman

There is the classic tale 
of two sisters who were 
arguing over the one and 

only orange left in their refrig-
erator. Each one felt that she 
had the best reason for taking 
the orange. 

While the fight started pleas-
antly enough at breakfast, it 
escalated as the day went on. 
When the late afternoon came 
and they were still fighting over 
who should have the orange, the 
two sisters decided they would 
compromise by cutting the 
orange in two, with each taking 
a half.

The two sisters then sat 
down, took the peel off their 
half of the orange, and that is 
where the similarity ended. The 
first sister ate the fruit and threw 
away the peel. The second sister 
threw away the fruit and used 
the peel as part of a recipe she 
was baking.

What is the lesson? If those 
two sisters would have told each 
other why they had wanted the 
orange in the first place, there 
would have been no fight and 
each one could have had the 
benefit of having the entire part 
of the orange that was impor-
tant to them.

I wonder how many peo-
ple get in fights or arguments 
because we do not take the time 
to effectively communicate. 
I have seen so many siblings 
standing at the funerals of their 
parents who would not speak 
to each other. When I ask them 
what caused this rift, very often 
it sounds like the two sisters in 
my story. Even more amazing 

are the number of times they 
cannot remember what angered 
them in the first place. I find that 
to be so sad. 

Not long ago, we went 
through the self-examination 
period of Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur. If we are still deal-
ing with unfinished business, let 
the joyous Festival of Hanukkah 
be the trigger that helps us 
close it out. Make a call. Make 
amends. Make a future bright 
for someone with a smile. 

When we share our gifts and 
light candles together to bright-
en up the winter darkness, just 
like the sisters with the orange, 
we should make sure that the 
compromises we make are the 
right ones by effectively com-
municating each other’s needs. 
Take the time to listen to each 
other and to work together. 

That is not a miracle, it is an 
expectation and requirement of 
how we must live in this world. 
The miracle is the gift that G-d 
gave to us by allowing us to over-
come the most impossible odds 

that our people faced repeatedly 
through time. 

The story of Hanukkah 
reminds us that when we faced 
an enemy that surrounded us 
and was about to annihilate 
us, we stood together as one 
(united people) surrounded by 
our Creator. If we keep in mind 
that the story of Hanukkah is 
not about giving gifts but about 
giving and receiving love and 
admiration of each other; if we 
remember that we cannot be 
successful in life by acting alone; 
if we remember that we are all 

on the same team of human-
ity, then and only then will 
we be just as successful as the 
small group of Maccabees who 
worked together as one people 
united as they succeeded. We 
can and we will succeed if we 
take the orange and share each 
part together with nothing to 
waste.

May this Hanukkah bring us 
all the gift of togetherness and 
care for each other in peace and 
harmony. 

Rabbi Richard Perlman is 
the senior rabbi of Temple Ner 
Tamid in Peabody. 

May this Hanukkah bring us all 
the gift of togetherness

Rabbi Richard Perlman

If we are still dealing 
with unfinished business, 
let the joyous Festival of 
Hanukkah be the trigger 

that helps us close it 
out. Make a call.  
Make amends.



Happy
Hanukkah!

from
Rhonda and John Gilberg

and Family

Happy Rosh Hashanah 
from

PAUL F. TUCKER
State Representative

7th Essex District

Happy Hanukkah

MgrGlobalRealty.com • mromanovsky@mgrglobal.com 
133 Broad St. Lynn • 781-581-7775

Michael Romanovsky, CIPS, CBR, RMM

North Shore Realtors  
Life Member 

Certified International  
Property Specialist 

Broker/Owner
Your local and worldwide Realtor

Warmest Wishes for a Warmest Wishes for a 
HappyHappy and Healthy

Hanukkah
Galina & Michael

4 Community Road 
Marblehead, MA 01945 JCCNS.org

Wishing our entire extended community a  
Chag Hanukkah Sameach  

חג חנוכה שמח

May this year be filled with  
light and brightness!

Best Wishes for 
a Joyful and Healthy 

Hanukkah

Amy and Mark Farber
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By Susan Barocas
NOSHER 

It’s just not Hanukkah in a 
Sephardic home with-
out bimuelos, which are 

sweet, donut-like fritters. Like 
Hanukkah itself, there are many 
different spelling variations of 
the name including bumue-
los, birmuelos, burmuelos and, 
in Latin America, buñuelos. 
During Passover, the flour in 
bimuelos is replaced with mat-
zah meal making them a des-
sert that rises to the unleavened 
occasion. 

Because Hanukkah this 
year is again a version of 
Thanksgivukkah with the two 
holidays only four days apart, 
it seems right to make bimue-
los de kalavasa – pumpkin in 
Ladino. In fact, pumpkin has 
long been a favorite ingredient 
in Sephardic cooking.

These one-bowl, easy-to-
make bimuelos de kalavasa 
double in size without any yeast. 
I’ve added the Syrian flavors of 
allspice and coriander along 
with the cinnamon of sweeter 
Turkish and Greek versions. 
When you drop the batter in the 
oil, don’t worry about the shape. 
They are meant to be a free-form 
and individualistic. Bimielos 
are best served warm, drizzled 
with warm honey, maple syrup 
or silan (date syrup), or dusted 
with a healthy coating of confec-
tioner’s sugar.

Notes: This recipe calls for 
canned pumpkin, not pump-
kin pie filling. The fried bim-
uelos can be kept warm in a 
200-degree oven for up to 30 
minutes on top of the wire cool-
ing racks on the baking sheets.

Ingredients:
1 cup all-purpose flour
1 Tbsp sugar
2 tsp baking powder
2 tsp cinnamon
½ tsp coriander
¼ tsp allspice
Couple pinches of salt
2 eggs, beaten
1¼ cup pumpkin puree
3 cups good vegetable oil 

with high smoke point for 
frying (avocado, sunflow-
er, safflower, peanut)

Warm honey, maple syrup, 
date syrup and/or pow-
dered sugar for serving

Directions:
Prepare one or two large bak-

ing sheets by covering them 
with brown paper (cut up from 
a shopping bag) or paper towel. 
Place cooling racks over the 
paper-covered pans and set 
aside.

In a mixing bowl, whisk 
together the dry ingredients. 
Add the pumpkin and beaten 
eggs, mixing well with a wooden 
spoon or rubber spatula until 
smooth.

In an 11- or 12-inch skil-
let, heat oil over medium heat 
for about 6-7 minutes. The oil 
should be about ½ inch deep 
and is ready at 325 degrees or 
when a couple drops of water 
jump when they hit the oil.

Use two tablespoons, one to 
scoop even amounts of batter 
and one to gently help drop it 
into the hot oil. Add the bim-
uelos in a single layer, about 6 
or 7 at a time, not crowding the 
pan as they double in size as 
they cook. Leave undisturbed 
for 90 seconds to 2 minutes 
per side, depending on the size 
of the bimuelos, flipping only 
once using tongs or a pair of 
chopsticks. Each patty should 
be deeply golden brown all over, 
crispy on the outside and soft, 
but cooked through, on the 
inside. Drain well on the pre-
pared baking sheets.

Best when served immedi-
ately, drizzled with warm honey, 
maple syrup or date syrup (silan) 
or sprinkled with powdered 
sugar. Alternatively, the choice of 
syrups can be passed for people 
to dip and drizzle themselves. 

Sephardic Pumpkin Donuts Recipe: 
Bimuelos de Kalavasa

Photo: Susan Barocas



75 Market St., Lynn  • 781-598-5555
254 Humphrey St., Marblehead  • 781-631-2854
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NCUA
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Best Wishes for
a Happy Hanukkah

Equal
Housing
Lender
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Blessings to you & yours
at Hanukkah and always

781-608-0827

Wishing you a healthy, happy 
 and prosperous New Year

CONGREGATION
TIFERETH ISRAEL
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Chanukah Greetings
from

Your Salem Massachusetts 
Personal Injury Law Firm

10 Derby Square
Salem, MA 01970 
978-744-8000 

www.HelpingInjured.com

Protecting Those Who Have Been Injured
The Right Lawyer Makes All The Difference℠

Happy Hanukkah! Shalom! 
Your Salem Massachusetts 
Personal Injury Law Firm

10 Derby Square
Salem, MA 01970 
978-744-8000 

www.HelpingInjured.com

Protecting Those Who Have Been Injured
The Right Lawyer Makes All The Difference℠

Happy Hanukkah! Shalom! 

Your Salem Massachusetts 
Personal Injury Law Firm

10 Derby Square
Salem, MA 01970 
978-744-8000 

www.HelpingInjured.com

Protecting Those Who Have Been Injured
The Right Lawyer Makes All The Difference℠

Happy Hanukkah! Shalom! 

Happy Hanukkah! Shalom!

Temple Ner Tamid
368 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA 01960

978-532-1293 • 978-532-0101 (fax)
office@templenertamid.org

www.templenertamid.org

Wishes Everyone
Happy Chanukah

Rabbi – Richard Perlman
Associate Rabbi – Bernie Horowitz
President – Adele Lubarsky
Religious School Director – Susan Sugerman
Synagogue Administrator – Beth K. Hoffman
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By Rabbi  
Steven A. Lewis 

 

Candlelight is so fam-
iliar, but the candle-
light of Hanukkah is 

unique. Like light shimmer-
ing in a soothing dream; it 
is beautiful, delightful and 
unusable for anything but 
appreciation. Most of the 
time, we’re devoted to mak-
ing the best use of whatever 
we have. We want better, 
stronger, faster. We strive to 
maximize profit and enjoy-
ment. Not so with the eight 
lights of Hanukkah; that light is not at our dis-
posal. It is not there to work for us.  

What a strange and challenging principle; 
that something (in this case light) can be under 
our control, and yet not available for us to use. 
Traditionally, each night of Hanukkah immedi-
ately after lighting the candles we remind our-
selves of this unique quality of Hanukkah light by 
saying: 

These lights we kindle for the miracles and 
the wonders and the salvations and the victories 
that You performed for our ancestors ... these 
Hanukkah lights are sacred. It is not permitted to 
make any practical use of them. We are not permit-
ted to use their light, but only to look at them and 
to appreciate and to praise Your great name for 
Your miracles, Your wonders, and Your salvations.

It is quite a change for many of us multitaskers 
and maximizers to just sit, enjoy and appreciate. 
It is a challenge for many of us to feel that we are 
enough, and what we have is enough, and what 
we will have in the future is enough. This is a 
particularly appropriate year for this challenge 
since this year in the Hebrew calendar is a Shmita 
year, also calle “Sabbatical Year” (because it occurs 
every seven years) and “Year of Release” (because 
debts are forgiven). 

Every seven years, according to the Torah, 
debts are forgiven and farmers neither plant nor 
harvest. The fields lie fallow and the farmers’ 
control over “their” land is suspended. Just as 
every seven days, we rest on Shabbat; each seven 
years the land is supposed to rest from working 
for us. In explaining Shmita and the radical com-

mandment to stop work-
ing the land, God explains: 
“The land is Mine; you are 
sojourning settlers with 
Me.” (Leviticus 25:23) God 
is the owner who has sus-
pended the lease, opened 
the gates, and welcomed 
all who are hungry, human 
and animal alike, to come 
and eat. 

Even before the Shmita 
year’s dramatic shift from 
an agricultural to a forag-
ing economy, the biblical 
farmers’ claims of own-
ership are different from 

ours. In our society, ownership and production 
are for accumulating wealth – the more the better. 
Not so in the Torah where the main concern is not 
maximizing wealth but minimizing poverty. The 
Torah is clear that the farmers are not owners but 
rather, stewards who have temporary and partial 
control of “their” land. God, the true landowner, 
wants to make sure that the benefits of production 
are distributed to those in need. For example:

When you reap the harvest of your land, you 
shall not reap all the way to the edges of your field, 
or gather the gleanings of your harvest. You shall 
not pick your vineyard bare, or gather the fallen 
fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the 
poor and the stranger: I the LORD am your God. 
You shall not steal; you shall not deal deceitfully or 
falsely with one another. (Lev 19:9-11)

In a total reversal of our system, the “stealing” 
here is applicable not to what we might call a 
“trespassing thief,” but rather to acquisitive land-
owners taking everything they can for themselves 
and violating their responsibility to provide for 
those in need. 

The Shmita year invites us to contemplate a 
sacred sharing of ownership, and envision our 
earth resting rather than working for us. Similarly, 
our Festival of Lights invites us to receive the light 
from the hanukiah without putting it to practi-
cal use. May we have the curiosity and patience 
this year to receive the light in the spirit that it is 
offered. 

Rabbi Steven A. Lewis is the spiritual leader of 
Temple Ahavat Achim in Gloucester. 

Holy unusable light in a year of release 

Rabbi Steven A. Lewis



THANKTHANK

YOU

Yachad is dedicated to enhancing the life opportunities of individuals with disabilities, ensuring their participation in the full spectrum of Jewish life. Yachad is a program of the Orthodox Union

FOR HELPING YACHAD SHINE A LIGHT ON INCLUSION.
FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS, WISHING YOU A

HAPPY CHANUKAH!
YACHAD, THE NATIONAL JEWISH COUNCIL FOR DISABILITIES, IS DEDICATED TO ENHANCING THE LIFE OPPORTUNITIES 

OF INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES, ENSURING THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE FULL SPECTRUM OF JEWISH LIFE. 

YACHAD IS A PROGRAM OF THE ORTHODOX UNION.

WWW.YACHAD.ORG/NEWENGLAND

384 HARVARD ST. BROOKLINE, MA 02446
617.209.6799  

Warmest Wishes For
A Happy Chanukah 

978-745-3300 978-546-6734
Salem, MA Rockport, MA

Wishing you and your family 
a joyous  Hanukkah

Representative Dan Cahill 
Lynn

Dr. Joan  
McCormack
Audiologist

Best Wishes for a

Happy Hanukkah
to All our Friends and Clients

Hearing Testing, Hearing Aid Sales & Service

990 Paradise Rd., Auite 1G, Swampscott  |  781-581-1500
2 First Ave., 127-1, Peabody  |  978-717-5370

www.atlantichearingcare.com

From our family to yours …
Roger Volk & Darren Aizanman

Roger Volk & Company
Tax Specialists

152 Lynnway, Suite 2B, Lynn, MA 01902

Hag Sameach!
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By Cantor Vera Broekhuysen
 

For eight nights this Han-
ukkah, we’ll light candles 
in our homes. The flames 

bend and beckon; they invite 
our songs, and our stories, and 
help bring warmth into the dark 
of the new winter. Hanukkah is 
not generally considered a reli-
giously significant Jewish holi-
day. It’s extra-Biblical; it’s based 
on a military victory rather than 
a Divine commandment; much 
of its popularity in America is 
credited to Jewish American 
desire to successfully com-
pete with the siren majority-
culture allure of Christmas. But 
for countless American Jews, 
myself included, Hanukkah’s 
eight days of gathering family 
and friends and guests in our 
homes hold memory that is, 
indeed, sacred. 

All the freylekh, joyful, activi-
ties on Hanukkah have the 
power to help us mix loss with 
survival, and soften the edges of 
each. The dark space between 
each candle is, halachically, 
just as important as the light of 
every flame. 

These past two years have 
been years of astounding loss. 
We’ve lost some confidence 
in our ability to “depend on 
the kindness of strangers” 

(Tennessee Williams); we’ve lost 
employment, health, perhaps 
even housing, as the pandemic 
upended our world; we’ve lost, 
for those of us who harbored 
it, the illusion that America is a 
country where people of color 
can expect fair and equal treat-
ment from the criminal justice 
system. We’ve lost family and 

friends and beloved community 
members. The space between 
each ner n’shamah, the candle 
of each soul, has seemed vast 
indeed.

But Hanukkah is a holi-
day of healing through play. 
There is a story in “The Power 
of Light,” a collection of eight 
Hanukkah stories by the great 
Yiddish author Isaac Bashevis 
Singer, from which I and Rabbi 
Louis Polisson of Congregation 
Or Atid in Wayland read at a 
recent Hanukkah-themed 
evening in our communities’ 
joint Yiddish cultural explora-
tion series this year. The story 
is called “The Extinguished 
Lights.” The unquiet ghost of a 
little girl, Altele, blows out all 
the Hanukkah candles in her vil-
lage, the year after she dies just 
before the Hanukkah she longed 
to survive until. Altele appears 
in a dream to her grandmother 
and offers a remedy to “to bring 
peace to her soul.” She asks that 
all the townspeople celebrate 
the last night of Hanukkah by 
her grave. The rabbi agrees, and 
“not only older children, but 

even the younger ones, were 
taken to the graveyard. Lights 
were kindled, blessings were 
recited, the women served the 
pancakes with jam that they 
had prepared. The children 
played dreidel on the frozen 
snow, which was as smooth as 
ice. A golden light shone over 
the little girl’s grave, a sign that 
her soul enjoyed the Hanukkah 
celebration. Never before or 
after did the graveyard seem so 
festive as on that eighth night of 
Hanukkah.” 

For me, this is the power of 
Hanukkah. We keep playing, we 
keep dancing, we keep singing. 
We alchemize the memories of 
oppression and loss. They tried 
to suppress us and failed? We’ll 
throw the dreidel in memory 
of the Seleucids. We celebrate 
more than the brute fact of 
survival. We make our survival 
be for good. And the power of 
Hanukkah touches individual 
loss also. We all have what to 
heal from. We think gently of 
our dead, and their memories 
are not for trammels but for 
blessings. Hanukkah allows us 
to bring our loved ones who 
are no longer with us into the 
warmth the candles cast, and 
blurs the outlines of our grief. 
When I see my sons light the 
candles, I feel my parents pres-
ent too, without sadness. For 
all that Hanukkah’s story com-
memorates a war, it is a holiday 
that brings peace to our own 
unquiet selves.

Hanukkah candles are 
lit in memory of victory. For 
Jews, memory is victory. Our 
Hanukkah customs allow play 

Hanukkah, and the memory  
of victory

Cantor Vera Broekhuysen

continued on page 16B



z v i @ j a l f i n p h o t o . c o m  •  j a l f i n p h o t o . c o m  •  7 8 1 . 4 4 9 . 7 2 4 9

Happy 
Hanukkah

to All my Clients & Friends

Zvi Jalfin

Wishing You  
Peace and Happiness

this Hanukkah!

Mayor Michael P. Cahill
City of Beverly

 rotenbergteam.com

781-956-2279

Sima and SamSima and Sam  fromfrom  Rotenberg TeamRotenberg Team  

 Sima@rotenbergteam.com Sam@rotenbergteam.com

Wishing All 
a very Happy and Healthy Hanukkah!

Happy Hanukkah
from

May the candles in the chanukiah 
inspire you to spread your light  
and brighten the world around you. 
Wishing you and all those you love  
a Happy Chanukah.

MARBLEHEAD, MA |  EPSTEINHILLEL.ORG |  781.639.2880

FOLLOW THE CHANUKAH MAGIC AT:

W W W. N O R T H S H O R E C H A N U K A H . C O M

Proudly serving the region with five locations: 
Swampscott. Peabody. Everett. Lynn. Gloucester.
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By Rabbi Nechemia 
Schusterman

As Hanukkah approaches 
again this year, there is 
an underlying energy of 

excitement in the air. Given the 
last couple of years and all the 
life-changing drama, we all so 
very much want things to be 
“normal” again and we simply 
cannot fathom more of this 
mess and want light and life in 
our lives.

Is Hanukkah actually our 
ticket out of this mess? Are we 
just using Hanukkah to mask 
our underlying frustrations or 
is there in fact something magi-
cal about Hanukkah that is the 
antidote to the struggle?

The sages debated the 
observance of Hanukkah since 
Talmud times. There is a famous 
debate between the houses of 
Shamai and Hillel in relation to 
the kindling of the Hanukkah 
candles (Talmud, Shabbat 21b). 
Shamai says that on day one you 
light 8 candles, and decrease 
one light each night until on the 
final eve of Hanukkah you light 
one and then none. Hillel looks 
at it the other way and says 
you begin with one and increase 
each night with another candle 
until the final eve you have 8 
candles lit (plus the Shamash) 
on the menorah.

One can simply say that this 
whole debate is semantics but, 
in it lies a fundamental differ-
ence in how to look at every-
thing in life – even a pandemic 
that doesn’t seem to want to go 
away. 

Shamai posits then when 
battling darkness, you must 
come out with every bit of light 
in your arsenal and aim it at 

the darkness. This is the most 
effective way at beating back the 
evil and the bonus is that it will 
get easier every day after that. 
Hillel, on the other hand, says 
don’t even take the evil into con-
sideration, just stay slow and 
steady, focus on doing good and 
increasing a bit each time and 

this strategy will strengthen and 
embolden us to be stronger over 
the long haul to fight off and 
keep away the evil.

As it relates to combating a 
pandemic or more specifically 
our emotional health relating to 
the beating drum of despair and 
frustration, there are different 
approaches to the pandemic. 
One is to see it as this behemoth 

that we must come out guns 
blazing to vanquish it and thus 
it will get easier (Beis Shamai).

Alternatively, we can choose 
to not give it the ability to domi-
nate our mind and psyche in the 
first place. We can just increase 
in our happiness quotient by 
adding more goodness, light, 
happiness, and candles in our 
lives and in this way circum-
vent the darkness attempting to 
invade our mind and souls (Beis 
Hillel).

There is a story told of a 
group of Chassidic yeshiva stu-
dents who attempted to observe 
the Hanukkah holiday in the 
Nazi concentration camps by 
saving bits of oil in a shoe pol-
ish jar, which they lit each night 
of Hanukkah. Their problem 
(aside from the obvious dan-
ger of doing anything against 
the rules of their Nazi monster 
captors which included light-
ing a candle) was that they 
weren’t sure exactly which day 
was Hanukkah given the lack of 
access to calendars. To resolve 
this concern, they chose to add 
two days of Hanukkah. One on 
the front end and one on the 
back end just to be sure.

Thankfully, we don’t need 
to operate under such extreme 
circumstances, but we can cer-
tainly learn from this mindset. 
When it comes to a concern or 
question about what to do when 
darkness and fear threaten to 
overwhelm you, add lights, Beis 
Hillel style. Still unsure? Add 
more lights.

It’s a matter of perspective. 
Choose light.  

Rabbi Nechemia 
Schusterman is the spiritual 
leader of Chabad of Peabody.

Choose light

Photo: Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff 
Rabbi Nechemia Schusterman 

Are we just using 
Hanukkah to mask our 
underlying frustrations 

or is there in fact 
something magical 

about Hanukkah that 
is the antidote to the 

struggle?



HANUKKAH GREETINGSHANUKKAH GREETINGS
FROM

Congregation Sons of Israel,
Peabody

PARK & SPRING STREETS

NOW IN OUR 112th YEAR
Rosalyn B. aBRams, PResident

BaRRy lischinsky, Vice PResident

cantoR seth landau, sPiRitual leadeR

www.PeaBodycsi.oRg • PeaBodycsi.oRg@comcast.net

Sunday, December 5  •  4-5:30 pm 
Outside in front of Shirat Hayam

Celebrate the 8th night of Hanukkah
Children’s Choir, Hanukkah Story,  
Jelly Donuts and more

Open to all ages  •  Masks appreciated

Love, Laughter  
  Light of Hanukkah&

PLEASE JOIN US FOR

www.shirathayam.org | 781-599-8005 | CSH@ShiratHayam.org 

55 Atlantic Avenue, Swampscott, MA 01907

Happy Hanukkah from 
our family to yours
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By Dikla Frances
NOSHER 

Moroccan sfenj are 
made with a simple 
dough, far more sim-

ple than making yeasted suf-
ganiyot. They are fried and then 
covered in honey and/or sugar. 
It’s very popular with Moroccan 
Jews, and it’s also commonly 
made throughout North Africa 
and the Middle East. And it’s 
nearly impossible to eat just 
one.

Ingredients:
4 cups all-purpose flour  

(500 g)
2 tsp dried yeast
1 tsp salt
1 Tbsp sugar
2 large egg yolks
1½ cups lukewarm water 

(360 ml)
Vegetable oil
powdered sugar or honey,  

to serve

Directions:
In a large bowl, mix the flour, 

yeast, salt, and sugar. Add the 
egg yolks and slowly drizzle in 

the water while mixing by hand.
Knead until a sticky, smooth, 

soft dough has formed.
Spray the dough with oil 

spray and cover the bowl with 
plastic wrap or a plastic bag. 
Let the dough rise for about 1-2 
hours.

Grease a large cookie sheet 
with some vegetable oil. Set 
aside.

Divide the dough into 15 
parts, roll each piece into a 
ball, and place it on the greased 
cookie sheet. Cover the dough 
balls with a slightly damp kitch-
en towel for a second rise, about 
30-60 minutes.

Pour the vegetable oil into a 
wide, deep pan, about 1/3-½ full. 
Heat the oil to 340-400 degrees 
F (I highly recommend invest-
ing in a candy thermometer). 

Using your forefinger and 
thumb, create a hole in the cen-
ter of each dough ball and place 
it gently into the hot oil. Fry for 
about 3 minutes on each side. 
The sfenj are ready when lightly 
golden. 

Sprinkle the sfenj with pow-
dered sugar or drizzle with 
honey and serve immediately.

Moroccan Sfenj 
donuts recipe

Photo: Dikla Frances

H A P P Y  H A N U K K A H
To all our Readers, Advertisers, Donors, Supporters & Friends
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10 School Street, Marblehead 
781-631-5700

www.caffeitaliarestaurant.com

Happy Hanukkah!

LYNNE BREED, Realtor/Broker, CBR, GRI, CRS, SRES
Sagan Harborside Sotheby’s International Realty
One Essex Street, Marblehead, MA 01945
781-608-8066-Cell  |  781-639-0915-Fax  |  781-631-8800-Office
lynne.breed@sothebysrealty.com  |  www.lynnebreed.com
Licensed to practice in Massachusetts

Warmest Wishes for a  

Happy Hanukkah

SPECIALTY FOODS
GOURMET BASKETS

H A PP Y H A N U K K A H  
TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS & FRIENDS!

7 BESSOM STREET ~ MARBLEHEAD ~ 781.990.1220
MARIASGOURMETMARBLEHEAD.COM

Wishing
You A
Happy

Chanukah
from your friends at

EVAN’s
NEW YORK ST YLE DELI

HAPPY 
HANUKKAH

from Evan, Shannon, Brooklyn, Georgia, 
and the entire staff

252 Humphrey Street, Marblehead, MA
781-631-DELI (3354) V www.EvansNewYorkStyleDeli.com

www.designerbath.com
Beverly
Watertown 

From our family to yours, we
wish you the happiest Hanukkah.

You need eight gifts – tub,
sink, faucet, toilet, vanity,
mirror, medicine cabinet,
shower – and you’re done.



Dec. 3, 1995
Begin adviser Shmulevitz dies

Matityahu Shmulevitz, a Lehi member in 
the 1940s and the director-general of the Prime 
Minister’s Office under Menachem Begin in the 
late 1970s, dies at 75 a day after collapsing dur-
ing a chess game.

Dec. 4, 2004
Lapid’s party is booted from government 

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon dismisses five 
members of Tommy Lapid’s Shinui from the 
Cabinet because of the party’s opposition to a 
budget that Lapid says underfunds basic needs 
to boost Haredi education.

Walnut Street 

Synagogue 

wishes you  

and your  

loved ones 

a Happy  

and Healthy 

Chanukah

145 Walnut Street, Chelsea, MA 02150
www.walnutstreetsynagogue.com
145 Walnut Street, Chelsea, MA 02150
www.walnutstreetsynagogue.com

200 East Lothrop Street   •   Beverly, MA   •   978-927-3211   •   www.TBABeverly.org 
Rabbi Alison Adler   •   Ken Hartman President   •   Deborah Schutzman Executive Director

May this holiday  
season  bring us all 
light through love,  
friendship and  
acts of kindness.

HAPPY  
HANUKKAH!

RHEA SIMON
Vocalist & Pianist

Specializing in 
Jazz, Show Tunes,

Jewish & Israeli Music

Best Wishes
for a

Happy Hanukkah!

H (978) 685-6464
C (978) 857-9989
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to turn even the hardest mem-
ories into sources of joy and 
pride, with respect for their 
gravity but leached of their bit-
terness. I invite you to breathe 
into the spaces between the 
candles this year, even as you 
enjoy their light. I invite you to 
welcome your losses into those 

spaces, and let them sit in with 
your joys, and see how peace-
ful they can become with each 
other. May this Hanukkah be a 
blessing for you.

Cantor Vera Broekhuysen 
leads Temple Emanu-El of 
Haverhill.

Today in Israeli History

Dec. 5, 1949
Ben-Gurion rejects internationalized Jerusalem

Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion declares that “Jewish Jeru-
salem is an organic, inseparable part of the state of Israel” and that 
Israel will not give up sovereignty over its “eternal capital.”

Dec. 6, 1867
Early Zionist leader Leo Motzkin is born

Leo Motzkin, the chairman of the Zionist Executive from 1925 to 
1933, is born in Ukraine. He is drawn to Zionism after witnessing the 
1881 pogrom in Kiev. He attends the First Zionist Congress in 1897.

Dec. 7, 1921
First nurses graduate in Jerusalem

Twenty-two women graduate 
from the Nurses’ Training Institute at 
Rothschild Hospital in Jerusalem, mak-
ing them the first to receive nursing 
degrees in the Land of Israel.

Dec. 8, 1885
1st Knesset Speaker  

Joseph Sprinzak is born
Joseph Sprinzak, the first speaker of 

the Knesset and two-time interim presi-
dent, is born in Moscow. He helps estab-
lish many institutions that form the 
state’s foundation, such as the Histadrut 
labor federation.

Items are provided by the Center for Israel Education  
(www.israeled.org), where you can find more details.

Matityahu Shmulevitz (left, with beard) and fellow 
Lehi leader David Yellin stand outside the Acre prison 
after their pardon in February 1949.

Photo: Hans Pinn, Israeli National Photo Collection
David Ben-Gurion signs Israel’s Declaration of Independence beside 
Rabbi Yehuda Leib HaCohen in Tel Aviv on May 14, 1948.

Hadassah founder Henrietta Szold, center, poses with the 
first graduating class of the Nurses’ Training Institute on 
Dec. 7, 1921.

Hanukkah, and the 
memory of victory
from page 12B

Joseph Sprinzak served 
as Knesset speaker from 
1949 until his death in 
1959.
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A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International, 206 Winter Street, Fall River MA 02720

Call us today for a free Personal Planning Guide 
781-581-2300

10 Vinnin Street, Salem MA 01970

As you come together with family 
and friends, may you be surrounded 

by love and peace.
This is a time for remembrance, 
for tradition, for sharing and for 

creating memories.
From our family to your family, 
we wish you a lifetime of lasting 

memories.

Happy ChanukahMay this year’s  
Festival of Lights  

bring with it love, kindness  
and little miracles.

Happy 
Chanukah!

Happy  
Hanukkah

from 

The York Family

www.yorkford.com

UNIVERSITYUNIVERSITY

FuelFuelUFUF
Near Salem State University

Tel 978-740-5115 ✮ Fax/Office 978-535-9070
SteveBornstein@comcast.net

290 Canal Street ✮ Salem, MA 01970

HAPPY 
HANUKKAH!

370 Lynnway, Lynn, MA 01901
781-595-2071  |  www.davidzeller.com

Time To Time To 
Zellerbrate Zellerbrate 
With Warm With Warm 
MemoriesMemories

Happy Happy 
Hanukkah!Hanukkah! Ginger, David, Kayla & Merina
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Save15%
Black Friday SAVINGS!

PLUS free delivery! (Up to $99 value)
on everything in the store!

THREE DAY SALE
Friday, Nov. 29th thru Sunday, Dec. 1st!

99 Commerce Way
Woburn, MA

254 Canal St.
Salem, MA

118 Needham St.
Newton, MA

www.gardnermattress.com
800-56-GARDNER or 978-744-1810
*cannot be combined with any other offer. Sale valid through 12/1/19

Three Convenient Locations...

Why shop at stores that sell mattresses when you
can buy from the experts who make the mattresses?

Come to Gardner Mattress – Where we fit you for comfort, not a monthly payment.

Save15%
Black Friday SAVINGS!

PLUS free delivery! (Up to $99 value)
on everything in the store!

THREE DAY SALE
Friday, Nov. 29th thru Sunday, Dec. 1st!

99 Commerce Way
Woburn, MA

254 Canal St.
Salem, MA

118 Needham St.
Newton, MA

www.gardnermattress.com
800-56-GARDNER or 978-744-1810
*cannot be combined with any other offer. Sale valid through 12/1/19

Three Convenient Locations...

Why shop at stores that sell mattresses when you
can buy from the experts who make the mattresses?

www.gardnermattress.com
800-56-GARDNER or 978-744-1810

WISHES YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES

HAPPY HANUKKAH!HAPPY HANUKKAH!

A Happy Hanukkah
to All Our Friends

from 
SOLOMON METALS CORP.  

580 LYNNWAY, RT 1A, LYNN

specializing 
in all grades 

of nonferrous 
scrap

Institute of 
Scrap
Recycling
Industries, Inc.

Tel. (781) 581-7000

INSURANCE SINCE 1907
SOUCY INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
85 LAFAYETTE STREET, SALEM, MA 01970

(978) 744-7110 • WWW.SOUCYINSURANCE.COM

SOUCY

Happy  Hanukkah!Happy  Hanukkah!

Happy Hanukkah

Storewide hours are: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 6pm •  Sunday: 11am to 5pm

The Weisberg FamilyThe Weisberg Family
wishes all their customers & friends
A  Happy,  Healthy ChanukahA  Happy,  Healthy Chanukah

Joyous Chanukah!Joyous Chanukah!

A1 EXTERMINATORS
PEST CONTROL PROFESSIONALS

(800) 525-4825   n   (781) 592-2731
www.a1exterminators.com

From your local eye care professionals
Dr. Randall Patkin M.D.  Dr. Robert A. Freedman M.D.
Dr. Robert G. Levy M.D. Dr. Janet Ung M. D.

Happy Hanukkah 

From  your local eye care professionals

Dr. Randall Patkin M.D., Dr. Robert A. Freedman M.D. and Dr. Robert G. Levy M.D.

400 Highland Avenue, Salem, MA
978-744-1177

www.eyecenternorthshore.com
Your Vision is Our Focus

Happy Hanukkah 

From  your local eye care professionals

Dr. Randall Patkin M.D., Dr. Robert A. Freedman M.D. and Dr. Robert G. Levy M.D.

400 Highland Avenue, Salem, MA
978-744-1177

www.eyecenternorthshore.com
Your Vision is Our Focus

Happy Hanukkah
H A P P Y 

H A N U K K A H

1959-2019

Celebrating 60 years

M O Y N I H A N L U M B E R . C O M

BEVERLY | NORTH READING | PLAISTOW, N.H.



Happy 
hanukkah

from

The Kepnes Family

Fleet Supply Co.
Chelsea, MA

New England’s Largest 
Truck Parts Supplier

106 Main St., Peabody, MA 01960    978-532-7800

Gourmet Chinese & Vietnamese Cuisines

Daily lunch specials until 4pm

Happy Passover 
to our customers and friends!

Happy New Year!Happy
Hanukkah!

 

 

Warm Wishes for 
a Happy and Healthy 

New Year 

      
Trying and Settling Cases Since 1987SM 

 
Business and Securities 

Probate Litigation and Domestic Relations 
Criminal Defense 

Academic and Student Misconduct Defense 
 

900 Cumming Center, Suite 207V 
Beverly, MA 01915 

(617) 345-0010 
www.gelbgelb.com 

 
Boston      New York 

Warm Wishes for Warm Wishes for 
a Happy Hanukkaha Happy Hanukkah

900 Cummings Center, Suite 207V
Beverly, MA 01915

(617) 345-0010

Business and Securities Litigation
Probate Litigation and Domestic Relations

Criminal Defense
Academic and Student Misconduct Defense

Warmest Wishes
for a Happy and
Healthy Passover

85 Andover Street
Route 114, Danvers

978-774-4080
giblees.com

One Liberty Square
Boston

617.350.6070
zarehboston.com

New Year
for a 

Joyous Hanukkah
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By Rabbi Michael Ragozin

Why is Hanukkah eight 
days? Ask a Jewish 
child and she’ll tell 

you: because of the miracle of 
the oil. The Maccabees found 
only enough oil for one night, 
but, as indicated on the dreidel, 
“A Great Miracle Happened 
There,” and the oil miraculously 
lasted for eight days!

Now, a wise child might ask: 
if there was enough oil for one 
night and it lasted for eight 
nights, isn’t the miracle only for 
seven days? Or, put differently, 
how is the first night a miracle? 
After all, the oil was expected to 
last for that first night.

The great Jewish legal scholar 
and mystic, Rabbi Yosef Karo 
who lived in Tzfat, Israel, in the 
16th century, asked the same 
question (Beit Yosef, Orach 
Chaim 670:1). He offers three 
possible answers:

1. They divided the oil they 
found into eight parts and 
placed one portion in the meno-
rah each night, which nonethe-
less burned until morning. Thus, 
a miracle occurred every night. 

2. After they filled the meno-
rah on the first night the jar 
remained full of oil as it was 
in the beginning, and thus the 
miracle was recognizable even 
on the first night. 

3. They poured all the oil into 
the menorah on the first night 
and though the candles burned 
all night they found them still 
full of oil in the morning, and so 
it happened each night.

Each of Rabbi Karo’s answers 
preserves the supernatural mir-
acle of the oil. Perhaps the mira-
cle of the first night lies with the 
people, not with the oil. What 
miracle do you think happened 

on the first night? 
The 20th century rabbi, David 

Hartman, writes, “The miracle 
of the first day was expressed in 
the community’s willingness to 
light a small cruse of oil without 
reasonable assurance that their 
efforts would be sufficient to 
complete the rededication of the 
Temple.” Rabbi Hartman locates 
the miracle in the hearts of the 
people, their bravery and cour-
age to immediately rededicate 
the Temple, despite not know-
ing how to keep the menorah 
aflame.  

How many times through-
out history has our survival 
depended upon a leap of action, 
the bravery and courage to act 
despite not knowing how we 
will succeed? This is the same 
bravery and courage that the 
early sages drew upon when 
they revitalized Judaism after 
the destruction of the Temple, 
the priesthood, and the sacrifi-
cial system in 70 CE. This is the 
same bravery and courage that 
ordinary Jews exhibited in main-
taining their faith in the wake 
of the Crusades and Spanish 
Inquisition. And, this is the same 
bravery and courage that the 
pre-state Zionists displayed in 
daring to dream of a sovereign 
Jewish state in the land of Israel 
and those who fought for Israel’s 

independence despite the CIA’s 
conclusion in 1947 that the Jews 
would be destroyed by the Arabs.  

Rabbi Hartman continues, 
“The ‘miracle’ of Jewish spiritual 
survival throughout its history 
of wandering and oppression 
may be best described by our 
people’s strength to live with-
out guarantees of success and to 
focus on how to begin a process 
without knowledge of how it 
would end.” The Jewish spirit is 
imbued with a deep faith to take 
a leap of action without knowing 
how things will turn out.

It is this bravery, this courage, 
and this faith that is needed now, 
more than ever. From global 
problems, to domestic challeng-
es, to issues facing the Jewish 
people, tomorrow’s leaders will 
need that Maccabean bravery, 
courage, and faith to work each 
day to resolve problems whose 
solutions seem elusive.  

The miracle of the first night 
is the miracle of the Jewish spirit.  
It’s the miracle that we, despite 
our history of hardships, increas-
ing antisemitism, and a turning 
away from religion, we still light 
the flame. And we use that flame, 
the Shamash, to kindle another 
flame. We know not what the 
world will behold for our children 
and grandchildren. Our children 
and grandchildren know not 
how to solve the myriad of prob-
lems that plague humanity. But, 
like the Maccabees of old, we all 
light the menorah, sharing the 
faith our people have shared for 
centuries: that better days are 
still to come.

Chag urim sameach – Happy 
Hanukkah.

Rabbi Michael Ragozin leads 
Congregation Shirat Hayam of 
Swampscott. 

The miracle of the Jewish spirit

Rabbi Michael Ragozin

7 WilloW St., lynn 
781-599-5900

447 BroadWay, ChelSea 
617-884-3524

save 
medication delivery

Wishing all our 
friends & customers 

a very Healthy 
and Happy 

Hanukkah!



Greater Lynn Senior Services
8 Silsbee Street    Lynn, MA 01901    www.glss.net

GLSS

Happy
Hanukkah
Happy

Hanukkah

Best wishes for a 

FELDMAN 
ORTHODONTICS

Happy Hanukkah 
from

19 NAHANT ST., LYNN • 781-595-6639

 

From Bob Goldman 
and colleagues
Elizabeth B. Drake, Esq.

Jill Weiner, Esq.

Frank Hannigan, Esq.

Jenna DiPietro, Trust and Estate Administrator

Carly Himmelstein, Assistant

Leigh Ann Olivieri, Assistant

• Proud former president and board 
member, Epstein Hillel School 
(formerly Cohen Hillel Academy).

• Proud past board member of  
North Shore Alliance of  
GLBTQ Youth. 

• Proud board member of Essex 
County Community Foundation.  
See ImpactEssexCounty.org.

• Tax and estate planning, 
concentrating on sophisticated 
wealth transfer strategies.

• Advising donors to charities and 
charitable organizations. Counsel to 
nonprofit organizations.

• We draft wills and trusts for 
individuals and families who want an 
estate plan that minimizes exposure 
to estate and income taxes while 
reflecting the client’s values toward 
money, family and charity.

BOB GOLDMAN LAW LLP
81 Washington Street, Suite 308

Salem, MA 01970
978-594-4500

www.goldmanprivateclients.com

HAPPYHAPPY HANUKKAH!

HAPPY HANUKKAH 
FROM

www.newbrothersdanvers.com • 31 Maple St., Danvers • 978-750-0100
HOURS: MON-SAT. 7-7  •  SUN -7-1 BREAKFAST ONLY

From 

        Marblehead 
              Opticians

Serving Marblehead for over 30 years!

51 Atlantic Ave. Marblehead                           781-631-6600
Gary Freedman OD. RDO                         Jim Trick, RDO

CONRAD PROSNIEWSKI
Councillor At Large

To all my good friends 
at the Jewish Journal:

HAPPY HANUKKAH!
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By Chaya Rappoport 
NOSHER 

Ingredients:

For the cranberry jam:
12 oz. fresh cranberries
½ cup granulated sugar
juice of one orange
½ tsp fine sea salt
4-5 fresh sage leaves

For the dough:
¾ cup water
3 large eggs, lightly beaten
1 tsp vanilla extract
1 stick unsalted butter at room 

temperature, cubed
3½ cups all-purpose flour
½ cup sugar
1 Tbsp active dry yeast
1 tsp kosher salt
¼ tsp ground nutmeg
1 Tbsp orange zest

For frying:
6 cups vegetable oil, for frying

Directions:

To make the cranberry jam: In a medium 
saucepan, combine the cranberries, sugar, orange 
juice, sea salt and sage leaves. Bring to a boil, then 
reduce to a simmer. Simmer for 10 minutes, stir-
ring occasionally, until berries have broken down 
and the sauce has thickened and turned jammy. 
Remove from heat and discard the sage leaves. 
Set aside until ready to use. (This step can be pre-
pared ahead).

To make the dough: Heat the water until warm 
to the touch, around 110 degrees F. In the bowl of 
a stand mixer fitted with the whisk attachment, 
combine the water, eggs, sugar, vanilla extract 
and yeast. Switch to the paddle attachment and 
add the flour, kosher salt, nutmeg and orange 
zest. Mix until just combined. Switch to the dough 
hook and knead the dough on low speed for about 
3 minutes. The dough will be sticky – this is per-
fectly fine.

Increase the speed to medium and add the 
butter to the mixture, one cube at a time. Once 

all the butter has been added, mix the dough on 
high speed for 7 to 10 minutes, until completely 
smooth and elastic. To test the dough’s readiness, 
try stretching a piece of it. It should stretch eas-
ily to a point where it becomes translucent but 
doesn’t rip.

Put the dough in a greased bowl, cover with 
plastic wrap and refrigerate for a minimum of 12 
hours, or overnight.

When ready to make the donuts, line two bak-
ing sheets with parchment paper. Dust the paper 
well with flour. Tip the cold dough onto a lightly 
floured work surface and roll it into a 9½-by-12½-
inch rectangle. It should be about ½-inch thick.

Using a 3-inch round cookie cutter, cut out 
12 dough rounds and set them on the prepared 
sheets. Lightly cover them with plastic wrap and 
set in a warm place to proof for about 1½ hours. 
After proofing, the dough should look puffy and 
spring back slowly when pressed gently.

When you’re ready to fry, line a rimmed baking 
sheet with paper towels. Spoon the cranberry jam 
into a pastry bag fitted with a small round tip.

Add the oil to a medium-sized, heavy-bot-
tomed pot. Heat the oil to between 350 and 365 
F. Carefully add 2 to 3 donuts to the oil and fry 
them until golden brown, around 2 to 3 minutes 
per side. Using a slotted spoon, remove the fried 
donuts from the fryer and transfer to paper towels. 

To fill the donuts: Use a knife or a chopstick 
to poke a hole into one side of each doughnut. 
Be careful not to poke through to the other side. 
Insert the tip of the pastry bag into the hole and 
gently squeeze to fill.

Top with powdered sugar. Serve immediately.

Photo: Chaya Rappoport

Cranberry challah donuts recipe
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Happy Chanukah!

From Michael Connor
Connor Real Estate

michaelconnor821@gmail.com  •  781-581-5940

Happy
Hanukkah

429 Washington Street, Boston
617.542.3902  •  www.ebhorn.com

182

Jewelers Since 1839

HAPPY CHANUKAH
from Hebrew College

TTUURRNN  AA  NNEEWW  LLEEAAFF  IINN  22002222  WWIITTHH  JJEEWWIISSHH  LLEEAARRNNIINNGG. 

Watch for winter community education classes in  

January. hebrewcollege.edu/community-learning

3 BESSOM STREET  •  VILLAGE PLAZA
MARBLEHEAD, MA 01945

781-631-1669

Happy Hanukkah
from

Happy Hanukkah

www.sharonmemorial.com

Wishing you a meaningful Passover 
from Fara  and Jay Goldberg & Spire Investments

spireinvest.com

from Fara and Jay Goldberg & Spire Investments

Wishing you  
a Happy  
Hanukkah



21 Atlantic Avenue • One Humphrey Street, Marblehead, MA 01945
100 Cummings Center, Suite 101-F, Beverly, MA 01915

125 Canal Street, Salem, MA 01970

Telephone: (800) 475-1871 • (781) 631-5500

WWW.MARBLEBANK.COM

Member FDIC
Member DIF
Equal Housing Lender

To All Our Friends and Customers

Warm Wishes 
for a Joyous Chanukah  
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By Rabbi Alison 
Adler

Hanukkah this 
year is dif-
ferent than 

in past years, and 
not only because 
we are still living 
in a pandemic and 
Hanukkah is start-
ing Thanksgiving 
weekend. This year, 
5782, is a Shmita 
year. According to our Torah, 
every seven years the Holy Land 
shall lie fallow. It is a Shabbat 
Ha-aretz, a sabbath for the 
Land. Crops are not planted 
and harvested, but people can 
glean from what grows naturally. 
The poor and wild animals are 
invited to take what they need. 
Even for those of us who do 
not live in Israel, the values of 
Shmita are more relevant than 
ever. Shmita is a radical reset 
of how we understand our rela-
tionship to the earth, the cycles 
of nature, our responsibility for 
each other and all creatures, and 
how we relate to what is “ours” 
and what we really need. Shmita 
values help us foster compas-
sion, empathy, care and even 
partnership with all life.

These themes are interesting 
when we consider Hanukkah. 
Once a minor holiday, Hanukkah 
has become commercialized in 
our society – as has Christmas. 
Many of us parents struggle 
with balancing our kids’ desire 
to keep up with their friends 
and fit in, with making sure we 
are teaching the essence of the 
holiday. Along comes Shmita 
to remind us that we can live 

with enough. 
We don’t need 
more and more 
and more just 
because commer-
cials and ads tell 
us we do. When 
we do shop, per-
haps do so from 
local businesses 
to support them, 
or find recycled 
or reused things 
(I am a big fan of 

consignment stores; many web-
sites offer gently used goods). Of 
course, gifts can be donations in 
someone’s name to an organiza-
tion that reflects that person’s 
values or concerns. Planting 
trees, giving gifts to local chari-
ties or volunteering time is a 
great mitzvah. You likely have 
other ideas along these lines. 

Shmita raises deep questions 
about the nature of a healthy 
and sustainable life, for indi-
viduals, society and the earth. 
Hanukkah is a celebration of 
bringing light into darkness, 
and the weak overcoming the 
oppression of the powerful. Put 
them together this year, and 
reframe how we understand 
the beauty and even simplic-
ity of this eight-day Festival of 
Lights. The act of kindling the 
hanukkiya and sitting with the 
light (with or without latkes and 
chocolate) can itself be enough 
– grateful for light, love and life 
itself. May you and your fami-
lies enjoy this holiday season, 
chag sameach. 

Rabbi Alison Adler leads 
Temple B’nai Abraham in 
Beverly.

Hanukkah and Shmita

Rabbi Alison Adler

We've got a special Hanukkah treat for you at:
CJP.org/thenandnow

You’ll find memories and photos from way back when, as well as new 
traditions, recipes, and inspiration for today. Better yet, join in the fun 

and submit your own story or photo!

Wishing you a very happy Hanukkah from all your friends at CJP.



www.BostonBeautyOnline.com

 SWAMPSCOTT MIDDLETON
 Vinnin Square 253 South Main Street
 Next to HomeGoods Rte. 114
 (781) 592-5464 (978) 750-0990

 WAKEFIELD BURLINGTON 
 1285 Main Street 120 Cambridge Street/Rte. 3A 
 (781) 662-0454 (781) 272-0378 

Four Convenient Locations… One Near You!

Makeup – Hair care – Skin care –  Styling tools
Designer inspired jewelry – Nail polish – and More

Happy Hanukkah
to all of our friends and patrons
Happy Hanukkah
to all of our friends and patrons

www.ReflectiveDesigner.com
North Shore, South, West and Greater Boston

978-897-7767

www.ReflectiveDesigner.com
North Shore, South, West and Greater Boston

978-897-7767

Happy Hanukkah  
to all our  

friends & clients
Joe Barnett - Beverly Ferguson - Elaine MonacoJoe Barnett - Beverly Ferguson - Elaine Monaco
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By Paula Shoyer
JNS.org

Everyone loves potato latkes but no one likes 
the mess of frying them or the guilt associat-
ed with eating them. Try this baked version.

LATKES

Ingredients: 
2 tablespoons sunflower or safflower oil, or 

more if needed
½ medium onion, quartered
3 scallions, ends trimmed, cut into thin slices 

or chopped into small pieces
3 medium potatoes (about 1½ pounds), 

scrubbed clean and unpeeled
2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice
2 large eggs
½ teaspoon baking powder
2 tablespoons potato starch
½ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon black pepper

Directions:
Preheat oven to 450 degrees. When the oven 

is hot, pour 2 tablespoons of oil onto 2 jelly-roll 
pans and turn them in every direction so that 
the oil coats the pans. Heat the pans in the oven 
for 5 minutes. Place the onions and scallions in 
the bowl of a food processor and chop them into 
small pieces. Place them in a medium bowl.

Shred the potatoes by hand on the large holes 
of a box grater or in a food processor with the 
shredding blade and place in the bowl. Add the 
lemon juice, eggs, baking powder, potato starch, 
salt and pepper; mix well.

Very carefully remove one of the pans and 
use your hands or a spoon to scoop up and drop 
clumps of the potato mixture, a little less than ¼ 
cup, onto the pan. I use my hands. Press the mix-
ture down to flatten it a little.

Place the pan in the oven for 10 to 12 minutes, 
and immediately remove the second oiled pan. 
Repeat the same process with the remaining 
potato mixture and bake the second pan of latkes 

for 10 to 12 minutes. Bake them until the edges 
are well browned, and then with a slotted spatula 
turn them over and cook the latkes for another 8 
to 10 minutes, or until the bottoms are browned. 
May be made 2 days in advance and reheated in 
the oven.

EVERYTHING BAGEL  
BBQ CHICKEN WINGS  

Time to pressure: 15 to 17 minutes
Cooking time: 5 minutes, plus broil for  

10 minutes
Button to use: Pressure Cook
Release type: Quick Release
Advance prep: May be made two days in 

advance
 
Ingredients:
1 cup water
3 to 4 pounds chicken wings
1 cup barbecue sauce of choice
½ teaspoon black pepper
3 to 3½ tablespoons Everything Bagel spice, 

divided

Directions:
Place the water into the inner pot and add the 

steam rack. Pile the wings on top. Secure the lid, 
ensuring that the steam release handle is in the 
Sealing position. Press the Pressure Cook button 
and set the cooking time for 5 minutes.

When the cooking time is complete, turn the 
steam release handle to the Venting position to 
quickly release the pressure. Preheat the oven to 
broil. Press cancel and open the lid. Remove the 
wings to a baking pan.

Pour the barbecue sauce and pepper on top 
and toss to coat. Sprinkle half of the Everything 
Bagel spice on top. Place the pan into the oven on 
a rack in the top third of the oven, but not on the 
oven rack closest to the heat. Broil for 5 minutes.

Turn the wings over, and add the remaining 
Everything Bagel spice and broil for another 
5 minutes, or longer until desired browning. 
Serves 6.

Potato and scallion latkes with chicken wings 
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