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SICTAKING CARE OF YOUR MONEY, AND YOU.

By David M. Shribman
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

PITTSBURGH — Tree of Life. 
Chabad of Poway. And now: 
Congregation Beth Israel.

Here we go again. 
Once more, an attack on Jews 

at prayer. Once more, the seren-
ity of the sanctuary is shattered. 

Once more, 
shudders of 
fear across 
the country. 

Once more, a sense of helpless-
ness, of bewilderment, of hor-
ror.

Once more the question, as 

old as antiquity and yet as fresh 
as the newspaper at our doors, 
the cable broadcast on our tele-
visions, the social media mes-
sages on our devices: Why? Why 
now? Why us?

That triad of questions is for 
theologians, for scholars, for 
God. Three times since October 
2018 – and many more through-
out the centuries – those ques-
tions have been on our lips and 
in the meditation of our hearts. 
Hell – is it OK to use that word in 
a Jewish newspaper? – I’ve writ-
ten this column, or ones just 
like it, so many times that this 
one nearly writes itself.

Watch me do it again, a ritual 
now performed for Colleyville, 
Texas, as it was in October 2018 
for Pittsburgh and then, in April 
2019, for Poway, Calif.: Retreat 
from the television and open 
my computer. Check the web 
for the latest developments and 
the correct spelling of words 
that aren’t usually in the vocab-
ulary of a political columnist. 
Determine whether “shul,” 
being a foreign word (Yiddish), 
takes an upper-case “S” (prob-
ably not, because it has been 
meshed into common English 
usage). Search for the latest 

Rabbi David Meyer 
to retire from Temple 
Emanu-El in June 2023

Danvers Holocaust Symposium asks 
‘What does the Holocaust have to do with me?’

THE HOSTAGE CRISIS AT TEXAS 
TEMPLE WAS ALL TOO BELIEVABLE

On Jan. 15, a gunman held a rabbi and three congregants hostage in a Texas temple.

Opinion

By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

DANVERS — Last year, Danvers was in the news, 
but not for reasons that made its leaders and commu-
nity members proud. Amid allegations of antisemitism, 
racism and homophobia in the Danvers High School 
hockey team, there were complaints about lack of 
transparency and accountability in the school and 
police departments. Then, in November, swastikas were 
discovered at the Holten Richmond Middle School and 
in December, a swastika was found at Danvers High 
School.  

In response, about 200 people gathered for a “vigil 
of inclusion” organized by the Danvers Human Rights 
and Inclusion Committee and the Danvers Interfaith 
Partnership. But Danvers officials, especially the School 

Committee and administration, wanted to go further. 
To that end, Danvers Public Schools partnered with 

Lappin Foundation to host a six-week  Intergenerational 
Holocaust Symposium on Zoom. The free program 
began Jan. 6 and includes 39 students and 34 adults. 

“We need to continue to work on ensuring our school 
has a safe and respectful climate and empower all our 
community members to call out and fight against 
biased and hateful language and actions,” Danvers 
High School Principal Adam Federico said in an email. 
“This work needs to be done by students, faculty and 
families.”

Consisting of curated materials, primary sources, 
films, survivor testimony, a book read and discussions, 
the symposium was created in response to antisemi-
tism, swastikas and racist graffiti showing up more fre-Three swastikas have been found at Danvers public 

schools since the fall. continued on page 16

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF

MARBLEHEAD — Rabbi 
David Meyer, who has led 
Temple Emanu-El for the 
last 30 years, plans to retire 
in June 2023. The announce-
ment came last week at the 
Marblehead synagogue’s 
board of trustees meeting. 

A native of Prairie Village, 
Kan., Meyer went to rabbin-
ical school at the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion in New 
York City and was ordained 
in 1986. He also holds a 
master’s degree in theol-
ogy from Harvard, and was 
awarded an honorary doc-
torate of divinity from the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion. Meyer joined Temple Emanu-El in 1992.  

“Leading an active and vibrant congregation requires a rabbi 
to put forth an enormous amount of both physical and creative 
energy, and I am grateful to have continued to be blessed with a 
combination of good health, enthusiasm, imagination, and forti-
tude,” said Rabbi Meyer. 

“It may seem that giving a full 18-month notice leading to my 
role as Rabbi Emeritus is excessive, but I – and our temple leader-
ship agree – that the rabbinic transition will be a critical moment 
for our congregation, as it was 30 years ago when I began. Temple 
Emanu-El is blessed with an exceptional board and highly capable 
officers to manage the effort, and I will offer my full support and 
whatever guidance might be appropriate. 

“In addition, for the next year and a half, I will continue to serve 
the temple to my fullest capacity, being with our families in times 
of joy and sorrow, bringing my love of teaching to our children and 
adults alike, and maintaining my passions for lifelong learning, for 

continued on page 24 continued on page 4

Rabbi David Meyer
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TAKING CARE OF YOUR MONEY, AND YOU.

By Rich Tenorio

JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON – There’s a local 

Jewish connection to a Boston 

Christmastime tradition that 

recently celebrated a milestone.

Every year since 1971, the 

city of Boston has received a 

Christmas tree from the Canadian 

province of Nova Scotia. This year, 

Mayor Michelle Wu marked the 

50th anniversary of this annual 

tradition with an extravaganza on 

Boston Common. 

The gift is in recognition of an 

earlier act of generosity. In 1917, 

the state of Massachusetts sent a 

much-needed relief expedition to 

Halifax following a tragedy that 

occurred on Dec. 6 of that year. In 

what the Halifax municipal gov-

ernment website called “the big-

gest man-made explosion before 

the nuclear age,” two ships col-

lided in the harbor. One carried 

explosives for World War I, and the 

collision caused a blast that killed 

over 2,000 people and left much of 

the city devastated. The leader of 

the Massachusetts relief expedi-

tion was a prominent Boston Jew 

named Abraham “Cap” Ratshesky.

“He was tapped very quickly 

by the governor of Massachusetts 

when the Halifax explosion 

occurred, to mobilize medical 

personnel, resources, money,” 

said Rachel C. King, the execu-

tive director of the Wyner Family 

Jewish Heritage Center at the New 

England Historic Genealogical 

Society.
Born in Boston in 1864 to 

Eastern European immigrant par-

ents Asher and Bertha Ratshesky, 

young Abraham entered life with 

a unique middle name: “Captain.” 

A shortened version became his 

nickname: “Cap.”

According to King, Ratshesky 

established the US Trust Company 

bank out of a desire to help immi-

grant Jews. He served as a state 

senator, and was a delegate to 

multiple Republican national 

conventions. During World War 

I, he was also the assistant food 

administrator for Massachusetts. 

Later in life, he was named U.S. 

ambassador to Czechoslovakia, 

where he earned the Order of the 

White Lion – that nation’s highest 

honor, King said.

His philanthropy included 

involvement with the fore-

runner of Combined Jewish 

Philanthropies of Greater Boston; 

helping to create Beth Israel 

Hospital; and donating a building 

for the Boston headquarters of the 

American Red Cross. In 1916, he 

created his own foundation, which 

survives to this day. He and his 

wife, Edith (Shuman) Ratshesky, 

lived on Commonwealth Avenue 

in Boston’s Back Bay and had 

an oceanfront summer home in 

Beverly, called “The Birches.” In 

the 1920s, he lent support to a 

maritime cause – the restoration 

of the USS Constitution.

Rebecca Steinfield, a descen-

dant of Ratshesky’s sister Rebecca 

(Ratshesky) Morse and the cur-

rent president of the AC Ratshesky 

Foundation, said that the choice 

of her ancestor to run the Halifax 

relief effort might have been 

because of his past involvement 

with the American Red Cross and 

Beth Israel.

By Steve Marantz

JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

In the photograph, Jack King’s 

smile is that of a golfer trium-

phant. He’s on the 12th green of 

Kernwood Country Club, after his 

first and only hole-in-one. His is 

a radiant smile, of someone who 

knows that golf’s most precious 

reward is paid for in routine frus-

tration.
There’s a story behind King’s 

smile. As with most smiles, 

it begins with his dentist, Dr. 

Howard Rosenkrantz. With King in 

for an exam in 2004, Rosenkrantz 

posed a question.

“Jack, why don’t you join 

Kernwood?”

King was caught off guard. 

Kernwood Country Club in Salem 

was a historically Jewish pri-

vate club, established in 1914 by 

Jewish businessmen who were 

excluded from other clubs in the 

region. King was an Irish-Catholic 

who grew up in blue-collar Lynn, 

a graduate of St. Mary’s School 

and West Point.

“Mmmph?” he replied, with a 

dental tool in his mouth. 

Rosenkrantz continued, “We’re 

trying to diversify membership. 

I’ll sponsor you.”

A couple of years later, when 

King retired from a career in the 

military and oil/gas industry, 

he and his wife, Mary, decided 

to join a club. They considered 

Tedesco in Marblehead and 

Salem Country Club – both his-

torically gentile clubs – before 

taking Rosenkrantz up on his 

offer.
“I had consulted with my 

childhood friends, avid golf-

ers, who told me Kernwood was 

the most beautiful course on 

the North Shore,” King recalled. 

Kernwood’s active women golfers 

enhanced its appeal to his wife, 

as did the swimming pool and 

tennis courts.

King went before Kernwood’s 

membership committee and 

was admitted. Later, after he had 

learned more about the club, 

King thought back to his dental 

exam and Rosenkrantz’s invita-

tion.
“When he said, ‘We’re trying 

to diversify membership,’ I didn’t 

realize he meant religiously,” said 

King. “No one told me that when 

I joined.”

When King became a mem-

ber in 2006, Kernwood had less 

than 10 non-Jews among 250 golf 

members, he recalled. In 2014, 

Kernwood’s centennial year, King 

was elected as its first non-Jew-

ish president. Today, 50 percent 

of the club’s golf membership is 

non-Jewish. 

The transformation was part of 

Kernwood’s campaign to survive 

the Great Recession of 2008-2010. 

About 75 Jewish members were 

forced to leave, a few of them 

Why tee time at Salem’s Kernwood CC  

isn’t just for Jews anymore

The Christmas tree at Boston Common. 

HOW A JEWISH PHILANTHROPIST PROMPTED HALIFAX  

TO SEND A CHRISTMAS TREE TO BOSTON FOR 50 YEARS

continued on page 8

continued on page 8
Jack King celebrates a hole-in-one at Kernwood.  
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By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON — Dr. Katherine Gergen-
Barnett recently had a direct experience 
with how challenging COVID-19 can be: 
She and her family were diagnosed with 
the coronavirus.

Her job as a family physician at Boston 
Medical Center – where she is also a 
vice chair of primary care innovation 
and transformation – involves treating 
COVID patients. Following her diagnosis, 
she had to take a week off and go into 
quarantine, joining fellow physicians and 
nurses who had been infected.

Today, Gergen-Barnett said that she 
and her family “are all recovered. We had 
very mild symptoms, largely thanks to 
being fully vaccinated and boosted. It 
gives you even more direct experience 
with what it’s like to go through an ill-
ness.”

Experiences such as hers are grow-
ing more and more common during the 
Omicron variant surge.

“One year ago, I did have friends who 
did not personally know anybody who had 
COVID,” said Dr. Howard Heller, an infec-
tious disease doctor at Massachusetts 
General Hospital. “Now, everybody I know 
knows several people who had COVID 
during the last few weeks.”

Both Heller and Gergen-Barnett report-
ed increasing caseloads and decreasing 
staff at their respective hospitals. Gergen-
Barnett, who also is an associate clinical 
professor at the Boston University School 
of Medicine, had to cancel her plans to 
attend a bar and bat mitzvah for a pair of 
twins last Saturday out of a need to see 
patients on an emergency basis.

“In the last few weeks, obviously, the 
ER is just jam-packed,” she said.

“Working at BMC, the largest safety-
net hospital in all of New England, a lot 

of people who are my patients are below 
200 percent of the poverty level. They’re 
hit the hardest by the pandemic in all of 
the medical ways, all of the social and 
economic ways.”

She takes care of people of all ages, 
including some who get home medical 
visits.

At MGH, Heller works with both inpa-
tients and outpatients. Some of the inpa-
tients come to the hospital for reasons 
other than COVID-19, yet when they are 
tested upon admittance or three days 
later, they are found to have the corona-
virus as well.

“These patients obviously picked it up 
right before coming into the hospital,” 
Heller said. “They’ll say, ‘Oh, my in-laws 
had the virus last week, my son had it.’”

Among the COVID cases, there contin-
ue to be critical patients on ventilators.

“Most of these patients [on ventila-
tors] are not vaccinated,” Heller said. 
“Some of them … are immunosup-
pressed – even if they got the vaccine, 
they would not respond to the vaccine 
enough. Essentially, not being vaccinat-
ed, for the most part, is the only [way of] 
seeing severe illness.”

One of Heller’s new responsibilities is 

serving on a team of doctors that decides 
upon the definitions of high-risk patients 
who can get the new antiviral treatments. 
He said this includes unvaccinated 
patients.

“People who have not been vaccinated 
are at highest risk of getting sick and 
dying,” he said.

At BMC, one of Gergen-Barnett’s col-
leagues told her about an unvaccinated 
patient in his early 30s who recently died 
from COVID-19.

However, she said, “Given the amount 
of infection in the community, we are 
seeing Omicron likely less severe in terms 
of putting patients in the ICU or on ven-
tilators. We’re in a place where more and 
more people are vaccinated.”

Heller said that he does not bring up 
vaccination when seeing unvaccinated 
patients in acute settings, but otherwise 
it’s a topic he and his colleagues try to talk 
about with patients.

“Everybody gives different reasons,” 
he said of unvaccinated patients. “We try 
to address them as best we can. Some 
people really just don’t understand the 
risks of getting COVID. In their mind, 
the risks of vaccination are greater than 
the risks of the disease. We have a con-
versation, tell them the reality – all vac-
cines have risks … With every vaccine, 
we weigh the risks of getting the vaccine 
versus the disease.”

Gergen-Barnett tries to raise aware-
ness about the pandemic through op-
eds for The Boston Globe and monthly 
appearances on Boston Public Radio’s 
“Ask the Doc” segment with BPR hosts 
Jim Braude and Margery Eagan.  

“For me, it’s how do I bring the oppor-
tunity to use my position to be a public 
voice, represent people I see every day, 
especially on health equity and COVID-
19, using really every opportunity I have 
to speak about it, write about it, talk to 

the public about it,” Gergen-Barnett said.
Her latest Globe column urged fairer 

treatment of formerly incarcerated indi-
viduals who had been living at the Mass 
& Cass, homeless camp located close to 
BMC.

“Working at Boston Medical Center, 
you’re sort of at the epicenter of a lot of 
things happening in Boston,” she said. 
“Our mission is to take care of people 
with exceptional care, without excep-
tions – that’s our tagline.”

When not working at the hospital or 
raising awareness, Gergen-Barnett stays 
calm by going on long-distance runs 
while listening to podcasts – although 
she noted that calmness is a relative term 
during the pandemic.

Heller said keeping perspective helps 
him stay calm.

“The world has been through horrible 
things, gone through it and recovered,” 
he said, listing the Spanish flu pandemic 
of 1918 as well as more recent outbreaks 
such as Ebola from 2013 to 2016. “There 
always is an end. Sometimes it happens 
fast, sometimes more slow.”

Currently, Gergen-Barnett said, “we’re 
all hoping Omicron [situations] will fol-
low South Africa in terms of rapid rise 
and rapid decline.”

Before Omicron, things had been 
looking a little more normal for Gergen-
Barnett’s family. They were able to cel-
ebrate the bat mitzvah of her middle 
daughter at Temple Beth Zion in 
Brookline.

“We worked very closely with TBZ 
to keep everyone safe,” Gergen-Barnett 
said.

Now, during the latest surge, she urged 
people not to lose hope. “This is a time 
we need more self-compassion, self-care 
than ever,” she said. “All of us – no matter 
what we do – physicians, parents, school-
teachers, bus drivers.”

During latest COVID surge, local doctors urge patience and compassion

Dr. Katherine Gergen-Barnett
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By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

MEDFORD — When Michael 
Bloomberg and his younger 
sister, Marjorie, were growing 
up in the city in the 1950s, the 
Medford Public Library was the 
go-to place for their family.

Their parents, Charlotte 
and William Bloomberg, who 
bought their modest home in 
West Medford not far from the 
library, were avid readers who 
shared their passion for books 
and knowledge with their chil-
dren. 

For the next 65 years, 
Charlotte Bloomberg, who lived 
in Medford until her death in 
2011 at age 102, was a regular 
library patron who joined one 
of its first book clubs and was 
known to pop in – sometimes 
on a daily basis – to grab her 
latest read.

Now, with the city’s new 
Charlotte and William Bloom-
berg Medford Public Library 
building, the Bloomberg sib-
lings have paid a fitting tribute 
to their parents. The library’s 
name reflects a leading $3 mil-
lion contribution made by 
Michael Bloomberg.

“My parents instilled in 
my brother and me a love of 
learning and reading, and 
the Medford library gave us a 
chance to broaden our hori-
zons,” Marjorie Bloomberg 
Tiven said in August 2020, when 
the donation was announced.

“The Medford Public Library 
was one of the most impor-
tant places in town,” Michael 
Bloomberg, the former mayor 
of New York City, said at the 
time. “This gives us a way to 
say thanks and to help it keep 
bringing the gift of reading and 
learning to more families.” 

The new library opened on 

Jan. 3 – at the same High Street 
location in the center of town – 
after two years of construction, 
during which the library tem-
porarily relocated to a Medford 
office building.

The new library transforms 
what was an outdated, 60-plus-
year-old building in disrepair 
and not fully accessible to a 
stunning and spacious facil-
ity that promises to become a 
vibrant center for literary, com-
munity, and social life for resi-
dents of all ages.

“It’s a pleasure to walk in,” 
said Barbara Kerr, the library’s 
director, a week after the new 
building opened. “The best part 
is seeing the public’s response. 
Someone was practically in 
tears” of happiness, she noted 
in a phone conversation. 

While there are a few COVID-
19-related delays – including 
postponing all opening cer-
emonies – Kerr has high hopes 
that the library’s expansive and 
accessible space will bolster 
its already robust array of pro-
grams. 

“Your modern library is a 
community center,” she said.

With the naming of its state-
of-the-art library, the city cel-
ebrates the Bloombergs’ legacy, 
Medford Mayor Breanna Lungo-
Koehn said in an email. “Though 
I never had the chance to meet 
them, I know that their love of 
the community and dedica-
tion to expanding educational 
resources will be cherished by 
all who frequent the library,” the 
mayor said.  

A civic building that serves 
Medford’s diverse population, 
the new library carries the sto-
ries of two Jewish families with 
historic ties to the city: the 
Bloombergs, and the family of 
the late Barbara and Marshall 
Sloane, the founder of Century 
Bank, who bought their first 
home in Medford before mov-
ing to Newton. Some 30 years 
ago, Century Bank established 

its headquarters in the city. 
In 2018 – after the library 

snagged a competitive $12.2 
million state construction grant 

from the Massachusetts Board 
of Libraries Commissioners – 
the Sloanes’ son, Barry Sloane, 
stepped up to lead the Medford 
Public Library Foundation to 
raise the needed private dona-
tions to support the project.

“It was the least I could do to 
secure the future of education 
and intellectual pursuit” for the 
city, Sloane told the Journal in a 
phone conversation.

Michael Bloomberg’s dona-
tion capped the approximate-
ly $27 million library project. 
Bloomberg Philanthropies was 
very receptive to the library 
project, Sloane said.

“I think it was like going 
home” for Bloomberg, who 
used the library as a comfort-
able space to study in his youth, 
Sloane said. 

The project came in some 
$7 million less than originally 

anticipated, said Sloane, who 
was president and CEO of 
Century Bank and the oldest of 
the Sloane children. 

The foundation raised more 
than $5 million to date, exceed-
ing its goal, he said. 

“We were thrilled so many 
Medford people and former 
residents wanted to show their 
appreciation,” said Sloane. 
Century Bank contributed 
$200,000 to the new library.  

Now that the building is 
open, Sloane feels a sense of 
accomplishment. “The job was 
under budget and lots of people 
have toured it and everybody 
likes it,” Sloane said. 

“It’s my legacy to the city. It 
means a lot to me.”

“The new building is spectac-
ular,” said Barbara Rutstein, a 
longtime Medford resident who 

Ring in new year with us and 
enjoy the ease of having all

the support you need. 
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Bloombergs’ legacy lives on in new Medford library

Photo: Penny Schwartz 
A panel in the light-filled entry-
way of the Charlotte and William 
Bloomberg Medford Public 
Library.

continued on page 20

Courtesy: Schwartz Silver 
The Charlotte and William Bloomberg Medford Public Library in 
Medford Square, designed by Boston architects Schwartz Silver.  
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music, for Zionism, social jus-
tice, and personal growth.”

In an email to congregants, 
Temple Emanu-El President 
Lisa Nagel said, “We have been 
very fortunate to have had his 
leadership, wise counsel, and 
spiritual guidance for 30 years. 
Change can be challenging but 
we are excited for the next chap-
ter, both for Rabbi Meyer and 
for Temple Emanu-El. 

“We will now begin the pro-
cess of putting together a search 
committee whose members will 
represent all aspects of Temple 
life. The committee will handle 
fact-finding from our congrega-
tion, staff, and our community; 
review of applicants and arrang-
ing interviews; and a thoughtful 
transition for Rabbi Meyer and 
for our incoming new Rabbi. 

“We will be welcoming input 
from the entire congregation 
shortly as we begin the search 
process for our next Rabbi. 
There will be opportunities to 
gather all of your thoughts in 
the near future through a variety 
of means, including a congrega-
tional survey and focus groups. 
  “Thanks to Rabbi Meyer and 
the staff of Temple Emanu-El, 
we are in a very good position 
to build upon our mission of 
providing a warm and welcom-
ing place for people of all ages 
to experience Jewish life, learn-
ing, community, and spiritual 
growth. This will be a wonderful 
opportunity for us to grow and 
expand upon the range of ser-
vices and programs we offer to 
you, our congregants, as well as 
to future generations who enter 
our Temple doors.

“Of course, we plan to cel-
ebrate and honor Rabbi Meyer 
for his years of dedication as 
our leader and will keep you 
updated on the details for those 
events.”

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

Sandwiched between a 
Domino’s pizza and the Gourmet 
Garden Chinese/Japanese res-
taurant in Swampscott’s Vinnin 
Square, one can find a kosher 
dessert option if you prefer mar-
ijuana-infused edibles. 

Terpene Journey, the town’s 
first recreational cannabis store, 
opened last August and is one of 
the few places where kosher edi-
bles can be purchased legally in 
Greater Boston. They sell three 
kosher dark chocolate bars: 
Mint Cookie, Almond Toffee, 
and Peanut Butter Crumble. The 
Mint Cookie and Peanut Butter 
bars contain only THC, while 
the Almond Toffee includes both 
THC and CBD, according to the 
Terpene website. THC is the 
main psychoactive compound 
in cannabis that produces the 
“high” – while CBD has medi-
cal qualities that may ease pain, 
lower anxiety, and stimulate 
appetite. Terpene also carries 

several kosher marijuana strains 
and vaporizers. 

All are produced by 253 
Farmacy, a Turners Falls dispen-
sary that is certified kosher by 
Rabbi Yaakov Cohen of Whole 
Kosher Services.  WKS is a mem-
ber of the Association of Kashrus 
Organizations in the United 
States. 

“The chocolates have been 
a resounding success. People 
are definitely noticing that they 
are kosher certified and that is 
important to some,” said Tom 
Bogacz, who founded Terpene 
Journey with his husband, Justin 
Eppley. 

“One of the challenges with 
cannabis edibles is often they 
have a bit of a stronger taste 
and not everyone appreciates 

that taste. These are delicious 
dark chocolate bars and they are 
a much better tasting product 
than a lot of the other edibles 
that I’ve had. And so we’ve had 
a lot of positive feedback on 
them.”

Bogacz said he hopes to 
add additional kosher edibles, 
if and when they are available. 
Currently, gummies – usually 
contain gelatin – melted cow 
bones, or even pig bones, mak-
ing the product not kosher. 

Rabbi Cohen, who certifies 
the kosher chocolate edibles, 
first became interested in kosher 
marijuana after his late son was 
diagnosed with cancer when he 
was 5. 

“We flew to California and 
hooked up with a doctor, who 

gave us a prescription for raw 
cannabis flowers that we had 
to juice. Because, according to 
the doctor, if you juice the raw 
flower, it has all of the benefi-
cial properties without the psy-
choactive effects,” Cohen wrote 
in a column in Newsweek last 
year. “I want to bring this medi-
cine available to more people 
– certainly to people who would 
consider using cannabis to ease 
their pain but are holding back 
because of religious reasons or 
stigma. But I also want to help 
break the barrier.”

Bogacz advises consumers 
who purchase edibles to keep 
the products in a locked, secure 
area away from children. 

For more information about 
Terpene Journey, visit www.ter-
penejourney.com.

  

Swampscott’s first marijuana shop has high hopes 
for kosher chocolate bars

Tom Bogacz, co-owner of Terpene Journey, displays his kosher 
chocolate bars.

Rabbi Yaakov Cohen

Rabbi David 
Meyer to retire 
from Temple 
Emanu-El
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1.5 million Jewish children murdered during the Holocaust.
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By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

It was spring 2021, the second year of 
the pandemic, and filmmakers Rachael 
DeCruz and Jeremy S. Levine were 
depressed. They were living in Alabama, 
a state with one of the lowest vaccination 
rates in the country. 

“We had nearly forgotten what it 
was like to make eye contact with other 
humans. We finally had a vaccine, but 
people weren’t getting the shot – at least 
not in Alabama,” Levine said by email.

The Massachusetts natives’ dour 
moods lifted, however, when they heard 
about Dorothy Oliver, a woman who 
was running a vaccination drive out of 
her mobile home convenience store in 
Panola, a rural Black town of almost 400 
near the Mississippi border. Panola was 
too small for its own COVID vaccine 
center and the closest hospital is almost 
40 miles away. Many residents don’t have 
cars; some still rely on horses for trans-
portation.

Oliver and County Commis sioner 
Drucilla Russ-Jackson hatched a plan 
to keep their town safe. Rather than try 
to bring Panola’s unvaccinated to the 
hospital, they would bring the hospital 
to Panola. They persuaded a local clinic 
to bring a pop-up site to the town under 
one challenging condition: They had to 
convince 40 residents to sign up for the 
vaccine.

Although Panola had its share of skep-
tics, a lot of residents wanted the shot. It 
was logistics – not anti-vax ideology – that 
kept them from getting it. As social jus-
tice advocates and activists, Levine and 
DeCruz were troubled by the underlying 

unfairness behind the public health real-
ity of this poor, Black rural community. 

They jumped into their car and drove 
out – unannounced – to meet Oliver 
at her store. “Instead of sitting on our 
couch in a state of existential dread, we 
set out to seek solutions – and frankly, 
some hope,” said Levine. 

Oliver welcomed them like family 
from the beginning. “She showed us that 
even in trying times, even when discuss-
ing a politically fraught issue, the only 
way forward is with hope, warmth, and a 
sense of humor,” DeCruz said. 

Levine and DeCruz were so struck 
by Oliver’s tenacity and the injustice of 
Panola’s situation that they decided to 
bring the story to a larger audience. “The 
Panola Project,” a 16-minute documen-
tary they coproduced and codirected, 
chronicles Oliver’s campaign as she goes 
door to door, talking people into signing 
up and lightly chiding them about their 
fears and concerns. The film was recently 
named an official selection of the 2022 
Sundance Film Festival. 

DeCruz and Levine, who grew up in 
Beverly but met as adults in New York 
City, share a deep commitment to social 

justice issues. They were both raised 
in families grounded by Jewish values, 
culture and traditions. They moved to 
Tuscaloosa when Levine was hired as an 
assistant professor of media production 
at the University of Alabama.

Levine remembers learning about the 
Jews’ difficult history as a kid, when 
he attended Hebrew school at Temple 
B’nai Abraham in Beverly. “This created 
a deep-rooted desire to fight for justice 
for all. The idea of ‘tikkun olam’ was 
important to my worldview from early 
on,” he said.

DeCruz’s life and identity were shaped 
by both race and religion. Her mother 
is white and Jewish and her father is 
Black. Growing up, she didn’t know many 
mixed-race families and at home, “We 
never talked about race, despite the fact 
that it was impacting each of our lives 
every day in numerous ways. I spent a lot 
of my childhood trying to figure out my 
place and understand the many layers 
of my identity. These factors were a large 
part of what drove me to do racial justice 
work,” said DeCruz, the associate direc-
tor of advocacy at Boston University’s 
Center for Antiracist Research.

“The Panola Project,” which spotlights 
the racial and social inequities behind 
public health policy, was a perfect fit 
for these two filmmakers professionally 
and personally, with Oliver as its perfect 
spokesperson. “I just felt like I had to do 
it because the government, nobody does 
enough in this area,” Oliver explains on 
camera. “This area here is majority Black. 
Kind of puts you on the back burner.” 

Oliver received USA Today’s Best of 
Humankind/Best of Womankind Award, 
which recognizes and celebrates an 

everyday person who is making a differ-
ence in their community. Dr. Anthony 
Fauci thanked her, saying her work can 
serve as a model for the country.

DeCruz points out that, despite 
Alabama having one of the lowest vac-
cination rates in the country, 99 percent 
of adults in Panola have now received 
their shots, thanks to Oliver and Russ-
Jackson’s relentless campaign. “The film 
showcases the incredible strength of 
Black women who frequently serve as 
the backbone holding their communities 
together,” she said. 

For Levine, who recently began as a 
communication, journalism, and media 
professor at Suffolk University, the power 
of storytelling became obvious at an 
early age. He clearly remembers the piv-
otal moment that set him on his journey 
as a filmmaker, or “visual storyteller” as 
he calls it.

He was a 7-year-old, fulfilling his 
Hebrew school assignment to record 
a relative’s story. Armed with a plas-
tic Playskool cassette tape recorder, 
he interviewed his great-grandmother 
about her journey to the United States. 
She told the boy how – when she was just 
a child – her parents hired a smuggler to 
sneak her out of Russia under the cover 
of night to escape antisemitism. 

“Had I not gone that day with a tape 
recorder, her story would have been lost. 
The connections to our contemporary 
stories of migration would have been lost 
with it. This showed me, at a young age, 
the power of stories,” he said. 

To view “The Panola Project,” 
go to www.youtube.com/
watch?v=j1wI4T9SKGA.

Beverly filmmakers document Alabama vaccination 
campaign; will screen at Sundance festival 

Rachael DeCruz Jeremy S. Levine

http://www.youtube.com/
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Jan. 27 is Holocaust Remembrance Day. The 
date was chosen because it marked the anni-
versary of the liberation of the Auschwitz-

Birkenau death camp in 1945. The horrors that 
took place there reflect how tenuous life can 
become in a world gripped by evil and fascism. 
There, and in the dozens of other main Nazi 
killing centers, soldiers and civilians willingly 
executed 6 million Jews. Along the way, the Nazis 
and their accomplices also killed millions of non-
Jews. 

How does a nation convince itself that nation-
alism, hatred, ethnic purity and genocide are 
the keys to a better society? In Germany, it didn’t 
happen overnight; over a period of several years, 
millions embraced fascism. Some took a direct 
part in the mass murder; others shrugged and 
just stood by as their fellow citizens massacred, 
tortured, conducted “medical experiments” and 
led millions into the gas chambers.

Lies and propaganda were central to Hitler’s 
vision of genocide. In the 1920s, he and his allies 
blamed Germany’s defeat in World War I on a 
secret coalition of Jews and socialists. In “Mein 
Kampf,” Hitler asserted that propaganda “must 
confine itself to a few points and repeat them over 
and over.” He blamed Jews for capitalism and also 

for the rise of communism. By the late twenties, 
Hitler and the Nazis had created a slogan they 
used often to denounce journalists: Lügenpresse. 
In English, it translates to “Fake News.”

In 2020, the Conference on Jewish Material 
Claims Against Germany reported a survey that 
found that 63 percent of U.S. Millennials and Gen 
Z did not know 6 million Jews were murdered, To 
better explain the origins of the Holocaust, the 
group launched an educational campaign last 
year called “It started with words.”

“Hateful words that were yelled in the park, 
spat on the street, and roared in the classroom. 
These words alienated, belittled, and shocked; 
but worse, these words gave birth to the horrific 
massacre of 6 million Jews,” said Gideon Taylor, 
president of the Claims Conference. 

Words are powerful, and are central to geno-
cide. But fascists cannot reach power without the 
consent of the public. With hate and antisemi-
tism threatening democracies, we must stand in 
opposition each time the innocent and margin-
alized are targeted. For authoritarians to seize 
power they require silence among the masses. We 
can honor the victims of genocide when we raise 
our voices against hatred. We cannot afford to be 
silent. 

Holocaust Remembrance Day

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
We accept letters by email and U.S. mail. Email your letter,  

with “Letter to the Editor” in the subject, to:  
editor@jewishjournal.org;  

or mail to: Letters to the Editor, The Jewish Journal,  
P.O. Box 2089, Salem, MA 01970.

Re: “The tragedy of Jan. 6 
and the American Jewish expe-
rience,” by David Shribman 
in the Jan. 6 Jewish Journal. 
This is the best written, most 
authoritative, and most mov-
ing commentary on Jan. 6 that 
I’ve read anywhere. 

Thanks to David Shribman 
and to the Journal for fighting 
the good (intellectual) fight.

David Townsend
Swampscott 

Shribman on the mark 
on Jan. 6By Jody Kipnis

I would like to introduce you 
to Maurice Joel Paliborski, 
who survived the unimagi-

nable.
A child when the horror of 

the Holocaust took place, 
Maurice lost everything but his 
life, including his home, his 
family, and his freedom. 
Maurice was a 17-year-old pris-
oner when Buchenwald was lib-
erated. Jewish Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Boston was the bene-
ficiary of the contents of 
Maurice’s Newton home upon 
his death at age 90 on March 22, 
2018. 

Among the items he 
bequeathed, a safe in his base-
ment contained some docu-
ments and pictures of Maurice’s 
life during the Holocaust and 
beyond. Though I never met 
Maurice during his lifetime, I 
have come to know him quite 
a bit through the contents of 
the box, which were on loan 
to me for a short time before 
being shipped to Washington to 
be locked away again in some 
archive.

The Holocaust Legacy 
Foundation’s mission is to pre-
serve and perpetuate its memo-
ry and lessons for future genera-
tions. Maurice was a young boy 

when the Nazis rose to power, 
and one of the few surviving 
Jews of Szydlowiec, Poland. In 
1941 when he was 14, he was 
arrested and deported for being 
a Jew. Maurice barely survived 
the Seybesdorf, Auschwitz, 
Gross-Rosen, and Buchenwald 
concentration camps, and 
became one of about 900 boys 
liberated from Buchenwald on 
April 11, 1945 at the age of 17. 
Maurice was part of a rehabili-
tation mission in Switzerland, 
and at the age of 19 found his 
way to the United States. 

Research on the Internet 
yields hardly any information 
about Maurice Joel Paliborski. 
However, through endless 
hours and sleepless nights, I 
was able to piece together his 
life and what he endured during 
the Holocaust from the docu-
ments left behind and through a 
cousin of his I found in Geneva. 
Since Jewish Big Brothers Big 
Sisters was the beneficiary of 
the box revealing his legacy, I 
was grateful for the opportu-
nity I had with his documents 
in order to share in a 30-minute 
presentation what I know about 
Maurice and why remember-
ing him matters. Among these 
documents, I found a four-page 
poem that I spend countless 
days translating through Google 
Translate. 

Maurice, like most survivors, 
had many challenges to over-
come. He never married and 
never had children. New lan-
guages to learn, new lands to 
settle in, and the challenge of 
memory – how to remember 
and what not to forget. Maurice 
never shared his time during 
the Holocaust with anyone, and 
I was the first to discover it. 

Maurice died on March 22, 
2018, corresponding to the 
Jewish date of the 6th of Nisan. 
I have become his third genera-
tion and light a yahrzeit candle 
to preserve his memory every 
year. It doesn’t appear he had 
a community of Jews in his 
adopted Newton hometown. 
Sadly, only one person was at 

his graveside funeral. 
Humanity failed Maurice 

Paliborski. What little I can do 
to atone for this failing is to 
honor Maurice’s memory by 
teaching about the Holocaust, 
preserving his memory and 
the memory of the Holocaust, 
while perpetuating the lessons 
so we never, ever forget what it 
means to be human. We have to 
acknowledge the very real dan-
gers that lurk in all of us when 
we lose our humanity. 

Jody Kipnis, along with 
Todd Ruderman, created the 
Holocaust Legacy Foundation 
and the Holocaust Legacy 
Fellows program.

Maurice Joel Paliborski
I could not get over the Jan. 6 

Jewish Journal article by David 
Shribman. I have read this arti-
cle three times and we Jews are 
still very vulnerable to some-
one like Hitler, Stalin, Ferdinand 
and Isabella (Spain) and yes, 
the U.S., when FDR sent back a 
ship to Europe with 937 people 
– many of them Jewish refugees 
who would later be killed by 
Hitler.

How did you feel when the 
neo-Nazis shouted in Char-
lottesville, “ Jews will not replace 
us.” 

How did you feel when a 
Black police officer was being 

abused by Trump supporters 
with their hateful rhetoric about 
Blacks? As a Jew, how do you feel 
about the antisemitic incidenc-
es going all over the country?

Do you feel secure? I don’t.
Yes, we have seen some great 

things happen in the U.S., such 
as Harry Truman recognizing 
Israel; Joe Lieberman becoming 
a nominee for vice president; 
Chuck Schumer becoming the 
Senate majority leader; Barack 
Obama becoming the first Black 
American president; Kamala 
Harris becoming the first Black 
American woman to become 
vice president.

I have seen much in my life. I 
grew up during the Depression, 
and remember the sacrifices 
that American soldiers made 
to protect democracy from fas-
cism during World War II. I also 
served in the military during 
the Korean War. We as a country 
must make our elections fair 
and proper and we must do 
the right thing for the poorest 
people in the U.S. Bottom line: 
I would rather live in a democ-
racy than depend on one per-
son that would like to carry out 
Hitler’s work in Europe.

Jack Stahl
Lynn

Stand for democracy 

Photo: Lappin Foundation
Maurice Joel Paliborski

In response to David 
Shribman’s Jan. 6 opinion piece 
in the Journal, “The tragedy of 
Jan. 6 and the American Jewish 
experience,” the author refer-
ences the expulsion of Jews in 
Spain in 1492, then Kristallnacht 
of 1938, then to the uprising 
in Warsaw in 1943, and even 
Babi Yar in Kiev in 1941 to asso-
ciate it to the Jan. 6 event in 
Washington. 

Dear author, using your 
logic, please give us an explana-
tion why such harsh words were 

not applied for months against 
lasting riots, pogroms, and theft 
in many American cities (by the 
way, some synagogues did not 
escape vandalism too). Armed 
marauders robbed stores and 
burned cars. More than a year 
has gone by. Who was arrested, 
when was the trial? Those crime 
groups were organized and 
were threatening their politi-
cal opponents. And you talking 
about democracy?

Gregory Volf
Via email

What about the riots before Jan. 6?

LETTERS

My father, of blessed mem-
ory, had a famous saying to 
encourage us to clean up our 
rooms when we were kids: “You 
never know what you’ll find 
when you clean up.” 

So, with his voice echoing in 
the basement and cleaning up 
piles of books I found a book 
of Yiddish proverbs. Skimming 
through, I found this saying and 

couldn’t stop laughing at how 
apropos this is during Covid. 
But what was even funnier, or 
should I say beshert is the word-
ing in Yiddish for honor – koved:

Der shenster koved iz, as men 
zitst in der heym, or: 

There is no greater honor 
than to stay at home.

Deborah Shelkan Remis
Swampscott 

Please stay home

mailto:editor@jewishjournal.org
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By Abraham Cooper
 

On Jan. 27, the 77th anniversary 
of the liberation of Auschwitz-
Birkenau, the United Nations and 

many governments around the world will 
commemorate International Holocaust 
Memorial Day.

These ceremonies would do well to 
focus on another anniversary. On Jan. 
20, 1942 – 80 years ago to the day – 15 
German ministers of state, among them 
eight with PhDs, some whose fathers 
were Christian clergy, gathered around 
a large table in the Berlin suburb of 
Wannsee.

Nazi leader Hermann Göring – writing 
under instructions from Hitler – ordered 
Reinhard Heydrich, deputy SS chief and 
head of the Reich Security Main Office, 
who summoned these important cogs 
in the Third Reich’s hierarchy in order 
to obtain their participation in fulfilling 
Hitler’s vision of achieving “The Final 
Solution of the Jewish Question.”

The participants knew that hundreds 
of thousands of Jews were being exe-
cuted en masse in the occupied Soviet 
Union, but Heydrich convened the meet-
ing to ensure the involvement of Nazi 
Germany’s key ministries to be able to 
rapidly carry out the most monstrous 
crime in history: the unprecedented 
genocide of a people.

Heydrich had expected opposi-
tion from some of the participants. 
But according to the architect of the 
Holocaust, Adolf Eichmann, who was 
present, Heydrich found an “unexpected 
air of agreement.” Rather than express-
ing concerns or outright opposition, 
the eight PhDs in attendance expressed 
enthusiasm about being included in the 
plan. At his trial in Jerusalem in 1961, 
Eichmann testified, “These gentlemen 
were sitting together and minced no 
words about it. … They spoke about 
methods of killing the Jews, about mur-
der, liquidation … about extermination.” 
Gassing Jews drew particular interest.

And so, in a mere 90 minutes, 15 Nazis 

– not thugs, but elites – sealed the fate of 
millions of Jews. Wannsee provides proof 
that the Shoah may have been the vision 
of one man, but it was embraced and car-
ried out by all who marched in lockstep 
with the Fuehrer, including bureaucrats 
who never fired a gun in anger. Their skill 
sets were key to unleashing genocide.

The summary of the conference – the 
Wannsee Protocol – is the only docu-
ment in history codifying genocide as 
official state policy. Within an hour and 
a half, the plan to wipe out the entire 
Jewish population in Europe took shape. 
Wannsee did not happen in some back-
water, but in the world’s most cultur-
ally, technologically, and scientifically 
advanced society.

There are some historians who insist-
ed all this wasn’t a priority for Hitler. 
But a 1919 document now on display at 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center Museum 
of Tolerance in Los Angeles proves that 
Hitler’s hate of our people was long-
standing, as was his vision for a Judenrein 
world.

A four-page report was written and 

signed by Hitler at the behest of the intel-
ligence unit to which he was assigned 
shortly before demobilization after 
Germany’s defeat in World War I. Dated 
Sept. 16, 1919, six years before the publi-
cation of “Mein Kampf,” Hitler described 
his hatred of Jews, emphasizing that 
“emotional anti-Semitism, which will 
always find its expression in the form of 
pogroms,” wouldn’t solve the problem – 
only “a legal ... removal of the rights of 
the Jew” would.

Hitler continued: “The uncompro-
mising removal of the Jews altogether” 
could be accomplished only “under a 
government of National strength and 
never under a government of National 
impotence.” 

In the chaotic aftermath of Germany’s 
defeat in World War I, no one could pre-
dict that Hitler would amass the power to 
see his genocidal hatred formalized and 
launched a mere two decades later.

Much has been made that throughout 
the 1930s, Hitler mesmerized millions of 
Germans with the fervor of his promise 
to make Germany an unmatched power. 

The power of his hate, bolstered by new 
propaganda techniques and backed by 
murder and mayhem unleashed against 
anyone who opposed him, meant the 
masses of the world’s most civilized soci-
ety would be prepared to march straight 
into World War II in 1939.

The Fuehrer, however powerful, could 
not fulfill his genocidal vision of a Jew-
free Europe alone.

As Hitler wrote two decades earli-
er, his vision could not be achieved by 
“emotional pogroms.” Events in 1941 
proved that mass shootings of hundreds 
of thousands of Jews by special killing 
squads in newly captured Soviet territo-
ries were too messy and too traumatic 
even for the Nazis. A more efficient way 
than shooting women and children at 
close range had to be found.

Hence, the Wannsee Conference.
Eighty years later, its protocol warns 

us never to confuse intellect with eth-
ics. It is a stark reminder to the Jewish 
people to take every threat seriously. It 
should inspire humankind not to deflect 
or flinch from confronting evil.

At a time when humanity continues 
to suffer from the COVID pandemic, we 
pray that the genius and ingenuity of 
scientists and doctors will soon augur a 
brighter day.

But there is no known cure for the 
ancient virus of hate that spawns global 
variants of antisemitism on our streets, 
on campuses, and online.

On Jan. 27, at a time of surging anti-
semitism, it is not too much for us Jews 
to make one demand of the United 
Nations, European Union, Germany, 
Austria, France, Poland, Scandinavia, 
and the Americas: We appreciate the cer-
emonies remembering the victims of the 
Shoah. But going forward in 2022, please 
spare us more moments of silence for 
dead Jews, unless you are prepared to 
speak up for live Jews.

Abraham Cooper is associate dean 
and director of Global Social Action for 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center.

Photo: Wikipedia
Nazis round up Jews in Budapest in 1944. 

Eighty years after ‘The Final Solution’ was launched,  
our one demand of the world

By Harris Rafiq
JNS.org

Millions of people 
around the world, 
including myself, 

spent much of Saturday with 
our thoughts and prayers 
focused on Congregation Beth 
Israel in Colleyville, Texas. As 
the events were unfolding, my 
thoughts went towards the 
antisemitic mass shooting that 
took place on Oct. 27, 2018, at 
the Tree of Life Congregation 
in Pittsburgh. The perpetrator 
killed 11 Jewish worshippers 
and wounded six others, includ-
ing several Holocaust survivors. 
It was the deadliest attack to 
date on the Jewish community 
in the United States.

One of the differences 
between this recent siege in 
Texas and Pittsburgh was that 
the jihadist terrorist that was 
carrying out the siege had not 
yet killed anyone; rather, he had 
taken members of the congre-
gation, including the rabbi, as 
hostages and he had political 
demands. He was demanding 
the release of Aafia Siddiqui 
(dubbed “Lady Al-Qaeda”), who 
is being held at a nearby federal 
prison and serving an 86-year 
prison sentence after being 
convicted in 2010 of attempting 
to attack U.S. soldiers and hav-
ing ties to Al-Qaeda.

As the siege unfolded and 

after intense hostage negotia-
tions, the victims were rescued, 
and it was clear that the terror-
ist had no intention of being 
taken alive. He was shot and 
killed by law enforcement.

The BBC reported “Terrorist 
Hostage Stand-Off Not Related 
to the Jewish Community-FBI,” 
and as I read this, I just sat there 
in dismay, and then my shock 
turned to anger. The attack took 
place in a synagogue during 
Shabbat services, and a rabbi 
and members of his congrega-
tion had been taken hostage. 
How could the siege not have 

anything to do with Jews? And 
why did this person choose a 
synagogue as his target and not 
somewhere else?

The answer to that may lie in 
the following points:

Aafia Siddiqui, the terror-
ist who is incarcerated, herself 
was a rampant antisemite who 
claimed that the case against 
her was a Jewish conspiracy. 
Siddiqui holds degrees from 
MIT and Brandeis. She told her 
judge she didn’t want Jews in 
the jury “if they have a Zionist 
or Israeli background.” She 
demanded that all prospec-
tive jurors be DNA-tested and 
excluded from the jury at her 
trial “if they have a Zionist or 
Israeli background.” The start-
ing point for this conspiracy 
theory is that it is the fault of 
Jews that she is in prison.

The second point is that it 
is open season to be antise-
mitic these days and call Jews 
the enemy for causes around 
the world, especially those that 
affect people who may hap-
pen to be Muslim. An example 
of this is a recent speech by 
Zahra Billoo, executive direc-
tor of the San Francisco office 
of the Council on American-
Islamic Relations (CAIR), at an 
event hosted by the American 
Muslims for Palestine. She 
openly called for Muslims to 
oppose “Zionist Jews” and 
included synagogues in her 

rant claiming that “they are 
not your friends.” Her speech 
was laden with textbook anti-
semitic tropes. CAIR is regarded 
by some as the largest Muslim 
civil-rights organization in the 
United States, and if their direc-
tors can spew this kind of bile 
then is it any wonder that ordi-
nary Muslims follow on from 
their views and take matters 
into their own hands?

The third point is that anti-
semitism is rife among politi-
cians amongst Muslim majority 
countries, and they are quite 
happy to sprout the topes on 
mainstream media. Take the 
example of a top Pakistani dip-
lomat, Shah Mahmood Qureshi, 
who on CNN claimed that Jews 
have “deep pockets” and “con-
trol the media,” and that is the 
reason that Israel are suppos-
edly winning the PR war when 
it comes to Israel and Palestine.

There are numerous further 
points that I could cite, but the 
reality is that the synagogue 
in Texas was selected by the 
terrorist because it is Jewish. 
When directors of large “civil 
rights” organizations and lead-
ing Muslim politicians lay the 
blames for all of society’s ills at 
the feet of Jews, terrorists are 
going to select Jewish institu-
tions as what they call “legiti-
mate targets.”

It transpired that the terror-
ist was from my home country, 
the United Kingdom, and trav-
eled thousands of miles to carry 
out this attack against Jews in a 
synagogue. Why did he do this, 
and what inspired him to do so?

These questions will be 
answered in due course, but 
when the FBI and the BBC 
(among others) make claims 
that the incident has nothing to 
do with the Jewish community, 
they are being offensive, insen-
sitive and just plain wrong. The 
person that the terrorist wanted 
to be released is antisemitic; the 
target was a synagogue; leading 
civil-rights organizations claim 
that synagogues are the enemy 
and should be opposed; and 
leading Muslim diplomats are 
openly antisemitic on main-
stream media. How much more 
needs to happen before the 
media and others acknowledge 
that it has something to do with 
the Jewish community?

In Texas, the target was Jewish and the motive was antisemitism

Aafia Siddiqui, the 
terrorist who is 

incarcerated, was a 
rampant antisemite who 

claimed that the case 
against her was a Jewish 

conspiracy.
Aafia Siddiqui
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By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

Five years ago, Katie Alexander and 
Sam Appleton decided to meet 
for a date. The couple had been 

introduced by a mutual friend, who was 
part of the Young Professionals Group 
that Katie had helped start at Temple 
Emanu-El in Marblehead. Because 
of their schedules – Katie is a school-
teacher and Sam works in the health 
care industry – it took them three weeks 
to set a time to meet. In the meantime, 
they had phone conversations begin-
ning with the night of Katie’s birthday 

leading up to their first date.
Finally, they met for coffee in Salem 

and their conversation flowed during a 
walk around downtown and over dinner 
at a local bistro. That first date lasted 
nearly seven hours, and by the end of 
the evening, they both knew they had 
met someone special. 

They soon learned that they had 
much in common. “We’re both care-
takers at heart,” said Katie, who grew 
up in Marblehead, holds degrees from 
Washington University in St. Louis 
and Teachers College at Columbia 
University, and is the daughter of 
Mary Alice and the late former state 

Representative Larry Alexander. “We 
care for each other, we care for our fam-
ilies, we care for our friends. We have 
similar values. Family is very important 
to both of us.”

Sam grew up in Cambridge and is the 
son of Dr. William Appleton, a psychia-
trist, and the late Lindy Hess, who was 
a mentor for young writers and editors 
and ran the Radcliffe Publishing Course 
and the Columbia Publishing Course. 
A singer who has been in numerous a 
cappella groups since he was young, 
Sam graduated from Wheaton College in 
Norton.

Sam had planned to propose in 

March of 2020 but because of the pan-
demic, he held off until May of that year 
to pop the question. The couple had a 
longer engagement than they expected 
because of COVID, but decided on a fall 
2021 wedding at Willowdale Estate in 
Topsfield. 

Oct. 2 was a warm and beautiful fall 
day in Topsfield. To ensure safety, Katie 
and Sam requested that all guests be 
vaccinated and also tested for COVID 
before the wedding. “We were lucky in 
our timing, because we were able to 
have almost the entire wedding out-
doors. People felt very comfortable,” 
said Katie. 

A fairy-tale wedding in the middle of a forest

Sam Appleton and Katie Alexander exchange vows as Rabbi David Meyer officiates.
Photos: Christina Richards Photography

Sam and Katie wave to friends and family after the ceremony.



The wedding included many 
Jewish traditions, including the 
bedeken (lowering of the bride’s 
veil by the groom), signing of 
the ketubah, and a Havdalah 
ceremony to mark the conclu-
sion of the Sabbath. Rabbi 
David Meyer of Temple Emanu-
El, who has known Katie for 
much of her life, officiated. 

“Rabbi Meyer knows my 
family very well and so he was 

able to make the ceremony 
very personal,” said Katie. 
“The other thing that we really 
appreciated is he made a really 
concerted effort to bring Sam’s 
family into the ceremony as 
much as mine. He took the 
time to get to know Sam.”

Sam embraced the Jewish 
customs in the wedding. “I 
think when you put a wedding 
on you want to have a lot of 

tradition there, and when you 
combine that with family and 
being welcoming to all on the 
day, it just really made a huge 
difference,” he said. 

The ceremony was under 
a chuppah in the courtyard of 
Willowdale’s stone mansion in 
Bradley Palmer State Park, with 
165 guests attending – many 
traveling from as far away as 
England, France, Washington, 
California, Colorado, Virginia, 
and Florida.

“It just felt like we were in 
the middle of a forest hav-
ing a fairy tale evening,” said 
Katie, who wore a lace wedding 
gown, and a string of pearls 
that her father had given to her 
mom when Katie was born. 
She also wore earrings that 
a Marblehead jeweler, Bruce 
Rogers, had created to match 
her mother’s necklace. Sam 
also paid tribute to his parents 
by wearing a watch that his 
mother and father had alter-
nated wearing when they were 
dating and living in different 
states. 

Sam and Katie believe in 
supporting local artists. Katie 
asked a Marblehead jeweler, 
Kiki Taron Kinney of Quitsakiki 
Designs, to custom design 
necklaces for her bridesmaids 
and Sam worked with a leather 
designer, Bryan Ruocco of 
Marblehead Leather, to create 
belts for his groomsmen that 
included the latitude and lon-
gitude of Willowdale along with 
each groomsman’s initials. 

The reception was held in 
a tent; the photographer was 

Christina Richards, the florist 
was Karla Cassidy Designs, and 
the 10-piece band Radiance 
provided entertainment. One 
of the highlights of the evening 
was the band’s rendition of the 
hora – which lasted well over 
10 minutes. Despite pulling a 
calf muscle about five minutes 
into the hora, Sam continued to 
dance all night. Sam, who wore 
a cobalt faint pinstripe suit, 
also performed with the band, 
singing two songs by Fred 
Rogers (Mister Rogers) to Katie: 
“It’s You I Like,” and “There are 
Many Ways to Say I Love You.”

The couple, who live in 
Cambridge, are still hearing 
from friends and family about 

their wedding. They are grate-
ful that so many people could 
attend, given the pandemic. 
Said Katie, “I think the most 
special part was having all of 
our family and friends there 
to celebrate our love and our 
union. Especially with COVID, 
right up until the days before, 
we were worried about whether 
we would be able to have the 
wedding that we’d been dream-
ing of having and so I think it 
was so special and powerful to 
have everyone there, to have 
everyone feel safe; everyone 
be able to gather and celebrate 
at a time when people haven’t 
really been able to do that for 
so long.”

Designing exquisite, custom 
floral designs, and memories 
for your once-in-a-lifetime day. 

Flowers
by Darlene

26 Hersey Street, Salem
978.745.6967

nsfruitbasket@gmail.com
 @flowers_bydarlene

facebook.com/flwrs.bydarlene

Darlene and our team of creative floral designers 
pay attention to detail and offer highly personalized 
customer service. 

We specialize in weddings, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, and events/
parties. Corporate accounts available.

V More than 30 years of experience
V Adaptable to every event style 

V Classically elegant or  
contemporary – always creative

V Most importantly,  
ask any of our clients

THE PARTY 
SPECIALIST

WE ARE STILL IN BUSINESS 
AND LOOKING FORWARD  

TO PLANNING GREAT  
PARTIES FOR YOU  

AGAIN SOON.
Wishing good health  
to all our customers  

and friends.

catering by  
tevya

A division of Larry Levine’s Kosher Meats & Deli

Relax & enjoy youR own PaRty
Munching, lunching & Dining

we Do it all! Full SeRvice cateRing

For information, please call Todd Levine:

978-535-6449
www.levineskoshermkt.com

Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of MA
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Katie and Sam cut their wedding cake.

Katie and Sam celebrate on the dance floor.  

mailto:nsfruitbasket@gmail.com
http://www.levineskoshermkt.com
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RABBI ETHAN ADLER

I am currently the rabbi at Congregation Beth David in Narragansett, R.I., and guest rabbi at Sharah 
Zedek in Westerly, R.I. In addition to leading services, I perform Jewish life cycle events including 

baby naming, bar/bat mitzvot, funerals and weddings – both Jewish and interfaith.
I was born in Israel and moved to the United States when I was a young teenager. I graduated the 

University of Rhode Island with a bachelor’s degree and received a master’s degree from Rhode Island 
College. I earned a certificate in thanatology from Bristol Community College and a certificate in ger-
ontology from Rhode Island College.

In the past I served as the teacher and education director in various Hebrew schools and syna-
gogues in the Rhode Island and Massachusetts areas. I also served as summer chaplain at Camp 
Yawgoog for Scouts. In addition to my temple responsibilities, I teach a variety of social science cours-
es at the University of Rhode Island and Bristol Community College in Massachusetts. 

I would love to help you plan and officiate your life cycle events. I focus on creating ceremonies that 
are engaging, embracing and informative, celebrated with a personalized touch.

Contact me at eadler3@cox.net, or call 401-486-0110.

BLER TRAVEL

Bler Travel is a full service travel agency that has been in the Brookline area for over 25 years. Our 
expertise makes us the “go-to” agency for all your travel needs. The traveler gets full support 

before, during and after the trip. This service is unique as you usually do not get this level of service 
when you book a trip online. 

Our team of professionals cater to your needs and take care of all the details of your trip. We con-
tinually exceed your expectations and stay within your budget for flights, vacations, cruises, honey-
moons, bar or bat mitzvah trips, family tours of Israel, family reunions and more. We will never disap-
point you. We continually receive high praises on our expertise and knowledge, and our clients come 
back year after year. Reach out to us for your next trip!

Bler Travel is located at 45 Bartlett Crescent Road, Brookline. Visit www.BlerTravel.com, email us at 
info@bler.com, or call us at 617-738-0500.

BRUCE SILVERLIEB, THE PARTY SPECIALIST

For more than 39 years, the team at Bruce Silverlieb, The Party Specialist, has been creating 
outstanding events for our hosts and hostesses. It has been exciting to help them transform 

concepts into reality. Excellence in menu planning, food preparation, stunning presentation and 
unbeatable professional service are our hallmarks. Our food is always delicious – old favorites and 
cutting-edge new selections – all designed to make an event exceptional. Our reputation speaks 
for itself, but as a recent client wrote, “Many guests told me it was the best food they ever had at a 
wedding. Your attention to every detail was noted. You and your staff were all a pleasure to work with 
and you will receive our highest recommendation.” Our reputation speaks for itself, but, better yet, 
speak with any of our clients.

                                      Visit www.thepartyspecialist.com or call 781-592-0988. 

CATERING BY TEVYA

Be a guest at your own party! We have an excellent reputation 
for quality and service to help make your simcha a special 

occasion. Catering By Tevya provides elegant kosher catering for 
bar and bat mitzvahs, weddings, Seders, Shabbat dinners and 
all kinds of social functions. We are continually updating our 
menus and enjoy meeting with our clients to personally design 
a menu to meet your needs for your special day. We are under 
the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of 
Massachusetts. 

Visit www.levineskoshermkt.com or contact us at 978-535-6449. 

CHRISTINA RICHARDS PHOTOGRAPHY

“I believe weddings are about collaboration – between two 
people in love, between the couple and their families, and 

between my clients and myself. I forge a personal connection with 
each couple, cultivating a space where they are comfortable to be 
themselves.”

Christina Richards Photography captures life’s ephemeral 
beauty. By distilling each moment to its essence; her photographs 
illustrate each wedding day with beauty, honesty, and joy.

A day with Christina is warm, calm, and fun. She immediately 
puts her clients at ease, allowing them to immerse themselves in 
the joy and excitement of their celebration. Christina understands 
that each wedding is a singular moment and a landmark in a 
couple’s relationship. Reassuring and encouraging, she enables her 
couples to be truly present. Drawing on her fine-arts education, 
Christina uses her passion for visual storytelling to create modern 
family heirlooms.

Visit www.christinarichardsweddings.com or email at cr@christi-
narichards.com 

RHEA 
SIMON
Vocalist & Pianist

Specializing in 
Jazz, Show Tunes,

Jewish & Israeli Music

H (978) 685-6464
C (978) 857-9989

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
F I N E  C H I N E S E  C U I S I N E

“Remember  
Su Chang’s for all  

your special events”
We can accommodate 2 to 200

Come visit us and enjoy authentic Chinese food. 
Take-out is always available.  

Temporarily closed on Mondays.

SUN, TUE-THURS 11:30am-10pm  •  FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials: TUE-FRI (Hours may vary)

TEL 978-531-3366  •  FAX 978-531-3060
373 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA  •  www.suchangspeabody.com
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mailto:cr@christi-narichards.com
mailto:cr@christi-narichards.com
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http://www.suchangspeabody.com
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E.B. HORN

When Edwin B. Horn founded the E.B. Horn Company in 1839, it was a far different world. But 
after 183 years under our iconic blue and white awning at 429 Washington St., we’ve seen so 

much change and so much stay the same. Although horse and buggies turned to automobiles and 
planes now soar in the sky, when you step inside our jewelry store you’ll discover that our rich history 
of quality, service and value has remained untouched. We still offer one of the largest selections of 
diamonds, jewelry and watches in all of New England. Our name became synonymous with Boston 
engagement rings, as well as a large estate and vintage jewelry department.

No matter the piece or purpose, whether you want to buy jewelry or sell jewelry, we want to make 
your shopping experience the best it can be. That’s the attitude that we’ve had for 180 years and we’re 
happy to see it’s worked all this time. With a legacy built on tradition, service and value it’s no wonder 
customers make E.B. Horn their family jewelry store generation after generation. 

E.B.Horn is located at 429 Washington St., Boston. Visit www.ebhorn.com or call 617-542-3902.

FLOWERS BY DARLENE

Flowers by Darlene continues to be the premier floral designer on the North Shore and beyond. 
For over 40 years we have been creating lasting memories for weddings and special events. 

Darlene and our team of creative and talented designers will turn your wedding vision into a reality 
for your special day. Darlene will guide you in the selection of flowers and exquisite arrangements. 
Our creativity, experience, and dedication to every detail speaks for itself by our reviews on The Knot 
website. Flowers by Darlene will skillfully plan and seamlessly provide all the floral details for your 
wedding celebration so that you may enjoy your day.

Contact us today to make an appointment with our wedding specialists. 

Flowers by Darlene is located at 26 Hersey St., Salem. Call 978-745-6967 or email nsfruitbasket@gmail.
com. Instagram @flowers_bydarlene. Facebook @flwrs.bydarlene.

ISRAEL BOOK SHOP

The Israel Book Shop has serviced the Greater Boston Jewish community for over 60 years. Our friendly 
and knowledgable staff is available to help with your wedding needs. Whether choosing a ketubah, 

renting a chuppah, sizing up a new tallit, engraving your name on a sparkling kiddush cup or just setting 
up your new Jewish home, the IBS is the place to go.

Israel Book Shop is located at 410 Harvard St., Brookline.  
Visit www.israelbookshop.com or call 617-566-7113 or  
800-323-7723.

GIBLEES

Giblees has been providing the finest of menswear and 
personalized service in the New England area for more than 

50 years. From casual to formal, Giblees offers one of the largest 
inventories and selections of men’s designer clothing in all of New 
England. The unique merchandise is chosen from around the 
world and is not commonly found in a typical men’s store. Giblees 
carries an extensive selection of designer brands including Canali, 
Giorgio Armani, Zanella, Peter Millar, etc. The service is just as 
upscale as the clothing. All our sales associates have extensive 
fashion knowledge and have been trained to help customers 
choose items that best meet their style and budget requirements 
and, while there, you may run into a sports personality as many 
well known sports figures frequent the store such as Gronk and 
other Patriots players. 

Giblees is located at 85 Andover St. (Route 114), Danvers, across 
from Kelly Volkswagen. Visit www.giblees.com or call 978-774-4080.

JOSEPH GANN JEWELERS

Located in Boston’s Downtown Crossing for 88 years, Joseph 
Gann Jewelers is a full service destination for all your fine 

jewelry needs. Engagement rings and wedding bands are their 
specialty. With the largest inventory of loose diamonds and 
gemstones, Gann’s will create the classic timeless ring you have 
been looking for. If unique is your thing, Gann custom creates 
that one of a kind piece. Their designers will create for you a CAD 
design and show you that the possibilities are endless. They use 
the finest materials: platinum, white gold, yellow gold, even rose 
gold, and the diamonds in their settings are of the highest quality.

Many of their designs are vintage-inspired, including diamond 
halos, hand set micro-pavé and French cut diamond settings, as 

continued on page 12

LET LOVE
SWEEP YOU OFF

YOUR FEET

429 WASHINGTON ST • DOWNTOWN CROSSING
617.542.3902 • www.ebhorn.com

 

• www.timelesslifetreasures.com TimelessLifeTreasures timelesslifetreasures

The date night she will always remember.

68 Wharf Street, Salem  |  Formerly RJ Coins & Jewelry  |  978.745.8563

4 Lake St., Peabody | 978-535-5335 | www.zuckerfoods.com
OPEN: Sun 9 - 1 • Mon 7 - 1 • Tues – Thurs 7 - 5  Fri 7 - 3:30 

non-dairy 
certified 

kosher mk

When you are ready to break 
your New Year’s resolution, 

COME VISIT US!

Or if its too cold outside order with GrubHub or UberEats.
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well as hand engraved bands. In fact, they have 
one of the finest selections of vintage jewelry 
being in business so long. From the 1920’s and 
30’s through the 1970’s, Joseph Gann appreciates 
the fine details and uniqueness in each piece.

In addition to jewelry, Gann’s has the largest 
selection of fine tableware in the area. Whether 
you are looking to start a bridal registry or give 
your kitchen that special update, you will find 
hundreds of patterns on display for the right look 
for your home.

Joseph Gann Jewelers is located at 387 
Washington St., 4th Floor, Boston. Visit www. 
josephgann.com or call 617-426-4932.

KAPPY’S ON CALL

We invite you to take advantage of Kappy’s 
experience and pricing for your wedding, 

corporate event, or private functions. As a 
complete beverage planning service, Kappy’s 
On Call makes small and large events more 
enjoyable for everyone. Whether your next party 
is at home, a business location or function 
facility, you’ll be glad you asked Kappy’s On Call 
to provide the beverages! 

Visit www.Kappysoncall.com, call at 781-219-
5601, email us at Oncall@Kappys.com, or stop by 
one of our locations on the North Shore (Danvers, 
Peabody, Malden) to speak with a team member.

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM

The Peabody Essex Museum is recognized 
not only for our world-class exhibitions 

and stunning collection, but also for our awe-
inspiring architecture that creates the perfect 
atmosphere for a spectacular wedding! As a 
venue for your special day we can guarantee a 
variety of spaces that dazzle.

Our Atrium, with glass ceiling and open floor 
plan, allows our couples to design a reception 
that is completely unique to them. From creative 
lighting to lounge seating areas, the PEM Atrium 
can truly accommodate any wedding style. 

Perfect for your ceremony or small reception, 
we have our elegant East India Marine Hall – a 
traditional New England-style ballroom with 
palladian windows, chandeliers, and hardwood 
floors – as well as our new Garden Atrium, which 
opens to our garden, giving guests access to a 
beautiful outdoor space for cocktails.

PEM’s catering is provided by Gourmet 
Caterers, renowned for its talented chefs, 
impeccable service and for creating unforget-
table events with a singular level of expertise. 
Gourmet Caterers has years of experience of 
working with local kosher caterers to accommo-
date all your guests’ needs.

The museum, located in downtown Salem, is 
the perfect location for a celebration! Not only 
is the museum perfectly suited to host your 
ceremony and reception, Salem has four full-
service hotels within walking distance and many 
options for a rehearsal dinner.   

PEM is located at 161 Essex St., Salem. Visit 
www.pem.org or call 978-745-9500

PEAK EVENT SERVICES

PEAK Event Services is New England’s trusted 
event and tent rental partner, offering 

the region’s most expansive rental inventory. 
From backyard parties to large-scale ballroom 
bashes, we have everything needed to create the 
ultimate event, including linen, dishware, tables, 
chairs, furniture, accent décor and more. With 
our selection of specialty rentals, like colored 
glassware, marquee lighting, customizable 
Versa Bars and Tables, as well as luxury lounge 
furniture, clients have the ability to transform 
their event space into a unique and unforgettable 
celebration.

Whether our clients want to host their event 
outdoors or expand their event space to accom-
modate additional guests, we have a vast selection 
of tent rentals available—from beautiful sailcloth 
tents, to sleek and versatile structure tents. As 
experts in our industry, we’re able to offer custom-
tailored solutions to fit any size, location and 
scope project, giving our clients the ability to cre-
ate an exclusive, one-of-a-kind event experience 
for their guests.

With showroom locations in Woburn, Boston 
and Stoughton, clients can schedule an in-person 
appointment to view rental offerings and even 
create a mock-up of their event. Our experienced 
event rental consultants can assist with product 
selection, creating design boards to bring an event 
vision to life, and draft rental quotes based on 
event specifics. Can’t make it into the showroom? 
Clients can pick their favorite rental pieces and 
receive a quote on our website. 

To schedule an appointment, call 833-888-PEAK, 
or visit our website at www.peakeventservices.com.

RHEA SIMON,  
VOCALIST & PIANIST

Rhea Simon has been entertaining at parties 
for many years. She is an accomplished 

singer and has a BFA in Music Theatre from 
Syracuse University. 

Rhea started her professional career at 16, as 
a singer/dancer at Opryland, USA in her home-
town of Nashville. She now captivates audiences 
all over the country, performing songs from the 
Great American Songbook and Broadway stage.

Besides performing at parties, Rhea delights 
listeners at clubs and venues such as The Club 
Cafe and Sculler’s in Boston and the Colonial Inn 
in Concord.

Contact Rhea at 978-857-9989.

SALEM TROLLEY

Since 1982, Salem Trolley has set the standard 
for sightseeing tours and exceptional 

transportation north of Boston. Whether you’re 
planning a personal ceremony or corporate 
gathering, count on the Salem Trolley to transport 
your guests in style, comfort, and grace.

We can and have provided quality transporta-
tion for every event imaginable. For weddings, 
bar/bat mitzvahs, birthday parties, parades, fam-
ily reunions, proms and school events, let us help 
make your event memorable, safe, and stress-free.

We have special pricing for school groups, 
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Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

85 Andover Street, Rt. 114 
Danvers  978 774 4080 
giblees.com

COME IN ONCE, YOU’LL BE A CUSTOMER FOR LIFE! 

WEDDING SUIT 
PACKAGES 

Suit purchase packages 
starting at $299.

Come to the ISRAEL BOOK SHOP
Or Order Online

For All Your Wedding Ceremony Needs

KETUBOT ~ KIPOT ~ CHUPPAH RENTALS 
WINE CUPS ~ BREAKABLE GLASS CUPS 

MUSIC ~ TALITOT & PERSONALIZED BAGS

410 Harvard Street, Brookline, MA 02446 
617-566-7113  •  1-800-323-7723

Open Sunday-Thursday 10-5 ~ Friday 10-2

Israel Book ShopIsrael Book Shop

www.israelbookshop.com
info@israelbookshop.com
www.israelbookshop.com
info@israelbookshop.com

Hours:
Mon – Sat

10am – 4pm

552 Washington Street, 
Canton

781 828 7847
www.touchofklass.net

Our boutique is your #1
source for all 
your special 
occasion wear.

Touch of Klass

Larger sizes
are our specialty.

http://www.josephgann.com
http://www.josephgann.com
http://www.Kappysoncall.com
mailto:Oncall@Kappys.com
http://www.pem.org
http://www.peakeventservices.com
http://www.bler.com
mailto:info@bler.com
http://www.israelbookshop.com
mailto:info@israelbookshop.com
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including proms and sporting events. We work with local schools 
for historical tours of Salem along with transportation to sporting 
events. Our fleet of trolleys can accommodate 30-38 passengers.

Salem Trolley has won the BONS (Best of North Shore) Award 
several times. We work with Destination Salem, Salem Chamber of 
Commerce, Marblehead Chamber of Commerce and the North of 
Boston Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Salem Trolley is located at 8 Central St., Salem. Visit www.
SalemTrolley.com or call 978-744-5469.

SELMA’S DRESS SHOPPE

Selma’s Dress Shoppe was started by Selma in 1948, and in 1973, 
her daughter Lauralee was excited to continue her mother’s 

legacy. At Selma’s you will find the finest collection of extraordinary 
contemporary clothing for today’s woman: from black tie special 
occasions to daytime casual wear such as sweaters, tops and 
pants. If Lauralee cannot find what you want in the store, she will 
find it on her shopping trips to the New York and Chicago fashion 
markets. Clients receive personalized service and the staff helps 
you create a new look and update your old wardrobe.

Call Selma’s today at 781-289-3672 to schedule your appoint-
ment for our complimentary service so we can help you find the 
new you for daytime, for nighttime, or for anytime.

Lauralee will help you with your new look! You will love the 
clothes at Selma’s.

Selma’s is located at 590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere. Call 781-289-
3672.

SU CHANG’S FINE CHINESE CUISINE

Su Chang’s has been in business for over 28 years. Come to 
Su Chang’s for your wedding celebrations. We do showers, 

engagement parties, rehearsal dinners and even small weddings.
We offer authentic Chinese food. Specialties include ginger 

scallion lobster, clams with black bean sauce, and shrimp with 
stuffed eggplant. It is necessary to order our superb rack of lamb 
one day in advance. It is always good to include our delicious 
noodles and a green vegetable. Mother always said it was 
important to eat your green vegetables! We are so fortunate to be 
in business for so many years and we attribute that to you – our 
customers. We so appreciate you!

Su Chang’s is located at 373 Lowell St., Peabody. Visit www.
suchangs-peabody.com or call 978-531-3366.

TIMELESS LIFE TREASURES

Conveniently located in beautiful Pickering Wharf in Salem, 
Timeless Life Treasures has something for every style and 

budget. All of our merchandise is of heirloom quality, set with 
diamonds and gemstones that are ethically sourced from reputable 
suppliers and are of conflict-free origin. 

Come in to see us or schedule and appointment to create that 
Timeless Life Treasures today!

Timeless Life Treasures is located at 68 Wharf St., Salem. Visit 
www.timelesslifetreasures.com or call 978-745-8563.
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TOUCH OF KLASS

Touch of Klass is a high-end 
boutique that has been in 

business for 40 golden years. 
The majority of our dresses are 
NOT ONLINE. Our clothes are 
GLAMOUR, CLASSIC and by no 
means NOT YOUR AVERAGE 
DESIGN. Most of our garments 
come in many colors and are 
tailored to your measurements. 
Coming to Touch of Klass is like 
visiting a boutique in New York.

Touch of Klass is located at 
552 Washington St., Canton. Visit 
www.touchofklass.net or call at 
781-828-7847.

ZUCKER’S 
BAKERY

Planning your next simcha? 
Let Zucker’s Bakery make 

it extra sweet. Our ceremonial 
challahs are ready for your 
kiddush. 

Looking for the perfect start-
er for your homemade French 
toast, a snack, gift or something 
sweet to lift your spirits, come 
pick up our challahs, cinnamon 
horns, half-moon pastries, 
whoopie pies, or blueberry muf-
fins. New and fresh pastries are 
available daily including our 
delicious non-dairy cheesecakes 
and the best rugelach on the 
North Shore.

Zucker’s Foods, a family 
owned bakery established in 
Montreal in 1996 has been oper-
ating out of Peabody for the last 
17 years. Our baked goods are 
Kosher and Pareve. For your 
convenience, you can find a 
selection of our goods at the 
Butcherie, Larry Levine’s and 
Zadye’s Market. We even stock 
Montreal bagels.

Zucker’s Bakery is located 
at 4 Lake St., Peabody. Call at 
978-535-5335 or email at info@
zuckerfoods.com. 

ZVI JALFIN PHOTOGRAPHY

Photography is not just the click of the camera, it’s the art of 
capturing the perfect moment. It is an art that Zvi Jalfin has 

been perfecting for over 20 years. Drawing on his expert knowledge 
of photographic and lighting techniques, Zvi brings together the 
latest styles and technology to capture timeless keepsakes. 

Zvi recognizes that listening to his clients and aligning with 
their expectations, ensures that their special moments will be cap-
tured naturally and effortlessly. He has established a great rapport 
with his clients and he ensures that every occasion is handled with 
a pleasant demeanor and a professional attitude.

Zvi photographs weddings and bar and bat mitzvahs; corporate 
events; executive portraits; headshots and family portraits. Zvi also 
offers digital graffiti services, green screen photography, red carpet 
and paparazzi photography stations as well as photo booth rentals.

Visit jalfinphoto.com, email zvi@jalfinphoto.com,  
or call 781-449-7249.

Weddings
Baby Namings
Bnei Mitzvah

Interfaith Ceremonies
Funerals/Unveilings

Shivah Services

call 401-486-0110
or email eadler3@cox.net

Rabbi Ethan Adler

for all your lifecyle services

RABBI AT YOUR ‘SERVICE’

Casual Daytime WearCasual Daytime Wear
to Black Tie Party Wearto Black Tie Party Wear

COME SEE … WHAT’S NEW!

Celebrate in 
Style!

590 Revere Beach Blvd., Revere, MA   |   781-289-3672
By Appointment   |   Entrance at Rear of House 

* Prior purchases & special orders excluded. Selected merchandise.
Extraordinary, Contemporary  
Clothing for Today’s Woman

 Weddings - Bar/Bat MitzvahsWeddings - Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Showers - AnniversariesShowers - Anniversaries
Engagements & More!Engagements & More!

Selma’sSelma’s

JOURNALISM 
MATTERS

The mission of the Jewish 
Journal is to educate, 

inform, engage and connect  
the Jewish and interfaith 

communities here locally and 
throughout the world.

Donate to the Jewish Journal  
on our homepage at 
jewishjournal.org.

http://www.SalemTrolley.com
http://www.SalemTrolley.com
http://www.suchangs-peabody.com
http://www.suchangs-peabody.com
http://www.timelesslifetreasures.com
http://www.touchofklass.net
mailto:zvi@jalfinphoto.com
mailto:eadler3@cox.net
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Visit pem.org/venues or scan code for details

161 Essex Street  |  Salem, Massachusetts
978-542-1615  |  wedding@pem.org
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NEWTON — 2Life Commun
ities is proud to announce the 
development of Opus, a unique 
middleincome housing option 
for adults aged 62 and up. Opus 
Newton, the first senior living 
community under the Opus 
model, is a creative prototype 
designed to put living in com
munity within reach so that all 
seniors have the opportunity to 
live a full life of connection and 
purpose in a dynamic, support
ive environment.

Opus Newton, which will be 
connected to 2Life’s Coleman 
House on the campus of the 
Greater Boston JCC, will fea
ture 174 residences, with more 
than eight one and twobed
room options ranging in size 
from 650 square feet to 1,350 
square feet. Priority deposits are 
now open to those interested in 
being among the first to have an 
opportunity to reserve an apart
ment when formal reservations 
begin in April 2022.

“Opus represents a ground

breaking opportunity for us to 
reimagine the future of senior 
living for middleincome older 
adults,” said 2Life Communities 
President and CEO Amy 
Schectman. “Far too often we 
have been left heartbroken by 
having to turn away people 
from our communities because 
their incomes are too high – 
sometimes only by a very small 
amount – to qualify for afford
able housing. Opus allows us to 
offer middleincome adults who 
are underserved and underseen 
in the current marketplace a 
new communityfocused hous
ing option. Our hope is to devel
op Opus communities across 
Greater Boston and be a beacon 
of change for those who want to 
replicate our model around the 
country.”

In creating Opus, 2Life is 
offering a whole new kind of 
community within the financial 
reach of the middleincome, 
a group that does not qualify 
for subsidized housing but isn’t 

comfortable with the upscale 
options in the traditional region
al senior living marketplace.

After the Newton City 
Coun cil unanimously voted 
to approve plans this past fall, 
Opus’s priority deposit pro
cess began in early November, 
with interested parties placing 
a $500 fully refundable deposit 
for the opportunity to reserve 
their spot in Opus starting in 
April. Once 70 percent of apart
ments are reserved, construc
tion on Opus Newton will begin. 
Planners anticipate a 24month 
construction process.

There are three key compo
nents that make the Opus model 
possible. First, Opus residents 
will take an active role in their 
community by pledging to vol
unteer approximately 10 hours a 
month of their time. These con
tributions can include teaching 
a course, offering professional 
expertise, or lending one’s time 
to a number of community proj
ects, creating an environment 
of collective contribution and 
purpose.

Second, Opus’s health care 
options are centered around 
giving people the ability to stay 
in their homes and have health 
care providers come to them. 
Rather than building costly care 
centers, Opus will have onsite 
care advocates and partnerships 
with providers to help keep care 
more affordable.

Finally, Opus’s location in 
Newton will allow residents to 

tap into the neighborhood and 
become part of the broader 
community rather than creat
ing expensive enclaves that are 
often isolated from other gen
erations and neighbors. Going 
forward, Opus communities 
will adhere to this model, with 
development taking place in 
locations that are already hubs 
of activity. Opus Newton will be 
joined to the Coleman House by 
a twostory connector filled with 
light. The connector will encom
pass a café and art studio, plus 
classroom and meeting space. 
The outside will include patios, 

gardens, and walking trails that 
connect to campus amenities 
at the JCC and Coleman House, 
Newton Community Farm, and 
Nahanton Park.

“When Opus appeared on our 
radar, we both felt a strong con
nection,” said Linda Helfet and 
Bill Hilliker, who were among 
the first to put down a priority 
deposit. “It was like finding an 
old friend who knows your inter
ests, aesthetics, and values.”

For more information about 
joining the Opus community, 
please visit www.2LifeOpus.org.

Se niors
Af for da ble Se nior Hous ing For Over 30 Ye ars

social activities • small pets oK
Cle an, qui et, Af for da ble.

4 lo CA tions:
danvers • salem

peabody • beverly

EQU AL HOUS ING
OP POR TU N I  TY A POAH Community

Preservation Housing Community Management, LLC

What if the old idea of 
senior living retired?
Opus from 2Life believes it’s time we  
reset the expectation, together. So join 
us in building a bolder, better and more 
inclusive option. Join us in bringing to life  
a more connected model for living anchored 
in affordability, equity, sustainability  
and adaptability.

Visit 2LifeOpus.org or call  
617-221-3442 to learn more about  
this first-of-its-kind community,  
and explore our upcoming events.
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Architectural rendering of Opus Newton

2Life Communities announces Opus Newton
Unique middle-income housing model to focus on aging-in-community
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quently in schools and in com-
munity settings. Danvers is the 
fourth symposium (the others 
were at New England Academy 
and Duxbury and Newton 
North High Schools) and the 
first to be open to the entire 
community.

“I believe education is our 
best hope. Opening the sympo-
sium to students and adults in 
Danvers to learn together has 
been especially powerful,” said 
Deborah Coltin, who is Lappin 
Foundation’s executive director 
and also runs the symposium. 

So far, participants couldn’t 
agree more.

At the beginning of the first 
session, Coltin posed the open-
ended question, “Why are you 
here?” Many answered that they 
wanted to make a difference in 
Danvers and to be on the side 
of not making light of recent 
events. “I want to be rebooted 
in my attitudes,” a student said.

Tess Wallerstein, an 11th 
grade Jewish student, took 
comfort in knowing there are 
“actually people in Danvers 
who genuinely care about this 
topic.” She believes a large 
percentage of people spread-
ing antisemitism either have 
an incorrect understanding of 
the Holocaust or are rooted in 
ignorance. “Symposiums like 

this could help lots of people 
gain a better understanding of 
major issues and could bring 
community members together 
in open discussions by connect-
ing young and old,” she said. 

Parent Mike Hass wants to 
help raise the bar on what is 
acceptable behavior. He also 
wants his daughter to learn 
more about the deeper societal 
issues that led to the Holocaust. 
“I want her to see and experi-
ence that speaking up and tak-
ing an active role in society is 
critical to shaping the world 
around her,” he said in an email.

Danvers Chief of Police 
James Lovell believes the pro-
gram can serve as a framework 
for additional, admittedly diffi-
cult conversations that will help 
Danvers grow as a community. 
“More importantly, I hope to 
learn things I can do in my role 
as a public official and leader to 
ensure we properly investigate 
incidents of antisemitism and 
help create a culture where hate 
is not acceptable or tolerated,” 
he said in an email.

The program included 
the movie, “The Path to Nazi 
Genocide,” that uses rare foot-
age to examine the Nazis’ rise 
and consolidation of power 
in Germany. Intended to pro-
voke reflection and discussion 

Danvers Holocaust Symposium 
asks ‘What does the Holocaust 
have to do with me?’
from page 1Vibrant Senior Living  
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Think a senior-living community is something you’ll only consider 

when you need assistance or care?  Edgewood residents will tell you: 
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enjoy everything the community has to offer.

Independent living at Edgewood provides the best of all worlds. 

Maintenance-free living in a home you can customize. New friends and 
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Social, recreational and wellness opportunities. Lifelong learning classes. 

And the priceless peace of mind that comes with LifeCare — including 

financial predictability and guaranteed access to award-winning health 

care on our campus. 

Use the QR Code to read our blog and learn 

why so many residents say, “I should have 
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schedule a personal tour.

575 Osgood Street
North Andover, MA 01845
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about the role of ordinary peo-
ple, institutions, and nations 
between 1918 and 1945, the film 
did just that.

Students and adults agreed 
that seeing video recordings 
from that era was much more 
impactful than reading about 
it in books. “Nothing is left to 
the imagination. This is a wake-
up call,” said a student. “Seeing 
the sophistication of the Nazis’ 
approach, the normalization of 
‘us’ and ‘them’ and the hijacking 
of tradition – that really scared 
me,” added an adult.

For Selectman David Mills, 
Human Rights and Inclusion 
Committee co-founder, seeing 
the ease with which ordinary 
people were drawn into some-
thing so horrible disturbed 
him. “Do we all have that mon-
ster lurking just below the sur-
face?” he asked.

Community member Carla 
King, who learned about 
the symposium through 
DanversCARES, has visited 
the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum and attend-
ed lectures on the topic. She 
thought she knew more than 
many about the Holocaust. 
After the first session, she real-
ized and appreciated there was 
much more for her to learn.

She was unnerved to watch 
the events that led to Hitler’s 

rise to power. “It was very pow-
erful for me thinking of the 
current climate in the U.S. and 
that some of what we see is 
how it all started,” she said in 
an email. “Our children need 
to be educated about what the 
swastika means. I don’t believe 
they really understand, and 
if they did, I don’t think they 
would be doing what they are 
doing.” 

Mary Wermers, assistant 
superintendent of Teaching 
and Learning at Danvers 
Public Schools, thinks out-
reach like this symposium 
can help Danvers. “We need 
passive bystanders to become 
upstanders in the community. 
It is time that we call out biased 
remarks and/or actions, try to 
explain why it is hurtful and 
not stand by and let it happen,” 
she said in an email.

Dave McKenna, who co-
founded the Human Rights and 
Inclusion Committee in 1993 
and is superintendent of Jewish 
Cemeteries of the North Shore, 
would go one step further. “We 
need to find a way to reach 
those who have no interest in 
learning about these issues and 
enlighten them as to the cause 
and effect of divisiveness and 
how it leads to hatred,” he said 
in an email. “We still have a 
long way to go.”
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One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing
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Barbara (Shapiro) Isaacson, 
age 90, of Tarzana, California, 
formerly of Marblehead, passed 
away on Jan. 5, 2022, after a 
long and courageous battle with 
metastatic melanoma. 

She was born July 15, 1931, 
to Rose and Ernest Shapiro. 
Barbara was raised in Saugus, 
and lived in Marblehead most of 
her life, until she moved to the 
Los Angeles area 10 years ago.

Barbara was the loving moth-
er of Cheryl (Ricky) Goodman 
of Woodland Hills, California, 
Mark (Cynthia) Isaacson of 
West Hampton Beach, New 
York, Bruce (Mali) Isaacson of 
Calabasas, California, Jonathan 
(Shelley) Isaacson of Lexington, 
and Ernie (Sara) Isaacson of 
Lawrence, New York; as well as 
20 grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren. She was the 
sister of Ben (Norma) Shapiro 
of Chestnut Hill, and was pre-

deceased by her brother Jack 
(Yaira) Shapiro of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

Barbara was very proud of 
her family’s accomplishments, 
and shared that pride with any-
one who would listen. She never 
forgot a birthday or anniversary.

While living in Marblehead, 
she loved walking on the beach, 

riding her bike, and swimming 
every day. In California, she 
made many new friends.

A former teacher in the 
Boston Public Schools, Barbara 
had a brilliant, scholarly mind, 
and a thirst for knowledge. She 
belonged to Mensa, took classes 
throughout her lifetime, and 
reinforced the importance of 
education to her family. Many 
who knew her remarked that 
Barbara was the smartest, and 
most knowledgeable person 
they ever met.

Barbara was passionate 
about Jewish life and culture, 
and took great pride in helping 
Soviet Jews in the 1970s and 
1980s. She led a very full life and 
was always ready with a com-
pliment and a good word. She 
was loved by many, and will be 
missed by many.

Arrangements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. For 
more information or to register 
in the online guestbook, visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsa-
lem.com.  

Family-owned and operated since 1933

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS

NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

ASK ABOUT OUR PRE-PLANNING SAVINGS.
CREMATION OPTIONS AVAILABLE.
No synagogue or temple affiliation required.

polcemetery@gmail.com
(978) 594-4249 • www.prideoflynn.org

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
AND CHEVRA MISHNA
89 LAKE SHORE ROAD, LYNN, MA 01904

Serving Boston and the Greater North Shore  
Jewish and interfaith families since 1920.

Compassionate personalized service. Individual and  
multiple lots available with competitive pricing. 

Ask about our pre-planning savings.  
Traditional burial and inurnment (cremation) available. 

Chapel renovations in progress.

Serving Boston and the Greater North Shore  
Jewish and Interfaith families since 1920. 

Compassionate personalized service. Individual and  
multiple lots available with competitive pricing.
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Gabrielle Liska (Bergman) 
Eisenberg, of Marblehead, and 
in recent months Hingham, 
passed away on Dec. 28, 2021 at 
the age of 82.

Cherished wife and muse 
of the late artist George S. 
Eisenberg. Loving mother 
extraordinaire of Julie and 
Joseph Janson, the late Stewart 
Eisenberg, and soul daugh-
ter Cate Pratt Breitkopf. Prized 
grandmother of beloved Eric 
and Margot Janson.

Born in Berlin, Germany 
to the late Eric and Johanna 
Bergman, the family escaped 
Nazi occupation in 1939 and 
moved to Manhattan, where 
they rebuilt a beautiful life.

Married and living for most 
of her years in Massachusetts, 
Gabrielle’s life revolved around 
family, friends, and the arts, 
modeling in New York and 
then for her husband’s illustra-
tions in the 1950s-70s, running 
a boutique framing business, 
and serving as the first woman 
vice president of the Copley 

Arts Society in Boston. Gabrielle 
studied with accomplished 
chefs and artists, while creating 
beautiful ceramics and design-
ing jewelry. 

She had a deep apprecia-
tion for nature and travel, visit-
ing national parks and taking 
extended trips abroad. She was 
a life-long learner, always open 
to change and new ideas. We 
all benefited from Gabrielle’s 
wisdom, kindness, and endless 
capacity to love.

Friends and family were 
invited to a virtual memorial 
service on Jan. 23. 

Once a refugee herself, 
Gabrielle quietly gave directly to 
those struggling to make a life in 
the U.S.

Expressions of sympathy 
made in Gabrielle Eisenberg’s 
honor may be donated to: 
Dorcas International Institute 
of RI, 645 Elmwood Ave., 
Providence, RI 02907. Online 
donations can be made to 
https://bit.ly/GiveToDorcas. 
Dorcas International is a 
100-year-old, non-profit organi-
zation empowering vulnerable 
immigrants, refugees, and the 
underserved to succeed through 
advocacy that promotes edu-
cation, training, and cultural 
understanding.

Friends and family are invit-
ed to a virtual memorial ser-
vice on Sunday, Jan. 23, at 4:30 
p.m. For a Zoom link, please call 
Stanetsky Memorial Chapel in 
Canton at 781-821-4600. 

Gabrielle Liska (Bergman) Eisenberg, 82, of Hingham, formerly of Marblehead

Barbara (Shapiro) Isaacson, 90, of Tarzana, California, formerly of Marblehead

Eleanor (Goldstein) Karp, 
107 years of age, of Chelsea, 
formerly of Everett and Malden, 
died on Jan. 5, 2022. 

Loving wife of the late 
Henry Karp. Devoted mother of 
Harvey Karp and his wife Jean 
of Chestnut Hill, and Michael 
Karp and his wife Charlene of 
Chestnut Hill. Loving daugh-
ter of the late Jacob Goldstein 
and the late Bessie (Vernon) 
Goldstein. Dear sister of the 
late Abraham Goldstein and 
the late Elizabeth Goldstein. 
Grandmother of Marcy 
Silverman, Alyssa Wigetman, 
Stephanie Levy, and Bradley 
Karp. Cherished great-grand-
mother of Max, Morgan, Sloan, 
Andrew, Jacqueline, Jared, 
Colby, and Taylor. 

A graveside service was pri-
vate. In lieu of flowers, remem-
brances in Eleanor’s name may 
be made to the charity of your 
choice. 

Arrangements were handled 
by Torf Funeral Service, Chel-
sea. Visit www.torffuneralser-
vice.com for an online guest-
book. 

Eleanor (Goldstein) Karp, 
107, of Chelsea
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William (Bill) M. Salloway, 
son of Harry and Mildred 
(Karger) Salloway, entered into 
rest on Jan. 9, 2022 at the age of 
83. He was the beloved husband 
of Shirley (Wortman) Salloway, 
with whom he shared 61 won-
derful years of marriage. 

Born and raised in Lynn, Bill 
graduated from SUNY Buffalo, 
and went on to pursue a life-
long career in the leather indus-
try, starting with his father in 
Peabody, and later served as 
president of Allied Leather and 
Alliance Leathers in Johnstown, 
New York.

A man of many hobbies with 
an insatiable thirst for life, Bill 
could always be found with one 
of his many loyal dogs by his 
side. Bill was also an avid out-
doorsman, who loved fishing 
and hunting every season of the 
year.

Bill was predeceased by his 
sister Nancy (Salloway) Hartley. 
Bill will be sadly missed by his 
loving sister Esther (Salloway) 
Waldman, along with his chil-
dren Barry (Suzanne) Salloway, 
Steven (Andrea) Salloway, 
and Hope (Salloway) Verrier 
(Kevin). Bill was lovingly 
blessed with four grandchil-
dren, Sara (Salloway) McGill, 
and Samantha, Matthew and 
Carly Salloway; two step-

grandchildren, Nicole (Verrier) 
Delsignore and Drew Verrier; 
as well as two beautiful great-
granddaughters, Gia and Remi 
McGill; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

A graveside service was 
held at Maple Hill Cemetery, 
Peabody, on Jan. 13. In lieu of 
flowers, expressions of sym-
pathy can be made in Bill’s 
memory to Northeast Animal 
Shelter, 347 Highland Ave., 
Salem, MA 01970 (www.north-
eastanimalshelter.org), or Hunt 
Nursing and Rehab Center, 90 
Lindall St., Danvers, MA 01923 
(www.huntnursinghome.org). 

Arrangements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. For 
more information or to register 
in the online guestbook, visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsa-
lem.com.

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Philip Linsky
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,

Fashion Eye Wear
238 Humphrey Street, Swampscott

(781) 592-6633
Most Vision Plans Honored

HOME HEALTH CARE

We understand how important it is  
to find the best quality care for a loved  
one needing assistance. Caring for our 

clients with personal attention and  
compassion is our highest priority.

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
Home Health Aides •  

Companion Services • 24-Hour Care • 
Respite Care • Special Care  
for Alzheimer’s & Dementia

For a FREE assessment or more information:

978-922-0745 or 800-281-0878

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-598-2454
www.allcare.org

For ALL Your Home Care 
and Hospice Needs

Nursing • Therapy • Personal Care
Palliative Care • Hospice

HOME HEALTH CARE

ASSISTED LIVING  
AND MEMORY SUPPORT

Cohen Florence Levine  
Estates
617-887-0826

Florence & Chafetz  
Specialized Care
617-887-0826

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan 
Estates
978-532-4411

SHORT-TERM REHAB 
AND LONG-TERM CARE

Leonard Florence  
Center for Living
617-887-0001

Katzman Family Center  
for Living 
617-884-6766

Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick 
Center for Living
978-471-5100

www.chelseajewish.org

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Shapiro-Rudolph Adult Day Health Center  |  978-471-5180
Chelsea Jewish Hospice and Palliative Care  |  617-889-0779
Chelsea Jewish Visiting Nurse Agency  |  617-889-8744

SENIOR CARE

HEALTHHEALTH  
SERVICESSERVICES

To advertise  
in this Directory,  

call 978-278-1185
or 978-278-1186

CAREGIVER
Certified Male Home Health Aide 

12 years experience working with 
males. Available on the North Shore.

Known for flexibility, honesty and  
reliability. Reasonable rates.  

References available on request.

Call or text Dan (978) 828-2742

ORTHODONTIST

HOME CARE
The First Choice for  

Loving, Compassionate 
Home Care on the  

North Shore

781.691.5755
NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

Specializing in Companionship, Meal Prep, Transportation, 
Bathing & Hygiene, Mobility & Toileting Assistance
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Myron E. “Ronnie” Lappin, 
89, of Marblehead, entered into 
eternal rest on Jan. 8, 2022. 

Born in Malden, Ronnie went 
to Malden High School, and 
then graduated from Cushing 
Academy, and UMass Amherst. 

He served in the U.S. Army, 
and owned and operated 
Lappin Brothers Inc. He was 
an avid bike rider and first 
tracks downhill skier at Loon 
Mountain. 

Myron was the devoted hus-
band of the late Sandra (Hurst) 
Lappin. Beloved father of Margie 
and her husband Jed Cantor, 
Steven and his wife Kerrianne 
Lappin, and Sheryl and her 
husband Eric Levy. Cherished 
grandfather of Ross and Kara 
Cantor, Reed and Brittney 
Cantor, Joshua and Rebecca 
Levy, and Justin, Brandon 

and Lexi Lappin. Proud great-
grandfather of Welles, Harris, 
and Louis Cantor. Dear brother 
of the late Mason and Shirley 
Lappin, and brother-in-law of 
Phyllis and Gerald Dinerman. 

Services were held at 
Temple Sinai, Marblehead, on 
Jan. 11. Interment followed at 
the Lebanon Tiferet Shalom 
Cemetery (Route 128N between 
Route 114 and Endicott St. 
exits), Peabody. In lieu of 
flowers, expressions of sym-
pathy may be donated to the 
Alzheimer’s Foundation, 309 
Waverly Oaks Road, Waltham, 
MA 02452, or Temple Sinai, 1 
Community Road, Marblehead, 
MA 01945. 

Arrangements were handled 
by Goldman Funeral Chapel, 
Malden. For online condolenc-
es, visit www.goldmanfc.com. 

Myron E. “Ronnie” Lappin, 89, of Marblehead, formerly of Malden

Sandra (Hurst) Lappin, 87, of 
Marblehead, entered into eter-
nal rest on Dec. 24, 2021. 

Sandy was a proud graduate 
of Lynn Classical High School 
and University of Massachusetts 
Amherst. She was a former sub-
stitute and special education 
teacher in Marblehead, and she 
loved to walk the “Neck” and 
read a good book or magazine 
on the beach. 

Sandy was the devoted wife 
of the late Myron E. “Ronnie” 
Lappin. Beloved mother of 
Margie and her husband Jed 
Cantor, Sheryl and her hus-
band Eric Levy, and Steven 
and his wife Kerrianne Lappin. 
Cherished grandmother of 
Ross and Kara Cantor, Reed 

and Britney Cantor, Joshua 
and Rebecca Levy, and Justin, 
Brandon and Lexi Lappin. 

Proud great-grandmother of 
Welles, Harris and Louis Cantor, 
and dear sister of Phyllis and 
Gerald Dinerman, and the late 
Mason and Shirley Lappin.

Services were held at Temple 
Sinai in Marblehead on Dec. 
27. Interment followed at 
the Lebanon Tiferet Shalom 
Cemetery, Peabody. In lieu of 
flowers, expressions of sym-
pathy may be donated to the 
Alzheimer’s Foundation, 309 
Waverly Oaks Road, Waltham, 
MA 02452, or Temple Sinai, 1 
Community Road, Marblehead, 
MA 01945. 

Arrangements were handled 
by Goldman Funeral Chapel, 
Malden. For online condolenc-
es, visit www.goldmanfc.com. 

Sandra (Hurst) Lappin, 87, of Marblehead, formerly of LynnWilliam (Bill) M. Salloway, 83, formerly of Lynn  
and Peabody

Gerald B. “Jerry” Morse, age 
88, of Sudbury, Lincoln, Stowe, 
Vermont, and most recently 
Peabody. Entered into eternal 
rest on Jan. 14, 2022. 

Born in Malden, Jerry gradu-
ated from Malden High School, 
Northeastern University, and 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute, and went on to a long and 
successful career at MIT/
Lincoln Labs and Alphatech. 

Jerry and his wife Merna 
enjoyed traveling, especially 
when they could combine trav-
el with cross country skiing or 
fly fishing. Jerry was also an 
avid photographer, cyclist, and 
a life-long, active member of 
Temple Beth El of Sudbury. 

Jerry leaves his wife of over 
60 years Merna (Fightlin), his 
daughters Pam Morse and 
Alyson Morse Katzman, son-
in-law Richard Katzman, 
grandchildren Ben Katzman 
and Isabel Katzman, and Mark 
Quintana. He also leaves his 
sister Rhona Szottfried. The 
family is grateful for the won-
derful care he received in the 
last month of his life. 

Services were held at 
Goldman Funeral Chapel, 
Malden on Jan. 16. Interment 
followed in Everett. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be 
made to the Michael J. Fox 
Foundation for Parkinson’s 
Research (https://www.
michaeljfox.org/donate). 

Arrangements were handled 
by Goldman Funeral Chapel, 
Malden. For online condolenc-
es, visit www.goldmanfc.com. 

Gerald B. “Jerry” Morse, 88, of Peabody,  
formerly of Sudbury, Lincoln, and Stowe, Vermont
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taught math in the city’s pub-
lic schools. In the last decade, 
Rutstein, who was born and 
raised in a Jewish family in 

Peabody, has volunteered at the 
library. 

“I’ve never seen any chil-
dren’s space like this,” Rutstein 
said, as she guided a visitor 
around the large, second-floor 
area for kids and teens. “You’re a 
child or you’re a parent and you 
walk in. This space is awesome.”  

A series of colorful col-
lages dedicated to Charlotte 
Bloomberg hang in the chil-
dren’s section, commissioned 
by the library after it received 
donations in her memory after 
her death. 

Rutstein, who’s been an 
active member of Medford’s 
Temple Shalom/the William 
and Charlotte Bloomberg Jewish 
Community Center, recalled 
Charlotte was beloved for greet-
ing congregants at Friday night 
services. For years, she helped 
run the Temple’s popular thrift 
sale and in her 90s, Bloomberg 
served as the synagogue’s 
copresident. 

The library has been 
Rutstein’s place to go to meet all 
her book club needs, she said. 

“A community needs a thriv-
ing library.”

Elaine Sylvia Simons, of 
Peabody, formerly of Swamp-
scott and Lake Worth, Florida, 
entered into rest on Jan. 9, 2022, 
at the age of 95. 

The beloved wife of the late 
Shepherd Simons, Elaine was 
the devoted mother of Bill 
Simons and his wife Nancy 
Simons of Oneonta, New York, 
and Jo Ann Simons and her hus-
band Chet Derr of Swampscott. 
She was the loving sister of the 
late Lucille (Kahan) Benson and 
her late husband, Benjamin; 
cherished grandmother of 
Jonathan Derr, Emily Derr and 
her husband Brent Markus, and 
Joseph Simons and his wife 
Lynette; and adored great-
grandmother of Lily, Hannah, 
Isaac, and Daniel Simons, and 
Nathan, Asher, and Cooper 
Markus. She also leaves her 

brother-in-law and sister-in-law 
Alan and Sheila Simons, and 
many nieces and nephews. 
When her first grandchild, 
Jonathan, was born with Down 
syndrome, Elaine became a crit-
ical and important part of his 
life and his success in becoming 
independent.

Elaine was born on Sept. 6, 
1926, to Samuel Kahan and his 
dear wife Zelda (Fein) in New 
York City. Elaine lived in many 
different towns throughout 
the country before settling in 
Beachmont. After graduating 
from Revere High School, she 
worked during World War II at 
the South Boston Naval Annex. 
When the war ended, Elaine 
worked for Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies and began a life-
long commitment to the Jewish 
community.

In 1948, she met a young 
and handsome Army veteran, 
Shepherd Simons, on a blind 
date arranged by friends. They 
wed 12 weeks later and enjoyed 
nearly 69 years of marriage. At 
key intervals, Elaine assisted her 
husband in the family business, 
Simons Shoes, and then Simons 
Uniforms, in Lynn.

She and her husband were 
original members of Temple 
Emanuel and leaders in the 
establishment of the Jewish 
Community Center’s move from 
Lynn to Marblehead. She was 
the first women elected to serve 
as vice president of both the 
Jewish Community Center and 
the Jewish of Federation of the 
North Shore. She spent hours 
as a public speaker, raising the 
funds for the campaign for 
the JCC’s Marblehead facility. 
Elaine was also president of the 
Swampscott-Marblehead chap-
ter of B’nai B’rith. 

She was devoted to exercise 
and her pace of long walks along 
the Swampscott/Lynn beaches 
and in Florida were hard to keep 

up with. Before spending their 
winters in Florida, Elaine and 
Shep traveled widely, includ-
ing several trips to Israel, where 
she remained cool when mortar 
fire rocked her bus. She was a 
devoted and avid bridge play-
er, and she and Shep enjoyed 
many years of golf as members 
of Kernwood Country Club 
in Salem and The Fountains 
Country Club in Lake Worth, 
Florida. Always a voracious 
reader, she read four-five books 
a week during COVID.

Throughout her life in 
Swampscott, Florida, and 
at her last home at Brooksby 
Village, she was always sur-
rounded by a large group of 
friends. We are grateful for the 
loving care she received in her 
last years by Sakina Akoush and 
for the recent support of Care 
Dimensions.

Her family, friends and her 
connections to the community 
will always be part of her lasting 
legacy.

Services were held at the 
Brooksby Village Chapel, 100 
Brooksby Village Dr., Peabody, 
on Jan. 12. Interment followed 
at Temple Emanu-El Memorial 
Park, Danvers. In lieu of flow-
ers, expression of sympathy in 
Elaine’s memory may be sent 
to the Simons-Derr Inclusion 
Fund at the Jewish Community 
Center of the North Shore, 1 
Community Road, Marblehead, 
MA (https://jccns.org/donate/). 

Elaine Sylvia Simons, 95, of Peabody,  
formerly of Swampscott and Lake Worth, Florida
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Marlene Ostrer, of Marble-
head, died on Jan. 3, 2022 at the 
age of 86. 

She was married to the late 
Robert ‘Bob’ Ostrer, and was 
the mother of Dawn Ostrer 
Emerson and Jeffrey Ostrer, and 
the grandmother of Skye and 
Tegan Emerson. 

Marlene and Bob were won-
derfully inclusive and made 
friends with people far and wide 
through their passion for horse-
back riding, and were highly 
respected for their wonderful 
design-trade showroom at the 
Boston Design Center. Under 
their caring ownership, the busi-
ness succeeded for 35 years and 
was a testament to their com-
bined talents, loyalty and dedi-
cation both to and from their 
cherished staff. 

Marlene was an unrepentant 
perfectionist. Everything she 
did was done with attention to 

detail and care. Whether it was 
her home, family, friends, pets 
or business, she was certain to 
do her absolute best. She was 
the rarest of people, truly able 
to keep a confidence. Anything 
placed in her care remained in 
perfect condition permanently. 
Marlene needed to know that the 
people she loved felt treasured, 
happy and were well and beauti-
fully fed. She had a great ability 
to listen and draw people out. 

Due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, a private graveside ser-
vice was held at Pride of Lynn 
Cemetery in Lynn. In lieu of 
flowers, and if so inclined, 
please donate to a favored cause 
in memory of Marlene. 

Arrangements were han-
dled by Stanetsky-Hymanson 
Memorial Chapel, Salem. For 
more information or to register in 
the online guestbook, visit www.
stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Marlene Ostrer, 86, of Marble head

Medford library
from page 3
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ONGOING
KNITTING KNIGHTS AT THE 
JCCNS, Wednesdays, 7 p.m., in-person 
in the Women’s Health Club and on Zoom. 
4 Community Road, Marblehead. Visit 
www.jccns.org for link.

ISRAELI DANCE GROUP AT 
TEMPLE NER TAMID in Peabody. 
Tuesday nights at 8 p.m. No partner 
needed and all levels welcome, $2 
donation. For more information, email: 
algrnewman@aol.com. Temple Ner 
Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody.

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING at 
the JCCNS. Thursdays, 6 p.m., and 
Sundays, 8:30 a.m., 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead. Visit www.jccns.org for 
more information. 

THROUGH JAN. 22
“WITNESS” VIRTUAL 
THEATER EXPERIENCE, 
WHERE DO UNWANTED 
PEOPLE GO? 7:30 p.m. Presented 
by Arlekin Players Theatre. 
“Witness,” the latest project from 
Arlekin’s Zero Gravity (zero-G) 
Virtual Theater Lab, is a new 
documentary theater piece about 
Jewish immigration in the face of 
antisemitism. The piece is inspired 
by the journey of the MS St. Louis, 
which left Hamburg in 1939 with 
over 900 Jewish people on board 
and headed to Cuba only to be 
turned away, leaving the passengers 
stranded with nowhere to go and 
no escape. $25 adult; $15 student. 
Other dates through January 2022 
available. For more information and 
to order tickets, go to: https://www.
zerogravity.art.

THROUGH MARCH 5
SAMUEL BAK AND THE ART OF 
REMEMBRANCE EXHIBITION, 
Presented by Montserrat College of 
Art Gallery. A public reception will 
be held on Jan. 27,  5 – 7 p.m. This 
exhibition brings together over 30 
paintings and works on paper by 
the acclaimed artist and Holocaust 
survivor, from the 1990s to the 
present and explores the function 
of memory in the artist’s work. It is 
free and open to the public. More 
information and updates for the event 
on gallery website: https://www.
montserrat.edu/galleries. 23 Essex 
St., Beverly.

SUNDAY, JAN. 23
ME2/ ORCHESTRA: STIGMA-
FREE CONCERT, 3 p.m. Me2/ (“me, 
too”) is the world’s only classical 
music organization for musicians 
living with mental illness and the 
people who support them. Join 
music director and conductor Ronald 
Braunstein, who lives with bipolar 
disorder, as he leads an orchestra of 
nearly 100 Me2/ musicians in works 
by Yousufi, Grieg, Rossini, Berlioz, 
Elgar and Beethoven. This free, hour-
long event features both great music 
and testimonies from musicians 

living well with mental illness. 
Register at: https://www.bso.org/
events/me2-orchestra. Boston 
Symphony Hall, 301 Massachusetts 
Ave., Boston.

GENEALOGICAL SOURCES AT 
YAD VASHEM, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
Presented by Jewish Genealogical 
Society of Greater Boston. Serafima 
Velkovich, a Ph.D. candidate at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem,  
head of the Family Roots Research 
Section in the Reference and 
Information Department in the Yad 
Vashem Archives Division, will 
highlight new features and materials 
of the database, as well as offer tips 
on utilizing it to the fullest. $5 for 
non-members. Register at: https://
www.jgsgb.org/event/velkovich-yad-
vashem.

OPEN PLAYGROUND AT 
JCDS, 2 – 3 p.m. Presented by 
Boston Jewish Community Day 
School for a playground family 
mixer. Meet current and prospcetive 
families, and play on the JCDS 
playground and field. For children 
entering K – 2nd Grade. To RSVP or 
for more information, email karens@
jcdsboston.org or call 617-972-1733.  
57 Stanley Ave., Watertown.

WINTER HIKE WITH PJ 
LIBRARY & EPSTEIN HILLEL 
SCHOOL, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Presented by Lappin Foundation. 
Explore nature and all its wonders 
with a family-friendly outdoor hike! 
Designed for families with children 
under the age of 6, this hike will 
be less than 3 miles and end at the 
Breakheart playground by the main 
beach with hot chocolate. Dress 
warmly. Free and open to all.Meet 
at the Wakefield/Hemlock Road 
entrance to Breakheart Reservation , 
100 Hemlock Road, Wakefield.

TUESDAY, JAN. 25
PARLOR MEETING FOR 
PROSPECTIVE FAMILIES, 
8 – 9 p.m. Presented by Boston’s 
Jewish Community Day School. 
Prospective families are invited for 
a conversation with Shira Deener, 
Head of School, to explore how 
JCDS partners with families to raise 
creative and joyful learners who will 
have the skills to solve problems 
and navigate an increasingly diverse 
world. Registration, vaccination, 
and masks required. Location to be 
updated to Zoom as needed. RSVP 
by January 22 to Karen Siegel at 
karens@jcdsboston.org or call 617-
972-1733. 

TASTE OF ISRAEL 2022, 
through Feb. 1st. Presented by 
Jewish Arts Collaborative. Taste 
of Israel is Boston’s first and only 
Israeli Restaurant Week. Dine at a 
participating restaurant, learn the 
stories behind the dishes and order 
your own box of JArts-curated 
ingredients to make your own 
Israeli-inspired creations. Each 
of our participating restaurants 

created three to five special dishes 
using ingredients from our curated 
IsraeliBox. Support local restaurants 
and celebrate Israeli cuisine locally 
in Greater Boston. More information 
at: https://jartsboston.org/event/
taste-of-israel.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 26
JCCNS COMMUNITY 
CONVERSATION SERIES, 
7 p.m. A community event with 
Ben M. Freeman, in conversation 
with Dr. Rachel Fish. Ben Freeman 
is an internationally renowned 
educator and author of “Jewish 
Pride: Rebuilding a People.” Inspired 
by his experiences with LGBTQ+ 
pride, Freeman educates, inspires 
and empowers Jews to reject the 
shame of antisemitism and, in an age 
of increased anti-Zionism, reclaim 
pride in their Jewish identities. Dr. 
Rachel Fish is a scholar-warrior and 
co-founder of the new think-action 
tank Boundless. Visit www.jccns.org 
for details.

THURSDAY, JAN. 27
INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 
COMMEMORATION, 7:30 p.m. 
Presented by the Lappin Foundation. 
The community is invited to 
commemorate International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day on Zoom. This 
year’s commemoration is dedicated 
to the memory of the 1.5 million 
Jewish children murdered during the 
Holocaust. The featured speaker will be 
Michael Gruenbaum, survivor of Terezin 
and author of “Somewhere There is 
Still a Sun.” The guest Moderator will 
be Josh Kraft, President of Kraft Family 
Philanthropies. Visit LappinFoundation.
org to register for the Zoom link. For 
more information, contact Susan 
Feinstein at 978-740-4431 or email 
sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org.

FRIDAY, JAN. 28
FROM GERMANY TO 
AMERICA: A FAMILY’S 
LEGACY PRESERVED IN 
PORCELAIN, 7 p.m. Presented 
by Temple Sinai of Marblehead. 
The. Good. Dishes. From Germany 
to America: A Family’s Legacy 
Preserved in Porcelain. Community 
is invited to listen to Carole 
Skowronski speaking about her 
recent trip to Germany, after 
Kabbalat Shabbat Services. For the 
Zoom link contact the Temple Sinai 
office at 781-631-2763 or email to: 
susan.templesinai@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, JAN. 30
LEARNING FROM LESSONS 
OF HATE: OPPORTUNITY 
FOR HOLOCAUST/GENOCIDE 
EDUCATION IN OUR SCHOOLS 
NOW, 5 – 6 p.m. Presented by 
Hadassah Northeast. Community is 
invited to a free virtual educational 
program designed to heighten 
awareness about the need to 
advocate for robust Holocaust and 
genocide education in public schools. 
Featured guests will be Holocaust 
survivor and Jewish educator 
Henny Lewin who will share her 
personal story, and Hopkinton 
High School educator Steven 
Spiegel who will share his success 
engaging and educating students 
about the Holocaust. Register 
at: https://events.hadassah.org/
holocausteducation.  

Friday, January 21  4:26 p.m.

Friday January 28 4:35 p.m.
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1-го февраля Черный Водяной 
Тигр сменит Белого Металлического 
Быка.

Известно, что Тигр – сильнейший 
знак по китайскому гороскопу.

Тигр любит напористых, умных и 
целеустремленных людей.

Пусть эта фигурка Тигра, 
выполненная учеником 
Художественной Студии Галы 
Соркиной Максом Асипенко, 
принесет всем читателям Русской 
Хроники удачу, благополучия, а 
главное - здоровье!

Гала Соркина поздравляет всех 
своих учеников и их родителей с 
наступившим Новым Годом, а также 
надеется, что занятия возобновятся 
весной. О начале классов, звоните по 
тел 339-440-5383.

Александр Брагинский 
скончался 24 декабря, 2021 
года, после тяжелой борьбы с 
раком мозга. Только недавно 
он отпраздновал свой 84-й 
день рождения. Александр 
был похоронен на кладбище 
Pride of Lynn, а церемонию 
похорон провел рэбай Мейер 
из синагоги Temple Emanu El.

Память о Саше навсегда 
останется в сердцах его 
любящей жены Нелли, 
взрослых детей Эдуарда 
и Наташи, их супругов 
Инны и Бенуа, и четверых 
замечательных внуков и 
внучек.

До болезни, Саша прожил 
большую и счастливую жизнь. 
Он родился на Украине в 
1937, военное детство было не 
легкое. Но трудности воспитали 
его сильный характер, на- 
учили преданности, и задали 
позитивный настрой на всю 
оставшуюся жизнь.

Алесандр мог легко при-
выкать и адаптироваться к 
любым жизненным трудностям 
и изменениям. Когда семья 
эмигрировала в Америку в 1980 
году, он устроился на работу, 
состоялся профессионально, 
стал истинным патриотом 
страны, участвовал в об- 
щественной жизни общины, 
был членом JCC и Temple 
Emanuel, а также занялся бегом 
и спортивными снарядами.

Саша был энергичным, 
дружелюбным и умеющим 
понимать других. Люди к 
нему тянулись, и он всегда 
старался помочь, выслушать 
и подсказать правильное 
решение. Александр был 
талантливым инженером-
строителем и гордился своей 
работой, был участником 

проектов строительства 
многих современных известных 
зданий – новых отделений 
музеев в Салеме, Peabody 
Essex Museum и Бостонского 
Museum of Fine Arts, а также 
здания штаб-квартиры 
Mathworks и тд. Сейчас эти 
здания стоят как памятники 
инженерному таланту Алек-
сандра. Он вышел на пен- 
сию в 80 лет, и до последних 
дней поддерживал теплые 
отношения с сотрудниками, 
особенно гордился дружбой 
с молодым поколением – для 
многих он был наставником и 
всегда щедро делился своим 
профессиональным опытом.

Но больше всего Саша 
гордился своей любящей 
семьей, радовался успехам 
всех своих близких. Он обожал 
принимать гостей. И особенно 
приветствовал семейное 
застолье и barbecues. Саша 
с Неллей дружно и душевно 
прожили 58 лет.

Для всей семьи, он был 
как северная звезда. Навеки 
будет жить в сердцах близких 
и светить им как путеводная 
звезда.

Любовь Беленькая   
         (в память о муже Зиновии)
Татьяна Берестецкая и Владимир Левин
Галина Блюмкин
Алла Брикер и Иосиф и Эпштейн
Розалия и Леон Будиловские
Светлана и Евгений Бухины
Ольга и Марат Вайсман
Виталий Ватников
Ребекка Вилькер (в память о Никола Соболев)
Наталья и Павел Вулих
Ровена Виник
Елина Голдина
Виктория и Михаил Голдштейн
Людмила и Анатолий Горские
Мила и Леонард Градус
Анна и Владимир Десятник
Елизавета Додик (в память о Дональе Файн  
и Михаиле Голдман)
Клара и Григорий Капилевич
Женя и Игорь Кригман
Галина Кузнецова
Вера Левина и Павел Зеликман
Анна и Александр Литвак
Галина и Александр Лонштейн

Лилия Мильман  
        (в память о муже Михаиле Клайхман)
Тамара Михляева
Людмила  и Дмитрий Ной
Ида и Виталий Смилянские
Галина Сницаренко и Максим Штейнберг
Ципа Станик
Мира и Петр Столерман
Хава Фексон
Елена и Станислав Фельдман  
       (в память Мани Карнер)
Зимфира Финаревская
Светлана и Илья Фрейцис
София и Аврум Фрейцис
Галина и Вал Фридман
Людмила Цыганова
Иринa и Марк Чульские
Боб Шайвиц
Фаня Шпикман  
       (в память брата Иосифа Шпикана)
Галина и Арон Штейн
Мила и Юлий Янишевские
Массачусетская Ассоциация 
Русскоговорящих евреев  
Северного Берега Хавейрим
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СОТНИ ОБРАЗЦОВ 
МЕМОРИАЛЬНЫХ ПАМЯТНИКОВ

мы осуществаляем дизайн и непосредственное 
изготовление памятников 

в нашей мастерской без суб-подрядчиков

Обслуживаем Еврейскую Общину Северного Берега с 1890 года

In Memoriam

С наступающим Новым Годом Тигра!

1 ноября 2005 года 
Генеральная Ассамблея 
Организации Объединенных 
Наций приняла резолюцию 
№60/7, в которой по- 
становила: 27 января будет 
ежегодно отмечаться как 
Международный день памяти 
жертв Холокоста. Именно этот 
день был избран для почтения 
памяти жертв Холокоста 
потому, что 27 января 1945 года 
Советская армия освободила 
крупнейший нацистский лагерь 
смерти “Освенцим-Биркенау”. 
В решении ООН говорилось: 
“Катастрофа, в которой была 
уничтожена треть еврейского 
народа, навеки будет являться 
предостережением всем на- 
родам мира об опасности, 
исходящей от беспричинной 
ненависти, расизма и 
предвзятости”.

На обсуждении в ООН 
представители многих 
государств подчеркнули 
исключительность Ката-
строфы в истории и выделили 
тот факт, что она привела к 
обсуждению новых понятий, 
таких как: “убийство народа”, 
“преступления против 
человечества”.

B Освенциме погибло, по 
разным оценкам, от 1,5 до 4 
миллионов человек. Точное 
количество погибших в 
Освенциме так и не удалось 
установить, поскольку многие 
документы были уничтожены, 
а сами немцы не вели учет 
жертв, направляемых в газовые 
камеры сразу по прибытии. Как 
свидетельствуют документы 
Нюрнбергского трибунала, 
погибло 2,8 миллиона человек, 
90% из которых были евреи. 

Согласно последним оценкам 
историков катастрофы, общее 
число погибших в Освенциме 
составило около 1,5 миллиона 
человек, из них 85% евреев 
(1,275 миллиона).

В решении также было 
отмечено, что ООН призывает 
все страны мира разрабатывать 
планы учебных занятий на 
тему “Уроки Катастрофы”, 
чтобы повлиять на будущие 
поколения и, тем самым, 
предотвратить подобные 
преступления в будущем. Также 
было постановлено, что ООН 
отвергает любую попытку 
отрицания Холокоста и осуж-
дает всяческие проявления 
религиозной нетерпимости, ра- 
сизма и насилия по отношению 
к любым этническим и рели-
гиозным группам.

27 января 
Международный День Памяти  

Жертв Холокоста

Jewish Journal и редактор “Русской Хроники” выражают глубокую благодарность читателям, 
которые своими денежными пожертвованиями поддерживают выпуск этой рубрики. В это 
нелегкое время это особенно важно и приятно. Благодаря Вашей финансовой помощи, “Русская 
Хроника” продолжает свое существование.  

Мы приводим имена читателей, которые помогли “Русскуй Хронике” в 2021 году. Если Ваше имя 
пропущено или написано неправильно, пожалуйста напишите на адрес: yulia@jewishjournal.org, с 
уточнением, когда Вы сделали дотацию, и Ваше имя будет опубликовано в следующем номере. 

СПАСИБО!
In this week’s issue of the 

Journal’s Russian Chronicle, 
we report about International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day.

We also include an In 
Memoriam column about a 
well-known member of the 

Russian-speaking community 
who passed away last month.

In addition, we’ve included 
a ‘Thank You’ list of Russian-
speaking donors who sup-
ported the Russian Chronicle 
in 2021.

English Summary
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BOSTON — As the Omicron 
variant continues to wreak 
havoc on all organizations – par-
ticularly those servicing vulner-
able populations and children 
– COVID rapid testing for staff 
and educators has emerged as 
a critical resource to help keep 
programs running and staff 
and community members feel-
ing safe. The testing, however, 
can be costly and challenging to 
access. 

To address that need, 
Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
of Greater Boston, one of the 
largest nonprofit organiza-
tions in New England, recently 
began distributing more than 
$300,000 in COVID Relief Grants 
to Boston-based social service 
organizations, senior care orga-
nizations, and schools. The 
grants are broken down as fol-
lows:

• $60,000 for social service 
organizations

• $30,000 for senior care orga-
nizations

• $232,500 for schools (reli-
gious schools, day schools, and 
preschools)

“Our partner organiza-

tions continue to navigate the 
enormous implications of 
COVID-19 and the surge of the 
Omicron variant was yet anoth-
er curve ball,“ said Kimberlee 
Schumacher, vice president of 
Partnerships & Services at CJP. 
“Last week, we heard they need-
ed immediate access to large 
quantities of COVID-19 rapid 
tests and supplies such as high-
quality masks and air purifi-
ers to continue safely provid-
ing important services for our 
community. Within a week, we 
distributed COVID grants to 
cover testing, personal protec-
tive equipment, and health and 
safety supplies for educators 
and staff at organizations work-
ing with students and at-risk cli-
ents. In addition, as part of our 
new group purchasing initia-
tive, we directed our partners to 
companies that have tests and 

other necessary PPE in stock 
and at discounted prices to help 
alleviate the burden on each 
organization.”

I’m so grateful for CJP’s part-
nership,” said Tamar Davis, CEO 
of Gateways: Access to Jewish 
Education, a Newton-based 
agency that works with children 
with disabilities. “We needed 
rapid tests, air purifiers, and 
masks to ensure the safety of 
our students, teen volunteers, 
and staff who gather in-person 
weekly, and tests for our thera-
pists who serve area day schools 
in person. The support came at 
the right time.”

Funding for the grants was 
provided by CJP and CJP’s 
Coronavirus Emergency Fund, 
which launched in March 2020 
to help people and organiza-
tions weather the impact of the 
pandemic. 

CJP provides COVID test funding for local organizations

DEDHAM — The Rashi 
School, the Boston area’s Reform 
Jewish K-8 independent school, 
recently announced two new 
initiatives that will support the 
distribution of more than $2 
million in financial aid annually. 
These creative grants, funded by 
local Rashi philanthropists, will 
help area students and families 
become part of the welcoming 
and inclusive Rashi community. 
The Rashi School offers one of 
the most generous financial aid 
programs in the country. 

Ilyssa Greene Frey, Rashi’s 
director of admissions, explained 
the significance of these grants.

“Our goal is to make a Rashi 
education even more affordable 
and accessible by creating incen-
tives at specific entry points,” 
said Frey. “Families sometimes 
assume they aren’t the right fit 
for financial aid or that their 
household income is too high to 
qualify. In reality, many families 
may be eligible for assistance 
through these new grants, our 
Traditional Financial Aid pro-
cess or our Clergy Incentive pro-
gram.”

These two new grants award 
reduced tuition to qualify-
ing families. Realize Rashi, 
created specifically for new 
Kindergarten, Grade 1 and 
Grade 2 students, is a three-year 
grant for new families applying 
a child(ren) to Kindergarten, 
Grade 1, or Grade 2 for the 
2022-23 school year who do not 
receive traditional financial aid 
or other incentives. Per student, 
this grant provides $10,000 for 
year one, $8,000 for year two, and 
$6,000 for year three, applied to 
tuition. The Realize Rashi grant 
is available to 18 students from 

families who are brand new to 
The Rashi School.

The Jewish Communal 
Professional Grant provides an 
annual $6,000 per student to a 
family where one or both par-
ents are full-time, 12-month 
employee(s) of a 501(c)(3) 
organization that supports the 
Jewish community. Eligible par-
ents must complete a short form 
accompanied by a letter from 
their employer verifying their 
current status of employment.

Rashi offers a traditional 
need-based financial aid pro-
gram through School and 
Student Services (SSS), a third-
party service. Families awarded 
Traditional Financial Aid may 
receive up to 50 percent in 
additional aid  for After School, 
transportation, Middle School 
trip fees, and certain other inci-
dentals. 

Both the application for 
admission and the various 
financial aid applications for 
2022-2023 are open now; more 

information can be found at 
https://www.rashi.org/tuition-
financial-aid/. For questions 
and assistance, please con-
tact Rashi’s Admissions Office 
at admissions@rashi.org. The 
deadline for financial aid appli-
cations is January 31, 2022.

Frey noted the significance of 
a well-rounded Jewish curricu-
lum in this day and age. “With 
our integrated Jewish and secu-
lar academic program, social-
emotional learning, and Jewish 
values-based environment, 
a Rashi education is the most 
important investment parents 
can make in their child’s future,” 
she said. “The kindergarten to 
8th grade years are when chil-
dren develop the foundational 
preparation, critical thinking 
skills, and relationship with 
Judaism that will determine 
their success not only in their 
next schools but as adults and 
members of society.” Added Frey, 
“Choosing Rashi now means a 
lifetime of benefits.”

Rashi School offers two new tuition incentives 

The Rashi School kindergarten class reads the Torah.

The Jewish Journal will print your news at no charge: 
birth announcements, engagements, weddings, job pro-
motions, and other simchas. Submissions are subject to 

editing for style and length. Send your news to  
rosenberg@jewishjournal.org, subject “People.”

 

Donate online, at 
www.jewishjournal.org, 

or mail your gift to The Jewish Journal, 
P.O. Box 2089, 

Salem, MA 01970
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Fax: (978) 740-9121
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PICK UP

Call us at
978-745-1700 
to place an order.

NOW OPEN FOR 
INDOOR DINING
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Anti-Defamation League sta-
tistics on antisemitic incidents 
(2,024 reports of assault, harass-
ment, and vandalism in 2020). 
Then, as a matter of course, call 
Rabbi Jeffrey Myers of Tree of 
Life, three blocks from where 
I sit and type, for a quote (this 
time he was just coming back 
from a prayer vigil marking 
Havdalah, with an upper-case 
H). 

These episodes are all the 
same, even though they are all 
different. 

This one puts at the cen-
ter of the event an unforget-
table young man named Charlie 
Cytron-Walker who – one of the 
Reform Jewish Youth Movement 
members he recruited into the 
chapter in Lansing, Mich., told 
me as the 11-hour hostage sit-
uation was playing out – was 
almost a pied piper of the city’s 
teeny youth group long before 
he went to rabbinical school. 
This one involves a gifted, sen-
sitive rabbinical student whose 
instructor in his senior seminar 
on practical rabbinics told me 
of the young seminarian’s life-
long commitment to diversity 
and outreach inspired his fel-
low students at Hebrew Union 
College in Cincinnati. This one 
captured – this time the word is 
employed quite literally – while 
serving as a rabbi in a Texas 
suburb who one of his friends, 
Rabbi Daniel Fellman of Temple 
Sinai in Pittsburgh, described as 
“an absolute mensch of a guy.”

It was remarkable that so 
many people who know Rabbi 
Cytron-Walker intuitively 

reached for that word that 
night. 

A mensch of a guy in a mess of 
danger. A mensch of a guy who 
opened the door to Malik Faisal 
Akram because he thought the 
man who later would hold him 
hostage was seeking shelter.

A man with a sense of joy 
(more than 24 hours in a dance 
marathon) and a sense of justice 
(working as assistant director 
of the Amherst Survival Center, 
which housed a food pantry, 
free store, and soup kitchen 
in Western Massachusetts), 
caught in a joyless crisis that 
defied all decent definitions of 
justice.

Now, days later, we know far 
more about what unfolded only 
miles from where the Islamist 
extremist Aafia Siddiqui, 
whose release the hostage-
taker sought, was held in Fort 
Worth’s  Federal Medical Center 
prison for women with physical 
and mental-health issues after 
being sentenced to an 86-year 
term for attempting to kill U.S. 
soldiers in Afghanistan in 2008. 

But last Saturday morning, 
afternoon, and evening – for 
the 11-hour hostage ordeal, and 
beyond – we knew little. 

But we – all of us – knew 
enough that Rabbi Lisa 
Grushcow of Montreal’s Temple 
Emanu-El-Beth Sholom under-
stood that her January semi-
sabbatical had been shattered. 
Tafasta meruba lo tafasta, she 
had written her congregants 
(“If you try to grasp hold of too 
much, you hold onto nothing at 
all”), but she came to the phone 

on an evening when 1,000 rab-
bis were conducting an online 
vigil to tell me, “This is a viola-
tion on so many levels, at a time 
when all we want as humans is 
to be connected and safe.”

That was the irony – the 
almost-tragic irony – at the 
heart of this incident. 

Like so many congrega-
tions, Congregation Beth Israel 
makes Shabbat services avail-
able online. Rabbi Charlie, as 
he is known in his community, 
was in the sanctuary with three 
others, but the congregants-
turned-witnesses were at home, 
on sofas, in easy chairs. The 
beginning of the episode played 
out online because the congre-
gation was offering safety to 
its members, even as its leader 
unwittingly was putting himself 
(and three others) in danger.

The details of what happened 

inside the synagogue dribbled 
out in the days that followed. 
What happened outside the 
synagogue was played out in 
public, and if there is solace, if 
there is consolation, then it was 
there for all to see.

The leader of the Muslim 
community expressed support 
for the hostages. Community 
leaders did, too. Michael Miller, 
the local chief of police, said he 
“activated” his Christian prayer 
circle. This was a Jewish congre-
gation, to be sure, but it was a 
national tragedy. 

“The emotional and safety 
challenges impact every cler-
gyperson, every house of wor-
ship, and every faith commu-
nity around our country,” said 
Rabbi Kenneth Kanter, who, as 
director of the rabbinical school 
at Hebrew Union College in 
Cincinnati, was one of Rabbi 
Cytron-Walker’s teachers.

Suddenly, in a nation riven 
by division, there was for one 
brief shining moment, a sense 
of shared sentiment, of unity. 
Rabbi Cytron-Walker issued a 
statement Sunday expressing his 
relief at being alive. “I am thank-
ful and filled with appreciation 
for all of the vigils and prayers 
and love and support.”

But the wounds of these kinds 

of episodes do not heal quickly, 
or ever.

“While everyone is physi-
cally safe, they are also for-
ever changed,” Rabbi Myers 
of Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life said 
in a statement provided to the 
Jewish Journal a day later. “My 
own community knows too well 
the pain, trauma, and lost sense 
of security that comes when vio-
lence forces its way in, especially 
into our sacred spaces.”

The FBI later identified the 
hostage-taker as British citizen 
Malik Faisal Akram, 44, who 
arrived at JFK airport in New 
York about two two weeks before 
and took his mission to Texas.  

During the crisis, the man 
who caused it had one revelation. 
“I’m going to die. Don’t cry about 
me,” the man could be heard 
saying on the phone before the 
stream on Congregation Beth 
Israel’s Facebook page ended.

Outside the 16-year-old 
building with a 160-seat sanctu-
ary and a creed of L’Dor V’Dor 
(from generation to genera-
tion), Americans of many faiths 
were crying – crying in fright, 
crying for understanding, cry-
ing out in disbelief about an 
ordeal unfolding in a house of 
belief, an episode that lost its 
power to stir disbelief. For what-
ever else is said about it, the 
hostage crisis in Texas was all 
too believable.

David M. Shribman is 
executive editor emeritus of the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and 
scholar-in-residence at Carnegie 
Mellon University.

Rabbi Charlie Cytron-Walker

THE HOSTAGE CRISIS AT TEXAS TEMPLE WAS ALL TOO BELIEVABLE
from page 1

The wounds of these 
kinds of episodes do not 

heal quickly, or ever.
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