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Harvard Crimson slammed
for BDS endorsement
By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF

Anti-Israel posters put up by students during “Israel Apartheid Week” at Harvard.

I AM A CRIMSON EDITOR
AND I STAND WITH ISRAEL
By Natalie L. Khan
CAMBRIDGE — On April 29, I woke
up to a flurry of messages from students, alumni, and journalists regarding
a new piece published by The Crimson’s
Editorial Board declaring it was “proud to
finally lend our support
to both Palestinian liberation and [Boycott, Divestment, and
Sanctions]” and now would “call on
everyone to do the same.”
As both president of Harvard Hillel

Opinion

and associate news editor for The Crim
son, many of the questions I received
pertained to my dual affiliation with
these two organizations, now seemingly
at odds with one another.
I have worked for The Crimson since
freshman year, and it has been an integral part of my time at Harvard – some
nights I am there until 2 or 3 a.m. as an
executive, after four semesters of reporting.
But integral as The Crimson has been,
I am first and foremost a Jew; and in light
continued on page 20

CAMBRIDGE — On the surface,
the Harvard school newspaper editorial board’s recent endorsement of the
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions
movement, or BDS, is nonbinding since
the board doesn’t represent the university. Still, nearly two weeks after the
Crimson editorial board called for a
boycott of Israel, some Harvard Jewish
students and academics are perplexed
by the board’s decision and say that it
overlooked key facts about the movement. To date, BDS has not endorsed a
two-state Palestinian solution and does
not advocate for coexistence with Israel.
The backing of the controversial boycott movement – which has been championed by the likes of academics such as
Cornel West – a Harvard grad and former
professor – and pop stars like Roger
Waters of Pink Floyd – was published
April 29, the day after Yom HaShoah:
Holocaust Remembrance Day. It was
approved by the 87-member Crimson
editorial board – made up entirely of
undergraduates who won’t earn diplomas until at least 2023 – at a time when

the campus was festooned with antiIsrael posters put up by students during
“Israel Apartheid Week.” One of the posters was in black and white, and featured
cattle cars entering a camp marked by
an Israeli flag.
The 1,000 word editorial, “In Support
of Boycott, Divest, Sanctions and a Free
Palestine,” cites the Harvard College
Palestine Solidarity Committee as an
inspiration for the endorsement – the
same group that erected panels on campus such as “Zionism is Racism” last
month. “Art is a potent form of resistance,
and we are humbled by our peer’s passion and skill,” the editorial states. While
the editorial denounces antisemitism, it
makes no mention of the antisemitism
ingrained in parts of Palestinian culture,
in the Hamas charter, and by Palestinian
Authority leaders, along with its media.
Instead, it posits that journalists face
retribution for reporting critical stories
about Israel and accuses the country
of strong-arming reporters. “Dare question Israel policies or endorse Palestinian
freedom and you will be shunned from
the newsroom” – a charge that, to date,
few working journalists have expressed.
continued on page 22

Case against suspect in rabbi’s stabbing moving slowly through court
JOURNAL STAFF

BOSTON — The legal case surrounding one of the most brutal antisemitic
attacks in recent Boston history is plodding along – slowly.
On May 5, Khaled Awad, who is
charged with the stabbing last summer
of a Hasidic rabbi outside a Brighton
Jewish day school, faced a judge in Suffolk
Superior Court, though he appeared virtually from the Nashua Street Jail where
he’s being held without bail.
Awad wore a mask, a blue prison uniform, and said nothing. The legal discussion was fairly inconsequential, centering around Awad’s electronic devices.
His attorney, Janice Bassil, asked Judge
Michael Doolin for access to Awad’s
computer, cellphone, and SIM card,
which were found in his backpack the
day of the alleged assault.
“It’s likely this will be a mental health
defense,” she told the judge, and she
needed to collect information about
Awad for a psychiatric evaluation.
Assistant District Attorney Ursula
Knight objected to Bassil getting the
actual devices. Judge Doolin agreed to
let an expert download the information
and deliver a “phone dump” to Awad’s
attorney. A new status hearing was set
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Khaled Awad is charged with stabbing Rabbi Shlomo Noginski last summer.

for June 9. Awad popped off the screen.
Such is the nature – and tedium –
of how this case is proceeding, motion
by motion, filing by filing, with progress slowed even further by the fact that
“COVID has thrown everything into
chaos,” Bassil said in an interview.
She said she is able to see Awad, who

is vaccinated, and “I think he is more
stable than he has been in a long time.
Other than that, I can’t really say [how
he is.]”
A tentative trial date has been set for
December, but Bassil said that is likely
to change.
It’s been more than 10 months since
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the bloody attack on Rabbi Shlomo
Noginski – a Hasidic rabbi and father
of 12 children – in Brighton. What happened on July 1 made headlines around
the world.
As Noginski described it in a gripping video interview with the Journal, he
was standing next to the Shaloh House
school where children were attending
summer camp in the early afternoon of
July 1 when a man suddenly confronted
him at gunpoint and gestured for him to
get into the rabbi’s own car.
When he refused, the two began to
fight, and Awad allegedly stabbed the
rabbi eight times. Awad, 24, was arrested
on the scene after allegedly pulling the
gun on police officers. Noginski was hospitalized with wounds to his arms, ribs,
and chest.
Proescuters have filed hate crime and
civil rights charges against the Egyptian
national who was born in Saudi Arabia.
Until a few months before the alleged
attack, Award had attended college in
Florida, where he reportedly was known
to spout antisemitic rhetoric.
“We believe this violent attack was
rooted in antisemitism,” said Rachael
Rollins, who was Suffolk County district
attorney at the time. Awad has been
indicted on nine charges, including
continued on page 20
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Doctors say most recent COVID surge is less deadly

He even mentioned some encouraging news: “We’re
continuing to see Omicron, by and large, less virulent,
certainly, than Delta or Beta. The disease is milder than
what we’ve seen in the initial waves. Some of this is partly
compounded by much of the population having some
immunity to COVID through past exposure or vaccination.”
One decision weighing on many is whether or not to
get a second booster shot.
“It really needs to be based, at this point, on how
much at risk you are,” Gergen Barnett said. “A lot of people are having this conversation with their doctors, their
loved ones. It’s available for anybody older than 50 who
has not had another booster for one month or greater. It’s
available for anybody with chronic medical conditions,
at high risk of getting very sick.”
Kuritzkes noted that while second boosters have
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BOSTON – With COVID-19 cases once again cause
for concern in Massachusetts, Jewish doctors in the
Greater Boston area are searching to understand why.
Dr. Katherine Gergen Barnett, the vice chair of
primary care innovation and transformation in the
Department of Family Medicine at Boston Medical
Center, is worried about a new Omicron subvariant
called BA.2.12.1.
“We think it may be part of the reason we’re seeing
a rise in cases yet again,” Gergen Barnett said, citing a
statewide positivity rate of between 5 and 6 percent –
“certainly climbing in the wrong direction” – as well as
3,000 positive cases reported in Massachusetts on May 4.
Among the 34,567 confirmed cases reported over the
most recent two-week period tracked by the state, the
most – 7,237 – were among those ages 20 to 29. There
were 78 deaths reported during that same period, with
the most – 46 – among those 80 or older.
“It could be it is as good as it gets for the virus,”
Dr. Daniel Kuritzkes, chief of the Infectious Diseases
Division at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, said of the
Omicron subvariant. “That’s why it’s not being replaced
by another variant. Instead, it’s just fine-tuning its ability
to be transmitted or to replicate without making major
changes to the virus.”
Dr. Shira Doron, the hospital epidemiologist and
antimicrobial steward at Tufts Medical Center, cited data
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on
the BA.1, BA.2, and BA.2.12.1 subvariants.
“Each one of the three is more contagious than the
last,” she said.
Among the Omicron subvariants, BA.1 is down to
under 2 percent of COVID cases in the United States,
BA.2 represents 62 percent, and BA.2.12.1 is up to 36.5
percent. In New England, BA.2 represents 70 percent of
cases, with BA.2.12.1 at 28 percent.
Looking at the curve in Boston, Doron noted, COVID
“plummeted at the end of the Omicron wave. It started
rising again, started to replace BA.1 with BA.2. It started
coming down recently, then plateaued, maybe even
going back up. I think it’s BA.2.12.1.”
Kuritzkes noted that the BA.4 Omicron subvariant in
South Africa is reportedly 25 percent more infectious
than BA.2, but added that it is too early to tell how important this may turn out to be.

been approved for certain populations, whether that
translates into a recommendation is a harder question
to answer.
He said this is “partly because the CDC has really not
issued any clear guidelines. When the first booster was
approved, they were very emphatic – everybody who
had been vaccinated should get boosted. This time, the
[second] booster is available, they said, these are the
people who should consider it – there was no recommendation.”
Doron said she has been experiencing a spectrum of
responses from people.
“Some of them have said ‘It’s safe, it’s available, I’ll
get it, as much as I can get, as soon as I can get it,’” she
said. “Others are saying, ‘I don’t see any evidence, my
specialist said not to get it.’ I should add, the data show
it decreases severe disease, hospitalization, death from a
very low number to a lower number. It does not protect
against infection more than a few weeks.”
“My personal view,” Kuritzkes said, “is that it’s clear
an additional booster offers some additional protection,
from a pretty low risk to an even lower risk. It’s not clear
to me that for most people, it’s either necessary or the
right time. I’m convinced an additional booster will be
needed at some point.”
Asked about whether another wave is on the horizon,
Kuritzkes said, “I do think it’s possible we could see more
significant spikes after [either] Memorial Day gatherings
or the Fourth of July.” He explained that although many
people will be outdoors, travel will “bring infection to
susceptible populations.”
“It is entirely possible,” Doron said of a new wave.
“We just never know what’s around the corner. If in the
summer, it would be due to a new variant. If in the fall, it
could even be whatever was circulating in the summer,
or it could be an effect of the colder weather.” She noted
that summer weather might make people gather indoors
less, but a new variant or subvariant of Omicron might
arise.
“One of the things COVID has taught us is, we need
to be incredibly humble in the face of the unknown,”
Gergen Barnett said, “use all the tools we’re using now to
vigorously take care of ourselves if we get sick. What we’re
seeing in New York is a gentle wave, an uplift, a large
increase in New York City. The question is, are we going
to follow suit in New England?”
Although patterns here are different, she said, “the
infection rate is going up. We need to be vigilant.”
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TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2022 @ 6:00 PM
Appetizers, hors d’ouevres, libations & dessert
Congregation Shirat Hayam
55 Atlantic Avenue, Swampscott, MA

HONORING OUR RABBINIC COMMUNITY
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Faith community gathers to learn how
to protect houses of worship
By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

On July 2, 2021, the day after
Rabbi Shlomo Noginski was
stabbed eight times outside
the Chabad Shaloh House day
school in Brighton, the Jewish
community held a rally in the
rain. One of the speakers was
then-Suffolk County District
Attorney Rachael Rollins.
According to Jeremy Yamin,
the head of the Communal
Safety Initiative at Combined
Jewish
Philanthropies
of
Greater Boston, Rollins pledged
to “Really do everything in her
power to prevent this kind of
situation.”
Now the U.S. attorney for
Boston, Rollins was a speaker
at a different event May 2 – a
summit for the interfaith community called “Contemporary
Issues in Securing Your House
of Worship,” sponsored by CJP.
“Unfortunately,
there
have been all sorts of events
– Colleyville in January, Rabbi
Noginski was stabbed last July
in Boston,” said Yamin. “There
have been a number of arsons
and other incidents affecting
the Jewish community.”
The attendees at the summit held in Canton numbered
around 200 and included representatives of the FBI, the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives, and the Canton
Police Department.
“Definitely, there were most
of the Jewish institutions we
have been working with for
several years,” Yamin said.
“There were a lot of familiar
faces there,” including “a number of different faith communities represented … reverends,
ministers, some rabbis, a cantor – a good turnout of different
faiths.”
One resource publicized by
the conference was the grants
that are available from the federal and state government. Last
year, grants given to 57 Jewish

Jeremy Yamin, the head of the
Communal Safety Initiative.

institutions totaled $3.3 million.
CJP grants, meanwhile, provided $700,000 to Jewish organizations last year to upgrade their
physical security.
“A number of people from
churches came up to us and
said they learned about federal grants they hadn’t heard of
before,” Yamin said.
In addition to physical security, the conference also stressed
procedural security.
This means “the importance
of training people, making sure
people are engaged, educated,
really empowered to make good
decisions,” Yamin said. “I’ve
seen misses over time. We have
to continue to work to try and
overcome those … Not all faith
communities have longstanding
relationships with law enforcement. Law enforcement can be
very cautious, sometimes, in
how to reach or interact with
different faith communities.”
Asked about the tensions that
have arisen over the issue of law
enforcement in recent years,
Yamin replied, “Sometimes you
want to be a little bit subtle.
We have worked with institutions that do not want to have
a heavy law enforcement presence outside, they’ve found it
to be off-putting for some of

the congregants. Others prefer
a plainclothes policeman or a
security contractor. Others don’t
want to have security at all. It’s
important there should be institutional discussion on what it is
they want.”
Another complexity in the
security sphere has to do with
Orthodox Jews who are prohibited from using technology on
Shabbat. Some workarounds
have been found, such as panic
buttons.
“In an event of emergency,
a rabbi could hit the button to
protect and save a life,” Yamin
said.
Yamin emphasized the
importance of planning.
“A lot of it is about preparation,” he said. “If you don’t prepare, plan, and educate people,
when you have a crisis or an
incident, it could be much worse
than it otherwise would be.”
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Franklin fans target Sharon team
with antisemitic, racist and
homophobic slurs
By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF

Franklin police and school
officials are investigating an
incident that occurred during a
baseball game in Franklin last
week, when fans taunted the
Sharon High School baseball
team with antisemitic, racist and
homophobic language and slurs.
In a letter to the school community, Franklin High School
Principal Joshua Hanna condemned the group’s heckling of
the Sharon team. “We denounce
such behavior and are outraged.
Our hearts go out to the Sharon
community,” said Hanna.“There
is no place for such behavior
in our schools and at school
events.”
According to Hanna, he
was notified by Sharon High
School of the incident on May
5, after the game ended. He said
that student fans were standing along the fence in left field
area – where the heckling took
place. “The report from Sharon
explained that coaches and

players on the Franklin baseball
team were not part of the incident,” said Hanna, who asked
the public for help to identify the
hecklers.
In a statement by the Franklin
Police on Facebook, the department confirmed it had begun an
investigation into the incident
but does not consider it a criminal act.
In a statement, ADL New
England Regional Director
Robert Trestan said he is working
with Franklin to determine what
happened. “It is especially concerning that the taunts allegedly
came from fans, possibly including adults,” he said. “Everyone
should be able to watch or play
sports without fear of being targeted because of their identity. This behavior falls far short
of the role models that students
need and expect. We remain
concerned with the increasing
number of hate incidents connected to school athletics which
is a sign of the toxic culture in
too many locker rooms, fields
and arenas.
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Book talk focuses on Kissinger’s
legacy in the Middle East
By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

When Egypt and Syria
launched a surprise attack on
Israel during Yom Kippur in
1973, newly appointed Secretary
of State Henry Kissinger applied
an unconventional approach
to defusing tensions. He drew
upon lessons from a previous
historical moment: negotiations
between the United Kingdom
and Austria following the
Napoleonic Wars from 1803 to
1815. This approach proved surprisingly successful, according
to a new book: “Master of the
Game: Henry Kissinger and the
Art of Middle East Diplomacy,”
by former US ambassador to
Israel Martin Indyk.
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Former US ambassador to Israel
Martin Indyk.

“Here, he took this model
of how to promote order and
applied it, diplomatic step by
diplomatic step,” Indyk noted
in a book talk sponsored by
WorldBoston, a nonprofit that
fosters global engagement, May
5 as part of its “Chat & Chowder”
series.
It was not an approach
aimed at ending the ArabIsraeli conflict once and for all
with a dramatic peace treaty,
but rather a more incremental
effort characterized by interim
agreements, buffer zones, and
security arrangements.
“The incremental approach –
conservative, cautious, focused,
order before peace – that was
the hallmark of Kissinger’s
approach to resolve the ArabIsraeli conflict,” Indyk said.
And it worked, in contrast
to the failed Israeli-Palestinian
peace plans that the author was
part of during the Clinton and
Obama administrations. (In
addition to serving as ambassador to Israel twice under
Clinton, Indyk was special
envoy for the Israeli-Palestinian
negotiations under Obama.) He
cited the collapse of the Camp
David Summit in 2000 that was
followed by the Second Intifada,
and the failure of talks in 2014
led by former secretary of state
John Kerry that Indyk said represent the last such negotiations
with the Palestinians.
“It’s easy enough to blame
both sides,” Indyk said. “I
came to the conclusion, after
that [2014] effort, that there
was something fundamentally wrong with the way we
approached it – not just Obama,
but [Donald] Trump after him,
and Bill Clinton and George W.
Bush before him. It was why
I decided to go back to where
it all began – Henry Kissinger
– trying to understand, from a
deep dive into history, how and
how not to make peace in the
Middle East.”
Indyk interviewed Kissinger
– who is approaching his 99th
birthday on May 27 – extensively and drew upon declassified
conversations and negotiations
from Kissinger’s eight years in
government, first as national
security adviser under Richard
Nixon, then as secretary of state
under Nixon and his successor, Gerald Ford. Indyk also
examined Kissinger’s longtime
interest in the Napoleonic Wars
and two statesmen who negotiated to end them – Klemens
von Metternich of Austria and
Lord Castlereagh of the UK. This
was the subject of his PhD thesis at Harvard University, which
Kissinger expanded into his
first book, “A World Restored:
Metternich, Castlereagh and
the Problems of Peace, 181222,” published in 1957. Indyk
said that Kissinger, influenced

by this era, viewed an overzealous pursuit of peace as a policy
as bad as war.
Another influential factor
was Kissinger’s background as a
German-Jewish teenage refugee
from Nazism who lost family in
the Holocaust.
“He was conscious of the way
appeasement led to the Second
World War,” Indyk said, “and the
efforts in Versailles after the First
World War later laid the foundation for the [Second World War]
… Kissinger’s approach focused
not on pursuing peace, but on
establishing order.”
During the Q&A, several attendees grilled Indyk
about controversial aspects of
Kissinger’s life. One brought
up an allegation relating to his
role as a presidential campaign
adviser to Nixon in 1968, during
negotiations for a peace agreement in Vietnam; Kissinger was
accused of sabotaging peace
talks to help Nixon get elected. Another cited an allegation
that Kissinger had betrayed the
Kurds after convincing them to
rebel against Iran in 1979.
The same individual who
raised the Vietnam question
also asked Indyk about a quote
attributed to him about the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict: “In
the 21st century, the world will
not keep tolerating the Israeli
occupation. The Israeli occupation threatens Israel’s status in
the world.”
“I doubt the accuracy of the
quote,” Indyk replied. “What I
believe is that Israel needs to
find a way to end its occupation of the West Bank, not just
for the sake of peace with the
Palestinians, but more for the
sake of its own future as a Jewish
democratic state.”
The Mideast consumed
Kissinger’s four years as secretary of state from 1973 to 1977.
During that span, he devoted
more time to the region than
any other area of American foreign policy, according to Indyk.
The American news media
noticed, with Kissinger making the cover of Time magazine
four times in 1974 and getting
a memorable cover shot on
Newsweek with a depiction of
him as Superman.
By the end of his time in
that position, there were tangible achievements – Israel
signed two agreements with
Egypt, and one with Syria – even
if he declined to deal directly
with the Palestinians, considering them a non-state. After he
left office, however, his accomplishments were overshadowed
by the Carter Administration’s
Camp David Accords between
Israel and Egypt in 1978.
Yet Indyk argues that
Kissinger’s achievements also
deserve recognition: “It effectively took Egypt out of the conflict with Israel, legitimized the
Israeli-Syrian deal, and laid the
foundation for the American
Middle East peace process. In
the process, he was able to stabilize a very volatile region and
essentially end state-to-state
conflict between Israel and its
Arab neighbors and at the same
time, solidify an agreement
between Israel and Syria that
has essentially kept the peace
on the Golan Heights the last 40
years or so.”
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Ukrainian mathematicians donate
Einstein portrait to Brandeis

Nataliya Proskura and Vladislav Shapiro

By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

When
husband-and-wife
mathematicians
Vladislav
Shapiro and Nataliya Proskura
wanted to commission and
donate a portrait to Brandeis
University, they swiftly decided
on its subject: Albert Einstein.
“Einstein was not only known
as a physicist, but also as a civil
rights advocate,” Shapiro said
in a joint Zoom interview with
Proskura. “He tried to bring
people together, fight for peace,
fight injustice. It’s what he did in
his life.”
In the mid-1940s, Einstein’s
legacy was recognized by the
founders of a new college in
Waltham, who described it as
nonsectarian but created under
Jewish auspices. The founders
successfully recruited the Jewish
Einstein to reach a national
audience and gain the endorsement of the most respected academic figure in the world.
On April 29, Shapiro and
Proskura were on hand for the
dedication of the portrait in
the university physics department. The Bedford residents
have multiple Brandeis connections. Shapiro got his master’s

degree at Brandeis, the couple’s
older son, Bernard Shapiro, is
an alumnus, and their younger
son, Michael Nikolas Proskura,
is currently a sophomore studying math.
The family has connections to
Ukraine. Shapiro and Proskura
are both from Kyiv – as is the
artist who created the portrait,
Tetyana Kolechko. She is still
working there during the current war with her husband and
fellow artist, Serhiy Kolechko,
who aided her in creating the
portrait.
Last year, when the couple
was discussing the portrait project, several motivations came to
mind.
“One of the things we’d like
to do is raise awareness that
Ukraine is not only a country of
fighters,” Shapiro said, but also
“painters, scientists, musicians,
artists, dreamers, people with
high achievement not known by
the rest of the world. Our goal is
to display these achievements,
so [the] world can appreciate
them.”
Another desire was helping
the West better understand the
Ukrainian-Jewish relationship,
which according to Shapiro
has been characterized by mis-

information.
“Jews and Ukrainians have
lived together for hundreds and
hundreds of years,” he said.
“Ukraine, way before Russia
even existed, gave [a] place for
Jewish families to settle, so both
cultures are very interwoven
into each other.”
Shapiro is Jewish, while
Proskura identifies as both
Jewish and Ukrainian Orthodox
Christian.
“I am a very classic representation of some Ukrainians
– my father is Ukrainian and
my mother is Jewish,” Proskura
said.
During
the
Holocaust,
her mother, Olena Proskura,
was among the Jewish children whose lives were saved
by Ukrainian cleric Andrey
Sheptytsky, the Metropolitan
Archbishop of the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church. He
sheltered them in the homes of
Ukrainian non-Jews – in Olena’s
case, with a Christian woman
named Irina Romanovskaya and
her family. Later in life, Olena
became a psychologist and
wrote a book about the woman
who sheltered her.
Last year, Shapiro and
Proskura
contacted
the
Kolechkos with a request to do
a portrait of Einstein. The artists agreed. They did research by
reading a biography of Einstein
and watching a YouTube documentary about him.
The portrait was created
using enamel over a copper
plate, baked in an oven, with
different colors being added
through successive layers – eight
in total. It took several months
to complete.

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT
LIMITED TO:
Develop and maintain relationships and communicate
with current and prospective members, leadership, clergy,
and community leaders.
Execute functions to include weekly email communications,
maintain accurate records, prepare mailings, organize
volunteers, collaborate with financial officer, and assist
with accounting related functions.
Oversee building set up and maintenance.
SKILLS REQUIRED:
Excellent interpersonal, verbal, and written communications.
Proficient in Microsoft Office, willingness to quickly learn
QuickBooks, Constant Contact, and other applications.
Knowledge of, or willingness to learn, basic Jewish rituals
and customs.
Self-starter who can work independently.
BENEFITS:
Competitive wages, flexible hours, partial remote hours,
paid time off.
Email cover letter and resume to: jobs@bethisraelmv.org

Gloucester, MA
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978-282-0014
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FAMILY FIDUCIARY
SERVICES, INC.
Investment Management
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n

David L. Grey,
President

Call for a free consultation
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Happy Israel Independence Day

S

eventy-four years ago, this month, David
Ben-Gurion proclaimed Israel’s independence. Immediately following the declaration, surrounding Arab countries attacked Israel
and despite being outnumbered, Israel was
successful in its defense. Other wars followed in
1956, 1967 and 1973 – which led, eventually, to
peace treaties with Egypt, Jordan and other Arab
countries.
In the Middle East, where dictators and
autocrats rule and place limits on freedom of
speech, the press, and opposing political views,
Israel stands out as the sole democracy. While it
has held negotiations and signed various peace
agreements with the Palestinians over the last
30 years, it still faces a tall task in reaching a
comprehensive peace – which many have called
an intractable conflict. Major obstacles stand
in the way, such as the bifurcated Palestinian
leadership: Hamas, a militant theocracy committed to destroying Israel, rules Gaza and has
held several wars with Israel in recent decades;
the Palestinian Authority oversees the West Bank
– thus, creating two ruling factions that are archenemies. Until the Palestinians unite under one
form of leadership, it is likely that the status quo
will continue.
Israel is hardly perfect. It has the same issues

that America and other Western countries have
– much of the country’s wealth is controlled
by a small percentage of the population; modest apartments fetch over $1 million in Tel Aviv
and Jerusalem, making it almost impossible for
young adults to purchase property. About 25
percent of the country live below the poverty
level, lacking essentials like housing, education,
healthcare and food.
Even with all of its economic, social and military obstacles, Israelis love the country. In this
year’s World Happiness Report, Israel ranked
ninth as the world’s happiest country. Maybe it’s
because there’s still a sense of unity and community in this tiny nation where everyone seems to
know each other’s business. And, despite worldwide antisemitism that demonizes Israel, there is
a beating heart in the country that welcomes and
protects Jews and almost 2 million Palestinian
citizens of the country – along with asylum seekers such as Ukrainians.
For much of the last 2,000 years, Jews sought
a homeland where they would could live without
fear of persecution and violence. Israel provides
a sense of place and security. Israel’s creation
and achievements are remarkable given the
country’s short history. Let us salute Israel on its
74th Anniversary. Am Yisrael Chai.

LETTERS
Thank you for your donations to ‘Ukraine Urgent’ project
I want to thank the community for your support for
the Ukraine Urgent: Adult
Incontinence Project. The overwhelming response at the collection sites and online brought
hundreds of donations to this
drive. Action for Post-Soviet
Jewry volunteers from our
community Tanya and Boris
Barshevsky, Marina Reznikov,
and Zeya Krasko packed and
boxed the donations received.
They were transported to a
warehouse facility in Newton
for final preparation of paper-

work before being shipped to
Ukraine.
Action for Post-Soviet Jewry
(APSJ) has partnered with
Combined Jewish Philanthropies
(CJP) in its humanitarian effort
to reach Jews in need. It was
incorporated in 1975 and is the
only CJP program directed to
Ukraine from the Boston area.
Since the war broke out in
Ukraine this grass roots organization has become the distribution center for donations
of medical supplies, children’s
activity kits and other essential

needs. The volunteer on the
ground has called APSJ again
to report the desperate need
in Kiev and Kharkiv for adult
incontinence products. APSJ has
enabled the Adult Incontinence
Project to provide a humanitarian effort for the frail, elderly
and injured who remain. As a
community we have made a
difference. Together we have
responded to the task before us
and will continue to do so.
Deanna Cooper
North Shore Coordinator
APSJ

Crimson’s history with Nazis documented in ‘The Third Reich
in the Ivory Tower’
It is not surprising that the
Harvard Crimson is supporting
Omar Barghouti’s antisemitic
BDS movement. (“In Support
of Boycott, Divest, Sanction
and a Free Palestine,” Harvard
Crimson, April 29). The Harvard
Crimson has a long and sordid history of supporting fascism, Nazism and antisemitism
that was documented in great
detail in Professor Stephen H.
Norwood’s “The Third Reich in
the Ivory Tower.”
A few low lights of the Harvard
Crimson’s love of Nazism as
described by Professor Norwood
should suffice:
In 1934, The Harvard Crimson
extended a warm welcome to
Ernst (Putsi) Hanfstaengl, a Nazi
leader and close friend of Hitler.
The Harvard Crimson editorialized that Harvard should

bestow an honorary degree on
Hanfstaengl with “the marks of
honor appropriate to his high
position in the government of
a friendly country.” Meanwhile
two years before, in 1933
Hanfstaengl told American diplomat James G. McDonald that
“the Jews must be crushed.”
In 1935 the Harvard Crimson
declared that the placement
of a swastika wreath at a university chapel is an example of
“Harvard’s breadth of mind.”
Concerning the 1936 Olympics
the Harvard Crimson declared
that “intelligent men with firsthand information believe that
the Nazi Government has fulfilled (its)pledges” not to discriminate against Jewish athletes. In 1940 the Harvard
Crimson opposed Lend Lease
which helped the British fight

the Nazis.
So it is no surprise that the
Harvard Crimson embraces
Barghouti’s BDS movement. As
early as 2005 Barghouti declared
that the sole purpose of BDS
is the euthanasia of Israel. A
student of history Barghouti
knows full well that the Nazi
T4 Euthanasia Program was the
foundation of the Final Solution
of the Jews.
Just as The Harvard Crimson
supported Nazi leaders and Nazi
policies for many years beginning in 1933 which included
boycotting Jews and worse, it is
deja view all over again for The
Harvard Crimson to support
Barghouti’s faux Nazi euthanistic goal for Israel and its Jewish
population.
Richard Sherman
Margate, Florida

Keeping Holocaust victims and survivors’ names alive
Right now we do remember
them, because some survivors
are alive to “tell” their stories.
Let’s begin a new movement:
encouraging childbearing and
adopting persons to name children after Holocaust victims or
survivors. Family or not. Their
stories are available, so honor
any whose lives touch your
heart.

Our son, Ari Michael, carries a distant cousin’s name,
“Menachum.” A non-Jewish
soldier in WWI was saved by
Menachum in the barracks.
Years later in WWII, from his
farm, he spotted Menachum and
his wife Esther in a work camp
and secretly offered Menachum
refuge if they fled! They did, and
Menachum’s name and mem-

ory “live on” with Ari Michael,
and hopefully will be continued
for many generations. We knew
Menachum and Esther. They
were a sweet, loving, childless,
couple who gave out silver dollars to all the family children.
Their memory is a blessing.
Claire Helfman
Waterville Valley, N.H.
and Marblehead

Am Yisrael Chai:
The people of Israel
must live
By Alex Bernat
HarvardIndependent.com

T

he Saturday morning after Passover began, I woke up to photos, sent to me by other students, of an art display targeting
Israel newly erected in Harvard Yard near Canaday Dorm.
Created by the Harvard College Palestine Solidarity Committee
(PSC), it featured a black-and-white rail of
cattle cars, bearing the names of Israeli and
American companies, above a fenced-off area
resembling a concentration camp. The display
also included paintings of the entirety of Israel, “from the river to
the sea” as some activists opine, in the colors of the Palestinian
Authority’s flag. One panel described Zionism as “racism settler
colonialism white supremacy apartheid.”
As a Jew, I was alarmed: at stake is my people’s very right to our
ancestral homeland, which, according to history, religious tradition, and scientific evidence, was first inhabited by Israelites over
three millennia ago.
Friday, April 29th, the day after Yom HaShoah, Holocaust
Remembrance Day, was far worse. The Crimson published the
editorial, “In Support of Boycott, Divest, Sanction and a Free
Palestine,” which misrepresented and targeted Jews and Israelis, by
standing “broadly and proudly” for the Boycott, Divest, Sanctions
(BDS) movement. Signed by the entire Editorial Board, the piece
was promptly condemned by the Anti-Defamation League (ADL)
as “disturbing,” only serving to “isolate and intimidate the Jewish
community” and “spread misinformation.” The ADL asserted that
the editorial “shows no understanding of the region’s past or present,” urging Crimson editors to “ask why they deem it necessary
to expressly single out the State of Israel” and imploring them to
“[promote] engagement and dialogue … for a future of self-determination, security and peace for both Israelis and Palestinians.”
The editorial lacks any backing for its abrasive claims, conveniently choosing to elide the tangible evidence that dates Jewish
artifacts in the region back thousands of years. Both the rhetoric
in the editorial and on the wall is “delegitimizing” towards Israel,
to use the Crimson’s own language. To endorse a movement whose
founder calls for no State of Israel in the Jewish homeland and to
paint over the entirety of Israel in colors of the Palestinian flag is
to tacitly oppose the Jewish right to a state and Jewish self-determination.
The Crimson classified both its writing and the PSC display as
efforts toward “civil discourse and debate,” not “straw-manning
legitimate arguments and obfuscating difficult … discussions.” But
the editorial succeeds in only the latter. It claims that civilly speaking out against Israel will result in ousting by traditional media, but
puts forth a view of civil discourse that is, at best, obscenely broad.
The piece even faults the Associated Press for firing a reporter
who referred to a Jewish philanthropist with whom she had political differences as a “naked mole rat” and supported a student at
Stanford who threatened to “physically fight Zionists on campus.”

Opinion

continued on page 7
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It also links to an account of CNN’s firing
of Marc Lamont Hill, an academic who,
in a speech before the UN, called for a
“free Palestine from the river to the sea.”
The Anti-Defamation League reads such
phrasing as a dog-whistle term, often
used by U.S.- and UK-designated terror
group Hamas, to call for the destruction
of Israel. Hill was further condemned
by his employer, Temple University,
for statements expressing “anti-Semitism and anti-Semitic violence.” The
Crimson’s examples are far from encouraging “civil discourse and debate”: They
are politically and religiously charged
attacks.
Further, the Crimson attempts to portray their views on the Israeli-Arab conflict as solely a movement to “empower
the vulnerable and oppressed,” a product of an “overwhelming power imbalance.” To reduce a politically complicated conflict to oppressor and oppressed
neglects Hamas’ intentional targeting of
Israeli civilians, Jewish and Arab alike.
It fails to account for the anti-Semitism that runs rampant in schools controlled by Palestinian Authority and the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA), where textbooks portray Jews
as big-nosed canards pulling the strings
of world finance and politics and contain political cartoons of Israeli prime
ministers in Nazi uniforms with Stars of
David in place of swastikas.
There is no clear cut victim or victimizer. Hamas is using recent clashes at
the Al-Aqsa Mosque to promote violence and terrorism. The Hamas militants storing rockets in schools and
hospitals in Gaza, to be launched at
densely populated areas in Tel Aviv, are
not intrinsically victims. The Israelis
murdered earlier this month by a suspected Arab attacker, just trying to enjoy
a night out at a bar are not inherently
victimizers by virtue of their religion or
nationality. The Israeli Defense Forces,
in such an attempt to not victimize innocent people, drops warning pamphlets
and makes phone calls to civilians in
the area before striking military targets
which Hamas often chooses to locate
near civilians. Palestinian terror groups
once kidnapped and murdered three
Jewish teenagers in the West Bank, with
the goal of “sparking a new Palestinian
uprising.” The requirement to respond
to violence, like these examples, does
not and should not excuse any immoral
action by an IDF soldier. Actions like
abusing a detainee or harassing children
are atrocious. However, these actions are
not supported by the IDF, almost always
resulting in prosecution for the soldiers
who perpetrate them. Simply, Israel and
its soldiers should not be held to any
higher or lower standards than other
nations, especially when Israeli prosecutors are ultra-sensitive to potential
abuses by soldiers and move quickly to
exact charges. The double standard that
exists concerning the IDF is precisely
why it is IDF policy to repeatedly warn
civilians potentially in harm’s way to
evacuate. Lastly, settlements may very
well be an obstacle to peace. Yet, when
Israel vacated settlements and allowed
for an autonomous government to be
elected in Gaza in 2005, the region was
left with a terror group in power who was
not only unwilling to negotiate, but far
more actively hostile with less regard for
its citizens than even Fatah.
Reducing the situation to victims and
victimizers allows the Crimson to claim
they cannot “nuance away Palestinian’s
violent reality,” but they similarly cannot boycott and divest away the Israelis,
children included, who grow up with less
than three minutes to run to the nearest bomb shelters before rockets land.
Neither can they dismiss the Palestinian
Authority’s reward payments to the families of murderers who kill Israelis, innocent or not, given with funding received
from the international community.

This mural, erected by The Harvard College Palestine Solidarity Committee on the
Harvard campus, depicts cattle cars leading to a concentration camp. It also endorses
the Palestinian ‘Right of Return’ demand, which would allow millions of Palestinians to
move into modern-day Israel.

In a 2020 editorial entitled “A Place endorsing BDS, whose founders, like
for Discussing BDS on Campus,” the Omar Barghouti expressly oppose Israel’s
Crimson Editorial Board had dismissed right to exist in the historic Jewish homethe BDS movement as not delving into land, but support the right of another
the nuance of the region’s geopolitics. The group, is not anti-Semitism. To single
more recent piece shifts the Crimson’s out Israel for economic, academic, techeditorial focus from calls for nuance nological and cultural boycott is to single
and understanding to misrepresenting out the Jewish people. The International
facts and encouraging aggression and Holocaust Remembrance Alliance
marginalization. This editorial speaks (IHRA), in its Working Definition of Antiof the Palestinian “cry for freedom.” It Semitism, characterizes calls to sanction
would behoove the Editorial Board to Israel and not other countries with atroconsider the lack of free elections in cious human rights track records, as well
Gaza and the Palestinian Authority, as as attempts to conflate the Holocaust
well as PLO/PA leadership’s continual and Israel’s defense, as anti-Semitism.
denial of statehood. Beginning in 1947, The U.S. government is one of thirty-one
Arabs in the region were offered their countries that adopted this definition.
own state in a peace
The editorial also
deal no less than four
fails to recognize how
times, in addition to
BDS hurts the over
Israel’s withdrawal
two million nonfrom Gaza in 2005
Jewish Israeli citiThe Crimson’s examples
with the objective of
zens, many of whom
are far from encouraging
beginning to create
walk the streets of Tel
“civil discourse and debate”: Aviv and Jerusalem
separate states. Each
offer was accepted
with little worry.
They are politically and
by Israel, and turned
Undermining claims
religiously charged
down by the PLO/
of apartheid, an Arab
attacks.
PA. Their rejection
party exists in the
of peace, freedom,
governing coalition
and statehood was
of the Knesset, Israel’s
further underscored
parliament.
Over
by the Arab League’s
two-thirds of Israeli
Khartoum Resolution calling for “no Arabs support the inclusion of Arab parpeace with Israel, no recognition of ties in the governing coalition, with over
Israel, no negotiations with it.” Of course, half saying conditions are improving
the Crimson fails to mention that this and about two-thirds holding optimism
“cry for freedom” could have been mol- for conditions to improve in the future.
lified a number of times, yet each time These statistics reflect a democracy,
Palestinian and Arab leadership denied where minority groups have a say in govthe offer. The Crimson Editorial Board ernance and are hopeful about making
should address these “well-established, things better. Meanwhile, Hamas’ charter
if rarely stated, facts” before it continues calls for “killing the Jews” and claims Jews
to endorse a movement that denies Jews are pulling the strings of politics in an
the opportunity for peace.
anti-Semitic canard, having caused every
Omar Barghouti, one of the found- major world war and revolution.
ers of BDS, described it as categoriThese facts are not to dismiss the
cally opposed to a Jewish state in its dismal humanitarian situation in those
current location. Barghouti has rejected areas. Rather than holding strictly to
the archeological evidence linking mod- the stubborn refusal to negotiate or to
ern day Jewish communities to Ancient make peace with Israel as expressed in
Israel. He even said in his recorded the Khartoum Resolution, Palestinian
speech for an Israel Apartheid Week leaders could quickly ease many of the
event at another university, “I clearly human rights issues in their territories
do not buy into the two-state solution,” by choosing to work with Israelis rather
further writing in an opinion piece that than encouraging attacking the Jewish
he favors a single state where “Jews will state. Fatah, the party that controls the
be a minority” in our cultural and reli- West Bank, and Hamas, care little for
gious home. The Crimson claims that their people’s suffering, choosing to
art displays depicting Holocaust-style reject much needed aid as a political
imagery, with Israelis in place of the statement about Arab countries signing
Nazis, and panels equating Zionism, peace deals with Israel. There has not
the Jewish desire for our homeland, to been a free and fair election in the West
white supremacy and colonialism, are Bank since 2006. Abbas, Fatah’s head,
not anti-Semitic.
is in the seventeenth year of a fourYet this editorial provides a platform year term and nearly eighty percent of
for anti-Semitism to flourish. One is left Palestinians want him to resign. Nearly
wondering why the Crimson thinks that two-thirds of West Bank and Gaza resi-

dents favor Palestinian-Israeli cooperation to improve living conditions.
The complexities of the Palestinian
Authority’s attitudes towards mixing
politics and human rights reflect that
both BDS and the PSC’s display dangerously simplifies a highly complex
situation. This reduction neglects Jews
and Israelis of all faiths who coexist
peacefully amongst the broader international community and the continuation
of very popular PA-Israeli humanitarian confidence-building projects. I stand
strongly against anti-Semitism hidden in
the denial of Jewish self-determination.
For the Crimson Editorial Board to not
objectively evaluate the claims of the
BDS movement speaks to a prioritization of agenda over fact, bias over journalistic integrity.
Zionism runs far deeper than politics.
It is the yearning for a long oppressed
and displaced group to once again live
in their home and have some measure
of safety. When Jews step foot on Israeli
soil, they carry the memories of the generations before themselves who wished
for “next year in Jerusalem” at their seders, knowing it would never occur in their
lifetimes. My grandfather, as the young
child of immigrants fleeing persecution
in eastern Europe, watched on television
as a flag with the Magen David, the Star
of David, flew over our people’s land.
Until then, it had not had a Jewish leader
in two millennia. Only after the Jewish
people were nearly destroyed in death
factories that resembled the Holocaust
imagery on the wall, only after their
nascent country was invaded by multiple neighbors, did the modern State of
Israel ascend from the ashes and hope
of more than sixty generations of exiled
Jews prohibited to return home.
“Our hope is not yet lost, it is two
thousand years old, to be a free people in our land, the land of Zion and
Jerusalem,” says Hatikvah, the Israeli
national anthem. For nearly two thousand years, there was no Ben Gurion
Airport, no way to return to our homeland. We were displaced, excluded
from the Western Wall, the holiest site
in Judaism. From the time the Romans
began to force Jews out from Judea until
the mid twentieth century, my ancestors
could not stand in Jerusalem and visit
our holy sites. Thanks to the sacrifices of
those who fervently believed we have a
right to restore our own state, I can book
a ticket on El Al Airlines today and walk
through the history of my religion and
people.
Israeli citizens are constantly reasserting their right to exist in the face
of terror attacks and hostile neighboring countries. Rockets aimed at civilians
which sailed over Tel Aviv last summer
and were shot down by the Iron Dome
send the same message that courageous
partisans and ghetto rebellions sent to
those who wished Israeli extermination
in the past: through centuries of attack,
Am Yisrael Chai, the people of Israel, live.
Through Greek rule, Roman rule,
Diaspora, Inquisition, Pogrom, Ghetto,
cattle car, and gas chamber, Judaism
lives on. There are accounts of European
Jews being marched to gas chambers
or before firing squads who found the
courage to sing V’chol Ma’aminim, a
high holiday prayer expressing faith,
which, roughly translated, asserts that
“We all believe” in God as our shield and
redeemer. The Israeli flag flying over the
Jewish historical homeland represents
two thousand years of hope for a safe
aliyah, ascendant return, to Israel. It
represents an outpost of democracy in
the Middle East and a state that Jews,
Arabs, Christians, Druze, Baha’is and
many others feel proud to call home.
Alex Bernat is a freshman at Harvard,
and a member of the student board
at Chabad at Harvard. This article
originally appeared in the Harvard
Independent.
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My river of tears
flows back to Ukraine
By Myrna Fearer
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Another yahrzeit, another
death, another memory.
April 28 was the yahrzeit of
my beloved Uncle Jake Finkle,
also known as JF Williams. This
amazing man was the former
editor of the Lynn Telegram
News and one of the earliest
presidents of the JCC when it
was on Market Street in Lynn.
The Shoe
City is where
First
his
father
and
uncle
Person
had
come
after leaving
Ukraine – then part of Russia –
for a better life for their family.
My Bubbe Pearl stayed behind
with her two young boys, Jake
and Arthur, until her husband,
my zaydee, said it was time for
her to join him in America. How
brave my grandmother was. She
spoke only Yiddish and Russian
yet she traversed a continent,
sleeping in haylofts with her little boys and navigating the trip
successfully.
Courageous? She certainly
was. I sometimes think about
Pearl’s journey and hope that I
inherited more than a fraction
of her strength.
My father also was part of
the emigration of Jews from
Ukraine. My grandfather, Rev.
Freidel Liftman, a mohel,
traveled with his wife, Annie,
and several of their children –
including my dad, Max. There
were eight children, although I
have heard that two others had
died in Russia.

I think of all the
devastation, the deaths
of so many and their
potential that will never
be realized. I become
one with all those
heartbroken Ukrainians
who only want to
preserve their country
and save its people.
At the time of their arrival,
Dad’s parents, hoping Max
would be able to work at a
younger age, added two years to
his birth date. The family needed his income, no matter how
little it was. The earlier birth
date also got him drafted into
World War I when he was still
a very young man. Corporal
Liftman served as a medic on
the battlefield in France.
Uncle Jake, and his siblings,
later included my mother, Rose,
and my uncle Irving – who were
both born in Lynn and proud of
it. Uncle Jake, especially, loved
its people. He loved his friends
and he loved everything about
the city. His was a receptive
voice and he was a writer of
truth and justice. Uncle Jake was
someone who truly cared.
All yahrzeits of loved ones

Uncle Jake

are painful, no matter how
many years it’s been since they
passed. This year has been particularly challenging. I was saying Kaddish in the chapel of
the Kaplan Estates in Peabody.
Why there? It was because of
an accident. I fell and fractured
two bones in my pelvis. It meant
several weeks at the Brudnick
Center for rehab and five weeks
at Kaplan Estates for respite
care.
I didn’t really need to have
anything more to cry about since
I’ve been sobbing for months.
It began when Putin started
attacking Ukraine and its people. And I still wake up thinking
and hoping that today there will
be an end to the slaughter of the
innocents: babies and young
children, pregnant women,
men and women trying to save
their families and their neighbors. And yes, I even cry for the
poor family pets left to die in
cages because another country
wouldn’t let them in.
I think of all the devastation, the deaths of so many and
their potential that will never be
realized. I become one with all
those heartbroken Ukrainians
who only want to preserve their
country and save its people.
So many deaths, so many
shattered dreams, so much
potential gone!
The night before my uncle’s
yahrzeit, I was also part of the
ZOOM audience commemorating Yom HaShoah, the annual
event held in honor and remembrance of victims and survivors
of the Holocaust. This year’s virtual ceremony on April 27 was
especially poignant and painful
for me. The flood of tears that
had started before the program
became a deluge and my heart
beat so loudly I wasn’t sure I
was going to survive this year’s
ceremony.
As I watched and listened,
the tears kept coming. I, like so
many others, have been virtually torn apart. I’ve been every
child, every parent, every person destroyed by Putin and his
Russian army.
And I think, but for the grace
of God and my grandparents,
who chose to leave their homeland and make their way across
a continent with a dream to
guide them, I, too, might be one
of the devastated Ukrainians.
And my tears never stop.
Myrna Fearer writes from
Danvers. She can be reached at
msfearer@gmail.com.
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With Torah, and dance, Jesse Swartz celebrates his bar mitzvah
By Julie M. Cohen
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

G

ood things come to those
who wait, according to an
old saying, and that certainly was the case for the Swartz
family of Swampscott.
Last spring, with COVID levels
running high in the state, Allison
and Matthew Swartz made the
difficult choice to reschedule
their son Jesse’s bar mitzvah from
May 15. Jesse, an eighth grader at
the Tower School in Marblehead,
understood his parents’ decision
and knew he would still have
a bar mitzvah. It also gave him
more time to study the Torah,
and prepare for his big day.
Allison and Matthew initially considered holding the bar
mitzvah virtually due to safety
concerns, rather than having an
indoor, in-person ceremony and
party. They also knew that as late
as August, the temple’s board
was unsure whether to allow festivities inside at all.
Ultimately, the temple gave
the family the go-ahead to move
forward. Allison said that luckily,
she was able to reschedule the
caterer, disc jockey, photographer and all other vendors after
it was clear that the party was
back on and attendees could
meet face-to-face, rather than
on a screen. “God was watching
over us,” said Matthew.
Jesse, who just turned 14 last
week, loves sports and being
with his friends. He also has
strong social skills and loves
his pets. Jesse has a great sense
of humor, is good natured and

Allison, Jesse and Matthew Swartz.

loves making people smile. His
favorite subject in school is
Math. Jesse is also a good athlete
and plays baseball on the North
Shore Freedom travel team and
for Swampscott’s Babe Ruth
program. He goes to Camp Tel
Noar in New Hampshire during

the summer, and he has a close
bond with his camp friends. He
loves being outside, laughing
with friends and playing video
games. In the summer, when he’s
not at camp, he enjoys going to
the beach and spending time at
the pool and playing basketball

Photo: Nathan Fontes-Fried

with the neighborhood kids.
The new bar mitzvah date –
Nov. 13, 2021 – turned out to be
an especially fortunate choice,
noted Matthew, since the omicron variant was detected in
Massachusetts in December.
“We just got lucky in that two-

week window,” he said.
The 150 guests included inand out-of-state family members and many of Jesse’s friends.
The family followed the temple’s
COVID protocols and the service was led by Jesse and Temple
Emanu-El’s Rabbi David Meyer.
When the party began, Jesse,
and his family and friends
enjoyed music, dancing, games,
and a photo booth and having air
brushed ski hats made. Donna
Kagan, of Elegant Touch, served
as the party planner, and the
reception hall took on the look of
a teen nightclub. The disc jockey Pure Energy Entertainment,
played the latest hiphop and rap
hits. Off the Vine catering served
hors d’oeuvres such as baby
lamb chops, mini tuna-tinis,
flat bread pizza, grilled cheese,
lemon grass chicken dumplings;
serving stations included hamburger sliders, chicken fingers,
and macaroni and cheese and
mini-shakes; shish kabab with
chicken and lamb; smoked
brisket and grilled mahi-mahi;
pasta, and a hot fudge sundae
bar for dessert.
“These kids really needed some socialization,” said
Allison. “It was so nice to see
that interaction.”
The evening started at 5:30
and ran until 11 p.m. – and even
then, people still wanted to stay
on the dance floor. Most of the
guests were from the Greater
Boston area, but some traveled
from Florida, Pennsylvania,
Michigan and New York –
including Allison’s parents,
continued on page 11

Beautiful and Meaningful
Bat Mitzvah Gifts
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Jesse Swartz celebrates
his bar mitzvah
from page 9

Photos: Nathan Fontes-Fried

Jesse Swartz read from the Torah at his bar mitzvah.

Carole and Mel Streisand, who
came from Long Island. Jesse’s
grandparents, Herman and
Judith Swartz, wished their
grandson “mazel tov.”

Learning important lessons
As part of a Havdalah service,
Jesse read Parshat Vayishlach,
his assigned Torah portion.
In his Dvar Torah, Jesse
explained to his guests that the
portion focused on twins Jacob
and Esau meeting for the first
time in many years after Jacob
tricked his older twin brother
Esau out of his birthright by
stealing his blessing from their
father.
“Jacob had an internal battle,
a wrestling match with himself
about [the] deceitful ways he
lived his life,” Jesse said, describing the Torah portion.
According to Jesse, the Jacob
and Esau story exemplified the
“importance of practicing and

applying proper values, such
as compassion and kindness,
in your life and the concept of
forgiveness, even when it seems
most challenging.”
Before thanking his loved
ones, Jesse said the Torah portion also taught him about growing from mistakes. “Learning
from your mistakes can help
you grow and is important in
being a better person each day.”
Now, more than five months
later, Jesse looked back on his
bar mitzvah and said the hard
work of studying was rewarding.
“The reward was worth the hard
work, and it was so much fun
to celebrate with my family and
friends.” he said.
Matthew and Allison were
moved by Jesse’s study and
prayers, and his commitment
toward Judaism.
“We were so proud” of Jesse’s
commitment, said Allison. “I
never realized how full my heart
could be.”

The Jacob and Esau story exemplified the importance
of practicing and applying proper values – such as
compassion and kindness in your life and the concept
of forgiveness, even when it seems most challenging.
– Jesse Swartz
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MITZVAH CELEBRATIONS

Allow our talented event planners assist you in designing
and seamlessly delivering all the details of your child’s
bar or bat mitzvah so you can proudly enjoy their
special rite of passage with your friends and family.

VISIT US ONLINE AT CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ
OR SPEAK TO AN EVENT PLANNER AT 781-273-1916
Jesse Swartz in the Temple Emanu-El sanctuary.

26 CAMBRIDGE STREET, BURLINGTON, MA 01803
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S
68 Wharf Street, Salem
978.745.8563 • www.timelesslifetreasures.com
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From casual to the most elegant…
Parties for all occasions

Donna Kagan’s

Elegant Touch

Event Planner
and
Designer

FOR A BAR/BAT MITZVAH
TO REMEMBER...
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!

Complimentary consultation by appointment
Visit our showroom offices in Marblehead and Martha’s Vineyard
781-631-6603 ✦ donna.eltouch@gmail.com

ince 1992, the Bayside has had the pleasure of hosting
countless numbers of weddings and family gatherings. We
pride ourselves on our customer service to make sure each
individual customer is extremely satisfied with their special event.
With our cathedral ceilings, alabaster chandeliers, soft room
colors and 26 large windows facing the beautiful Atlantic Ocean,
our location can’t be beat! Oh, and did I mention the Boston
skyline is our backdrop? Whether you host a day or evening event,
the ocean and skyline views are sure to impress all that attend.
We have an array of menus to satisfy any family gathering. We
accommodate groups from 75 up to 200 guests. We welcome you
to browse our website or come take a tour of our facility and see
what we can do for you.
With many thanks to our customers who have come repeatedly
to celebrate life’s big moments, we are grateful and look forward
to seeing you back real soon!
The Bayside of Nahant is located at One Range Road, Nahant.
Visit www.baysidefunctions.com or call 781-592-3080.

Boston Museum of Science

L

et’s set the scene: colorful lights, interactive exhibits, delicious
food, dancing the night away. The Blue Wing Exhibit Hall
awaits you. Looking for something with a view? We’ve got you
covered with our Skyline Room or Washburn Pavilion & Tent.
WOW your friends & family with an event they will never forget
at the Museum of Science! We’ve got event planning down to a
science.
Call 617-589-0191 or email bborghetti@mos.org for more
information.

Bruce Silverlieb,
The Party Specialist

F

or 40 years, the team at Bruce Silverlieb, The Party Specialist,
has been creating outstanding events for our hosts and
hostesses. It has been exciting to help them transform concepts
into reality. Excellence in menu planning, food preparation,
stunning presentation and unbeatable professional service are
our hallmarks. Our food is always delicious – old favorites and
cutting-edge new selections are all designed to make an event
exceptional. As a recent client wrote, “many guests told me it was
the best food they ever had at a wedding. Your attention to every
detail was noted. You and your staff were all a pleasure to work
with and you will receive our highest recommendation.” Our
reputation speaks for itself, but, better yet, speak with any of our
clients.
Visit www.thepartyspecialist.com or call 781-592-0988.

Café Escadrille

T

Unique Oceanside Venue
for Your Next Special Event!
One Range Road, Nahant | 781.592.3080
www.baysidefunctions.com

Elegant and Affordable Functions Since 1992

Enjoy our ocean front location with
sparkling views of Boston at night
• Bar/Bat Mitzvahs • Sweet 16s
• Proms • Weddings • Showers
• Birthdays • Anniversaries • Retirements
• Family & Class Reunions • Graduations

Many Packages & Menus available

Call to arrange your visit today.
Select 2022/2023 dates available for your wedding or event.
Like us on Facebook, the Bayside

rust Café Escadrille for a memorable mitzvah celebration! Our
talented event planners are ready to assist you in designing
and seamlessly delivering all the details of your child’s bar or bat
mitzvah so that you can proudly enjoy their special rite of passage
with your friends and family.
Café Escadrille offers an impeccable backdrop for events.
Reminiscent of a gracious country estate, we feature a magnificent
stone fireplace and sweeping staircase, beautiful outdoor gardens,
an intimate courtyard and, of course, the Grand Ballroom. With
multiple setting options within our grounds, bar and bat mitzvahs
of all sizes and styles can be accommodated.
As a fine dining destination (with an award-winning wine
cellar for the adults!), you can be assured your meal will be one to
remember when Café Escadrille hosts your celebration. Your event
planner will work with you to tailor the menu so that all your
guests will be happily accommodated. Additionally, we can create
a package with a custom-designed cake by our in-house pastry
chef, made to your specifications and using the finest ingredients.
Other available details include tuxedo and white glove service,
an extensive selection of floor-length linens, candelabra
centerpieces, and other fine points to make sure your child’s day
meets all your expectations.
Café Escadrille is located at 26 Cambridge Street, Burlington,
Exit 51A (old Exit 33A) off Rte. 128/I-95. Visit www.cafeescadrille.
com or call us at 781-273-1916 for more information on our bar
and bat mitzvah events.

Cherry Farm Creamery

C

herry Farm Creamery has been offering North Shore and
Greater Boston communities delicious homemade ice cream
and frozen treats for almost 50 years! Serving 35 homemade
flavors, soft serve, non-dairy sorbets, frozen yogurts, vegan flavors,
and ice cream cakes – there is something for everyone! Located at
210 Conant St. in Danvers, Cherry Farm is at the heart of the North
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Shore and close to the beaches and other main
attractions. It’s the perfect summertime treat …
All Year Round!
Cherry Farm can WOW your guests, friends,
& family with a custom ice cream sundae party
for any event. We’d love to help you put together
the perfect compliment for your Bar and Bat
Mitzvah celebration needs.
For more information or to start planning,
please visit us online at www.cherryfarmcreamery.com, or give us a call 978-774-0519. Let’s
celebrate together!

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

F

or over 40 years, Donna has helped families
and corporations create unique parties.
Growing up in the kosher catering business
gave her a bird’s-eye view of what people want.
She decided to use her knowledge and business
degree from Boston University to establish a
company she could operate out of her home.
At the time, her children were young and
this made perfect sense. Donna can furnish
caterers, photographers, bands, designer linens,
florists, props, themes and lighting. She can
orchestrate an entire event or just some pieces
of it, depending on her customers wishes and
budget. “My primary concern is always the
happiness of my client.”
Donna promises to make your event not
only memorable, but hassle-free.
Be they the mother of the bride or the CEO
of a major corporation, Donna makes them feel
like a guest at their own affair.
Creating an innovative theme for a client
is a special skill Donna brings to her work.
When people want something different, she
will work to create an entire environment for
them. “There is nothing I can’t do, don’t have
or can’t get. I guarantee my clients will be
amazed at how easy I can make their occasions
memorable. I seek perfection and I love what I
do.”
Experience the best with Donna Kagan, an
event planner who makes the greatest parties
… from casual to the most elegant.
Call 781-631-6603 or email donna.eltouch@
gmail.com.

Edible
Arrangements

W

e are a gourmet gift shop selling oneof-a-kind fresh fruit arrangements, fruit
bouquets and platters filled with treats like
chocolate-covered strawberries, dipped fruit,
cookies and irresistible desserts.
Perfect for your Bar Mitzvah celebration,
holiday events, corporate gifting, and any everyday occasion. Celebrate with Edible sweet treats
and gifts.
We are conveniently located in Beverly:
978-927-3120; Lynn: 781-593-1888; and
Peabody: 978-536-7010. Call or visit us
today.

Flowers By Darlene

F

lowers by Darlene continues to be the
premier floral designer on the North
Shore and beyond. For over 40 years we have
been creating lasting memories for weddings
and special events. Darlene and our team
of creative and talented designers will turn
your vision into a reality for your special
day. Darlene will guide you in the selection
of flowers and exquisite arrangements. Our
creativity, experience, and dedication to every
detail speaks for itself by our reviews on The
Knot website. Flowers by Darlene will skillfully
plan and seamlessly provide all the floral details
for your Bar Mitzvah, wedding, or any special
event so that you may enjoy your day. Contact
us today to make an appointment.
Call 978-745-6967 or visit www.
nsfruitbasket@gmail.com. Instagram @flowers_
bydarlene. Facebook @flwrs.bydarlene.

“Let my passion and experience
join your taste and style to create
the perfect reception .”
-Bruce

BRUCE D. SILVERLIEB
The Party Specialist
Why Us?

* 40
years
experience
than
33
years
of experience
* More
35 of
*We create the style you want
* Classic, Contemporary, Elegant or Casual
* More important... Ask any of our clients
www.thepartyspecialist.com

Tel 781-592-0988

Giblees

G

iblees has been providing the finest of
menswear and personalized service in
the New England area for more than 50 years.
From casual to formal, Giblees offers one of
the largest inventories and selections of men’s
designer clothing in all of New England. The
unique merchandise is chosen from around
the world and is not commonly found in a
typical men’s store. Giblees carries an extensive
selection of designer brands including Canali,
Giorgio Armani, Zanella, Peter Millar, etc. The
service is just as upscale as the clothing. All
the sales associates have extensive fashion
knowledge and have been trained to help
customers choose items that best meet their
style and budget requirements, and while there,
you may run into a sports personality as many
well known sports figures frequent the store
such as Gronk and other Patriots players.
Giblees is located at 85 Andover Street (Rte.
114), Danvers. Visit www.giblees.com.

Israel Book Shop

T

he Israel Book Shop has served the greater
Boston Jewish community for over 60
years. Our friendly and knowledgeable staff are
available to help with your Bar and Bat Mitzvah
celebration needs.
Whether choosing a yad, sizing up a new
tallit, engraving your name on a shiny kiddush
cup or just setting up your new Judaic library
the IBS is the place to go.
Israel Book Shop is located at 410 Harvard St.,
Brookline. Visit www.israelbookshop.com, email
info@israelbookshop.com, or call 617-566-7113
or 800-323-7723.

SU CHANG’S
•

FINE CHINESE CUISINE

“Remember
Su Chang’s for all
your special events”
We can accommodate 2 to 200
Come visit us and enjoy authentic Chinese food
cooked to order. Take-out is always available.
Temporarily closed on Mondays.
SUN, TUE-THURS 11:30am-10pm • FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Luncheon Specials: TUE-FRI (Hours may vary)
TEL 978-531-3366 • FAX 978-531-3060
373 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA • www.suchangspeabody.com

Joseph Gann Jewelers

L

ocated in Boston’s Downtown Crossing
for 85 years, Joseph Gann Jewelers is a full
service destination for all your fine jewelry
needs. Engagement rings and wedding bands
is their specialty. With the largest inventory

76

Together!

continued on page 14

Touch of Klass
552 Washington Street,
Canton
781 828 7847
www.touchofklass.net

Our boutique is your #1
source for all
your special
occasion wear.

Larger sizes
are our specialty.
Hours:

Mon – Sat
10am – 4pm

13

non dairy
certified
kosher mk

Fresh baked Pastries packed and ready to go

Let ZUCKER’S
HELP YOU PLAN
YOUR NEXT SIMCHA!

Choose from our delicious assortment of
Cheesecakes, tarts, pound cakes, rugalah and
cupcakes along with our cookies, cakes & pies.

We have ceremonial challahs
for any occasion.
YOU WILL ALWAYS COME BACK FOR MORE.
OPEN: Sun 9 - 1 • Mon 7 - 1 • Tues – Thurs 7 - 5 Fri 7 - 5

4 Lake St., Peabody | 978-535-5335 | zuckerfoods.com

r any event
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from page 13

Celebrate any day with Edible®
ate any day with Edible®
sweet treats and gifts.
reats and gifts.

Call or visit your local Edible® store today.
visit your local Edible® store today.

45 ENON ST. • BEVERLY

919 LYNNFIELD ST. • LYNN

637 LOWELL ST. • PEABODY

St ore Address & Number
781-593-1888
978-927-3120
978-536-7010
dress & Number
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Price and availability subject to change by location. ©2021 Edible IP, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
XXXXXXXXXXXX
Edible®,by
Edible
Arrangements®,
the All
Fruit
Basket
Logo are registered trademarks of Edible IP, LLC.
Price and availability subject to change
location.
©2021 Edibleand
IP, LLC.
Rights
Reserved.
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Edible®, Edible Arrangements®, and the Fruit Basket Logo are registered trademarks of Edible IP, LLC.
XXXXXXXXXXXX

of loose diamonds and gemstones, Gann’s will create the classic
timeless ring you have been looking for. If unique is your thing,
Gann custom creates that one of a kind piece. Their designers will
create for you a CAD design and show you that the possibilities
are endless. They use the finest materials: platinum, white gold,
yellow gold, even rose gold, and the diamonds in their settings are
of the highest quality.
Many of their designs are vintage-inspired, including diamond
halos, hand set micro-pavé and French cut diamond settings, as
well as hand engraved bands. In fact, they have one of the finest
selections of vintage jewelry being in business so long. From the
1920’s and 30’s through the 1970’s, Joseph Gann appreciates the
fine details and uniqueness in each piece.
In addition to jewelry, Gann’s has the largest selection of fine
tableware in the area. Whether you are looking to start a bridal
registry or give your kitchen that special update, you will find
hundreds of patterns on display for the right look for your home.
Joseph Gann Jewelers is located at 387 Washington St., 4th Floor,
Boston. Visit www.josephgann.com or call 617-426-4932.

BLACK TIE VIDEO/FILMS

has over 30 years experience
in the event industry!
Winner of the
“Jesse Swartz Bar Mitzvah
Video Award”

Customized Video
Production Services
for your Special Event
Photo Montages and
Same Day Edit Replays
our Specialty
blacktievideo@verizon.net
617-875-5659
www.blacktievideo.com

Kappy’s On Call

W

e invite you to take advantage of Kappy’s experience and
pricing for your wedding, corporate event, or private
functions. As a complete beverage planning service, Kappy’s On
Call makes small and large events more enjoyable for everyone.
Whether your next party is at home, a business location or
function facility, you’ll be glad you asked Kappy’s On Call to
provide the beverages!
Contact us at 781-395-8888 x3 or by email at oncall@kappys.
com to get started, or stop by one of our locations on the North
Shore (Danvers, Peabody, Malden) to speak with a team member.

The Prop Factory

T

he Prop Factory is an event design and production
company servicing Boston, the North Shore, Metro West
and surrounding areas. We specialize in decorating, corporate
events, bar mitzvahs, bat mitzvahs, wedding receptions, birthday
parties, company parties, anniversaries and sweet sixteen parties
… rentals themes, event furniture, centerpieces, props, lighting,
scenic backdrops, event drapery and LED Glow Products for any
event both large and small. So, whether it’s an Award Ceremony
at the TAJ, a Caribbean Beach Party in Cambridge or a Night Club
theme at the Ritz, The Prop Factory will give your event the WOW
factor.
We offer full or part installation services for any type of
exhibition, event or gathering. Other services include design
and concept, theme decor, event lighting, draping, event logos,
furniture rentals, place cards, sign-in boards, tent decorating,
wedding decor and window displays. The Prop Factory will
design, create, and customize your event with uniqueness beyond
expectation. The Prop Factory is committed to providing the best
possible service, value and experience to corporate, nonprofit and
social clients.
Visit www. thepropfactory.com or call 978-532-2323.’

Rhea Simon, vocalist & pianist

R

hea Simon has been entertaining at parties for many years.
She is an accomplished singer and has a BFA in Music
Theatre from Syracuse University.
Rhea started her professional career at 16, as a singer/dancer at
Opryland, USA in her hometown of Nashville. She now captivates
audiences all over the country, performing songs from the Great
American Songbook and Broadway stage.
Besides performing at parties, Rhea delights listeners at clubs
and venues such as The Club Cafe and Sculler’s in Boston and the
Colonial Inn in Concord.
Contact Rhea at 978-857-9989.

Salem Trolley

S

ince 1982, Salem Trolley has set the standard for sightseeing
tours and exceptional transportation North of Boston.
Whether you’re planning a personal ceremony or corporate
gathering, count on the Salem Trolley to transport your guests in
style, comfort, and grace.
We can and have provided quality transportation for every
event imaginable. For weddings, bar/bat mitzvahs, birthday
parties, parades, family reunions, proms and school events, let us
help make your event memorable, safe, and stress-free.
We have special pricing for school groups, including proms and
sporting events. We work with local schools for historical tours of
Salem along with transportation to sporting events. Our fleet of
Trolleys can accommodate 30-38 passengers.
The Salem Trolley has won the BONS (Best of North Shore)
Award several times. We work with Destination Salem, Salem
Chamber of Commerce, Marblehead Chamber of Commerce and
the North of Boston Convention and Visitors Bureau.
Salem Trolley is located at 8 Central St., Salem. Visit www.
SalemTrolley.com or call 978-744-5469.
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Selma’s Dress Shoppe

Simon & Sons

W

e have dressed thousands of boys for Bar
Mitzvahs, First Communions, weddings,
private schools, cruises and other special
occasions! Every boy will look his best in our
high quality suits, sport coats, pants, shirts,
ties, belts, socks and shoes.
Since 1905, Simon & Sons has been offering
quality men’s and boys’ clothing. For three
generations, we’ve maintained our focus on an
individualized client experience and superior
customer service. Simon & Sons has been
serving the greater Boston area for over 100
years and truly appreciates the loyalty and
trust of our customers.
Whatever the occasion, we will outfit your
young man with the latest in boys fashion. We
have amassed the largest collection of boys
clothing in New England, and our expert and
dedicated staff is available to help you with
your selections. Free basic tailoring is included
on boys garments sizes 8-20 (regular & husky)
with adjustments for growth for the same boy
for one year from purchase.
We are located at 679
Highland Ave., Needham, and
are open 7 days a week for your
shopping convenience. Call us
at 781-559-3212 or visit www.
simonandsons.com for more
information.

Su Chang’s
Fine Chinese
Cuisine

S

u Chang’s has been in
business for over 28 years.
Come to Su Chang’s for your
wedding celebrations. We do
showers, engagement parties,
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, rehearsal
dinners and even small
weddings.
We offer authentic Chinese
food. Specialties include
ginger scallion lobster, clams
with black bean sauce, and
shrimp with stuffed eggplant.
It is necessary to order our
superb rack of lamb one day in
advance. It is always good to
include our delicious noodles
and a green vegetable. Mother
always said it was important
to eat your green vegetables!
We are so fortunate to be in
business for so many years and
we attribute that to you – our
customers. We so appreciate
you!
Su Chang’s is located at 373
Lowell St., Peabody. Visit www.
suchangs-peabody.com or call
978-531-3366.

Anniversaries

•

Engagements & More!

T

imeless Life Treasures is your local spot for
the finest selection of all types of jewelry
and giftware. After 40 years in business, the
former RJ Coins & Jewelry changed ownership
just over a year ago. The current owner, Kathleen
Spagnolo, has rebranded the store to Timeless
Life Treasures by Kae Louise. Kathleen has been
in the jewelry business for many years, with
extensive experience in jewelry manufacturing.
She is always available to guide you in creating a
custom design suited to your exact taste.
Timeless Life Treasures also carries an eclectic
collection of giftware, including scrimshaw,
fashion jewelry, bath salts, artistically carved
gourds, and much more. We also carry a wide
selection of collector coins, as well as gold and
silver bullion.
In addition to the wide selection of items we
carry, Timeless Life Treasures also does all types
of jewelry and watch repairs, insurance and estate
appraisals, and custom jewelry design.
Of course, we also have a long history locally
as THE place to go for a watch battery
replacement.
Timeless Treasures is located at 68 Wharf
St. (Pickering Wharf), Salem. Please stop by to
say hello and have a look around our newly
remodeled store. We look forward to seeing you!
Visit our website at www.timelesslifetreasures.com
or call 978-745-8563.

•

elma’s Dress Shoppe was started by Selma
in 1948, and in 1973, her daughter Lauralee
was excited to continue her mother’s legacy.
At Selma’s you will find the finest collection
of extraordinary contemporary clothing
for today’s woman: from black tie special
occasions to daytime casual wear such as
sweaters, tops and pants. If Lauralee cannot
find what you want in the store, she will find
it on her shopping trips to the New York and
Chicago fashion markets. Clients receive
personalized service and the staff helps you
to create a new look and update your old
wardrobe.
Call Selma’s today at 781-289-3672
to schedule your appointment for our
complimentary service so … we can help
you find the new you … for daytime … for
nighttime … or for anytime.
Lauralee will help you with your new look!
You will love the clothes at Selma’s.
Selma’s is located at 590 Revere Beach Blvd.,
Revere. Call 781- 289-3672.

Night and Day We Are the One

Showers

S

Timeless Life
Treasures
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Celebrate
in Style!
For the finest collection of

Casual
� Daytime Wear

to Black Tie Party Wear
at Affordable Prices!

Selma’s

★
★

★

★★

★

★

★

★

★

Extraordinary, Contemporary Clothing
for Today’s Woman

590 Revere Beach Blvd.
590 Revere Beach Blvd.
Revere,
MA • 781.289.3672
Revere,
MA • 12-6,
781.289.3672
HOURS:
Mon.-Fri.
Saturday 10-5
FREE PARKING at wall facing ocean
Hours:
Appointment
Entrance By
at Rear
of House
Major
Credit at
Cards
Entrance
RearAccepted
of House

Weddings

•

The Place for…

Perfect Party
Wear!

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

Touch of Klass

BAR MITZVAH
HEADQUARTERS

ouch of Klass is a high-end boutique that has
been in business for 39 golden years.
The majority of our dresses are NOT ONLINE.
Our clothes are GLAMOUR, CLASSIC and by
no means NOT YOUR AVERAGE DESIGN.
Most of our garments come in many colors
and are tailored to your measurements.
Coming to Touch of Klass is like visiting a
boutique in New York.
Touch of Klass is located at 552 Washington St.,
Canton. Visit our website at www.touchofklass.net
or call us at 781-828-7847.

Boys Clothing For All Occasions!

T

MICHAEL KORS • TALLIA • HART SCHAFFNER MARX • ANDREW MARC
SIZES 8-22 REGULAR & HUSKY

continued on page 16

SIMON & SONS

679 Highland Avenue • Needham, MA • 781-559-3212

RHEA
SIMON

simonandsons.com

Vocalist & Pianist
Specializing in
Jazz, Show Tunes,
Jewish & Israeli Music
H (978) 685-6464
C (978) 857-9989

Flowers

by Darlene

Designing exquisite, custom
floral designs, and memories
for your once-in-a-lifetime day.
Darlene and our team of creative floral designers
pay attention to detail and offer highly personalized
customer service.
We specialize in weddings, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, and events/
parties. Corporate accounts available.
26 Hersey Street, Salem
978.745.6967

nsfruitbasket@gmail.com
@flowers_bydarlene
facebook.com/flwrs.bydarlene

YOUNG

MEN’S

SUITS
$495

ALL NATURAL FABRICS
(NO SYNTHETICS)

Come in and discover
our young men’s suit
collection. Slim and
regular t.
85 Andover Street
Rt. 114, Danvers
978 774 4080
giblees.com

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS
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Israel Book Shop
Your One Stop Shop
for All Your
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Needs
Talleisim • Kippot • Embroidered Tallis Bags
Tefillin • Large Selection of Jewish Party Music
Sterling Silver Kiddush Cups & Candlesticks
410 HARVARD STREET, BROOKLINE, MA
617-566-7113 • 1-800-323-7723
Sun-Wed 10am-5pm • Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri 10am-2pm
we ship nationwide

www.israelbookshop.com
info@israelbookshop.com

The Prop Factory
147 Summit St.
Peabody, MA 01960

978.532.2323

Thank you
to all our customers
who have supported us
throughout the years!

Vinnin Liquors

V

innin Liquors has been the local, family
owned choice for events and special
occasions on the North Shore for a half century.
We use our years of experience to satisfy your
every beverage need and take the worry out of
your event planning. Whether you’re holding a
large celebration or an intimate gathering, our
sales associates can match you with products
that are sure to please all of your guests. From
well-known brands to hidden gems, we strive
to keep ahead of all of the latest trends. Our
goal is to wow your crowd and let you take the
credit! We take pride in our service and our
selection.We’ll find the perfect accompaniment
to your favorite meal and please even the most
particular of palates. Don’t fret over details. Just
tell us how many guests are expected and we’ll
supply your gathering with the right amount
of high quality beverages at the very best price.
We provide free delivery and happily offer full
refund for any unused, unopened bottles. When
planning your next event, all you need to do is
raise your glass. We’ll take care of the rest.
Vinnin Liquors is located at 371 Paradise
Road, Swampscott. Visit www.Vinninliquors.com
or call 781-598-4110.

Zucker’s Bakery

P

lanning your next simcha? Let Zucker’s
Bakery make it extra sweet. Our ceremonial
challahs are ready for your kiddush.
Looking for the perfect starter for your
homemade French toast, a snack, gift or
something sweet to lift your spirits, come pick
up our challahs, cinnamon horns, half-moon
pastries, whoopie pies, or blueberry muffins.
New and fresh pastries are available daily
including our delicious non-dairy cheesecakes
and the best rugelach on the North Shore.
Zucker’s Foods, a family owned bakery

established in Montreal in 1996 has been
operating out of Peabody for the last 17 years.
Our baked goods are Kosher and Pareve. For
your convenience, you can find a selection of
our goods at the Butcherie, Larry Levine’s and
Zadye’s Market. We even stock Montreal bagels.
Zucker’s Bakery is located at 4 Lake St.,
Peabody. Call us at 978- 535-5335 or email us at
info@zuckerfoods.com.

Zvi Jalfin Photography

W

ith 16 years of experience as a fulltime photographer, Zvi understands
that photography is not just the click of a
camera; rather, it is the digital art of capturing
your perfect moment and enhancing it for
exceptional quality. Often overlooked, Zvi
provides a proper lighting setup and technique
that is crucial in photography, and it is an art
that Zvi has been perfecting for years and years.
That quality comes from staying current with
leading-edge technology and partnering with
the right strategic alliances. With many years
of experience in the graphic art and printing
industries, he has the critical knowledge
needed to select and work with the right
partners to produce the best results for your
special moments. By listening to his clients
and focusing on what they want to capture,
Zvi ensures that their photographs, albums or
portraits are the timeless keepsake they were
hoping for. Acting in a consultative role, Zvi
provides input regarding photographic options
to fulfill his clients’ needs. Zvi photographs
weddings and bar/bat mitzvhas, corporate
events, executive portraits and headshots,
family portraits and pets. Zvi also offers Digital
Graffiti services, Green Screen Photography, Red
Carpet and Paparazzi photography stations as
well as photo booth rentals.
Visit www.jalfinphoto.com, email zvi@
jalfinphoto.com, or call 781-449-7249.

Our success
is because of you.
thepropfactory.com

Ukrainian mathematicians
donate Einstein portrait
to Brandeis
from page 5

“We thought, one year ago,
that we would be able to invite
[the artists to the U.S.],” Shapiro
said. “Of course, who knew that
unfortunately it would be completely impossible today. One
day, I hope they will be able to
bring some other work.”
Seventy-five years ago,
Einstein similarly captured the
zeitgeist in Waltham after Jewish
community leaders recruited
him for a push to create a new
kind of campus on the site of the
former Middlesex University.
“Einstein was the most
famous scientist who ever lived,”
said Stephen Whitfield, an
emeritus professor of American
studies at Brandeis, “not only
because of his achievements in
theoretical physics, but because
he lived in an era of mass communications and visual culture, which neither Newton nor
Darwin lived in. He, according
to Time magazine at the end of
the 20th century, was the person of the century – the most
important person of the 20th
century.
“The founders [of Brandeis]
were even willing to let the university be named after Einstein,
which he refused, because he

had so recently even become a
U.S. citizen.”
As a result, the founders
named the university after Louis
Brandeis, the first Jewish justice
on the Supreme Court, who had
died in 1941.
Einstein continued to support the project for a time,
although he eventually became
disillusioned.
“Einstein was afraid Brandeis
University would not be progressive enough, liberal enough,
for his taste,” Whitfield said.
“Therefore, he withdrew from
active support. It was a brief
interlude at the very beginning of the university, but an
extremely important one.”
In 2005, a ceremony in Berlin
honored the 100th anniversary
of one of Einstein’s most enduring accomplishments: the theory of relativity. The speakers
included Proskura’s father, Dr.
Oleksandr Proskura, a physicist
who had recently emigrated
from Ukraine to Germany.
“Our family connection
to Brandeis, USA, Ukraine, to
physics, to Einstein, all of this
came together to represent why
we decided to do this,” Shapiro
said.

Ahead

Looking
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Shabbat Candle-Lighting Times

Submit your events to calendar@jewishjournal.org

ONGOING
KNITTING KNIGHTS AT THE
JCCNS, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.,

in-person at the Women’s Health Club
and on Zoom, 4 Community Road,
Marblehead. Visit www.jccns.org for link.

ISRAELI DANCE GROUP AT
TEMPLE NER TAMID in Peabody.
Tuesday nights at 8 p.m. No partner
needed and all levels welcome, $2
donation. For more information, email:
algrnewman@aol.com. Temple Ner
Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody.

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING at

the JCCNS. Thursdays, 6 p.m., and
Sundays, 8:30 a.m., 4 Community Road,
Marblehead. Visit www.jccns.org for
more information.

THROUGH MAY 22
MY SON THE WAITER, A
JEWISH TRAGEDY, Presented

by Philip Roger Roy. A hilarious and
poignant story about the grit required
to “make it” as an artist and the sweet
rewards that come from never giving
up. For information and reservations, go
to: www.regenttheatre.com or call 781646-4849. Regent Theatre, 7 Medford
St., Arlington Center.

SUNDAY, MAY 15
SCHMOOZE AND NEWS, 10:30

– 11:30 a.m. Presented by the JCCNS.
Community is invited for an invigorating
discussion about the biggest news
stories of the month. Visit www.jccns.
org for more information.

AM YISRAEL CHAI-A
CELEBRATION OF ISRAEL’S
74 YEARS, 2 p.m. Presented by

the JCCNS. Community-wide Israel
Independence Day celebration. Israeli
dancing, refreshments, music, kids
activities. Visit www.jccns.org for

V

more information. Lower JCCNS field, 4
Community Road, Marblehead..

YOUTH OUTING, 2 p.m. Presented

by the North Shore Jewish Youth
Group. Children in grades 4-8 are
invited for mini-golf and ice cream at
Richardson’s Farm, Middleton. Event is
free. RSVP by May 12 to Dave Goldberg
at Goldbergl@comcast.net.

MONDAY, MAY 16
UNSAFE SPACES, 7:30 p.m.
Presented by the Lappin Foundation. A
premiere of the film, “Unsafe Spaces,”
on Zoom. The film will explore the
marginalization of Jewish students
from progressive spaces for just being
Jewish. Jacob Baime, CEO of Israel on
Campus Coalition, will present an Israel
on Campus Climate Update following the
film. Free. Visit www.LappinFoundation.
org to register for the Zoom link. For
information contact Susan Feinstein
at 978-740-4431 or email sfeinstein@
lappinfoundation.org.

THURSDAY, MAY 19
LUNCH AND LEARN, 11 a.m.
Presented by the JCCNS. A “Visit”
to the Berkshires with Izzi Abrams.
$12 JCCNS members and $15 for the
community. Includes a boxed lunch
from Maria’s Gourmet. Visit www.
jccns.org to register.

FRIDAY, MAY 20
PJ LIBRARY SHABBAT BY
THE SEA, 6 p.m. Presented by

Flowers
by Darlene

Weddings

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Special Events

nsfruitbasket@gmail.com
@flowers_bydarlene
facebook.com/flwrs.bydarlene

Donna Kagan’s

Elegant Touch

Attorney Todd Finn

TheBostonJP.com | 978-836-9106

THE PERFECT VENUE
FOR YOUR EVENT

TEMPLE SINAI’S JAZZ AND
R&B CAFÉ, 8:30 p.m. Presented by

Temple Sinai of Marblehead. The Fat
City Band, 2018 Inductees into The
New England Music Museum Hall of
Fame, will perform. The performance
is limited to 200 people seated at
tables of ten. Adult and non-alcoholic
beverages will be available. Tickets
($25) may be purchased online at: /
www.eventbrite.com/e/the-fat-cityband-2018-ne-music-museum-hallof-fame-inductees-to-play-mhdtickets-320881203317. For more
information or to reserve a table,
contact Susan at the Temple Sinai
office at 781-631-2763, or email susan.
templesinai@gmail.com. Temple Sinai,
One Community Road, Marblehead.

SUNDAY, MAY 22
GALA ON THE LAWN, A Roaring
20’s party. Epstein Hillel School will
honor Michele and Brian Cohen,
recipients of the Dr. Bennett I. Solomon
Community Leadership Award. To
purchase tickets, visit www.epsteinhillel.
org or call 781-639-2880.
DNA AND GENETIC
GENEALOGY WORKSHOP, 10

a.m. on Zoom. Presented by the Jewish
Genealogical Society of Greater Boston.
David Ellis, who serves on the Board of

JGSGB, will cover the biology behind
genetic genealogy, the kinds of DNA
tests available. Free for members, nonmembers $5. Register at: https://www.
jgsgb.org

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1
SENIOR JAZZ HOUR AND
LUNCH, 11 a.m. Presented by the

JCCNS. All seniors are welcome to
enjoy a live performance by the Insight
Band and share a complimentary lunch.
Space is limited. RSVP to Sara Ewing at
sewing@jccns.com or 781-476-9913.

Pride of Lynn Cemetery
and Chevra mishna
89 LAKE SHORE ROAD, LYNN, MA 01904
Serving BoSton and the greater north Shore JewiSh & interfaith familieS

memoriaL day Ceremony
with North Shore Jewish War Veterans

Sunday, May 29th
10 a.m.

All Families are Welcome!

Israel NOW
On May 26, the Jewish Journal will will proudly present
Israel NOW, a pull-out special section.
You might be thinking, what does Israel NOW
have to do with my organization?

1. Exclusive articles written specifically for Israel NOW means your ad will be noticed by
thousands of subscribers reading this unique issue.
CONTACT US AT

781.207.9353

donna.eltouch@gmail.com

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ

To advertise, contact:
✦
lois@jewishjournal.org,
or call 978-278-1185;
✦
nancy@jewishjournal.org,
or call 978-278-1186.

7:46 p.m.

Here are 3 excellent reasons why you will benefit from advertising in this special issue.

Complimentary consultation
by appointment

781-631-6603

Friday, May 20

A Special Report

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your
Celebration needs

7:39 p.m.

Justice of the Peace

“Your wedding done your way”

We specialize in

26 Hersey Street, Salem
978.745.6967

Friday, May 13

SATURDAY, MAY 21

the Lappin Foundation Families with
young children are invited to a musical
Shabbat service by Marcy Yellin, Rabbi
Samantha Bodner and Rabbi Alison
Adler. Kosher vegetarian sandwiches
from Adea’s will be provided. Bring
your own blanket or chair. For additional
information, contact Lynne Krasker
Schultz at lynne@lappinfoundation.org.
Lynch Park, 55 Ober St., Beverly.

Event Planning V

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES
ENTERTAINING EASY!

2. THE JEWISH JOURNAL reaches over 25,000 affluent/educated households. They’ll be
reading about new medical and tech advances along with cultural developments from Israel
that have occurred since COVID. That plus, the latest in travel to Israel ... the new hotels,
attractions, museums and how to best visit Israel as the country reopens to tourism.

3. This issue will be promoted prior to publication in print, emails and social media. All of
which will create additional reader interest. AND we will distribute hundreds of copies of this
issue in high traffic areas, creating additional visibility of your ad.

HURRY!

Call Lois or Nancy and reserve your ad space today in Israel

NOW:

Lois Kaplan, if your business begins with the letters A-L at 978-278-1185
Nancy Prag, if your business begins with the letters M-Z at 978-278-1186

781-395-8888 x3

17

P.S. Advertisements of an 1/8 of a page or larger earn you color for FREE.
P.O. Box 2089 • Salem, MA 01970 • www.jewishjournal.org
CONNECTING YOU TO THE WORLD OF JEWISH NEWS, CULTURE AND OPINION
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Mary Stone Senn, 98, formerly of Indianapolis, Indiana
Mary Stone Senn, beloved
mother of Paul and Martha, and
widow of Peter Senn, died on
April 11, 2022 at home, peacefully, of natural causes. She was 98.
Mary grew up in Indianapolis,
Indiana with her brother,
Raymond Stone, and was
raised primarily by her mother,
Florence Herz Stone. Florence
supported the family during
the Depression by building a
career as a journalist, a remarkable feat at that time, providing Mary a powerful example of
what women can accomplish.
Building on this base, Mary went
on to obtain a Master’s in Arts
and Letters from the University
of Chicago. She was a lifelong
learner and passed this gift on to
her children and grandchildren.
Mary was a veteran of WWII.
She served in the Women’s Army
Core as a radio operator, where
she encoded and decoded mes-

sages sent domestically and
overseas using the encryption
equipment of the time. Mary met
her husband-to-be, Peter, at the
University of Chicago directly
after the war. After they married,
they honeymooned in Europe
and lived in Paris together in
the late 1940s, studying at the

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS
NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA ~ 978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS

82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA ~ 978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com
“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

Rosalie Ehrenwald, 100, of Winthrop
Sorbonne, where Peter obtained
his Ph.D., and Mary also took
classes. The couple returned
home on the Queen Elizabeth, a
cap to their adventures overseas.
Mary devoted herself to
raising her children, but when
they were of high school age,
she joined the work force, taking advantage of her intelligence
and education to work for many
years at Packaging Corporation
of America as a Human Resource
Specialist and Library Science
professional. After retirement
from PCA, Mary trained herself
as an Information Researcher
and continued working as a consultant, helping companies and
individuals find needed information in database systems
such as LexisNexis in the preinternet world.
Mary was fluent in French,
studied Greek just for the joy of
it, and was an avid movie buff,
with deep knowledge of both
foreign and domestic films. Well
into her 80s, she was discovering new areas of film history.
An example is her late blooming
love for the Japanese director
Ozu, a joy that she passed on by
sharing movie nights with her
children and grandchildren.
Mary suffered from dementia
at the end of her life, but never
lost awareness of her loved ones
and the ability to experience joy
around her family and friends.
Mary is survived by her son,
Paul Senn, and her grandchildren, Rebecca Miriam Senn and
Joshua Max Hoffman-Senn.
She will be kept alive and celebrated in our hearts.

Rosalie
Ehrenwald
of
Winthrop died peacefully on
May 3, 2022 at the age of 100
years old. Rosalie was predeceased by her beloved husband
Irving, with whom she shared 68
beautiful years.
Rosalie was born and raised
in the West End neighborhood of
Boston. Her parents were Louis
and Dora Schwartz. She would
tell her family many stories of
growing up and visiting the West
End Museum several times and
was interviewed a few years ago
to share her stories about her life
in this neighborhood.
For over 70 years, Rosalie lived

in the same house in Winthrop
across from the Winthrop Yacht
Club, watching the boats every
summer and enjoying the music
from the Saturday night parties.
Rosalie loved being in the
kitchen cooking and baking. Her
family enjoyed delicious meals
and many pastries she made
including mandel bread, marble
cake and strudel. She made delicious soups and her family loved
the chicken soup the most.
Rosalie leaves her daughter Vivian Kruger and her husband Jack, her daughter Sharon
Scobert, and her son Jeff
Ehrenwald and his wife Seri,
as well as many grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces and
nephews. Rosalie was predeceased by her two beloved foster
sons, Ben Gordon and Michael
Gordon.
A funeral service for Rosalie
was held on May 6 at the Torf
Funeral
Chapel,
Chelsea.
Interment followed at the
Chebra Kadisha of Chelsea
Cemetery in Everett.
In lieu of flowers, expressions
of sympathy may be made in
Rosalie’s memory to St. Jude’s
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude
Place, Memphis, TN 38105.

Phyllis F. Lurie, 84, of Peabody,
formerly of Swampscott, Lynnfield and Newton
Phyllis F. Lurie, of Peabody,
formerly
of
Swampscott,
Lynnfield and Newton, entered
into rest on May 5, 2022 at the
age of 84.
Beloved wife of the late

Slotnick Monuments

SC

Memorial Group
Est. 1910

232 Fuller Street, Everett, MA 02149
617-387-3980
Production facility / Sales office / Outdoor display
Full service drafting and sandblasting shop

Slotnick’s MetroWest Monuments
5 Edgell Road, Suite 1
Framingham Centre, MA 01701
508-872-1400
Corporate office / Sales office / Indoor display

Drive carefully…
We can wait.
Two convenient locations servicing families throughout Greater Boston,
North Shore, South Shore, Sharon Memorial Park and MetroWest.
www.scsmg.net

Family-owned and operated since 1933
Arthur S. Lurie, MD. Devoted
mother of Andrew Lurie
(Stacy) of Peabody, Ellen
Brody (Jonathan) of Andover,
and David Lurie (Debra)
of Livingston, New Jersey.
Cherished grandmother of Belle
Lurie, Samuel Lurie, Michael
Lurie, Adam Brody and Dena
Brody. The loving sister of the
late Leon Fox. Dear daughter of
the late Abraham and Minnie
Fox.
Phyllis grew up in Newton,
graduated from Newton High
School and Boston University,
and raised her family in
Lynnfield. She volunteered for
many years as a reading tutor
in the Salem Public Schools.
Family was most important and
she cherished her time spent
with family and friends.
A funeral service for Phyllis
was held on May 6 at the
Brooksby Village Chapel, 100
Brooksby Village Drive, Peabody.
Interment followed at Polonnoe
Cemetery, 776 Baker St., West
Roxbury. In lieu of flowers,
expressions of sympathy may
be made in her memory to
Care Dimensions, Ste. B-102, 75
Sylvan St., Danvers, MA 01923
or Salem Hospital, 81 Highland
Ave, Salem, MA 01970. For more
information or to register in the
online guestbook, visit www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – MAY 12, 2022

Ruth Ross, 84, of Swampscott, formerly of Cambridge

Harry Rich, of Delray Beach, Florida,
formerly of Lynn and Peabody
Harry Rich, of Delray Beach,
Florida, formerly of Lynn and
Peabody, passed on April 19, 2022.
Born in Lynn to Abraham and
Dora Rich (née Gold) on July
5, 1930, Harry was a graduate
of Lynn Classical High School.
Known for his hard work and
attention to detail as a butcher, a
tailor, a salesman, and most nota
bly as a highly regarded realtor in
Peabody and later in Florida.
Harry was highly involved
in his communities, including
B’nai B’rith, Temples Ner Tamid,
Congregation Sons of Israel and
B’nai Torah, and as an esteemed
board member of Boca Delray
Golf and Country Club. Perhaps
most importantly, Harry was a
devoted father, brother, grand
father, great-grandfather and
friend.
The devoted husband of
Lynda Miller Rich, and the late
Barbara Silverman Rich. Brother

of Murray Rich and his wife
Joan, preceded in death by his
brother George Rich. Loving
father of Karen Kriger, Deborah
Argueta and her husband Oscar,
Helaine Rich, Jeffrey Miller,
and Kevin Miller and his wife
Marilyn. Cherished grandfather
of Melissa Kriger-Capelli and
her husband Giulio, Jennifer
Kriger Geller and her husband
Jereme, Allison Kriger and her
fiancé Kyle, Brendon Argueta
and his partner Olivia, Jared
Miller, Jamie Miller, Josh Miller
and Drew Miller. Loving greatgrandfather of Mason, Aiden
and Lucas.
Funeral services were held
on April 24 at Ahavath Achim
Anshe Sfard Cemetery in Lynn.
Remembrances may be made
in Harry’s honor to Jacobson
Family Food Pantry at http://
weblink.donorperfect.com/
foodpantrydonation.

Ruth Ross, of Swampscott,
entered into rest on May 3, 2022,
at the age of 84.
Beloved wife of the late
Marshall Ross. Devoted mother
of Michael Ross (Beth) of Beverly
Farms, Steven Ross (Vickie)
of Danvers, Suzanne Ross of
Swampscott, and Laurence Ross
(Buffy) of Waban. Cherished
grandmother of Tyler, Taylor,
Jacob, Nathaniel, and Bella
Ross. The loving sister of the
late Murray Rosenberg, Marvin
Rosenberg, and Mildred Gilman.
Dear daughter of the late Leo and
Sally, her children, her grand Anne Rosenberg of Cambridge.
children, her parents, and her
She grew up in Cambridge,
grandparents have been mem
bers of Temple Ahavat Achim in
A 1955 graduate of Gloucester
Gloucester for over 90 years.
High School, she was a Sawyer
Survived by her most cher Medal Winner and a member
ished gifts, her children Faith of the National Honor Society.
Glickman Rossi and Alfred J. Sally graduated from Brandeis
Rossi, Jr. of Manchester, Mass., University (Class of 1959) where
and Scott M. Glickman and she met her late husband Stanley
Marcia J. Glickman of Merion A. Glickman. After receiving
Station, Penn., and her grand a master’s degree in Special
children A.J. Rossi (Rebecca Mar Education from Regis College,
golis), Tyler M. Rossi, Hannah Y. she continued her long teach
Glickman, Sarah Glickman Saltz ing career as a special education
(Daniel Saltz), Tali B. Glickman teacher in the Newton public
and Noah B. Glickman.
schools, concluding her career

Sally Marshall Glickman, 84, of Danvers,
formerly of Newton Centre

Sally Marshall Glickman, 84,
of Danvers, formerly of Newton
Centre, passed on May 3, 2022.
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graduated from Simmons
College with a degree in
Biochemistry, and raised her
family in Swampscott. After
working in biochemistry for
several years, Ruth followed her
entrepreneurial spirit and pas
sion for cooking. She opened a
successful catering business on
the North Shore, enabling her
to spend more time with her
children and work in the com
munity she adored.
Ruth cherished her time spent
with family and friends, and was
an avid bridge player. Her love
of the game led her to become
a master bridge instructor. She
taught bridge at the Swampscott
senior center, which brought her
much happiness.
A funeral service for Ruth
was held on May 5 at Pride of
Lynn Cemetery, 89 Lakeshore
Road, Lynn. In lieu of flowers,
expressions of sympathy may be
made in Ruth’s memory to The
National Kidney Foundation, 85
Vernon St., Norwood, MA 02062
(www.kidney.org).
For more information or to
register in the online guestbook,
visit www.stanetskyhymanson
salem.com.
as a special education advocate
and tutor.
A proud Brandeis alumna, she
served as National President of
the Alumni Association and a
member of the Board of Trustees.
Donations in Sally’s memo
ry can be made to the Dana
Farber Cancer Institute or The
Glickman Family Scholarship at
Brandeis University.
For an online guestbook, visit
the funeral home website, www.
torffuneralservice.com.
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I AM A CRIMSON EDITOR AND I STAND WITH ISRAEL
from page 1

of the role Israel plays in my
people’s history as our homeland and haven from persecution, I am a Zionist, and I stand
with Israel.
People have asked me whether I plan on quitting, whether I
could have prevented this, and
who is to blame. I have no intention of quitting; I understand
this piece does not reflect the
views of other boards, or even
the views of some members of
the Editorial Board who may not
have been at the meeting.
We live in a country where
peaceful protest is strongly
encouraged. But the Boycott,
Divestment, and Sanctions
movement – overwhelmingly
condemned by Congress in a
2019 resolution passed 398-17 –
is not just a boycott; BDS rejects

Jewish self-determination altogether.
If you doubt me, ask its
founders: “Definitely, most definitely, we oppose a Jewish state
in any part of Palestine,” said cofounder Omar Barghouti, who
also declared that Palestinians
have a right to “resistance by any
means, including armed resistance.”
Perhaps the Editorial Board
would agree, since its piece fails
to condemn Palestinian terrorism or the charter of Hamas –
the governing regime elected to
power in Gaza in 2006 – that
explicitly calls for the annihilation of the Jewish people. On
top of that, a 2019 New York
Times article reported that the
BDS National Committee lists
among its members the Council

of National and Islamic Forces in
Palestine, which in turn includes
both Hamas and Palestinian
Islamic Jihad.
How many members of
the Editorial Board can tell
me the story of Israel’s history – numerous peace treaties
the Palestinians have rejected,
human shields used by Hamas
to gaslight Israel, and thousands of Israeli civilians murdered by terrorists? What about
the millions of dollars used by
the Palestinian Authority in the
West Bank for the “Pay to Slay”
Program, rewarding terrorists
for crimes against Israelis?
Israel is not perfect, nor is
any other country. But this editorial is part of a larger trend of
singling out Jews, conveniently
neglecting our half of the story

– and by extension our right
to self-determination – while
claiming to “oppose antisemitism.”
Judaism is not just a religion; the Holocaust is only one
of many examples of Jews targeted as a people. Exiled after
centuries in the Land of Israel,
the Jewish people have always
been outsiders – they have been
pushed out of Europe and the
Middle East, and 2019 FBI data
indicate American Jews were
2.6 times more likely than Black
people and 2.2 times more likely
than Muslims to be victims of
hate crimes.
If this isn’t proof of a Jewish
need for self-determination, I
don’t know what is. And yet this
editorial does not even affirm
support for Jewish self-determination. Does the Editorial Board
believe Israel even has a right to
exist? Because, if so, that line is
coincidentally missing.
When the Editorial Board discusses “Palestinian liberation,”
does it think that, after decades
of rejected peace treaties and
terror, Hamas and the PA would
simply acquiesce and live in harmony with their Jewish neighbors? What does the Editorial
Board think “from the river to
the sea” means?
The Editorial Board believes
it is advocating for the underdog
in the name of social justice, but

the “overwhelming power imbalance” has always been against
the Jewish homeland, surrounded on all sides by those who
wish to destroy it — the same
wish that has led Israel’s neighbors to declare war on it again
and again. The leaders of Iran,
now in the process of acquiring nuclear weapons, have also
made clear that their aim is “the
annihilation of Israel.”
I do my best to keep my personal views out of my work at
The Crimson. My job is to report
facts, and I welcome dialogue.
But dialogue is not the goal
of BDS or student anti-Israel
groups, who have refused conversation and rely instead on
substanceless platitudes like
“Zionism is racism settler colonialism white supremacy apartheid” – their goal is demonizing Israel and delegitimizing its
right to exist.
And so when my people and
our homeland come under
attack, I will not stay silent. I am
still a Crimson editor, but this
editorial does not represent me;
I do and always will stand with
Israel.
Natalie L. Kahn is an associate news editor at the Harvard
Crimson, and is president of
Harvard Hillel. This article originally appeared in the Harvard
Crimson.

Rabbi’s stabbing
from page 1

armed assault with intent to
murder and several assault and
battery offenses.
The case has taken on additional layers of drama as details
emerged about Rabbi Noginski.
Noginski and his family had
only recently moved to Boston
from Israel so he could serve the
Russian-speaking Jewish community as a Chabad shaliach,
someone dedicated to teaching
Torah and building community.
After he was attacked, he ran
away and tried to flag down cars
for help, but no one came to his
rescue.
“They all drove away, scared,”
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he told the Journal.
It became a story of almost
biblical heroism – a former
knife salesman from Egypt carrying two lethal weapons pitted
against a 41-year-old rabbi from
Russia who holds a black belt in
judo and who used his training
to divert the attacker from children on the playground.
“If people want to see a miracle, they should look at me,” the
rabbi said after the attack.
In a brief interview last week,
Noginski said, “I’m doing better,
Baruch Hashem, but not 100
percent. I still have pain.” He is
working again, though not full
time.
But something positive has
come of this, he said. Inspired
by the attack, he pledged to create a new school to offer rabbinical training to eight students. Rabbi Dan Rodkin, executive director of Shaloh House,
said the new school, located on
Commonwealth Avenue near
Shaloh House, will open in
September but there will be a
celebratory event soon, around
the time of Lag B’Omer May
18-19.
Rabbi Rodkin said about $1
million was raised from members of the community and
from three major donors who
contributed $250,000 each. He
disclosed that Patriots owner
Robert Kraft was one of the
major donors, but declined to
say who the others were.
“They tried to kill one rabbi
and I got eight stabs and we are
trying to make eight new rabbis,
to bring more light to our life,”
Noginski said. “One rabbi from
each stab.”
Linda Matchan can be
reached at matchan@jewishjournal.org
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Marblehead teen runs the Zoom camera at Shirat Hayam
By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

SWAMPSCOTT — Although
formal Hebrew School technically ends after grade 7 and a bar
or bat mitzvah at Congregation
Shirat Hayam, many teens still
want to remain involved in synagogue life. One way is through
the Center for Jewish Education
Madrichim (counselor or leader) Program. By helping out in
the Shirat religious school lower
grades, these teens serve as role
models for the younger students
as they continue to learn and
grow.
Marblehead eighth-grader Lucas Rosen, however, has
found his own way to combine
staying connected with his love
for video editing, and it is a winwin for both Lucas and CSH.
Every Friday night and Saturday
morning, he runs the Zoom that
allows congregants to enjoy services from the comfort of their
homes. His is also the friendly
face that sits at the front doors,
greeting those coming to services in-person, and checking their
Covid vaccination cards.
Lucas, whose parents are
Amanda French and Noah Rosen,
says he started video editing
when he was younger because
he wanted to make “really good”
YouTube videos and realized
he lacked the editing skills and
experience to make that happen. The problem was, he didn’t
have anything to practice with
because he lacked motivation to
record his own videos. Then, the
pandemic struck in 2020 and for

Lucas Rosen at Congregation Shirat Hayam in Swampscott.

Lucas, its silver lining was the
desktop computer he received.
With more powerful and
sophisticated programs now at
his fingertips, his love for video
editing suddenly flourished
when people who needed edited
videos asked him for help. Soon,
he had a cache of material to
work on.
He also “really got into gaming” and started doing observation for a video league he
played in, essentially becoming
the cameraman for video game
matches. “I really enjoyed the
virtual camera work. Doing it
in real life seemed like the next
step,” he said.
That opportunity arose when
CSH President Ruth Estrich

suggested that Perry Hallinan,
whose team livestreamed
Shirat’s High Holy Day services
in 2000 and 2001, ask Lucas if he
wanted to help his crew film this
year’s Purim Spiel.
Although Lucas had plenty of
video experience, he had never
gotten behind a real camera until
Purim. Hallinan spent an hour
teaching him how to operate the
70-200mm lens camera, which
easily slips out of focus. “It was
nerve wracking. I was stressed
I was going to mess something
up and ruin it,” he said. Over 150
people packed the synagogue
and Lucas says he kept thinking
about how many more would
watch the finished product.
His camera station was at the

back of the sanctuary, where he
recorded the wide establishing
shot to capture the action on
stage. After 15 minutes or so, he
felt like he had the hang of it.
“Perry was very nice and trusted
me to do things correctly. He
didn’t control my every move,”
Lucas said.
Hallinan, who has mentored
many high school students
throughout his career, was
impressed by Lucas. “It was great
to see Lucas be very present
while recording the Purim celebration. He was able to engage
with the community through
filmmaking, and that was very
cool to witness,” he said.
Hallinan has worked as a
documentary filmmaker since
graduating from Rhode Island
School of Design in 1998, primarily with independent teams
of filmmakers. His recent projects have included educational
films about the importance of
watershed systems in Salem and
Manchester-by-the-Sea; training films for regional municipalities, and short films about telehealth medicine for the Veterans
Administration and American
Legions.
He also created the Salem
Sketches Program with filmmaking colleague Joe Cultrera
for the all-documentary Salem
Film Fest, and teaches film production classes at the Phoenix
School and Peabody Essex
Museum. He is a series editor for
PEM’s podcast and an independent editor on a series of films
for the Basketball Hall of Fame
for Boston-based Northern

Light Productions (NLP).
“I’m always looking for new
areas to explore where I can
bring my talents as a storyteller
to make an impact,” Hallinan
said.
His first boss in the business was Shirat congregant and
Swampscott resident Lenny
Rotman, who is senior producer at NLP and recommended Hallinan for the High Holy
Day jobs. “The introduction
to the Shirat Hayam community opened up an unexpected
area for me – to live broadcast
a spiritual community into people’s homes. Who would have
thought that a pandemic could
create a meaningful bridge like
this?” Hallinan said.
Hallinan looks forward to
working with Lucas during the
Purim editing process. With
footage from three cameras,
there will be plenty of material
to choose from to tell the story.
“The editing stage takes a lot of
patience and focus, and Lucas
has that,” he said.
Lucas hopes to take an editing-related elective next year
at Marblehead High School.
“This was a good next step in
my filming/editing journey,” he
said, adding that he hopes more
opportunities with Hallinan
await him at Shirat.
Hallinan sees the work he
does with students as a way to
give back to the community and
share tools and basic skills with
young people. “With all these
projects, the commonality for
success is in building relationships,” he said.
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Harvard Crimson slammed for BDS endorsement
from page 1

It also cites the “overwhelming
power imbalance that defines
and constricts the ongoing
debate,” and mentions that
nearly 50 Palestinians have been
killed this year by Israeli soldiers. But there is no mention
of the 19 Israelis – nearly all
civilians – killed by Palestinians
since March 22. It also does
not mention Hamas, which
has ruled Gala since 2006, and
seeks Israel’s destruction. Nor
does it mention Israel’s negotiations and attempts to create a
Palestinian state since 1992.
The endorsement was alternately celebrated and denounced
in and around Greater Boston
and on the Harvard campus.
Orlee G.S. Marini-Rapoport,
editorial chair of the Crimson,
referred to her religion when she
posted the board’s decision on
Twitter:
“I am an Editorial Chair @
thecrimson. I am also Jewish.
Yesterday, the Board overturned
a decades-old precedent; for the
first time, we announced our
support of BDS. I encourage
you to read our editorial. I’m so

proud to be part of this thoughtful group.”
Her message was retweeted by
pro-Palestinian groups, including Jewish Voice for Peace. “The
fact that this was done while the
paper is helmed by a Jewish student who publicly supported the
move is extra heartening,” the
group wrote on Twitter.
Harvard President Lawrence
Bacow, whose mother survived
Auschwitz, did not respond to
an interview request from the
Journal. But in a May 3 Harvard
faculty meeting, he told professors that he would not comment
on the Crimson editorial.
“The Crimson is a student
newspaper,” he said. “It is independent of the university, and, I
think it is fair to say, the Crimson
does not represent, or certainly the editorial board does not
represent, the views of the university. The Crimson editorial
board represents the views of
the Crimson editorial board. We
believe in a free press. They are
entitled to publish what they
wish and to share their views as
they may.”

A panel from an anti-Israel poster at Harvard.

In an op-ed in the Crimson,
and republished on page 1 of the
Journal, Crimson associate news
editor and Harvard Hillel president Natalie L. Kahn criticized
the board’s BDS endorsement.
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“We live in a country where
peaceful protest is strongly
encouraged. But the Boycott,
Divestment, and Sanctions
movement – overwhelmingly
condemned by Congress in a
2019 resolution passed 39817 – is not just a boycott; BDS
rejects Jewish self-determination altogether,” she writes. “If
you doubt me, ask its founders:
‘Definitely, most definitely, we
oppose a Jewish state in any part
of Palestine,’ said BDS cofounder Omar Barghouti, who also
declared that Palestinians have
a right to “resistance by any
means, including armed resistance.”
This week, more than 100
past and current members of the
Harvard faculty issued a statement declaring they were “dismayed” by the editorial board’s
political stance. Signees included former U.S. Treasury secretary and Harvard president Larry
Summers, Gabriella Blum, Amy
Comander, Alan Dershowitz,
Gary R. Fleisher, Jesse Fried,
Jeffrey Hamburger, Jon D.
Levenson, Robert Mnookin,
Eric Nelson, Elisa New, Steven
Pinker, Steven Shavell, David
Stern, Ruth Wisse, and Richard
Zeckhauser.
“Contrary to the Crimson
editorial, and despite its claim
to be a movement for social
justice, BDS does not advocate
for coexistence, peace building toward a two-state solution,
or even dialogue with Israel’s
supporters on our campus.
BDS negates the importance of
Israel for Jewish continuity and
as a refuge and safe haven for
Jews who need one. It excludes
Israel’s remarkable achievements as a post-colonial nation
after independence, ignores
the country’s relative successes
in integrating waves of multiethnic and multi-racial communities, and neglects Israel’s
own efforts at peace. Because of
the movement’s rigid policy of
‘anti-normalization,’ BDS casts
Israel as uniquely malevolent
among nations, with any and all
attempts at mutual understanding to be resisted,” the professors wrote.
They also criticized the
Harvard College Palestine
Solidarity Committee – the
same organization the Crimson
praised in its editorial, and
which sponsored the anti-Israel
posters on campus:
“We are saddened and disheartened that both the Crimson
and the Harvard College
Palestine Solidarity Committee
(PSC), to which the Editorial
Board gave full-throated support in its editorial, are creating
spaces on campus where Jewish
and Zionist students are targeted and made to feel unwelcome. In its ‘Wall of Resistance’
art installation at Harvard
Yard, callously displayed over
the Passover holiday, the PSC
equated Zionism with “racism”
and “white supremacy.” Such
language is shameful and has
no place at Harvard. We call
out this rhetoric for what it is:
anti-Jewish hate speech that is
antithetical to the values of any
academic institution.”
In an interview, Dershowitz,
Felix Frankfurter Professor of
Law, Emeritus, called it “the
worst piece of journalistic
malpractice” he’s seen at the
Crimson since he arrived at

Harvard 58 years ago.
“It’s blatantly antisemitic,”
he said. “It also refers to Jewish
power, which is part of the old
canard about Jews – disproportionate power; it suggests that
it takes courage today to stand
up against Israel on college
campuses. They’ve got it exactly
backwards.”
Steven Pinker, Johnstone
Family Professor of Psychology
at Harvard, added “The editorial board of a newspaper has
the right to advance a position,
but it also has a responsibility to
publish criticisms of that position, and they should publish
a rebuttal which would point
out its moral incoherence. The
rebuttal would call attention to
the invidious decision to single out one country for opprobrium in a world of nations
that commit oppressions that
are orders of magnitude more
harmful, including China and
many Muslim theocracies. It
would call out the lack of an
acknowledgment that Israel’s
policies, even when excessive
or ultimately unjustified, are a
response to real acts and commitments of violence against it.
And it would condemn the idea
of boycotting scholars because
of their national origin, which
contradicts the deepest principles of intellectual life.”
This is not the first time the
Crimson has taken a strong
position that has angered Jews.
Throughout the 1930s, its editorial board repeatedly supported
then-Harvard president James
Conant, who sought to maintain friendly relations with Nazi
leaders and universities.
Stephen Norwood, in his
2009 book “The Third Reich
in the Ivory Tower: Complicity
and Conflict on American
Campuses,” documents numerous instances of Conant appeasing Nazi Germany, with the
Crimson’s editorial backing.
In 1935, Harvard allowed Nazi
Germany’s Boston consul to
place a wreath with the swastika emblem in the University’s
Memorial Church, and the
Crimson supported the administration’s decision, calling it,
“Harvard’s breadth of mind.”
A year earlier, in 1934,
Harvard welcomed the Nazi
warship Karlsruhe during its
10-day visit to Boston, according
to Norwood. Despite protests
from Boston’s Jewish community that ended with the arrests of
protesters – which the Crimson
endorsed – Harvard held a dinner dance in honor of the warship’s officers and crew.
That same year, the Crimson
editorial board supported
Harvard’s decision to invite
Ernst Hansfstaengl – a Harvard
graduate who at the time was
the Nazi party’s foreign press
chief – to the Class of 1909’s
25th reunion. Hansfstaengl
had claimed to create the Nazi
salute and Sieg Heil chant. The
Crimson editorial board called
him “a man of ability and distinction,” and suggested that
Harvard grant him an honorary degree as a mark “of honor
appropriate to his high position
in the government of a friendly
country.”
Steven A. Rosenberg is the
Journal’s publisher and editor.
He can be reached at rosenberg@
jewishjournal.org.
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Three from MA named Bronfman Fellows

GOT STUFF?
118 Pleasant St., Marblehead
781-631-9791 • text 978-985-3409
info@marbleheadantiques.com

Lia Sokol

Kiley Fray

Elke Bentley

The Bronfman Fellowship
has selected its 36th cohort
of intellectually curious 11thgraders from across North
America, including three from
Massachusetts. They include
Kiley Fray, of Malden; Lia Sokol,
of Somerville; Elke Bentley, of
Brookline.  
The 26 Fellows, who come
from a broad spectrum of the
Jewish community, will participate in a transformative, free
Fellowship-year experience
beginning with a summer in
Israel. They will explore a rich,
complex tapestry of Jewish texts
and ideas and a faculty team of
leading rabbis, educators, and
artists.
Kiley Fray was raised in
Malden. Fray has a passion for
community engagement; this
prompted her to join servicebased fellowships across the
greater Boston area: Hebrew
College, which provided her
with engaging work centered
around her goals for change; The

Dignity Project, which is based
on connection with cross-cultural and interreligious leaders who confront issues in
their area with thoughtfulness,
care, and skill; and The COVID
Youth Commission, which was
a response to the COVID-19
crisis that helped mitigate the
issues faced by people in the
greater Boston area pre-pandemic, which were only exacerbated by the crisis.
Lia Sokol, of Somerville,
attended JCDS, a pluralistic Jewish private school in
Watertown, through fifth
grade. She then switched to
public school and now attends
Somerville High School. She
attends Minyan Tehillah,
which is a partnership congregation in Cambridge, and
she learned to read from the
Torah and lead prayer services for her bat mitzvah. Lia is
on her school robotics team,
and works as a teacher in an
afterschool program and sum-

mer camps for elementary
school kids. For many years
she has been volunteering for
Transition House, a domestic
violence shelter in Cambridge,
and takes care of the kid residents in the play-space, gathers donations, and has advocated on their social media.
She has received the Next Gen
Youth Volunteer Award in 2018
from the City of Cambridge for
her work.
Brookline’s Elke Bentley is a
student at Maimonides School.
She is an avid language learner, who speaks fluent Hebrew
and is working on her conversational Arabic and Spanish. In
addition to the Jewish studies
program at her school, she is
a Daf Yomi enthusiast, and has
been working through Meseket
Sanhedrin over the past
year with her study partner.
Elke enjoys playing klezmer,
American, Israeli / Mizrachi,
and traditional music on the
violin, guitar, and electric bass.

Congregation Ahavas Achim to mark its 125th anniversary
Congregation Ahavas Achim,
one of the oldest Jewish congregations on the North Shore,
will continue its year-long celebration of its 125th anniversary
with an open house on Sunday,
May 15, from 4-6 p.m. at the
synagogue’s historic building at 53½ Washington St. in
Newburyport.
The event – the first of two
marking the anniversary this
spring – will feature guided
architectural tours of the synagogue building; a slideshow of
photos depicting the growth of
the congregation; a timeline of
Newburyport’s Jewish community dating back to CAA’s formation in 1896; and a display of
community memorabilia.
The event is free and open to
the public. Registration is not
required. Refreshments will be
served.
On Sunday, June 12, at 4 p.m.,
longtime synagogue members
Anna Smulowitz, the renowned
playwright of “Terezin, Children
of the Holocaust” who has
been chronicling Jewish life
in Newburyport for decades,
and Joel Grossman, a past
board president, will discuss
“Reflections on 125 Years of Rich
Jewish History in Newburyport.”

This event is also free and
open to the community, and
there will be a free livestream
of the program for those who
are unable to attend in person. Registration at https://
caa-history.eventbrite.com is
required to attend or access the
livestream.

CAA, as the congregation is
familiarly known, was formally
established in 1896.
For more information about
the anniversary events and
CAA, write to CAA125@caanewburyport.org or call 978255-3144.
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H

onorable Menschion: Cantor Seth Landau

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF

C

antor Seth Landau is the spiritual
leader of Congregation Sons of
Israel in Peabody. He grew up
in Framingham, and holds a degree in
business administration from UMass
Amherst, and a master’s in business
administration from Babson College. He
works for MindStream Analytics. He met
his wife, Alissa, at UMass, and they have
two adult sons, Gabe and Michael. Seth
and Alissa have lived in Lynnfield for 25
years.

A A A
Can you tell me about your upbringing, where you grew up and your family
background?
I grew up in Framingham. My parents,
Ellen and David, are retired and live in
my childhood home, and spend a couple
months in Florida in the winter as well.
My mother, a dental office manager, grew
up in Natick; my father, a salesman in
multiple industries, mostly the movie
industry, lived throughout the Boston
area, ultimately settling in Brookline for
high school. I have a sister, Michelle, who
now lives with her husband Chris and
their two daughters in Bridgewater. I was
very fortunate to have had both greatgrandmothers into my teens and all four
grandparents at least well into college
and some into my late 30s. I went to college at the University of Massachusetts
Amherst, where I received a bachelor’s in
business administration with a concentration in finance. I also received by MBA
from Babson College.
You started playing musical instruments when you were young. What did
you play, and when did you realize you
had a good voice?
I started playing trumpet when I
was about 8 years old. My grandfather
was a professional trumpet player. He
encouraged me to play music. I was very
impressed with his dedication to practice. I could remember staying over my
grandparents’ house in Natick as a young
boy and remember him smoking a cigar
and practicing his scales as he prepared
for a weekend gig [probably not a good
combination]. However, he did this for
years and still played into his mid-80s.
However, I remember him telling me
that I should play piano. I started taking
piano lessons when I was 10. I was very
active playing the trumpet through college, where I had a blast [no pun intended] performing with the 350-member
UMass Marching Band. However, it is
the piano that has stood the test of time
for me. I still play almost every day when
I can. While I started singing/davening
when I was in my teens, I never really
saw myself as a singer until decades later.
Certainly not secular music. For some
reason, however, Hebrew just flowed well
with me. Over the last 15 years or so, I
have focused a lot on vocal technique
and extending notes.
When you were 15, you were teaching
Torah and Haftorah Trope for B’Nai
Mitzvah preparation at a Natick temple.
What attracted you to Judaism as a
teen?
For some reason, I really took to
Hebrew school. I don’t know why, as most
kids were more interested in passing
notes to each other and driving the teachers crazy. I actually won class contests in
Hebrew speed reading. However, it was
ultimately the music that attracted me
to Judaism, listening to Cantor [Robert]
Scherr lead various tefilot. Cantor Scherr
also must have seen something in me
to give me the chance to teach other
students only a couple of years younger

Cantor Seth Landau (far right), with his family (from left): Sons Michael, Gabe, daughterin-law Kelley, and wife Alissa.

than I was. I don’t know what gave him
that confidence in me, but I am grateful that he did. Later on, I got involved
in United Synagogue Youth as a junior
in high school, and almost immediately
found myself elected vice president. It
was an incredible experience, and from
that point on, I knew Judaism would have
a major influence on my life.
As a student at UMass Amherst, you
were in the marching band. You also
led High Holiday services at UMass
Hillel for over 500 people. How was this
experience?
They were very difference experiences, but both incredible and critical to
my development. I learned a lot about
structure, precision, and energy being in
a marching band as large and as visible
as the one at UMass. The late Professor
George Parks, the director for over 30
years, had constant energy and passion
even until his last day. I can’t imagine
how hard it must have been to inspire
over 500 people to work together year
after year to learn to play and march
with such precision and confidence for
his extremely complex routines, but he
was likely one of the best there ever was
at this. Around the same time, I was very
involved at UMass Hillel, first as the treasurer and then as president. The director,
Rabbi Saul Perlmutter, who led UMass
Hillel for over 40 years, inspired me to
take part in leading the services. While
I was learning Torah for many years at
Temple Israel in Natick, this was the first
time I davened in a major role in front
of so many people. My confidence level
increased significantly from that experience. I’m fairly certain that without these
experiences, my adult years would have
been a lot more challenging and ultimately less inspiring for me.
You were also president of UMass Hillel.
What was it like to lead such a large
Hillel?
UMass Hillel represented approximately 3,000 Jewish students on campus
and in the surrounding community. It
was an incredible experience being treasurer and president. I learned a lot about
being on a board of directors and how
an organization works from top to bottom, which would be invaluable later in
life when I became active in business,
both for profit and nonprofit organizations, which included Jewish community
center and synagogue leadership. UMass
was a very open campus in terms of
expressing free speech and protesting;
while that was a critical and necessary
element to college life, it sometimes led
to conflicts, including antisemitic acts
from other people or groups. We at Hillel
worked with determination to address
these issues with university leadership,
the police, the local media, and with
the diverse student population at UMass
and throughout the five-college region.
Despite those challenging times, I am

extremely grateful for my time with Hillel.
How did you meet your wife, Alissa?
Speaking of Hillel, when I was president, she happened to be the secretary. However, it was when a group of us
went to “The Addams Family” movie two
weeks before I was ready to graduate that
we ended up sitting next to each other.
What was interesting, and I didn’t know
this until she told me later, was when
she saw me two years earlier davening at
the High Holy Day services, she told her
sister that she was going to marry me.
However, it wasn’t until chance brought
us together at Hillel that we really got to
know each other. However, that almost
got ruined when we had our first date
sometime later and I drank the last part
of my soup out of the bowl. She didn’t
find this all that mature [can’t imagine
why], but decided to give me a second
chance. It worked out better the next
time.
You work in the field of analytics. How
do you like working with numbers?
I am a budget nut. I love planning
budgets and working with numbers. I
check my credit score often as I love to
figure out how to improve it. My other
career in software analytics combines my
love of numbers and my interest in technology, although my son Gabriel would
say that I am still a novice compared to
him and his generation, as he is a software programmer and started building
websites from the age of 12. Numbers are
also very important in music in regard
to tempo and precision and comes very
much in handy when davening various
arrangements during religious services. I
would be nowhere without numbers.
When did you decide you wanted to
become a cantor and where did you go
to cantorial school?
After preparing hundreds of students
for bar/bat mitzvah, leyning Torah, davening, teaching Hebrew school for nearly
20 years, and ultimately, leading a congregation for the last six, I finally realized
that my real passion and happiness resided in combining Judaism with music. I
love being a spiritual leader and feel that
I grow in this role every day. However, I
felt that I needed more education and
professional status to be more effective
with my congregation and the community. After looking at various options and
through a referral, I was connected with
the Jewish Spiritual Leadership Institute
in New York led by Rabbi and Hazzan
Steven Blane; it was the perfect situation
for me to enhance my knowledge and
complete my training as a hazzan, while
allowing me to continue to work while
my kids were in college. It may have happened later in life (late 40s), but the wait
was worth it.
Over the last 30 years, you’ve prepared
hundreds of students in Greater Boston

for their bar and bat mitzvahs. What’s
the secret to teaching Jewish kids Torah
and Haftorah?
A lot has changed over the years.
Technology, social media, household dynamics, special needs, etc., has
led to less Hebrew education on average unless you are very orthodox and/
or attend a Hebrew day school. Hebrew
reading skills, understanding of tefillot
and knowledge of overall Judaic concepts
have dropped significantly since I was a
young man. Teaching students requires
more effort today than it did back 30 years
ago. Patience is certainly a key. Establish a
good rapport with the student. Find something you have in common with them; it
puts them at ease [usually]. Be flexible in
your process. Some can learn trope easily
via a recording or direct teaching. Others
(most) need some color coding of trope
patterns or symbols to represent note
progression. Some even need transliteration as they cannot read Hebrew well or
at all. I also don’t go in thinking that they
have to accomplish a certain amount of
work. Learning a whole Haftorah plus
multiple Aliyot are not always practical.
Enjoying and learning positively from the
experience is the most important part.
Don’t get me wrong, I work to challenge
the students to see how far they can get.
But it is important not to make the experience any harder than it already is. They
are 12- and 13-year-olds. I also like to
work on their presentation skills around a
microphone as they prepare to give their
D’var Torah and/or daven.
Since 2014, you’ve been the spiritual
leader of Congregation Sons of Israel
in Peabody. What’s the most rewarding
part of leading a congregation?
Leading this congregation brings me
such fulfillment. The more I do it, the
more I wonder why it took me so long to
realize what makes me passionate. It is
definitely a back-and-forth process. The
congregation teaches me as much as I
teach them. Our core group of daveners and the board of directors are very
dedicated to the synagogue. They are my
other family; they are passionate. I love
teaching Trope and Tefillot, along with
adult education, and have prepared two
dozen people to participate in the High
Holy Days since the pandemic has started. The service attendees have also taken
well to new arrangements to some of the
prayers. I look forward to continuing this
process for many years to come.
What’s your favorite Torah portion or
Hebrew prayer to chant?
I would say that the Hineni and the
Unetaneh Tokef prayers are amongst my
favorites of the Yamim Noraim, as they
truly express the essence of those special days. They provide a footprint [or
voiceprint] of talking directly to the congregation and to G-d through its diverse
musical interpretation. Each part of these
two prayers is unique to each other, but
in the end show that our lives, individually or communally, are intertwined with
G-d and that tzedakah, teshuvah, and
tefillah are not mutually exclusive. I have
learned a lot about Torah and teaching
Torah since I became the spiritual leader.
I actually enjoy discussing the Parshat in
Vayikra. You would think discussing the
mitzvoth aren’t really as interesting as let’s
say, the creation of the world, the flood,
the Akedah, the Exodus from Egypt [take
your pick], etc. However, there is so much
meaning through interpretation and discussion. I find these discussions to be
amongst the most critical and applicable
to our lives today, even those that have
been replaced [i.e. sacrifices] by other traditions or methods. It is a good thing that
we cycle the Torah every year, because
there is so much to say.
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