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New Eilat airport, world class hotels,
upgraded parks welcome tourists to Israel
By Tuvia Book

I

n 2019, a staggering 4.5 million tourists visited Israel. It
was the largest number since
the creation of the state in 1948.
The following year, the tourism
industry was gearing up for an
even bigger year. Then COVID
happened. Since reopening to
tourism this spring, Israel has
experienced a strong renaissance of both individual and
group tourism. The country
has used the last two years to
upgrade its tourist infrastructure. There are now many new
hotels, special travel opportunities, and attractions.
Near the southern city of
Eilat, there is now a state-ofthe-art new international airport, the Ilan and Asaf Ramon
Airport, creating an impressive
new international gateway to
Eilat, southern Israel, and the
Red Sea. There are an array of
attractions and leisure options
near Israel’s new second-largest airport. Dive in the coral
reefs of the Red Sea in Eilat, or
take a tour to Masada – King
Herod’s ancient fortress – and
then float in the nearby Dead
Sea. It is also possible to cross
into Jordan and take a trip to
Petra and Wadi Rum, or hike in
the wondrous mountains of the
Negev Desert.
In addition to some world
class hotels, many new hotels
have opened in Israel over the
past two years, including the

The Western Wall in Jerusalem.

stunning Six Senses Shaharut
near Eilat; The Efendi Hotel
in Acre/Akko; the refurbished
Mitzpeh Hayamim in Rosh Pina
near Safed; and the new Soho
House in Jaffa-Tel Aviv.
The Six Senses has a tasteful
Bedouin chic vibe. The 60 sunken guest rooms and villas are
subtly sumptuous. Organic linens and wool rugs tend toward
neutral shades with subtle pops
of color; furniture, including the
built-in beds and deep, slipcovered couches, seem to emerge
from the floor. Better still, the
glass walls and terraces (mostly
with pools), built like outcroppings, make you feel as if you’re
living outdoors.
The Efendi Hotel in Acre/
Akko has only 12 rooms. It is
nestled in the Old City of Acre.
The elegant rooms are a mix of

An exhibit at Khan Sha’ar HaGai, near Jerusalem.

antiques and plush modern furniture and fittings. One can sip
wine in its cozy, Byzantine-era
cellar wine bar, and relax in the
400-year-old Turkish bath.
The Mitzpeh Hayamim
hotel in Rosh Pina is a 37-acre,
95-room luxury spa and resort
from hotel chain Isrotel overlooking the Sea of Galilee and
green plateaus. Reopened in
2020 after a $23 million restoration, the resort, where wellness is the watchword, features
an expansive spa, organic farm,
orchards, and more. Interiors
are a warm mix of light woods,
natural fabrics, and soothing
colors.
Some very interesting museums and fascinating national
parks opened or reopened over
the past two years. In north
Tel Aviv, after 10 years of plan-

ning and construction, the
largest Jewish museum in the
world reopened in 2020 with a
new name: ANU, Museum of
the Jewish People. This unique
global institution tells the ongoing and extraordinary story of
the Jewish people. The museum
represents all parts of the Jewish
people and highlights the creative works and cultural riches
of a variety of communities in
different periods of history. The
museum connects Jewish people to their roots and strengthens their personal and collective Jewish identity and conveys
to the world the fascinating narrative of the Jewish people and
the essence of the Jewish culture, faith, and purpose while
presenting the contribution of
world Jewry to humanity. The
museum utilizes cutting-edge

technology to convey its message.
Another site well worth a
visit is the new National Park
Khan Sha’ar HaGai situated at
the junction of the JerusalemTel Aviv Highway and Beit
Shemesh turnoff. This road saw
fierce battles during the War of
Independence, and in memory
of the men and women who took
part in them, a heritage center was established, dedicated
to those who broke through the
road to Jerusalem. It is a cuttingedge site that deals less with the
chronology of the 1947/8 battles
to keep the road to Jerusalem
open, and more with the physical and emotional difficulties
young convoy members faced,
such as confronting dilemmas
like whether the trucks should
continued on page 5B
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From high-tech to
medicine, ‘Startup
Nation’ is in full gear

CONNECT.
CREATE.
BELONG.
393 Atlantic Avenue
Marblehead, MA 01945
www.emanu-el.org
781.631.9300

Hadassah Medical Center Acting Director-General Yoram Weiss.

By J. Larson

F

rom high-tech meat and
solar energy to breakthroughs in cancer and
ADHD, Israel maintains the
frenetic pace of innovation for
which it is known – even as the
pandemic shut down tourism
and restricted life over the past
two years. Returning visitors will
notice a new dynamism, reflecting the ambition that has long
defined the so-called Startup
Nation.
Indeed, downtown Tel Aviv
boasts sharp new skyscrapers
where faded beach blocks once
stood. New luxury hotels are
sprouting across the country,
including Israel’s first Kempinski
on the Tel Aviv waterfront and
numerous boutique offerings
from Tel Aviv-based Brown
Hotels, including its first in
Eilat. All of these are connected by the new high-speed Tel
Aviv-Jerusalem railway, which
debuted in 2018 and has since
added connections to Herzliya
and Modi’in.
Zipping along those rails is
a dizzying amount of capital.
Israeli entrepreneurs raised a
record $25.6 billion in private
investments in 2021, a staggering 150 percent more than the
previous year. “Luckily for us,
we received a special permit
from the government allowing
us to work throughout the lockdowns,” said Yaron Shenhav,
CEO of SolCold, a buzzy startup
whose nanotech paint coating
uses solar energy to cool surfaces in the heat. “It was actually easier going to work – all the
roads were completely empty!”
Central Israel-based SolCold
was founded six years ago
using technology developed at
Hebrew University of Jerusalem,
and took top prize at the 2019 Tel
Aviv Global Startup Challenge
before undergoing large-scale
field tests last year.
Another venture born of
Hebrew University research is
Future Meat, a four-year-old
Rehovot-based startup that produces non-GMO meat directly
from regenerative animal cells;
since its technology doesn’t
involve harvesting actual animals, Future Meat claims to be
both sustainable and cost-effective.
And this spring, Amazon
announced it would invest in an
Israeli robotics startup that can
automate its warehouse operations. Sderot-based BionicHIVE
makes robots that use automated sensors to sort and shelve the

packages that many Americans
– and Israelis – have come to
depend on during the pandemic.
Disruptive as it is, COVID19 has obviously also served
as inspiration for Israeli creatives, and not just tech entrepreneurs. Last year, Hebrew
University-Hadassah Medical
School inaugurated Israel’s first
state-of-the-art virology lab
– the Barry Skolnick Biosafety
Level 3 National Laboratory,
on Hadassah Hospital’s Ein
Kerem campus. “As coronavirus research matures, the need
for such a lab increases,” noted
Professor Re’em Sari, HU’s vice
president of research and development. The Skolnick Lab is
Israel’s first facility to research
live viruses, aiming to tame and
produce vaccines against not
only COVID-19, but also future
pandemics.
It’s no surprise that in Israel,
even hospitals are startup incubators. The Hadassah Medical
Organization, which operates
two hospital campuses and
numerous ancillary facilities,
currently employees nearly 700
people in its startup incubator.
Last year, Newsweek ranked
Hadassah’s Ein Kerem campus
among the world’s best “smart
hospitals” for its incorporation of artificial intelligence in
healthcare, including pandemic
telehealth services.
Telemedicine, after all, “is
not the future. It’s here now in
Israel, and it’s here to stay,” said
Hadassah Medical Center Acting
Director-General Yoram Weiss
on a recent podcast. Telehealth
technology catapulted into the
mainstream during the pandemic, as everything from routine prescription check-ins to
therapy sessions went virtual.
Now, Hadassah is planning
a new “internal medicine at
home department,” as Weiss
put it, where patients are monitored from home and receive
periodic in-person physician
visits. “We’re also talking about
telepathology,” Weiss added.
“We’re talking about intervention through robotics, where
a surgeon can sit in New York
and do a surgery in Hadassah.
The number of platforms that
allow for telemedicine will only
increase.”
Indeed,
the
pandemic
spurred many in Israel’s tech
world to refocus on healthcare.
“We’ve seen science step forward
with new patents, often repurposing medicines and diagnostics,” Dr. Itzik Goldwaser, CEO of
continued on page 4B

Temple Emanu-El
PROUDLY STANDS with
ISRAEL - now and forever!

Israel

WELCOME BACK!

Now fly to Israel from Boston with one of two direct carriers.
Check out Israel's official tourist website today to plan your
trip to the land of creation!

www.israel.travel
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CONGREGATION
SONS OF ISRAEL
Corner of Park and Spring Streets
Peabody’s Oldest Synagogue – Now in our 113th year!

Shabbat services every Saturday morning
at 9am followed by a kiddush.
Monthly Friday Sabbath services
are held the 1st Friday of each month at 7:30pm.
Sunday morning services are held twice a month at 9am.
All services are hybrid and we welcome everyone to attend,
whether in person or on zoom.

•

www.peabodycsi.org • peabodycsi.org@comcast.net

TEMPLE SINAI
of Swampscott/Marblehead
Congratulates

THE STATE OF ISRAEL
for all you have
accomplished and achieved.

1 Community Road, Marblehead, MA 01945
www.templesinaiweb.org
781.631.2763

Temple Ahavat Achim
of Gloucester
celebrates
Israel's 74th Anniversary

86 Middle Street,Gloucester
978-281-0739
www.taagloucester.org

‘Startup Nation’ is in full gear
from page 3B

Yissum, the Hebrew University’s
startup incubator. “This has led
to increased interest in healthtech sector, along with increased
support from the government,”
notably the Israel Innovation
Authority.
One hot new area for medical research is computation:
Scientists use algorithms to
parse data and incorporate
those findings into medical
research and practice. Hebrew
University-Hadassah Medical
School recently launched its
Center for Computational
Medicine, with the goal of tailoring diagnoses and therapies to
individual patients.
One of the Center’s breakthroughs is a new blood test
that not only detects cancer, but
identifies its location in the body.
“It’s an exciting approach for
diagnostic medicine,” said Dr.
Ruth Shemer, who researched
the test alongside her Hebrew
University colleague Dr. Yuval
Dor and Dr. Ben Glaser, endocrinology chief at Hadassah
Medical Center.
ADHD – the acronym for
attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder – is another area of
Israeli breakthrough. The country has the world’s highest rate of
ADHD diagnoses, with surveys
estimating the condition affects
more than one in 10 Israeli children.
They include the offspring
of Hagay Levy and Birkat
Klimshtein Levy, the husbandand-wife team behind a 2018
startup called Iluria. Capitalizing
on recent Israeli research, the
Iluria team set out to create the
world’s first app to track ADHD
symptoms and tailor medication
accordingly.
“As in the U.S., ADHD is a
major problem in Israel,” Levy

explained. “People are constantly struggling with how to
optimize treatment.” Iluria’s
medical advisor is Itai Berger,
who previously headed pediatric
neurology and neurocognition
at Hadassah Medical Center.
After clinical trials, an app is
headed into development. “To
be honest, the pandemic actually increased the motivation for
online business,” Levy observed.
Not all recent innovation is
high-tech. Tel Aviv’s prestigious
Gordon Gallery – widely credited
with defining Israeli art in the
nascent country’s early years –
opened a Jerusalem outpost last
December. The Gordon’s arrival marks a new cultural era for
that city, as well as for its Sapir
Center industrial area, where
galleries increasingly coexist
alongside haredi institutions like
the Bezalel Academy of Art and
Design’s Oman branch.
Coexistence is also the goal
of several initiatives that aim
to bridge the longstanding gap
between Israel’s Jews and their
Arab neighbors. The University
of Haifa just launched a partnership with the Bahrain-based
King Hamad Global Centre for
Peaceful Coexistence; it is the
university’s third collaboration
with an Arab institution following the landmark Abraham
Accords, which normalized
some Arab-Israeli relations in
2020.
And a group of Arab and
Israeli institutions – including
the Tel Aviv School of Dental
Medicine, Hadassah Hebrew
University School of Dental
Medicine and Dental Volunteers
of Israel – came together this
year to launch the Oral Health
Center for People with Special
Needs, a clinic for disabled
patients. The Center is part of

the “Bridge to Peace” program
spearheaded by the Alliance
for Oral Health Across Borders,
which focuses on patients across
the Middle East who have special needs, and Shalva, an Israeli
disability organization.
If Israel seeks a blueprint for
religious coexistence, one place
to look is the past – the very
distant past. Earlier this year,
a team from the University of
Haifa uncovered the second
Roman-era synagogue in the
ancient city of Magdala, on the
Sea of Galilee. Magdala – known
in Roman times as Migdal –
was the supposed hometown
of Mary Magdalene, and it has
been a crossroads of Christian
and Jewish cultures for millennia.
A 2009 excavation unearthed
the first Migdal synagogue. But
the Haifa team was surprised
to find a second, which upended notions about how many
houses of worship Jews needed in a single community during the Second Temple period.
“Four hundred years later, you
have hundreds of synagogues,”
explained Dina AvshalomGorni, part of the University
of Haifa team. “But from when
the Temple was working in
Jerusalem, we don’t find many
– just 11 all over Israel. Yet in
Magdala, we found two from the
same period.”
The excavation revealed how
the dual synagogues were linchpins of Jewish life – everything
from study and worship to dining, ritual baths and sacrifices.
A bustling Jewish community,
worshipping at different temples
while engaged in diverse social
enterprises? In some respects,
the Haifa discovery suggests,
ancient Migdal was not altogether unlike the Israel of today.
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Tourists to Israel
from page 2B

carry guns or food to besieged
Jerusalem. There are displays of
items used by the convoys, such
as codebooks, handguns, and
rifles. There are interviews with
people who took part in the convoy operations, and part of the
exhibit is animated.
Tzipori National Park provides a glimpse into hundreds
of years of ancient history.
Tzipori was once the capital
of the Galilee, the seat of the
Sanhedrin and the place where
the Mishna was completed.
The liveliness of Jewish life in
the city is indicated by the 18
synagogues the Talmud said the
city had. Indeed, only one synagogue, built at the beginning of
the fifth century CE, has so far
been discovered. Its prayer hall
features a spectacular mosaic
replete with Bible stories and
Jewish symbols. Scholars have
even detected a message of optimism in the symbolism of the
floor, built in the day when Jews
were not allowed into Jerusalem
by that city’s Christian overlords.
Detailed explanatory panels
and drawings bring the synagogue alive. The mosaic floors
in Tzipori are some of the finest
uncovered in all of Israel.
Israel also has been busy renovating and upgrading the country’s infrastructure. Bike lanes
have been added throughout Tel
Aviv – which also boasts a wonderful new park along the route
of the old Ottoman railway in the
city. Jerusalem, meanwhile, has
been working to make parts of
the ever-cobbled Old City more

accessible, installing handrails
and even a soon-to-be-completed elevator that will go down to
the Western Wall Plaza. And if
it’s hiking you’re after, check out
the newly opened Emmaus Trail
just outside of the city, which
offers a fun day’s walk in lush
countryside.
Post-pandemic Israel is in full
party mood. Aside from general
good cheer, this also means that
everything is open until very,
very late. Concerts, art exhibitions, and theater shows are
back on as usual, giving us a
much-needed respite from TV.
Also, the food has never been
better: COVID encouraged many
aspiring chefs to open their own
places, and many restaurants
that managed to survive the crisis are now in top mode.
The best way to see the sites
in Israel, especially the off-thebeaten track sites, is through hiring a local government licensed
tour guide. These guides have
gone through extensive training
and are available in a multitude
of languages to tailor the perfect tour for you. After a harrowing two years, which left many
guides on the brink of destitution, the industry is bouncing
back, and tens of thousands of
tourists are pouring in weekly
which is rejuvenating the Israeli
tourism sector. Hotels are full
and the whole country is buzzing.
Tuvia Book is a licensed
Israeli tour guide. His website is
www.tuviabook.com.

BAR-BAT MITZVAH
FAMILY AND ADULT TOURS
Small Groups - Personal Attention
Fine Hotels - Unique Itineraries

FEATURED HOTELS
King David Hotel, Jerusalem
Dan Carmel Hotel, Haifa
Dan Hotel, Tel Aviv
TOVA GILEAD
www.tovagilead.com
1.800.242.TOVA
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American Jewish Committee

A

merican Jewish Committee (AJC) is the leading global Jewish
advocacy organization. From city halls to Capitol Hill, at the
UN and in world capitals, AJC works to impact policy and opinion
on some of the most important issues facing the Jewish people:
fighting antisemitism and all forms of hate, strengthening Israel’s
place in the world, and defending democratic values. One of 24
U.S. regional offices, AJC New England is an integral component
of AJC’s global architecture. We advocate with diplomats, federal,
state and local elected officials, and community leaders to deliver
tangible results in our New England community. Email us at newengland@ajc.org, and follow us at Facebook.com/AJCNewEngland,
Facebook.com/AJCGlobal, and Twitter.com/AJCGlobal.

MAZEL
TOV!

Congregation Sons of Israel Peabody

T

he oldest synagogue in Peabody at 113 years old is proud of
its history and heritage. We are a Hamish, egalitarian “shul”
located about 18 miles north of Boston off of Peabody Square.
We serve the needs of those who live in Peabody and the
surrounding communities with spiritual and social fellowship.
Whether it be a Passover Seder, Sukkah decorating, celebrating
Purim or simply enjoying a kiddish after Shabbat services, we are
all inclusive and welcome everyone to join us and be part of our
community. Park Street, Peabody. 978-532-1624 www.peabodycsi.
org

Happy
74th
Birthday
from
Walnut Street
Synagogue

Consulate General of Israel
to New England

W

145 Walnut Street, Chelsea, MA 02150
www.walnutstreetsynagogue.com

Affordable
Door-2Door
-2-Door
Door Transport
Boston
NYC

Picked-Up & Dropped-Off By A Mercedes Van
@ Addresses of Your Choosing
Two Rides for $90 Per Person
with Promo Code JewishJournal *
YES To WiFi • Power Outlet • Worktable • COVID
COVID-Vaccination
-Vaccination • Mask Safety
NO To Taxis • Check-In • Security Screen • Boarding Wait • Baggage Claim

ith Israeli tourism taking off post-COVID, we look forward to
welcoming you to Israel as we gear up for our modern 75th
birthday. Exploring our diverse country has never been easier, with
two carriers now offering frequent direct flights from Boston to Tel
Aviv. Whether discovering history at one of our many fascinating
museums (Israel Museum in Jerusalem is a must-see), adventuring
over our diverse terrain, relaxing at the beach, spiritually connecting at our religious sites, or enjoying our exciting cuisine, Israel has
something to offer everyone!
If seeking the off-beaten path, Israel has many rarely discovered
places, such as the highly recommended breathtaking Bell Caves
in Beit Guvrin-Maresha National Park; the 1,200-year-old underground Pool of the Arches in Ramla; one of the oldest continuously inhabited settlements on Earth in Acre/Akko; and the ancient
Jewish ruins of Tspori.
Finally, of course, traditional wonders like the ancient streets of
Jerusalem, the vibrant city life of Tel Aviv, the picturesque beaches
of Caesarea or Eilat, the history of Masada or the Qumran Caves,
the beauty of Haifa or Tiberias, and countless others are always
great to see and experience. So, whether you travel to Israel to
visit family, take part in our 75th celebrations, seek adventure, or
walk ancient history, we look forward to seeing you in Israel soon!
https://israel.travel

Celebrating Israel at EHS

A

t Epstein Hillel School, students of all ages have been busy celebrating Israel throughout the month of Iyar! We kicked off the
festivities with our monthly Rosh Chodesh Word Challenge, which
tasks students with submitting a poem, acrostic, or visual representation using at least five of ten given words, in Hebrew and English,
related to the month. The winning selections are highlighted at that
week’s Kabbalat Shabbat and students receive a small prize for their
efforts. This year, students dug deep and gave it their all, crafting
thoughtful and profound verses and creating beautiful artwork to
show their steadfast connection to Israel.
On the heels of Rosh Chodesh, we delved into the modern Israeli
holidays of Yom HaZikaron and Yom Ha’atzmaut. First, to recognize
the bravery and sacrifice of Israel’s fallen soldiers, we gathered as
a community on Yom HaZikaron in solemn remembrance. Our
seventh and eighth grade students led a moving ceremony during
which candles were lit, soldiers’ lives were commemorated, and
we joined together in prayer and song. Then, to bask in Israel’s
independence, EHS students spent the day enjoying Israeli foods
by baking pita and squeezing fresh Jaffa orange juice, singing
karaoke to Israeli songs, creating Israeli art, and moving their bodies to both traditional and current Israeli folk dances. There was a
spirited energy in the air throughout the day as we celebrated and
expressed our love for the modern state of Israel.
Iyar is an extra special month, of course, but at EHS we work
hard all year long to cultivate a love for Israel that lasts a lifetime!
For more information about Epstein Hillel School, contact Mindee
Greenberg at 781-639-2880 x203 or mgreenberg@epsteinhillel.org

GoSherpa

1 833 743 7746
www.gosherpa.net
* For travel between Manhattan and Central Boston/Cambridge/
Brookline during Summer 2022. Fares are higher for pick-ups/
drop-offs in surrounding boroughs and townships. Fares are
lower for groups > two. Fares are subject to change.

D

oor-to-door travel between Boston and New York City has
never been more convenient and more affordable. Traveling
on GoSherpa’s means that you are picked-up at an address of your
choosing in one city and dropped-off at another address – also of
your choosing in the other city, all done at a fraction of the cost of
a private car service. When compared to train or air travel, total
transportation cost is about the same (or cheaper) as you save on
taxis getting to and from the airport/station on both ends.
You also save total travel time as you avoid having to get to the
airport/station, to arrive early, to check-in, to go thru security
screening, to get to & from your gate/platform, to wait to board/
disembark, and to get from the airport/station to your final destination.
GoSherpa’s Mercedes vans are equipped with power outlets,
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WiFi, a table, and seatback trays. Other amenities include overhead
storage bays, reading lamps, and reclining seats.
A two-person fare for travel between Manhattan and Central
Boston/Cambridge/Brookline is $99 per rider. Fares are cheaper
for groups of three or more. GoSherpa also makes pick-ups and
drop-offs in the boroughs & townships surrounding both cities.
Affordable door-to-door transport is appreciated if you are traveling
with much luggage or with children. Great way for getting to and
from a NYC wharf or airport. 1-833-743-7746 www.gosherpa.net

JNF-USA

J

NF-USA is the leading philanthropic organization for Israel that
supports critical environmental and nation-building activities in
Israel’s north and south. Through its One Billion Dollar Roadmap
for the Next Decade, JNF-USA is developing new communities in
the Galilee and Negev, connecting the next generation to Israel,
and creating infrastructure and programs that support ecology,
individuals with special needs, and heritage site preservation.
Jewish National Fund-USA’s strategic vision has been, and
always will be, to ensure a strong, secure, and prosperous future
for the land and people of Israel. We plant trees, build houses and
parks, source water solutions, buy fire trucks, and improve the lives
of people with special needs. We boost tourism, support Aliyah,
promote Zionist education and engagement, build medical centers and trauma centers, fund agricultural and culinary research,
and run an American semester abroad high school in Israel. We do
all these things because our projects and programs are consistent
with our strategic vision.
More than anything else, we facilitate our partners’ (donors)
connection to the land and people of Israel by empowering them
to be active participants in shaping the future of Israel. Through
organizational leadership, membership on task forces, premier
professional networking societies, and our unparalleled travel and
tour opportunities, we make philanthropy personal.
Contact Sara Hefez, Executive Director, New England at SHefez@
jnf.org or 617-423-0999 x811 to learn more.

Meir Panim

A

s Israel emerges from the ravages of the pandemic, Meir
Panim’s four branches continue to provide food security, in
the form of ready-made meals and staple items, for its “regulars.”
They include single-parent families, the elderly, and the working
poor, whose numbers have skyrocketed since the onset of Covid19. “While it feels like we’re getting back to normal health-wise, the
financial crisis continues,” observes Mimi Rozmaryn, Director of
Global Development at Meir Panim. “We’re still preparing double
the pre-2020 amount of meals in all our branches.”
This year, Meir Panim welcomed an unexpected, new demographic: refugees from Ukraine. They started to trickle in around
Purim and have been arriving in Israel in steadily increasing numbers.
While the various government agencies are scrambling to provide assistance, they clearly are unable to do it all alone and have
been turning to organizations like Meir Panim. “We have the infrastructure, and we’re ready and happy to do whatever is needed,”
said Mimi.
Meir Panim doesn’t only work to feed the hungry; it strives to
break the cycle of poverty from the source. In fulfillment of that
undertaking, Meir Panim operates youth centers for at-risk youth
in the southern border town of Sderot. In a community where 40
percent of young adults suffer from PTSD, programs like these
have proved life-changing. In addition to leadership training and
other programs, the centers have integrated a strong volunteering
component, with strikingly positive results. Sderot teens are now in
charge of packaging and distributing care packages for the isolated
and elderly, as well as for soldiers at the local military outpost.
“We can only hope that the situation continues to remain
stable,” Mimi says. “We want our patrons, especially those who live
alone and who suffered for two long years in isolation, to continue
to feel safe and secure enough to come to our centers and gain
from the social interaction — food for both the body and soul,”
Mimi reflects.
To contribute to this incredible effort, visit www.mpdonate.org,
call the toll-free number at 877-736-6283, or send a gift in the mail
to American Friends of Meir Panim at 88 Walton Street, Suite B1,
Brooklyn, NY 11206-4479. All donations made in the US are taxdeductible under EIN# 20-1582478.
continued on page 8B

BLER TRAVEL
Always the Lowest Air Fares • Customized Individual & Group Tours
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE

Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS

Europe

•

Far East

•

The Caribbean

•

Florida

•

Arizona

•

Las Vegas

617-738-0500 • 800-399-8467
www.bler.com • info@bler.com
45 Bartlett Crescent Road • Brookline, MA 02446

TEMPLE NER TAMID RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
A School Rooted in Jewish Tradition and Teaching

ANNOUNCING A SUNDAY MORNING ONLY PROGRAM
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 2022!
This new structure will provide three hours (9:30AM-12:30PM) of enhanced
learning for all our students with a focus on:
Hebrew
n Prayer
n All aspects of living Jewishly
n

We will also offer other educational opportunities for our students, parents,
and families such as:
Monthly Jr. Congregation services led by a faculty member
n Parent workshops held during Religious School
n Other Hebrew learning opportunities available throughout the year
n

For more info about this exciting new program, please call
Beth Hoffman 978-532-1293, or email office@templenertamid.org
TEMPLE NER TAMID

n

368 LOWELL STREET

n

PEABODY, MA 01960
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Temple Ahavat Achim
Gloucester

T

he words that newcomers most often
use to describe us are warm and welcoming. As the only Jewish institution
on Cape Ann for well over 100 years, we
have developed a culture of inclusion.
We are affiliated with the Conservative
movement, but our members include
Jews of all stripes, as well as interfaith
families. We offer traditional services,
new variations, a broad menu of opportunities for learning, and a full slate of
cultural and social activities. We share
prayers, learning, arts and culture, holidays, good works, adventures, and the
joys of a supportive, stable community.
Because our area features natural
beauty and a creative population, we are
particularly open to tweaking our traditions, rituals, and get-togethers. We have
the world’s only lobster trap menorah.
We enjoy Shabbat dinners at members’
houses. We have featured klezmer cruises, ice cream socials, (very) amateur theatricals, family photo exhibits, etc. We
have a strong sense of social responsibility and engagement, in our community
and in the wider world.
Our religious school draws families
from far beyond our geographical area.
Our children access their Jewish heritage
through joy, respect, rigor, and creativity. While we hope that our children will
have a Jewish future, we offer them a
rewarding Jewish present.
Past, present, and future intertwine
as we find deep meaning in our linked
Jewish lives. 86 Middle Street, Gloucester
(978) 281-0739 www.taagloucester.org

Temple Emanu-El

A

t Temple Emanu-El, “We are a connected community, built on relationships; where Jewish life is being created
– not just ‘consumed’; and where membership is elevated to an experience of

true belonging.” – Rabbi David J. Meyer
Please join us for any or all of Temple
Emanu-El’s religious services, activities,
and events. Shabbat evening services are
every Friday at 6 p.m., in person and on
our Facebook page. Through our active
“Neighborhoods,” there is something for
everyone, from infants to seniors. For
a complete view of our upcoming programming, please visit our website at
www.emanu-el.org.
We are now accepting registrations
for the 2022-2023 Religious School year.
Temple Emanu-El’s renowned Samuel
and Bernice Shapiro Religious School
is dedicated to preparing students for
Jewish life in an inclusive community
of life-long learning. Our program combines study and prayer with a variety of
hands-on Jewish experiences for students in Pre-Kindergarten through 12th
grade. Together we study Torah, explore
Jewish culture and values, learn Hebrew
and synagogue skills, celebrate holidays,
and participate in community service
projects. You may register online at www.
emanu-el.org.
For more information regarding
Temple Emanu-El or our Religious
School, please call us at 781-631-9300 or
email us at temple@emanu-el.org

Temple Sinai

T

emple Sinai is a contemporary,
Conservative synagogue with a
vibrant and committed community of
members who strive to create a warm,
welcoming, egalitarian and inclusive
atmosphere for worship, learning and
socialization. Temple Sinai embraces
learners and doers and welcomes both
interfaith and LGBTQ+ members. When
you visit Temple Sinai, someone will
come and say hello and make you feel
at home! Many of our congregants are
empty-nesters, and our vibrant social
action and adult education programming allows everyone the space to dedi-

cate their efforts where they feel most fulfilled. During the past year, our Knitting
Club donated 6 full boxes of goods to the
Lynn Shelter. We host the North Shore
Jewish Family Service Food Bank, and
we partner yearly with Marblehead’s
Lutheran Church and the Islamic Society
for the “Manna Project,” a communal
effort to reduce food insecurity on the
North Shore. Temple Sinai runs monthly adult education activities. Recent
speakers have included Dr. Everett Fox
and author Ariel Berger. Rabbi Michael
Schwartz is a vibrant and haimish individual who successfully interweaves
current events with the week’s Torah
portion. Rabbi Schwartz holds two participatory classes a week, Torah Study,
and Jewish Ethics. The majority of our
events are both in-person and on Zoom
and we welcome all queries and visits to
Temple Sinai.
Temple Sinai of Swampscott and
Marblehead, One Community Road,
Marblehead, 01945 Tel: 781-631-2763
www.templesinaiweb.org

Tova Gilead Tours

T

ova Gilead, an Israeli who guided
Americans through her country for
more than a decade, organizes intimate,
deluxe, family-oriented bar-bat mitzvah
trips to Israel. Personal attention is the
hallmark of a Tova Gilead tour. Tova
plans every facet of this unique experience, including a ceremony on Masada
or in Jerusalem, a private service at Yad
Vashem, and a beautiful celebration dinner at the King David Hotel. “Three generations are my specialty”, says Tova.
“We try to make the rite of passage an
event that involves the child, the parents
and the grandparents. “A comprehensive
tour of Israel includes exploration of
Jerusalem’s Old City, a swim in the Dead
Sea, a hike to the Ein Gedi waterfall, a
boat ride on the Sea of Galilee, participation in an archeological dig, kayaking

on the Jordan River, visits to Roman and
Crusader ruins, a jeep ride through the
Golan Heights, and much, much more.”
For more information, please call
1800.242.8682 or visit Tova’s website at
www.tovagilead.com

Walnut Street
Synagogue of Chelsea

T

he Walnut Street Synagogue, also
known as Congregation Agudas
Sholom, is the oldest remaining synagogue in Chelsea and has been at its
present location at the corner of Walnut
and Fourth Streets since 1909. The
origins of the congregation date back
to 1887 when Jews began to arrive in
Chelsea, escaping from the pogroms of
Eastern Europe.
When the shul opened, it was referred
to as the “Queen of Synagogues” and was
thought to be the largest in New England
with a capacity of 1,109 in the second
and third floor sanctuary. The carved
wood Aron Kodesh (Torah Ark) was built
by Boston-area cabinetmaker Sam Katz.
The ceiling is embellished with a painting of the sky, complete with clouds, and
a sunrise at the east end. At the west end
is a painting of the tomb of Rachel. The
wall frescoes include painted columns
and symbols from Solomon’s Temple.
The Walnut Street Synagogue was
added to the National Register of Historic
Places in 1993.
During the pandemic, the shul has
become a partner congregation of the
Orange County Jewish Community
Scholar Program (CSP) that provides
high quality virtual educational and cultural programming in an interactive format.
Future plans include the estab
lishment of a museum and cultural
center within the synagogue to house
artifacts of Chelsea’s Jewish legacy and
to offer programs open to the entire
community.
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At Meir Panim, we are dedicated to feeding, caring for, and assisting the needy
all over Israel through a variety of food and social service programs aimed at
breaking the cycle of poverty.
Now, we are also assisting the thousands of Ukrainian refugees who have fled
to this country with nothing but the shirts on their backs.
Your support will provide tens of thousands of needy Israelis with the
resources and nourishment to get back on their feet, and ultimately, create
a stronger Israel.

For more information, visit our website www.meirpanim.org
American Friends of Meir Panim
88 Walton St, Suite B1, Brooklyn, NY 11206-4479
(877) 7-Donate / 877.736.6283
Donations to American Friends of Meir Panim are tax deductible in the US registered under EIN number 20-1582478
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